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FOREWORD 

The Indian handicrafts are known the world over for their rich variety, 
grace, elegance and skilled eraftmanship. Nevertheless, a number of handi
crafts because of their stiff competition with factory made products, non-avail
ability of raw materials, exhorbitant increase in the manufacturing cost, lack of 
proper marketing facilities for finished products or due to a variety of other 
reasons have either become extinct or have reached the moribund stage. After 
independence, however, a number of schemes were introduced by different 
J:overnment agencies for their growth and develgpment but still this sudcileD 
impetus have helped only a few crafts to flourish and thereby become spinners 
of foreign exchange for the country. 

Despite 'the unique position being enjoyed by the handicrafts especially in the 
realm of national economy, l1be general awareness among the people in the country 
about our crafts and craftsmen had been deplorably poor. Nothing was prac
tically known about the commodities produced, techniques employed for the 
manufacture of different objects, raw materials used, their availabilitv, methods 
adopted for the sale of finished products etc. An attempt was thet-cfore mad€ 
in connection with the 1961 Census to study about 150 crafts from different 
parts of the country with a view to provide basic information on those crafts 
which were selected for the study. 

At the 1971 Census, the study on handicrafts was not taken up but this 
was again reviewed in connection with the 1981 Census. There has been, 
however, some difference between the studies taken up in connection with the 
Ce-nsuses of 1961 and 1981. While the 1961 studies have covered both rural 
and urban crafts, the 1981 studies have focussed their att~ntion only on tradi
tional rural based crafts. That apart, the 1981 studies besides touching upon 
tbose aspects which were covered under the 1961 series, have laid emphasis on 
matters that are vital for the nwival of rural crafts and thereby for th~ l'ejuvena
tion of the economy of the region particularly the villages. 1 his is in 
con~onance with the policy of the government to give due importance to the 
rural sector with focus on employment inten.sive strategy of development in 
which next to agriculture, the small scale industries and handicrafts play a 
significant role. 

The formats required for undertaking the study were formulated by 
Dr. K. P. Ittaman under the able guidance of Dr. N. G. Nag, the then Deputy 
Registrar General, Social Studies Division. Dr. Ittaman who succeeded Dr. Nag 
as Deputy Registrar General, Social Studies Division co-ordinat~d the study 
undertaken in different States/Union Territories by the Directorates of Census 
Operations. The reports received from the Directorates were examined by 
Shri M. K. Jain, Senior Research Officer with the help of Smt. Suman Prashar, 
Assistant Director of Censu~ Operations. I am grateful to all of them for 
organising! this study. 

The present report is the outcome of a 'itudy undertaken on Durrie Craft 
in Fatehpur Sikri Development Block (rural based handicraft) by the 
Directorate of Census Operations, Uttar Pradesh. I have immense pleasure in 
acknowledgiAg the services rendered by Shri Chandan Gopal Director and his 
colleagues in the Census Directorate for bringing out this publication. 

New Delhi 
The 1st June, 1988. 

(i) 

V. S. VERMA 
Rogistra.r General, India 





PREFACE 

Durrie craft, a symbol of our glorious past portrays our graat cultural 
heritage. In fact the workJ!lanship in woven durrie reflects high standard of our 
hand-art and imaginative capability of our craftsmen through exemplary designs 
and elegant colours. A peep into the historical perspective reveals that craft 
work was prac"Oised in olden days as devotion to profession and not merely with 
economic motive. As a matter of fact craf1i<imanship represents the love of labour, 
dedication and faith in traditional occupation. For that matter in olden days the 
craftsmanship was associa1)ed with religion, philosophy and the traditional way of 
life. 

With the changing taste of the consumers, the craftsmen have also changed 
the technique and design of durrie weaving. For example, artisans are now 
producing a new variety of durrie, popularlY known as chindi durrie. This variety 
is liked not only at home but! also by the consumers living abroad. Actually 
this item is a new presentation with traditional touch. 

The ancient craftsmanship of durrie weaving based on traditional patern is 
somehow surviving and tlle weavers infact are now in deplorable condition. The 
Government of India and the, State Government are taking consistent efforts to 
help the weavers to come out of their gloomy position. But! in the absence of 
any cut policy it seems quite difficult to revive the dying art. 

In order to have an account of the activities of weavers engaged in durrie 
craft in ,Fafuhpur Sikri Development Block an intensive surv.ey was conducted in 
1987 ~s a part of 1981 Census-ancillary study. For this purpose three villages 
viz., Dura, Mai Buzurg and Sikri Hissa IV of the Block were selected. All thes,e 
villages are around the headquarters of the Block. Except Mai Buzurg all are 
connee,ted with pucca roads. Others amenities such as potable drinkink water, 
institutions for higher education and Co-operative Societies etc., are lacking in 
all the villages which affect the wDrking Df crafrt5men. 

The study has rev.ealed that craftsmen are exploited and are deprived of the 
profit accruing to them as a consequence of their hard labour and skill. Lack of 
training facility, shortage of raw ma*-rial on one hand and rising cost on the 
other has hampered the over all development of industry. The guild system 
created by the exporting agencies has further deteriorated the condit,on of poor 
weav~rs. Not only this, taken up by various agencies in this regard are nDt 
sufficient to allure the craftsmen to' continue in this profession. The Govern
ment of India is providing subsidy on export of chindi durrie which if con1jnued 
in future would certainly be a gDod source of valuable forei'gn exchange earnings. 

A grand example of craftsmanship is visible in several var1eties of durries, 
such a cotton carpet, wDollen carpet, silken carpet chindi durrie, cot durrie, 
nawaz durrie etc. A brief account of all these varieties has been described in the 
study with a special emphasis on the traditional pattern of durries woven iii the 
Fatehpur Sikri Development Block. Before the commencement of field work for 
t:be actual study a lot of spade work such as identification, orientat~on and loca
tion of areas producing above type of durries was undertaken by a team of 
dedicated officials of this Directorate comprising Sarva Shri K. D. Pandey, P. K. 
Pathak, V. K. Sinha-all Statistical Assistants and R. C. L. Srivastava, Com
putor under the ab1e guidance of Shri L. C. Rastogi, Investigator. 

The strenuous job of preparing initial draft of this report was done by Shri 
L. C. Rastogi, Investigator under the supervisiDn of Shri R. K. Singh, Deputy 
Director, whO' has alsO' edited the report to provide it a prop~r shape. I am 
thankful to bDth of them and all others in Social Sfudies Division (see acknow
ledgement) for their dedicated hard work. The maps, charts and graphs 
pr.esented in' this vDlume have been prepared by Shri V. K. Jain, Senior Artist 
and Shri H. C. Tiwari, Senior Draftsman under the supervision of Shri J. C. 
Srivastava, Research Officer. ; 

(iii) 
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I would like to express my sincer.e thanks to Shri V. S. Verma, Registrar 
General, India and Dr. K. P. Htaman, Deputy Registrar General (Social Studies) 
for thier valuable guidance in planning and execution of field survey and drafting 
of the report. I am also grateful to Shri M. K. Jain, Senior Research Officer and 
his colleagues in the Social Studies Division of the Office of the Registrar Gene
ral, India for minutely scrutinising this report and giving valuable sUjggestions for 
its improvements. 

In tlhe end I am thankful to Shri B. P. Jain, Deputy Director of the Office of 
Registrar General, India and Sarva Shri R. K. Singh, Deputy Director, 
R. S. Pandey, Assistant Director and R. K. ~axena, Senior Technical Assistant 
(Printing) of my office who had kept a constant watch upon the printing of 
this report. 

Lucknow 
Dated: March 13, 1989 

CHANDAN GOPAL 
of the Indian Administrative Service 

Director of Census Operations, 
UtJtar Pradesh 
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CHAPTER I 

HISTORY OF ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE CRAFT 

How, \\hml and where did ihe craft ol'iginate? 

Durrie weaving is one of our ancient traditional 
crafts and constitutes an important segment of the 
decentralised sector of am economy. It provides 
employment to lakhs of arti:o.ans, '~c::lttcred all over 
the country, especially in rural and semi-urban areas. 
In fact, this craft represcnts rich cultural heritage of 
our country. For the type of economy like ours 
its importance is immense due to the higher employ
ment potentials and minimum investment require
ment. Apart from this, it attracts buyers from the 
foreign markets and for that matter it has the 
avenue of foreign excha.vge eaniings. 

The durrie craft can be classified under the broad 
head of carpets which includes rugs l woollen and 
silk carpets2, numdhas::, gabbas!, druggets and 
durries~'. Thc colourful and artistic varieties of dur
rie are very popular all over the country. 

It is said that the art of weaving has been known 
to the man much before the period of 'Ramayana' 
and 'Mahabharata'. This fact is corroborated by 
writings in our Sanskrit literature where is a men
tion of words "Tantu" and "Ot" fOf 'warp' and 
'weft' respectively. In fact, the origin of this craft 
has thc root in the ages when the story of man 
himself began to be articulated. At that time, a 
good standard of hand made art on fabrication was 
achieved and was liked by all. As a matter of 
fact the description of the art on textile gouds in 
our holy 'Vedas' also confirms its ancient origin. 

Rise and fall in the :~rowth of craft during ditferellt 
periods of history 

Durrie craft has bcen many vicissitudes sincc its 
inception. It is the part of handloom industry. 
With the development of this industry in India tte 
craft also got ample opportunity and encouragement 
for the expansion, specially during Mughal period. 
Afterwards, how the craft survived, is a very painful 
story. It mere attachment of craftS111Cn for their 
profession that has lead it to survive. The other 

factor which hclped in sustaining thc fading glory of 
crafb was their attraction for prcs-:ntatiull a'> a gift 
item. As a mattcr of fact the profession of crafts
menship was then considered symbol of love and 
dedication for those who practised it. Due to the 
influence of Aryan and Dravidian culture in central 
Asia and later on dominance of Islamic and European 
traditions, the fate of weavers remained hanged in 
balance. Astonishingly the art of durrie weaving 
could not flourish to the expectation even during 
the regime of Mughal emperor, Akbar which is well 
known as the golden period for the development of 
craft and culture. 

According to Mr. D. N. Saraf an expert in the 
field, "The Indian pile carpet ~tory b~gin5 in the 16th 
century around 1580 :\ D. when Mughal 
emperor, Akbar brought some Persian weavers to 
I ndia and set up the royal workshop in his own 
palace"." Sir George Birdwood is of the opinion 
that the practice of manllfactlll in)! carpels existed in 
India even before the Muslims. There is, however, 
hardly any evidence to show that it was then ,11 
organised industry except that Abdul-Fazal in his 
Ainc-Akbari has mentioned about the weaving of 
beautiful Zaz<lm. Satrangis, Baluchi\.'1i and fine 
woollen and silken durric~ in India. 

Agra was the tbcll capital of Mughal emperor for 
a pretty long time. The members of the royal 
family were the great patronisers of the art and 
noted for their artistic and colourful taste. Conse
q uently industrialists and artbts thronged the imperial 
city to try their luck. Thus Agra became the home 
land of art and culture in India and continued to be 
the centre of such activities till the capital was ~hift

cd to Delhi. Later on with the downfall of Mq,ghal 
empire there came deterioration in the quality and 
standard. Due to lack of encouragement and 
patron ism, artists were then forced to migrate to 
other places in order to kcep their art and craft 
alive. 

-.----~--------- --..... ----- -- ----_ ------------- ---~------- ~--

1 RIIf,?s-A lining of sacking reinforces the embroidery providing strength and protection against wear and tear. 
2 Woollen tlnd Silk ClIFflet-It is a pile carpet woven with wool and silk. 
3 Nl/lIltlllll.I-A Nmndha is pressed felt prepared simply by evenly spreading wool with certain quantity of 

cotton on mats or sack cloth. 
4 Gahbn.l-Gabbas is a kind of patch wOlk made from different pieces of colourful blankets. 
5 Dilfggcl.1 und dllrrics-A LlLlI rie is a pile less cotton, spread usually woven in a simple stripes of different 
colours running its own length or broken into lectiJinear sections in a single colour. 

Saraf, D.N., Indian Crafts, pclge 200. 
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The durrie craft could survive afterwards only 
due to the dedication and love of the craftsmen for 
their profession. Arkr illlkpclluence the Govern
ment of India has laullched many schemes for the 
expansion and deVelopment of the craftwork in the 
country. The first step in this direction was the 
constitution of the All India Handicraft Bmrd in 
November 1952. The Board has conducted several 
studies in order to invc~tigate the problems confront
ed in the development of craftwork and to find out 
their solutions. With the findings of these ~tudies 

the Board has been in a position to advise for the 
adoption of improved methods of production and 
new attractive designs suiting to the changing tastes. 
In addition to this the Board also advises [or the 
promotion of marketing of various handicraft items. 

The Board has constituted an aCIvisory committee 
for 12 important handicraft items including textile 
printings and carpets. The Regional offiCeS of the 
Board are located at Delhi, Lucknow, Calcutta and 
Bombay. 

The total expenditure allocated for the develop
ment of handicraft in the first Five Year Plan period 
(1950-55) amounted to Rs. 25.87 lakhs which was 
raised to 9 crore during the second Plan. Now the 
position is that for 1986-87 the plan expenditure in 
the central sector is Rs. 10.43 crores. 

The development of handicraft including durrie 
we'Jving occupie5 a significa'nt position in the eco
nomy, especially in view of generating employment 
and export potentialities. According to the export 
Statistics provided by Export Promotion Council, 
New Delhi the value of total export of· woollen 
druggets and durrics during 1986-87 was Rs. 2655.88 
lakhs as against Rs. 2280.83 lakhs in 1984-85. 
Countries like U.K., U.S.A. and other European 
countries are regular buyers of handwoven durries. 

.... 
Name of Important Craft Centres within the State 

The National Council of Applied Economics Re
search (NCAER) New Delhi published a report on 
identification of growth centres of carpet we:lVing 
in 17 selected districts of Uttar Pradesh in 1974. It 
referred Sitapur, Agra, BareilIy, Aligarh, Shahjahan
pur etc. as the production centres of woollen carpets, 
druggets and durrics. 

According to Mr D. N. Saraf l "Uttar Pradesh has 
the largest concentration of weavers and highest 

lSaraf. D. N., Indian Crafts, 1982. 

2 

number of production centres. Among them Mirza
pur-Bhadohi belt comprising Varanasi, Mirzapur, 
Jaunpur and Allahabad districts, is the promll1cnt 
one."! 

Similarly the survey conducted in 1974 by NCAER 
reveals that there were about 74000 weavers 
working on 27000 looms in Mirzapur-Bhadohi belt 
alollc. llowcvcr, the Humber of weavers IS present
ly estimated over a lakh whereas the number of 
looms is ab:.mt 40000. The total value of carpet 
production in this belt is over 90 crore accounting 
~or nC'~.dy (YO to 95 rcr cent of the total production 
of carpets in I nelia. About 95 to 98 per ce'1t I)f 

the production mainly fine quality of hand-woyen 
carpets is exported to countries like U.K. other 
European countries and U.S.A. etc. 

The total number of enterprises engaged in manu
facturing of durries by hand. comes to 5935 wh~reas 
the number of enterprises of cotton carpets woven by 
hand is 8704. Similarly enterprises engaged in 
weaving woollen carpet rugs druggets etc. except 
coil' durrie are 31594. However, the number of 
enterprises preparing Silken durries is only'. 

Manufacturing of durries by hand in Uttar Pradesh 
lies under different sectors. Out of 5935 only 
24 are in co-operative sector, 249 in public sector 
and the rcst are in the private sector. However, 
111 of these units are seasonal. The manufacturing 
of cotton carpet by hand is also under different 
sectors. Out of 8704 units, 72 are in co-operative 
sector and 513 in public sector and rest in private 
sector. In this category also there are 84 units 
working on seasonal basis. As has already been 
stated the number of units weaving silken carpet 
in the state is only 11. All these units are provid
ing employment to 147 persons including one 
female. 

Name of Importnut Craft Centres within the State 

A distinctive style of durrie weaving can be seen 
in different parts of the country. For example in 
the hilly terrain of the country, right from Leh 
(Laddakh) in Jammu and Kashmir to Darjeeling in 
West Bengal, Gangtok (Sikkim), Imphal (Manipur), 
Bomdila and other centres in Arunachal Pradesh 
have different pattern. The Bhavani durries of 
Coimbatore are famous while Salem is known for its 
fine cotton and cotton-silk durries designed in 
brilliant colours. Naval Gaud, a village in Karnataka 
state produces durries of striking and unusual designs 
but the total production is very insignificant. 

~-~--~- --,-_. -----_ 

2.Figures hwe been obtained from the computor sheet of Development Commissioner, New Delhi, 



Obra and Patna in Bihar, warrangal in Anclhra 
Prade~h and Jobct and Tibgan in Madhya Pradesh 
arc among many other important c~ntles in India 
where durrie weaving is carried on traditional pattern 
and is still a flourishing craft. Jaipur and Bikaner 
in Rajasthan, Gwalior in Madhya Pr[1.dcsh, Amritsar 
in Punjab, Srinagar in Jammu & Kashmir, Ellora in 
Andhra Pradesh, Kalimpong in West Bengal and 
Mausalipattam in Tamil Nadu are the other famous 
production centres in India. 

Mr. D. N. Saraf has narrated in his publication 
that the Indian dllrries, especially a ti1ick cotton 
woven fabt ic is popular all over the north and south. 
According to him the technology of dllrrie weaving 
can he seen in its most primitive form in the 
villages of Punjab and Haryana even today. 
Bhotiyas in Darjecling region of West Bengal pre
pare durrie mainly with the designs of dragons and 

:1 

clouds etc. while dUfries made of jute fabrics in 
Bhu)pur of West Bengal are very prominent, 

Plact's of concentration in diff ereut districts of the 
State 

Uttar Padesh has many important centres of 
durrie weaving. The concentration of durrie weavers 
is, however, in Agra and Fatehpur Sikri, Aligarh. 
Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Kanpur and Sitapur. 

At the 1981 Census the work relating to economic 
census was tagged with the first phase of census 
operations wherein information rcla~ing to various 
type of enterprises was collected. 

It may be seen from the table No. 1.1 that iri all 
the districts of the State except Uttarkashi, Pithora
garh and Pi1ibhit have reported establishments deal
ing in weaving crafts. 

TABLE 1'1 

N'llUe of District 

District-wise Enterpri~es and Employment 

Durrk Cotton Carpet WooJlen Carpet Silken Carpet 

Enter
prises 

Employ- Enter- Employ- Enter-
ment rrises ment prises 

Employ- Enter- Employ-
ment prises ment 

Remark 

-------------------------------------------------------------
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

---------------------------------_.._.-~~-~-------..--..---------------
1. Chamoli . 82 145 
2. Tehri Garhwal 12 12 
3. Dchradun 5 1 1 
4. Pauri G3rhwal 1 2 
5. Almora 1 30 150 
6. Nainital 2 2 25 5 36 
7. Saharanpur 5 30 2 4 3 3 
8. MlIzafiarnagar . 10 24 4 59 
9. Bijnor 23 35 11 22 

10. Meerut 4 10 2 14 
11. Gaziabad, 4 83 9 138 6 190 

12. BUlandshahar 59 1001 19 276 33 123 
13. Morad3bad 132 360 14 54 18 36 
14, Rampur 16 90 
15. Budaun 16 47 1 1 38 63 

16. Barei11y 99 750 2 4 21 21 

17. Shahjahanpllr 14 77 389 2049 
18. Aligarh 148 318 49 333 43 304 
19. Mathura. 53 154 4 19 53 371 

20. Agra 1003 3898 669 3111 146 628 

21. Etah 58 143 1 8 8 37 

22 Majnpufi 46 142 12 69 

23 Farrukhabad 9 57 
24 Etawah 78 205 1 3 1 2 

25 Kanpur 243 811 2 17 2 10 

26. Fatehpur 2 9 6 73 1 2 

27. Allahabad 76 304 972 3604 3254 12773 1 2 

28. Jalaun 25 49 151 685 1 4 1 4 

29. Jhansi 51 105 47 246 2 4 
------_._-
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----------- ----_-- ~ ----------------- .------~-~-----------
2 3 4 6 7 3 , -_ -----------------_--- ---- -------- ------- -_---- ----~-----

30. Lalitpur 18 18 
31. Hamirpur 2 2 1 
32. B~nda 41 262 1 
33. Khcri 2 3 2 2 
34. Sitapur 2549 6610 29 77 3 11 
35. Rm\oi 22 295 
36. Unnao 5 84 24 
37. L ucknow 86 297 7 11 19 42 
38. Rae 13arc illy 1 1 3 53 28 616 
39. Rahraich. 1 5 
40. Gomh 6 74 4 39 
41. B2.rab:mki 2 58 74 231 
42. Sultanpuf 15 509 15 584 63 357 
43. Faizabud 3 103 28 1245 2 165 
44 Basti 7 38 13 3 67 
45 Gorakhpur 1 9 4 60 6 151 2 91 
46 Deoria 1 4 1 4 
47. Azamgarh 2 129 25 459 91 133 
48. Jaunpur 604 1610 6345 21963 27 59 
49. Ballia 2 37 43 638 
50. Var,masi. 262 905 27 1\4 14~32 78412 1 5 
51. Mirzapuf 118 IOJ7 71 44-') 1259.1- 70290 3 7 
52. Pratapgarh 13 2.8 82 337 8 46 
53. Ghazipllf 6 31 7 162 491 3786 2 13 

----------------------------------------
TOTAL 5935 20147 8704 34770 31594 171956 11 46 

----------------------------------------------------------
Notes-·Figures have l'een obtained rrom thecomputor sheet of Development Commissioner (Handicraft), New Delhi. 

Particulars of community caste/tribe if any exclusively 
associated with the craft in tIle past 

Before the cst~b1ishment of the Mughal empire, 
the durrie industry is said to have been in the hands 
of local people bdonging to so called lower str'ata of 
Hindu Society. Afterwards this art was given due 
ellcouraegmcnt by the royal family. Gradually the art 
of weaving fine variety of woollen cotton and silken 
carpets totally shifted in the h;J_nds of Muslims of 
lulaha community during the Mughui empire. 

However, the detailed information rc1atinlr to caste 
compo~ition of durrie weavers could not be obtained 
for the country as well as for any r-tate in India from 
any other source. Hence, this aspect has been 
examined in the report on the basi'> of information 
collected during the recent ~urvcy in the selected 
villages of Fatehpur Sikri Development Block of Agra 
district in Uttar Pradesh. According to the informa-

tion collected dl1ring the present survey, the propOl 
tion of Muslim weavers is more than 95 %. Among 
Hindus only scheduleJ castes have recently taken 
up the job of weaving. They have reported to have 
adopted this profession in the' absence of alternate. 
occupation and not becalJ',~ of its profitable proposi
tion. 

The DeveloPlBent Commissioner (Handicraft), 
New Delhi throqgh its office at Agra has conducted a 

survey in Fatehpur Sikri in 1987. According to this 
survey only Muslim community is engaged in the 
industry. As has already been stated the present 
Survey was conducted in three villages selected from 
the Development Block-Fatehpur Sikri. It reveals 
the same story with a slightly different observation 
that some scheduled castes have also taken up this 
job recc:1tly but their involvement in comparison to 
Muslim weavers is very negligible. 

Number of households in tbe state belonging to 
community jtribe engaged in the craft 

The number of households engaged in this craft, 
for the state was not readily available. Howeyer, the 
report of survey cond1,!cted by the Marketing Extens
ion Services at Agra in 1987 reveals that 300 male 
durrie weavers alongwith women-folk and children 
were engaged in weaving of durries etc; on 300 looms 
ir. the Development Block and Municipal Board of 
l-'atehpur Sikri. According to this report aU the 
'J.1eavers belong to Muslim community. On the other' 
hand the present survey has also revealed th:1t only 1 

a few children are now getting involved at a very; 
younger age. Their involvement at a younger age, is 
preferred to produce exquisite designs on durries l 
because of their deft and nimble fingers. 

Durrie weaving is the part of the handloom insutry l 
and it is estimated that one third of the cloth consumed; 



in India is prepared On handloom by nearly a million 
workers. Apart from the specialised caste of wcavers 
there is a considerable proportion of the agricultural 
classes who also take up the job of weaving as a 
subsidiary occupation. The handloom weaving indus
try in India is iqfact the second largest industry after 
agriculture. 

Different handicrafts objects produced at different 
centres in the state 

The Indian carpets and dUfries have been renowned 
world wide for their exquisite design, subtle elegance, 
attractive colours and a symbol of workmanship. The 
carpet lndustry of India h one of the largest consis
tent supplier of carpets to the world market. The 
Mirzapur-Bhadohi belt in Uttar Pradesh is one of the 
largest handloom carpet industries of the world. 

Kashmiri carpets are symbolic of the quality and 
colourful designs. For that matter India is well 
rello\yncJ in the world. These carpets h(lve typical 
local clldracter in every knot which transforms m~re 
material to magnificient creations or wool and silk 
with combination of different colours and designs. 

The weavers of Agra produce the Persian, Turkish 
nnd Abusson varieties of carpets. The carpet industry 
in Jaipur has revived after a long ::,pan of time and is 
now developing rupidly. Both soft back and hard 
back quality carpets are made here. 

In Agra a new innovation in the field of durrie 
making has come into prominence. This variety is 
popularly known as chindi durrie. According to the 
trends observed during the present survey, the crafts
men engaged in weaving of traditional pattern of 
durrie are now rapidly joining the manufacturing of 
chindi floor and bed durries popular all over the 
country. These are mainly wovel_1 in Sitapur, Kanpur, 
Agra and Bareilly districts. 

The woollen artis~ic durries and carpets are used 
throughout the world for v~riou5 purposes. The 
colourful carpets in a room used as iloor covering 
make it more attractive. As a matter of fact durries 
and drugge.ts are among the most valuable type of 
floor covering generally used by rich people. Durries 
are in fact plain carpets gen.erally made of cotton but 
some are made of silk also. The (Ostly \voollen 
carpets are very popular in colder regions of the 
world while cotton durries are often used to cover 
the floor before spreading valuable carpets. 

In Agra different varieties of cotton durries are 
illpde. The prominent among them are floor durries 
and Chindi durries. The sizes of these dunies used 
as bed covers is usually 6' x 4' while the floor durries 

arc made of difIerent sizes according to 
Similarly, the sizes of chindi dunies 
according to the requirement and order. 

the demand. 
also differ 

According to the report availal:le from the office 
of the Assistant Director (Handlooms) Alig:><rh region, 
the production of durries in a yea~- was estimated 
about 7.50 lakh metres in Fatehpur Sikri while 
according to the branch of Development Commissioner 
locateu at Agra the value of Punza and chindi durries 
produced in Fatehpur Sikri was R~, 1.20 crore for 
the year 1987. The production of these objects 
attained a new peak due to their increasing demand 
in the foreign markets. 

Approximate products disposed of through different 
channels 

Durries are sold directly as wcll as indirectly 
through middlemen working [or the export ag~ncies. 

In our country the government has opened many 
shops to deal with the l11mketing of these products. 
For example there are show-rooms of Government of 
Uttar Pradesh viz., U.P. Handlool11s with their 
branches at different places. In addition to this 
UPICA with their show-rooms at different towns are 
working for the sale of these products. Outside the 
country the craft-objects are sold by different Export 
Organisations located in Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Rajas
than, West Bengal and Maharashtra etc. Bcsides, 
there are marc ili~n six hundled other commercial 
institutions in the private sector engaged in marketing 
of the products within the state, outside the state and 
even abroad. 

More than 95 pcr cent of the production is sold 
out by these agcncies and govanment and semi
government institutions. The flicsent trend aLout the 
marketing of durries is favourable to those who are 
producing for sale in abroad. Local consumption of 
durries is decreasing day by day clue to increasing 
cost and chanbc in ta~te at consumers_ Thus only 5 
per cent of the produdion j:, solei directly through 
wcavers. Most of the Wfavcn can 110t compete with 
the big companies due to the la::.:k of capital and low 
bargaining power. Hence they can. not earn even 
reasonable profit. 

The local dem,and is m~t by the government 
agencies like UPICA and U.P. Handlooms etc. They 
procure the articles from artisans and dispose of the 
same through their show-room located in different 
parts of the country. But the percentage of such 
disposal is very low as compared to that exported 
abroad by other private companies. 



Name of different agencies engaged in the de\'clopment 
of the Craft 

During the Seventh plan major emphasis has been 
laid on advance training for the improvement of skill 
of the weavers. Accordingly 57 advanced training 
centres in Jammu and Kashmir and 70 in UtLlr 
Pradesh were set up in addition to 317 primary 
training centres spread over in different parts of the 
country. It was reported in the anl1ual report of the 
Ministry of Textiles that about 1500 weavers were 
likely to be trained during 1986·87.'" 

According to the report some of the major 
grammes taken up for the di:)vclopment of the 
work are as follQws :-

pro
craft-

1. Design and technical developmenf.-Keeping 
in view the strong need to make handieraft produc
tion a viable economic proposition by integrating 
with marketing, 4 Regional and Technical Develop
ment centres located at Bombay, Bangalore, Calcutta 
and Delhi have been opened to provide design and 
technical assistance, training facilities and demons
trations in different crafts to the artisan units. 

2. Survey and Studies.-To strengthen the data 
base for the Handicraft sector a decision was taken to 
utilise the data collected during the first phase of the 
Census Operations as a part of Economic C:nsus. 

3. National Awards to Master craftsmen.-This 
scheme was initiated in 1965. Each award wint_1er is 
presented with a traditional lunzpatm angrllvastram 
and Rs. 5000/- Besides, craftsmen are also awarded 
merit certificates and Rs. 1000/- for their outstand
ing contributian in this field. 

4. Finallcial Assi~t(lnce to Master craftsmen ill 
indigellt circumstances.-During 1986-87 fifteen fresh 
cases were selected for financial assistance under the 
schem~. Till date 168 persons have been receiving 
assistance under this ~cheme. 

5. Publicity and Exhibitiol1.-Extensive pUblicity 
drive on Indian handicrafts through variolls media was 
undertaken. During April- -December 1986 as many 
as 55 such exhibitions were organised in different 
parts of the country through state Hl.!ndicrafts Cor
poratians and voluntary organisations. 

6. Marketing.-For providing proper marketing 
supp'Ort to the artisans, 8 Marketing and Service 
Extension/Centre~ were set up in additian ta 39 
centres already functiol1ing in diflcrent parts of the 
country. These c~ntres continu~d to provide package 
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of assistance to artisans in their efforts to integrate 
production with marketing. 

7. Financial A~~i~taflce.-Financial Assistance is 
provided in two ways. 

(a) Share participation in central/ state corpora
tiolls and marketing co-operati, e &ocielies. 

(b) The state handicraft corporation and Apex 
Co-operative Societies aho financially assist to opcn/ 
lenovalc sale outlets for the marketing of handicrafts. 

8. Export~ of Halldicrafts.-The value of export,;, 
of handicrafts (excluding gems and jeweller) IH!~ 

reached the level of Rs. 535.57 crore during 1984·85. 
In order to :,trengthen the cxpurt of these articles, a 
training programm~ was initialeJ in colloboration \vith 
lIFT (Indian Institute of Foreign Trade) to e"h_,lc~te 

the Export Managers of the State Handicraft 
Corporations in the matter of export procedure~. 

Besides, there arc many government and non· 
govenmcnt agencies engaged in the development of 
the craft indu~try. For exam pie All India Handicraft 
Board was c~tablished in November 1952 with the 
objective to study the problems confronted in the 
development of the handicrafts and • .]so t'O advise the 
government for the solutions of these problems, 
particularly for the improvement and development of 
the production techniques and ]Jew de:,igns 'lccording 
to the changing tastes. There qrc several organisatians 
helping in marketing in India and abroad in addition 
to the active participati'On of the state government 
for its development through [he district level units 'Of 
the Industry Department. In Uttar Pradesh, the 
Directorate of Industry has established its &eparate 
branch named Handicrafts COlporatil)l1S located at 
Kanpur in ord~r to achieve the objective of promot
ing handicraft articles. 

The Handicraft Marketing Exknsion Service 
Centre at Agra is also engag~d in the promotion of 
craft. The centre has provided marketing facilities to 
craftsmen in. the form of financial assi~tance through 
banks and design ?s~istance. it also advises for the 
use of improved variety of tools and equipments etc. 
For the developmental programmes the centre had 
spent Rs. 46920 in 1986-87 !:lad organised 4 product 
promotion programmes and oce fair and festiv,!l 
celebration. 

Despite all the~e ctlorts by the centre and state 
governments, tht; .ltlitude of the craftsmen towards 
thesc developmental activities is not: m1:lch ~ncourging. 
In fact the benefits like fmandal aS5istancc, design 

- -~-- --
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assistance and marketing facilities are beyond the 
reach of a common craftsman. During the survey it 
was observed that due to political interference the 
problem has become more acute. 

Co-operative Societies 

Considering the problems of decentr~lised and 
unorganised sectors the government has encouraged 
co-operative structure for the development of the 
craft work. According to progress statement for 
1984-85 issued by Hathkargha and Vastra-udyog 
Nideshalaya Uttar Pradesh, the c0·opetative sector in 
the field of textile industry has played an important 
role for raising the standard ot living of million of 
weavers in the state. 

Statewise data on durrie products under co
operative sector is however, not available separately. 
In fact agencies engaged in thi~ field only collect the 
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combined statistics on alI the textile goods. Some 
information in respect of co-operative organisation in 
Fatehpur Sikri has been collected through the superin
tendent Production (Handicraft) Agra. 

There are 5 Co-operative Societies in the area. 
All these have been organised by Director Hath
kargha and Vastra Udyog U.P. with the headquarters 
at Fatehpur Sikri. The date of establishment of these 
societies varies. However, the oldest co-operative 
society was started in the year of 1979. For opening 
a co-operative society one has to move an application 
through Regional Textile Insp\.!ctor to the Registrar 
Co-operative Societies. Bye·laws are framed and 
conditions laid therein have to be fulfilled before the 
society is accorded recognition by the Registrar. 

The details of co-operative societies 
Fatehpur Sikri Municipal Board are 
table 1.2. 

functioning in 
presented in 

TABLE 1·2 

Statemelll showing the particulars of Co-operative Societies "in Fatehpur Sikri 
1986-87 

Name of Co-operative Society H.!:ld QUlrters Pf().iu~tion 

in Rupees 
Slle in Rs. 

.-----------~ ~ - - --- _. ---- ------- --~----------

~------~~- --~------------ -----
1. Durrie makers Co-operative Society Ltd. . 
2. Bunker Grah Udyog Sahkari Samiti Ltd. . 
3. H Indloc.>m Production Co-oper,Hi ve S'J';iety Ltd. 
4. Kargha Audl:zyogic Sahkari Samiti Ltd. 
5. Bhartiya Hathkargha Sahkari Samiti Ltd. 

TOTAL 
~----------------------

2 

Fatehpur Sikri 

,. 

3 

47220 
22230 
60200 
28360 
26380 

184440 

4 

21123 
17000 
59500 
24200 
55974 

177797 

Accoding to the statistics available in respect of co
operative sector on durrie craft for 1986-87 (1-7-86 
to 30-6-87), these societies have produced goods 
worth Rs. 184,440 and sold the goods amounting to 
Rs. 177,797. (Source: Regional Office of the Super
intendent Production Hathkargha, Agra). 

In Ultar Pradesh the cotton durries are mostly 
woven in Sitapur, Kanpur, Bareilly and Agra. The 
details in respect of Co-operative Societies in these 
districts are presented in the table 1.3. 

TABLE 1.3 

The particulars of Co-operative Societies in some durrie> weaving districts 
in Uttar Pradesh 

Name of District 

r ________ _ 

1. Sitapur . 
2. Kanpur. 
3. Bareilly. 
4. Agra 

TOTAL 

No. of 

Co-operative Societies 
Working 

- ----_--------
2 

99 
5 

14 
9 

127 

Source; Based on information collected from Regional Offices (Handloom) in Uttar Pradesh. 

No. of 

members 

3 

4742 
55 

473 
250 

5520 

First 

Society started 
durin~ 

4 

1944 
1977 
1947 
1970 

7838 



For organising a co-operative society the minimum 
requirement of members hus now been fixed as 11 
while it was 30 earlier. This has been done in order 
to facilitate the formatiDn of co-operative societies in 
larger number. Similarly, the number of Hathkargha 
in a society has been reduced from 50 to ] 5. For 
getting the membership of a co-operative society one 
has to pay Rs. 1\/- as entry fee, Rs. 51 .. as registration 
fee al')ll~wilh share capital of Rs. 1001-. As already 
mentioned, according to bye-laws framed by them 
some local requirements have to be fulfilled for be
coming a member of the society. These societies are 
run by the committee elected from the members. 

For bringing improvement the government through 
various schemes is strengthening the co-operative 
structure. For example in order to provide working 
capital to co-operative societies, Reserve Bank of India 
takes guarantee. Similarly for improvement of 
managerial capacity the government provides finan
cial assistance to appoint a technical and expert 
secretary for the purpose. 

Training-cum-Production Centres 

The weaving requires technical know how but due 
to the limited resources craftsmen are not in a position 
to provide better training to their children. In order 
to give technical assistance and create a gODd cadre 
from the coming generation, the government has spon
sored many schemes for the training of artisans. I~or 
example in Sikri Hiss IV-a village adjacent to Muni
cipal Board Fatehpur Sikri-a tranining-cum-produc
tion centre has been set up by the government of 
Uttar Pradesh in 1980. ThIS centre has worked some 
time and trained some personnel engaged in the craft
work but due to the non-availability of trainees on 
o_ne or the other reasons this centre has now become 
dormant. The main reason reported for the failure 
of this centre was that private craftsmen provide better 
facilities. to trainees, in cDmparison to government 
training centres. 

A massive training programme was launched by 
the government of India during the year 1976-77 for 
training in carpet/durrie weaving. Under this train
ing programme 318 centres were sanctioned by the 
All India Handicraft Board for the State of Uttar 
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Pradesh. During the year 1978-79, III addition to 
this, about 127 more centres wcre also set up. 

Out of these, 47 centres were set up in the follow
ing districts :-

SI. No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 

District 
Ballia 
Deoria 
Gorakhpur 
Azamgarh 
Faizabad 
Sultanpur 
Gonda 
Barabanki 
Lucknow 
Fatehpur 
Rampur 
Banda 
Allahabad 
Almora 
Bahraich 
Rae BareH 

Total 

Centres 
5 
3 
5 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
5 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 

47 

At each centre training was imparted to 50 young 
boys and girls of the age-group of 12-16. The 
duration of th~ training was of one year. During the 
period of training each one at them was paid a stipend 
of Rs. 60 per month. For each training centre 4 
Master craftsmen/Assistant craftsmen were appointed 
for imparting training. 

According to the study undertaken by the Board, 92 
per cent of trainees have already taken up weaving 
work which is a remarkable achievement. Most of 
the weavers practise craft-work as an additional 
source of earnings during the spare time. They are 
mainly engaged in agricultural operation but due to 
small size of un-economical holdings they have to take 
up an additional occupation to' supplement their earn
ings. It would therefore be more convenie~t and 
beneficial for them if arrangement for training: is made 
nearer to their ~sidence so that their usual engage
ment in agricultural operations is not disturbed. 



CHAPTER II 

CRAFTSMEN IN THEIR RURAL SEfTiNG 

The craft of durrie weaving has been a part of our 
rural economy 'and infact a sOurce of earning for the 
opor rural folk. However, with the changing tas:e 
and complexcities of problems in regard to the avail
ability of raw material and marketing facilities the craft 
is gradually shif-ing to urba!} base. As a matter of 
fact, it would have totally shifted to urban base, had 
the Government of India and the State Government not 
taken timely intervention for the survival of this art in 
rural areas. What ever may be the changing trend 
basically this craft is a rural based small scale indus
try which involves small amount of investment and 
requires less infrastructure. It can very easily and 
conveniently be practicised in rural areas. The main 
problem is provision of raw material at cheaper rate 
and marketing of products at reasonable price with
out involving much transportation cost. The Gov
ernment of India and State Governments are trying 
to develop the craft in their rural settings which has 
necesitated the study of crafts men in the rural areas. 

General plllticniars of villages selected for stndy 

Names 

Dura, Mai Buzurg and Sikri Hissa I~ are the 
villages which have been ~elected for d~ta~led study. 
These villages are located 111 Fatehpur SIkrI Develop
ment RIock in tahsil Kiraoli of district Agra in Uttar 
Prade<ih, The office of the Fatehpur Sikri Develop
ment Block is situated within the municipal limits of 
Fatehrmr Sikri. At the 1981 Census the Develop
ment Block had 79 villages, out of tbese above
mentioned 3 have been selected for the present study. 
These villages were selected in view of the fact that 
the number of hou~eholds engaged in weaving were 
compai'atively higher than the remaillin,~ 76 villages 
in thi<; Development Block. 

Location 

All these villages are arounu the headquarters of 
the Development Block. Dura is located 10 kms 
from the headquarters while Mai Buzurg (3 kms) 
and Sikri Hissa IV (2 kms) are quite close to the 
headquarters of the Development Block. In fact 
Sikri Hissa IV is adjacent to the boundary of munici
pal board. Fatehpur Sikri. 

Dura, the brgest village in terms of both area and 
popUlation, among the selected villages is linked with 
the block headquarters with pucea metalled road and 
surroundeu by villages Tikri, Deorentha in the east, 
Badanpur Barnbai in the west, Sunehara, Arhera in 
the north and Dithwar, Sirauda in the south. The 
village boundary also touches the State boundary of 
Rajasthan. 

Mai Buzurg, though linked with the block head
quarters by only a kachha road is not far away from 
it. This village is bounded by village Undera in the 
east, Gujarpura in the west, Kandaui Barau in the 
north and Hanspura and Deonari in the south. 

Sikri Hissa IV is also adiacent to the Municipal 
Board, Fatehour Sikri. In fact it touches the Agra
Bharatpur road from the northern side. This village 
is bounded by villages Gur-ki .. Mandi in the east, Sikri 
Hissa II in the north-west. From the southern side 
Sikri Hissa IV touches the municipal limit of Fateh
pur Sikri, Municipal Board. 

Dura and Sikri Hissa IV can be approached by the 
pucca ,road from Fatehpnr-Agra-Bharatpur crossing 
at Fatehpur Sikri, merely one kilometre away from 
the town. Tonga and buses ply regularly on this 
route. Mai Buzurg is, however, not easily accessible 
and hence one has to travel on foot to reach the 
village. Bi-cycle, bullock-carts and tractors are the 
modes of transportation for reaching the village. 

The locational particulars are given in table II.1. 

lTABLE II-t 

Location of the selected villa::l'.ls with referenc'.l to this neighbouring 
Villages 

--N;~eofthe Village -----------COd~ East West N:Jrth 
No. 1981 ------:;1-------___ -_-_2_-_-_-~~_-- --3 -------4----------5--- ---=-_______ 6====_· .. _ 

Dura 75 Teekri 
Deorentha 

M'li Buzurg 41 Undera 

Sikri Hi35.l IV 12 G Jr-ki-Mlu::li 

9 

Bad:mpur B:trn
bai 

Gujarpura 

Sikri Hisll II 

Sunehara Dithwar 
Arhera Sikrauda 

Kandaui B:Hau Hanspura 

Sikri Hi>n II 
Deoneri 
Fatehpur Sikri 
Municipal Board 



Amenities and services avuilablc in the "illages 

Since these villages arc well connected and in the 
close proximity of the town, certain services and 
amenities available to these villages are somewhat 
similar to Fetehpur Sikri. The facilities of dispen
sary, telephone, police station, Railway station and 
higher education from the level of high school and 
above available at the town and district headquarters 
Agra. are easily approachable. The villagers quite 
frequency visit these places for availing the facilities. 
However, Dura and Sikri Hissa IV have educational 
facilities upto middle classes while Mai Buzurg has 
educational facility upto primary level. These two 
villages viz., Dura and Sikri Hissa IV have their 
post offices. The vil1:.l[',es Dura has the privilege of 
having a small unit of dispcns:::ry. Power supply is 
available in these vilJagc~. Village Mai Buzurg lacks 
most of these facilities while maximum representa
tion of craftsmen is from this village (more than 
50 per cent). 

There is shortage of drinking water in all the 
three selected villages. Wells and taps are the main 
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source of water supply in Durn and Sikri Hissa 
IV while for Mai Buzurg only wells eire avaihbJe for 
this purpose. Lack of irrigalional facilities in all 
the selected villages has far reaching effect on agri
cultural activities. 

Dura has a commercial bank while other t''.'o 
villages are dt:prived of this facility. No co-opem
tive society has be(.'n form:?d to promote the craft
work in these villages. 

So far as establishment of the training cum-produc
tion centre is concerned only village Sikri Hissa 
IV was provided this facility in 1980 with the 
collaboration of UNICEF (United Nation Inter
national Children·~; Emer::;ency Fund) by the govern
ment of Uttar P'ritdesh However, this centre has 
now become dormant and hence local craftsmen are 
not getting any benefit. 

Amenities available in the villages are given in the 
table n.2. 

TABLE TI·2 

Amenities available within the village as per survey during 1987 

~----"-------------------------------------------------------
Within the Villages 

Amenities ------~---------------------- - Remarks 

Dura Mai BuzJ,lrg Sikri Hissa IV 

------------------------------------------------------------
2 3 4 5 

----------------------------------------------- ------------
1. Railway Station No No No These three villages are located 

2. Motor Road Ye~ No No at a distance of 10, 3 and 2 

3. Police Station No No Yes kilo'TI~tre~ re~pectively from 

4. Post Office Yes No Ye~ Fatehpur Sikri Municipal 

5. Telephone facility No No No town and hence most of tht: 

6. Marketing Centre No No No f.lcilities including Railway 

7. Bank having Credit facility Yes No No Station, Telephone, Post 

8. Co-operative Society No No No Offices and Higher education 

9. Primary School Yes Yes Yes UplO the levd of Higher Secon-

10. Middle School Yes No Yes d"lryetc are available at this 

11. Secondary School No No No place. 

12. Degree College No No No 
13. Training Centre No No Yes 

.-----------------------------------------------------------~ 

Socio-Demographic particulars of the villages 
None of Community/Caste/Tribe 

Among Muslims, Pathan and Zamadar are the 
prominent castes in the selected villages. 

Kori, J atava and Balmiki are the Communities 
which belong to scheduled castes. None from 
scheduled tribe community was recorded during sur
vey in these villages. 

There is cordial relation between Hindus and 
Muslims. They live in the vill-age like a family and 
every villager participates in all the functions without 
any distinction of caste and creed. Although sche
duled castes are considered lower in social hierarchy 
yet the feeling of discrimination is diminishing 
day by day. This is due to the improvement in the 
level of education and .:lose proximity of the town 
where people are becoming more liberal. 



The details about various castes among Hindus 
arc given in table 11.3 alongwith tlleir proportions 
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in the respective villages_ 

TARLE n·3 

Di'itribution of ca'it('s in selected villages (per cent) 

Name of the caste 

Balmiki (SC) 
Brahmin 
Chhipi 
Gareriya 
Jat 
Jalav (SC) 
Kachhi 
KOli 
Kori (SC) 
Lodh 
Lodh Rajput 
Nai 
Raj put 
Vaishya 
Olhers 

All casles . 

Mother tongue 

Hindi is the mother tongue rcporteJ by all Hindus 

and some Muslim popUlation especially by the 

younger one, whereas Urdu was reported as mother 

Dura 

2 

12-70 
2·09 
1-29 

26 -05 
22·99 

1 -13 
3 '38 

10 '13 

2 '09 
5·63 
5'79 

0·73 

100·00 

Name of the villages 

Mai Buzurg 

3 

2'99 
10'45 

2'98 
29 '85 
52·24 

1 '49 

100·00 

Sikri Hisla LV 

4 

2 -13 
6 ·20 

5'43 

37 '60 

1 ·55 

42'44 

H6 
3·49 

100·00 

tongue by Muslim only. Thus religion has not been 
the basis of reporting Hindi as mother tongue. 

Number of households 

The table ITA gives the number of households 
living in these villages. 

TABLE 11-4 

Distribution of households during past Censuses and survey in selected villages 

------ ---_.--- ------ ---~-~"-- -------------------------------------
Census/Survey Number of households in the villages 

Dura Mai Buzurg Sikri Hissa IV 

------------------------------------------------------------
2 3 4 

------------------------------------------------------------
Census 1961 

Census 1971 

Census 1981 

SurveY 1987 

590 
609 
723 

670 

82 
117 

153 

190 

410 

463 

640 
671 

-----------------------------------------------------------_ 
4-21 RGI gg 



The table 1I.4 indicates that all the villages except 
Dura has registered an increase in number of house~ 
holds. The decline in the number of households in 
Dura is because some rich fantilies have migrated 
to cities. Their children after getting higher educa-

Popula,tion Statistics 
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[ion :Jre employed in superior position such as! 
administrative and educational services etc. On 
account of that matter a majority of them have 
~hift~~ from tbe village and settled with their children 
lU Clt10S. -

TABLE U·s 

Population by Sex in selected villages 
----- _- -_--- _-- - ~-~- - -- - ----

-Name of the village 

1 

Dura 

Mai Buzurg 

ri Hissa IVkSr 

P 

M 

F 
p 

M 
F 
p 

M 

F 

1961 

2 

3,102 

691,6 

1,433 

525 

296 

229 

2,294 

1,174 

1,120 

Population 

1971 1981 

3 4 

3,760 4,256 

2,010 2,354 

1,750 1,902 

688 885 

393 502 

295 383 

3,098 4,163 

1,601 2,304 
1,497 1,859 

The decadal variation in the population of these villages i<; presented in table 11.6. 

TABLE·U·6 

DecadaJ variation of population in proportion 

-- --- ----- - - --------- - -- ----------------------- -- -------.. ------- ---- ---
Percentage - deca-da~ariation ------ -----Name of the village 

------------ ---------------- -
1971 1981 1987 

------ ----- ---- -- -----~------_--- - -------_ .. ---_ 

'Dura 

Mai Buzurg 

Skiri Hissa IV 

-----~-~-~--

The proportion of population during each of the 

three consecutive Censuses / Survey indicates that the 

increasing trend has downward tendency. Among 

the villages, Dura has the lowest growth ratc. A • 
comparfltive position of the declining trend in three 

villages is presented in the graph. 

2 3 4 
--~- -- ----- ---- ----- ---_ 

+21 ·21 +13 '19 +7 ·82 

+31 '05 +28 '79 +24 '63 

+35 -os +34 '70 +11 '82 

Traditional occupation of households engaged in any 
handicraft as their traditional occupation 

Cultivation and agricultural labour constitute the 
.!1:ajor proportion of traditional occupation in the 
v~llage<;. Among ~ther tr~djtional occupations in the 
vdlag~s are ret~ll busIl1ess of grocery items, oil 
crus]llng, blacksmIth, barbar and weaving of durrie 
and blanket etc. 



Except durrie weaving none of the households 
in the selected villages was found engaged in any 
other traditional handicraft work. During the survey, 
54 households were found (7 in Dura, 29 in Mai 

I 
Buzurg and 18 in Sikri Hissa IV) engaged in 
dUrfie and carpet weaving. 

Number of households engaged in any handicraft ~s 
their non-traditional occupation 

In none of the villages selected, any household 
was found engaged in any handicraft as ~heir nOll
traditional occupation except durrie weaving. During 
the survey it was found that mostly people from 
Muslim religion practised craft-work but a few 
from scheduled caste community have now taken up 
the occupation of durrie weaving, although their 
number is very small. The scheduled castes were 

earlier working as agricultural labouJ:~rs or marginal 
cultivators. 

Particulars of craftsmen engaged in the craft under 
study 

I n villages Dura, Mai Buzurg and Sikri Hissa IV 
selected for the present study, there were 54 house
holds engaged in; the craft. In Dura and Sikri 
Hissa IV all households engaged in the craft-work 
have been taken for the study while in Mai Buzurg 
out of 29 households engaged in the craft 20 have 
been selected on random basis. Thus out of 
54 households engaged in craft only 45 have been 
taken into account for th50 purpose of this craft 
study. The table II.7 gives the details of households 
and craftsmen with the total population in their res
pective villages. 

TABLE 1I-7 

Di.tributioll of Craftsmen househOlds and their population in the selected villages 

Name of the selected village Total no. of Craftsmen households covered Total No. of working Total population 
and workers engaged in the craft population 

Dura 
Mai Buzurg 
Sikri Hissa IV 

Total .1 

Households 

2 

7 
20 
18 

45 

In comparison to total workers in the villages the 
proportion of craftsmen is the highest in Mai Buzurg 
(18.42 per cent) followed by Sikri Hissa IV (5.66) 
and Dura (1.92). The proportion of working 
population in these villages is, however, not en
couraging. It is 15.58 per cent for Dura while 
21.46 for Mai Buzurg and 16.14 for Sikri Hissa IV. 
The over all participation rate for the selected 
villages is only 16.38 per cent. 

Distribu.tion of honses of cmfts ill the general sl~tth~
, ment pattern of the villag£s 

Concentration of craftsmen household depends 
upon location and traditional links with the craft. 
One household was found in village Dura engaged 
in the craft work even prior to 1940. The same 
household is nnw divided in separate families and all 

Craftsmen 

3 

13 
35 
38 

86 

4 

663 
190 
671 

1524 

5 

4256 
885 

4163 

9304 

arc associated with the craft. Thus the 7 households 
engaged in the craft-work in this village have 
traditional links with the same household which 
initially started the craft-work in the village. As 
such their concentratioll is in the same area. In Mai 
Buzurg the craftsmen households are spread over in 
four small hamlets while in Sikri Hissa IV the 
families practising craft are spread over in all the 
localities of the village. 

The settlement of families engaged in the craft
work in the centre of the village Dura does not 
create any problem. There is no feeling of higher 
and lower class due to their participation in craft 
work. In fact they live in brotherly atmosphere and 
respect each other. The social ties ~re governed in 
these villages according to old and changing attitude 



of the present generation. The new generation is 
ignoring the social norms of the olden days and 
the distinction based on caste and creed is fading 
away gradually. 

Brief. account 011 the general economic conditions of 
craftsmen 

The households engaged in the craft do not face 
any un-employment problem though they are certainly 
under employed. Their economic condition is not 
upto the mark but due to the prevailing cirCllm~tances 
the household engaged in the craft have no ,option 
to take-up another job to improve their lot. Actually 
mo~t of the households are working· on daily 
wages for others, who provide them raw materials, 
tools and implements and also arrange for the 
sale of their product. Generally they have to take 
loan for their work and also for their daily require
ments. Consequently they remain in the grip 
of money lenders who provide them necessary raw 
material etc. Banking facilities are available in 
village Dura only but due to the complicated 
procedure most of the craft~!llen do not prefer to 
apply for loans. In fact their economic condition 
is not satisfactory. There is lot to be done for the 
improvement of their living standard apart from 
providing them funds for running the craft work in
dependently. 

In the absence of ~umci(:nt capital they arc unabl~ 
to purchase the raw material and retain the fillhhcd 
products for .,ale at the appropriatc time when the 
market j~ favourdbk to them. Due to these limita
tions they nre exploited by money lenders. 
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TABLE 

Soc;ial status of craftsmen in t':lC social hierarchy of 
the villages 

Barring 3 out of 45 selected hands, all are the 
followers of Muslim r~ligion. Hindus usually 
do not consider it a very nice profession hence they _ 
do not enter into this industry. Generally Hindus 
who join this industry belong to scheduled caste 
community. However, in case of Muslims it has been 
observed that those in higher income group are 
gradually joining this industry as weavers of chindi 
durries. In fact chindi durric is a new item in the 
field of durrie craft. It has considerable amount of 
export potential and has become a source of foreign 
exchange earnings. 

]n village Dura, households engaged in the craft, 
reported their condition is very good. They are 
doing this job in the absence of any alternate jobs. 
In fact they are ready to abondon this profession i~ 

other remunerative jobs are available. 

Out of 20 households in Mai Buzurg 8 Muslim 
craftsmen descriJ;led their social status as good as 
of others in their neighbourhood. The rest including 
Hindus belonging to scheduled caste did not express 
any opinion on this issue. However, practising of 
durric craft work was not considered as a social dis~ 
ability in all the selected villagcs. 

Den~ographic profile of the practicing craftsmen 

The distribution of population classified by yge, 
sex and marital status indicates that in all tbc_ 
:,clccted villages there were 293 persons belonging 
to craftsmcn household~, of them 159 were males 
and 1.34 females. Thus the sex ratio is quite low 
(843). The table 11.8 gives population by age, sex 
and marital status in the selected Villages. 
H-S 

Po?ulation clas,ified by age' sex an:l marital status 

-------------- --- -_ ... -_--------._---------- ---~-----------------,--------
Age group NeVer MMricli Married Widowed Total population 

r- ------ ----"- ---------, r- ------"------~, 

PM F PM· F 
;--- _-.A. ____ --, r--~ _.A.._ - __ -, 

P M .• F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 -- ------ - - -- ------- -----~- -------------_ --- --- ----_- ---------------
0- 4 38 20 18 38 38 20 18 
5- 9 4S 3t 17 48 3t 17 

10-14 36 2t 15 36 21 15 
15-19 19 II 8 14 5 9 33 16 l7 
20-24 3 3 36 l+ 22 40 17 23 
25-29 2 2 22 15 7 24 11 7 
30-34 15 7 8 15 7 8 
35-44 20 8 12 2l 9 12 
45-54 2l 13 8 2 2 23 13 10 
55-69 6 4 2 6 3 3 12 7 
70 t- 2 2 3 1 • 2 
~----- .. -----------~----,---"..-------------~ .,........,-------_- -.-.~----~---------~--
Tota\ 146 88 58 135 67 68 12 4 8 293 159 134 

-------------------------------------------------------



Table n.8 presents age-wise martial status of the 

persons belonging to craftsmen households in selected 

villages. Most of the persons in the age group 0-9 

years are never married and none below the age of 14 

was found married. The maximum proportion of 

widowed comes under the ages between 45-69 
yedfS. 

About half of the total population is never married 
(49.83 per cent) and 46.07 per cent are married. 
The proportion of widow i" 4.10 per cent. How
ever, percentage of widows is higher than widowers. 

TABLE 1I-9 

Distribution of workers and non-workers classified by sex and educationalleveJ 

EJucatinal Level Total Populati~n Number of w<1rkcl's Nu:nbJr of non w.)rkcrs 
, ______ .A. _____ --, , ____ .A. ____ ---, , ____ .A. ______ , 

p M F p M F p F 

; ----------- -.-~---.- -------- ------------------------ -----~----------------

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
, 
, ----- - - --- ----- _--------------------------------------------------,. 
r 
; Illiterate 22;) ,)J 123 4) 47 2 177 51 126 

Illiterate without educational level 38 33 5 18 18 20 15 5 
f 
[ Pri nary or 1u'1ior B.lsic 21 21 I ·l 1-l 7 7 

Middle 7 7 5 5 2 2 

, 
~ltlri;;ul1n J \ .),' Hi,l'1'Jr S~C JJJlrY 

l 
~ 

t-------------------------------------------------------------
; Total 293 15') 134 86 84 2 207 75 132 
l 
~ __ - ___ " ______ , __ . ______ ____________ .L-_________________ ___________________________ ...-_______ _ 

It is observed from thi~ table that a majority of 

the population belonging to craftsmen household arc 

illiterate. Out of 293 per~on>., 126 (77;13 per cent) 

ur.; totally illiterate. The rest (67) are literate but 

the proportion of literate without educational level 

is high i.e. 56.40 per cent. There was only one 

person in the age-group 20-14 who has passed the 

level of matriculation. In fact practising of craft 

work docs not require !1igher standard of educational 

qualification. It is the dedicated effort of the crafts

men which enables them to produce fine and :,upcriol' 

quality of the product. 

The distribution of households cIa)sifieD by religion 

and mother tongue of the head of the households 

indicates that out of -1.5 household" 3 are Hindus

all scheduled castes and remaining 42 are followers 

of MU>.lim religion. Twe.Wy-four Muslim heads of 

h~usehold have reported their mother tongue as 

Hindi while remaining 18 reported Urdu as !heir 

mother tongue. Thus Hindi was reported as mother 

tongue hy' more than 57 per cent of the Muslims h~ads 

of household. The religion does not appear to have 

link with the mother tOllgue. '1 able 11.10 indicates 

above facts. 



TABLE-II. 10 
Distribution of housebolds classified by religion ca stet 

triM and mother tongue of head of h(IUseholds 
-·ReTigi6n----~-Caste--~-----Language-----

r---~---"---------' 
Hindi Urdu Total 

------i----3- 4 5 
Hindu -:-Jatav ---3--~-'----3 

(SC) 
Muslim 24 18 42 
Ttl -- --_._- ---- 27------[8----- -45-

o a.::__ ___________ _ 
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Among three heads of Hindu households onl~ ..Q!1e, 

was educated as against 19 among 42 Muslim heads 

of household. The only literate head 'Of Hindu 

household was without any level of educat.ion while 

among Muslims literate heads of household 57.89 ,per 

cent were educated upto primary and 31.58 were 

junior basic, Table II.ll indicates the distribution 

of heads of household by educational level. 

TABLE-IUt 

Di-;trib:Jliol) oflta:JlC1J[)ld; cl.milied bY f.:ligian caste/tribe/community, sex and educatiollallevel 

Religion 

1 

Hindu 
Muslim 

-------

Size of household 

Caste 

2 

Jatav (S.C.) 

The popular size of households belonging to crafts

men is 6-7 members. The number of households 

having 8-9 members is 10 and 10-12 members 

2 while there was only one household having more 

than 13 members. 

Type of family 

Similarly families ha"ing self, spouse, unmarried 

SOIlS and daughters are very much popular as out 

of 45 households 18 with 93 members arc in this group 

followed by families having the members as self, 

spouse, married sons and son's wife with or without 

unmarried sons and daughters. Other groups have 

not been specified and consist of 13 households with 

110 members and the next group consists of house-

No. of Number of households by educational level of the 
households head of household 

by sex 
,----"----., lUiterate Literate Primary Middle 

without Or Junior 
M F educa- basic 

tional 
level 

3 4 5 6 7 8 
--------

3 2 1 
42 23 11 6 2 

holds with 68 members. Families having self, spouse 

with or without married sons/daughters and 

widowed mothers are only 3 with 16 members. 

Single members family is one and family consisting 
self, spouse with or without married sons/daughters 
and widowed father is also one. 

Migration particulars 

Migration statistics of craftsmen households reveals 

that out of 45 households 39 are non-migrants 

and remaining 6 had migrated from other places to 

the place of their present residence. Of these 2 came 

from rural areas of Bharatpur district of Rajasthan 

and another 2 from urban areas of Assam State 

while one household inmigrated from Lucknow, 

the capital of Uttar Pradesh and the other from the 

State of Madhya Pradesh. The reason of migr'aLi'Ol1 

in case of household mi,grated from Lucknow was 



acquisition of property from maternal grand father 

while in other cases it was due to terror of dacoits 

and riots, dismissal of service and illl1e:is of r arents. 

17 

However, all the migrated households 'arc residing 

in these villages for more than 20 years. The table 

lIO. II.12 is showing the data given above. 

TABLE 11-12 

Distribution of bouSeholds classified by migration status and duration of stay in the village witb reference to bead of tbe housebolds 

Migration status with reference to place of birth of head of the household No. of house
holds 

Number of households where 
duration of stay in the village of 
head of the household is 

Non-migrant 

----------.---
2 3 

(Non-migrant) Born in the village . 39 39 

Migrant 
(21 -!-years) 

4 

Born outside the district but within the ~tate in district Lucknow (Urban) 

Born outside the state 

State-l Assam (Urban) 

State-2 Rajasthan(Urban) 

State-3 Madhya Pradesh (Rural) . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

------_ ------- -- '-__ ----
Total . 
------

Occupational mobility 

So far as occupational mobility of members of the 
lwuseholds practising durrie craft is concerned there 
were few cases in these three villages. This pheno· 
menon was observed irrespective of th_eir religion and 
caste. However, one case of occupational diversity 

45 39 6 

was observed where son adopted occupation different 
from his father. The number of households having 
subsidiary occupation is small. Out of 45 house
holds only 13 have subsidiary occupations. Subsi
diary occupation includes cultivation, work of band 
master and of washerman. Details about working 
and non~working population of craftsmen households 
are given in table 1I.l3. 
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Out of 293 persons belonging to the 45 craftsmen 
households, 86 are workers, the maximum proaor
tion of workers are in the age-group 15-34 years 
(53 workers) followed by the age1group 35-59 
years (25 workers). 

Hindu workers are only in Mai Buzurg where out 
of 26 persons, 8 workers are engaged in the craft 
work and remaining are non-workers. The total 
numBer of workers belonging to all religions in the 
village is 35 out of 124 population. Similarly, in 
village Dura out of 32 persons only 13 are engaged 
in the craft and in Sikri Hissa IV the number of 
workers is 38 out of 13 7 persons. 

Workers having ages below 14 years are mostly in 
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Sikri Hissa IV where out of 5 workers 3 are engaged 
in this craft. Remaining 2 were reported in the 
village Dura and Mai B-llzurg (one each). There 
are two female workers and both are Muslims from, 
Dura village. They belong to working age-group 
15-59 years. 

In all the selected villages there were 86 persons 
engaged in craft-work. Out of these only 24 melud
ing two females are traditional 'workers in 
durrie weaving while remaining 62 presently engag
ed in durrie weaving joined this craft after discarding 
their traditional occupation. A majority of them 
( 44) were traditional cultivators.' 'fable 11.14 gives 
the statistics on the subject. 

TABLE 11.14 

Distribution of workers classified by traditional and present occupation, sex, and broad age-group 

Traditional occupation 

1 

1 Cultivation 

2. Labours • 

3. Durrie weaving • • 

4. Laundry work • 

5. Mason • • 

6. Agricultural labourer • 

7. Service • • 

8. Stone cutter 

9. Oil merchant. 

Tottll 

Sex Total 

2 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 
F 

No or 
workers 

3 

44 

1 

22 
2 

1 

2 

3 

6 

2 

3 

84 
2 

Number of workers by age-group 
r------------___ ---A. _______ ~ _______ _,: 

0-14 years where 15-34 yea rs where 35-59 years where 60+ years wh~re! 
present occupa- present occupation is present ocdupation is present occo' i 

tion is pation)is 

~--~~ ~----~----. 
Same as Differ- Same as Different 
Col. 1 erent Col. 1 OCCuPation 

4 

2 

2 

occu-
pation 

Durrie 
weaving 

5 

2 

3 

6 

1 

10 
1 

11 
1 

r----"---~ 
Durrie Tailor
weaving ing 

7 8 

so 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

40 

~--~-------'\ 
Same as Different 
Col. 1 occupation 

9 

3 

6 
1 

9 
1 

r--_.)..,-~ 

Durrie Ser
weaving vice 

10 11 

7 

1 

3 

1 

14 1 

r---..A.---,i 
Same as Dlff. l 
Col. 1 erent i 

OCCU-j 

pation I 
----; 

12 13 

- ; 

3 

3 

-~~-----~..---.-- ........ ----,.---~ ....... ---------~------,_--------.. 



bistnbution of workers by present occupation, 
type of occupation and other occupation followed in 

2i 

cases the present occupation is seasonal can ~ 
in table 11.15. . . 

TABLE ILlS 

Distribution of wokrers' type of OC£upation and other oceupation followed in case tbe present occupation is seasonal 

Present occupation No. of members Number of members occupation 
noted in Col. 1 as 

_. Number of members ~~8f'" 
occupation noted in. j:01:''f as 

seasonal and followed[itUh 6tt.~f!' 
occupa~onll;;I'P" 

r-----'-----f" Hoi lin '~4 'J r-----____'O"'-------, 

2 
-------------------

Durrie ~aving . 79 
Band Master 1 
Service 1 
Tailoring I 
Cultivator 4 

Total 86 ---_._------------
The non-workers in the craftsmen hous·;;:holds are 

mostly in the age-group 0-14. Out of 207 non
workers the proportion of female is quite high 
(63 per cent). These are mostly housewives f..nd 
dependents while male non-workers are either full
time students or dependents. 

Demographic profiles of those ,,'ho left the dnrrie 
weaving 

. Besides workers and non-workers in the craftsmen 
households there are households whose traditional 
occupation Was durrie weaving but due to one or 
other reasons they have left this job and adopted 
new one. The number of such households in the 
selected villages is 10 with a population of 64 mero
bers. Their occupation in the past was durrie weav
ing. The maximum. concentration of such members 

Seasonal Perenial 

3 

2 

2 

4 

77 
1 

1 
4 

84 

Occupation 1 O~~O#l!,ln~ 
Cultivator 

5 

2 

2 I. (II; j!f.( 

----;-j-- n'~rJr'l~rn 

is in the age groups of 5-9, 10-14, 25-34;a~1il ~d 
and above. 

Marital status 

The nuptiality pattern of the participating -house~ 
holds was also studied. It indicates tMtt '1Ml~ I 
members are married after attaining the age 'oq ~ 
years while female are married between 15...J19'"·,eai~~' 
Two members of ages ootween 55-69 yeats' ,1l\fijrlf.r! 
found widowed of which one is a female. O1lebftillter,-1 
member who has completed the age of 70 jIttltS ~.'I 
also found widowed. Never married membetpit~l_" 
only in the groups 0-14 and 15-19 yeait. rI'11hCl"i 
total number of members of such housebijldirr-1thUl! 
have never married is 33 (21 males and 12 females). 
The number of married members is 28 (14 each 
male and female). The table indicating tbe't"~ 
is U.16. ",d"".l~, 

T ABLE-II.16 

Distribution of population by age, sex and marital statUs 

Age-group Never married Married Widowed Total popu!ati.Qh . 
r----.A.--~ ... ,----~-------, ,--___.._._ M > • 1·11 1 I 

P M F P M F P M F ;p , 
.r~r 'liJ~,., -------

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 lO 11 .1! r: ::-"1 ~, 

0-4 6 3 3 6 ~' , '3 
5-90 10 6 4 10 6' 4 

10-14 9 5 4 9 $-' l.of 
1$-19 8 7 1 2 2 10 7, 3 
20-24 6 3 3 6 3' ,~.-
25-29 3 3 2 5 :f 
30-34 6 3 3 6 3 3 
35-44 4 2 2 4 2 2 
45-54 2 1 2 1 1 
55-69 3 2 1 2 1 1 5 3 2 
70+ 1 1 1 1 

Total 33 21 12 28 14 14 3 1 2 64 36 28 



~i 
Literacy among the members of ~uch households is 

very low as 52 as out of 64 are illiterate. Among 
12 literates 8 are literate without educational level 
while 3 have attained the level upto primary or 
junior basic and one is educated upto matriculate. 
A further probe into the data collected during the 
survey indicates that illiterates ar~ spread over 
equally in different age-groups while literate without 
educational level mostly concentrated in the age
group of 5-9 and 35 and above. All those who 
have passed the level of primary or junior basic level 
are from the age-group of 15-19 years. The only 
male matriculate is in the age-gnmp of 25-34 years. 

The heads of 5 households are illiterate while 
4- are literate without educational level and one is 
matriculate. 

The analysis of such households by number of 
members reveals that families of 2-5 and 6-7 mem
bers are very popular. The lowest size of house
holds is 2 members and the maximum is 10-12. 
The heads of households of small size of family 
belong to age-group 20-29. 

F~type 
Fifty' per cent of such families are coristituted of 

!'el;f, &pouse and 2-3 members. One household 
belongs to the group self, spouse with or without 
mBn:¢D &9nS (laughters and widowed mother and 
while ~ining 4 are in other groups without any 
s~e;ifi~t:~. JIowever, total number of members 
in >such ~)iiStholds are 38. The table II.17 reveals 
th:e position -of sueD households. 

T ABLE-IIJ7 

~tioll of hoUielwlis .classified by nature of relatioll 
er ... bers to hea4 of the hOllSehold and number of members 

Na.ture of relation of members to head Number Number 
of the household of 

1. -Self, spouse unmarried sons and 
dau,hters 

2. Self, spouse with or without un
married sons/daughters and widowed 
mothers-

3. Other specify 

Tota.l 

2 

5 

1 
4 

10 

members 

3 

25 

3 
38 

64 

.Mitp'~D 

Except one household all !lre rion-migrant. The 
migrated household is from mral area of Uttar 
Pradesh. It had links from the maternal side in 
the village. This household is living at the present 
place of residence for more than 20 years. 

There is predominance of workers in the age
group of 15-34 years while that of non-workers is 
~n the age group 0-14 years. One worker has attain
ed the age of more than 60 years. 

Workers and non-workers 

Survey results reveal that there were 18 workers 
out of 64 persons of 10 households who left the 
traditional craft of durrie weaving. Maximum con
centration is in the age-group 15-34. Most of 
them have adopted the new occupations, such as 
cultivation, agricultural labour, stone cutting, durrie 
selling, trade, general labour, motor mechanic, truck 
driving and service in some institutions. The 
workers in age-group 35-59 have preferred to join 
the work of general labour and stone cutting etc. 

The main reason behind leaving the traditional 
occupations is that the old occupation i.e., durrie 
weaving does not provide them sufficient means of ' 
livelihood. 

The non-workers of such households are maxi· 
mum in the age-group of 0-14 years. Out of 
46 non-workers male constitutes lower proportion in 
comparison to female. Among male non-workers. 
maximum are dependents in the age-group of 0-14 
iind 1 5-19 years. The concentration of female 
non-workers is also in the age-group 0-14 years. 
Most of them are dependents or full time students. 

All the households which left the craft were 
skilled workers but due to low wages, financial 
problems, lack of co-workers and illness they were 
compelled to leave the traditional occupation of' 
durrie weaving. During the survey it has been 
observed that lack of capital resources. has been 
the main problem followed by illness, low wages 
and lack of co-workers in the trade. 



cHAptER III 

PROCESS OF LEARNING 

Durric weaving is a labour oriented industry and 
bas potentials for foreign exchange earnings. It is 
a known fact that durries are prepared in our country 
on looms established in the far flung villages. The 
raw material is supplied to them through the con
tra~tors and the technique of weaving is traditional 
and old fashioned. Hence a better quality of training 
would certainly improve their skill and enable them 
to earn handsome amount. However, during the 
survey enquiry it has been observed that more than 
90 per cent of weavers engaged iq this industry have 
trained their children on traditional pattern. In fact 
the craft work requires skill, dedication and a 
sense of craftsmanship to produce fascinating varieties 
of durries and for acquiring that level of workman
ship training is an essential aspect. 

The hand made durrie, specially, chilldi h a good 
foreign exchange earner. Its demand is increasing 
day by day. But for the production of that variety 
there is a demand of trained and skilled hands in 
this field. The exporters. have to face tough com
petction in foreign markets on account of quality of 
the product. For meeting this challenge they have 
to reduce the price and at the same time they are 
conscious about the improvement in the quality of the 
product. 

Most of the wcavers are traincd on traditional 
pattern. But during the recent years organised efforts 
are being made by the government and some 
private institutions to provide training based on 
modern techniques. 

High level of tc~hnical expertise in craft-work 
provides sufficient ~cope to the workers to produce 
superior quality of goods and V1ereby increase their 

earnings. In fact better training makes the job more 
remunerative and at the same time it helps to keep 
the ancestral art and craft alive. Keeping in view 
these objectives the central as well as. state govern
ments are taking all out efforts for arranging training 
dases. It also aims. to enlighten the creative 
faculties· and inherited skill of the craftsmen. Now 
a days the traditional techniques of production have 
become outdated. By stream lining the process of 
training on the basis of latest technological develop-

ments, the artisans are expected to improve the}r 
production system. This would help them to increase 
productivity on one hand and qUality of the product 
on the other. 

In the beginning and till 1947 weaving was done 
on Taleem system. Under this systeM the master 
weaver goes on speaking about various pro.cedllres 
involved and the weaver works on looms under his 
direction. Tllis procedure is little bit more time 
consuming. 

Weaving art in India is transmitted traditionally 
from one generation to another, under the system 
des.cribed above. parents teach their children which 
they inherited from their ancestors. Thus the process 
of training automatically passes on from ono generation 
to the other. The traditional system is prevelent even 
now. In reality the children dd not participate activity 
but they assist their parents in several ways. While 
they are engaged in weaving. In the -process .!_h~y 
acquire necessary skill, they render SOlml useful service . 
to their parents. 

The government ot India and St"ate. gov.ernments ar-e, 
replacing the system of traditional training by open_.. 
ing training institutions, particularly in the areas 
having concentration of craftsmen. It has come to 
notice that many centres have been opened by th~ 
government for tmining which do not get response 
from weaving community. In fact they do not take. 
interest because they are by and l'arge a fWldamentalist. 
At the initial stage there is hesitation in accepting 
new designs. According to the publication Car~t-e
World volume vm till the lniddle of 1984 approxi
mately 20,000 looms and around one lakh weavers 
were exclusively engaged in durrie making,ll As a 
matter of fa_ct the huge engagement would not alone 
benefit the expansion of this industry. For that matter 
there is a need to have fully trained and skilled -
personnel who can introguce new colour schemeS! 
and designs according to the changing taste of people. 
Due to change in consumer's taste increase in hand
woven articles and the demand for quality goods· it 
is necessary to fulfil the !leed of the time. For the 
reasons stated above it is essential to establish weavers 
service and traini!lg centres. These institutes or.&anise 

--:---:---:----~;---:-::=::~:----=--:- ---------,--
ShahruUak, Cl.l'pets-Volume VIII MinZlpar, page 44 ------_._---
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training workshops, and establish laboratOries for 
developing improved designs and colours schemes 
etc. and are also helpful in investigatio1,l of new tools 
and implements and other accessories. Organising 
training courses of short duration is an additional 
task of these centres. 

As already ~I!tioned in chapter I a training centre 
was set up in Sik~i Hissa IV but! the same has no~ 
achieVed desired results. A training cen~re at Shah
jahanpur was also being run by the Hathk~rgha 
Nigam. It operates 12 centr~s for producip.g skilled 
workers in the art of weaving including durrie 
weaving. 

Although f~ties are being provided by govern
ment! to train the weavers in order to improve the 
craft-work but thesG -efforts are not adequate. There 
should be some financial assi~ance to persu~de them 
for training. 

However, inspite of best cffort~ by government and 
semi-government agencies the~e s~hcmes dQ not 
achieve the required target, mainly due to the fact 
that their circumstances do not permit them to gO' 
out side. Poor economic condition of weavers is 
also responsible for this state of affairs. A majority 
of workers have to work for their livelihood. For 
this purpose they have to work elsewhere also such 
as in agricultural activities. 

It is evident from the table III.1 that almost all the 
artisans in the seJected villages have been. trained on 
traditional pattem wherein the <!It of durrie weaving 
has been passed on from on~ generation to another. 

TABLE 111.1 
Distribution of p~rs{llJs wh:l received training and their 

.r WOrk in the craft (Data-All selected villagess 
duration 

._----
Period No. of Pet'- No. of per- No. of per

sons who 
have not 
received 
training 

----!-

Less than 5 years 
5- 9 

10-1') 
20+ 

Total 

sons sons 
engaged in who recciv
the craft ed training 

from their 
kins 

2 3 4 ._-- ._-----------_._--
22 22 
26 25 
30 30 
14 14 

- ------- ------
92 91 1 

All the 45 heads of households engaged in the 
craft except one in the selected villages have received 

training from their close relatives and kins in a tradi

tional way. The lone exception has reported that he 

did not obtain any formal or informal training for 

durrie weaving. He grasped the whole pr~edure by 

simply observing the work being done by other 

cr~ftsmen in his village. 

Four heads of household have been traiaed by 
their brother and father (two each) while another by 

their uncle. Only one was trained by grand father. 

Thus 9 heads of househO'ld have been t.rained by their 

close kins. Remaining 35 heads of household~ out 

of 44 have taken training from other than close kins. 

Astonishingly one head of household hai no ~raining 
but he continues to work in the craft. 

There are 47 persons other than heads of household 

in the selected yi!lages who are working as craftsmen. 

1 hese persons include wives, sons, brothers, daugh

ters, sister's son and fathers. AU of them were trained 
by their close relatives. 

The other members belonging to the hO'useholds 

practising craft-work have also received training from 

other close relatives. Their total number is 47. Out 
of these 18 are sons, 13 brothers, one each wife, 
daughter, father and sister's son while 12 are other 

male members. They all received training from their 

kins. A detailed account of tIns aspe~t is presented 
in table. II\2. 

TABLE m·2 ...... 

Distribution of Persons wbo recieved traini~ r;om their close )cfus 
","- , ,. 

R;;Uo;~-;iul-;he h;;ad ------- No. ~i-Nu-;be~r;;rson-s englged in the craft by n'lture of work p;Jrforme<i work where the 
persons relative noted at col. 1 re~~.~atning-durrie weaving. 
engaged 

in the 

1 

Self 
Son 

Brother 

craft 
Kin 1 
Father 

_.._.------------~------.---_.-

2 3 

45 2 
18 9 
13 

Kin 2 
Brother 

4 

2 

8 

Kin 3 Kin 4 Kin 5 
Husband Maternal Uncle 

uncle 

5 6 7 

4 

Kin 6 Kin 7 
Mlternal Father
grand- -in-Iaw
father 

8 9 

KinS 
Others 

10 

35 
9 

'" 
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-r----------- --~.-------".----- ---- ---------_.----_. 
2 3 4 

Wife 
Daughter 
Father 
Sister's son 
Other males 

Total 

1 
1 
1 
J 

12 

92 12 

Out of 91 trained craftsmen 5 obtained training by 
paying remuneration while remaining 86 have been 
trained as an obligation without payment of any 
remuneration. 

As far as the period of kailling is concerned out 
of 44 trained hea~s of household 32 took period Qne 
period of less than 6 months, 43 within 6 to 12 
months and 25 in the period more than 2 years. ' 

Average time spent in taking the training is 6 
months to one year by the heads of household. Out 
of 44 trained heads of l}ouseholds 32 took period one 
year for receiving training while pains taking heads 
of household have taken a period of less than <' 
mo~ths in learning the, cra~t-work. 

10 

s 6 7 8 

6 

9 10 

10 

59 

The average time taken by sons for training is 6 
months to one year. Out of 18 sons engaged in the 
craft 11 got training in this duration. On the con
trary out of 13 brothers some have been trained for 
a period more than 2 years and the rest were trained 
for a duration of one year. All the persons in ~e!ec
ted villages presently engaged in the craft work have 
been trained without paying any thin~ in kind or cash 
as fee. . 

The distribution of persons engaged in the craft 
classified by relationship with the head, the persons 
imparted training, period of trai!1ing and remunera
tion is given in table 111-3. 
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TABLE 1U-3 

Distriblltioa of per.on, eal.gel! in tbe craft ~la~5ified by relatlonsbip witb tbe bead of the persons imparted traiqiOl, period of 
trainin& and remuneration 

------_.------ - -- - - -- ---------------------------------------_ 
Relatouhip with the head No. of 

person~ 

eagaged 
in the 
craft 

Number of persons engaged in the craft who received traininJ from 
----------------------------------------
Kin-I Brother for the period Kin-2 F:.lther for the period Kin-3 Uncle for the 

Period 
-------- - _.-------------------------------
Jess than 6 month~ 2 :-years Less than 6 months 2 + years Less than 6 month 
6 months to I year and paid 6 months to 1 year and paid 6 months to 1 year 
remune- and paid remune-.J and paid and paid remune- and paid and paid 
ration remune- ration remune- remune- ration remune- remune-

ration ration ration ration ration 
(0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) 

------------------------------------------------------------
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

~-~--------------------------------------------------------_ 
Stlf 
Son. 
BrOther 
Wife 

. Dau,hter 
Father 
Sister's son 
Others 

45 
18 
13 

I 
1 
1 
1 
12 

2 3 
7 

2 3 3 

--------------------------------------------
Total 92 4 3 3 3 8 3 3 ------------------------------------------------------------

---.. --------. _._-.--_._-_ ... _ .. _---_ .. _------_._._ ~-.----- -._. 

Kins·4 Maternal Kin-S Hus- Kin-6 Mat- Kn-7 Fa- Others for the period Remarks 
iCand..father for band for ernal unCle theroin-laW ---_._-----------------
the period less the Period for the for the Less 6 months to I year Z+Years 
than 6 months less petiod less period-less than 6 

than.6 than 6 than 6 months 
monthq months months 

(0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (R) (0) (R) 

-------------------------------------------------------------
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 -----_ .. -..-....__... ........ ,.....~ ------------------ - --------------------------_ 
1 5 

1 

3 

15 
4 

7 

3 10 
4 
4 

2 One head of house- ' 
hold not taken ' 
training. 

..... ----------- ------------------------------------'"--------------
9 26 3 19 2 

--------------------- - ----------------------'_._------------
·O'-Obligatory. 
'R' -ReIlluneratioQ 



Training centre in the area was opened with the 
view to provide training to ·th~ interested persons 
Some stipend is paid to the trainees but the same is 
not attractive. Since quite a good number of house
holds in the area are iI]terested to take up the weaving 
work, a training centre nearer to their place of resi
dence or in the vicinity would encourage them to 
send their children for training. Some households 
who have established private enterprises in the loca
lity and paying attractive stipend to trainees are much 
rnpre successful than Governlll~nt institutions. There 
is no caste or rtlligious restric~ons in sending children 
for trainiDg to in anyone of institutionfesta.blishment 
by the government or private person~. 

All the 91 craftsmen (including heads of house
hold) feel that their training was adequate for carry
ing on their profession. Among them some people 
feel that the training provided by UNICEF is better 
than traditional way of training. However, they were 
not desirous to participate in any better training 
programme because that ',vould mean them dislod,ge
ment and they cannot afford the same. 

Biographical sketches 

The survey on durrie weavers was conducted in 
1987. During the survey particulars of master crafs
men from each village selected for the study were 
collected. An accoun tof their brief biography in res-

. pect of three master craftsmen is presented in the fol-
lowing paras. l " _-.t 

1. Ajmeri-Master craftsman village Dura 

A.imeri, son of late Muneer, was born in 1962 in 
a very poor family. He is illiterate. At a very young 
age he was involved in the task of durrie making 
after discarding the ancestral profession of washer
man. His un~le Gaffoor was kind enoug.h to provide 
him necessary skill. He was married at a very young 
age to an illiterate woman. He is having three sons. 
During the course of interview he informed that now
a-days training facilities are better as comp.ared to 
earlier days. He has acknowleJged the participation 
of government in providing training facilities to the 
beginners. However, he is of the opinion that training 
facilities are beyond the reach of a common man as 
there is no proper incentive. Gradually people 
engaged in various stages of agricultural operation 
took up this job as their spare-time work in order to 
augment their earning. He has, however, agreed that 
the training procedures now-a-days are qtethodoical & 
scientific in comparison to the days when he was 
trained. 
6-21 RGIj89 
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So far as problems faced by craftsmen are con
cerned he is of the opinion that they are increasin, 
day by day. For example, raw material is not 
easily available on reasonable rate and at the same 
time they do not get reasonable return of their hard 
labour. The weavers are thus exploited in both 
ways because they have to pay high price for raw 
material and have to sell the finished goods at 
cheaper rate. 

2. Hamid-Master cra/tsman--Village Mai Buzurg 

Hamid son of Late Nawab Khan was born in the 
village Mai Buzurg in the year 1959. He is edu
cated upto the primary level and married to an 
illiterate woman. He has one son and two 
daughters. He is known as master craftsman in the 
locality. His ancestors were cultivators but they had 
to adopt durrie weaving work in order to supple
ment their earnings. 

Hamid was trained in craft by Islam at Fatehpur 
Sikri town in his childhood. He was not paid any 
stipend during his training period. 

According to Hamid too, the training facilities for 
durrie making available now-a-days are much better 
than those in the past. The Government now-a
days also provides training facilities which were not 
available during his childhood. 

On enquiring the reason of adopting durrie we'a; 
ing-work he stated non-availability of any alternative 
profitable job, and his low level of education. Accord
ing to him other reasons leading to take up tl1is iob 
are as follows :-

1. One can do this job easily without involving 
any higher standard of education. 

2. This job does not require any built-up 
shelter and can easily by carried out even 
under the shade of tree. 

3. This industry can be started with a small 
amount of investment. 

4. Training facilities can be availed easily 
either with the private practising craftsmen 
or at any government training centre. 

5. The raw material can be obtained and finish
ed goods can be disposed off within a 
distance of not more than 2 kilometre i.e. at 
Fatehpur Sikri town. 

According to him there is a tough competition 
between the producers and those engaged on behalf 
of middlemen at Fatehpur Sikri and at district 
headquarters Agra. 



3. Sabu-Master craftsman-Village Sikri Hissa IV 

Sabu son of Late Babu, is a master craftsman iri 
v&1lage Sikri Hissa IV. He was born in the year 
1955. He got the education upto Vth standard. He 
has two sons and three daughters. 

He was trained by private practising craftsman in 
Fatehpur Sikri town. 
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In the absence of any other alternate job he 
adopted this craft as .his means of livelihood. His 
father was in a private service and had [lothing to 
do with this durrie making work. 

According to him lack of finances, higher cost of 
raw material and inadequate marketing and trainini 
facilities are the main problems. 



CHAPTER IV 

MANUFACTURING PROCESS 

Place of work 

Place of work plays a very important role for the 
development of craft work because it has bearing 
on both quantity and quality of the product. With 
a proper environment and working condition the 
efficiency of weavers is certainly improved. How
ever, durries are among the most inexpensive type 
of floor coverings which can be woven under the 
shadow of trees. The space requirement for durrie 
weaving is small and except in rainy season it can 
be practised even in open. As a matter of fact 
for practising this craft no separate factory or wOfk-

shop is required. It can easily be carried on in the 
premises of the practising househQ~ds as well. 

All the households except few in selected villages 
carryon the weaving operations in the houses where 
they live. The information collected during the 
survey reveals that of the 45 households selected for 
the study, 38 were found working in a part of 
their dwelling houses. Of the remaining, 5 work in 
premises owned by the households but they lived in 
other parts of the villages while two households 
worked at the places owned by others. A detailed 
account of their place of work is presented in 
table IV.1. 

TABLE-IV'1 

Distribution of househOlds and persons engaged in the craft as related to place of work 

-------------------------------------------------~-----------
Place of work of the head of household 

1 

1. Place of dwelling house 

2. Workshop: 
(a) owned by household 

(b) owned by:others . 

No. of households Place of work of persons other than 
where place of work the head of households 
of the head of house- -------------_____ _ 
hold as noted in Same as that of Other Remark 
Col. 1 househOld place 

2 3 4 5 
--~~----~---------~-- ---- .. ------~----

38(77) 

5(11) 

2(4) 

39 

6 

2 

------------------------------------------------------------
Total 45(92) 47 

------------------------------~-----------------------------

Considering the number of weavers by their place 
of work it has been observed that out of 92 weavers, 
77 work in the part of the dwe1lings, 11 in the 
workshops owned by the heads of household which 
were not the part of dwellings and 4 workers prac
tise craft work with the heads of household in the 
premises owned by others. Thus place of work of 
the heads of household and other members of the 
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household associated with it, is the same 
heads of household. It was either own 
place or rented building. 

as the 
dwelling 

The duration of work and place of work in: 
relation to heads of household and other members 
by their age group is presented in table No. IV 2. 
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, The table IV. 2 reveals that none in the age
~group 0-14 was found working for durrie craft. A 
majority of them belong to broad age-group 15-59. 
'There are, however, three workers who are more 
than 60 years of age. Another fact noted is that all 
the workers are male. Considering the duration of 
work in this craft, it is observed that most of the 
heads of the household have joined this profession 
10-20 years earlier while in case of others the 
majority has been found engaged in this profession 
for a duration of 0-9 years i.e., their entrance is 
more recent than the heads of the household. 

Distance from house and mode of transport 

As has already been stated a majority of house
holds carryon the practice of durrie weaving in 
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their dwelling places or nearby, hence they have 
not to travel distant places for work. Out of 
92 workers only 15 have the place of work other 
than the dwelling houses within the radius of 6 kilo
metres. Out of these workers 11 have to travel a 
distance of less than one kilometre from the houses 
to the place of work while remaining 4 have to 
travel 5 kilometres for reaching the place of work. 

As far as mode of transport is concerned, out of 
these, 11 have to travel on foot and 4 use bi-cycle 
for reaching the place of their work. 

Occupied area of the place of work 

Table IV. 3 shows the occupied area by the crafts
men. 

TABLE-IV. 3 

Place of work of persons engaged in the craft classified by area occupied and number of persons working therein 

---------_._-----------------------------~--------~---------------------

Place of work No. of OccuPied area of the place of work 
persons -----------------------
engaged 3-5 sq. 6-10 sq. 11-16 sq. 17-24sq. 25+ 
in the mts. mts. mts. mts. sq mts. 

craft ------------------~-----
No. of No. of No. of No. of No' of 
Persons persons persos Persons persons 
working working Working working working 
in the in the in the in the in the 
place place place place plaee 
of work of work of work of work of work 
noted in noted in noted in noted in noted in 
col.1 col. 1 col. 1 col. I col. 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

-----------------------_;;;..---------------------------------
1. Part of dwelling house 77 4 7 23 8 35 

2. Workshop: 
(a) owned by the household 11 6 3 2 

(b) owned by others 4 3 1 

------.....----------------------------------.----------------
Total 92 4 7 29 14 38 

---------------------------------------------------"----------_ 

. The number of craftsmen working at the places 
other than the part of dwelling houses was 15. Out 
of these 4 were found working in the premises own
ed by others while 11 persons were found working 
at the place owned by the households but house
holds do not reside there. However, in case of all 
the 15 persons the area occupied by them for work 
have sufficient space to carryon their task of craft. 

Problem relating to place of work 

Generally artisans have sufficient working space. 
This is evident from the fact that a majority of 
them have not reported any problem in regard to 
space. 

Actual position of 14 single workers and others 
is given in table IVA. 
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TABLE-IV ·4 

Availability of spaCe by' number otwol'kers 

Area (in sq. metre) 

1 

1. 3-5 . 
2. 6-10 
3, 11-16 
4. 17-24 
5. 25 and above 
-----~ 

Total 
._-----------

Out of 77 persons working in the part of dwelling 
houses, 63 reported no problem regarding the space. 
Similarly, out of 15 persons working in' the work
shops beyond the part of dwellings 13 felt no pro
blem. Thus out of 92 workers only 21 (5 working 
in the workshops) have reported some problems. 
But on further probing it was found that they have 
no sufficient grounds for the dis-satisfaction regard
ing space but they indicated problems on thi~ 
score. 

Purity and pollution 

The participation of workers in durrie weaving 
craft is not considered a menial job. Similarly, it 
has not been associated with any caste or religion. 

Ne. of single workers occupied No. of 2-5 workers Occupied 

-------
2 

1 
5 
3 
2 
3 

14 

3 

3 
2 

26 
12 
35 

92 
~----------

All those who are engaged in craft-work and ('the 
who are not practising craft live together witho. 
aay feelings of degradation. In fact, there is n 
distinction on account of their participation in crafl 
work. 

Brief description of different handicraft objects mad 
by different households 

Furshee, cotton, woollen and chindi durries 
the several prominent varieties of this craft bein 
produced in Fatehpur Sikri Development Block. Th 
table IV.5 gives the statistics of different objec 
produced by different households in the select 
villages by the educational level of the heads of th 
household. 

TABLE-IV'S 

____ D~tributi~~househol~~urut~i~handiaaft~~elate~educatiOnal~ve~ofth~head~fhousehold ____ __j 

Educational h:vel of hcad of household Name of handicraft items No. of households manufactu.] 

-----------------_ ............ _-----------
liliteratd 

LiterJ.te without educational level 

Pt-imaryor Junior Basic 

manufactured turing handicraft items 

1. Furshee durrie 
2. Cotton durrie 
3. Woollen durrie 
4. Chindi durrie 
5. Designed durrie 

Total 

12J 
4 
2 
5 
2 

25 

----------------------
• 1. Furshee Durrie 

2. Woollen durrie 
3. Cotton durrie 
4. Chindi durrie 
5. Designed durri 
6. Zanwas durrie 

Total 

1. Cotton durrie 
2. Cllin~1:i durrie 
3. CarPet 
4. Furshee dunie 

Total 

5 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 

12 

1 
2 
1 
2 

6 



33 

2 3 
--- ---_ ------- ---

Middle 

'Purpose of handicraft items 

1. Furshee durrie :-It is used for floor covering. 
Sometimes these are spread under the costly carpets 
tin the room. These are generally prepared in bigger 
lDzes so as to meet the requirement of floor cover
mg. It is the cheapest type of fioor covering. Most 
d the government and semi-government organisa
'(ions were using Ftl,rshee durries as floor covering 
ItiII 1960 but with the popularity of druggets and 
coir floor coverings its use iF! offices is decre.!l~ng 

day by day. 

2. Cotton durrie :-These are prepared in smaller 
sizes and -are mostly tl£ed to cover the cot or wooden 

Dewan. 

3. WooUen durrie :-These durries are cornpara
,tivciy costlier and have different uses. For instance, 
these are used for covering dewan, cot and Roar. 
These are prepared in different sizes according to 
aeed and demand. 

4. Chindi durrie:-These durries ~re made of 
waste cloth and are liked in foreign countries also. 

1. Furshce durrie 

2. Chindi durrle 

Total 2 

These are prepared in different sizes and used for 
covering the floor or dewan and walls as decoration 
pieces. Sometimes these are used in foreign coun
tries to cover the places where animals are reared. 

5. Designed durries :-These durries are also 
prepared for different purposes with different colour
ful designs. The design is incorporated with the 
help of design map by using threads of various 
colours. -~ 

6. Zanwas durrie :-These are prepared in 
smaller sizes. People use them at the time of 
prayer. These can easily be handled and one can 
move taking this easily from one place to another. 

7. Carpet :-Carpet is woven with piles on the 
basic material of cotton and woollen yarns. It is 
used for various purposes. 

Average number of eacb handicraft item manufac
tured in a month 

The table IV.6 gives the figures of m0!1th1y pro
duction of different types of durries. 

TABLE-IV'6 

Distribution of hou~ebolds manufacturing durries by number of item~ manufactured in a month 

---------------------------------------~------------------

T('tal no. 
of house 
holds 

Name of 
durries 

No. of 
house· 
holds 

Production num ber of durries items reported 
in a month by household 

-------------~----
manufa- Less 
cturing than 

10·25 26·50 51·100 101+ 

durries 10 

------------------------------------------------------------
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

-----------------------------------~~-----------------------

1. Furshee 20 10 8 2 
2. Cotton 6 2 1 2 
3. Woollen 3 1 

4. Chindi 11 1 2 7 
5. Designed 3 2 

6. Zanwas 1 1 

7. Carpet 

-----------------------------------------------------------
Total 45 15 11 5 5 9 

-------- ---------.-----------------



It is observed from the table IV.6 that there has 
been variation in the quantity of various types of 
durries being prepared. Apart from th0 fact that 
quantum of production depends upon demand in the 
market, availability of raw material and other basic 
requirements of the industry too have a dominent 
role in determining the size of production. Besides, 
there are some seasonal variation in the production. 
The main cause of seasonal variation reported was 
disturbance due to heavy rains and humidity in 
summer season. During these seasons the produc
tivity is reduced due to weather and climatic condi
tions. By and large winter season is comparatively 
more convenient for weaving operation when there 
is less humidity and less distUl'bance on account of 
rains. However, some of the weavers have reported 
summer as the most convenient period when days 
are longer and sufficient light is available throughout 
the day. 

Raw material 

In durrie weaving the main raw materials used 
are cotton, silken and woollen yarn and waste cloths, 
while colour is the subsidiary raw material. 

Objects Main material 

1. Cotton durrie-Cotton yarn. 

2. Woollen durrie-Cotton yarn and woollen 
yarn. 

3. S_ilkin durrie-Cotton yarn and silken yarn. 
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4. Chindi durrie-Cotton yarn and pieceil of 
cloth. 

Cotton yarn is used as warp in all the cases of 
durrie making with some exceptions while weft 
material may differ. In case of woollen durrie the 
weft is of woollen yarn while in case of· silken it is 

. silken yarn. In case of chindi durrie, waste pieces 
of cloth are used as weft. For cotton durrie cotton 
yarn is used both as warp and weft. 

Actually durrie weaving has important elements 
viz., warp and weft. The term warp means; 'longi
tudinal durrie and appear free in the end webs and 
frings. These form the foundation of the durrie and 
the weft is threaded around them'. The weft means 
'the transverse threads which traverses the durrie 
from side to side, passing in front of, and behind, 
alternate warp threads.' 

The other raw material is colour. But the same 
is rarely required in this area because dyed yarn is 
supplied and used in these selected vi11ages. 

The average monthly requirement of yarn for 
different handicraft items varies according to the 
fluctuation in production which depends upon demand 
and other seasonal factors described earlier. The 
table IV.7 gives figures of monthly consumption of 
raw material according to different handicraft items 

produced in the selected villages. 

TABLE-IV'7 

Distribution of monthly consumption of material for manufacturing items of handicrafts 

Number of handicraft items manufacturing No. of households 
manufacturing 

handicraft items 

Average monthly consumption of 
each raw material (in kg.) 

r------~--------~ 
VVarp VVeft 

-----_.-_-----------------------------_.._--------------------------.... __ 
1 2 3 4 

---------_..------------------------------------------------
1. Furshee durrie 20 673 4353 
2. Cotton durrie 6 127 947 
3. VVooJJen <lurrie . 3 130 815 

4. Chindi durrie 11 2145 11100 

5. Designed durrie 3 63 383 

6. Zanwas durrie 1 5 10 

7. Carpet 1 15 240 

Total 45 3158 17848 

----------------------------------------------------------
From table IV.7, it is observed that chindi durries are more popular followed by furshee durries. 
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T~BLE-IV'8 

The average monthly consumption of raw material 
classified by the educational level is presented in table 

IV-8. 

Anrage monthly consumption of raw material for manufacturing items of different type of durr,ie by educational level of the head of 
household 

Ed~tional level of the head of household Name of different type of 
durries manufactured 

2 

No. of 
house-
holds 
manufac-
turing 
craft 
items 

3 

Average monthly 
consumption of 
each raw material 

in (Kg.) 

--------
Warp Weft 

4 5 
-----------------------------------------------.------------
Illiterate 1. Furshee 

2. Cotton 
3. Woollen 
4. Chindi 
5. Designed 

----
Literate without educational level I. FUfshee 

2. Woollen 
3. Cotton 
4. Chindi 
5. DeSigned 
6. Zanwas 

Primary or Junior Basic • 1. Cotton 
2. Chindi 
3. Furshee 
4. Carpet 

Middle 1. LQtton 
2. Furshee 
3. Designed 
4. Chindi 

12 
4 
2 
5 
2 

5 
1 
1 
3 
1 

1 
2 
2 

394 
92 

110 
1000 

34 

154 
20 
15 

370 
20 
5 

20 
700 

45 
15 

80 

75 

2035 
755 
715 

8000* 
176 

1631 
]00 
92 

2900* 
207 
10 

100 
5600* 

195 
240 

492 

600* 
--------------------------------------------------------------

*Cloth Pi¢ces. 

The figures in table IV.8 are inclusive of perenial 
and seasonal units engaged in preparing various types 
of durrie. In fact quantity of product depends upon 
availability of raw material and climatic conditions. 

The ratio of warp and weft varies according to 

quality of goods produced. These are ,presented in 

table IV.9. 

TABLE-IV'9 

Ratio .of warp and weft 

------------------~------.-----------~-~-----~-----------------

Name of the selected village Ratio of warp ,and weft 
-------------------------------------------- ----------------

2 

----~----------------------------- ............. -------------------__.__--------
1. Dura. 
2. Mai Buzurg. 
3. Sikri Hissa IV 

1 '4 
1 'S 
1 '8 

-------~-------------------------~------------------------_ 
7-21_RGIj89 
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Easy procurement of raw material preferably 
the place of work is helpful in increasing the produc
tion and reducing the cost. However, in all the 
selected villages raw material for dunie manufac
turing is procured from outside the villages. It was 
reported that most of the craftsmen procure the 
raw material from neighbouring town, Fatehpur 
Sikri. Village Dura is linked with pucca road from 
the town, hence people generally bring raw material 
on bi-cycle/tanga, occassionally by bus and some
times they carry it as head load. Similarly, Sikri 

at}-li~sa IV is also connected by road but people _gene
rally u~c ~hort cut route and trawl on foot with 
the raw material as head load. In fact, the short 
cut route across the hilly track reduces the distance 
upto 2 kilometres. In case of Mai Buzurg people 
generally bring raw material on bi-cycle or on foot 
as there is no pucca road connecting the town 
with the village. Table IV.10 f,.-ives the data on 
procurement of raw material from the town and its 
mode of transportation. 

TABLE-IV '10 

Num1Jer of households whiCh have procured raw material classified by area from where proclired and mode of transportation 

------------------- - -----~----------...------------------------
Name of raw material used in making durrie No. of 

house
holds 
using 
the raw 
material 

Numb"r of hou~eholds which have procured raw material from 

Area 1 
Fatehpur Sikri and brought to the site by 

means of 

Tanga Cycle On foot Bus 

Area 2 
Other places and 
brought to the site 
by means of 

Cycle On foot 
----" __ - _ ........... - ----.- ---------------------.~---~-~---------.......-----".__._--------_.,_----

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
-------------~--~--~~-----------------------_----------------_ 

1. Warp. 
2. Weft. 
3. Wool. 
4. Cloth pieces 

45 
45 
3 

11 

6 
6 

25 
25 
3 

10 

7 
7 

7 
7 

4 

3 
4 

2 

2 

---------~--~---~~~-~---------------------~~----------------

Problems 

As regards problems for bringing the raw mater
ial, only one household has reported concern about 
it since this particular household does not possess 
own means of transport. Sometimes it becomes 
difficult to bring the raw materials as head load to 
the site safely, particularly during rainy season. 

Technique of manufacturing 

Generally raw material is procured in a form 
which can be used readily as warp and weft. The 
cotton before being used as yarn for weaving, pass
es through various processes like carding, spinning, 
dyeing, warping, sizing etc. Since the craftsmen 
work on contract wage system they are provided 
with the ready-made raw material by the age~nts 
of the big concerns dealing with the trade. How
ever, if the processing of the raw material is done 
in the village, it would increase the cost of produc
tion. For instance, processing of raw material by 
every craftsmen separately would certainly be a 
costly affair in comparison to the processing done at 
a place in large quantity by experts, Besides .!_here 

are other problems like shortage of equipments with 
the households for processing. For example, dyeing 
process requires ample quantity of water but the 
shortage of the same in certain areas creates pro. 
blem. Similarly, neither cotton nor wool is produc
ed in the area. It is brought from other areas for 
spinning, sizing etc. which increases the cost of pro
duction. 

The process of weaving i" not a difficult task. 
It is a simple process generally done by two persons. 
All preliminary process such as making cotton 
suitable for weaving is carried out by those who do 
not weave durrie. Durrie weavers have to go 
through the following processes before they start 
weaving :-

1. Preparation of warp; 

2. Setting up the warp on the beam; 

3. Arranging the warp on the beam; 

4. Tightening the warp; and 

5. Preparation of headles. 

The warp tightly stretched between the upper~
and lower cross beams and stage is set for w,avif)g~ 



the durrie.. .Fir~t the upper. headle is tightened and 
cotton y.arn is passed from right to left. Then the 
lower headle is tightened and cotton yarn is passed 
from left to right. The warp ends attached to the 
lower beam are then arranged. Afterwards a 
thick string of cotton is tied vertically on both the 
sides of the warp. Coloured cotton yarn or pieces 
of cloth are wrapped on it. These strings form two 
sides of the durrie. By pulling the headle in front 
or pushing these back in sequence; the alternate 
warp threads are raised as a body thereby dividing 
the warp into two portions and thus forming a shed 
or opening by pushing the coil of cotton yarn 
by hand through this shed made by two lines of the 
warp. In the weaving of a patterned durrie one 
colour is woven in a required width after which it is 
interlocked with the next colour and then inter
locked again creating a pattern by multiple threads 
of weft without any extra weft. In these processes 
combs, wood scissors and planks etc. are used as 
tools and implements. 

Tools and Implements 

The following tools and implements are used in 
the various processes and stages of production ;-

1. Loom; 

2. Heald; 

3. Knife; 

4. Comb; 

5. Scissors; and 

6. Plank. 

1. Looms :-The durrie loom consists of two 
upright posts and two horizontal beams or wooden 
rollers placed parallel to each Dther, The upper 
beam is placed six or seven feet above the lower 
one. The length of the horizontal beam varies 
according to the width of the durrle to be wo~en. 
Rollers can be three shapes square, round and hexa
gonal. The rollers used at these three selected 
villages are generally of a round shape. It is made 
of shisham or sal wood by the local carpenters. 

.- i~Heald :=-The "warp yarn is threaded through 
the heald. The two healds are made of strings 
attached to the heald shafts. The shafts are 
pieces of thick wood or bamboo. Its length 
varies with the size of durrie. The function of heald 
is to keep the warp uniform according to the design
ed quality of the durrie. Heald is also prepared 
by the local carpenters. "The two headles (healds) 
are attached to a fiat piece of wood by means of 
two bits of strings. This flat piece of wood with 
the headle attached moves up and down a beam 
placed parallel to the warp. Each headle (heald) 

is called a bai. The .parallel beam is called pasbaiid 
and the fiat piece of wood to which the headles are 
attached is called a kamana and resembles to bow. 

The working of headles is such that the two 
parallel pieces of bamboo (gullas) containing the 
loops through which the alternate threads of the 
warp pass, are attached to a small piece of wood 
(kanl.ana), which can be pushed upwards and dowri
wards. The threads of the front row are pulled 
out and form a clear alley (or shed) through which 
the weft thread can be passed. Similarly, if the 
k amana is pushed downwards, the threads of back 
row come to the front and form a passage for the 
weft. Every thread of warp. thus passes through the 
headles. 

3. Kl1ife:-LocaUy called as chhura, the knift is used 
to cut the excess yarn. Its blade is curved and 
made of iron of about 10 centimetres in length. Its 
six centimetre handle is made of wood with 7 centi· 
metre dia-metre. 

4. Comb :-It is a type of iron brush locally 
known as panja. It is used for beating the weft so 
that the texture might become tight and firm. It 
has six centimetre long tapering pronge of iron and 
a wooden round handle of about 15 centimetres. 

5. Scissors :-It is made of wood having crossed 
sticks of bamboo which give the base to the beam. 

6. Planks :-It is strong board of wood. The 
master craftsman and his one or two assistants sit 
on it while weaving. It can be shifted to any level 
at the convenience of the craftsman, because its ends 
are placed at two ladder like stands on each side. 

In addition there are other several tools and equip
ments, though small in size but of immense use for 
the weaving process. They are as follows :-

1. Rope : It is used for tightening the warp. 

2. Wire : It is also used for tightening the warp. 

3. Stones: These are also used to give the 
stability to warp and used as base to the beam. 

4. Tahri, Telua, Bamboo, Brush and Pankha are 
other tools, which are used in process of 
weaving. 

The list of tools is attached at annexure I. 

These traditional tools and implements ~re still in 
use in selected villages. There has been no significant 
change in the technique of production and use of new 
tools and implements. 

Designs 

Durries are generally woven in certain designs. 
The warp threads used in weaving are invariably cottoii 



yarn fot ali types of durries. Th'e base of c'otton yarn 
used as warp differs according to the desired type 
of durrie to be woven. In case of woollen du rrie , 
wool yarn is used as weft while silk yarn is used as 
weit in weaving the silken durrie. Similarly in case 
of chifidi durrie, pieces of cloth are used as weft 
bVt the texture of the warp is invariably cotton 
yarn iff aU the Gases. Sometimes silken yarns are 
uSeG both as warp and weft for producing most 
aft~stic arid sophisticated variety of silken durrie. 
Designs constitute one of the most important require
ment of production and promotion of exports in hand 
knotted carpets and durdes. Therefore, there is para
n10unt ne€d to provide constant guidance to the 
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artisans in the sphere of desigmng and' cotatii 
scheming so as to suit the trends in the world 
markets. Therefore, beautiful designs are worked 
OUt in all types' of dUffieS. Sometimes floral designs 
of silk are woven in cotton durries. The local name 
of :noral design is phuldar. The exercise of making 
designs is done by the exporters and traders in the 
industry. Miscellaneous and scenic beauty are woven 
on durrie. The weavers engaged in the craft work 
have no such botheration to' decide the def>ign. 
Generally the design graph is supplied by the traders 
through their agents and weavers are required to weave 
the durrie according to design and colour as ordered 
by them. 



ANNEXURE-l 

-------~~----~~ ~----~----- ~-~~~----~---

Name of tools Equipmcnts 

1. Bamb(}.o 

2. B.\lli 

3. Rope 

4. Co;nb 

5. Wire 

6. Stone 

7. WOJdC'l Scissors 

8. Tahr,i 

9. Telua 

To bep the warp and 
weft in ta~t. 

It is used for maki!' g frame 
for loom. 

To k ?ep the warp tight. 

To keep the yarn in (he 
loom tight. 

To keep the warp and weft 
tight of the loom. 

To keep the frame in a 
stable position. 

This is base of handle. 

This i~ used for keeping 
the yarn in w<)oden rod. 

To kellp the lew I of durrie 
intact it is used. 

._---_._ ---~-~--------- - ----. __ 
Namc of tools Equipments 

10. Knife 

II. Brush 

12. P.\tra 

14' Ch.1rkha 

15. Pallkash 

Purpose 

It i<; used to cut the unwal~ted 
yarn. 

To keep the durde clean it 
is used. 

I t is made 0 f wo od and wea. 
vcr uses it at the time of 
actual weaving. He sits 
on it and takef positior, fo 
weaving. 

To keep the WMp and weft 
up and down it is used. 

To keep the yarn open it is 
used. 

This toni is usea in keeping 
the balli ill tact at a place 
for headle. 



CHAPTER V 

MARKETING 

Marketing plays an important role in the develop
ment and survival of any irtdustry. This state of fact 
is true particularly in case of rural based indus
tries where due to poor marke~ing facilities the 
workers cannot get due reward of their hard 
labour. In such areas there is lack of managerial 
capacity in exploring the suitable markets. In fact 
due to shortage of capital resources etc. weavers are 
bound to sell their entire product to middlemen. 
For instance, in the absence of a proper marketing 
organisation adequate profit does not accnle to the 
worker on account of their weak bargaining power and 
the existence of cut-throat competition in the markets 
located in far flung urban areas. 

The pile less durries produced in villages selected 
from Fatehpur Sikri Development Block find a ready 
market not only at its district headquarters, Agra 
but also at Delhi, Kanpur and Lucknow and many 
capital cities of other states in India and even in 
abroad. Report on Countrywise Export Statistics for 
the year 1983-85 by Ministry of Textiles referred 
the name of countries where durrie are exported. 
The name of main countries among them are France, 
West Germany, Italy, Sweden, Switzerland, United 
Kingdom, Japan, U. S. A. etc. The loom-owners 
generally sell their product to the local dealers 
particularly to agents and middlemen of various 
leading organisati'ons in this field. Since the weavers 
can not keep their meagre capital blocked for long 

hence their bargaining power is considerably reduced 
'and they are bound to sell the craft items at a 
cheaper rate. 

The marketing of handicrafts items including 
durries is done mainly through following modes :-

1. Private 

2. Co-operative 

3. Public Sector 

The bane of durrie marketjn.~ is largely in the 
hands of middlemen who thrive at the expense of the 
artisans on the one hand and consumers on the other. 
Private producers of durrie have limited capital 
resources and as such are not in a position to organise 
a steady market for themselves. Facilities of co
operative marketing have been extended in some areas 
but there are very few in the selected villages of 
the block. No Public sector agency is functioning in 
this area to facilitate and organise the marketing pro
cess for the artisans. 

In order to understand the marketing of the durrie 
handicraft it would be better to know how many 
dUfries are produced and disposed off directly and 
how many durries are procured by middlemen. The 
table V.l giv~s tl~ figures of durries disposed oIT 
directly and procured by middlemen from those who 
are working on contract rate basis. 

TABLE-V'l 

Nil n'nr of h,)u,ehohh manufacturing handicraft items by religion classified by quantity produced and type of product 

------ -~ - -- - -~-----'---'-'-"~ -~ -- - - - - _-- --'- ----.--.- ~--~ - --~.-~--
Religion 

1 

Muslim 

Hindu Jatava 

Name of handicraft item 
manufactured 

~----------'--'-"-'-' 

2 

Floor 
Cot 
Designed 
Zanwas 
WOollen 
Chiudi 
Carpet 
Cbindi 

--------.---------
Tota.l ---_._-- . --_-_._--- .~" -- .. - -~.---.-

No. of households 
manufacturing the 

items 

3 

20 
6 
3 
1 
3 
8 
1 
3 

.--------. 
45 

Durries gold against Durries:supplicrl 
cash to agents 

4 

245 

245 

5 

3966 
3613 

95 
240 

1900 
.28600 

285 
3700 

42399 ._-----------_ .. _---------_ 
40 



· During the year only 245 furshee durries were sold 
directly while 42,399 of different types manufactured 
in a year were supplied to thd agents. The tctal pro
duction of carpet and durries comes to 42,644 
in a year. Only negligible proportion (0.55 per cent) 
of goods prepared are disposed off directly on cash 
basis and there are mainly durries meant for floor 
covering. However, only 6.20 per cent of floor 
durries produced are sold directly in the market. 

Floor durries are, often used to cover the floor 
before spreading valuable carpets while cot durries 
are used for covering beds. Designed durries are 
sometimes hanged on wall as a show piece and 
zanwas durries are used at the time of offering prayer 
to God. - Sometimes woollen durries are used to cover 
the floor in place of valuable woollen carpets. Chindi 
durries have various uses. Actually these durries are 
costly and liked by foreigners generally in colder 
regions. Sometimes these are used as shed for 
animals. Carpet are also us¢d for covering the floor 
and Diwan. 

Only two households out of 45 engaged in the 
craft-work sell durries to shop-keepers in Fatehpur 
Sikri on the cash basis. However, their turnover does 
not exceed 125 durries in a year. The remaining heads 
of household and their family members are work
ing for big concerns engaged in the field of export. 
After manufacturing, durries are handed over to the 
representatives of big durrie and carpet companies. 
They work for these concerns in lieu of wages. 

Durrie weavers in the selected villages are usually 
paid daily wages at lower rate. The entire margin of 
profit goes into the pockets of dealers. In actual 
practice the durrie dealer advances money to 
weavers at high rate of interest ranging between 
Rs. 2-3 per cent per month. Generally the weaver 
purchases yarns on credit basis from dealers and sells 
the produce at cheaper rate to the same dealer after 
weaving. Thus under the process, the weaver has to 
bear loss on two counts, firstly by paying higher price 
of raw material and secondly by selling the produce 
at a lower rate. Apart from this the weaver has to 
pay high rate of interest to dealers on the amount of 
advances taken from them. On the other hand the 
weavers who are not in the: grip of dealers take durries 
to different shop-keepers for sale. A process of bar
gaining between the shop-keeper and weaver goes on 
till the price is settled. However, while paying 
the amount of sales proceed the dealer invariably 
deducts 3 per cent discount. There are only a few 
who can transact freely in such a manner. 

It has thus been observed during the survey that 
most of the weavers are totally at the mercy ot 
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the creditors and the dealers. They are obliged to 
sell entire product to the df;'aler the v(Cry day without 
"aring the trrnd in the market otherwise they will have 
to starve the next day. Thus the weaver is totally in 
the grip of creditor who may offer a reasonable or 
unreasonable price but the weaver will have to 
acc~pt the same. But as the circumstances would 
have it, the offered price is not sufficient for the weaver 
to pull on their livelihood. As has already been stated, 
a majority of weavers are paid workers who weave 
durries on rate contract basis. It has, however, 
been observed during the survey that due to improved 
conditions and awakening among the durrie weavers 
a profit of 5 to 10 per cent is earned by those who 
weave and sell directly in the market on cash basis. 
However, the number. of such weavers is very small. 
The survey conducted in three villages has. revealed 
that only two households are in touch with the market 
and their sale varies between 200-245 durries in a 
year. 

There is no weaver in the village engaged in export 
business of durrie. Durrie export is actually done 
by big traders through their agents. These agents 
distribute raw material to the craftsmen with graphs 
of designs and ask them to prepare the required 
quantity of durries on that pattern. In .:mch case they 
are paid workers only. These durries are collected 
by the same agent for onward transmission to the 
concerned quarters as per instructions of the dealers. 

Durrie manufactured in the villages have no local 
demand. The villagers usually supply cotton to 
weavers and ask them to prepare durries for them on 
payment of some labour charges. Generally the 
\veacvers arc paid in kind only but sometimes 
cash is also paid. The amount of wages paid is how
ever, equivalent to two days labour charges only. 

As ragards the problems of weavers it has been 
observed that their economic condition is very poor. 
Sometimes they are on the verge of starvation in spite 
of the hard work done by them. On the other 
hand their financier-cum-dealers have simply been 
thriving on them. Non-availability or raw material 
at cheaper rate and lack of capital resources are infact 
the prominent problems for the weavers. They are not 
in a position to keep their meagre capital hlocked 
for long time hence their bargaining power is con
siderably reduced and they are forced to sell the 
products at a cheaper rate. Similarly they cannot 
arrange their products at the place which would yield 
them good profit. 

The existing system for the marketing is thus 
defective. Althou-gh taste and areas of consumption 

are changing but only a few in this fieq are trying 



to follow the changing pattern. There.i~ no prop.::r 
facility of publi4:ity. In lllany ca::.cs arti~,ll1~ do not 
know in which parts of the country their goods arc 
used or who are the buyers. Tho artisans are 
depressed and due to the pressure they do not bother 
for the quality of the product. 

The table V.l shows that the cash dealing in this 
handicraft is negligible in comparison to the disposal 
of good in other styles. As already mentioned goods 
are generally manufactured on wage contract basis 
and all the goods thus produced J!re procured by the 
agents of big concerns and these are kept in the 
possession of different agencies for final disposal. 

There is only one head of household in these 
selected villages who disposes of goods in the city 
outside the village and his supply of furshee durrie 
is regular. No other household out of 45 reported 
such peculiarity. 

It was revealed during the survey that only furshee 
durries are disposed of directly to the consumers. 
Two households sell 46 per cent of their finished pro
ducts directly while remaining 54 per cent is procured 
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by the middlemen. These two hOLl~eholds have 
rcpOltcd the margin of profit ranging between 
45 to 50 per cent. The size of furshce durrie is 
generally 7~ X 15'. The average range of disposal of 
finished product per year was 200-245 durries. 

No household reported any problem in dispo5.in,e; 
of their finished products. It is clear that all the 
goods generally are procured and sold by the middle
men. However, under the circumstances the main 
problem for the weavers of getting due reward of their 
hard labour remains unsolved. 

In nut-shell, the weavers are poor. They do not 
have enough resources to finance their profession. 
They are in fact in the grip of creditors who offer 
prices of product at their sweet will. Moreover, the 
weavers are neither aware of markets which would 
fetch them good returns nor any governmental agency 
has so far come forward to facilitate the marketing 
of their product. In any case, if this traditional craft 
is to survive among the rural masses of our country 
the plight of the weavers shall have to be given due 
consideration. 



• 

CHAPTER-VI 

cRXFT AND EMPLOYMENT 

]n a country like India where the level of disguised 
under employment and unemployment is so wide
spread, it is very difficult to assess the actual level of 
em}?loyment. No doubt, durrie craft, being a house
hold industry has enormous scope of generating em
plo:yment opportunities but it has not proved so and 
neither it seems to provide any significant contribu
tion 'in this regard in near future. This rural based 
traditional craft has a unique place in the craft map 
of the country but it has failed to attract the un
employed to join the band of craftsman. There are 
mail)· 'reasons for such state of position. For instance 
the marketing facilities for sale of dunies are not 
adeiplBte and raw material is not available at reason-

able rate. Above all people who join this industiy 
do not get enough to meet the bare necessities of life . 
With the introduction of the new variety famous 
as chindi durrie there seems to be revival of the 
craft because this variety has export potential and its 
demand in foreign market is increasing day by day. 

Period of origin in the village 

During the survey the knowledgeable old persons 
have reported the ongin of this craft in selected 
villages in the early forty's of this century. The in
formation collected during the survey in this regard 
is presented in table VI.l. 

Distribution of households reporfei1 about starting of the craft in the village classified by broad agt-group of the head of households in all 

selected villages 

---------------
Broad age-group of the head of the hou<;ehold No. of households 

engaged in the craft 

Number of household'i reported ahout thl' ~tarting of the craft 
. in the viJlage. 

;-----
___ -.A. 

~----., 

After 1947 Before 1940 Period not knOwn 

-----~--~--------~--~----- ,-------------~-----------

1 2 3 4 

------------------------------------------------~------------
0-14 

15-34 
35-59 
60+ 

23 
19 

3 

13 
16 
1 

3 

2 

7 
3 

-------~------~----------------------------------------------
Total . 45 30 5 10 

- - ----------- ---_ --------------------~--.-..(----------...._.-------
Cirthlbstllhces un'der which different household of 
craft_n came to be associated with rthe craft 

There have been different circumstances under 
which people living in the selected villages came to 
b~ associated with the craft. The prominent one 
among them is non-availability of alternate employ
ment in these villages. Agriculture is not much 
remunerative as there does not exist proper land 
labour ratio. People have to often work hard on 
uneconomical land holdings which do not have 
irrigational facilities. In such circumstances they 
have tb seek alternative einployment avenues. Fortu
nateJt the nearest town, Fatehput Sikri has plenty of 
pedi1l~ engaged in dmi.'ie weaving craft and many 
relatives of these villagers are ehgtlged in the craft-
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work there. In fact their relatives in the town have 
helped them to join this industry. They not only im
part training to villagers bu~ also provide raw 
material and help in maintaining links with dealers 
at the headquarters, Agra. The introduction of new 
variety of durrie popularly knowll as chindi durrie 
has great export potential. It is attracting, more and 
more weavers. The remuneration in this craft is 
much encouraging than those of old traditional 
cotton durries. On the other hand export potential 
of this craft is creating wider scope of employment 
opportunities. With the result households who had 
never been in the industry are joining this craft. 

During the survey it was observed that out of 45 
households, 3 have .joined this industry recently. 



All these households are of Hindus belonging to 
scheduled caste community. 

Households wanting/not wanting their sons and 
daughters engaged in the same craft 

During the survey, it was enquired from the heads 
of 45 households whether they would like to associate 
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their sons and daughters with the durrie craft. This 
state of position is presented in table VI.2. 

There are 15 houeholds who have vouched in 
favour while 30 do not want their wards to eIIItet" into 

this profession. The reasons stated by those who 
have opined in favour of this professioll I\TC, 

TABLE-VI'2 

Household wanting/not wanting to bave heir s()ns/d.lugbters engaged in the craft with reasons thereof cla,sified by educationalllWei of 
the bead of the bOlalhoJd ' 

Educational level of the head of the household 

1 

Illitetate 
Literate without educational level 
Primary or Junior High 

Basic 
Middle 

Total 

No. of 
house
holds 
engaged 
that 
craft 

2 

25 
L! 

6 
2 

45 

Numb;:r of households wanting 
to haVe their sons/daughters 
engaged in th~ sam} craft to 

r-~----.A.------., 

Reason Reason Reason 
123 

Only House Goo;! 
source orient- futUre 
of live- ted job prospect 
1ihood good due to 

earnings increasing 
demand of 
these items 

3 4 5 

5 3 
4 

2 

11 J 

:Number of households not 
wanting to have their sons/ 

daughters engaged in the same 
craft due to 

r- - - -___ ---A. ___ ---, 

Reason Reason Reason 
I 2 3 

Financial Low No 
problem wages interest 

are 
paid 

6 7 X 
---~ 

12 5 
2 4 

4 

15 13 2 
,-..------------ -~---~---------~--- .. -----------~--~- -~-- ---------------

(i) durrie craft is their only source of livelihood, 
(ii) It can conveniently be carried on by the house
hold along with other job at the same place and 
(iii) it ha,s good future prospect in view of increasing 
dem<ind in foreign markets. A majority of house
holds Oi) has stat¢ the first reason. Five of the 
households stating the first reason are illiterate while 
households stating the second reason were also 
illiterate. There is only one head of households who 
foresees a hetter future prospect in this craft. 

Households not wanting their sons/daughters engai!ed 

in the same craft 

Number of hou~eholds engaged in the craft and 
not wanting their sons! daughters to join this industry 
is 30. Out of these 17 are illeterate, 7 literate without 
educational level and 6 are educated upto the level of 

primary school. 

Half of the households not wanting their children 
to join durrie craft Imve stated financial problems. 

Out of these 12 were found illiterate, 2 literate with
out educational level and remaining one was educated 
upto the level of primary school. 

Out of remaining 15 households 13 did not prefer 
to induct their children in industry of durrie weaving 
because of low wages. Of these thirteen households 
only 8 are literate. Two households have reported 
no interest in durrie weaving hence they would not 
like their children to enter into this industry. Both 
'the households are literate, one is without any cdu
cationallevel while the other is educated upto primary 
school. 

Approximate number of households and penons ell
gaged in this craft during different periods 

It has already been U1cntioned the originJ of craft in 
all the selected villages is not beyond the fourth decade 
of this century. The table VI.3 presen~ ~mplete 
picture in this re~d. 
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The table VI.3 indicates that there is an 
increasing trend in the number of households and 
persons joining the craft in all the selected villages. 
Prior to 1940 only five households were reported for 
while presently 54 households 'are engaged in the craft. 
Similarly less than 10 persons were engaged in the 
craft in all the three selected villages but presently 
their number bas increased by more than 100. 
However, the upsurge in the number is due to rise 
in tbe population of the households practising this 
craft work. An enquiry during the survey has 
revealed that the craft work is being carried on by 
only those whose ancestors have been associated 
with it. Only a very few new entrants have Jom
ed the industry. However, the number of persons 
whose households are already in the craft, the 
number has been increasing since 1930. 

46 

None from the households practising craft work 
was reported as unemployed. The consistent 
increase in the number of persons engaged in the 
craft work during the last five decades is ample 
proof of this state of position. 

People are attracted towards this industry not 
because of its higher earning prospectives but due to 
the fact that they have no other alternate jobs 
for earning their livelihood. . Wage rates are not 
attractive. Most of the weavers work on wage 
contract basis and do not earn enough to pull on 
their family affairs. They are in fact in the claws 
of guild system created by the middlemen for 
supporting the interest of big exporting firms. 
Households giving up the craft by reasons is clear 
from the table VI.4. 

TABLE-VIA 

HouseholdS reported reasons for giving-lip the craft classi6ed by sex, religion and caste/tribe of the head of the 'hOUllehol. 

Religion/caste/tribe Sex of No. of Number of households having given-up the craft since 
head of house-
house- holds 
hold 

Less than 5 years due to reasons 6-\0 years dUe to 
reasons 

Low Lack Finan- Illness Finan- illness 
wages of cial cia! 

workers problem problem 
---~---------~-------"--~---------_".,_...__._-----~-----------

2 3 

Muslim Male 10 

Some households left the industry due to reasons _ 
of low wages, paucity of trained workers, financial 
requirements and illness ctc. 

Table VI.4 reveals that five households have 
given up the craft due to financial difficulties while 
three have left due to illness. Out of the 10 heads 
of household 5 are illiterate while 4 are literate 
without educational level. The remaining head of 
household is educated upto the level of matriculation. 
The present occupations of these heads of house
hold are agricultural labour, trade in general 
merchandise goods, general labour, ricksbaw-pullar, 
khurd mistry, durrie seller, stone cutter and beggar. 
This indicates that the past occupation was not 
much attractive and remunerative hence the house
holds have to adopt new one which they perhaps 

4 s 6 7 8 9 

1 1 3 2 2 
---------~----"--~ ---_-

found comparatively mo(~ remnnerative and con
venient. The heads of household having given up 
the durrie weaving eraft are mostly in broad age
group of 15-59 years. All the beads of household 
though having given up the industry but they have 
skilled personnel in their households. During the 
survey it was found that out of 10 heads of house
hold 3 are considering to rejoin the industry While 
remaining have no charm to come back to the old 
profession. Among these three, one each is illiterate, 
literate without educational level and matriculate. 

Among the heads of household who 
intending to rejoin the craft work, one 
as stone cutter and another is engaged 
durrie white the third one is a beggar. 

are ROW 

is working 
in selling 



CHAPTER VII 

CONCLUSION 

The present study of durrie craft is based on the 
enquiries made in three villages of Fatehpur Sikri 
Development Block. It has revealed that under 
the prevailing circumstances the scope of expanding 
this craft is not encouraging. The craftsmen qo 
not get due return of their best efforts and hard 
labour. They can hardly meet their both ends with 
the meagre amount of wages. During the survey 
it was enquired as to why they continue to work 
in this industry despite discouraging working condi
tions. A majority of them have stated it to be 
simply a way of their life. It is not at all profitable 
proposition for them. They are, in fact determined 
to leave the industry as soon' as a better remunera
tive job is available. 

It has been observed that terms and conditions 
in the past were favourable but with the passage of 
time the position has deteriorated. During the last 
four decade, due to the development schemes 
launched by the government the condition of weav
ing households has improved to some extent and 
a few households are reported to have taken up 
this job recently but in reality they are joining 
durrie weaving only due to the lack of employment 
opportunities in other fields. The study has reveal
ed that capital resources are limited, raw material 
required for industry is not prod1:1ced locally and 
marketing facilities are scanty. Most of the crafts
men do not want to remain in this industry and 
like-wise they do not intend to involve their child
ren. As a matter of fact their earning through 
this profession is not sufticient to meet the. basic 
minimum requirements. Some times labour put in, 
goes waste ap.d the craftsmen do not get even the 
cost price of finished products. 

The occupational mobility in the Elelected villages 
has been observed but it is mainly confined to rich 
cultivators-cum-craftsmen. They can afford to send 
their children for higher education and thereafter 
seek better job. As a matter of fact, after obtain
ing better education they do not want to return to 
the village and join same traditional occupation. 
On the other hand quick means of transportation 
have provided the villagers better opportunity of 
mobility for searching the job elsewhere. Apart 
from this the increase in the size of craftsman 
household has also compelled some of their mem~ 
pers to seek job elsewhere. 
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The study has revealed that the development of 
durrie industry depends largely on the pUblicity of 
products not only at the home front but also in 
foreign markets. The middlemen take away a 
major portion of the profit accruing to the weavers 
and thus they arc deprived of the share of profit 
which in reality belongs to them. Apart from this 
the facilities to improve the workmanship and skill 
of the craftsmen are not adequate. Although the 
governments have launched several schemes for the 
benefit of weavers but in Fatehpur Sikri Develop
ment Block none seems to have gained by these 
schemes. Inspite of good potentialities of generat
ing more employment opportunities, there is lot of 
discontentment among weavers. As a matter of 
fact this rural based craft is gradually shifting to 
semi-urban areas. For instance in Fatehpur Sikri 
town there are more than 700 persons working on 
300 looms. 

Actually in rural areas of the block there is 
exploitation of weavers and so there is a state of 
unhappiness among them. Durrie industry is gene
rally controlled by guilds. The individual pro
ducer should work independently in the home and 
manage the entire process of weaving but the state 
of affair is quite different in Fatehpur Sikri block. 
People engaged in this industry are mostly the em
ployees of traders and dealers living in the town. 
Local dealers and shop~keepers employ women also 
for opening the yarn and spinning the warp. Young 
children also help in weaving. The contribution of 
women & children in durrie craft as revealed by the 
data presented in various chapters seems to be nil but 
in reality they are involved at one or the other stage 
of learning or helping process. The weavers get the 
yarn usually dyed by the rungreg (the dyer). They 
are also paid workers. The big dealers generally 
supply raw material, designs and sometimes even 
tools and implements to the weavers. In turn the 
craftsman is obliged to sell durries to them at 
cheaper rate. Thus the whole atmosphere of craft 
industry gets polluted and weaver loose their in
dependent character for which they were praised in 
olden days. There is lack of proper encourage
ment to weavers. The problems and difficulties 
faced by these craftsmen are numerous and need 
immediate attention, if this rural based craft is to 
survive in future r 



The main problem before these craftsmen is that 
they cannot develop individual character as an 
a'rtisan. Their skill of the craftsman is exploited 
by those who are not actually associated w~th the 
weaving process. In order to build up individual 
character as an artisan, financial problems of these 
craftsmen have to be solved on priority ba&is. If 
they are sound financially they can restore their 
bargaining power. Training centres have to be 
opened to provide refinement in their inherited skill 
in order to produce more artistic goods. Banks and 
Co-operative Societies may help in this respect. 
The big dealers, in fact, drag the artisans into a 
complil'ated network of indebtedness and exploit 
them throughout their life. 

For the development of this industry the wide
spread discontentment among weavers have to be 
given uue consideration. For that matter certain 
priority items requiring immediate attention of the 
planners are as follows ;-

1. The weavers have to be freed from the 
clutches of middlemen who exploit the 
ignorance of artisans. 

2. The owners of loom should be encouraged 
to form organisations and associations 
which would enable them to procure raw 
material at a cheaper rate from the market. 
They can unitedly seek technical guidance for 
adopting n~w patterns and desings matching 
with the new tastes & demand in the market. 
Banks, particularly the co-operative banks, 
should come forward to provide finances. 
For that matter they can assess the work 
done by the craftsmen and advance loans on 
the recommendation of their associations. 

3. The most genuine problem of these produ
cers is to meet the competition in the 
market. Application of new techniques and 
availability of raw material at cheaper rate 
would result in lowering the cost af pro
duction. 

MGIPF-21RGI/89-23-8-89-300, 

4. Marketing of the finished products at 
reasonable rate is very important aspect. 
There should be proper arrangement for 
publicity and sales promotional activities in 
India and abroad. For this purpose it is 

a necessity to publicise through literature 
brochures. leaflets, handouts highlighting 
the salient features of durric craft. In 
addition to this for better co-ordination 
among the different concerned agencies, 
providing attractive commission, discounts 
and incentives to the private sector for 
marketing of durrie craft in Illdia and 
abroad by introducing elegant and attractive 
packaging material for durrie craft have to 
be provided. 

S. There is need to condu~t market research 
and analysis of consumers preferences in 
specific markets and follow-up action during 
exhibition in India and abJ;oad. 

6. Private producers have Jilnited capital re
sources and as such _can not organise a 
steady market for themselves. Government 
should come forward and help these produ
cers. 

7. Standardisation of product attracts more 
markets. But in the case of handicraft it 
is problematic because every single product 
has itS' own quality. An individual cannot 
produce a craft in a bulk quantity of the 
same standard to meet the demand. In fact 
craft articles prepare~ by ditIerent artisans 
are collected and marketed. But the finish 
and designs of the product differ and can 
not always be of one standard. Foreign 
markets prefer the standardised products 
therefore this product bas not been able to 
attract foreign markets in a big way. How
ever quality stamping may enhance the 
demand of durrie products in foreign 
markets. 



... 

GROWTH RATE OF POPULATION 

IN 

SELECTED VILLAGES 

~ 30~---==---=~-+----""'c:---
u 
... 
~ 20 ~~--=-----~------~~~ 

OL-_____ -J------_.J 

'971 1981 

Yeo r 

1987 



.... _______ Ifil[1ft_~-, --_ ....... ,_""'" .... __ ,,..,..,...,_ ........ _ '7'TZFE ......,-,.-=-__________ .... 

DISTRIBUT!C)i'~ n\J ::;ELECTED VILLAGES 

SIKRI Hi S SA IV 
45 

40 

.... 30 
z 
w 
u 20 
0:: 
w 

10 0-

0 ~ ~ N ~ N N N [Z3 N N N IEZI ~ 
2 3 4 5 6 7 6 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

55 
50 M,6,! BUZURG 

40 
l- N- NIL z 

::~ 
w 
u 
a:: 
tiJ I a.. 

1: j 
~ ~ li. ~ N N N N N r:::IIEl N N N 

2 3 It 5 6 7 8 9 10 T 1 12 13 14 15 

30 
f- OURA z 

I 
w 20 u 
cr 

~ 
w 10-

~ 
0-

oj N • -'-1 E.Zl ~ N N PZf ~ ~ ~ L..~ _J ~ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

- z ~ I- - I I- - .... I I/) ~ n.. U. J:: ....J U « « 0 :::> :J I/) 0: - ~ - '"") (j) I 0 rJ) Z 
~ 

...... 
0: 0 a. 0. ({ w ... _ 

u ::.:::: 
...., 

._l :C :[ ~:( ::> « ....J -') '"") > 1: 
,,=( ... .{ U ec: « ~ 0: « « I-

m ~ « t- o C( 0:: 0 
m 0 « ~ ... :r: 

0 
0 
...J 

... b: 'Ihle'''I-:rn:!f"'A:'·:~~:'~ .. 'T.i..~~~-tiii, -.,..: __ _,,_.""'~_--___________ .. 



POPULATION BY SEX IN SELECTED VILLAGES 

4000 00 MALE 

_ FEMALE 

3500 

3000] 
I/) 

z 
2500 0 

I/) 

cr: 
W 
0-

j 
u.. 200°1 0 

!i: 
I.!.l 
W 
l: 

1500~1 :l 
z 

DURA MAl eUZURG SiKRi HISSA IV 



r~---=~·~~~'~~-="'-·--~"'~""'~"""'~""·'~· 

n 

l/) 

::J 
t-
<f. 
!:.I" • . 
(/) 

_J 

« 
t--0:: 
4( 
~ 

Q 
Z « 
x a. 
W :;) 

(/) 0 
~ ...f ~t ... 1-.. \5 ~O ... n .. t 

W 
, i I , 

~-~ C) t,l Q In I.ti 
D" r--. w "<I ~ « ~ 

~ 
CO 

0 
UJ -U_ -t/) 
f]) 
4( 
..J 
U 

Z 
0 
t- "0 

< " '--l '!!... 

:> 0 

Q. ::E "0 "0 • 0 GJ 
~ '-

a.. Col '- 0 
> '- '0 
$ 0 .-
Z l: :> 

~ ~ 

..f at ~ G' ..: 
t"l N ~j ...- -8 S , 
.... _-6' ~") a It) 0 ,i-.; N C'J u-"""'" .-

O'l '-f 
J I 

'1.;"") 0 
./ 

o ,.., 

O 
N 

0 ..... 

0 

0 ... 

0 
N 

0 
I"l') 

w 
..J 
-( 

l: 
I.U 
u.. 

I!' ,-", 

-l 

<-
~ 



lL 
o 

210 

200 

190 

180 ~ 

I 
170 ~ 

130{ 
'20 _j 

I 

::: JJI 

90-

80 _I 

70 

60 

50-

40~ 
30 ' 

OF 
.<- r-" 
"'-~ -~ ~ 
,~' t..__ ,.?, 

'rOT" I • A,_ 

Vj.X;.l L>·-, .... /,/· 
~·--rl 

L·_.~""J 

POPUL.,\TIO~.j 

VvORKEF?S 

MALE 

FEMALE 



W 
l

LL (/) 
o « 

u z-...... o X 
I- LU 
::> (/) 
CO 
~ 

C! 
I
U) -a 

:J E 
D ,.il 
r.: :::1 _, 
~- ~= Z 

, I ,-•• - 'j 

~_ ,-1\ ,1 ~ 
L"""l !"') _ 

I ! I 

~ 
r 0 j( 

I U) 

o 

o 
(\J 

o 
t'<'l 

L!) 

t'<'l 

I I I 

o lD u) 
t-.J C) - 0 

o 
N 

o 

<lJ 
o 
E 
<lJ 
LL 

L') 

"'0 0:: 
.::J 
N 
:J 
CD 

o « 
~ 

o 

o 
N 

Q.I -o 
~ 



-
Uttar Pradesh Hathkargha Nigam-A training Centre of weavers 

in Sikri Hissa IV (A selected village) 

Bank at Dura (A selected illt16e) 





Women arranging cloth pieces tor wetting 
/ 

D yed Yarn bei11€ taken by a woman for winding on charkhies 
for making gullas 





Dyed yarn. being taken by a young worker 

Cotton being spl}n by a household lady on traditional cbarkba 





charkbies for winding yarn 

A traditional way of making coil for warping 





A n improved method of making coils 

T ooIs and implements used in durrie making 





Shuttle used zn weaving woollen carpet 

Master craftsman busy in weaving durries with a shuttle 
in the selected village 





Farshee durrie being woven on traditional loom 

. traditional loom by a local craftsman Farshee durrie, bezng woven on 





Farshee durrie partly women on traditional loom 

M aster craftsman with his assistants on traditional loom 





Wooden cross base jor beam-A traditional loom 

Farshee durries (fine) being woven on traditional loom 





A weaver weaving farshee durrie on traditional loom 

A view of durrie in process of weaving by combing 





Close up of farshee durrie being woven on traditional loom 

, , 

A weaver using-anne. to. tigk1ening the weft 





Almost completed woven farshee durrie on traditional loom 

A weaver busy in weaving cbindi durrie 





A craftsman on his loom 

Craftsman at his loom in weaving chindi durrie at Sikri Hissa IV 
(A selected village) 





A weaver making chindi durrie on traditional loom 

A weaver at work for making chindi durrie 





Designed (Jae Namaaz ) durrie 

Another designed chindi dUfrie -





Designed and colourful chindi d urrie-the product of local weavers 

A piece oj designed -chindi durrie-~ a finished durrie 
_--






