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FOREWORD 

Apart from the decennial enumeration of population, the Indian Census is 
steeped in the tradition of undertaking a variety of studies of topical interest. In fact, 
the publications brought out in connection with the earlier censuses contained 
veritable mines of information on racial, cultural, linguistic and a number of other 
aspects of life of the people of this country. With the advent of freedom, however, 
the scope and dimension of these special studies had to be restructured in a manner 
that would provide the basic feedbacks on the processes of development taking 
place in different spheres of life of the people especially under planned 
development. 

Thus, in connection with the 1961 Census, a massive programme was launched 
inter-alia to conduct socio-economic survey of about 500 villages selected from 
different parts of the country. The main objective of this study was to know the way 
of life of the people living in Indian villages which accounted for 82 per cent of the 
total population as per the 1961 Census. There was, however, an imperative need 
to extend the area of the study to urban centres as well, to provide a complete 
coverage of the people living in diverse socio-economic conditions. It was with this 
objective in view ancillary studies on towns were launched as part of the social 
studies programme in connection with the 1971 Census. 

The programme of social studies taken up in conn~n with the 1971 Census, 
• was continued without any major change at the 1981 Census as well. A study on 

traditional rural based handicrafts was, however, added as a new item under the 
social study projects of the 1981 Census. For the conduct of urban study, 64 small 
and medium towns were selected from different parts of the country following the 
criteria such as (a) size, (b) demographic features, (c) functional characteristics, (d) 
specific industry of occupation dominating the economy, (e) location, (f) 
concentration of different castes and communities, and (g) other 'social and cultural 
phenomenon like temple town, health resort etc. 

The research design, tools for data collection and formats for data tabulation and 
report writing required for urban studies were originally formulated by Dr. B.K Roy 
Burman, the then Deputy Registrar General, Social Studies Division. His successor, 
Dr. N.G. Nag, took considerable pains to revise all the formats to make them more 
comprehensive. Dr. KP. Ittaman, the present Deputy Registrar General heading 
Social Studies Division, co-ordinated these studies at different levels as well as 
rendered necessary guidance to the Directorates of Census Operations, for their 
successful consummation. Shri M. K. Jain Senior Research Officer and Smt. Suman 
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Prashar, Assistant Director of Census Operations with the able assistance of 
Investigators, Shri S.C Madan and Shri V.R. Khanna did a commendable job in 
scrutinising the reports and communicating the comments thereon to the 
Directorates. I am grateful to all of them. 

The present report is the out-come of a study on Kopagan; town undertaken by 
the Directorate of Census Operations, Uttar Pradesh. I am indebted to Shri Chandan 
Gopal, Director and his colleagues in the Census Directorate for their painstaking 
efforts in bringing out this report. 

New Delhi, 
December, 1988 

(iv) 

V.S VERMA 
Registrar General, India 



PREFACE 

As an a ancillary to 1981 Census five towns were selected from the state of Uttar 
Pradesh with the objective of seeking demographic social, cultural and economic 
data at micro level to determine the process of modernisation and urbanisation. 
Kopaganj town is one of them. The present study aims to understand various 
dimensions of social economic forces operating in the process of urbanisation and 
its impact on neighbouring regions. These towns were selected for conducting 
special studies with the criteria laid down by the Registrar General India and 
Planning Commission such as the size, demographic feature, functional 
characteristics, location, caste!community and concentration of economic activity. 

Kopaganj is a small town with a population of 19,075 persons (9,793 males and 
9,282 females). It lies 10 Kms :away from the newly carved out district, 'Mau' on Mau
Gorakhpur national highway No. 29. The town distinguishe~ itself in the production 
of handloom and powerloom products. There is a dominence of Muslims 
accounting for approXlmately 60.00 per cent of the total population. This town was 
selected for the study on the basis of the factors such as industrialisation, location 
of trade centre for oil and other agricultural produce. 

For collecting emperical data, the town and household schedules were 
canvassed in 200 households selected on sample basis. The report is based on the 
results derived from the data collected through the above mentioned schedules. 
Apart from this, observations from local authorities and knowledgable persons have 
also been utilized to make the study more meaningful. The 1981 Census data have 
also been used to present a comperative pictures. 

- The field survey for the present study was being conducted under the guidance 
of Shri RK Singh, Deputy Director and Shri RS. Pandey, Assistant Director. They 
provided effective supervision at every stage of data collection, tabulation and 
drafting of report. Shri Jagdish Prakash, Investigator, Shri S.Z. Mehdi, V.K Srivastava, 
Mirza Khurram, S.K Banerjee, T.R Deorari and KG. Awasthi, Statistical Assistants 
and P.C. Tripathi, Computor, assisted in canducting the survey and thereafter in 
tabulation. The report was drafted by Dr. RS. Dwivedi, Statistical Assistant and 
edited by Shri RK Singh, Deputy Director. Maps and Charts added to the report 
have been prepared under the supervision of Shri ].C. Srivastava, Research Officer, 
Shri Dashrath Singh, Senior Geographer and Shri V.K. Jain, Senior Artist. Shri Sunil 
Kumar Srivastava, Lower Division Clerk, typed the manuscript. Shri RK. Saxena, 
Senior Technical Assistant (Printing) Shri KG. Awasthi S.A. & Shri RP. Srivastava, 
Computor, helped for expediting the printing work. I thank all of them for making 
all out efforts to complete the report in stipulated time. 
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I am also thankful to Dr. K.P.Ittaman, Deputy Registrar General India and Shri 
M.K. Jain, Senior Research Officer of the Social Studies Division who scrutinized the 
report and gave valuable suggestions for the improvement of this report. 

In the end, I am extremely grateful to Shri v.S. Verma, the Registrar General and 
Census - Commissioner India, for providing technical guidance and encouragement 
from time to time. 

Lucknow: 

Dated : January 5, 1990 

(vi) 

CHANDAN GOPAL 
of the Indian Administrative Service 

Director of Census Operations, 
Uttar Pradesh 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Location and Important characteristics 

Kopaganj is a small town located in Mau district 
in eastern Uttar Pradesh. It acquired the status of 
Town Area in 1914. The district headquarters, 
Maunath Bhanjan, is the nearest developed urban 
centre from Kopaganj located at a distance of 10 
Kms. The town of Kopaganj falls in a region 
traditionally known for manufacturing of handloom 
fabrics. In fact Maunath Bhanjan is a prominent 
centre for the manufacturing of handloom and 
powerloom products in the state. The economic life 
of Kopaganj town as well, by and large, revolves 
round the manufacturing of handloom and 
powerloorn textiles. It is a common sight in the town 
to see weaver communities engaged in wrapping of 
the yarn under the thick shade of mango and 
tamarinal groves. Colourful cotton saries, janta 
dhoties and lungis produced in Kopaganj are very 
much in demand in the states of Bihar, West Bengal, 
Orissa. and Assam. 

The total area of the town, as per the revenue 
records, is 0.98 sq. kms. At the 1981 Census the total 
population of the town was 19,075 persons with a 
density of 19,464 persons per sq.km. More than 58 
per cent population of the town are Muslims, most of 
them are engaged as weavers. The town is well 
linked by Mau-Gorakhpur National Highway No. 29 
which passes through the eastern periphery of the 
town. Kopaganj is surrounded by the rural area. It is 
bounded by villages Kikms, Bhadsa and Shivpura
garwa on the north, villages Kapekhande Rajpur and 
Rewari Deh on the south, villages ]airamgarh and 
Mere Khurd on the east and by village Kachhi Kalan 
on the west. Besides the district headquarters, 
Maunath Bhanjan, the other important urban centres 
in the region are towns of Azamgarh and Gorakhpur 
located at a distance of 58 kms and 93 kms 
respectively from Kopaganj. 
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Being a major production centre of handloom 
and powerloom weaving, Kopaganj is frequently 
visited by the businessmen from different states 
dealing on wholesale/retail business of textile 
fabrics. Besides the town has also wholesale markets 
of oil seeds, gur and food grains. Local businessmen 
purchase surplus of these items from the neighbour
ing villages and sell it in the markets of the town or in 
other marketing centres of the state or other states. 
Most of the commission agents and businessmen of 
the town have established their branch offices at 
Maunath Bhanjan. The handloom weavers purchase 
raw material and powerloom owners get their entire 
calendering work done at Maunath Bhanjan. Besides 
economic activities, the socio-cultural life of the 
town is also influenced by Maunath Bhanjan to a 
considerable extent as the inhabitants of Kopaganj 
generally go there to attend Mushatra, Qwawalt 
and other cultural programmes. 

Population 

According to the 1981Census the population of 
the town has been enumerated as 19,075 persons 
(9,793 males and 9,282 females). The percentage of 
scheduled caste population was 5.08. The average 
size of household in the town is quite high (8.16 
persons). During the enumeration of 1971, the 
population of the town was recorded as 14,271 
persons (7,261 males and 7,010 females) of which 
5.44 per cent was scheduled castes. This indicates 
that the share of scheduled caste population during 
the two censuses was almost same. Muslims and 
Hindus are two predominent religious groups living 
in the town. Muslims comprise Shia (Syed) and Sunni 
(Ansari, Qasai, Pathan, Faquir, Manihar, Darzi, Nai, 
Kunjra and Sheikh communities etc.). Whereas 



among Hindus the prominent castes are Brahmin, 
• 

Vaish, Khatik, Dam, Dhobi, Barai, Barhai, Abir, 
Patehra, Bhar, Lahar, Sonar, Kumhar, Halwai, Koeri, 
N ai, Bari, Mallah, Nania and Gond. As a matter of fact 
Muslims accounted for 58.40 per cent of the total 
population against 41.60 per cent for Rindus. 
Approximately 58.00 per cent of the total population 
of the town speak Urdu, 20 per cent BhoJPuri (a 
dialect of Hindi) and the rest 22.00 per cent speak 
Hindi. The percentage of literates was 34.60 (23.20 
per cent males and 11.40 females) during 1971 but 
the same has improved conSiderably at the 1981 
Census (50.98 per cent). The improvement has been 
in case of both the sexes (29.06 per cent males and 
21.02 per cent females). Likewise the percentage of 
workers to total population also went up from 34.01 
in 1971 to 35.48 in 1981. In fact, the work 
participation rate is considerably high for both the 
sexes (63.87 per cent for males and 36.13 per cent for 
females): The total population of the town is 
distributed among eight mohalIas, namely, 
Phulelpura, ]ummanpura, Chandanpura, 
Wazeedpura, Hunsapura, Fattanpura, Hakeempura 
and Dostpura. These mohall as are well connected 
with each other by lanes and by-lanes. The density of 
the town according to the 1981 Census was 19,464 
persons per sq.km. while the corresponding position 
in respect of four neighbouring towns was 1,785 for 
Ghosi T.A., 9,475 for Maunath Bhanjan M.B., 5,233 
for Azamgarh M.B., and 8,743 for Gorakhpur M.B. 
Thus the density of population of Kopaganj town is 
considerably higher in <;omparison to other 
neighbouring towns. 

Topography and physical environment 

The town is located on the plain area with slight 
slope from north-east to south west. The south-west 
portion of the town further slopes towards the 
adjoining tal (big pond). There are four big ponds 
within the limit of the town. The western portion of 
the town is fjve feet below the Jevel of town. Tbjs 
portion is used for cultivation and horti<:ultural 
purposes. The land available for cultivation is domat 
soil, a mixture of sand and clay. Kankar and salt-petre 
deposits are also found in the town. 
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Flora and Fauna 

The vegetation in the town is similar to other 
places in the eastern districts of the state. Similarly 
scattered trees and groves of mangoes are found in 
abundance. Tamarind trees are also seen in large 
number singly or in clumps. This particular tree plays 
an important role for practising handlooms industry 
because of its thick shade. The wrapping of the yam 
is generally done under its shade. The pulp of this 
tree is used for preparation of sau ce and seed is used 
to prepare starch for yarn. Neem tree is commonly 
seen planted outside the doors as its shade is useful 
from hygenic point of view and people prefer to rest 
under this tree in summer season. The twig of this tree 
is used as tooth brush in the morning and oil is also 
extracted from seeds for manufacturing soap. In 
addition to the above, trees of Shisham (Beltergia 
Sissoo), Mahua (Mathuca Indica), Pipal (Ficus 
Religiosa), Pakri (Banyan, FICUS bengalensis),]amun 
(Engemia jambolenum), Bel (Aeglamarmela), Guava 
(Psidium Guyavo), Papaya (Carica Papaya), 
Shahtoot (Morusalba) and Banana 
(Musapasadisiaces) are also found in the town. 
Water-Weeds and lotus grow in the ponds. A banyan 
tree in the campus of Gauri Shankar temple is sa,id to 
be of approximately 500 years old. There is, 
however, no regular forest belt around the town 
except road side plants developed by the social 
forestry. 

Wild animals, such as jackals, foxes and hares are 
occasionally seen around the town area. Monkeys, 
commonly seen in the town, are of red face. 

The birds found in the vicinity of the town are 
crow. kite, vulture, pigeons, owl, sparrows, magpie, 
blue bird and shyama. During winter season some 
migratory birds are also seen near tats and ponds. 
Water birds seen in the vicinity of the town are ducks 
and storks. Among the insects and reptiles found in 
the town are earthworm (pheritirna), bug (cimax), 
chameleon, lizard (hemidactylies), cricket, butterfly, 
grasshopper (locust), wasp, scorpion (palamnacus), 
fly (musca nebulo), spider (archamida), mosquito, 
bee (apis Inandica), frog (Rana tegrina) and fish 
(pisces). The common variety of snakes include 



adder, cobra, karait and derhaha. Fish are found in 
the ponds. The common varieties of fish are baram, 
tengra, singhi and girai. 

Climate 

The climate of the town is healthy and like other 
eastern parts of the state. On the basis of the climate 
the year may be divided broadly into three seasons, 
namely, summer season, from April to June, rainy 
season from July to September and winter season 
from October to March. April, May and June are the 
hottest months, specially when westerly wind blows 
with all its ferocity. Easterly winds are comparatively 
pleasant and relaxing during nights. The outbreak of 
monsoon during the end of June reduces the 
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onslaught of summer and gives respite. The data in 
respect of temperature could not be made available 
by the metrological department for the town and 
district. However, the maximum and minimum 
temperature of the nearby district of Ghazipur (70 
kms) for the year 1986-87wasrecordedas44.9am4.7 
degree Celsius. 

Rainfall 

The rainfall commences in the last week of June. 
Maximum rainfall is recorded in the months of July 
and August. Sometimes rainfall occurs during 
December/January. Information on rainfall in the 
district is presented in the table I.1. 

Table 1.1 

Average annual rainfall during the last five years and average number of rainy days in 1987 

Year Average annual rainfall (in mm.) Average number of rainy days 

1 2 

1983 689.9 

1984 860.6 

1985 1,286.3 

1986 1,080.2 

1987 931.7 

The tabel 1.1 shows that the average annual 
rainfall ranged between 689.9 mm. during 1983 to 
1286.3 mm. in 1985. Likewise average number of 
rainy days ranged between 45 to 62. 

Communication with other places 

Kopaganj is well connected with major cities of 
the State. Maunath Bhanjan is the nearest town (10 
kms) followed by Azamgarh (58 kms.), Ghazipur (70 
kms), Gorakhpur (93 kms.) and Varanasi (100 kms). 
The town is situated on both the sides of national 
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45 

59 

47 

62 

49 

highway No. 29 which provides direct link with 
Gorakhpur, Ghazipur and Varanasi Cities. At 
Varanasi this road is connected with Grand Trunk 
road. Kopaganj-Koeripura road joins the town with 
Ghosi-Muhammadabad-Gonda road. Thus town is 
accessible from all parts of the state by roads. 
Kopaganj railway station is located on Indore
Doharighat branch line of North-Eastern Railway. 

Morphology 

A view of the town map snows that it is almost 



square in shape. The length and breadth of the town 
is approximately of one km. each side. The nucleus 
of the town is marketing centre around Shahi Masjid. 
All the main roads connecting the different parts of 
the town converge at Shahi Masjid. The two main 
roads viz.,Thana-Chawani road and Shahroz market 
road bisect the square. Main roads of the town are 
connected by different ward roads and narrow lanes 
which are mostly paved with bricks. These lanes are 
too narrow for motor vehicle. Because of the narrow 
lanes, the town appears to be very congested 
specially in the afternoon when people in large 
number visit this town from the neighbouring 
villages for marketing. 

Buildings in the town are mostly constructed in 
unplanned way. There is no open space inside the 
town except the land where regular market is held in 
the evening. The main market which is held for the 
last fifty years comprise shops of various types 
catering to the different necessities of the people. The 
market has expanded with the passage of time and it 
is now too much crowded due to scardty of open 
space. In fact it has now started expanding towards 
lanes and by-lanes in the town. The fulure growth of 
the town limits towards west, north-west and south
west is not possible due to low level ofland and water 
logging during rainy seasons. This portion of the 
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town is congested. The perspective development of 
the town IS possible towards east and north-east. 
Moreover small scale unite; functioning in the town 
are also confined to these lanes and bylanes. 
Generally people use upper storey of the buildings 
for residential purposes and ground floor for running 
small shops and workshops. 

Publlcworks 

The town has four cemented roads. These are 
Tbana-Chawani road (2800 feet), Chowk-Sizing Mill 
road (also called Market Road (2600 feet), Chowk 
Shahroz Road (250 feet) and Bharat Milap Kendra, 
Haji Mahboob Road (1200 feet). These roads are 12-
14 feet wide and hardly sufficient for heavy vehicular 
traffic. According to the information available 4.0 
kilometer of the roads are pucca whereas by-lanes 
are brick paved. This indicates that approximately 60 
per cent of the roads are still to be made pucca. Lanes 
and bylanes in the town are also made of bricks. 

Functional area and la11d use pattern 

The town has eight wards/mohallas, all well 
demarcated by roads as shown in Map 2. The 
following is the list of mohallas/wards during the 
1981 Census. 

Table 1.2 

Number of mohallas/wards, population and density (1981 Census) 

Name of MohallalWard No. of households Population DensityCKm.) 

1 2 3 4 

1. Phulelpura 287 2,471 30,877 

2. Jummanpura 242 1,955 8,750 

3. Fattanpura 176 1,729 19,210 

4. Chandanpura 156 1,584 26,400 

5. Dostpura 316 2,382 11,910 

6. Hunsapura 280 2,630 22,600 

7. Wazeedpura 632 5,386 24,481 

8. Hakeempura 118 938 18,760 

Total 2,207 19,075 19,464 



From the table 1.2 it may be observed that largest 
mohall a in terms of population is Wazeedpura (5,386 
persons) and the smallest is Hakeempura (938 
persons). The density of population per Km2

• is 
highest in Phulelpura (30,877 persons) followed by 
Chandanpura (26,400), Wazeedpura (24,481) and 
Hunsapura (22,600). 

Density of population is lowest in Mohalla 
Jummanpura (8750 persons). Considering the size of 
population of different wards, Wazeedpura ranks 
first (28.24 per cent) followed by Hunsapura (13.79 
per cent), phulelpura (12.95 per cent), Dostpura 
02.49_ per cent), Jummanpura 00.25 per cent), 
Fattanpura (9.06 per cent), Chandanpura (8.30 per 
cent) and Hakeempura (4.91 per cent). 

The distribution of functional area of the town is 
shown in Map 2. EVidently most of the area is 
residential cum commerical.lt may be conjunctured 
that there is hardly any area without residential 
houses. Most of the commission agertts possess guest , 
houses attached to their main house for the 
businessmen coming from outside. 

The commercial activitieS in the town are mainly 
spread over both the sides of Thana Chawani road, 
Chowk-Shahroz Road, Chowk Sizing Mill Road, 
Bhatat Milap Centre and Haji Mahboob Road. The 
various shops in the town deal with grocery, doth, 
vegetables, sweet meat and miscellaneous items. 
Since the town is small hence for costly and 
fashionable goods the consumers have to approach 
to Maunath Bhanjan. The survey data for 1987 show 
that there were 116 commercial and 1,815 small scale 
units. Of these, 19 were dealing in food and grocery 
articles, 31 in cloth, 7 in household goods, 20 in other 
consumer goods, 6 units in medicines, 2 each in 
educational, transport automobiles and 
construction, 21 units in recreation and hobby, 6 
units each in tools and equipments, electrical goods, 
machinery and in other items like hair dressing 
saloons, washing, dying and dry cleaning. The 
presence of all these reflect a diverse nature of 
bUSiness activity in the town. Most of the small scale 
units have been reported to be engaged in 
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manufacturing of handlooms and powerloom 
products. 

The administrative offices located in the town 
include Town Area Office, Agriculture Protection 
Unit, Seed Store and Co-operative Society. So far as 
position of schools and colleges is concerned there 
are two each intermediate and juni(lr high schools 
(separately for boys and girls), four prunary schools, 
six Urdu learning centres and one adult education 
centre in the town. The Block Development Office, 
Police Station, Railway Station, Post and Telegraph 
Office, Primary Health Centre and Banks lie in the 
vicinity outside the town area limit. The town is also 
served by a network of electricity. Professional and 
private practitioners in the town include lawyers (4), 
doctors and hakeem (18), architect/engineer/ 
draftsmen (6) and others (3) (dentists, astrologer, 
pharmasist). 

Land use pattern 

The land use pattern of the town is presented in 
the Table 1.3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Table 1.3 

Land use of the town 1987 

Area under 
different 
use 

1 

Homestead 

Administrative 

Educational 

Roads 

Miscellaneous 

Cultivable land 

Total area 
(in hectares) 

2 

35,834 

0.044 

0.599 

1,158 

1,103 

4,249 

It may be seen from the table 1.3 that homestead 
accounts for 83.36 per cent of the total area and 0.10 



per cent is allocated for administrative set up whereas 
the area under the possession of educational 
institutions is 1.39·per cent. Similarly area under 
roads is 2.70 per cent while 2.57 per cent is used for 
miscellaneous purposes. Furthermore, cultivation is 
practised on 9.88 per cent of the land which includes 
horticulture and vegetation. The utilization of land 
for this purpose is seen in Phulelpura. ]ummanpura, 
Hakeempura and Wazeedpura wards. 

IMPORTANT PUBUC PLACES 

ShivMandir 

As has already been stated a temple was got 
constructed by Maharaja of Pithoragarh while on way 
from Nepal to Varanasi about 500 years ago. It is 
located in Phuielpura ward of the town. As the 
legend goes, the Maharaja was cured from leprosy 
after taking bath in small pond located on this spot. 
He, therefore, extended his stay on this spot. During 
his stay he dreamt the presence of a shiV/ing in the 
pond which prompted him to construct a Shiv Mandir 
(temple) near the pond. Thick walls of the tample are 
bounded by burnt bricks and have been paved by 
mudstuff inside the wall, which is said to have been 
done in order to keep the temple \:001 throughout 
day and night. Apart from this in Chandanpura ward 
there is an Arya Samaj Mandir. Three other temples of 
Goddess Durga, Hanuman and Ganesh are located in 
the Wazeedpura and Dostpura wards. 

Durga Puja, Dushehra is celebrated every year 
during the month of October. On every Tuesday 
people come in large number to pray Hanuman for 
fulfilment of their desires. Ganesh Chaturdashi is also 
celebrated in the honour of Lord Ganesh. 

Rani-Ka-Pokhara 

It is located on the outskirts of the town across 
Railway line. As the story goes, quite some time back, 
there existed palaces of a queen and a pond infront 
of it. The queen used to take bath in the pond. With 
the passage of time the palace was destroyed. Only 
ruins of the same can now be seen but the pond is still 
intact, where people of all community take bath. 
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Kot 

Origninally it was a KOT (fort) which has now 
been converted into mound. This mound has an 
important place in the history of Kopaganj town. 
Muslim kings were the rulers of this KOT which 
was later on sold king Salamat. 

The other prominent buildings in the town are 
Imambara, Sixteen mosques, one slaughter house, 
and one Shahi Masjid. 

The following account presents ethnic 
compostion, economic and socio-cultural 
characteristics of each of the eight mohallas/wards in 
the town. 

Phule1pura 

This mohall a is situated on the north-west 
portion of the town spread over an area of 0.08 Km2. 
Total population, according to the 1981 Census, of 
this mohall a was 2,471 persons, of which 1,274 were 
males and 1,197 females. The sex ratio was 939 and 
the average population per household was 8.54 
persons. Accordingly the density of population per 
Km2 was also very high (30,877 persons). The 
information collected duringthe survey revealed that 
approximately 70.00 per cent of the households of 
this ward belong to Muslim community and 
remaining 30.00 per cent are Hindus. Among Hindus, 
Khatiks are in majority who rear pig and sell its meat 
and hair. Most of the muslims in the town are 
weavers. There is one Imambara, one slaughter 
house, two mosques and one temple of Lord Shiva in 

this ward. 

Jummanpura 

Spread over an area of 0.20 Km2 this ward 
accomodates 1,955 persons (1,OOS males and 947 
females). Average population per household comes 
to 8.07 and the density of population was 8,750 
persons per Km2• Ninety per cent of the total 
population of this ward are Muslims and the rest 10 
per cent are Hindus. Among Hindus Barahai are in 

majority who sell betel leaves. Muslims of this 



mohalla are either weavers or proprietors of 
powerloom or handloom units. There are two 
mosques in this ward. 

Chandanpura 

The location of this mohalla is in the centre of the 
town spread over an area of 0.6 Km2. The population 
as per the 1981 Census of this mohalla was 
enumerated to be 1,584 persons (824 males and 760 
females). The average size of household worked out 
to be 10.16 persons whereas the denisty of this 
mohalla was 26,400 persons per Km2. Muslim 
population comprise 55.00 per cent and the 
remaining 45.00 per cent are Hinde who belong to 
BaIahai, Teli, Vaish, Lohar and Ahir communities. 
Telis are engaged in sale and purchase of grains, gur 
and items of general merchandise. Brahmins are 
either cultivators or in service. Ahirs generally rear 
cattle and also deal in sale of vegetables. There is an 
Arya Samaj temple and one mosque in this ward. 

Wazeedpura 

Situated in the somh east portion of the town, this 
mohalla is spread over an area of 0.22 Km2• The'total 
population enumerated at the 1981 Census was 5,386 
persons (2,718 males and 2,668 females). The 
percentage of scheduled caste population in this 
mohaIla was 4.14 per cent. Average population per 
household comes to 4.3 while the density was 24,481 
persons per Km2

• This is one of the large mohallas of 
the town so far as area is concerned. Fifty-five per 
cent of the total population of this ward are the 
followers of Muslim religion and the rest 45 per cent 
are Hindus. Muslims are mostly engaged in weaving 
activity besides being engaged as commission 
agents, dealers in yarn, owners of grocery shop, 
watch repair, meat shops, butchers and hawkers. 
Hindus are generally engaged in grocery business or 
in the purchase and sale of grains and gur. Dam, a 
scheduled caste, has been engaged as sweeper. TIle 
prominent Shahi Masjid and office of the town area 
committee is located in this ward. There are six 
mosques and one temple in this ward. Daily market 
is held in the evening in this mohalla. 
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HWlSapura 

This is a centrally locatd mohall a spread over an 
area of 0.06 Km2

• There were 2,630 persons (1,356 
males and 1,274 females) during 1981 count. Average 
population per household comes to 8.70 persons 
while density of population was 22,600 persons per 
Km2

• Out of the total population, 90 per cent were , 
Muslims and the rest 10 per cent were Hindus. The 
percentage of scheduled caste population to total 
population was 2.47 . There are three mosques and 
a number of shops on both sides of the Thana
Chhawani road in this ward. 

Hakeempura 

In this ward also, there is predominance of 
Muslim population, accounting for about 75 per cent 
of the total population. Most of the Muslims are either 
weavers or butchers. Hindu comprise Brahmin, 
Mallah, Dhobi and Kumhars communities. Kumhars 
are potters and Dhobis are washermen whereas 
Mallahs are fishermen. Brahmin are engaged as 
cultivators, priests and teachers. The total population 
of the mohalla was 938 persons (496 males and 442 
females). The sex ratio in this ward worked outto 891 
while the density of population per Km2 was 18,760 
persons. The average population per household 
comes to 8.00 persons. 

Dostpura 

This ward is located in sUfh a way that its one end 
touches the boundary of the town from north-east 
and the other touches south-east. It is spread over an 
area of 0.20 Km2• TIle total population of this ward 
was enumeraged as 2,382 persons (1,231 males and 
1,151 females) with a sex ratio of 935 and a density of 
11,910 persons per Km 2

• The percentage of 
scheduled caste population was 12.88. Muslims were 
65.00 per cent as against 35 per cent Hindus. Persons 
of both the religions are reported to be engaged in 
their traditional occupations. Temples of Gauri 
Shankar, I lanuman and Kopeshwari Devi are located 
in this ward. 



Fattanpura 

This mohalla is situated adjoining Jummanpura 
towards the north-east of the town. The total area of 
this ward is 0.11 Km2 accommodating population of 
1,729 persons (886 males and 843 females) as per the 
1981 Census. The average size of household was 9.82 
persons and density of population was 19,210 
persons. The percentage of scheduled caste 
population was 5.03. In this ward 90 per cent of 
the total population are Muslims and 10 per cent 
Hindus. 

Among the mohallas mentioned in foregoing 
paras the localities ofWazeedpur, North-west part of 
Jummanpura and north-east part of Phulelpura are 
comparatively better developed localities. In the 
latter two localities most of the inhabitants are 
Muslims who own han,d!oom and powerloom units 
while some of them were also engaged as 
commission agents in sale of yarn, dyeing and 
starching etc. They are the economically well off 
persons in these localities. In central Wazeedpura 
locality Hindu belonging to Va ish community deal in 
grain business, oil seeds, gur, grocery, cloth and 
cement. They are also moneyed people. West of 
Phulelpura, Hakeempura, Dostpura,East of 
Chandanpura, ]ummanpura and Fattanpura are the 
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localities, by and large, inhabited by the poorer 
sections who hardly manage their livings. The town 
has a potential for future expansion of industrial 
activity, marketing of agricultural produce and other 
types of trade and commerce. 

Slums 

According to the section 3 of u.P. Slum area 
(Improvement and Clearance) Act, 1962, slum is an 
area which by reason of dilapidation, over crowding, 
faulty arrangement or design of such building, 
narrowness or faulty arrangement of streets, lack of 
ventilation, light or sanitary faCility or any 
combination of these factors is detrimental to satisfy 
health or morals of the inhabitants in that area. 
Keeping ir: view the aforemer:tioned essentials of a 
slum area an inquiry was made from the office of 
Town Area Committee but they have denied the 
presenct:! of such an area in the town. However, the 
pres('nt Survey reveals that some of the localities like 
Hakeempura Dostpura and also parts of localities 
like Fattanpura, ]ummanpura, Phulelpura and 
Chandanpura lack in civic amenities and general 
hygienic conditions. Houses in these areas are 
unplanned and the lanes and bylanes are congested. 
These areas are, as stated earlier, inhabited by the 
poorer sectiorlS of people in the town. 



CHAPfERll 

mSTORY OF GROwm OF mE TOWN 

According to the available records .. the history 
of the town Kopaganj can be traced back in pre
Mughal period. It is said that the village Kopakhana, 
also called Purana Kopa, had initially 10 households. 
It was then laying on the bank of Chhoti Sarju which 
changed its course at a later stage. 'The extensive low 
lying land and the talon the west and south-west of 
the town is perhaps the old bed of the said river. It is 
believed that quite some time back Agarwals, 
Marwaries and Khattris were going to Azamgarh 
through Ghagra and Chhoti Sarju by boat near village 
Kopakhana. Their boat got damaged. By the time, the 
boat was being repaired, they surveyed the entire 
area adjoining the village and found it to be suitable 
for trade and commerce. After sometime they again 
came back to the place along with some other men 
and started trade in oilseeds and gur. These items 
were being purchased from adjoining villages and 
supplied to far off places by boats. With the 
development of trade, other businessmen from 
Ghazipur, Hallia, Varanasi and Gorakhpur also 
migrated to this place and settle down at the present 
site of the town. Thereafter when the river changed 
its course, the town lost much of its importance as a 
suitable place for river borne trade. Consequently 
Agrawals, Khattris and Marwaries of the town 
migrated to the nearest town viz., Maunath Bhanjan. 
Afterwards the businessmen of the town gradually 
revived their trading activities with the help of mules 
and horses. The articles were first transported to 

Maunath Bhanjan and Deharighat and then to far 
flung areas via Ghaghra. 

1. District Gazetteer, Azamgarh 

District Gazetteer, Azamgarh 
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The existence of the town during pre-Mughal 
period is supported by the presence of a temple of 
Shankerji which was constructed around 1472 AD. 
As has already been stated the Maharaja of 
Pithoragarh, while going for pilgrimage to Varanasi, 
got constructed the temple of Lord Shiva OQ this 
spot. It is said that after taking bath in the pond at this 
place, the Maharaja, to his utter surprise found the 
signs ofleprosy disappearing from his. body. It is also 
said that during night halt he dreamt about the 
presence of a Shivalinga under the deep water of the 
pond. Accordingly he got the spot dug-out and the 
idol of Shivalinga appeared on the spot. For the 
purpose of constructing the temple the Maharaja 
asked for monetary contributions from the 
inhabitants of village Kopakohana but they refused. 
Inspite of all the hurdles, the Maharaja got the temple 
constructed but he cursed the villagers that they 
would never prosper instead outsiders will be 
benefited by their trading activity. It is believed that 
since then the entire trade and business activity of the 
town went into the hands of outsiders. 

The town haS' derived its present name 
presumeably from the village Kopakohna and Ganj 
Shaheedan, a burial ground in the south-west comer 
of the town. The term Kopa has been borrowed from 
Kopakohna while Ganj from Ganj Shaheedan and 
the two when combined constituted the name of the 
town, Kopaganj. 

According to another myth the town derived its 
name after the temple of a deity, Kopeshwari Devi, 



located towards the south-west of Gauri Shankar 
temple in the shape of a raised platform. However, 
the platform is presently in a dilapidated condition, 
but the Goddess is still worshipped by the Hindus 
of the town and neighbouring villages. 

The inhabited area of the town in earlier days is 
reported to have been surrounded by wall having 
four doors on the four sides. Just near the fourth 
doors existed the shrine of'Sammay Mai', a deity who 
protected the residents from outside evils. So far as 
the settlement of Muslim population in the town is 
concerned, it is said that Jahanara, the daughter of 
Mughal Emperor Shahjahan, was assigned the work 
of m!intenance of this area during the reign of her 
father. She brought with her some Muslim weavers 
and settled them at Maunath Bhanjan, Kopaganj, 
Mubarakpur and Azamgarh. 

According to another legend, the town was 
founded by Iradat Khan around 1745 A.D. and 
named the town as Iratganj after his name. This name 
was, however, discarded later on and the town was 
named as Kopaganj. Iradat Khan was descendant of 
the muslim rulers of Azamgarh. !radat Khan got some 
weavers settled down in the town, most of them were 
from Maunath Bhanjan and merchants migrated from 
other places. In 1761 A.D. his son, Jahan Khan, 
succeeded the estate. ButJahan Khan was killed very 
soon in a fight with the agent of the Nawab Wazir 
and his taluqa was transferred to Fazal Ali, the 
Governor of Ghazipur who held it in his possession 
for three years. 

For sometime the estate remained without head 
but after the defeat of Shuja-ud-daula at Buxar, Azam 
Khan got possession of this area. He held the estate 
till his death in 1771. The taluqa was thereafter 
cop.signed to the care of Chakledar and from 1772 to 
1801 was administered by nine officers in succession. 

There is an embankment in village Kopakhana 
also called purana Kopa. Although the fort was built 
on the embankment, called 'Kot', it does not exist 
there at present but the proof of its existence can be 
seen in the remains on that spot. The trenches around 

• District Gazetteer, Azarngarh 
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the town have now been filled at most of the places. 
People 10 and around the territory of the Raja of 
Azamgarh were hostile and therefore invaded his 
temtory quite frequently·. In order to have security 
from such invasions, the Raja had got built small forts 
on embankment surrounded by ditches at different 
placeS. The remains of one such fort area found 
towards the north of Kopakhana village in which a 
chief of the Raja used to live. The Shahi Masjid, an 
important historical structure in the town was built by 
:>ne of the Chakledars know as Mirza Ali Beg in 
1795 A.D. 

It seems that the estate was passed on the East 
India Company by the Raja of Azamgarh and entire 
area around Kopaganj was given to Bhumihar 
Zamindars of Khukhurdura and Bhadesa. These 
Zamindars could not realise sufficient land revenues, 
hence it was auctioned. It is said that descendants of 
Babu Kanhyalal, a Khatri by caste and treasurer of 
Gorakhpur, purchased the entires estate in 1802 A.D. 
Consequently Chakla Azamgarh was included in 
Gorakhpur. Afterwards in 1802 A.D. Kanhyalal's son 
and son-in-law were appointed tahsildars in district 
headquarters. The son-in-law was, however, 
dismissed from the post of treasurer in 1814 A.D. but 
during the course of time they managed to purchase 
a number of mahaks in Azamgrah and some more 
after the dismissal. The estate comprising Kopaganj 
town was purchased around 1830 A.D. Shrimati 
Dhandai, the widow of Babu Durga Prasad, was the 
Zamindar of the estate till her death in 1949 A.D. The 
descendants of her family are presently residing in 
]aunpur. Shri Mohan 1.31 Saigal, who is a member of 
Smt. Dhandia's husband's family still possesses 
considerable property in the town. 

Pre-urbanisation details 

The general opinion regarding pre-urbanisation 
stage is that the part of the town surrounding the 
Shahi Masjid and Wazeedpura, is the oldest locality. 
There is also an old well in the proximity of Shahi 
Masjid in mohall a Chandanpura. It is built of 
Lakffaurl bricks and is said to be as old as the town. 
Later on, with the growth of population, new areas 



started coming up around the town in form of 
separate localities. Except Wazeedpura all the 
present mohall as seem to have come into existence 
almost simultaneously. They were named after 
prominent persons of the locality. Among the 
different wards Dostpura seems to have been 
populated at a later stage, hence it has scope for 
further extension. The shops and residential 
complexes are coming up on both sides of Thana 
Chhaw:;,ni road and naitonai highway. There is no 
scope of extension in the localities of Phulelpura, 
Wazeedpura, Chandanpura and Jummanpura. 
Consequently a new locality towards north of the 
main town, called 'Nayapura', has come up. This 
locality has a population of 1800 persons but it is 
outside tl-}e town area limit. Thus the extension of 
ahadi area is taking place mostly in Nayapura and 
Dostpura localities. The railway station, 
development block, hosptial, dharam,shala, a 
temp~e, police station, primary school and the p~st 
office all are situated towards east of national 
highway and outside town area limit. 
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The presE"Pt recoed with the office of tcwn area 
committee could not throw any light as to how the 
boundary of the town area was extended from time 
to time but it is stated in the District GazeLLeer that the 
town was administered under Act XX of 1856 since 
1860. A proposal to extend the boundary limits of the 
town upto village Kopa Kohna and to include new 
settlements, viz., Nayapura, Takia and the area 
between the Railway line and national highway, was 
mooted but later on dropped due to opposition. Thus 
there has been no change in the status, size and 
boundary of the town since 1901. The land utilization 
pattern is residential-cum-commercial and no 
change was reported in the land utilization pettern of 
the town. Most of the buildings in the town are 
residential butsome of them were also beingu~ed for 
business purposes. 

Population characteristics 

The table ILl shows the population of the town 
since 1901 alongwith the decadal variation. 

TableD.l 

Year 

1 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

Population of the town since 1901 and decadal vatiation 

Area in 
Km2 

2 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

NA 

0.98 

0.98 

Total Decadal Percentage 
Population increase! dccadal 

decrease 

3 4 

7,039 

5,604 -1435 

5,982 + 378 

6,716 + 734 

8,619 + 1933 

8,030 -619 

11,158 ,j. 3128 

14,271 + 3113 

19,075 + 4804 

increase! 
decrease 

5 

- 20.39 

+ 6.75 

+ 12.27 

+ 28.78 

-7.16 

+ 38.95 

+ 27.90 

+ 33.66 

Male 

6 

3,508 

2,804 

3,042 

3,507 

4,376 

4,084 

5,406 

7,261 

9,793 

Female 

7 

3,531 

2,800 

2,940 

3,209 

4,273 

3,946 

5,752 

7,010 

9,282 



It is seen from the table II.1 that during 1901-11 
the population of the town had declined by 20.39 per 
cent. A similar declining trend was noticed during 
1951. Howeve" after 1951 there has been 
appreciable rise in the population. According to the 
1981 Census the population of the town was 
recorded as 19,075 persons (9,793 males and 9,282 
females). The decadal (1971-81) growth of 
population recorded for the town was 33.66 per cent 
which is more than state (25.49) and district (24.03) 
averages. The factor responsible for high rate of 
growth in population may be conjectured that 
Muslim Population in the town has higher 
percentage than Hindus who prefer to marry their 
daughters in the town and secondly they do not 
conform to small family size. 

The sex ratio of the town was 965 at the 1971 
Census which declined to 947 at the 1981 Census. 
The total number of workers according to the 1981 
Census was 6,767 persons of which 4,322 wers males 
and 2,445 females. Most of the worker are engaged 
in household industry. 

Rules and Regulations for land use and land 
price 

TIte land falling on both the sides of National 
Highway No. 29 is controlled by Uttar Pradesh Land 
Control Act. According to this act no construction 
work can take place within 220 feet on either side of 
the road. All construction within the town area limits 
are controlled by section 178(1),180,182,183,184(9), 
185,186 and 298 of Uttar Pradesh Municipality Act, 
1916 which is applicable for town area also. 
According of section 178(1) it is necessary for a 
person to give notice to the Chairman of the town 
area before going for a new construction or addition 
to a building or re-construction of a building within 
the limits of town area. 

An inquiry was made from the local informants 
and sub-registrar, tahsil Ghosi regarding the average 
cost of land per sq. feet in different wards. 
Wazeedpura was the costliest place where cost of 
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land ranged between Rs. 200-300 per square yard 
while Dostpura ranked second (Rs. 200-250 per sq. 
yard) followed by Jummanpura, Phulelpura and 
Hunsapura Rs. 200-225 per sq. yard. On the east of 
National Highway No. 29 the cost ofland was Rs. 200 
per sq. yard. 

In-migration and out-migration 

The population of Kopaganj has gone up by 
170.99 per cent during the period of 80 years (1901-
1981). The town has particularly recorded 
consigerable growth (33.66 per cent) in population 
during the dacade 1971-81. As has been stated earlier 
major in-migration to Kopaganj took place during 
seventeenth or eighteenth century A.D. Wherein 
Muslim weavers were motivated to migrate to this 
place from the adjoining areas of Ghazipur district by 
the then Muslim rulers. Migration of trading 
communities, mostly Hindus, was from the districts 
like Gorakhpur, Basli, Varanasi, Ballia and Ghazipur. 
However, it apprars that since then very little in
migration h'as taken place in Kopaganj town. Present 
survey reveals that out of 1691 sample population 
only 258 (25.93 per cent) were migrants. Out of the 
total migrant population 91.47 per cent were non
worker females who have obviously come to the 
town after getting married. It would appear that there 
are negligible employment opportunities in the town 
for motivating male in-migration. 

Nevertheless the survey indicates that besides 
trading and commercial activities in the town, village 
folks from the neighbouring villages like Khu
Khadwa, Shahroz, Sonarich Para, Khyarahal and 
Dhekwara commute to Kopaganj daily who are 
mainly engaged as weavers or masonary labourers. 

In addition to this, there has been some 
outmigration due to economic depreSSion about 
hundred years back. Weavers had then migrated to 
JabaJpur, Nagpur, Indore, Bhiwandi and Tanda. 
But all those migrated have now very little links with 
this town although they visit the town one in two or 
three years. 



Impact of topography and other factors on 
the growth pattern and growth history of the 
town 

The western and south western part of the town 
is low lying area. It is said that this low lying area was 
earlier the bed of Chhoti Sarju river which changed its 
course with the passage of time. In fact, south-west 
portIon of the town is tal. This area is therefore, not 
suitable for habitation purposes as it remains water 
logged during the rainy season and early winter also. 
The northern portion of the town is bounded by the 
trench built by Azam Khan, the then Raja of 
Azamgarh. The area towards the south of the town is 
congested and has no scope for further habitation. 
The area towards north of this trench is plain and fit 
for extension of abadi. But this area is out of the limits 
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of the town area. A new colony has sprung up 
adjoining the town known as Nayapura. It is hoped 
that this area will develop in future and will be 
merged within the limits of the town area. 

The eastern portion of the town located towards 
west of National Highway NG. 29 is also not plain 
area. It seems that the trench around the town in 
ancient days passed through the area. So inspite of 
the fact that there is enough open space towards 
the east of the town it could not be utilised 
properly becaus~ of being a low lying area. 
However, the area towards south of Thana Chhawani 
road, excluding Gauri Shankar Temple, is a plain 
area and hence fit for habitation. Kopaganj is well 
linked with other neighbouring towns and Villages 
by motorable roads. 



CHAPTER m 

AMENITIES AND SERVICES 

mSTORY OF GROwm AND PRESENT POSITION 

Administrative offices, Civic amenities and 
services available in the town are discussed below: 

Town Area Committee 

The earliest record of the town area dates 
back to 1914. It may be, therefore, presumed that the 
town area was established around 1914. The office of 
the Town Area Committee was housed in old 
bUilding upto 1975 but since then it has extended in 
a separate rented building also. The main functions 
of the town area committee are to ensure proper 
sanitation and cleanliness, construction and 
maintenance of roads, drains, urinals, street light, 
public toilets and collection of taxes. The staff of the 
town area committee comf-rises Secretary, Tax 
Collector, Octroi Moharir, Line Man, Peon and 
Sweepers. The office is governed by an elected body 
headed by a Chairman who is assisted by Vice 
Chairman and thirteen members. Members are 
elected at least one from each mohalla. However, 
elections have not been held for the last twelve years. 
The sub-divisional magistrate of the Tahsil is looking 
after its working as Chairman. The income realised 
by the town area committee through various sources, 
are spent on extension, construction and 
improvement of civic amenities in the town. Besides, 
funds are also made available by the State 
Government for providing basic infrastructure to the 
inhabitants. 

Amenities 

(1) Water Supply 

The facility of tap water was introduced in the 
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town during 1976-77. Prior to it the main sources of 
drinking water supply were tubewell, handpump 
and well. Presently about 90 per cent of the total 
households in the town get tap water. Of these forty 
five per cent have private connections while rest of 
them take potable water from public connections. 
Some part of south Wazeedpura and Hakeempura 
are not served by tap water facility. Thay obtain water 
from the wells and handpumps. Presently the daily 
volume of water supply in the town is 1,520 Kilo 
Litres. The duration of water supply through over 
head tank is nine hours a day. Bleaching powder is 
used to purify water whenever necessary. 

(2) Consemmcy 

The present survey shows that the town by and 
large presents a dirty appearance in the absence of 
proper roads, pathways and drainage system. The 
sanitary condition is very poor. There are no major 
drains to serve as outlet for the dirty water of the 
town. There is no dumping ground for garbage 
exccpt a pit which in itself is the main source of 
creating in-sanitary condition in the town. As a 
consequence the total garbage is thrown at t."Ie 
outskirts making the total atmosphere polluted. 
Presently there are 100 water borne and 500 service 
toilets. There are however, two public toilets but they 
are inadequate to meet the requirement of the town 
dwellers. Generally the residents of the town go in 
the neighbouring fields to attend call of nature. 
Private toilets are cleaned by private sweepers and 
the refuge is disposed of by them out side the town. 
There are in a1140 sweepers, two of them are Dam by 
caste and remaining are Muslims. Hand trollies and 
bullock carts are used to remove the garbage of the 



town. Over a period of fifteen years, there has been 
a very slight change in the sanitary condition of the 
town. 

(3) Power and road Lighting 

The town was electrified in 1958 by the Uttar 
Pradesh State Electricity Board through Obra Rihand 
Power Project. The electric supply is A.C. by 33 K.V. 
and the volume of consumption is 86 Amp. On the 
whole, seventy-five per cent of the population 
accommodated in 65 per cent of the buildings are 
served by network of electricity. 

Presently there are 1,500 domestic, 850 
commercial and 105 road light connections in the 
town. The rate of electricity charges per unit are 0.80 
paise for domestic and 0.65 paise for power. 

The total volume of electricity consumed per 
month in the town is approximately twenty lakhs 
units valuing about Rs. 18lakhs. However, the power 
supply in the town was reported to be irregular and 
had marked voltage fluctuations. 

(4) Fire Fighting 

The facility of fire brigade was neither available 
in 1971 nor the same was reported during the present 
survey. However, the services of fire brigade are 
summoned from the district headquarters whenever 
required. 

(5) Block Development Office 

The block development office is situated near the 
railway station. It was established under Panchayat 
Raj Act in 1956. The main functions of the 
development block is extension work for raising 
agricultural productivity, construction of link roads 
and Bio-gas plants and implementation of various 
programmes and poliCies of the Government from 
time to time. The office is housed in its own building .. 
Besides office building there are residential 
accommodations for 2 officers and 18 other official!;. 
The jurisdiction of the development block covers 10 
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Nyay Panchayats, 81 Gram Sabhas and 144 revenue 
and 13 uninhabited villages. 

(6) Police Station 

The police station in the town is situated on the 
national highway at the crossing of the Thana
Chhawani road. It is located in Government building 
and has provision of residential facilities for its 
officials. The staff strength of the police station 
comprise, Station Office, Sub-Inspectors, Head 
Constables and Constables. The jurisdiction of the 
police station is spread over 64 villages and the entire 
town area-Kopaganj. During the year 1985-86 as 
many as 86 criminal cases were registered and 84 
chalans were issued. No case of deviant behaviour 
like suicide or alcoholism has been intimated by the 
police station. 

(7) Agriculture Production Mandl Parishad 

Located in mohall a Dostpura, this office was 
established in June, 1969. It aims at sale and purchase 
of food grains like, wheat, barley, millet, peas, 
pulses, maize, groundnut, oilseeds, sugarcane and 
spices. The staff engaged in Mandi Parish ad 
comprise Secretary, Cashier, Inspector and Helper. 
Moreover, there is an agriculture protection unit and 
an agriculture seed store which provide different 
k~pd of pesticides, improved high yielding variety of 
seeds at reasonable rates. These establishment are 
being supervised by the block development officer. 
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(8) Kopaganj Cooperative Society 

It was established under the Co-operative 
Society Act in 1964-65 which aims at sale and 
purchase of food grains, oilseeds and pulses. The 
other activities of the society inclvde sale of cereals 
pulses on commission basis and provision of credit 
facility to the needy and poor farmers. 

(9) Transport and Communication 

The transport facilities available inside the town 
as well as for the adjoining regions are bullock cart, 



bicycle, ekka (Horse driven passenger van), 
rickshaw, taxi, truck and bus. Ekkas and rickshaws 
ply up to village and inside the town. Taxi charges 
from Kopaganj to Ghosi and Mau are Rs. 1.50 per 
passenger. Rickshaw charges from one place to other 
within the town vary between Rs. 1.00 to Rs. 2.50. 
Nearly fifty taxies ply daily from Kopaganj to 
Maumith Bhanjan at an interval of 15-30 minutes. A 
few taxies are, available for Goshi and Dohrighat also. 
The most busy time for them is between 8AM to 11 
AM and 4 PM to 7 PM. The Uttar Pradesh State 
transport buses ply from Kopaganj to Azamgrh, 
Kasara, Ghazipur and Gorkhpur. Transport of 
commodities by road takes by trucks and bullock 
carts. There is no transport company in Kopaganj but 
a few persons of the town and adjoining village own 
truck and matadors. Yarn, finished textile goods, 
grain, gur and oilseeds are transported to Maunath 
Bhanjan. From the adjoining villages goods are 
generally transported by bullock-carts. 

As has been stated earlier, National Highway 
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No.29 is the main road which connects the town with 
Dohrlghat, Gorakhpur, Maunath Bhanjan and 
Ghazipur. Kopaganj-Kasara road links the town with 
Maunath Bhanjan via Ballia road. Other roads 
serving this town are Kipaganj-Koinapar road, 
Kopaganj-Shahl'oj road and Kopaganj-Bapu college 
road. These roads connect town to Ghosi-Maunath 
Bhanjan, Shahroj and other neighbouring villages of 
the town, 

(10) Railway Station 

Kopaganj is a railway station on IndaraJunction
Dohrighat meter gauge line. It was opened for traffic 
about 84 years back on March 24, 1904. Three up and 
down train services are available on this line 
connecting the town with Indara Junction located on 
Bhatni-Allahabad trunk route. Through Bhatni 
Junction, the town is connected with big cities of 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. The details of the average 
number of outgOing and incoming passengers is 
presented in Tahle IIU. 

Tablem.l 

Average number of passengers during 1986-87 

Name of month Outgoing passengers Incoming passengers 

1 2 3 

April, 1986 8,296 18,937 

May, 1986 11,236 23,994 

June, 1986 12,390 27,923 

July, 1986 7,060 16,040 

August, 1986 9,789 25,597 

September, 1986 6,839 14,646 

October, 1986 7,839 15,574 

November, 1986 8,807 20,302 

December, 1986 9,600 15,279 

January,1987 7,056 14,691 

February, 1987 7,019 14,917 

March, 1987 7,072 13,694 



From the table 111.1 it is seen that maximum 
number of passengers depart during the month of 
May andJune. Similarly passengers coming to town 
are maximum in the months of May, June and 
Au~t. On an average 8,332 passengers per month 
go from the town and 18,446 come into the town. The 
average number of passengers going out daily is 278 
while corresponding number of incoming is 300. 
Long distance joprneys from places like Rasra, Ballia 
and Varanasi are performed by rail while short 
distances are travelled by buses and taxies. 

Communication 

The communication system of the town includes 
network of post office, telegraph and telephone. The 
post office in the town is situated adjacent to the 
police station in a private building. The staff consists 
of post master, telegraphist, telephone operators, 
clerks, postman, mail peon and messenger. During 
the year 1985-86, 25,244 postcards wortJ:i Rs. 
3786.60, 29,240 inland letters of Rs. 10,234, 16,511 
envelopes of Rs.9,906.60 and stamps of different 
values worth Rs. 53,085.86 were sold from the post 
office. As much as 751 telegrams were received and 
771 were issued from the post office during the above 
mentioned period. 
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Similarly 1,329 money orders of the value of 
Rs.1,72,278.43 were received and 8,486 money 
orders valuing Rs. 24,90,779.49 were issued. The 
automatic telephone exchange of the town has 34 
lines in the town. The revenue realised during the 
year 1986-87 through local and trunk calls amounted 
to Rs. 27,056.50. The volume of the work and the 
earning have considerably increased during a period 
of last ten years. 

Municipal Budget 

The annual budget of the town for the year 1983-
84 and 1985-86 is presented in Table III.2. However, 
during 1981 the per capita income and expenditure 
of the town was Rs. 8.25 and 16.73 lakhs 
respectively. 

Income 

The main sources of income of the town are 
property tax, toll tax, tahbazari, licence fee (which 
has now been dropped in few cases), government 
contribution towards dearness allowance, 
government grants and aids and income from 
garbage, manure, finel and octroi. 

Tablem.2 

Income of the town for the year 1983-84, 1984-85 and 198;-86 

Year Earlier Balance Tax Grants Miscellaneous Total 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1983-84 5,051.69 37,962.48 5,06,305.64 43,380.02 5,92,699.83 

1984-85 85,423.33 2,567.00 4,55,069.82 14,376.02 5,57,436.17 

1985-86 32,203.12 887.00 5,36,323.76 60,000.00 6,29,413.88 

The total income from all the sources during that over a period of ten years the income of the Town 
1973-74 was reported to beRs. 2,74,000.00 which has Area Committee has increased by 116.31 per cent. 
gone up to Rs. 5,92,699.83 during 1983-84. It shows The assessment of the income for the year 1984-85 



was made as Rs. 5,57,436.17 which is lower than the 
previous year but reasons of decline could not be 
ascertained. The income collected during 1985-86 
accounted to Rs. 6,29,413.88 an increment of 12.91 
per cent over the income collected during 1984-85. 
The percentage share of the different sources during 
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1985-86 was 5.12 per cent earlier balance, 0.14 taxes 
85.21 grants and contribution and 9.53 from 
miscellaneous contribution. Grants and aids account 
for maximum perceQtage of the total income. The 
estimated income from the various heads during 
1986-87 is presented in table III.3. 

Tablem.3 

Income received from different sources during 1986·87 

Head of Income Amount 

1 2 

1. Income from Tahbazari 90,000.00 

2. Income from Majawa Khana 2,400.00 

3. Income from Fee, Gost Kala and Gost Khurd 2,125.00 

4. Income from Miscellaneous sources 10,000.00 

5. Income from water supply 50,000.00 

6. Grants and aids from State Government for 5,26,000.00 
compensation and construction 

7. Trade, Commerce and House Tax 10,000.00 

8. Earlier balance for trade, commerce and house tax 3,96,546.00 

Total 

The estimated income as reported by town area 
committee was highest from the sources of grants 
and aids (48.39 per cent) received from state 
government for compensation and construction of 
roads and maintenance of on going projects. The 
second highest is the arrears of the e<lrlier balance 
from trade, commerce and house tax (36.48 per 
cent). The other sources are tahbazari (8.28 per cent), 
majwakhana (0.22), licence fee gost kala and gost 

10,87,071.00 

khurd (0.19), miscellaneous SOUfces (0.92), water tax 
(4.60), trade, commerce and house tax (0.92 percent) 
Miscellaneous income is earned through storage of 
kerosene oil and fee from building plan etc. Thus 
looking into the details of the income during 1986-87 
it may be seen that 51.61 per cent estimated income 
of the town is by its own sources and rest is managed 
by the grants received from the government. Thus, if 
there is no government grant, the income of the town 



area from its own sources would hardly be sufficient 
to meet out the expenses. 
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Expenditure 

The details of the expenditure of the town area 
committee are presented in table IlI.4 

Tablem.4 

Expenditure on different heads during 1983-84, 1984-85 and 1985-86 

S1. No. Heads of expenditure 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86 

1 2 3 4 5 

1. General administration and 
tax collection 1,06,179.90 80,260.08 83,656.40 

2. Cleanliness and lighting 3,10,510.79 2,69,436.16 2,74,583.18 

3. Construction 40,834.77 1,36,474.18 1,85,354,11 

4. Repayment of loan 72,000.00 

5. Miscellaneous 30,660.31 39,062.63 50,858.32 

6. Earlier balance of pay 85,423.33 32,203.12 34,965.87 

Total 6,45,609.10 5,57,436.17 6,29,417.88 

Note: Exact figures for the year 1986-87 could not be made available. 

The table III.4 shows higher expenses (16.45 per 
cent of the total expenditure) on general 
administration (including staff salary) and tax 
collection during the year 1983-84 which has 
reduced to 24.42 per cent during the year 1984-85 
and 21.21 per cent during the year 1985-86. 
Expenditure on cleaning and lighting is 48.1 ° per 
cent during 1983-84 and for the subsequent periods 
it was 48.33 and 43.62 per cent respectively. The 
expenditure on construction and maintenance of 
roads accounted for 6.32 per cent in 1983-84, 24.48 in 
1984-85 and 29.45 during 1985-86. These 
percentages indicate that expenditure on public 
works is increasing due to construction of roads and 
drains besides maintenance work is being taken up 
in larger proportion. Miscellaneous expenses like 
audit fee, travel allowance has also an increasing 

trend. During the year 1985-86, of the total 
expenditure 8.08 per cent has been incurred on this 
item. The analysis of expenditure table reveals that 
for the year 1985-86, maximum amount was spent on 
cleaning and lighting (43.62 per cent) followed by 
construction and maintenance (29.45), general 
administration and tax collection (13.29), 
miscellaneous (8.08) and earlier balance to pay 
(5.56). It is further observed that town area has spent 
lesser amount on construction and maintenance 
which is ofei.mportance for the development of the 
town. It was reported during the survey that with the 
present source of income it would not be feasible for 
the civic body to spend more amount on 
developmental schemes. Hence it is essential to tap 
all the possible sources of income of the town area 
committee. 



There are several industrial and commercial units 
in the neighbouring area of the town which are not 
paying any tax. It will, therefore, be worthwhile to 
include such areas in its limit in order to augment its 
income. In addition to this the bye-laws and the 
regulation prevailing in the town have to be 
revamped for strengthening the future earnings. 

Tablem.S 

Estimated expenditure on diffetellt items as 
reported by Town Area Committee Office 

during the year 1986-87 

SI.No. Item 

2 

1. Power and light 

2. Postal 

3. Stationary charges 

4. deanliness 

5. Form Receipts 

6. Waterworks 

7. Public works 

8. Others 

Total 

Amount 
(in Rs.) 

3 

85,000 

1,000 

1,000 

9,000 

28,000 

75,000 

225,000 

31,000 

455,000 

It may be seen from above table III.5, that of the 
total expenditure 49.45 per cent was proposed on 
public works i.e., the construction and maintenance 
of roads, urinals, toilets and maintenance of 
slaughter house, 18.68 per cent on POWItI' and light, 
16.48 per cent on water works and remaining 15.39 
per cent on stationery, postal, form receipts and other 
miscellaneous item6. The table indicates that the 
major amount is being spent on maintenance while 
on the construction and development activities, are 
getting lesser attention. 
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Education 

There are 2 intermediate colleges (one each for 
boys and girls), 2 junior high schools (one each for 
boys and girls) 4 primary schools, 6 Urdu teaching 
centres and one adult education centre. Some of 
these institutions get government grant but run by 
private management, some by district board and 
others entirely by private management. According to 
the 1981 Census the availability of schools per ten 
thousand population in the town was 0.52 for higher 
secondary and intermediate, 0.52 for secondary/ 
matriculation, 0.05 junior secondary and 0.52 on 
primary. There is no degree college in the town for 
wkich students have to go·to Ghosi. The nearest 
medical and engineering colleges are located at 
Gorakbpur. There is a polytechnic at Azamgarh 
while typewriting and vocational training centres are 
located at Maunath Bhanjan. 

Inter College 

There are two intermediate colleges in the 
town-one for boys and the other for girls. The Bapu 
Inter College, Kopaganj was established in 1949 
under the management of Bapu College Committee, 
where education from class VI to XII is being 
imparted to both boys and girls. There were 1,130 
enrollments in different classes (863 male and 267 
female) during 1987. The subjects being taught in this 
institution are Hindi, English, Maths, Science, Social 
Science, Agriculture and Commerce. There were 36 
teachers of different disciplines. The management 
committee works under a chairman. It consists of 
seven members and most of them are the prominent 
persons of the town. The school is affiliated to 
Directorate of Education, Government of Uttar 
Pradesh. The Bapu Kanya Inter College is exclusively 
for girls which also imparts education from VI to 
VIIIth class. This was established in 1933 for 
imparting education from class VI to VIII but later on, 
in early seventies, this school was renamed as Bapu 
Kanya Inter College and converted for girls 
exclUSively. Henceforth the level of education was 
increased from VIII to XII class. There were 208 
students and 5 teachers excluding the Principal. 



This school is also run by government grant under 
Bapu College Management committee, The medium 
of instruction in these schools is Hindi. Boys and girls 
of different castes study together in these institutions. 
No fee. is charged from the students belonging to 
scheduled castes. Apart from this half and full fee 
concessions are given to some poor student wards of 
the teaching staff. Scholarships are also awarded to 
the students in the college belonging to scheduled 
castes. No student unrest was reported from these 
institutions, There is no student union in all the above 
colleges. 

Junior High School 

The Junior High School, Kopaganj and BaUka 
Vidyalaya, Kopaganj are the two educational 
institutions run by the District Board, Azamgarh, 
Besides head master and head mistress, there were 
10 teachers in the former and 7 in the latter 
institution, The strength of Junior High School, 
Kopaganj was 412 students whereas 248 students 
(152 boys and 96 girls) were enrolled in Balika 
Vidyalaya. Students of all the castes get education in 
these institutions, The subjects which are being 
taught are Hindi, English, Maths, Sanskrit, Social 
Science, Science, Arts and Agriculture, The medium 
of instruction is Hindi. 

Primary School 

Out of the four primary schools namely Primary 
Pathshala, Shishu Mandir, Gyanodaya Vidyalaya and 
Bal Vidya Mandir, one is run by district board and 
remaining three are managed by private bodies. 
Shishu Mandir is run by social service agency eR,S.S). 
While gyanodaya Vidyalaya and Bal Vidya Mandir 
are being run by two local persons. Education in 
these schools is imparted from class I to V and 
subjects being taught are Hindi, English, Maths, 
History, Geography and General Science, Education 
is free in these schools run by the district board while 
privately owned institutions charge tuition and other 
fee at higher rate. The total strength of students in 
Primary Pathshala and Shishu Mandir was reported 
to be 322 and 317 respectively, However, the 
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corresponding number for the remaining schools 
was not reported. Education in the private schools is 
imparted on Montessori System. 

Madatsa Arabia Misbahululu.n 

This school was established in 1969, It imparts 
education from class I to VID, Besides its curriculum 
also includes courses like Munshi I and II, Molwi I 
and II, Alim I and II, Karmatl and II and Fazil I and II. 
Only students of Muslim community are enrolled in 
this school and main subjects taught are Urdu, Hindi, 
Social Science, Maths and Persian, The medium of 
instruction is Urdu. Religious teaching is also given to 
students, The management committee consists of 
local Muslims and the school is run by Government 
grant and donation from Muslim of the town, 
Education/is free and books are given on loan. The 
total strength of students during 1986-87 was 709 
(514 boys and 195 girls). There were 26 teachers 
engaged in this institution. 

Jumait·ul·ulum 

Education from class I to V is imparted in this 
school. Besides, it also holds Arabic and Hifz classes. 
The total number of students in this institution is 305. 
The teaching staff consisted of 17 teachers and the 
medium of instruction was Urdu while for Hifz it has 
arabic, All the students enrolled belong to Muslim 
community, The school is run by a management 
committee. They also get aid from the government. 
Education is free and books are given on loan in this 
institution also. 

Waseeat·ul·ulum 

This school imparts education from class I to V in 
ArabiC, Hifz and Nazira to students of both the sexes. 
There were 140 boys and 94 girls enrolled as students 
during 1986-87 in different classes, All the students 
belong to Muslim community, The medium of 
instruction is Urdu, for primary class, Arabic for Hifz 
and Nazira, For arabic classes both Urdu and Arabic 
'are the medium of instruction, Education is free in 
this school also. The school is run by government aid 
and donations from muslims, 



In addition to these, three schools viz .. Imdad-ul
ulum, Taleema-Baligan and Madarsa Daml-Quran 
are run by social service agencies under private 
management. 

MEDICAL FACruTY 

Primary Health Centre 

This centre was established in 1959. During 1971 
it was located in the building of co-operative 
Federation, Kopaganj, now it has its own building. 
There are facilities for indoor treatment, maternity 
and family planning cases. Primary I Je-alth Centre has 
one medical officer incharge apart from two doctors, , 
one pharmacist, one ward boy and one sweeper. 
There is facility of four beds for indoor treatment. 
During 1985-86, 18 indoor patients from the town 
and 9 from outside the town were treated in Primary 
Health Centre. The Primary health centre has also 
one maternity hOMe and family planning centre 
attached to it. Where services of sterilization, Copper 
T, Nirodh, Oral Pills, immul1isation, deliveries and 
clinic are being provided. Para medical staff consists 
of one extension educator, one social worker, male 
and female each, four female basic health workers 
and one each male and female health inspector. The 
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centre ha~ irs jurisdiction over entire town area and 
development block. During the year 1985-86, as 
much as 2,049 outdoor patien~ere treated from the 
different regions of the district Azamgarh. Family 
planning ca~s are very frequently attended by the 
doctors. During the year 1985-86, 55 cases of male 
sterilization, 863 cases of insertion of Copper-T, fr~e 
Nirodh was distributed to 277 males and oral pills 
were given to 143 femaJes (apart fram 1,622) 
immunisation case of females. During the same year 
1241 deliveries were attended and clinical assistance 
was given to 1470 females. Besides, the centre is 
running 23 branches under its jurisdiction. The 
number of staff deployed consists of Basic Health 
worker (11 male and 26 female), health supervisor (7 
male and 7 female) and extension education (one 
each male and female). 

During 1972 the patients mainly treated were 
suffering from dysentry (236), worm infection (289), 
anaemia (3JO), conjuctivits and trachoma (428), ear 
disease (376), bronchitis (636), dental (357), gastritis 
(578), skin infection (698), seasonal cold and 
temperature (602), superfluous injuries (916) and 
tuberculosis (36). The incidence of disease treated 
during 1985-86 is given in table IIl.6 

Tablem.6 

Incidence of diseases treated in medical institution during 1985-86 

SI. No. Category of diseases Number treated Remarks 

Indoor Outdoor 

2 3 4 5 

1. Infective and parasitic diseases 1 530 385 

2. Neoplasm 

3. Allergic endoerine system, metabolic and 
nutritional disease 56 20 

4. Diseases of the blood and blood forming organs 36 28 
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Table m.6 (Concld.) 

1 2 3 4 5 

5. Mental, psychonuerotic and personality disorders 43 34 

6. Diseases of the nervous system 
and sense organs 3 1 234 277 

7. Disease of the circulatory system 3 88 56 

8. Diseases of the respiratory system 1 2 1,336 932 

9. Diseases of the digestive system 29 22 3,017 2,614 

10. Diseases of the genitourinary system 

11. Deliveries and complications of pregnancy, 
child birth 227 289 

12. Diseases of the skin and cellular tissue 1 

13. Diseases of the bones and organs of movements 3,873 3,122 

14. Congenital malformations 

15. Certain diseases of early infancy 

16. Symptoms senility and illdefined conditions 

17. ACcidents, poisoning and violence 

Total 

The most common diseases in the town are, 
common cold, fever, anaemia, deficiency disease, 
disease related to digestive system, Genito-urinary 
system, bone, respiratory system and malnutrition. 

219 356 

500 300 

500 490 

3 2 516 413 

41 27 11,175 9,316 

Incidence of tuberculasis was reported to be higher 
among the females due to hard labour, poor 
nutrition, dirty surroundings, unhealthy living 
conditions and protein deficiency. No case of small 



pox was however reported by the centre. A 
campaign for vaccination against cholera is held 
every year. Dedication week is organised to make 
prople aware on health, maternity and family 
planning issues. In addition to the above a few 
private medical clinics are there in the town where 
ailing persons preferto go for treatment, there are no 
private nursing or maternity homes in the town. 

Veterinary Hospital 

The veterinary hospital work under the 
jurisdiction of block development officer. The staff 
consists of one veterinary surgeon, 2 compounders, 
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3 stockmen and 2 messengers. It is located in a 
government building near the office of block on 
national highway. The common diseases among 
cows, buffaloes and other milch cattle are sutra 
(tympanitis) a digestive system disease, colic 
diarrhoea, pheumonia, conjuctivits, tail gangarin, 
matritus, haemorrhay and black quarter etc. Ranikhet 
is the com on disease among poultry birds. Besides 
treatment, va<.:cination is done at the hospital. There 
is one artifical insemination centre. During 1970-71, 
173 cases of the town and 4,324 cases from outside 
the town were treated in hospital. The incidence of 
diseases has decreased over a period of 15 years 
which may be seen in table III.7. 

TABLEm.7 

Incidence of Disease among Animals during 1985·86 

SI. no. Animals Nature of disease Number treated 

1 2 3 4 .L 

1. Large animals (Cow, Buffalo, Surra, Digestive System disease of Foot, 2,429 
Bullock, Elephant, Horse, Mule, Mouth and Toe, Colic, diarrhoea etc. 
Donkey) 

2. Small animals (Goat, Sheep, Matrites Hamorrhay and Black quarters 183 
Pig, Dog etc.) 

3. Poultry Ranikhet 400 

Boarding, lodging and eating houses 
There is one dharamshala which is located in 

Purana Kopa attached to Shiva temple. It has six 

rooms without any bed. Re. 1.00 per day per room is 
charged as a token fee for staying. There are no hotels 
or lodge in the town. 



CHAPfERIV 

ECONOMIC IlFE OF TIlE TOWN 

The economic activities of the people living in 
the town play an important role in its development. 
Kopaganj town has several handloom and 
powerloom units. There is also a wholesale market of 
oilseed, grains, tobacco and gur. The surplus 
produce of all these items are brought from the 
neighbouring areas and sold here to local 
businessmen who sell them to different regions in the 
country. Thus besides manufacturing textile fabrics, 

the town is a centre of wholesale and retail trade. 

Out of the total population of 19,075 persons the 
percentage of workers has been 35.48. The work 
participation rate for males is 44.13 per cent and for 
females 26.34. The work participation rate of the 
town by sex alongwith the other town areas of the 
tahsil is presented in table IV.1 

Table IV. 1 

Workers by sex: Kopaganj and other towns oftahsll Ghosi (1981 Census) 

Name of urban unit Total population Total workers 

Persons Male 

1 2 3 

1. Kopaganj T.A 19,075 9,793 

2. Ghosi T.A. 19,635 ]0,281 

3. AdariT.A. 6,800 3,500 

4. Doharighat T.A 6,623 3,182 

5. Amila T.A. 3,715 1,887 

Table IV. 1 shows that the participation rates for 
both males and females in Kopaganj compare well 
with that of town Ghosi. While percentage of 
workers to total population in respect of Kopaganj is 
35.48, it is 28.97 for Ghosi, 29.02 for Adari, 24.89 for 
Dohrighat and 27.81 for Amila. The pe'rcentage of 
male worker to total male population is 44.13 in 

Kopaganj, 43.84 in G.'~~~1Q..3.l jQ Adari, 45.10 in 
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Female Persons Male Female 

4 5 6 7 

9,282 6,767 4,322 2,445 

9,354 5,688 4,507 1,181 

3,300 1,974 1,411 563 

3,081 1,559 1,435 124 

1,828 1,033 835 198 

Dohrighat and 44.25 in Amila. The participation of 
male workers is almost of similar level in aU the towns 
of the tahsil but the corresponding percentages for 
female are 26.34 in Kopaganj, 12.63 in Ghosi, 17.06 in 
Adari, 4.02 in Dahrighat and 10.83 in Amila. The 
participation rate in respect of females in Kopaganj 
town is highest, whereas it is lowest in town 
Dohrighat. Comparatively a higher level of work 



participation rate in these towns among females is 
mainly due to their active involvement in weaving 
and allied activities. 

Industrial Category of Workers 

The table IV.2 provides number of workers by 
industrial category in town Kopaganj during 1971 
and 1981. 

Table IV. 2 

Industrial category of workers in Kopaganj 
during the 1971 and 1981 censuses 

Industrial category Census year 

1971 1981 

1 2 3 

Total workers 3,553 6,767 

Cultivator 97 200 

Agricultural labourers 160 237 

HousehQld industry 2,290 5,125 

Other Workers 1,006 1,205 

26 

1 

Marginal workers 

Non workers 

2 

10,718 

3 

138 

12,170 

It is observed from the table IV.2 that percentage 
of total workers has increased from 24.90 to 36.20 in 
a period often years (1971-81). At the 1971 Census 
maximum number of workers (64.45 per cent) were 
engaged in household industry and for the 1981 
Census also the percentage (75.74) share of 
household industry workers was highest. Workers 
engaged in other activities like, livestock, mining, 
quarrying, construction, trade and commerce 
together account for 28.32 per cent of total workers 
during 1971 as against 17.81 in 1981. However, there 
has been no wide variation in the percentage of 
workers employed as cultivators and agricultural 
labourers. The percentage of non-workers has 
declined from 75.10 to 63.80 during the decade 1971-
81. 

workers by age and sex 

The table IV.3 presents number of workers by 
broad age group and sex in respect of various 
localities in the town. 

TablelV.3 

Distribution of workers by age-group, sex and Iocallty (1987 survey) 

Age-groups 

S1. No. Locality 0-14 15-34 35-59 60+ All ages 

M F M F M F M F M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1. Phulelpura 24 26 3 6 56 3 

2. Jummanpura 2 33 23 2 6 62 4 

3. Fattanpura 4 12 2 18 

4. Chandanpura 8 17 4 29 

5. Dostpura 1 2 29 2 25 1 6 1 61 6 
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Table IV.3 (Concld.) 

1 2 

6. Hunsapura 

7. Wazeedpura 

8. Hakeempura 

3 

1 

2 

4 5 

20 

44 

6 

6 7 8 

5 17 1 

3 35 

8 

9 

4 

12 

10 11 

42 

93 

14 

12 

6 

3 

Total 4 4 168 10 163 7 40 1 375 22 

The table IV.3 reveals that out of 397 workers 2.01 
per cent are from the age group 0-14, 44.84 from 15-
34, 42.82 from 35-59 while 10.33 belong to the age 
group 60 and above. Approximately 88 per cent of 
the workers are in the working age group 15-59. Of 
the total only 5.54 per cent are females. 

Considering the mohallawise figures it is 
observed that maximum percentage of workers are 
from Wazeedp'Jra (24.18) followed by Dostpura 
(16.88) Jummanpura (16.63), Phulelpura (14.86), 

Hunsapura (12.09), Chandanpura (7.30), Fattanpura 
(4.53) and Hakeempura (3.53), Wazeedpura is one of 
the oldest locality in the town which is carborated by 
the higher percentage of workers as compared to 

other localities in the town. 

workers by occupation 

The workers in the town have been dealt by 
twelve categories which is shown in the table IV.4. 

TableIV.4 

Distribution of workers by occupational category, age and sex, 1987 

Age-Group 
S1. Type of occupa- Total 
No. tion of workers 0-14 15-19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-59 60 + 

M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

1. Unskilled 1 2 1 8 7 6 - 12 5 1 43 
manual 

2. Skilled manual 3 3 27 3 22 2 42 4 39 3 37 1 16 202 

3. Lowest 1 2 3 
professional 
and 
administralion 

4. Small business 1 - . 8 - 16 - 25 - 15 2 28 1 15 11] 
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Table IV.4 (Coneld.) 

1 2 

5. Highly skilled 
and supervisory 
manual 

6. Clerks and 
shopkeeper 

7. Intermediate 
professionals 

8. Medium 
business 

9. Higher Profe
ssional or 
salaried post 

10. Cultivators 

11 Pensioners 

12. Unclassified 

3 4 5 6 7 

- 1 

- 1 

- 1 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

1 1 

1 4 5 

1 2 

3 7 3 2 16 

2 2 

2 1 3 1 8 

1 1 

1 1 1 3 

Total 4 4 37 4 49 2 82 4 77 5 86 2 40 1 397 

It is observed from the table IvA that 10.83 per 
cent are unskilled manual workers whereas 50.88 per 
cent are skilled manual workers. Persons who are 
engaged in lowest administrative job account for 
merely 0.76 per cent while the proportion of small 
businessmen (27.96 per cent) is higher. 

Highly skilled and supervisory manuals and 
retired persons have been reported as 0.25 per' cent 
only. Other occupation being pursued by town 
dwellers are derks and shop assistant (1.26 per cent), 
intermediate professionals (0.50 per cent), medium 
business workers (4.03), higher professional or 
salaried group (0.50), cultivators (2.01) and 

unclassified category (0.76 per cent). The proportion 
of workers to the total working population in the age 
groups 25-34 (21.66 per cent), 35-44 (20.65), 45-59 
(22.17) do not vary much while it is 10.33 per cent in 
the age group 60 and above. The percentage of male 
workers in each age group is, however, higher than 
females. 

workers by educational level and mother 
tongue 

The details of the workers by educational level 
and mother tongue is presented in table IV.5 (on 
page 29) 
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It is observed from the table IV.5 that the two primary level (22.41 per cent male 2.27 per cent 
most prominent languages being spoken in the town females), 25.19 were middle (males 24.68, females 
are Urdu and Hindi. Out of 397 workers (68.51 per 0.51), 13.85 below intermediate (all males), 1.76 
cent) speak Urdu and 125 (31.49) are speakers of below post graduate and 0.25 per cent upto high 
Hindi language. Of the total workers 32.49 per cent school. Thus one-third of the total workers of the 
are illiterate (29.72 per cent male and 2.77 females) town are illiterate. However, literacy among females 
whereas 24.68 per cent have attained education upto is also very low. It is only 50 per cent. 

Tab1eIV.6 

Non-workers by age group, sex and locality 1987 

Sl. Name of Age-groups All ages 
No. locality 0-14 15-34 

M F M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1. Phulepura 62 49 12 29 

2. Jummanpura 56 55 12 29 

3. Fattanpura 21 25 3 13 

4. Chandanpura 25 21 7 13 

5. Dostpura 68 51 10 37 

6. Hunsapura 35 54 10 21 

7. Wazeedpura 91 85 23 61 

8. Hakeempura 12 20 2 7 

Total 370 360 79 210 

Non-workers by age and sex 

From the table IV. 6 it is observed that a majority 
of the non-workers (59.74 per cent) are from the age 
group 0-14, males and females being in equal 
proportion while approximately 23.65 per cent are 
from the 15-34 age group, 11.86 per cent in the age 
group (35-59) and 4.75 in the age group 60 and 
above. The percentage share of females among non 
working popUlation is 61.45 as against only 38.55 for 
males. Thus approximately two-thirds of the non
workers are females. As far as the locality wise 
position is concerned, mohall a Wazeedpura ranks 

35-59 60 + 

M F M F M F 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

15 4 6 78 99 

23 1 5 69 112 

8 24 46 

14 1 4 33 52 

22 2 3 80 11 

18 5 6 50 99 

1 39 5 9 120 194 

5 3 4 17 36 

'1 144 21 37 471 751 

highest (25.69 per cent) followed by Dostpura 15.79, 
Jummanpura 14.81, Phulelpura 14.48, Hansapura 
12.19 per cent, Mohallas with least percentage of 
non-workers are Chandanpura (6.96), Fattanpura 
(5.73) and Hakeempura (4.34). Thus there is sizeable 
variation in the number of non workers in different 
mohallas of the town. 

Non-workers by type of activity 

The engagement of non-workers in various 
types of activities is presented in table IV.7 (on page 
31). 
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Table IV.7 shows that out of total non-working 
population 20.46 per cent males and 12.19 females 
are students and 32.74 per cent females were 
engaged in household duties. Dependents are 15.71 
per cent among males and 14.81 among females. 
Apart from these male infants cover 1.06 per cent 
while it is 1.64 per cent for females. The proportion 
of disabled, retired, beggars and vagrant comprise 
1.14 per cent while inmates of institution and others 
are merely 0.25 per cent of the total non-workersin 
the town. Further analysis of the data reveals that the 
proportion of female engaged in household duties 
and smdents below twenty four years of age are of 
higher proportion among non-workers. 

Non-workers and Educational level 

1betable IV.8 (on page 32) reveals that 47.55 per 
cent of the total non-workers are illiterate while 34.62 
are educated below primary, 1358 upto middle, 3.19 
upto intermediate and 1.()() have attained education 
u pto post-graduate level.1be rate of literacy is higher 
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among males (61.15 per cent) than femalesC 47.00 per 
cent). Of the total male non-worker 38.85 per cent are 
reported to be illiterate while corresponding 
percentage in case of females is 53.00. In case of854 
persons. Urdu has been reported as mother tongue 
and remaining 368 have reported Hindi as their 
mother tongue. The details in respect of mother 
tongue are presented in Table IV.8 (on page 32). 

Professioo.al and private practitioners 

The professional and private practitioners 
comprise lawyers, allopathic, homeopathic and 
ayurvedic doctors, unani hakeem, architect, 
engineers, draftsman, dentist and astrologers. All the 
three system of medical treatment viz. Allopathy, 
Hakeemi and Homeopathy are being practised in the 
town. Medical practitioners provide both 
consultations and dispensing services. Registered 
and unregistered professionals in the town recorded 
during the survey are given in table IV.9. 

Table IV. 9 

Registered/unregistered professionals in Kopaganj 

Sl Description of Number Number 
No. professionals registered unregistered 

1 2 3 4 

1. Lawyer 4 

2. Allopathic doctor 2 13 

3. Homeopathic doctor 11 10 

4. Unani hake em 4 

5. A yurvedic doctor 1 

6. Engineer, Draftsman 4 

7. Dentist, Pharmacist 2 

8 .. Astrologer 1 

Allopathic doctors are consulted very frequently. town prefer to visit Varanasi. 
For the treatment of serious ailments people from the 



Employment status, place of work, transport, 
time taken to re3C'h occupational distance and 
hours of work 

Of the 397 total workers (375 males and 22 
females) 5.79 per cent belong to the category of 
employer, 3.27 as employee, 26.70 as single worker, 
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61.71 as family worker, 2.02 cultivator and 0.51 per 
cent as agricultural labourer. Family workers thus 
rank highest which indicates predominance of 
household industries. The participation rate of 
females comes to 5.54 as against 94 46 per cent for 
males. Details in this respect are presented in table 
IV.10 

Table lV. 10 

Employment Status of workers by locality and sex, 1987 

Employment status by sex 
Locality 

Employer Employee Single Family Cultivator Agricul-
worker worker turai 

M F M F M 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Phulelpura 4 4 9 

Jummanpura 13 4 10 

Fattanpura 9 

Chandanpura 8 

Dostpura 1 2 11 

Hunspura 3 1 11 

Wazeedpura 2 2 37 

Hakeempura 9 

Total 23 13 104 

The place of work in case of 95 .97 per cent of the 
workers are within a distance of one km. and for 0.50 
per cent the average distance was 5-6 kms. Similarly 
3.02 per cent work within distance of9-1 0 kms. while 
the place of work for two persons was withih 350 and 
1500 Kms. respectiveJ.y. These employees are 

labourer 

F M F M F M F 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

2 39 1 

32 4 3 

9 

18 2 

47 6 

26 6 1 

48 3 2 2 

5 

2 225 20 8 2 

working outside the town. The workers who have 
reported their activity within one km. are engaged 
in various weaving and spinning household 
industries. The details are presented in the table IV.l1 
(on page 35). 
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Regarding hours of work in a day, it was reported 
3-4 hours in case of employers and6-7 hours in a day 
for the employees of Government and Non
Government institutions. Persons engaged as single 
worker have reported their hours of work raqging 
between 12-14 hours in a day-andfamilyworkers too 
have intimated the same duration of daily working 
hours. Cultivators and Agricultural labourers during 
the season work about 12 hours_a.day. 

Mode of transport of place of-wo:rk. and time 
taken to reach 

The table N.12 (on ~ 36 to 39) provides 
various-occupation of the workers<>fthett>wn. mode 
of transport used and time taken to reach the place 
of their work. 

It is evident from the Table IV.12 that out of total 
workers, 380 (95.72 per cen~) do not use any means 
of transport. These pedestrians take 30 minutes or 
1eSS to readl their place of work. There were three 
workers who had to e~age taxi for reaching the 
plaee of their work. One each of them was working 
~s teacher, businessman and skilled manual worker. 
All of them took 30 minutes Gf less to reach the place 
of theif work. Eightpersons have reported train as a 
modeof' transportati~u.Ad they toolunore than 1.5 
hrs. to reach their place of work. Of these, six were 
businessmen..and one was a shop assistant. Bus was 
being used as a means of transport by ftve persons.. Of 
~~took 30 minutes or less, two up to 
one hour and one more than one and half hours to 
reach their respective place of werk. Moped was 
being used by one person and he took less than 30 
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m41utes for reaching-his place of work. 

Occupational diversity 

The occupational divet'Sity of the selected 
housdiolds is presmtetl Hlthetabre IV.13 (on pages 
40 to 43). 

The table IV.13 ~ (}ages-40 to 43) reveals that 
out of the total households among whom schedules 
were canvassed amy 21 (10.5 per cent) have 
indicated occupational diversity. This occupational 
diversity was noticed among both father and son. In 
case of thirteen househoWs the nature of jobs is such 
thatfather and son both are engaged in different kind 
of business activity. In one household wife was 
vegetable seller and husband was engaged in brush 
making In another household the father was 
washerman and 'Son was labourer. Againln another 
case the father was M.L A and son was engaged in 
business of handloom products. In one case father 
was engageElifthandloom business whereas son was 
teacher while in another case father was labourer 
and son was weaver. Besides these, of tbe two 

brothers, one was betel shop owner while the other 
w.as._agricu1turallabourer Again in one case, broilier 
was weaver and mother's brother's son had general 
merchant shop. Yet in another case father was 
wasllerman while son's son worked as labourer. 

The employment depth in the town has been 
studied on the basis of the oomber of workers from 
theJ:otal number of adults. The table IV. 14 shows the 
depth of employment in the town. 

Table IV.14 

Distribution of households by employment depth 

Number of All house- Number of households by size alld number of adult having 
workers in holds number of workers in column 1 
the household 1-3 4-6 7-10 11-+ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Nil 2 (6) 1 (2) 1 (4) 

1 92 (255) 16 (33) 34 (82) 39 (118) 3 (12) 

2 55 (252) 1 (2) 18 (66) 30 (144) 6 (40) 
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Table 1V.14 (Coneld.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

3 31 (191) 5 (23) 7 (37) 19 (131) 

4 16 (126) 1 (5) 4 (24) 11 (97) 

5 1 (7) 1 (7) 

6 1 (11) 1 (11) 

7 

8 

9 1 (15) 1 (15) 

10 1 (18) 1 (18) 

Total 200 (881) 18 (37) 59 (180) 81 (340) 42 (324) 

Note : Figures in parenthesis indicate number of adults in the household. 

Table IV.14 shows distribution of household by 
number of workers in the household. It is observed 
that in two households there were no workers and in 
the remaining 198 households out of 881 adult 
members 397 were workers. This shows 
employment depth of 45.06 per cent. Further the 
study of the distribution of households by number of 
workers shows that in 92· households, having 255 
adult members, had one worker and 55 housebGld 
haVing 252 adult members had two workers. 
Similarly, 31 households had three workers, 16 
households' had four workers and one household 
each had 5, 6, 9 and 10 workers. The highest 
employment depth of28.60 per cent was observed in 
S5 households having 252 adult members and 100rest 
of 0.79 per cent among one household having 7 

adults. Again highest employment depth was 
observed in 59 households where size of family 
varied between 4 to 6 and lowest in 18 households of 
family size 1 to 3. 

Unemployment 

The details of the unemployment and persons 
seeking employment is given in the table IV. 15 

The table IV. 15 (on pages 46 and 47) shows that 
all the five persons of 15-24 age group seeking 
employment are Hindu males. Of these two each 
belong to Fattanpura and Dostpura mohall as and 
one is from Chandanpura. These unemployed 
persons have reported their duration of stay in the 
town for twenty years or more. Three out of the total 
employment seekers hail from Suna~ewhlle ooe 
each belongs to Dhobi and Bhar castes. The place of 
birth reponed by all of them was from the state of 
Madhya Pradesh and last residence being district 
Azamgarh. 

Establishments 

Kopaganj is a small town having no large/ 
medium scale industrial units. However there are 
1665 registered small scale textile manufacturing 
units in the town. Besides there are 116 commercial 
units dealing in various items. Details of these 
commercial units is presented in table IV.16 (on 
pages 48 and 49). 

It would appear from table IV.16 that out of 116 
commercial uuits 19 were dealing in food and 
grocery items, 31 in doth, 2 in construCtion, 7 in 
household goods, 14 in other consumer goods, 6 in 
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medical, 2 in educational, 21 in recreational, 2 in 
transport and automobiles, 6 in tools, equipment 
electrical goods etc. and 6 units were of hair dressing. 
It may also be seen from the table that in food grains, 
there were 5 wholesale, 6 retail and 8 grocery units 
with capital investment of 291aes. These units were 
run by Hindu households. The average number of 
persons engaged in these units were 20,12 and 16 
respectively. The establishment dealing in cloth, 
selling miscellaneous textile goods, on wholesale 
basis were 20 and on retail 6, while five units were 
dealing in readymade garments. These were 
reported to be owned by both Hindus and Muslims. 
All the trading and commercial establishments are 
located within the premises of the town area. It was 
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reported that the volume of trade in these 
establishments varied between 1·50 lakhs. Both 
Hindus and Muslims are assodated with trade and 
commerce in the town. At the time of survey the 
average number of persons engaged in each unit 
ranged between 4-200 workers. Thus 16.38 per cent 
of the total establishments relate to food and food 
articles, 26.72 in cloth, 6.03 in household goods, 
12.07 in other consumer goods, 5.17 each in 
medicines, tools and hair dressing, 18.10 in 
recreation and hobby and 1.73 per cen~ each in 
construction, transport and education. 

Particulars of the small scale units have bee given 
in table IV.l7. 

TabJelV.17 

Industrial estabUsbments Town KopaganJ, 1987 

Size 
Large! 

Medium! 
small 

Small 
scale 

Type with 
reference 

to the 
main 

product 

2 

Handicraft 
Sari and 
Lungi 

Location 

3 

Town 
area 

It is observed from the table IV. 17 that all the 
1,665 registered establishments wee of small scale 
units located within the limits of the town area. These 
were all power operated where 4,246 persons were 
employed. During the year 1985-86 the approximate 
output in terms of money was reported to be about 
Rs. 8.59 lacs. The main products of these units have 
been Saries and Lungies. The approximate 
involvement of cost comes to Rs. 13.50 to Rs. 30.00 in 
lungies, Rs. 18.50 to Rs. 50.00 in cotton saries Rs. 
12.00 to Rs. 18.00 in Janta sarles and Rs. 70.00 to Rs. 
250.00 in Polyester saries. During the year 1985-86 

Approximate Approximate Approximate 
number number amount involved 

Without With of workers during 
power power 1985-86 

eRs. in lacs) 

4 5. 6 7 

1,665 4,246 8.59 
(Approx.) 

the approximate output for Lungies had been 50,000, 
Janta saries 10,OPO, Cotton sades 30,000 and 
Polyester textured saries 30,000. The different 
sources offtnances for these units, are private money 
lenders and banks apart from money invested by the 
owners of these units. 

S.cnaIl scaJe u.olts 

The details of the location by products of the 
various workshops in the town is presented in table 
IV.18 (on next page). 
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TablelV.18 

Location of workshop of househokl and small scale Industries 
with reference to location of the household, 1987 

51. Locality where Type of No. of workshop Number of workshops 
no. the household product in the same house- away from household 

resides hold adjoining it within 1 Km. 

2 3 4 5 

1. Phulelpura 5arVLungi 6 
Sari 4 
Lungi 2 

2. ]ummanpura SarVLungi 3 
Lungi 15 
Sari 2 
Dyeing thread 1 
Artificial jewellery 

3. Fattanpura Bidi 1 
Sari 2 

4. Chandanpura Sweet 
Printed paper 1 
Lungi 4 
Sari 1 
Dhoti ~ 

5. Dostpura Sari 6 
Oay pottery 2 
Lungi 5 
SarVLungi 1 
Oil 1 
Dyeing thread 1 
Bidi 1 
Jewellety 1 

6. Hunsapura LungVSari 2 
Lungi 2 
Sari 8 
Cot (wooden frame) 1 

7. Wazeedpura Lungi 12 
Sari 12 
SarVLungi 

8. Hakeempura Lungi 1 
Sari 3 

Total 104 





Table IV. 18showsthat of the total 104 small scale 
units, 36.79 per cent are engaged in the 
manufacturing of Sari (cotton and synthetic). Only 
12.26 per cent manufacture Sari and Lungi both 
whereas 33.96 per cent are engaged in the 
production of Lungi only. Remaining 16.99 per cent 
are engaged in dyeing of yam, bidi making, dhoties 
(gents), earthen pots, oil crushing, preparing sweet· 
meat, jewellery, wooden furniture etc. The 
workshop in all of the units, except one, is located 
within the premises of the household. In the latter 
case it was located within a distance of one kilometre. 
Maximum number of units are located in 
Wazeedpura (25) and minimum (4) in Fattanpura 
and Hakeempura mohalla. The units established in 
Wueedpura manufacture either Sari or Lungi. Yam 
is the basic raw material used for the manufacture of 
Sari and Dhoti while gold and silver is used for 
jewellery, clay for earthen wares, wood for furniture, 
colours for dyeing yarn, tobacco leaf for bidi and 
milk and sugar for sweetmeats. The tools and 
equipment that are required in. the production 
process of the different commodities are loom for 
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Sari Lungi, modeller (Phawa) for jewellery, ~lIers 
for oil and mallet for earthen pots. Details of 
products, claSSified by type of household! small scale 
industry and caste/community are presented in 
table IV.19 (on page 52). 

From the table IV.l9, it may be observed that of 
the total units 78.09 per cent owned by Ansaries of 
the town. These units are engaged in the 
manufacture of Sari, Lungi, dyeing of yam and cotton 
belt. The percentage share of units owned by Syeds 
is 6.67 ~s against merely l.9O by Sheikhs. However, 
persons of both these communities are engaged in 
manufacturing of lungi. Remaining 13.33 per cent 
units are owned by Nai, Patehra, Pathan, Qureishi, 
Kumhar, Teli, Sunar, Ahir, Vaish and Lohar. It has 
been observed that majority of the textile units are 
owned by Muslims while non·textile units are run by 
ihe Hindu households. Thus it would appear that by 
and large commercial activities are controlled by 
Hindu households while manufacturing units are in 
the possession of Muslims. 

Power and Fuel 

Tab1eIV.20 

Household and small scale industry by type ofwotkets, fuel and power, 1987 

Industries by Type of Number of households 
type of product fuel or power running the industry by 

Family worker Family worker 
alone and hired worker 

2 3 4 

Lungi Power 21 
Manual 19 

Sari Power 16 2 
Manual 21 

Sweet Manual 

Printed paper Power 

Choti Manual 
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Table IV.20 (Coneld.) 

1 2 

LungilSari Power 
Manual 

Cot (wooden frame) Manual 

Bidi Manual 

Artificial jewellery Manual 

Narra Manual 

Oil Power 

Clay pottery Manual 
cow dung cake 

Dyeing thread Manual 

It is evident from the table IV.20, that power is 
used as fuel by 49.52 per cent of total units while 
50.48 are manually operated. Cow dung and other 
refuge are u~d for pottery. Of these (93.33) per cent 
of the total units are run by familyworker alone while 
(6.67) units are run by family worker and hired 
labourer. 

Management, physical structure, environment 
and capital 

• 
Ninety per cent of the commercial industrial units 

are shop-cum-residence and remaining are shops or 
manufacturing units. These are housed in pucca 
structure but they still lack proper ventilation. All the 
units are privately owned. Atmosphere is cordial 
without any kind of disturbance. 

Capital is managed either from personal assets 
and savings, loan from relations, money lenders or 
bank. Since no authentic data about capital structure 
involved in the establishment of these units is 
available hence these figures could not be given. 
However, it observed that 50 to 60 per cent of the 
capita! involved is managed by owners themselves 
and remaining from other sources. The production 
process in the town has evolved in such a way that 

3 4 

7 

3 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

whatever is produced in different units is sold in the 
town or at Maunath Bhanjan, 10 kms. away from the 
town. Thus there is no marketing problem. Non
availability of raw materials, specially cotton and 
synthetic yams for the different units have been 
informed by most of the establishments in the town. 

Banks and other financial intermediaries 

The branches of the three banks, viz, Banaras 
State Bank Ltd., State Bank of India and District Co
operative Bank, Azamgarh are functioning in the 
t9wn. There are provisions of fixed deposits, current 
account and saving account. During the year 1986-87 
these branches operated 696 fixed deposit accounts 
involving Rs. 10,51,46,600; 1,205 saving deposits of 
Rs. 1,12,346.00 and 115 current accounts of Rs. 
12,69,700. Keeping in view the above picture, it is 
understood that a large sum of money is under 
circulation. The amount advanced against mortgage 
of 96 hectare of land was reported as Rs. 4,60,000. 
The State Bank of India, Azamgarh, is the lead bank 
which advances short tef.l1l and long term loans. 
During the year 1987, this branch provided loan to 
410 persons engaged in agricultural activities, 11Sfor 
setting up industrial units and to 218 persons to set up 
other small scale units. Benaras State Bank and 



District Co-operative Bank, Ghazipur do not have 
sufficient funds for advancing large scale investment 
loans. Sahara India is the cnly non-financial 
institution functioning in this town. Besides, these, 
there were two registered and seven non-registered 
money lenders who have reported transactions 
worth Rs. 9S lakhs in the town and in the 
neighbouring area. They advance loan by keeping 
the assets as mortgage. 

Land, livestock and other resources 

The entire land CO.98Km2) of the town is 
distributed for residential, educational, commercial, 
industrial, roads, administrative and cultivable 
purposes. Among the 200 household., surveyed. five 
households possessed agricultural or horticultural 
land inside or adjoining the town located within one 
km. from the respective households. The average 
size ofland holdings are 0.04 hectare per household. 
These holdings vary in the range of 0.2 to 0.12 
hectare. 

As is evident from the table IV.21 (on page 56) 
that wheat, paddy, gram. pulses and sugarcane are 
the main crops, grown in the town. Most of the 
persons engaged in cultivatIOn are marginal farmers. 
Hence the entire output IS consumed and nothing is 
left for marKeting except in case of one household 
where 15.00 quintal wheat, 8.00 quintal paddy, 1.00 
quintal pulses and 80.00 quintal of sugarcane was 
reponed to have been sold. Agricultural operations 
in the town is carried by family as well as hired 
workers. The educational attainments of the land 
owning households are that two households have 
attained educational level up to middle, two are 
literate upto primary while one is illiterate. The 
different agricultural implements used for cultivation 
are plough, leveller, spade, kudal, and thrasher 
besides tractor. There is no scope for horticultural 
crops in the town. Land revenue is as per 
Government rates which changes from time to time. 
The land revenue up to the size of 3.50 hectares is 
exempted. 

Persons belonging to different castel community 
have kept some livestock for their own use which 

5S 

includes cow, buffalo, bullock, goat, mule, donkey, 
pigs and poultry birds. 

Operational details of different types of 
economic activities 

Handloom 

It has been observed that manufacturing of 
cotton textiles is the primary activity in the town. 
There are 1,665 lJandloom units engaged in the 
manufacture of sari and lungi. Yarn, dye material, 
starch and other raw materials are obtained from 
commission agents. Due to shortage of finance, only 
a few can purchase it directly from the market. 
Children of the household fill the bobbins and do 
other miscellaneous jobs and children above 15 
years assist in weaving. A weaver,generally weaves 
two saries per day. These products are sent to the 
neighbouring districts of the State and also to States 
of Bihar, West Bengal, Assam and Orissa. It has been 
noticed that previously the product was being sold 
through commission agents but now owners sell 
them directly to the firms and get higher margin of 
profit. Those who get their raw material through 
commission agents has to sell their produce at lower 
rate. O~ly a proportion of the cost is paid in cash and 
rest in terms of raw material. The commission agent 
generally provides them raw materials at a price 
higher than the prevailing market prices. In fact, the 
weaver is exploited by commission agent at every 
step. However, the State Bank of India which is the 
lead bank of the town has started fmancing short term 
and long term loans, to the weavers out only a few 
have reportedly availed this facility due to its 
complicated procedure. 

Powerloom 

There are 150 establishments of powerlooms in 
the town, each one of them has engaged on an 
average of 10-19 persons. The yarn is generally 
obtained from Maunath Bhanjan. Beam is prepared 
from the yarn and transferred to workshop where 
actual weaving takes place. Most of the powerloom 
owners have an agent or sales depot in Mau for the 
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marketing of their product. The handloom textile 
products of Kopaganj are considered to be of good 
quality. The finished product is sold in the Maunath 
Bhanjan market. Hence none of the units has 
reported any marketing problems. However, the 
main problem faced by the powerloom owners was 
reported to be restricted supply of electricity and raw 
material. 

Bidimaldng 

For preparing bidi, the leaves of tendu and 
tobacco is obtained from Maunath Bhanjan. This 
work is mostly done in spare time. All the product is 
consumed locally. . 

Ollcrushing 

Formerly, oil crushing was being done by 
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indegenous oil spellers driven by bullocks but now 
power mills are used for this purpose. Mustard, 
linseed and neem oil is produced here. Neem oil is 
sent to Varanasi and Kanpur for preparing soap. 

sawmachhte 

Bandsaws prepare wooden beams which are 
used for preparing Windows, doors, frames and other 
wooden materials. The industry has a very large 
scope in the town. 

Markets and fairs 

Markets are held thrice in a week on Sunday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Grains, gur, oil, aluminium 
utensils and commodities of general use are sold in 
this market. The work up hours for market are from 
12 Noon to 7 P.M. 



CHAPTER-V 

E~lC AND SELECfED SOCIO-DEMOGRAPlllC CHARAcrERISTICS 
OF mE POPUIATION 

Kopaganj is a multi - ethnic town. The different 
caste/communities living in town, by and large, 
represent the ethnic composition of the region. They 
are followers of Hindu and Muslim religions. An 

attempt has been made of the following account to 
present certain social and ethno-demographic 
characteristics of the inhabitants of the town. 

Religion 

Kopaganj town is dominated by two religious 
communities viz. Hindu and Muslims. According to 

the 1981 Census, the tota] population of the town was 
19,075 persons, of which 7,937 or41.61 per cent were 
Hindus and 11,138 or 58.39 per cent were Muslims. 
Similarly the proportion of household by religion 
was 44.07 per cent for Hindus and 55.93 per cent for 
Muslims. Males and females of Hindu community 
were 21.26 and 20.35 per cent whereas the 
corresponding position for Muslims was 30.09 and 
28.30 per cent respectively. Details of households 
and population by religion and sex have been 
elaborated in table V.1 

TableV.l 

Locality 

1 

Phulelpura 

Jummanpura 

Fattanpura 

Chandanpura 

Dostpura 

Hunsapura 

Wazeedpura 

Hakeempura 

Total 

Households and Population by Religion and Sex 

Hindl:l Muslim Total 

House- Male Female House- Male Female House- Male Female 
hold hold hold 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

5 16 20 22 118 82 27 134 102 

3 19 17 26 112 99 29 131 116 

7 29 26 4 13 20 11 42 46 

10 43 32 5 19 20 15 62 ~2 

12 71 52 18 70 67 30 141 119 

7 27 29 18 65 76 25 92 105 

18 51 49 36 162 148 54 213 197 

1 2 1 8 29 35 9 31 36 

63 258 226 137 588 547 200 846 773 

(Based on 1987 survey data) 
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The table V.l ~hows that of the total households, 
68.50 per cent are followers of Muslim religion as 
against 31.50 followers of Hindu religion. 
Considering these aspect in relation to population a 
similar pattern is observed Le. a majority of 
inhabitants in the town are the follower of Muslim 
religion. Sex-wise analysis indicates that males 
among Hindu are 15.93 per cent as against 13.96 
females while among Muslims 36.32 per cent are 
males and 33.70 are females. Thus males are in larger 
proportion in both the religions. Again looking into 
this aspect in different mohallas of the town it is 
observed that Hindu household are maximum in 
Wazeedpura (18 households) with 19.76 per cent 
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males and 21.68 females and least in mohalla 
Hakeempura (1 household) with only 0.77 per cent 
males and 0.44 females. Similarly Muslim households 
(36) are also in majority in Wazeedpura with 27.55 
per centmales and27.05females and least inmohalls 
Pauanpura (4 household) with 2.21 per cent males 
and 3.65 per cent females. None has reported 
Christianity, Buddhist and Sikhism as their religion 
during the period of survey. 

Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe 

The distribution of the Scheduled Caste 
population in the town presented in table V.2. 

TableV.2 

Distribution. of Scheduled Caste population. by age an.d sex 

Scheduled Caste 0-14 

M F M 

1 2 3 4 

Dhabi 10 7 14 

Khatik 11 15 12 

It is evident from the table V.2 that out of 30 castes 
of different communities residing in the town, Khatik 
and Dhobi are the only two castes belonging to 
scheduled caste. The proportion of the scheduled 
caste population is 6.30 per cent of the total 
population. No scheduled tribe has been foun~ 
during the survey. Considering the distribution of 
population by age-group it is observed that 42.16 per 
cent are in the age grou p 0-14, 48.04 in the age group 

Age and Sex 

15-59 60+ Total 

F M F M F 

5 6 7 8 9 

13 4 2 28 22 

10 3 1 26 26 

(Based on 1987 survey data) 

15-59 and 9.80 per cent in the age group 60 and 
above. The highest population is, however, in the 
age group 15-59 and least in the age group 60 and 
above. 

Other castes 

The description of population belonging to 
castes! comlr.unities other than scheduled castes, by 
broad age group and sex is presented in table V.3. 
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Tablev.3 

Distribution of population by castel community age and sex 

Broad age group 

Castel community 0-14 15-59 60+ 

M F M F M- F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Hindu 

1. Ahir 6 10 8 7 2 1 

2. Barai 3 2 4 2 1 1 

3. Barhai 2 3 5 1 

4. Bari 2 1 2 

5. Bhar 1 3 2 

6. Brahmin 4 3 2 2 1 1 

7. Good 3 3 

8. Kori 2 3 

9. Kumhar 6 4 7 7 1 

10. Lohar 4 1 4 4 

11. Mallah 2 5 6 5 2 1 

12. Nai 4 3 4 2 

13. Nonia 2 2 2 1 

14. Patehra 2 5 8 7 1 

15. Sunar 5 2 6 6 2 

16. Teli 13 14 26 17 2 

17. Vaish 21 14 25 23 5 6 

MusHm 

18. Ansari 216 209 216 191 28 14 

19. Darzi 1 3 2 1 

20. Dhunia 2 4 1 1 

21. Faqir 1 3 3 2 1 1 

22. Kunjra 2 6 6 5 2 2 
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Table V.3 (Coneld.) 

1 2 3 

23. Manihar 11 7 

24. Nai 12 7 

25. Pathan 9 11 

26. Qasai 4 3 

27. Sheikh 6 7 

28. Syed 17 17 

Total 353 342 

It is observed from the table V.3 that the entire 
(non SClST) population is distributed among 28 
castes/communities of which Barai, Patehra, Ahir, 
Bhar, Lohar, Teli, Vaish, Brahmin, Sunar, Kumhar, 
Barhai, Kori, Nai, Bari, Mallah, Nonia, and Gonds are 
Hindus while Ansari, Syed, Nai, Sheikh, Manihar, 
Kunjra, Dhunia, Pathan, Darzi, Qasai and Faqir are 
Muslims. The maximum population falls in the age
group 15-59 accounting for 48.32 per cent (25.38 per 
cent males and 22.94 per cent females) of population 
followed by 45.81 per cent (23.27 per cent males and 
22.54 females) in the age group 0-14 and the lowest 
5.87 per cent (3.56 males and 2.31 per cent females) 
in the age group 60 and above. Ansaris among 
Muslims and Telis among Hindus are in majority. The 
least representation among Hindus is of Kori and 
Sheikh among Muslims. 

Houseless and Institutional population 

According to the 1981 Census there was no 
houseless population in the town. Institutional 
population comprised 50 males accounting for 0.26 
per cent of the total population in the town. 

Age, Sex and Marital Status 

The distribution of population presented in the 
table VA (on page 62) indicates a broad based 
younger generation, comprising children, boys and 

4 5 

7 7 

9 8 

6 4 

5 3 

3 9 

12 17 

385 348 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

54 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1 

35 

(Based on 1987 survey data) 

girls. It would appear therefrom that 55.16 per cent of 
the total population of the sample household is 
below 20 years. Of these 55.32 per cent are males and 
54.98 are females. The percentage of population in 
the age group 20-49 is 33.32 present. Sexwise 

/ 

distribution indicates that 31.32 per cent are males 
and 35.06 per cent are females. persons falling in the 
age group 50 and above comprise 11.73 per cent of 
which f3.36 per cent are males and 9.96 per cent 
females. A look into the percentage of never married 
persons reveals that 60.28 per cent of males and 55.50 
females are never married while the corresponding 
percentage for married males is 36.29 and 40.88 for 
females. Child marriages are still prevalent in the 
town. So far as proportion of widowed, divorced or 
separated is concerned, it is observed that 3.43 per 
cent among males and 3.62 among females from the 
age group 35 and above are in this category. 

The composition of age, sex and marital status 
together with other socio-economic condition have 
an important bearing on population dynamics. The 
table V.5 (on page 63 and 64) provides details of the 
distribution of population by age group, sex and 
marital status. 

Age at marriage 

Age at marriage is one of the important 
demographic dimensions to look into the fertility 
aspect of the population. The details of the age at 
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marriage as related to sex and present age in respect 
of town dwellers are presented in the table V.5 

The table V.5 reveals that of the total male 
marriages conducted, 7.14 per cent were performed 
at the age of below 14 years and 29.17 per cent 
between 14-19 years of age. Again 55.06 and 8.04 per 
cent of the marriages were performed in the age 
group 20-24 and 25-29 respectively. Similarly 17.73 
per cent of the female marriages were performed 
below fourteen years of age and 68.02 per cent in the 
age group 14-19. Remaining 12.21 per cent and 1.74 
per cent of the marriages were performed in the age 
group 20-24 and 25-29 respectively. The age group 
30-34 covered 0.29 per cent of the marriages. It is 
observed that age at marriage is higher among males 
than females. 

The level of education affects age at marriage. 
Other things remaining the same higher the level of 
education higher would be the age at marriage. Table 
v.6 (on page 66 and 67) shows that of the total ever 
married males 161 were either illiterate or educated 
without any standard whereas 114 males have 
attained either below primary or upto primary level 
of education. Matrie and above level of education 
was recorded in respect of 61 males, which shows 
that nearly 50 per cent of the total ever married males 
do not possess any level of education. SImilarly out of 
total ever married females 219 were illiterate and 39 
were educated without any educational level. Below 
primary or Primary level was attained by 68 and only 
18 could achieve Matrrc and above level of 
education. 

Average age at marriage by caste!community 
religion and time of marriage has been elaborated in 
table V.7 (on page 68 and 69). 

It is evident from the table V.7 that average age at 
marriage continues to be high among Muslims than 
Hindus. Again, average age at marriage of the two 
ever married males have been worked out to be 33 
years while for a bulk of males (307) the average age 
comes to 20 years. Further average age at marriage 
comes to 12 years for 27 who were married within 15 
years. Looking into the different casts/communities, 
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the average age at marriage for males is highest for 
the communities. Darzi and Faqir being 23.50 and 
22.50 years respectively and lowest for Bhar and Teli 
castes being 10 years for both. While in respect of 
females the average age at marriage is 17 years in 252 
ever married cases and 11 years in 91 cases. The 
highest average age at marriage was found among 
Nai, Bari and Faqir (20 years) and lowest in Mallah 
(8. SO years) followed by Ahir (6.80 years) and Bhar (5 
years). 

wldow marriages 

Of the total ever married persons 65 cases were 
reported to have become widow or widower at the 
age of 25 and above. In 13 cases marriage was 
performed again. All except one were males 
belonging to Ansari, Faqir, Khatik and Qasai castes/ 
communities. The only female belonged to Syed 
community. 

Divorce and remarriage 

It has been observed that there had been eleven 
of divorced or separated cases at different ages were 
recorded, out of which the remarriage of only 6 males 
took place. They belonged to the Ansari, Syed, 
Khatik and Bari casts/communities. However, no 
case of inter-caste and inter religion mariages was 
reported in the town. 

Age, Sex and Education 

The level of education plays a vital role in 
determining the pace of development in any region. 
According to the 1971 census 34.65 per cent of the 
total population in the town (45.71 males and 22.97 
females) were literate which increased to 50.98 
(58.35 and 43.20 for males and females respe.ctively) 
during 1981. Thereby registering an increase of 16.33 
per cent in literacy in the town during the decade 
1971·-81. The table V.8 (on page 70 and 71) provides 
information of the selected households about age, 
sex and educational level. 

The table V.8(on page 70 & 71) reveals that of the 
total population 34.98 per cent are illiterate and a 
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majority of them are in the age group 50 and above 
and least in the age group 15-19. Female score higher 
percentage (21.45) than males (13.53). Non formal 
education is attained by 11.66 per cent of the total 
population (5,15 per cent males and 6.51 females). It 
is highest in the age-group 5-9. The literates having 
education below primary level were 25.61 percent of 
the total population (14.95 males and 10.66 females). 
This category includes mostly children attending 
school. Males in the primary level of education 
comprise 7.73 per cent of the total population while 
the corresponding percentage for females is 5.07. 
They are in larger number'in the age-group 10-14 
(3.50 per cent) and lowest in the age group 50 and 
above (1.22 per cent). Again persons who have 
attained educational level upto middle comprise of 
6.22 per cent of the population, matriculation 4.87. 
Higher secondary lInter 1.86 per cent, Graduate 1.50 
per cent, Post graduate 0.43 and Bachelor of 
Medicine 0.07 per cent. Thus 65.02 per cent of the 
population is literate of which males are 38.98 per 
cent as against 26.04 per cent of females. 

Literacy among Scheduled Caste 

The table V.9 (on page 73) gives description of 
literacy among scheduled caste. 

The table V.9 shows that out of the total 
scheduled caste population, 61.96 per cent is 
illiterate. Literates without any educational level are 
4.35 per cent. Formal education reported by 17.39 
per cent. Besides, there were primary 5.43 perl cent 
middle 6.52 per cent higher secondary 3.26 per cent 
and graduate 1.09 per cent. Literacy among 
scheduled castes as compared to other castes has 
been found very low. 

Table V.lO (on page 74) gives education by 
broad age groups and sex. 

It may be seen from the table that out of 1,398 
total survey population 34.98 are illiterates. Among 
males out of 734, 25.75 per cent and out of 664 
females 45.18 per cent are illiterates. In other words 
74.25 per cent of the males are literates while among 
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females, only 44.82 per cent are literates. However 
out of total literate 344 literate women only 28 (8.14 
per cent) have been able to cross Matric and higher 
levels of literacy. Among men out of 545 literates 94 
(17.24 per cent) have achieved Matric and higher 
level. In the elder generation of 60 years and above 
out of 38 females only 4 are literates and they too 
have received only non-formal education. However, 
in the younger generation the parents seem to be 
~~rested in sending their girls to school in 5-14 age 
group out of 255 girls 183 (71.48 per cent) are 
literates. Of these 30 have non-formal and 124 have 
formal education, while 26 have attained Primary 
and 3 have attained Middle level. In the next higher 
age groups i.e. 15-49 out of total 371 females 177 
(47.71 per cent) are literates. Among them 95 (53.67 
per cent have achieved the Primary and above level 
ofliteracy. Among them 45 are Primary, 22Middle, 11 
Mattie/secondary, 9 higher secondary/Intermediate, 
5 Graduate and even 3 of them have attained Post 
graduate level. 

Education by castel community 

Distribution of population by religion caste! 
community and educational level is given in table 
V.11 (on page 75 and 76). 

The table V.11 indicates that among the Hindus 
only 33 persons have attained Mattie/secondary 
level of these 11 are Teli and 9 Vaish. Among the 
remaining communities are 3 each Dhobi (SC) and 
Sonar, Barhai 2 and 1 each Ahir, Barai, Brahmin, 
Gond and Pathera. Higher Secondaryl Intermediate 
level was achieved by 13. Among these 6 are Vaish) 
2 Sunar and 1 each Ahir, Kori, Kumhar, Nai and TelL 
Graduates and above level was achieved by 16 
persons of which 8 belonged to Vaish caste. A 
comperative look reveals that among the Hindu caste 
the Vaish have shown good progress in education. 
Out of total 86 Vaish, 8 are illiterate, 4 have nonformal 
education, 19 formal education, 17 Primary, 15 
middle, 9 Mattie/secondary, 6 Higher Secondary! 
Intermediate, 6 Graduate degree other than technical 
and 2 were having Post Graduate degree other than 
technical. The other castes which have achieved Post 
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Graduate level besidesVaish are Ahir 1, Barhai 1 and 
Kori 1. 

Ainong the Muslims, as stated earlier, only a small 
number of the literates go beyond primary level of 
education. The table V.10 suggests that 112 have 
achieved primary level of these 94 belonged to 
Ansari community. 41 have attained middle, 35 have 
attained Matric/Secondary level, 13 have attained 
Higher Secondary/Intermediate level, of these 12 
were Ansari. The next higher level of Graduation was 
attained by 10 persons of these 8 were Ansari. Post 
Graduate level and Medical levels were achieved by 
2 one each belonging to Ansari community. 

It may also be worthwhile to mention here that 
most of the literate persons in town age are deprived 
of higher e9ucation. There is no degree college in the 
town where higher education can be attained. 
Besides, the main reason for the low level of literacy 
in the town may be that children after attaining the 
age of 14 are considered fit for being engaged in 
some economic pursuits and there by supplement 
the income of the household. This tendency is more 
cOf!lmon among the muslim c~mmunities where the 
children are engaged in weaving. 

Religion and Education 

The table V.12 (on page 78) Provides particulars 
of educational level by religion. 

\ 
It would appear from the table V.12 that among 

the Muslims out of total 963 persons of age group 5 
and above 642 (66.67 per cent) are literates and 321 
(33.33 per cent) are illiterates, while among the 
Hindus out of total 435 population 267 (61.38 per 
cent) are literates and 168 (38.62 per cent) are 
illiterates. However, a closer look of literacy figures 
reveals that though the Muslims have slight edge over 
the Hindus as far as the overall literacy percentage is 
concerned but their proportion goes down in 
achieving the higher levels of education. Among the 
Muslims 66.82 per cent of the literates are confined to 
non-formal and formal levels of education only while 
33.18 per cent have attained the effective level of 
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education of primary and above. Among the literate 
Hindus, 34.46 per cent have returned from the non
formal and formal levels of education and 65.54 per 
cent have achieved the level of primary and above. 
Out of table 662 Muslims literates 113 have achieved 
primary level, 40 middle, 35 Higher Secondary, 113 
Intermediate and 12 graduate and above levels of 
education. While among the Hindus out of total 267 
literates 66 have attained primary,47 middle, 33 
higher secondary, 13 Intermediate and 16 graduation 
and above levels of education. It suggests the 
tendency among the Muslim communities, as has 
already been indicated earlier to engage their 
children in economic pursuits, mainly weaving. As a 
result a fairly large number of students among them 
discontinue their studies after primary level. 

Mother tongue subsidiary language and 
Avenge Educational Score 

At the 1981 Census 53.52 per cent of the total 
household were speakers of Hindi language as 
against 46.48 speakers of Urdu language. The 
speakers of Hindi language in the town were 8,979 
persons (4,694 males and 4,285 females) While that 
of Urdu were 10,947 persons (5,644 males and 5,305 
females). Thus 47.07 per cent of the total population 
were speakers of Hindi language and the remaining 
52.93 per cent were speakers of Urdu. 

As has been stated earlier that the mother tongue 
spoken in the town have been reported as Hindi and 
Urdu. Of the total 29 .89 per cent have reported Hindi 
as mother tongue and remaining 70.11 Urdu. 
Subsidiary languages spoken are Hindi, Urdu, 
English, Arabic and Persian. The educational score in 
respect of mother tongue and subsidiary languages 
of the various groups of people have been derived by 
assigning different scores for educational levels and 
pooling them together. The educational score per 
head in the town was worked out to 1.02 for total 
population. The score for males comes to 1.28 as 
against only 0.77 for females. Table V.13 (on page 79) 
presents knowledge of subsidiary languages and 
average educational score in the town. 
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The table V.13 reveals that out of 484 persons 
speaking Hindi 37 have reported English and 1 Urdu 
as their subsidiary languages. Similarly of 1,135 Urdu 
speakers 798 persons or 70.30 per cent have reported 
Hindi as their subsidiary language. The average 
educational score for the persons who reported their 
mother tongue Hindi and subsidiary language Urdu 
comes to 3.00 as against 3.80 for English for speakers 
of Urdu mother tongue, the average educational 
score for the different subsidiary languages was 1.09 
for Hindi, 3.79 for English. 25.00 for Arbi and 2.00 for 
the Persian. The subsidiary language among Hindus 
was English where as in case of Muslims they 
reported Hindi as subsidiary and subsequently 
English, Arabic and Persian. 

It may also be seen from the table that one person 
whose mother tongue was Hindi has reported Urdu 
as subsidiary language, the score for which has been 
worked out to be only 3 and 37 have opted English as 
subsidiary language, the educational score for them 
comes to 141. As many as 798 persons of Urdu 
mother tongue have opted Hindi, 24 English, 6 
Arabic and 2 persian as secondary language. The 
average educational score for them worked out to be 
1.09, 91,15 and 4. Average educational score is 
highest where second language is English and it is 
least for Hindi. 

Non-enrolment in Schools 

A study of the 200 households of the town reveals 
that out of the total households only 99 are of such 
type which have both male and female children of 
school going age, Number of households having 
only male children of school going age is 31 whereas 
the number of households with female children of 
school-going age is 40. Ther~ are 30 households who 
do not have any child of school-going age. Reason for 
non-enrolment of children in school by type of 
oCCllpation of head of household is elaborated in 
table V.14 (on page 81 to 84). 
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The table V.14 shows that there are four 
housholds which have male children of school-going 
age but failed to send all of them to school because 
they are too young (2 households), non formal 
education (1 household) and poor conditions (1 
household). There are 14 household where female 
children of school-going age are available but they 
are deprived of educational facility because of 
poverty, ignorance and young age. Similar reasons 
have been given by 3 households where some 
female children of school going age are not being 
sent to schools. Further there are 23 households, with 
male and female children of school going-age but 
they failed to enroll them in schools. The various 
reasons ascrjbed for not enroling them for education 
are, poverty, tenderness of age, ignorance and home 
education. Most of the persons in the town think that 
imparting education to females in unproductive and 
extra burden on family budget. In case of males 
unemployment was ascribed as one of reasons in the 
town. 

Discontinuation of Study 

The table V.15 (on page 85) gives situation of the 
children who have never attended school and 
discontinued after attending an institution. 

It may be observed from the table V.15 that there 
were 262 boys of school-going age and 256 girls who 
have never attended any educational institution or 
discontinued after attending school for some time. Of 
the total boys, 75 have never attended any institution 
because of poverty, ignorance, availability of home 
education and tender age while 107 girls have never 
attended any school because of availability of home 
education, Poverty and ignorance. The insight of the 
tables focus that none of the male has discontinued 
the study after attending any educational institution 
while nine females have discontinued their studies in 

educational institution because of improper 
educational facility, poverty and ignorance. 
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CHAPTER VI 

MIGRATION AND SE111.EMENT OF FAMllJES 

Migration plays an important role in the 
population dynamic of a region. The term 
representing artificial growth of population, implies 
movement of people from one place to another. The 
nature of migration is in fact nowadays 
multidimensional. But in our country it is generally 
from rural to urban area and from small towns to big 
cities. It has been observed that usually urban centres 
attract people from outside because of better is 
concerned the rate of migration is quite low. 

. As has been stated earlier, the town is smaller one 
but it has several units of handloom and power loom 
products. Such industrial units are mostly, owned by 
local inhabitants. I·rence, town docs not have 
potentials for providing employment to outsiders. 
Thus the scope of immigration in the town is very 
limited. 

At the 1971 Census, there were in all 1749 
migrants in the town of which 147 were males and 
1602 females. Thus migrants in the town were merely 
15.30 per cent of the total population as against 32.00 
per cent observed for the urban areas of the state. A 
bulk of migrants (91.60 per cent) were females and 
the main reason ascribed for their movement of place 
was marriage. During the present survey a sample of 
200 households covering 1619 population was taken 

in the town to study the extent of migration. The data 
provided by the survey appears to be, by and large, 
in conformity with the 1971 Census. The survey data 
also suggest that 15.93 per cent of the total 
population of the town are migrations. Of these 91.47 
per cent are females. 

Place of Origi1l 

Details of migration by place of origin and sex 
have been elaborated in table VI.1. It may be seen 
there from that out of total sample population of 
1619,258 (15.93 per cent) are migrants. Of these 22 
ar~ males and 236 are families. Out of the total 
migrants 53.49 per cent hail from the same district. Of 
these 94.93 per cent are females and only 5.07 per 
cent males. Migrants from the other districts 
comprise 39.54 per cent of these 10.78 per cent are 
males and 89.22 per cent females. While those from 
other states like Bihar, West Bengal and Maharashtra 
share 5.81 per cent of these 26.67 per cent are males 
and 73.33 per cent are females. Further, 1.16 per cent 
of the migrants hail from other countries like Pakistan 
and Nepal.All ofthem are females than male migrants 
which worked out to be 91.47 and 8.53 per cent 
respectively. This position is presented in the Table 
vr.1. 

Table VI.l 

Migrants by Place of Origin 

Place of Origin Person Male Female 

1. from the same district 138 7 131 

2. Other districts of the state 102 11 91 

3. Other states 15 4 11 

4. Other countries 3 3 

Total 258 22 236 
(Based on 1987 survey data) 
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pJace of last Residence and Duration of stay 

Distribution of migrants by place of last 
residence and duration of stay at the place of prersent 
residence has been shown in table VI.2. 

It may be seen from table VI.2 (on pages 88 and 
89) that out of total 258 migrants, 149 have migrated 
from the rural areas and 106 have come from the 
urban areas. While in respect of 3, who hail from 
other countries, rural/urban place of migration 
could not be ascertained. A look at the rural/urban 
distribution of the migrants at different levels would 
reveal that out of 138 migrants from the same district, 
58.70 per cent hail from the rural areas and 41.30 from 
the urban areas. While among the 102 persons who 
hail from other districts of Uttar Pradesh, 62.7? per 
cent have come from the rural areas and 37.25 per 
cent from the urban areas. Among the 15 migrants 
from the other states of India 6 (40.00 per cent) are 
from the rural areas and 9 (60.00 per cent) from the 
urban areas. 

As has already been stated earlier that 91.47 per 
cent of the migrants are females. The higher 
percentage of women migrants os apparently of 
account of marriage out side the town. It would also 
be interesting to note that while among the 22 male 
migrants 50.00 per cent are from the rural area, 
among the 233 female migrants (excluding 3 from 
other countries) the percentage of those who hail 
from the rural areas is 60.08. 

A look at the duration of stay of the migrants in 
the town reveals that 45.74 per cent of them have 
been staying for 20 years or more, 25.97 per cent for 
10-19 years, 14.34 per cent for 5-9 years, 9.69 per cent 
for 1-4 years and only 4.26 per cent for less ~an one 
year. Sexwise analysis of the data would show that 
among the male migrants 27.27 per cent had 
migrated to Kopaganj for 20 years or more another 
27.27 per cent had migrated for 10-19 years, 31.82 per 
cent for 5-9 years, 4.55 per cent for 1-4 years and 9.09 
per cent for less than one year. Among the female 
47.46 per cent had come to Kopaganj for 20 years or 
more, 25.85 per cent for 10-19 years, 12.71 per cent 
for 5-9 years, 10-17 per cent for 1-4 years and 3.81 per 
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cent are migrants in the town for less than one year. 

It is evident from the foregoing account and table 
VI.2 that 118 (45.74 per cent) migrants are staying in 
the town for 20 years or more. Among these old 
migrants 65.25 per cent hail from the same district, 
33.90 per cent from other districts of Uttar Pradesh 
and 0.85 per cent from other States. While among the 
11 (4.26 per cent) who are in the town for less than 
one year, also majority 6 (5455 per cent) hail from 
the same district, followed by 3 (27.27 per cent) who 
have come from other districts of the state. Among 3 
persons (all females), who have migrated from other 
countries, 1 has come froc.1 Pakistan for 20 years or 
more and the 2, who hail from Nepal, have come to 
the town for 10-19 years. 

Distribution of workers and non-workers among 
the sample population of Kopaganj town by sex, 
broad-age-group migration status and place of last 
residence has been given in table VI.3 (on pages 90 
to 95). 

It would appear from the table VI.3 that out of 
total 1619 sample population 258 (15.94 per cent) are 
migrants and 1361 (84.06 per cent) are non-migrants. 
A look at the workers and non-workers would 
suggests that out of total population 297 (24.52 per 
cent) are workers. Out of total migrant population 
only 17 (6.59 per cent) and out of total non-migrant 
population 380 (27.92 per cent) are workers. 

Sex-wise distribution of workers shows that out 
of total 846 males, 375 (44.33 per cent) are workers. 
Among the males 824 are non-migrants and 22 are 
migrants among the non-migrants males 361 (43.81 
per cent) and among the migrant males 14 (63.64 per 
cent) are workers. Out of total 773 females, only 22 
(2.85 per cent) are workers. Among the females 537 
are non-migrants and 236 are migrants. Among the 
non-migrants females 19 (3,54 per cent) and among 
the migrant females only 3 (1,27 per cent) are 
workers. 

A look at the broad age-group wise distribution 
of the 1619 sample population indicates that of these 
738 (4558 per cent) are in 0-14 age group, 782 (48.30 
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per cent) are in 15-59 age group and the remaining 99 
(6.12 per cent) persons a.re in the aged/age out of 
total 738 persons in the group of 60 years and above, 
0-14 children's age group only 8 (1.8 per cent) are 
workers. While in the age-group of 15-59 out of total 
782 persons, 348 (44.50 per cent) are workers. While 
in the age group of 60 years and above out of 99 

\ 

persons 41 (41.41 per cent) are workers. It indicates 
that there is negligible child labour in the town while 
a good number of persons are active in economic 
pursuits even after attaining the advance of 60 years. 
However, out of 397 total workers in the sample 
population of the town an over whelming majority 
348 (87.66 per cent) fall in the broad age grou p of 15-
19 years. While in the childrens age group of 0-14 
only 8 (2.01 per cent) are worker and the old age 
group of 60 yeats and above claims 41 or 10.32 per 
cent) of the workers. 

As stated earlier, out of total 397 workers 380 
(95.72 per cent) have born in Kopaganj town and 
only 17 (4.28 pet cent) workers have been born 
outside the town. Of these 8 were born in the district 
out side the town (4 in districts of Uttar Pradesh (3 in 
rural area, 6 in urban area). While out of total 1222 
non-workers 981 (80.28 per cent) were born within 
the town and the remaining 241 (19.72 per cent) 
persons were born outside the to·wn. Of these 130 
were born in the district outside the town (77 in rural 
area and 53 in urban area), 93 in other districts ofUttar 
Pradesh (62 in rural area and 31 in urban area) 15 in 
other states of India (5 in rural area and 10 in urban 
area) and the remaining 3 non-workers have been in 
other countries (2 in Nepal and 1 in Pakistan). 

Migrants by occupation, marital status and 
education 

Migrants engaged in different kind of economic 
activities, their marital status and educational level is 
discussed in the table VI.4 (on page 97 to 100). 

The table VIA reveals that number of migrant 
worker was very low because majority of migrants 
are female and most of them are non-workers. 
Consequently, out of the total migrants, only 6.59 per 
cent are workers and the remaining 93.41 are non-
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workers. However, considering only male migrants, 
it is observed that out of the total, 63.63 per cent are 
workers while among females the corresponding 
percentage is 1.27. 

The distribution of workers by different 
occupations indicates that among males 13.64 per 
cent are engaged in pottery, 4.55 per cent each in 
medical practice, tailoring and labour, and 36.36 per 
cent are shop keeper. All of these occupations were 
being pursued by the males only. The only 3 (1.27 per 
cent) females migrant workers were engaged as 
vegetable sellers. It would also be worthwhile to 
mention here that none of the migrant population 
was engaged in occupations like weaving, 
administrative, executive or managerial positions. 

Considering the marital status of the migrants, it 
has been found that 5.43 per cent of males and 83.72 
females are married, 2.71 per cent males and 1.55 per 
cent females never married and 0.39 per cent male 
and 6.20 females reported to be widowed at the time 
of survey. None of the migrant was found to be 
divorced or separated. All never married fall in the 
age group 0-19 years. On the other hand, of the total 
married, 53.48 per cent hail from the same district, 
40.87 from other districts of the state, 4.35 from other 
states of the country and 1.30 per cent reported their 
origin from other countries. 

The educational level of the migranl presented in 
the table VI.4 shows that 61.63 per cent (1.61 males 
and 60.47 females) are illiterate, 15.12 per cent have 
attained educational below primary level, 13.95 are 
middle, 6.98 intermediate and 2.32 per cent have 
attained the level of graduation and above. The 
literacy rate for male comes to 86.36 per cent as 
against 33.89 for females. Thus literacy among males 
is higher than females. 

Migrants by place of last residence 

It is interesting to note that of the total male 
migrants 31.82 per cent hail from the same district 
(18.18 per cent from the rural and 13.64 per cent from 
urban areas). Migrants from the other districts 
comprise 39.53 per cent (25.19 per cent from the rural 
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and 14.34 per cent from the urban centres of the 
states). Apart from these 5.81 per cent of the migrants 
have reported their place ofIast residence from other 
states (Maharashtra, West Bengal and Bihar) 1.94 per 
cent from rural and 3.87 from urban areas. Similarly 
of the total females who have reported their 
migration status from various places are 91.47 per 
cent (55.04 per cent from rural and 36.43 from the 
urban area). Out of these 50.77 per cent from the 
same district and 35.27 from the other districts of the 
state. Looking the inflow of migration from the urban 
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areas it is observed that 1.16 per cent of the males are 
from within the district, 1.93 from the other districts 
of the state and 1.16 are from other states. Similarly 
females from the same district comprise 20.93 per 
cent while those from other districts of the state are 
12.40 per cent. The corresponding percentages from 
other states and from other countries are 2.72 and 
1.16 respectively. 

The table VI.5 provides the details of place of last 
residence as related to place of birth. 

Table VI. 5 
Last residence as related to place of birth 

Migration Status Same place of Different from 

birth the place of birth 

Male Female Male Female 

1 2 3 4 5 

A. Non Migrant 824 537 
B. Migrant' 

Same District- Azamgarh R 4 77 1 1 

U 3 54 3 1 

Other Districts-- Ballia R 5 26 1 2 

U 3 9 1 

Gorakhpur R 2 

U 1 7 1 1 

Ghazipur R 19 

U 1 4 

Deoria R 1 7 

U 6 

Basti R 1 

U 

]aunpur U 1 

Lucknow U 1 

Varanasi R 2 

U 2 

Faizabad R 1 

U 1 
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Table VI.5 (Conckl) 

1 

Mirzapur R 

U 

Agra R 

Other States : 

Maharastra R 

U 

Bihar R 

U 

W. Bengal U 

Other Co llntry : 

Nepal U 

Pakistan U 

Total Migrants 

The table \,1.5 shows that for most of the migrants 
the place of birth and the place of last resjdenc~ has 
been the same except in case of 7 males and 6 
females. They were born and enumerated in the 
same town but their last residence is different from 
the place of birth. Among the 7 males one each hail 
from the rural area of the district Azamgarh and 
Ballia. Three males belong to the urban area of 
district Azamgarh and one each to urban area of 
BaHia and Gorakhpur districts. Similarly of the total 6 
females 2 are from the rural area of Ballia district, one 
from rural area of Azamgarh and one each from the 
urban area of Azamgarh and Gorakhpur districts of 
U.P. Besides, one females also hail from the rural area 
of Maharashtra state. In all 0.83 per cent of the males 
and 0.78 per cent offemales have reported their place 
of last residence different from the place of birth. 

Households by Longest Stay 

So far as duration of stay of any member of the 
household is concerned, it is observed that larger 
number of the households migrating from the rural 
area have stayed in the town for 21 years or more as 
compared to different urban areas. Table VI.6 (on 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

2 

1 

236 

4 5 

.. 

7 6 

page 103) gives distribution of households by 
number of members migration status of the head of 
the household and duration of stay of any member of 
the household who has stayed longest in the 
reported town. It may be seen there from that of the 
5 migrating households from the different rural areas 
2 have 6-7 members, 1 has 10-12 members and 2 have 
13 and more members. All of them are staying for the 
period of 21 years or more. Similarly of the 3 
household which have migrated from the urban area, 
one has 6-7 members, one has 8-9 members and one 
has 13 and more members. All of them have been 
staying in Kopaganj for more than 20 years. Thus the 
trend of migration have been of such a kind that 
people migrated at first hand and permanently 
settled there later on. 

Unit of Migration 

During the survey an enquiry was made 
regarding the unit of migration, For the purpose of 
analysis, unit of migration has been divided into 
three broad categories i.e. whether only the working 
member migrated or the entire family moved 
together or only the working member moved first 
and the family followed later on. During the survey it 
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came to light that in respect of a single, household, 
belonging to Ansari Caste whose place of last 
residence was district Deoria (ruraD, only male 
working member migrated. While in case of another 
household, belonging to Va ish community, only 
male working member migrated first <.nd his family 
members followed later on. Remaining households 
migrated all along with their other family members. 

104 

Help received and problems faced 

As . stated earlier, most of the mIgrated 
households in the town hail from the neighbouring 
districts. None of the informant has reported any 
problem faced during the period of migration, Not' 
did anyone of them to receive any kind of help from. 
any agency or person during the time of migration. 



CHAPTER vn 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PATTERN 

Neighbourhood has been described variously by 
the social scientists as a pattern representing 

. standard of living, a social configuration with 
cornmon prestige, a common mode of behaviour and 
values. It is said to be the cultural pattern with the 
characteristics of a primary informal group consisting 
of all the persons who used to live in the local 
proximity. Though physical proximity is one of the 
prime factors which determines the shape of a 
neighbourhood but there are other important factors 
as well. Neighbourhood feelings emerge because of 
neighbourly location or may be in the form of 
common communication, the existence of which is 
said to extend closeness and homogenity among the 
different communities. 

Thus neighbourhood is not only a physical 
agglomeration but something more than that 
because persons living together in one area but not 
recognising each other and do not have social and 
moral binding would not constitute a 
neighbourhood. Similarly persons having physical 
distances despite social and moral bonds would not 
constitute neighbourhood. 

In fact, neighbourhood pattern in a very wide 
term and is blending of both the physical and social 
entities. However, in order to avoid complexities 
only five Mohallas from the town namely, 
Phulelpura,Jummanpura, Dostpura, Hunsapura and 
Wazeedpura have been delineated for the study of 
neighbourhood pattern. 

Ethanic Association of the Localities 

The ethnic association in the selected localities is 
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described in the subsequent paragraphs: 

Phulelpura : 

The neighbourhood of this locality is bounded 
by Jummanpura on the east, village Kachhi Kala on 
the west, village Sherpur Garhi on the north and by 
wazeedpura on the south. The main characteristics of 
tQjs neighbourhood are described by predominance 
of Muslim weaver and a few Khatik household. In 
this locality cultural activities (Mushaira) are 
organised twice or thrice in a year and people of the 
neighbouring areas participate in it without any 
feeling of caste or community. 

]ummanpura: 

This locality is situated at the outskirts of the town 
in the north, Chandanpura lies in south, Wazeedpura 
and Phulelpura in the west and Dostpura in the east. 
The neighbourhood of the locality has reflections of 
the predominance of Muslim weavers and Hindu 
Khatiks. Houses in this locality are built in a planned 
manner. There are two mosques where Muslims hold 
religious cong~gations. 

Dostpura: 

It lies on the National Highway Doharighat to 
Maunath Bhajan. The outer limits of the locality is 
bounded by Chandanpura and Jummanpura in the 
west, some part of Jummanpura in the north and 
Hakeempura in the south. The neighbourhood of 
this locality has dominance of Muslims who are 
basically weavers. Hindus in this locality belong to 
Khatiks, Tellies and Vaish Caste. Temple of Ganesh, 



Kali, Shanker and Hanuman are located in this 
neighbourhood. People of both the religious 
communities live together and extend help to each 
other without any feeling of caste oicommunity. 

HWlSapura: 

This locality is bounded by Hakeempura in the 
south, Wazeedpura in the east and Chandapura in 
the north. The eastern boundary of the 
neighbourl:ood is adjacent to Hakeempura. The 
population of the locality, following the pattern of 
other mohalla's of the town is dominated by Muslims 
weavers accompanied by a few Hindu households of 
Teli and Bari. There are three Mosques in this 
mohalla. Weaving is most common activity in this 
mohalla where several units of Handloom and 
powerloom are located. 

Wazeedpura: 

The boundries of neighbourhood of this locality 
star~ from western portion of the town aoo moves 
towards south in the middle of the town with the 
boundary line of wards of Phulelpura in the west, 
Jummanpura, Chandanpura, Hunsapura and 
Hakeempura in the east. In the south, the 

I 
neighbourhood ends at Shahroj Road, Idgah is 
located in the south-west corner of this 
neighbourhood. In the south Kachhi Kala, Pura 
Maroof and Khukhrendara are the adjoining villages. 
Being the biggest mohalla of the town, this locality 
consists of castes such as Ansari, TeJti, Sonar, Nonia, 
Vaish and Rajput. Main market of the town is situated 
in this neighbourhood and it has the pride of having 
Shahi Mosque. This locality is also famous for newly 
constructed temples. Further more, there are six 
mosques in this ward. Vegetable market al!d office o( 
the Town Area Committee is situated in this Mohalla. 
Hindus of the neighbourhood celebrate birth of lord 
Krishna on the eve of Janmashtmi with great 
enthusiasm. 

In order to have deep insight of various activities 
in the town ten households from each locality were 
selected and information on the neighbourhood 
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pattern were collected from them. Of these, thirty 
seven households belong to Muslim and thirteen 
Hindu Community. The persons reporting 
characteristics of neighbourhood were in the age 
groups 20-34 (4 persons), 35-59 (31 persons) and 60 
and above (15 persons). The occupational categories 
of these males were. reported as weavers (28), 
shopkeepers(9), teachers (4), sunar and 
Government employee (two each) and social 
worker (1). Likewise non-workers were four, two 
each in the localities of Phulelpura and Hunsapura. • 
Thus of the total workers 92.00 per cent were 
engaged in various jobs as against eight per cent non
workers. 

The inquiry regarding the problems of various 
localities being faced by the respondents reveals that 
in most of the cases the surroundings of the 
establishments were conjested and dirty: 
Wazeedpura, the oldest locality of the town having 
people of different caste and religion had very dirty 
and dump surrounding. Phulelpura was reported as 
sub standard living area. Further, the Hunsapura and 
Jummanpura localities inhabited by lower class 
locality did not have even the bare civil amenities. 
Again similar situations have been observed in 
Dostpura. However, looking into magnitude of 
manpower engaged in various activities, it was found 
that weaver were in dominant position. Besides dirty 
and unhyginic surrounding, the availability of per 
capita floor space was also reported to be very small. 
It was observed that on an average, a family size of 
four to eight members had one or two rooms. In 
addition to the above, the localities of the town were 
unplanned with open fields. There is no proper 
drainage facility and purified potable water. The 
individuals engaged in different occupational 
category informed that civic authorities were not 
making any effort for the improvement of position. 

Cultural, Rellglous, Social, Economic and other 
activities inside-outside the neighbourhood 

The cultural, religiOUS and social activilies inside 
or outside the town comprise mainly organiSing of 
festivals, performing of marriages, Milad preachings, 



Durga Puja, Rath Yatra Mushaira, Bharat Milap and 
Ram Leela etc. These celebrations are organised by 
all in different localities. The participation of 
members in the above mentioned activities was 
recorded in different ways. For instance, some were 
active members while others were either participants 
or spectators, audience and some others helped in 
collecting contributions for organiSing these 
programmes. The persons living in various 
neighbourhood inside the town were quite consious 
of organising and participating in different kind of 
activities. Moreover, persons reporting about inside/ 
outside activities relating to cultural religious and 
some aspects have not provided the indepth 
information. However, it has been observed that 
these were more or less organised on the same 
pattern as had been fifteen year earlier. Hindus and 
Muslims celebrate their festivals with enthusiasm. 
Hindu celebrate Dushehara, Deepawali, Holi while 
Muslims celebrate Id-uz-zuha and Idul-fitar. Holi is 
most popular festival being celebrated in the month 
of March-April. 

The cultural activities organised in the town 
include Bharat Milap.1t is celebrated on the occasion 
of Dushehara, Durga Puja is also celebrate during the 
same period. Similarly Ram, Lcela is organised by the 
Ram Leela Committee of the town every year in the 
month of September/October. Rathyatra was 
reported to be organised in the localities ofDostpura. 
Again, Mushaira was organised by residents of 
Jummanpura. Besides, procession of Moharrum, is 
being organised specially in Syeds of Muslim 
neighbourhood to commemorate the martyrdom of 
late Hazrat Iman Hussain who sacrificed his life for 
saving Islam religion. 

The religiOUS activities in the town mainly relate 
to Milad and Arya Samaj preachings. Milad 
preachings are organised by Muslim while Arya 
Samaj by Hindus. 

Education, Medical and Recreation 

The data collected during the present survey 
reveals that of the 50 informants, 20 wanted 
educational facility in or outside neighbourhood. 
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The children of twenty four household were availing 
the facility within the vicinity of the town whereas 26 
were availing it outside the town. They had also 
represented that their two children were studying at 
Maunath Bhajan, the nearest city of the town. 

The medical facility aV'liiable in the town 
comprise Allopathic, Ayurvedic, Homoeopathy and 
Unan\ System of lPedicine. Of the total informants 24 
have reported lack of medical facility in the town. For 
minor ailments they generally go to the .hospital 
located in L'1e town whereas for the treatment of 
serious illness people usually prefer to go to 
Varanasi. 

The recreational services available in the town 
were very limited. Lack of recreation facility was 
reported by 47 persons while three were availing this 
facility from neighbouring urban centre. There are no 
parks, Playgrounds and swimming pools except 
one library and two mobile cinema units. The 
mosques and the temples in the town were the public 
places which are being most often visited by Hindus 
and Muslims. Namaz is offered by Muslims and 
Bhajan/Kirtan are performed by Hindus. At Arya 
Samaj Mandir, religious discourses delivered in 
morning and evening. Apart from the above, 
Mushairas are being organised in Madarasas 
occasionally. 

Purchase of Household Goods 

Purchase of household commodities was 
reported from within as well as outside the 
neighbourhood by the informants. In case of forteen 
purchases were made from within the 
neighbourhood while ninety six had reported it from 
outside the neighbourhood. The shops in the town 
were located along the roads passing through 
Dost~ura, Chandanpura, Hunsapura and 
Wazeedpura. Some commercial establishments 
were seen on Mau-Doharighat road. Except the 
residents ofWazeedpura, where main market of the 
town is located, all others have to go outside the 
neighbourhood for purchasing the required 
commodities. 



CHAPTER·vm 

FAMILY IlFE IN DIE TOWN 

Family is an important social institution in the 
evolution of human society. The size and type of 
family grouping by and large, varies according to the 
socio-economic needs. Family life is influenced to a 
large extent by age of head of household, his 
economic status, sex wise number of persons living 
in the household, besides his social status in the area. 

A Census household is group of persons who 
commonly live together and would take their meals 
from a common kitchen unless the exigency work 
prevented any of them from doing so. 

Table VIll.l gives locality wise distribution of200 
sample households in Kopaganj town by population. 

TableVDI.l 

Locality wise distribution of hOUbehOJds by persons 

Name of Locality No. of Population 
household 

Persons Male Female 

1 2 3 

Phulelpura 27 236 

Jummanpura 29 247 

Fattanpura 11 88 

Chandanpura 15 114 

Dostpura 30 260 

Hunsapura 25 197 

Wazeedpura 54 410 

Hakeempura 9 67 

Total 200 1,619 

A perusal of the table VIII.1, reveals that the 
average size of family in the town comes to eight 
persons per household. The size of family in 
Phulelpura locality is biggest (8.74) followed by 
Dostpura (8.67) and Jummanpura (8.52). All these 
localities have higher average familysize than that for 
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4 5 

134 • 102 

131 116 

42 46 

62 52 

141 119 

92 105 

213 197 

31 36 

846 773 

the town as a whole. In the remaining localities it was 
8.00 in Fattanpura, 7.88 in Hunsapura, 7.60 in 
chandanpura, 7.59 in Wazeedpura and 7.4 in 
Hakeempura. Thus on the whole entire town has 
bigger family size. 



The distribution of population by locality, age 
and sex presented in table VIII.2, reveals that 
households having on an average 8 members have 
the ratio of males and females viz 47.72 and 52.27 per 
cent. As were conSidering the age group wise 
constitution of the population it is observed, that 
45.58 per cent (23.10 male and 22.48 per cent 
females) belong to the age group 0.14. In this age 
group males have an edge over females. 
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Similarly the composition of population signifies 
that 42.68 per cent (22.17 per cent males and 20.51 
females) are in the age group 15.49. The population 
in this age-group is lower than the former age group 
is lower than the former age group but the other 
components are in the same proportion. It is, 
however, to be noted that the population in the age 
group 50+ comprise 11.74 per cent (6.98 males and 
4.76 per cent females). Further in this age-group the 
number of males are higher than females. 

Tablevm.2 

DiStribution of population by locallty and broad ~-group 

No. of 
Name of House 
Locality holds 0-14 

M 

1 2 3 

Phulelpura 27 62 

jummanpura 29 56 
Fattanpura 11 21 

Chandanpura 15 25 

Dostpura 30 69 
Hunsapura 25 36 

Wazeedpura 54 93 

Hakeempura 9 12 

Total 200 ' 374 

Households by number of members 

The description of households by number of 
members and age of the head of the household is 
presented in the table VIII.3 (on page 110). 

Composition of households by rellgion and 
language: 

Out of 200 selected households 63 are followers 

Population broad age-group by sex 

15-49 50 + 

F M F M F 

4 5 6 7 8 

49 57 4S 15 8 

57 62 45 13 14 

25 16 19 5 2 

21 25 24 12 7 

53 58 56 14 10 

54 45 42 11 9 

85 83 89 37 23 

20 13 12 6 4 

364 359 332 113 77 

of Hindu religion and 137 are Muslims. There are 258 
males and 226 females among Hindu and 588 males 
and 547 females among Muslims. The sex ratio 
among Hindu come to 875 female per 1000 males 
whereas it is 830 for Muslims. Both Hindus and 
Muslims have maximum number of households in 
the oldest locality of the town Wazeedpura. 

The languages know to the persons of the town 
are Hindi, Urdu, English, Arabic and Persian. Hindi 
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and Urdu are the mother tongue while English Arabic 
and Persian are used as subsidiary languages 
reported during the survey. Of the total population of 
1619 persons, 29.89 per cent speak Hindi and 70.11 
per cent reported to be the speaker of Urdu, Similarly 
subsidiary language Urdu was being spoken by 0.06 
per cent, Hindi 49.28 per cent, English by 1.48 per 
cent Arabic by 0.37 per cent and persian by 0.12 per 
cent of the total population in the town. 

It is evident from the table VII1.3 that 26.00 per 
cent of the families have 6-7 members in the 
household, followed by 20.00 per cent having 8-9 
members, 12.50 per cent with 5 members while 12.00 
per cent were having 10-12 members. All these 
constitute 70.50 per cent of the total population. It is 
interesting to note that about fourteen per cent of the 
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population has reported a family size of 13 and more 
members. The single members family constituted 
0.50 per cent of the total population. It has been also 
observed that 20.00 per cent of the head of the 
households beloog to the group 60 and above. The 
age group 50-59 accounts for 27.00 per cent. The next 
lower age group of 40-49 accounts for 23.50 per cent. 
The age group 30-39 represents 17.00 per cents and 
the age group of youth, 20-29 accounts for 3.50 per 
cent. None of the head of household was however, 
reported to be below the age of 20 years. 

Relationship with the head of household 

The table VIII.4 shows the distribution of 
households by relationship of members with head of 
the household. 

Table V1D.4. 

Distribution of Households by Nature of Relation of Members to 
Head of HousehoJd and Migration Status of Head of household 1987 

Nature of Relation' of Members to 
Head of Household 

No. ofH.H.where Migration 
Status of Head of 1I.H. is 

Non
Migrant 

Migrant Total 

1 2 

Self 1 

Self, spouse 4 

Self, spouse, unmarried sons and daughters 93 

Self, spouse, married son and son's wife with or 48 
without unmarried sons and daughters 

Self, spouse, married brother, brother' wife, married 3 
son, son's with/without unmarried sons/ or and daughters 

Self, spouse (Male) Unmarried son/daughter 1 

Self, spouse (Female) Unmarried son/daughter 2 

Self, spouse with unmarried son/daughter widower father 2 

Self, spouse with or without unmarried son/daughter 6 
and widowed mother 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

4 

94 

49 

3 

2 

3 

2 

6 
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Table ~.4 (Concld.) 

1 

Self, (Male) unmarried brother/sister 

Self, (Male) Married son/son's wife with others 
without unmarried sons/daughters 

Self, (Never married) and Brother's wife (Widowed) 
and Never married children 

Self, spouse, married sons and daughters and 
their married/unmarried children 

Self, spouse married son/son's wife and their 
never married children and widowed sister 
and her unmarried children 

Self, spouse married brother, Brother's wife with! 
without never married sons and daughter and 
widowed mother 

Self, (Female) married daughter and sons. and 
naver married sons 

Self, (Female) husband's brother and wife 

Self, spouse and never married sister 

Self, spouse and wife's brother's wife and children 

Self and widowed mother 

Grand Total 

It may be observed from the table Vlll.4 that 
47.00 per cent of families were having relationship 
with he~d as self, spouse and unmarried sons and 
daughters. Next composition was (24.50 per cent) 
self, spouse, married son and wife with or without 
unmarried sons and daughters followed by (10.15) 
by families where self, married son and wife 
unmarried sons and daughters lived together. 

The analysis of composition of households by 
origin reveals that out of the total 200 households 
96.00 per cent have reported their place of birth in the 
same town and remaining (4.00 per cent) are from 
the other districts of Uttar Pradesh and other states of 
the country. The other districts are Ghazipur, 
Gorakhpur, Deoria, Varanasi, Mirzapur, Ballia and 
Basti while other states are Bihar, West Bengal and 
Maharashtra. The town is dominated by Muslims, 

2 3 4 

1 1 

21 21 

1 1 

1 1 

2 2 

1 1 

2 2 

1 1 

1 I 1 2 

1 1 

1 1 

192 8 200 

where Muslim and Hindu comprise 70.10 per cent 
and 29.90 respectively as per survey data. These are 
distributed among 30 castes of Muslim and Hindu 
Community, Approximately 70.00 per cent have 
reported their. mother tongue as Urdu and 30 per cent 
as Hindi. The other languages known as reported by 
them are English, Persian and Arabic. 

Type of family castes and correlates 

In the table VIII. 5 (on page 113 and 114) all 
the households are grouped into 12 types of families 
of these 48 per cent were of nuclear type. Next to it 
are lineal joint families followed by lineal collatoral 
joint, accounting for 16.00 and 14.50 per cent 
respectively. Sub nuclear families account for 7.00 
per cent only. It is defined as a fragment of a former 
nuclear family. Examples of such type of households 
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are widow with unmarried children or widower with 
unmarried children or siblings living together. There 
are 4.50 per cent of the family which are 
supplemented nuclear and 2.00 per cent each as 
supplemented lineal collateral joint and 
supplemented collateral joint families. Again 

~ supplemented sub nuclear and cQ1latcral joint 
'families comprise 1.50 and 1.00 per cent respectively. 
Similarly single. per son and supplemented lineal 
joint families are 0.50 per cent. Apart from these 2.50 
per cent belong to other type who are not defined in 
our frame-work. Types of households are defined in 
the annexure to the chapter VIII. Further, the caste 

\ 

distribution placed in the table VIII.5, shows that 
51.50 per cent of the house holds belong to Ansaris, 
5.00 Syed, 3.00 Nai Muslim and 2.00 per cent Sheikh, 
other Muslim households are Manihar, Kunjra, 
Dhunia, Pathan, Darzi, Qasai and Faqir. The castes 
represented 'in the sample in respect of Hindu 
households comprise Brahmin, Koeri, Sonar, Ahir, 
Dhobi, Bhar, Khatik, Barai, Patehra, Teli, Vaish, 
Lohar, Kumhar, Nai, Bari, Mallah, Nonia, Barhai and 
Gond. 

Members staying outside, reasons, nature of 
lhlk with the household 

There are only 8.00 per cent households whose 
members have reported their stay outside the town. 
Their number comes to 25 (23 males and 2 females) 
of these 18 are related as sons of the head of the 
household, 2 brothers and remaining 5 are having 
other relations. The distribution of age group was 
reported by 16.00 per cent in the age group 10-14, 
32.00 per cent in 15-24,28.00 per cent in 25-34 and 
24.00 in 35-59. 

The analysis of the reasons for staying outside the 
town reveals that 64.00 per cent were in selVice, 
28.00 student and 4.00 per cent each were religiOUS 
preacher and engaged in household duties. So far as 
duration of stay outside the town is concerned, it was 
upto four years in 48.00 per cent cases, 5-9 years in 
24.00 per cen~ 10-19 years in 8.00 per cent and 20.00 
per cent for 20 years or more. 
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AnnexuretoChaptervm 

Type of Household 

1. Nuclear family : a couple with or without 
unmarried children. 

2. Supplemented nuclear family : a nuclear 
family plus one or more unmarried, separated 
or widowed relatives of the parents, other than 
their unmarried children. 

3. Sub-nuclear family : a fragment of a former 
nuclear family. Typical examples are the widow 
with unmarried children, or the widower with 
unmarried children, or sib-lings-whether 

I unmarried or widows, separated or divorced
living together. 

4. Single-person household. 

S. Supplemented sub nuclear : a group of 
relatives, members of a formerly complete 
nuclear family, plus other unmarried, divorced 
or widowed relative who was not a member of 
the nuclear family. For example, a widow and 
her unmarried children plus her widowed 
mother-in-law. 

6. Collateral Joint famDy: two or more married 
couples between whom there is aibling bond
usually a brother-brother relaionship-plus 
unmarried children. 

7. Supplemented collateral Joint family: a 
collateral joint family plus unmarried divorced, 
or widowed relatives. Typically, such 
supplemental relatives are the widowed 
mother of the married brothers, or the widower 
father, or an unmarried sibling. 

8. Lineal joint famBy : two couples between 
whom there is a lineal link, usually between 
parents and son, some-times between parents 
and married daughter 



9. Supplemented llneal Joint famlly: a lineal 
joint family plus unmarried, divorced, or 
widowed relatives, who do not belong to either 
of the lineally linked nuclear families; for 
example, the father's widower brother or the 
son's wife's unmarried brother. 

10. Lineal-collateral joint family: three or tnore 
couples, linked lineally and collaterally. 
Typically, parents and their two or more 
married 'sons, plus the unmarried children of 
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the three or more couples, 

11. Supplemented Uneal-collateral jOint 
famUy : a lineal collateral joint family plus 
unmarried, Widowed, separated relatives who 
belong to none of the nuclear families linearly 
and collaterally linked; for example, the father's 
widowed sister or brother, or an unmarried 
nephew of the father. 

12. others: Those not covered above 



CHAPTER IX 

HOUSING AND MATERIAL QJLTIJRE 

Location of the house with reference to 
topography, climate, availability of construction 
material and economic status of the residents, by and 
large, determine the type and style of dwelling units. 
A detailed study of these aspects would therefore, 
throw some light on the way oflife of the inhabitants. 

Construction of houses in Kopaganj is, by and 
large, unplanned and give in impression of 
haphazard and disorderly growth. The streets and 
the lanes, particularly in the interior parts of the town, 
are narrow and ill maintained. Except some of the 
houses built recently, most of the houses are built in 
traditional pattern. 

Relation of selected houses with adjoining 
houses in space and locality is given in table 1X.1 It 
would appear there from that out 200 selected 
houses a considerable majority (71.50 per cent) are 
separate houses without any compound. 

During the present survey it has been 
observed that out of the total 200 houses taken 
up for study, 12.50 per cent are separate houses 
with compound, 71.50 without compound while 
14.00 per cent are in the form of flats and 2.00 
per cent are floors in multi-stories housing units. 
Further out of the total houses 88.50 per cent 
were single storied, 11.00 per cent had first 
floor and 0.50 percent of the houses had two floors. 

TabJe OC1 

ReJatlon of sdected houses with adjoining houses in space by locality 

Locality No. of Houses Total NO. of No. of No of separate No of Houses 
Selected Household seperate houses houses without which are flats 

with compound compounds on multi flats unit 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Phule1pura 27 27 1 24 2 

Jummanpura 29 29 1 23 1 

Fattanpura 11 11 7 4 

Chandanpura 15 15 5 6 4 

Dostpura 30 30 9 21 4 

Hunsapura 25 25 4 20 1 

Wazeedpura 54 54 3 36 11 

Hakeempura 9 9 2 6 1 

Total 200 200 25 143 28 
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None of the houses in the sample had third floor. 
The locality wise distribution of houses was worked 
out to be 27.00 per cent in Wazeedpura followed by 
Dostpura (15.00),]aummanpura (14.50), Phulelpura 
(13.50), Hunsapura (12.50), Chandanpura (7.50), 
Fattanpura (5.50) and Hakeempura (4.50), General 
problem being faced by the residents were reported 
to be lack of light, wentilation and fresh air, poor 
drainage and in sanitary conditions. None of the 
households in the town reported any problem 
regarding the position with reference to floor. 
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Floot position of houses 

Out of total 200 households 177 (88.50 per cent) 
were living in single storeyed houses, 22(11.00 per 
cent) households lived on ground floors and only 1 
household was found Hving in second floor. 

Houses by caste!commWlity and Migration 
Status 

, The distribution of the houses owned by 
different castes and their migration status is 
presented in the table IX.2 

Table IX. 2 

Distribution of houses of the selected households by caste community aad migration status. 

Caste/Community Migration Status 

Non-Migrant Migrant 

Total No. of Male Female Total No. of Male Female 
Households Households. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Hindu 

1. Ahir 5 16 18 

2. Barai 2 6 5 

3. Barahai 1 8 5 

4. Bari 1 1 4 

5. Bhar 1 4 2 

6. Brahmin 2 7 6 

7. Dhobi (SC) 5 28 22 

8. Gond 1 3 3 

9. Khatik (SC) 7 26 26 

10. Koeri 1 2 3 

11. Kumhar 1 6 4 1 7 8 

12. Lohar 2 8 5 . 

13. Mallah 2 10 11 
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Table IX. 2 (Coneld.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

14. Nai 2 8 5 

15. Nonia 2 3 4 

16. Pathera 2 10 13 

17. Sunar 3 13 8 

18. Teli 8 41 31 

19. Vaish 14 51 43 

Muslim 

20. Ansari 99 443 392 4 17 22 

21. Darzi 1 3 4 

22. Faqir 1 5 6 

23. Dhunia 1 3 5 

24. Kunjra 3 10 13 

25. Manihar 3 19 15 

26. Nai 6 22 17 

27. Patllan 3 16 16 

28. Qasai 2 9 6 

29. Sheikh 3 9 11 1 1 5 

30. Syed 10 31 35 

Total 192 810 729 8 36 44 

The table IX.2 shows that the selected communities having 5 more households are viz Vaish 
households cover 30 different caste/communities. (14) Syed (10), Teli (8), Khatik (7), Nai (6), Dhabi (5) 
Of these 19 are Hindu castes and 11 muslim and Ahir (5). The remaining castes/Communities 
communities. Out of total 200 households 61 (30.50 have representation by 1 to 3 households only. 
per cent) belong to Hindus nd 139 (69.50 per cent) Among the 8 migrant households 4 belong to Ansari 
to Muslims. Among the households all are non- and one each to Barahai, Kumhar, Darzi and Sikh 
migrants, while among the muslims 131 households caste/community. 
belong to non-migrants and 8 to migrants. A look at 
the distribution of households by caste/community Houses and the use to which they are put 
reveals that the Ansari are numerically predominant 
community in the town possessing 103 (51.50 per No data was collected through household 
cent) households. Of these 99 are non-migrants and schedules during the survey regarding use of various 
4 migrants. None of the maining caste/community Census houses. Kopaganj is an industrial town which 
possesses more than 14 households. The castes distinguishes in the production of handloom and 



powerloom. The physical observation of the town 
reveals that most of the housing units are used as 
workshop-cum-residence and shop-cum
residences. Houses used purely for residential 
purposes, workshops and factories are 
comparatively less in number. 

Predominant material of walls, floor, roofs and 
celling 

• 
Thr predominant material of wall, floor, roofs 

and ceiling used in the construction of the selected 
household in the different localities is presented in 
table IX.3 (on pages 121 and 122). 

It is observed from the table IX3 that the 
predominent material used for 69.50 per cent floor of 
the houses was (mud). Brick, stone and lime was 
reported in case of 550 per cent of the houses, 
cement in 24.00 per cent while mosaic was reported 
for only 1.00 per cent of houses. Kucha floor is 
reported mostly in Wazeedpura (21.58 per cent) and 
least in Hakeempura (3,59 per cent). Similarly 

\ 

cement as floor material was predominant in 
Wazeedpura (39.58 per cent) and I east in F attanpura 
(2.08 per cent). 

A look at the material used for the construction of 
walls would show that 17.00 per cent each had walls 
of mud and unbumt bricks, 56.00 per cent with burnt 
bricks and 10 per cent with concrete/cement. So far 
as roofs are concerned the predominant material 
used was reported to be wood, mud and thatch in 
respect of 1.00 per cent houses, tiles for 52. 00 per cent 
houses, metallic sheet in 2.50 per cent asbestos in 
0.50 per cent, brick, stone and lime in 9.00 per cent 
and RBC!RCC in 35.00 per cent of the houses. The 
predominant material used in the ceiling of the 
houses was reported as wood in 34.50 per cent cases, 
tine in 0.50 RBC in 38.00 bricks in 5.50, tiles in 1.00 
and bamboo in 20.50 per cent of the houses. The 
doors and windows in 98.00 per cent of the houses 
were made of wood while in 1.50 per cent of houses, 
it was made of iron and in respect of 0.50 per cent it 
was made of tin. 
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Number of members and rooms 

The table IX.4. (on pages 123 to 125) shows the 
distribution of the households by number of 
members and number of rooms occupied by them. 

The average size of accommodation per 
household has been worked out to be 3.18 room 
during the present survey. The households having 
two rooms are highest (31.00 per cent) while the 
corresponding percentage for the households 
having one, three, four, five, six,seven, eight, nine 
and ten comes to 2250, 20.00, 4.50, 6.50, 6.00, 4.00, 
2.00 and 3.50 per cent respectively. The lowest 
proportion is for households with eight rooms. 
Further 16.49 per cent of the population (141 males 
and 126 females) had one room accommodation, 
24.83 per cent (197 males and 205 females) two 
rooms and 23.90 per cent (207 males and 180 
females) had three rooms. Similarly 40 males and 38 
females (4.82 per cent), 94 males and 71 females 
(10.19),55 males and 50 females (6.49 percent), (41 
males and 36 females 4.76 per cent) 17 males and 19 
females 2.22 and 54 males and 48 females (6.30 per 
cent) had reported four, five, six, seven, eight, nine 
and ten and above rooms. ) 

So far as the availability of per capita floor space 
is concerned, out of the total 2.66 per cent reported 
to have per capita floor space of one or less than one 
sq. meter, 30.14 per cent of the population had 2-3 sq 
metre, 25.39 per cent reported to have 4-5 sq. metre, 
21.80 per cent to have 6-7 sq. metre, 12.60 per centto 
have 10-15 sq. metre and 7.41 per cent of the total 
population and 16 and above sq. metre floor space. 
It has been observed that majority of the population 
possessed a little less floor space in comparison to 
their requirement. The same has been elaborated in 
table IX. 5 (on pages 126 and 127). 

The duration of stay and tenurial status of the 
households was enquired during the survey. All 
(99.50 per cent) except 050 per cent households of 
mohall a Phulepura had reported to have their own 
houses. 
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AvaUabillty of amenities 

A perusal of the various types of amenities 
available in different households reveals that of the 
total households 34.00 per cent did not have kitchen 
facility in their house. They used some portion of the 
house as kitchen. 61.50 per cent of the households 
had reported to have separate kitchen in the house 
while 4.50 per cent informed that they shared kitchen 
with adjoining household. The facility of separate 
bath room was not available for 50.50 per cent of the 
households. Those who had separate bath rooms in 
their house were 43.00 per cent of the total 
household while 6.50 per ccnt shared this facility 
with other households. The toilet facility was not 
available for 35.50 per cent of the households 56.50 
per cent had separate toilet facility and 8. DC per cent 
shared this facility with others. According to 11981 
Census the different sources of drinking water were 
well (5.24 per cent), tap (51.80 per cent) hand pump, 
tubewell (39.06) and others (3.90 per cent). During 
the survey facility of drinking water was available 
separately for 90. 50 per cent of households whereas 
5.00 per cent were not having this facility. The 
households who shared the facility with other 
adjoining households was 4.50 per cent. 

Water for washing and other purposes was not 
available in case of 4.50 per cent of the household 
whereas 90.00 per cent owned it separately and 5.50 
shared it with other households. Electric cOMection 
for domestic purposes was available in case of 64.50 
per cent of the household while 32.00 did not have 
this facility and 3.50 per cent shared with others. The 
descriptiop of the amenities available in various 
households is presented in the table IX.6 (on pages 
129 and 130). 

Dress 

The household schedules canvassed does not 
contain any question on the dress worn by the 
persons of various caste, tribe and community. 
However, it has been observed that dress of the town 
dwellers was found similar to what was commonly 
prevalent in the eastern part of the state of Utter 
Pradesh. Minor males and females inside the house 
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normally use Nekar (underwear), baniyan, Kachhi 
(napkins), lungi (long cloth) and frock, salwar and 
Kamiz (shirt), Outside the house or on festive 
occasion minor females wear salwar, kamiz (shirt) 
and dupatta (scarf). Adult Hindu males wear Dhoti 
and shirt or kurta while muslim adults use lungi and 
shirt or kurta. Use oflungi is prevalent among Hindus 
and Muslims L.'1Side the houses. Some educated and 
Professionals engaged in different jobs use paint and 
shirt. The common dress for ladies is sari and blouse 
amongsi Hindus and Muslims both. Some Muslim 
ladies wear shalwar, Kamiz. Muslim ladies generally 
wear burqa in addition to this nonnal dress. 

Furniture 

The information collected during the survey 
reveals that 98.50 per cent of the households 
possessed cot, 16.50, Newarcotand 13.00 had diwan, 
table and chair was reponed in 20.00 and 20.50 per 
cent of tlte households Almirah, Sofa, double bed 
and stool were in possession of 4.00, 5.00, 1.00 and 
9.50 per cent of the households respectively. 
Moreover, the position of having different kind of 
furniture items in the town remains the same as had 
been observed during 1981 survey. The position in 
this respect is presented in the table IX.7 (on page 
131) 

UtensUs 

No major change has been observed in the use of 
the utensils for cooking or serving food except that 
steel utensils are now commonly used in some 
households. The use of aluminium utensils 
continues to be in predominant position. The 
description of utensils is presented in table IX.8 (on 
pages 132 and 133) 

It may be observed from the table IX.8 that of the 
total households 79.50 per cent have reported use of '" 
utensils of aluminium for cooking which indicates 
that the past practices of the inhabitants has now 
disappeared. The households using utensils made of 
steel, aluminium, brass and phul (bell metal) 
comprise 15.00 per cent while 4.00 per cent used only 
steel. However, utensils made of copper and 
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aluminium were used by 1.50 per cent of the 
households. Similarly aluminium was used as 
serving utensils in 45.50 per cent households. Steel 
and bronze 17.00 china clay, aluminium and steel in 
9.00 tamchinee, Aluminum and steel 28.00 and 
copper and aluminium in 0.50 per cent. The 
crockery of ft.ne quality was used in case of only a 
few families in the town. 

Light and fuel 

The main fuels being used for cooking rrere 
firewood, saw dust, gas, hay, coke and dung. 
Similarly electricity and kerosene had been in use for 
light. 

Of the total 200 households selected for study fire 
wood was used as fuel in 90.00 per cent of the 
households while other fuel such as gas 2.50 hay 1. 00 
coke 0.50 cow dung 3.50 and saw dust among 2.50 
per cent households. Use of gas as fuel has been an 
additiQn to 1971 survey. Regarding light, 70.50 per 
cent of the households have reported domestic 
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electric connection and remaining 29.50 use 
kerosene 

Luxury and costly goods 

ritty-five per cent ofthe total house holds in the 
town reported to have wrist watch while table clock, 
radio and television were respectively in possession 
of20.00, 26.00 "nd in 250 per cent of the households. 
Only, 0.50 had refrigerator, 12.00 had fans, 2.50 
motorcycle and scooter, 9.00 had tape recorders 
while only 1.00 per cent had car/jeep. Telephone 
connection was with 0.50 per cent houses bi-cycle 
with 2.00 gun with 1.00 and camera with 0.50 per cent 
of the households. On the other hand forty per cent 
of the households in the town reported that they did 
not possess any of the luxury or costly goods. It has 
been observed that the presence ofluxury and costly 
goods in the various households in the town was 
generally on the pattern of the 1971 survey. The 
presence of luxury'and costly goofh by educational 
level of head of the households may be seen in the 
table IX.9 (on page 135). 
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CHAPTER X 

SLUMS BUGHTED AND OTHER AREAS WIm SUB STANDARD UVlNG CONDmONS 

According to the notification of the u.P. Slum 
area act 1962, (improvement and clearance) an area 
is treated as slum which by reason of dilapidation, 
overcrowding, faulty arrangement of buildings, 
narrowness, lack of ventilation and sanitary facilities 
or any combination of these factors is detrimental to 
safety, health or morals of the inhabitants in that area. 

The concept of slum area, generally speaking, 
carries with it the picture of over-crowded and 
squatted houses inhabited by poor people. 
However, there may be difference of opinion with 
regard the minimU'n norms and standards of living, 
but is unanimously agreed iliat the slum areas have 

I 

poor living conditions. 

Though records of the town area committee 
indicate absence of slum area within the town but 
there are some areas in the town which are 
comparatively less developed and lack in basic 
amenities and civic facilities and may be termed as 
blighted areas. 

As stated earlier, the growth and development of 
the town has been unplanned. At the 1981 Census the 
density of the 'town was recorded to be 19,464 
persons per sq kms. Thus the inhabited area of the 
town is by and large quite congested. It is associated 
with narrow lanes an] by-lanes, dearth of fresh air 
and light. However certain pockets and areas 
identified during the survey as blighted areas in the 
town are, namely, western part of Phulelpura, 
western and southern parts of Wazeedpura, 
Chandanpura and some part of Fattanpura. Except 
Chandanpura all the these localities are situated on 
the outskirts of the town. 

The main castes/communities inhabiting in these 
areas are namely Khatiks and some muslim 
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communities in western part of Phulelpura. Doms 
and Mallah in western and southern parts of 
Wazeedpura, Qasais and Ansaris in Hakeempura 
and the communities like Dhobis, Chamars, Bhars 
Khatiks etc. in Chandanpura. Most of these 
communities belong to either scheduled castes or 
backward and poorer sections of the society. The 
caste/communities living in these are::!s are by and 
large engaged menials or labourers. The Khatiks are 
traditionally engaged in big rearing. The Dom are 
traditionally basket makers and musicians. The 
chamars were traditionally engaged in skying and 
tanning. While the Mallah are know as a community 
of traditional boatmen. However presently these 
communities are mainly engaged as vegetable 
sellers, street vendors and as other casual labourers. 
While the muslim communities work mainly as hired 
labourers in weaving. 

The dwelling units in the above mentioned areas 
are generally single room Kuchha hutrnents. Material 
used for the preparation of walls is generally mud but 
in some houses inferior type of burnt brick has also 
been used. Other materials used are bamboo, 
earthen tiles, broken sheets and wooden planks. 
Windows and ventilators are seldom provided, 
instead some holes by and large their is no proper 
arainage system in the town itself. In these localities 
particularly due to absence of drains, the water 
flowing out from the houses gets spread in the area 
providing a breeding ground for the mosquitoes 
besides emiting constant foul smell. As there is no 
provision of public toilets people generally go in the 
open fields for defecation. For meeting the 
requirement of water they depend on wells or hand 
pumps. 



CHAPTER XI 

ORGANISATION OF POWER AND PRESTIGE 

Kopaganj is small town. It does not have any 
special significance in national and state politics. But 
the influence which the national or state politics 
exerts in the life of this town needs to be examined. 
The influence of various political parties active in the 
town also needs to be examined. The present survey 
indicates that Congress (I), Communist Party ofIndia 
and Bhartiya Janta party have larger number of 
following in the town. 

Political Mobilisation and Activities as Reflected 
in the organisational Structure and Functioning of 
Political parties. 

Indian National Congress 

The office of the Indian National Congress in the 
town was established in the year 1952. This party was 
reported to have some representation in the last 
municipal election. Besides, during the last Lok 
Sabha elections held in 1984, Shri Raj Kumar Rai, a 
Congre~ (I) nominee had strong support in Ghosi 
constituency. At the time of survey, Shri Ajmal Ansari 
was the secretary of this party in the town. 

Communist Party of India 

A branch of the party was established in the town 
in 1952. Mostly people belonging to Muslims 
community are the active members of this party. 
During the survey, there were approximately nine 
thousand members of this party. This party has 
attained a great following as compared to the 
remaining parties in the town. Shri Iqbal Ahmad 
Ansari. Ex-Chairman of the town area committee, is 
new Sitting M.L.A of the town. He is most prestigious 
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and influencial person of the town. Besides, he is also 
the president of Hayatul Ansar Kherge Cooperative 
Society and Girls School, Kopaganj. 

Bhartiya Jansangh 

This party was established in the town during 
1952. Since the inception of this party none of its 
members has ever won either Vidhn Sabha or Lok 
Sabha election. The office bearers of this party have 
claimed a strength of approximately one thousand 
members. A majority among followers of this party 
are engaged as shopkeeper, retail or whole sale 
traders in the town. An educational institution named 
Sharaswati Shishu Mandir is run by the executive 
members of this party which imparts education to 
both sexes up to Class VIII. 

Other Parties 

Among the other parties Lok Dal, Janta Party, 
Congress (I) and many independent candidate 
emerge during local municipal, Vidhan Sabha and 
Lok Sabha elections. However, there is no trade 
union in the town. 

Voting Pattern 

Since the town Kopaganj is small one, it does not 
cover a whole constituency either for Vidhan Sabha 
or Lok Sabha seats. It forms a part of unreserved 
constituency with approximately 12,500 voters. For 
the Lok Sabha elections, the town comes under 
Maunath Bhanjan and for that of Vidhan Sabha 
elections it comes under Ghosi constituency. As 
stated earlier, Muslim are the numerically dominant 



community in the town. Caste/community of the 
candidate plays are important part in motivating the 
voters. The Details of the Lok Sabha and Vidhan 
Sabha elections held during 1984-85 are presented in 
table XU (on page 139). 

Office bearers of TOWll Area Committee 

The office of the Town Area Committee of 
Kopaganj was established in 1914. The last municipal 
elections were held in 1971 and since then no 
election has been conducted. During the elections a 
body of thirty-eight persons were elected. Mr Iqbal 
Ahmad Ansari was Chairman and the number of 
other members was 13. Except one each from 
Thakur, Dhobi and Vaish castes of Hindus, all the 
members belonged to Muslim community. They 
were mostly in the age group 25-55. So far as their 
occupation is concerned, out of the thirteen 
members, three were businessmen, five weavers, 
two homeopathic medical practioners one each 
were watch maker, teacher and washerman. The 
town Area Communittee functions through various 
departments under the control and directions of 
elected members. During the survey of 1987 it was 
informed that elections have not been held since 
1975 onwards hence it was administired by sub
Divisional Magistrate of Maunath Bhanjan as its 
Chairman and Sh. Laxmi N arain as its Secretary. Thus 
in the absence of an elected body, the entire activities 
of Public works sanitary, lighting, toll tax, Tahbazari 
and slaughter house are managed by Town area 
Committee officials. Public grievances are registered 
in Town Area office and attended by them. During 
the survey no disputes about the land and other 
matters were informed by the Town Area Committee. 

Other Cultural and Educatio113l organisations 

The different cultural organisations functioning 
in the town were reported to be Sodhan Sahkari 
Samit registered on 31st March, 1967, Ram Leela 
Committee, Rath Yatra Samiti, Durga Puja Samiti, 
Milad Samiti and Adarsh Navyuvak Sangh. These 
organisations comprises secretary, treasurer and 
executive members. 

138 

All the educational institutions, except those run 
by district Board, have their own managing 
committees. The management of the educational 
institution consists of the prominent persons of the 
town. The prestigious Bapu Inter College has 
seperate arrangement for boys and girls. It is run 
under the Chairmanship of Shri R.N. Rai. Madarsa
Arabia-Misbakul Ulleem is run by local Muslims 
community. The maintenance of Madar sa is done by 
Govt. grant and donations from local muslims. 
Anjuman Imamia is another institution of rupute run 
by the syed Community. This institution has been in 
existance for more than forty years. Its main object is 
to organise ''Taziadari" with the help of each Shia
Muslim household. A Madarsa is also being run by 
this institution. 

Prestigious and 11lf1uelltial Persons 

Particulars of five most respected persons in five 
localities of the town is given in table XU (on pages 
140 to 142). 

A look at the table XI.2 would indicate that 
persons belonging to different castes/communities, 
occupational category and educational group were 
reported to be prestigious persons in different 
localities of the town. All of them are males belonging 
to Muslim community. The occupations of these 
pr.estigious persons are Handloom/Powerloom 
owner, Teacher, Medical Practioner and member of 
legislative Assembly. 

The locality wise particulars of the influential 
persons is presented in table XI.3 (on pages 143 to 
146). 

It may be seen from table XI.3 that some of the 
persons named as being influencial persons 
regarded as respected persons. All of the persons, 
except three who are in a position to exert influence 
are Ansari muslims. Of the other three persons, one 
hails from Syed community (muslim) and two belong 
to Teli (Hindu) caste. 

The occupational category of these persons has 
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been reported as Hahdloom owners, Medical 
practioner, Teacher, Shopkeeper and Member of the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Further more, the informauts from the selected 
localities were also asked to name five most 
prestigious persons in Kopaganj town. The table XI.4 
(on page 148) gives particular of five most respected 
persons in the town. 

It would be interesting to observe from table XI.4 
that all of the five persons named as the most 
prestigious persons at the town level are associated 
with social work besides their respective 
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occupations. All of them are males and literates. 
Three ofthem belong to Ansari Community, and one 
each to Syed and Vaish. 

Particulars of the five most influential persons in 
the town are given in table XI. 5 (on page 149). 

It is evident from the table XI.5, that out of the five 
prestigious persons four are reported as influential 
persons also. Sh. Mohan Lal Gupta has been addition 
to the list of most influencial persons in the town 
during the time of survey. He owned a food grain 
shop and-was a social worker also. 
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CHAPTER-XU 

LEISURE AND RECREATION, SOCIAL PARTICIPATION, 
SOCIAL AWARENESS, REliGION AND CRIME 

A majority of the population in kopaganj town is 
engaged in manufacture ofhandloom or powerloom 
products and hence, except fuose having fixed 
working hours, they have a very little time at their 
disposal for recreation and enjoyment. The details of 
the cultural and rfcre;1tional activities in the town are 
given in the subsequent account. 

Recreational Activities 

Present survey reveals that there are no clubs and 
public parks and play grounds in Kopaganj town. In 
fact, the two mobile cinema units functioning in the 
town appear to be the only IJ'Ieans of public 
entertainment in Kopaganj. Sports and games are by 
and large confined to the students only. Games like 
hockey. football, cricket and volley ball are played by 
them besides taking part in athletics. however, 
Kabbaddi was reported to be the most popular 
regional game. 

Besides viewing of movies, participation in 
Qawali, Mushaira, Ramleela and Nautanki were also 
reported to be recreational activities in the town. 
Quawali and Mushaira are being organised by the 

members of Muslims Community while the Hindus 
organise Ramleela and Nautanki. Nautanki is 
generally staged by outside team. The Nautanki 
shows are financed from public donation in which 
people of all castes/community participate. 
Ramleela is organised in the month of September/ 
October. 

Library 

There are two libraries namely. Abdual Samad 
Library in MohalIa Wazeedpura and Ansari Library in 
Chowk on Chhawani road. Mohammed Shahid and 
Abdual Kalam were reported to be the Presidents of 
the managing committee of the above libraries. 
These libraries have a collection of about twelve 
thousand books. Most of these books are popular 
novels in Hindi and Urdu languages. However, very 
few literate persons of the town were reported to be 
taking benefit of these libraries. 

News Papers andJournals 

The details of newspapers and magazines which 
were in circulation in the town during survey period 
are placed below:-

fable XU.1 
particulars of Newspapers and Magazines (1987) 

SINo. Name of Newspapers and Magalines Language Total No. in circulation 

1 2 I 3 4 

1. Aaj Hindi 200 

2. Dainik ]agran 100 
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Table ml (Concld.) 

1 2 3 4 

3. Swantantra Bharat " 50 

4. Gandiv " 50 

5. NavJiwan " 45 

6. Maya " 62 

7. Satya Katha " 45 

8. Raviwar 30 

9. Filmi Kalian 30 

10. Madhuri Hindi 20 

11. Hindustan Times English 10 

12. Tunes of India 20 

13. northern India Patrika 3 

14. Pioneer 2 

15. National herald 2 

16. India Today " 5 

17. Sunday 3 

18. Caravan 2 

19. Kaumi Urdu 50 

20. AwazeMulk 50 

21. NaiDunia " 50 

22. Kaumi Morcha 60 

23. Aljarniat 35 

24.- Khatun Ae Masharish 30 

25. Biswi Sadi 50 

26. Sharna 50 

27. Huda " 20 

28. Others Hindi, English Urdu 50 



No paper or magazine was reported to be 
published from the town. Daily newspapers are 
dispatched to the town from Varanasi, Gorakhpur, 
Allahabad, Lunknow, New Delhi and Bombay. 
Keeping in view the population of the town itm~ y be 
said that circulation of news paper is quite low. Both 
Hindi and Urdu news papers are popular, However 
Hindi news papers have larger circulation. English 
newspapers and magazines have obviously very 
limited circulation in the town. 

Leisure Time Activity 

The leisure time activities unlike the other parts 
of the state comprise reading of newspapers and 
magazines, listenmg radio and watching television, 
gossips, attending religious discourses, playing 
cards, social work and seeing movies. The details of 
the leisure time activity is presented in the table xn.2 
(on page 153). 

A perusal of the table XII.2 reveals that out of the 
workers, 25.07 per cent have reported gossips as 
leisure time activity followed by 16.90 per cent 
reporting taking rest, 13.52 per cent household 
duties, 7.89 per cent reading magazine and news 
papers while only 85 per cent have reported social 
work as their leisure time actively. However, no 
specific leisure time activity was reponed by 35.77 
per cent of workers. Similarly of the Non-workers 
50.00 per cent have reported no specific leisure time 
activity, 33.33 per cent reported their leisure time 
activity as gossip, 2.38 each as raking rest and reading 
while 11.91 per cent have reported attending to 
household duties as their leisure time activity. 
Besides these, it has been observed that listening to 
radio and playing cards are also popular in the town. 

Religious I1lstltutions and ReligiOUS Activities 

The religious institutions in the town comprise 
temples and mosques. Thee are five temples and 23 
mosques in the town. Among the temples CJauri 
Shankar and Arya Samaj Temples are located in the 
heart of the town while remaining three temples viz. 
Shankar, Hanuman and Ganesh are located in the 
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south east comer of the town. These temples are 
regularly visited by the Hindus. As has been stated 
earlier temple of shankp.rji is oldest one in the town. 
It is said that this temple was constructed around 
1472 AD by the king of Pithoragarh. The main deity 
in the temple is Gauri Shankar or lordshiva. On every 
Tuesday and Friday Bhanjan and kirtans are 
organised where people assemble in large number 
and sing devotional songs. The temple has a pucca 
structure. Mahashivratri, falling in the month of 
February, is celebrated with great enthusiasm by the 
Hindus. 

The management and control of the Gauri 
Shankar temple is looked after by a managing 
committee. The Chief Priest or Mahant of the temple 
belongs to the Giri caste. 

Arya Samaj Mandir is another religious centre for 
Hindus which is reported to have been built during 
the year 1915 by the donations from its members. The 
temple has a pucca structure. A good collection of 
Vedas and other religious books are kept in the 
temple. Daily prayers, sandhya and preachings in the 
early morning and evening are held in this temple. 
Besides, the members of Arya Samaj arrange a 
congregation for religious preachings every years in 
the month of February. 

The President of the management committee of 
the mandir is nominated from amongst the members 
of Arya Samaj. He does not get any remuneration. the 
annual income of the temple was stated to be 
approximately ten thousand rupees which is spent 
on its maintenance, celebration of annual festivals 
and also for giving donation to poor fellows. 

Among the mosques, Shahi Masjid and Arbi 
madarsa are prominent religious places where 
people belonging to the muslim community in the 
town go for offering namaj prayers and to hear 
religiOUS discourses. The Shahi Masjid, located in 
mohalla Wazeedpura, was get constructed by 
Auragzeb in the year 1795. The area in the 
occupation of the masjid is half acre. On every friday 
people of the muslim community assemble there and 
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offer namaj. Again special namaj is offered on I'd 
festival by Imam and Moazzim. Imam leads namaj 
prayer while moazzim give ajan and they are paid 
for it. They were reported to hail from the Ansari 
community. 

The management committee of the masjid 
consists of President, Secretary and a Cashier. During 
the survey President and Secretary were Ansaris 
while the Cashier was from Sheikh community. The 
income through the masjid during the year 1987 was 
reported to be approximately twenty thousand 
rupees which was spent on the maintenance, 
donations, electricity charges and payment of 
salaries of the employees. 

Arbid madarsa is located on the first floor of this 
masjid. Milad preachings are imparted to muslims 
through this madarsa. 

FamUy planning 

The family planning and maternity centres are 
located on the outskirts of the town. The present 
survey reveals that the sample population only 8.15 
per cent had knowledge about the possibility of 
preventing birth through various family planning 
measures. The educational level of these 
knowledgeble persons was reported to be iIleterate 
(32.58 per cent). Literates and educated upto matric 
level (49.24 per cent) and matric and above (18.18 
per cent). Again the kinds of 7.58 per cent of the 
adopters have reported to have resorted to 
vasectomy, tubectomy and adopted nirodh and 
copperTwhereas in case of the non kins using above 
mentioned practices worked out to 3.79 per cent 
only. 
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Regarding the desirable number of sons and 
daughters a couple should have, ten persons 
reported a combination of one son-one daughter, 
forty as two sons-one daughter twenty-six as three , 
sons-also two daughters and one hundred twenty 
two liked to have any number of combinations. The 
general intention reported in this regard was that the 
children are the gift of God and avortion of birth by 
anyone of the available devices is an evil practice. 

Again the study of the attitude of the spouse in 
regard to adeptioo of various family planning 
measures reveals that four males. had negative 
attitude while six favoured adopting family planning 
measures. Similarly in case of females all the four 
informants reported a positive attitude. 

Knowledge about Social legislation 

Out of the total 186 informants of different castes, 
. 73 have reported to have knowledge about various 
Indian Social legislation Act and remaining 113 did 
not have knowledge of these Acs. Thus vide publicity 
of the Laws and Acts are required in the town so that 
larger number of persons may have some knowledge 
and get benefitted in the event of any situation arising 
due to some conflict. 

Crimes 

The police records are maintained by kotwali 
Kopaganj. these records reveal that out of the total 86 
criminal cases registered 84 were challanged. Of 
these 84 challanged cases, 58 were instituted and 12 
were fmally convicted and 10 acquitted. Out of the 58 
instituted cases, 13 were carried over for less than 
one year, 15 for 1-2 years and 30 for more than 2 
years. 



CHAPl'ER.x:m 

LINKAGE AND CONTINUA 

Azamgarh district is situated towards south of the 
Ghaghra river in the eastern part of the state. The 
district is bounded by BaHia district in the east, by 
Ghazipur in the south-east, Jaunpur from south
west, by Sultanpur in the west and in the north-west 
side by district Faizabad. On the north is Gorakhpur 
district while Deoria district is in the north-east. As 
per the surveyor general ofIndia, the total area qf the 
district comes to 5,740 sq.km. The main rivers of the 
district are Chhoti Sa~u, Tons, Kunwar, Mangar and 
Ghaghra. For administrative purposes the district 
falls under Gorakbpur division. 

The topography of the district is a level plain 
without any hilly or natural eminence. In some parts 
there is very gentle variation in the surface. The slope 
is towards the south-east. Rainy season starts in the 
third week of June and continues upto September. 
The temperature is maximum in May/June and it 
starts falling rapidly from the month of November 
and reaches to the lowest point during January. 

The northern tract of the district is of two kinds, 
the uplands are called as Banger and the low lands 
are known as 'Kachhar' The farmer is fertile as 
compared to the latter. The soil in general is sandy 
covered in the depressions with deposits of clay silt 
of varying thickness. 

The districts is served by a network of road and 
rail link. Main railway links are Allahabad-Aurihar 
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Bhatni, Shahganj-Indara BaHia and Indara
Doharighat branch line of north eastern railway. The 
National Highway number 29 (Gokakhpur
Ghazipur - Varanasi) serves the eastern part of the 
district passing through Doharighat, Ghosi, 
Kopaganj and Maunath Bhanjan. The district is well 
connected by telephone and has telex and postal 
links. 

The district has six tahsils namely, Sagri, 6hosi, 
Azamgarh, Muhammadabad, Phulpur and Lalganj. 
There were 5,601 villages and 21 towns according to 
1981 Census. During 1971 count the corresponding 
number was 5,628 villages and five respectively. The 
number of villages per towns worked out to be 
266.71. 

According to 1981 Census the total population of 
the district was 35,44,130 persons (17,50,826 males 
and 17,90,304 females). The decennial (1971-81) 
growth in population was 24.03 per cent as against 
the state average of 25.49 per cent. Similarly the 
density of population calculated to be 517 persons 
per sq.km. for the district and 377 for the state as 
whole. The sex ratio (number of females per 1,000 
males) was 1,021 and the literacy rate was 25.10 per 
cent. The district has agriculture based economy 
since 90.80 per cent of the populati?n lives in rural 
areas as against only 9.20 per cent in the urban areas. 

The variation in population of the district since 
1901 is placed in the following table XIII.! 
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Table xm.l 

Variation in population of the district (1981 Census) since 1901 

Year Persons Decade 
Variation decade 

variation 

1 2 3 

1901 15,51,654 

1911 14,96,084 - 55,570 

1921 15,31,970 + 35,886 

1931 15,74,982 + 43,012 

W41 18,26,590 + 2,51,608 

1951 21,06,557 + 2,79.967 

1961 24.08,052 + 3,01,495 

1971 28,57,484 + 4,49,432 

1981 35,44,130 + 6,86,646 

The table XIII. 1 reveals that the population of the 
district registered a decrease of 3.58 per cent in 1911 
since then there has been a continuous increase in 
the population. The most significant increase was 
registered during 1941,1971 and 1981 Censuses 
which recorded an increase of 15.98,18.66 and 24.03 
per cent in the successive Census. The sex ratio 
observed was of higher order during 1951, 1961 
and 1981 counts where females have out numbered 
males. 

Villages by Density 

Of the total inhabited villages (4,935) in the 
district, 0.85 per cent fall in the density range 
(persons per sq. km.) 0-10, 0-60 per cent in the range 
11-20 and 1.40 in the range 21-50. Again 1.99 percent 
fall in the density range of51-100,4.94 in 101-200and 
6.59 in 201-300. Another 21.40 percent of the villages 
are in the range of 301-500 while a majority of village 
(62.63 per cent) fall in 501 and above range. Thus 
number of villages increase as the range of density 
rises. 

Percentage Males Females 
decade 

variation 

4 5 6 

7,68,052 7,83,602 

-3.58 7,51,427 7,44,657 

+ 2.40 7,77,930 7,54,040 

+ 2.81 7,99,683 7,75,299 

+ 15.98 9,18,564 9,08.026 

+ 15.33 10,44,682 10,61,875 

+ 14.31 11,85,008 12,23,044 

+ 18.66 14,31,267 14,26,217 

+ 24.03 17,53,826 17,90,304 

This is presented in the table XIII.2 

Tablexm.2 

Distribution of villages by density (1981) 

Range of density 

1 

0-10 

11-20 

21-50 

51-100 

101-200 

201-300 

301-500 

SOl-and above 

Total No. of villages 
in each range 

2 

42 

30 

69 

98 

244 

325 

1,056 

3,071 



Urban areas by density 

The urban areas of the districts consist of 21 
towns out of which three are municipal towns 16 
have town area committee and remaining two are the 
census towns. The following table shows growth, 
density and sex ratio of urban areas in the districts. 

The table XIII.3 (on page 158) shows that the rate 
of urbanisation in the district has been gradually 
increasing since 1951 and the same tendency has 
been observed in the decadal variation of the 
population. There were 4,760 persons per sq. km. 
during 1981 as against 6,829 during 1971. This 
decrease in density is apparently due to the fact that 
urban area in 1981 was covering 68.4 sq km while 
during 1971 it was 21.8 sq km. Thc sex ratio as 
relfected by number of females per one thousand 
males in the district has been more or less stable 
ranging between 876 to 908. Further scheduled caste 
population constitutes 24.82 per cent of the total 
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population while scheduled tribes are almost 
negligible. Literacy in the district is 25.10 per cent 
which is little lower than the state average. The 
literacy percentage among the males it is 38.27 as 
against 12.20 for females. In the rural areas of the 
district literacy is 23.11 per cent while it is 44.73 per 
cent in urban areas. Again among the different towns 
of the district literacy rate various betwecn 22.16 to 
57.35 per cent. It is least in Azamgarh TA. (22.16 per 
cent) and maximum in Azamgarh MB (57.35 per 
cent). 

Main production activities 

The productive activities of the district arc 
dominated by agricultural and allied activities which 
is the main source of livilihood for the majority of the 
population. Main harvests are kharif and rabi while 
zaid crop is of a very little importance as it covers an 
area of only 2.45 per cent of the total cropped area. 
The main food crops shown in the district are paddy, 
wheat, barley, juar, bajara maize and gram. Other 
crops are sugar came, oilseeds and fodder. Potato, 
onion and pumpkin are the cash crops. The 
improved agricultural practices have got a 
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favourable impact upon the farmers who are being 
provided with seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, 
insecticides and improved agricultural implements 
through development blocks and other Government 
agencies. 

Livestock rearing is also an important productive 
activity which helps in cultivation, transportation and 
is a source of income to farmers. Although animals in 
the district are generally of poor stock but efforts are 
being made to improve the progency through 
artificial insemination centres as well as veterinary 
hospitals and service centres. Fishery is another 
developed economic activity in the district. There are 
two government fisheries farms having an area of 
1.70 hectares. Fingerlings and other food items are 
supplied by the government. Fish rearing and 
poultry farming offer good scope for the 
development and provide employment to the 
people in the district. The livestocks of the district 
comprise bovines, goats, sheep, pigs, horses and 
pony. 

There is no regular forest in the district only some 
usual variety of trees found in the district are 
tamarish, dhak, sihor, akol and babul on the either 
sides of the rivers. Mango, mahua, pipal, shisham, 
bargad, neem, and guava are the common trees 
found in the district. Next to agriculture the industrial 
activity occupies an important place in the district. 
Industries of eminence are sugar mills, cotton mills, 
printing press, general engineering shop, tyre 
industries agricultural equipment workshop, 
handlooms and powerlooms potteries and sutH 
udyog. Out of the total workers, main worker in the 
district constitute 26.55 per cent of the total 
population. In rurasl areas they constitute 26.38 per 
cent as against 28.23 per cent in the urban areas. Main 
male workers constitute 45.03 per cent of total male 
population. Female participation rate is 8.46 per cent 
in the district and rural and urban rate are 8.24 and 
10.71 per cent respectively. Marginal workers 
constitute 5.76 per cent of the total population. Of the 
total population in the district, 67.69 per cent are non
workers (6756 in rural and 69.02 in the urban area). 
Female non workers (82.02 per cent) are more as 
compared to male (53.07 per cent) non workers. 
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Economic Social and cultural relation with 
other town: 

From kopaganj the othe~ towns of the district are 
directly or indirectly linked by rail and roads. Besides 
town is linked with the neighbouring villages where 
villager usually visit for making daily purchases 
People from other towns of the district and 
neighbouring regions come to the referent town for 
seeking job. Most of the residents are engaged in 
manufacturing, processing, repairing in household 
and non household industry, trade and commerce, 
transport, storage and communication. The social 
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relations with other towns are maintained through 
marriages. The cultural relation are regulated 
through different kind of religious and cultural 
programmes like Ramlila, Mushaira, Quawali, Shiv 
Puja and Milad preachings. 

Travel Index 

The travel index. of the residents has been 
calculated by adding highest distances travelled by 
all the persons, aged five years and above divided by 
number of persons. The table XIII.4 gives details of 
the travel index of population of the town. 

Table xm.4 

Travel bldex of persons males, females of the town by locality, 1987 

Town/Locality 

Persons 

1 2 

Phulelpura 384.40 

]ummanpura 254.69 

Fattanpura 207.22 

Chandanpura 227.05 

Dostpura 194.46 

Hunsapura 115.94 

Wazeedpura 28454 

Hakeempura 294.57 

The table XIII.4, shows that travel index for males 
is highest in Phulelpura (543.23) followed by 
Hakeempura (526.34), Wazeedpura (403.11), 
]ummanpura (382.24) Dos¢ura (279.63) 
Chandanpura (262.91) Fattanpura (210.00) and 
Hunsapura (145.10) Females have highest travel 
index in Fattanpura (204.15) and lowest in the 

Travel Index 

Males Females 

3 4 

543.23 17156 

382.24 109.64 

210.00 204.15 

262.91 184.17 

279.63 096.55 

145.10 088.05 

403.11 159.32 

526.34 106.25 

mohall a Dostpura (96.55). Considering the travel 
index by sex it is observed that males have an upper 
hand as compared to females because there is lesser 
involvement of females in economic activities in the 
town. Table XIII.5 (on page 160 & 161) elaborates 
travel index of persons (male and females) by 
caste/community. 
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Tablexm.5 

Travel Index of perso1lS males females by caste/community 

Sl. CastelTribel Travel Index 

No. Community Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 

A. Hindu 

1. Abir 69.38 86.56 52.22 

2. Barai 279.17 432.14 65.00 

3. Barhai 423.18 550.00 271.00 

4. Bari 350.00 800.00 125.00 

5. Bhar 110.83 133.75 65.00 

6. Brahmin 370.45 227.50 410.00 

7. Dhobi 69.19 78.06 56.92 

8. Gond 116.67 125.00 108.33 

9. Khatik 130.54 218.75 34.31 

10. Koeri 425.00 1,000.00 41.67 

11. Kumhar 114.19 179.54 42.30 

12. Lohar 115.83 162.86 50.00 

13. Mallah 57.00 114.00 

14. Nai 300.00 500.00 

15. Nania 35.71 73.33 7.50 

16. Patehara 158.09 233.00 90.00 

17. Sunar 253.57 353,84 90,63 

18. TeH 359.31 396,67 312.93 

19. Vaish 269.77 307.79 236.25 

B. MUSLIMS 

20. Ansari 235.08 448.08 143.45 . 
21. Darzi 445.83 658.33 233.33 

22. Dhunia 185.71 650.00 

23. Faquir 200.00 200.00 200.00 

24. Kunjra 295.79 421.67 182.50 

25. Manihar 87.14 86.92 87.30 
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Table XIH.5 (Coneld.) 

1 2 3 4 5 

26. Nai 154.84 254.11 42.33 

27. Pathan 118.04 142.73 95.42 

28. Qasai 39.46 43.78 29.75 

29. Sheikh 102.27 217.22 22.70 

30 Syed 395.85 591.54 233.90 

It may seen from the table XIII.5, that of the total Similarly the travel index for females of 6 castes was 
castes (30) the travel index for males in above 500 above 200 Kms, 4 castes above 100 Kms and 
Km. in the caste Syed, Dhunia, Darzi Barahai, Koeri, remaining 20 castes have index below 100 Kms. The 
Nai (Hindu) and Bari above 200 among the castes travel index for females has been lower to males in 
Sunar, Brahmin, Vaish, Teli, patehra, Barai, Khatik, the town. In fact the travel index in a way or other is 
Darzi, Kunjra, Sheikh, Nai and Ansari more than 100 related to ones own occupation. The table XIII.6 
Kms. among 7 castes and below 100 Kms. in case of describes the travel index of the dwellers by 
4 castes. It has been registered maximum for Koeri occupation. 
(1,000 Kms.) and lowest for Manihar (35 Kms.). 

TableXIll.6 

Travel index of persons, males and females by occupational category 

Occupation NCO 3 degit Persons Travel Index 

and name of occupation Total Males Females Total Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

755 Weaver 580 296 284 236.78 343.52 136.08 

401 Shopkeeper 174 92 
I 

82 275.37 350.68 190.88 

079 Physician and 6 3 3 140.00 233.33 43.33 
Surgeon 

150 Teacher CoUege 5 2 3 65.00 100.00 41.67 

153 Teacher Primary 11 7 4 351.18 321.43 380.00 

201 Elected Official 12 6 6 658.33 1,075.00 241.70 

431 Strectvendor 27 16 11 253.04 309.06 171.55 

409 Shopkeepers 14 8 6 401.57 500.63 269.50 
and Marchants 

490 Sales Workers 16 9 7 96.13 169.80 1.43 
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Table xm.6 (Concld.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

500 Hotel, Tea Stalls 4 2 2 26550 406.00 125.00 

541 Sweepers and 5 2 3 142.00 350.00 3.33 
Cleaners 

550 Dry Cleaners and 23 13 10 49.78 60.00 36.50 
pressess 

560 Hair Dresser 24 13 11 256.46 472.69 0.91 

599 Service Workers 8 5 3 135.00 135.00 135.00 

610 Cultivaters 34 16 18 162.65 183.44 144.17 

630 Agricultural Labour 4 2 2 7.50 10.00 5.00 

750 Supervisors of spinning 69 39 30 448.26 576.28 281.83 
and Weaving 

751 Fibre Prepares 2 2 125.00 125.00 

758 Knitters 8 6 2 675.00 890.83 27.50 
771 Grain Miller and 8 6 2 109.38 104.12 125.00 

Related 

772 Crushers and preseures 14 7 7 192.86 371.44 142.86 
aU seeds 

777 Bakers, Confectioners 15 9 6 596.67 498.89 743.33 
and Sweet meat maker 

781 Tobacco Preparer 6 3 3 354.17 583.33 125.00 

784 Biri Makers 20 12 8 96.25 104.60 83.75 

791 Tailors and Dress 29 13 16 242.41 526.92 4750 
makers 

811 Carpenters 13 7 6 165.00 262.86 50.83 

839 Blacksmith 4 2 2 115.00 125.00 105.00 

845 Mechanics and 6 1 5 60.00 60.00 60.00 
Repaormen 

881 Sunar and Jwellers 21 13 8 253.57 353.85 90.63 

892 Potters and related 12 6 6 114.17 204.17 24.17 
workers 

942 Basket making and 14 7 7 124.29 237.14 11.43 
Brush maker 

999 Labourers 61 31 30 150.36 193.77 10550 

XI0 Workers hotelassified 6 3 3 116.67 125.00 108.33 

Total 1,255 657 598 247.26 346.43 138.30 



It may be seen from the table XIII.6, that the 
highest travel index (675.00) is in respect of those 
persons engaged in knitting work. It is followed by 
elected officials (675.00), Bakers, confectioners and 
sweet meat makers (596.67), Supervisiors in shining 
and weaving (448.26) and shopkeepers merchants 
(401.57), toboco preperers (354.17) and Primary 
school teachers (351.18). In ourpect of persons 
engaged in other occupations it is less than 300 
Among males elected officials have fetched highest 
point (1,075,00) and among females those engaged 
in bakery and confectionery have maximum points 
(743.33). The average travel index for the males is 
346.43 and for females iris 138.30. The average travel 
index for the sample population of the town comes 
to 247.26. 

Particulars of places from/to where people 
commute 

For earning livelihood, persons from the 
neighbouring villages come and'work in the town. 
The town provides good marketing facility to nearby 
rural areas. Medicines, cloth and other domestic 
items are available in the market. Students from the 
different neighbouring areas come to the town for 
studying educational institutions. The town dwellers 
generally visit adjoining town of Maunath Bhanjan 
and Ghosi by taxi or by bus. A few villagers ply 
rickshaw to earn their livelihood. They come in the 
morning and go in the evening. 

So far as newspaper vendors are concerned none 
of them go to village to sell newspaper or magazine. 
The interested persons themselves come to the town 
and purchase magazines and newspaper of their 
own interest. 

Demographic and other characteristics of 
seJected vllJages 

In order to have an idea a look on the urban 
influence of the town upon the rural areas, nine 
villages situated at different distance (5,10 and 20 
Kms) have been selected. The demographic and 
other characteristics of the village are discussed in the 
table XlII.7 (on page 164). 
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Kopaganj is a small town. 25 present level of 
development has apparen~y very limited influence 
on the surrounding villages. It would appear from the 
table XlII.7 that the average population per village in 
the three range of distance i.e. within 5 Kms, 10 Kms, 
and 20 Kms from Kopaganj is 917, 1,516 and 1,942 
persons respectively. Also the average density in the 
cluster of villages located within 5 Kms. from the 
town is 562,1,133 for villages within 10 Kms and 657 
in the villages located within 20 Kms. Thus the 
hypothesis that nearer the village to a town, larger is 
the population does not hold good. Similarly case of 
density too, the expectation of higher density among 
the nearer villages does not appear to hold valid. 

Secondly regarding proportion of households 
and number of members, it has been observed that 
the average number of households at different 
distances is 140 incase of villages situated within 5 
Kms 217 within 10 Kms. and 290 within 20 Kms of the 
town. Also the average size of family in the town is 
8.15 persons where as the same in the selected 
villages is 6 to 9 persons per family. Thus hypothesis 
that closer the villages from town .have large 
proportion of household does appear to hold good in 
respect of present survey. 

The percentage of total workers to total 
population in the different distances i.e. less than 5 
Kms, 10 and 20 Kms works out to be 22.0822.88 and 
28.63. In this case it can be said that villages situated 
at colser distance have a reverse impact and have 
lesser proportion of workers in the total poputation. 
Most of the workers in the selected villages are 
engaged in primary sector. 

The literacy rate in villages located at different 
distances is 24.30, 27.83 and 24.38 per cent. The 
statement that villages with high urban influence 
have comperatively higher level of literacy does not 
hold good. The low level of literacy was mainly due 
to poverty and backwardness. 

Availability of amenities in the selected villages 
has been elaborated in table XIII.8 (on page 165). 

It may be seen from the table that out of the none 
sampled villages, six villages had facility for primary 
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and upto middle level of education. Medical facilities 
were available in two villages. Similarly drinking 
water is available through handpump in seven 
villages. In addition to the above the villagers still use 
wells for potable water. Of the total, only three 
villages had facility of post and telegraph. Further in 
two villages apart from weekly hats (markets) there 
are permanent shops. The approach to the village 
except in two cases was reported Kuchha roads. 
Pucca approach roads was reported for three 
villages. Again, power was available in five villages 
All these shows that prople of these villages were in 
regular touch with the town for marketing and other 
miscellenous purposes. 

The details of land use data i.e. area under 
different types ofland use has been dealt in the table 
XIII.9 (on page 167). 

The table XIII.9 reveals that all the selected 
villages were having an agration base where 
approximately 75 per cent of the land was under 
cultivation (irragated and unirrigated), as against 
85.62 per cent in other areas of the tehsil. Cultivable 
waste including paustere land and groves cover 15 
per cent of area, not available for cultivation is 10 per 
cent of the total area. 

The above comparision of the land use pattern 
conforms our hypothesiS that the rural areas nearer to 
an urban centre have a better land use pattern as 
compared to other rural areas located at distant 
places. The irrigated area in the villages selected and 
located at varying range of the distances was 59.06, 
54.38, 53.37 per cent. The cultivable waste in the 
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villages falling in the fast two range of distance was 
12.36 and 12.54 power cent while for the third slab it 
was 10.24 per cent of the total area of the village. The 
percentage for the area not available for cultivation 
for villages of different distance works out to be 9.74 
12.49 and 11.11 per cent. The' analysis reveals that 
there is less proportion of uncultivable, fallow, 
unirrigated cultivation nearer to the town. 

The functional category of the town according to 
the data collected through the town schedule is trade 
commerce cum industry. Similar pOSition was 
observed during the 1971 Census. The important 
activity of the town dwellers is weaving, dyeing and 
trading in handloom and powerloom products. The 
main commodities imported to the town are yarn, 
colours, ink and stationary while exports items are 
textiles, gur, oil and foodgrains. 

Considering the availability of luxurious and 
costly goods such as radio, watches, scooter and 
television, it has been observed that town has some 
reflection of urbanisation its neighbouring villages. It 
would be interesting to mention here that the villages 
having direct transport linkages have greater urban 
influence than others. It has also been observed that 
villagers do sell and purchase different commodities 
from the town Ghosi, kopaganj and Mau. 

As has been observed, the referent town does not 
have any noteworthy impact on the nearby villages. 
As a matter of fact, it is a small town' with lesser 
potentialities to attract persons of neighbouring 
villages for providing employment and other 
opportunities. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

CONCLUSION 

Kopaganj is a small town in newly carved diStrict, 
Mau, in eastern Uttar Pradesh. At the 1981 Census its 
population was 19.075 with a very high density of 
19,464 persons per sq km. It acquired the status of 
Town Area in 1914. The town is located on the Mau
GorakhpurNational HighwayNo. 29. ata distance of 
10 kms. from the district headquarters. Maunath 
Bhanjan. Maunath Bharijan is a prominent entire for 
the manufacturing of handloom and powerloom 
products in the state. More than 85 per cent 
population of the town are Muslims and a fairly large 
number among them are engaged in weaving. The 
percentage decadal variation in the population of the 
town for the last three decades, 1951-61, 1961-71 and 
1971-81 has been found to be 38.95, 27.90 and 33.66 
respectively. I Iowever, the growth of the town, since 
its inception, has taken shape in such a way that 
urban characteristics have not fully development, so 
as to attract people from the neighbouring areas. It 
has by and large developed as a satiate town of 
Maunath Bhanjan. The entire population of the town 
belongs to only two religions via, Muslims and 
Hindus. The former account for 58.40 per cent of the 
total population. The survey reveals that there were 
30 casts/communities in the town. Of these 19 
belonged to Hindu castes, and 11 to Muslims. It is 
interesting to note that 55.06 per cent of the total 
population is below twenty years of age. There is no 
distinct caste or community chaster in the town. 
However. to some extant the habitations of 
scheduled castes are nucleated. Service class and 
businessmen are by and large scattered all over the 
town. The sex ratio according to the 1981 Census 
comes to 946 females per one thousand males. 
Fertllrty has been observed to be maximum in the age 
group 18-34, the level being comparatively higher 
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among Muslims. Age at marriage has been of higher 
order among males than that of females but it is still 
below 21 years for males and 18 years for females. 
Muslims mostly use Urdu whereas Hindus speak 
Bhojpuri or Hindi. 

During 1901, the population of the town was 
7039 which increased to 8649 in 1941, again it 
increased by 38.9'"5 per cent during 1951-61 and 
afterwards a similar trend was maintained at the 
consecutive enumerations. In respect of the growth, 
density and likracy the town presents more or less 
the same picture as had been in other urban areas of 
the district. The town is influenced by the 
neighbouring urban centre and district headquarters, 
Maunath Bhanjan, which distinguishes for the 
manufacture of hand loom and powerloom products. 
Almost every businessman and commission agent of 
the town has an office at Maunath Bhanjan. Business 
in the town is mostly controlled by outsiders. The 
urban facilities available in the town are not only 
inadequate but also of poor standard. The town is 
well connected by roads and rail. It is directly or 
indirectly linked to the major cities of the state. The 
main roads connecting the town are Kopaganj
Kasara road, Kopaganj-Koirapur road and Kopaganj
Shahroj road. These roads link the town with rural 
surroundings. Inside the town and in the nearby 
villages the means of transport are cycle, ekka, 
rickshaw and taxi. The physicographic conditions 
inside the town do not permit fast mode of public 
conveyance. Lanes and by lanes are very narrow. On 
the whole it present a some what rural apperance. It 
would be interesting to mention here that 4,249 
hactares or 9,79 per cent of the total area of the town 
is cultivable land which includes area under 
horticultural and vegetation 



The town of Kopaganj is by and large mono
functional large in character. As already stated 
Muslims are in predominance and a majority of them 
are engaged as weaver, and other castel communities 
involved in trade and manufacturing work deal in oil 
seeds, food grains, gur and other trading activities. 
From the foregoing description it appears that town 
is monofunctional in character. Undoubtedly the 
town has the potential of further development in 
manufacturing of. handloom and powerloom 
products, marketing, trade and commerce. The town 
is also a marketing centre for about 20 surrounding 
villages where people from these villages come 
generally between Ito 5 PM. Main items of expoh are 
handloom and powerloom cloth oils and foodgrains. 
Further prospect of expansion in the town exists 
along with national highway number 29 towards 
Nayapura. 

In the absence of an elected body, affairs of the 
town area committee are being managed by the 
secretary with a supporting staff consisting of Tax 
collector, Octroi Moharir, Line man etc. It is mainly 
responsible for providing proper sanitation and 
deanlines in the town besides constructi<;n and 
maintenance of roads' drains toilets and street light 
etc. Grants and aids received from the state 
Government remain to the major source of income 
for the civic body. A look at the expenditure pattern 
shows that it has increase on public works like 
cleanliness lighting and construction of roads etc. To 
augment its income from other sources. It is mainly 
responsible for maintaining civic facilities through 
income from grants and octroi. 

The (I vic body has hitherto not made any 
positive efforts. Hence due to limited funds it is 
handicapped in effective maintenance-of cleanliness 
sand construction work in the town. 

However, by and large, the town area 
administration runs smoothly. There are no trade 
unions in the town. The crime rate is very low. Very 
few cases of murder, burglary, stealing cheating and 
accident were reported during the survey People of 
the town are generally living in cordial atmosphere. 
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The ethos of the family structure in the tm 
appears to be nuclear type comprising of marri 
couple and their unmarried children. 48 per cent 
the sample household fall into this cat ego 
However if the sub-nuclear and nuclear w 
adhesion type of families are also clubbed into t 
category of nuclear families the percentage of su 
households comes to about 60. 

As stated earlier Kopaganj is a developing tOl 

and as such it has exerted no inSignificant influer 
on the surrounding rural landscape and in the wa) 
life of the villagers. Present survey indicates that 1 
villages having direct link with the town have sho' 
no marked change in comparision to those villa, 
which are relatively isolated. 

The town competes fairly well so far as liter. 
level (50.98 per cent) is concerned. It has be 
progressing since 1971, There are two Intermedi 
colleges two Junior High Schools, four Prim 
schools and six Urdu learning centres in the to~ 
F or higher education students have to move eithe 
Gorakhpur or Varanasi. Besides these Prim 
Health Centre, Family Planning Centre, Maten 
Home and Veterinary Hospital located in the to 
provide medical service to the residents. N 
constructions are coming up in the town with gr~ 
speed but they are confined to certain selected ar 
only. In fact they are restricted towards west nc 
west and south west areas only. The eastern : 
north eastern areas are deprived of further grow 

The town by the large presents a di 
appearance in the absence of proper roa 
pathways and drainge system. The sanitary condit 
is very poor. However, presently about 90 per cer 
the total households in the town get tap water. 
these 45 per cent have private connections. The tc 
was electrified in 1958 and presently about 57 
cent of the population is served by network 
electricity. 

The town of Kopaganj falls in a region tradil 
ally know for manufacturing of handloom fabl 
The economic life of the Kopaganj town by the l~ 



revolves round the manufacturing of handloom and 
powerloom textiles. During the decade 1971-81 the 
percentage of worker engaged in household 
industry has increased from 64.45 to 75.74. There are 
1665 registered small scale textile manufacturing 
units in the town. All of these are power operated. 
colourful cotton saries, dhoties and lungis 
manufactured in Kopaganj are being sold in chlferent 
parts of the country. Besides there are 116 
commercial establishments in the town dealing in 
various units. The town has also wholesale markets 
of oil seeds, gur and foodgrains. 

An overwhelming majority (84.07 percent) of the 
inhabitants of the town are non-migrants. Among the 
15.93 per cent migrant population most of them 
(53.48 per cent hail from different areas within the 
district followed by 39.53 per cent from other district 
of the state. The main reason for migration among 
females was marriage while most of the male 
migrants expected to find skilled job and higher 
wages at new location. However, on the whole, the 
town does not have scope for any significant level of 
migration into and out of the town. 

The leisure time activities in the town are seeing 
movies, listening radiO, transistor, watching 
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television, reading news papers and magazines, 
playing cards and attending to cultura1 and religious 
functions, participation in Qawali, Mushaira, Ramlila 
and Nautanki is also quite popular in the town. 
Routine religiOUS activities are regular visits to 
temples and mosques. Important festivals include 
Holi, Ramnaumi. Jarunastmi, Dussebra, Deepawali, 
Idulfitre I'de milad, Moharram and chehallum. 

Kopaganj is a small and congested town ·in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh representing a region known 
for traditional handloom production. Despite Yle fact 
that it had acquired the status of town area about 
seventy five years ago, pase of development has 
been disappointingly slow. The development 
process has its inherent constraints like lack of funds 
with the civic body, limited job opportunities and 
practically no industrial growth. Apparently no 
sincere efforts have been made to overcome these 
constraints and bottle-necks. The town is 
surrounded by the rural landscape. In fact the impact 
of rural way of life can still be seen in the way of life 
of the inhabitants of the town. The town has yet to 
grow to acquire its distant urban stature with 
restricted urban growth the town, by and large, still 
continues to function as a subordinate town of the 
district headquarters Maunath Bhanjan. 
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A aerial view of Kop~ganl town 
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Lore! Shiva Temple 
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'Shree Hanuman temple 
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Footpoint view in the temple 
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Shahi Masjid 
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Muslim graveyard 
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Pond in Lhe Lown 
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Office of the Congress (I) Committee 
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Office of the Town Area Committee 
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Over head tank 
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Hand-pump and Well 
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Telephone Exchange 
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Block Development office 
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Police Station 
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Wholesale and retail trade of foodgrains 
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A Scene of the road connecting the ~wn 
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VegcGltion in the town 
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Taxi-stand 
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Railway station 
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Bapu Intermediate college . 
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Primary School 
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Primary Health Centre 
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Family Welfare Centre 
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Fruit Vendors 
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Vegetable shop 
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Sweetmeat shop 
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Meat shop 
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Cloth merchant shop 
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Pottery shop 
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Grocery shop 
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State Bank of India 
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District Co-operative Bank Ltd. 
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A View of Handicraft yam processing 
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Ameer Sizing Works 
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Colouring of Handloom yarn 
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Bailing of handloom sarees and lungis 



207 

Processing Machine of handloom products 
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Processing of pig hairs 
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An old locality of Kopaganj town 
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Cinema hall "Om.Talkies" 
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Respected persons of the town 
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