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FOREWORD 

The Indian Censm has ~ long tradition of pro,iding population figures 
separately for rural and urban areas .. There has been a growing need for such 
a dichotomous data c~pcciany after independence to formulate different policies 
and programm.cs for planned development especially in regard to rural areas. 
There has been, however, a dearth for data relating to the way of life of the 
rural masses for making cross~cultural and cross~regional comparisons to under
stand the imbaJanC'es in the level of socio-economic development achieved by 
the people living in Indian villages situated in different geographical areas. To 
bridge this gap a socio-economic survey of about 500 villages from diHerent 
parts of the country was taken up for study by the Census Organisation in 
connection with the 1961 Census. 

The villages thus studied were selected on purposive sampling basis in order 
to give representation in the sample to villages with diverse socia-economic 
characteristics. These included multi-ethnic villages, tribal villages, villages 
inhabited by pot~ers, fishermen etc., villages situated near urban centres and 
those situated in reml)tc areas where people had been living in a state of 
isolation and continued economic and educational backwardness. It was envisaged 
that this ~tvdy wt)uJd provide bench~mark data on the living conditions of the 
people inhabiting different geographical areas of the country under diverse 
socio~economic conditions. 

After independence, the coulltry pursued the path of planned development 
for improving the quality of life of her citizens and thi~ transformation was 
sought to be achic\ cd through the implementation of Fiw Year Plans. Economic 
emancipation, the main thrust of Five Year Plans was to be realised by 
increasing agricultural and industrial outputs as well as by generating more 
employment opportunities. While enhanced irrigation facilities and improved 
methods of farming were introduced to boost up agricultural production, genera
tion of employment opportunities and increase in industrial output were to be 
realised largely through industrialisation. Besides, a number of other social 
welfare programmes were implemented to provide additional facilities in the 
area of education, health, transport and communicatioil, drinking water and 
power supply. Of late, family welfare programme was also introduced to check 
population explosion which had all along been nullifying the results of planned 
development. 

By the time of 1971 Census, it was envisaged that the socioweconomic life 
of fIle people especially of villages would show perceptible changes under the 
impact of Five Y tar Plans. It was, therefore, decided to undettake are-study 
of some of the villages which had been surveyed in connection with the 1961 
Census to understand the manner and direction in which the Indian villages 
are changing under the influence of different developmental inputs. The main 
focus of this study, apart from probing deep into the patterns of change taking 
place in the life cycle events and economic pursuits, was to question penetra
tingly into matters relating to availability of amenities and services in the 
villages covered under these studies, attitude and opinion of the villagers in 
regard to education, health-<:ate activities and attitude, awareneS6 and acceptance 
of family plannjng methods. In short, the study was aimed at to bring to 
relief the socio-economic processes taking place in the rural environment under 
the inJlucncc of planned development as well as industrialisation and urbanisation. 
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the villages selected for the study were those ~hich are situated eitbct 
near to an urban centre or away from any urban ~ntre or those which are 
located ill an already identified dry belt area or in areas covered by Integrated 
Rural Development Programme and served by minvr irrigation projects and 
rural electrification programme. Some of these criteria for the selection of 
villages for the ~tu(jy were adopted at the instance of the Planning Commission. 

Although 78 villages were initially identified for the fe-study, due to certain 
constraints this project could not make much headway. Therefore, it was 
decided to cOl1(inue thl'se studies as an adjunct to ~he 1981 Census. 

The research design, tools for data collection and formats for tabulation 
of data required £CJr th.e conduct (If the ~odo-economic survey of \illages taken 
up in connection with the 1961 Census were framed by Dr. B. K. Roy Burman. 
who was then heading the Social Studies Division, as Deputy Registrar General. 
His succeswr Dr. N. G. Nag, assisted by Dr. K. P. Htaman, the present Deputy 
Registrar General, eAlended technical guidance to the Directorates of Census 
Operations for undertaking the re-study of the villages. I take this opportunity 
to congratulate all of them for organising these studies. 

The work rela,ling to the scrutiny of the draft rcp'Jrts received from the 
Directorates of Census Operati2ns and communication of comments thereon 
was undertaken by Shri M K Jain, Senior Research Officer, Social Studies 
Division under the guidance of Dr. K. P. Ittaman, Shri Jain was assisted in 
this task by Investigators, Sbri V. K. Jain and Smt. V. R. Khanna. I am thankful 
to all of them. 

The present report is based 011 a re-study conducted 011 the village Darkot 
by the Directorate of Census Operations, U.P. I take this opportunity to thank 
aU my colleagues in the Directorate for the efforts taken by them for bringing 
out thi& publication. 

Dated the 1st of June 1988 
New Delhi, 

V. S. VERMA 
Registrar General, India 



PREFACE 

As an adjunct Ie;> Ih~ 1981 Ccnsus, a speeral pro.ice! of the village re-study 
was und~ltakcn, at the micro level, to have a fcel of the sociO-CCOllOlllik, demo
graphic and other changes taking place in the scenario of our country due 
to, illter alia, the various developmental programmes being executed by the 
Government. Darkot is one of the five villages selected for the re-study in Uttar 
Pradesh. Being a small and remote tribal village, located in Munsiari tahsil of 
border hill district of Pithoragarh, Darkot has full justification for being selected 
for the re-study. 

Village Darkot is predominantly inhabited by the Bhotiyas who have mongo
loid physical features and are listed as a scheduled tribe in Uttar Pradesh. The 
Bhotiyas have been, by and large, known as a community of shrewd and enter
prising traders apart from being reputed as skilled craftsmen in woollen goods. 

About 25 years ago, when the study was taken up for the first time in 1961, 
village Darkot was a smaIl, isolated tribal village located at the remote hilly rndo
Tibet border region. At that time it was a transitory village and the village life 
was generally marked with a harmony and interdependency among the different 
segments of society. But the position has now altogether changed and Darkot 
is no more an isolated village. The Sino-Indian war of 1962, necessitated the 
construction of roads in the border region for their strategic imperativeness. It 
has brought over all rapid change in the border hill region and accelerated the 
pace of development. However, it has at the same time adversely affected the 
age-old woollen industry of the Bhotiyas. 

I takc this opportunity to express my deep sense of gratitude for all the 
encouragement and constant support extended by Shri V. S. Verma, Registrar 
General and Census Commissioner, India for the smooth conduct of social study 
projects in the Directorate. 

This report is an outcome of concerted effort of a team of officials and officers 
engaged in the social study projects in the Directorate of Census Operations, 
Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow. The field survey was conducted by SjShri D. P. 
Sinha, investigator, Y. K. Srivastava and M. C. Shukla, Statistical Assistants, 
under the supervision of Shri M. L. Sah, Assistant Director. In drafting this 
report Shri Sah was assisted by Shri Sinha. Shri R. K. Singh, Deputy Director, 
was responsible for the overall guidance, supervision and editing of the report. 
I am thankful to all of them. 

The report and the tables were technically scrutinised in the Social Studies 
Division of the Office of the Registrar General, India. I am thankful to Dr. 
K. P. Ittaman, Deputy Registrar General (SS) and Shri M. K. Jain, Senior 
Research Officer, who personally took pains to scrutinise the report and gave 
valuable suggestions for its improvement. 

In the end I am grateful to Shri B. P. Jain, Deputy Director of the office of 
the Registrar General, India and S/Shri R. K. Singh, Deputy Director, R. S. 
Pandey, Assistant Director and R. K. Saxena, Senior Technical Assistant 
(Printing) of my office \vho had kept a constant watch upon the printing of this 
report. 

LUCKNOW: 
February 3, 1989 

CHANDAN GOPAL 
of the Indian Administrative Service 

Director of Census Operations, 
Uttar Pradesh 
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A view 01 village Darkot with river Gori Ganga in the distant 
backgro~~d 



,A picturesque bird-eye-view 0/ village D~ko.! 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Darkot, a small village in Munsiari tahsil of border 
hill district of Pithoragarh in Uttar Pradesh has 429 
population (202 males and 227 females), It is pre
dominantly inhabited by the Bhotiyas followed by 
Shilpkars and Kshatriyas, The Bhotiyas who have 
mongoloid physical features, are listed as a scheduled 
tribe in Uttar Pradesh, They have been known as a 
community of shrewd and enterprising traders apart 
from being a well known skilled craftsmen in woollen 
goods. 

Location 

Munsiari is the biggest tahsil in district Pithoragarh, 
It forms border with Tibet in the north, Didihat tahsil 
in ~he south, district Chamoli in the north-west and 
district Almora in the south-west. Munsiari tahsil 
is divided into three revenue circles (locally called 
patties), These arc MalIa (upper) Johar, Ta1la 
(Idwer) Johar and Gori Patta, Milam glacier is 
situated in the extreme north region of Munsiari tahsiL 
River Gori Ganga originating from Milam glacier 
flows in north-south direction, dividing Munsiari tahsil 
intb two halves before meeting with river Kali at 
Jeoljibi in Didihat tahsil. Darkot is one of the seve
ral Bhotiya villages studded along the valley of the 
river, Gori Ganga, It lies in the southern periphery 
of Mana Johar, Northern-most and important 
Bhotiya village in Mana Johar evenue circle is Milam, 
deriving its name from the Milam glacier. 

Terrain 

District Pithoragarh lies in the central Himalayan 
region and is mainly mountainous, The terrain in its 
northern part is very difficult with high ridges covered 
with snow during most part of the year, The entire 
Malla Johar is covered with hiah mountain r~naes 

1:;0 "I:> , 

except some parts of relatively low elevation along 
the banh of river Gori Ganga, Village Darkot is 
situated in the interior of the district and has verv 
little level ground, In fact the entire terrain of (h~ 
village area is a hilly tract and hence even agricultural 
operations arc carried on terraced fields. 

Climate 

The information pertaining to the climatic condi
tion of the village is not available separately, hence 
the following description is based on the information 
made available for the tahsil. 

The climate of Munsiari tahsil is marked with 
fluctuations, The months of January and February 
are extremely cold when a vast area is covered with 
thick blanket of snow, Blowing of fast snowy 
winds is qllite common in these months. Sometimes 
the mercury drops below zero degree centigrade, 
Climate during March to April is relatively better as 
the snow starts melting, During these two months 
usually the sky remains clear till noon with pleasant 
sun shine. However, due to the atmospheric pres
sure in the later part of the day clouds start mounting 
up and cause rain, It brings down the temperature 
by 30 to 4' centigrade, The period between May to 
September is marked with bad weather when ghasty 
winds with occasional rains and hail storm are com· 
mon, As a result of this situation the temperatUle 
drops to zero degree. The months of October and 
November arc better having comparatively less rain, 
and less cold, Snowfall starts again in th month of 
December, The temperature recorded in Munsiari 
for the last five years is given below: 

Year Temperature (in 'e') 
I-----~--------~ 

Maximum Minimum Average 

1983 25 10 7 

1984 23 9 7 

1985 23 9 6 

1986 25 8 7 

1987 25 8 

The month of August experiences the maximum 
rainfall while November is usually devoid of it. 
Rainfall statistics for the last five years in respect of 
Munsiari is furnished below: 

Year Total Average 
rainfall (in mm) 
(inmml 

1983 358 176 

1984 628 liS 

1985 1095 225 

1986 621 234 

1987 456 127 

-~------,-- ,------_.- _-
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Goats laden with potatoes on way from Darkot to Mlll1siari 
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Bhotiya woman with her traditional ornaments 



Cropping pattern 

Rabi and kharij are two main crops grown in the 
village. Rabi crops are wheat, barJcy, masoor, mustard 
and rape seeds while paddy is the most import~nt 
khari./ crop. Besidt:s this other crops grown dUrIng 
klwit arc vi:., maize, varieties of milkts like IIlwuiua, 
lhallgura atl(j Kalldi pulses like bhatt, soyabiu and 
rajma. Paddy is sown in May/Junc and harvested ~n 
September. Mantilw is sown in May and reaped ~n 
October. Wheat is sown in October and harvciited ]J1 

April. Potato is grown during kharif. Apart from 
this some other vcgcta blcs like spinach and cauliflower 
arc also grown by the villagers. 

T rails port al1d CDlllIllllllicwioll 

For r~aching Darko! from the state capital Lucknow 
one has to perform journey partly by train and bus 
and the la5t stretch of 5 kms. by trekking from tahsil 
headqllarters, Munsiari. Till 1972 the minimum 
distance to be covered by trekking was 41 kms. when 
bus service was available only upto ThaI. Tanakpur 
the ll~arest railway 5lation hom Darkot is located at 
a distance of 307 kms. From the state capital, 
Lucknow this railway station is at a distance of 363 
kms. A numbeJ' of regular buses ply between 
Tanakpur and Pithoragarh. Another route for reach
ing Pithoragarh i, via Kathgodam and Almora but 
it is a longer route. From Phithoragarh bus 
~wrts early in (h~ morning at 5.00 houro and 
r~achcs [v!ullsiarj at 17.30 hours covering a distance 
of 152 kms. From Pithoragarh there are two routes 
(or rcaching Mun~iari. One is via Didihat and 
!\achani which is 152 kms. \lIhile the other, via 
Mawani which i~ shorter by 30 kms. Part of the road 
hclwlOen Pithoragarh and -Munsiari particularly around 
Kalamuni mountain (~760 metres) h very rough and 
ri~ky due to loose nature of rocks. As a result, 
aftcr snowfali and excessive rains, bus servicc~ arc 
suspended. In certain parts road repair work goes 
en ~lmost round the year. Distance between Thal 
and Mun~iari by kachcha road is 72 kms. How~vcr, 
following bridle path short-cuts this distance could 
b,; reduced to 4l kms. Presently direct buses are also 
plying from Pithoragarh to BUfCilly and Delhi. 

Village Darkot lies at a distance of 5 kms. jn th\) 
north of tahsil headquarters Munsiari by rccClllly 
constructed kachcha roud from Munsillri to Matlkot. 
Ihis road pas~~, through village Darkot. It is cx.
p~ctcd to bl: made pl/cca road in ncar future. Thus, 
Darkot, OllCC an in-acce5~iblc far fiung tribal ,illage, 
will soon be linked by bus sCl'vic~. Distance bet"l'lcen 
MUllsiari and M~dkot is 15 killS, Madkot is con-
ue~tcd by blls smice from jeoJjihi. However, 

through the old bridle path distance from Munsiari t6 
Darkot is merely 5 kms. This bridle path is ODe of 
the traditional trade routes of the Rhotiyas. It des
c~nds from Munsiari market and passes through eastern 
side of village DUlkot <lad meets witl1 main trade route 
from koljibi to Milam along rim God.Ganga. 

Dem()graphic treild, 

The total population of village Darkat at the time 
of r(-study in 1986, \Va. 429 pmons comisting of 
202 males and 227 females. At the time of the pr~· 

\ vious survey in 1961, its population was recorded 543 
pasons (297 males and 246 females). Thus during 
the span of about 25 years the populatjon of village 
has decreas~d by 114 person it1dicating a percentage 

·.decline to the tlln~ of 20.99. Th~ decline in case of 
males is higher (31.99%) than that of fcmaks 
(7.72%). This trcnd has also been ~ub3ti1n(iatcd by 
the figures r~corded at 1961. 1971 and 1981 cen-
suses. 

lank 1.l 

Variation in populati~n by ;,c, sllIce 1961 

Y~ar Population l}~cadal PC'ccnlagc Var:alilJH 
r----··A• ---~---1 r-'- __ '"---".A. _____ --j 

Persons Males Females ]'cr,OIl5 111;11" Fl:ro.le, 

2 
......_,..__~~~-~---~------------'-------~-~--

1961 431 Z15 llG 

[9][ 417 205 m --3.25 -4.65 -1.85 

1981 m 170 '~1 -.. "" -6.00 -17.07 .. 4.72 

The marked decline in the villagl: popUlation bas 
apparently n:sultcd due to th~ olJtmigration of Bhotiyu 
population. This is corroborated by the decline in 

. the proportion of schedule tribe population in 1981 
by 3.30 per cent points. Accordingly the density of 
population arJu average of household also declined at 
ncr)' con~ecll(ivc ccnsusc~, However, there is con
siderable improvement (26.3l per cent point) in the 
sex. ratio in 1981 as compared to 1971. This may 
be mainly due to the out-migration of adult males in 
5~arch of job~. The proportioll of workers has 
declined by 26.99 per cent points in 1971 as compared 
to 1961 but thi~ dcclinc may be mainly due to th~ 
I:hallg~ in COI1C~P[ and n:fmncc period adopted for 
the two censu~e~. Hl)wc~er, following Sino-India 
war, out migration of male workers can also be res
ponsible for this d~clinc to some extent. 

Demographic trenth pertaining to village Darko! 
arc presented in table 1.2. 



Table--tJ 
Demographic trends pertaining to Darkot leased on 1961, 19'11 and 1981 censuses 

._-- --------... --
o;ographic variables 1961 1971 

--- 2 3 ---- --
1. Total population 431 417 

2. Density 431 417 

3. Sex ratio 1004 1034 
4. Proportion ofsdlcuulcd cast/) 22'50 24·70 
5. Proportion of scheduled tribe. 68 '10 
6. proportion of litctralcs 37 '12 46·28 
7. proportioll of workers 54-75 27-81 
S. No. of households 88 94 
9. Average size of [lDuschlJ[ds 4-89 4-43 

1981 

4 

392 
392 
1306 

29-34 
64·80 
55 ·61 
43-37 

94 
4 17 

Percentagcdecadal 
variation in , __ .A._-, 

1971 1981 

5 6 --
-3·25 -6,00 
-3·25 -6'00 
+2·99 +26'31 
.: NO -1-4·64 

-3 ·30 
: 9 '16 +9'33 

-26,94 -I- 15·56 
-i-6'82 
-~·46 -0'26 

------,-------"----------------

Level of del'eiopmellt 

A historical event of great importance that followed 
the first study of Darkot was Sino-Indian war of [962 
This event has affected the trading activity between 
teh two countries to a considerable extent and has 
placed economy of the Bhotiyas completely off the 
track. The consequential impact of war had not 
only affected economic status of the Bhotiyas but 
their socio-culturallife as well. For instance Bhotiyas 
who till then led a semi-nomadic life were compelled 
to lead a sdtled life. The first study of Darkot in 
1961, therefore, aSSUl11tS an additional importance as 
the data recorded thcr~in present the last phase of 
an era when the Bhotiyas had their age-old trade with 
western Tibet. Besides thi~, the Bhotiyas had also 
lost their land under the Kumaon and Uttarakhand 
Zamindari Abolition and Land Reform Act of 1960 
(enfroccd in 1962). Whatever small piece of land 
they had, was passed on to their tenants. The major 
development afkr the 1962 Sino-Indian war was cons
truction of roads in the border region. It has on the: 
one hand accelerated the pace of development in the 
hill region, on the other adversely affected the tradi
tional household woollen industry of the Bhotiyas. 

A number of governmental and autonomous agen
cies like the Khadi and Village Industries Commis
sion etc. and State Industries Department started func
tioning in the hill region with the benevolent motive 
of promoting the indigenous woollen industry of the 
Bhotiyas. Besides this, the Integrated Rural Deve
lopment Programmt! (IRDP) of the Central Govern
ment, the Hill Development of the State Government 
had started an Integrated Tribal Development Project 
(lTDP) in this region vi;,. Dharchula and MWlsiJri 
I!DP, since the sixth plan period. For instancl! 
village Darkot has been electrified in February 1987 
under developmental programmes; though pr~sentlv 
only a few households have electric connections. 

To what extent all thcse factors have contributed 
in bringing about changes in infrastructural develop
ment of the village life is a matter of great interest for 
the study. Similarly how the Bhotiyas have been able 
to cope up with the changed socia-economic environ
ment is another pertinent question which thc present 
study inter alia aims at. Macrocosm in itself is a 
projection of its constituent microcosms. A micro
level study, therefore, enables us in understanding 
the process of change in the region as a whole. 

lkmons for selectioll oj vi[{age 

The selection of this village for special sludy was 
; nlade because it was Bhotiya predominated village 

:11](1 it was expected to provide a useful study of 
Bhotiya culture, economy, way of life, their needs 
and achievements and efforts made by the government 
colkctiveiy for thdr betterment. It was abo expected 
to reveal the impact of the Tibetan and Indian culture 

. on bordering Indian village. This village has again 
been selected for study keeping in view the criteria 
laid own by the RGI \'iz. (c). A village at a dislance 
not less than 25 kms from any urban centre of any 
size and as suggested by the Planning Commission in 
view of the fact that the village was having small irri
gation facilities and rural electrification. The present 
study aims to review the dimensions of change and 
ievelopment over a period of more than 20 years. 

Topography and settlement pattern 

From Munsiari bus stop, towering Panehchuli range 
present a panoramic view in the north-east. Hanslillg 
is another Himalayan peak visible from Munsiari. 
After trekking down for about 5 kms. from Munsiari 
market, one reaches village Darkot. There is a 
narrower and steep bridle path which connects Darkot 
with this traditional trade route. From this junc
ture, down ahead a stretch of hill with abrupt then 
gentle slope, with small grey slate-roofed dwellillgs 



Reminiscing the good-old past 
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Determined to face the challanges of the future 
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Bus stand of MlIllsiari 

Office of the Sub-divisional Magistrate at MUllsiari 



,studded amidst yellow-green patches of cultivated 
ten'aces, with occasional peach, plum and lemon 
trees, present a picturesque bird-eye-view of village 
Darkot. Snow-capped conical peak of Khalia moun
tain looks over Darkot from the north. While in the 
IfiStant north the Gori-Ganga river glittering like a 

. ,QIver line may be seen flowing down, rumbling and 
cutting its path through the deep valley of blue-grey 
lard rocks of MaUa Johar, Descending from north, 
Qmi-Ganga passes by village Darkot in the east barely 
tt a distance of 4 kms. 

village Darkot is situated in the central part of 
'Mimsiari tahsil. It is bounded in the north by 
WIlages Sainar and Dhapa, in the east by villages Talla 

. J)umar and MalIa Dumar, in the south-east by village 
J)aranti and in the south by village Charkham. 

::JJ1owing in north to south direction, river Gori·Ganga 
takes a gentle curve at village Dhapa. At this point 
Sainer Garh, a feeder hill stream joins Gori. A power 

·4ittion has been constructed in the \1cinity of con
r ftuence of Gori and Sainar under the Suringarh 
\Micro.hydel Project. It is fed by diverting the waters 
of Sainar Garh. Munsiari-Madkot road enters the 
village from south-western end and takes a complete 
turn to northern fringe. Dwelling units are coneen
'Pted in the central and southern part of the village . 

. A look at the settlement pattern of village Darkat 
would reveal that the core of central part of the habi-
tation area is occupied by the Bhotiyas. Other houses 
faU outside this core area. Shilpkars, a scheduled 
caste, who have been traditionally serving the Bhoti
yas, form two clusters in the central and southern 
part. Kshatriya households are located in the western 
periphery of the habitation area. The houses of 
Pangti Bhotiyas are mainly concentrated on the central 
. and western side of the village. However, a few 
houses of Pangti Bhotiyas are also constructed on the 
south-eastern side near the Munsiari-Madkot road. 
These are recent constructions. Houses of Dharm
saktoo Bhotiyas are built on the central and northern 
part of the village. Though there is no common 
orientation of the houses, however, most of the houses 

:,have been built facing either north-west, west or east 
, direction. 

In the western side of the village, along Munsiari
Madkot road, there is a flour mill and camp of Special 
Police Force (SPF), Middle school is located in the 
south west of the village. Village temple, Ramlila 
stage and Anganwadi are also located in this part of 
the village. There are two small diggis (water tanks) 
in the central and northern parts of the village which 
are fed by natural spring water. These tanks are 
source of water supply through pipe line. There are 
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two public taps installed by the Government. Apart 
from [his there are 22 households mostly of Bhotiyas, 
who have private connection of water supply through 
these water tanks. 

Flora and fauna 

The higher ridges of hill ranges in Malia Johar are 
devoid of vegetation and present a bleak out-look. 
There is no worthwhile forest area in the vicinity of 
the village, though its northern part has been demar
cated as village forest. Whatever wild growth is in 
the vicinity of the village, people use them as fuel 
wood. However, the same does not cater to their 
. requirement for timber. Most common varieties of 
trees are namely, deodar (Cedms deodara), chir 
(Pinsus roxburghi), surai (cupressus tonulosa), 
burans (Rhododendron arboreum), utis (Alnus re
palensis) and tun (Toona ciliata). Dalla (Toona 
serrata) tree, found in abundance in the vicinity of 
Darkot in the past, are now reported to be rare. Sural 
is used for the construction of houses. Fruit bearing 
trees grown in the region are, namely peach, pear, 
apricot, plum, lemon and some other varieties of 
citrus fruit trees. Walnut is also found in some 
jungle areas. Besides a number of medicinal herbs 
are found in the surrounding Himalayan forests. 

Wild animals are rare in the surroundings of village 
Darkot. However, those found in certain pockets of 
dense jungle areas in the region are, namely, leopard, 
bear and some species of deer like barahasingha, 
thar, gurel and kankur. Birds found in the region 
are wild fowl, teeiar, chakor, black partridge and dove 
while kastoori mirg (musk deer) and monal are found 
only at a high altitude, i.e. near the snoW line. These 
are, however, not seen in the vicinity of Darkot. It 
was reported by the villagers in Darkot that musk
deer have been killed by the poachers for its valuable 
musk. As a result their number has dwindled to such 
an extent that they are now at the verge of extinc-

tion. 

Settlement history 

No person in the village had a definite idea as to 
how this village got its name. According to some it 
is a corrupt form of name Dalla or Dalan Kot. DaUa 
is the name of a tree which were reportedly found in 
abundance in this area in the past and the Kot stands 
for a fort. While< some other believe that the name 
has been derived from diar or deodar tree i.e., diarkot. 
Yet some villagers were of the view that long ago 
this place was the stronghold of a tribe called Dyari, 
hence called Dyari Kot which in thy course of tjm~ 
became Darkot. 



According to a legend long long ago lahar region 
was inhabited by two tribal communities, namely, 
Halduwa and Pidanluwa. A demon bird, Chogamba, 
killed all the members of these two tribes, except an 
old woman and her daughter. In those days Tibet was 
under the influence of Sakya Lama of Sun dynasty 
who had sent one of his valiant disciples to Iohar for 
protecting the people from the demon bird. The 
disciple fought with Chogamba and killed it and 
married the young damsel. Five sons were born to 
them. They were called Panch Jwari, i.e., five Joharis, 
and became ancestors of five different clans. Being 
descendants of Sakya Lama, they were also known 
as Sauka (Pangti, S.S., Q., lohar ke swar, 1986 : p. 
iii) . 

Ethnic composition 

1:: 

It i~ evident from the foregoing legend thilt the 
Bhotiyas had close links with Tibet in the past. Their 
marked mongoloid physical features confirm this view. 
It was generally agreed upon by the Bhotiyas of 
Darkot that they had migrated from Milam Village. 
There are two clans of Bhotiyas viz. Pangti and 

Dharamsaktoo. They marry among each other. Their 
customs and religious beliefs are the same. The 
Bhotiyas of Darkot village preferred to be called 
Sauka or 10hari. lahari is a territorial group of 
Bhotiyas. These territorial groups were formed due 
to their habitation in the different river valleys. Their 
language and cultural traits are greatly influenced by 
the major 'cultural regoin' they inhabit viz. Garhwal, 
Kumaon or Nepal. 10hari are perhaps the most 
Hinduised section among the Bhotiyas. They speak 
Kumaoni language and have adopted cultural traits of 
Hind~ of Kumaon region to a greater extent. 

The Shilpkars are a scheduled caste. They had 
been traditionally serving their patron community, the 
Bhotiyas as village artisans, musicians and agricultural 
labourers. Some of the sub-castes among the Shilpkars 
are Orh (mason), Lohar (blacksmith) and Dholi 
(drummer). 

Karki, Bhatt and Kisan are three sub-castes of the 
Kshatriyas living in the village. They had migrated 
from western Nepal. They are mainly cultivators by 
profes~ion. 



CHAPTER [I 

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHY AND VII AL 
STATISTICS 

Demography, in most precise sense of tem}, is 
quantitative study of human populations and changes 
in them that result from births, deaths and migration. 
Apart from this, demographic studies take into 
account several other aspects, such as social, economic, 
cultural and religious state of population which are 
broadly termed as social demography. In order to 
have deeper insight in respect of village Durkot it is 
essential to study the prevailing situations in surround
ing villages as well in the light of these factors. How
ever, it will be worthwhile to mention here at the 
outset that village Darkot is predominantly inhabited 
by Bhotiyas, a backward aboriginal tribe who have 
their own way of life circumscribed by the geogra
phical and climatic conditions. 

For this purpose eight other villages located in the 
surrounding of village Darkot and being under influ
ence of Pithoragarh town have been selected. These 
villages are, namely, Doomar Talla, Sainer, Jalath, 
Doomar \1aIla, Suring, Namjala, Daranti and Mopal 
Bara. 

All these villages are located in the range of the 
distance varying from 1 to 7 kms. while their distance 
from the nearest town i.e. Pithoragarh, ranges between 
138 to 143 kms. 

The population characteristics of the villages select
ed for comperative study are presented in table 2.1. 

Table 2-l 

Population characteristics of the villages located at different distance from pithoragarh twon, 1981 cen;~s 

--------------------------------------------------------------
Village Distance Distance Population Density Sex ratio SC pJ;JUla. Sf papula. 

from nearest from Darko! (Per sq. km.) tion tion 
town (in Kms) (l n kms.) 

----------------------------------------------.---~----------~ 2 4 6 8 

DoomarTalJa 143 3 267 592 1189 45 32 54 31 
Sainar 142 6 72 45 101;) l~ -Ofi 70 a3 
Dalath 140 2 24-1 151 913 33 59 53 -9t 
Doomar Mal!a 141 143 386 1200 15 ·38 51, 75 
Darkot 140 392 392 1306 29-34 6H() 
Suring 138 2 355 14~ 1152 6·76 9099 
Namja[a 139 22 367 294 I~' [8 40-9[ 
Daranti 140 207 207 1112 44·44 46·38 
MopelBara 141 m 610 \033 63 -1 [ ---------------------_._-_"--------_.-
Note: All of the bove Villages come under NES Block Munsiari. 

It is evidently clear ftom table 2. t that the village 
Doomar TaUa is farthest (143 kms.) from the town 
Pithoragarh and village Suring is the nearest (138). 

On the other hand from village Darkot the distant most 
village is DQomar Malia (7 kms.) while villages 
Namjala, Daranti and Mopal Bara arc barely one km. 
away. It is observed that most of the villages e!cept 
Doomar TaUa and Mopal Bara are having low density. 
The probable reasons of such a phenomenon are the 
topography of the land escape and climatic conditions. 

It is very interesting that out of 9 villages (indud
~g Darkot) 6 villages have more females tllun males. 
The village Sainer has the equal number of males and 
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females whereas village Namjala has the lowest sex 
ratio (294). The village Jalath has 913 females per 
1000 males. The ~ex ratio of the village Darkot is 
the highest one (1306) followed by Doomar Malia 
(1200) and Suring (1152). This imbalance is pro
bably due to the migration of adult males in the lower 
region for seeking job. 

The viUage Doomar Talla has the highest scheduled 
caste population (45.32 per cent) while the village 
Suring has the lowest (6.76 per cent). The Mopal 
Bara has no scheduled castc popUlation. On the 
w;lole scheduled caste popUlation in 8 villages" 
including Darkot, is much lower than the schedwjed 



tribe population, barrling Daranti village which has a 
matching proportion of scheduled caste population 
(44.44 per cent). vis-a-vis scheduled tribe popula
tion (46.38 per cent). 
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cent. It may be seen from the foregoing data that the 
Bhotiyas, have predominant position in all the 9 
villages selected for this study. 

It is also evident from the table 2.1 that all the Apart from the factors described earlier it is essen-
villages have the scheduled tribe population though in tial to look into the literacy and involvement of viI-
different proportions. The village Suring has the lagers in different economic persuits. In view of the 
largest concentration of scheduled tribe population same, details about literacy and work participation 
having 90.99 per cent while village Namjala has the level in respect of villages selected for comparative 
!owest (40.91 per cent). ViUage Datkot has 64.8 per study are presented in table 2.2. 

Table 2·2 

Literacy and work p~rticipation rate in the Tillages l(}ClIted at different distance from pithoragarh town, 1981 census 

-.-....... ~---_..-----,-

Village Literacy rate Work participatiolll'ate 
r--------'--~ r-----'- ~ 

DoomarTalla 
Sainer . 
Jalath . 
DoomarMalla 
Darkot. 
Suring . 
Namjala 
Daranti 
MopalBara . 

p 
_--.1-----

2 

4H2 
44-44 
41·93 
46'15 
55-61 
47 ·61 
59'09 
35 '75 
38·52 

M 

60'66 
69·44 
57 ·94 
60·00 
68'23 
59·39 
64-70 
48'93 
53 ·33 

F P M F ----......._ .----
4 5 6 7 ----------------
29-66 41'20 49'18 34-48 
IH4 45 ·83 27 ·78 63 ·89 
22·60 55.60 51'59 60 ·00 
34·61 3H6 38 -46 39'74 
45·94 43 '37 41'76 44'59 
37 ·37 49·58 40·61 57 ·37 
40'00 63-lS 70·59 60'OD 
23-85 bl'35 58'16 64'22 
24·19 50·32 45'00 56·45 

---------------------------------------~----------------------

The table 2.2 presents an interesting account of 
literacy and work participation rates. Village Namjala 
with 59.09 per cent littOrates is at the top place follow
ed by Darkot (55.61) and Suring (47.61) while in 
remaining six viliages the variation in literacy rate 
ranges between 1.71 to 10.40 per cent points. Village 
Daranti has the lowest (35.75 per cent) proportion 
of literates. The sex wise analysis of literacy rates 
indicates very surprisjng results; while males in Sainer 
village are at the top position (69.44 per cent) their 
counterpart females are at the lowest (19.44 per cent) 
rung. However, the largest proportion of literate 
females are in village Darkot (4S .94). Thus village 
Namjala which was at the leading place in the matter 
of overall literacy appears nowhere in sexwise analysis. 
The analysis of work participation rate in respect of 
these village indicate that largest proportion of workers 
are in village Namjala (68.18 per cent) and Jellst in 
village Doomar Malia (39.16). 

Fcilowing the same IIcnd the work participation 
[ill.: ill respect of males is also highest (70.59 per 
(.;nl) for vii!ag~ NRmjala but so far as female parti
C;p~l\j(ln rale i~; com:crned village Daranti (64,22) is 
in a leading posililm followed by village Sainer 
(63.89). The fc:llalc work participation rate is, 
however, least for village J Doomar Tal1a I (34.48). 
There is a variation of 42.81 per cent points in male 
participation rate cf these ninc villages as against only 
29.41 per cent points in case of females. A com
pa rison between literacy rates of the selected villages 
with their respective work participation rates indicates 
no relationship at all. 

Comparative position in respect of literacy and work 

partictpatioll rate for the village is presented in table 

2.3. The figures presented in this table are based on 
1981 census and 1986 survey. 

Table 2'3 

Literacy and work participation I'ate in village Darkot ac~ording to thr 1981 census and 1936 survey 
.... ____ ..... ___ ._. ___ ' ___ """...,.....-'";'r~~-~_.:"'".""':l:'I,~_'""':I'!"'. 'F' .. _ .~~" ____ ,, 

Name of village Litel'8cy raj e WOrle partici,ation rate 

-----.--------------------
Darko! (1981 census) 

Darko! (Restudy 1986) 

,-----_,.._,----~ 
P ~1 F 

~---,---

2 

55-61 
57 ·58 

4 

45 ·94 
46,70 

r--~--~-----~-, 
P M F ,_------_ ... 

6 

41'76 

51·93 

7 

44'59 

28'j9 _---- --,_.'-------_. "---''''--_", -.- -.--.--.. -- -.-- "''''''---'- ----_. __ ._._-_ 



The table 2.3 indicates that the literacy rate has 

Increased slightly from 55.61 per cent observed in 
1981 to 57.58 in 1986 survey. The rising trend has 
been observed for both the sexes. On the other hand 
the over all work participation rate has declined by 

3.98 per cent points during the same period. The sex 

wise analysis of work participation rate indicates that 

only females are accountable for the low rate as there 
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Is a sharp decline of 16.40 per cent points in their 
case. 

In order to undertand the state of position prevail
ing in village Darkot it is worthwhile to look into the 
data collected on these aspects during the present 
survey. The caste/community wise population and 
number of households, as recorded during the two 
surveys of 1961 and 1986 in respect of village Darkot 
is presented in table 2.4. 

Table 2'4 

CaslelCommunity wise distributilJn of households and population in village Darkot during 1961 and 1986 

.-------------.--~-~------ .----------------
Name of caste/community 1961 1986 

r----~~------_. r ~---------. 
No. of P~rsons Males F~mlles No. of PerS)IlS Males Females 

households households 

2 4 5 6 7 8 9 ---
BhOtiya(ST) 83 454 

Shilpkar (SC) 15 71 

Kshatriya 4 11 

Brahmin 7 

--~-----------
Total 103 543 

---------------------

It would appear from the above table that during 
the period 1961-1986 population of village Darkot 
has declined sharply from 543 to 429, thereby regi~
tering a decline of 21 per cent. Accordingly total 
number of households has gone down from 103 to 
87. This marked decline in village popuiation has 
resulted mainly due to the out-migration of Bhotiyas. 
The only Brahmin household with 7 persons, found 
during the survey of 1961, has since out migrated. 
During 1961 Bhotiya households constituted 80.58 
per cent of the total l~ouseholds of the village, while 
their proportion has gone down to 63.22 per cent 
during 1986. On the other hand the numoer of 
Shilpkar households has increased from 15 (14.56 
percent) to 28 (32.18 per cent). During the period 
1961-1986 another remarkable demographic feature 
noticed is considerable risc in sex-ratio. While in 
1961 there were 822 females per 1000 males, in 1986 
their proportion has increased to 1124. The improve
ment in sex ratio may be due to the out-migration of 
adult males for s_eeking job elsewhere following ban 

on border trade after Sino-Indian war. 

242 212 55 270 124 146 

44 27 28 134 64 70 

5 6 4 25 14 11 

6 

---------------
297 246 87 429 202 227 

~-- -----_._----------

In fact tlie mture of occupation of Bhotiyas and 
the clim8tic conditions were such that they had to 
migrate seasonally for the smooth running of their 
profession. The seasonal migration was warranted for 
the procurement of raw material from Tibet and sale 
of pasum, salt, borax and medicinal herbs etc. 

The declining trend of the Bhotiya population and 
considerable increase in sex-ratio in the village may 
thus be viewed in the light of stoppage of trade with 
western Tibet. Prior to 1962 when the trade with 
Tibet was open, the Bhotiyas of village Darkot used 
to migrate to Milam alongwith their families during 
the last week of April. From there onward while the 
men used to proceed for carrying on trade in Tibet, 
their families stayed back at Milam. At Milam the 
Bhotlya womCll used to engage themselves in prepa
ration of woollen goods and also carrying on some 
cultivation with the help of their Shilpkar servants. 

Sex ratio 

The previous survey of village Darkot in 1961 had 
recorded a sex ratio of 822 females per 1000 males 
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There was considerable improvement ia the sex ratio" 

for the villuge during the period 1961-86. It may be 
due to impact of ban on border trade with Tibet, 
which compelled adult males to go out of the village, 

which shows predominance of maks but the position 
is now (19R6 !;UfVCY) reverse as there are 1124, 
females for lOOO males. A comparison of the 1981 
cenSliS U:lta indicates that in village Darko! it was 
1306 as against 962 for the rural ar(:,1S of whsil, 1034 
for the r;ral areas of district and 893 of the state. for seeking job elsewhere. 

Tabk2'S: 

Distribution of population clas~i6ed age and sex 

--------------_ .. ------------------._---_ .. _-----
1961 survey 1986 SlIi'VCY 

,-___ ...... JL. ___ -, 
r------''--~ 

Persons Males Femlles P~rsons Males Females 

0-4 
5-9 

10-14. 

15-19. 

20-24. 

25-29 
30-34. 
35-44 . 
4S-S4. 
55 & above . 

73 
69 

70 

52 

47 

35 
32 
77 
36 

52 

39 34 
39 3G 

42 2g 

30 22 
2S 22 

17 1& 
16 16 
41 36 
19 17 

29 23 

-------~---
5 6 7 

45 20 25 
60 23 32 
45 24 21 
44 20 24 
34 1l 23 
25 9 16 
15 7 
47 22 25 
&2 21 21 
72 39 33 

-~-------------- --
All ages 543 297 246 429 202 227 

,----------,---- , ......... _---_---- --...__---------
The distribution of population by age-groups and 

sex based on the study conducted in 1961 and re-study 
in 1986 is given in the table 2.5. It is evident there
from that both in 1961 and 1986 the age-group 0-14 
has the largest number of persons in the village which 
is indicative of youthfulness of population. The per
centage of male population in 1961 was 40.40 which 
has declined to 35.64 in 1986 and the percentage of 
female population in this age-group has declined from 
37.40 to 34.36. The age-group 15-:49 in the l1ext 
age-group which accounts for 24.68 per cent of the 
population in the village at the survey of 1961 and 
24.01 per cent at 1986 survey. In the next higher 
age-group 30-54 the percentage of population has 
declined from' 26.70 in 1961 to 24.24 in 1986. The 
proportion of the aged 55 and above population in the 
village has tisen by 7.20 per cent. It was 9.58 per 
cent during 1961 as against 16.78 per cent in 1986. 

Education 

A comparative study of the data. collected at the 
1961 and 1986 surveys reveals that during the span 
of 25 years tbere has been remarkable progress on 

educational front. As a matter of fact durillg this 
period the percentage of literates for the general 
population (including 0--4 age-group) has gone up 
from 51.38 to 57.58. In case of males it has increased 
from 66.66 per cent to 69.80 per cent whereas in res· 
pect of females it has improved from 32.93 per cent 
to 46.69. 

At the village level Bhotiyas are the most progres
sive ethnic group in the field of education. The 1986 
survey data reveals that Bhotiyas with 68.80 per cent 
literacy are far ahead of the Kashtriya (44.00 per 
cent) and the Shilpkar (36.56 pcr cent). The percent
age literates particularly among Bhotiya males is very 
high (83.06) as compared to the corresponding rates 
for the males among the Kshatriya (52.14) and Shilp
kar (46.87). The Bhotiya females aJso do not lag 
behind in this respect. Percentage of literacy (56.84) 
for the Bhotiya females was distinctly higher when 
compared with Kshatriya women 27.27 and Shilpkar 
women 27.14). 

Table 2.6 shows caste/community wise position of 
achievement of different levels of literacy ir. village 
Darkot based on 1986 survey. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY AGE & SEX 
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Village middle school building m Darkot 



Primary heqlth and family planning centre at Munsiari 

A view of hospital buqd!ng for the women at Munsiari 
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Education has become quite popular in the village. 
Approximately fifty-two per cent of both the sexes 
reported to have attained the formal literacy without 
any educational level. Out of 141 male literates, 27 
(19.15 per cent) had attained their education upto 
primary level whereas there were 21.70 per cent 
females who were educated upto primary level. Out 
of 141 literate males 26 (18.44 per cent) were 
middle, 7 (6.60 per cent) matrie, 3 (2.83 per cent) 
higher secondary/intermediate and 3 (2.13 per cent) 
were graduate other than t.echnical degree. Out of 
106 literate females, there were 17 (16.04 per cent) 
middle, 7 (6.60 per cent) matde, 3 (2.83 per cent) 
higher secondary or intermediate and 1 (0.94 per 
cent) grad~ate other than technical degree. 

A comparative look at the literacy data provided 
by the carlier survey shows that out of 543 persons 
in the village 279 (51.3 8 per cent) were literates. 
Of these 198 were males and 81 females. Among 
the literates 133 (47.67 per cent) were without educa
tionallevel, 131 (46.95 per cent) had attained primary 
or basic level, 11 (3.94 per cent) were matdc or 
high school and 4 (1.43 per cent) had achieved educa
tion upto intermediate level. Out of 81 female lite
rates 51 were without any educational level, 28 with 
primary or basic level while 2 had attained education 
upto high school, It may be seen from the foregoing 
account that while during 1961 none could cross 
the intermediate level during 1986, 4 persons (3 males 
and 1 female) had attained the graduation level. 

Agc-group-wise distribution of literates (Table 2.6) 
indicates that 35.46 per cent of the literate males 
were reported in the age-group of 5-14 whereas cor
responding percentage for females in the same age
group was 42.45, 

Age-group-wise analysis of literacy rate indicates 
that highest percentage for both males and females 
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bad, however, been reported in the age-group 15-59\ 
Only 3 females were educated in the age-group 60 
or above as against 22 males ill this age-group. It 
is evident from the foregoing account that the villagers 
in Darkot are very much conscious about their educa
tion and have shown fairly good progress in this 
respect during the last two decades. 

The classification of population by age, sex and 
literacy has been presented in the table No. 2.7. It 

reveals that there were 141 male and 106 female 
literates in the village. Th\! proportion of literates 
without any formal education is very high in the age
group 5-9 followed by the age-group 10-14 for both 
the sexes. In the middle age-groups i.e. 15-34 this 
proportion goes down. But in the higher age-groups 
(35-49 and 50+) once again it increases. The 
phenomenon is probably due to the lack of formal 
educational facilities in the past. Most of the persons 
in the middle age-groups do have some formal educa
tion. However, among literates the percentage of 
education level higher secondary and above is very 
low. The importance of technical and higher educa
tion has not yet gained momentum perhaps due to 
non-availability of institutions. 

Only a partial comparison of age-group-wise literacy 
percentage for the two surveys can be made. The 1986 
survey data show a higher growth (35.46% for 
males, 42.45% for females) when corr,pared with the 
1961 (28,79% for males and 34.57% for females) in 
0-14 age-group. Amazingly for the age-group 15-34 
the proportion of literates at the present survey has 
turned out to be lower for both the sexes when com
pared to those of 1961. Further age-group-wise 
analysis is not possible since the information of aie-
groups is different at the two surveys. 
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The table 2.8 indicates tbat in the age-group 5-9 
there were 60 children (28 males and 32 females). 
Out of 28 boys only 24 were attending the school 
while out of 32 girls 26 were registered in tbe school. 
However, all the male children in the age-group 10-14 
were attending the school. Similarly all but two female 
children in the same age-group were getting education 
in the school. Interestingly all the children in the 
age-group 0-14 who were not attending the school 
were dependent. Number of children included in the 
school-going age, does not include children upto 4 
years. In village Darkot there is a middle school and 
parents are taking advantage of the education facility 
available in the village. 

Households defaulting ill enrolling school goinR 
children 

There are S4 households in the village who have 

children of school going age (5-14). Of them 27.78 
per cent have only male children, 33.33 per cent only 
female children while 38.89 per cent have both male 
and female children. There are twelve households 
having children of school-going age who have failed 
to enroll them for schooling. However, the number 
of households having only female children of school 

. going age 'and failing to enroll them is slightly higher 
than those households who have only male children 
of school-going age and failing to send them to school. 
The maximu,m number of households (4) defaulting 
in this respect are those who have both male and 
female children of school-going age and failing to 
send only female children. Details about number of 
households defaulting in enrolling the children for 
schooling is presented in table 2.9. 
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Caste-wise analysis of the information indicates that 

maximum proportion (66.67 per cent) of defaulter 

households are from Shilpkar community. As a matter 

of fact, Shilpkar are the scheduled caste whose main 

job is to serve persons of other community. Hence, 

it appears, instead of sending their children for 

schooling, they prefer to engage them to some menial 

economic activity. 

Reasons tor 110t sending children to school 

In order to find out reasons for not sending their 

children to school an inquiry was made in this res

pect from the defaulting households. It is interestin~ 

to note that out of 12 defaulting households as ruany 

as 10 have stated poverty as the reason of not send

ing their children to school. Analysis of lhis aspect 

by occupation of the head of the household indicates 

that majority of defulting (41.67 per cent) households 

are cultivators. by occupation. Detalls of nOll-enrol

ment of children by the occupation of the head of 

the household is presented in table 2.10. 

Marital status 

Distribution of popuialioll Jassificd by ago:), sex 

and marital status is given in table 2.11. 

It may be seen from table 2.11 that in the age-group 

0-14 there is no married person. It is evid':nt there 

from that child marriage is not prevalent in the vil
·lage. Further, it may also be seen that the propor

{ion of never married persons in the next two age 

groups i.e. 15- j 9 and 20-24 is slightly higher in case 

of males than the femaks. For cxan1pk, one fourth 

of the total never maried persons are found in these 

two age groups whereas, in case o~' f cma_les this is 

22 % . Apart from this, about 5 % of the total never 

married males are found in the remaining age-groups 

while none of the females are reported as never mar

ried after 25 years age. As regards the variations in 

the proportion of married persons it is further seen that 

one percent of thc total married males and about 7 % 
total married femaks were in the age-group 15-19. 

This proportion increased gradually in case of males 

in the sllccessive age-groups i,e, from 20 to 69 where, 

as in case of females it declined from 17 % in the 

age-group 20-24 to 14% in the next age-group 25-29 

and to less than 7% in the age group 30·34. In the 

next age group 35-44 it w~s substantially higher 

(about 24%) and reduced gradually in the next two 

age-groups and was found less than 2 % in case of 

females nged 70 years and nbove. Further, varia

tions in case of widowed category as revealed from 

the given table indicate that three-fourths of the 

widowed males were aged 55 and above and re

maining one-fourth were enumerated in the age-group 
35-44. In case of females, half of the widows were 

found in the age-group 55-69 and about 23% were 

aged 70 years and above. Out of the remaining little 

less than 5 % were enumerated in the younger age

group (25-29) and rest were in the age-group 45-54. 

These variations in the proportions of married as well 
as widowed person5 could partly' be due to small 
cell frequencies and also due to bias in ~he lIge re

porting besides other factors viz. mortality and mig
ration. 

It is iterestin~ to note that there is none separated 

or divorced person in the village. It may also be 
seen that in age-group of 15-44 only one female is 

wid,owed which indicates that widow remarriage is 

prevalent in the village. 

.A comparative analysis of 1961 and 1986 survey 

data on marital status reveals that percentage of never 

married has remained same whereas the percentage 

of widowed has declined by 2.77 per cent points. It 
indicates towards better health care and longevity of 

life. However, the percentage of widower has declin

ed sharply during the span of 20 years as against 

females. The decline in the proportion of never mar
ried in age-group 10-14 and rise in 15-19 is indica

tive of increase in a~e at marriage, although the risc 

is only marginal. 

Population control measures, attitude alld practices 

The message of family planning has reached the 

village Darkot. It is evident from the fact that most 
of the villagers were aware of family planning pro

gramme~ and realised the importance of having a 
small family. 
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Their awareness of family planning measures as munity of the informant is shown in the table 2.12. 
related to education, religion and caste/tribe com-

Table H2 

Knowledge about family planning measures as related to education, and caste/tribe/community of informant 

ClSteilribc of informant Edu~tionl1 statu~ 

2 
__ e. _____ ~_~. ________ ~_ ----~~--.. ~-~--. 

Bholiya (ST) 

SlIilpkul' (SC) 

Kesllatriya 

TOTAL 

Illiterate 
Literate upto matric 
Matrie & above 

Illiterate 
Utcrale u~ to matric 
Matric & above 

Illiterate 
Literate up to matric 
Matrie & above 

~---'------

Total Possibility Number aware of family planning 
No. of of pre- measures 

households Yention r-
of birth Nirodh Cop. T Loop Sterili-

zation 
-------~-~---------

4 5 6 7 
-------~---~~-.. ---- .. -

__ e ____ 

8 5 1 4 3 
34 25 22 3 6 12 
13 5 4 2 2 

19 6 2 4 
9 4 2 2 

3 

~-----~--

87 45 33 7 13 26 
51 en 37 93 8'05 14'94 29·89 ___ ~T_~~ ____ . __ ~-_---- ___ -_____ -----." ____________ ~ __ . _______ -~ ____ ~. ___ .~ __ 

It may be sl:~n from the above table that out of 
tolal 87 households in the village 45 (51.72 per cent) 
were aware of preventing births by adopting family 
planning measures. Amon~ the Bhotiyas out of 
55 households, 35 showed their awareness in this re· 
gard. In this community 29 households were having 
knowledge of using Nirodh, 6 copper T, 12 for loop 
while 20 households were also found to be aware of 
sterilization. It is also seen from the table that most 
of the households who were understanding the impor
lance of family planning measur~s were educated upto 
matrie. 

Ollt of 28 Shilpkar household~ only 10 households 
were aware of the importance of family plannipg. 

Four households of this caste were conversant with 
the use of nirodh, one with copper T, one with loop 
while 6 households were found to be aware of the 
sterilization method. It is interesting to observe that 
most of the Shilpkars who were aware of the family 
plal1~ing measures were illiterate. There were only 
4 households of Kshatriya caste in the village and all 
of them were completely ignorant about various family 
planning measures. 

During the survey it was found that only 32 per
sons were the users of different methods of birth con
tro!. The table 2.13 shows the family plallnin~ 
measures adopted by religion, caste/tribe/community 
age and sex. 

Table 2 13 

Pnlcticc of family planning measures by caste/tribe community, 'age and seX 

Casto/tribe/cummunity Ag~-group Number of ~;I;-ad~Pti~lg_e_-N~l~bc;'- ~f- f~~lalc - ad~[Jt;~-' 
-, I ---A.._~~----, 

Nirodh Sterilization Copper T Sterilization 

2 3 4 5 6 --_·-------g-elowW- -------- ------ _____ e __ • ___ ... 

Sllilpkar (SCj 

20-29 
30-39 
41}-49 
50+ 
Below 20 
20--29 
30-39 
41}-49 
50t 
Below 20 
20-29 
30-39 
40--49 
50t 

TOTAL 

1 
6 
4 

3 
2 

16 

1 
2 
2 
6 

2 
1 

14 
_,. --- - --.- -------.~,-- _--~--"- - ._,,"--- --~.......,_,_ 



Out of 32 users of family planning devices male 
adoptees wcn.~ 30 whilc female were only two. Among 
30 male lIsers, 16 were lIsing nirodh and 14 had got 
themselves sterilized. Among sterilized males 11 are 
Bhotiyas and 3 Shilpkars. Out of the 2 females rc
ported to be the users of family planning methods, 
one is an adoptcc of copper T while the other is 
sterilized. However, no woman belonging to Shilp
kar caste was using any measure of birth control. An 
inquiry regarding after-effects of the use of various 
family planning methods or going for stcrilizatton 
shows that none had reported any problem. All the 

33 

persons who were cit her sterilized or using any other 
family planJlin~ mcasure wc:re found inclined to con
tinue these methods a~ they were by and large cOllvinc
ed with the advantages of a small family norm, 

Socio-cultural values, economic conditions aQ.d ex
tent of literacy in a community are some of the main 
factors for determining the desirability of having num
ber of children of a particular sex. In conformity 
with the prevalent preference for the male child in 
north India, the villagers of Darkot were in no way 
found deviating from this dogma. 

Table 2,14 

Desirable number of sons and daughters as reported by married persons classi6ed by caste/tribe/community and education 

caste/tribe/community Educational level/status Total No. Number reporting desirable 
member to be 

Son-2 50n-3 
~., 

Daughter-l Daughter-2 _, -- - ---_ --._._. ----- - -_---- --_._-- -_" . __ . -_---_-_. .~-.-------.---~-. 
Hindu Bhotiya (ST) Tlliterate 8 7 1 

Literate below matric 34 30 4 
Malrie & abeve 13 13 

Shilpker (Sel flliterale 19 15 4 
Literate belolV matric 9 8 1 
Matric & above 

Kshatriya Illiterate 3 
Literate below matric 
Matrie & abeve 

TOTAL 87 77 10 _________ ,...... _____ ._-n_ 
Note: None of the illformants desired having no Or only one or any number of issues. 

From the table 2.14 it is eviqent that out of 55 
Bhotiya informants, SO have desired to have 2 sons 
and 1 daughter and of these SO informants 7 are illiter
ate, 30 literate below matric level and 13 were liter
ate upto matric and above. Out of 34 informants edu
cated below matric level 30 had desired for 2 sons 
and I daughter and 4 for 3 sons and 2 daughters. 
Informants who were educated upto matric or above 
standard did not like to have more than 2 sons and 
1 daughter. Only one informant of Bhotiya com
munity who was illiterate wanted to have 3 sons and 
2 cfau~hters. 

Among the Shilpkars, out of 28 informants 23 
desired to have 2 sons and 1 daughter while 5 pre
ferred to have 3 sons and 2 daughters. Out of 28 
informants of this community 19 were illiterate, of 
them 15 wanted to have 2 sons and 1 daughter, ,vhere
as 4 informants wished to have 3 sons and 2 
daughters. Among the Kshatriyas all the 4 informants 
irrespective of their educational level wanted to have 
2 sons and 1 daughter. 

Disease and treatment 

The houses, particularly of the Bhotiyas, are kept 
neat and clean. Garbage and cowdung arc dumped 
in the fields at some distant place. Being hill area 
there is no problem of water-logging. There are 
two diggis (tanks) for taking bath and washing 
clothes for the women folks. Men go to a nearby 
dhar (spring) for bathing and washing. Fifteen 
Bhotiya families were having flush latrines. Rest of 
the villagers still go to the jungle for the call of the 
nature. At the 1961 survey it was observed that 
although Bhotiyas kept ,their house quite neat and 
clean but the area inhabited by the Shilpkars was 
dirty and had foul-:,mell. During the present survey 
it was found that the size of the house in case of 
Shilpkars was smaller but they kept their cattle in
variably in the ~round fioor. On the other hand most 
of the Bhotiyas had separate cattle sheds. Main find
ings of the present survey is that Shilpkars were by 
ami large conscious about keeping their houses, 
cattle sheds and surroundings clean. 
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Migration 

The marked decline in the village population has 
apparantly resulted due to out -migration of the 
Bhotiya population. To ascertain whether this trend 
of decline in the population of the Bhotiyas is a re
gional phenomenon, an analysis of the statistical data 
provided by the 1961, 1971 and 1981 censuses has 

I been done. It reveals that the Bhotiya population 
has, by and large, remained within the district but it 
lends to migrate to the urban or comparatively deve
loped centres of the district. This state of position 
is corroborated by the fact that at the tahsil or dis
trict level there has not been any decline in the sche
duled tribe popUlation during the decade 1971-81. 
In tahsil Munsiari total number of scheduled tribes 
has gone up from 6,529 to 7,192 and in the district 
Pithora~arh from 15,347 to 17,337 during the decade. 
The decade growth rate of 12.96 for th~ scheduled 
tribe population at the district level is, however, less 
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as compared with the growth rate (17.85) for the 
total population. 

Munsiari is the only tahsil in district Pithroragarh 
which is not still having urban area. However, its 
headquarters are comparatively developed. 

Out of 87 households netted during the survey, the 
head of 12 households were born outside the village. 
The maximum number (9) of heads of households 
who were born out side the village had migrated from 
rural areas of Munsiari tahsil while one each had 
reported to have born in Almora and Garhwal dis
tricts. The only head of the household who was 
born outside the country was reported to be from 
Tibet. The family size of majority of migrant house
holds (7) was 2-5 members. Details about migration 
status of the head of the household by place of birth 
alongwith number of members in their family is pre
sented in table 2.15. 

Table 2·15 

Distributions of households classified by number of members and migrations status and place ofbirtb of bead of house bold 

_--_-
Migraion stattus alld place of birth of head of household 

A. Non migrant (Born in the village) 

B. Migrant 

I. Born out side the village in the same tahsil 

(a) Rural. 

(b) Urban. 

II. Born with in the same district 
Tahsill 
(a) Rural. 
(b) Urban 

Tahsil II 
(a) Rural. 
(b) Urban 

Ill. Born jn other district of the state 
District I Garhwal 
(a) Rural. 
(b) Urban 
District II Almora 
(a) Rural, 

(b) Urban 

14. Born in the othr state 
State I 
State II 

V. Others including unspecified • 
VI. Born in other country Tibet. 

Number of households having member 
-, 

Single 2-5 6-10 11 and above 

2 4 5 

---
2 44 27 2 

7 

-----.-----------~----------~ 

TOTAL 3 54 28 2 

Total 

6 

75 

9 

87 

---- .-~-----------------.---.-----------.- .. --... --_...., 

7~657 RGI/88 



The composition of members of families of mig
rant households indicates very interesting picture. Out 
of 7 heads of hous~holds born in. rural areas of the 
same tahsil, the family composition in case of 4 
was adult female and minor male and female while 
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the only migrated head of household born outside the 

country had the family constitution 01: adult male and 
female only. Details of this aspect are presented in 
table 2.16. 

Table 2·16 

Distribution of households classified by migration status and place of birth of head of the household and composition of sex, age status 
by members (Minor up to age of 14, Adult up to 15 years and above) 

------~---------

Migration st;ltu, and place of birth of head Number of house holds where composition by sex and age of member Total Remarks 
of household ,----~----~ -~______..A.,,-------------1 

Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult 
Male and Male Male FernIe - Male and Female 
Female and Males Females minor and 
Minor Female only only Male minor 
Malel and Male and 
Female Female Female 

2 4 5 6 

A. Non-Migrant 53 15 2 

B. Migrant 
I. Birth out side the village in the same 

Tahsil 
RUral. 

Urban 

II. Born ill this the district but in other 
tahsil 

Rural. 

Urban 

IU. Other district of the state 
Garhwal Rural 

Urban 

Almora Rnral 

IV. Other state 

V. Unspecified 

Urban 

VI. Other country, Tibel 

2 2 

2 

4 

8 9 

75 

9 

- ----------.--=~ -------------_._----------------------------
TOTAL. 55 

SeasolJal migration 

With the commencement of winier in the lirst w_eek 
of October, Bhotiyas descend back to Darkot. After 
staying at the village for a couple of months, tlsually 

18 2 2 7 87 

in the third week of January, a majority of house
holds move to Bhainskhal, a village located in low 
elevation in Talla Johar. Those having larger flocks 
of sheep and goats move to Bhabar and rarai region 
in sear.ch of convenient pasture lands. 



CHAPTER III 

ECONOMY 

Economic resources available in the region play 
an important role in improving the economic condi
tion of the people. Natmal resources on the other 
hand provide necessary infrastructure for the d~ve

(opment of any villag·c industry. Rearing of ~leep 
and goats has been the traditional occupation in Dar
kat village which provide villager~ wool for their age 
old woollen household industry. 

Land lise pattern 

According to 1986 survey village Dm:kot has a 
total area of 98 hectares of which 13.8 is und'~r culti-

vation, ](i.1 is cultivable waste, 3.1 is homestead 
While forest area is 43.30 hectares which is mainly 
unsystematic wild growth. The land use data pro
vided by the 1961 survey are estimated, hence, not 
comparable with that of present survey. However, 
accordim: to 1961 slJIvey 18.21 hectares were under 
cultivation, 40,47 was unmeasured area, mostly 
under forest, and 2.22 hectares had been shown as 

homestead land, Land use pattern according to the 

1981 Censu~ in the 9 selected villages, includin,g 
Darkot, is given in table 3.1. 

Table 3' 1 

Pattern of land use in tbe selected villages, 1981 Census 
(Aren in Hectares) 

Land use 
Village Total r------__A.,--~--~-- -, 

Forest 

---_-- ..._---- ....... _-- -------------_,._ 
2 __ , ___ ..-_____ -_c ____ -._--.~ ____ 

D)mJr Tall1 43 ,61 

Saincr 159-45 

]alath 159,15 

Doomar Malla 36,42 

Darkot 98,34 

Suring 242-01 

Namjala 5,67· 

Dlranti to3·20 

Mopa1 Blra 17·02 
-~-~, ~.-~--~~~-~ - --_ .. ------- - . -~- ----.----.~---.- .. 

It may be seen from table 3.1 that except village 

Daranti, which has its 37.23 hectares of cultivated 

area irrigated, remaining villages are mainly rain 

fed. Villages Sainer, Suring and Namjala have no 
irrigated area. Among the villages which have some 

of the cultivated area irrigated the source of irriga

tion is water-channels from natural water springs, 
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Under Cultivation Cultjva-
r----__,.}.., ble 
Irrigated Unirrigated waste 

4 

4'36 16·19 

60·71 

12,25 60,71 

2-83 IHO 

~'71 32'38 

38,85 

4086 

37 ·23 44'52 

8,09 5,27 

including 
Gaucher 
and Groves 

14'97 

36042 

40·87 

12·55 

8,90 

184·54 

041 

7-69 

1·62 

Area 
not avai
lable for 
cultivation 

6 7 
,-,----~ 

5,26 2-83 

21,45 40'87 

17-40 27-92 

2043 1·2l 

4,05 43-30 

18·62 

0,40 

8,09 5-67 

2·02 0'02 
-~ .. ------ . --~~-. ~-.. -.- "'---_ 

\1/hile in case of village Daranti the source of irriga
tion is canal. rt is also worthwhile to note that a 
number of villages have very small area under forest. 
Two villages, namely Suring and Namjalcl, have no 
forest area whereas village Darko! has the largest area 
(43.30 hectares) under forest. However, as stated 
earlier, its forest area is mainly sparse vegetaJionnl 
growth. 



Work force through different censuses 

In order to understand tne economy of the village 
it will be worthwhile to have a look into the propor

tion of workers to total population and their cnga.ge

men! in various occupations. This will however, 
give an idea about their participation in economic 

activity. Table 3.2 gives sexwise proportion of work

ing population in village Darkot during the censuses 
of 1961, 1971 and 1981 and the distribution of 

work force in different industrial categories during 
the last three censuses has been eleborated in table 
3.3 
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Table 3.2 

Sexwise proportion of workers in village Darkot at the 1961, 

1971 and 1981 Census 

Year Population Workers 
r----~ r~~----~ 

Persons Male Female Person Male Female 

2 4 5 6 7 
-------
1961 431 215 216 236 101 135 

(54.76) (46.98) (62.50) 

1971 417 205 212 116 88 28 
(27.82) (42.93) (13 .21) 

1981 392 170 222 170 71 99 
(43.37) (41.76) (44.59) 

Table 3'3 

Distribution of work force in village Darkot in different industrial categories during the Censuses of 1961, 1971 and 1981 

------------------------~----------------------------------
Work force at different censuses 

Industrial category r----------------~---------------~ 
1961 1971 1981 

~------~---~ r----~-----, r----~~----~ 
Person Male Female Person Male Female Person Male Pema! 

--------------------~---------. ----------------~-----------
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

-------------------------------_._---------------- ----- - --
Cultivation 70 35 35 43 21 22 30 17 13 

Agricultural labour 01 1 
Household industry 124 24 100 15 15 87 16 71 
Others 42 42 58 52 6 52 38 14 

Marginal worker 21 7 14 

TOTAL WORKERS 236 101 135 116 88 28 170 71 99 

TOTAL POPULATION . 431 215 216 417 205 212 392 170 222 

Note: Others represent remaining industrial categories (III, IV, V(b), VI, VII, and VIII). 

Analysis of working population indicate5 that there 
has been a sharp decline in the percentage of workeJ's 
fraID 54.76 in 1961 to 27.82 in 1971. Th~n again 
ill 1981 it has increased to 43.37 per cent. Such an 
erratic change reflected by the data is mainly due to 
changes in the concept of workers and reference 
period adopted at various censuses. At the 1971 
Census with the introduction of concept of main acti
vity, a number of marginal workers enumerated at 
the 1961 Census were eliminated. With the result 
there was a sharp reduction in the proportion of 
workers at the 1971 Census. Specially in case of 
females the introduction of main activity concept re
sulted into h~avy reduction in their number as 
workers. During the 1961 Censlls out of 236 
workers 101 (42.80 per cent) were males and 135 
(57.20 per cent) females while at the 1971 Census 
the position was altogether different sillce the PLOlJOf
(ion of male work~rs went up to 75.86 per cent and 
that of females reduced drastically to 24.14 per cent. 

However, with the adoption of trichotomous approach 
later at the 1981 Census i.e. division of total popula
tion into main workers, marginal workers and non
workers brouht some scope of comparability in the 
data. Hence the proportion of workers for males 
(41.76 per cent) and females (58.24 per cenl) be
came quite closer to the 1961 Census results. Apart 
from conceptual changes ban on border trade follow
ing 1962 Sino-Indian war was also responsible to a 
considerable extent for decline in the proportion of 
workers. In fact B}lOtiyas were mainly thriving on 
border trade with western Tibet. While m~nfolk 

Ilsed to go out 0[1 trade expenditions thei( womenfolk 
used to engage themselves in weaving woollen carpets 
and sha}Yls etc. 1)le raw wool for their household 
woollen industry was then procur~d from Tibet. The 
suddent faU in the number of WOlk force ma.v be 
attributed to these factors also. This state of affairs 
is reflected by the 1961 Census data. An examina, 
lion of this aspect would be worthwhile to know th~ 



SEX WISE PROPORTION OF WORKERS 
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gravity of these factors. It may be seen from table 
3.3 that at the 1961 Census 124 persons (52,54 per 
cent) were engaged in woollen household industry, 
of these 24 were males and 100 females. Aft-~r two 
decades i.e., in 1981 their number reduced to 87 
(16 males and 71 females), Howcwr, at the 1971 
Census only 15 males were found workill~ for 
the household industry. 

A complete absence of women from the woollen 
household industry at the 1971 Census is intriguing, 
The probable reason can be that during 1971 Census 
20 persons (15 males and 5 females) were recorded 
as engaged in 'manufacturing-other than household 
industry' (figures ciubocd with others category in 
table 3.3) while at the 1961 Census participation 
under this category was nil. Similarly in agricultural 
persuits also there has been constant declining trend 
during the censuses of 1961, 1971 and 1981. A1 the 
1961 Census 70 persons were recorded as cultiv,al.ors 
which reduced 10 43 in 1971 and this number further 
reduced to 30 in 1981. In 1981 there was only one 
agricultural labour while in previous two censuses 
none was enumerated under this category. 

Due to the climatic conditions Bhotiyas used to 
descend back to Darkot in the first week of October 
with the commencement of winter. After staying at 
Darkot for a couple of months, usually up to third 
week of January, majority of the households used to 
move to Bhainskhal, a village located in low eleva
tion in Talla J ohar. Those having larger flocks of 
sheep and goats used to move to Bhabar and T arai 
region in search of convenient pasture lands, At this 
time th~ purchased items like doth, gur. barley, 
rice, spi~s, cooking utensils and items of hardware 
from the mandis of T anakpur, Ramnagar, Haldwani 
and at times even from bigger ~itics of northern India 
like Lucknow and Kanpur etc. In fact these i!fms 
were in great demand in the mark-ets of Tibet. They 
bartered items like Pasa/II (raw wool), salt, .\ob~ga 
(borax), medicinal herbs, chawargai (yak) tail and 
Tebctan animals like mule, pony and goats, The salt 
brought by the Bhotiyas was natural produce from 
the lakes of Tibet and had a great demand in 
KUmaon region, Items for trade were carrieQ on 
the back of goats, ponies and mules, Thus in the 
olden days the Bhotiyas had a monopoly in tra,de, 
After stoppage of trade with Tibet, seasonal mi)U'a
tions and intincrant mode of life of the Bhotivas 
have almost come to an end. Now-a-days only a 
few households from Darkot go to Milum where thev 
grow potatoes, mustard and some sturdy and coarse 
varieties of millets like phapar, paW, uwa etc, 
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The table 3.4 pn:!sents engagement of villagers in 
dilkrent economic pursuits as per 1986 survey, 

Table 3,4 

Sexllise breakup of person~ engaged in different occupations 
in village Darkot 

Name of occupation Number of Persons 
,-----"-----, 
P M F 

2 4 
.-_--------_- --------_------

L Weaver (woollen handicrafts) 96 37 59 
2, Cultivators 22 20 2 

3. Rajgir (Mason) 7 7 

4. Sllopkccper 4 4 

5, Loader 

6. Carpenter 5 5 

7. Tailer 6 6 

8, Driver 2 2 
9. Beldar (Earth worker) 

[0. Agricultural Labour 2 

I L Rearing of animals 11 10 

12, General Labour 5 5 
13. Peon 1 

14. Lineman (T elep hone) 1 1 

15, Teaching 1 
- --""""___'--'_ ~----- ...---.------------

Total 

Total of Non-workers 

Total Population 

169 105 64 

260 97 163 

429 202 227 

According to the 1986 survey out of the total 
population of 429 in Darkot, 169 (39.39 per cent) 
were workers and 260 (60,61 per cent) non-workers. 
Of the total 169 workers, 105 were males and 64 
females, The table 3.4 shows that the largest num· 
bel' of workcr~, 96 persons (56,80 per cent) are 
engaged in w~olJcn handicrafts, of these 37 were 
males and 59 females, It is followed by cultivation 22 
(13.02 per cent) rearing of animals 1l (6,51 per 
cent), rajgir (Mason) 7 (4,14 per cent) and tailor
ing (1 (3.55 per cent). For the categories of loader, 
carpenter and general labour the number of workers 
engaged was 5 each, while 4 persons owned shops, 
Besides these there were 2 agricultural labourers, 2 
drivers and 1 each was working as beldaf, peon, 
Ii ncman and teacher. 

Thc scxwise data on occupation based on the 
1986 survey shows th.at 51.98 per cent among tbe 
males and only 28,19 per cent among females consti· 
tute the working force, A majority among males 
(35.24 pCI' C'~nt) are engaged in woollen hanqicrafts' 
h,lIowed by ~uJtivation (19.05) and rearing of ani
mals (9.52), Besiqes these, males are also engaged 



in a number of occupations related to territory sec
tor. A bulk of the female workers (92.18 per ce.nt), 
are still engaged in the traditional woollen hangi
crafts while the next predominant category in their 
case is cultivation which accounts for nearly 3.13 
per cent among them. Apart from this one woman 
was working as agricultural labourer and another 
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was engaged ill rearing of animals. It is also inter~t
jng to noJe that there was a wOl1J.an working as tea
cher while there is no male representation in this 
category. The Table 3.5 presents a comparaJiye 
picture of number of persons engaged in different 
occupations according to the surveys of 1961 and 
1986. 

Table 3·5 

Number of workers (by sex) in different occupations according to the surveys of 1961 and 1986 

Number of workers 
1961 Survey 

1986 Sur~ey----Percentage distrIbution of~ 
total workers 

O~cupation r-----~-----, r-~---, ,------~------, 
Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 1961 1986 

Survey Survey 

-------~---------------------------------------------------
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

-------~---------------------------------------------------
I. Cultivation. 19 12 7 22 20 2 6 ·42 13 '02 
2. Agricultural 2 l'rs 

Labour 

3. Woollen handicraft 175 29 146 96 37 59 59 ·12 56'80 
trade commerce 40 40 4 4 13 '52 2 '37 

5, Transport of Merchandise 17 17 2 2 5 ·74 1-18 
6, Tailoring 10 10 6 6 3-38 3 ·55 
7. Blacksmithy 1 1 0·34 
8. Government service 17 16 3 2 5 ·74 1'77 
9. Other services 17 15 2 5 5 5 '74 2-96 

10. Other Occupations 29 28 17']6 
-------------------------------------------------------------
TOTAL WORKERS 296 140 156 169 105 64 100 '00 100·00 
TOTAL POPULATION 543 297 246 429 202 227 
-----------------------------------------------------------

It would appear from tbe table 3.5 tbat during 
the period 1961-1986 tbe percentage of workers has 
declined from 54.51 to 39.39. During 1961 the work 
force comprised 47.30 per cent males and 52.70 per
cent females. The percentage of males in the work 
force has gone up to 62.13 in 1986. However, that 
of females declined to 37.87. As has been stated 
earlier, due to the ban on the border trade with 
Tibet there has been an adverse affect on the tradi
tional occupation of the Bhotiyas after 1962 Sino
Indian war. The number of workers in woollen 
handicrafts has declined from 175 in 1961 to 96 in 
1986. In trade and commerce too tbeir number has 
reduced from 40 to 4 and similarly in transport of 
merchandise the number went down from 17 to 2 
during the period 1961-86. The number of persons 
enagaged in cultivation has, however, increased from 
19 to 22 during this period. At the 1986 survey 
2 persons were found working as agricultural labou
rers while in 1961 there was no return under this 

category. Besides it, there were also a few occupa
tions like Rajgir, Carpenter, Beldar, Loader and 
rearing of animals in 1986 which were not reported 
in 1961. These occupations put together engaged 
29 persons in 1986 and are shown under 'other 
occupations' in the table 3.5. 

Occupational diversity 

The trade monopolised by Bhotiyas observed du
ring 1961 survey is being continued by the same 
community according to the present survey also. So 
no occupational diversity in the case of trade is seen 
among the Bhotiya community whereas in the wool
len handicraft Bhotiya community outnumbers other 
communities. In the previous survey of 1961, no 
shilpkar community was found engaged in woollen 
handicrafts but during the present survey 2 house
holds of Shilpker community have been found enga
ged in the woollen handicrafts. 
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Communilywise workers in different occupations 
has been givcn in Table 3.6, 

Table J ,(1 

Occupation of head uf the how;ehold accordill~ to casle}tribc 
community 

Occupatiun 

1. Weaver 

(woollen handicraft) 

2, Cultivator 

3. Rajgir (Mason) 

4. Shopkeeper 

5, Loader 

6, Carpenter 

7, Tailor 

8. Driver 

g. Beldar 

(Earth worker! 

10. Agricultural Labour 

J I. Rearing of Animals 

12, General Labour 

13. peon 

14, Lineman (Teicl)hone) 

15, Teaching 

16, Non-worker 

Total 

Name uf the community 
r- .-- .. - -- _.-.Jo- ------, 

Bhotiya Shilpkar Khatriya Total 
(ST) (SC) 

36 

7 

I 

I 

55 

4 

4 

2S 

4 

4 

38 

16 

4 

2 

! 

I 

I 

87 

It may be seen from the Table 3.6 that out of 
55 Bhotiya households in the village the occupation 
of the 36 (65.45 per cent) head of the households 
was weaving of woollen handicrafts. Woollen handi
crafts is also being pursued in 2 Shilpkar households 
while cultivation is followed by 7 Bhotiya. 4 Ksha
triya and 5 Shilpkar households. It is interesting to 
note that ccrtain occupations are being followed by 
the Bhotiyas only. For example 4 Bhotiyas are shop
keepers whik one each worked as driver, peon, Line
man (telephone) and tcacher and 2 are engaged in 
rca ring of animals. Besides this one Bhotiya was 
also working as tailor. On the other hand there are 
also certain occupations of mainly menial nature 
which were being followed by the Shilpkars only. 
These are, namely, rajgir, loader, carpenter, beldar 
and agricultural or other labour. Besides thes~ 

4 Shilpkars were also working as tailors. It may be 
seen from the foregoing account that Bhotiyas are 
comparatively enlightened and progressive commu
nity in village Darkot. As stated earlier, the Sino
Indian war of 1962 had necessitated construction of 

roads in the border region, which accelerated the pace 
of development in the, hill region, The developmen
tal activities have open~d job opportunities for them. 
Engagement of the Bholiyas in business and in a 
number of services is indicative of their being an 
adaptable shrewd, and enterprising community. 

Agriculture 

The total area of the village is 98 hectares, out of 
which 13.8 arc under cultivation and 65 under 
forest-mainly unsystematic and wild growth, while 
16.1 hectares are cultivable waste. Out of the total 
cultivable land, 6.73 hectares arc located in the 
up hill side from the inhabited area and the re
maining 7.06 are situated in the lower region towards 
th,~ valley of river (jori. 

The Table 3.7 shows distribution of land according 
to cask/tribe/community in village Darkot. 

Table 3.7 

Distribution of land according to caste/tribeicommunity in 
Village Oarkot 

Name of 
caste/tribe! 
cJ.nn'lllity 

I. Bhotiya (ST) 

2. Shilpkar(SC) 

3. Kshatriya 

Total 

- ---.--_-_--
Total Name of Area of 
number of households land 

hOllselnlds having (in hectare) 
land 

--_"-_ --- ~.-~-

2 3 4 

55 37 5 ,59456 

28 23 4.54587 
4 4 3.65000 

----------_ -----
87 64 l3.7g043 

The Table 3.7 shows that out of 87 total house
holds in the village, only 64 (73.56 per cent) have 
some cultivable land. Caste/communitywise ana
lysis of the position of land holdings shows that out 
of 55 Bhotiya households, 37 had some land and in 
ca~e of 2g Shilpkar households this number is 23, 
while all the 4 Kshatriya households owned land. 
In other words there arc 18 Bhotiya and 5 Shilpkar 
hous~holds in the village which do not possess any 
cultivable land, Out of total 13.79 hectares of culti
I'able land in the village 40.54 per cent is with the 
.Bhotiyas, 32,92 p~r cent with the Shilpkars and 
26.46 per cent with the Kshatriyas. Irrespective of 
this ~tatc of position cultivation was recorded as main 
occupation by 16 households only probably due to 
the fact that size of the land holdings with each 
household was very 5mall. The average land holding 
per hOllsehold comes to 0.22 hectares while commu
nitywise the Kshatriya hold top position (0.9 hec
tares) followed by Shilpkar (0.20) and Bhotiya 
(0.15). 
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Soil classification 

Broadly the soil in the village Darkot is of two 
types, Tali/on (irrigated) and Upraon (un-irrigated). 
Talaon is again of two types-sera and panchar. 
Sera is that soil where water supply is perennial, 
fields are properly levelled and hence it is alluvial and 
fertile. Fields situated on the uplands are not pro
perly levelled hence kss fertile. Besides the above
mentioned two types of soil there is also inferior 
terraced land cultivated intermittently known as ijran 
but if it is a natural sloping hilly area without any 
terraces, it is called katil or khil. This soil can further 
be divided in three categories viz. the red soil. the 
brown and padro!. The red soil is mainly found on 
slopes and ridges of the hills and i~ generally sandy. 
On the 5urfa,fe it is greyish but on moisturing it 
lurns into reddish colour. The brown soil is found 
ill forests and in nearby fields while the padrol soil 
is found in all the terraced land of this area. The 
texture of this soil is mostly clayey. 

IrrigatioH 

Except the. stream waler. there is 110 ether source 
of irrigation ava ilable in the village. This stream 
water is also llsed for drinking purpose by the villa
gers. Generally fields situated by the &ide or the 
~treams are only irrigated. 

Types of fields 

As is seen in the other villages of h ill regions, 
Darkot also has very little Iewlled ground. On ter
raced fields the best cullivaiion is done by keeping the 
fields continuously under the plough. The process 
of ll1<Jking terraces and its maintenance is a costly 
an·air. So such land can not be pn:pared for cultiva
tion in single working sca~on. Stones at the lower 
half of the field are built into a wall and at the- sam.: 
time an excavation is made in upper part till the 
whole plot becomes approximately levelled. Thus. 
accordin'Z to the formation of hill, all the Dlots arc 

" I 

carved out one above the other jU$t like a staircase. 
However, the stony type of soil and the small size 
of terraced fields can not make cultivation a profitable 
occupation. 

Methods of cultivation 

Before sowing of sc~ds the land is first of all 
ploughed once in Ihe C()l!r:;;~ of l:!11/rif Cf{)p~ (jlwnglll'a 

and mandlla and twice in the case of other crops. 
Land i~ carefully prepared for whc~t or bnrlcy the\): 
for the kharif crops. In the case of paddy, and some
times for wheat also. the clods arc broken up after 
each ploughing with a long handled malkl ,md the 
ground is smoothed over with a harrow before the 

Si,?cd is sown after mixing the manure. When the 
khar!! crop is two or three inches above the ground 
th.c toothed harrow, locally called datldayala, is ap
phed. They arc regularly weeded till they are grown 
up. The CHlP is cut with a ~ickle. Paddy is cut off 
clos·2 to th~ rOllt but in case of lIIandua and jhangura 
car~ arc ell! off at the first instance and then stalks 
are cut for fodder when dried up. Wheat and barley 
arc cut from the middle of the stalks. Paddy is 
usually sown in a nursery from which the saplings arc 
transplan:cd into the remaining irrigated land. For 
the cultivation of paddy, the plots are ploughed twice 
and then seed is broadcast and it i~ smoothed by tooth
less harrow. The wheat plots are prepared in the simi
lar way but they arc tilled seven to tcn times before 
the seed i~ sown. Except vegetable. maize and desi 
bhatt, all the crops arc sown by broadcasting method. 

Rotation of crops 

Usually two crops viz. The rub! and the kharif are 
grown. In rabi wheat, barley, masoor, mustard, rape· 
seed, spinach and cauliflower arc sown whereas ill the 
kharif paddy and varieties of millets like mandl/a. 
jhallgura and kalll1rii, maize, bhatt, rajma, soyabin 
and potato are sown. Paddy of various kinds such as 
r;yas, kakdiya, tau/ia, jirley and kfalara doti etc. are 
grown. Paddy is the most important erop of the village. 
Some vegetables are also grown in the fields in 
summer as raid crop and in some kitchen gardens 
throughout the year. Paddy is sown in May/June 
and harvested in September. It is followed by wheat 
which is sown in October and reaped in April. The 
mantiua is sown in May and reaped ill October and 
after which the land remains fallow tin next April. 
Thus the course of rotation generally followed is 
paddy, wheat, mandua again followed by paddy. 

A gl'iclI/tliral implements 

The agricultural implements used by the villagers 
arc locally prepared. According to the villagers the 
indigenous types of agricultural implements arc marc 
suitable for the cultivation in hilly terrain with ter
raced fields. The implements generally used are viz. 
hal. (plough), jlla (yoke). phawara (spade) dailyali 
(leveller) kutli (axe), ba,llla (large hoe) and daranti 
O[ hallsia t,sickle). Besides these some minor imple
ments like lulhul'U, swail, jYOlllrCI and maspllra etc. 
are also used. 

Stati,lic<L1 data provided by the present survey re
veals that out of 87 total househol(ls in lhe village 51 
nossessed plough, of these 26 were Bhotiyas, 21 Shilp· 
kars and 4 Kshatriyas. lila (yoke) was available with 
45 households of these 20 were Bhotiyas. Spade was 



1t\:aHable with (J2 households and sickle was PO,\~c~scd 
b~' 63 11Ouseholds, A comparative look reveals that 
out of 55 Bhollya household in the village 37 were 
owing land, out of 28 Shilpkars 23 had owned land 
while all of the 4 Kshatriya households in the village 
wcrc Q,wning land. The Kshatriyas appear to be 
comparatively in bettcr posjtioll as all of them posses
sed dil1crcnt varieties of agricultural jmplcm~nts. 

It may also be noted here that the bhatriyas arc 
mainly dependent on cultivation while the other COIll

munities of the village are pursuing other occupations 
as well. 

All these implements are locally made by the black
smiths in the neighbouring villages or the tahsil 
headquarters \1unsiari. For making the implements 
wood is easily available f{ce of co~t bUI iron has to 
be purchased, 

Manure 

The villilgers by and large, still lise compo~t manure 
for their crops, The ({}wdling, leaves and litter are 
stored up at a place. For preparing the cowdung 
manure, the cattle arc kept in cattle sheds. locally 
called ~olh or sometimes in the lower portion of the 
house. C Usually hay or leaves of the trees arc spread 
in the cattle shed to serve as beds and the litter mixed 
with the dung of the cattle is taken out daily eurly in 
the morning und stored up at the refuge dump. Some 

of the cultivators also burn the shrubs and grass in 
the fields as the ashes when mixed up in the soil: work 
:IS a l)lanurc. The manure is carried to the iieids by 
the women folk. The villagers are generally aware 
of the chemical f~rtiliz~rs. However, they prefer 
c(lwdung manure. It is believed that besides being 
costli.:r the chemical fertilizers arc not suitable for 
small land holdings. Nevertheless now-n-days, with the 
pursuation of VLW, $0111C of farmers have started 
lIsing chemical fertilizers although in small quantity. 

Pests {ll1ri (TOP diseases 

Paddy and wheal aye frequ;,;ntly attacked by a bug 
locally called guilt/hi., It is so named because it emits 
pungent smell. It sucks away the milky juice from 
the developing grains, A~ a result, the grains do not 
develop or arc sometimes destroyed. Wheat crop is 
affected by rusts and smuts locally known as kurmuia 
which ofkn cuts the roots of various crops, Another 
equally destructive insect is pettilig. The 1961 survey 
of this village had reported that 'no insecticides or 
pesticides were ordinarily u~ed in the villages'. How
ever, the present wrvey reveals that now usc of in
secticidcs and pesticides has become quite common in 
village Darkot. 

The table 3.8 gives the different variety of crops 
gmwn by the villagers and their quantity. 

Table HI 

Crop production classjfied caste/tribe! community 

-Ct~te;Tribe!Community TOlal Number 
--------.-,-~- .. ~-" ~~ ~~-.-~.-.--- ..... 

---- Crops cultivated (in Kg.) 

number of Hou>c- .----------.-------..... --- -----------------, 
of hold, Wheat Mustard Barlcy Paddy Vegetable Mandua Soya- ChHlie& Potato Rljma 
house
holds 

having 
agricul
tural 
land 

(Millet) beans 

2 4 
-_-._-'.- ---- ------~- ----.~-~--. 

--.- -----6- i 8 9 10 11 12 13 
------'._ - _. __ ,_ -,,------ _---

~~----~- .-.,.,..._~-----.--.. ---~".,~- -.--~, ~- ~ --- --- .. • _. ____ ' ___ 0-

Bhotiya (ST) 55 37 86 14 41 77 13 60 16 J50 5 
Production 

Shilpkar (SCI . 28 23 12~ II 90 86 17 JO 10 3 
Producllon 

Kshatria 4 4 IJ 75 10 2511 ))1) 50 
Production 
------ .----- ~-- - _-'-_._-'-

Note: All the crops pruduced arc used for own consumption. 

It may be sl:cn from Table 3.8 that out of 55 
Bhotiya household~ only 37 own land and arc culti
vating it for growing crops of wheat, mustard, barlcy. 
paddy, vcgdablc, mandua (millet) soyabcan, rajma, 
potato, chillies and some other vcgctabks. The yield 
i!, howewr, barlcy, suflicicnt for their own consump
tion.. The s~mo is the case for other communities 
of the village as well. 

As ~takd ~arlicr, prior to j 962 the inhabitants of 
Darkot led a semi-nomadic life, cultivation had never 
been the m;Jill Dccupation of the Bhotiyas. They were 
mainly engaged in trade with western Tibet. They 
normally stayed in Darkot from November to Janu
ary, during winters, From January to April, they 
moved down to villages like Bhainskhallocated at the 
lower allilLlJcs. In the month of April again they 



moved up to village Milam. For about six months 
they used to stay at Milam i.e. from May to October. 
During these months while the Bhotiya men used to 
proceed to the West~rn Tibd alongwith their mer
chandise for trade, their women and children remained 
~lt Milam. At Milam the Bhotiya women used to 
engage themselves in production of woollen handloom 
goods. Besides it, they also used to lultilalL certain 
crops like potato, sarson (mustard), phapar, 1111'(/, palti 
etc. with help of their Shilpkar labourers. However, 
since the ban on border trade, some of the Bhotiyas 
have taken cultivation as an alternative occupation. 
Due to various developmental efforts by the Govern
ment and other agencies in the region the villagers 
of Darkot have bl:come aware of various schemes 
being implemented. They have taken advantage of 
suggestions given and demonstrations made by the 
Village Level Worker (VLW). They have not only 
learnt the methods of developing land, uses of im
proved seeds, implements. pesticides, insecticides and 
chemical fertilizers etc., but have also started adopt
ing them gradually. 

Both males and females carry out the agricultural 
operations. They are often assisted by their children. 
Before embarking upon the agricultural operation. a 
ceremony known as haljot is first performed in the 
month of May-June by the landowners. An elderly 
and respectable person of the village inaugurates the 
ploughing operations. When the transplantation of 
paddy saplings is over. another ceremony known as 
maijhar is observed. Special dishes are prepared in 
the households to celebrate this ceremony. At the 
time of manuring the fields pohai is an other ceremony 
observed by the cultivators. On this occasion all the 
cultivators assemble at the house of an oldest or res
pectable cultivator and then formally spread a littk 
manure in the nearby field. Thereafter a feast is en
joyed by them and ghee and curd is served among 
the labourers. Hariya/a festival is also connected 
with agriculture. Generally Saturday, Wednesday and 
Thursday are considered to be auspicious days for 
ploughing and sowing the field. For harvesting the 
crops, Friday and Saturday are preferred. For agri
cultural operations Tuesday is invariably avoided by 
the cultivators. After being harvested, the crop is 
first offered to the diety befon: starting its consumption. 

Animal husbandry 

Livestock in the village consists of milch cattle, 
wool-yielding and pack animals. The Table 3.9 shows 
type of livestock classified by number of households 
rearing and purpose. 
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Table 3.9 

Type of livestock classified by number of household lind purpose 

..... -.--.----~-.- -_---- ----_._--_. __ ._-_ ... _-----
Type of Ii \esto~k 

1. Cow 

2. Calf 

J. Mule 

4. Ox 

5. Donkey 

6. Goat 
7. Sheep 

8. She-buffalo 

9. Poultry 

Number of 
households 
rearing 

54 

15 

1 

IS 

4 

4 

-1 

Purpose 

Domestic 
Domestic 
Commercial 

Agricultural 

Commercial 
Domestic 
Commercial 

Domestic 
Domestic 

It may be s:~n from Tabl~ 3.9 that 62.07 per cent 
households of the village were r~aring cows for their 
domestic purpmes. Bullocb WL're being reared by 
10.69 per cent households Jnd 17.24 per cent h3d 
calves. Besides these 5.74 per cent households had 
kept goat, 4.59 sheep and 4.60 she-buffaloes. Some 
poultry birds were also being kept in 4 (4.60 per 
cent) households whik one household had mule and 
another had donkey for commercial purpose. 

A comparative look at the data provided by the 
earlier (1961) survey and the present one (1986) 
reveals that during this period there has been a drastic 
reduction in the number of goats alJd sheep in the 
village. During 1961 a total number of 1231 sheep 
and goats was being rcared by 25 households, but 
their number has now (1986 survey) reduced to 551 
reared by 9 households only. Rearing of sheep and 
goats was closely associated with the traditional oc
cupation of trade and woollen handicrafts work of 
the Bhotiyas in this region. The Iloeb of sill.'cp 
provided wool and meat to their owners. Sheep and 
goat hair were also used for preparing strings, their 
skin for prcparing bags, hand gloves and also used as 
mats. Besides, the moqntain goats were very useful 
for carrying goods of the llhotiyas to the fairs of 
Thal, Jeoljibi or Bageshwar, and fOf'transporting th~ir 
Inerchandisc from the markets like Tanakpur, Hald
wani and Ramnagar to Darkot and further over the 
high altitudes of difficult hilly terrain into Tibet. The 
sharp reduction in number of sheep and goats in vill· 
age Darkot, threfore, may be seen in the light of ban 
on border trade in 1962 which led to the reduction 
in their number since there is no utility in keeping 
these animals in large number. 
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A Kshatriya plougiring terrace freld 

Shilpkar carpenters at work 
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Woollen blanket prepared by the Bhotiyas 

-- .... -. 

A carpet showing motif design of dragon uv- infillence from Tibet 

9-657RGIJ88 
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A Bhotiya spil1l lillg 11'00/ 

~~t!)~~~~:>. ~ ,~~;~~~~~y~ ~-,~' 
:-' '~''''F'"/ :;,!:::.' I .... :?;!~:.:'.{~:~~' .{ _' _ 

'J_, , ~J;j~'_/:',{~ /"1;:',( . 
.. .' .~ 

" 

BllOliya women engaged in sortillg out raw wool 
- "'--



A Bhotiya woman at work ill the indigenous loom 

DUll (Blanket) prepared by the BhotiY(ls 



On the other hand the number of milch cattle has 
increased during these ycars. While at the 1961 
survey there were 35 milch cattle owned by 27 house
holds now in 1986 their number has increased to 88 
r~ared by 58 households. It may be seen from table 
3.9 that 54 households were having 83 cows, while 4 
households in the village were having 5 she-buffaloes. 
Increase in the number of milch cattlc during the 
period 1961·1986 may be attributed to the changed 
mode of life of the Bhotiyas from semi-nomadic to 
settled one. Besides this under the 20-point pro
gramme for thc alleviation of poverty, inter-alia in
puts arc being provided through I RD schemcs in the 
form of improved varieties of milch animals which 
may have obviously contributed in increasing the num
ber of cows and bulIalocs in the village. 

Veterinary centres 

Milch cattle and pack-animals have their significant 
role in the village economy. There are two Govern
ment veterinary centres available for the villagers of 
Darkot in the neighbouring area. The veterinary 
centre at Munsiari was established in 1964 and the 
other was opened two years later at village Malla 
Dumar at a distance of 2.5 kms. from Darkot. Beside 
these, there is also an artificial insemination CGl1ll'C at 
village Uchheti, at a distance of 3 kms. This facility 
i~ aVlliiable at the MUl1siari centre als'o. It was re
ported that the sheep and goats mostly suffer with 
disease called mallge and also disease affecting to 
mouth and hoofs. The cattk sulfer with discases 
like hamaturia, live nuke and pneumonia. Besides, 
grass poisoning is common problem for the cattle and 
sheep and goats alike. F or improving the breed of 
the local animals, the artificial insemination centres 
provide semen of rembule sheep, jersy cow and murrah 
buffalo. Thc villagers are also giwn guidance for 
proper rearing of animals and protection against 
diseases. 

Forestry 

Except som~ wild growth (here is no forest in the 
neighbourhood. However, these in the neighbollring 
area cater to the needs of the village. They provide 
grazing plac~ for the animals, timber for building-and 
fire wood for cooking. 

Village industries 

As stated earlier the main hOllsehold industry in the 
village is woollen handicrafts, while tailoring and car
pentry are the other minor ones. Woollen handi· 
craft is, however, in practice in the village, since 

ancient times. Out of 169 workers, 96, (56.80 per
cent) arc engaged in weaving. The number of females 
in this occupation in 59, while that of the males is only 
37. Weaving is the only occupation in which the 
females participation is very high. Out of the total 
workers engaged in woollen handicrafts, th~ Bhotiyas 
comprise 94.73 per cent. The main products of this 
industry arc coarse blankets, thulmas, pankhi asan, 
clllltka, dllll, shawl, woollen cloth etc. The raw mate
rial for the manufacture of woollen fabrics at ... ) 

partly produced here and some are purchased from 
N~pal. 

Prior to ban on trade with Tibet, the Bhotiyas 
mcd to procure finer quality of raw wool (pq.~a/ll) 

from Tibet for their wooll'~n industry. After 1962 
also they managed to get it for some years via Nepal, 
but in reduced quantity. However, due to growth 
of woollen industry in Ludhiana (Punjab), Panipat 
(Haryana) and Kathmandu (Nepal) during the last 
two decades, the Bhotiyas are now facing acute 
shortage of raw wool. Besides this, comparatively 
cheaper mill-made woollen goods, now available in 
remotest corners of hill region, dealt a severe blow 
to the indigenous woollen handloom industry pr!!~tis
cd by the Bhotiyas. 

A study of the mode of production in cottaj!.c in
dustry of the Bhoti.yas in village Darkot shows that 
1 hey al\~ by and large still following their age old 
indigenous methods. Despite constant efforts by a 
number (1f Government and other agencies during 
iJst threc decades for prompting their tradlUQnal 
craft, no impact of modern t·zchnology has so far 
been introduced in Darkot. 

As per procedure followed first of all the raw wool 
is sorted out and washed and then carded with the 
help of two meta) bristled brushes. Spinning is done 
hy drop spindle :lIlled takli. It is still a common 
sight to see the Bhotiyas particularly males, carrying 
on spinning with takli Nhile walking, basking in the 
sun against a wall or gossiping in the market place. 
Besides taW most of the Bhotiya households engaged 
in woollen industry were having a spinning wheel 
called Bageswari Charkha. It is operated both by 
men and women. While it was a common sight to 
see Bhotiya women spinning on Bageswari Charkha 
in their courtyards, tea stall owners at Munsiari were 
seen spin.ning on it along the road side or in their 
shops during their spare time. Spun yarn is wrapped 
on pegs traditional loom, called ranch, is till being 
used by the Bhotiyas. Ranch is operated vertically 
nnd used for weaving dun (carpet). For weaving 
thuima, pankhi, chutka, and shawl ~ .differ~nt variety 



of 100m known as pit loom is used. Pit looms are 

fixed in a frame. Both of these traditional varietie& 

of looms can be disma~led and C'arried away easily 

from one place to another. Thus it was convenient 

for the semi-nomadic way of life led by the Bhotiyas 

in the past. For colouring of yarn for the prepara' 

tion of dUll and asan the Bhotiyas prepared in the 

past their own natural dyC5 from plants and f!uits 

available in the jungles. For instance olive or light 

brownish colour extracted from the outer green cover 
of walnuts is still appreciated by the Bhotiyas for its 

fastness and unique shade. Designs and colour 

combinations used by them are s~ll by and large 
traditional. However, now-a-days they have also started 

using synthetic dyes. It was complained by the 

Bhotiyas that the syntlJ.etic maroon colour presently 
being used by them is ilot lasting arid gets faded with

in a few years but no Governmental agency has help
ed them in overcoming this problem as yet. 

If we consider use of Bageswari Charkha, introduc
tion of synthetic dyes and hetting their raw wool 

carded in the mechanical CJ[ding centres at Munsiari 

as change, it is indeed an improvement over their 

traditional practice. These changes had been brought 

about in the Bhotiya region more than two decades 
ago. Since then no appl:eciable . progress has becn 

made in this dircction. It is indicative of ineffective
ness of the various Governmental and autonomous 

bodies operating in the rcgilJl1 for the w~lfare of local 

craftsmen. It was expected that modern feclJl1olo

"ies in the fidd of wooUen craft should have been t _ 

introduced in phased manner among the Bhotiyas. 

For instance Bageshwal'i Charkha needs t{) be replaced 

by Amber Charkha, Ranch and pitlooms can be re

placed by improved varieties of shuilJe looms. New 
designs and colour comhinations can he introduced. 

In addition to this technical knowhow for preparing 

fast and lasting synthetic dyes should be made avail
,lble to the Bhotiyas. 

A training-cum-production centre is being run by 
the State Government at Munsiari, since 1978 regu

larly for imparting training :md guidance. During the 

year 1986-87, 25 villages were given training, in car

pet weaving in this centre. Howmr, from village 

Darkot so far only two Bhotiya boys have received 

training in this centre durill~ the year 1985-86. A 

discussion with the craftsmen in Darkot reveals that 

there is no integrated planning and follow up acfion 

aHer imparting tr_aining by this cenjre. The skill 
acquired in the emft of carpet weaving is unab!~. to 
OCl1~ratc cmplolfl11cnt fo.! the youths. Besides, this 
~ ~ J_ 

ccntre has ".Iso installed a :::JJding machine. During 
lhe vear 1987-88, 30 quintals of raw wool VJcre card
ed in this machine. This centre has also a mobile 
dyeing unit. During the year 1986-87 1,213 kg. of 
wool were dyed by it bcneiltin,~ 10 villages. How
ever, thc villagers of Darkot lIo not seem tOo be enthu
siastic about the carding or dying facilities provided 
by the centre at Munsiari. 

A number of Governmental agencies have been set 

up for promoting the trallitional woollen industry of 

the Bhotiyas. Ill. 1954, two schemes, namely, Hill 
Wool Scheme and Border Wool Scheme wcre intro

duced in this region. Uttar Pradesh Khadi and Vil

lage Industry Board was reportedly set up during 

1940. Since 1967 a division took pl~ce and District 

Industry Centre (DIC) was s~t up by the State Indus

try Department to look after these matters. 

The Khadi and Village Industry Commission 

(KYle) was set up in 1960 with its Head Office· at 
district headquarters, Pithoragarh. Under their 

scheme KVIC provides raw wuol to Ihe local inhabi

tants including the Bhotiyas for spinnil}g. Remunera

tion for spinning vary from Rs. 30/ to Rs. 60/- per 

kilogram depending on, its quality. The spun yarn 

is again given to local crafts:nen for weaving. Accord

ing to inrormants labour charges given for we.aving 

of different articles vary for different items. For ins
tance for weaving a pankhi of 2.75X 1.60 metres the 

rcmui1eration varies from Rs. 15.50 to Rs. 20.00 

while for weaving a shawl measuring 2.15 X 1.1 0 
metres it various from Rs. 8.50 to Rs. 15.00. The re

muneration paid for weaving tweed is Rs. 10.00 per 

mete!', while for weaving dUll (carpet) of a dimension 

of 2.25 X [,00 metres the remuneration is Rs. 250.00. 

The selling price for these articles were stated to be 

Rs. 120.00 to 125.00 for a pankhi, Rs. 120.00 to 

150.00 for a shawl, Rs. 60.00 for a metre of tweed 



cloth. Besides, these the labour charges in weaving of 

thullilu or chutka (size 2.60X 1.50 metres) vary ac

cording to the quality of wool and its weaving. 

The KVIC procures wool locally as well as from 

out side. The local variety of wool include Harshil, 

Kashmiri and Bikancr etc. Besides, wool is also 

procured from the for;;ign countries like Australia 

and Brazil etc. Raw Nool normally costs 75.00 per 

kg. wllilc the finer variety of cardea Australian wool 

co~ls abmlt R~. 125.00 per kg. raw wool of Kashmiri 

varicty whicP is inferior to Nepal or Tibetan wool, 

is provided by KVlC (0 the local craftsmen at the 
rale of Rs. 30.00 to Rs. 32.00 per kg. Local inhabi

tants do not prefer to purchase wool from wool bank 
of K V Ie as it requires cash payment while they pre

fer them on credit basis. It is reported that selling 

of Ncpal wooillas been totally stopped in this region 

since 5 years as they <Jrc being sold on better price 
elsewhere like Ludhiana and Sonepat etc. It has 

been noted that only poor craftsmen :ue taking wool 

Of other benefit froll] this commission. According to 

a Bhotiya informant of the viiJage when trade was 

open with Tibet, there was no diJncully in getting 
finer quality of wool (paswll) because in Tibet a 

variety of goat is found called Tabu, its inner hair 

was used as pasam. After the ban on trade with 
Tibet, it has become very difficult to get pasalll. 

However, they lIrc now managing to gCI ,muggled 

raw pC/sam from Nepal at the rate of Rs. 70.00 per 
kg. and carded pasam for Rs. 300.00 per kg. 

Trade alld cOl1lmerce 

Then: arc 6 tailors in this village. All of them 

received training at the Governmel1t Tailoring-cum

Hosiery Centre at Munsidri. They cater to the needs 

of their village and the neighbouring village also. In 

addition to this there are five carpenters in the vil

lage. Both of these occupations are mainly being 

pursued by the Shilpkars. 

The Table 3.10 shows involvement in trade and 

commerce, classified by caste/community of head of 

the household and volume of transaction. 

Table 3'10 

Number of households engaged in retail trade and Volume of transaction by caste/tribe/community 
--_._------------------------------------------------------

Bhotiya(ST) Shilpkar (SC) Total number of 
households engaged 
in retail trades 

I----------~----------~ r---------.A.-----------1 

Number of households Average value of transac- Number of househOlds Average value of transac
tion in money value per 

year 
tion in money value per 

year 
-----------------------------------------------------------

2 4 5 

---------------------------------------~-------------- ----
7 10,290 '00 3,000.00 

----------------------------------------~-------------- ---

Table 3.1 0 indicates that out of 3 households 
engaged in trade and commerce in the village Darkot, 
7 of Bhotiyas community involved in retail trade are 
having tPd!!saction of Rs. ! 0,290.00 per annum. 
The other household is that of Shilpkar with the 
transaction of Rs. 3,000.00 per annum. Out of the 
Bhotiya households, 3 are grain mereha,nts, 1 cloth 
merchant, 2 are selling woollen goods while. the re
maining one owns a tea stall. There is one house
hold of Shilpkar which is selling woollen goods. Out 
of thc5e establ.ishments, 4 ar~ situated in vill~ge 
Darkot itl'.elf while the remaining 4 are out side the 
village. Out of the households which have opened 
their establishmel).ts out side the village, 3 ar~ Bho~ 
tiyas and 1 Shilpkar. Among them 2 Bhotiya and 1 
Shiilpknr hOllseholds are carrying their retail trade and 

1 Bhotiya is a grain merchant. No perso)l from 
Kashtriya caste was reported to be engaged ill retail 
trade. All of themi were cultivators. 

Non-workers 

The present survey of 1986 shows that out of 
429 persons in the village, 260 (60.61 per ~ent) 

were non-workers while in 1961 survey their per
centage was only 45.48. In other words, 60.61 
per cent of the P9Puiation in village Darkot during 
1986 was dependent upon 39.39 per cent of popula
tion of the village. The table 111 presents a COITh

perative picture of the non-workers, during the sur
vey of 1961 and 1986, their distribution by sex 
an<! age and type of activity. 
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It is seen frolD the rahle 3.11 that out of the total 

population a majority of non-workers (81.38 per 

cent in 1961 am! 56.92 per cent in 1986) arc in the 

age-group of 0-14 which is quite natural as no child· 

ren in this age group ;-Ire expected to be engaged in 
any viable economic activity. Among non-workers 

in this age-group 62.84 per cent are full-time stu

dents and rest of the population (37.16 per cent) 

are dependents. During the previous survey of 1961 

51.74 per cent of the non-workers were reported to 
be dependents and 48.26 per cent as full-time stu

dents. On viewing the comparative data as shown 

in the above table it may be said that at the time 

of ] 961 survey either schooling facilities were not 

adequate in the village or p~rents wm least inte

rested to send their ~hildren for schooling. In the 

next higher age-group 15-39, the percentage of non· 

workers to the total non-workers is ~8.08, out of 

which 36.99 per cent are full-time students, 49.32 
per cent arc engaged in household duty while merely 

13.70 per cent are dependents. For the sake of 

comparing the ~gures of tolh the surveys it is bet fer 
to have a look on the age-group of 15-59 because 
age-wise greak-up in both the surveys except 0-14 

and 60 + is quite different. It was observed during 

the present survey that the percentage of total non

workers in the age-group 15-59 is 36.16 while cor
responding percentage for 1961 was only 16.19. 
Interestingly the percentage of male non-workers in 

the age-group 15-59 at the present survey is 22.68 

which is quite nearer to the percentage of non

workers at the previous survey. The position of 

female non-workers in this age-group is quite sur· 

prising because against 4.44 per cent female non

workers in 1961 there nre 44.17 per cent in 1986 
survey. Such phenomenon is due to the fact that 
during 1961 survey most of the females in this age 

group were engaged in household industry of wool

len handicrafts, ',\'hich is no more popular among 

them now. Out of 72 female lion-workers in the 
age-group 15-59, 15.28 per cent arc full t[me 

student. 75 per cent, eng[lge~ in household duty and 

the rest (9.72 per cent) arc dependents. During 

1961 all the female llgn-workcrs were reported to 
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be en~'lgcd ill household duty. In the next higher 

age group 60 and above p~rccntage of non-workers 

is 6.92 out of which 22.12 per cent are males and 

77.78 females. Ouj of total female non-workers in 

this age-group 6 (42.86 per cent) are engaged in 

household duty while 8 (57.14 per cent) are de~ 

pendents. Among 4 males in this age-group 75.00 
per cent arc dependents and only 25.00 arc leading 

a retired life whereas durinrr 1961 sumy no female 

non-workers was reported. 

Table 3.12 shows the number of house

holds belonging to cas!e/tribe/community having 

unemployed persons seeking employment by age

group. 

The table 3.12 shows that among 55 Bhotiya 

households there are 11 unemployed persons (18.18 

per cent) and all are seeking employment. Out of 

these 11 persons there is one female of age-group 

20-34 seeking empolyment. Interestingly none of 

Kshatriya community is seeking any employment. 

One household of Shilpkar having two males in the 

age-group 20-34 is seeking employment. The age
group wise analysis shows that a majoirity of job 
seekers are from the age-group 20-24. Another 

notable feature is that a female has reported as job 

seeker during the present survey while there was 

none at the previous survey' of 1961. 

Income and expenditure 

Out of 87 hou5eholds in the village, -+ (4.60 per 

cent) fall within the income-group of Rs. 1001.00 
to Rs. 2000.00 per year, 25 (28.73 per cent) come 
under the income-group of Rs. 2000.00 to 

Rs. 5000.00 while majority of the households 58 

(66.67 per cent) had an annual income of Rs. 5001.00 

above. Distribution of households with reference to 
income-group:; and llverilge in.com~ from ench source 
for each income-group has bl'en elaborated in detail 

in table 3.13. 
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DiStribution of hoUseholds according to income
group 

It is evident from table 3.12 highest amiual 
income of Rs. 10,950.00 per household accrues 
from business I!iz., shopkeeping. There are 4 house
holds in this category; Of these 3 were grain mer

chants and 1 cloth merchant. All of them are 
Bhotiyas. For next higher income-group Rs, 9000,00 

per year has been reported in respect of a Bhotiya 
household wherein the head of the household was 

employed as driver in Uttar Pradesh State Roadways 
Transpolt Corporation (UPSRTC), 

The traditional occllPation of weaving of woollen 
goods engages 38 (43,68 per cent) households. 
Among the5e 1 household has an annual average 
income of Rs. 2000.00, 9 have Rs. 4077.00 and 28 

have Rs. 8952.00. The average income of e-a~h 
household engaged in weaving comes to Rs. 7615,00 
per annum. There was a~o one retired ex-service
man, belonging to Bhotiya tribe, having a.!lnual in
co~ of Rs. 6oo0.GO shoWJ) under the category of 
non-worker, 

The community wise analysis of households at 

different incQme levels shows that out of 55 Bhotiya 
households in the villggc, 43 w~rc having; an annual 
income of more than Rs. 5000.00, 11 fall undel' the 
income-group of Rs. 2001 to Rs. 5000.00 and one 
come under income-group of Rs, 1001.00 to 

2000.00, Among the 28 Shilpkar households, 13 
have annual income of over Rs. 5000.00, 12 ~ome 
under the next lower range of Rs, 2001.00 to Rs. 

5000,00 while 3 have income between Rs. 1001.00 
to Rs. 2000.00. Out of 4 Kashtriya households 3 
come under the income-group of Rs. 2001.00 to Rs. 
5000.00 and one household has annual income of 

over Rs. 5000.00, All of them were cultivators, 

Weaving of woollen goods still remains major 
source of income for the Bhotiyas. Out of 38 
househOlds engaged it! weaving, 28 have an a_nnual 
income of over Rs. 5000.00, 9 come under income

group of Rs. 2001.00 to R~. 5000.00 and only one 
househoJd wa;; reported having annual income bet

ween Rs. 1001.00 to Rs. 2000.00. Besides these 
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8 househol~ wherein occupation of the head of the 
household is cultivation, 4 shopkeepers, one ea~h 
engaged as peon, lineman, driver and in rearing of 
animals also full under the higher income-group of 
over Rs. 5000.00 per annum. Among the 11 Bho
tiya households falling in the income-group of 
Rs. 2001.00 to Rs, 5000.00, 8 were engaged iri 
weaving and one each was working as teacher, tailor 

and fearer of animals. Among 12 Shilpkar households 
which are having an annual income of Rs. 5000.00 

and above 3 each were working as loader and rajgir 

(mason), 2 each as cultivator and carpenter and 
one each as beldar (earth worker), tailor and weaver, 

Among 12 Shilpkar households coming undtt.~ the 
range of income-group Rs. 2001.00 to Rs. 5000.00, 

3 were tailors, 2loaders, 2 cultivator and one each 
was working ~s weaver, mjgir (mason), ~arpenter, 
ugriculturallabourer and generallaboum. Out of the 

remaining 3 ShiJpkar h0us~holds, falling under the 

next lower income-group of Rs. 1,001.00 to Rs. 

2000.00 one each was reported to be working as 
cultivator, rajgir ane! carpenter. 

An analysis of the expenditure pattern mdicites 
that out of 87 households 15 were spending 261() 50 
per cent (lll food items while 72 were spending more 
than 51 per cent. The pl!rc~nlage of expenditur~ on 
purchase of assets, construction, and renovation of 

building and other stru£tufc varies frpm 6 to 9 in 

respect of 7 households. All of the 87 households 
were spending up to 5 per cent of their total expendi
ture 011 fuel and light. On other items like orna

ments trave], ed_ycat(on, hou~e rent and repair, h4ed 
labour, medicines and other miscellaneous items most 
of the households spend upt_o 5 per cell! of their total: 
expenditure. Table 3,14 gives distribution of house
holds by income-group and nature of expenditure. 

It may be seen from table 3.14 that out of 61 
households incurring expenditure on education, 40 

were Bhotiya, 20 Shilpkar and 1 Kshatriya. Among 
the 69 hOl~seholds reported incurring expenditure 011 

medical treatment, 49 were Bhotiyas, 19 Shilpkars 
and 1 Kshatriya. 





Indebtedness 

Out of 87 households, 16 (18.39 percent) were 
reported to be in debt. Table 3.15 gives number of 
households classified by income group in village 
Darkot who have taken loans. 

Table 3.15 

Number of Households in debt classified by income-group 

Annual 
income 

upto 1000 

1001 to 2000 

2001 to 5000 

5001 and above 

Total 

Total No. of No. of house-
households hold, in debt 

2 3 

4 

25 

58 

87 

4 
12 

16 

It may be seen from table 3.15 that out of 16 
households which are in debt, 4 are in the annual in
come-group of Rs. 1001.00 to 2000.00 and 12 in the 
income-group of Rs. 2001.00 to 5000.00. The 58 
households which have reported by not taken loan 
belong to the income-group of Rs. 5001.00 and 
above. Various causes for which loan has been 
taken are furnished in Table 3.16. 

Table 3 .16 

Table showing causes of indebtedness 

Cause Amount in Member of Percentage 
Rupees households due to 

involved cause of 
debt 

--~--------~-~--~--

2 3 4 ---. 
1. Business 10,500.00 4 25.18 

2. Purchase of wool 4,000 .00 2 9.59 

3. Household 6,000.00 2 14.39 
woollen industry 

4, Purchase of cattle 6,500 .00 2 15.59 

5. Education 4,700 .00 6 35.25 
-.--~~-.~--~--

Total 41,700.00 16 100 .00 

It may be seen from table 3.16 that the maximum 
number of households took loan for education pur
pose followed by business, purchase of cattle, house
hold woollen industry and purchase of wool. It 
would be interesting to note that none of the house
holds had taken loan for any unproductive purpose, 

A comparative look at the data on indebtedness 
provided by the surveys of 1961 and 198tJ shows 
that during the period out of 103 total households in 
the village 41 (39.S0 per cent) were under debt. The 
highest percentage of loan was taken in 1961 for 

trade and business while in 1986 education was the 
prominent purpose. Evidently the Bhotiyas prior to 
1962 were parsuing their traditional occupation of 
trade with western Tibet. At the 1961 survey loan 
taken for the purpose of education was merely 12.47 
per cent of the total loan while in 1986 it has gone 
upto 35.25 per cent. It reveals that now the villagers 
have become more conscious for imparting education 
to their children. This fact is corroborated by the 
higher percentage of literacy in the "illage. It would 
also be worthwhile to note that during 1961 a fairly 
high percentage (33.50) of loan was taken for the 
unproductive purposes like marria~, hOjJse construc
tion and domestic consumption while the pIilsent 
survey indicates that no debt had been incurred for 
unproductive reasons. 

Out of the 16 households which had incurred debt, 
9 had received the loan through the development 
block 4 had taken from the State Bank of India, 2 
had availed of it from the Cooperative Society and 
one got it from the Union Bank qf. Ip.dia. Out of 9 
households which had availed of loan through Block 
Office, 7 had taken it at 5 per cent rate of interest, 
one at 10 per cent anu the others at 12 per cent. 
Among 4 households which have received loan 
through the State Bank of India 2 had taken it at the 
rate of 4 per cent interest, one at 5 per cent and the 
other one at 10 per cent. Among the fhouseholds 
which nad taken from the Cooperative Society, one 
had taken it at the rate of 10 per cent <!,nd another at 
12 per cent interest, while the only household which 
had taken loan from the Union ]ank of India was 
paying interest at the rate of 5 per cent. All of the 
16 hQuseholds under debt had received the loan 
amounting Rs. 501.00 and above. Out of the 16 
indebted hou~eholds 12 had to present security of 2 
pmons while 2 got it after the ~ndorsement of the 
village Pradhan. One had to submit a bond and 
the other one got it by mortgaging his landed pro
perty. It would appear from the foregojng description 
that by and large the position of indebtedness in 
village has improved considerably during the last 25 
years. Now villagers are not compelled to borrow 
money for unproductive items. On the other hand 
they have become conscious about education and in
curring expenditure on it even if they h .. ve to borrow 
money for this purpose. 

Cooperatives: 
lohar Sahkari Vikas Sangh 

This cooperative society was established in 1948 
for sUP21ying foodgrains and other essential com
modities to the inhabitants of Johar region. Its 
headquarters is at Munsiari. However, after the 
Sino-Indian war of 1962 th~ scope of functioning of 
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Mules, laden with food grains, on way to Varkot 

A Bhotiya drying rajrna 
11-657 RGr/8S 
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A vie!1' of the bl'.~I~{iI!¥) ~~. c.oo_pemtive society at Munsiari 

\ 

A view of the building of State Bank of India, Munsiari 



A modern pucca cemented house of a Bhotiya 

Front view of a traditional Bhotiya house having elaborate 
wood carving 



Some old type utensils used in a Bhotiya household 

Some woode,n and metal vessels Used in_Bhotiya household 



this society has widened by providing short term 
and mid term loans. Pre:.s~ntly a Sadhan Sahkari 
Samities and 5 large sized agricultural multipurpose 
societies (LAMPS) are linked with this sangh. 
Village Darkot is covered under Malla Johar LAMPS. 
One persoll from each ho\!sehold of the villagc was 
reported to be member of the Sangh. The main 
functions of the Sangh are twofold-(i) providing 
foodgrains, cloth, kerosene etc. and (ii) providing 
loans to Sadhan Samiti and LAMPS. Short tefm 
loan is given either in cash or in kind, for the crops 
i.e. for the purchase of seeds and fertilizcrs. The 
midterm loan is given for a period of 3 years under 
different IRD schemes like develop_ment of woollen 
industry, purchase of milch cattle or mules etc. 

Kumaon Mandal Jan;ati Vikas Nigam 

This MandaI was established on 30th June, 1975. 
Its headquarters is at Naini Tal. It h~s a produc
tion-cum-sale centre at Munsiari also. Its main 
activity is to provide raw wool to the weavers_ and 
arrang~ for the sale of their woollen goods through 
its sale centres. It has its production-cuJU-sale centres 
at four places viz .. Didihar, Dharchula, Munsiari and 
Kalikot. Besides these it has bigger sale centres at 
Pithoragarh, Almora, and Naini T~l. The MandaI 
also organises exhibitions of the '@allen goods. Dur
ing the year 1985-86 woollen goods of worth Rs. 1.5 
lakhs were purchased by the MandaI from village 
Darkot. 

Paryatiya &hkari Vesaj Vikas evam Kraya Viqraya 
Kendra Sangh 

As is known that Himalayan fprests are full ot 
medicinal herbs, the cooperative department of Uttar 
Padesh has set up a cooperative society for the 
development of these herbs alon~ with purchase and 
sale of medicinal plants and herbs. It is a registered 
body functioning since 6th December, 1972. From 
the year 1972 to 1981 it was an independent society. 
Then during the period 1982 to 1985 it worked as 
an agent for Kumaon MandaI Janjati Vikas Nigam, 
Naini Tal. However, since 1986 it has again become 
an independent cooperative society. Its headquarters 
is at Pithoragarh. 

Collection of the herbs is made through 9 Sadhan 
Sahkari Samities and 5 L~S. As stated earlier, 
village Darkat comes under the fold of Upper Johar 
LAMPS, The Bhotiyas and other inhabitants of the 
region, who are members of this society, collect herbs 
from the forests. The non-members may, however, 
collect up to 1 kg. of herbs for their own use, A 
membership pass is issued after payment of Rs. 7.50. 
This society has a collection centre at Munsiari. It 
is managed by a Grading Supervisor who is assisted 
by a Grading Assistant. These two officials belong 
to the office of the Registrar of Cooperatives, 
Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow. 

This society collects about 40 different varieties of 
medicinal herbs for which general purchase rates vary 
from Rs, 20,00 to Rs, 30,00 per kg. Some of the 
herbs collected by this Society were reported to be 
very effective for specific ailm~nls. For example 
pashanbhed for kidney stones, lJleethi bajra for 
epilepsy, kutki for jaundice and in drain for indigestion 
and other stomach disorders. Se.eds of till100r tree 
are used for preparing tooth powder. Besides these, 
reetha (soap nut) and tejpat used us spice, are also 
collected by the society. Certain rare varieties of 
edible mushrooms like guchhi fetch a handsome price. 
Sale of the medicinal herbs is made by the main depot 
of the society at Pithoragarh. 

Besides the above society, aU9!her smaller co
operaJive society based at Milam is also functioning 
for the collection of medicinal herbs. 

Banks 

The nearest banking facility available for village 
Darkot is at the tahsil headquarters, Munsiari where 
branches of two banks viz., the State Bank of India 
and the CooperatiVe Bank are located. The former 
caters to the needs of the villagel {aIling within the 
radius of 16 kms. from Musiari. During the year 
1986·87 13 persons from Darkot had received loan 
from the State Bank, of these 11 were Bhotiyas and 
2 Shilpkars, An amount of Rs. 3B,500.00 had been 
provided to 11 persons (9 Bhotiyas and 2 Shilpkars) 
_under IRD schCine, on 50 per c~nt supsidy for the 
development of woollen industry. Besides these, 2 
Bhotiy~s have also received loans of Rs, 15,000.00 
and Rs. 10,000.00 respectively for openin~ of ~rocery 
shop. ' 





CHAPTER IV 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

House Types 

Construction of dwellings al1}ong the simpler 

societies is mainly governed by th~ climatic and topo
graphical conditions of the region. Depending upon 
the economic condition of the owner and materials 
used for construction of houses are usually those 
available in the surrounding region. Present study 
shows that there has been only a marginal change 
in the shape of houses and building material used 
for the construction in recent years. 

At the 196] survey it was observed that the mate
rial used for the construction of walls and floors of 
the houses in the village was stone in both the cases 
while roofs were made of thatch, mortar, planks, 
slates or Gel sheets depending on the ~onomic con
dition of the own~ The entrance of the houses was 
generally made towards the slope i.e. back of the 
house b~ing towards the ridge. Most of the houses 
were double storeyed-the upper portion was being 
used for the family and the lower fDr the animals. 

Above the doors on two sides, windows were fixed 
but no window was provided on the back side. As 
such the inner portion of the hOj!se remained dark. 
The upper storey was approachable by a staircase 
from outside opening in the verandah of the house. 
The verandah was attached to all the rooms and used 
for sleeping during the summer. During winter 
season the family sleeps in the room which also serves 
the purpose of a store room. The {loor of the upper 
storey was made of mud which had a courtyard and 
boundary wall made of stones. 

The present study reveals that out of 87 houses in 
the village, 70 still have mud floor, 14 have of bricks, 
stone and linie, while only 3 hous,es bavc come up 

with cement floor. OnJy 2 houses have walls made 

of concrete and cement ~nd th~ re§1 have stone walls 
7a 

in tIle old pattern. Roofs of most of the houses are 

made of traditional slabs of slate stpne. However, at 

least five houses h~ve also come up with tin roofs. 
There are still 26 thatched houses i.e., having roofs 
made of grass leaves, reeds et~. The table' 4.1 gives 

distribution of how;es in vil4tge Darkot with predomi
nant material of floor, wall, roof and ceiling classified 
by community of the head of the household. 

It would appear from the table 4.1 that houses 
with cement floor and cement and concrete walls 

with tin roofs belonged to the Bhotiyas only, which 
is indicative of progress made by the community in 
the last two decades. According to the traditional 
pattern houses are made double storeyed, the ground 

floor being used as cattleshed. During the present 
survey a house, belonging to Pangti Bhotiya, with 
three storeyed was seen. It was informed by the 
villagers that nowadays they are facing shortage at 
tim ber for the construction of hOllses. As a matter 
of fact now the timber has become costlier. So far 

new constructions are concerned now the Bhotiyas are 
prefering cement and concrete in place of traditional 
wooden beams and pillars. 

As regards availability of certain atpenities in the 
village the survey reveals that the village has been 

electrified recently i.e. in February, 1987 but hitherto 

not a single house has taken electric connection for 
domestic use. Out of total 87 households only 34 have 
separate kitchens, 15 have separate toilet facilities 

and 12 have separate bathrooms. So far availability 
of drinking water is concerned, 19 are having it sepa. 

ratelyand 16 shared it with other households. While 
water for washing is available separately to 14 house
holds, 20 shared it with others. Availability of 
amenities classified by caste/tribe/community of the 

head of th~ household is given in the table 4.2, 
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Table 42 

Availability of amenities classifird h)' caste(tribe!communit~· (If head of household 

----.. ------------__.-----~-_..-,....----------.--,-~--____,.-_.....- ..... __,---~- ... -----
Caste!trib~! c)mmunity Availability of amenity Kitchen Bathroom Lavatory SJarce of Water for Electricity 

,J rinkin~ wa,hing 
wdkr 

----._---------------... __ .. _-------_._-----_._---_._--------
3 4 5 6 

----------......... -------------.~--------------__,-_...-----,---

Bholiya (ST) , Not havin 28 45 40 29 30 55 
Having separ~tely in hOlll,;hold 27 lG 15 14 9 
Sharing with other hoUSeilOl(1 12 16 

Shilpkar{SC) NJt having 21 26 28 21 21 28 
Having S~flarately in household 7 ~ 3 1 ~ 

Slwing with otilt'r h!l~Sehold 4 4 

Kshatriya Not having 4 ·1 2 
HC!.ving separatdy in hou~,;hljld 2 
Shclring with other ho~sehold _____ L_ ........ _________________________ . .._ ____________ ....... ~ __ 

TOTAL. Not having 53 75 72 52 53 87 
Having ~el'arately in h(JlJ'iehold 34 12 15 Il) [4 

Sharing with other househCJ[d IS 20 
-----------..... -,~--.--'-'-~-----'--------------------

Dress 

The traditional dr~)s uf Ihe flhotiya m~le was made 
of hand-woven coarse WOOliCil doth. They used to 
wear a long gown called bakkhll, a loose pajama 
called slItan, shirt called khita, waist-c'oat, hand-knitted 
sweater and mutHcr and cap 811 tlw head, Thcv also 
wore hand-made shoes of wool called paul. During 
the present surwy old ml'n wej'~; :;c~n \'learing C()~lts 

with closed neck, sutan, waist-coat, sweaters and cap. 
Traditional long gown and hand-made woollen shoes 
are no more worn by them. YOllnga generation of 
the Bhotiyas was seen w ~aJ ing trousers. coat, shirt, 
sweaters (hand knitted) and llIuffkr. Apart from this 
ready-made garments like jeans, jackets and machine 
knitted pullovers are also bling used by them. They 
wear shoes made of leather or canvas. Old fdshioned 
cap has been completely discarded by the younger 
generation. 

The traditional female Jres~ consisted of voluminous 
skirt, called ghaghara extending down to the ankles 
and al1gara a sort of jacket A long cloth called 
kamla, was worn covering the waist and shoulders. 
Pagra, a waist band, was tied ronnd the waist. They 
wrapped a scraf around the head known as khopi. 
In the olden days women also wcre a hand-made 
woollen shoes called lamb. During the present survey 
young women in the village were seen wearing .I(lri, 

petticoat, blollse sweater and shawl. Younger girls 
wear frock, salwar nnc! kai/ 1:'i'i. 

12 -657 RGI!~R 

Omaments 

The Bhotiya women wear a number of ornaments 
mud\? of gold and ~ilvcr. Twclitional ornaments con
sisted of natlt, big nose ring made of gold, jhopiya 
(necklace made of gold), SllW (necklace made of thick 
silver wire), f1lllnga-mala (coral beaded necklace) and 
dhagula (bracdets made or silvl~r). Besides these 
smaller nose rings lib: !WI/lOra (gold) and Jrlllrki 
(silver) were also worn. Bali, made of gold or silver 
wcn~ worn on the ear. 

Among the younger women bangles of gold, silver 
or glass are worn. lnstead of traditional no~e rings, 
if/Ii (nose pin) is more popular among them. Simi
larly they prefer lighter earrings and chained necklace 
to the traditional jhopia Jnd sma. 

Household goods 

The 1961 study of vilbge Darkot had recorded 
that no modern furniture was used in this village. 
Only two or three households possessed cots. Present 
survey shows that out of 87 households J6 were still 
not having furniture. Of these 20 belonged to 
Shilpkar, 12 to Bhotiya and 4 to Kshatriyr.1. However, 
there were 38 households in the village having chair, 
24 had table, 29 newar cot and 12 were having string 
cot, 4 possessed diwan, 8 were having takhals (wooden 
cots) and 5 had folding cots also. It reflects a consi
derable change in the living condition of the Bhotiyas, 
Details of the different furnit ure items possessed hy 
lhe vilbf!CrS in Darkot (If~ <liven in thp tahk ":.3. 
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A Bhotiya family 

A group of Bhotiya children 
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A Shiff/tillr lVOlI/alr 

A trllllitional type of Bhotiya hOl/se with roof made of slabs of 
slate stone 
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Besides the above cited items of the furniture noticed 
during the present wrv~y the villagers of Darko[ abo 
possessed a number o[ costly items. The table 4.4 
indicates presence of luxury aJl(1 costly goods 
classified by caste/tribc!mll1mullity of the head of 
the households. 

It would app~:\r from the table 4.4 that out of 
R7 households in the village ,15 arc nol having cO'itly 
goods. HOwever. 42 hOl"cholds pCl3sessed one or 
more wltly goods. For instance wrist watch wa, 
available in 35 households, of these 25 were Bhotiyas, 
9 ShiJpkars and 1 K,hatri::a Tabk time-piece wa& 
found in 13 households, «II wcr~ Bholiyas. Rildio 
OJ' transistor sets were in pos:;CSSiOll of 32 hOllseholds, 
of these 25 were Bhotiyas 3nd 7 Shilpkars. St'wing 
machine was reported from 20 households, of these 
19 were Bhotiyas and one Shilpkar. Besides these, 
there were certain other items pcssc,scd by the Bhotiya 
households only, These were namely; 2 households 
had tape recorcier, 2 patromax, 2. wall clocks nnd 
one stove and one possessed C[\mi~ra. 

Utenrils 

Utensils generally used by the inhabitants of Darkot 
are made of copper brass, bell-metal, aluminium and 
iron. These are, by and large, similar to those used 
by the Kumaoni rural folks. Some of the common 
cooking vessels are, namely: degchi, tal/Ii, korahi. 
Of these, degchl is made of brass or bell-metal, used 
for preparing pulse, Rice is cooked in tou/i, made of 
copper, while karahi IS made 01 iron and used for 
preparing vegetables. Loaves afc baked on iron lawa. 
Kettle used for boiling wakr and preparing tea is 
locally known as tipri. It is usuallv made of alumi
nium /Jarar, a fiat disk with raised brim, is made 
of brass or copper and used for ~neading moist flour 
for preparing dough. Among the ~e]'ving vessels 
thall, a flat disk with Sligtlt bdm .. is used for taking 
meals. It is traditionally made of hell-metal. 

81 

Bowl. also made of bell-metal, locally called bya/a. 
is lIsed for taking pulse, vcgetabk or meat with 
gravy. Kanchhi, panyoo{ Dnd dam ar" different types 
of ladles used for preparing and serving meals. It 
\V~S observed during the survey lhat besides traditional 
type of utensils now-a-days utensils made of stainless 
steel have become quite common in Darko!. It come 
to light that 31 households pos~med some cooking 
utensils made of stainless $tceL of the~t 22 were 
Bho~iyas, 7 ~hilrkars and 2 K~hatriyas. Similarly, 
~ervmg utensIls of stainless steel Were reportoo from 
75 hotlseholds,.Oi these 52 were Bhotiyas, 19 Shilpkars 
and 4 ~sha:nyas. Brass utensils lVere being used 
for cookmg In 73 and for sening in 51 hou~ehoJds; 

copper utensils for cooking in 29 and ror serving ill 
19 lwusd;olds while aluminil~m utensils were u~ed 

1')1' CO\1~j!:g in 56 ;1 1)(1 for iicrving in 30 households. 
Jl'lm and bl\111ZC l!t'~!l~\($ w,;:re bcillg l\~d n1<1il11y for 
cooking only. Jron utensils were reported by 21 
hou~eholds and bronze by 2 households only. For 
carrving and storing water, pitchers IJ1;]UC of copper 
and brass :.lnd buckets made of tin sheets arc mlll
monly used. Now-a-days Some vjllagers have also 
start~d using plastic buckets. Besides, these crockery 
madc of china clay and glass tumblers were also being 
used ill some of the households in the 'iJlage. 

A comparative look I'mal, that usc of stainless 
steel utensils, china day crod-cry and plastic wares 
were not repOlt~d during tht previous ~urvcy, On 
the otner hand use of differel1t wooden ware~ report~d 
in the previous survey like kulu!wshi and dowl} has 
become quite rare now-a-days. However, traditional 
dlfgma, a wooden apparatus used for preparing salted 
tea, wa:; still being used in most of the Bhotiya 
households. 

Food and drinks 

Millets, barley, rice and wheat constimte the main 
diet of the Bhotiya, Potato is also an important food 
item. Mutton, dried or fresh, is relished by thero. 
Drinking of simple tea has become very common 
among the villagers. Puls~s and vegetables are com
monly used in every household,;, Except dehydrated 
meat which is being used by the Bhotiya only, all 
other preparations of food items are almost the t;ame 
~:, among the Kumaoni CaSle Hindus of the region. 
It appears that there is no majer change in food 
habits of the Bhotiya in the last 25 years. The only 
significant change noticed was use of wheat for the 
preparation of chapa lis which has increased ill the last 
two decades. 

Besides the above food items. the Bhotiyas make 
themselves distinct by the use of salted tea called 
lia [lnd indigenolls bm c.11led ian. Salted tea is made 
by churning tea lea'\!i!s, salt nnu gh~e ill a ('vlimirical 
wooden .1j)paratus called (/lIg111[1 lin is c~ll~idered 
a very energetic drink by the Bhotiyas. U~e of beer 
Of dbtilled liquor made Oll! from b1rley, rice or wheat 
is ::!lso common among them. Consumption of Jattu, 
prepared out of parched barley or wheat and taken 
along with ghee is quite common [imong the Bhotiyas. 
It was inf(1fmed that in the olden day, When they 
led a semi-nomadic life while pllfwing their trade 
operations, salt!! was a very convenient food item as 
it doe& not require any ~ooking process, Similarly 
currying dehydrated mutton along with them w~s also 
much convenit'nt during those days. It may be seen 
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Tablc-4 .) 

Dhiriblliioll ofhollseholds chslificd b~' ca,!e/lribc!commUllily of h('~d (II' hfl\lseliold ;wd l,vlle of hO!Jldl"l!l 

---------~-.---------.----------

Type of household 
Number of households where held of household nclong, \0 

~ ___ ~ __ -A ________ -. 

BhotiYd Shilpkar K,hatriya Total 

2 4 

---------------------_._---------------
1, Single person 

2' Nuclear . 

3. Supplemented nuclear 

4. Sub·nuclear 

5. Collateral joint. 

6. Lineal 

7. Lineal-cum,collateral. 

8 Others 

1 

26 

6 

2 

16 

2 

2 3 

15 2 43 

2 4 

2 9 

2 

6 22 

._--,-----_._-------------..__._----------'_ 
TOTAL, 55 28 4 87 

------------_ ................ ......"..___--'_--------------_._----------- -~------

that salted tea, sattll and dried meat are some of the 
items associated with the semi-nomadic mode of life 
of the Bhotiyas in the past i,e. prior to 1962, 

Family 
According to the previous survey report Darkot 

village had 103 households, Of these 39 (37.86 
per cent) were nuclear or :,tmplc families, con~isling 
of husband, wife and their unmarried children, 15 
( 14.56 per cent) were ·il\term~djate' families consisting 
of a married couple, unmarried brothers and one of the 
parents, 29 (28.16 per cent) were joint families 
consisting of married coupk with married son,1 
daughters or with married brothers/sisters. There 
also were 20 households (19.42 per cent) placed 
in other types, 

Present survey shows that out of total 87 households 
in tbe village 3 (3.45 per cent) were single person 
households, 43 (49.43 per ceItt) were nuclear families, 
4 (4,60 per cent) supplemented nuclear families and 
9 (10.34 per cent) were sub-nuclear families and one 
was in the category of others. The total number 
of joint families was 27 (31.03 per cent), of these 
2 (2.29) were collateral ,ioil1t family 22 (25.29 per 
cent) had extension lineally while there were 3 (3.45 
per cent) families having extension along the vertical 
as well as the horizontal lineS, termed as lineal-cum
collateral joint families. The!'e is only one family of 
Bhotiya community which is not classified and hence 
it has been put under the category of others. Table 
4.5 gives distribution of household, classified by castel 
tribe/community of the head of the household-and 
type of households. 

13 -657RGI/88 

Life Cycle :

Birth 

Delivery cases arc normally attended to by a local 
experienced woman. She may be belonging to the 
same household or a relative or neighbour. Among 
the Bhotiyas in case a woman of their own com
munity is not available, a woman from Shilpkar caste 
may be called. In the olden days for the delivery a 
separate tcnt used to be pitched out side the house. 
However, now-a-days it normally takes place in the 
goth (cattle shed) or even inside the house, Umbilical 
cord is cul by an ordinary kitchen knife. Placenta 
is burried out side the house in a safer place and 
over it a chunk of stone is kept. For a period of 
11 days of birth the mother and the child live in a 
separate room, generally in goth (cattle shed). Dur
ing these clays no one is allowed to come in touch 
or contact with the mother. The period of 11 days 
is observed as pollution period after the delivery of 
a child, During pollution period in case of any touch 
or contact of the mother with anyone else, the person 
concerned is to be purified by sprinkling cow's urine 
on his body. The process of sprinkling the urine of 
a cow is considered sacred, On the eleventh day 
of the child birth, the mother is given a bath and the 
Brahmin priest is called for performing the birth and 
name giving ceremony, On the very day the Brahmin 
offers prayers and prepares a horoscope of the child 
apart from performing the name giving ceremony. 
Brahmin is offered money for performing the ceremony, 
A dhoti and other useful articles are also given to 
the Brahmin according to the financial condition ant! 
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A view of the temple of goddess Durga in Darkot 

A distant view of Ram Lila stage and play ground in Darkot 



status of the family. On this auspicious day close 
l'datives and friends aTe invited by the family and 
they are also given a fabulous fcast. Thc Shilpkars, 
a serving community, are not served by the Brahmins. 

Thc nearest maternity and child welfare centre is 
located at village Talla Dumar. Though a trained 
midwife pays routine visits to Darkot periodically 
for attending to difficult cases of deliwry yet the 
viUag\!l's have to face a lot of problems. 

C~l'eals arc allowed to a child after six months in 
a ccremony called at1l1apras. Sacred thread wearing, 
calkd bralban, is observed usuaJl y up to the age of 
20 years. This ceremony is being observed by the 
Bhotiyas and Kshatriyas only. 

Marriage 

Marriage by negotiations is the common mode of 
acquiring mate among all the communities in village 
Darkot. Traditional practice of taking bride price 
has almo~t been discimled. A comparative analysis 
of the ilmount of bride price reportedly given and taken 
amOlig the Bhotiyas indicates that upto 40 years ago 
7 households had given Rs. 2001- to Rs. 1000/
and 3 households had given less than Rs. 200/- as 
bride price. While in case of marrying their giris, 
3 households had received below Rs. 200/-, 13 house
holds got Rs. 200/- to Rs. 1 DOD! - while one had 
received bridal llloney more than Rs. 1001/-. It was 
reported that during the period of last fiw years 
only one household among the Bhotiyas had given 
Rs. 200/- to Rs. 1000/- as bride price while another 
hat! n:cciwd Rs. 200/- to 1000/- and one had re
cdved below Rs. 2001-. The practice of taking 
bride money is becoming unpopular day by day. 
This state of affairs was noticed nOl only in case of 
Bhotivas but also among Shilpkars and Kshatriyas. 
It als~ came to light during the present survey that 
among the Bhotiyas in the recent years kallyadall 
or allchal form of marriage is becoming more popu
lar, particularly among the economically better off 
families. According to this form of marriage the 
bride's father gives some dowry in cash as well as 
kind to the bride-groom. It is obviously due to the 
intlucnce of Hindus of Kumaon region. A priest from 
Brahmin communitv officiates in the marriage cere
m6nies alllong the- Bhotiyas and Kshatriyas, while 
among the Shilpkars, marriages are reportedly solem
nized by either the daughter's husband or Sister's 
son. 

The Bhotiyas observe clan exogamy. For instance 
a Pangti Bhotiya can not marry among the Pangtis 
or they are considered lineage members i.e. originated 
fcom the same ancestor. Same is the case with Dha
ramsaktoo and Sayana clans. The Bhotiyas observe 

territorial endogamy. It was reported that normally 
the Bhotiyas inhabiting in tbe valleys of Niti, Mana 
and lohar marry among themselves. Marriage by 
exchange is also sometimes practised among the 
Bhotiyas. Widow remarriage is allowed. 

Death 

Cremation is the common mode of disposul of the 
dcad body in village Darkot. However, according to 
the traditional practice, children up to the age of 12 
years arc usually buried. The chief mourner gets 
his hair shaved off. A period from ten to thirteen 
days is considered to be mourning period and is also 
observed as a pollution period in the family. During 
these days person whO' has performed the funeral 
ceremony is to sit in a room of house which is cleaned 
and in it a lamp is lit. The lamp burns throughout 
the day and night. The man who lit the pyre has to 
take his bath twice in a day and takes only the mid
tia y meals. On the thirteen day a Brahmin priest 
is called who performs certain obsequies at a place 
near water spring. Brahmin is offered money, a dhoti 
and other articles according to the economic status 
of the family. In addition, some flour, rice, pulse, 
salt, spices, ghee and oil are also given to bim in 
separate bag. Often all the clothes of the deceased 
uno all the utensils which were used by the person 
who lit up the funeral pyre, in preparing meal are 
givcn to the Brahmin. A feast i~ given at the house 
of the lkc..:ascd to the community members and also 
to those fellow villagers who had attended the fune
ral. The Shilpkars arc not served by Brahmin. In 
the last wo decadcs well-to-do Bhotiyas have also 
started observing shradh ceremony after one year of 
the death. 

Religion 

Presclll survey shows that all of the 87 households 
in village Darkot are followers of Hindu religion. 
There is a temple of goddess Durga in Darkot. In 
the earlier study (1961) the temple of Durga has 
been described as a small shrine. It has been since 
then gr:idually renovated. Now th~rc is a pllcca temple 
of family large size made of cement in the regional 
pattern having domed roof and doors. Durga is the 
goddess of Hindu pantheon anti worshipped as a sym
bol of shakti (power) in a number of forms in the 
hill region. The Bhotiyas of Darkot also believe in 
another village deity called Chhul-mul-mai, a guardian 
of their lands and crops. They also pay much rever
ence to the goddess Nanda Devi whose shrine is at 
Milam. It may be mentioned here that the Bhotiyas 
of Darkot consider Milam as their place of origin. 



Fairs· 

Traditionally a number of a fairs are held in 
Kumaon. These fairs have religious importance and 
also serve as source of recreation to the local village 
folks. These fairs also serve as the main centres for 
selling the woollen goods prepared by the Bhotiyas. 
Some (If the important fairs visited by the Bhotiyas 
of Darkot are, namely Bagheswar fair held on 14th 
January, ThaI fair held on 14th April and Jeoljibi 
fair held all 15th November. Jeoljibi village is 
located on the confluence of Gori and Kali rivers. 

Besides the above mentioned gods and goddesses, 
the Bhotiyas also believe in a number of other gods 
and goddesses and the local deities of the region like 
Bhumiya, Badhan and Chanu which are worshipped 
by the Hindus of the region. 

The Kumaoni caste Hindus believe in ghosts and 
spirits and observe iagar. Jagar is a rite wherein 
blessings of the regional deities are evoked by beating 
bell-metal plates and singing SOI)gs by the sorcerer. 
On being influenced by the spirit the medium tells 
happnings of the past 'and future. 

Festivals 

Most of the festivals observed by the villagers of 
Darkot are of regional importance and celebrated by 
all castes and communities of Kumaon. Besides these, 
some of the festivals of all India importance like Holi, 
Diwali and Dasehra are 'also celebrated by them. Some 
of the important local festivals are :-

Flll-ful tohar or Phooldei : 

This festival is held during the spring time in tile 
month of March (Phool means flower and dci means 
threshold). It is a time wh~n the red bUl'al1J 

(rhodocndn:Y11l blossoms in the jungle and hitherto 
bleak stems arc covered with white and pink flowers. 
The young boys and girls visit houses of their relati'Ons 
and strew flowers at the threshold and pray for thc 
prosperity of the household. In return they get some 
quantity of rice, gur or cash. In the evening this 
f>'JOd is cooked and consumed 

Hariyala : 

Hariyala is a festival of greemy observed ill the 
month of July. About 'a fortnight before the festival 
seeds of wheat and barley are sown in small baskets 
and kept near the shrines of the household deities. On 
the day vE the festivals the green saplings are offered 
to the deities and their blessings are evoked. 

Khatarwa : 

It is celebra,ted in the month of September. Dry 
wood and hay are collected in a heap and bonefire 

is kindled. Offerings of flowers anci cucumber are 
made to the fire and then bays and girls of the village 
beat it with sticks. It is believed that by doing so, 
evil spirits are driven away from the viUage. It was 
reported that all the castes and communities living in 
the village take part in Khatarwa. 

Earthen lamps are lit during Diwali festival and 
household deities worshipped. Hall, the festival of 
colours is celebrated with enthusiasm. The Bhotiyas, 
Kshatriyas and Shilpkars throw colours and embrace 
eaoh other. During the Dasehra festival Ramlila is 
staged wherein the Bhotiyas and the Kshatriyas take 
the main part. However, all the villagers, including 
the Shilpkars, participate with a great zeal as spec
tators. 

Social disabilities 

It was reported that in olden days the Shilpkars 
were not allowed to enter the houses of the Kshatriyas 
and Bhotiyas and touch their utensils. During the 
marriage of a Kshatriya or Bhotiya the Sbilpkars are 
also invited, however, they are served food separately. 
It was stated by the Bhotiyas that at times they may 
also attend marriages of the Shilpkars. However, they 
would accept only raw food from the Shilpkars and 
cook it themselves. An enquiry made in village 
Darkot during the present survey reveals that during 
the last 5 years the marriages al!1ong the Shilpkars 
were attended by their lineage members, affinal kins 
and casle fellows only and no Bhotiya or member of 
higher caste participated in it. A look in the marriages 
held 40 years ago 110 member of higher caste had 
participated in marriage feast of the Bhotiyas. In 
recent years Kshatriyas and Brahmins have started 
participating in their marriages because Bhotiyas have 
gradually elevated their social status. However" by 
and large the participation of higher castes was limited 
tv less than 10 per cent. 

It was also noted that during the last two decades 
while the Bhotiyas have been able to elevate their 
social status the position of Shilpkars have also im
proved quite a lot. 

Leisure and recreation 

In the olden days, while at leisure, the Bhotiyas 
used to get together in a common place of the village 
and gossip. However, while gossiping they also utilised 
their time eithe( by spinning of wool or mending of 
woollen sacks, used for carrying their merchandise on 
the baek of goats. Smoking of hukka (hubble bubble) 
was a common practice while gossiping. At times they 
also played a game called rezong. Rezong was report
ed to be a game of Tibetan origin, played with dice. 
Occasionally the Mirasis (Doms) used to visit Darkot 
and entertain the villagers by singinlZ and dancing. Now 



a days while at leisure, the younger generation prefer 
to play games like foot-ball, volley-ball or can-om. 
Besides, listening to radio or transistor 'has become 
the most common means of recreation. 

lnfiuential and prestigiolls persons in the village 

The Bhotiyas are an enlightened tribe. An enquiry 
in Darkot reveals tlIat a number of persons. who hailed 
from this village are presently wmkil}g in various 
Governmental or Semi-governmental jobs in different 
capacities. Reportedly at present there are 2 persons 
from Bhotiya community of Kumaon region who are 
in Indian Administrative Services. Besides it, they 
are also working as officers in army, police, ITBP 
and Banks. There are also a few engineers and doctors 
from amongst Bhotiyas. Some of them were also 
reported to be working as lecturers or principal of col
leges. However, these persons h~ve little influence in 
the village '3'S they have settled out side the village 
in connection with their respective jobs. 

Some of the influential persons named by the 
villagers in Darkot are ;-

(i) Bala Singh Pangti, a Bhotiya aged 65. He 
is Pradhan of Gram Sabha. He has a cloth 
shop at Munsiari. His sons are in service 
and well placed. He is consulted by the 
government officials and workers of political 
parties who visit Darkot. Bala Singh aiways 
extends his co-operation in solving the pro
blems of the fellow villagers. Bala Singh 
had his schooling up to Primary level only. 

(ii) Pratap Singh Sayan a, a Bhotiya aged 50. 
He is sarpanch of forest panchayat. He has 
a grocery shop at Munsiari. Besides he has 
good business of medicinal herbs at Milam. 
He is educated upto primary level. How
ever, Pratap Singh is an enlightened and 
active person who takes interest in the~ pro
blems of the villagers. 

(iii) Gajendra Singh Dharamsaktoo, a Bhotiya 
aged 47, is an active social worker of the 
village. He takes an active part in arrang
ing Devi Fair and Ram Lila etc. in the 
village. He has a truck used as public 
carrier. Gajendra Singh commands respect 
because of his co-operative nature and social 
activities. 

(iv) Rama Rai Lohar, a Shilpkar aged 55. He 
is member of the Gram Panchayat. He is 
literate. Rama Rai has a pucca house in 
the village and his two sans are sming in 
army. He plays an active role in all the 
matters relating to the village. 
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(v) Hira Singh Bhatt, a Kshatriya aged 45. He 
is educated up to High School. Hira Singh 
had served in Indo-Tibetan Border_ Police 
(ITBP) but now he is getting pension. Be
sides he has a shop of general merchant 
at Munsiari. He has some land in the 
village and does cultivation also. Hira Singh 
is president of Kumaoni Lok Kala Kendra, 
a cultural association at Munsiari. He him
set1f is considered good in singing and play
ing on musical instruments and also extends 
full co-operation to the village youth in 
arranging cultural prograplmej and Ram 
Lila etc. 

Administrative and developmental organisations 

A number of developmental activities are taking 
place in the region mainly since the Sixth Plan period. 
According to the available records with Gram Pradban 
of vilbge Darkot, 44 families of the village have re
ceived financial assistance amounting to Rs. 16,700.00 
during the period 1980-85 under the various 
schemes of Integrated Rural Development (IRD) 
Programme. There were 31 families in the village 
assisted by way of providing them monitary assistance 
of Rs. 6,000.00 each for the purchase of charkha 
(spinning wheel) and raw wool for the promotion of 
the traditional woollen industry. To each family bene
fited under IRDP Rs. 3000/- were given as loan 
mobilised through the financial institutions i.e. banks 
and Rs. 3,000.00 were given as subsidy. All of the 
schemes under IRDP in the village are on 50 per cent 
subsidy basis. Besides the above scheme, 6 families 
were given bullocks, 2 had received buffaloes, 2 were 
provided mules while one family had received car
pentery tools. 

During the Sixth Plan period 25 persons of village 
Darkot got employment for about 5 years in construc
tion of village road under the National Rural Employ
ment Programme (NREP). 

Tribal sub-plan strategy for the development of 
tribal communities residing in the hill regian of Uttar 
Pradesh was 'launched during the Sixth Plan period. 
Tribal development schemes in the state are being 
implemented or co-ordinated through five Integrated 
Tribal Development Projects (ITDPs). 

Present survey reveals that there is not a single 
beneficiary in village Darkot assisted under ITDP 
schemes so far. However, there is an Ashram type 
school called Rajkeeya Ashram Padhati VidyaJaya 
being run by ITDP at tahsil headquarters Munsiari. 
It is a Jr. High School, i.e. from class 6 to 8, with a 
sanctioned strength of 105 students. But during the 
survey there were only 95 students on roll. Bhotiya 
boys from Munsiari and Dharehula blocks ~ere 



admitted there. It covered 20 villages in a radius of 
aboll l 21 kms. Thlle were 5 Bhotiya boys from 
village Darkol studying in Ihis Ashram School. The 
school and boarding house were being run in two 
rented. buildings. The condition of boarding bouse 
was depleted. 

It would appear from the foregoing account tbat 
the IRD Programmes have become effective in village 
Darkot. However, activities of !TDP have yet to be 
initiated in Darkot. 

Panchayats 

The two main clans of the Bhotiya living in village 
Darkot, namely-Pangti and Dharamsaktoo, have 
their separate corrtmunity panchayats. Similarly the 
Shilpkars have also their own traditional community 
panchayat. Disputes relating to marriage, divorce, 
illegitimate pregnancies etc., are genera]ily discussed by 
the community elders and a concensus is arrived at. 
H had been observed in the 1961 survey of the village 
that "with the advance of time there has been a fall 
in the power and prestige of the caste panchayats. ,. 
The present survey shows that the community panch a
yats still continue to function, though much less 
effectively. 

Consequent upon enforcement of Uttar Pradesh 
Panchayat Raj Act, 1947 in the State a Gram Pancha
yar or Gram Sabha was established in village Darkot 
in 1949. The source of income for the Panchayat is 
the tax levied upon house's, shops and fairs. Some of 
the works of public utility done by Gram Sabha in 
the past arc construction of a bridle path in the vil
lage, repairs and improvement of source of water in 
the village. The Gram Sabha of Darkot covers the 
neighbouring village: Charkham also.. It has in all 8 
members. All are males (2 Shilpkars and 6 Bhotiyas). 

Darkot is one of the 17 villages constituti1~g Nyay 
Panchayat, Dumar. It is named after the nClghbour
ing villacre Dumar, which is its headquarters. There 
are 9 Nyay Panchayats in Munsiari tahsil. Th.esc are, 
namely, Milam (22 villages), Sera .(1S village~), 
Murhkot (28 villages), Dumar (17 VIllages), Sevlla 

90 

(44 villages), Dora (22 villages), Kwiti (26 villages), 
N adlal1i (30 village,;) and l1as Bagar (19 villages). 
It came to light during the survey that no elections of 
the statutory panchayats were held in this region since 
1974. In fact these' panchayats are dormant since last 
12 years. 

Political parties 

The Bhotiyas have been shrewd and. enterprising 
traders. Their semi-nomadic life never wilowed them 
to get involved in local politics. Even today they are 
reluctant in taking active part in political activities. 
However, the present survey shows that by and large 
the Bhotiyas are the followers of the rulitlg congress 
party -and have been casting their vote in its favour 
However, after 1981 the newly formed party, 
Uttarakhand Kranti Da1, has also attracted the youths 
to some extent. The Bhartiya Janta Party has also been 
successful in influencing a section of the viJIagers. 

Voluntary organisations 
There is no voluntary organisation worth mention

ing in village Darkot. However, there is a youth club, 
called Nav Yuvak Club, functioning for more than 
two decades. Its aim was reported to be the enlighten
ment of the fellow community members. It organises 
cultural programmes like folk songs, kirtan or bhajan 
(devotion!!!l songs), ooe-act plays and Ram Lila, A 
cemented Ram Lila stage has been constructed in 
village Darkot recently. It has a big compound and 
is also used as the central place for all socio-cultural 
functions in the village. The club has a library. 
Volley bali is the most popular out door game in the 
village. They also play carrom. 

Range of contact with outside world 

An enquiry made in the village regarding visits of 
its inhabitants to the urban areas reveals that out of 
total 87 households only some members of 37 house
holds had visited urban areas and the mo!;t distant 
places. Of these, members of 29 households had 
visited urban areas located at· a distance of more than 
lOl kms. Such visits are usually made for service, 
medical treatment, recreation, study and to meet some 
relatives. This position has been elaborated in tbe 
table 4.6. 

Table-4.6 

Visit to urban area by any member of Household, maximum distant place visited by the same member and purpose of the vhit 

Number of household a.ny member of which has made ml~imo.m visits to most distant place for Distance of plac~ visited 
(kms) 

____ ~_ .. ____ ~ ________ _A _______________________ _, 

r Child Settle- Meetina Under- Study Medi- Ser- Ser- Teachers Anima1 Purcha. Enter-
birth ment of some" taking cal vice vice tl'~ining busi- sing lainment 

marria~e relatives cont· treat- in out of ness 

-"_._._-------
1 _ .. _--

0- 5 
6-10 

11- 20 
21- 50 
51-100 
101 +--,-~_ .. ____ _ 4 

ract ment tah· tahsil 
work ,il 

1 
2 

12 

2 

__ ~6 _______ 7----________ ~2 

7 2 7 2 

13-

-_ 
7 -tdtAL ---'-'"4--. ~·3 

~~~~~-~---~--~------.~ --~~---- --------------.~ 



As already stated the Bhotiya are traditionally a 
tribe trading on borders. They had to visit distant 
places in the course of their business expeditions. 
During the present survey an attempt has been made 
to evolve a travel index of the villagers of Darkot by 
adding up maximum distance travelled by all persons, 
males and females, aged 5 years and above and divided 
by the number of persons of the same sex. The travel 
index thus derived has been presented in the table 4.7. 

Table-4.7 

IDdex of ptrsollS (male and female) of the ,mage classified by 
the caste/tribe/community -----._ 

Caste/tribe/community Travel index 
,..--___ 'A_ .. ___ ._....., 

Pe~n Male Female 
- -'--'- 2 ----3---4---

Bhodya (Sn 
Shilpkar (SC) 
Kshatriya 

276.84 
44.58 

285.71 

451.93 
57.41 

.'63.63 

129 . .(6 
31.51 

200 .00 
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It is observed from table 4.7 that the Bhotiya males 
have the highest travel index (451.93) followed 
by Kshatriya (363.63) and Shilpkar (57.41). How
ever, disparity between the males and females in travel 
index is comparatively higher among the Bhotiyas than 
any other community. 

A study of travel index vis-a-vis occupation reveals 
that highest score is achieved by an Automobile 
mechanic (3000.00) followed by Driver (2500.00), 
service (2000.00). shop-keeper (1712.00) and tele
phone line man (600.00). Allof these occupation 
engage olle person each. However, in the traditional 
sector of economic pursuits 96 persons engaged in 
woollen industry working as weavers have scored 
350.23 followed bv cultivators (262.5). The same 
has been given iD 'J~ail in table 4.8. 

TabJe--4·g 

Trlvel lades: of pet'!ODI, male and female claSilfleil by occupation 

--
Person Travellltde~ 

Occupation ,--_ 1 • . .-\,. r-

Total Male Female Total Male Female 
_......__.._ 

2 4 6 
-----_..........--~-

1. Weaver 96 37 59 350 ·23 57000 212-40 

2' Cultivator 20 18 2 262·50 2CH ·67 

3. Ra.ilir (ma~n) 7 51·43 51·43 

4. Shop-keeper 4 4 1712'50 1712'50 

S. Loader 5 16'00 16'00 

6. CarPenter 5 5 

7. Tailor 6 6 58 ·34 58 '34 

8. Driver I 1 2500'00 2500 ·00 

9. Boldar (earth worker) 1 1 

10' Allricultural Labour 2 

11. Rearing of animal 11 10 llz.45 123 '7 

12. General Labour 2 2 

13. Peon 150·00 150 '00 

14. Line man (Telephone) 600'00 600'00 

IS. Teachina 150'00 150·00 

16. Stone cullinl . 

17. Wireless Operator 2 2 17 ·50 17 '50 

I!. Service 1 1 2000'00 20nO '00 

19, Cook 1 1 

20. Automobile Mechanic 3000'00 30QG·OO 

21. Non.worker . 215 77 13S 116 ·44 233.60 51'15 

~-------------------~~--~~~ ~--- -----_...,_~..._._-
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Durin~ the course of present survey an attempt 
was made to assess the awareness of villagers regard
ing different Indian Social Legislations. It was found 
that out of 87 informants 77 (88.50 per cent) were 
aware of some or the other Indian Social Legisla
tions. Out of these 27 were illiterates and 50 litera
tes. Community-wise analysis shows that out of 
4 K.~hatriya informants none was knowing about any 
social legislations while all the 28 Shilpkar informants 
were aware of untouchability (offences) Act. Among 
the 55 Bhotiya informants 33 (60.00 per cent) were 
aware of the untouchability (offences) Act, 1955, 
28 (50.91 per cent) were aware of child Marriage 
Restraint Act, while 26 (47.27 per cent) were hav
ing konwledge about Hindu Marriage Act and 33 
(60.00 per cent) regarding Dowry Prohibition Act. 
Only very few infomlatns were knowing about Aboli
tion of Bonded Labour Act, Hindu Succession Act 
and Abolition of Child Labour Act. Out of 11 
Bhotiya women informants, 4 were aware of untou-
chability (offences) Act, 2 regarding Child Marria~e 
Restraint Act, 3 about Hindu Marriage Act, while '2 
were awa.re of Dowry Prohibition Act and one each 

was knowing abount Hindu Succession Act and 

Moption and Maintenance Act. The table 4.9 prt
sents reporting of the Indian SOCial Legislations and 
knowledge about them by time, sex and :age of in
formant by the Bhotiyas. 

It would appear from the preceding description 
that the Bhotiya is an enlightened and progressive 
scheduled tribe. They are a numerically dominant 
community in village Darkot. There is apparently 
no conflict or tension in the village between the two 
clans of the Bhotiya or among the different commu
nities living in the Ivillage. In the course of time the 
Bhotiyas have adopted Hindu customs and way of 
life to such an extent that except their mongoloid 
physical features, it is difficult to distinguish them 
from other village folk of the hill region of Munsiari 
tahsil. They speak Kumaoni language, worship gods 
and goddesses of Hindu pantheon and also the re
gional deities as being done by other villagers. They 
celebrate all the regional festivals. Besides this, the 
change from semi-nomadic life to a settled one has 
also contributed in bringing them closer to the way 
of life led by Hindus of the hill region, belonging to 
other castes. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

All along in the history, till the stoppage of trad· 
ing activity with Tibet in 1962, the Bhotiyas occupied 
< a pivotal position in the business transactions bet
ween north India and western Tibet. The present 
study describes the state of position after the disrup
tion of border trade while the earlier study of Darkot 
in 1961 represented the last phase of an era when 
the Bhotiyas had their age-old trade with western 
Tibet in operation< 

The carlier study of Darkot had portrayed it as 
a small, isolated, tribal village located in the re
mote hilly border region. It was then a transitory 
village. The village life was. by and large, marked 
with a harmony and interdependency among the 
different segments of the society. 

The ecology greatly influences the way of life of the 
people. As a matter of fact the major portion of the 
region inhabited by the Bhotiyas remains snowbound 
for more than half of the year. The topography of 
the rugged terrain has made it unfit for agricultural 
pursuits. Consequently Bhotiyas, being a hard work
ing, shrewd and enterprising community, had taken up 
border trade and thrived on it. Obviously it ne<:essi· 
taten their itinerant way of life. On their trade ex
peditions while the Bhotiya men used to go out to 
tbe heights of Tibet, or down to the mandis of 
Bhabhar, their womenfolk stayed back in the village
Milam, Darkot or Bhainskhal and preparing woollen 
goods. The woollen household industry flourished in 
those days as plenty of the finer quality of Tibetan 
wool (pasam) was then easily available. In aMi· 
tion to this they had well estabilished trade routes 
and marketing centres for their merchandise and 
their women had ample time for weaving as cultrva
tion was done mainly by the Shilpkars for them. 
Thus, a well set system had been evolved between 
production and marketing of the woollen goods in 
the various fairs of the Kumaon region. There was 
~ynchronization between their seasonal migrations and 
selling of woollen goods in different fairs, purchasing 
of items of merchandise from mandis of Bhabar and 

, moving ahead to Tibet. 

Darkot is now no more an isolated Village. The 
Sino-Indian war of 1962, inter..alia, necessitated con
struction of roads in the border region for their str~te-
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gice imperativeness. Munsiari, the tahsil headquarters, 
was linked with bus service in 1972. Soon Darkot 
is going to be linked by bus service after completion 
of the Munsiari·Madkot road. Construction of 
roads has brought speedy change in the border hill 
region and accelerated the pace of development. 
However, it had affected the household woollen in
dustry of the Bhotiyas adversely. The Bhotiyas are 
now facing acute shortage of raw wool. Growth of 
woollen industry in Ludhiana, Panipat and Kath
mandu has caused diversion of raw wool to these 
,cntres. Besides, comparativdy cheaper mill-made 
woollen goods are now available in remotest comers 
of hill region. A number of agencies of orga.nised 
sector started functioning in the hill region with a 
benevolent aim of promoting the indigenous woollen 
industry of the Bhotiyas. However, in the course of 
time these agencies have started running their own 
production and sale centres and the Bhotiyas are 
finding it very difficult to compete with them. All 
these factors have dealt a severe blow on the produc
tion and sale of indigenous woollen handloom goods 
of the Bhotiyas. 

Out of four communities viz. Brahmin, Kshatriya, 
Bhotiya and Shilpkar studied in the last survey. of 
[961, the only Brahmin household has outmigrated. 
Hence only three castes have figured during the pre
sent survey of 1986. The population of village has de
creased by J 14 persons indicating percentage decline 
to the tune of 20.99 in comparison to the previous 
survey. In case of males the decline is higher. The 
decline is mainly marked among Bhotiyas. For ins* 
tancc during the span of 25 years Bhotiya households 
have declined from 80.58 to 63.22 per cent. This 
state of position is thus mainly due to outmigration 
of Bhotiya population. On the other hand the pr.o
portion of Shilpkar households has increased from 
14.56 to 32.18 per cent. At the same time no chan&e 
in Khsatriya households has been observed. As was 
at the previQus study Kshatriyas continue to be pre
dominantly engaged in cultivation. Their traditional 
occupation of cultivation is thus the main sta~ of 
their livelihood. The sex-ratio has improved consi
derably to 1124 as compared to 822 observed during 
the last survey. This may be due to the out-migra
tion of adult males outside the village for seeking job. 
Apart from this for such a phenomenal change lileracy 



may also be the another factor because literacy rate 
has increased from 51.38 to 57,58 per cent over the 
period of 25 years, As a matter of fact the nUll1ber 
of literates among Bhotiyas is more as compar~d to 
other castes such as Shilpkars and ~ha1riyas, tn the ' 
field of education Bhotiya females are in no way, 
lag~ b~hind, Consequently, the overall literacy 
,~9Ilg .l3hotiy~s is higher The improvement in lite
r,acy 5(at48 has a greater impact over their marital 
&tatlls, For that matter the~e has been a marginal 
iJ~cr~a$9 in age at marriage. As far as awaren~§s of 
,(~ planning is concerned it has been noticed that 
the yillagers have realised the importance of haviug 

;.3 small tamily. So the practices of faIl)i1y planning 
ll1easqfes are day by day becoming popular among 
~JP. llowever, in the matter of agricultural pursuits 
a ~onsistent declining trend during the censuses of 
196J, 1971 and 1981 has been noticed. It indicates 
to,w;anls the eco)lomic development of village com
lll@ity since th~ir involvt:JPent in secondary and ter
tiary ~e~tOl' of the econolDY as ,compared to primary 
,~~t9r i,s il,wreasing. 

.P!e.se.nt st~~y reveals that there has been only a 
nmgin~l c\lange in the shape of house and building 
materials used for the construction. 

'i "'r " . 

Now amidst traditional Bhotiyas dwellings with 
slantnig stone-slab roofs and elaborate wood carving 
in the front side, a few cemented houses with Iintered 
roofs have also propped up in the village, 

~lp:doubtedly Bhotiya community in the village 
,has Jllade f>Ome sjgnificant progress in respect of th~ir 

. ,dwelling~ though itt this respect the progress made by 

. other c~stes such as ShilRkar and Kshatriya. is very 
slow. Recent ~lcctrification is an addition to the 
necessary, infrastructure required for the development 
of the village life. Old styled dress or traditional 
dress materials, have become outdated and are com
monly seen among old persons while youngesters 
wear new styled or modem dresses, Now-a-days old 
fashioned cap once used by the villagers is rarely 

, seen on the heads, As a matter o! fact the younger 
,generation has total! y discarded it. It has also come 
~o .notice that viUagers are now fully ~()nvinc«l with 
modern facilities and adopting the changed pattern 
~d new style of .life as in other. parts of the country. .. , " . i ,'.. • .. 

As far as social behaviour of the, ,pe9ple ,i~ concer
Al~, in olden dilYS. untouchability among the people 
. v.:~, v~ry, co01l11(ln and now such feelings are gradual
ly fa:l#!1g away. During the last two decades social 
status of. Bhotiya has elevated considerably and the 
po§itIQ~, of S~ilp..kar has, also improved to some ex
tent. 

A number of developmental activities have come 
up in the region, It has been noticed that the people 
of the village are by no means ignorant of politics. 
They are politically conscious and participating in 
different political organisations according to their tastes 
and views independently. 

, :rpc, jl~q~r of sheep and goats, which Were indis
pensable for their border trade, has gone down, from 
1231 to 551. On the other hand the percentage .of 
those engaged in various other occupations including 
Govt. or other jobs, has also increased from 20:97 to 
27.81. 

Thus, originally serving as a transitory settlement, 
Darkot has now become a permanent village of the 
Bhotiyas after 1962, thereby indicating a change from 
semi-nomadic way of lif~ to a more or less settled life. 
Some of the perceptible changes which have ~o!Jle 

about in Darko! during the last two decades are des
cribed b~low. 

The habitation area of the village has expanded. 
During 1961 survey it was observed that the Pangti 
BhotIya with their Shilpkar attendants lived in .Qne 
portion of the village while the Dharamsaktoo Bho· 
tiyas with their Shilpkars lived in other portion. 
This type of settlement pattern is marked with a sort 
of interdependency and harmony between the patrons, 
the Bhotiyas and Shilpkars, The Shilpkars function
ed as village artisans. They worked as black-smiths, 
masons, carpenters and tailors besides carrying on 
cultivation for their patron community, They also 
used to move along with the Bhotiyas to villi!ie 
Milam or Bhainskhlll during their seasonal migrali~n, 
This 1986 survey indicates that changes have (X;curi~d 
in the compact, nature ~f settlement pattern in 'the 
vill~,ge as sOI,De new houses of the Pangti Bhotiyas 
and Shilpkars have emerged in the westeJn periphery 
of the village. During 1961 besides the t\Vo major 
clans of the Bnotiyas one household each of Gowal 
Darma and Jan Pangti had also returned in the 
village. During 1986 the latter two clans have not 
been reported instead seven household of Dhotiya 
belonging to Sayana clan have come up. 

Radio or tansistor sets were repot:ted from 25 
households while 2 had tape recorders also, One 
Bhotiya household also possessed a camera, Besides 
these, items like sewing machine, wrist watch and 
table clock h_ave also become common among the 
Bhotiyas. Now only a few old men and women may 
Qe seen wearing their traditional dress made of coarse 

,wooUen cloth, ,Instead modern gannents 'like troo
,s~rs, jeans, coat, jacket, machine knitted sweaters etc. 
have been adopted by the younger generation. Among 



tbe women instead of old ghaghara and 'angara now 
sari, petticoat and blouse are more prominently used. 

Besides the old small village shrine of goddess 
Durga, now a temple of fairly big size has been built 
in the regional caste Hindu style. In the vicinity of 
the temple a cemented Ram Lila stage has been con
structed. It serves as a place for community function 
also. The village has been electrified since Feb., 
1987. An electrically operated flour mill has started 
functioning in the village. A number of villagers 
have now courtyards in their houses. A few have 
constructed flush latrines also. 

Besides bringing about materialistic and infrastruc
tural changes in the village, changed way of life has 
wider repercussions on the virtues and honesty 
aspects of the Bhotiyas as well. It was lamented by the 
Bhotiya elders that certain age-old traditional values 
like honesty in business transactions, never stepping 
back from the commitments made, not to steal fellow 
trader's merchandise and mutual cooperation etc. 
which were some of the unwritten codes of conduct 
cherished and strictly adhered to by their generation 
are graduaIly withering away among the younger 
generation. Obviously these values were directly 
associated with the trade expeditions of the Bhotiyas. 

Indiscriminate felling of trees has reduced the 
forest area of Darkot and surrounding Ivillages into 
sparse vegetational growth. Out of eight villages 
studied around Darkot, two, viz. Suring and NamjaJa, 
had no forest area.. Villagers of Darkot are facing 
difficulty in getting timber for the construction of 
their houses, Dalla (laona serrata) tree once found 
in abundance in the v!cinity of Darkot was reported 
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to be now rare. Certain varities of Himalyan fauna 
like oolourful bird monal and musk-deer are on the 
verge of extinction due to relentless greed of the 
poachers. 

Now, understandably, in the changed circumstan
ces the younger generation has to face altogether 
dilreJ'~nl challenges in life. For instance, with the well 
linking of the border 11m region with the main stream 
of the country lots of educational and job opportu
nities have been unfolded before them. The younger 
generation of the Bhotiyas is poised to avail of these 
opportunities and looking ahead for a better future. 
Thus, the ethos of cultural life of the Bhotiyas, in
cluding their world view, are undergoing a process 
of transformation. 

Micro-level study of village Darket may be viewed 
from two levels for better understanding of its repre
sentative character. At the community level, it por-
1rays the aconomic hazards faced by the Bhotiyas of 
Darkot, as the aftermath of the Sino-Indian war of 
1962, holds good for the Bhotiya community of 
Uttarakhand as a whole. It may be seen as a phase 
marked by uprooting of their age-old trade with 
western Tibet and their struggle for re-establishing 
themselves in the changed environment. Secondly, 
at the regional level, study of Darkot provides fair 
insight for the various developmental activities and 
processes of change going on in the border bill dis
trict of Pithoragarh. Besides certain problems men
tioned in the study, like that of deforestation and 
indiscriminate killing of certain type of rare fauna in 
the hill region, have drawn wide attention in the 
recent years. 




