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ROREWORD 
/ 

The Indian handicrafts are knowl1 the world over for their rich variety, 
grace, elegance and skilled craftmanship. Nevertheless a number of handi
crafts because of their stiff competition with factory made products, non
availabiltiy of raw materials, exhorbitant increase in the manufacturing cost, 
lack of proper marketing facilities for finished products or due to a variety of 
other reasons have either become extinct or have reached the moribund 
stage. After independel7lce, however, a number of schemes were introduced 
by different governmen't agencies for their growth and development but still 
this sudden impetus have helped only a few crafts to flourish and thereby 
become spinners of foreign exchange for the country. 

Despite the unique position being enjoyed by the handicrafts especially in 
the realm of national economy, the general awareness among the people in 
the country about our crafts and craftsmen had been deplorably poor. Nothing 
was practically known about the commoditi'tes produced, techniques emplo
yed for the manufacture of different objects, raw materials used, their 
availability, methods adopted for the sale of finished products etc. An attempt 
was therefore made in connection with the 1961 Census to study about 150 
crafts from different parts of the country with a view to provide basic 
information on those crafts which were selected for the study. 

At the 1971 Census, the study on handicrafts was not taken up but this 
was again revised in connection with the 1981 Census. There has been, 
howeversome difference between the studies taken up in connection with the 
Censuses of 1961 and 1981. While the 1961 studies have covered both rural 
and urban crafts, the 1981 studies have focussed their attention only on 
traditional rural based crafts. That apart, the 1981 studies besides touching 
upon those aspects which were covered under the 1961 series, have laid 
emphasis on matters that are vital for the revival of rural crafts and thereby for 
the rejuvenation of the economy of the region particularly the villages. This is 
in consonance with the policy of the governmentto give due importance to the 
rural sector with focus on employment intensive\ strategy of development in 
which next to agriculture, 'the small scale industti~s and handicrafts playa 
Significant role. 

I 

Theformats required for undertaking the.studywereformulated by Dr. KP. 
Ittaman under the able guidance of Dr. N.G. Nag, the then Deputy Registrar 

.General, social Studies Oivision.Dr.lttaman who succeeded Dr. Nag as Deputy 
Registrar General, Social Studies Division coordinated the study undertaken 
in different States/Union Territories by the Directorates of Census Operations. 
The reports received from the Directorates were examined by Shri M.K Jain, 
Senior Research Officer, with the help of Smt. Suman Prashar, Assistant 
Director of Census Operations and Shri Shyam Singh, Junior Investigator. I am 
grateful to all of them for organising this study. 
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The present report is the outcome of a study undertaken on woollen 
carpet industry of Bhadohi (A rural based traditional handicraft), by the 
Directorate of Census Operations, Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow. I have immense 
pleasure in acknowledging the services rendered by Shri Chandan Gopal, 
Director, and his colleagues in the Census Directorate for bringing out this 
publication. 

New Delhi 
the 1 st June, 1988 
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V.s. VERMA 
Registrar General, India 



PREFACE 

'Galicha' as locally well known, is the woollen hand knotted carpet. It is a 
symbol of our glorious rural based traditional handicraft which reflects the 
high standard of artisanship and imaginative creativity of human brain through 
its aesthetic beauty, individuality and floral designs with facinating colour 
combination. Whereas, on one hand, this item is Ii source of foreign exchange 
earnings, it has great pptentials of generating employment opportunities, on 
the other. In an economy like ours where there is abundance of labour force 
and shortage of capital, this handicraft industry has far wide scope of 
expansion. Through this report an attempt has been made to probe into 
various aspects associated with the development of rural based woollen 
handicraft. 

For detailed study three villages viz., Malethu of district Jaunpur, Lala
nagar of Varanasi and Bhainsa of Mirzapur were selected from Bhadohi
Mirzapur carpet belt. The salient finding of the study are that craftsmen are 
exploited by exporters on one pretex or other. In fact they are not getting due 
reward of their hard labour. There is no proper training facility. Shortage of raw 
material on one hand and rising cost on the other has hampered its over all 
development. Not only this, steps taken by the government are not sufficient 
to all sure the craftsmen to continue in this profession. The biggest challenge 
for this industry is the stiff competition which it has to face in the international 
market with Iranian, Chinese and Pakistani products. 

Before the commencement of field work forthe actual study, a lot of spade 
work such as indentification, orientation and location of areas accomodating 
craftsmen was done by a team of dedicated officials and officers of this 
Directorate listed separately. 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to Shri V.S. Verma, Registrar 
General, India and Dr K. P. Ittaman, Dy. Registrar General (Social Studies) for 
their valuable guidance in planning and execution of field survey and drafting 
of reports. I am also grateful to Shri M.K.Jain, Senior Research Officer, and his 
colleagues in the Social Studies Division of the office of Registrar General, 
I ndi~, for minutely scrutinizing this report and giving valuable suggestions for 
its improvement. 

Shri R.K. Singh, Dy. Director, deserves thanks for his overall supervision 
and editing/finalization of the report ans Shri R.K. Ram, Asstt. Director, for 
supervising field work and for the pains taking job of drafting of this report. 
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In the end I am also thankful to Shri B.P. Jain, Deputy Director of the office 
of Registrar General, India and S/Shri R.K. Singh, Deputy Director, R.S. 
Pandey, Assistant Director and R.K. Saxena, Senior Technical Assistant 
(Printing) of this Directorate who had kept constant watch upon the quick 
printing of this report. 

Lucknow: 
the 9th September 1988 
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CHANDAN GOPAL 
Director of Census Operations, 

Uttar Pradesh 
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CHAPTER ..... I 

HISTORY OF ORIGION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE CRAFT 

Orlsln and evolution 

India, since ancient times, had a prominent 
place for producing wonderful arttstlc and colour
ful variety of handicraft goods. As a matter of fact 
thro1Jgh Its world Wide trading activity by sea 
routes, the country had gained reputation In this 
field. The hand made articles lIk.e Iwellery, ivory
ware, dyed cloth and carved wood present a 
glimpse of our age old rich heritage and high 
~tandard of artlsanstllp. This prestigious pOSition 
and the popularity was attained long before the 
Invention of machine introduced after the indust
rial revolution in the 18th cehtury. 

Carpet (popu larly known as Ga/icha) weaving by 
hand is an old craft industryof fndla.lt reflects not 
only our traditional heritage but is also signifi
cantly an Imprint of our culture. It is said that this 
<;:raftwas practiced in ourcountryas long back as 
In 1300 B.C. * However; according to the earliest 
recorded eVidence available, a piece of hand 
knotted carpet was presented to Salucas, the 
General of Alexander, the Great in 320 B.C. * as a 
gift by Chandragupta Maurya when Salucas 
married his daughter to Chandragupta Maurya. 
Later on the art of carpet making gradually 
spread In other countries like Iran, Syria etc. 
However, with the passage of time thiS unique 
Industry almost disappeared from India. 

(The paintings of Ajanta and Elora also confirm 
that carpet weaving Industry was prevalent at thaI 
time The then rulers being Impressed by 1tS 
fasclnatlnt) variety provided ample opportunity 
and encouragement for the promotion of carpet 
Industry but Its Wide-spread av~ilability was 
restricted due to lack of tra~sportatlon facilities. 
However, In due cource of time thiS craft 
extlnct~,d. 

There IS no unanimity among the scholars 
regrardlng origin. of carpet weaving Industry. 
Accordmg to one school of thought, carpet IS of 
persian origin. The king of Persia gifted a piece of 
carpet to the Mughal Emperor, Akbar, the Great 
In 16th century. Akbar wanted the carpet weav
Ing to be started in India since he was faSCinated 
by the colourful variety of carpets and needed 

them for the decorfl~ion .of his palace. With thiS 
Intention he brought some weavers from Persia 
These artisans Initially started carpet weaving 
Industry at Deihl, Lahore and Agra but later on 
spread over in th~ other parts of the country It is 
said that some of these weavers decided to go to 
Calcutta In search of better job opportUnity by G.T. 
Road. In the course/of the journey some of them 
stayed at the Village Madhosingh, a place 20 kms. 
awpy from Bhadohl. These weavers with the 
permiSSion of the then king of Benares (Varanasl) 
started carpet weaving work. Gradually the local 
people also learnt this art which spread over the 
surrounding areas of districts of Varanasi and 
Mirzapur. Thus tradition of carpet weaving in 
India is almost 400 years old after its revival}@ 
Abul-Fazal In his AINE-I-AKBARI had descnbed 
about weaving of carpets in Allahabad and Jaun
pur district in the 16th century.£ Undoutedly 
like other' art, literature and architecture this 
industry had also flOUrished gloriously under the 
patronage of Mughal Emperors. 

During the 18th century the British traders sent 
some carpets to England which became very 
popular in the markets of England and other 
European countries. To meet the large scale 
demand the Britlshers then established woollen 
carpet manufacturing factories in Varanasl and 
Mirzapur. ThiS step was a boon for ourtr-adition-al 
art of hand made carpet Industry. 

Th.e growing demand for woollen carpets lead 
to the expansion of the carpet weaving industry 
In vanou& ",arts of the country. However, even 
now the districts of Varanasi, Mlrzapur, Jaunpur 
and Allahabad form the main carpet prodUCing 
belts In India These districts are in the order of 
concentration of thiS industry I.e. Varanasi is the 
largest producer and Allahabad the smallest 
among these 4 districts A number of woollen 
carpet Industry units are spread over In Gyanpur 
tahSil of Varanasl district. Various production 
units are located along the G.T. Road in the 
district. The Bhadohl-Mirzapur belt is world 
famous for the production of quality carpets with 

*Carpet-e-World, by _Dr G Nath Agrawal, 1979 edition. Volume I, Page 100 
*Based on Information supplied by District Industries Centre V~ranaSI, Uttar Pradesh 

£ Carpet-e-World by G Nath Agarwal, 1979 edition, volume I, Page 15 



a turnover of about 80 per cent of the country's 
total carpet production. 

Woollen carpets are woven on looms In rurClI 
areas of our country. The hand knotted carpet 
industry IS, In fact, highly labour intensive and 
export oriented. It is thus one of the best suited 
Industry for our economy where labour10rce is 
available In abundance. 

Carpet producing centres within 
Uttar Pradesh 

The information collected from the District 
I ndustnes Centres reveals that out of 56 districts, 
hand knotted carpet IS manufactured presently 
In 44 distncts The table 1.1 pfesents the name of 
districts where woollen carpet is produced. 

Table 1.1 
Woollen carpet producing districts of Uttar 
Pradesh 
SI No Dlstnct 

1 Varanasl 
2. Mirzapur 
3 Jaunpur 
4 Allahabad 
5 Mathura 
6. Ghazlabad 
7 .Bareilly 
8. Garhwal 
9. Shahjahanpur 

10. Mainpurl 
11. Pratapgarh 
12. Fatehpur 
13. Nalnltal 
14 Chamoil 
15 Uttar Kashi 
16. Aligarh 
17. Kanpur 
18. Banda 
19. Sitapur 
20. ~hansl 
21. Lucknow 
22. Azamgarh 

SI No District 
23. Faizabad 
24. Hardol 
25. Jalaun 
26. Ghazipur 
27. Gorakhpur 
28 Bahralch 
29. Bulandshahr 
30. Almora 
31. Etawah 
32. Tehri Garhwal 
33. Bara Ban ki 
34. Agra 
35. Basti 
36. Baliia 
37. Gonda 
38. Rampur 
39. Budaun 
40 Pithoragarh 
41. Unnao 
42. Rae Barell 
43. Dehra Dun 
44 Sultanpur 

Bhadohl, Gopiganj, Aurai, Gyanpur, Khamaria, 
Maharajganj, Suriawan, Ghosla, Madhoslngh and 
Tan Newada are the rTJaln carpet manufacturing 
centres of Varanasi district. Mlrzapur, Kachhwa 
Bazar, ChetganJ, Chunar, Ahraura, Adalhat and 
Baraundha are the main carpet production 
centres in Mlrzapur distriCt. Rampur, Saraldih, 
Badshahpur, Machhalishahr, Jalalpur, Saroi and 
Kathirawan are the chief carpet manufacturing 
places in Jaunpur district while Handia, Hanu: 

manganj, Manda Khas, Phulpur, Pi pari; Saidaoad, 
Kandihar, Garapur, Thawal and Phaphamau are 
the main carpet production centres of Allahabad 
district. The other important places where-carpet 
weaving is done in significantly larger proportion 
are Agra and Shahjahanpur. The'Bhadohi-Mirza
pur belt is prqducing low medium and lower fine 
quality carpets. 

Carpet producing centres outside 
Utta r Prad es h 

Jaipur, Amritsar and Sri nagar are tt\e other 
important woollen carpet manufacturing centres. 
The carpets manufactured at these centres are 
of high quality. In fact, Srina_gar produces the best 
q uality carpet in India. It is perhaps due tothe tact 
that wool produced In Jamm u and Kashmir is very 
soft and long which is most suitable for weaving 
better quality of carpets The table 1.2 shows the 
centres of other states/union territories where 
hand knotted woollen carpets are prepared. 

Table 1.2 
Carpet producing centres outside the state of 

Uttar Pradesh 

Stare/Union 
Territory 

Main production centres 

2 

Jammu & Kashmir Srinagar, Bramullah, 
Anantnag, Jammu and Leh 

Rajasthan Jaipur, Bikaner, Tonk, Barmer 
and Alwar 

Punjab Amntsar 
Haryana Panipat 
Bihar Obra, Madhubani 
Madhya Pradesh Gwahor 
Himachal Pradesh Dharmshala, DalhOUSie 
West Bengal Darjeeling 
Maharashtra Nagpur 
Andhra Pradesh Eluru, Warangal 
Karnataka Bangalore 
Pondicherry Pondicherry 
Tamil Nadu Madras, Wallajapet 

Source: Carpet Export Promotion CounCil, New 
Delhi 

The office of the Development Commissioner 
(Handicrafts) has taken up training programme in 
carpet weaving, washing and finishing. The main 
objective of such programme is to proVide wider 



scope ot aevelopi ng this craft and also to make 
available trained labour force for the carpet 
industry. In view of the circumstances it is 
expected thftt carpet weaving would be taken up 
In cbrtain other areas also in near future. 

Woollen carpet producing countries of the 
world 

Iran is considered to be the place _of origin of 
carpet industry and IS the biggesf 'exporter of 
oriental hand made woollen carpets 'followed by 
Lndia. The other countries prodUCing carpets 
are-Pakistan, China, Turkey, Bulgaria, Moracco 
and Afghanistan. 

Caste/Communities engaged In carpet 
weaving 

The survey of carpet industry reveals that 
landless and agricultural labourers, marginal 
and small farmers belonging to scheduled 
castes, scheduled tribes and other backward 
classes are generally associated With the carpet 
weaving. Chamar, Pasi, Shllpkar, Jaunsari, 
Bhotia, Kol, Gin, Kumhar, Lohar, Ahir, Bind, Kahar, 
Dhabi, Khatik, Kurmi, Kom, BhuJ, Teli, Dharikar, 
Gadenya, Kayasth, Ansari, Mansuri and Siddiqui 
are the main communities engaged in this craft in 
the state of Utter Pradesh. With the growing 
population and unemployment problem more 
and more castes are now getting associated with 
the woollen carpet weaving In rural areas while at 
the initial stage only Muslimswere h'IVolved In the 
profeSSion. 

It has been estimated that about 500,000 
weavers are engaged in the woollen carpet 
industry in the country, out of which about 
250,000 are In Bhadohi-Mlrzapur belt alone 
working on 60,000 looms. About 8,OOO,weavers 
are employed on 2,500 looms In Agra, 2,600 In 

ShahjahanP4f and 3,500 In hill areas of Uttar 
Pradesh. A large number of children below 14 
years of age are also employed in this industry 
but their exact number could not be ascertained. 
However, it IS reported by the knowledgeable 
persons that chi'dr~n below 14, engaged In the 
craft account for 15 to 20 per cent of the total 
employment. So far as the positu,)n of employ
ment in carpet industry outside Uttar Pradesh IS 
concerned, Jammu & Kashmir is at the top 
emplOYing about 10,000 weavers followed by 
Jalpur (4,600), Amritsar (2,000), Gwalior (1,500) 
and Warangal (1,000). About 3,500 looms are 
reported to be In operation in Jammu & Kashmir. 

Woollen handicraft object 

Woollen carpets and woollen durries are manu
factured in Bhadohi. However, in other parts of 
the country, besides woollen carpets, woollen 
rug, druggets and namdas are also woven and 
exported to foreign countries. But the quantity of 
woollen items other than woollen carpets, is 
quite nommal. Woollen hand-knotted carpet is 
the main item of export among above mentioned 
varieties. This mdu!)try is thuS' not only one of the 
prominent source of foreign exchange earning 
but also a field which provides avenues for more 
job opportunities to the poor. 

Disposal of hand made woollen carpets 

About 95 per cent of woollen carpets are 
exported to the foreign countries like Australia, 
Canada, France, Italy; Japan, Netherlands, Saudi 
Arabia, SWitzerland, U.S.A., U.K., U.S.S.R. and 
West Germany. The U.S.A. and West Germany are 
the biggest buyers of Indian carpets. The export 
of hand made woollen carpet has gone up almost 
fourfold during the last 1 0 years. It was worth Rs. 
41.43 crores in 1975-76 which went up to Rs. 
161.48 crores in 1985-86. The general trend of 
growth of woollen carpet trade is thus on nsing 
tone. However, the Indian hand-knotted woollen 
carpet is facing tough competition with I raman, 
Chinese and Pakistani carpets in the world 
market due to ItS compantively higher price. 

About 3.7 million square metres of woollen 
carpets were produced during 1977-78 and 
1978-79 which wen_t up slightly to 4 million 
square metres In 1980 and further increased to 5 
million square metres in 1981. Generally the 
producers/exporters direcrly send their pro
duct to the ~verseas buyers while some small 
exporters send their goods through Uttar 
Pradesh Export Corporation and Handicrafts 
Handlooms Exports Corporation of India Ltd 
The weavers collect rnw matenal from the 
manufacturers/exporters and return the product 
after weaving They work on dihari baSIS (dally 
wages) and their wages vary between Rs. 8 to 12 
depending on quality and number of knots In the 
carpets. Generally weaving of 6000 knots makes 
one dihari. The margin of profit varies between 15 
to 20 per cent which goes In the pocket of 
exporters, The weavers are paid only wages 
according to their work as descnbed earlier 
Owing to their explOitation the attItude of arti
sans are not good towards man ufacturE? rs. There 
appeared to be frustration and resentment 



among them and now they seem to be in the 
mood of revolt against the exploitation. 

As a matter of fact due to the high price the 
common man In India can not afford to buy 
carpets. However, according to one study, 5 per 
cent of the total carpet out-put In our country IS 
used locally by the affluent society. Thus the 
demand for such a costly goods In our country IS 
very low But In the world market this industry is 
not 111 a position to meet the growing demand of 
overseas buyers. Non-availability of better 
quality of woollen yarn In desired quantity IS one 
of the major hurdles for the development of 
carpet Industry As a matter of fact this POSition 
has resulted In low out put and short supply In the 
world market. No doubt, India IS the only country 
In the world which has the capability to produce 
vanetycarpets With multiple and attractive colour 
schemes according to the demand of the market. 
Thare IS still a large scope of improving the 
efficiency and skill of the weavers for producing 
better quality of carpets and also for Increasing 
Its total output. An earnest effort in this direction 
would not only enable us to compete in the world 
market but also help weavers to increase their 
earnings Although the government has laun
ched a massive' training programme in order to 
provide the skilled weavers to meet the require
ment of the carpet industry but a lot stili remains 
to be done for the betterment of this Industry. 

Role of the different agencies engaged in the 
development of the woollen carpet industry 

Since woollen carpet making is an export 
oriented and labour intensive industry which can 
be operated even in the houses by rural folk 
Without much Inv~stment in form of fixed capital, 
the government is, therefore, laying great empha
SIS for the expanSion and promotion of this 
Industry. Various agencies are directly or indire
ctly engaged in the different fields of develop
mental activities like financing, traming, export
ing of the products and supply of raw material. 
Some of the agencies aSSisting in ItS develop
ment are discussed as under: 

Carpet Export Promotion Council (CEPC) 

The Carpet Export Promotion CounCil was set
up in 1982 under Ministry of Commerce, Govt. of 
India, New Delhi, as an apex body for the promo
tion of hand knotted woollen carpet industry. 
Presently 2,100 carpet manufacturers/exporters 
are registered with this organisation, of which 

900 are from Uttar Pradesh alone Including 750 
from Varanasi distnct. the CEPC helps both the 
buyers and sellers. It assist!) the overseas buyers 
In locating suppliers, providing credibility report, 
introdUCing buyers With suppliers, settling trade 
disputes and prOViding statistical data on the 
industry. In addition to this, the CEPC also invites 
buyers and maintains close tapport between 
Importers and exporters and assists the expor
ters by explOring markets, conducting market 
survey and prOViding m~rket intelligence. By 
partiCipating In exhibition and trade fairs, 
~ponsonng trade delegation to foreign countnes 
and also by resolving trade disputes between 
Importers and exporters, this organisation has 
proved to be of Immense value. The CEPC also 
provid es trade information to the government and 
formulates Import/export policy in respect of 
woollen carpet Industry. 

Office of the Development Commissioner 
(Handic rafts) 

The office of the Development Commissioner 
(Handicrafts), Ministry of Commerce, Govt. of 
India, is directly Involved in the promotion of hand 
made woollen carpet industry by imparting train
Ing to the prospective weavers and spreading 
carpet industry by creating new carpet belts. 
Initially the training work was taken up by this 
omce In 1969 With only 2·tralnmg centres In 
Bhadohl but thiS number rapidly rose to 218 in 
1980. However, it reduced to 190 in 1984-85 due 
to budgetary problems. For administrative cont
rol and better supervision Uttar Pradesh IS 
divided into 6 Service Centres namely Varanasl, 
Bhadohi, Allahabad, Faizabad, Lucknow and 
Bareilly under the overall. charge of office of the 
Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) Field 
Administrative Cell, Mall Road, Varanasi. There is 
a Assistant Director and other supporting staff at 
each centre to look after the work of all training 
centres falling withm the jurisdiction of respec
tive Service Centre. Like in Uttar Pradesh this 
office is imparting training in carpet weavrng in 
other states also. The staff members at each 
centre consists of one carpet training officer, one 
storekeeper-cum-accounts clerk and one 
chowkldar. Besides these regular staff there is 
provision of two master craftsmen and two 
assistant craftsmen. 

The existing pay scale of carpet training 
officer is Rs. 550-800 and that of Storekeeper
cum-accounts clerk is Rs. 260-400 wlilile the 
scale of chowkidar is Rs. 196-232. The master 



craftsman gets a consolidated manthlywages of 
Rs. 750/- while assistant craftsman is paid Rs. 
550/- only. In addition to their consolidated 
wages, the master craftsman and the assistant 
craftsman posted 100 kms. away from theirhome 
town are paid Rs. 100/- per month as distance 
allowance. The Carpet training officE;lr is the 
overall administrative in charge of the centre. 

There are two types of carpet weaving training 
schemes - massive and advance. For massive 
training, you!hs In the age-group 12-15 years and 
for advance training youths of age 16-22 are 
selected by a Selection Committee of officers. 
For undergoing training in latter scheme one has 
to be tramed initially under massive training 

scheme. The candidates of SC and ST are given 
preference at the time of selection. Fifty trainees 
for massive training and 25 for advance training 
are selected at each centre. The duration of 
training IS one year. During the course of training 
period trainees are paid monthly stipend of Rs. 
100/ for massive training and Rs. 200/- for 
advance course. These traimng centres not only 
impart training but also supply n,ecessary rjiw 
material during the training pe~iod The trainees 
have to spend nothing from their own pocket for 
getting training. The table 1.3 presents the 
expend~ure incurred on stipend, wages to 
craftsmen and amount spent for the purchase of 
raw material for the years 1985-86 to 1 987 -88. 

Table 1.3 

Expenditure on stipend, wages to craftsmen and raw material for 1985-86, 1986-87 and 1987-88 
(in Rs. lacs) 

Item 1985-86 (Final) 1986-87 (Final) 1987-88 (Provisional) 

Plan Non-Plan Plan Non-Plan Plan Non-Plan 

Stipend to trainees 58.00 12.50 40.00 23.20 38.00 23.20 
Wages to craftsmen 44.00 7.75 35.00 15.00 32.00 15.00 
Raw Material 28.32 20.40 9.91 17.80 25.00 18.50 

Total 130.32 40.65 84.91 56.00 95.00 56.70 

Note: The expenditure of establishment, salaries of other staff of office etc. are not included in the 
above table. 

Out of 190 centres In Uttar Pradesh 116 are for 
massive training, 69 for advance, 5 are imparting 
training in washing and finishing of woollen car
pets. These 5 centres have been opened recently 
on the demand of aspirants. Dunng 1985 the 
number; of trainees under the massive training 
scheme was 4456 which reduced to 3615 in 
1986 and 3464 in 1987. So far as number of 

trainees under advance and washing and finish
ing is concerned, t here was marked im provement 
In 1987 as compared to 1986.ln fact, the number 
of advance'traineeswent upfrom 16 to 1321 and 
that of washing and finishing increased from 19 
to 92 dunng the same period. The table 1.4 shows 
the number of training centres and number of 
trainees in Uttar Pradesh. 



Table 1.4 
Training centre and number of trainees in Uttar Pradesh (Position as on,31 December, 1987) 

Type of training Service centre District No. of training Total trainees 
centre 

1 2 3 4 5 

A - Massive 
1. Varanasi 1 - Varanasi 6 241 

2 - Ballia 5 241 
:'3 - Ghazipu:- 5 207 

2. Bhadohi 1 - Jaunpur 5 227 
.2 - Mirzapur 6 186 
3 - Varanasi 1 30 

3. Lucknow 1 - Unnao 2 88 
2 - BaraBanki 1 46 
3 - RaeBareli 8 257 
4 - Kanpur 1 47 
5 - Lucknow 3 72 
6 - Hardoi 4 114 
7 - Sitapur 2 78 
8 - Jalaun 1 

4. Faizabad 1 - Azamgarh 6 221 
2 - Gorakhpur 4 127 
3 - Deoria 2 80 
4 - Sultanpur 4 25 
5 - Faizabad 4 91 
6 - Gonda 1 27 

5. Allahabad 1 - Allahabad' 9 305 
2 - Pratapgarh 5 206 
3 - Fatehpur 3 
4 - Banda 2 87 

6. Bareilly 1 - Garhwal (Kotdwar) 3 
2 - Mathura 3 55 
3 - Shahjahanpur 6 189 
4 - Bareill~ 5 56 
5 - Aliga(h 1 38 
6· Atmore 3 123 
7 - Dehra Dun 3 
8 - Agra 2 

Total 116 3464 

6 
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Table 1.4 (Concld.) 

B· Advance 

C - Washing & 
FInishing 

2 

Varanasl 

2 Bhadohl 

3. Lucknow 

4. Faizabad 

5. Bareilly 

6. Allahabad 

1. Varanasl 
2 Allahabad 
3. Falzabad 
4 Lucknow 
5 Bareilly 

'3 ' 

1 Varanasl 
2 Ghazlpur 
3 Bailla 

1 Varanasl 
2 Mirzapur 
3 Jaunpur 

1 Rae Bareli 
2 Bara Banki 
3 Sitapur 
4 Unnao 
5 Hardoi 

1 Azamgarh 
2 Deoria 
3 Faizabad 
4 Sultanpur 

1 Agra 
2 Shahjahanpur 

1 Allahabad 
2 Pratapgarh 
3 F&tehpur 

Total 

1 Varanasi 
2 Allahabad 
1 Sultanpur 
1 Lucknow 
1 Shahjahanpur 

Total 

4 

8 
3 
4 

3 
4 

14 

6 
2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 

3 
r 1 

9 
3 
1 

69 

1 
r 
1 
1 
1 

5 

Source: dffice of the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Varanasi. 

5 

155 
52 
88 

46 
69 

242 

133 
40 
25 
22 

11 

10 
20 
22 
24 

64 
22 

187 
66 
23 

1321 

19 
18 
17 
19 
19 

92 

Not: 1. 
2. 

Some training centre under massive training scheme and advance are under shifting. 
The fig ure for numberoftrainees for some centre which are under shifting or where process of 
admission is on, are not available. 

The number of traming centres are fixed but 
places can be changed according to availability 
of trainees. Generally, training centres are 
opened In new areas. It has been reported by the 
officials of the Office of the Development Com
missioner (Handicrafts), Varanasi that now these 
training centres have proved insuffIcient to 
accomodate all the tramees d ue to limited capaCity. 
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Therefore, more trainmg centres should be 
opened to cope up with the gro~ing needs of the 
people. 

Uttar Pradesh Financial Corporation (UPFC) 
, 

ThiS corporation is also engaged 'II) Jhe 
development of the wpollen carpet mdustry In 



the state since 1975 by providing fmancial assis
tance to the mdustry. It provides loan mainly for 
'he purchase of fixed assests Jliz., land, building 
for godown and office, workshed and plant and 
machinery. A brief account of financial 'assis
tance given by this mstltution is presented below. 

Loans for installation of dyeing plant 

U PFC has given loans to the 6 carpet manu
facturers/institutions for the installation of dyen
Ing plants. Details are given below:-

Name of manufacturer/Institution 

1. Mirzapur Dyers, Mirzapur 
2. Shlva Dyeing, Mirzapur 
3. Laxm.1 Carpets, Bhadohl 

Amount of 
loan 

(In Rs lakhs) 
13.00 

4.00 

4. Shesh and Sons Export, Gopiganj 
JO.OO 
10.00 

5. Varanasl Mandai Development 
Corporation 

6. Srivastava Washing & Dyeing 
Plant, Aural 

30.00 

4.00 

loans for the installation of finishing plant 

Four carpet manufacturing firms have received 
loans forthe installation of carpetfinishmg plant. 
Details are given below:-

Name of manufactUring firm 

1 Bharat Carpets, Aurai 
2. Sheikh Carpets, Bhadohi 
3. Kumar Brothers, GopiganJ 
4. International Export 

Amount of loan 
(In Rs. lakhs) 

300 
3.15 
0.68 
0.38 

Loans advanced for installation of looms and 
purchase of raw material 

• About 100 weavers from the districts of 
Varanasi and Mirzapur have been benefited 
under thiS scheme durrng the period 1981-86. 
They have got loan ranging from Rs. 10,000 to 
20,000 at a rate of Interest ranging between 1 2% 
to 13% per cent per annum 

loans advanced for spinning mill 

Uttar Pradesh Frnancial Corporation (UPFC) 
has prOVided loan worth Rs. 60 lakhs to the 
woollen spinning mill, Bhadohl. The factory was 
set up in 1975 for the production of spinning 
woollen yarn for the use In the carpet industry. 
Previously UPFC used to provide loans to firmsl 
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artisans on easy terms and conditions without 
any guarantee, but now it reqUires guarantee for 
making re-payment more secure. 

Uttar Pradesh Export Corporation (UPEC) 

Uttar Pradesh Export Corporation is also 
engaged in the export of carpets ~s well as 
providing training tor carpet weaving. Training 
programme was started by IJPEC In 1976. For 
organiSing training, this office has set up four 
Regional Field Offices at Varanasi, Agra, 
Lucknow and Bareilly in uttar Pradesh The 
operational Jurisdiction of Regional Field Office, 
Varanasl IS located at Sldhgin Bagh covers the 
distrrcts of Pratapgarh, Allahabad, Mlrzapur, 
Jaunpur, Varanasl, Azamgarh, Baliia and Ghazi
pur. The youth of both sexes In the age-group 12-
18 years are selected for the training of one year 
duration. At each tralnrng centre normally 50 
trainees can be accomodated. There are 3 or 4 
Instructors at each centre Everv trainee IS paid a 
stipend of Rs. 75/- per month. These training 
centres are managed by UPEC and associate 
producers JOintly. After the completion of one 
year training theqe centres can be continued by 
the associate producers as production centres 
Raw materials are supplied to the trainees by the 
centre Itself. The trarnees are not required to pay 
any thing for this purpose. The associate 
producers supervise the work and sell the 
product. After training is over the weavers are 
paid wages according to their work. The number 
oftrarnlng centresforthe years 1980-81 to 1987-
88 are given In the table 1.5 for the varanasi 
region 

Table 1.5 

Number of training centres for t.he year 1980-81 
to 1987-88 for Varanasi region 

Year 

1 

1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 

No. of training centres 

2 

23 
29 
11 
22 



The number of trainees by sex who have got 
training in carpet weaving during 1985-86, 1986-
87 and 198?~88 for the Varanasi Region are 

I given in table 1.6. 

Table 1.6 
Number of trainees by sex for Varanasl Region 

for the year 1985-86 to 1987-88 

Year 

1 

1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 

Total number of trainees 

Total Male Female 

2 3 4 

247 218 29 
200 t87 13 
300 299 1 

The UPEC is thus contributing much through 
their carpet export developmental activities and 
also by producmg skilled weavers through train
ing programmes to new entrants. 

Bhadohi Industrial Development Authority 

Bhadohi Industrial Development Authority was 
established in August 1981 under the Uttar 
Pradesh Audyogic Kshetra Vikas Adhiniyam, 
1976 for providing infrastructural facilities to the 
carpet industry and also for the over ~II develop
ment of Bhadohl township. It had so far const
ructed 4() weaving worksheds In Bhadohi for 
sale This office has prepared an ambitiouS plan 
forthe construction of Nlryat Bhawan In Bhadohi 
with a cost of Rs. 1.45 crores. The construction 
work of this bUilding IS likely to start very shortly. 
Further, there IS a proposal for developing a 
complex of 10 carpet weaving predominant 
villages failing wlthm the periphery of Bhadohl 
town by providing link road, electricity, sewer and 
drinking water supply facilities. 

The Handicrafts and HandJooms Export 
Corporation of India Ltd. (HHECl 

The Handicrafts and Handlooms Export 
Corporation of I ndia Ltd. was set up in 1962.lt IS a 
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subsidiary of State Training Corporation (STC) 
under the Mmlstry of Commerce, Govt. of India 
The HHEC IS engaged In trade development and 
export of hand made woollen carpets and other 
handicraft goods It has carpet procurement and 
inspection house in Bhadohl-Mirzapur and 
Kashmir carpet weaving belt besides a large 
warehouse in Humbarg and branch offices at 
New York, Paris and Tokyo. 

District Industries Centres (DIC) 

The Distnct Industries Centres are responsible 
for Industnal development of the district It 
recommends for the grant of loan from the 
financlalmstitutlons for establishing small scale 
and household industries in the respective 
district. The DIC, Varanasi Issues coal permits to 
the manufacturers of woollen carpet for use In 

dyeing plants. 

Besides above agencies, Uttar Pradesh Small 
Scale Industnes Corporation (UPSIC), Uttar 
Pradesh State Industrial Development Corpora
tion (UPSIDC) and Pradeshiya Indu~tnal Corpo
ration, Uttar Pradesh (PICUP) and other banking 
institutions are also Involved in the development 
of hand knotted woollen carpet Industry by 
supplYing raw material, developing Industnal 
complexes and providing finanCial assistance 
The All India Hand-loom Fabncs Marketing Co
operative Spcieties Ltd., Bhadohi IS also Involved 
in the development of carpet Industry by supply
ing raw matenals to the weavers and exporting 
carpets. 

Other agencies 

There are weavers co-operative SOCieties 
involved In !h~ welfare of its members in some 
villages. The'stJrvey reveals that out of 3 Villages 
under study there IS only one co-operative 
society namely Harijan Carpet Weavers Co
operative Society LImited, In the Village L81a
nagar. Btlt there has been so far no achievement 
of thIS society worth mentIoning. 

The table 1.7 gives the informatIon regarding 
district-wise number of co-operative SOCieties 
associated with the craft and the craftsmen 



Table 1.7 

D!stnct-wise number of co-operative societies 
associated with the craft and the craftsmen 

Dlstnct 

i Nalnltal 
1 Mathura 
3 Bareilly 
4 ShahJahanpur 
5 Jaunpur 
6 Allahabad 
7 Varanasl 
8 Allgalh 
9 Mlrzapur 

10 Lucknow 
11 Jalaun 
12 Ghazipur 
1 3 Bulandshahr 
14 Rampur 
1 5 Pithoragarh 

No. of 
co-operative 

societies 

2 

1 
2 
1 
8 
6 
9 

39 
1 

44 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 

Source' Distnct Industries Centre 

I t was found d unng the survey that most of the 
co-operative societies are in-effecttve and failed 
to protect the Interest of the weavers.1he failure 
IS attnbutable mainly to the, lack of proper 
leadership, dedicatIOn and honesty. The other 
factor responsible for the failure of co-operative 
societies IS vast illiteracy among weavers. The 
over all Impact of the situation IS that the ignorant 
weavers are easily befooled by the cunning 
leaders. Details about some of the co-operative 
socIeties connected with craft industry In 

Varanasi distnct is given in table 1.8. 

Table 1.8 
Some of co-operative societie_s assocIated with 

the crafts in district Varanasi 

Name of Society 

1 

1. MIs Kaleen Udyog 
Sahkari Samiti Ltd., 
Khambhana, Varanasl 

When No. of 
orgam- members 

sed 

3 

1960 30 

• 

10 

2 

2. MIs Woollen Carpet 1970 
Weavers Industnal 
Co-operative Society Ltd. 
Nayapura, Khambhana, 
Varanasl 

3. Carpet Weavers Manu- 1971 
facturing Co-operative 
Society Ltd. Bhadohl, 
Varanasl 

4 Carpet Co-operative 1975 
Society Ltd., Mardanpur, 
Varanasl 

5. Kaleen Bunkar Audyogik 1976 
Utpadan S.S. Ltd, 
Jagrnathpur, Varanasi 

6. Kaleen Bunkar Audyogik 1976 
Utpadan S.S Ltd., 
Jairampur, Varanasi 

7. Kaleen Bunkar Audyogik 1976 
Utpadan S.S. Ltd., 
Ach hawar, Varanasl 

8. Kaleen Bunkar Audyogik 1976 
Utpadan S.S. Ltd., 
Charuri, Varanasi 

9. Kaleen Bunkar Audyoglk 1978 
Utpadan S.S. Ltd., 
Kathan, PO Aurai, 
Varanasl 

10. Kaleen Bunkar Audyogik 1980 
S.S. Ltd, Ghosla, 
PO. Aurai, Varanasl 

11. Hanjan Kaleen Bunkar 1980 
- Audyogik S.S. Ltd., 

Kairman, P.O Aurai, 
Varanasi 

12. Kaleen Bunkar Audyoglk 1980 
Utpadan Ltd., 
Amwa Khurd, Varanasi 

13. Harijan Kaleen Bunkar, 1982 
Audyogik Utpadan 
S.S. Ltd., Pipergaon, 
P.O Aurai, Varanasi 

14. Varanasi Carpet Cop. 1982 
Society Ltd., B-2/11 t, 
Bhadohi, Varanasi 

, 5. Carpet Industrial 1984 
Co-operative Society Ltd. 
Nai Bazar, Bhadohi, 
Varanasi 

16. Carpet Industrial 1985 
Co-operative Society Ltd. 
Vlshwa Nathpur, 
P.O. Bichhiya, Varanasi 

3 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 

30 



It is also remarkable that the weavers flave now 
organised under the banner of different trade 
unions such as Sanyukt Panchayat and Kaleen 
Mazdoor Sabha, Kaleen Mazdoor Bunkar 
Panchayat and Kaleen Udyog 'Ma~door Sangh at 
state level. O.B.T. (Okaley, Bautam, Tailor) factory 
established by the Britishers is the biggest 
carpet exporting factory in Asia. Its workers have 
also organised and formed tabour union. The 
weavers observed total strike in the month of 
Jan.-Feb., 1988 to press their demand of the 
revision in wage structur:e and for other benefits 
under labour laws.With the setting up of several 
asspciations at state level now they have better 
bargaining power to the some ext~nt. 
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All India Carpet Manufacturers Association 
(AIC,MA) 

--
"rhe carpet manufacturers have also organised 

with the All India Carpet Manufacturers Associa
tion. This Association has 300 members and its 
headquarters are located at Bhadohi. About 50 
per cent of the members are from Bhadohl Itself. 
Besides looking after the Interests of the carpet 
prodUcers, tlie association also .works for the 
promotion of the carpet Industry The AICMA 
being the chief spokesman of the carpet pro
ducers maintains liasion With the government, 
conducts survey on the carpet Industry and 
suggests various measures for the development 
of the industry to the government through 
government agencies 
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CHAPTER-II 
CRAFTSMEN IN THEIR RU-RAL SETTING 

It IS a well known fact that a malority of Indian 
masses live In rural areas and woollen craft 
industry is a rural based handicraft. The present 
study envisages to study development of this 
traditional rural based handicraft. On on~ hand it 
Will highlight the place of woollen craft Industry 
among the dIverse tradltlona~ economic actfvilies 
of the rural folk and on the other hand pinpoint 
vanous aspects of this rural based craft. 

In addition to this the study Will bring Into light 
various stages of transformation under which It 
has gone due to the changing values, demand, 
consumers taste and availability of necessary 
infrastructure for the development of this industry. 
Besl(:{es thiS, the economic potentialities of thE' 
craft workand its role in creating job apportunities 
in-the rural setting IS a matterof great Interest for 
the social sCientists and planners. The socio
economic status of the people engaged in craft 
work vis-a-vIs their counterparts in other traditio
nal occupations In the rural sector would amply 
be clear in our mind. Hence, in order to judge 
their relative position In the rural setting It is 
essential to. study the socio-economlc and 
demographic characteristics of these people 
based on their traditional occupation. All these 
aspects_ taken together form a rationale of stud
ying craftsmen in their rural setting. 
Location, amenities and services available 

The three districts selected for the survey, 
namely, Jaunpur, Varanasl and Mlrzapur form a 
contiguous region In the south-east part of the 
state. One village from each of these three 
districts has been selected for the detailed study 
of the woollen carpet industry. These are 
Malethu In Jaupur district, Lalanagar In \laranasr 
district and Bhalnsa of Mlrzapur dlstnct. The 
Village survey was mainly conductect. In 1986 
Malethu: 

Malethu IS located In the Mariyahun tahsil of 
Jaunpur district. It lies at a distance of 28 kms. 
from the tahsil headquarters and 46 kms. from 
the district headquarters The nearest railway 
station, Parsipur, is at a distance of 7 kms. in the 
adjoining district of Varanasi. Chauri, the nearest 
marketmg centre from the Village is at a distance 
of 6 kms. on Bhadohi-Varanasi road. Bus service 
is available from Chauri. But the village IS not 
connected with Chauri by pucca road. Bridle path 
is the only way which links the village With Chauri. 
The village IS surrounded by Varuna river from 
three sides. On the bridle path side indigenous 

boat services are ava"able for going across the 
river In the rainy season. Malethu comes under 
the JUriSdiction of Sureri (3 kms) Police Station. 
Postal serVices are al~o available at Suren but 
telephone and telegraph facilities are available 
at Parslpur only. Gomti Gramee!) Bank, having 
credit 1acilities, is situated in Surer!. So far as 
ed~cational facilities are concerned, Malethu 
has to depend upon the Pnmary school anc' 
Junior High School situated at Chaun However 
for the higher education, students from thl& 
village have to go to parsipur in Varanasi district 
located at a distance of about 3 kms. where a 
Higher Secondary School and an Intermediate 
Collage is located. The faCIlities of a Degree 
College IS available at Gyanpur, in district 
Varanasl, at a distance of 19 kms. Electricity IS 
available ,n the village but ItS use is limited only 
for the agricultural purpose Wells and hand
pumps are the main, source of drinking water 
Medical faCilities are available at Chauri. 

Lalanagar 

Lalanagar IS located In Gyanpur tahsil of 
distnct . Varanasi. This Village IS located at a 
distance of 8 kms. from the tahsil headquarters 
and 55 kms. from the district headquarters. 
Lalanagar comes under the junsdlction of 
Goplganj police station, situated at a distance of 
8 kms. Goplganj is also the nearest marketing 
centre available for the Villagers The national 
high-way, G.T. Road, passes through Lalanagar 
The nearest railway station from the Village IS 
Almau Halt, situated at a distance of marery 2 
kms. Postaiservices are available at a distance of 
about 3 kms. at Rampur while telegraph and 
telephone faciti!Ylls available at Goplganj. There 
is a Pnmary and a Middle level school In the 
Village. Secondary school IS available at Khamaria 
at a distance of 4 kms. For higher education, 
students have to go to the tahsil headquarters, 
Gyanpur, where an Intermediate as well as a 
Degree College IS located. The nearest bank 
having credit facility is located at Modho singh 
viliage at a distance of about 4 kms. Electricity is 
available In the village but is used for agricultural 
purposes only. potable drinking water IS available 
from the over head tank installed by Jal Nigam, 
Uttar Pradesh. Medical services are available at 
Gopiganj. 
Bhainsa 

Bhainsa is in the tahsil and district of Mlrzapur. 
It is situated at a distance of 33 kms. from the 



Secor'!dary school and junior college are available 
only at a distance of 7 kms. in Kachhwa. Bazar, 
while Degree college is situated at Jakkhini at a 
distance of about 14 kms. Electricity IS available 
in the village but is utilized only for agricultural 
purposes. Well and hand pumps are the source of 
drinking water. 

Socio-demographic features of the village . 

I tahsiJ/di~t~ict headquarters and linked by railway 
and motorable road It comes under the jurisdic
tion of Kachhwa Bazar police station located at a 
distance of 7 kms. There is a post office in the 
village. Telephone facility is available at a distance 
of 3 kms. at Kachhwa road while teleg raph facility 
can be availed at Kachhwa Bazar. Medical 
services are also available at this market. The 
credit facility is available within the village, peing 
provided by Vindhya Vasinl Grameen Bank, The table 11.1 presents the basIc characteristics 
Bhainsa. The village has a Primary school and a of the population such as workers, non-workers, 
Middle school for the girls. Middle school for the Ii~erates and illiterates by sex etc. in 3 selected 
boys is situated at Karsada\at a distance of 3 kms. Villages for the 1981 Census. 

Table 11,1 
Main population characteristics in three selected villages for 1981 census 

Name of the village Area Total Population Employment 
(In h'ecl) 

Worker 

P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Malethu 253.75 1726 888 838 466 440 26 
(27.00) (49.55) (3.10) 

lalanagar 192.64 2282 1210 1072 671 671 
(29.40) (55.45) 

Bhainsa 506.47 2865 1468 1397 829 731 98 
(28.94) (49.80) (7.02) 

Total 952.86 6873 3566 3307 1966 1842 124 
(28.60) (51-.65) (3.75) 

Educational status Densl~y 

Non-worker 
(per 

literate Illiterate sqr.km.) 

p M F P M F P M F 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

1260 448 812 301 281 20 1425 607 818 680 
(73.00) (50.45) (96.90) (17.44) (31.64) (2.39) (82.56) (68.36) (97.61) 

1611 539 1072 340 317 23 1942 893 1049 1185 
(70.60) (44.55) (100.00) (14.90) (26.20) (2.15) (85.10) (73.80) (97.85) 

2036 737 1299 1079 801 278 1786 667 1119 566 
(71.06) (50.20) (92.98) (37.66) (54.56) (19.90) (62.34) (45.44) (8?·J9)\ 

4901 1724 3183 1720 1399 321 5153 2167 2986 721 
(11.40) (48.35) (96.25) (25.03) (39.23) (9.71) (74.97) (60.77) (90;29) 

Note: Figures within brackets under column 6 to 17 indicate percentages to total 
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the most cbnsely populated among three villages, 
selected for lhe study. 

" 
Population 

It cat) be seen from the table 11.1 that there were 
nosignificant variations in work participation rate 
among these villages. However, it is. important to 
note that in the village Lalanagar no female was 
reported to be worker as.against 3.10 per cent 
reported for the village ~alethu and 7.02 percent The three villages selected'for the survey of 
for Bhainsa. Village Bhainsa had registered woollen carpet industry have ~ total popuJatlonof 
highest literacy rate (37.~6 per cent) whi~h was 8095 (4257 males and 3838 females). Table 11.2 
more than double the rate attained by the v1l1age giv~s distribution of population in the three viilages 
Lalanager (14.90 per cent) and Malethu (17.44 selected for this study at the time of Survey 
per cent). Village Lalanagar was reported to be (1986). 

Table 11.2 
Number of households and sex-wise distribution of population in the three selected villages 

Name of Village 

Malethu 

Lalanagar 

Bhainsa 

Total 

District/Tahsil 

Jaunpur district 
Manyahun tahsil 
Varanasi district 
Gyanpur tahsil 
Mirzapur district 
Mirzapur tahsil 

No. of 
house 
holds 

2ge 

343 

428 

1069 

Out of total 1069 households in the three 
selected villages, 535 (50.05 per cent) were 
practicing the craft V{ork while 534 (49.95 per 
cent) were engaged in some other activity. For 
the survey 79 (7.39 per cent) households were 

Population 

Persons Males Females 

2085 1070 1015 

2760 1479 1281 

3250 1708 1542 

8095 4257 3838 

selected for a detailed study; of these 64 were-
1 

practicing the craft and 15 were not practicing it. 
Table 11.3 shows village-wise distribution of 
households practicin~/not practicing the craft. 

Table 11.3 
Villag.e-wise number of households practicing/not practicing the craft and number of households 

selected for the study 

Name of Village Total No. of No. of house-
households holds prac-

tieing the 
craft 

1 2 3 

Malethu 298 130 
Lalanagar 343 277 
Bhamsa 428 128 

Total 1069 535 

It would appear from the above table that 
slightly more than 50 per cent of the households 
In these villages were engaged in the traditional 
craft of making woollen carpets. Village-wise 
position shows that Lalanager is at the top with 
80.76 per cent of households engaged in woollen 

15 

No. of practi- No. of non- No. of non-
cing house- practicing practicing 
holds selected households households 
for the study \ I selected for 

the study 

4 5 6 

22 168 5 
21 66 5 
21 300 5 

64 534 15 

carpet weaving wh i I e villages, M aleth u (43.62 per 
cent) and Bhainsa (29.91 percent) are far behmd. 

Ethnic composition of the households 
selected for the study 

"-

The three villages selected for the study 
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present a multiethnic composition. Table 11.4 craft, classified by religion caste/community and 
gwes distribution of households engaged in the mother tongue of head of the household. 

T.bt.n.4 
Distribution of households eng~ed In the craft by religion, caste community and mother tongue of 

head of the household 

Religion 

1 
Hindu 

Muslim 

lalanagar 

Name of caste/community 

Ahir (Yadav) 
Bind (Kewat) 
Brahmin 
Chamar(SC) 
Dharkar (SC) 
Gaderiya(Pa~ 
Giri 
Kayasth (Srivastava) 
Kumhar 
Lohar (Vishwakarma) 
Pasi (SC) 
Teli 
Total 
Ansari 
Mansuri 
Siddiqui 
Total 
Grand total 

Villages selected for craft study 
Bhainsa 

villages selected for craft stuely 

Malethu 
No. of households where mother 
tongue of head of household is 

Hindi Urdu Total 
345 
3 3 

1 
4 

6 

1 
3 

18 

18 

3 
1 

4 
4 

Total 

1 
4 

6 

1 
3 

18 
3 
1 

4 
22 

No. of households where mother No. of households where mother No. of households where mother 
tongue of head of house~old is tongue of head of household is tongue of head of household is 

Hindi Urdu Total Hindi Urdu Total Hindi Urdu Total 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
3 3 3 3 9 9 
2 2 2 2 

1 1 2 2 
3 3 10 10 17 17 
1 1 1 1 
2 2 2 2 

6 6 
2 2 2 2 

1 1 1 1 3 3 
1 1 4 4 
1 - 1 4 4 5 5 
1 1 1 1 

15 15 21 2_1 54 54 
4 4 4 3 T 

1 1 
2 2 2 2 
6 6 6 4 10 

21 21 21 21 60 4 64 
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It is evid~nt from table 11.4 that there are 12 
different castes among Hindus and 3 from Muslim 
communities in the three selected villag~s who 
were found engaged in woollen carpet industry. 
Muslim population has returned from villages 
Malethu and Lalanagar only while village Bhainsa 
is having no Muslim population. Out of 64 house
holds selected for the study 60 had retu rned their 
mother tongue as Hindi while 4 had reported 
Urdu as their mother tongue. Out of total 64 
households 17 (26.56 per cent) belonged to 
Chamar caste, followed by Ahir!Yadav 9 (14.06 
per cent), Ansari (M uslim) 7 (10.94 percent), Giri 6 
(9.38 per cent), Pasi 5 (7.81 per cent), Lohar/ 
Vishwakarma 4(6.25 per cent) and Kumhar 3(4.69 
per cent) while the remaining caste/community 
like Brahmin,' Bind (kewat), Gaderiya (Pal), 
Kayastha and Siddiqui (Muslim) had 2 households 
each. Besids these the castes/communities like 
Teli, Dharkar and Mansuri (Muslim) were also 
represented by one household each. It is 
interesting to observe from the table 11.4 that 
the profession of craft of woollen carpet making 
IS pursued by most of the communities whose 
traditional occupation had been some thing else. 
For instanc~ Ahir!Yadav(cattle rearing cultivation), 
Kumhar (potter), Lohar (blacksmith), Gaderiya 
(sheep/goat rearing), Pasi (pig rearing), Teli (oil 
crusher) etc. were found engaged in this activity. 
These communities, by' and large, belong to 
scheduled castes or other backward classes. 
However, it whould be worth while to note that 
there are a few higher caste from Hindus, like 
Brahmin and Kayastha, which were engaged in the 
profession of weaving carpets. Out of 64 sample 
households, 23 (35.93 per cent) belong to 
scheduled caste (Chamar, Dharkar and Pasi). 

Out of 15 households selected in the sample, 
who were not practicing the craft, 4 were Brahmin, 

2 BindlKewat, 2 Chamar and 1 each of the 
caste/community like Gaderiya, Ahir, Kurrni, 
Lohar, Jaiswal, Kayastha and Siddiqui (Muslim). 

It is evident from the foregoing account that 
due to lucrative proposition of the wooJlen carpet 
industry, a number of castes communities have 
:been attracted towards this profession. It has no 
more remained a craft specialised by a single 
Icommunityof craftsmen. It is also an indicative of 
the occupational mobiJity among the various 
communities of the region who were traditionally 
not engaged with the art of weaving carpets. 

Soclo-economic condition of the craftsmen 
It has been observed during the field study that 

the living standard of the weavers is generally 
poor, almost in a shattered condition. Less wages 
is reported to be one of the causes of their poor 
econom ic condition. As a matter of fact it has 
become a practice that persons who do not have 
any other means of livelihood adopt carpet 
weaving. Hence due to over crowding their hard 
labour is not fully rewarded. Less wages being 
paid to the weavers in this industry is a sufficient 
proof ofthis state of position. In fact they are poor 
than their co-villagers engaged in other work. At 
the Isame time the social status enjoyed by the 
community of craftsmen has remained unchanged. 
The profession of carpet weaving has not at all 
affected their social position in any manner. 

During the survey it was reported that in the 
village sbcial hierarchy, SOCial status is deter
mined on the basiS of castes/communities to 
which the weavers belong and not by their 
occupation. 

Household size 
Table 11.5 gives village-wise distribution of 

, households classified by number of members. 

Table 11.5 
Village-wise distribution of households engaged in the craft classified by number of members 

Name of No. of households having members Total 
Village 

Single 2 3 4 5 6-7 8-9 10-12 13 & 
above 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Malethu 2 2 3 9 6 22 
Lalanagar 1 3 1 7 5 4 21 
Bhainsa 2 1 3 4 4 6 21 

Total 1 5 6 7 20 11 4 10 64 
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A look at the'size of households participating in The table 11.6 presents distribution of house-
the craft work shows that o~t of the 64 house- holds classified by nature of relation of members 
holds, 20 were having 6-7 members, 11 with 8-9 to the head of the households and number of 
members and 10 housebolds were having 13 and members in three surveyed villages. 
more members. 

Table 11.6 
Distribution of household/engaged in the craft classified by nature of relation of members to head ofthe 

households and number of members 

Nature of relation of Malethu Lalanagar Bhainsa Total 
members of the head 
of household No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of 

House- mem- House- mem- House- mem- House- mem-
holds bers holds bers holds bers holds bers 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1. Self 

2 Self, spouse 1 2 1 2 

3, Self spouse un- 13 72 6 33 5 22 24 127 
married sons & 
daughters 

4. Self, spouse,married 5 33 12 106 9 107 26 246 
sons and son's wife 
with or without 
unmarried sons 
and daughters 

5. Self, spouse, married 1 8 1 21 2 28 4 57 
brother, brother's wife, 
with or without 
tJnmarried sons 
and daughters 

6. Self, spouse, married 1 8 1 8 

brother, brother's w!fe, 
married son, son;s wife 
with or without unmarried 
sons' or daug titers 

7. SeTf, spouse, with or 1 8 3 18 4 26 
without unmarried son/ 
daughter and 
widowed fath er 

8. Self, spouse, with or 1 7 1 4 2 11 

without ,unmarried 
son, daughters and 
widowed mother 

9. Self (Male) unmarried 
brother/sister 
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Number of households practicing 
and non - practicing croft work 

~ NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS 
~ PRACTICING THE CRAFT 
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Table 11.6 (Concld~ 

1 2 3 4 

10. Others 
(i) Self, spouse, 

unmarried brother, 
brother's wife with 
unmarried sons 
daughter and 
widowed mother 

(ii) Self, spouse, 1 6 
his daughter's son 
and their unmaA"ied 
daughter and sons 

Total 22 134 

It is evident from table 11.6 that out of 64 
households, 26 (40.63 per cent) were lenially 
extended households comprising self, spouse, 
married son and son's wife with or· without 
unmarried sons and daughters. It is followed by 
the classical nuclear family, 25 (39.06 per cent) 
comprising self, spouse and their unmarried 
children There were 6 (9.38) bous_eholds wherein 
either of the aged parents were also living with 
the nuclear family of his or her married son. This 
composition of the family unit may be termed as 

21 

5 6 7 8 9 

1 13 1 13 

1 6 

172 21 190 64 496 

children. Besides these there were 4 (6.25 per 
cent) collateral jomf families comprisU:lg self. 
spouse married brother, brother's wife without 
unmarried sons and daughters. There was, 
however, also one household wherein the ex
tension of the family unit was along the vertical as 
well as horizontal lines which may be termed as 
lenial-cum-collateral. The remaining of house
holds have been grouped under other types. 

Demographic profile of craftsmen 

'nuclear with adhesion'. In one household a Table 11.7 gives sex-wise distribution of popu-• married couple was living alone without any lation living in 79 selected households. 

Table 11.7 
Sex-wise distribution of population in the 79 selected .households 

Name of No. of selected Total population Population of house- Population of house-
village households of selected house- holds practicing the holds not practicing 

holds craft the craft 

Total ~I Not P M F P M F P M F 
prac-

the tieing 
craft the 

craft 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Malethu 27 22 5 176 99 77 134 71 57 42 22 20 
Lalanagar 26 21 5 216 117 99 172 97 75 44 20 24 
Bhainsa 26 21 5 230 125 105 190 102 88 40 23 17 

Total 79 64 15 622 341 281 496 276 220 126 65 61 
- -- ~-::",--..,..--. -----:-:::::---- -~--~-:::::::--=-~-~~-.- _ -=.F~ -= .. ~_.~~~"",;;;...:::...._~_ -.-~-------

l 
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Distribution of population Classified by age,sex and mantal 
status (Selected practicing housE!holds) 

MALE 

VILLAGE MALETHU 
AGE GROUP 

......... "I"T"I: .... 

70+ 
~"""-B-:~ 

liiii I , iii I • iii iii I ' I 
20 18 16 14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 

MALE 

VILLAGE LALANAGAR 
AGE GROUP 

45-54 
35-44 
30-34 
25-29 
20-24 
15 -1,9 
10-14 

5 - 9 
0-4 

FEMALE 

FEMALE 

I I iii I iii I iii I i I I 
16 14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 

iii I iii 'i' i I I 
o 2 4 6 8 10 12 

VILLAGE BHAINSA 
AGE GROUP 

N 704-
""':~""":IT"'I<T-.d 55-69 ! 

FEMALE 

I I iii I i I I I i I I ' I 'ii iii' I ' I 
24 22 20 18 16 14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 

I ' I ' I I I ' I ' I ' Iii' I I 1'1 
o 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 

PERSONS 
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The above table shows that the 79 households Marital Status 
selected for the study had a total population of 
622 persons of them 496 (79.74 per cent) were The table 11.8 gives the distribution of popu-
practicing the craft. lation by age-sex and marital status tor the 

population of the households engaged in the 
craft. 

Table 11.8 
Population classified by age sex and marital status (Practicing households) 

Age-group Never married Married Widow Divorced! Total population 
separated 

P M F P M F P M F P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

0-4 89 48 41 89 48 41 
5-9 90 52 38 90 52 38 

10-14 43 31 12 5 1 4 48 32 16 
15-19 13 12 1 31 12 19 44 24 20 
20-24 1 1 52 23 29 53 24 29 
25-29 39 23 16 39 23 16 
30-34 1 1 27 15 12 1 1 1 1 30 17 1.3 
35-44 44 23 21 1 1 45 24 21 
45-54 21 12 9 4 3 1 25 15 10 
55-69 11 6 5 9 5 4 20 11 9 
70+ 1 1 7 5 2 5 5 13 6 7 

Total 238 146 92 237 120 117 19 8 11 2 2 496 276 220 

Itcan be seen from the table 11.8 that out of 496 were reported in the age-group 10-14 years 
persons 237 (47.78 per cent) are married, 19 which indicates prevalence of early marriages 
(3.83 per cent) widow and 2 (0.40 per cent) among the weaving communities. Village-wise 
divorced/separated. Five cases of early marriage position is presented in annexure-I. 
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Dist!ibution of population by age,.sex and 
mantal status of non-practicing households who 

had practiced the craft earlier is shown in table 
11.9 

Table· 11.9 
Population classified by age, sex and marital status of selected non-practicing households in the village 

Age-group Total pupulation Never mal'ried 

1 

0-4 
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-69 
70+ 

Total 

P M 

2 3 

25 10 
15 9 
12 6 
16 8 
13 8 

8 4 
9 3 
9 7 
3 
9 5 
7 5 

126 65 

F P M F 

4 5 

15 25 
6 15 
6 11 
8 5 
5 2 
4 
6 
2 
3 
4 1 
2 

61 59 

6 7 

10 15 
9 6 
6 5 
4 1 
2 

1 

32 27 

Married 

P M F 

8 9 10 

1 1 
11 4 7 
10 5 5 
844 
936 
972 
2 2 
743 
642 

63 31 32 

Education 

Widowed 

P M 

11 12 

1 
1 1 

2· 1 

F 

13 

1 

1 

Divorced or 
separated 

P M 

14 15 

1 1 

1 

2 1 

F 

16 

1 

1 

It can be seen from the table 11.9 that of a total 
population of 126 persons, 63 (50.00 per cent) 
are reported to be married and 2 (1.59 each 
widowed and divorced/separated. Village-wise 
information is presented in annexure II. 

Table II. 10 gt'tes sex-wise position of literacy in 
the three selected villages. 

Table 11.10 
Sex-wise literacy among the population practising the craft 

Name of 
village 

Malethu 

Lananagar 

Bhalnsa 

Total 

Persons 

2 

134 

172 

190 

496 

Population 

Males 

3 

77 

97 

102 

276 

Females 

4 

57 

75 

88 

220 

Persons 

5 

40 
(29.85) 

47 
(27.33) 

44 
(23.16) 

131 
(26.41) 

Note Figures within indicate percentage to total population. 
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Literates 

Males 

6 

39 
(50.65) 

44 
(45.36) 

37 
(36.27) 

120 
(43.48) 

Females 

7 

1 
(1.75) 

3 
(4.00) 

7 
(7.95) 

11 
(5.00) 



It is evident from the table 11.10 that over all 
literacy in three villages comes t026.41 per cent 
which is slightly lower than the literacy percen
tage (27.16) for the state as a whole observed 
during the 1981 Ce-nsus. The sex-wise position Of 
literacy reveals that among the males it is 43.48 
per cent against 38.76 per cent for the same set 
of population at the state level while 'among 
females is very low (5.00 per cent) against 1404 
per cent at the state level. 

The study of 15 non-practicing households 
rev,als that out of 126 persons, (65 males, 61 
females), 44 (34.92 per cent) are literate (34 
males and 10 females) and 82 (65.08 per cent) 
illiterate (30 males and 52 fernales). 

Details of educational levels attained by the 
literates have been given in table 11.11. 

Table 11.11 
Population of the households practicing the craft classified by age, sex and educational level 

Age- Total Illiterate Literate Primary Middle Matricu- Non- Techni- Graduate 
group population without or Junior lation or techni- cal and 

educa- Basic higher cal diploma above 
tional Seco- diploma or certi-
level ndary or certi- ficate 

ficate not 
not equal to 
equal to degree 
degree 

P M F M F M F M ~ M F M F M F M F M F .-
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

All ages 496 276 220 156 209 61 8 32 2 20 1 4 1 1 1 
0-4 89 48 41 48 41 
5-9 90 52 38 30 36 19 2 3 

10-14 48 32 16 7 15 14 1 8 3 
15-19 44 24 20 7 17 4 1 5 1 8 1 
20-24 53 24 29 11 26 4 2 3 1 2 2 1 1 
25-34 69 40 29 19 28 6 1 9 5 1 
35 + 103 56 47 34 46 14 1 4 2 1 1 

-
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It is evident from the table 11.11 that OtJt of total 
131 literates, 69 (52.67 per cent) are literates 
without education level, 34 (25.95 per cent) have 
attained primary or junior basic level; 21 (16.03 
per cent) have attained middle-level and 4 (3.05 
per cent) could reach up to matriculation or 
higher secondary level. Besides these one per
son each has non-technical diploma or certifi-

cate, and technical diploma or certificate while 
one ha. achieved the graduation and above level. 
All of these three are males. Village-wise statistiCS 
is presented in annexure III. 

Community-wise posit~on of educational levels 
has been shown in the table 11.12 

Table 11.12 
Distribution of households practicing the craft classified by religion, caste/community, sex and 

educational level of head of the household 

Religion Name of castel No. of house- Number of households by educational level of head 
community hold by of the household 

sex of 
head of 
household Educational level 

Illite- lite- Pri- Middle Martic-Non- lech-
rate rate mary ulation techni- nical 

with or or cal dip-dip-
out JUnior Higher lorna lorna 
educa- Basic Seco- or cer- or cer-
tional ndary tificate tificate 
level not not 

equal equal 
to to 

degree..<fegree 

M F'" 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Hindu Ahir (yadav) 9 5 2 2 
Bind (Kewat) 2 1 1 
Brahmin 2 1 1 
Chamar(SC) 11 11 3 1 1 
Dharkar (SC) 1 1 
Gaderiya (Pal) 2 1 1 
Giri 6 3 1 1 1 
Kayasth (Srivastava) 2 1 1 
Kumhar 3 2 1 
lahar (Vishwakarma) 4 1 1 2 
Pasi (SC) 5 3 2 
Teli 1 1 

Sub Total 54 27 14 8 3 

Muslim Ansari 7 4 2 1 
Mansuri 1 1 
Siddiqui 2 1 1 

Sub Total 10 6 3 1 

Grand Total 64 33 17 8 4 
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Migration 
Out of 64 sample households engaged the 

craft 63 were non-migrants I.e. the head of the 
household was born in the village. Only one 
household in village Malethu of district Jaunpur, 
had reportedly migrated in the village more than 
21 years ago. The reason for migration was 
stated that the village Malethu was their ances
tral village. 
Occcupation 

An enquiry regarding traditional occupations 

pursued by the 64 selected households shows 
that 26 (40.62 per cent) had reported carpet 
weaving as their traditional occupation; 
14 (2187 per cent) cultivation, 18 (28.12 per 
centl aQncultmallabourer while 2 each (3.13 per 
cent) had reported earthen ware making and 
tailoring as their traditional occupations. 

Position regarding traditional occupations has 
'1een presented In table 11.13 

Table 11.13 
Households engaged In the craft classIfied by traditional occupation, religion dnd cast/community of 

head of the household 

Rehgion Name of castel 
community 

No. of 
house
hold 

Number of household where traditional occupation of head 
of household IS 

Carpet Agncul- Agncul- Kumhar- Lohan Tallonng 
weaving ture tural gm 

• 
Hindu 

2 

Ahlr (Yadav) 
Bind (Kewat) 
Brahmin 
Chamar (SC) 
Dharkar (SC) 
Gadenya (Pal) 
Glri 
Kayasth (Srivastava) 
Kumhar 
Lohar (Vishwakarma) 
Pasi (SC) 
Teh 

3 

9 
2 
2 

17 
1 
2 
6 
2 
3 
4 
5 
1 

4 

3 
2 

3 
1 
2 
1 

Total 54 16 

Muslim Ansari 
Mansuri 
Siddiqui 

7 
1 
2 

7 
1 
2 

Total 10 10 

Grand Total 64 26 

it is ,interesting to observe from table 11.13 
that In village Lalanagar of district Varanasl all 
the 21 households selected for the study, who 
were practicing the craft, had reported carpet 
weaving as their traditional occupation. These 
i neluded communities like Ahir (Yadav), Teli, Bind 

27 

5 

6 

2 

5 

14 

14 

labourer (To make 
earthen 

pot) 

6 7 

14 

2 

4 

18 2 

18 2 

8 

2 

2 

2 

9 

2 
2 

2 

2 

(Kewat), Dharkar, Kumhar, Lohar (Vishwakarma) 
Chamar, Gaderlva (Pal) and Pasi The Ahlrs are 
traditionally a community engaged in milk selling 
cultivation. Teli are oil crushers while Bind worked 
as boatmen, Kumhar as potters and Lohar are black
smiths. In fact, none of these communities are 
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traditionally a community of weavers or crafts
men Besides these,some households belonging 
to Muslims communities like Ansari and SIddiqui 
had also stated carpet weaving as their traditi-o
nal occupation. It may perhaps be better under
stood In the light of the fact that all of these 
castes/communItIes have been practicing the 
craft work since 1890, i.e., more than 96 years, 
hence they have prefe rred to be recorded as 
being traditionally associated with the weaving 
of woollen carpets. VIllage-wise statIstIcal 
account IS shown in annexure IV 

Occupational dlvers,ty 

A study regarding occupational diversIty within 
the household Le., different members of the 
households pursuing different occupations, 
reveals that out of 64 households, 49 (76.56 per 
cent) have no occupational diversIty. All of these 
households were. engaged in carpet weaving 

since long back, while in case of remaining 15 
(23.44 per cent) households, the head of the 
household was engaged in carpet weaving, but 
some of their other family members, like father, 
brother or son, were pursuing some other occu
pation. Of these households, In 5 cases son was 
cultIvator whIle In respect of 4 cases son was 
agricultural labour. In case of remaining house
holds the position was that son of a household 
was tube-well operator, and in the other house
hold one brother was a taxI driver and the other 
was a watch-maker while In another household 
the brother was a tailor. In case of 3 households 
while the fatherwas working as a nckshaw pull~r, 
general labour and cultIvator but theIr sons In 

each of these households were engaged in 
carpet weaving. Village-WIse detaIls of occupa
tional dIverSity I.e. different members having 
different occupatIons In the household, has been 
presented In table 11.14 

Table 11.14 
DistributIon of households engaged in the craft classified by number of workers and by occupatIon 

diverSIty 

Descnptlon of occupatIonal diversity 

No occupati'mal diverSity 

Total 

No occupation diverSIty 

1 

Malethu 

-
Lalanagar 

OCCI ;1atlon 1 Carpet weaving/Occupation head - 2 Agnculture (son) 

Total 

No. occupation diversity 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2 
TaXI Driver and Watch makers (Brothers) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
TailOring (Brothers) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Tube-well operatIon (son) 
OccupatIon 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Loading/Un-loading (Father) 
Occupatron 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Agricultural Labourer (son) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Agricultural (Father) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/OccupatIon 2. 
Rigkshaw pulling (Father) 

Sub Total 

Bhalnsa 

Number of Number of 
households workers 

2 

22 

22 

16 
5 

21 

11 

4 

21 

3 

27 

27 

35 
14 
49 

15 

3 

4 

3 

4 

13 

3 

4 

49 1-~ ______________ ~ ____________________________________________________ __ 
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Distribution of workers and non-workers 
F classified by sex and educational level 

50 (Selected practicing households) 
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Table 1I.14{Concld:) 

2 3 
Grand Total 49 77 

~---------------~~----~~---No occupational diversity 
Occupation 1. Carpet weavmg/Occupation 2. 
Agricultural Labourer (son) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
TaxI Driver and Watch makers (Brother) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Tailoring (Brothers) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Tube-well operation (son) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Loadmg/Un-loading (Father) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weavmg/Occupation 2. 
Agricultural Labourer (son) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Agriculture (Father) 
Occupation 1. Carpet weaving/Occupation 2. 
Rickshaw pulling (Father) 

Grand Total 

A study of population of the selected villages 
from economic activity pOint of view shows that 
out of a total population of 496 there were 125 
(25.20 percent) workers and 371 (74.80 percent) 
non-workers. Village-wise position shows that 
the percentage of workers in Malethu, Lalanagar 

4 

64· 

14 

3 
4 

3 

4 

13 

3 

4 
125 

and Bhalnsa IS 28.49, 20.15 and 25.79 respecti-
vely. 

Employment status 

The table". 1 5 presents distribution of workers 
and non-workers by sex and educational level 

Table 11.15 
Workers and non-workers hving In the households engaged in the craft classified by sex and 

educational level 

Educational level Total Number of 
population 

workers Non-workers 

P M F P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1. Illiterate 365 156 209 63 63 302 93 209 
2. Literate without 69 61 8 23 23 46 38 8 

educational level 
3. Primary or Junior Basic 34 32 2 22 22 12 10 2 
4. Middle 21 20 1 12 12 9 8 1 
5. Matriculation or 4 4 3 3 1 1 

Higher Secondary 
6. Non-technical diploma 1 1 1 1 

or cerhficate 
not equal to degree 

7. Technical diploma 1 1 1 1 
or certificate not 
equal to degree 

8. Graduate and above 1 1 1 1 

Total 496 276 220 125 125 3/1 151 220 

31 



Table 11.15 gives position of workers and non
workers among the 64 selected households in 
the three villages who were oracticing the craft. 
It would appear therefrom that out of 125 
workers all are mafes an~ hence female partici
pation in the carpet weaving Is nil. Remaining 15 
households who were not practlCiI'Ig the craft 
work h·ad a population of 126 persons. Out of 
them 36 (28.57 per cent) were workers and 90 
(71.43 per cent) wer.e non-workers. Of the total 
36 workers, 35 (97.22 per cent) are male and only 
1 (2.73 per cent) is female. Sex-wise analysis 
shows that out of.371 non-workers in the villages 
selected for this study and whose one or the 

other memoer of the households was practicing 
craft work 151 (40.70 per cent) were male and 
226 J59.30 per cent} female. Among the female 
non-workers nearly half were attending to the 
household duties, 35.91 per cent were depen
dents, 7.27 per cent were full time students and 
,6.82 percent were infants. Among 151 male non
workers,.40.40 per cent were full time students, 
38.41 were dependents, 19.87 were infants while 
1.32 per cent were seeking employment. Village 
level information can be seen in annexure V. 
Position of non-workers hdS been presented in 
table 11.16. 

Table 11.16 

Non-workers in the households beloving to craftsman by sex. age and-type of activity 

Age-group Total number Number of non-workers by type of activity and sex 
of non-
workers Infant Full time Household Seeking Any other 

student duty employment dependent 

P M F M F M 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

0-14 224 129 95 27 15 50 
15 -19 29 9 20 9 
20-24 31 3 28 1 
25-29 19 3 16 2 1 
30-39 25 1 24 1 
40 -49 16 1 15 
50-59 10 10 
60+ 17 5 12 

Total 371 151 220 30 15 61 

It can be seen from the table 11.16 that out of 
371 non-workers living in 64 households, 45 
(12.13 pe-r cent) are infants, 77 (20.75 per cent) 
full time students, 110 (129.65 per cent) are 
engaged in household duties, 2 (0.54 per cent) 
are seeking employment and 137 (36.93 per 
cent) are dependents. Village wise details are 
given In annexure VI. 

The non-practicing (15) households have a 
population of 126 persons (65 males and 61 
females) of wh ich 36 (28.57 per cent) are workers 
(35 males and one female) and 90 (71.43 per 
cent) non-workers (30 males and 60 females). 

An enquiry' regarding commencement and 
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F M F M F M F 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

16 2 52 62 
20 1 

- 27 2 . 
16 
24 
14 1 1 

5 5 
2 5 10 

16 110 2 58 79 

grOwth of the craft in selected village shows that 
10 villages Malethu and Lalanagar the craft is 
being practiced since late nineteenth century. In 
fact in village Malethu the craft work started 
some times between 1885 to 1890 while in 
Village Lalanagar all the 22 households inter
viewed unanimously stated 1890 as the year ofl 
commencement of craft work In their village. In 
village Bhainsa, however, the craft is of compara
tively recent origin. In thiS village carpet weaving 
work had reportedly been taken up between 
1 960 to 1 965. 

It is tnus evident from the foregOing account l 

that no specifi<?~aste or cOl1'1_munity_~f.tr~ditlonall 
craftsmen is presently engaged in woollen, 



carpet weaving. In f~ct, a number of castel 
communities whose traditional occupations 
were something else, have in the course of time 
adopted carpet weaving as their main occupa-
tion. 

Sel"llee available to craftsmen In the village 
Co-operative societies 

There are field co-operative societies in 
villages for providing necessary aid to the craf! 
Industry. The name of MiS. Harijan Carpet 
Weavers Co-operative Society Ltd., Lalanagar, 
Varanasi can be mentioned in this regard. 
However, present enquiries reveal tnat thiS 

SOCiety too is now practically ineffective and 
dorment. While in case of village Malethu, the 
nearest available society is at a distance of 6 kms. 
at Bhadohi, Varanasi viz. All India Handloom 
Fabrics Market.ing Co-operative Society Ltd. In 
case of village Bhainsa, a society viz., People 
Carpet Co-operative Society Ltd., is located at 
Kanak Sarai at a distance of about 3 kms. There is 
also a training centre associated with the 
development of craft industry at Bhadohi. It is 
being run by the Regional Office of the Develop
'nent Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of 
Commerce. The training fs being imparted by the 
Field Administrative Cell under the carpet 
weaving scheme. 





CHAPTER· III 

Process of Learning 

Source of learning 

Learning process for any art calls for dedioa· 
tion, hard work and intelligence. So is the case 
with the woollen carpet weaving craft. The fine, 
floral and colourful variety of carpets can be 
produced only after the acquisition of required 
technical skill. In fact, carpet weaving is a rural 
based traditional handicraft which under the 
primitive conditions were passed on from father 
to son. There used to be then no formal training 
classes earlier. Thedw~lIing unit of the craftsmen 
used to be their workshop and also served the 
purpose of a trainmg centre 'for the beginners. 
Thus traditionally the process of learning this art 
was passed on from one generation to the other. 
The household entering into this field for the first 
time used to learn from other practicing house
holds or from craftsmen of other villages. During 
the process of traditional training system the 
prospective weaver had to sit by the Side of 
craftsmen in order to understand various techni
calities step by step. A close observation and full 
devotion, then used to take atleast six nlonths to 
learn the whole process of carpet weaving. 

The survey of three villages selected for this 
study reveals that there is no training centre in any 
one of these villages. They are still following the 
primitive way of acquiring technical skill required 
for this purpose with the help of local artisans. As 
has already been stated under the traditional 
method of learning the prospective weaver had 
to take shelter with the Village artisan. He IS given 
first hand knowledge about the types of raw 
materials to be used, preparation of coil of 
woollen and cotton yarns, reading of carpet 
design map, operation of loom and its acce
ssories. They are also taught functioning of 
looms and handling of vanous tools and instru
ments. 

Preparation of work 

The craftsman teaches the new comer the 
method of spreading tar (warp) on the loom 
keeping In mind the size of the carpet to be 
woven and framing it on the loom. Stretching of 
warp can be done for 3 carpets at a time for the 
carpet size (length) of 5-6 meters each. One by 
one all the carpets are woven. While weaving one 
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carpet, the warp for remaining carpets is rolled 
around the upper beam. The whole process of 
learning the preparatory work of carpet weaving 
can broadly be divided into following five heads:-
1. Preparation of tana, 
2. Preparation of khatri, 
3. Opening of woollen yarn, 
4. Setting of tars and 
5. Preparation of gulla. 

Weaving 

At the stage of learning the art of weaving the 
trainee is taught about the method of map read
ing, tapka lagana (knotting), clipping and other 
related work. 

He is instructed about the carpet design map 
already prepared on a piece of graph paper and 
also tells them colour schemes to be applied and 
enlargement of deSign in actual weaving accord
Ing to specification indicated in the deSign map. 
Generally the deSign map is one-fourth of the 
original carpet which depicts only a corner of 
ca-rpet. During weaving process the craftsman, 
apart from the instructions given in design map. is 
reqUired to apply his own brain and complete the 
carpet as per measurement and deSign given by 
the manufacturer/contractor He has to use 
same colour of dyed woollen yarn as IS shown In 

the specimen of the deSign. 

The field study of three villagas reveals that 
some energetic young persons from amongst the 
weaverfamlhes have learned designing of carpet 
map in the Village Lalanagar. They have started 
developing a variety of carpet deSigns on the 
baSIS of PerSian model. According to the chang
Ing tastes of the consumer and demand In the 
market, It has become necessary to develop new 
deSigns These young deSigners supply carpet 
deSigns to the manufacturers. The establishment 
of Institute of Carpet Technology at Bhadohi in 
near future is a major step towards revolutioniz
ing the traditional deSigning system. The pro
posed InstitutewllI conduct researches in carpet 
deSign and con~truction of workshed etc. 

The number of knots to be tied In per square 
Inch is already indicated in the design. About one 
Inch of both the honzontal edges (breadth-wise) 



are woven with cotton weft In the weavers 
language it is called khatti. The lower edge is 
woven first and the upper In the end. In between 
two edges, woollen yarn IS used Woollen carpet 
IS woven with woollen yarn by giVing knots with 
cotton warp according to design map and cutting 
the woollen yarn with the chhura (knife) Just after 
knotting. The weaving of a row with woollen weft 
IS followed by passing of a thinner and thicker 
cotton weft. The purpose of uSing thinner cotton 
weft IS to fix the knots properly and that of 
thicker cotton weft IS to accelerate the work of 
weaving The weaving IS completed by uSing 
woollen and cotton weft In the same fashion. The 
machanlsm of weaving process IS such that after 
weaving a few rows Punja is useCf for beating the 
woven portion of the carpet so that knots may not 
get loose. The trainee IS also 'nade aquainted 
with the method of clippinr with kamchl 
(scissors) and wrapping the woven carpet around 
the lower beam 

The next step for the prospective weaver IS to 
learn the technique of separating woven carpet 
from the loom. After weaving is over the crafts
man delivers the carpet to the producer/con
tractor for further processing like washing, final 
ciipping, embossing and finishing. These actl· 
vities are performed by the tramed personnel in 
the workshed of the producer. The training in 
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washing, clipping, embOSSing and finishing is 
also given by the experts in their field. Before the 
Introduction of organised system of training 
classes this technique was traditionally passed 
on from one generation to the other. It was then 
considered a usual part of theLf profession. 
However, office of the Development Com
miSSioner (Handicrafts) have receRtly started 5 
traln,"g centres exclusively for washing and 
finishing in Uttar Pradesh. It is anticipated that 
this office Will open more training centres in near 
future. However, the traming centres for weaving 
has been opened long back by this office. In 
addition to this the UPFC IS also running training 
centres for carpet weaving in some other villages 
of Utar Pradesh. 

The learning process In selected villages 

DUring the survey In all the 3 Villages sele~ted 
for the study It was found that the weavers have 
not received any formal training for carpet weav
Ing from any institutional training centre. They 
have, however, learnt the whole process by ob.· 
serving while providing assistance to the master 
craftsman The table 111.1 indicates distribution of 
persons engaged In the craft work clasSified by 
relationship with the head of the household and 
source of acquiring skill. 



Table 111.1 

Distribution of persons engaged in the craft classifie'd by relationship with the head and source of 
acquirement of skill (In case the skill is passed from father to son traditionally) 

Relationship with the head No. of persons engaged In craft No. reported having acquired skill 
through method-I (father gave 

traming of weaving) 

1 2 3 

Malethu 
Self (Head of household) 22 4 
Son 4 2 
Brother 1 

Sub Total 27 6 

La la nagar 
Self (Head of household) 21 11 
Son 19 19 
Brother 3 1 
Father's brother 1 
Brother's son 2 

Sub Total 46 31 

Bhainsa 
Self (head of household) 21 
Son 3 
Brother 10 

Sub Total 34 

Grand Total 
Self (Head of household) 64 15 
Son 26 21 
Brother 14 1 
Father's brother 1 
Brother's son 2 

Grand Total 107 37 
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Out of 1 07 per.aons engaged in carp~t weaving, 
37 (34.58 per cent) have received training from 
theil father. In village Lalanagar more than two
thirds of the weavers have acquired skill from 
their father while in village Bhainsa none was 
reported in this category. 

The table 111.2 presents distributton of perSUlls 
engaged in carpet weaving clasSified by relation
ship with the head, nature of work performed and 
the persons, imparted training. 

Table 111.2 

Distribution of persons engaged in the craft classified by relationship with the head, nature of wor~. 
performed and the persons imoarted trainino 

Relationship No. of No. of persons engaged in the craft by nature of wor"-
with the head persons performed weaving where the relation noted in col. 1 received 

engaged training 
in the craft 

Not related Brother Father Brother'sn Father's 
son brother 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Malethu 
SeH (Head) 22 12 4 4 1 1 
Son 4 2 2 
Brother 1 1 

Sub Total 27 12 7 6 1 1 

La.anagar 
Self (Head) 21 3 7 11 
Son 19 19 
Brother 3 1 1 1 
Father's Brother 1 1 
Brother's son 2 2 

Sub Total 46 3 9 31 3 

Bhalnsa 
Self (Head) 21 19 I 1 
Son 3 3 
Brother 10 10 

Sub Total 34 19 14 1 

Grand Total 
Self (Head) 64 34 12 15 2 1 
Son 26 5 21 
Brother 14 12 1 1 
Father's Brother 1 1 
Brother's son 2 2 

tirand Total 107 34 30 37 2 4 

It can be observed from the table 111.2 that most pointed out by the mastercraftsmen that children 
of the weavers have got training from theirfathers, around 15 years of age have greater potentiality 
brothers and unrelated persons. It has been to learn the art of weaving more effiCiently and 
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qUickly with their nimble fingers. After 25 years OT 

age It IS very difficult to learn the art of weaving 
However, with more dedication and by practicing 
for a longer period one can acquire skill even 
after 25 years of age 

The table III 3 gives distribution of persons 
engaged In the carpet weaving classified by 
relatlonshlD With the head, the person who 
Imparted training, penod of training and 
remuneration. 

Table 111.3 

Dlstnbutlon of persons engaged In the craft classified by relatlo,"!shlp with head, the person Imrortant 
training, penod of training and relationship 

Relatlon- Number Number of persons engaged In the craft who received training from 
ship With of per- ----------------------------
the head sons 

enga
ged In 

Father for the penod of 

the craft----------------------------
Less than 6 months 6 months to one year 2+years and paid remuneration 

and paid remuneration and paid remuneration 

Obltga- Remu- Remu- 0 
tory neratlon neration 

c 

2 3 

Self 64 7 
(Head) 
Son 26 2 
Brother 14 
Brother's 2 
Son 
Father's 1 
Brother 

Total 107 9 

Less than 6 months 
and paid remu-
neration 

0 C 

12 13 

~ 
2 1 

4 1 

-1- cash -2- kind 

4 

K 

14 

5 6 

7 

17 
1 

25 

7 

Brother for the period of 

6 months to 
one year and 
paid remune-

ration 

o c K 

15 16 17 

10 

6 1 

1 

17 1 

39 

K 

8 

o 

18 

2 
5 

7 

o c K 

9 

1 

2 

3 

10 11 

2 + years and paid 
remuneration 

c K 

19 20 



Table 11I.3{Concld~ 

Father's brother for the period of 

Less than 6 months and paid 6 months to one year and paid 2+ years and paid remuneration 
remuneration remuneration 

o c K o c K o c K 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

1 

2 1 

3 1 

Brother's son for the period of 

Less than 6 months and paid 6 months to one year and paid 2+ years and paid remuneration 
remuneration remuneration 

o c K o c K o c K 

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 

1 1 

1 

Not related 

Less than 6 months and paid 6 months to one year ~nd paid 2+ years and paid remuneration 
remuneration remuneration 

o c K 

39 40 41 

7 1 

7 1 

Note:- 0 Stands for obligatory 
C Stands for Cash 
K Stands for kind 

o c 

42 43 

15 1 

15 1 

40 

K o c K 

44 45 46 47 

9 1 

9 1 



It can be seen from the table 111.3 that out of 107 
weavers, 26 (24.30 per cent) have received train
Ing upto 6 months, 61 (57.01 per cent) between 6 
months to 1 year and 20 (18.69 per cent) for 2 
years and over. The weavers have reported that 
there IS no restriction on imparting or receiving 
traming In carpet weaving. It is important to note 
that a majority of weavers (94.39 per cent) have 
been obliged by their trainer craftsmen by giving 
them training at their place of work. This reflects 
the prevalance of our traditional social norms 
and virtues by which they are supposed to pass 
on their skill and art to others. Only 6 weavers 
have reported to have paid remuneration to the 
master craftsmen in the range of Rs. 15/- to 1 00/
for receiving training. There are, ~owever, no 

terms and conditions for providmg or getting 
training. Village-wise position can be seen in 
annexure VII. 

The survey of 64 practicing households reveals 
that all the weavers from 3 villages consider their 
training to be adequate. There is no institutional 
training facilities in these villages. The weavers 
have acquired requisite technical skill from their 
father or from any master craftsmen acquainted 
with their family. 

The table 111.4 presents distribution of practic
ing households by penod of engagement in the 
craft. 

Table 111.4 
Distribution of practicing households by period of engaaement 

Period of engagement No. of households engaged in the craft in the village 

Malethu Lalanagar Bhainsa Total 

1 2 

Less than 5 years 5 
5-9 years 3 
10-19 years 11 
20 years + 8 

Total 27 

It can be seen from the table 111.4 that the 
largest number of persons entered in carpet 
weaving profession 10-19 years ago in villages 
Malethu(11)and Bhainsa(18)while in Lalanagar 
the maximum number of entrants were 19 
engaged 20 and more years ago. However, in all 3 
villages craft is being practiced for more than 20 
years. I n recent years the number of new entrants 
have increased. However, the Informants 
reported that carpet weaving is no more a lucra
tive job. This state of affair is reflected by views of 
weavers who are not keen in recommending this 
profession to tMir sons. 

Impact of non-availability of training centres 
on socio-economlc life of the weavers 

The weavers have reported that non-availabi
lity of Govt. weaving training centre in or around 
the village, caused a lot Of difficulties to them. 
Prior t~ the introduction of carpet industry in the 
village, they had to go·to other olstant Villages in 
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3 4 5 

10 10 25 
5 5 13 

12 18 41 
19 1 28 

46 34 107 

which craft was practiced, for receiving a sort of 
Informal training. This process used to take more 
time because lot of time was wasted In pleasing 
the master craftsmen before the technical skill 
was passed on to them. But presently new 
comers are getting training in their villages 
from their village craftsmen. As tiie survey has 
revealed mostly persons belonging to the 
weaker sections of the society are engaged in 
carpet weaving. They have to invest their time 
and money for acquiring weaving ski11 for 6 
months to 1 year and even more than 2 years in 
some cases. During this period they are not given 
any remuneration or stipend. Thus the training 
period proves a burden for their family. A govt. 
training centre would .!Jave provided them not 
only training but alse) some money in form of 
stipend during training penod. Such an arrange
ment will undoubtedly provide a boost for the 
development of this industry. Under the primitive 
system of imparting training the productivity of 
the craftsmen is adversely affected as they can 



not fully concentrate on their jOb. Not only th',s 
some times the quality ofthe carpet woven IS also 
affected as the attention of the craftsmen IS 
diverted while explaining the technicali-ty of the 
process. 

After learning weaving work they earn on ar 
average Rs. 8 to 12 In a day With the pheno' 
menon of rising pnces, the cost of hVlng has 
gone up conSiderably hence wages paid to the 
workers are insufficient to support their family. 
The consequential effect IS that weavers are In 

distress and always live in misery and poverty. 
They are forced by pressing need to take 
advance from the carpet manufacturers with the 
result they loose their bargaimng power In the 
labour market. By providing better traimng their 
technIcal skIll can be improved whIch WIll help In 

augmenting their Income 

Bio-graphical sketches of craftsmen 

Although the problems faced by craftsmen are 
multlfanous yet all of them have reported some 
common problems Non availabilities of training 
facilities, low rate of wage In carpet weaving, lack 
of credit facilities required for constructIon of 
workshops and purchase of tools and IIll,ple
ments, non payment of wages for preparatory 
work at pre-weaving stage and also non-payment 
of transportation charges to the weavers by the 
manufacturers and wage deduction are some of 
the promInent problems of craftsmen. The bio
graphical sketches of 3 craftsmen, one from each 
VIllage, representing different communities, are 
given below: 

Shn Mohammad Hussain I 

Shn Mohammad Hussain,80 years old halls 
from the Village Malethu. He IS Ansari (Muslim). 
His father Shn Sahul Hussain was also a 
renowned carpet weaver. He IS Illiterate. He 
received training In carpet. weaving from hiS 
father at an early age of 12 years, he is married 
and has 2 daughters. He Initiated thIS craft on 
account of poverty and lack of economic re
sources. There was no carpet weavmg traming 
centre In hIS VIllage or nearby during hiS child
hood. However, this facility IS not available even 
now. After getting tramlng he purchased loom by 
taking loan from the money lender. He has been 
weaving carpet on wages. He receives raw 
matenals from the producers/contractors for 
weaving carpet, takes weaving charges from the 
producers/contractors after delivenng the 
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woven carpet. He is facing dIfficulties due to lack 
of proper workshop. His thatched workshop 
leaks In the rainy season which results in low 
production and lower wages. Lack of tram,porta
tlOI'1 facilities comes In the way of development of 
the craft in thiS village. Chauri market in Varanasl 
district across the river Varuna IS the main 
nearest production centre from Malethu. The 
weavers have often to go tolfrom this market for 
taking raw matenals from the contractor and 
delivering woven carpet to the contractor. 'In 
rainy season Indigenous boat services are 
available on thIS route in Varuna river, but there is 
no link road between the village and Chauri 
Market exoept a bridle path. Non availabIlity of 
proper lighting facility also affects the production 
adversely. The village abadi has not been electri
fIed so far though electricity is available in the 
village for agricultural purpose. Strike observed 
by the weavers of th;s area around 1960 for 
revision of wages, is the majorevent of nls life as a 
weaver. 

Shn Kishore 

Shri Kishore 5/0 Shri Mata Bhikh is a master 
craftsman. He comes from tne village Lalanagar. 
He is 80 years old. He belongs to Bind (Kewat) 
caste of Hmdu religion. He IS Illiterate. He is 
married and is father of a son. HIS father was 
also a carpet weaver. As carpet weavmg was the 
traditional occupation of hIS father, he also got 
hImself associated with the craft in the prime of 
his youth under the gUIdance of his father. At the 
age of 14 he started receIving training in carpet 
weaving from his father. He devoted about 4 
years In learning weaving. There was no carpet 
traming centre in hiS Village in his chIldhood and 
it is not available even now. So he has to depend 
on the traditional method for acquinng weaving 
skill. He has varied and long experience of carpet 
weaving at his credit. Weaving environment 
around him, poverty of the fami!y and lack of 
alternatIve employment motivated him to take up 
the craft. Although he has passed major part of his 
hfe In carpet weaving, yet he is stili at the same 
level from where he had started practicing thIS 
craft He has emphasised on the need of increas
Ing wage rate, keeping check on the malprac
tIce of wage reduction by the producers on the 
pretext of defects in weaving, payment of trans
portation charges of raw matenals/woven carpet 
to the weavers for to/fro journey from the village 
and opening of training facilities In the village. 
Weavers stnke in 1978 m hiS area was reported 
to be the major Important event of hiS life. This 



strike was observed for the revision of wages 
which lasted for 35 days. As a result of this strike 
he vividly remembers the weavers were finally at 
a loss since during the strike period they earned 
nothing and faced hardship. 

Shr; Raja Ram 

Shri Raja Ram was born in 1945 in the village 
Bhainsa. He is Chamar by caste (a scheduled 
caste). He is married and has 3 sons and 2 
daughters. He is educated upto primary level. He 
has taken carpet weaving craft at the age of 15. 
Traditionally his family's occupation was agri
cultural labour but when agriculture proved to be 
ineffective to support his family, he joined this 
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craft. He received training in carpet weaving from 
the craftsman Shri Ram Yadav of village Rampur. 
After completing training he installed his loom 
and started carpet weaving on wage basis. Like 
other craftsmen he also collects raw materials 
from the contractor, weaves the carpet, gives the 
delivery of the woven carpet to the concerned 
contractor and receives wages from him. The 
facility of carpet weaving training centre was 
neither available in his childhood nor it IS pre
sently available in his village. He suggested that 
exploitation of weavers should be stopped. In 
order to improve the level of working of the 
weavers, opening of a training centre in the 
village is the urgent need of the craftsmen. 
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CHAPTER-IV 

MANUFACTURING PROCESS 

Place of work 

The hand knotted woollen carpet industry 
being practiced In Bhadohi and Its surrounding 
areas, IS well known not only In India but also in 
foreign countries. This Industry has presently 
extended to several villages in adjoining districts 
also I n fact hand knotted carpet industry IS a 
village based Industry and IS practiced within 
the residential premises of Villagers or within the 
boundary of the Village. Its manufacturing process 
IS simple but at the same time labOUriOUS also. In 
vlewof the simplicity andlabouronentedwork Its 
Importance forthe rural economy IS manifold. For 
example It does not require heavy investment on 
plant and machinery and bUilding and can be 
easily earned on With the help of family members. 

Thus, apart from providing employment to the 
villagers and their family members, it controls the 
temptation of rural population to migrate to urban 
areas In search of job. This industry has to face 
tough competetion in foreign markets. Hence as 
the situation demands for capturing foreign 
market .it is essential not only to maintain the 
supply line but also to improve the quality of 
carpets. Moreover It IS necessary to produce 
carpet of standard quality so that thiS art non only 
survives but flourishes In our country for years to 
come. 

Table IV.1 shows dlstnbutlon of households 
and persons engaged rn the craft to place of 
work. 

Table IV.1 

Distribution of households and persons engaged in the craft to place of work 

Place of work of the head of the Number of households where Placeofworkofpersonotherthan 
household place of work of the head of the the head of the households is 

households (as noted in col.1) same as that of head of house
holds 

2 3 

1 Part of the dwelling house 
48 (73) 25 

2. Work-shop (a) Owned by the 11 (28~ 17 
household 
(b) Owned by the others 5 (6) 1 

Total 64(107) 43 

It can be seen from the table IV 1 that out of 64 
households selected for the study 48 (75.00 per 
cent) are running the carpet weaving Industry In a 
portion of their own dwelling units, 11 (17 19 per 
cent) In the workshop owned by the household 
While only 5(7.81 per cent) households are 
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engaged In weaving In the workshop owned by 
the others Thus there IS predominance of 
households running this industry In their own 
houses Village level pOSition can be seen In 
annexure VIII. 



, The table IV.2 presents deployment position of 
the households classified by broad age-group 
place of work and duration of work-in the hand i-

craft in relation to head of the household an, 
other members. 

Table IV.2 

Households classified by broad age-group, place of work and duration 9f work in the handicraft ir 
relation to head of the househol~ and other members 

Age - group Duration of No. of heads of No. of persons Part of the dwelling hous~ 
work in the the households other than the 
handicraft engaged in the head of house- No. of head of No. of persor 

handicraft hold engaged the households other thanlheao 
in the ehgaged of the house· 

handicraft holds engaged 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

0-14 Less than 3 3 
5 years 

5-9 
10-19 
20+ 

Sub Total 3 3 

15-34 Less than 3 4 2 4 . 
5 years 

5-9 4 2 4 2 
10-19 18 18 15 7 
20+ 

Sub Total 25 24 21 13 

35-59 Less than 3 2 
5 years 

5-9 1 6 2 
10-19 11 9 8 7 
20 + 19 1 14 

Sub Total 34 16 24 9 

60+ Less than 
5 years 

5-9 
10-19 3 3 
20+ 2 

, Sub Total 5 3 

, Grand Total 64 43 48 25 
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Table IV.2(ConCld:) 

Place of work-workshop 

Owned by the hou.sehold where Owned by the others where 

No of head of the 
households engaged 

No. of persons other No. of head of the No. of perons other than 
than head of the house households engaged head of the households 

holds engaged engaged 

7 

3 

3 

1 
1 
4 

6 

2 

2 

11 

8 

11 

11 

4 
2 

6 

17 

9 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 

4 

5 

10 

1 

1 

1 

Note - All the head of the households were male in the three surveyed villages 

All the heads of 64 households and 43 other 
working members of theirfamilies engaged in the 
weaving of woollen carpet are males. The largest 
number (50) of weavers belong to the age-group 
35-59 years closely followed by (49) by the age
group 15-34 years. However, the number of 
weavers belonging to the younger age-group 0-14 
and of old age Le., 60 years and over are negligible. 
There IS no trammg cum-production centre In 
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any ot the 3 villages selected tor the craft study. 
Village-wise statistics can be seen in annexure 
IX. 

All the 107 weavers have reported that the 
place of their work is adequate. It is Interesting to 
note that in case of 73 persons the place of their 
work IS part of their dwelling units while In case of 
31 it is situated wlt"in the distance less than one 



Ktn However. there IS one wno has to foot while the remaining 2 living beyond 3 kms 
trave13-4 kms and 2 have to go more than 5 kms from the place of their work reach there by the bi-
from the place of their residence. Out of 34 cycles. Households owning the place of work 
persons whose place of work is other than their classified by area occupied and number of 
dwelling units, 32 reach their place of work on person working therein is shown In table IV.3. 

Table IV.3 
Households OWning place of work classified by area occupied and number of persons working therein 

Place of work No of 
owned by the households 
hous~hold owntng 

place of 
work noted 
In col 1 

2 

1 Part of 
dwelling 
house 48 

2. Workshop 16 

Total 64 

Number of households having occupied tHea 

Less than 3 sq mts and number 3-5 sq. mts and number of persons 
ot persons engaged there In engaged therein 

Single 2-5 6-10 

3 4 5 

1 

Single 

6 

4 " 
1 

2-5 

7 

2 

5 2 

Number of households having occupied area 

6-10 

8 

6-10 sq mts and number of persons 11-16 sq mts and number of persons 
engaged therein engaged therein 

Smgle 2-5 6-10 Single 2-5 6-10 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

11 3 8 7 

4 5 

12 3 12 12 

Number of households haVing occupied area 

17-24 SQ mts and number ot persons 
engaged therein 

Single 2-5 

15 16 

2 2 

2 

6-10 

17 

25 + sq mts and number of persons 
engaged therein 

Single 2-5 6-10 

18 19 20 

5 3 

2 

473 ____ 3~ ______________________________________________________________________________________ _ 
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It can be seen from the table IV.3 that a majority 
of households have the area of their place of work 
between 6 to 16 sq. mts which' is sufficient 
according to their requirement. Village-wise 
details are presented in the annexure X. 

Purity and pollution 

The survey figures reveal that there IS no such 
concept attached to hand made woollen carpet 
Industry. The entry to carpet weaving is open for 
all The weavers are not looked down upon In the 
society on the grounds of their occupation No 
household has reported necessity for obserVing 
punty and pollution associated with the craft 

Handicraft objects 

are some of the other main woollen handicraft 
objects produced at different production centres 
In I ndia. These objects are also exported to the 
foreign countries. But the main item of export is 
hand knotted woollen carpet for which Bhadohi
Mirzapur carpet belt is prominent all over the 
world. The designs used In weaving of these 
carpets are baSically of persian origin. But flow-a
days Indian deSigners have developed their own 
design with the help of perSian design. Low, 
medium and lower fine quality carpet is produced 
In Bhadohi-Mlrzapur belt whereas fine quality IS 
produced in Agra, Jaipur and Amritsarbutcarpets 
woven In Snnagar are far superior to the carpets 
woven at any other place In India. 

The table IV.4 presents distribution of house-
Only carpet is produced in all the 3 Villages holds manufacturing woollen carpet for purpose 

selected for craft study Acart from woollen hand as related to educational level of head of the 
made carpets, drugget, rugs, durnes and namdas household. 

Table IV.4 
Distribution of households manufacturing handicraft items for purpose as related educational level of 

the head of the household 

Educational level Name of handi- No. of house- Number reporting purpose for which the 
of the head of the craft items holds manu- particular item is used 
household manufactured facturing hand;-

handicraft items 1-Floor covering 2-Bedding 3-Wall 
decoration 

2 3 4 5 6 

Malethu 
1. Illiterate Carpet 12 7 5 
2 Literate without 

educational 
level " 3 3 

3. Primary or Junior 
Basic " 5 3 2 

4. Middle " 1 1 
5. Matriculation or 

Higher 
Secondary " 

6. Non-technical 
diploma or certi-
ficate not equal 
to degree " 1 1 

7. Technical 
diploma or certi-
ficate not equal " 
to degree 

8. Graduate and 
above " 

Total 22 15 7 
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Table IV.4(Concld\ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Lalanagar 
1. Illiterate Carpet 11 11 2 
2. Literate without 

educational 
level " 8 8 

3- Primary or Junior 
Basic " 1 1 

4. Middle " 1 1 
5. Matricul ation 

or Higher 
Secondary " 

6. Non-technical 
diploma or certI-
ficate not equal 
to degree " 

7. Technical 
diploma or certi-
ficate not equal " 
to degree 

8. Graduate and 
above " 

Total 21 21 2 

Shain.a 
1. Illiterate Carpet 10 6 5 2 
2. literate without 

educational 
level " 6 5 3 

3. Primary or 
Junior Basic " 2 2 

4. Middle " 2 2 
5. Matriculation 

or Higher 
Secondary " 

6. Non-technical 
diploma or 
certificate not 
eQual to degree " 

7. Technical 
diploma not 
eQual to degree " 1 1 

8. Graduate and 
above " 

Total 21 16 8 2 
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Table IV-4 (Concld.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Grand total 
1. Illiterate Carpet 33 24 12 2 
2. Literate without 

educational 
level " 17 16 3 

3. Primary or Junior 
Basic " 8 6 2 

4 Middle " 4 4 
5 Matnculatlon or 

Higher 
Secondary " 

6 Non-techn Ical 
diploma not 
equal to degree " 1 1 

7. Technical 
diploma not 
equal to degree " 1 1 

8 Graduate and 
above " 

Grand Total 64 52 17 2 

Note:-Some of the households have made carpets for more than one purpose 

It can be seen from the table IVA that woollen 
carpets have been manufactured forthe purpose 
of floor covering, bedding and walt decoration. 
Some of the households have prepared carpets 
for more than one use. Considering the literacy 
level of the weaving households it has been 
observed that more than fifty percent of them are 
illiterate while only two, one each holding non
technical diploma and technical diploma not 
equal to degree are better qualified. 

Seasonal variation in production and use of 
raw materials 

Mostly landless agricultural labourers and 
marginal farmers are engaged In carpet weaving 
hence their weaving activities are bound to be 
influenced by the agricultural operations. For 
example at the time of sowing, irrigation and 
harvesting the weavers are involved in these 
activities which causes hinderance in weaving 
work. Besides this shortage of raw material and 
skilled labour have also affected the carpet 
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Industry adversely. There are several seasonal 
factors which have bearing on the working of 
carpet industry. For instance, dunng the rainy 
season the transportation of raw material and 
woven carpets as well becomes very difficult due 
to lack of proper fink road. Similarly, drying of 
dyed woollen yarn and washed carpet also 
becomes very difficult In rainy season. Both 
woollen and cotton yarns are arranged syste
matically in the open which get disturbed In rainy 
season while shifting them from one place to tre 
other In order to protect them from heavy 
showers. In summer season heat affects the 
effiCiency of weavers badly. All these factors 
account for the lowering the prOductivity 
However, winter is the best season for carpet 
weaving when weavers are free from the tensions 
created due to the environmental affects des· 
crlbed earlier. 

The table IV 5 presents distribution of house
holds manufacturing various objects of handi
craft. 
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It can be seen from the table IV.S that all 64 seasonal variation in production. Village level 
households have manufactured woollen carpets position is shown in the annexure XI. The dlstn-
In the range of less than 10 carpet in a month. It is bution of persons classified by relationship with 
also observed that comparatively educated 'the head, period engaged in the draft and nature 
craftsmen have better productivity than the of work performed is presented in the table IV 6 
illiterates. Out of 64 households, 33 have reported 

, Tabl.,V.8 
Distribution of persons classified by relationship with the head, period engaged in the craft and nature 

of work performed 

Period engaged No. of Number of persona related to the head engaged in the craft and who 
in the craft persons performed stretching of warp and weaving 

engaged 
in craft Self (Head Wife Son Brother Brother's Father's 

of the Son brother 
household) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

•• ,.thu 
Less than 
5 years 5 3 2 
5-9 3 2 1 
10-19 11 9 1 1 
20+ 8 8 

Total 27 22 4 1 

LBI.nagar 
Less than 
5 years 10 2 7 1 
5-9 5 4 1 
10-19 12 5 6 1 
20+ 19 14 2 2 1 

Total 46 21 19 3, 2 1 

Shain .. 
Less than 
5 years 10 5 1 4 
5-9 5 2 3 
10-19 18 13 2 3 
20+ 1 1 

Total 34 21 3 10 

Grand Total 
Less than 
5 years 25 10 10 4 1 
5-9 13 4 5 4 
10-19 41 27 9 4 1 
20+ 28 23 2 2 1 

Grand Total 107 64 26 14 2 1 
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All the weavers have performed the work of 
stretching warp and weaving. Of the 1 07 weavers, 
25 are engaged in carpet weaving for. less than 5 
years, 13 weavers 5-9 years, 41 weavers 10-19 
years while 28 are engaged in carpet weaving for 
more than 20 years. 

Average monthly consumpt-ion of raw materials 
showing seasonal vanation for manufacturing 
different items of handicraft is presented in the 
table IV.7 

Table IV.7 
Average month Iy consumption of raw material by seasonal variation for manufacturing different items of 

handicraft classified by edUCational level of head of the household 

Educational level of No. of handicraft No. of households Average monthly consumption 
head of the household items manufa- manufacturing of each raw material (in kgs) 

ctured handicraft items 
Raw matenal 1 Raw material 2 

Sut (cotton Katl (woollen 
thread) thread) 

1 2 3 4 5 

1. Illiterate Carpet 33 10.736 20.060 
2. literate without 

educational level " 17 9.444 22.298 
3. Primary or Junior 

Basic " 8 10.633 22.133 
4. Middle " 4 10.300 21.333 
5. Matriculation or 

Higher Secondary " 
6. Non-technical 

diploma or certi-
ficate not equal to " 1 12.300 15.000 
degree 

7. Technical diploma 
or certificate not 
equal to degree " 1 6.800 7.000 

8. Graduate and above " 

Total 64 10.145 19.594 

Number reported having seasonal variation in the consumptIOn OT raw materials 

No. of Households Raw material-1 Sut Raw Material-2 Katl 

Due to summer and Output is higher Due to summer Due to winter season 
rainy season the due to winter and rainy season demand of raw 
quantity is low season raw material material is high 

used low 
6 7 8 9 10 

13 7 6 7 6 
10 5 5 • 5 5 

7 3 5 .... 3 5 
2 1 1 

1 

-
33 15 18 15 18 
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fhe table IV.? indicates that 64 households 
from 3 villages selected for the study have on an 
average 10 kgs of cotton yarn and 20 kgs of 
woollen yarn in a month for the preparation of 
carpets. The monthly consumption of raw materials 
in village Bhainsa is much lower than the Villages 
Malethu and lalanagar which indicates slow 
weaving process In the village Bhalnsa. Of the 64 
households, 33 have reported seasonal vanation 
in the production I e.less production il") rainY and 
summer seasons whereas 31 have not indicated 
any such reason affecting the productivity. This 
may be due to the fact that these 31 households 
may have sufficient up land for preparation of 
tana (stretching of warp) and proper workshops 
for performing various operatIOns dunng the rainy 
season Further, probably their place of work IS 
aIry and hence It IS convenient for them to work 
for longer hours Village-wise details can be seen 
In annexure XII 

Woollen/cotton yarn and deslg n maps of carpet 
to be woven are supplied by the manufacturers/ 
contractors to the weavers. Usually the weavers 
collect raw matenals from the contractor who 
works as a middle man between the manufacturers 
and the weavers. They can however receive 
these matenal from the manufacturers directly 
also. Generally they bring raw materials by head 
load or on bicycle and deliver the carpet after 
weaving to the manufacturers by same mode. 
However, In some cases they utilize the services 
of rtckshaw and tqnga wherever these facilities 
are available. They work on piece-rate basis But 
the piece wage IS determined by the number of 
knots to be weaven. Generally weaving of 6,000 
knots is equal to a dihari (a day's wage) which 
vanes between Rs 8 to Rs 12/ The weavers are 
paid nothmg for the collecting of raw matenals 
from the manufacturers/contractors and delive
ring them the carpets after weaving. Thus they 
have to waste their own time and bear trans
portation charges for bnnglng raw matenals from 
the manufacturers/contractors and returning the 
carpet after weaving. 

Raw materials 

Woollen and cotton yarn are the two main raw 
materials required for weaving. Raw wool is 
procured from the sheep. There is not only actute 
shortage of raw wool in the country but the 
quality of the wool available is also rough which 
affects the quality of the carpets manufaGtured. 
Soft and fine quality wool is produced only in 
Jammu and Kashmir but the yeild is very low and 
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insufficient to cater to the need of entire carpet 
industry. For Bhadohi woollen carpet industry, 
woollen yarn is brought from Rajasthan, Haryana 
and Punjab. However, some better quality wool is 
imported from the foreign countries like New
Zealand and Australia There are a number of wool 
spinning mills in Rajasthan, Haryana, and Punjab 
which supply woollen yarn to the carpet industry 
of Bhodoh I. For that matter the wool spinning mills 
of Jodhpur, Bhilwara and Pali (RaJasthan), Panipat 
(Haryana) and Amritsar (PunjabJ are worth 
mentioning. The quality of wool locally procured 
at Bhadohi IS very poor hence the same is mainly 
used for making woollen durries. Besides mill 
made woollen yarn, hand spun woollen yarn is 
also used in carp~t manufactunng. Presently the 
ratio of mill made woollen yarn and hand spun 
used In carpet manufacturing is 70% and 30% as 
against earlier 30% and 70%. The main factor 
responsible for the insufficient Yield of indl
geneous variety of wool are export of live sheep, 
sheep meat and rearing of mainly local variety of 
sheep. In addition to this, the raw wool is also 
exported to other countnes, though In limited 
quantity. 

It was estimated that 35 million kgs. of wool 
was produced in 1974-75 which has now declined 
to 25 million kgs. However, the total requirement 
of wool in the country is about 30 million kgs. Out 
of 25 million kgs wool produced in the country 
hardly 12 million kgs. is worth carpet manu
facturing while presently the demand is of 16 
million kgs. The wool reqUirement for manu
factunng carpets is expected to Increase in 
future by 10 million kgs. due to rise in the level of 
production in order to achieve the target of 
exporting woollen hand knotted carpet worth Rs 
300 crores annually. If at all this target is to be 
achieved It would be necessary to supplywoollen 
yarn of fine quality at reasonable rate. 

Raw wool IS processed, spun and dyed in 
different colours for the use in weaving carpets. 
Th us dye IS one ofthe most important raw material 
used in carpet industry Previously natural colours 
procured from vegetables and herbs were used 
but presently chemical dye IS more prevalent 
since It does not fade away and remains as such 
for quite long. There is, however, no problem in 
getting fast dye in the country. 

Owing to the shortage of woollen yarn and high 
demand ItS price has increased from Rs.40/- per 
kg. to Rs 70/-. The price of cotton thread has also 
increased about one and a half times m the last 



few years. ~ith the result the price of carpet has 
gone up considerably. The over all impact of 
rising cost is that carpets prduced in our country 
are not in a position to compete in the world 
market. It is high time for the Govt. to consider for 
the import of duty free raw wool of finer variety by 
slashing down the 20 per cent import duty 
presently imposed on raw woo" Besides this, the 
indigenous production of raw wool should b.e 
encouraged 'by promoting sheep breeding and 
sheep rearing activities in various parts of the 
country. 

Coal IS another raw material used in dyeing 
plants. The people of the All India Carpet 
Manufacurers Association (AICMA) reported that 
coal is not supplied timely and regularly10 them 
which causes hindrance in their work. It was also 
reported that the District Industries Centre 
(DIG) takes too much time in completing official 
formalities and issuing coal permits to the 
_m,anufacturers. There is thus necessity for 
streamli ning tnesuppJy of coal so that it is available 
to the manufacturers in time according to their 
needs 

Stages of carpet manufacturing 

As described earlier the hand knotted carpet 
passes through various stages before final shape 
is given to it. Spinning of woollen yarn from 
processed and carded woo~dymg of woollen yarn 
with chemicals, drying, winding of woollen yarn, 
stretching of warp and frammg It on the loom are 
some of the major preliminary stages of weaving 
operations. The preparatory work is done by the 
weaver with or Without the help of members of hiS 
family before actual weaving operations 
commences. Besides preparatory work the m~iin 
stages are weaving, Inspection, cliPPing, brushfn§, 
washing, drying, embOSSing and fmishing. 
Weaving and pre-fmal clipping at weaver's level 
and beating of knots are the main operations at 
the weaving stage while inspection, final clipping, 
brushing, washing dying, embOSSing and finishing 
are the post weaving stage operations 

Carpet weaving 

The actual carpet weavmg work is taken up 
after completing preparatory work which includes 
COIl making of cotton and woollen yarn and 
stretching of warp on loom. The preparatory work 
takes about 8 days, for which wages are not paid 
to the weaves. Generally women and children 
assist the weavers in opening of yarn and coilmg 
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while stretching of ,tar(warp) on loom is done by 
the weavers themselves according 10 the size of 
the carpet to be woven. Warping is done with 
cotton' thread. In the initial stage of weaving a 
narrow band of about one inch is woven with 
tharri (thinner cotton weft) to secure knots of the 
end of the carpet. This band is locally called 
khatti. After this woollen bana (weft) is used. The 
method of weaving conSists of weaving a row 
with kat; (woollen yarn) by giving tapka (knotting) 
followed by paSSing a row with thinner cotton 
thread for fixing the woollen yarn and then a row 
with both (thicker cotton yarn) for accelerating 
the process of weaving. Indian weavers use 
Persian knot which is tied witn a strand of yarn 
around two adjacent warp threads leaving 
some of the threads free at either side for the 
lateral selvages. The method of knotting is given 
in the figure below: 

w w w w w 

,~ 

I _, 
w wwwww w 

W-cotton warp 

" 

W'-woollen yarn 

The design map IS hanged on the wall With a 
khunt, (peg) In the front of the weaver. The 
shade to be given to the carpet is indicated in left 
Side lower corner of the design map while colour 
combination is indicated in t,kki at the bottom of 
the design map. The weavers uses colourful katl 
inweaving very carefully avoiding the inCIdence 
of rangkata. The length and breadth of carpet 
and also the number of knots to gl'lIen in per 
square inch are shown in the design map. The 
deviation In weaving from these specifications 
affects the quality of the carpet. Number of 
knots per square inch and quality of woollen yarn 
are the main .criterion for determination of the 
quality of the carpet. If the number of knots is 



higher and the quality of woollen yarn is better the 
quality of the ca rpet will also be better. It is always 
betterto start weaving from the south-west corner. 

However It can also be initiated from the centre 
or south-east corner. He has to hold woollen yarn 
In left hand and knife in right hand The lachhi/ 
Kawll (coils of woollen yarn and cotton yarn) are 
hanged from the ceiling of the house with a peg 
In order to remove the strain from the hand. Only 
an end of the coil IS left hanging in front of the 
weaver for use while weaving. The weavers draws 
yarn from the coli according to his convenience 
when needed. After giVing _knots he has to cut 
the woollen yarn with knife efficiently and quickly 
without committing baltha and at the same time 
he has to take care of his fingures of the left hand 
so that they are not injured. Irrespective of all 
precautions during the process of weaving, 
particularly the new entrant has to face tne 
problem of scratches on fingers of the left hand. 

The process IS repeated again and again 
dUring the course of weaving. The sequence of 
using woollen weft, thinner cotton weft and then 
thicker cotton weft remains the same till the 
whole carpet is woven except both the khattis 
(edges) which are woven with thinnercotton weft. 
A.tter weaving a few rows beating with punja 
(comb) IS also repeated frequently so that knots 
are fixed properly. As the weaving work pro
gresses, the weaver performs beating of weft 
followed byclipping at his level and wrapping the 
carpet in roller (lower beam). The final clipping is, 
however, done in the workshed of the exporter. 
The weaver imitates the deSign by using the 
same colour combination of woollen yarns as 
depicted in the carpet design map at the time of 
weaving. The carpet design map is generally one
fourth (a corner) of the carpet to be woven. The 
craftsman completes the weaving process of the 
carpet on the basis of this des_igl]. Tpe expansion 
of non~fourth design into full, size in actual 
weaving needs a high standard of skill. Proper 
colour combination makes the carpet more 
attractive a'nd fascinating. The weaving process 
is closed by weaving Khatti (a band of about one 
Inch) with cotton weft. After weaving the carpet .. 
the weaver delivers it to the manufacturer/ 
contractors and receives his wages. 

There is a common practice among weavers to 
take some money, in advance from the manu
facturers/contractors which is adjusted against 
their wages. This practice, in fact, creates bitter
ness among the manufacturers and weavers. The 

57' 

manufacturers are blamed for deducting wages 
du~ to manufacturing defects. It was reported 
during the survey that In most of cases wages are 
wrongly deducted by giVing false excuses. The 
weavers are blamed by the manufacturers for 
takmg advance and later on causing delay in 
weaving. I n reality by taking advance the weavers 
are under obligation and therefore exploited on 
that score. As a matter of fact, they have to remain 
hand to mouth throughout their life by loosslng 
their bargaining power due t6 this 0bligation. 

The weavers are also blamed for cheating the 
manufacturers by applying derh tapaklYa (false 
knottmg). The manufacturers h~ve reported _ 
that by adopting this practice of knotting the 

,weavers save some woollen yarn and sell them 
in the market and earn additional income. 
Under this system of knottmg one tapka (knot) 
serve the purpose of two knots. Derh tapaklva 
is shown in the figure given below: 

wwwwww 

-

w Vi w'w w w W'w 

W-cotton warp 

W-woollen yarn 

But the case of derh tapa kiva can not go 
undetected from the eyes of the experts at the 
tIme of inspection. However, not even a single 
case of dem tapakiya was shown to the survey 
team. Further inquiries have revealed that this 
practice is uncommon. Probably exporters take 
this excuse for reducing the wages of weavers. 

Inspection 

After weaving the next process done .t the 
workshed of the manufacturers by the skilled 
labou r is the inspection of the prod uct. Under this 



\ FRONT VIEW OF LOOM 
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process the carpet is thoroughly examined by the 
manufacturers at the time of taking delivery from 
the weavers. Various aspects looked into 
thoroughly are measurement, knots, pile hight, 
design, and colour combination of the carpet. 
Measuring tape is used for taking measurement 
of the carpet If the quality of the carpet woven 
does not match the design provided by the 
manufacturer. the weaver is penalised for the 
same by deducting his wage. 

Clipping 

Under this process unwanted bujbun (woollen 
yarns) are removed from the surface with the help 
of scissorS. If necessary sujja is also used for 
adjusting threads spreading over the surface of 
the carpet. This process is performed very care
fully and minutely. Clipping is locally known as 
guftarasi. 

Brushing 

Brushing is done for making the carpet dust 
free. Brush is applied for removing woollen fIbre 
and shank machine for removing the dust from 
the carpet. This process is locally called berai 
Icarna. 

Washtng and drying 

Washing platforms have been constructed by 
the carpet exporter for washing purpose. There 
are two types of carpets-washabie and non
washable. Only washable carpets are washed 
with caustic soda, bleaching powder, acetic acid, 
soap and water and dried afterwards. Fawara is 
the main tool used in washing. 

Embossing 

Embossing is the fatest and additional design 
which fsdone on the surface of the carpet design. 
Although embossed design is used in limited 
carpets yet this practice is getting popular day by 
day. Embossing is generally done on the low 
quality carpets in order to make them more 
attractive and good looking. Kainchi is the main 
tool used tn embossing. 

• FIRi ...... 

Finishing is the last stage 01 manufacturing 
process of carpet. 'At this stage carpet is com
pleted in all respects. TWO/three charas (fringe) 
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are tied together so that the knots of the carpet 
are perfect and safe. There after it is given final 
shape. It is mainly a process of beautification of 
carpets in order to make them more attractive. 

Important tools and implement 

1. Loom 

It is locally called kath and is ",ade of wood It is 
used for weaving the carpet Looms are of the 
different sizes depending-upon the size of the 
carpets to be woven. However, on the bigger 
looms smaller sizes of carpets can be woven. It 
has different accessories. kath (upper and lower 
beams) satun (pillers,) dam, tang, jeri, kera 
chhar, ankura, jot;, paserbanc18/kamana, gulla . 
are the main parts of looms which have their 
definite functions and are utilized at different 
stages of weaving. 

2. Knife 

It is locally known as chhura. rt has wooden. 
handle. curved iron blade and is used for cutting 
woollen yarn after knotting. 

3. Sciesors 

It is made of iron and locally called kainchl. It is 
used forclipping the surface of the carpet and is of 
different shape from the ordinary one used by 
tailors. Normally the length of scisSor used in 
carpet industry is about 16 inches. 

4. Comb 

It is made of iron and is used for beating weft It 
is about 10 inches in length. It is used time and 
again so that weft are driven home perfectly. It is 
locally called panja. 

5. Cttarkhf 

It is made of iron and is used tor making coil of 
the wooHen as we" as cotton yarn. 

6. Plank 

It is wooden board meant for sitting of the 
weaver (8) at the time of weaYing.1t matches with 
the horizontal 8ize (length) of the loom and Is 
installed near and """,J to It It is ~ called 
pata 



· MAIN TOOLS AND IMPLEMENTS USED AT THE TIME OF WEAVING 
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7.Sujja 

It is made of iron with a wooden handle and is 
used for final clipping of the carpet. 

8. Brush 

It IS used for removing waste woollen fibre from 
the carpet after Clipping in the workshop. 

9. Spade 

It is locally known as fawara. It has soft brush 
with wooden handle. It IS used for washing the 
carpet. 

10. Spinning wheel 

Locally Imown as charkha, it is made of wood, 
except tekuwa which IS made of iron. It is used for 
spinning of woollen yarn from the carded raw 
wool. However, the indigenous system of spinning 
with charkha is loosing its charm with the invention 
of modern spinning mal,fhines. 
Use of moderntechnology in woollen carpet 
industry 

Although the tools and implements used in 
carpet weaving are traditional, yet the hand made 
carpet indutry has largely been Influenced by the 
modern scientific inventions and technologies. 
The areas where in development of new techni
ques have come into force are of spinning, 
producing colours, dyeing of woollen yarn, 
designing and imparting training In weaving, 
washing and finishing through training centres, 
sheep rearing and publicity and advertising to 
promote sale of carpets. Now the govl IS tryi.lg 
various measures to improve the quality of 
indegenous wool and raise the level of production 
by establishing research centre to conduct 
researches in sheep breeding and sheep farming. 
Central sheep and wool Research Institute, 
Bikaner and Central Sheep Research Institute 
Avikanagar (Rajasthan) have done commendable 
work in this direction. In addition to this several 
spinning miUs have been set up in Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Punjab for 
the speedy and large s~le production of woollen 
yarn to meet the increasing demand of carpet 
industry. A woollen spinning mill has already 
been opened in Bhadohi itself in 1975. Conse
quently the use of mill made woollen yarn has 
increased considerably. Now chemical colours 
are used instead of using traditional natural 
vegetable colours which used to fade away very 
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soon. Under the traditional system of dyeing, 
vegetables and herbs were used for preparation 
of dye Pinkcolour was prepared from the madder 
root, green from grass and brown from kikar tree 
Now some big exporters have installed automatic 
dYing plant which dyes wollen yarn and also dry It 
qUickly. With the Introduction of fast coiourlng 
deVice which is more attractive and lasting longer, 
the woollen carpet industry has entered into a 
new era. Now new carpet designs have been 
developed With the help of persian deSIgns 
according to changing taste and reqUirement of 
the time. Trainmg centres have been opened for 
imparting training in carpet weaving, washing and 
finishing. The Govt. sends trade delegation to 
foreign countries and participated In carpet 
exhibition and fairs in order to provide wider 
publicity and also to explore markets. PubliCity 
and advertising media IS now used abundantly In 
fac~ it has proved one of the most Important tools 
for gaining markets. Thus the impact of modern 
tools and techniques on woollen carpet weaving 
industry are aspectacular though the weaving is 
done manualy and traditionally. This inaustrv 
presents a beautiful synthesis of old and modern 
technologies. 

Design 

Carpet design and pattern of production dlfter 
from place to place. For instance, the hill districts 
of Uttar Pradesh are produci ng the hand knotted 
woollen carpet mostly on Tibetan pattern. Likewl ,) 
Bhadohl, Agra, Jaipur, Amritsar and Srinagar, n,E! 
main carpet producing centres within the countr'/ 
have adopted different pattern with slight vanatlon 
in designs. In Bhadohi-Mirzapur carpet br t 
designs like Saruk, Kashan, Bidjar, Hamda' , 
Abussan, Chines, Masad and Mir are used 1 

weaving hand knotted woollen carpets in differ6, \ 
qualities such as 9x60, 20x20, 11 x19, 10x2;1, 
5x20, 13x13, 1 Ox14 and 9x60. These designs a ) 
most popular in the state of Uttar Pradesh. ': 
some others important carpet manufacturh 
centres, Guldasta, Tebriz, Tree of life, Mothesha , 
Basket, Sheena, Kasham Kirman, Bokha , 
Turkman and Henu designs are used in PI 
ducing different quality carpets as 9x60, 20x~ 
11 x19, 10x20, 5x20, 13x13, 10x14 and 9x€ ' 
Some importers supply the carpet deSign of th:' r 

choice to I ndian manufacturers alongw' I 

purcnase oraers. The manufacturers get ti I 



desired carpets woyen by the weavers by emp
~i.ng the designs provided'by the exporters and 
after weaving the, send it to the buyers. tn other 
cases the mantifac:turers themselves arrange to 
'prepare carpel design map by the local designers 
as per the speCification design • plate Oust like 
photograph of carpet) given by the buyers. Some 
big manufacturers have their own design section 
in their workshop. Graph paper, colours, brush, 
pencil and waste (old) cloths are the marn raw 
materials for preparing the carpet deSign map 
After design preparation IS over, old cloth is 
pasted on the ba~k side of the deSign In order to 
make it durable. In fact, deSign making IS con
-rerSlon of de.tttate in the carpet designs on 

graph paper in desired quality. During the course 
of 'field study it has been reported by the weavers 
that some of their young boys have learned 
carpet designing. They prepare the carpet design 
after getting orders from the carpet manu
facturers and sell it to them. They imitate the 
persian deSign and develop new ones according 
to requirement of the carpet producers. Almost 
all at these design$ are colourful and floral with 
some modifications. 

The table IV 8 shows the reasons for introducing 
new design cl-assified by period and broad age
group of the head of the household. 

Table IV.S 
Reasons for introducing new design classified by period and broad age-group of the head of the 

household 

Broad age-gro", No. of households 
engaged in the 
craft 

1 2 

,15-34 12 
3 .. 59 10 
60+ 

Sub Total 22 

15-34 7 
35:-59 12 
60+ 2 

SubTotal 21 

15-34 6 
3~59 12 
60+ 3 -SubTotal 21 

15-34 25 
35-59 34 
60+ 5 

c;1,.nd Total 64 

Number of households 

Continuing with 
the traditional 
designs (floral) 

3 

Malethu 
3 
5 

8 

Lalanagar 
2 
2 

4 

Bhainsa 

Grand total 
5 
7 

12 

Introduced new 
designs 
(floral) 

4 

9 
5 

14 

5 
10 

2 

17 

6 
12 
3 

21 

20 
27 

5 

52 

Note:-1 In all three Yillages only floral designes have been used. 
2. No lltenlOfl is reported under age group 0-14 years. 
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Number of householdA 
reported having 

introduced 

Less than 5 years due to 

attraction of customers 

5 

9 
5 

14 

5 
10 
2 

17 

6 
12 
3 

21 

20 
27 

5 

52 



It can be seen from the above table IV.S that all 
the carpet designs are local. However, 52 house
holds, out of 64, have reported to have adopted 
new floral designs within 5 years. Remaining 12 
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households have been prepariPlg carpets on the 
basis of traditional designs. There are no myths 
and legends connected with these designs. 





CHAPTER-V 

MARKETING 

Production 

Marketing IS an important aspect which plays a 
vital role in the development and survival of an 
Industry. In the absence of organised marketing 
facilities, it will not be possible for the producers 
to earn adequate profit and meet the challenges 
of cut th roat competition. Moreover, if the cycle of 
production and marketing goes on smoothly, the 
producers investment is not blocked. SpeCially in 
case of goods produced mainly for export purpose 
this aspect needs careful attention because of 
world Wide open competition. The woollen carpet 
Industry of ourcountry has to go through all these 
hazards. Bhadohi woollen carpet Industry is in no 
way exception to it. 

I n case of woollen carpets produced at Bhadohl 
the weavers are generally working on wages and 
prepare carpets with the raw material provided 

by manufacturers contractors. Hence, the entire 
responsibility of further processing and exploring 
markets for the product is on their shoulders. The 
hand knotted carpet is mainly an export item as 
barely 5 per cent of the total product is sold 
locally. It IS a source of earning foreign exchange 
worth crores of rupees. In terms of quantity the 
.:;arpet production was estimated to be 5 million 
square metres in the country in 1981 of which 
Bhadohl-Mirzapurcarpet belt produced 4 million 
square metres of carpet. Besides wollen carpets, 
woollen dumes, rugs, druggets and namdas are 
also exported. But the woollen carpet constitutes 
the major part of it. 

The table V.1 shows the number of households 
manufacturing handicraft Items clasSified by 
quantity produced and purpose for which 
produced by religion, caste/community of head 
of the household in 3 selected villages. 

Table V.I 
Number of households manufacturing handicraft items-carpet and number of carpets manufactured 

Religion/Caste/Community No. of house- No. of carpets Remarks 
of the head of the household hold manufac- an ufactured 

tured carpets 

1 2 3 4 
Hindu 
Ahir (Yadav) 9 92 All the households reported as 
Bind (Kewat) 2 24 having produced the carpets on 
Brahmin 2 24 wage basIs and entirely for 
Chamar (S.C.) 17 301 other com m unity and for export 
Dharkar (S.C.) 1 6 
Gade riya (Pal) 2 20 
Girl 6 69 
Kayasth (Srivastava) 2 16 
Kumhar 3 24 
Lohar (Vlshwakarma) 4 56 
Pasi (S.C) 5 27 
Teli 1 12 
Muslim 
Ansan 7 87 
Mansur! 1 11 
SiddiqUi 2 18 

Total 64 787 
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It can be seen from the table V.l that in all· the our country accounts for about 10 per ceJ'll 
three villages selected for the study only woollen Although the export of woollen carpets has been 
carpet is woven. The entire quantity produced is increasing since independence yet the pace of 
meant for export. The combined average annual development of this industry Is slow. According to 
production per household comes to 12 for three the available statistics the export of woollen 
villages. Village Malethu is at the top (1"S) followed carpets in 1947-48 was worth Rs. 3.22 crores 
by villages Bhainsa (11) and Lalanagar (1 0). The which went uptoRs. 146.30 crores in 1986-87. In 
weavers have reported that they obtain raw fact ... the general trend of export of carpet has 
materials from the manufacturers/contractors been rising but it has been fluctuating from time 
and prepare carpet on payment of wages. After to time depending upon the availability of raw 
weaving, the carpet is handed over to the materials and its demand in the foreign market. 
manufacturers/contractors for further processing Initially the carpet trade was confined to the 
and thereafter the same is exported to foreign Britain but with the passage of time it has 
countries. Village wise details can be seen in gradually expanded in other western countries. 
annexure XIII. Presently carpets made in India are popular in 
Export performance almost all the continents of the world. United 

As has already been mentioned the hand made States of America, Canada, France, Italy, Japan, 
woollen carpets produced in our country are Netherland, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, UK 
mainly for export purposes.Onlys percent of the USSR and other countries are buying the Indian 
total product is sold locally. In fact, its cost is hand made woollen carpet. In fact;'ndia is the 
beyond the reach of common man in our country. second major supplier of carpets in the world 
About 98 per cent of the total produce from market after Iran. 
Bhadohi-Mirzapur belt is exported. Out of the The table V.2 presents the growth of carpet 
total requirement of woollen carpets in the world export from 1947-48 to 1986-87. 

Table·V.2 
Growth of carpet export during 1947-48 to 1986-87 

Year 

1947 -48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 
1953-54 
1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 
1973-74 
1974-75 
1975-76 
1976-77 
1977-78 
1978-79 
1979-80 

Export 

2 

3.22 
2.61 
3.31 
5.56 
5.88 
2.80 
3.69 
3.87 
3.97 
4.10 
410 
4.60 
5.02 

26.42 
36.05 
41.43 
66.41 
81.96 
99.37 

135.38 

Source :- 1 Export figures for the years 1947-48 
to 1974-75 Census report 1974 (on 

67 

year 

1 

1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 
1963-64 
1964-65 
1965-66 
1966-67 
1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 
1971-72 
1972-73 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984:85 
1985-86 
1986-87 

Export 
(Value in Rs. crores) 

2 

4.88 
4.42 
4.49 
5.43 
5.66 
4.62 
7.79 
9.76 

11.15 
11.69 
10.94 
13.69 
21.44 

157.66 
156.69 
163.86 
147.69 
157.18 
161.48 
146.30 

carpet looms and weavers ot Varanasi, 
Mlrzapur, Jaunpur and Allahabad of 



In; to Table V.2 
Uttar Pradesh) published by Alii ndla 
Carpet Manufacturers AssociatIOn, 
Bhadohl, U.P 

2.'Export Figures for the year 1975-76 
to 1983-84 (Carpet-e-World by Dr. 
G. Nath Agarwal, 1986 edition Vol. 
VIII, page 175, Purvanchal publi
cation) 

3. Export figures for the years 1984-85 
to 1986-87 (inclusive of woollen rugs, 
durries, druggets and namdas also) 
Carpet Export Promotion Council, 
New Deihl. 

It can be seen from the above table that the 
export of carpet had got momentum since 1966-
67 and touched the highest level dUring 1982-
83. However. the export figures declined dUring 
1981-82, 1,983-84 and 1986-87. It is mainly due 
to the fact that Indian Carpet Industry IS facing 
stiff competition with the Iranian, Pakistani and 
Chinese carpets since 1980-81. Carpets from 
these countries are sold at lower prices than 
Indian carpets. Now Iran IS faCing shortage of 
labour and is gradually lagging behind In the 
world market. Thus Pakistan and China are the 
main competitors. In these countries exporters 
are provided more incentive than Indian expor
ters so they are able to maintain competitive 
prices of their product. The cost of woollen yarn, 
cotton yarn and dyes have gone up dUring the 
last few years which has enhanced the cost of 
production. This has adversely affected our 
competitive position in the world market. DUring 
the field survey it was reported by the All India 
Carpet Manufacturers Association that Indian 
carpets are being sold in the International market 
at a rate even lower than the cost of production 
Had the government not given subSidy to the 
manufacturers the position would have been stili 
worse. In fact there has not been any significant 
rise in the production of carpet in terms of quantity 
after 1980-81 although in terms of value It has 
gone up. This is mainly due to Increase In cost of 
production and Inflationary position prevailing In 

the country. Moreover, the quality of indigenous 
wool is rough with the result quality of carpet 
produced in our country, as compared to Pakistan, 
China and Iran is poor, However, the wool 
produced in Jammu & Kashmir is of good quality 
but the quantity produced is very insignificant to 
meet the demand. 
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Recently synthetic mill made carpets have also 
appeared In the European markets which may 
pose challenge to the eXistence of the hand 
knotted woollen carpet Industry. But All India 
Carpet Manufacturers ASSOCiation (AICMA) has 
expressed different views According to the 
AICMA, mill made carpet made of synthetic or 
woollen fibre can not be a perfect substitute of 
hand made woollen carpet because of the fact 
that mill made carpet lacks deslgnal fleXibility 
Human hands can adopt any deSign Without much 
difficulty as per consumers taste and fashion but 
for the mach Ine It IS not pOSSible Without changing 
the mechanical system which IS not only time 
consuming but needs careful deSigning of the 
same. Moreover, It IS not economically feaSible 
also for the manufacturers prodUCing mill made 
synthetic carpet to 'deVise and adopt new 
techniques so frequently Thus the Impact of mill 
made synthetic carpets over the hand knotted 
carpet industry seems to be negligible 

Though carpet export has touched the figure of 
As. 146.30 crores In 1986-87 as against As 322 
crores In 1947-48, yet It IS presently lower than 
the level of 1980-81 It has been pOinted out by 
the exporters at the time of the survey that some 
new entrants are exporting carpets of poor quality 
which has created bad Impression among the 
overseas buyers and has adversely affected our 
export bUSiness In order to to keep our competi
tive power alive In the international market It IS 
necessary to Impose curb on such exporters and 
allow only standard quality carpets for export 

Our export performance has not been very 
Impressive Irrespective of the fact that the 
government has taken vanous measures to boost 
the productIOn of carpets and ItS export Training 
programmes for the weavers have already been 
taken up In order to prOVide skilled labour who 
can produce carpets of a standard quality It Will 
not ony generate additional employment opport
Unities In the rural areas but also Side by Side help 
for the expansIOn of thiS Industry The establish
ment of awoollen spinning mill in Bhadohiforthe 
supply of woollen yarn IS a major achievement In 
thiS direction. The art of manufactunng hand 
knotted woollen carpet IS reserved for handicraft 
sector With a view to protect It from mill made 
carpet Air cargo complex has been established 
at Babatpur airport, Varanasl to facilitate the 



process of carpet export I n addition to thiS, the 
Import of duty free wool of good vanety from 
Australia and New Zealand against the export of 
carpets has been allowed. The import duty on 
wool has also been reduced from 40 to 20 per 
cent so that finer variety of wool can be Imported 
easily. Besides this Cash Compensatory Su pport 
(CCS) is also being given to the exporters'on the 
basis of FOB (Free on Board) value of the export 
product and ItS vanety The Carpet Export 
Promotion Council has been set up by the 
government for the promotion of carpet trade. 
For exploring markets for sale two sales-cum
study teams have been sponsored-one for west 
European· countries and other for south-east 

ASian countries. Besides thiS, exhibitions are 
being organised by handicrafts and Handlooms 
Export Corporation of India Ltd. In gulf countnes. 
Indian producers participate in _ carpet fairs, 
alm,ost In every year, organised in European 
countries In 1986 a delegation vIsited China to 
study the working of the hand knotted carpet 
weaving Industry In that country in order to acquire 
knowledge about the improved technologies of 
carpet weaving. All these efforts are meant for 
prOViding better marketing facilities 

The table V.3 shows export statistics in respect 
of hand made woollen carpets, rugs, druggets 
and dumes for the year 1984-85 to 1986-87. 

Table V.3 

Export statistics In respect of hand made woollen caroets. rugs, durries and druggets for the year 
1984-85 to 1986-1987 (value in Rs crores) 

Country 1984-85 1985-86 1986-87 

Woollen Woollen Woollen Woollen Woollen Woollen 
carpets/ rugs durries/ carpets/rugs dumes/ carpets/ durriesl 

druggets druggets rugs druggets 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

1. Australia 1.09 0.33 
2. Ca:iada 4.05 0.37 5.38 0.77 5.49 1.13 
3. France 2.02 0.21 2.02 2.35 2.14 0.62 
4. Italy 2.35 0.60 1.21 1.26 1.84 0.95 
5. Japan 0.18 0.27 
6. Netherlands 6.37 0.30 5.22 0.23 2.97 0.56 
7 Saudi Arabia 0.60 0.40 0.81 0.17 0.71 0.21 
8. Switzerland 4.72 0.02 3.24 0.13 4.78 0.39 
9. U.S.A. 30.27 8.22 48.06 16.70 45.03 14.28 

10. UK 7.95 2.01 3.94 0.70 3.61 0.69 
11. U.S.S.R. 0.61 N 0.02 0.39 0.03 0.09 
12. West 54.39 4.48 53.08 2.46 45.07 2.10 

Germany 
13. Others 21.05 6.19 7.80 5.54 6.80 4.94 

Total 134.38 22.80 130.78 30.70 119.74 26.56 

Source:- Carpet Export Promotion Council, New Delhi 
N- stands for negligible. 

Canada, Netherlands, U.S.A., England and 
West Germany are the biggest buyers of Indian 
hand knotted woollen carpets. However, during 
the year 1986-87 the export to these countries 
has come down considerably except Canada. In 
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fact, the decline in total value of export during the 
year 1986-87 from 1985-86 has been more than 
three fold when compared with the decline in 
1985-86 from 1984-85. 
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Export Channel 

As has already been stated woollen carpet 
manufacturing is a village based industry. It is 
manufactured in the villages by the weavers who 
work on daily wage while washing, drying, clipping, 
brushing, embossing and finishing are done in 
the workshop of the manufacturers.Afterfinishing, 
it is packed with polythene papers and wrapped 
with hessian cloth before the export. 

There are two channels involved in export 
process, 1-producer-buyer, 2-producer-export 
agencies-buyers. The former is the most common 
channel of export' and bulk of the out put is 
exported through this channel. Under latter 
channel Uttar Pradesh Export Corporation 
(U.P.EC.), Handicrafts and Handlooms Exports 
Corporation of India Ltd. and All India Handloom 
Fabrics Marketing Co-operative Societies ltd. 
Bhadohi, are working as link between the 
producers and buyers. Besides these, banks, 
insurance company, customs houses, Office of 
the Dy. Chief Controller Import and Export, 
Varanasi etc, are also engaged directly or 
indirectly in the export process. Largely carpet is 
sent to importers by air from New Delh!. However, 
in some cases it is sent by ship from Bombay. 

The exporters get incentive against the export 
on the recommendation of the office of the Dy. 
Chief ~ontroller, Import and Export, Ministry of 
Commerce, Govt of India, Varanasi. The carpets 
to be exported are sent to Delhi by trucks from 
where they are air lifted to foreign countries. 
Recently Air Cargo complex has been established 
at Babatpur (Varanasi) after the persistent 
demand of the exporters. But the services avai
lable at this complex are very slow because the 
Air cargo Authorities wait for the full load of the 
plane. This causes delay in sending goods to the 
buyers. The goods are first either air lifted or 
transported in the trucks to Delhi from where it is 
sent to the destination by air, after getting 
customs clearance. The goods are insured 
against fire and damage. During survey exporters 
pointed out that sending goodS to Babatpur air 
port and then to Delhi by air is costlier than 
sending directly by trucks from Bhadohi to Delhi 
Arrangement should also be made for air lifting 
the carpets directly from Babatpur air port to its 
destination instead of sending it to Delhi and 
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then to buyer's country. 

The government has fixed a mintmum price of 
Rs. 65.00 per square metre for non-washable 
carpet and Rs. 85.00 per square metre for 
washable carpet. Below this rate export is not 
allowed. However, the prevailing rate varies 
between Rs. 2500.00 to 3000.00 per square 
metre. 

The Carpet Export Promotion Council, New 
Delhi, is playing an Important role for the promo
tion and expansion of carpet trade by sponsoring 
trade delegation, sales study teams to foreign 
countries particularly in exhibitions and fairs, 
undertaking publicity in the world market and 
working as link between the exporters and 
importers and also between expoflter and the 
government. It has now esta~lished a branch 
office at Bhadohi for looking after the interest of 
the carpet industry. 

Direct export to the overseas buyers 

The overseas buyers contact the sellers to 
negotiate purchase, select carpets of their choice 
and place order for the purchase. But some times 
the buyers provide design map of carpets along 
with purchase order. On receiving the design 
map and order of purchase from the buyers the 
exporter/gets the carpets woven from the 
weavers, pays the weaving charges and exports 
them. They receive the payment through the 
banks. Generally big exporters sell carpet goods 
directly to the buyers after obtaining clearar.ce 
from the Dy. Chief Controller, Import and Export, 
Ministry of Commerce, Government of India, 
Varanasi. 

Export through Uttar Pradesh Export 
Corporation CUPEC): 

The Uttar Pradesh Export Corporation has 
directly been involved in the export ofhandicraffs 
objects including woollen carpets to the foreign 
buyers. It has exported woollen hand knotted 
carpets worth As. 20.51 lakhs in 1984-85. As. 
19.33 lakhs in 1985--86 and Rs. 23.58 Iakhs in 
198&-87 to countries like U.s.A.. Australia. 
U.S.SA and other Eurpean and Middle East 
countries. It has headquarters at Kanpur and 
branches at different places qf India such as 



Saharan pur, Bhadohi, New Delhi, Bombay, 
lucknow, Agra, Allahabad, Bhopal, Nagpur, 
Bangalore, Hyderabad and Calcutta for external 
and internal marketing. 

Export through Handicraft and Handlooms 
Exports Corporation of India Ltd. (HHEC): 

Handicrafts and Handlooms Exports Corpo
ration of India Ltd. is also engaged in export 
actiVities of handicrafts Items mainly hand knotted 
woollen carpets, handlooms, fabrics, readymade 
garments and golden jewellery. Besides exports 
of these Items it is engaged In explonng new 
markets also through Its branches located abroad 
by organising exhibition. It has branches In New 
York (USA), Paris (France) and Humbarg (West 
Germany). HHEC organises a big exhibition of 
Indian oriental carpets in Humbarg every year in 
the month of January. It has a large warehouse in 
Humbarg for carpets. It maintains procurement 
and Inspection offices In Bhadohl, Mirzapur and 
Kashmir carpet belt. The table V.4 gives HH EC's 
export turnover of vanous handicraft object dunng 
the last 5 years including woollen carpet. 

Table V.4 
Export of Hanldcraft items (Including woollen 
carpet for the years 1982-83 to 1986-87 by 

HHEC) 

Year Export (in Rs. crores) 

1 2 

1982-83 87.59 
1983-84 129.66 
1984·85 129.91 
1985·86 95.24 
1986·87 98.90 

Total 541.30 

Generally small exporters send carpets 
through HHEC In orderto ensure the payment of 
their consignment. 

Export through All India Handloom Fabrics 
Marketing Co·operative Society Ltd. 

The All India Handloom FabriCS Marketing Co
operative Society Ltd IS a national level co-

operative society engaged in the export of 
woollen carpet and druggets. It has hand loom 
houses in Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, New Delhi, 
Bangalore, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Chandigarh, 
Ernakulam, Baroda, Vishakhapatnam and 
Mangalore and Handloom export houses in 
Bombay, Madras, Calcutta and New Delhi. It has 
branches abroad also in Kualalampur, Singapur, 
Lagos, Mauritious and Humbarg. 

Margin of profit 

The exportrs reported during the survey that 
Indian carpet Industry is facing tough competition. 

Position of supply of finished product 

The carpet industry IS experiencing a lot of 
problems now-a-day. The prominent one is the 
substantial increase in the prices of raw matenals 
mainly of woollen yarns during the last few years 
which has discouraged the production. Hence, 
the exporters are unableto meet the demand and 
face challenge in the international market. The 
non availability of raw materials at reasonable 
prices and in suffiCient quantity is thus the root 
cause of-short fall in production and supply in the 
world market. So far as sale in local market is 
concerned only the rich families can purchase 
and maintain such costly item. Hence, the demand 
in local market is very inSignificant. 

It has been reported by the All India Carpet 
Manufacturers ASSOCiation, Bhadohi that carpets 
worth Rs. 6.5 lakhs (1000-2000 square metres) 
are sold within the state of Uttar Pradesh and of 
Rs. 1 6 lakhs (5000-6000 square metres) are sold 
Within the country. Besides rich people of India, 
Government offices also purchase hand made 
woollen carpets fOl· the use in offices. 

Problems connected with marketing 

Some of the main problems experienced in the 
field of marketing are as follows:-

1. Indian hand made carpet is facing stiff 
competition in the world market from Pakistan, 
lran and China. In order to face the challange the 
cost of production should be brough down, so 
that it can be made available at lower price For 

redUCing the cost of production, raw matenal 
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snould be made available at subsidised rates and 
programme for sheep rearing should be inten
sified. Moreover, imporved variety of sheep should 
be Introduced to make the country self sufficient 
for the production of wool of good quality. There 
IS 20 per cent duty on import of raw wool It was 
suggested that duty free import of'raw wool 
should be allowed 

2 The exporters complained that adequate funds 
are not made available to them at reasonable 
rate of Interest Hence, they demand that funds 
should be provided to them at concesslonal rate 
of Interest according to their requirement. 

3 In order to neutralise the effets of excise and 
1m port duty on raw wool and other taxes the 
government IS giVing cash credit compensatory 
support to the exporters at the rate of 8%, 15% 
and 18% depending on the FOB (Free on Board) 
value of the carpet On higher rate of FOB (Free 
on Board) value cash compensatory support 
(CCS) IS given with higher rate and vice-versa. But 
the same does not provide cent percent neutrali
sation Hence, keeping In view the state of 
competition faced by the Industry in the world 
market the amount of Cash Compensatory 
Support (CCS) shouJd be raised to 20 per cent in 
order to maintain the earlier position 

4 Presently pre-shipment credit faCility IS allowed 
for 180 days at the concesslonal rate 12 per cent 
per annum)_ of 1I1terest. But after 180 days It is 
raised to 16.5 per cent. The exporters want this 
penod should be increased i'1 order to give 
them some more time for shipPing 

5. The export of carpet from Bhadohl to different 
countnes via Deihl IS costlier and time consu
mmg. Under the prevalent procedure the carpet 
IS airlifted from New Delhl'after custom clearance 
Therefore, a branch office of custom house should 
be opened in Air Cargo Complex, Babatpur In 

Varanasi and arrangements should be made to 
send carpet directly from this place to overseas 
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buyers. 

6. The import and export policy is changed very 
frequently which disturbs the working process of 
the industry. There should be long term import 
and export policy for the carpet Industry. The 
incentive to be given to the exporters Should be 
announced well in advance so that maximum 
number of exporters can be benefited. 

7. There are several types of taxe~ such as 
excise duty, sales tax, local taxes and import duty 
etc. on raw wool/carpet which ultimately Increase 
the cost of production and price of the product. 
The exporters want the carpet industry should be 
exmpted from the local taxes to bring down the 
cost of production 

8. Lack of proper co-ordination among the 
different concerned agencies/persons also 
creates problems In smooth functioning of the 
Industry. Therefore, close and proper co
ordination among weavers, exporters, bankers 
insurance companies, clearing agents and 
shipping agents should be malntamed for the 
effiCient funcbonlng of the Industry. 

9 Bhadohl, the mam carpet trading centre has 
not yet developed fully. There is neither proper 
road nor proper faCIlity for drinking water. The 
electriCity supply IS also not dependable. Tele
phone lines do not work properly and there IS no 
hotel in this town. The overseas buyers generally 
come to Bhadohi for carpet business but they have 
to stay In Varanasl due to lack of lodging and 
boardmg facilities This state of affair is trouble 
some for them. Although Bhadohi Industrial 
Development Authonty (BIDA) IS making best 
efforts to prOVide CIVIC amenrties and other infra
structural facilities, yet It has not brought desired 
results so far. These problems need Immediate 
attention of the concerned authorities. 

10. The fluctuation in carpet price also creates 
problem for the exporter. 





CHAPTER -VI 
CRAFT AND EMPLOYMENT 

India is predominantly an agricultural country. 
It employs bulk of the work force. But at present 
the position is such that the pressure on agri
cultural land is surmounting day byday due to ttie 
rise in population. On the other hand unemploy
ment is burning problem in the country'which has 
Its far reaching socio-economic consequences. 
The net result is that the population growth is 
enormous while employment opportunities are 
not keeping pace with that growth. Above all, our 
country is industrially backward, hence there IS 
lot of pressure on agncultureand service sectors 
of the economy. As a matter of fact both these 
3ectors are now unable to sustain the pressure. 
Under these circumstances the only ray of hope 
can be expected through the development of 
handicraft and small scale Industries sector 
since It can be camed on with small amount of 
Investment and cal" provide more employment 
opportunities. 

The hand knotted woollen carpet Industry IS a 
village Industry In which weaving IS done by 
mainly Illiterate and unskilled persons This 
Industry has high potsntlalltles to generate mass 
employment opportunities In the rural areas It 
has been estimated that presently about 5 lakh 
weavers are engaged In woollen carpet Industry 
In the country out of which about 2.5 lakh are 
working In Bhadohl-M I rzapur belt alone BeSides, 
weavers, a large number of exporters, contrac
tors, dyers, clippers, washers, embossers etc, are 
also engaged In this Industry. 

Bhadohlls small town which IS world famous for 
carpet manufacturing and marketing Bhadohl 
woollen mill IS located here. Traditional system of 
spinning by charkha IS also prevalent though In 

limited quantity There are several show rooms of 
carpet throughout Bhadohl township apart from 
indigenous and modern machines meant for 
dyeing and drYing of woollen yarns Similarly 
there are a number of workshops wherein post
loom operations such as inspection, cllppin.g, 
brushing, washing, drying, embOSSing and finish
Ing of carpets brought from the rural areas are 
done Finished product IS first wrapped In poly
thene and then packed In heSSian cloth before 
export 
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It was observed auring the survey that mostly 
persons of scheduled castes and other backward 
classes, landless agricultural labours, small ana 
marginal farmers are employed In carpet 
weaving. The agricuHural operations generally 
take about 6 months time in a year there· 
after the landless agricultural labours, small ana 
marginal farmers engage themselves In carpet 
weaving in order to ~!Jpplement their income. At 
the initial stage mostly people from Muslim 
commu~ity were engaged in this occupation but 
later on people from the lower strata of Hindus 
religion also adopted this profession. 

Growth of employment 

The number of weavers employed in the hand 
made carpet industry has been increasing 
steadily. Now this craft is being practiced In 44 
districts of Uttar Pradesh and in some parts of 
Jammu & Kashmir, Rajasth::m, Punjab, Haryana, 
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, West 
Bengal, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu. 
Bhadohi, Mlrzapur, Agra, Jaipur, Gwalior, 
~mritsar and Sri nagar are among the major 
carpet producing centres in the country employ
Ing a large number of weavers. In 1960, the All 
India Handicraft Board estimated the number of 
weavers nearly 50,000 in Bhadohi-Mirzapur 
carpet belt. The All India Carpet Manufacturers 
ASSOCiation conducted a survey in 1974 on carpet 
looms and weavers of Varanasi, Mirzapur, Jaunpur 
and Allahabad districts of Uttar Pradesh with the 
approval and financial assistance of the Govt of 
India. These four districts are the major consti
tuents of the Bhadohi-Mirzapur carpet belt. The 
survey results revealed that there were 73,420 
weavers working on 26,731 looms in these 
dlstncts Presently about 2.5 lakh weavers are 
engaged on 60,000 looms in this belt. These 
figures are indicating towards the continuous 
growth of the carpet industry. 

State of employment in 3 selected villages 

In order to have a deeper inSight about the 
Viability of carpet industry, ItS role in shaping the 
economy and providing employment opportu-
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nltles and also to have first hand knowledge 
about the problems faced by the industry and the 
weavers, as stated earlier, 3 villages viz., Malethu 
(tahsil Manyahun district Jaunpur), Lalanagar 
(tahsil Gyanpur district Varanasi) and Bhainsa 
(tahsil and district Mirzapur) where carpet 
weavlng is being practiced have been selected 
Further, for detailed study two types of house
hold, practlci ng and non-practicing (but who have 
practiced earlier) have been selected from each 
of the 3 villages mentioned above. The study 
reveals that the craft (carpet weaving) work was 
for the first time started between 1885-1890 in 
the village Malethu and in 1890 in the village 
Lalanagar while In village Bhainsa the craft work 
commenced In between 1960-1965. There is~ 
however, no unanimity among the informants 
regarding ongln of the craft in the villages, 

Malethu and Bhainsa.ln all the three villages, the 
number of weavers has been constantly 
increasing with the passage of time. On examin
ing the employment position in these villages It 
was found that only one person from village 
Lalanagar in the age-group 15-34 educated upto 
B.A., was un-employed while in remaining two 
villages, Malethu and Bhainsa none was reported 
to be unemployed. The state of position pre
vailinQ in these villages is mainly due to the fact 
that the craft work has provided them ample 
employment opportunities. 

On the basis of information given by 64 house
holds selected for indepth study, the number of 
households and persons engaged in carpet 
weaving during different periods have been 
estimated and presented in the table Vl.1 

Table VI.1 
Trend of employment in the craft in 3 selected villages. 

Name of Before 1940 Upto 1950 Upto 1960 
Village 

Number of Persons Number of Persons Number of Persons 
Households Households Households 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Malethu 53 121 67 156 90 190 
Lalanagar 23 213 41 426 66 648 
Bhainsa 1 2 

Upto 1970 Upto 1980 At present 

Number of Persons Number of 
Households Households 

8 9 10 

102 214 116 
92 802 192 
24 49 74 

It is evident from table Vl.1 that the general 
trend of the employment in carpet weaving 
industry has been rising. However, after 1970, 
this industry has expanded rapidly in the villages 
Lalanagar and Bhainsa. 
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Persons Number of Persons 
Households 

11 12 13 

248 130 - 301 
1924 274 2208 

128 128 233 

Practicing households 

There are 130 (43.62%) practicing households 
out of a total of 298 in the village Malethu, 2·77 
(80.76%) from 343 in the village Lalanagar and 



128 (29.91 %) out of 428 in the village Bhainsa. 
Sixtyfour households (22 households from the 
village Malethu and 21 each from Lalanagar and 
Bhainsa) have been selected for the study. 

Review of employment position in the craft 

The table VI.2 presents reasons reported by 
households for vanation in the number of house-

Table VI.2 

Reasons reported by households for variation In the number of households and persons engaged in.the 
craft during last four decades classified by age-group of the head of household 

Broad age 
group of 
the head of 
the house
hold 

No. of Increase in the number of households and persons engaged in the craft 
hous& during last four decades 

1 

0-14 
15-34 
35-59 
60+ 

Total 

hold 
engaged 
in the 
craft 

2 

25 
34 

5 

64 

Lucrative 
Job 

3 

6 
6 

12 

No prob-
lem of 

fmance 

4 

1 

1 

Ready 
market 
for fini-
shed 

product 

5 

5 
3 

8 

No prob-
lem of 

raw 
material 

6 

21 
31 

5 

57 

No pro-
blem of 
trade 

7 

22 
32 

5 

59 

source of Subsidiary 
livelihood 

8 

19 
30 

5 

54 

work 

9 

1 

1 

Number of households reported reasons for 

No substantial increase in the number of households and Decrease in the number of households 
persons engaged in the craft dUring last four decades and persons engaged m the craft during 

Hereditary Educated Difficulty RaiSing 
occupation persons are in getting fund 
of few not inte- raw mate- difficult 
household rested rial 

10 11 12 13 

1 3 4 
2 4 2 

1 2 7 6 

holds and persons engaged in the craft work 
during last four decades classified by age group 
of the head of household. 

Most of the informants have reported increase 

the last four decades 

Very little Educated Difficulty Very little 
demand of persons of raw demand of 

finished not inte- material finished 
product rested product 

14 15 16 17 

3 1 1 3 
1 2 5 

4 1 3 8 

in the number of household and persons 
engaged in the craft work during the last four 
decades due to various reasons. The prominent 
among them is that there is no problem of selling 
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the product due to high demand In the inter
national market. Moreover, It is producers' 
headache to dispose of the product. The weavers 
get wages from the manufacturers/contractors 
for weaving the carpet. Similarly the raw 
matenal IS also supplied to the weavers by the 
manufacturers directly or through the contrac
tors. Although the job In woollen carpet industry 
can be obtained eaSily and seems to be lucrative 
yet according to some of the craftsmen this 
profession now does not have any charm. Some 
of the households have expressed their dis
mterest in this profession and would not like their 

future generations to take up this job. On the 
other hand the manufacturers/contractors have 
to face difficulties .10t only in getting raw material 
but have also to bear the brunt of tough 
competition In the mternatlonal market for the 
disposal of the finished product. VIllage-wise 
details can be seen in annexure XIV. 

Adoption of the craft as a profession 

The table VI.3 presents circumstances 
reported by household which compelled/moti
vated them to take up the occupation. 

Table VI.3 

Households reported circumstance which compelled/motivated them to take up the occupation of 
carpet weaving with penod engaged in the craft classified by religion, caste/community of the head of 

the household 

Religion, caste/tribe/community of 
the head of the household 

Religion Caste/tribe/communIty 

1 2 

Hindu Ahlr (Yadav) 
Bind (Kewat) 
Brahmin 
Chamar (S.C) 
Dharkar (S.C) 
Gadenya (Pal) 
Giri 
Kayasth (Srivastava) 
Kumhar 
Lohar (Vlshwakarma) 
Pas; (S.C.) 
Teli 

Muslim Ansari 
Mansuri 
Siddiqui 

Total 

No. of household __ --:-_-:-:-N_u_m-::-b_e_r_o_f _---;-__ _ 
in the craft Less than 5 years under 

3 

9 
2 
2 

17 
1 
2 
6 
2 
3 
4 
5 
1 

7 
1 
2 

64 

79 

Compulsion or 
motivation -1 

Tradition 

4 

Compulsion or 
rllotlvation-2 
Livelihood 

5 

1 
2 

1 

4 



Table VI.3CConcldj 

the households taken up the craft since 

5-9 years 10-19 years 20 +years 
under under under 

Compulsion or Compulsion or Compulsion Compulsion Compulsion or compulsion 

motlvation-1 or motivation-2 or motivation-1 or motivation-2 or motivation-1 or motivation-2 
Tradition livelihood Tradition 

6 7 8 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 2 
1 
2 

2 2 9 

The table VI.3 indicates that the involvement of 
more and more castes in woollen carpet work is 
still increasing day-by-day. It is also seen that the 
traditional reason for taking up the craft work is 
loosing its importance while economic reasons 
are becoming prominent factors in choosing 
profession. It indicates that people are now wage 
conscious and tend to adopt more profitable 
work. As a matter of fact wage element seems to 
be determining factor for the adoption of 
occupation rather than one's attachment for the 
parental occupation. However, engagement of 
villagers in larger number in this craft due to non-
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Livelihood Tradition Livelihood 

9 10 11 

3 4 2 
2 

11 2 1 

2 
2 1 2 
2 
2 
1 1 1 

3 1 
1 

3 

24 17 6 

availability of alternative job can not be denied. 
This state of affair corroborated by some of the 
reporting of the weavers who are ready to leave 
this profession in case renumerative work is 
available in the village. Village level information is 
presented in the annexure XV. 

The table VI.4 shows reporting of households 
about the craft as a source of livelihood in the 
past or non-lucrative job classified by religion, 
caste/community of the head of the household 
and reason reported for considering the craft as 
non-lucrative job. 



Table VI.4 

Households reported about the craft as a source of livelihood in the past or as non-lucrative job 
classified by religion, caste/community of the head of the household and reason reported for 
considering the craft as non-lucrative 

Religion, caste/community of No. of Number of households considered the craft in the 
tne head of the household households past as a 

engaged Source of Non-lucrative lob due to reason 
Religion Caste/community in the livelihood 

craft low rate of Daily wages No profitable 
wages labour 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Hindu Ahir (yadav) 9 5 1 1 2 
Bind (Kewat) 2 1 1 
Brahmin 2 1 1 
Chambar (S.C.) 17 11 3 3 
Dharkar (S.C.) 1 1 
Gaderiya (Pal) 2 2 
Giri 6 6 
Kayasth 
(Srivastava) 2 1 1 
Kumhar 3 2 1 
Lohar 4 3 1 
(Vishwa karama) 
Pasi (S.C.) 5 2 2 1 
Teli 1 1 

Muslim Ansari 7 7 
Mansuri 1 1 
Sidduqui 2 2 

Total 64 46 4 6 8 

It can be observed from the table VIA that 46 reasons forwarded for considering th is work as 
(71 88%) households have admitted that the craft non-lucrative are low wages and no share in the 
work provided sufficient means of livelihood in profit earned by the exporters. Village wise 
the past while 18 (28.12%) have reportetl this statistics can be seen in the annexure XVI. 
profession as non-lucrative in the past. The 
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The table VI.5 qives the household reported period of association 
having associated traditionally with the craft with 

Table·VI.5 

Households reported having associated traditionaUy with the craft with perk>d of association classified 
by religion, caste/community of the head of the household. 

Religion caste/commu- No. of Number of household Number of household reported their 
nity of household house- reported their asso- association with the craft traditionally 

hold ciation with the craft since 

Religion Castel engaged Traditio- Not tra- One Two Three Four 
community In the craft nally dltionally genera- genera- genera- genera-

Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 9 4 
Bind (Kewat) 2 2 
Brahmin 2 
Chamar (S.C.) 17 2 
Dharkar (S.C.) 1 1 
Gaderiya (Pal) 2 2 
Giri 6 2 
Kayasth 2 
(Snvastava) 
Kumhar 3 1 
Lohar 4 2 
(Vishwakarma) 
Pa 31 (S.C.) 5 1 
Telr 1 1 

Muslim Ansan 7 7 
Mansuri 1 1 
Siddiqui 2 2 

Total 64 28 

The table VI.5 indicates that out of 64 practic
Ing households .. 28 (43.75%) are associated with 
carpet weaving traditionally and remaining 36 
(56.25%) non-traditionally. Out of traditionally 
associated households twentytwo have reported 
their association with the woollen carpet industry 
for the last two generations, 4 since three gene
rations and 2 since four generations. In the 
Village Bhainsa all the 21 households have been 
associated with the craft non-traditionally. A 
glance through religion-wise engagement 

tion tlon tion tlon 

5 4 
1 

2 
15 2 

1 
2 

4 2 
2 

2 1 
2 2 

4 1 
1 

4 2 

36 22 4 2 
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reveals that in the village Malethu, Ansari and 
Mansuri (Muslims) are associated with thiS craft 
work for the last four generations and In the 
village Lalanaga~Slddiqui and Ansari (Muslims) 
and Bind (Hindu) have been associated with the 
craft since three generations. Later on with the 
growth of population gradually more and more 
caste got involved in carpet weaving work. DUring 
the survey it was found that the process of 
transformation IS still going on. Village-Wise 
details can be seen in annexure XVII 



Level of job satisfaction 

The table VI.6 gives number of households who 

have reported satisfaction/dis-satisfaction with 
the occupation (carpet weaving} 

Table VI.6 

Househ:>11s reported having satisfaction/dis-satisfaction with the occupation (craft) with reasons 
thereof classified by educational level of the head of the household 

Educational level of the head No. of house-
of household holds enga-

ged in the 
craft 

Number of households 
reported their satisfaction 
with the occupaton due to 

Number of households 
reported their dis-satis

faction with the occupation 
due to 

Livelihood Profitable Low wages Not profitable 

1. 11hter a,~ 
2 Literate without edu-

cational level 
3 Primary or Junior Basic 
4. Middle 
5. Matriculation or Higher 

Secondary 
6 Non-technical diploma or 

certificate not equal 
to degree 

7. Technical diploma or 
certificate not equal 
to degree 

8. Graduate and above 

Total 

2 

33 

17 
8 
4 

64 

Of the 64 practicing households 23 (35.94%) 
have reported their satisfaction with the craft 
because it is a source of their livelihood and 
profitable work to them while 41 (64.06%) have 
expressed their dissatisfaction with the job on 
account of low wages. Now the majority of 
weavers consider carpet weaving as less 
lucrative because their income IS insufficient to 
support their family. The proportion of dis-satis-

3 

7 

3 

10 

4 5 6 

8 16 2 

1 9 4 
3 4 1 
1 2 1 

1 

1 

13 33 8 

faction among the literate heads of the house
hold is higher (74.19%) than the Illiterate 
(54.55%). As I iterate heads of the household have • 
already spent some money on education so it is i 
natural for them to expect more wage than the i 
illiterates and probably this factor is responsible: 
for their dis-satisfaction with the occupation of 
weaving. Village-level data can be seen in the 
annexure XVIII. 



The table VI 7 gives number of households who pation (carpet weaving). 
have expressed dis-satisfaction with their occu-

Table VI.7 
liouseholds reported having expressed dis-satisfaction with their occupation (craft weaving) future 

plan and period of implementation classified by educational level of the head of household 

Educational level No. of No. of household~ No. of households intending to 
of head of house- household leave the occupation and their 
hold engaged Intending to No intending to future plan 

in the craft leave the occu- leave the occu-
pation pation plan and period of implementation 

(period not specified) 

Govt. job Agriculture 

2 3 4 5 6 

Malethu 
1. Illiterate 12 4 8 2 2 
2. literate without 

educational level 3 1 2 1 
3. Primary or Junior 

Basic 5 2 3 1 1 
4. Middle 1 1 1 
5. Matriculation or 

Higher Secondary 
6. Non-technical 

diploma or certi-
ficate not equal to 
degree 1 1 1 

7. Technical diploma 
or certificate not 
equal to degree 

8. Graduate and 
above 

Sub Total 22 9 13 5 4 

Lalanagar 
1. Illiterate 11 9 2 4 5 
2. literate without 

educational level 8 7 1 4 3 
3. Primary or Junior 

Basic 1 1 1 
4. Middle 1 1 1 
5. Matriculation or 

HigherSecondary 
6. Non- Technical 

diploma or certificate 
not equal to degree 

7. Technical diploma 
or certificate not 
equal to degree 

8. Graduate and 
above 

Sub Total 21 18 3 10 8 
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Table VI.7 Concld. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Bhainsa 
1. Illiterate 10 7 3 4 3 
2. Literate without 

educational level 6 5 1 2 3 
3. Primary or Junior 

Basic 2 2 
4. Middle 2 1 1 
5. Matriculation or 

Higher Secondary 
6. Non-technical 

diploma or certi-
ficate not equal to 
degree 

7. Technical dip-
loma or certificate 
not equal to 
degree 1 

8. Graduate and 
above 

Grand Total 21 14 7 8 6 

Grand Total 
1. Illiterate 33 20 
2. Literate without 

educational level 17 13 
3. Primary or Junior 

Basic 8 3 
4. Middle 4 3 
5. Matriculation or 

H igber Secondary 
6. Non-tech nical 

diploma or certifi-
cate not 1 

7. Technical diploma 
or certificate note 1 1 

8. Graduate and 
above 

Grand Total 64 41 

It can be observed from the table VI.7 that 41 
(64.06%) out of 64 households intend to leave 
the craft work which indicates the extent of their 
dis-satisfaction with job. Twentythree households 
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13 10 10 

4 6 7 

5 2 1 
1 3 

1 

1 

23 23 18 

have expressed their desire to join some govl job 
probably due to job security, better wages and 
other benefits while 18 households prefer to take 
up job in agricultural operations. 



Old craft among the new generations 

The table VI.8 provides an account of house-

holds, who desire or do not desire that their 
off springs should be engaged in the carpet 
weaving with reasons thereof. 

Table-VI.8 

Households wanting/not wanting to have their sons/daughters engaged in the craft with reasons 
thereof classified by educational level of the head of the household. 

Educational level of the No. of Number of household wanting Number of households not want
head of the household house- to have their sons/daughters ing to have their sons/daughters 

hold engaged m the same craft due to engaged in the same craft due to 
enga-
ged in Profi- Poverty 

1 

1. Illiterate 
2. Literate without 

educational level 
3. Primary or Junior 

Basic 
4 Middle 
5. Matriculation or 

Higher Secondary 
6. Non·technical diploma 

or certificate not equal 
to degree 

7 Technical diploma or 
certificate not equal 
to degree 

8 Graduate and above 

Toial 

the table 
craft 

2 

33 

17 

8 
4 

1 

1 

64 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

1 

3 

The table VI.8 mdicates that only 20 (31.25%) 
households have reported that their sons and 
daughters would join In carpet weaving as they 
conSider this occupation their traditional source 
of livelihood and profitable. However, 44 

86 

For 
liveli
hood 

5 

6 

3 

2 

11 

Tradi- low No Not Hard 
tional wages profit interes- Labour 
work ted 

6 

2 

1 

3 

7 

5 

4 

4 
1 

14 

8 

1 

1 

9 

8 

2 

1 
2 

1 

14 

10 

9 

5 

1 

15 

(68.75%) households do not want their children 
to take up this work as the wages paid are low and 
there is no adequate reward in companson to 
the amount of hard labour put in by them. Details 
can be seen in the annexure XIX. 



The table VI.9 presents households reporteo taking/not taking interest in the craft. 
about younger generation of their community 

Table VI.9 

Households reponed about younger generation of their com munity by religion, caste/com m unity oft he 

head of the household 

Religion, caste/community No. of No. of household No. of household No. of household 
of the head of household house reported about reported about thereported about the 

hold the younger younger genera- younger genera-
engaged generation tion taking interest tion not taking 

in the 
craft 

Taking 
interest 
in the 
craft 

Religion Caste/community 

1 2 3 4 

Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 9 4 
Bind (Kewat) 2 2 
Brahmin 2 
Chamar (S.C) 17 10 
Dharkar (S.C) 1 
Gaderiya (Pa~ 2 
Giri 6 5 
Kayasth (Srivastava) 2 1 
Kumhar 3 
lohar (Vishwakarma) 4 3 
Pasi (S.C.) 5 2 
Teli 1 

Muslim Ansari 7 4 
Mansuri 1 1 
Siddiqui 2 2 

Total 64 34 

The heads of the 34 households have reported 
that their younger generation is taking interest in 
carpet weaving because they consider it profitable 
and a source of earning, while 30 have reported 
that their younger generation is not at all taking 
interest in the craft work due to low wages and 
preter to join Government Job. village wise infor
mation is ~own in annexure XX. 
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in the craft due to interest in the 
craft due to 

Not Live Ii- Profi- Low Want 
taking hood table wages qovt 

interest job 
in the 
craft 

5 6 7 8 9 

5 3 1 5 
2 

2 2 
7 7 3 6 1 
1 1 
2 2 
1 4 1 1 
1 1 1 
3 3 
1 1 2 1 
3 2 3 
1 1 
3 3 1 3 

1 
1 1 

30 23 11 27 3 

Non-practicln9 households 

A total numberof 15 non-practicing households 
(5 households; from each of the 3 Villages), who 
were earlier associated with the craft work but 
have now abandoned, were selected for the 
study. The field investigation revea1s that about 
47 per cent of these households have skill In 



carpet weaving but they are not practicing on Economic utility of the craft 
account of low wages and hence they have The table VI.10 shows households reporteo 
dlscarC!led this profession. reasons tor giving up the craft. 

Table VI.10 

Household reported reasons for giving up craft classified by religion.caste/community of the head ot 
household 

Religion, caste/community of the head No. of Number of household having given up the craft 
of household house- since less than 5 years due to 

hold 
Religion Caste/community Inade- Suffering less Short 

quate for from wages income 
livelihood paralysis 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 1 
Bind (Kewat) 2 1 
Brahmin 4 1 3 
Chambar (S.C.) 2 1 
Gaderiya (Pal) 1 
Jaiswal 1 
Kayastha (Srivastava) 1 1 
Kurmi {PateQ 1 
lohar (Vishwakarma) 1 1 

Muslim Siddiqui 1 1 

Total 15 1 1 4 3 

5-9 years 
due to 10-19 years due to - 20 + years die to 

Short Inadequate for Deduction in Poverty Short 
income livelihood wages wages 

8 9 10 11 12 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 2 1 1 

88 



XXI. It can be seen from the table VI.10 that the 
number of households, who have left carpet 
weaving has increased (except duration 5-9 
years) with the passage of time. The main reason 
reported for leaving this work was low wages. 
Details for 3 villages can be seen in annexure 

The table VI.11 presents number of households 
reporting reasons for prosperity/adversity of the 
craft in recent past. 

Table VI.11 
Households reported reasons for prosperity/adversity of the craft in recent past and given suggestions 

to develop the craft classified by broad age-group of the head of the household 

Broad age/ 
group of the 
head of the 
household 

No. of No. of households reporting reasons for No of households given sugges 
household prosperity adversity of the craft tlOn measures to develop the craft 

15-34 
35-59 
60 + 

Sub total 

15-34 
35-59 
60+ 

Sub total 

15-34 
35-59 
60+ 

Sub total 

15-34 
35-59 
60+ 

Grand total 

2 

1 
3 
1 

5 

1 
2 
2 

5 

1 
2 
2 

5 

3 
7 
5 

15 

Reason for prosperity 

Demand of Wares given 
craft in high rate 

3 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 

1 
3 

4 

4 

Malethu 
1 

1 

Lalangar 

1 
1 

2 

Bhalnsa 
1 
1 

2 

Grand Total 
2 
2 
1 

5 

Note:- 1 All the the head of household are males 
2. None of the head is of less than 15 years of age 
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Reason for 
adversity 

craft not 
developed 
due to.short-

age ot 
money 

5 

2 
1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 
4 

6 

Raw material 
should be 

available in 
village 

6 

1 
1 
1 

3 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

2 

1 
3 
3 

7 

Govt. aid 
should be 

given 

7 

2 

2 

1 
1 
1 

3 

1 
1 
1 

3 

2 
4 
2 

8 



Out of 15 households interviewed, 9 have 
reported that the craft work has brought 
orosperity either due to hiqh demand of product 
Dr higher wages. However, 6 households have 
reported that the craft work cannot bring pros
perity as there is shortage of money for its 
expansion. In fact, due to lack of funds they .. 
cannot carry on this work on their own and have 
to take up job on daily wages basis. 

They have suggested remedial measures for 
the improvement of the woollen craft Industry. 
The prominent one IS that the raw matenal should 
be made available to the weavers In their respec
tive vIllages by the exporters/contractors and "·ke
wise arrangements should be maoe to lift the 
carpet by the manufacturers/contractors from 
the place of work of weavers so that they are 

relieved from these botherations. Under th 
arrangement they will be free from the burden 
transporation charges which they have to pay fl 
takmg the delivery of raw materials from man 
facturers/contractors and giving them the wove 
carpets. It was also suggested that Govt. shoul 
provide loan to the weavers at reasonable rate ( 
interest payable in easy instalments for purchas 
of loom and construction of bUilding for th 
installation of looms. 

Accou nts of skill of craftsmen 

The table VI.12 presents distribution of house 
holds having members with necessary skill t( 
produce the craft and reported reasons for no 
practicing. 

Table VI.12 

Distribution of households having members with necessary skill to practice the craft and reported for 
not practicing classified by religion, caste/community of the head of household 

Religion, caste/community of No. of No. of No. of households having members with 
the head of the household household household necessary skill to practice the craft but not 

having no practicing the same due to . 
members 

with 
necessary Deduction Short Low Inadequate 

skill to in wages wages income for livelihood 
Religion Castel practice 

community the craft 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Hindu Ahlr (Yadav) 1 1 
Bind (Kewat) 2 2 
Brahmin 4 1 1 2 
Chamar (S.C.) 2 2 
Gaderiya(Pa~ 1 1 
Jaiswal .. 1 I 

Kayasth 
(Srivastava) 1 1 
Kurmi (Patel) 1 1 
lA>har 
(Vishwakarma) 1 1 

Muslim Siddiqui 1 1 

Total 15 8 1 3 2 1 
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It can be observed from the table VI.12 that 
8(53.33%) households do not possess necessary 
skill of weaving while 7(46.67%) hbve ~kill·but not 
practicing the craft mainly due to low wages. It 
has also been reproted by 5 out of 7 households 
having members with necessary skill of carpet 
weaving (presently not practicing the craft) that 
they are considering again to take up the.craft 
work as an occupation. During the course of field 

91, 

study it was reported that a majority of the 
households have discarded carpet weaving 
because of low wages and in anticipation of 
getting better job. I n the absence of any alternate 
job they remained unemployed for pretty long 
time hence they are re-considering for taking up 
their traditional occupation of craft work. Village 
wise statistics can be seen in annexure XXII. 





CHAPTER-VII 

CONCLUSION 

The hand knotted woollen carpet industry is an 
ancient handicraft of India. It was given encour
agement durmg the regime of Emperor Akbar 
about four centuries ago. As a matter of fact 
carpets are artistiC creations of human beings 
which are praised for their beauty and preserved 
for the novelty. In India, It is a rural based 
traditIOnal handicraft and Bhadohi is the main 
manufactunng and exporting centre. It is located 
In tahsil Gyanpur of district Varanasi. There IS a 
carpet belt consisting of Varanasi, Mlfzapur, 
Jaunpur and Allahabad districts with Bhadohl as 
nucleus point. This whole region is popularly 
known all over the world as Bhadohl-Mlfzapur 
carpet belt Now it has spread over some adjoining 
areas of Bihar and Madhya Pradesh states also. 
The carpets manufactured at this centre are 
known for their beauty, individuality and quality 
all over the world. I n fact, due to its Originality and 
prommence almost all quality conscious carpet 
buyers of the world now confidently buy Indian 
hand made carpets. 

The woollen carpet industry is on one hand a 
labourmtenslve, employing a large chunk of rural 
work force from Mirzapur-Bhadohi carpet belt 
and export oriented on the other. It has been 
estimated that about 5 lakh weavers ~re engaged 
in the country out of which about fifty percent are 
from the Bhadohl-Mlrzapur carpet belt alone 
working on about 60,000 looms. In Gyanpur 
tahsil of Varanasi district alone there are about 
1,00,000 weavers engaged in woollen carpet 
Industry. 

At the initial stage people from only Muslim 
community took up the job of woollen carpet 
weaving but later on other communities also got 
Involved gradually in this craft. Mostly people 
belonging to'scheduled castes, scheduled tribes 
and other backward classes are employed in 
carpet weaving and other related activities such 
as dyeing, drying, washing, Clipping, finishing etc 
associated With it. Generally landless agricultural 
labourers small and marginal farmers are engaged 
in carpet weaving. The pressure on agncultural 
land is rising due to the growing population in 
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rural areas With the result people from other 
communities are now entering In the field of 
carpet weavmg m order to supplement their 
earnings. 

The survey conducted In 79 households 
selected from 3 Villages indicates that the occu
pation ofcarpetweavmg was remunerative In the 
past but presently It has become non-profitable 
due to low wages. It was also reported dunng the 
survey that some of them are engaged In carpet 
weaving because no alternative Job IS available In 

the Village I n fact;. most of the weavers are not In 

favour of employing their cnlldren In carpet 
weaving due to low wages. ThiS state of affaIr has 
been confirmed by the reporting of a large nu mber 
of households that the younger generatIOn IS not 
takmg mterest In carpet weavmg because they 
consider thiS occupation as non-lucrative ThiS IS 
not a healthy sign for the development of thiS 
Industry. In fact, the wages are much lower In 

relation to the amount of hard labour put In by the 
weavers. On the other hand the exporters who 
started working for the woollen carpet industry 
With a very little amount of money are now qUite 
well off. In the mlds of such circumstances the 
econmlc condition of weavers IS becoming 
deplorable day .. by .. day. 

The poor plight of the weavers is further 
aggravated due to their explOitation by the 
manufacturers/contractors. After putting In hard 
labour of about 12 hours In a day they get wages 
on an average varyrng between rtS 8/- to 12/
Under the circumstances the reason put forward 
for not employing their childreh In carpet weaving 
seems to be genuine. 

It was revealed during the survey that even 
unskilled construction labourer earns more wages 
than a carpet weaver But astonishingly despite 
low amount of wages being paid to the weavers 

\ 

their number IS Increasmg day-by..day 

Some castes like Lohar (black-smith), Kewat 
(boatman), Pal (shepherd) etc. have left their 
traditional occupation and have now adopted 



carpet wea~ing. Their participation in this activity 
IS becaus~ it provides them job in the village itself 
and does not require any substantial amount of 
investment. Further, this indu!:try provides part 
time jobs to the rural masses. After completing 
agricultural operations which hardly need 6 
months time In a year, marginal farmers can utilize 
their leisure time In carpet weaving and thereby 
supplement their income. As a matter of fact rhe 
earnings of the marginal farmers from cultivation 
are Inadequate hence they are tempted to taking 
up carpet weaving in order to supplement their 
family income 

Since woollen carpet industry is labour intensive 
and the same is available in abundance hence 
there is much scope for the development of this 
industry provided proper incentive is given and 
necessary infrastructure is made available. 
There is, however, at present shortage of skilled 
weavers who can develop new varieties of 
colourful designs on their own. The weavers are 
of the opinton that the Govt. should take some 
strong step rn order to protect them from exploI
tation by exporters/contractors. 

The Government has set up a target of exporting 
woollen hana made carpet worth Rs 300 crore 
annually which would requIre more productIon. 
However, m order to achieve this target It is 
deSirable on the part of the Govt to explore 
market and ensure the quality of product. This will 
require intenSive and proper training to the 
weavers. For this purpose, though the Office of 
the Development CommiSSioner (Handicrafts) and 
Uttar Pradesh Export Corporation have started 
conducting tramlng programme in carpet weaving 
but there IS stili shoHage of training centres In 

view of the increaSing number of aspirants for 
tramlng 

Further,ln order to protect carpet weavers from 
the exploitation of producers/contractors there 
IS a need to strengthen the co-operative sector. 
Only then poor craftsman would be in a position 
to share the fruits of their hard labour. 

For populansrng the carpet weaving it has to be 
made more lucrative by Increasrng wages so that 
people are gainfully employed in this occupatIon 
EXisting labour laws meant for the welfare of the 
carpet workers should be strictly implemented. 
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This study has revealed that the manufacturers 
are earning good margin of profitthrough exports 
and also getting benefits from the govt. in the 
form of subsidy and other incentive yet the 
weavers are deprived of the reward for their hard 
labour. The manufacturers are not In favour of 
wage revision. They plead that owing to revision 
of wage structure the cost of production would 
Increase with the result our product would not be 
in a positIon to meet the cut throat competition 
prevailing In the world market. The weavers were 
on total strike during the months of Jan.-Feb., 
1988 to.-press their demand for wage revision 
which has resulted into loss of foreign currency 
worth crores of rupees. In order to keep pace with 
the rrse in the cost of living It seems desirable to 
revise the wages structure. The Govt. should 
intervene in thIs matter and find out some solution 
which can protect the Interests of manufacturers 
as well as that of weavers. The manufacturers 
should be prOVided loan at a reasonable rate of 
interest aM be given more subSidy and Incentive. 

I ndia IS a .developing country and has abun
dance of labour force. Under the circumstances 
weaver may not find it convenient to switch over 
toanotherjob unless they get more remunerative 
employment, though there persIsts a lot of Job 
dis-satisfaction among them. In fact, non-avai
lability of alternative employment would contains 
them to remam in carpet weaving. Under the state of 
situation they are in dilemma. If they leave the 
craft weaving work on account of low wages, they 
face unemployment, If not, they have to face 
poverty caused by theIr explOitation. In spite of 
heavy toll of problems and difficulties being faced 
by weavers the future of the woollen carpet 
Industry IS bright In view of ItS heavy demand In 
foreign markets. Hence the need of the hour IS to 
give them attractive wages and prOVide some 
incentives, as are given to the exporters. Apart from 
thiS, if at all we want to see this craft flourishing, 
the better thing would be to control the prices of 
raw matenals, strengthen the Infrastructural 
facilities and give more subsidy 'to the manu
facturers. As carpet weavmg can be done In the: 
residential premises women can also be 
employed In th,s craft by Imparting them traming 
in carpet weaving Thus there exists a wide scope 
of women participation m this industry. The woman 
have comparatlye~y greater patience to Sit and 
work for hours toaether and can do better than 



men. Thus this industry has great potentialities to 
absorb rural unemployed, youths of both the sexes. 

Low wages, lack of traimng, medical, health, 
credit and infrastructural facilities in rural areas 
are the main problems faced by the weavers. 
Some of the mai n problems are described below: 

1. As already stated the wages of weavers are 
very low and insufficient to maintain a minimum 
standard of living. After hard labour they get on an 
average daily wages ranging between Rs. 8.00 to 
12.00 with this meagre amount they are always 
hand to mouth and have to take loan in order to 
buy Items needed for their dally use. They 
generally take loan from the manufacturers which 
affects their bargaining power in the labour 
market. As a result of this situation they are not 
paid for the work performed by them at the pre
weaving, stage. For example, it takes about eight 
days time for taking raw materials from the 
manufacturers/contractors, preparation ofweav-
109 work at pre-weaving stage and returning 
carpets to them after weaving. This is a sort of 
exploitation by the manufacturers. This problem 
Iscommonforall the weavers. Hence not only the 
amount of wages paid but conditions of payment 
etc.also need reconsideration. 

2. There IS no institutional training facilities in 
these three villages. In fact, traming centres 
started by the Office of the Development 
Com missioner (Handicrafts), New Delhi and Uttar 
Pradesh Export Corporation, are very limited. The 
learning process takes a minimum period of 6 
months and 10 some cases even 2 years for which 
the aspirants have to Invest their own time and in 
a few cases they have to pay some amount of 
money to the tramers. Thus while under training 
the prospective weaver finds it very difficult to 
pull on well since most of them are poor. 
Sophisticated carpet deSigns in the present 
situation has also made the learning process 
difficult to the some extent. Therefore more 
training centres should be opened to provide 
better traming facilities to the weavers. 

3. The weavers some times suffer from scratch 
on the first finger of left hand while using knife at 
the time of weaving which takes time to recover 
because proper medical faCilities are not available. 
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The dusty fabrics may cause tuberculosis to the 
weavers. Further, since carpet weaving is highly 
fine work I causes strain on their eyes which 
ultimately weaken the eye sight. f,rrangement 
should,thereforeJbe made in such a manner that 
the weaver and their families get medical facilities 
free of cost. Only a good health can yield better 
output. The poor weavers are presently denied of 
this facility. 

4. The weavers face problems in obtaining loan 
for the installation of looms, construction of 
bui1ding for the workshop and for other family 
affairs. The looms alone costs Rs. 4 to 5 thousand. 
They have to take loan for these purposes from 
the manufacturers/contractors and money 
lenders which ultimately leads to their exploitation. 
In view of th~circumstances creditfacilities should 
be made available to the weavers at reasonable 
rate of interest particularly to the you ng boys who 
have received training in carpet weaving, to start 
their own carpet manufacturing unit. Schemes 
for encouraging women to engage in carpet 
weaving should also be initiated which will help in 
augmenting their family income. It would be 
better to build up a strong co-operative sector for 
the weavers so that they are not exploited by the 
manufacturers/contractors and money lenders 
and are in a pOSition to enjoy the fruits of their 
labour. 

5. Poor Infrastructural bases in rural areas is 
also a problem for the weavers. The factors 
directly affecting the weaving work are absence 
of proper road, transport facilities and availability 
of electricity. So the villages predominantly 
inhabited by carpet weaver should be Hnked by 
the ro~..Q with the main carpet producing centres 
for transporation of raw materials and carpts. 
Human settlements should be electrified so that 
weavers can get better lighting for weaving. In 
rural areas houses are generally conjested and 
lack proper ventilation. Specially during winters 
and ramy seasons due to absence of sun-shine, 
there is dim light which creates problem for the 
weavers mainly to those who works In early 
morning and at late m the evening. Electrification 
Will certainly prOVide better light, thus better 
working conditIon for the weavers which will not 
only boost the efficiency of the weavers but also 
Increase productiVity. 



6. The weavers do not get any other benefit 
except wages for their work. Hence the govt. 
should launch welfare schemes such, as medical 
leave, providentfund and pension facilities under 
the provision of existing labour laws, apart from 
medical facilities. The man'ufacturers can not 
look after the interest of the weavers so the 
government should initiate programmes for the 
welfare of the weavers. 

7. It IS reported that large number of children 
are employed in carpet industry In fact, these 
children are a helping hand to their poor parents 
and source of earning. They are plaYing crucial 
role In the economy of the households by 
supplementing the family income. They can do 
weaving work with their nimble fingers more 
efficiently than the adult workers. The govern
ment of InOla has passed the Chilo Labour 
(Prohibition and Regulation Act) 1986 according 
to which the employment of children below the 
age of 14 IS prohibited. It IS a good step for 
protecting children from exploitation but the 
Immediate Impact of its implementation Will 
deprive the weaving community of their additional 
Income earned by their children. Apart from thiS 
the rehabilitation of child labours on the other 
hand Will be a problem fortheir parents If they are 
demed employment at an early age. Hence the 
affected households should be compensated 
SUitably In order to ensure effective Implementa
tion of the Act It would be better If proper 
arrangements are made for their schooling and 
proViding them vocational training. For solVing 
child labour problem It is suggested that an 
Integrated long term perspective programme 
should be launched for educating and training 
the children of weaving communities, sothatthey 
are not Ignorant of their weavers nghts and 
duties. 

The main problems faced by the manufacturers/ 
exporters are given below -

1 Under the present set of arrangement the 
exporters have to send carpets to Deihl from 
where It IS air lifted to ItS destination after 
completing the formalities of custom clearance 
The exporters want that a branch office of custom 
house be opened In air cargo complex at 
Babatpur In Varanasl and arrangement should be 
made to air 11ft the carpet goods from the air cargo 
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. complexat Babatpur to ouverscountries directl'y. 
This arrangement will not only facilitate the export 
process but also ensure quick delivery of the 
consignment. 

2. Presently the hand knotted woollen carpet 
industry IS faCing a number of problems. Non
availability of raw-materials, mainly good quality 
of woollen yarn at reasonable pnce and in sufficient 
quantity according to the requirement of ttl-e 
mdustry is the most serious problem. The prices 
of raw materials (woollen yarn, cotton yarn and 
dyes) have increased significantly dUring a few 
years which has resulted Into rise In the cost of 
production For overcoming these problems 
indigenous wool production should be encour
aged by providing incentive to the sheep rearers. 
Improved variety of sheep should be introduced. 
Till we are not in a position to meet the requirement 
of woollen yarn through our local produce the 
Government. should allow duty free import of 
woo lien yarns. 

3. There has been unexpected price rise of raw 
matenals In the recent years which has affected 
production and has weakened our competitive 
power In the world market. According to· the 
experts the value of exported woollen carpet has 
Increased but that IS mainly due to the inflationary 
factors and not due to actual rise In production 
dUring the last few years. 

4. The Indian hand knotted woollen carpet 
industry IS faCing tough competition r~om 

Pakistan, China and Iran In the world market 
However, on account of shortage of labour, Iran IS 
Virtually commg out of international market 
leaVing Pakistan and China as the main competi
tors. In these countnes their Government IS 
proViding more incentive to the carpet manu
facturers as compared to India So they enJoy 
Detter competitive POSition than Indian exporters 

5 The lack of CIVIC amenities In Bhadohl also 
causes lot of inconvenience to the overseas 
buyers. There IS thus utmost necessity to prOVide 
CIVIC amenetles and other Infrastructural facilities 
at Bhadohl. A maJO! development In thiS direction 
IS the establishment of Bhadohl Industnal 
Development Authonty. It IS expected that In 
near future thiS organisation would prOVide 
amenities which are lacking In thiS area With thiS 



advancement It would be possible to make 
optImum and effIcIent utilization of resources. 
ThIs will also bnng down the cost of production 

The process of spinning wool, washing, dyeing 
and drymg can be modernIsed In order to reduce 
the cost of manufa~tunng. Mill spun yarn is better 
tl1an handspun yarn.ltcan be produced in lots by 
the machine wIthin a short time and at a lower 
cost. Similarly chemical dyes used for dyeing 
woollen yarn are bnghter than the vegetable 
colours and lasts for long tIme. For the better 
and QUick performance automatIc drying and 

dyeing machine should be introduced. 

BesIdes thIs, drying of woollen yarn and carpets 
becomes a problem for the producers in the rainy 
season and in winter also when days are short 
and sun light is dim. Hence drying in these 
seasons takes more time which leads to hIgher 
cost due to more labour charges and low level of 
production. It also causes hinderance in main
taining timely supply of the product. Thus there is 
a possibility for modernisation of the industry for 
reducing the cost of production without endan
gering the traditIonal charcter of the product. 
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Age-group Total population 

P M F 

2 3 4 

All ages 134 77 57 
0-4 21 9 12 
5-9 32 20 12 

10-14 13 9 4 
15-19 9 7 2 
20-24 10 3 7 
25-34 20 12 8 
35 + 29 17 12 

All ages 172 97 75 
0-4 27 15 12 
5-9 23 15 8 

10-14 25 16 9 
15-19 19 12 7 
20-24 17 8 9 
25-34 20 10 10 
35+ 41 21 20 

All ages 190 102 88 
0-4 41 24 17 
5-9 35 17 18 

10-14 10 7 3 
15-19 16 5 11 
20-24 26 13 13 
25-34 29 18 11 
35 + 33 18 15 

M 

5 

38 
9 

10 
1 
3 
1 
1 

10 

53 
15 
8 
4 
3 
5 
4 

14 

65 
24 
12 

2 
1 
5 

11 
10 

102 

Annexure-III: Population classified 

Illiterate 

F 

6 

56 
12 
12 
4 
2 
6 
8 

12 

72 
12 
7 
8 
7 
9 
9 

20 

81 
17 
17 
3 
8 

11 
11 
14 

Literate without 
educational level 

M F 

7 8 

Malethu 
18 1 

9 
3 
2 

1 
3 

Lalanagar 

25 3 

7 1 
8 1 
1 
1 
2 
6 

Bhainsa 

18 4 

3 1 
3 
1 1 
3 1 
3 
5 



by age, sex and educational level 

Primary or 
Junior Basic 

M 

9 

15 

1 
4 
1 
1 
5 
3 

11 

3 
4 

3 
1 

6 

2 
1 

2 
1 

F 

10 

2 

1 
1 

Middle 

M 

11 

5 

1 
1 
1 
2 

6 

1 
4 

9 

1 
3 
1 
2 
2 

F 

12 

1 

Educational level 

Matriculation 
or Higher 
secohdary 

M F 

13 14 

1 

3 

Non-technical Technical dip
diploma or certi- lorna or certifi
ficate not equal cate not equal 

to degree to degree 

M F M F 

15 16 17 18 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Graduate and 
above 

M F 

19 20 

1 

1 



Annexure-IV: Households classified by traditional occupation, religion and caste/community of head of . 
the houeehold 

Name of Name of No. of Number of household where traditional occupation of head of 
religion caste/ household household 

community 
Carpet Agri- Agri- Kumhari Lohari Tailoring 

weaving culture cultural (To make 
labourel earthen 

pots) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Malethu 
Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 3 3 

Bind (Kewat) 
Brahmin 1 1 
Chamar (S.C.) 4 4 
Dharkar (S.C.) 
Gaderiya (~ 
Giri 6 1 5 
Kayasth 
(Srivastava) 
Kumhar 1 1 
Lahar 
(Vishwakstms) 3 1 2 
Pasi (S.C.) 
Teli 

Sub Total 18 1 10 4 1 2-

Muslim Ansari 3 3 
Mansuri 1 1 
Siddiqui 

Sub Total 4 4 

Total 22 5 10 4 1 2 

Lalanagar 
Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 3 3 

Bind (Kewat) 2 2 
Chamar (S.C.) 3 3 
Oharker(s.C.) 1 1 
Gaderiya 
(Pal) 2 2 
Kumhar 1 1 
Lohar 
(Vishwakarma) 1 1 
Pasi (S.C.) 1 1 
Teli 1 1 

Sub Total 15 15 
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Annexure - V(Concld~ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
, 

Muslim 
Ansari 4 4 
Siddiqui 2 2 

Sub Total 6 6 

Grand Total 21 21 

Bhaln .. 
Hindu Ahir (Yadav~ 3 3 

Brahmin 1 1 
Chamar (SC~ 10 10 
Kayasth 
(Srivastava~ 2 2 
Kumhar 1 1 
Pasi (S.C.) 4 4 

Sub Total 21 4 14 1 2 

Muslim 
Ans'ari 
Siddiqui 

Sub Total 

Grand Total 21 4 14 1 2 
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Annexure-V: Workers and non-workers classified by sex and educational level 

Educational Total population Number of 
level 

Workers Non-workers 

P M F P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Malethu 
1. Illiterate 94 38 56 13 13 81 25 56 
2. Literate 

without 
educati-
onallevel 19 18 1 2 2 17 16 1 

3. Primary or 
Junior 
Basic 15 15 9 9 6 6 

4. Middle 5 5 2 2 3 3 
5. Matricu-

lation or 
Higher 
Secon-
dary 

6. Non-tech-
nical dip-
loma or 
certificate 
not equal 
to degree 1 1 1 1 

7. Technical 
diploma or 
certificate 
not equal 
to degree 

8. Graduate 
and above 

Total 134 77 57 27 27 107 50 57 

" Lalanagar 
1. Illiterate 125 53 72 23 23 102 30 2. literate 72 

without 
educati-
onallevel 28 25 3 11 11 17 14 3 3. Primary or 
Junior Basic 11 11 8 8 3 3 4. Middle 6 6 6 6 

5. Matricu-
lation or 

Higher 
Secondary 1 1 1 1 
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Annexure V(Concld.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

6. Non-tech-
nical dip-
loma or 
certficate 
not equal 
to degree 

7. Technical 
diploma or 
certificate 
not equal 
to degree 

8. Graduate 
and above 1 1 

Total 172 97 75 49 49 123 48 75 

Bhainsa 
1. illiterate 146 65 81 27 27 119 38 81 
2. Literate 

without 
educati-
onallevel 22 18 4 10 10 12 8 4 

3. Primary or 
JUnior Basic 8 6 2 5 5 3 1 2 

4. Middle 10 9 1 4 4 6 5 1 
5. MatriCU-

lation or 
Higher 
Secondary 3 3 2 2 1 

6 Non-tech-
nical diploma 
or certificate 
not equal 
to degree 

7 Technical 
diploma or 
certificate 
not equal 
to degree 

8 Graduate 
and above 
Total 190 102 88 49 49 141 53 88 
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Annexure- VII Oh.rituion d peI'IOt1I S'Q!QIId in the aaft a_fled tr{ 

ReIaIIonatip ¥Ath NII'Iila' NLII1la' d p8"IIJ18 8QUId in lheCll!lt 
the "esd d 

pa"SlI'I8 F aItwr fa the penoo d 

ErVVD 
in the L_1t8'I 6 no1hs 6 morihs to one y_ 2 + yellS Md pad f8'IU1S'8IIon 
mit am pad'l'8TUlEI'ation am pad remmeration 

OOi~ R8T111l& REI1U1& 0 C K 0 C K 
tory ratioo ratioo 

1 cash 2Kmd 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Self (Head) 22 2 2 

Son 4 2 

&aher 

TOOl! 27 2 4 

saf(HEBd ) 21 5 5 

Son 19 2 15 2 

BrCXha- 3 

Falher's Brcther 

TOOl! 46 7 21 3 

sat (HEBd) 21 

S:Jn 3 

Braher 10 

Total 34 
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who raved tni rilll from 

Leas thin 6 rna1lt1I 6 rncd1s to (JI8 2 + va II'd paid Leas tta16 mcnt18 6 mcnths to one v- 2 +yan II'd Plid 
an:! paid l'8I'UIS'aIion Yf!I!r snd plid re- rem.nrati(ll !ni prid rantJ'lErali(ll II'd paid l'BYIIJ'II!ItIton remu'1Ir8tim 

I'IU8'8IICIl 

o c K o c K o c K o c K o c K o c K 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Malethu 
4 

1 
(~ 

4 

Lalal'llglll' 
1 6 

III 



Annexure Dlstnbution of persons engaged in the craft classified by 

RaatlrnSllp With the haid 

Self (Head) 

Tctal 

Self (Head) 

Sal 

Brdher 

FathEr's BrcthEr 

Self (Head 

Son 

Brdhff 

T oIai 

Lm; It-an 6 rronlhs ard paid 

o c K 

31 32 

Brdher's oon f ()' !he PEriod d 

6 rronths 10 one yoor ard paid- 2 + years md paid rEJTlUnErailoo 

o 

33 
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rEmuneration 

c 

34 

1 
(20) 

K o c K 

35 36 38 



Relationship with heM the person mperted training period of training and relationship 

Less ttBn 6 months am ~d 

0 

39 

Malethu 
4 

4 

Lalanagar 

Bhalnsa 
3 

3 

rErnU1€rallOl1 

C 

40 

1 

(15) 

K 

41 

Nci reialej 

6 mcnths to une Yf!Bf and p:ud 
rEllTl.llla"abon 

o c 

42 43 

5 

5 

3 

3 

7 1(6q 

7 

Note Figures within bracket indicate amounts paid In rupees. 
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2 + Yf!BfS lI'ld paid rElTUlEl'allon 

o c K 

45 47 

2 

2 

7 1(1(Q 

7 1 



Annexure VIII. Distribution of households and persons engaged in the craft to place of work 

Place of work of the head of the Number of households where Place of work of person other-
place of work of head of the than the head of the household is 

household the households (as noted in 
column 1) same as that of head of house-

hold 

1 2 3 

Malethu 
1. Part of the dwelling house 22 (27) 5 
2. Work-shop (a) Owned by the 

household 
(b) Owned by the others 

3. Traming-cum-production centre 
(a) Owned by the household 

(b) Owned by others 
4. Any other 

Total 22 (27) 5 

Lalanagar 
1. Part of the dwelling house 11 (20) 9 
2 Work-shop (a) Owned by the 

household 7 (22) 15 
(b) Owned by the others 3 (4) 1 

3. Training-cum-production centre 
(a) Owned by the household 
(b) Owned by others 

4. Any other 

Total 21 (46) 25 

Bhainsa 
1. Part of the dwelling house. 15 (26) 11 
2. Work-shop (a) Owned by the 

household 4 (6) 2 
(b) Owned by the others 2 (2) 

3. Training-cum-production centre 
(a) Owned by the household 
(b) Owned by the others 

4 Any other 

Total 21 (34) 13 
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Annexure XII: Average monthly consumption of raw materials by seasonal variation for manufacturing 
different items of handicraft classified by educational level of head of the household 

Educational Name of No. of Average monthly Number reported having seasonal vanatlon In 

level of head handl- house- consumption of 
household craft holds each raw materlar the consumption of raw matenal 

Items manu-
l(in kgs.) 

manu- factunng Raw Raw No. of Raw material Raw matenal 
material material 1 2 

1 2 Sut (katl) 
factured handi- house-

craft Sut Kati hold In Out put is Due to Due to 
Items (cotton (woollen summer higher summer winter 

thread) thread) and ramy due to. and rainY season 
season winter season demand 

the quan- season raw of raw 
tlty used material matenal 

low used low is hlg-her 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Malethu 
1. Illiterate Carpet 12 10.991 20.854 8 3 5 3 5 
2. Literate 

without 
educatlQ-
nallevel " 3 9.333 29.833 3 2 1 2 1 

3. Primary or 
Junior 
Basic " 5 6.600 9.000 5 4 4 

4. Middle " 1 20.900 40.000 1 1 1 
5. Matricula-

tion or 
Higher 
Secon-
dary " 

6. Non-tech-
nical dip-
loma or 
certifIcate 
not equal 
to degree " 1 12.300 15.000 1 1 1 

7. Technical 
diploma or 
certificate 
not equal 
to degree " 

8. Graduate 
and above " -
Total 22 10.236 19.988 18 6 12 6 12 
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Annexure XII (Concld.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Lalanagar 

1. Illiterate Carpet 11 14.518 30.618 4 3 1 3 1 
2. Literate 

without 
educatio-
Ilallevel " 8 14.750 30.062 6 2 4 2 4 

3. Primary or 
Junior Basic " 1 19.800 50.400 1 1 

3. Middle " 1 5.500 11.500 
5. Matricu-

lation or 
Higher 
Secondary " 

6. Non-tech-
nical dip-
loma or 
certificate 
not equal 
to degree " 

7. Technical 
diploma or 
certificate 
not equal 

• to degree " 
8. Graduate 

and above ., 

Total 21 14.428 30.438 11 5 6 5 6 

Bhalnsa 
1. Illiterate Carpet 10 6.700 8.710 1 1 1 
2. Literate 

without 
educatio-
nal level " 6 4.250 7.000 1 1 

3. Primary or 
Junior Basic " 2 5.500 7.000 1 1 1 

4. Middle " 2 5.400 12.500 1 1 2 
5. Matncu-

lation or 
Higher 
Secondary " 

6. Non-tech-
nical dip-
loma or 
certificate 
not equal 
to degree " 

7. Technical 
diploma or 
certificate 
not equal 
to degree " 1 6.800 7.000 

8. Graduate 
" • and above 

Total 21 5.766 8.338 4 4 4 
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Annexure- XIII. Number of households manufacturing handicraft items-craft and number of carpets 
manufactured 

Religionlcastel No. of household carpets manu- Remarks 
Community of the factured 

head of manu-
factu red the 

household carpets 

1 2 3 4 

Malethu 
Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 3 36 All the households of three 

Brahmin 1 20 villages reported as having 
Chamar (S.C) 4 103 producted the carpets OR 

Giri 6 69 wages basis and entirely for 
Kumhar 1 12 for other community and 
Lohar (Vishwa- 3 43 export 
karma) 

Muslim Ansari 3 34 
Mansuri 1 11 

Total 22 328 

Lalanagar 
Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 3 28 

Bind (Kewat) 2 24 
Chamar (S.C.) 3 35 
Dharkar (S.C) 1 6 
Gaderiya (Pa~ 2 20 
Kumhar 1 8 
Lohar (Vishwa- 1 13 
karma) 
Pasi (S.C.) 1 10 
Teli 1 12 

Muslim Ansari 4 53 
Siddiqui 2 18 

Total 21 227 

Bhalnsa 
Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 3 28 

Brahmin 1 4 
Chamar (S.C) 10 163 
Kayastha 2 16 
(Srivastava) 
Kumhar 1 4 
Pasi (S.C) 4 17 

Total 21 232 
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Annexure xlv Reasons reported by households for variation in the number of households and persons 

Broad age- No. of Number of households reported reasons for 

group of the house-
head of the holds Increase in the number ot households and persons engaged in the craft 
household engaged during last four decades 

in the craft 
Lucrative No prob- Ready No prob- No prob- Source of Subsidiary 

job lem of market for lem of lem of livelyhood work 
finance finished raw trade 

product material 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Malathu 
0-14 

15-34 12 2 1 12 9 11 1 
35-59 10 3 10 8 9 
60+ 

Total 22 5 22 17 20 1 

Lalanagar 
0-14 

15-34 7 7 7 7 
35-59 12 12 12 12 
60 + 2 2 2 2 

Total 21 21 21 21 

Bhalsa 
0-14 

15-34 6 4 4 2 6 1 
35-59 12 3 3 9 12 9 
60+ 3 3 3 3 

Total 21 7 1 : 14 21 13 
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engaged in the craft during last four decades classified by age-group of the head of household 

No substantial in crease in the 
number of households and persons 
engaged in the craft during the last 
four decades 

Here ditary 
fewoccu
pation of 
few house
hold 

10 

Malethu 

Lalanagar 

Bhainsa 

1 

Educated 
persons 
are not 

mterested 

11 

2 

2 

Difficulty 
fn getting 

raw 
material 

12 

3 
4 

7 

Raising 
fund 

difficult 

13 

4 
2 

6 

Decrease ill the number of households and reassons 
engaged in the craft duri~ tlie last four decades. 

Very little Educated Difficulty of 
demand of person not raw 

finished interested material 
product 
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14 

3 
1 

4 

15 

1 

16 

1 
2 

3 

Very little 
demand of 
finished 
product 

17 

3 
5 

8 
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Annexure XVI. Households reported about the craft as a sourGe of livelihood In the past or as non-
lucrative job classified by religion, Caste/Community of the' head of the household and reasons 

reported tor considering the craft as non-lucrative 

Religion, Caste/Community Number of Number of household considered the craft in the past as a 
of head of household household 

Religion Caste/ engaged in Source of Non-lucrative job due to reason 
craft livelihood community 

Low rate of Daily wages Not profitable 
wages labour 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Malethu 
Hindu 

Ahir (yadava) 3 2 1 
Brahmin 1 1 
Chamar (SC) 4 4 
Giri 6 6 
Kumhar 1 1 
Lohar 
(Vishwa-
karma) 3 3 

Muslim 
Ansari 3 3 
Mansuri 1 1 

Total 22 21 1 

Lalanagar 
Hmdu 

Ahir (Yadav) 3 3 
Bind (Kewat) 2 1 1 
Chamar (SC) 3 3 
Darikar (SC) 1 1 
Gaderia (Pal) 2 2 
Kumhar 1 1 
Lohar 
(Vishwa-
karma) 1 
Pasi (SC) 1 1 
Teli 1 1 

Muslim 
Ansari 4 4 
Siddiqui 2 2 

Total 21 19 

Bhainsa 
Hindu 

Ahir (Yadav) 3 1 2 
Brahmin 1 1 
Chamar(SC) 10 4 3 3 
Kayasth 
(Srivastva) 2 1 1 
Kumhar 1 1 
Pasi (SC) 4 1 2 1 

Total 21 6 2 6 7 
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Annexure XVII. Household reported having associated tradionally with the craM With period of 
association classified by religion, Caste/community of the head of the household 

Religion Caste/Community Number No of household Number of household reported their 
of the household of house- reported their classification with the craft 

hold assication with traditionally since 
engaged in craft 

in the 
Religion Caste/Community craft Traditio- Not Tra- One Two Three Four 

nally ditionally genera- genra- genra- genra-
tion tion tion tion 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Malethu 
Hindu Ahir (Yadav) 

Brahmin 3 1 2 1 
1 1 

Chamar (SC) 4 4 
Giri 6 2 4 2 
Kumhar 1 1 
Lollar (Vishwakarma) 3 2 1 2 

Muslim 
Ansari 3 3 1 1 1 
Mansuri 1 1 1 

Total 22 9 13 6 1 2 

Lalanagar 
Hindu 

Ahir (Yadav) 3 3 3 
Bind (Kewat) 2 2 1 1 
Chamar (SC) 3 2 1 2 
Dhar kar (SC) 1 1 1 
Gaderia (Pal) 2 2 2 
Kumhar 1 1 1 
lohar (Vishwakarma) 1 1 
Pasi (SC) 1 1 1 
Teli 1 1 1 

Muslim 
Ansari -4 4 3 1 
Siddique 2 2 1 1 

Total 21 19 2 16 3 

Bhalnsa 
Hindu 

Ahir (Yadav) 3 3 
Brahmin 1 1 
Chamar(SC) 10 10 
Kayasth (Srivastava) 2 2 
Kumhar 1 1 
Pasi (SC) 4 4 

Total 21 21 
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Annexure XVIII: Households reported having satisfaction dis-satisfaction with the occupation (craft) 
with reasons thereof classified by educatlonat level of th~ head of the household 

Educational level of the head No. of house-
of the household holds enga-

1 

1. Illiterate 
2. Literate witout edu-

cation level 
3. Primary or Junior BasIc 
4. Middle 
5. Matriculation or Higher 

Secondary 
6. Non-technical Diploma 

or certificate not equal 
to degree 

7. Technical Diploma or 
certificate not equal to 
degree 

8. Graduate and Above 

Totla 

1. Illiterate 
2. Literate without edu-

cational level 
3. Prrmary or Junior"Baslc 
4. Middle 
5. Matriculation or Higher 

Secondary 
6. Non-technical diploma 

or certificate not equal 
to degree 

7. Technical diploma or 
certificate not equal to 
degree. 

8. Graduate and Above 

Total 

1. Illiterate 
2. Literate without edu-

cational level 
3. Primary or Junior Basic 
4. Middle 
5. Matriculation or Higher 

Secondary 
6. Non-technical diploma 

or certificate not equal 
to degree 

7. Technical diploma or 
certificate not equal to 
degree 

3. Graduate and Above 

Total 

ged In the 
craft 

2 

12 
3 

5 
1 

1 

22 

11 
8 

21 

10 
6 

2 
2 

21 

No. of household reported Number of households 
their satisfaction with the reported tlle,r dis-satisfaction 

occupation due to with the occupation due to 

Livelihood 

3 

Malethu 
4 
2 

6 

Lalanagar 
2 
1 

3 

Bhainsa 
1 
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Profitable Low wages not profitable 

4 

3 
1 

3 

7 

5 

1 

6 

5 

5 

2 
1 

9 

8 
4 

12 

3 
5 

2 
1 

12 

6 

1 
3 

6 

1 
1 

2 
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Annexure XX Household reported about younger generation of their community by religion, castel 
community at head of the household 

Religion, caste/community of No of Number (, house- Number of house- Number of house-
head of the household house- hold repe, -ted hold reported hold reported 

hold about the younger about the younger about the younger 
engaged generation generation taking generation not 

In the interest in craft due taking interest in 
craft to the craft due to 

, 
Rehglon, caste/community takmg Not Liveli- Profi- Low- want job 

mterest taking hood table wages 
in the Interest 
craft In the 

craft 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Malethu 
Hindu 

Ahir (Yadav) 3 3 3 
Brahmin 1 1 
Chamar (SoC) 4 3 1 3 1 
Gin 6 5 1 4 1 1 
Kumhar 1 1 1 
Lohar (Vishwakarma) 3 3 2 

Muslim 
Ansari 3 3 2 1 1 
Mansuri 1 1 1 

Total 22 18 4 14 4 4 

Lalanagar 
Hindu 

Ah ir (Yadav) 3 1 2 1 2 
Bind (Kewat) 2 2 2 
Chamar (SoC) 3 1 2 1 2 
Dhanikar (SoC) 1 1 1 
Gadenya (Pal) 2 2 2 
Kumhar 1 1 1 
Lohar (Vishwakarma) 1 1 1 
Pasi (SoC) 1 1 1 
Teli 1 1 

Muslim 
Ansari 4 1 3 1 3 
Siddiqui 2 2 1 

Total 21 7 14 5 2 12 2 

Bhainsa 
Ahir (Yadav) 3 3 3 
Brahmin 1 1 1 
Chamar (SoC) 10 6 4 3 3 3 1 
Kayastha (Srivastava) 2 1 1 1 1 
Kumhar 1 1 
Pasi 4 2 2 2 2 

Total 21 9 12 4 5 11 1 
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Annexure XXII: Distribution of households having members with necessary skill to p~actice the craft and 
reported for not practicig classifid by religion, caste/community of the head of the household. 

Religion, Caste/community Number of Number of Number of households having members with 
of the head of the household household household necessary skill to practice the craft but not 

having no practicing the same due to 
members 

Religion Caste/ with 
community necessary Deduction short wages Low income Inadequate 

skill to in wages for liveli-
practice the hood 

craft 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Malethu 
Hindu 

Brahmin 3 1 2 
Kurml (Patel) 1 1 
Lohar 
(Vlshwakarma) 

Total 5 3 2 

Lalanagar 
Hindu 

Bind (Kewat) 2 2 
Gadena (Pal) 1 1 
Jalswal 1 

Muslim 
SlddlQue or-

Total 5 3 1 

Bhainsa 
Htndu 

Ahlr 1 1 
Brahmin 1 1 
Chamar (S C) 2 2 
Kayastha 1 1 

Total 5 2 3 
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1. Ankura: 
2. Baitha 

3. Berai Kama 
4. Bodh 
5. Bujbun 
6. Chara 
7. Chhar 
8. Charkha 
9. Charkhi 

10. Chhura 
11. Dam 
12. Derh tapakiya 
13. Dihari 
14. Fawra 
15. Galicha 
16. Gulla 

17. 'Gultarasi 
18. Jeri 

19. Joti 
20. Kainchi 
21. Kath 
22. Kat; 
23. Kera 

24. Khatti 

25. Khunti 
26. Kikar 
27. LachhVKawli 
28. Madder 
29. Muiya 
30. Panja 
31. Passerbanda/ 

Kamana 
32. Pata 
33. Rangkata 
34. Satun 
35. SUija 
36. Sut 
37. Tang 

38. Tapka 
39. Tar 
40. Tekuwa 
41. Tharri 
42. Tikki 

GLOSSARY OF LOCAL TERMS 

Iron hook fitted with upper and lower beams 
During knotting and cutting woollen thread when lengths of pile 
exceeds the prescribed limit; it results in wastage of woollen yarn 
and is called baitha 
Brushing of carpet just after clipping 
1hicker cotton thread 
Waste woolien fibres which come out as a result of clipping of carpet 
Fringe (loose worps at both ends of the carpet) 
Iron rod 
Spinning wheel 
It is a tool used for winding/unwinding cotton and woollen yarn 
Knife 
Bamboo piece; an accessory of loom 
False knotting 
Daily wages 
Tool used in carpet washing 
Carpet 
Bamboo piece; an 'accessorv of loom used for....-ratlng the 2 letaot 
alternate warps 
Clipping 
I ron rod fitted with lower kath (beam). It works as handle for roll ing the 
beam up and down as per requirement 
Rope 
Scissors 
Wooden beam (lower and upper) 
Woollen yarn 
Small pieces of bamboo twig (about 1 feet in length) used at the 
upper end of tana for tightening it with the help of upper beam. 
Stripe of about 1 inch at both the ends of carpet woven with thiner 
cotton thread 
Peg pierced in the wall for hanging woollen/cotton thread coils. 
A plant used for preparing vegetable colour 
Coil of woollen/cotton yarn 
A plant used for preparing vegetable colour 
Set of woollen yarn about 1 feet in length around which coil is made 
Comb used for beating knots 

Accessory of loom 

Plank for sitting the weaver at the time of weaving 
Overlaping of shade 
Accessory of loom; woollen pillars jointing lower and upper beam 
Tool used at the time of clipping for adjusting unwanted thread 
Cotton thread 
I ron handle fitted with upper beam. With the help of tang upper beam 
is rolled up and down as required 
Knot 
Warp 
Small accessory of charkha which is used for spinning 
Thinner cotton thread 
Colour index given on the carpet design map made on graph paper 
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Office of the Carpet Export Promotion Council and All India Carpet Manufacturers Associa
tion, Bhadohi, Varanasi 

' .. ~ 

t 
\1 

----'"-'r 
Office of the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) Carpet Weaving Training Scheme, Field 
Administrative Cell, Varanasi 139 



Carpet Warehouse of the Handicrafts and Handlooms Exports Corporation of India Ltd. 
Bhadohi 

Stetching of warp on the ground. 
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· Stetching of warp on the ground 
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Minor girls learning carpet weaving 
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Front view of workshop of a weaver 

Workshop of a weaver under thatched roof 
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Finished carppt 
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Transportation of raw materials by camel 
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to 

Transportation of raw materials by handcart 

An old weaver carryinq raw materials on his head 
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Females carrying raw materials to their house 

Raw material shop 
149 



Raw material S~0p 
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Woman engaged in spinning woollen yarn · on Charkhi 
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Dyeing of woollen yarn by traditional method 
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Drying of dyed woollen yarn in the sun 
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A weaver weaving circular shaped carpet (Back side of the carpet) 
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.. 

An old craftsmaA at work 
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Weavers engaged in pre-final clipping at weaving stage 
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Children engaged in carpet weaving 

Weavers of different · ages . ·of village Malethu 
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Weavers of different ages of village Lalanagar 
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Carpet design Colour index is also shown at the bottom alongwith specimen of coloured 
woollen yarn. 
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Different carpet design kept one above the other 
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Woven . carpet 
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Expert inspecting the woven carpet in the workshop of manufacturer 
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Worker adjusting unwanted thread to separate the colour 
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- A young worker brushing the carpet to remove the waste woollen fibre after clipping 
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Workers engaged in washing carp&t 
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• 

Washed carpets are spread in the open and fixed . on the ground with pegs just after 
washing to avoid shrinkage in carpet 

dried in the sun 
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Worker busy in embossing of carpet 

Weaver carrying woven carpet on bicycle to give the delivery to the producer 
168 
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Local tranasportation of carpets by tanga 



A portion of woollen yarn dyeing plant 

A portion of . drying/plant. Dyed woollen yarn and washed carpets are dried in this machine 
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Dyed woollen yarn is ,being wrought in . the machine· 

Automatic dyeing and drying plant under installation 
171 



A portion of dyeing plant 

Dyed woollen yarn is being dried in the bright sun light in the premise of dyeing plant 

172 



Inner side of the dyeing plant 

Power plant of the dyeing plant 
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Front view of Bhadohi Woollen Mill 
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.j 

Designer engaged in drawing carpet design on graph paper 
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Colouring of design by the designer 
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Finished carpet 
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• 

Packed carpets ready for export 
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