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FOREWORD 

The Constitution lays down that "the State shall promote with 
special care the educational and economic interest of the weaker 
sections of the people and in particular of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes and shall protect them from social injustice and all 
forms of exploitation." 

To assist States in fulfilling their responsibility in this regard, the 
1961 Census provided a series of special tabulations of the Social and 
Economic data on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

The Lists of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are notified 
by the President under the Constitution and the Parliament is em
powered to include in or exclude from the lists, any caste or tribe. 
During the Census operations, the enumerators frequently face the 
problem of identifying the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
In the President's notification, though, in some cases, the names of the 
sub-castes and sub-tribes and synonyms are given, there are many cases 
where such names have not been provided" in the list. The Census 
enumerators, therefore, require guidance about the acceptance or 
rejection of claims that they come across during the operations of 
some communities to be treated as sub-castes or sub-tribes of the 
notified Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes. For this purpose, the 
Census Organisation has thought it wise to undert.ake detailed ethno
graphic studies in respect of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
of India. This is also in conformity with the past Census tradition 
of presenting authentic ethnographic account of Indian communities. 

For conducting the ethnographic studies, a number of ancillary 
operations are undertaken by the Social Studies Unit of the Office 
of the Registrar General, India, as wen as the staff of the Director 
of Census Operations in the various States. These ancillary 
operations include: (i) c01;npilation of available information on each 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe and preparation of bibliogra
phy in respect of them; (ii) preparation and interpretation of maps 
showing distribution of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes over 
time and space; and (iii) special studies on cultural, technological 
and economic changes taking place among the various tribal com
munities. 

Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, Deputy Registrar General, Social 
Studies Unit, assisted by Shri N. G. Nag, Officer on Special Duty and 
Shri A. M. Kurup, Rese3rch Officer are co-ordinating all these studies 
at the central level. At the State level Director of Census Operations 
and his staff are collaborating in conducting the field investigation 
and preparing the reports. 

When the initial investigations on the Dorlas were being car
ried out, Shri K. C. Dubey, Dy. Director of Census Operations, :Madhya 
Pradesh was incharge of Special Studies in that State. 

tV) 
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Shri M. Nageswara Rao, Investigator, Office of the Registrar 
General, India and Shri M. G. Mohril, Investigator of the Office of the 
Director of Census Operations, Madhya Pradesh conducted the field 
investigations on Dorla of Madhya Pradesh and prepared the draft. 
Shri A. M. Kurup and Dr. B. K. Roy Burman edited the report. 

I avail of this opportunity to extend my warm thanks to all my 
colleagues who have undertaken various studies on different aspects 
of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes of India. 

A. CHANDRA SEKHAR 

Registrar General, India 



PR.EFACE 

As an adjunct of 1961 Census, preparation of ethnographic monographs 
on a number of selected Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and ethnic groups 
with special status and ethnographic glossaries on all Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes have been taken up by the Census Organisation. 

In India the Census Organisation has a long tradition of undertaking 
ethnographic studies. Besides, there are certain reasons why, for its own opera
tional purposes, it is necessary for the Census Organisation to take up such 
studies. During census operation, the Census Organisation is required to make a 
compl'ete enumeration of all the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the 
country. The ethnographic studies are required to establish the identity of the 
various communities including their segments. The social boundaries of various 
communities are not always rigid, they are in a state of flux. Ethnographic 
studies are required to keep track of these changes as weIl, otherwise compari
son of consecutive census figures would give altogether wrong picture in respect 
of them. There is another aspect of study in respect of _ Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes in which the Census Organisation, as well as the welfare and 
planning agencies are intere~ted-it is ethno-demography. In 1961 Census, se
parate tables were prepared 1D respect of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes on the following items: 

(i) Industrial classification of persons at work and non-workers by sex, 

(if) Age and marital status. 

(iii) Education, 

(iv) Religion, 

(v) Persons not at work classified by s'ex and types of activity for Scheduled 
Castes, 

(vi) Persons not at work classified by sex and type of activity for Sche
d uled Tribes. 

(vii) Mother tongue and bilingualism for Scheduled Tribes. 

The data available in these tables are to be analysed in respect of each 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe, so that the historical and cultural factors 
responsible for the demographic pattern can be identified and the impact of the 
emergent demographic pattern on the social structure can be determined. 

The insight gained by the Census Organisation, through ethnographic studies 
of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes will be useful for interpretation 
of the demographic pattern for the country as a whole. Recent studies show that 
in India even now, it is difficult to correctly appreciate the various social and 
'eConomic processes without reference to caste. On the other hand, in the 
interest of ultimate national goal, caste is not being recorded in census, 
except in case of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The insight gained 
through ethno-demographic studies of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
is, therefore, of invaluable help for census. 

At the same time, such study is very much useful for planning of develop
ment activities among the castes or tribes concerned. For instance, if the census 
shows that great deal of diversification of occupation has taken place among 
the Parayans of Kerala, it is important for the planners to know whether the 
community consists of a number of disconnected segments or whether it 
means that a great deal of individual mobility is taking place where the main 
focus of community is other than traditional occupation. Again, when among 
the Bauris of Orissa, it is found that a very high proportion of the population 
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is engaged in agricultural labour and next to them a high proportion is found 
in cultivation and also that there is c.onsiderable diversification of occupation, 
the following questions of sociological and practical imponanee arise: 

(a) What is the historical relation between the agricultural labourers 
and the cultivators among the Bauris of Orissa? The census data 
suggests one of the two possible developments, namely, (1) bulk of 
the Bauris were cultivators and by a process of degeneration. of 
their economy have become agncultural labourers, (2) on the 
other hand, it is also possible that the bulk of them were agricul
tural labourers and through a process of improvement of their 
economic condition, many of them have become cultivators. 

(b) The fact that a considerable diversification of occupatiOlli has 
taken place, suggests that the economy has not remained in a stag
nant condition. Here. it is to be examined whether the diversifi
cation is the result of upward mobility, or downward mobility, or 
even horizontal mobility, and what is the actual process by which 
the diversification has taken place. 

(c) The social dimensions corresponding to the diversification in 
economic life have to be examined. It is also to be examined 
whether inspite of diversification of occupation, the ethos of parti
cular occupation. for instance agriculture, continues to be domi
nant. In that case, diversification might have created problems of 
adjustment in values and attitudes. . 

Instances can be multiplied. but it is not necessary. What have been 
stated above, are enough to bring out the significance of ethno-demographic 
studies for planners. . 

The above dimensions of ethno-demographic studies have evolved through 
stages. In 1960 at the instance of Shri Mitra, Registrar General of India, a 
questionnaire for collection of ethnographic data was circulated' among 
the Census Superintendents. In October, 1961, the Handicrafts and Social 
Studies Unit was set up in the Office of the Registrar General of India, to co
ordinate the ethnographic studies and a few other ancillary studies. like 
village surveys, handicraft surveys, etc. In December 1961. a study camp was 
organised in Delhi, where the personnel engaged in ethnographic studies, 
and other social investigations in the office of the Census Superintendents, 
participated. In the study camp, it was considered that the ethnographic notes 
would mainly aim at making an objective assessment of the state of develop
ment of the different Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the context of 
the changes taking place in technology, economic organisation and total 
culture pattern of the country. It was- further suggested that the primary 
focus of the study should not be on the exotic elements of the cultures of the 
different castes and tribes. It should be on the efforts of the communities con
cetned, to ad.lust to the modern· conditions of life. In the light of the above 
decisions of the study camp rapid ethnographic studies have been eanied on 
by the staff of the Superintendents of Cen~us Operations as well as by the 
Handicrafts and Social Studies Unit of the Office of the Registrar General, 
India, in different parts of the country. These rapid surveys have brought out 
a number of methodological and operational problems. In May and June. 
1966, two Ethnographic Study Camps were held at Kurseong and Hyder
abad. where personnel from the office of the Census Superintendents partici
pated. In the study camp held at Kurseong, the Secretary, Tribal Welfare, 
West Bengal, and Director, Tribal Welfare, West Bengal, also participated. 
In this Study Camp. an integrated frame for preparation of ethnowaphic notes 
was discussed and adopted. A copy of the same may be seen at Annexure. In 
addition to the studies in respect of each Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
separately, a number of subsidiary studies were undertaken by the Handicrafts 
and Social Studies Unit of the Office of the Registrar General, India, fOf 
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gaining insight into a number of problems of general nature, which havtt 
bc~ring on the different aspects of the lives of the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes of the country. These subsidiary studies are as follows: 

1. Shifting cultivation in Santal Parganas of Bihar and Garo Hills of 
Assam. 

2. Pattern of Rehabilitation of displaced tribals of Rourkela. 
3. Socio-economic survey of the Scheduled areas of Rajasthan. 
4. Socio-economic developments among the hillmen of North-East 

India. 
5. Social structure and cultural orientation of Christians converted 

from Scheduled Castes. 
6. Traditional rights of scavenging as claimed by scavengers in urban 

areas. 
7. Grouping of castes and 

intra-group comparative 
earlier censuses. 

tribes with referen.ce to occupation and 
study on the basis of the data available in 

8. Social mobility movement!! among the Scheduled Castes and 
Sched uled Tribes. 

On the basis of each of the subsidiary studies indicated above, a separate 
monograph is under preparation. It is also proposed to prepare separate mono
graphs on a few Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and ethnic groups with 
special status in each state. Besides ethnographic glossaries are proposed to be 
prepared in respect of all Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. For this 
purpose about one lakh references have been indexed. 

The present report on Dorlas of Madhya Pradesh is one of the mono
graphs included in the series of ethnographic studies. Originally the field 
investigation and draft report was prepared by Director of Census Operations, 
Madhya Pradesh. At that time Shri K. C. Dubey, Deputy Director of Census 
Operations. Madhya Pradesh was in charge of Special Studies in that State. 
Later on detailed field investigation was done by Shri M. Nageswara Rao of 
this office with the assistance of Shri M. G. Mohril of the office of the Director 
of Census Operations, Madhya Pradesh under the guidance of Shri A. M. 
Kurup, Research Officer, Office of the Registrar General, India. While the 
specific focus of the study was defined and also the design of the investiga
tion was provided by me. I made only minor changes in the draft prepared 
by Shri Nageswara Rao and revised by Shri Kurup. 

I take this opportunity to express my thanks to all the colleagues who 
collaborated in this project. 

Shri H. L. Harit, Investigator, (now Research Officer) who is looking
after the compilation of information from published sources in respect of all 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and other special ethnic groups of 
India deserves mention. 

Shri A. Mitra, Registrar General of India for 1961 Census, whose far
sighted initiative is responsible for social investigations in a large number of 
fields including ethnography, deserves thanks of all students of Indology. I 
have been benefited not only by his inspiration, but also by his valuable 
suggestions in connection with the ethnographic studies as well as the other 
studies, conducted by the Handicrafts and Social Studies Unit. 

The tradition. built by Shri Mitra, has been continued by Shri A. Chandra 
Sekhar, the present Registrar General of India. Under his guidance, the scope 
of the Social Studies by the Census Organisation has been further expanded. 
Inspite of his other preoccupations, he has gone through the fin.al drafts of 
the ethnographic notes and given a number of valuable suggestions. I avail 
of this opportunity to express my gratefulness to him. 

B. K. Roy BURMAN 





DORLA 

I. Name, Identity, Ongin and' History 

The DorIa are a tribe Df South Bastar in 
Madhya Pradesh. They have been included in 
the list of the scheduled tribes vide Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes Modification Order, 
1956·. The word Doria, appears to' have been 
derived from the Telugu word Dora meaning 
Lord. In T'eJugu, the term Dora is singular 
and Doralu plural. The Koyas of Andhra 
Pradesh, adjoining Bastar district of Madhya 
Pradesh, are called Koya Do'ralu Or Koyalords. 
Thurston refers to the fact that in the lowlands, 
the Gonds call themselves Doralu. He also says 
that these are referred to in Telugu as Koi 
Doralu (Vol. IV, 1909). 

Hemmingway (1907) also speaks of the self 
importance with which the lO'wland Gonds of 
the Godavari district, knowing that the title 
DOTa means lords, dislike being called Karas. 
Another interpretation of the word has been 
offered hy Grigson; (1938). He states that the 
people of the lowlands or plains are referred to 
by the Hill Marias as Dor Koitor and l?y other 
words, all of which m~an lowland KOItor. Ac
cording to him Dorbhum or Dar Koitor is 
probably the source of the expression Dhur 
Koitor, which has been assimilated as DhuT 
KoitOT oriiDhuT Gond. At another place in his 
book (p. 55), he suggests that the word DorIa is 
obviously a corruption of Dor Koitor, their lands 
being that of the Bison.horn Marias of the 
Dantewara and Jagalpur plateau, Dorbhum 
or lowland. He further writes that the lowland 
Koya "knew he was despised by the highlander, 
and with the self assertiveness that is the typical 
fruit O'f the inferiO'rity complex, palmed off his 
name Dor Koi or lowland Koi on the ignorant 
Telugu as Dora Koi; and has proceeded to 
object to' the name Koi and demand always the 
name Dora or DO'rIa, simultaneously impressing 
on the Telugu how superior he is to' the High
lander." (1938: 55-56). 

Rev. John Cain (1879) mention~, "The 
custom of calling the Kois as Doralu (Dora = 
Lord, in Telugu) has been traced by some (Cen
tral Provinces, Gazetteer. p. 500) to' the ending 
tor in the word Koitor. This has always seemed 
to me to' be rather doubtful as this honorific 
cd6x is not only cO'nceded to the Kois, but also 

to several other castes. e.p; .• the (true) Vellama 
caste, and to all the most 'influential natives. in 
the independent or semi-independent neighbour
ing states. All the petty zamindars in Bastar are 
thus honoured, whatever may be their caste." 
(Vol. VIII. 1879, p. 34). 

Whatever may be the interpretation of the 
word-Dorla-the tribe with whic:h this note 
is concerned, is called by others as DorIa. Koya 
Doralu, Koya etc. But the people belonging to 
this tribe generally describe themselves by the 
name Koitor. 

The Koitan or Dorlas, who reside in South 
Bastar are very much influenced by Telugu 
Koras of the Godavari area, who are generally 
considered to be a sub-tribe of Gand. Now there 
is a tendency among Dodas to call themselves aa 
Koyas, and they (Dorlas) look down upon the 
Gottikoitor or the highlanders (Bison hom 
Mama). 

Glassfourd (1868-69) connected these three 
people KO'ya, Dorla, Gotti Koitor and Maria aa 
follows. "Along the Southern boundary we find 
the Telingas tolerably pure. but with a large 
mixture of intennediate castes, such as the 
Koya and Naikwars. which last the late 
Mr. Hislop classed among the Gonds. Proceed
ing inward we find the Telingas cease, and the 
Koyas and Gotmwars became the sole inhabi
tants. The fonner also belong to the Gond 
family; but from their vicinity to the Telingas 
they have acquired many of their words. and as 
the latter are the superior race, the Koyas ape 
their manners a good deaL The Gottawars are 
inferior to the Koya caste; but not so in appear
ance nor in physical conformation where they 
live close to Telingas. They also have acquired 
many of the Telugoo words; but they do not, a, 
the Koyas, ape Telinga manners." 

"Proceeding still farther towards the interior, 
we find the Gottawars the prevailing class, and 
in the centre they appear merely to change 
their name; for the Maria is in no way different 
from the Gottawar." 

So, according to' him the Koya, DorIa. Cotti
koitOr and Maria are the same people who are 
known differently in different contact situations. 
Thus the Koitors living among the Telugus and 
acquiring Telugu manners and customs are 
called Koidora. Koyadoralu Or Dorlu. 

·The Boheduled Castes IIond Boheduled Tribes Lists Modifioation Order. 1958, Government of Indillo. 1957, 38. 
The lIon!B.S where this Bub tn"be is BDheduled inoludes (1) Bastu, Chhindwam, Mandla.. Ra.jga.rhi IIond Surguja. districts. (2) BlIotbu 

tehsil of the B"la~hB.t district (3) B'ila.e'J)ur a.nd Ka.tghora te heils of the Bilasp1lr distriot."(4) Betnl a.ndlBhainsdehitehsilll of Betul 
district, (5) Durg and Sa.njari tehsiIs ofDurg district, (6) Murwara, Ratan IIoDd Sihara tehsiIs althe Jabalpur district. (7) Hoshanga. 
b~ distriot, (8) H&r&&ud tahsil of the NimBr district. (9) Bindr_Na.wga,rh, Dhamtari fl,Dd Mabsa.smnnd tebBiJa of the Ralp1ll' 
DIstrict. 



GJligson (1938) bas given the following foot
note regarding the afhnities of the Dorlas. "It 
is important to remember that the DorIa also 
use Bison-horn or Buffalo-horn dancing head 
dresses, and in other ways also show that they 
were once the same people as those whom I term 
Bison-horn-M-arias ~s! indeed the traditions of 
hoth people have to be seen to assert" (p. 56). 
Though similarity lin dress is not the only crite
rion to establish the identity between two ethnic 
groups, it at least shows the sort of cultural link
age. It is, however, to be noted that neither the 
Dorlas nor the Marias agree that they are one 
and the same. The Doi-1as look down upon the 
Marias as inferior and do not have any connu
mal or commensal relations with them. On the 
other hand, they have free relations with the 
people known as Koya in Telugu are-a_ Not only 
their existing social relations but also the tradi
tions of the past se'em to suggest that the Dorlas 
and the Koyas are the segments of the same 
society known by two different names. Thurston 
(1909-38) has recorded that the Koyas of the 
plains have a tradition that they were driven 
from the plateau of Bastar by famine and dis
putes about 200 years ago. This provides an in
direct support to the view point of those, who 
see in the Koyas an extension of the social 
identity of the Dorlas and vice-versa. There are 
however others, who h-ave a different point of 
view. For instance Mahbooh Hussarin (1946) is 
of the view that Koyas are of the same stock as 
the Khis i.e. Khandas of Cuttack district and 
have nothing to do with Gond group of tribes. 

Notwithstanding this view on the contrary, the 
prognosis seems to be that in their search for 
social identity the Koyas and Dorlas will look 
towards each other for a long time to corne. If 
there is adequate motivation to expand the orbit 
of their social identity they may even include 
Manias, within it, notwithstanding the social 
distance that they are maintaining at present on 
a vertical scale. 

II. Distribution and Population Trend 

In Madhya Pradesh the Dorlas principally 
inhabit the Southern and the South Western 
parts of Bastar district vh. in Konta and Biiapur 
Tehsils. According to Hazra (1959, p. 25), "Their 
territory may be said to start about 25 miles 
South of Sukma in Konta Tehsil, the river Kolab 
or Sabri which separates Bastar from Orissa 
forming the eastern boundary of the tract. They 
extend Southward up to Konta. To the West 
they are distributed in a number of villages and 
spread over in the adjoining Tahsil of Bi,japur'_ 
He further states that ""the DorIa!; are also foun'd 
in the adjoining parts of Andhm and Orissa 
States. In Andhr!l they are popularly known as 
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Koya. The majority of them are distributed in 
Andhra in the East Godavari, particularly in 
the Bhadrachalam taluq, and also in Warangal, 
Karimnagar and Adilabad districts of the fonner 
Hyderabad State. In Orissa, they are mainly 
found in Malkangiri taluq." 

In 1901-21, the tribes of Bastar were all 
lumped together under the generic name Gond. 
In the 1931 Census, separate enumeration had 
been made and 9988 Koyas were returned in 
~astar. But according to Grigson, (1938. 55-56) 

the 9988 persons returned at the Census as 
Koyas are not the Doria or lowland Koyas. They 
are the Bison-horn-Marias living at the foot of 
the passes in Konta and Sukma and slightly in
fluenced by Telugu Contacts." 

He, however, estimates that 15,000 Marias and 
Koyas were wrongly enumerated ,in 1931 as 
Murais. "These Dorlas at census refused to (:all 
themselves Koya, and were not returned as such 
~Ut returned as Gonds, and they are the prin
CIpal element in the 19,426 professing tribal reli
gion out of 24,907 Bastaris returned as Gond in 
the 1931 Census. The 4,981 Hindu Gonds re
turned are mostly Dorlas from the Lingadari 
Pargana of Bhopal patanam and the adjacent 
parts of Bijapur who have become lingayats, 
wearing a rudrakhsa bead in a silver box or a 
Shivaling-am slung on a thread" ()93R; 
pp. 55-56). 

Hazra on the authority of Elwin, mentions 
that '"accoTding to )941 census, the tmal num
ber of DorIa in Bastar was 14,605." (l959,25). 

In the present census 21,384 persons have 
been returned as DorIa (10,632 males; 10,752 
females) and all these except 2 (1 male and I 
female) have been returned from B-astar dis
trict. It is difficult to make any comparison of 
these figures with. preceding censuses, because 
of the confusions of identity, as indicated above. 
The number of persons returning themselves as 
DorIa, Gond, Koya, Maria and Muria in 1931. 
1941 and 1961 censuses in Bastar district are 
however given here. If not the demographic 
change, these will provide the insight about the 
persistences and the shifts in the ideas of social 
identity of the different groups of population-

Sl. Na.me by whioh 1991 1941 ]961 
No. returned 

1 DorIa. 14,605 21,384 
2 Gond 24,407 16,620 7.21.124 ' 

(This in cluclaE! 
an these five 

:I :Koye. 
tribes). 

9,988 
4 Haria 1,46,070 1,20,110 
1'1 :Hurls . 1,24,993 2,19,654 



According to_ the 1961 census, the Dorlas con
stitute only 0.32 per cent of the total tribal 
population of the State and their percentage to 
the total tribal population of Bastar district is 
2.53 per cent. To the general population of the 
State they bear a very negligible proportion only 
0.07 per cent. 

III. Physical Charactel1istics 

Published literature on the tribe do not shed 
much light on the physical characteristics of the 
tril>e. 1'0 connection with the present study 
somatoscopic observations were made in respet:t 
of 23 adult male Dorlas in Konta and Bijapur 
tehsil of Bastar District. It is found that the 
height vertex ranges from 157 ems. to 174 ems. 
with a mean of 166.6 ems. Most of them have 
brown skin colour on their face (18 persons) and 
only a few individuals (5 persons) have choco
late skin colour. The hair form is mostly medium 
wavy (18 persons) though 3 individuals have 
low wavy and 2 individuals have deep wavy 
hair form. The root depression of the nose is 
mostly medium (22 individuals); there is only 
1 individual having shallow root depression. 
The alae is nornial in most of the cases (20 per
sons) but flared in case of a few individuals (3 
persons). The eyeslits are straight in all cases 
except in one case where it is oblique. Faces are 
mostly oval to round (13 oval and 10 round). 
The chin is medium in most of the cas~s (20 
medium and 3 receding). The lips are mostly 
thin to rp.edium type but not thick (4 thin and 
19 medium). Cheek is medium in all cases. 
Prognathism is absent in 7 cases, slight in 10 
cases and medium in 6 cases. 

Rakshit (1960,60) gives the following Statisti
cal Constants of direct measurements and Indices 
of Dorlas while comparing the anthropometry 
of the Darla and Dhurwa of Bastar. 

Statistical Constants of Direct Measurements 
Mean and S.D. 

Dorla adult male series 
Darla N. 100 

Serial Character ,- ---., 
No. Mean ~.J~. 

1 Stature 1600'15 49'703 
2 Sitting Height 817'14 27'992 
3 Head Length 181'{)9 5'977 
4 Head Breadth 138'25 4'242 
IS Auricular HeiJ;!ht US'55 5·166 
6 Min-Frontal Breadth 99'21 4'092 
7 BizygQmatic Breadth 130'39 4'860 
8 Biogonial Breadth 96-53 5'458 
9 Inter·orbital Breadth 31'16 2'008 

10 Orbito.nasal Breadth 98'U 3'807 
11 Orbito-DB9al Arc . 107'52 4'586 
12 N 809801 Length 44·42 3·063 
13 Nasal Breadth 39'17 2'5i4 
14 Nasal depth . 19'22 2'388 
Iti Upper Faoial Length 59'99 4'339 
16 Total Facial Length 104·79 5·267 
17 Horz. Head Ciroumference 516·64 13·319 
18 Segittal Aro 329'29 12'362 
19 TrlloIlllvers Are 326·23 10'839 

Serial 
No. 

indices 
Mean Values 

Doria adult male series 

Indices 

1 Cephalic Index LxB . . 
2 Length-Height Index (Head) 
3 Breadth-Height Index (Head) 
4, Nasal Index _ . 
5 Nasal Elevation Index . 
6 Orbito Nasal Index • • 
7 Transverse Fronto.Parietal Index 
8 UpperfaciaJ Index 
9 Total Facial Index _ . 

10 Transvers Cephalo.Facial Index 
11 Vertico.Cephalo-Facial Index 
12 Zygomatico.Frontal Index . 
13 Zygomatico·Mandibular Index 
14 Stature· Sitting Ht. Index 

Doria 
N.IOO 

76'42 
62·74 
82'18 
88'53 
49'22 

109'61 
71'79 
46'04 
80'45 
94'36 
92'43 
76'14 
74'07 
51'07 

Negi (1962. 84-86) has reported the presence 
of Sickle-Cell trait among the Dorlas of Bastar. 
He has tested 200 Dodas out of whom 26 per
!SOns were affected with Sickle Cells. The mim
ber of Sickle. Cells he found in them was 0.130 
and the standard error 0.04. 

IV. Family. Clan. Kinship and other Analogous 
Divi.sions 

. Simple family is the norm among the Dorlas. 
Soon after marriage the husband erects a sepa
rate hut for himself and his wife with the help 
of his c~ose kins. But Jiving separately does not 
necessarIly mean, severance of all economic ties 
with the husband's natal family. In faCt he con· 
tinues to work along with other members of the 
family in the fields and share the crops and 
other produce. The tribe is pater oriented and 
though generally the households are nco-local, 
they are patn-vicinal. Only rarely, the marriages 
are uxorilocal. There are generally cases of 
marriage by adoption. where a man without a 
~on req_uires his son-in-law to stay with him and 
help him in his agricultural activities. 

Sons ~nherit the property after the death' of 
their father. The eldest son gets a slightly larger 
share of the property including the family-gods 
and other sacred objects kept by the father. 
Where a man has two or more wives, he builds 
a separate house for each of them. In case of the 
parents becoming too old, infirm or disabled, 
it is the duty of all the sons to support them. 

Sub-div.isiODS 

The Dodas of Bastar am be broadly divided 
into three territorial divisions i.e. Dorlas of 
Konta tehsil, Dodas of Bhopal patanam tract and 
Dorlas of northem areas of Bijapur and Kutru 
tracts. Because of the fact that these territorial 



groups are separated from one another in great 
distance. the marriages of the Dorlas generally 
take place within their respective territorial 
group&. But iIi recent times due to the expansion 
of communication facilities in the area. inter
marriages among the DorIa of different terri
torial groups are becoming more common. 

The Dorlas are divided into a number of 
exogamous clans; there are also a number of 
dlediary organisations. phratries. formed ~y 
grouping of a number of clans. The phr.atrl~s 
are also exogamous. There are five phratnes m 
Bijapur area. These are as follo~s. after the 
number of Gods that they worshIp; Mundum 
Peen (three god division) Nalum ~e~':l (four god 
division). Aium Peen (five god dIVIsion). Arum 
Peen (~x god division) and Yedu Peen (seven 
god division). In Bhopal patanam tract also 
identical phrau y divisions are found. !~ .Kon~a 
tehsil. the word used for phratry dIvIsion. IS 
Gatta, in place of Peen. There are bve 
Gatlas in that area. They are as follows: 
parendgatta (two gatta), Mudugatta (three gatta) 
Aidu gatta (five gatta), Arogatta or Param~l 
(six gatta) and Yedu gatta (seven gatta). Here It 
may be mentioned. that in Telugu. 'Rendu' 
(Parendgatta) means two. 'Mudu' means three. 
'Nalugu' means four. 'Aidu' means five. 'Arro' 
means six and 'Yedu' means seven. 

Though Peen organisation of Bijapur. ~nd 
Bhopal patanam tract and Gatta orgaDlsatlO~ 
of Konta tehsil are analogous to one a~othe~. It 
is not possible to say whether ~ey are identical 
in nature. According to Hussam ,(1946) •. t~e 
word Peen means God in Dorli dIalect. Slmt
larly th'e word Gatta means God ~mon& K~yas 
of Andhra. But during the field mvesugatlons 
carried out by the census organisatd~n •. in the 
village Mattewada. ofj Warangal dIstrict of 
AndhJ'a Pradesh, it was found that Gatta was 
considered to be a distortion of one word 
gotra. The field investigation in. Bastar . also 
indicated the existence of a conceptJ1onal dlCho
tomy. Here it is to be noted tha~ the Gonds and 
the Marias of the northern reglOn also have 
Peen division. The Dorlas of Bijapur, .Kutru 
and Bhopal patanam tracts wh~ are more In .con· 
tact with the Gonds and Manas, do not vIsua
lise that their Peen divisions are ~omol~ous 
to the gotra divisions of the non-tribal lImdu 
nei bbours; on tbe other hand. the. DorIas of 
Ko~ta tehsil, have no di:lJ:iculty to discern such 
a homol<>.ln'. It is not unlIkely that ~ process of 
double syncretism has taken place In case of 
Gatta division. At the first .stage tl~e t.erm has 
been superimposed on Peen orgamsatlo~, as a 
part of the process of social vicination WIth the 
Hindu neighbours; at the second stage the 
meaning, identical with that of ~een. bas been 
imputed to tbe term. so as to mamtam the old 
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unity with the. rest of the Dorlas, The present 
analysis ishowever only an exercise to trac~ the 
logistic of the organisation. Before arriving at 
any conclusion, deeper analysis with the support 
of empirical data is necessary. 

The Peen divisions and some of their 
exogamous septs found in Bijapur area are as 
follows:-

1. Munqum Peen (three god phratry): This 
is divided into a number of exogamous totemic 
septs like Cherla, Chapa, Chidem and Madkarn 
etc. All these septs conSiider tortoise as their 
totem. All the members belonging to this phratry 
are considered as brothers and sisters to one an
other. 

2. Nalum 'Peen (four god phratry): Members 
of Yalam. Tati, Kaditi, Telam etc., septs con
sider themselves to belong to the four God 
phratry. Except Telam, others consider iguna 
(Goie). an animal as their totem. Telam sept 
members consider crocodile as their totem. 

3. Aium Peen (five god Phratry): This is 
also divided into a number of ex~amous tote
mic septs. like Anganapalli. Sway3.m, Kurusam 
etc. Members of AnganapaUi and Kurusam 
septs consid'er cobra as their totem and do not 
touch or eat it. It is believed that killing of a 
snake by members of these septs would invite 
divine displeasure. The Swayam sept has black. 
sparrow as its totem. 

4. Arro Peen (six god phratry): This is divid
ed into a number of exogamous septs, like Erma, 
Durva, Paddam. Koram. etc. Erma sept is believ
ed to have originated from squirrel. which is 
the totein of that sept. The totems of other divi
sions are not known. 

5. Yedu Peen (seven god phratry): This 
phratry is again sub--divided into a number of 
exogamous totemic septs; like Pulsi. Madvi, 
Punam. Batsi etc. Pulsi and Madvi septs have 
porcupine (oiee) -as their totem. the totems of 
Punam and Batsi are not· known. 

The Gatta divisions found in Konta tehsil 
are also divided into a number of exogamous 
septs. Some of these septs found in Konta area 
are as follows:-

1. Parcndgatta (Two-gatta): This is divided 
into a number of exogamous divisions such as 
Soyam, Madvi, Barishe, Semala# Kahati. Kangal, 
Tamu. Doddi, Pusam and Payam. 

2. Mudugatta (Three gatta): This is divided 
into a number of septs which are strictlyexoga
mous. Some of the septs found near Konta are. 
Madkam. Turram. Kurasmer, Boddir. Jaddir, 
Pesam. Tateer. Dochider etc. 



3. Aidugatta (five gatta): This is divided into 
exOgamous septs and some of these septs found 
near Konta are, Oder, Galer, Uika., Gujjar, 
IthQ!or, etc. 

4. Arogatta or Peramboi (six gatta): This is 
doivided into a number of exogamous sub-divi
sions like Kuram, Vetti, Salavan, Podiyam, 
Komaramu, Kattam and BirdQr etc, 

5. Yedu gatta (seven gatta): Though this divi. 
sion was not found in Ganganpalli village, 
where the field study was conducted, they are 
found in the adjacent parts of Bijapur and 
Konta Tehsil. It is divided into six to eight 
exogamous· septs, like Kovvasi. Vanjim, 
Muchhki, Padam, Luddam and Dudi, 

Tbe names of the god's worshipped by the 
septs of different phratries in Konta area are as 
follows:-

Phratry 

Parendgatta 

lIudogatta 

Aidugatta. 

Arogattaor 
Peramboi 

YedugBtta 

Sept 

Soyam 
Ma.dvi 
Barishe 
Sema.la 
Kahs.tf 
Kangal 
Pusam 
Madkam 
Turram 
Kur&amer 
Boddir 
Pesam 
Tater 
Doohider 
Oder 
Galer 
Uika 
Gujjor 
Ithalor 

Karma 
Kuram 
Vetti 
Salvam 
Podiyam 
Komaramu 
Kattam 
Budar 

Kovvasi 
Vanjam 
Muohhki 
Paldam 
Luddam 
Dudi 

Name of God or Velpa 

Gadikamu 
Andalakosu 
Andalakosu 
Nanga.bima 
Indala Gangu 
Indala Ganga . 
Dularaja 
EramaRaju 

_ Katural 
Indalagangu 
Chillllayaruvamaraj 
Chinnayaruvamaraj 
Katul 
Chinnayaruvamaraj 
Tulamuttu 
Tuldokiri 
Tolamuttu 
Tuldokiri 
Tulamottu 

Darelu 
Jalaainga Raju 
Adama Raju 
Gadigonda, Edidokiri 
Banga.ru Fapoa 
Pedara.mu 
Chinaramu 
Mayalmalli 

Sirisiram 
Do. 
Do. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 

The above list gives the different Gattas or 
phratries along with the septs under ~ach 
Gatta and the deities or Velpas worshipped by 
each sept. The Ve.zpa worshipped by the different 
lIIepts are in most cases different though in a few 
cases common Yelpa is worshipped. All the 
septs of the Yedugatta phratry worShip Suisi. 
ram. 

An attempt has been Diade to lihd out the 
common symbol of worship among the different 
septs of the same phratry. It has been observed 
that during rituals all the septs of the same 
phratry venerate the same number of cowdung 
cakes (pidaka), symbolising the number of 
gods in the phratry. Thus the septs belonging to 
Parendgatta keep and worship two cowdung 
cakes and so on in their rituals. 

The literal meaning of the different names of 
septs could not be ascertained nor it could be 
possible to find out the totems of each sept. It 
appears that most of these septs do not observe 
totemism. 

The kinship pattern of the Dorlas ,is identical 
wi th that of the Koyas. As in the Koyas, amon, 
Dorlas, the affinity with the agnatic relations IS 

stronger than the uterine relations. An excep
tion to this rule is found in the case of maternal 
uncle or Mava whose role is very much appre
oiated and thus recognised in the kinship struc
ture. The pattern of kinship among the DorIa 
is classificatory in nature. This can be illustrat
ed by the following kinship terminology:-

DorB 

Hava 

Poye 

English 

Mother's Brother and husband's 
father 

Mother'a Brother's Wife; wife'a 
mother. and Father's sister. 

ADde or Ande·mad 
Koiyad or Koddiyad or 

Sister's son and Bon-in-law, 
Sister's daughter and Daughter. 
in·law. Adimiyadu 

Chinava 

Chinaya.yya 

Yerond 

Rato 

Dado 

Kako 

Father's vounger brother's wife 
Ilnd Mother's Younger Sister. 

Father's younger brother and 
Mother'lI younger sister's 
Husband. 

Wife's younger Brother and 
Younger Sister's Husba.nd. 

Wife's Elder Brother a.nd Elder 
Sister's Husband. 

Father's Father (or Mother'. 
Father). • 

Mother's Mother (or Father'. 
Mother). 

Some of the other common kinship terms 
used by the tribe are as follows: -

Dorli 

Muttl 
Yavva 
Yayya 
Tammud 
Dada 
Yalad 
Yakka 
Mar 
May:vad 
Bab"l . 
Pep or Beraysl 
PodM 
Y&udacl 

Englillh 

Wife 
Mother 
Father 
Younger Brother 
Elder Brother 
Younger aister 
Elder Sister 
Son" Brother's son 
Da.ughter & Brother'lI daughter 
Fa.ther's Younger Brother 

_ Father's Elder Brother 
Wife's Elder sister 
Wife'. Younger Sister 



Common cules of avoidance and joking are 
obs(!rved by the Dorlas between certain relations. 
A person :i:nay avoid his younger brother's wife 
as well as his daughter-in-law and vice-versa. 
Thus they are not expected to joke with or 
even take the name of these persons who by 
custom observe avoidance. Privileged familiarity 
is not only permitted !:Jut encouraged betwcl,:n 
cross-cousins. The Cl'oss-cousins can. therefore, 
have joking relations among themselves. 

v. Dwelling, Dress, Food. Ornaments and other 
Material Objects 

Dodas are a well settled people and live in 
permanent villages. A village is established tak
Ing into account the availability of agricultural 
land. source of water supply and grazing fields. 
Normally. therefore, plain areas are chos'en and 
villages established near a water source like a 
river. stream or tank. A Dorla village may com
prise of a number of hamlets or par(l.fj spread 
over a large area, each one of which may some
times be a couple of miles away from the main 
village site.· Establishment of a para may not 
have any correlation with the dim organisation. 
Houses in this paras are constructed either 
lineally on the sides of foot paths or sprinkled 
without any particular pattern. 

DorIa villages· are generally uni-caste villages. 
However, some over-grown villages and .urbanis
ed' ones are found to be multi-caste. In Ganga
paIli, where this study was undertaken, a few 
houses of Maria, Kammara and Doli are also 
found. Even here, these communities live away 
from the main Dorla settlement, as the former 
are considered to be lower in social status. Some 
urbanised villages, particularly those found on 
the road side. besides other local tribes and 
castes, have immigrant Hindu castes particularly 
the trading communities. 

No fixed pattern is followed in the layout and 
plans of the houses. According to convenience 
the frontage is directed to. any di!ection. ~o 
partjculQr direction is conSidered ntually deSIr
able in facing a house. Generally; the b~uses of 
the village head..:man (Padda) and the prIest are 
located in the central part of the settlemc::nt. I,!-l 
mixed tribal villages, tribe-wise segregation ·IS 

discernible and in such villages. the DorIa houses 
are generally situated in a cluster. 

As is the general practice in the. whole. o_f 
Bastar, every village .h~s a than!l' gu_dl or chavldl
(a resting hut for VlSltOrs) which 1S COt;tstruct~d 
by the combined efforts of the whole Village. m 
the central ward of the settlement. An A thpa
haria is appointed by the villagers from among 
them to look after the visiting officials during 
their stay in the village. He is paid in kind by 
each household of the village during harvest. 
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Every village has a separate hut meant for t1ie 
village Goddess. Gamam.l who is worshipped at 
the time of festivals (Pandum). Besides this. 
there is a separate place for the deities worship-
pt:d by the tribe. ['his is called Deva gudi or 
l~lata gudi. Many DorIa villages have bamboo
gates erected at the entrance of the village. These 
gates are ~decked with fresh green mango 
leaves and Howers at the time of festivals. 

Selection of house site: The Dorlas consider 
Mondays and Saturdays as auspicious days for 
the selection of a house site. The site should not 
be· haunted by evil spirits and therefore. to en
sure this. on the tentatively selected site. on any 
of these days. th.e head ot the household, in con
:mltation with the priest Vadde, keeps three 
hand full of rise of Jowar Jonna mixed with 
turmeric powder and cover the same with a 
basket. These three heaps are supposed to repre
sent three important aspects of their life, viz.., 
the crops (Panta gutti). the life (Jeevaniki gutti) 
and hunting (Veta gutti). In the morning the 
heaps of grains are examined and if they are 
found undisturbed the site is considered to be 
devoid of spirits and therefore auspicious for 
habitation. Otherwise, the same test is repeated 
on alternative sites till a suitable one is finally 
chosen. 

House construction: The house pattern of 
the Dorla is more or less similar in all areas. 
Before constructing a new house, the building 
material such as timber and thatching grass 
called Inta gaddi are collected. After this is 
done, the priest is consulted who fixes a day for 
the sacrifice and worship to be made at the site. 
On the appointed day, a chicken is sacrificed 
on the site and its blood is sprinkled on th'e 
land. This is supposed to ward off any evil spirit 
that may Oe residing on the land. Mter this. 
the construction may commence on any day_ 

In case of thatched houses. foundation is not 
necessary. Posts are fixed lineally on the ground 
at small intervals. In between these thick posts, 
thin branches are fixed to fill up the space; 
Bamboos Or thin branches are then fastened 
horizontally to connett these posts. The roof is 
made in the usual manner by putting a thick 
central beam on the two central poles of the 
side walls and fixing bamboo or thin timber 
posts at right angles to it. The roofs are usually 
thatched with grass (Inta gaddi). In case of walls 
made of thatching material the same is often 
plastered with mud. The construction of rooms 
starts after the outer structure and the roof are 
completed. The partitions inside may be simply 
bamboo-mats or may be made of mud. General
ly. the house have only 2 doors called gumam 
one in the front and the other in the rear. These 
consist of single shutters of bamboo wattle. A 
few houses. usually mud-walled houses of well
to-do' DOrlas, . have doors made of wood. These 



houses have a varandah in the &ont portion in 
addition to two or three rooms. In two roomed 
houses the front room is used for keeping house
hold goods and for sleeping and the rear room 
is used as kitchen. In case of 3 roomed houses 
the first two rooms are used as bed-room and 
store-room respectively and the rear room being 
used as kitchen. Rethatching and minor repain 
are effected. normally. once in two years. 

Baf'i or Vellum Medata (Kitchen garden) is a 
common feature in Bastar. Every house has a 
bari around the house with an improvised 
bamboo gate in front. Here vegetables like 
brinjal. lady's finger. chillies, gourds etc. are 
cuI tivated. 

Most of the households have their cattle pan 
(Goddu Doddi) in their fields. it is an unroofed 
structure constructed with bamboo and wooden 
poles. Goats are generally kept in the varandah 
of the house Or in an elewted out-house made 
of wooden poles with wattle bamboo slides and 
thatched roof. Th.e goats are led up to the room 
through a wooden ladder which can be lowered 
after use. Pigs are sheltered in Pandikottam 
(pig stay) located close to the dwelling houses. 

Dress: The DorIa, men and women dress 
scantly. The usual dress of the men is a langoti. 
Towels or pieces of clotb are used as langotis 
which cover the private parts. Dhoties, shirts 
and baniyans are also used by the m'en folk in 
those areas where they live along with the plains 
people. Well to do Dorlas use Shirt (Kusam Of' 

angl) and dhot1i (paneha) occasionally. when 
they go to a'll urban place for marketing or for 
other purposes. The women wear, Batta, a piece 
of doth wrapPed around the loins and cover 
their bosom with another piece of cloth by slip
ping one end of. it under the right annpit and 
loopin(!' the other end round the left shoulder. 
Those few wbo wear sarees (Chira batta) cover 
their bosom with one part of it. To be baTe 
bosomed is not considered immodest among 
Dorlas. This is evident from the fact that in the 
village many women go half naked witb only a 
loin cloth wrapPed around their waist. The 
dress that tbe bride and bride,,-oom put on dur
ing man·iajl'e differs from one area to anotber. 
Tn the Biiapur area the dress of the couple con
sists of simple white clothes. In Bhopal patanam 
and Konta area..'1 the bridegroom wears a tur
meric coloured dhoti (Pancha), a shirt (Anf!i) 
and a wMte tUTban (Talaf:ta.f!n). The bride too 
wears a turmeric coloured Sari (Chi,.a barta) 
:'Ind a blouse (Raika). Nothing sp'ecial in the 
dress of the priest and other office bearers is 
observed. 

Ornaments 
Th.e ornaments uSl.laUv worn by Dor-Ias. both 

male and female of Bhopal patanam and Biin-
PIlT area are as follows: 

-"'"Lr.r(D)3Rn:£nt{;o. f 9 
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Men-

1. Kacliyom--It is a thick silver armlet. 
2. Bali Pogu (Chevi pogu)-This is an ear

ring made of gold or sUver worn in the upper 
cartilage, usually of the right ear. 

Women--
1. Mukku Pogu: (Mukkupudaktz)-It is a 

gold nose-ring worn in the right alae of the 
nose. 

2. Kadem-It is a th·ick silver wrist-let. 
3. Kante-This is a solid silver .ornament 

worn on the neck. 
4. Dddelam or Vaddanam-This is a silver 

waist band. 
5. Kalku. Billa (Toda)-This is a silver or 

aluminium anklet. 
6. Adulamei toda gundaka-It is a glass bead 

neck.·lace with 01" without gold beads. 

The ornaments usually worn by Dorlas of 
Konta area are slightly different from those of 
the Bijapur and Bhopal patnam area. 

I. Besari-It is a nose-ring worn in the right 
alae of the nose. 

2. Karna Punga: (Ear tops)--These are ~r 
tops studded with cheap agate stones. 

~. Gajulu-These aTe glass bangle&. 
4. Patted--This is golden or silver necklace; 
5. Molated--This is a. silver waist-band. 
6. Bedi-This is a silver or aluminium anklet. 

All the names of these ornaments are found 
to be Telugu in origin. 

Personal decoration: The Dorla men shave a 
part of their heads in front. keeping a tress of 
hair at the back. This lock. ,is dressed with 
wooden combs and tied to a knot. Male children 
also. similarlv shave their head and tie the hair 
into knots. However in some areas now-a-days 
like Konda. due to' urban influence. the boys 
crop their hair. The girls devote much atten
tion to their hair. The hair is anointed with 
mahua seed oil and tied into a knot at the 
back. 

Tattooing (Bemdabottu) is not very much 
common. Ones own name or designs of orna
ments are usually got tattooed bv some males 
and females on their anns. Males and females 
belonging to the Komiu caste from Andhra 
Pradesh used to come to Bastar tn batches and 
do tattoo!n!!,. The Dorlas do not attacb any 
!!pecial si~ificance t? tattooing; It is done onl,.. 
they say, for decoratIve purpose. . 

Food 
Jo:war (Holeus Sorgam) and 'Rice (Orym 

Sativa) constitute the staple food of Dodas bMn~ 
tht:!' main cereal!! they produce. AC('OnUn~ to tb~ 



availability of these cereals their food habits 
vary. Paddy is harvested in the mDnths Df Octo
ber and November.· They consume rice till the 
Jowar crDPS are harvested in the months of De
cember-February, then onwards they consume 
Jowar. Dorlas are very fond of Toddy and it is 
reported, that in the toddy season most of the 
people live on it. including women and children. 
TQddy season starts from December and it lasts 
up to April. Mahua flDwer,' Dr IP.pap1.tvvu, 
(Bassia latifolia) which is also available abun
dantly in the months of February-April, is used 
as food by the DorIas. They dry the flower and 
cOnsume it in lean months. Among pulses dal 
(Red-gram) is commonly used. The common 
cooking medium is the oil extracted from Mahua 
seeds. Spices are not in com.m.on use but tama
rind, which is available locally in large quanti
ties, is very commonly used with pulses and 
vegetables. The tribe is non-vegetarIan in their 
habits and the animals and birds relished by 
them are the domesticated. goats. pigs. and 
fowls; and wild animals like rabbit, deer, wild 
bear, sambhar, jungle fowl, green pigeon. grey 
pigeon. cranes and doves. The Doria have no 
inhibition tQ beef which they freely eat. But a 
few households, hDwever. have reported that 
they stopped taking it since long. It is reported 
that those who abstain from taking beef are 
more Hinduised. Majority of the people take 
meal twice a day, but as a breakfast they take 
Jowar gruel or the food left over in the pre
vious night. 

Drltnks 

.. The DorIa are very fond of rice beer (Sara), 
toddy (GaUu OT Kallu) and Mahua liquor. Dur· 
ing the period from November to' April they get 
considerable quantities of toddy and in this 
season the poorer Dorlas live on toddy alone. 
Most of the families own some Palmyra palm 
(Borassua /labellifoT) (Toddy-Palm) trees in the 
. village. The toddy is collected 3 times a day, 
before sun rise. at noon and in the evening. 
MahtUl liquor is brewed bv them from Mahua 
flowerS. In the months Df February, March and 
Apn"l. Mahua, Bower is available ahundantly. 
They collect the flowers and dry them for four 
or five days. The dried flowers are then fennent
ed in a pot for 6 days. It is, now, distilled ::md 
consumed. They relish it more than any other 
liquor as it is more intoxicating. 

$11loking 

Smoking and chewing of tobacco is very much 
prevalent among Dorlas, irrespective of sex and 
age: Women and children smoke and chew 
tobacco as frequent as the men. In this connec
tion Hazra mentions: "During the months of 
M .. rch-A.pril, when villagers are mor,e or. less 
free qom agricultural labour, they, tn batches 
go to Andhm' for procurement of tobacco from 
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?;lel~ir~~&~~~~.,~~~. ~. ~~~~~~.~~.~~~~ 
They thus take great pains in travelling dis
tances of about 50 to 60 miles. sometimes even 
more, for procuring tobacco which wiJJ last them 
for a whole year" (1959. 77). 

It is a common scene on the Jagdalpur-Konta 
road, in the months of March-April. batches of 
Dorlas, Marias and other ttibal groups bringing 
tobacco from the bordering Andhra area. 

Equipments connected with economic pursuits 

Being primarily an agricultural community. 
most of their equipments are related to cultiva
tion. The following are some of the common 
agricultural implements used by the Dodas. 

l. Naguel or NagtN.i (Plough)-This is a 
simple wooden plough, usually made of a kind 
of wood called Chandra Karra. It contains a base 
called Nagali Mol.'u with an iron shear (Karru) 
and a long handk (MedJi) to which is vertically 
attached a wooden beam (Edigarra). The Beam 
is a slanting wooden rod connecting the base 
(Nag(J)li Moltu) and the yoke. The yoke (Kadi) 
is a cylindrical piece of wood. approximately 4l 
feet long and is placed on the neck of the buI: 
locks while ploughing. The yoke is tied with 
the plough by a strong rope. 

2. Bandi (Cart)-It is the same two wheeled 
wooden bullock cart seen in the plains. 

3. Gom Muddu OT Moddu (Leve~leT)-This 
'T' shaped implement is made of wood and is 
used in levelling the ploughed fields e.nd to 
puddle the earth after ploughing. There is an
other variety of leveller called Kora bal'la which 
operates like a miniature earth moving machine. 
The levellers are driven by bullocks. 

4. Pan4!a /ombu (Han-ow)-This is the 
harrow known as Dantan in Chhattisgarh . 

5. Rampam (Saw)-It is a cutting tool with a 
thin flat blade having a line of teeth along its 
edge. The saw is manipulated by holding the 
handle. 

6. Kattad (Sickle)-It is! an iron implement 
curved in half-moon shape and is useful for cut· 
ting the crop and· grass. 

Goddal (Axe)-It is an iron implement witll 
a sharp edge and a hole at the butt end for in 
serting the wooden handle. It is used for cuttin, 
trees. Another tytle of axe Qsed by the DorIa i 
known as Parasu. The parasu is lighter and th 
hlade is thinner. 

Hunting and fishing is a subsidiary occupG 
tion for the Dorlas which they follow in th~ 
lei"sure time. Some of the common implemen 
used by them in hunting are ViTlu (bow). Lodi 



(arrow), Gork;a (spear) and Mitta (arrow with 
wooden head). But for the arrow head and spear 
the other implements are made by themselves. 

Mitta is a special type of arrow with a wooden 
head used for shooting birds. This type of arrow 
is common among all the tribes of Bastar. Lodda 
is an ordinary type of arrow used for slaying ani
mals. 

. For fi~ing they use nets and traps. Addaguda 
IS a comcal fish trap made out of split bamboo 
pieces. This is used to trap fish in shallow waters. 
Sanguda is the common fishing net which . is 
made use of in running deep water. Ettuvala is 
a special type of fishing net fixed on a wooden 
square frame and is operated by four persons. 

A very common article used not only by the 
Doria. but also by other tribal communities of 
the region, is the Buraka. It is a bottle-gourd, 
used as a bottle to carry water or toddy when 
they are on a journey. Very few people move far 
from their homes wuhout a BUTaka3 filled with 
water or toddy. 

VI. EnviroWl!ental Sanitarion" Hygienic Habits, 
DISeases and Treatment 

Doria dweJlings have been found to be nOT
mally very unclean. However. the extent of en
vironmental sanitation found in Dorla villages 
are not very much different from the local pat
tern. Normal facilities of sanitation are not dis
cernible in these villages. Except a few houses 
belonging to well-to-do Dorlas. the houses are 
not properly ventilated. As mentioned else
where, goats and pigs are often sheltered either 
inside the house or very near to it. This make~ 
the atmosphere foul smelling and unhygienic. 
It has been observed that some of the Dorlas 
tether their cattle in front of their houses. 

As far as personal cleanliness is concerned the 
Dodas. though better when compared to their 
immediate neighbours, the Marias, they 1ack in 
hygienic habits. As a result of this, skin diseases 
like Yaws and itches are very common among 
these peo~le. Small pox and malaria are still 
common in this area. Efforts are being made bv 
the Government to control skin diseases and 
other common ailments by locating government 
dispensarles and health centres in the area. The 
Dorlas believe that small-pox is the result of 
heavenly displeasure. Therefore, they do not 
talee any medical treatment for smallpox. In
!>tead, the viUa~ deity is worshipped for its cure. 
Tn the efforts of the Government to eliminate 
dheasell like Malaria and smallpox, some of the 
lornl leadeI'll belongin~ to the tribe extend their· 
belp. One Soyam 10l!'3VVa an ~-M.L.A. of the 
M adbva Prad~s'h Vidhan Sa bha belonging to 
Dorla tn"be enooU'ra~ the people in the Konta 
area to attend the medical dispert911ry and avail 
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medical treatment. He has also been putting 
pressure on the government to open more and 
more dispensaries. 

Like many other forest tribes, the Dorlas be
lieve that spirits (Ammawaru) cause diseases if 
they are not properly propitiated periodically. 
They believe that Odde or Vodde (priests) and 
Mattinonlu (magician) can create Illness 
with the aid of malevolent spirits. In such cases 
the Oddc or Vodde is invited to perform neces
sary rituals and thereby remove the wrath of the 
malevolent spirits. The Yoddt: recite some 
mantras to drive away the evil spirits and often 
offers a fOWl or a goat or sometImes both, to 
appease the evil spirits. If he fails to effect cure, 
another Vodde of the neighbouring area may be 
summoned to handle the case and this process 
may continue till the patient is recovered. from 
the ailment. Along with the common worship 
and appeasement of spirits. the Dorlas also 
resort to indigenous herbs for curing minor 
ailments. There are a few Dorlas who are ex
perts in this art. Lately some of the literate and 
advanced families of the Dorlas have started 
visiting the government dispensaries to treat 
diseases. Even among tbem appeasing the spirits 
is not uncommon. 

VII. Language and Literacy 

The dialect spoken by the Dorlas is . named 
after the tribe. Dorli has not been found men
tioned in Grierson's Linguistic Survey of India. 
In the 1961 Census, Dorli has been tentatively 
classified in the newly constituted group "Cen
tral Dravadian" under the main speech "Gondi" 
(census of India. 196], Distrkt Census Hand
book. Bastar District; Madhya Pradesh, P. I). 
The Dorli dialect appears W be a mixture r:A 
Gondi and Telugu languages. but nothing can 
be said about it until a proper survey is carried 
out. It has been reported by some of the in
formants that the ancestral language of the 
Dorlas is Koya Basa (Koya Bhasha). It may be 
mentioned here that the Dorlas of both Konta 
and Bijapur tahsils easily follow Telugu and 
also the Koya Bhasha spoken by the Kova tribe 
of A ndhra Pradesh. They also can understand 
the dialect of the Gottiwar or the Bison-hom
Marias of the north whose. dialect the Koyas of 
Andhra Pradesh cannot follow. 

In this context, though not directly applicable 
to Dorlas, the references made by 'Rev. John 
Cain and Hemmingway about the Koi language 
are worth mentioninlf. John Cain reports "In 
these parts the Kois use a great many Telugu 
words and cannot alwavs clearly understand the 
Kois 'who come from -the plateau in Bastar" 

,(18'79, 35). Cain further states. "its connection 
with the Gond is very apparent, and also the in
fluence of its neigbbour Telngu. Thill latter will 



account for many of the irregularities which 
would probably disappear in the language 
spoken by the Kois living farther away from. the 
Telugu country" (1881. 259). Hemming-sway, 
(1907, 60) makes analogies of the Koi language 
with Tamil and Telugu and states "their langu
age called Koya is Dravidian and bears analo
gies to Tamil and Telugu. Most of the men, 
however, can speak Telugu, though the women 
know little but their own vernacular." 

In the 1961 Census. 20,628 or 96.46% of the 
total population of the tribe (10,285 males and 
10,343 females) have been returned as speaking 
Dorli dialect. Gondi has been returned as 
mother tongue by 364 persons (254 males and 
llO females) or 1.70% while 138 persons (71 
males and 67 females) or 0.65% have returned 
Halbi as their mother tongue. As many as 50 per
sons (21 males and 29 females) Or 0.23% have 
returned Telugu as their language. Only 2 per
sons (I male and I fem-a.le) and only 2 females 
returned Hindi and Bhattri as their languages 
respectively. Quite a number of the Dorlas have 
been returned as bilinguals, speaking Miragani. 
Muria. Oriva and Urdu accounting for 4.649 per
sons Or 22.21 % of the total population. 

In the 1951 Census, though Bijapur tahsil of 
Bastar district contained sizeable population of 
Dorlas, not a single one was returned as speak
ing Dorli as their mother tongue. It may be that 
they have been returned under Telue:u speakers. 
However, the total number of Dorli speakers 
returned. in 1951 Census was 9.278 (4,769 males 
and 4,509 females) and these were mO!ltlv return
ed from Konta tahsil of Bastar district; Konda
gaon tehsil. 33 males and 21 females; Dante
wara tahsil. 684 males and 7M females and 
Kanta tahsil 452 males and 327 female~. 

It has been reported. that during 1961 Census, 
there was a demand from some sections of the 
Dorli population of Biiapur tahsil to. return 
their mother tongue as Telugu. The Census enu
merators had, on the other hand special direc
tions to record DorH as Dorli only and not as 
Telugu. 

Literacy 

No comparative data is available to indicate 
the progress made by the Dorla population with 
regard to literacy in recent decades. Tn 1961 
Census, 637 persons (570 males and 67 females) 
or 2.98% of the tribe have been returned as 
literates. Among the literates. 489 persons (429 
males and 60 females) have been returned as 
literates without any educational standard while 
147 persons (140 males and 7 females) have been 
returned as primary or junior basic trained an~ 
only one person (male) has been shown as matrt
culate and above. This shows that the literacy 
ilmOll~ the females in the tn"be. when compared 
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to the males, is very low. However, this is com
parable with the data available from among 
other tribes of the region. 

When the literacy rate of the Dorlas is com
pax:ed to the average literacy rate of the State, 
which is ]7.13%, they stand at a very low level 
of literacy (2.98%). It has also been observed 
that some other tribes in the area, namely Halba 
and Bhatra are comparatively better. their lite
racy rates being 14.25% and 4.61% respectively. 
Whatever literacy has been achieved by this tribe 
(Dorla) appears to have been gained during re
cent years as 0-14 age-group shows a larger per_ 
centage of literacy. On the other hand when 
compared to the Marias or Gottiwars of the same 
area. the Dorla stand in a better position. As 
separate figures are not available, the compari
son cannot he made in absolute terms. If we 
consider the scheduled tribes as a whole for the 
state, their litera,·y rate (5.09%) is much better 
than that of the Dorlas. 

VIII. Economic Life 

The economic activities of Dorlas, by and 
large, centre round agriculture. Gathering of 
minor forest produce like bamboo, fire wood, 
thatching grass, adda leaves. edible fruit~, roots, 
mushrooms, honey hahua flowers and seeds etc., 
form a subsidiary source of income for them. 
These minor forest produce are used either for 
consumption or for sale. 

The Dorla are mainly settled cultivators and 
they invariably use plough. They raise crops like 
Jowar or jonna (Holcus Sorghum). paddy. soma 
(Penicumfru-mentaC>eum) and ragi (Elousine 
corocana) , red gram or kandi (Dolichos lablab) 
etc. Jowar is the main crop raised by them and 
therefore it is the staple food for the tribe. Rice 
too form a major food. 

The wealth of the Dorla is gauged by the 
number of cattle they own. Many of them in
vest a lot of money in livestock though nonnally 
the. cattle are not very much in need EoI' agricul
tural operations. The Dorla of Bijapur area 
possess Jess number of cattle when compared to 
their counterparts in the Kt>nta area. Besides. 
cattle (cows. bullocks and buffaloes) they also 
rear sheep, goats, pigs, fowls and ducks. These 
are mainly meant for domestic consumption. Till 
recently cows and she-buffaloes were seldom 
milked as they believe that it is wrong to deprive 
the calves of their mother's milk. This belief is 
widely prevalent among the tribes of Bastar. 
Now. however, mainly due to the pla.ins' inBu
ence they mille the cattle and prepare milk pro
ducts like ghee, curd. butter etc. The ghee thus 
made is sold to businessmen. mostly the K.omati 
and Naidu castes of Andhra Pradesh who are 
settled in their vicinity. The nearabout jungles 



and grazing fields provide enough fodder fOr the 
cattle. Grazing faCllities are also available in the 
unreserved forest areas neighbouring their 
dwellings. 

The forest around them contain valuable 
timber trees like Teak (7'ectoma grandis), :ram,-,:
rind (Tamarindus Indica), Mahua (Bas!J·ta lat,l
folia) Tendu (Diospyros me!ano:v:ylon) and . a 
variety of fruit bearing trees. It also abound III 

wild life such as wild buffalo (Bos bubalus) 
Bison (Bas gaurus), deer, bear, panther and 
forest cats. Besides these, numerous species of 
birds abode in these forests. As per the forest 
rules, the Dorlas are permitted to make use of 
the timber in the forest areas for the construc
tion of houses as well as for the preparation of 
agricultural implements. They may al50, as men
tioned earlier, collect minor forest produce for 
their own <.unsumption or for sale in the market. 
They may al50 sell these forest produce to the 
traders who visit their locality occasionally. 

Occupational details 

It is reported that the traditional occupation 
of the Dorlas has been agriculture either settled 
or shifting cultivation. The information collected 
during this Census (1961) indicates that majority 
of the DorIas pursue agrlculture as their pnmary 
occupation, The worker-non-worker ratio of .the 
tribe is 59.88: 40.12, thus indicating comparative
Iv high participation rate when compared to the 
s~me for the State which is 52.30. If the non
workers are excluded, 93.18% of the workers are 
engaged in the agricultural sector (cultiv~ti?n 
64.85%, agricultural labourer 28.33%). ThlS 10-
formation also shows that quite a good number 
of them possess land and cultivate themselves. 
It cannot be said without further probe whether 
all the 64.85% returned as cultivators, do really 
possess agricultural Jand or not. However, when 
corroborated with their family budget, it ap
pears that the tribe is fairly well off. 

After agriculture comes collecting of forest 
produce and hunting in which 2.83% or 362 per
sons are engaged. In this occupation the partici
pation rate of females, 242 persons, is more than 
that of the males (120 persons). It appears that 
the figures of those who work in the forest like 
felling of trees, construction of roads etc. have 
probably been included under this category. 
Under household industry, 134 persons (36 males 
and 98 females) or 1.05% have been returned 
as their primary occupation. The information 
gathered from the field, does not however, indi
cate the actual household industries practised 
by them. In the Bijapur area, however, it has 
been noticed that women are engaged in basketry 
weaving, mat making, and rope making; while 
some men are engaged in carpentry and making 
of fishing nets and traps. It is reported that these 
are mainly for their own use. It is quite possible, 
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and grazing fields provide enough fodder for the 
household industries as their main occupation 
may belong to the artisan section of the Dorla, 
known as Kammara who practise blacksmithy. 

The other occupations in which they are en
gaged are manufacturing other than household 
industries under which 4 persons or .03% are 
returned while 81 persons or .68% are returned. 
under construction work. 'Those working on 
road construction and repairs appears to have 
been shown under this category. Only 14 per
sons Or .11 % are returned under trade and com
merce. Transport and communication. and other 
services account for 16 persons Or .11 % and 257 
persons or 2.01 % respectively. The other 'services 
include a few of them now engaged in Govern
ment services and services in local bodies as 
teachers, peons and patwaris. The non.workers 
among the tribe account for 8.580 persons or 
40.12%. 

The industrial classification of the DorIa as 
per the 1961 Census is given below:-

Table showing Industrial Classification of 
Workers among Darla 

Serial Name of the occupation 
No. 

1 eulth'stors 
2 Agrioultural Labourers 
3 lIIiniug, Collection of forest 

Produoe, Hunting 
4 Household Industry 
/) Manufacturing other than 

hou8('hold industry 
6 Construction 
7 TraUe and Commerce 
S Transport and Communications 
9 Other Services 

Total 

Census 
r----..... --, 

Males Females 

~,299 4,004 
1,856 1,771 

120 242 
36 98 

2 2 
41 46 

8 6 
8 8 

166 91 

6,536 6,268 

As already mentioned there is an ~utisan sec
tion among the Dorlas of Bijapur known as 
Kammara whose main occupation is blacksmithy. 
The Kammara repair -and sharpen agricultural 
implements. like plough. sickle. knives, axes, 
hooks. door bolts. bullock cart wheels. arrow 
head&, plough-share etc. They are paid either in 
kind or in cash depending upon the nature of 
.job accomplished. They serve not only the DorIa 
agriculturlsts but also the other Qgricultural 
castes in the village. 

Some sort of patron client relationship exists 
between the Kammara and the rest of the village 
folk .. The Kammaras are paid 20 seers of paddy 
or mlllets per plough per season. Besides, 2 seers 
of r:_ice on each festive occasion is also given by 
their patrons. . 



The Kammara of the Konta area ill'e consider
ed as. a separate community by the Dorlas of the 
locaht.y. lkaldes. the Kammara. the other two 
~rsons in. Dorla, villages who shill'e the crop 
WIth the vdla,ge folk are Al.pallaTia and tlle 
Kotwal. The former h~ to look. aiter the visiLQ1S 
to the village while Lhe lalter heles the head
man. 

The labourers among the Dodas may (;omc 
under either daily wage earners or annual wage 
earners. "I 'he bulk. of the labourers fall in tb.(; 
first cat~ory. in ~hich they are either paid in 
cash or m k.1ud, 1n the forw of foodgra1m. In 
the latter case. the servant and the master ente1' 
into a contract under which it iii stipulated that 
the servant should work fOl' the whole yeal' for 
the master and be would be paid in kind or 
occasionally in cash as per terms and conditions 
01 the contract. There may be provision in the 
contract in which it is also stipulated whether 
the servant should have his meal at his own place 
or with the master. The amount may also vary 
according to the provisions of this clause. 

Agricultural Practice 

In spite of the impact of modern techniques 
in agriculture. the Dorlas continue to follow 
their own traditional methods of agriculture. 
Immediately after the first shower. generally in 
the month of June. the fields are ploughed twi~e 
or thrice according to the nature of the solI. 
After having prepared the field, they broad(a~t 
the seeds. Transplantation of paddy. though IS 

known to them recently. is not resorted to by 
them. After sowing seeds, the Dorlas very seldom 
pay attenti~n to th,: fi~ld till the crop~ are ready 
for harvestmg. MajOrIty of them nellher weed 
the fidd nor put sufficient manure. A few of them 
prepare rnancha (a watch tower bU1lt on wooden 
poles) near the fields and stay in it in order to 
protect the cropl> from damage caused by birds 
and a.n.imiW. 

No strict division of labour on the basis of 
sex is followed by the tribe though ploughing 
and sowing form the main duty of the males. 
Harvesting is done jointly by the males and fe
males Or occasionally by the females only. 

Paddy b harvested towards the end of Decem
ber. After that till the end of Fe~ruary . ahort 
term crops like vegetables are culttvated In. the 
fields adjoining the banks of stre~s. Beslde~~ 
they may also cultivate veg~tables 10 the ba-m 
around their dwellings. Dunng August-Septem
ber pulses like green-grams. black gram, horse 
gra~ etc. are also cultivated. 

It is reported that they used to pra~tise sh~ft
ing cultivation (Podu) in the past 10 whIch 
Jowar and oilir.r small millets were cultivated, 
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~l. present none ?f ~em has been reported prac
usmg Podu cultlvatlOn as a soul'ce of income. 

No srst~ln of irrigation is followed by them. 
Th~ ram IS the only SOurce of water supply to 
agricultural fields. No special meLhods are adopt
ed for controlling insects. pests etc. 

Major porLion of their incoIne comes from 
agl'iculture. Next to agriculture is labour fol
lowed .by collection of forest produce. Some in
format1on collected regarding their expenditure 
p~ttern hll:s sho~n .that the most important item 
of expenditure 15 food. Next comes intoxicants 
Mahua liquor, toddy. followed by the expendi
t ure on cl.othes and tobacco for chewing. Agri
culture bemg the main source of livelihood, they 
Dlay also spend some amount on the maimenance 
of agricultural implements and cattle, 

A system of joint cultivation, locally known 
as Kumatam> is practised among the Dorlas of 
Konta -area. Under this system. both the land
less as well as the land-owning Dorlas join on a 
co-operative basis, The 'participant members put 
in equal labour includ1ng the females and each 
member is entitled to get a share of the crop 
produced in the land irrespective of whether he 
owned land or not. It is reported that this system 
is functioning very well in this area. 

Many of the Dodas are indebted. and the 
money thus borrowed is incurred in social cere
monies like marriage, funeral etc. Loans are 
either taken in kind, such as grain and occa
sionally cattle, Or very rarely in cash. No security 
is to be given for the loans taken but they gene
rally carry high rates of interest. In case of grain. 
double the principal amount is to be returned 
if the borrower is not in a position to repay the 
loan within a year. He may even do labour to 
sq uare up the principal amount provided it is 
agreed upon by the creditor. There are many 
instances where the creditor has employed the 
borrower in agriculture and other operations. 

Other Economic Pursuits 

Hunting or Veta is occasionally indulged in by 
the tribe for supplementing Or augmenting their 
economic resources. The Veta is mainly done 
during the summer months when they are free 
from the agricultural operations. Individuals, or 
occasionally groups, carry out hunting expedi
tions. The game which may consist of Ibex 
(Wild Goat) or Kond GOTTi, Sambhar or 
Kanusu, Tiger Or Puli, rabbit etc. may be shared 
equally by the participants of the Veta. 

Though in a small scale, fishing is done by 
the memhers of the DorIa community. The catch 
is only used for household consumption. 



IX. Life Cycle 

Birth 
Stoppage of· menstruation is considered as a 

sign of pregnancy. The expectant woman is 
neither given any special food nor any restric
tion imposed on her movements. However, she 
is not allowed to consume coconut pulp, meat 
of peacock and rabbit. They believe that the 
above said things, if consumed, would affect the 
child in the womb. No special rites or ceremo
nies are observed during the prenatal stage. 

The first delivery of a woman is expected to 
take place in the house of the husband. Subse
quent deliveries can be arranged either in hus
band's house or in her natal home. The expec
tant woman is kept confined in a separate room, 
wherever the same is available. Otherwise a 
temporary partition is constructed out of bamboo 
mats in the living room itself to provide room 
for the expectant woman to confine herself. 
When she complains of labour pain, an ex
perienced Dai, who normally belongs to their 
own community, is called in to attend to her. In 
complicated cases, however, the village Vodde 
is also called in. The delivery takes place on a 
mat spread for the purpose and attended by the 
Da.i. 

In some areas, particularly where government 
maternity homes arc available, as for example in 
Ganganpallai, the trained mid-wife attached to 
the maternity home attends ~elivery cases. 

After delivery the Dai, attending on the 
mother, severs the umbilical cord with a sharp 
edge of an arrow (Lodda) or a knife (M.ajja). 
The placenta is then burried in the backyard 
of the house. 

The mother and the new born haby are served 
with a mixture of turmeric and oil and given a 
warm water bath. The mother and the child are 
supposed to be under ritual pollution for a few 
days. In the Konta :'lrea, the ri.tua~ pollution 
period extends for eight days whlle In the other 
areas it is for five days. At the end of the pollu
tion period, a purificatory ceremony is hel~ 
when the mother and the child are given a PUrI

ficatory bath presided over by .the Vodda~ On 
this day the mother and the child are ~nomted 
with oil and tunneric paste and bathed II? war~l 
water. Usually, depending on the economiC poS!
tion of the family, a feast is arranged on thiS 
day in which all the kiths ~nd. kins, inclu~ing 
the head of the village, are IllVlted. The dIshes 
served on this occasion include, rice and mutton 
or pork curry. Soon after the purificatory cere
mony is over, the mother resumes her Donnal 
duties in the house. 

The male child is often preferred to a fem~e 
child. Barrenness is considered to be a Jnl5-

fortune. The enquiries revealed that the Dodas 
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do 110t have any idea about family planning 
methods. The child is supposed to be a boon 
bestowed by the almighty and hence they say. 
··we are none to say yes or no when a child is 
b~s~owed upon us by the God." Normally name 
glVlllg ceremony of the new born child is also 
performed along with the purification ceremony. 
At times, however, the name giving ceremony 
IUay be postponed till a child is two to three 
months old. Tonsure ceremony is performed 
when the child becomes two to three months 
old. On this day, the female relatives are invit
ed ·a.nd. depending upon the economic position, 
a feast is also held. 

Suckling of the child may continue for about 
two years. The child is often carried by the 
mother when she goes out in the fields. At home 
when the mother is busy in household duties, 
the child is either entrusted with the elder 
childl"en or may be put in a Vyyal (bamboo 
craddle) suspended inside the house. 

Puberty 

Like many other forest tribes. the Dorlas at
tach l~UC~ importance to the puberty ceremony 
uf theIr girls. 1n the .Bhopal Patnam area. a girl 
menstruating for the first time is confined for 11 
days while in the Konta area the same is done 
for 13 days. During this time nObody is allowed 
to see the defiled girl. Only elderly ladies are 
allowed to attend to the girl and during this 
period of segregation she is not given any bath. 
At the end of the segregation Q ritual purifica
tory bath is given, when her body is anointed 
with turmeric paste and oil. Mter the purifica
tory bath she becomes ritually pure and can 
attend to her normal duties. The clothes which 
she used during segregation period would be 
thrown away and new clothes put on. 

Except in the areas adjoining the Maria tract, 
the Darla do not have separate menstruation 
huts. However, menstruation huts are used in 
the ad joining areas of the Maria tribe in whkh 
the menstruating girls are segregated. 

Pre-marital sex relations are strongly con
demned among the Dorlas. However, if a girl 
becomes pregnant due to such relations. the per
r.on responsible for it is made to marry her even 
if he belongs to a lower caste Or a higher caste. 
Subsequently the defaulting woman is expelled 
f rom the tribe. In case the affair is with a per
son belonging to the tribe, the mistake on the 
part of the girl is condoned by the society after 
her father gives a feast to all the elders of the 
tribe. During investigations, however, no case of 
ex-communication due to such defaults, has 
come to the notice. 

Marriage 

The girl is considered eligible for marriage 
when she comes of age While a boy can marry 



after the moustaches sprout. However, adult 
marriage has been the norm in the tribe. Ex
ceptions to this rule have also been, however, re
ported. In a couple of cases. the boys have 
married in between 10 to 12 years while their 
spouses were of the 6 to 10 age-group. 

According to the information collected during 
the 1961 Census 54 males and 150 females (1.1% 
and 3% respectively in this age group) have 
been returned as married under the age group 
of 0-14. indicating the presence of child mar
riage in the Dorla society. The same source also 
tells that there are 2 males returned as widowed 
and one female as divorced or seearated in the 
same age group. Monogamy is the general rule 
in the tribe. A few cases of polygyny also, how
ever, have been reported. 

One cannot marry from the &ame clan. Cross
cousin marriages are preferred and sometimes 
adhered to provided girls and boys of the 
marriageable age are available. 

Various methods are adopted to acquire a 
spouse. Marriage by negotiation is the common 
practice. Instances of marriage by elopement 
have also, however, been reported. In this case 
when intimacy grows between a boy and a girl, 
they force their parents to approve of their 
marriage by running away into the forest and 
subsequently brought back. when formal marri
age ceremony is conducted. Marriage by service 
is also prevalent, in which case, the boy stays 
with his would be father-in-law and serve him 
for a stipulated period. at the end of which if 
the girl's parents are satisfied, the girl is given 
in marriage. This custom is locally known as 
lliatam. 

In the case of malTiage by negotiation, the 
same is initiated by the boy's parents. His father 
and a few of his relatives approach the prospec
tive bride's father and other relatives and nego
tiate. If the bride's parents agree, they all sit to
gether for a feast, the expenses of which are 
borne by the boy's father. He also presents some 
new clothes to his prospective daughter-in-law. 
After the feast, they negotiate the amount of 
bride price to be paid, usually in the form of 
goats or pigs. After having reached an agreement 
regarding the bride price, they may also tenta
tively fix up a particular month when the 
wedding should take place. Generally, March. 
April and May are preferred, when they are a 
little free after the harvest. 

Once the marriage is settled, the parties ex
change frequent visits. The auspicious day for 
the marriage is fixed in consultation with the 
Voddes of both the villages. 

A day before the wedding, the bride price 
agreed to, namely goats and pigs, rice, toddY 
etc. are sent to the bride's father by the groom's 
father. 
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Small pandals locally known as Madwa are 
el'ected and decorated both at the place of bride 
as well as of the groom. The i.Hadwa is invariab
ly decorated with green mango leaves which are 
supposed to be auspicious. 

With the arrival of the groom's party at the 
bride's village, the marriage ceremony narts, 
The groom's party is received at the outskirts ot 
the VIllage and then brought to a camp or a shed 
erected lor the purpose oat one part of the vil
lage. The party lnCludes, besides. the parent:; of 
the groom, other related men. women and 
children. On the previous evening ot the marri
age. some female members including the groom's 
mother of their party go to the gin's house and 
anoint her with dry turmeric paste and oil. On 
this occasion they ma}' be sillgmg songs both III 
praise of their revered deities as well as on the 
couple. The bride is IlOW brought to the madwa 
and got seated on a wooden e1ank. The members 
01 the bride's party and the groom's party take 
their seats facmg one another in the Madwa. 
M,ahua liquor or toddy as the case may be, is 
served to the members of both the parties. After 
this men and women form separate groups 'and 
dance, the bride and the groom being placed in 
the centre of the dancing group. As soon as the 
dance is over, 4 men from among the relatives 
of the groom come near the couple with. a sheet 
of white cloth held spread over them. The bride 
and the groom then go round the 4 men three 
times. After which they also join the dancing 
groups. While they dance, two men. in the case 
of bridegroom and 2 women in the ca.se of the 
bride. hold a piece of cloth each, tied to small 
bamboo sticks and hold like an umbrella over 
the couple. Dancing and singing, and occasional
ly sipping of liquor, goes on for the whole night. 

Towards the dawn, the couple bathe in warm 
water, put on new clothes and enter the house 
where they pound paddy grains and collect the 
rice in a place. All this time they stand together. 
As they stand, men and women from b~ sides 
come one by one and take a few grains from the 
plate and throw them on the couple_ They may 
also put a little money-two to four annas--in a 
plate as a token of present to the couple. 

The following day a feast is held to culminate 
the wedding. Liquor forms a prominent item in 
this feast. Mter the feast, the groom's party re
turns to their village alongwith the bride if the 
village happens to be near. Otherwise they may 
stay on till the next morning. "Ine bride is 
usually accompanied by a girl friend Or a rela
tive and after staying their for two to three days 
returns to her father's house accompanied by 
the groom in case the bride has attained matu
rity. The consummation ceremony takes place 
now. The date for the consummation is fixed in 
consultation with the Voddc_ On this occasion 



no special l'itual is held except that all the vil
lage elders are invited. to bless the couple when 
liquor is also served, to them. Since then the 
couple lives as man <l:nd wife in a separate house 
of their own. If the bride is not mature at the 
time of marriage, she may live with her parents 
till she comes of age. 

Census of India, 1961. throws some light on 
the marital status of the Durlas 50.47% (10,792) 
consisting of 55.23% (5,872) males and 45.76% 
(4,920) females have returned as never married 
in all the age groups. On the other hand 42.85% 
(9,162) consisting of 41.25% (4,386) males and 
44.42% (4,776) females are returned as married 
in the same age group. Widowed accounts for 
6.17% (1,320) consisting of 3.08% (327) males, 
9.24% (993) females. The percentage of divorced 
or separated comes to 0.51 (110) consisting of 
0.44% (47) males and 0.59% (63) females. 

Widow remarriage is permitted. among the 
Dorlas. Generally a widow is married to the 
younger brother of the deceased husband, if 
there is any; otherwise she is allowed to marry 
anyone in her community barring prohibited 
relations. The children of the widow after her 
second marriage are left to the parents or 
guardians of the deceased husband. However, 
she is allowed to take the children at breast to 
her new hushand·s place. Such children are 
brought back to their father's house after they 
are sufficiently grown up. 

No ceremony is held when a widow is married. 
Her new mates, however, has to give a feast to 
the villagers and will also pay compensation to 
the previous husband of the woman as deter. 
mined. by the village elders. If the widow marries 
the younger brother of her deceased husband, 
nothing has to be paid as compensation. 

Divorce 

. D:ivorce or separation locally known as 
V:zdltatappu. though discouraged, is permitted 
among the Dorlas. Divorce is decided upon by 
the caste panchayat. Both males and females are 
at Iib~r~y. to initiate. divorce proce~dings. If the 
man InitIates the divorce proceedings without 
any fault on the part of the female, the caste 
panchayat imposes fine on him which is collec
tively spent on a feast, including liquor by the 
elders of the caste panchayat. The ornaments are 
retained by the woman. Unless a person finds his 
wife guilty, he would not go for divorce. In that 
case, the caste panchayat penalizes her and the 
penalty is generally bome by her parents or the 
per~n with whom she elopes or having illicit 
relations. Generally the woman does not initiate 
the divorce proceedings on her own accord but 
prefers to elope with a person whom she likes 
which ultimately leads to divorce. The penalty 
to a woman, if found guilty, is generally double 
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the amount spent by the earlier husband ort 
their marriage. A portion of his fine is spent on 
the caste elders. 

The children of the divorced parents, as stated 
earlier, are always retained by their tather and 
unly those babie::s at breast are taken by the 
woman on the condition to return them aIteJ 
certain age. For the maintenance of such 
f.:hiidren. the father has to pay some monc), 
which is agreed upon by both. the parties. 

Death 

Doria believe in the concept of rebirth. 1.f a 
~hild is born in the deceased persons family hav. 
mg the same mark. or CUt on its body, which 
the dead person had on himself at the time 01 
his death, it is believed that the dead person is 
reborn in the family. They also believe that if d 

~rson dies due to pain or black magic, he mal 
ukely to become an evil spirit. 

Both cremation and burial are in vogue 
among the DorIa. In the Konta area. however. 
the tormer practice is more commonly follow
ed. In case ot a person who dies of some disease, 
the corpse is buried. Soon afteI the news ot 
death, beating of drums at regular intervals 
symbolizing the death toll is continued .till the 
corpse is removed from the place of death. The 
relatives of the dead person are informed Dy a 
person belonging to their own community 'lind 
the arrangement for cremation are made. The 
body is kept until all the relatives have arrived. 
Members of the family anoint the corpse with 
turmeric paste and oil and wash it· with walm 
water. The corpse is now placed on a bamboo 
bier, prepared for the purpose, and covered 
with a new piece of cloth. The bier is then car
ried to the burial ground by the members of the 
family, assisted by other relatives. If the deceas.
ed is a well-to-do person, a cow or a buffalo or 
sometimes a pig, is decapitated and the liver 
(kaleja) alongwith some other food is placed at 
his head and the tail in his hand. The Dorlas 
could not account for this' practice but they 
simply say that this practice is followed since 
long. 

Meanwhile some persons go ahead to collect 
fuel from the forest and arrange a pyre. The 
funeral procession, accompanied by a few aged 
women, alongwith the men folk, reaches the cre
mation ground and the bier is placed on the 
pyre. The first person who Iits the pyre is the 
prieSt who is followed by those assembled there 
except the dead person's sons. Mter the pyre is 
lit all the mourners return to the dead man's 
house where they are sprinkled with turmeric 
water to remove pollution and attend to a feast 
given by the bereaved family which consists of 
dishes prepared. by the sacrificed animals. If the 



deceased person is a poor man, no feast is given 
during this. time. 

No pollution as such is observed by Dorla of 
both Konta and Bijapur area. A token mourning 
is observed for three days in Konta area while 
the Dodas living in Bhopal Patnam have a 
mourning period of 13 days. At the end of the 
mourning period the members of the deceased 
family take bath and purify their houses. All the 
relatives and neighbours are invited for a feast 
in which some liquor is also served along with 
rice and curry. Invariably non-vegetarian food, 
consisting of meat of goat, pig or cow, is serv
ed. 

Normally no memorial stones are erected. For 
the caste elders and priests, however, large stone 
slabs are planted on the spot where the corpse 
is cremated. 

The unmarried are generally buried. If the 
deceased happens to be a pregnant woman, the 
body is cremated outside the village and not in 
the regular burial ground. ' 

X. Religion 

The religion of DorIa can be described as an 
admixture of Hindu and Tribal beliefs and prac
tices, The cult of ancestor worship is present 
among them. though in a degenerated form, 
when compared to their immediate neighbours. 
the Marias. The Dorlas believe that soul is.im· 
mortal and rebirth inevitable. This is borne out 
by the fact t~at as soon as a child is born, h~s 
body is exammed to :find out whether or not It 
has marks or cuts which the deceased person of 
the family had on his body. Further, at the time 
of worship of the clan Gods, some liquor is left 
in an earthern pot supposed to be for the con
sumption of ancestral spirits. There is also a 
general belief that a person, meeting an accI· 
dental or untimely death like suicide. murder. 
death due to burning, drowning or by wild ani· 
mals, becomes a ghost. In order to prevent the 
wrath of such ghosts, sacrifices are offered to 
the dan deities. 

Though the Dorla do not .worship all . t~e 
Hindu pantheon. they have faith in a few deities 
like Rama of Bhadrachalam, (a pilgrimage cen
tre of the adjoining area of Andhra Pr~desh) an~ 
Lord Shiva. In quite a number of Villages, 11 
has been observed that conch shells, tridents, 
metal bells etc., symbolizing Lord Shiva are kept 
along 'With the tribal deities. At some places 
images of Lord Shiva aTe installed in the village 
temple and they are identified with Peddapen, 
the supreme deity. 

Belief in evil spirits is also widespread. They 
believe that diseases are caused by the ~ath of 
evil spirits. Evil spirits, are, therefore, drIven off 
from the body of the paLient by the Vodde 
through· his chantings and offerings. 
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Besides Peddapen, a host of other deities are 
also worshipped by the Dorla. However, these 
deities vary from one region to another. In 
Bijapur area, the deities usually worshipped are 
jibbohate and Ede-MaTTi, while in Bhopal
paLllam at"ea, they include Pagdida·rs, TuLa· 
multi, Parnalayya and Eranal IV1usalaya and in 
Konta area, jars-ingar'aj, Gadigunda, Pedaramu. 
Chinaramu, Gadihll'lna, Nangabhima, Tool
DOl'kri, Irmaraj. Andala Kosa elc. are venerated. 

The deities worshipped in the Konta area are 
clan gods, and their seats are located in different 
villages. All the above-mentioned deities are 
propitiated once in a year, in the months of 
April-June, Special jalaras are orgalli~ed when 
.-:peci21 offerings are given to these deities parti. 
nIlar1}' when there is an outbreak of epidtmics 
in the region, The sun and the moon <Ire con
sidered as the God of day and night respectively 
by the tribe, }~arth is ITvered and as such is 
worshipped occasionally. 

Dorlas celebrate, besides their own festivals, 
som'e of the regional ones as well. KUTmi 
Pandum is the most important of their festivals. 
It is (:elebrated in the month of Kartika (Novem
ber-December) when new rice is cooked and con
sumed, The Dorla of Bijapur area attend 
jaitalur fair every year which is held sometime 
in the month of January. They believe that new 
green vegetables 01' frUIts of the season cannot 
be consumed till these are first offered to the 
deities at Jaitalur. Dorlas of the Bhopal patanam 
area att'eng Sakalnarayan fair, held at Medded in 
Bijapur tahsil on the Rarnnavami day. A few 
of them even go to Bhadrachalam on this day 
to offer worship there. From Konta area a few 
Dorlas visit Bhadrachalam, It has also been re
ported that a few of them, besides Bhadracha
lam, also visit Venkatapuram and Nandi
Mandaran, all in Andhra Pradesh. 

XI. Leisure, Recreation and Child Play 

Except children, old, disabled and insane, all 
able bodied men and women, are 'found engaged 
in some sort of productive work. No particular 
time is stipulated for leisure or recreation. When
ever they a re free from the fields, they either re
main indoor or go to the forest to collect forest 
produce. or sometimes for hunting. Women folk 
keep themselves busy by collecting Mahua flower 
during the months of February-April, wh~n 
they have no other work in the fields. Thus. the 
working population among the Dorlas very 
seldom resort to leisure and recreations except 
during marriage, OT some festive occasion. 

The popular game resorted to by the children 
is hide and seek. At times the grown up people 
watch the children at play and cheer them. An
other popular game of the boys is the 'Hare and 



Farmer', in which one of the boys acts as ~ hare 
. d another as a farmer. Other boys 10 the 
a~oup sit around r~re~n~ing fe';l~ing ,of a field. 
!i-he 'Ha.c' moves m Wlthm the fen~e and pre
tends to eat the 'crop' when the Farmer goes 
round the 'fence', pretending to catch the :Hare: 
whleh is already inside the fenc~. The Hare 
now tries to jump over the 'fence and ~!lCapes. 
The game ends with the 'Farmer' catchm~ the 
'Hare' and finally killing it. The game IS re
peated by two other boy~, represen~jng the 'Hare' 
and the 'Farmer'. If hme permits, the 'elders 
watch the game cheerfully. 

Fo. the grown up Dorlas, dan~e is the most 
popular recreation. Dorla da?ce IS .ve~ ch~ac
teristic. The male members, like thel. ImmedIate 
neigtLbours, the Marias. weal' .Bison-horn h~ad 
dress during dancing. These dan~eI"S carrymg 
drums and beating them rythmlcally make 
gestures as bisons do. A few of them may. be 
playing on flutes. The women folk, carrymg 
iron or wooden sticks on which are a~tached 
jingling bells, join their. c011:nterpart~ m ~e 
(lance. They stand in a hne l11terlockll'~g ~elr 
left hands while holding stic.ks on the!1" nght 
hands. They move forward In rhythmIC steps. 
All this time they sing folk songs. To_ddy and 
liquor are very frequently used durmg such 
dances. 

Cock fight is another popular recreation re
sorted to by the Dorla mwes;. Usually ?n market 
days and sometimes on festive occaslO~s they 
hold cock fights. This is .so popU;lar that It dmws 
large gatherings from dIstant vIllages. 

Very recently listening to radio .programmes 
has also become a source of recreation for some 
of the Dorlas of one or two villages where com
munity radio sets are installed by the Govern
ment. 

XII. Relation among Different Segments of the 
Community 

As mentioned earlier, the DorIa tribe is di,:id
ed into different Gattas (div~sions). The ~elation 
among the different Gattas 15 q~lte conhal and 
they enjoy almost the same SOCla1 status. Inter
Gatta marriages are prevalent except for Yedu 
Gatta Division. Other Gattas such as Pe.,.~nd 
Gatta, Permaboi Gatta. Mudu Gatta and: P!du 
Gatta conl>idex that the ~embers bel~ngIng .to 
Yedu Gatta oare comparatIvely lower 10 SOCIal 
status and as such woUld not like to have either 
marital relationship or commensalism with them. 
In the case of Yedu Gatta division, the members 
marry from among themselves. ~e other Gattas 
as hal> been stated above, are strIctly exogamous. 

In some areas, a religious movement, known 
as Lingadari Movement. !s cat<:hing momentum 
WIioog the Dodas. The lDtenslty D!. the ~o,!e
ment is more among the Dorlas of B1Japur hvmg 
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on the fringes of the border willi Andhra Pra
desh. In this area it is very common among the 
Kayas. As a result of this movement, two divi
sions are formed among the Dodas; namely 
Lingadari section and the Dorla proper. 

The Lingadaris can be distinguished from 
others as the former wear a silver box contain
ing Rudraksha beads and a Shiva Lingam. This 
box is attached to a thread and worn roulld the 
neck. The Lingadari do not eat beef while the 
same is not a taboo to the non-Lingadari. Be
cause of the fact that the DorIas take beef. the 
lingadaris do not accept food from the former. 
Marital relations, however, exist between the 
two groups. If a DorIa marries a Lingadari girl 
she will follow the same social and rdigious life 
of her husband except taking beef. On the other 
hand, if a Lingadari DorIa marries a girl flOm 
among the non-Lingadari Doria, the girl has to 
und~go some purificatory rites just after the 
marnage. 

The Dorla society is controlled by the elderly 
male members of the community. They are held 
in great respect by the youngsters. Decisions on 
viral matters. are always arrived at after mutual 
consultations among the elderly members. 

Women enjoy equal status as that of men. 
However, they always accept guidance from the 
~male members. 

In Konta area, the Soyam family of Gangan
palli village, belonging to the Parend Gatta 
division enjoys comparatively greater social 
prestige and wield much political influence. One 
ex-member of the Madhya Pradesh LegislQtive 
Assembly by name Soyam J ogayya belongs to 
this family. He takes much interest in the cul
tural, educational and economic conditions of 
the tribe and as such respected very much. 

XIII. Inter-cmnmuruty Relatiomhip 

By and large the DorIa villages are uni-caste 
villages. However, in tahsil headquarters like 
Konta and Bijapur, as well as in some urban 
influenced villages on the road side. like Medded, 
Bhopal patnam etc., multi caste villages are com
monly met with. In the uni-caste villages, con
cept of ritual pollution and intercaste relations 
are very much vaguely conceived. In multi caste 
villages, on the other hand. the constant relations 
with other castes have paved the way for crystal
lizing some of the concepts regarding ritual 
purity and secular relations with higher castes. 
Some of the important castes found living along 
with the DorIas are Brahman, Raut. KamsaH or 
Viswa Bmhman or Sonar. (Goldsmith), Chalcali 
(washerman), Mangali (barber), Kummar (pot
ter), Telanga, Reddi. ~di, Golla (all Andhra 
castes), Muslims and tribes like Hatba, Maria, 



Kamnan and Doli. These cummunities maintain 
cordial relations with the Dodas. Except from 
Kummara. Maria and Doli. the Darla accepts 
all types of food from the rest of the communi
ties mentioned above. In the Bijapur area. how
ever. the Dodas accept toddy and water from 
the Kammara and like their counter-parts in the 
Konta area, the Brahmans. Raut. Kamsali, Oddi, 
Telanga. Kummar, Manga,li and Reddi, do not 
accept food from the Darla. Maria. Kummara 
and Doli however accept food from them. 

The Darla consider Maria, thei'r immediaH: 
neighbour. as a lower caste and have no marital 
relations with them in the nonnal course. If, 
however, any such marriage takes; place, the ~r
son concerned is ex-communicated. This may be 
true with ,other communities also. During the 
field investigations, however. such instances have 
not been reported. Services of the functional 
castes like washerman, barber Or Brahman are 
not required by the DorIa in their rituals and, 
practices. On the other hand they often require 
the assistance of Vodde (priest), or ).\fattinonda 
(medicine man) belonging to any caste or tribe. 
The Voddes are very keenly sought after 
persons. In almost all the rituals th~ Vodde is 
consulted. Lately some of the well-ta-do Dorlas 
consult Hindu astrologers to fix up dates for 
marriage. 

Another important caste with whom the 
Dorlas have intimate relation is the Doli (drum
mers). The Dolis are engaged by the Darla. parti
cularly. in those villages where the dan god 
(Peen) resides. The Dolis are expected to beat 
drums whenever worships are offered to the clan 
god. The remuneration is collected from among 
the members of the particular clan whether they 
reside within the village or outside. The remu
neration may be either in kind or occasionally in 
cash. 

XIV. Structure of Social Control~ .Prestige and 
Leadership 
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In the realm of social control. the Dorla has 
no centralized tribal authority for the tribe as a 
whole. However, Samatu Panchayats having a' 
jurisdiction of about 40 to 50 villages. headed 
by a Samatu Doraval (Lord of the Samatu) are 
functioning in the area which by and large con
trol the Dorla society residing in its jurisdiction. 
The office of the Samatu Doraval is hereditary. 
In Konta area, this office is held by a member 
of the Soyam family. The Soyam family has been 
holding this office since long. One Chinna of the 
Sayam family is holding the post of Samatu 
Doraval at present. The headquarters of this 
Panchayat is at Errabor. a village on the Jagdal
pur-Konta road and it is about 15 miles north of 
Konta. The Samatu, Doraval is assisted by a 
Samatu Seemantu (deputy leader) a Gumasta 

(servant) and a Bantroth (peon). The functions 
of the different functionaries are based on con
ventions, and no set rules and regulations are 
laid down either for the functioning of the orga
nisation or for the conduct of the panchayat. 
The common problem settled by the Samatu 
Panchayat are social disputes, including divorce. 
widow remarriage excommunication, readmis
sion into the community and so on. The Pan
chayat imposes suitable fines on the wrong doers. 

Tbe constituent villages of the Samatu Pan
chayat have their own village panchayats. As the 
Dorla villages consist of a number of Paras or 
Gudems, the Panchayat of the village comprises 
the representatives of each para Or Gudcm. The 
person representing a Para goes by the name 
Natcn Gudebaretor (Para member). '1 he head of 
the village is known as Naten Pedda or Patel and 
he is assisted in his duties by a Nalen Pena 
Pedda and a Kotwal. All the offices are heredi
tary in nature. In case, however. a particular 
family is unable to provide the required lea,der. 
some other suitable person may be selected. 

Besides the above hereditary leaders of each 
village, there may be a Atpahorya who is attach
ed to the T hanagwdi or Savidi (village dormi
tory) who is responsible to look after the com
forts of the visiting officials and others to the 
village. The primary function of the village 
council is to settle disputes which are referred to 
it. The Naten Pedda presides over the delibera
tions in which besides the other village elders. 
the parties involved in the dispute are all also 
asked to attend. After hearing both sides the vil
lage Council takes a decision which is binding 
to both the parties. In case the village council 
fails to arrive at a decision the case would be 
referred to the Samatu Panchayat. 

Besides settling petty disputes in the village. 
mostly connected with the social behaviour of 
the community. the Patel is responsible for col
lecting land revenue for the government. For this 
job he gets a commission at the rate of Rs. 36 
for the collection of Rs. 100 to Rs. 500. 

The Samatu Panchayat is the appellate insti
tution of imparting justice as far as social beha
viour of the community is concerned. Problems 
which cannot be solved by the village' Panchayat 
or if the dispute is between, two villages the 
Samatu Panchayat is approached. Following is 
the general procedure adopted by the Samatu 
panchayat in respect of the complaints referred 
to it. As soon as a complaint is referred to the 
Panchayat, the Samatu Do-raval, head of the 
Samatu Panchayat, fixes the date for hearing in 
consultation with the Naten Peddas of the vil
lage from where the case has been referred. He 
also informs the other Naten Peddas or Patels 
of all other villages. about the hearing. On the 
day fixed for the purpose. all the Naten Peddas 



along with the Samat'll. Dorawal and Samat'll. 
Seemantu arrive in the village where the pro
ceedings are to be held. The concerned Naten 
Pedda summons both the accused and the com
plaint through the Kotwal of the village. After 
having assembled, the Patel reads out th~ com
plaint before the invited tribal leaders. The ac
cused is now asked to explain his position. After 
discussions the Samat'll. Dorawal arrives at some 
decision in the light of the arguments made bv 
both the parties and also taking into considera:" 
tion the suggestions made by other leaders. The 
award given by the Panchayat must be obeyed bv 
both the parties. A person who does not compl~ 
with the decisions of the Panchayat may b~ 
ostracized. A portion of the fine collected may 
be given to the aggrieved party as decided b~ 
the Samat'll. D01'awal. Out of the remaining 
amount, a part is given to the panchavat and 
the rest is spent on th'e spot for a feast to aU 
leaders. While awarding the fine. they take care 
that a portion of it is in kind like rice. goats. 
toddy etc., which can be utilized for the feast. 

Another important duty, as has been mention
ed earlier, of the Samat'll. Dorawal and the Patel. 
is to organise festivals and conduct marriag-es. 
The presence of Naten Pedda or Patel is sine
qua-non in every marriage ceremony performed 
in the village. 

Though not a local functionary, either as a 
village patel, or as a Samatu D01'awal. So'Vam 
.TogtlY'frl an ex-member of the Madhva Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly enioys wide influence in 
that region. He is a special invitee in panchavat 
proceedings. Because of nis awareness of the de
velopm'ents taking- place outside their own area, 
he tries to take the lr;ad in social and technolo
gical chan~ as well as gives a lead in political 
action and in other activities in his community. 
However. his influence is limited to the Konta 
area and is not hitherto extended to the Bijapllf 
area where a hulk of the tribe Jives. 

No symbol of prestige is attached with any 
of the functionaries. One can see the Samat'll. 
Dorawal and the Naten Pedda having- the same 
attire as that of any other member of the Dorla 
community. 
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XV. Social Reform and Welfare 

The welfare activities carried on in the Dorla 
area is by and large sponsored by the Govern
ment. The Tribal Welfare Department of 
Madhya Pradesh Government has very recently 
started a crash programme to ameliorate the con
ditions of the tribal people of Bastar area. This 
includes educational facilities, medical facilities 
and economic activities. Through the primary 
health centres and dispensaries, free medical 
facilities are made available to the tribes. These· 
facilities are however, not taken advantage of by 
many people. Though some of the primary 
health centres, like the one in Ganganpatti, have 
maternity wards not many are making use of 
such facilities. Another important activity, the 
Department of Tribal Welfare has taken up is 
the provision for drinking water. Under this 
scheme many wells have already been dug in a 
number of villages. From the point of view of 
the Dorlas this scheme is the most useful and 
this is very popular. 

In the field of education, primary and middle 
schools have been opened in many of the villages 
and lately the Dodas are taking advantage of the 
same. 

'The village level worker is a constant source 
of guidance to the tribal people. 

In the economic field. the Department of 
Tribal Welfare has made provisions for Taccavi 
loans. seeds and manures. Very recently the De
partment of Khadi and Village Industries. 
Madhva Pradesh, has started a palm-gur scheme 
in the' tribal area of Bastar. Under this scheme. 
thev intend to train up the tribals engaged in 
tapping palm luice for the preparation of 
Tagf!ery. Trainin~ is also imparted in pl'eparinp: 
brllShers room deaners. pot cleaners etc., out of 
oalm fronds. Under the scheme an amount of 
R~. 30 per month is given to every trainee as 
stipend. In Konta and Bijapur Tehsils Palmyra 
palm (Borassna Flabelliror) trees. locaUy known 
as Tad are found in plenty. Thus this scheme 
has been very much popular in the area. How· 
·~ve1:'. there io; a. feeling in them that though this 
proiect has benefited. they are deprived of their 
ri~ht to extract toddv from the palms. 





XVI. BIOGRAPHIES 

No. I 

s. N., aged 45 is a tall and wen built person 
living in Ganganpalli village. He is brown in 
complexion. The front of his head is clean shav
ed keeping a tress of hair well-dressed and knot
headgear. He smokes heavily and uses country
made Cigar (bidi). He is an active member of the 
village dancing organisation. S. N. is very popu
lar in the village for his feats while dancing with 
the BiSiOn-horn-head-dress showing the various 
Ges.tures of Bison. He is also the village Kotwal 
(watchman) whose main business is to help 
Patel or Naten Pedda of the village. 

He was born in the village, Gollapalli, some 
30 miles west of Konta, the present tahsil head
quarters. At G<>llapalli he lived with his brother. 
Some 30 years back he was brought to the pre
sent village Ganganpalli by some of his relatives 
when he was aged 15. At the age of 18, he marri
ed a girl from this village and had two issues (one 
boy and one girl) by her. Unfortunately both 
died after four years. Since then S. N. had no 
issue by her. 

\ 

Alongwith his tribesmen, S. N. used to go to 
adjoining Andhra area every year for procuring 
tobacco to be used for the whole year. In this 
way he developed some acquaintance with some 
of the Koyas of that area. This acquaintance ulti
mately led to the marriage of S. N. with a Koya 
widow of that area whom he brought to Gangan. 
palli village as his second wife. For social accep
tance of the marriage. a feast was arranged to 
all the villagers. This marriage took place some 
seven years back and at present he has two sons 
by her. He feels that he would have been ex
communicated had he married a Maria. Doli or 
a Kamar woman. Meanwhile, his brother in 
Gollapalli died due to some protracting ailment 
and his wife was subsequently married to an
other person of that village. S. N., therefore, 
brought the only son of his deceased brother to 
Ganganpalli to live with him. He is now a very 
contented person with his two sons and two wives 
besides the son of his brother who is also staying 
with him. Now, because of the death of the 
Atpaharia of the village. S. N. has to perfonn 
both the duties of the Kotwal and Atpaharia. 
A tpaharia is an official attached to the village 
Thanagudi who is supposed to look after the 
comforts of the visiting officials and outsiders to 
the village. For all this, he is paid by the villa
gers in kind. S. N. informs that the remunera
tion he receives, is just sufficient for maintaining 

his family. He has no landed property. He has, 
however, 30 to 40 cattle and 10 goats. Keeping 
of cattle is considered to be a symbol of wealth 
among the Dorlas. 

According to S. N. the important changes he 
noticed during the last 30 years are mostly in 
the field of agriculture. In his childhood, S. N. 
states, nobody in his village practised transplan
tation method in paddy cultivation. o,nly broad.
casting method was followed. But now, those 
who are having cultivable land mostly practise 
transplantation method, which, according to him 
has improved the yield. Another change, he has 
noticed is the recognition given to the land 
holders by the Government. Previously none of 
the DorIa possessed Pattas. though they were 
cultivating the fields. Now, the right of the cul
tivator has been recognised by the government 
by issuing Pattas. Dress too, according to S. N .• 
has vc::ry much been changed. Dorla people par
ticularly those of the younger generation, have 
taken to modern tailored costumes like shirts 
and blouses. The elderly peope, however, conti
nue to maintain the traditional dress. 

According to S. N., the most important event 
in his life is his selection to the office of the 
Kotwal. Though he does not belong to the 
family from which usually the Kotwal is drawn, 
looking to his perfonnance, the villagers pro
posed his name for the post of the Kotwal. 

The .most important problem facing the tribe 
as is vIewed by S. N., is the lack of cultivable 
land. From his experience in the Koya tract of 
the adjoining State. he feels that the Koyas are 
much better off than the Dorlas of this area. 

He visited Bhadrachalam, a pilgrimage centre 
in Andhra Pradesh and other nearby Koya tracts 
many a times. According to him, the Koyas and 
the Dorlas are the same people. Inter-marriage 
and commensalism take place between the Koyas 
and the Dorlas. 

No.2 

S. J. is one of the very few educated persons 
of Doria community and he is also the first mem
ber of the Legislative Assembly drawn from his 
community. He was elected to the Madhya Pra
desh Vidhan Sa bha in 1962 General Elections on 
the Indian National Congress ticket. In 1967, as 
he could not get support from his party, he had 
supported another nominee of the party belon!
ing to the Halba community. 



5. J. is in his late 30s usually wears a white 
Khadi Dhothi and a shirt. He has brown com~ 
plexion with average height. and keeps his hair 
nicely dressed up. He has studied up to 5th class. 
in Te1ugu medium in a village school at Erra~ 
bore which is 5 miles from Ganganpalli. He can 
read and write Telugu. He can also fluently 
speak Hindi an~ knows its alphabets. He got his 
name tattooed In Telugu on the fore-ann of his 
write hand_ 

s. 1. is a well known social worker in his area 
and he is a special invitee to all the social func
tions in the area. He is the President of the 
Indian National Congress Party of that area, and 
in this capacity he has visited several towns both 
in Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. Be
cause of his awareness of the developments tak
ing place in the country, he takes the lead for 
social and technological changes and for politi
cal action and other organised activities in his 
community. 

According to S. .J., there is a story of their 
migration. It is believed that the Dorlas migrat
ed along with a Kakatiya King of Waranga!. 
S. J.. however, does not know the other details 
of this story. During the last so many genera
tions they are living in the present village 
Ganganpalli and his family has acquired con
siderable landed property in the village. Their's 
is now one of the richest families in the DorIa 
community~ S. J.'s family has also got the here
ditary right for the office of Noten Pedda (Patel) 
of their village. Because of his preoccupations 
with many other affairs, S. J. has selected his 
younger brother S. K. for the post of Naten 
PeddtJ. 

S. J. has a wide knowledge of the near about 
tribes like Maria and the Koya. According to 
him, the Koyas of the Andhra area Qnd the 
Dorla of the Madhya Pradesh area, are one and 
the same. Marias, their northern neighbour, are 
Q different people, and according to him. are 
lower to the Dorlas. 

Two sons of S. J .. S. V. R., aged 7, and S. M. 
aged 5. study in the village school. He claimed 
that he is responsible for the establishment of 
the village school and the primary health centre 
of the village. He is proud that he could influence 
the Government in getting a number of village. 
wells· dug in the DorIa area as the first step for 
providing protected clean drinking water. 

According to S. J., the most important change 
which has taken place recently is with regard to 
the political set up of the area. Some 30 years 
back, the Mabarajoa's (Bastar) nominees used to 

_ collect the revenue and other dues from the 
people by harassing them. M~ny of his tribe~ 
men never had the opportUnIty to see thelT 
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ruler. The villagers never had any say in ad
ministrative matters. Now, according to S. J .. 
the people directly participate in the administra
tion. The right of land (Bhoomi hakku) has 
been recognised by the government and the 
holders have been provided with P«ttq.s (title 
deeds). The leaders who are responsible for run
ning the administmtion of the state, make fre
quent visits in the area and make first hand en· 
quiries about the difficulties and requirements 
of the people. The local leaders too, take up the 
cause of the people of the area with the admi~ 
nistrators which could never be done during the 
time of the Maharaja. 

In the field of agriculture. he finds that many 
of his t!ibesmen have recently taken up to trans
pla'_ltatIon method of paddy cultivation which is 
an Improvement over the erstwhile broadcasting 
method. He is not satisfied with the changes 
which have already taken place and he hoped 
that he would be able to do much more for his 
tribesmen in coming years. 

According to S. J.. under-employment is the 
main problem facing the DorIa tribe. Much of 
the time is wasted as there is not much scope for 
taking some productive work. He feels that if 
the Government establishes some small scale in
dustry units like saw mills. carpentry centres 
etc., it am go a long way in reducing the under 
employment among the tribe. Another urgent 
problem which needs care. according to him. is 
improving the production in agyiculture. 'The 
river Saban and its numerous tributaries spring
ing from the Dorla area are not properly ex
ploited. S. J. feels that if a few tanks are con
structed to preserve the water from these rivers, 
they can be better utilized in ag-riculture. Dorlas 
keep a number of cattle and as such it will be 
useful to have a few veteriniiry oispensaries 
established in some of the villages. He report!! 
that many mttle die Qut everv year because of 
inadequate medical facilities. S. J. also feels that 
the benefits provided to the East Pakistan Refll
gees settled in the area should be given to the 
DorIa" as well. If the ~vernment provide them 
with levelled cuItiv:lble land and loan for culti
vation, they will be in a oosition to return the 
same to the Government in instalments. 

No.3 

S. K. is a youngman of 29, with brown com
plexion. well trimmed moustaches and neatlY 
combed ha~r. He is the brother of S. J. He is 
the present patel of Ganganpalli village. It is a 
hereditary post and is bein~ held by his family 
since timp immemorial. He has been nominated 
all the Naten Pedda as hh elder brother was elect
ed to the leJrlsJative assembly of Madhya Pradesh. 
Taking cue from his brother, he has also become 
an active member of the Indian National Cong· 



ress Party in the area. He has studied up to 4th 
class in Telugu medium. He can also converse 
in Hindi. He is a good cultivator and an expert 
bowman. He figures very prominently in all the 
community hunting expeditions. He narrated 
with pride how he killed a tiger, four years back. 
using his bow and arrow only. He has a wide 
knowledge about the topography of the near 
about forests and is considered as an expert 
tracker. He says that the most crucial event in 
his life time was his selection as the Patel of the 
village when his elder brother was alive. 

He travels widely in the surrounding areas. 
Kunavaran a small town On the bank of Goda
vari, 20 miles south of Konta, is a place frequent
ly visited by him. This_ is the nearest place 
where a cinema is available. He has also seen 
s'everal places in Andhra Pradesh and Jagadal
pur, the District headquarters of Bastar District. 

He finds lot of changes in the political set up 
as well as in the outlook of the people. Unlike 
during the time of the Rajas, the tribal people 
have the right of land. They are not harassed 
by the revenue officials now. Their property and 
cattle are protected by the Government. The 
people now take interest in developmental acti
vities as well. He cited the example of construct
ing a road from his village to the main road 
(Ronta-Jagdalpur Road) by the villagers. The 
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government, however, also helped in construct
ing some of the bridges and culverts on this 
road. Help was also rendered in the construction 
of the primary health centre and the village 
school. 

Attitude of the people have also changed con
siderably. Now, more and more people send 
their children to school; many take advantage of 
the primary health centre and use of modern 
medicine has become very popular. 

According to S. R .• the main problem facing 
his tribesmen is the shortage of drinking water. 
Irrigation facilities too discourage the people to 
raise cash crops and improved varieties of cereals. 
Though the government dug some wells in the 
area, many of them, he complained, dried up 
during summer and therefore they have to travel 
long distances to fetch water from the hill 
springs. Like his brother. he also f~els that some
thing should be done to remove under and un
employment. He feels that specially during sum
mer months, many of them have no work and, 
therefore, some project should be introduced to 
provide adequate work to the people atleast duro 
ing the summer months. Many of the Dorlas. ac
cording to him. are very poor to have even a 
square meal a day, The Government, he feels, 
should take more and more responsibility in 
eradicating poverty ameng his tribesmen. 





. 1. Cain, John 
Cain. John 
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ANN EXtIRE 

FRAMEWOllK FOR. ETHNOGRAPWC STUDY 

I. Name, Identity. Onigin and History 
1. Name, synonym, sub-caste/sub-tribe as in President's Order and as in 

other published sources such as Census reports, monographs, etc. Grouping 
with other, castes and ,tribes-.during _ various censuses. Affinity with other castes 
and tribes according to recognised authorities. 

2. Etymological significance of the name; names _ by which the community 
is referred to by (a) others and- (bY itself. 

3. -Identification of the community by occup~tion or any other way of 
life. 

4. Myths and legends' connected: with the origin and history of the com
munity and its segments. Historical references and popular:;belie£s about, _hist.ory' 
and migration of the community._ 

II. Distribution and Population Trend 
l. :Area- w.here found; population and concentration in the State and out

side. Physical aspects of the areas of concentration.' 
2. Numerical 'strength in 1961 and population variation from 1901-1961. 

Sex ratio. age-groups, and rural-urban distribution in 1961. 

III. Physiail CharacteristicS 
I. Racial stock, appearance and affinity with other known communities. 

IV. Family, Clan, KiilShip and other Analogous Divisions 
1. Family; size (observed and .published), types, residence after marriage, 

descent, lineage and its economic and religious function, and inheritance. 
2. Clan/gatra and sub-clans; names, etymological meaning, clustering of 

clans., belief and mythology' about -origin status among clans, clam and regula
tion of marriage (preference and prohibition) occupation and clan, clan and 
rituals, dan and food (restrictions, prescriptions etc.). 

3. Othersl phratry, duel organisation like moieties etc., as in 2 above. 
V. Dwelling; Dress, Food, Ornament and Other Material Objects Distinctive of 

the Community 
I. ;8eUiement': village site, location, settlement pattern (agglomerated •. 

nucleated, dispersed, sprinkled, isolated. amorphous, star-shaped, horse-shoe
shaped~ -linear, rectangular, circular 'or Tillg"shapoo etc.) aIld variations;' 'regional 
pattern vis-a-vis pattern of the community. 

2. Neighbourhood pattern on the basis of religion, castes -(caste Jiindus, 
untouchables) tribes etc., with segregations. if any ... and the basis- ,thereof. _ 

3. ,Dwelling unit, compound, entrance, .source of water:. the use of different, 
parts of the house (latrine, cattle shed, isolation huts etc.). Shape (square, round. 
irregular etc.) storeys, nature of Hoor. plinth, .. well,. roofing, thatching, ventila
tions and doors, materials used, decorations and embellishments; temporary 
structures;' 

4. Dress inCluding head gear and foot-wear used ordinarily, on ceremonial 
occasions and special occasions and sex-wise and according to majority or 
minority. Dress of priest and office-bearers, variations. 

5. Ornaments: use. material used, from where obtained; variations accord-
ing to sex and age. -

6. Personal decoration: tattooing: mutilations (chipping,{)f teeth:; etc~). 
hair cutting, how done, -purpose. attitude and variation according to. sex and 
,~ 
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7. Food and drink: materials (staple and others), prescriptions and pr().. 
hibitions, fuel, utensils and mode of preparation; practices connected with 
serving and taking of food; preservatlOn of food and rituals, if any. 

8. Equipments connected with economic pursuits, religion and ritual; how 
procured, material used, construction, manipulation and purpose. 

9. Other household equipments. As above. 
]0. Equipments connected with regarding of time, space and weight and 

their methods of use. As above. 

VI. Environmental Sanitation, Hygienic Habits, Disease and Treatment 
1. Environmental sanitation, settlement, disposal of night soil, garbage, etc. 
2. Hygienic habit: cleanliness of body, teeth. dress, houses, utensils, etc. 
3. Diseases: incidence. local names, interpretation of the causes; symptoms, 

diagnosis and cure-persons and methods involved. 
4. Modern systems of medicine and attitude of the community towards it. 

VII. Language and Literacy 
1. Ancestral language: classification according to Grierson, persistence of 

ancestral language and literature. 
2. Mother tongue: classification according to Grierson; lingualism and . 

multi-lingualism, regional language. 
3. Information collected during 1961 on language and literacy. 
4. Education and literacy: (Ghotul morung etc.). Traditional and modern

attitude, information collected during 1961-literacy and levels of education. 

VIII. ::Economic Life 
1. Economic resources: Land, community land, individual ownership and 

types of Land possessed and land utilization. 
2. Forest wealth; right in the forest, forest utilization. 
3. Fishery, Livestock and others. 
4. Working force: Sex-wise, Urban and rural variations and comparison 

of the same with the region. 
5. Non Workers. 
6. Industrial classifications: details as collected in the field and compared 

with that of the 1961 fi~ures (traditional occupation and changes in the 
pattern); Main and subsidiary occupations. 

7. Forced labour, bonded labour, patron-client relationship Gajmani}, 
mode of payment. 

B. Seasonal migration connected with occupation: recruitment, formation 
of working groups. 

9. Nomadic movement, cycle and occupational pattern. 
10. Shifting cultivation: method, implements and equipments, produce, 

participation, cycle of rotation, measure to regulate shifting cultivation and its 
impact. 

ll. Terrace cultivation: as above·. 
12. Income and' expenditure: Sources of income, extent, expenditure on 

food, clothing, house, education, social functions and others. 
IS. Other aspects of economic life. 

IX. Life Cycle 
A. BIRTH 

1. Beliefs and practices connected with conception, barrenness, still-birth, 
miscarriage, abortion. child death, regulation of sex, etc. 

2. Pre-natal and natal practices: residence, diet, work, taboos etc. delivery 
place, assistance, equipments used in delivery, p<M!ition during delivery, severance 
of umbilical cord (who does and how done), disposal Of placen~a. 



3. Post natal practices: Confinement and segregation. ceremonial pollu
tion, diet for mother and child, rituals. 

4. Protection and care of child and training. 

5. Attitude towards birth of child: Preference about sex preference about 
number, segregation of sex, etc. • 

B. INITIATION DESCRt:PTlON 

1. Initiation ceremony, descriptions. 
2. Pre-marital sex relations within the community. outside the community, 

sanctions and taboos. 

C. MAlUUA.GE 

1. Age at marriage for both sex, prohibited degrees of relationship, pre-
ferences, widow remarriage (peferences and taboos). 

2. Civil status and social status. 
3. Types of marriage: monogamy, polygamy (Polyandry and polygyny). 
4. Selection of spouse: qualities valued (for bride and groom) mode of 

selection, proce'dure. . 
5. Modes of acquiring mate: by negotiation, force, intrusion, elopement, 

etc. 
6. Terms of settlement: Payment of bride price, dowry, service, exchange, 

adoption etc. 
7. Ceremonies connected with marriage: details including who presides 

over the marriage and services of functional castes. 
8. Statistical data as per 1961 Census. 
9. Divorce: Reasons and procedure. 

D. Dl!:A.TH 

I. Concept about death, measures to ensure future well being of the soul, 
measures to avert harm by the spirit. 

2. Methods of disposal, burial, cremation, exposure, Hoating on water etc. 

3. Preparations for disposal of dead, informing friends and relatives, 
treatment of the dead body, digging of pit etc. for disposal. How carried, who 
carry, who accompany, place of disposal, methods of disposal, norms and 
taboos. 

4. Ceremonies connected with disP9sal. 
5. Mon.uments: Death rites: details. 
6. Tombs, megalithS, etc. 
7. Pollution: duration, restrictions in work, food, dress, shaving, hair 

cropping. sex life etc., . removal of pollution. 
8. Mourning: mourners and duration. 

X. Religion 

r. Deities: supreme deity, benevolent deities, melevolent spirits, presiding 
deities of village and other aspects of life including occupation.. clans, gotras 
etc. 

2. Place of the deities in the regional pattern and Brahmanlcal and other 
traditions. 

'S. Rituals and concepts connected with the pantheon. 
4. Spots associated with the deities, pilgrim centres and methods of 

wqnhip. 
5. Religions functionaries. 
6 Calendar of festivals and their observance. 



7. Concept of 8(jul~. hell, heaven, rebirth.· trans-migration· and soul etc. 
8. Sects and denominations: name, distribution, beliefs and praCtices etc. 
9. Statistical information. 

XI. Leisure. Recreation and Child Play 

I. Use of leisure time: (male. female, children and adult) seasonal varia
tion in leisure time. 

2. Recreation: their mode and extent.,' fOl"males, females and 'children. 
3. Leisure and recr¢ation_ with. reference to work. 

XII. Relation among Different Segments of the Community 

Recognised Segments: name, basis (territorial. ceremonial, social prestige, 
religion, sect, education, age etc.) . Inter-relationship among various· segments: 
status of the segment, status .of women. 

XIII. Inter-community Relationship 

1. Ceremonial relationship: .Service by, BrahJ.nins, traditional. service by 
castes like barbers, washermen etc. 

2. Pollution by tOllch or proximity. to. high Caste Hind·us,. use of well, 
adinission to temple. 

3. Secular relationship: Model for other communities; dominance due to 
economic resources, political status, social status, etc_ 

4. B:tidge rolej buffer role, alliance and· antagonism of :the community. 

XIV. Structure of Social Control. PrestJge and . Leadership 

1. Social Control: Levels of Social .Control •. Gommunity -level, .regional level, 
hereditary, special functionaries etc., social control by other agencies. 

2. Mode of acquiring offices. 
3~ Conaol ·exercised .by .traditionally re(:9gIlised • leaders, l"uDctionaries of 

statutory bodies of the region, powerful individuals .belonging. ,to the communi
ty, etc., at the regional level and local level. 

4. Relationship between spheres of social control and agencies of social 
·,·control. 

5. Leadership: for social . ch~nge, for technolpgical change, for politICal 
action and for other organised activities in the community leVel, regional level 
and local level. 

6. Social prestige: method of ~aining sOcia. prestige (by performing ritual. 
merit of feast, associating with hIstoriCal ·a9SOeiation etc.)' syln.'bols of social' 
prestige. 

XV~ SOcial Reform. and Welfare 

1. Social reform movements: 'I-ntensitY:'TeasonsL(for rai5ing"social status, 
establishing traditional norms, for westernisation etc.); history and import of 
the movements . 

. 2:'Sodal.·.welfare:"agency~· religious 'organisation;'community 'as' a whole, 
Govt.,: official andl 'non-officials- 'measures; Role of the' Social welfare meztSures 
and impact. 
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