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FOREWORD 

Although since the beginning of history, foreign travellers and historians have recorded 
the principal marts and entrepots of commerce in India and have even mentioned important 
festivals and fairs and articles of special excellence available in them, no systematic regional 
inventory was attempted until the time of Dr. Francis Buchanan-Hamilton in the beginning of 
the nineteenth century. One of the tasks set before him by a resolution of the Governor
General-in-Council in 1807 was " to examine with as much accuracy as local circumstances will 
admit" : " an account of the various kinds .and amount of goods manufactured in each district ... 
the ability of the country to produce the raw materials used in them ... how the necessary capital 
is procured, the situation of the artists and manufacturers, the mode of providing their goods ... 
commerce: the quantity of goods exported and imported in each district; the manner of con
ducting sales, especially at fairs and markets. " 

That he discharged his duty very thoroughly will appear from his statistical accounts of 
11ysore and the northern districts of Bengal and Bihar. 

The great R.evenue Surveys of the middle of the nineteenth century made no attempt in 
this direction, and accounts of fairs and festivals in districts were neglected until W. W. Hunter 
took up the compilation of statistical accounts again in the last quarter of last century. For 
the purpose of notifying holidays in the East India Company's offices the Board in Calcutta had 
since 1799 been in the habit of "procuring an accurate Bengalee almanac properly authentica
ted by brahmanical astronomy" from the N abadwip Court (letter from Secretary of Board to 
Collector of Nadiya, 5 July, 1799, No. 8217, W. W. Hunter's Unpublished Bengalee MSS 
Records). Satis Chandra Vidyabhusan in his History of Indian Logic wrote that "almanacs were 
prepared by the Pundit Samaj of Nabadwip which were supplied to the Nawab's Court of 
:Murshidabad as well as to the East India Company, the Supreme Court, etc ... the Nabadwip 
Panjika under the imprimatur of Nabadwipadhipateranugya was accepted by all the landlords of 
Bengal". This Nabadwip Paf/,jika which remained the standard almanac for Bengal continued 
in use throughout the first half of the nineteenth century and each issue contained a list of 
important fairs and festivals in every district. A valuable almanac was that published by the 
Vernacular Literature Committee's Almanac published in 1855-6 (1262 B. S.). It gave an 
account of 309 famous fairs of Bengal in its second part. The Gupta Press PanJika or almanac 
which virtually replaced Nabadwip PanJika made its first appearance in 1869 and continued to 
publish a uscfullist of important fairs and festiva1s in the country. But this list was by no means 
exhaustive nor were W.W. Hunter's which he published with each Statistical Account. 

Meanwhile native crafts, industries and objects of artistry decayed rapidly and thoroughly 
as a result of the East India Company's policy of extinguishing them, and official interest in fairs 
and festivals declined, although these occasions, divested of much of their glory; still continued 
to attract livestock, grain, merchandise and handicrafts from far and near. The Imperial Gaze
tteers published between 1880 and 1910 gave a minor place to these important seasonal markets 
or temporary inland ports. Even the District Gazetteers, which still are the fullest and most 
compact accounts of districts, make but casual mention of fairs and festivals in the country and 
attach little economic importance to them. 
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For, indeed, the importance of fairs and festivals-as the meeting ground of livestock and 
agricultural commodities of many religions and many cultures, crafts and motif5 from far and 
near, of ideas and design, workmanship, e)l.cellence, and finish, of tools and appliances, of tre. 
nds of the future and vanishing practices of the past, of adaptability and local variation, of skill 
and imagination-declined with the punitive export policy of the East India Company and the 
unrestricted import of machine-made goods, so much so that at the close of the last century 
fairs and festivals were reduced to a matter of concern only for the Public Health Department. 
They were no longer regarded as important centres of trade and commerce, but were now from 
the Government point of view merely a collection of human beings among whom epidemics were 
to be prevented from breaking out. Fairs and festivals continued to be a matter of law and 
order and the Police Department and the District Board continued to maintain full lists of them 
in their local offices, a source which has so far remained unquarried. 

Following the census operations of West Bengal in 1951, a slim volume, containing a list 
of fairs and festivals arranged according to districts and their Police Stations, was brought out 
~s part of the West Bengal scheme of Census Publications. This list was mainly made up of 
information supplied by District Boards and Superintendents of Police of districts. The two 
lists were collated to make up a comprehensive list containing several columns: the name of the 
village arranged under its district and Police Station, with its Jurisdiction List number, the name 
of the festival or fair by which it is commonly known in the locality, the English month of the year in 
which it is held, the duration of the festival cr fair, and finally the number of persons attending 
it. Although merely a list, and not quite complete at that, this volume attracted attention and 
received the appreciation both of scholars and the general public. Its general value lay in its 
being a compendium and its particular value lay in presenting a distribution throughout the 
country of particular festive occasions. The Superintendent of Census Operations for West 
Bengal, who continued in an honorary capacity, was plied from time to time with requ~sts to 
undertake an extensive survey of the subject which seemed to accord well with the Superin
tendent's own personal desire. For one thing, quite a few of the old and ~raditional fairs and 
festivals of West Bengal are on their way to extinction on account of various forces working 
against them and a record of these rapidly vanishing fairs and festivals could be made only now 
as never again in the future. In the next place, the Census Office considered it its duty to 
sustain by a more searching survey the interest that the publication had aroused. 

A different approach suggested itself as the new task was viewed in terms of collection of 
extensive first-hand material on each fair and festival. It was necessary therefore, in the first 
place, to approach as many individuals as possible in each locality, and not restrict the enquiry 
only to Government or semi-Government sources, Departments or organisations. In the second 
place, a satisfactory questionnaire was considered most essential. A number of aims were kept 
in view in framing the questionnaire. These were: 

(a) The questionnaire should be very simple and precise in language, designed primarily 
for the understanding of a person of primary education standard. At the same time, the ques
tion should be suggestive enough to invite ancillary information. Were this objective achi.eved, it 
should be possible to obtain exhaustive information without irrelevant detail. 

(b) It should succeed in obtaining a clear environmental, social and economic back
ground of the village or place in which a particular fair is held or festival is observed. 
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(c) It should emphasise those aspects of a festival or worship which would bring out the 
details of rituals and religious practices peculiar to the locality. 

(d) It should obtain information not only on the more important and better-known festi
vals or fairs, but also on the less known but otherwise significant faits and festivals. It was de
cided to extend the scope of enquiry beyond those fairs and festivals that are approved and 
licensed by the District authorities, for the latter would be a small number compared to the total. 

(e) It should attempt sufficient information on economic activities and patterns in respect 
of each fair, however big or small. The informations so obtained ·should suggest the scope for 
studying the movement oflocal handiwork and local forms and raw materials. The questionn
aire should also give a list oflocal amusements favoured by the public. 

The questionnaire which was several times pre-tested was finally mailed in 1957 to about 
10,000 addresses in West Bengal on the Business Reply scheme. One of the devices which seems 
to have evinced much responsible reporting was the assurance that each piece of information 
would be fully acknowledged to the correspondent whose address also would be published for the 
benefit of future investigators. 

The information thus collected was sorted district by district and further sub-sQrted by 
Police Stations. The work of compilation, once the preliminary verification and checking of 
the answers was over, was to be in three sections as follows:-

(a) The first section was to contain systematic information on the village, the villagers, 
their occupations, communications and other special featnres, mainly based on Section A of the 
questionnaire. 

(b) The second section was to contain all available information on the festival itself, the 
worship of deities particularly rituals and forms of worship. This would be based mainly on Sec
tion B of the questionnaire. 

(c) The third section, to be based on Section C of the questionnaire, would contain infor
mation about the fair and economic activity and amusement connected with the fair. 

It will doubtless be a matter of great satisfaction to scholars that the scheme was very 
enthusiastically received by all my colleagues when its outline together with the West Bengal 
questionnaire was circulated in February, 1960. My colleagues felt that the Census provided a 
unique opportunity for conducting such a comprehensive survey with the help of the network of 
staff placed by the State Governments at their disposal. State Superintendents were quick to 
recognise that such a survey would be of great help to those who might care to investigate the 
religious centres and festivals, inland trade and commerce, art motifs and designs, circuits of 
trade, ancient trade routes and special manufactures. It would give the student of toponymy 
much valuable clue and the student of history much valuable insight into the organisation of 
markets. 

The proposal to conduct this survey was accepted in the Second Conference of Census 
Superintendents held in August, 1960. Various aspects oJ the survey, then in progress, were 
discussed again in the regional meetings of Census Superintendents held in Trivandrum, Darjee-
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ling and Srinagar in May and June 1961. My colleagues were able to report further progress at 
the Census Social Studies Camp held in December 1961, when several elaborations of the original 
questionnaire and in investigational methodology were also discussed. It was further proposed 
to undertake more intensive surveys of a small number of very important fairs and festivals in 
each State. At the third ponference of Census Superintendents in February 1962 my coBea. 
gues took the further decision to prepare maps of fairs and festivals on the basis of districts and 
even oftehsil or taluks, some States having already made much progress in this direction. 

The scholar will find in these lists much to excite his curiosity. First, they show what an 
extensive network of seasonal and perennial markets, village fairs still provide to native crafts· 
manship and industry. Secondly, they help to connect economic streams with social and religious 
movements. Thirdly, they suggest how a succession of small fairs in a time series culminate in a 
very big fair, almost always in the heart of a particular area, and how this big event gradually sub· 
sides through another time series of small fairs, so that an endless cycle of trade, social and reli
gious intercourse is kept in motion. Fourthly, they insinuate a great deal about what Buchanan· 
Hamilton was charged to investigate a century and a half ago' 'the situation of the artists and 
manufacturers, the- mode of providing their goods, the usual rate of their labour, and any parti· 
cular advantages they may enjoy: their comparative affluence with respect to the cultivators of 
the land their domestic usages, the nature of their sales, and the regulations respecting t heir markets". 
Fifthly, they can very greatly help in reconstructing ancient and not so ancient trade routes in the 
country, and, again, what Buchanan·Hamilton was asked to investigate; "the nature of the 
conveyance of goods by land and water, and the means by which this may be facilitated, especially 
by making or repairing roads". 

NEW DELHI, 
September 5, 1964. 

ASPK MITRA 
REGISTRAR GENERAL, INDIA. 



PREFACE 

I must acknowledge that the inspiration for attem
pting a survey of Fairs and Festivals of Andhra Prade
sh came from a note that the Registrar General of 
India, Sri Asok Mitra, circulated on the efforts he 
made to bring out a compendium of Fairs and Festi
vals of West Bengal, following On the 1951 Census. 

The Survey was somewhat ambitious in scope. It 
was proposed to make a complete and comprehensive 
collection of information on every fair and festival cele
brated in all the villages and towns of the State. The 
fairs and festivals celebrated by the community in diffe
rent areas truly reflect our culture, history and tradi· 
tion. In the present tempo of change of the ways and 
values of life, several of the ancient institutions and 
practices were fast disappearing or falling into disuse. 
Before man's memory would completely lose traces of 
these important links in the cultural history of the peo
ple, it was felt that it would greatly help if a record was 
made, to the extent possible, of all the fairs and festi
vals conlucted even in the N'nJtest villages, forests or 
hills of the State and give whatever account that could 
be obtained on their significance, the description of the 
deities, the details of the ritual etc. , connected with 
every festival. There could not be a more opportune 
occasion than the Census to launch on a scheme such 
as this when it would be possible to reach the nooks 
and corners of the State through the Census Organi
sation. A questionnaire was finalised in advance on the 
advice of the Registrar General. The questionnaire 
forms (given as an Annexure to this preface) together 
with an appeal, which is reproduced below, were gis
tribured amongst the Census enumerators to be answe
red and returned. 

"I am sure you will agree with me that there are big 
gaps in our knowledge of our own country. It is a vast 
land with different regions, each having peculiar customs 
and cultures which if studied would reveal a more com
prehensive picture of our ancient land. Coming to our 
own State, Andhra Pradesh, we must admit that half the 
State is not fully conversant with the details of habits, 
customs and languages of the other half. Each bit has its 
own beauty and variety to reveal in the form of hitherto 
unexplored knowledge to the other half. 

It is my endeavour during the Census Operations of 
1961 to study different aspects of the culture and civili
sation of the people of the entire State and publish in one 
common volume an integrated account of what now forms 
the population of Andhra Pradesh. As part of the studies 
of 1961 Census I am presently engaged in a survey of fairs 
and festivals of Andhra Pradesh for which detailed and 

exhaustive information is being collected. The material so 
collected will be compiled and edited in a volume to be 
published by the Census Office. In order to obtain a 
complete picture of festivals and worship of Gods and 
Goddesses all over Andhra Pradesh, it is imperative that 
we should obtain as detailed information as possible about 
all fairs and festivals that are observed throughout the 
year in every village of Andhra Pradesh. I shall be much 
obliged if you will be good enough to help me in the coll
ection of information on festivals and worship of Gods 
and Goddesses observed throughout the year in your vill
age/town in the questionnaire enclosed." 

I trust you will agree that if we should succeed in 
obtaining full information for each and every village of 
Andhra Pradesh, I shall have prepared a volume remarka
ble for its high degree of thoroughness and comprehensi
veness. Such a volume will be of very great importance 
to many types of scholars. But this aim cannot be achie
ved without your help and co-operation. I am aware that 
you are already under heavy pressure of your own work 
and responsibilities. Nevertheless, I believe that you will 
not hesitate to undertake this burden in order to help me 
to obtain a full and truthful picture of our own country. 
I shall gratefully acknowledge your honorary labour by 
keeping the information permanently recorded under 
your name as the correspondent and shall be obliged if 
you will be good enough to send me your reJJly directly 
by post or through the Census enumerator who visi ts your 
house or the Tahsildar of your taluk." 

The enumerators were mostly village school teac .. 
hers or in a few cases village officers. They had local 
knowledge of the area they were covering. The Census 
Charge Superintendents were requested to issue the 
fairs and festivals questionnaire to the enumerators at 
one of the training classes and collect them back at a 
subsequent training class or at the end of the enumer
ation period after the enumerators had answered the 
questionnaires on the basis of their personal knowle" 
dge and by local inquiries. The appeal was also addre
ssed to various other authorities such as the Commis· 
sioner of Hindu Religious Endowments Board, Muni
cipal Commissioners, Executive Offcers of Panchayat 
Boards etc. Lists of recognised and scheduled fairs 
and festivals for which special arrangements are mad!;) 
annually were also obtained from the District Collec
tors, District Superintendents of Police and District 
Health Officers, etc. A press release was also is~ued 
announcing the scheme and appealing to all interested 
to send whatever information they COUld. 

The response was most encouraging. About 15,000 
questionnaires were returned filled. The quality of the 
replies of course varied from 'exceHent' to 'indifferent' 



depending on the interest that the correspondent him
self had in an enquiry of this nature. By and large 
there was evidence of the considerable trouble that the 
Census enumerator took to ascertain first hand, the 
details of the fairs and festivals in each Village. All 
this meant extra effort outside the normal Census du
ties of the enumerators. I cannot certainly claim that 
the survey was complete and comprehensive in every 
detail. There may have been several fairs and festivals 
that escaped the notice of the enumerator or about 
which the information he was able to gather and present 
scanty. But it can certainly be claimed that whatever 
information that has been gathered at the survey was 
authentic and served as a mine of knowledge about 
little known things in the life of the community. There 
are innumerable religious festivlas connected with cer
tain Gods and Goddesses of particular significance in 
particular areas; there are festivities in commemoration 
of historical and legendary heroes; there are interes
ting and inspiring anecdotes connected with various 
saints that walked our land whose samadhis have con
tinued to be places of worship and veneration to this 
day and had greatly influenced the life of the people 
in certain areas; the holy rivers had their own legends 
and beliefs attached; a variety of curious and interesting 
rituals of worship are practised. The present survey 
has helped to present all these in the form of a com
pendium. 

The filled up questionnaires were sorted out distri
ct-wise and then tal uk-wise. Rejecting those in which 
the information was extremely scanty or insignificant, 
whatever information that could be collected from 
other answers was compiled into a short note or mono
graph for each village or town. An acknowledgement 
is made to the correspondent or source that provided 
the information at the end of the compilation for each 
village. These compendia will be presented in twenty 
volumes, one for each district. These will form a 
part of the 1961 Census series of publications. All the 
Census publication series of Andhra Pradesh State will 
bear a common Volume No. II (the All India Series 
being allotted Volume No. J) and the Fairs and Festi
vals repo:"ts of this State will form Part VII-B of Volu
me II i.e., the Andhra Pradesh series of Census publi
cations. Part VII-B will bear serial numbers within 
brackets which will correspond to the 10catiol1 code 
'number of the disttict covered by the volume. The loca
tion code numbers adopted for the districts are: 

No, 1 Srikakulam District 
No. 2 Visakhapatnam District 
No. 3 East Godavari District 
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No. 4 West Godavari District 
No. 5 Krishna District 
No. 6 GuntuT District 
No. 7 NelJore District 
No. 8 Chittoor District 
No. 9 Cuddapah District 
No. IQ Anantapur District 
No. II Kuruool District 
No. 12 Mahbubnagar District 
No. 13 Hyderabad District 
No. 14 Medak District 
No. 15 Nizamabad District 
No. 16 Adilabad District 
No. 17 Karimnagar District 
No. 18 Warangal Di~trict 
No. 19 Khammam District 
No. 20 Nalgonda District 

In each volume, the matter is arranged tal uk-wise. 
At the beginning of the compendium of each taluk, a 
pictorial map indicating the location of the village 
where a fair or festival is held, the m.me of the deity 
and the period of the fair or festival is shown. The 
serial number of each village covered in the· compen
diumis indicated in the map for easy reference. It may, 
however, be cautioned that the pictures given on the 
map may not exactly represent the actual deity existing 
in the Village. The pictures are only symbolic. 

The note covering each village will first give the 
location of the Village, the composi tion of population, 
and legend, if any, connected with the village, a list of 
temples or other places of worship in the village and a 
description of the deities and it then relates the details 
of the fair and festival, if any, celebrated in the village. 
It is not as though each temple and deity will neces<;a
rily have a festival connected with it. Only those impor
tant festivals and fairs that are celebrated by thecomm. 
unity are therefore described. 

The dates of the festival in the compilation are 
mostly given in terms of Telugu calender in voguein the 
area, as recorded by the correspondents. The TeJugu 
calender, as in Bengal, follows the lunar month consist
ing of 30 luna.r days, beginning on the day of the new 
moon. The following statement gives the Telugu mon
ths and the corresponding period as per the English ca· 
lendar. 

LIST OF TELUGU MONTHS WITH THEIR 
CORRESPONDING ENGLISH MONTHS 

TELUGU MONTHS ENGLISH MONTHS 

Cizaitram March-April 



Vaisakham 
la ish tam 
Ashadham 
Sravanam 
Bhadrapadam or 

Bhadra 
Asviyujam or Asvin 
Kartikam 
Margasiram 
Pushyam or Pausa 
Magham 
Phalgunam 

April-May 
May-June 
June-July 
July-August 
August-September 

September-October 
October-No\ ember 
November-December 
December-January 
January-February 
February-March 

At the end of the compilation of each district tbe 
following are appended: 

(1) A calendar of commC)l1 festivals celebrflted in 
the district together with their description, 

(2) A tal uk-wise statement of all the fairs and 
festivals, 

(3) A tal uk-wise list of markets and shandies, 
and 

(4) A month· wise list of rJirs connected with the 
festivals. This was culled out from the 
tal uk-wise statement of the fairs and festivals. 

The last two lists throw light on the significant role 
played by the fairs and festivals in the economic life of 
the people, the traditional trade routes, the nature of 
articles sold, and the trend of trade, etc. 

The extraction of informu tion from the filled in 
queslionnaires was entrusted to Sri M. K. Nagappa, a 
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retired District Registrar, who had a special aptitude 
for the work, whom I selected in consultation with the 
Commissioner of Hindu Religious Endowments Board 
and appointed as a Research Assistant in my office. 
Information was also gathered from other published 
literature, district gazetteers, articles published in 
newspapers and journals such as Aradhana and Andhra 
Prabha Weekly etc. The Research Assistant also con
ducted local enquiries in a few cases. 

I wish to record my thanks to the host of Census 
enumerators for their fullest co-operation and the un
stinted trouble taken by them in collecting the informa
tion on the prescribed questionnaire purely as a labour 
of love. I wish to also thank the various other officials 
and non-officials such as the Executive Officers of the 
temples etc., who assisted me in compiling the infor
mation. I place on record my appreciation of hard and 
sustained services of my Deputy Superintendents, Sa
rvasri K. Purushottam Naidu and K. Narasimha Rao 
for helping me in finalising the questionnaire and mo
nographs. The Head Assistant Sri P. Pattayya, the 
Economic Investigator Sri Ch. Purnachandra Rao, the 
Statistical Assistant Sri V. Radhakrishna, and Sri 
K. Koteswara Sarma, Computor have also been of ass i
stance in bringing out this volume. My office Artist 
Sri M. Krishnaswamy assisted by Sri P. Subba Rao, 
Syed Ahmed and M. J. Sadiq have produced the Fairs 
and Festivals maps. Shri S. Nageswara Rao, Compu
tor, Shri T. Lokanadham, Assistant Compiler and 
Shri N. C. Hanumantha Reddy, Proof Reader assisted 
in reading the proofs. 

A. CHANDRA SEKHAR, 

Superintendent of Census Operations, 
Andhra Pradesh 



ANNEXURE 

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS OF ANDHRA PRADESH 

Questionnaire 

Name of Village :
Name of Firka :
Name of Taluk :
Name of District :-

A. The Village :-

1. Indicate the location of the village and the chief means 
of communication with the village? Mention the name of the 
nearest Railway Station and its distance and also the motor or boat 
reute and its distance. Give distance by road from Taluk and 
Sub-divisional Headquarters. 

2. Give an account of the history or legend, should there be 
any, connected with the origin of the village. 

3. What are the castes and classes that live in the village? 
What are the chief means of livelihood of the various sections of 
the population? 

4. Give details of places of common religious worship? 

5. What is the religion which majority of the villagers pro- > 

fess. 

B. The worship of deities and festivals in the village 
and fairs in connection with them. 

(i) The Worship of Deities & Festivals: 

6. Name of the festival, its occasion and the time. (Give 
the English as well as Telugu dates). 

7. How ancient is the festival? If there is any history or 
legend connected with this particular festival, please narrate it. 
Is this festival a particular festival of the particular village/areal 
caste/class and limited within its fold? Or. is this festival comm
only and universally held and observed throughout the entire 
district and region? 

8. Is the festival connected with the· worship of any deity? 
Mention the name of the deity with a brief description of the 
image. Is this a common village deity or a personal or family 
deity? Is there any temple or 'Sthan' (sacred abode) for the deity 
in the village? If so, give a description of the same. If the deity 
has no anthropomorphic I or zoomorphic 2 image, then in what 
form is it worshipped? What other temples or places of worship 
are there in the village? Do all communities have access to 
the temple ? 

Human form 
2 Animal form 

9. Is the festival observed in commemoration of the birth or 
death anniversary of any saint or 'Pir'? Gi{e a detailed report on 
the life aDd religious preachings of the saint or the 'Pir', and also 
narrate the history or any traditional story associated with his life. 

10. From what date does the worship of the deity and the 
festival begin? For how many days does it continue? When do 
the preparations for the festival begin? Mention if there is any 
special feature about the preparatory work of the festival. Give 
a detailed chronological de~cription date by date, of the method 
and procedure of the worship and ceremonies. What is the chief 
characteristic of the entire ceremony? Are communal feasts, free 
kitchens (annasatra) and common distribu~ion of 'prasad' orga
nised during the festival? 

11. Are vows of offering made by people to the deity in ful
filment of prayer answered? If so what are the things or objects 
that are usually offered and dedicated as votive offerings? How 
and when are bird or animal sacrifices made? What part of the 
rituals do these sacrifices constitute? 

12. To what class or caste do the principal patrons and fol
lowers of the deity and the festival belong? Give the name of the 
sect ('Varna'), clan (,Gotra') and the h~reditary title ('Padavi') of 
the priest ('Pujari '). 

13. Do non-Hindus participate in the festival associated with 
Hindu deities? Do the Hindus participate in non-Hindu festivals? 
What is the extent of such particiiJation? Are there any festivals 
celebrated in common by all castes and communities in the village? 

14. Is there any congregation of 'Sadhus' and saints of any 
particular religious sect on the occasion of the festival? If so, 
why do they congregate? 

15. What is the general ritu.t1 of observation of religious 
festivals at home? Is fasting or feasting or keeping awake in the 
night, sea or river bath etc., observed on any particular festival 
days? 

(ii) The Fair: 

16. Where is the fair held? On how much land? To whom 
does the land belong-to an individual owner, or is it dedicated 
land? Are taxes, rents, gifts, etc., collected from the fair and 
festival? At what time of the day or night is the fair usually 
held? Is there any particular reason why the fair is held on 
this particular site? 



17. How ancient is the fair? For how many days is it held? 
How many people attend? What are the main castes or classes 
Crom which the largest number of people are drawn? Name. the 
neighbouring villages or unions from which people assembJe? 
How many usually attend? What is the average ratio of males and 
females who attend the fair? What are the main conveyances by 
which the people and pilgrims travel to the fair? 

18. From which places do the shop-keepers and stall holders 
come? Do the same sellers come regularly every year? What 
are the articles or commodities that are brought and sold most? 

19. How many shops, stalls, booths, etc., are'opened in the 
fair? How many sellers sit in the open spaces? What is the figure 
of hawkers and pedlars? 

sell: 
20. Of all the shops, stalls, booths and pedlars, how many 

(a) Food-stuffs-sweetmeats, fried chips and other varie
ties of food. 

(b) Utensils-copper, brass, iron, glass, earthenware, etc. 

(c) Stationery-lanterns, torchlights, looking glasses,com
bs-and various other assorted goods. 

(d) Medicine-Ayurvedic herbs, kaviraji, hakimi, etc. 

(e) Books and pictures-What are the most common types 
of books and pictures that sell best? 

(f) Clothing materials-millmade, handlocm products, 
piece-cloths, readymade garments. lungis, sataranjas, 
mats, etc. 

(g) Agricultural and artisanry implements-What are the 
articles and implements? Are sales of cattle, goats, 
birds and other animals transacted? 

IX 

(h) Arts and crafts-Handloom products, cane and bamboo 
products, clay and wooden dolls, earthenware, basketry, 
etc. Which are the places from where these articles of 
arts and crafts usually come for sale? Do the sellers 
come regularly every year? 

(i) Other miscellaneous articles. 

21. What facilities are available for the boarding and lodging 
of pilgrims or visitors? Are there any choultries? Are any special 
pandals erected? Is any public feeding organised? Do outside 
visitors and pilgrims stay for more than a day for the festival or 
fair? 

22. What are the principal arrangements for catering recreation 
and amusement to the people coming to the fair? Give details of 
sports, sea-saw, circus, magic, gambling, lottery, jataras, theatre~, 
musical soirees,etc., that are organised in the fair. What are the 
most common themes of thejatara and theatres etc.? Which par
ties come and from where do they come? Is there any dramatic 
or entertainment party in the village itself? Give name and address 
of the leader of the party. Is it possible to collect songs and 
themes of the jatara and theatres? Do the same parties come 
every year? How many people do see or hear and participate in 
all the amusements? 

23. Is ita necessary religous ritual to drink alcohol or any 
other intoxicant during the ceremonies of worship and festival? 

24. Other remarks: Describe any other features. 

Name of correspondent: 

Address: 

Occupation: 

Date of sending the reply: 
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Section I 

NELLORE TALUK 

:r.l!evarapalem - Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
~ to the south of River Pennar and 7 miles 

from Nellore. Buses ply in for two trips daily from 
Nellore to Mulumudi and vice versa via Devarapalem. 

The total population of the village is 1,813 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Reddy, Yadava, etc., 236 Scheduled Castes 
people and 734 Scheduled Tribes people. Majority of 
the villagers are Yadavas. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Vedagiri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy temple 
situated on the top of a hill is the only place of war .. 
ship for the people of this village. It is said that the 
Lord came out from the yagnagundam (fire pit) when 
sage Kasyapa was performing yagna (sacrifice). 

Sri Lakshminarasimhaswamy Brahmothsavam is 
celebrated for 10 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi 
to Bahula Panchami (April-May). It is of ancient 
origin and of local significance only. Trustees look 
after the management of the temple. Local Hindus of 
all castes congregate. 

Some shops selling all sorts of articles like eatables, 
utensils, lanterns, Ayurvedic medicines, pictures, pho
tos and clothes are arranged during the Brahmothsa
vam. All these articles are mostly brought from 
Nellore. 

Choultries and hotels are there to accommodate 
the pi1grim~. 

Source: 1961 Census Enumerator, Devarapalem 

2. Nellore-Situated on the 1l0th milestone of 
Madras-Calcutta Grand Trunk Road. It is a railway 
station on Madras-Vijayawada line at a distance of 14 
miles from the Bay of Bengal, 110 miles from Madras 
and 160 miles from Vijayawada. It is on the southern 
bank of the River Pennar. 

The derivation of the. name 'Nell are' is variously 
explained. The town itself boasts of a hoary antiquity 
in t~at it is said to lie in the Dandakaranyam of the 
Ramayana, the primeval forest into which Rama with 

his wife Sita and brother Lakshmana entered during 
their exile from Ayodhya and from which the wife was 
carried away by the Rakshasa king Ravana of Lanka. 
A large town is said to have once stood on the suburb 
of Nellore now known as Dargamitta, occupied by the 
houses of the European residents and the name of this 
town was Simhapuram (lion town) or Vikrama (brave) 
Simhapuram. The idea of Hons may have come from 
the neighbouring forests being infested by lions and 
there is a legend that elephants which sleep in this 
locality always die because their rest is disturbed by 
dreams of lions and to this day a local prejudice exists 
amongst owners of elephants against bringing them to 
the town. Another story is that the town was built 
either by or during the time of Vikram Simha, a local 
chieftain of a remote date. Simhapuram has no appa
rent connection, however, with the name of the town 
that grew up later on its site. 

Two interesting legends about this town are also 
cited below. According to Hindu mythology, Maya, 
the architect of Devas, constructed a lovely and beauti
ful city in the middle of Dandakaranya, the abode of 
wild animals, for his two beautiful daughters Karavalli 
and Suravalli. They were committed to the care and 
protection of the Goddess Kali and other spirits. Vajra, 
the great grandson of Sri Krishna, who was on a hunting 
expedition overcome with fatigue, approached the city of 
Maya's daughters and rested under a Nelli (Philanthus 
emblica) tree. Maya's daughters delighted with and 
enamoured of Vajra's handsomeness carried him 
according to the story, to their mansion and after 
spending an amorous night with him, killed him and 
buried him under the Nelli tree to avoid detection. 
Lord Krishna was informed of this infernal deed by 
Aniruddha, the father of Vajra. Aniruddha made fran
tic efforts to discover his missing son. He is said to 
have appeared in the guise of an old man and got 
from the daughters of Maya the body of Vajra as gift 
and burnt it. The ashes were washed in the waters of 
the Pinakini (Pennar), when they were transformed 
into bones again. Lord Krishna then brought Vajra 
b:Jck to life under the Nelli tree and blessed him. He 
further advised him to conquer the city of Maya's 
daughters. Vajra did so and named the place as 
Vikrama Simhapuri. The spot under the Nelli tree 
was given to Parvathi by Siva as a boon. 
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The other legend relates to the milking of a cow 
of Mukkanti Reddi upon a Lingam. The following 
account of the origin of the name 'Nellore' is stated in 
the Sthala Purana of Mulasthana Iswara: 'Once upon a 
time there was a chief named Trinetrudu or Mukkanti 
Reddi, who had a large herd of cattle and among the 
animals was a cow into which the soul of a Brahman 
woman was supposed to have passed. This cow had a 
revelation that Siva had appeared on earth in the form 
of a stone Lingam. It daily resorted to this stone which 
was situated under a Nelli chettu (tree) (Philanthus 
emblica) and bedewed it with its milk. Mukkanti noticing 
the cow's loss of milk took the herdsman who watched the 
cow to task and when he (herdsman) saw the cow pour 
its milk on the stone, he struck the stone with a sword 
wbereupon blood flowed. He reported what happened 
to Mukkanti, who had a vision in which he saw the 
Lingam and heard a voice telling him to build a temple 
on the spot, which he did giving it the appellation of 
Mulasthana Iswara. ' 

The derivation of the name from the Nelli tree 
seems to have no bearing on the history of the place. 
Historical evidences are not wanting to give a faint 
clue to the origin of the name. In the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, this village was under the domi
nation of the Tamil Pandya Kings of Madura. It is 
possible that these Kings and their vassals obtained 
large quantities of paddy from the surrounding villages 
and the name 'Nelliuru' (mean Nelli - paddy. uru
village), a paddy producing village, might have been 
given to it. It is even surmised by some that the good
ness of the country in general and the convenience it 
offered to the Pandya Kings should have attracted 
their attention and won the appellation Nallauru 
(Nalla - good). The three other names given to the 
town are Lingapuri, Dhanyapuri (grain town) and 
Simhapuri (lion town). 

This town originally formed part of Dandaka
ranya and later part of the Andhra Kingdom and fina
lly passed on to the hands of the Pandyas of Madura. 
During the supremacy of the Pandyas, about the middle 
of the fourteenth century, the village consisted (If not 
more than three streets as seen from a mutilated inscri
ption in Tamil on the western wall of Sri Ranganaya
kulu temple. It is further learnt from the inscription 
that during the 10th year of the reign ,of Kullottunga 
Deva Chola, the head of Pandya Kings of M:'\dur'a, the 
Mudaliyars of the three streets of Nellore or Vikrama 
Simhapuri bestowed a munificent gift of 10 chinnams 
to a certain Peru mal temple at Nellore. Other evidence 
shows that the village was under the rule of early 
Telugu Chola chiefs who were vassals under the power-

ful Kakatiya Kings of Warangal. Another inscription 
throws light on the several gifts of land made for speci
fic purposes by the Pandya Kings to Sri Ranganayakulu
swami temple. Kakatiya King, Sriman Mahamanda-

. leswara Kakatiya Prathaparudradeva Maharajulu 
appears to have made a gift of land for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the temple of Irukalamma still preser
ved on the bund of the Nellore tank and worshipped 
by many. The temple pujari is even to the present 
day enjoying the manyam granted in those ancient 
days. Later on, during the reign of Krishnadevaraya 
of Vijayanagar, the village came to be part of his 
dominion. The successors to the king appear to have 
held sway for some decades even after the fall of the 
empire. When the empire was nearing extinction, the 
country north of the Pennar passed into the hands of 
the Nizam of Hyderabad whilethe portion on the south 
of it was occupied by the Nawabs of the Carnatic. 

The year 1625 is memorable in the history of 
Nellore district, for in that year, the East India Com
pany settlers headed by one Mr. David and assisted by 
a Mudaliar of the locality settled at Dugarajupatnam 
which they finally abandoned in 1699 when the settle
ment was established at Fort St. George in Madras. 

In 1753 this town appears to have been ruled by 
one Nazibulla, the bro~her of the Nawab of Arcot. 
He revolted against the Nawab in 1757. Nazibulla 
was closely watching the European settlers in and 
around the country and at one time seems to have invi
ted the French to the village. Colonel Bussy, the 
French Commander, visited Nellore in September 
1758, and was warmly received as friend and ally 
by Nazibulla. Soon after the defeat of the French at 
Madras, Nazibulla manifested his zeal for the English 
by killing every French man left at Nellore by Bussy. 
Delighted at this, the English appointed Nazibul1a the 
Governor of Nellore, on the specific contract of getting 
30,000 pagodas annually from him, The fort at Nella
re probably constructed by NazibuJla about this time 
measured 1,200 yards from east to west and 600 yards 
in other directions. In the middle of the next year the 
Subedar of Deccan, appointed by the Sultan of Delhi 
threatened an invasion of the district. After the faU of 
Pondicherry in 1761. the Nawab of Arcot with the help 
of the English who despatched an army under Captain 
Colliend subjugated the NeJlore district after storming 
the fort. Between the years 1768 and 1782 the English 
were engaged in the Mysore Wars and when Tippu Sul
tan fell in 1781, the revenues of the Carnatic were 
assigned to the English for a period of five years, the 
Nawab of Arcot receiving ,one-sixth of the revenues for 
his expenses, It was then that Nellore passed into the 
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bands of the English for the first time; the manage
ment of the district however was completely taken 
over by them in 1790. Mr. Deighton, the then Colle
ctor spared no pains in fixing the Government share 
of produce to be collected from the ryots. There 
existed a dual Government till about 1801 when the 
Nawab finally ceded the district to the British and since 
then it has been under British control. 

Any narration about Netlore is incomplete without 
a mention of 'Kavi Brahma' Thikkana Somayaji (Kavi 
Brahma - creator of poetry). He is one of the three 
authors of no less an epic than Mahabharatha which 
is called 'Panchamaveda' (the fifth Veda). In fact he 
wrote 15 of the 18 cantos of the epic. He was the poet
laureate of King Manumasiddhi of Nellore andrende
red great service during a critical period. Nakkana 
and Bayyana became powerful and practically over
threw Manumasiddhi who could not subjugate them 
by himself. Thikkana went to Ganapathi Raju of 
Warangal who had known about his fame and received 
him with great honour. G2.napathi had his own trou
bles with the Jains and Buddhists who were decrying 
Vedas and Vedic religion. Thikkana Somayaji defeated 
them in a debate and wiped out their influence from 
the kingdom. He obtained military help of Gana
pathi Raju for his King and established peace in Manu
masiddhi's kingdom by putting down Nakkana and 
Bayyana. He rendered yet another service to Hindu
ism. The serious differences between Vaishnavites and 
S:livites were very great, disturbing peace in society. 
Throughout his work, he maintains the identity of the 
Lords Hari and Hara which advocacy in so great and 

. popular an epic could not fail to reform the fanatics of 
both the schools of thought. Finally he dedicated his 
great work to Lord Hariharanatha who can be said to 
be a Lord of his own conception, so far as Nellore is 
concerned. A number of research scholars tried to 
find out if there was any temple or at least an idol of 
Lord Harihara among the numerous temples at Nellore 
and they did it with all sincerity and earnestness. They 
have arrived at the definite conclusion that the Lord 
was invoked by the poet to prove his ,contention of 
the oneness of H!lrihara. 

The other of Nellore fame is 'Khadga Thikkana' 
or 'Rana Thikkana' (Thikkana with the epithets.or 
titles 'sword' and 'war'). He was the cousin ofThikkana 
Somayaji the poet and he was both the Minister and 
army commander of Manumasiddhi. He was a great 
warrior and his wife Chanamma has made a great 
name in Andhra History as a great heroine. Katama 
Raju was the ruler of Yerragaddapadu in Kanigiri-

seema. He was a Yadava with great herds of cattle 
,maintained by his subjects. Once there was a severe 
and chronic famine and the Kanigiri pastures dried up 
completely. The herds were taken to the pastures 
of Manumasiddhi Raju for grazing and Katamaraju 
agreed to pay grazing fees. The cowherds of Katama
raju began to kill the wild animals in the forests of 
Manumasiddhi to protect their cattle. The forest tribes 
(Kirathas) who lived by hunting the wild animals kill
ed certain cows of the Yadavas in turn. They had the 
support of their King because Katamaraju's uncle 
killed the parrot of Manumasiddhi's concubine when it 
strayed into the forest. With this as a pretext, Kata
maraju refused to pay the grazing fees and Manuma
siddhi attempted to capture the herds. This led to a 
war. A score of rulers came to the assistance of 
Manumasiddhi and the combined army was led by 
Khadga Thikkana. Some other rulers joined Katama
raju and the army was led by Brahmarudraiah, 
Minister of Chinnamanaidu. They met at Panchalingala 
hill on the banks of Paleru. Khadga Thikkana met 
with a reverse and deserted the battle field. When 
he returned home, the citizens derided him; the 
father condemned him for having disgraced the militant 
family in which he was born, the position of a com
mander, the sword he held and his title. When he 
entered the bath r00m he was surprised to find turme
ric and other arrangements usual for a lady's bath and 
asked his wife for an explanation. She taunted-

Pagaraku vennichchinacho 
:$li-a ~<il~ ~,'tc1;:j0~ N'dils\::i'00 l$JS 

Nagare ninu magathanampu nayakulendun 
:D.:i/)J0'"~0J"C5 ~ac!b .._ 

Muguradavara mythimi 
;S~~~ ese.?S':o$:ro~ ;Sw':;:$actJS 

Vagapetiki jalakamada vachchinachotan" 

Meaning - You have become a laughing stock among 
men of valour by fleeing from the battle field. 
We are now three women at home - your mother, 
myself and yourself. Thikkana went to the dining hall 
and the mother wantonly served spoilt milk and explai
ned-

"";;$O(l~:D.:ill :$eb,:)Jo 

Asadrusamuga nariveerula 
~~~w..)S' ::leI\;SiXl..) ~il 0500 ~dilS 

Masipuchchaka virigivachchu maga pandakriyan 
li;;;~S -.&dill'l fr=:$ 

GasilVun meyaga boyina 
051fl~6 :;)0,'\:$:> {jS'lr .r-e:oS::lO'RS 

Pasuvul viriginavi Thikka palunvirigen" 
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Meaning-Like a coward that has fled from the battle 
field, a pasture field for a warrior, the cows also have 
come back and the milk is spoilt - (There is a pun on 
the word Virigen - :l5"RS and :le3"RS) 

Thikkana left the food, got up, returned to the 
battle field, fought like a frenzied hero, killed the enemy 
and died in the battle field. 

The total population of the city is 106,776 and it is 
made up of the foHowing communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria(Raju), Telaga, Kapu, Reddy, 
Kamma, Nayibrahmin, Sale~ Kalavanthulu, Marwari, 
Balija, Yadava, Kuruva, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(6,463)-Mala, Madiga, etc.; and Scheduled Tribes 
(8,291)-Yanadi, Yerukula, Bagata, Gadaba, Chenchu, 
Koya, etc.; Sikhs; Jains; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour , trade, match ipdustry, cigar industry 
and other traditional occupations. 

The details and description of the places of worship 
in Nellore are given hereunder. 

SRI THALPAGIRI RANGANATHASWAMY TEMPLE 

Thalpagiri Ranganathaswamy temple is one of the 
important temples of Nellore. It is just on the sou
thern bank of riyer Pennar. The first entrance facing 
east has the galigopuram . (the main tower) on it. It is 
96 ft. high and has seven kalasams (pinnacles) - all of 
gold, the middle one being over 6 ft. in height. The 
seven appear to have cost about a lakh of rupees. The 
entrance itself is so high that the Lord on a six feet 
high garudavahanam can easily be taken on shoulders 
through the entrance. Between this and the second 
entrance there is Asthana mantapam. On entering, 
we find the kitchen in the south-west corner. On the 
south Sukravaramantapam is the first. In it Ranga
nayaka Thayar is decorated within the temple com
pound on Fridays before taking in procession. Next 
is the A/ankara mantapam where the Lord is decorated 
before procession. Next comes the Addalamantapam
walled with high class mirrors arranged at proper 
angles with an elevated and decorated seat for the 
Lord in the centre. When the deity is placed on the 
seat, hundreds of images are reflected and fe-reflected 
presenting a panoramic view The painting of Lord 
Krishna's picture on the ceiling of this mantapam has 
the special significance that if 8 people stand in the 
eight corners of the mantapam, each one experiences 
that the Lord is looking at him. That is the special 
work of the artist. Next is the temple of Ranganayaka 

Thayar. In between this medium sized temple and 
the main temple, there is the Kannadimantapam for 
Kannadiseva where a big sized mirror is kept for the 
Lord to look at and adjust His dress and decoration 
before starting for the procession. The entrance from 
the river side follows. To its north, Vighneswara is 
housed in a small mantapam. On the northern side of 
the main temple, there are the spacious temples of Sri 
Andal, the Vahanasala, the big Alwar mantapam with 
a mukhamantapam and the Yagnasa/a. The store 
house and the office room are to the north of the ent
rance and the 'strong room' (room having cash chest) 
is upstairs. 

The Lord is in the lying posture on the seven hooded 
Adisesha (Serpent King) with Brahma in the nabhi 
(umbilicus) and Sridevi and Bhudevi at the feet. A mea
sure is at the head representing the one He used when 
entrusted as Govindarajaswamy of Tirupati to pay back 
the loan to Kubera on behalf of Lord Venkateswara 
of Tirupati. The deity is neither of metal nor of stone. 
It is of brick and mortar and as such there is no custom 
of abhishekam with water. Including this image, there 
are the usual Panchaberams in the sanctum sanctorum. 
They are the Kouthukaberam (beram is image) to 
whom the daily worship is first accorded, the uthsava
bhera used for procession, the Snapanabhera who pre
sides over the daily darbar in the mahamantapam and 
the balibhera who is the embodiment of anger and 
thamasaguna representing the destructive as.pects of the 
Lord~ Of the vahanam's (vehicles) the gold garuda 
(sacred eagle) is of special note. It is 5 feet high and 
is worth about a lakh of rupees. The gold palanquin 
is worth a lakh and the gold cot costs over Rs 60,000. 
The silver palanquin is worth Rs. 7,000. The great
ness of the ThaJpagiri Kshetram is described in 
Brahmandapuranam in detail. Thalpa means bed and 
girt means hill. It is the hil1 on which LOId Vishnu is 
sleeping. In order to live in Bhoolokam with His 
consort Lakshmi, the Lord desired Adisesha to be
come a hill in this world. Accordingly, Adisesha became 
a hill on the banks of the Pennar River and its peak 
began to grow reaching the Heaven. The people of this 
world could easily reach Heaven even without perfor
ming sacrifices. Devas lost their share in the sacrificial 
offerings. When this was brought to the notice of 
Lord Vishnu, he touched the hill with His feet and it 
was reduced to the present height. Adisesha was assu
red that River Pennar had become sacred as Ganga 
because of His presence thet e and that on a future day 
He would settle down on the hill at the request of 
Kasyapa Muni. Accordingly, Kasyapa Maharshi under 
the direction of Narada did a great penance and obtai
ned a boon from Lord Vishnu to settle at Thalpagiri 
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sanctifying the place and the river. The Lord is facing 
west, i. e., facing Kamakshi of Zonnawada and Nru· 
simhaswamy of Vedagiri that are associated with the 
sacrifice performed by Kasyapa at this spot. 

Nellore was the northern boundary of Cholaman
dalam and people of those parts used to have the 
darsanam of Vaikuntadwaram at Thalpagiri instead of 
going to Srirangam for the purpose on Mukkoti Eka
dasi day. The. stone inscription of Samudragupta's 
Allahabad conquest reveals that Nellore was under 
Ugrasena, a Pallava King at that time. As Pallavas 
(4th to 7th century) were the devotees of Lord Vishnu, 
they improved the Kshetram. During the subsequent 
Chola rule, Kulothunga Chola and others endowed 
certain villages to the temples. There are stone inscrip. 
tions testifying this. From the 11 th century A. D. Tha
musiddhi Thikkabhupathi and Manumasiddhi and other 
rulers of the Simhapuri branch of Cholas endowed 
lavishly for the daily worship of the Lord. The Pandya 
King Sundara Pandya who defeated Manumasiddhi en
dowed a village for the worship of the Lord du~ing a 
manda/am (a period of 48 days) and this is borne out 
by a stone inscription.· During the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, the vassals of the Kakatiya em
perors, Manmaganda Gopalas, MadhuranthikaPaththiki 
Chola Sri Ranganatha and others improved the temple 
with endowments. There are indications that Ravivarma 
Kerlas, Chakravakas, Narayanas and Gaj:~pathis served 
the Lord. In the 15th century, Harihara II constructed 
a mantapam and gifted in kind. The Reddy Kings did 
their mite for the temple. On the walls of the old 
tower which appears to have existed in the place of the 
present tower, a stone inscription recorded that the 
temple was built by Janamejaya. Who this Janame
jaya was, is a matter for conjecture. He may be the 
descendant of the Pandavas, as there are two temp1es 
of Panda vas in Nellore. But the life of Sri Venkatadri
swami varu whose life sketch is in print in the form of 
a Harikatha is responsible for the repairs of the tower 
and keeping the gold kalasarns on it. His original 
name, before he became a sanyasi, was Alluru Venkata
ramanadasu. He belonged to Akula Alluru of Ongole 
Taluk, then of Nellore District. He spent nearly a crore 
of rupees for giving jewellery to the Lords at Sriran
gam, Tirupati, Kanchi and other temples. His great 
grandfather was a greater sou\. Sri Yerfagudi Ven
katachalam Panthulu (19-9-1801 to 26-10-1874) belon
ged to Karedu of Kandukur Taluk. He was the She
rishtadar of Nellore Civil and Sessions Court. He 
knew Sanskrit, Parsi, Telugu and Kannada languages. 
He was so great and learned that even sanyas is used 
to come to him for discussion on Vedanta and to take 

lessons from him. For their convenience, he construe., 
ted Sankara Matam. In 1835, he constructed Chitra
kootam and got painted on its walls Ramayanarn, 
Dasavathararns and Krishna Lee/as. He constructed a 
pond and laid a garden around. But the 1874 floods 
had left only a few relics of this building. 

Sri Yerragudi Venkatachalam Panthulu was res
ponsible for the construction of the 96 ft. high gopurarn. 
In the month of Sravanarn of Viswavasu year (1845 
A. D.), Srivanamamalaijeyyangar, the head of the 
Thengalai Vaishnavas visited Nellore and halted iQ 
Chitrakootam. He did not have the darshan of the Lord 
as the Kshetrarn was not considered by him as very im· 
portant. One night a Brahmin caned him in his sleep 
and asked him how His abode was useful to him when 
he had no use for Himself. The next day, he went 
to the temple and had the darshan, theertharn and 
prasadarn of the Lord. He sent for the Panthulu and 
asked him to construct the tower, donating a hundred 
rupees. Panthulu raised donations and finished this 
96 feet high tower in 14 years. The sea can be seen 
from the seventh storey. The white stone and the huge 
stone frames for the entrance had to be brought from 
Buchireddipalem, 10 miles from Nellore and then taken 
to the temple site across the broad sandy Pennar river. 
One of the four entrance frames stuck up in the river 
and no effort could move it an inch. Panthulu took up 
his Tharnbura (stringed instrument to the accompani. 
ment of which sages sing the praise and prayer of the 
Lord) and began to sing the following prayer which is 
being sung in ecstatic devotion by thousands of the 
Lord's devotees even today. 

"bon N'hll:S cl:DolS i:l"cl:D~0~ bon 

Ranga nameeda yanda chayakundu Ranga 

~:ltfaf.)oJlS ~~oJro §""-D,j@<:icl:Dg 60X 

Mandaleswaruda neemarugu jochchithinayya Ranga 

OOOl)oSt:l,j e£~e'.Tt:l,j 0"lS:! cili~i&~ tioX 

Rayivachchi jaladhichochchi radu emisethu Ranga 

cili~cT~:S~ OOOl)lblS:~ -;;loSe, 8bo:mi"i'~ boX 

Yetilonullna rayineedva nevari tharamugadu Ranga 

05~r~.~ S"~.J§",,::l 05;S(lot:l o:mN.l ti oX 

Pattusalva kappukoni pavalinchi yunna Ranga 

Ci.1>0i} t>M N'~oollow' ~~ t5 oX 

Yentha vedina namoralinchavemi Ranga 

052§""olS coli N'gC 05o<r~elCScl:DS boti 

Pallikonda Ranga natho panthamelanayya Ranga 

,;)~"'fu<S:lro -;;l~(r cm~oJi"i' '£Joto:m ti oX 

Thellatenugu nekki yeduruga vencheyu Ranga 

~UliSt:l,j ~n;.l N'cm f;!)~o:miJoi};3~ i:S oi"i 

Aluchachchi monnanaye Adiyuchinthaledu Ranga 
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~lltr~b~ ~b~ S'"~:SM;$@g oo~ 
GaJigopuramu koraku .kashtapadithinayya Ranga 

~lO't\l~ c:l"~~~~ cmoU'~&;S;s, ~O"llo;J~:l> O'or. 

Yerragudi dasudipudu yenthavedinanu moralimpa vemi Ranga" 

After he finished this appeal, the stone pillar 
moved with the minimum effort and was brought to the 
work spot. On 25-10-1874 the water level rose in the 
river. The original image was immersed in water. 
The procession images were removed to the third storey 
in the main ~ower for safety. Panthulu was deeply 
engaged in japam. His son Varadayya brought him the 
news. He said ' "'!:;:'N'-atlana; (Is it so?) and went 
into· samadhi, waited for the Brahmamuhoortham (a 
sacred moment) the next day and gave up the earthly 
coil on 26-10-1874. He encouraged friends and the 

. generous pUblic for adding palanquins and other vehi
cles to the temple. Srimathi Vemugunta Bojjamma, 
wife of Sri Venkata Rao, the thet\ TahsiIdar of Nellore 
was a devotee of note in those days. Annually on the 
Chiluka Dwadasi day, f, e., on Karthika Suddha Dwa
dasi (October-November) she used to get the Lord on 
the gold garuda to the mantapam near her house and 
celebrate His marriage with the Goddess of her choice 
and reverence, namely, Tulasi. This function is conti
nuing even after her death. Muppirala Pedda Nrusim
hacharyudu got prepared 'rathnala vylumudi' (a jewel 
with precious stones). He died in 1909 when there 
was again a great flood as in the case of Sri Venkata-

. chalam Panthulu. The service rendered to the temple 
by his brother's son, Chinna Narasimhacharyulu is 
great. It is he that got the gold garuda prepared and 
constructed the Addalamantapam. He got woven a 
panch a {dhoti) and an ulhareeyam (upper cloth) in silk 
for the Lord. He had it woven under his direct super
vision in his own house. It is the practice of the 
weavers to use saliva from the mouth freely where they 
had to patch up broken threads while weaving. He 
strictly forbade it; supplied them with a cup of water 
to use instead and sat with them watching. The work 
had to be stopped and the room closed if he could not 
supervise the work. One speciality about this clothing 
is that he had got woven the Lords sahasranamams 
(thousand name!;) with gold lace work. Each name is 
complete with the prefix Om and the suffix namaha and 
each letter occupies two inches in length. The pancha 
or dhoti is 5 yards long and Ii yards wide and contains 
seven hundred and fifty of the thousand names and 
the upper cloth is 5 yards long and contains 250 names. 
Similarly the procession deity has a dhoti five cubits in 
length containing the ashtotharanamams (hundred and 
eight names) of the Lord. The saree of the Goddess 
(Ammavaru) is six yards long containing Her ashtotha-

ranamarns (hundred and eight names). Ramanuja's 
dhoti is six yards long with His ashtotharanamams. 
Godadevi is provided with a langa (skirt) and a pyta 
(saree) with Her ashtotharanamams. AU these are of 
silk and the letters of gold are two inches in size; and 
all this is the work of Chinna Narasimhacharyulu. He 
got weavers with special skill from the south. When 
.he fell ill and was too weak to go up for collecting 
funds for this costly undertaking, he used to talk to the 
Lord, as if he were a friend listening to him, to help 
him with donations and' money came to him from un
expected quarters. He lived till 1940 and after his 
death a number of eulogies have been composed about 
him. An inscription on the dwajasthambham records 
the fact that it was the gift of Srimati Yamuna Baya
mma, wife of the then Tahsildar, Sri Ananda Rayudu, 
made in 1837 . 

Special interest is evinced in the Panniddavalwars 
(the twelve Srivaishnava saints). They have been 
given great cognizance in this temple. Their images 
in stone have been installed in a big temple and each 
has got a m~tal ufhsava vigraham ( procession image ). 
The latter are taken in a procession in the town 
along with the Lord on the birth day of the 
concerned saint and the birth day is celebrated in a 
fitting manner. Ramanuja has, as mentioned above, 
a costly dhovathi (dhoti) and his birth day cele
brations continue for some days. Poyihai Alwar. 
Poodaththalwar and Periyalwa,t are three great Yogis 
who were first noticed together at Thirukhonalur and 
they have wrjtten books of prayer. Mudal Thiruvandadi, 
Yirandam Thiruvandadi and Mundan Thiruvandadi 
respectively. Thirumalise Alwar was born in the place 
of that name and wrote Nanmukhatn Thiruvandadi 
and Thiruchchanda Viruththam. 

Nammalwar Was born in Alwar Thirungari in 
Tirunalveli district after long prayers t~ the Lord by 
his mother who was issueless then. For 10 days, the 
mother noticed no movement in the baby. There was 
no cry and no hope of normal life. The mother was. 
disgusted and left the baby at the dhwajasthambham 
asking the Lord to take back the child he gave her. 
The child rolled into the big hollow of a tamarind 
tree nearby and spent there without food. sleep or 
answering· calls of nature. Normal growth was main
tained. At the end of 16 years, Madhura Kavi Alwar, 
one of the Alwars born in Tinninone Thiruthambur 
visited him. Another 16 years of this great saint were 
spent in dictating four books to Madhura Kavi. They 
are Thiruvirutham, Thiruvasiyam. Periya Thiruvan
dair and Thiruvayimuli. These look like the overflow 
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of the divine experience and joy gained during the 16 
years of silence and occupy a great place in Vaishnava 
literature of Tamilnad. In fact the daily evening dis· 
course before the Godadevi temple within the com
pound of Sri Ranganathaswamy temple, which is a regu
lar function is mostly from one of these, the others being 
selected now and then. He died at the age of 32 years. 
Madhurakavi wrote Thinninor Siruththanbur after
wards. Kulasekhar A)war born in Kulasekharam of 
Tiruvancore estate was a great Kshatriya and a Rama· 
bhaktha. He had left behind Peru mal Thirumuchi. 
Periyalwar born in Srivilliputtur of Madhura District 
was a great devotee of Lord Vishnu known also as 
Vishnuchitta. He was a regular worshipper of the 
Lord with flowers. He has written two books, Periya
[war Thirumuji and Pallandu. The ninth is Thonda
redi Podiyalwar a great devotee of the Lord. He 
wrote Thirumalai and Tirupalli Yejichi, before he 
joined the Lord. He was also known as Vipranarayana 
and had dedicated his life for the service of the Lord. 
But one Devadevi became enamoured of his handsome
ness and desired family life with him. Her attempts 
failed. She realised that his devotion to the Lord was 
too great to conquer him. At the same time she was 
bent upon winning his love. She created a problem for 
the Lord by comp:etely foregetting herself in His 
devotion in order to gain her end. The Lord granted 
her desire and salvation to Vip,anarayana along with 
her after they led a family life for some time. The 
tenth is Thiruparliyalwar, a great songster and Vishnu
bhaktha who has left behind his devotional work 
Amalanadiviram. Thirumangayalwar was born in 
Thiruvanguru of Tanjore District and engaged himself 
in writing Thirumujedi, Thirivedu Kuthuru Kai, Peri
yathiruvodam Siriyathirumadal, Thirunadumdanda
ham and Thirukkurudandaham. 

The twelfth is Godadevi of whom Amukthamalyada, 
a great poetical work was written in Telugu by Srikrish
na Devaraya. Her devotional literary work is Piruppava
tnnachiyar Thirumali. She is an Ayonija (not born to 
human beings). While a devotee was digging earth to 
plant tulasi (ocimum sanctum), a box and a child in it 
were found. Attempts to get her married failed. She 
claimed that Lord Ranganayaka of Srirangam was her 
husband. walked to Srirangam and dedicated her life 
to the Lord and merged in Him. Her popular name 
'Amukthamalyada' gained currency because of the 
fact that she obtained the grace of the Lord that only 
the flowers that she wore should be accepted by Lord 

. Ranganatha. These 12 saints occupy a very great 
pl~ce a~ong Srivaishnavas and at Nellore they get 
dally pUJa and offerings and their birth days are cele
brated annually on a grand scale. 

Devotees experience unfailing grace of the Lord on 
all occa.sions. In 1893 Sri Vavilakolanu Subba Rao, 
author of Telugu Valmiki Ramayanam visited Nellore 
and wrote Thalapagiri Ranganayaka Sathakam (a book 
of hundred verses in praise and prayer of Ranganayaka) 
within a short time of 3 hours. 

Rangaoatbaswamy Brahmothsavam: 

At Nellore, the annual festivals in the several 
temples are celebrated with as much devotion and 
interest as the temples are maintained. The most impor
tant is Sri Thalpagiri Ranganathaswamy Brahmothsavam 
celebrated for 11 days from Phalguna Suddha Dasami 
to Bahula Panchami (February-March). The festival 
is inaugurated on the first day with ankurarpanam 
in the evening. In the morning of the second day, 
there is the flag hoisting before the Lord is taken in 
procession in the gold palanquin. The procession in 
the night is on seshavahanam (serpent). The idols 
taken in procession on vahanams (vehicles) which are 
about five feet high give an impressive appearance. 
These processions are on suryaprabha (sun) and hamsa 
(swan) on the third day, simham (lion) and moon or 
ponnamanu (a tree sacred to the Lord) on the fourth, 
gold palanquin and Hanuman on the fifth and in an 
ordinary palanquin on the sixth morning. It is on 
the sixth night that the Lord is taken in a procession 
in the important streets of the town on the one lakh 
rupees worth of gold garuda (sacred kite) vahanam. 
Marriage ceremony is on the seventh morning and the 
procession in the night is on elephant while it is 
in punyakoti vimanam soon after the marriage in 
the morning. At 8-30 in the morning, the car festival is 
celebrated with thiruchi at 11 a. m. On the 9th day 
there is a function known as thiruppayindadal at 3-30 
p.m.and aswavahanam (procession on horse) in the 
night. Pranayakalahothsavam an interesting function 
of angry exchanges between the Lord and the divine 
Consort each represented by a party of pandits and, 
theerlhawari (bathing function) is on the tenth morning. 
That night there is the procession inpunyakotivimanam. 
The function concludes on the last day with davanothsa
vam. 

The dhyanam (recitation) at Thalpagiri Ranganatha
swamy temple is as follows: 

"~~8 ~~ ;$:J' ~o'~e~ [:)er;J_ ~1\5~8 
-JI _. Q 

Sriyah kantho nantho niravadhika nirdosha vibhavah 
1\5~~':lW'::N';) C)if~ fJritN W'i(:.,U'o$~5J 

Bhavadhvasranthanam disathu jagatham sasvathapadam 
~~;) c>il;;5.,<;oU'g'S".,<; ifdS:<:i elllEl ~cl~g l\5;>£li~5J 

Padam yassvanthyakva sayan a sikharee kruthya bhujagam 
~"'o ~ N'N'~ tS ~i~i)'S"o iJ.~ ~;5;s" 

Sahanthe nanathara dagalhikam pa!hu mavanow." 
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Besides the Brahmothsavam, the following festivals 
are celebrated at the temple. 

1. Udayavarula Uthsavam or Ramanujacharya Jayanti: 
This is celebrated for ten days from Chaitra 
Bahula Ekadasi (March-April) and concludes 
with the Arudra nakshatram. 

2. Nammalwar Jayanthi: This is celebrated for a 
day in Vaisakha nakshatram at the close of Vaisa
kham (April. May). 

3. Periyalwar Jayanthi is celebrated in Ashadham 
(June-July) during Swathi nakshatram and the 
Lord's procession on garuda is a special function 
on the occasion. 

4. Tholidwadasi on Ashadha Suddha Dwadasi (June
July) when Ihe Lord's procession on gold garuda 
vahanam is a special function. 

5. Godadevi Jayanthi in Sravanam (July-August) 
Pubba nakshatram being the cNterion. 

6. Pavithrothsavam is celebrated for six days in Bha
drapadam (August-September) concluding with 
poornahuthi on Suddha Purnima. 

7. Navarathrulu are celebrated for 10 days from 
Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Dasami(September
October). 

8. Kartheeka Suddha Dwadasi known as Ksheerabdhi 
Chiluka Dwadasi (October-November), the Lord 
is taken in procession on gold garuda vahanam. 
On Purnima, Kriththika Deepothsavam or the fes
tival of lights is celebrated. 

9. The entire period of 30 days from Margasira 
Bahula Dwadasi (November - December) is 
celebrated as the period of a vratham by Andal 
Tayar (Godadevi) which concludes on Bhogi with 
Her marriage with the Lord on the 13th January 
and paruveta on the Kanuma day, the 15th of 
January. 

10. Mukkoti Ekadasi is celebrated on Pushya Suddha 
Ekadasi (December-January). But pagalpaththu 
and rapaththu celebrations are commenced ten 
days earlier and conclude ten days later. The 
festival is known as Thiruvadhyayanothsavam. 

11. The procession of the Lord on gold garudavahanam 
on Rathasapthami - Magha Suddha Sapthami 
(January-February) is another chance for. the 
pilgrims to witness the grand procession. 

12. Phangunyuthsavam in Phalgunam (February-Mar
ch) -Uththara Phalguni nakshatram is the deciding 
factor for the conclusion of the festival which is 
celebrated for five days. This is otherwise known as 

the Avatharothsavam of Ammavaru. Great impor. 
tance is attached to this and Puranasravanam about 
the greatness of the Lord, the sacredness of river 
Penna and the life of Ammavaru who is believed 
to be an avatharam (incarnation) of Lakshmi. 

Detailed description of the several celebrations and 
festivals in this temple takes the narration to several 
pages. To state briefly, the days on which there is no 
celebration of one type or the other are few and far 
between. Everyone of the several Vaishnava festivals 
and especially the procession of the Lord are celebrated 
with special interest. Sri Rama Navami, Vaikunta 
Ekadasi, Bheeshma Ekadasi, and Krishnashtami are 
noteworthy celebrations. The other festivals are Bhogi. 
Sankranti, Rathasapthami, Ugadi, Nrusimha Jayanthi, 
Hanumajjayanthi, Dasara, and Naraka Chathurdasi. 
In addition to these, the birth day of everyone of the 
Panniddaralwars to whom great importance is given 
here as described above is celebrated with the process
ion of the concerned Alwar along with the Lord and 
Ammavaru (consort) on the birth day of the Alwar. 
The birtb day celebration of Sri Ramanujacharya lasts 
for full ten days. The gaps are filled by the several 
devotees who fulfil their vows by arranging for the pro
cession of the Lord on one or the other of the vehicles 
as per their desire and capacity. On a smaller scale, 
the activities at the temple compare favourably with 
those at Tirupati and this temple is known as Sri 
Rangam of the north. Brahmothsavam and the other 
festivals are very ancient and the former is of al1 
India importance. The others are of local importance. 
The management is done by a committee of Trustees 
with an Executive Officer appointed by the Andhra Pra. 
desh Religious and Charitable Endowments Depart
ment. The assets of the temple comprise 283 acres of 
wet land (costing Rs. 5,000/- and more per acre) 
and 270 acres of dry land.· Gold and silver vahanams 
and jewels are valued at five lakhs of rupees and there 
is nearly rupees one lakh of reserve fund. The annual 
income. of the temple is about a lakh of rupees. 
Hundreds of Hindus of this and the neighbouring 
places visit the temple every day and the festival days' 
attract thousands from the neighbouring taluks. Bra
hmothsavam attracts nearly a lakh of Hindus from all 
over India and the South in particular. The pujari is 
a Vaishnava Brahmin of Athreya got ram with heredi
tory rights on monthly salary. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. 

In this city there are all facilities for the pilgrims. 
For five of six important days, extra shops are put up 
in the vicinity of the temple to meet the requirements 
of the pilgrims. During the Brahmothsavam, more 
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• shops s'elling eatables, utensils, lanterns, mirrors and 
combs, pictures and photos, handloom cloth, mill cloth, 
readymade garments, toys, baskets and agricultural 
implements are opened. The Agricultural Department 
runs an exhibition for three days. There are choult
ries where free feeding is arranged. 

,SRI MULASTHANESW ARASWAMY TEMPLE 

Another important temple at Nellore is that of Lord 
Mulasthaneswaraswamy. The Sivalingam is believed 
to have been installed by the Panchagnula family and, 
Kantapathula Papireddy constructed this temple about 
100 years back. Bhuvaneswari, the divine consort, 
and image of Veerabhadra with Daksha are housed in 
small temples in the premises. The stone Basaveswara 
(Bull God) and a metal Nataraja and, an image of 
Lord Venugopalaswamy in a small temple within the 
spacious temple of Lord Siva are noteworthy indicating 
the local belief from the beginning that Hari and Hara 
are one. In the south-west corner of the temple com
pound, there is a big ant-hill considered to be the 
abode of Lord Subrahmanyeswara which is worshipped 
during Nagulachavithi. There is a gigantic image of 
Ganapathi in front of the temple in a mantapam. 

Sri Mulasthaneswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is 
celebrated for 12 days from Magha Bahula Navami 
(January-February). It commences with ankurarpanam 
on the first day. Dhwajarohanam (flag hoisting) is on 
the second morning with simhavahanam celebrations 
in the evening. The vahanam for the procession on the 
third day with the income from the immovable pro
pertyendowed by late Kotra Venkata Subbamma is on 
purusha mrugam (an imaginary animal of the tiger spec
ies) and that on the fourth day the procession is on 
silver idol of Ravana with the income from the immo- ' 
vable property endowed by late Modim Venkata 
Subbaiah Shreshti. The fifth day falls on Mahasivaratri. 
G innebhiksha, representing the bh ikshatanam or begging 
of Lord Siva. Om Namassivayanama ekaham (repetition 
of the man tram 'Om Nama Sivaya' without break for 

. a full day) and nandiseva or procession of Lord Siva 
and Parvati on nandi (bull-God). their vehicle are the 
functions. The next day is the marriage celebration of 
Siva and Parvati with the procession on elephant in the 
night. The car festival is on the eighth day with 
the income frol'D the immovable property end
owed by late Gudipati Venkatachalam Shreshti. 
Pulivahanam (procession on tiger) is on the ninth day 
and alakafa dopu on the tenth. Theerthavari is on the 
,eleventh day morning and avarohanam (conclusion) is 
on the eleventh. The post conclusion function of 
Ekanthaseva is on the twelfth day. 

The"dhyanam (recitation) at Mulasthaneswara.; 
swamy temple is as follows: 

"~S~.sO'"' BS<SN"S .sS'o;$:)!l FiSKfi ;;:"odSJS ~ooJ..~O'"~o 

Lokeswara jananya sakalamapi jagath palayan Simhapuryam 
~o~'jo:J btroS . ~dSJ~;;:n~llloSS ~~S S'~~E3 .... '" ~ 

Mulasthaneva theernova niyathamanubhavan nilhya kalyana 
O'"fo 

rasim 
~LC"itr'.)dSJo ;:J.sdSJ01tlJ'8 ;:J.:.dSJ~~lllo:J :s1S~.s8o 
Rudraspoyam Swayambhuha Swayamahabhava Nasyeswareem 

U"odSJS "(JS 

~O'"~ 
g) 

Ardra 

lalayan San 
.soC;t5~N"I!;l'~fi t5';:J~~~ ;;:noJ..C"g~~fi 

sandarsanabhyath rasamahitha mahadardrayeth 
Ill':: oSoO'SS 

bhaktha vandhyan." 

Sri Mulasthaneswaraswamy Vasanthothsavam is 
celebrated for 8 days from Vaisakha Suddha Panchami 
(April-May). During this period the decoration of the 
Lord representing a noted function in which the Lord 
either took part or assumed one of the several forms of 
the Lord is a special attraction. It commences with 
Sankara vijayam (glory of Lord Sankara) celebrated 
with the interest on the fixed deposit made by Srimathi 
Kopparthi Venkamma in memory of her late father 
Munaga Venkata Subbaiah Shreshti. Kiratharjuneeyam 
is on the second day. Lord Siva appears in the form 
of a Kiratha (hunter) near the hill where Arjuna was 
doing penance. They quarrelled about a wild boar 
which, each claimed to have shot with his arrow. The 
Lord was pleased with the strength and skill of Arjuna 
and granted him Pasupathasthram (a weapon that was 
responsible for the success and glory of Arjuna). The 
next day the Lord is represented as Daththathreya
the three-faced Lord representing Brahma, Vishnu and 
Maheswara. Hariharamurty on the fourh day declares 
that Lord Vishnu and Lord Siva are identical. The 
marriage of the Lord with Parvati is represented on the 
fifth day. The war with Thripurasuras, the demon 
brothers who built their capital in the mid air and mo
lested Devas and Brahmins is represented on the sixth. 
On the seventh day, the devotees witness the Lord giv
ing chakram (disc) to Sri Mahavishnu. On the last 
day after Kailasaseva to the Lord, there is poolangiseva 
both to the Lord and Sri Bhuvaneswari Ammavaru. 

Navarathrothsavam is the third festival at Mula
sthaneswaraswamy temple, commencing on Asviyuja 
Suddha Padyami (September-October) and concluding 
on Dasami. During this period, the daily decorations 
represent the glory of Bhuvaneswari Ammavaru. The 
decorations commence with that of Thripurambika. 
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The second days's decoration is a representation of Rak
thabeejavadha (killing of the demon Rakthabeeja). 
Rakthabeeja had obtained a boon from Lord Siva that 
each drop of his blood that falls on earth should be 
transformed into a Rakshasa of his type and strength. 
To counteract this and to save the world from the 
menace of the Rakshasa, the Devi spread out her tongue 
in such a way that all blood from the Rakshasa's body 
during Her war with him fell on her tongue and no 
drop was allowed to fall on earth. Thus she was able 
to rid the world of the menace of the Rakshasa. 
Madhukaitabhavadha (the destruction of the twin 
Rakshasas M~dhu and Kaitabha), Kala Rowdri, Banda
suravadha, Saraswathi, Chandi, Durga, Mahishasura 
Mardani are the decorations up to the ninth day. There 
is special darshanam of Bhuvaneswari on the ninth 
day at seven in the evening. The celebrations conclude 
with Paruveto on the tenth day. 

Natarajadarsanam during Arudra nakshathram is 
considered very sacred. It is during Pushyam (De'" 
cember-January). In the year 1963, it was celebrated 
on 30th of December. The function commences at 
4 a. m. with Ekadasa Rudrabhishekam (Rudrabhishe
kam-108 times; Ekadasa-Eleven) to the Natarajaswamy 
in Mulasthaneswara temple and Rudrabhishekam to 
Mulasthaneswaraswamy. At 6 a. m., Devaradarsanam 
and Vrishabhothsavam (procession on the sacred Bull) 
conclude the funcVon. 

Theppothsavam of Lord Mulasthaneswaraswamy 
(floating festival in the big well near His temple) is an attr
active function on Mukkoti Ekadasi, i. e., PushyaSuddha 
Ekadasi (December-January). Elaborate arrangements 
are made for this one day festival. The special significance 
of the festival is that this Vaishnava festival is given 
much prominence in a Saiva institution proving beyond 
doubt that after years of controversy and contention 
between the Vaishnavites and Saivites, the identity of 
Hari and Hara was so firmly established in the locality 

, that Thikkana Somayaji dedicated the great epic, 
Mahabharata, reputed as the Panchama Veda to Hari
hara, the one Lord that established Himself in the mind 
of aU Hindus though there is no temple of Harihara in 
Nellore. A number of research scholars have tried to 
find if there was actually a temple of Lord Harihara 
at Nellore but without success. Another noteworthy 
aspect of the festival is that Lord Subrahmanya and 
Lord Narasimhaswamy join Lord Mulasthaneswara
swamy in the floating festival. Procession on silver 
nandi annually on Kartika Suddha Purnima (October
November), gandhalankaram (decoration with sandal 
paste) and procession on peacock on Aksha Tadiya, i.e., 

on Vaisakha Bahula Tadiya (April-May), thaipusa 
uthsavam on Vyasa Purnima, i. e., Magha Suddha Pur
nima (January-February) and processions regularly 
on every Friday and Triodasi (13th day of lunar fort
night) are the other functions at the temple. 

Brahmothsavam is an ancient festival to which 
about ten thousand Hindus are attracted from the 
neighbouring taluks of Nellore District. The other fes
tivals are of local significance. A Board of Trustees 
and an Executive Officer of the Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowments (Admini<;tration) Department 
manage the festivals and other daily affairs of the temple. 
Of the hundred acres of wet land, income· from only 
30 acres is utilised for the temple. Houses and house 
plots in the town fetch substantial income. The 
pujaris are Nambudri Brahmins of Kasyapa gotram and 
Srivatsava gotram employed on monthly salaries but 
with herediary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all .. 

SRI VENUGOPALASWAMY TEMPLE 

The third big temple is that of Lord Venugopala
swamy with bis image in buman form. The images 
of Rukmini and Satyabhama were installed recently. 

Venugopalaswamy Brabmothsavam 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
for 11 days from Chaitra Suddha Dasami (March
April). The uthsavam is inaugurated on the first day 
with ankurarpanam, dhwajarohanam and simhavahanam 
(procession on lion) are on the second day. From the 
third day to sixth day, processions on Surya, YaU, 
Sesha and Mohin; in the morning and' Hamsa, Chan
draprabha, Hanumantha and Garuda in the nights 
are important. Kalyanothsavam is on tbe seventh day 

. at 4 p. m. with enugavahanam procession in the night. 
Car festival is on the eighth day after which thirchi. 
vannethali, aswavahanams on the night of the eighth 
day and on the ninth day are conducted. Thurthavari 
in the morning and ponna vahanam in the night are the 
functions of the 10th day. The Brahmothsavam con
cludes on the eleventh day with dhwajavarohanam. 

The dhyanam (reCitation) at Sri Venugopalaswamy 
temple is as follows; 

,,~~[tC Ll.!~z' e5/'i16 dS:lrooJs ~~~o 
~ ~ ~ 

Krishno rakshathuno jagathrayaguruha Krishnam 
1\)~~S;$;)S~o 

. namasyamyaham 

~e)~ <J'~r5"l<S3' ;):;)~.N 5e)~dS:l<S~~i\);):), 
Krishne Namarasathrovo vinihathaha Krishnayathasmynamaha 
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Plate VI : Idol of Ganapati 
( Sri Malleswaraswamy Temple) 

""" 

~ . , 

Plate VII : Idol of Siva 
( Sri Malleswaraswamy Temple) 
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~,~ ~;;S;J~e,t5o esi~e,~o ~~~;J~ 
eJ€I Q Ei t) 

Krishna Devasamuththidam Jagaditam Krishnasya 
O'~~g;;J-.o 

dasosmyaham 
S'.>,il. 6:l:''';J~~ ~~t5iile)o iJ-. ~cloJ:o 

..... ~ e;)";' E3 

Krishne Kustithisarva Methadakhilam He Krishna 
~~~.;;~o 

rakshasvamam" 

This is an ancient festival confined to Nellore city 
and a few neighbouring places. A committee of tru
stees manages the temple with the income from the 
two lakh rupees worth of property. Several of the 
important functions during the Brahmothsavam are 
undertaken by the rich local devotees at their cost. 
About three thous:md local Hindus and a few hund
reds from the neighbouring villages congregate. The 
pujari is a Vaishnava Brahmin. Pipers of all India 
fame are invited. Also noted artistes are invited to 
render Harikathas during the festival. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

SRI NEEL.\KANTESWARASWAMY TEMPLE AND SOME OTHER 

TEMPLES 

Sri Neelakanteswaraswamy temple in Mulapet is a 
Saiva temple. Sri Neelakanreswaraswamy Kalyanothsa
vam takes place for 3 days from Magha Bahula Trio
dasi to Amavasya (January-February). Nandiseva on 
the first day, talambralu on the second day and uthsa
vam on the third day are the rituals celebrated during 
these 3 days. It is a local festival in which Hindus of 
the locality take part. . 

The Subrahmanyaswamy temple with the images 
of Lord Subrahmanya, Vighneswara and Navagrahas 
is close to this mandir. Not far from here, there is 
the temple of Sri Anjaneyaswamy with an Aswaththa 
Katta. Hundreds of devotees visit the temple every 
evening. The congregation on Saturdays is bigger. 
Therc is a Rama mandir in the Ranganayakulapet esta
blished in 1937. There is the image of Yagnavalkya 
Maharsbi, guru of Janakamaharaja. father of Sita and 
the images of his two wives Kathyayini and Mythreyi. 
Thorahuthula Achaiah Sastri had no issues and he used 
all his property to establish this mandir and the annual 
celebration of Sri Rama Navami and Rama Kalyanam. 
There is a temple exclusively for Ramanujachari, the 
Srivaishnava guru. Raghavendraswamy temple and 
a Madhva Mutt are the centres of Madhva cult in 
Nellore. 

MaH eswarasw amy Brahmothsavam 

Sri MaJleswaraswamy temple is located in Nawab· 
pet. Sri Malleswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is celebra· 

tcd for about a fortnight from Chaitra Suddha Dasami 
(March-April). Getting ant-hill earth and ankurar
panam form the first day's function. Dhwajarohanam 
in the morning and simhavahanam in the night are the 
second day's functions. Pulivahanam (tiger vehicle) 
on the third day is conducted with the interest money 
from Rs. 400 and a plot of land bequeathed by Smt. 
Jangam Seshamma, an issueless flower-vendor. The 
Chakalis (washermen) undertake the fourth day's pro
cession on purusha mrugam and Rangarajulu undertake 
the fifth day's procession on Ravana. Nandiseva on 
the sixth day is celebrated with the income from pro
perties bequeathed by Sri Oleti Chenchaiah and the 
wife of Sri Vemuru Venkataseshaiah. Kalyanothsavam 
on the seventh day is undertaken by some rich devo
tees. In 1963, Sri Egerla Venkata Narasimham cele
brated the kalyanothsavam. The entire expenditure 
of the car fes tival on the eighth day was covered by the 
income from the house and lands bequeathed by Smt. 
Kavali PulJamma. The ninth day is paruveta and 
alakalathopu which are interesting. The Lord goes 
alone on horse back for hunting with country drums 
and on return halts at the house of a Balija family. 
Parvati traces Him there, approaches Him and takes 
Him to task for having left Her and charges Him with 
faithlessness to Herself. The Lord pleads innocence. 
Parvati asks for an explanation of His sweating, dishe
velJed hair, torn apparel and gasping breath, etc. 
The Lord explains that they were due to exertion in 
hunting, wild wind in the woods, thorny bushes of the 
forest and riding back in haste to Her, etc. One party 
of ladies takes the side of Parvati and another party of 
men or ladies takes the Lord's side and recite the songs 
suitably composed for the occasion. Avarohanam is on 
tenth day. On the eleventh day Ekanthaseva is from 
the endowments of Smt. Oleti Chinnamma, wife of 
Sri Chenchaiah. Ekanthaseva is continued on the next 
day by Sri Penubolu Subrahmanyam. Fruits, flowers 
and thambulam are offered. This day's functions are 
specially interesting. Special songs such as yalalu, 
javaleelu, raagalapam, on am (a tune sung when in boat) 
entertain the congregation. Parakulu (praise of 
the Lord) and alerting Astadikpalakas (the Lords of the 
eight directions) going round the temple for promptly 
performing their duties are very enduring. The entire 
function used to conclude with the feeding of the visi
tors by Smt. Panchagnula Mahalakshmamma. But 
it has been discontinued. All through the period, the 
Lord is decorated every day in one or the other of His 
several forms. 

Thyagarajothsal'am is celebrated within the com
pound of this temple in continuation of the above festi
val for 3 days. Musicians, particularly Mangalis exhibit 
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their skill. Harllwthtu are conducted in the nights. On 
(he third day. there is a procession in the city. 

SIIran1ltn41'athrulu are performed from Asviyuja 
Suddlul Padyami (September-October) and the proce
ssion of th~ Lord during these 10 days is confined to 
the temple compound. On the tenth day, the Lord 
aoes on paruveta (hunting on horse back) and th: 
Sam; function is within the temple compound. SCI 
Oleti Sambaiah has endowed enough of property 
with the income of which daily abhishekam and 
lighting akasadeepam (lights on the peak of the temple) 
are maintained during Karthikam (October-November). 
During Pushyam (December-January), thotothsavam 
(garden festival) and theppothsavam (floating festival) 
On Kanuma day are observed with pomp and fireworks. 
For the garden festival, the Lord is taken on nandi or 
ravana or purushamrugam in procession to a garden. 
This garden festival is a speciality in Nellore and is 
observed in all the temples there. The procession dei
ties in all the temples gather in a garden with the local 
Hindus and the Hindus from the neighbouring villages 
present a pleasing sight in the garden. Mahasivaratri 
is observed with special pujas. AttheLingodbhavakalam 
(the moment of the manifestation of the Lingam i. e., 
at midnight), namakam, chamakam, ekadasa rudram and 
other extracts from the scriptures are recited at the 
desire of Srimati Adilakshamma and the function con
cludes with nandiseva. This is an ancient festival 
confined to the city and a few neighbouring villages. 
It is managed by a Committee of Trustees under the 
supervision of the Board of Hindu Religious and Chari
table Endowments. 

The temple's immovable property is limited but 
there are several endowments of great devotees to 
maintain the temple and conduct the annual festivals. 
Hindus of the town and a few neighbouring villages 
congregate during the festival. The pujari is a Brahmin. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

SRI VEERABHADRASW AMY TEMPLE 

Besides the small Veerabhadra shrine in Mulastha
neswara temple, there is another temple of Veerapha
draswamy in Mulapet. Its construction is traced back 
to several centuries when Veerasaivism flourished here. 
The recently excavated stone images which are preserved 

. in the museum within the compound of the Zilla Pari
shad Office reveal what Veerasaivism must have been 
prominent before the advent of Vaishnavism in the 
place. The stone images indicate the Saivabhakthas 
attempting to offer their lives, their limbs, etc., for the 
realisation of Lord Siva's presence. One image in the 

museum answers the description by Kavisarvabhowma 
Sreenatha in his work Kreedabhiramam so much that 
it is a feast for a Telugu scholar or earnest student who 
,closely observes it. Whether the architect adapted 
Sreenatha's description or the poet adapted the exquisite 
art of the sculptor is a matter for a research student. 
In fact, idols and relics are being dug out at Nellore 
year after year. This temple was in dilapidated 
condition till 1924. Nobody thought of it. Even 
the score of Veerasaiva families around the temple had 
no idea of renovating it. Sri Nagarathnam Devara, a 
clerk on a starting salary of Rs. 15 per month in the 
Collector's Office had a dream one night in 1924 that 
he should renovate the temple and arrange for the 
worship of the Lord. Simple and pious by nature, he 
had the privilege of working as a camp clerk under the 
].ate revered Swamikannu Pillai, the author of the 2,000 
year Almanac whose simplicity was proverbial. In 
front of both the temples, there is a spacious elevated 
platform accommodating three to four thousand devo
tees. In the centre of the platform, there is the agni
gundam (fire pit). Another common feature in these 
temples is the existence on a narrow platform of seven 
erect stones of the form and size of bricks that are con
sidered to be the seven Goddesses whom Drowpadi 
worshipped. It is also believed that the success and 
glory of the Panda vas was due to the divine influence 
Drowpadi acquired with the grace of these Sap thoma
thas. Once Sri Pillai started on camp in a bullock 
cart as was the case in those days. The camp clerk 
and the peon were in a second cart behind with the 
camp kit and all. Heavy rains separated them and he 
was stranded in a village, drenched and hungry. It 
was his practice not to have a peon with him. When 
the cartman went to the Reddy (Headman) of the 
village with the information, the Reddy refused to 
believe that the Collector would travel alone at that 
late hour. On a second reque&t, the Collector was obli
ged with a country cart on which he spent a few hours 
of the night before he started for his camp early in the 
morning. When the camp clerk joined him the next 
morning, he anxiously enquired how he spent the night. 
Thanking the Collector, the clerk enquired how the 
Collector spent the night. He simply replied, 'I was 
quite all right. Only I had nothing to eat, nothing to 
sleep on: Simple and pious by nature and influenced 
by the life of his saintly Collector, he developed a faith 
in the dream and took up the work of renovating the 
temple. There has been such a feeling among the 
Hindus of Nellore, that in spite of the past contention 
between the Saivas and Vaishnavas, there is a feeling 
of brotherhood and unity of Hari and Hara among 
them. Sri Devura could soon get the co-operation 
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'Of all the Hindus to reconstruct the building and 
·commence the worship after preliminary functions. The 
temple is small in a busy area of the city. Still he 
could add a few square yards in front and on the sides. 
On the left, he constructed a room which serves the 
purpose of a store room and office room. The image 
of Bhadrakali was also installed. The image of Daksha 
is invariably there. Daksha is Veerabhadra's grandfather 
whom He killed for having insulted His mother Parvathi 
when she attended uninvited the yagna which Daksha 
was performing. Some land was acquired and arrange
ments were made for worship and celebration of festi
val once in three years. Agnigundam (fire pit and fire
walking) takes great prominence under the supervision 
of Sri Devara who attributes his position in service as 
Senior Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Societies and 
his selection for the title of Rao Sahib by the then 
Government to the Lord's Grace. 

Veerabhadraswamy Agnigunda Mahothsavam 

Sri Bhadrakalisametha Veerabhadraswamy Agni
gundamahothsavam is performed once in 3 years for a 
week in Vaisakham (April-May). The function commen
ces with rudrabh ishekam and ankurarpanam on the first 
day morning. Chandanalankaram (decoration with 
sandal paste) and seshavahanothsavam are the night 
functions. On the second, third and fourth days, 
there are processions both in the morning and evening 
on silver thiruchi, enugavahanam, Suryaprabha vimano
thsavam, Ravanaseva, etc. Agnigundam is the main 
function of the celebration. Burning cinders are leve
lled in a pit and devotees walk on them. Nandiseva is 
the night function. Bindetheertham, Veerabhadrapallem 
and marriage of Bhadrakali and Veerabhadraswamy 
are the functions on the sixth day. The function con
cludes with ekanthaseva on the seventh day. This is 
a 40 year old festival confined to Nellore. Sri Kandu
kuri Nagarathnam Devara who renovated the temple 
takes persistent interest to improve the temple and con
ducts the trienniel festival. He is assisted by a commi
ttee. He saved two thousand rupees and also purchased 
2 acres of wet land. The several Hindu sub-communi
ties meet the expenses of the festival each day. The 
expenses of the daily puja are met from the interest on 
the deposit and produce from the land. Local Hindus 
congregate and agnigundam function attracts 2 to 3 
thousands from the town ~nd the neighbouring villages. 
Pujari is a Jangam appointed by Sri Devara. There is 
free feeding to the outside visitors by the Lingayats of 
Nellore on the agnigundam day. Prasadam is distri
buted to all. 

SRI DHARMARAJA TEMPLES 

There are two temples of Dharmaraja at Nell ore, 
one in Mulapet near the temple of Mulasthaneswara
swamy and the other in Nawabpet. The one in Mula
pet is known as Sri Krishna-Dharmarajaswamy temple. 
It should not be mistaken that there is an image of 
Lord Krishna in the temple. Prominence is given in 
this temple to Drowpadi, . known as Krishna al:so, the 
royal consort of the Pandavas and her name is clu
bbed with Dharmaraja as is usual in describing Lak
shmi-Narayana, Gowri-Sankara, Seetha-Rama, etc. 
The stone images of Pandavas and Drowpadi are insta
lled in the temple. In Nawabpet also their images are 
installed. 

Sri Krishna- Dharmaraja Brahmothsavam 

Sri Krishna - Dharmaraja Brahmothsavam is cele
brated for 21 days in Mulapet from Vaisakha Bahula 
Padyami (April-May). Several important incidents 
in the life of the Pandavas are represented during the 
period. Dhwajarohanam and ankurarpanam are on 
the first day and theerthavali is on the second. The 
representation of the life history of the Pandavas 
commences on the third day with their birth. Educa
tion and archery on the fourth, Laksha grihadahanam 
(attempt of Kauravas to burn the Pandavas to death in 
a house built of lac) on the fifth, Hidimbasura vadha 
(killing) on the sixth, Bakasura vadha on the seventh 
morning, Drowpadi kalyanam on the seventh night, 
Rajasuyayagamu on the eighth, Pagadesala and Drow
padi Vasthrapaharanam on the ninth, Aranyavasam on 
the tenth and Tapasumanu on the eleventh are the res
pective celebrations. Tapasumanu is the tree under 
which Arjuna did penance and obtained Pasupathas
thram from Lord Siva. A huge tree is put up with 
decorated branches and electric bulbs and the incidents 
are enacted. Agnathavasam in Viratanagaram on the 
twelfth, Mallayuddham (Bheema defeats the wrestler 
from Duryodhana's court) on the thirteenth, Keechaka 
vadha on the fourteenth and Uththara gograhanam on 
the fifteenth are the other functions. On this day, besides 
Arjuna bringing back the cows of Virata by defeating 
Kauravas, the procession of the Pandavas in a car 
decorated with flowers is impressive. On the sixteenth 
day, Krishnarayabharam is represented by the procession 
of Lord Krishna. On the seventeenth day besides Kali
puja, a function known as Aluguniluputa (a sword is 
made to stand on its tip on an unburnt pot of mud) is 
also celebrated. Duryodhana and his brothers are killed 
on the eighteenth. On the nineteenth there is agnigundam 
when devotees walk on burning cinders levelled in the 
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ite pit OD an elevated platform in front of the temple. 
YaMl1JtkotMfI'IQtIf it continued on the twentieth and 
the celebrations conclude ott the twenty-first day with 
Udhbhtara Patlabltishekam (coronation of Dharmaraja). 
The recitation (Dhyanam) at Sri Krishna-Dharma
rajaswamy temple as follows: 

"eta-- ~:)lJ.'t.C!"a$' ~~~ ~o\);SQ tl"~ 

Adow Pandawdathan Rasbtra jananam Laksha 
t1~~6~iSo 

Q 

gruhoddeepanam 

::s:r-bU' :l~?rO'QO ~~ :;);r0'£30 o:l:liJ'~S0c;3;, ~~iSo 
Dyutha vishkaranam vane viharanam masthyalaye varthanam 

be- 1)'0li.T-~ (fa :;);rt;)£30 ~o~l~Wr>t1J~OI\S£3o 

Leela gograbane rane viharanam sandhikriyajrumbhanam 

I)~~ ls'1.1 r»~O~ ~;;)OiSo ~"';;'e<::l' 
Bheesbma Drona Suyodhana sinidhanam Hyelasmada 

~~<io 

Bharatham. " 

This is an ancient festival confined to Nellore and 
the neighbouring places. It is managed by the Agni
kulak'ihatria Community. A couple of thousands of 
Hindus congregate every day and the congregation 
swells to about 5,000 by about the fifteenth day. They 
are all Hindus from the neighbouring villages. Every 
day, recitations from Mahabharata in the evening and 
Harikathas and burrakathas in the nights are arranged. 

Similarly, Sri Dharmaraja Brahmothsavam is con
ducted at the Dharmaraja temple in Nawabpet. It 
is for eighteen days a t the rate of one canto of M aha
bharata per day. It is celebrated once in three or 
five years depending on the length of the purse of 
the management. All the proceedings are same as 
observed in Mulapet temple with special attention to 
agnigundam, Gograhanam. Duryodhana vadha and 
Tapasumanu. Here, devotees throw fruits to the tree 
got up for the occasion and the issueless vie with one 
another to get a fruit first which blesses them with chi1~ 
dren. Here also the management is under the Agni~ 
kulakshatrias whose sub~communities are known as 
Pallekapulu. Vannekapulu, and Beldaris. The expen~ 
ses are met from public contributions. The pujari is 
an Agnikulakshatriya. 

SRI KANYAKAPARAMESWARI TEMPLE 

Kanyakaparameswari temple in Stonehousepet is 
a religious and charitc:ble centre. Besides the image of 
Kanyakaparameswari in the sanctum sanctorum, there 
are the images of Rama, Lakshmana and Sita in one 
Mantapam and the images of all the Navagrahas in 

another, The hostel for poor Vaisya boys accommO
dating about a score of students who are fed thrice a 
day is a laudable adjunct to the temple. 

Sri Gajendramoksha Mahothsavam at Kanyaka
parameswari temple is celebrated for 18 days from 
Jaishla Suddha Vidiya (May-June). The celebrations 
are for Lord Rama whose idol is installed in the tem
ple. There is procession of the Lord daily within the 
temple compound and the chief function every day is 
the darshanam by devotees of the Lord who is decora~ 
ted in some of His important forms. The decoration is 
done by experts under the guidance of the learned in 
order to maintain the attractions and also the signifi~ 

cance of the particular decoration. The decorations 
are generally in the following order. Kodandarama, 
Pattabhirama, Lord Krishna's Geethopadesam, Sesha
sayanam. Muralee-Krishna, Sreenivasa, Ktlleeyamar
dana (Lord Krishna trampling on the hood of the 
venomous serpent Kaleeya), Radhakrishna, Uttikrishna, 
Satyanarayana, Mathsyavathara, Dattatreya (the Tri
nities - Brahma, Vishnu and Siva combined in one), 
Ramalingarchana, Lakshminarayana Kalyanam, Gajen~ 
dramoksham, and Darbar in Vaikuntam (Heaven). 
On the last day, Sita-Rama-Lakshman~" Subrahmanya
swamy and Kanyakaparameswari are taken in an impo
sing procession. The decorations represent the unity 
of the several avatars (incarnations) and also of Hari, 
Hara and Brahma. This spirit is significant in 
Nellore. 

Stolra (worship) of Sri Sita-Rama-Lakshmanaswa
my at Sri Kanyakaparameswari temple is as follows: 

Vame Bhumisutha Purascha Hanumanpaschassumithra sutha 

w'Ju'0~d.. 115C5u'~,) o)..:;J';:'cl'" dlj"'O"~~Se. rr~;.::.~ 
Ssathrughno Bharathascha Parsvadala Yorvayyadi Koneshacha 

i6JlA;;5~,,) ::J!l;;;~i,) 0S:0;S0"6 6"0"'i6J.T !l;'oroo.? 

Sugreevascha Vibheeshanascha Yuvarat Tharasutho Jambava 

O\)e ~S lbo~~t1J rro:l:l~e:,.wo O'~o I\S~ i1'g~tl"O 

Nmadhye Neelasaroja Komalaruchim Ramam hhaje Syamalam." 

This is a fifty year old festival confined mainly to 
the Vaisyas of the place who are the trustees and mana
gers with a Managing Committee. The temple has about 
rupees two lakhs worth of houses and lands. Besides 
the income from them, every member of the commu
nity contributes a portion of his income to the temple 
and 'at Nellore the total amounts to thousands annually. 
Local Hindus of all communities visit the temple for 
the Lord's darshanam in groups and the daily visitors 
will be over two thousands during the festival. 
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A Velanadu Brahmin is the Pujari. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. A few are fed on festival occasions 
but there is a regular practice of supplying daily rations 
to deserving destitutes. Bhajans, Harikathas and reli
gious discourses are held now and then and on all other 
festive and religious occasions at the temple. 

Navaratbrulu 

Navarthrulu are also observed on a grand scale 
at this temple for 9 days from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami 
(September-October). Ammavaru (Kanyakaparames .. 
wari) is decorated in a different form every day. 
Ramayanaparayanam, Deveepuranapathanam, Kanyaka
parameswari Puranapathanam, Harikathas and religi
ous lectures mark the period. On the last day, agn igun dam 
is the function representing how Kanyakaparameswari 
entered fire pit in order to save her respect from a 
passionate Kshatriya. 

Sri Rama Navami also is celebrated on a large 
scale on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March - April). 
Choultries, big and small, mantapams in the spacious 
temples and hotels afford facilities to the pilgrims dur
ing all the festivals at Nellore. In a few choultries the 
poor are fed during the important festivals. 

SRI IRUGULAMMA TEMPLE 

The temple of Irugulamma on the tank bund, the 
most ancient temple of the place preserved as an arch
aeological monument is a very important temple of the 
Goddess of the place. 'Though there are no eleborate 
arrangements for the worship or any periodical cele
brations at the temple, Irugulamma popularly known as 
Irukalala Parameswari is the protecting Goddess of 
almost all the Hindu families. Every auspicious occa
sion in a family is commenced with a visi t to Her temple 
for worship and offerings. The deity is having pasu
patha and trisulam in two of her four hands. Irugu
lamma Jatara is celebrated during Dasara i. e., on 
Asviyuja Suddha Dasami (September-October) and 
Ugadi i. e., Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April) 
for a day on each occasion. Local Hindus and from 
the neighbouring villages congregate. 

Poleramma. Ankalamma and Mahalakshmi are the 
other Goddesses of the place housed in small temples 
in differt:nt parts of the city and worshipped by the 
devotee~ There are a number of mosques for Muslims 
and a few churches for Christians. 

Rber Pinakini 

River Pinakini or Pennar is a sacred theertham 
flowing by the side of Nellore. Lord Sankara bathed 

in Nandi-Sarassu on the Panchasringa hill (five-peaked 
hill believed to be the Nandi hills in Mysore State) 
when returning to Kailasam with Parvathi after killing 
the demon Dharmasura. 'At that time water which 
flowed down from His five braids of hair flew in 5 
different directions forming the rivers, Pinakini, Papa
gni, Chitravathi, Swarnamukhi and Pingala. As such, 
Pinakini is believed to be the most sacred and the repeti
tion of her name would grant salvation to a devotee. 
A bath in the river is believed to have cured the wou
nds of Vighneswara whose stomach was torn due to 
the curse of Agasthya. 

Medhavi, a Brahmin, who was engaged in great 
penance was seduced by Urvasi, the dancer in the 
court of Indra and he became a lepor on account of 
the vicious life he had with her. On the advice of sage 
Parasara, he bathed in Pinakini daily for a full year and 
got rid of his disease. Nirmala who became a Brahma 
Rakshasa for his treachery against his own Guru regai
ned his original form by bathing in the river as advised 
by Narada Maharshi. There is a mythological story 
that the presiding deity of Pennar had herself troubles 
and fall in her previous birth and gained her present 
sanctity by doing penance on the Nandi hills an\l plea
sing Lord Vishnu. 

Penna is described to have had a double birth and 
the reason is narrated in the book Theertha Khandam, 
a book on sacred waters. Originally Penna was in the 
Dravida country. While Sage Agasthya was taking 
bath in her. she thrashed him with her waves and the 
sage cursed that she should smell foul. When she 
repented, the sage told her that she would retain her 
original purity by serving Gowthama, who was doing 
Bhooprathaksh inam (going round the earth) after he sett
led down in Malayadri-Malabar Hills. She was born in 
the mouth of Nandi and was being detested still. There
fore she did penance on the Nandi Hills, pleased Lord 
Vishnu, regained her sanctity but not her foul smell. 
She flowed northwards towards Malayachalam hills. 
Gowthama bathed in Pennar who had earned the grace 
and blessings of Lord Vishnu and got her rid of the foul 
smell. From that time, Penna is held in great sanctity 
by devotees, rishis and devathas. Bath in the river 
washes the sin and secures Brahmalokam. As long as 
the ashes remain in the river, the enjoyment of Swar· 
gam (Heaven) is assured. Obsequies performed for 
the departed afford multifold benefit. Bath in the ri
ver during Magham (January-February) gives salvation. 
The sacred river Ganga visits this river for five days 
when the sun enters Makaram (the nineth Zodiac). 
Bath in the river and obsequies there are the most 
efficacious. 
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Vemulasetty ... 

The next lhrHtlitmt ahat bas a great past and popu
larity is the Yamalasetri Davi or VemUlasetty Bavi (the 
well of Vemula Sotty) in Durgamitta in'the southern 
part of the city. A story associated witli this well says 
that Vemalasctti, a Vaisya of Nellore had a long cheri
shed desire to dig a wen for the benefit of the people. 
He bagan to dig the wen and even after digging very 
deep the spring of water was not found and in despair 
he abandoned the undertaking. He then dreamt that 
water would spring into the well, if a young couple was 
sacrificed to the well. Instead of offering some other 
innocent couple he offered himself with his wife to the 
weI]. The next day the corpses disappeared and water 
began to ooze in the well. The people even today be
lieve that Vemalasetti and his wife are staying in the 
well and fulfilling their desires. They have great reve
rence for the well and barren women pray for the 
attainment of motherhood. The Hindus offer jaggery 
to the well every year on Magha Purnima. 

One thing that was experienced was that persons 
who used that water became extremely intelligent and 
earned for them the reputation 'Nelluru Nerajanalu' (the 
brainy people of Nellore). Another unauthentic story 
about this well is that the Nizam of Hyderabad (under 
whom this area was) found the people of Nellore too 
intelligent to be controlled, traced the origin for their 
intelligence to the water of Vemulasetty well and got 
it filled with earth. The present well is said to have 
been sunk subsequently by the side of the original well 
and the loss of efficacy of the water is attributed to this 
incident. This is the popular story but there are several 
natural causes for the loss of the mineral or superhu
man qualities of a spring. Even now, the water of the 
well is considered healthy and sacred and an annual 
festival is celebrated for a day on Pushya Bahula Ama
l'asya (December-January). It attracts Hindu devo
tees of the town and from the neighbouring villages. 

SRI KUSUMA HARANATH TEMPLE 

A recent addition to the temples of Nellore is that 
of Sri Kusuma Haranath by the late Sri Rayavarapu 
Subbarao Sreshti. Thi~ is the outcome of the preaching 
and propaganda about Sri Kusuma Haranath by Sri 
Rallabandi Veerabhadra Rao, Retired District Educa
tional Officer, when he was working as Deputy Inspec
tor of Schools at Venkatagiri in 1940. This is one of 
the numerous temples that have been constructed for 
Sri Kusuma Haranath throughout Andhra Pradesh. 
The single purpose of all these centres is to propagate 
the efficacy of repeating the sacred name of the Lord. 

Kusuma Haranath is believed to be 'an incarnation "of 
Lord Siva in a Vaishnava family to Wipe out the mis
conception from the Hindu community that Lord Siva 
and Kesava are different from each other, Signs of His 
incarnation were experienced even before His birth 
and during his life time there are instances wherein He 
brought back dead men to life. He is a recent incarna
tion and His superhuman acts are comparatively recent. 
He was ~orn in 1865 to Sri JayaraniBandopadhyaya and 
Srimathi Bhagavath Sundari Devi in Sonamukhi, Ban
kura District, West Bengal and died in 1927. Before 
His birth, His father was doing business at Calcutta 
when a Sanyasi was the guest of Sundari Devi at 
Sonamukhi. After the night meal,. bedding was 
arranged for him in the Siva Temple, which she closed 
and locked for the night. When she opened the doors 
next morning, the Sanyasi had disappeared. The 
same night, He informed in a dream to Jayaram at 
Cukutta of the hospitality he received at the hands of 
his wife and predicted that Lord Siva would be born 
as her son. Before Haranath's birth, a dazzling light 
was seen in the cowshed where the pregnant Sundari 
Devi was, which blinded everyone and before they 
recovered, there was a boy crying with no other sign 
of delivery, not even a drop of blood. Five years later, 
the divine mother Kusuma was born on Wednesday, 
the 14th December, ] 870. It was feared that she was 
still-born. Haranath who was there in the company 
of His mother approached the baby, touched her and 
the divine co'uple opened their eyes wide and looked at 
each other. One day, the mother was terrified to see 
a cobra playing over baby Haranath in the cradle but 
the cobra disappeared. According to the custom then 
in Bengal, Kusuma was married to Haranath in her 
eighth year. Numerous miracles and superhuman ex
periences about Him have been recorded in several 
books published about Him, proving that He is an 
incarnation to save humanity by the simple and easy 
way of repeating the name of the Lord lea ving the rest 
to Himself, Kusuma Haranath, the saviour of huma
nity. This centre at Nellore is carrying out His mission 
efficiently. 

SRI SAIBABA MANDIR 

Sri Saibaba Mandir in Gandhinagar by the side of 
the Trunk Road is a recent one. Sri Rebala Lakshmi 
Narasareddy, M. p" constructed the building in ]958 
at a cost of Rs. 14,000. The mandir was established 
by Dr. M, K. RajagopaJachari with a picture of ·Sri 
Saibaba and His image. In front of the temple, there 
is a marble Basava and Brindavan with Tulasi. To the 
right of the temple, there is a well-paved open space 
for religious discourses. Sri Saibaba who was born in 
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a Muslim family in Shirdi in Maharashtra is revered 
and worshipped by millions of Hindus all over. India. 
During his life time, He showed sever al miracles, 
saved many from physical, mental, economic and ser
vice troubles. He predicted numerous events and 
warned His devotees against impending dangers. Sri 
Chunduru Subbaiah Sreshti of Nellore visited Shirdi in 
1938 and returned with the vibhuti, prasadam and pic
tures of Baba. Presenting a picture to Dr. M. K. Raja
gopalachari, he narrated the superhuman acts of the 
Baba. The doctor arranged for a series of lectures 
about Baba by Sri B. V. Narasimhaswamy of Madras 
which resulted in the formation of Sri Sai Bhaktha
mandali in 1944 and the construction of this mandir. 

Source: 1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

Sri Kapuluru Ramachandra Reddy, Head
inaster, R.S.R.M. High School, Nellore 
Sri Tapalu Subrahmanyam, Headmaster, 
M.E. School, Nellore 
SI'i Surabhi Ramaiah, Teacher & Astro
logist, M.E. School, Nellore 
Sri V.S.R. Anjaneyulu, Headmaster, M.E. 
School, Nellore 
Sri K. Sampathkumar, Headmaster, A.M. 
M.H.E School, Nellore 
Sri A. Sethu Rao, Teacher, A.M.M.H.E. 
School, Nellore 
Sri KSeshagiri Rao, Headmaster, M.H.E. 
School, Nellore 
Sri KG.R. Acharya, Teacher, Varnamala 
Matham 
Sri B. Ranjith Singh, Teacher, KOl'ur 
Sri Swayampakula Venkata Ramana 
Sarma, Telligu Pandit Z.P. High School, 
KOl'ur 
Sr; P. V. Seshaiah, Teacher, R.S.R.H.S. 
School, Nellore 
Sri V. Subrahmanyam, Teacher, R. S. R. 
H. S. School, Nellore 
Sri C. Venkatarathnam, Headmaster, R.S. 
R.M.H. School, Nellore 
Kum. A. Indiradevi, Telugu Pandit, B. V. 
S. M. H. School, Nellore 
Sri Chilakapati Ramacharlu, Telugu 
Pandit, M. M. School, Nellore 
Sri P. Subrahmanyam, Teacher, V. R. 
High School, Nellore 
Sri KC.A. Narasimha Rao, Asst. School 
Master, M. S. School, Nellore 
Sri Navvalliri Malekondaiah Panthulu, 
Telugu Pandit, M. M. School, Nellore 
Sri Settipalle Seetha Ramaiah, Telugu 
Pandit, M. M. School, Nellore 
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20. Sri T. Chitambaram, Assistant Teacher, 
M. M. School, Nellore 

21. Sri K. S. Sundara Raja Rao, M.A., B.T., 
Dip. Ph. D., Teacher, M. E. School, 
V. R. C. Higher Secondary School 

22. Sri Vursula Adinarayana, M. A., B. Ed., 
Teacher, St. Peter's Higher Secondary 
School 

23. Sri Sabnavas Bhargava Ram, Prakash 
Villa, Science Assistant 

24. Sri Durgam Gopala Krishnaiah, Teacher, 
A. M. M. H. School, Savarala Veedhi 

25. Sri Somasi Kondaji Rao, Teacher, M.M. 
School 

26. Sri A. V. Narayana Rao, Teacher, S. M. 
H. E. School, Kapu Street 

27. Sri M. Chandra Sekhar, Teacher, C.A.M. 
School 

28. Sri P. L. Narasimhulu, Teacher, R. S. 
R. M. School 

29. P. V. Subrahmanyam, Secondary Grade 
Assistant, M. M. School 

30. Sri P. Venkata Subbaiah, Asst. Teacher, 
M. E. School 

31. Sri P.V. Raghavaiah, Headmaster, M. M. 
School, Nellore West 

32. Sri Y. Rama Murty, Teacher, V.R.C.H.S. 
School 

33. Sri S. V. Sesha Sarma, Teacher, V. R. 
High School 

34. Sri Panchagnula Venkata Narasimham, 
Hindi Teacher, R. S. R. H. School 

35. Sri S. Seshaiah Teacher, M .. M. School 
36. Sri C. V. Ramanaiah, Senior Telugu Pan

dit, V. R. C. Higher Secondary School 
37. Sri Kanaparthi Rama Murthy, Hindi 

Teacher, Madhwapathivari Agraharam 
38. Sri K. Pratap Singh, Teacher, R.S.R.M. 

Higher Secondary School 
39. Sri P. Gangadharam, Teacher, Jeeniga/a 

Street 
40. Sri B. Suryanarayana, Teacher, V. R. H. 

School 
41. Sri M. Ramachandra Rao, B. Sc., B. T., 

R.S.R.M. Higher Secondary School 
42. Sri G. V. Narayana Murthy, Teacher, 

R. S. R. M. H.S. School 
43. Sri K. Rajarflthnam, B. Ag. L.T., Agricul

tural Instructor (Teacher) C. A. M. 
High School 

44. Sri G. V. Ramana Rao, Teacher. V.R.C. 
Higher Secondary School 



SECTION I 

45. Sri Siddhanthi Mallikarjunam, Teacher, 
Kast ur idev in agar 

46. Sri Vikran1a Simhapuri Mandala Sarvas
yam-A publication by the Nellore Zilla 
Parishad under the Chief Editorship of 
Sri Nallapareddy Chandrasekhara Reddy, 
Chairman, Zilla Parishad, Nellore 

47. Sri N. S. Krishna Murthy, B. A., B. L., 
with whose co-operation the Research 
Assistant could submit the information 
from other sources 

48. Sri C. Chandra Has, Executive Officer, 
Sr; Ranganatha Temple and (lther Tem
ples, Nellore 

3. Kasumur - Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from the Venkatachalam Railway Station and 15 miles 
from Nellore. The village is said to be famous for its 
pasture lands (kasuvu) and hence called Kasumur. 

The total population of the village is 3,169 and it is 
made up of different sub-communities of Caste Hindus, 
besides 662 Scheduled Castes' people and 171 Scheduled 
Tribes' people. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Shaik Mastan Vali Urs is celebrated for one day 
on the 25th day of Rabi-ul-Auwal in commemoration 
of the saint Mastan Vali also called Kabeshah and 
popularly known as Mastanayya. It is a widely known 
religious festival. It is 10caJly believed that by offering 
prayers and using the sandal or chandanam co11t'cted 
from the shrine on the Urs day, people are cured of all 
physical ailments and that victims of evil spirits find 
relief here. About 20 thousand devotees from the 
neighbouring villages and also from distant places con
gregate without any distinction of caste or creed or re
ligion. 

The villagers regard Gangamma as their village 
deity. Gangamma Jatara is celebrated once in 5 or 6 
years. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
Superintendent of Police, Nell(lre and Collec
tor, Nellore 

4. Survepalle. (Bit I) alias Thikkavarappadu -
Situated at a distance of 12 miles from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 3,824 and it 
is made up of the following communities of Caste 

Hindus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Kapu, Jangam, 
Yadava and Viswabrahmin; 775 Scheduled. Castes' peo
ple and 333 Scheduled Tribes' people. There are some 
Muslims also in this village. The chief means of live
lihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple, Ayyapa Naidu temple and a 
sacred abode for Kanakadurgamma are the places of 
worship in this village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from Chai
Ira Suddha Navami (March-April). During these 9 
days, 9 families of the village offer naivedyam in the 
customary orders. On the 9th day, the Munsiff's (Vil
lage Headman) family offers naivedyam and the Lord 
is taken on garudavahanam in procession. On the 
tenth day, vasanthothsavam is celebrated. Daily nai
vedyam is offered by a Brahmin. 

Kanakadurgamma Uthsavam is celebrated for one 
day on any Sunday in the month of Pushyam (Decem
ber-January). When cattle diseases and epidemics break 
out, villagers pray to the deity that they would worship 
her and appease her by dedicating a goat. The village 
elders intimate the date of the festival to the villagers 
by tom- tom and the Jatara is celebrated on the 5th 
Sunday after the tom tom. On that day, a temporary 
hut is erected as the abode of the deity outside the 
vil];:lge in a mango grove and an earthen image in female 
form is prepared and placed in the hut. First the goat 
dedicated to the deity is decorated and taken round the 
village with music and then sacrificed to the deity. 
Then the villagers sacrifice fowls to the deity on behalf 
of the respective households and arrange feasts and 
dinners on household level. In the evening, the deity 
along with the hut is taken and left outside the bounda
ries of the village. This Jatara or Uthsavam is of 
local significance. The local devotees congregate irres
pective of caste or creed. There are no pujaris. Potters 
or dhobis sacrifice the animals. 

Ayyapa Naidu was a great devotee. He used to 
foretell the impending difficulties of the village and 
guard it. Even after his death, he used to warn the 
villagers in their dreams about the coming dangers. 
In their reverence towards him, the villagers construc
ted a temple to commemorate him. He is being wor
shipped by the people as the village deity. Daily deepa
radhana is performed. 

Source: Sri N. Nagabhushanam, Teacher, Thikkavara
ppadu 



NELLORE TALUK 19 

5. Anikepalle - Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from Venkatachalam Satram Railway Station and 9 
miles and 2 furlongs from Nellore by road. 

The total population of the village is 2,889 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Yadava and Kapu; Scheduled 
Castes (584); and Scheduled Tribes (563). Majority of 
the people in the village are Kapus. Majority of the 
tribal population consists of Yanadis. The sources of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy temple, Vi nay aka temple, 
village deity Ankamma temple and Mastan Masjid are 
the places of worship for the people of this village. 

Mukkoti Ekadasi (Sri Chennakesavaswamy festi
val) is celebrated for one day on Pushya Suddha Eka
dasi (December-January). The devotees fulfil their 
vows. It is of local significance. The income for the 
celebration is got from 3/4 acre of in am land given 
by a Vaisya. This festival is of local significance only. 
Pujari is a Vaikhanasa Brahmin with hereditary rights 
enjoying inam land. 

A few shops are held by the local people. 

Source: Sri L. V. Subbaiah, Teacher, Special Samithi 
School, Anikepalle 

6. Penubarthi-Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
to the south of Nellore, 5 miles of this distance, i. e., 
upto Madarajugudur could be coverved by bus and the 
rest by walk. 

The total population of the village is 1,787 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kammara, Kapu, Goundla, Yadava, 
Devanga, Jangam, etc. The Scheduled Caste and Sche
duled Tribe populations are 420 and 263 respectively. 
Most of the Scheduled Tribe population comprise of 
Yanadis. Some Muslims also are there in the village. 
Majority of the population is dependent upon agricul
ture as cultivators and agricultural labourers. 

Mutyalamma temple, Mahalakshmamma temple, 
Sri Chennakesavaswamy temple with his black stone 
image in human form are the places of worship. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated for 
10 days from Jaishta Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula Pan
chami (May-June). On the first day kodikattuta (light
ing of jyothi) is performed. On Triodasi seshapanpu, on 

Chathurdasi Hanumanthaseva, on Purnima garudaseva, 
on Padyami kalyanam, on Vidiya rathothsavam, on Tadi
ya paruveta, on Chavithi vasanthothsavam, and on Pan
chami alakaladopu (dongaladopidi) are celebrated. 
Cocoanuts are offered. The devotees offer naivedyam 
when the lord is taken in procession. This festival is 
of local significance. Kapus are the trustees and the 
Endowments Board is the patron. The local people 
congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Kasyapa gotram 
with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all 
the people who grace the occassion. 

Janda uthsavam (flag festival) is celebrated occa
sionally by the Muslims. Hindus also offer naivedyam 
i. e., jaggery, sugar and pastils during the uthsavam. 

Source: Sri Devathati Pichaiah, Teacher, Penubarthi 

7. Nelatur - Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from Muthukur-Nellore G. N. T. Road and 15 miles 
from Nellore, the district headquarters. Buses ply from 
Nellore to Muthukur. 

The total population of the village is 1,241 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Dehasurkapu, Yadava, Chakali, Muthracha 
and Scheduled Castes population of 319 and Scheduled 
Tribes population of 177. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Varada Rajaswamy temple with the stone image 
of the Lord in human form is the place of worship 
in this village. There is a dwajasthambham (flag staff) 
and a stone prakaram (enclosure). An ant-hill with the 
name 'Nagalamma putta' on the outskirts of the village 
is worshipped and there is a stone image of the deity 
in the form of a snake. There is no temple for this deity. 

Sri Varadarajaswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
for 11 days from Phalguna Suddha Panchami to Pur
nima (February-March), Tirunala upto Dasami and 
other uthsavams from Dasami to Purnima take place. 
Ankurarpana, Hanumanthaseva, garudaseva, vasantho
thsaram and ekanthaseva are the rituals of the festival. 
Silver vessels, hands, feet, umbrellas, keelumudi, metal 
armour and clothes are offered to the deity. It is being 
celebrated for the past 15 years and is of local signi
ficance. The Managing Trustee is Ipuru Kota Reddy, 
and the others are Separeddy Venkatrama Reddy, 
Varada Reddy and Samareddy Ramireddy. The local 
Hindus without any distinction of caste or creed cong
regate. Pujariis Arikepalli Krishnamacharyulu, Vaikha-
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nua Brahmin with hereditary rights. There is san thor
pllIUJ to BrahDlins.. 

A few shops are arranged during the festival. 
Dramas., magic wheels, etc.. afford entertainment. 
There is a drama ~oupe under the leadership of Sri 
Mat. Venkatakrishnaiah. 

Mahalakshmi pujas are celebrated occasionally 
by aU the communities. Naivedyam and pongal/u are 
offered '0 the deity. 

Source: Sri Abburu Venugopa/a Rao, Teacher, Nelatur 

8. ThaUapudi hamlet of Vallur-Situated at a dis
tance of 2 furlongs from the 10-7 18th milestone of 
Nellore-Muthukur G. N. T. Road, 2! miles from Muthu
kur, 4 miles from Buckingham Canal and 11 miles 
from Nellore Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 2.389 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Pallekapu, Adivelama, BaIija; and Sche
duled Castes population of 651 (Dombara mainly); 
and Scheduled Tribes population of 263 ; Muslims and 
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural 1abour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Muthyalamma temple and Kailasanadheswara
swamy temple with stone sivalingam and the image of 
Parvathi are the places of worship in this Village. 

Sri Kailasanadheswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is 
celebrated for 10 days from Phalguna Bahula Dasami 
(February-March). Arrangements r..re made one week 
in advance. The kalyanam of Parvathi and Parames
wara is performed. It is being celebrated for the past 
5 years and is of local significance only. The vil1agers 
are the patrons. The 10cal people congregate irrespec
tive of caste or creed. Pujari is a Brahmin of Kasyapa 
gotram without hereditary rights. Prasadam is distri
buted to aU. 

Muthyalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days once 
in 10 years. About 1,000 people, local and from the 
neighbouring vil1ages within a radius of 5 miles congre
gate, without any distinction of caste or creed. Eata-

. bles, utensils, lanterns, torchlights, combs, mirrors. 
books and toys ate brought and sold during the jatara. 
Merry-go-rounds, keelu bommalu and Harikathas afford 
entertainment. 

Source: Sri Dara Anandam. Headmaster, R. C. M. 
School, Vallur 

9. Survepalle (Bit II) - Situated at a distance of 
4 miles from Venkatachalam Satram Railway Station. 
At a few yards distance from the present habitat there 
was a cattle pond and there were some houses by the 
side of it. From these houses, a herd of cows used to 
be driven to the nearby forest. From among the herd, 
one cow used to drop all her milk into an ant-hiB in 
the forest without yielding any quantum of milk at the 
house. The villagers observed this miracle one day and 
they dug out the ant-hill and found a Sivalingam in it. 
As they constructed a temple for the lingam after digg
ing out the ant-hill. this village is called as Survepalle. 

The total population of the vil1age is 3,824 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Ve)ama, Viswabrahmin, Jangam. 
Kummari, Mangali, Yadava, Vaddera, etc.; Schedu
led Castes population of 755 comprising Adi Andhra, 
Madiga, Mala, etc.; and Scheduled Tribes population 
of 333; and MusH'ms. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture. agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of the village deity Ledotamma, Anja
neyaswamy, Bhimeswaraswamy and Mulasthaneswara
swamy are the places of worship in this village. 

Ledotamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 3 days 
commencing from a Sunday in the dark fortnight of 
Pushyam (December-January). The devotees fulfil 
their vows. Dhupam, deepam and naivedyam are offered. 
It is being celebrated from 1,886 A. D. but confined to 
10 or 12 neighbouring villages. It is under the manage
ment of the Endowment Board. The temple has some 
inam land. PUjari is Papaiah, a Kapu with hereditary 
rights. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival. About 
10,000 people congregate. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, 
mirrors and combs, pictures and photos, clothes, agri
cultural implements and toys of various kinds are the 
commodities that are sold in the fair. 

Special pandals are erected and there is poor feed
ing also. Bhajans, Harikathas, Burrakathas, and 
music afford entertainment to the visiting public. There 
is a drama troup under the guidance of Sri E1uru Dasa
radha Rami Reddy • 

Sri Mu)asthaneswaraswamy Uthsavam is celebra
ted for 9 days from Magha Bahula Saptham; to Amava. 
sya (January-February) and Bhimeswaraswamy Uthsa
vam takes place on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi for one 
day. The devotees take sea bath and observe fasting 
and jagarana. 
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Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). 

Source: Sri P. Sankaraiah, Headmaster, Special Ele
mentary School, Survepalle 

10. Kuricberlapadu - Situated at a distance of 
11 mile from Akkampeta-Veeravalli bus route, 3 miles 
from Kasumur, and 5 miles from VenkatachalamSatram 
Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 999 and it is 
made up of the foHowing communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma, Sale, Goundla, Yada va, Kummari, Chakali, 
Mangali, etc.; Scheduled Castes population of 89 with 
Adi Andhra, Adi Dravida, Chalavadi, Madiga, Mala, 
etc.; and Scheduled Tribes population of 22 who are 
Yanadis. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture. agricultural labour' and other tradi
tional occupations. 

The temples of Gollamma and Adilakshmamma 
with her tomb are the places of worship. Mahalaksh
mamma is worshipped in the form of a neem tree. 

Adi Lakshmamma entered jeevasamadhi in this 
place in course of a pilgrimage with her husband. 
From that time onwards, she is being worshipped as a 
cieity. Adilakshmamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 4 
days from Magha Bahula Sapthami to Dasami (Janu
ary-February). Coco ants, fruits, flowers and pongallu 
are offered to her. Goats and fowls also were sacri
ficed in the past. It is of ancient origin but of local 
significance. The patrons are Kammas and Sales 
(weavers). The local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a 
Muthracha with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distri
buted to all. 

The devotees take bath and observe fasting and 
jagarana during the festive days. 

Bhajans are performed to Gollamma for 14 days 
from 1st January to 14th January. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 7 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami to Purnima (March-April). 

Source: Sri Ch. Rama Murty, Teacher, Kuricherla
padu 

11. BandepaUe - Situated at a distance of 2~ miles 
from ManuboJu Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,104 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Balija, Yadava, etc.; Schedu
led Castes population of 302 comprising Adi Andhra, 
Adi Dravida. Chalavadi, Madiga, Mala, etc.; and 
Scheduled Tribes population of 108 who are Yanadis, 
etc.; Muslims and Christians. The chief means of live
lihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

There are no temples in this village. Pothuraju 
is the Grama Shakthi. He is worshipped in the form 
of a stone image in human form holding a sword, by 
the side of the village tank. Kanakadurgamma is wor
shipped in the form of a neem tree. 

Pothuraju Kolupu is celebrated in this village. 
Once when some shakthis were going on a cart to stop 
in some other village, their cart broke down in this 
village. It is said that Pothuraju and some other 
shakthis stopped here and became the village shakthis. 
Pothuraju Kolupu is celebrated in the month of Jaishta 
(May-June) or Ashadha (June-July). But there is no 
fixed date. Mostly it is celebrated for 2 days when 
there is good harvest. Aradhana is performed on every 
Friday. The devotees fulfil their vows. Animals are 
also sacrificed. PongaU is offered to the deity and the 
flesh of the sacrificed animal and prasadam (i. e., pan
gali) are taken to the houses. It is of ancient origin 
and of local significance. Mostly it is confined to 
Gollas and Arundhatiyas. The patrons are Gollas and 
the followers are Arundhatiyas. The local Hindus 
congregate. Pujari is a Yadava (Purigolla) with here
ditary rights and he is called Pedda Golla by the villa
gers. 

Occasionally pujas are performed to Mahalaksh
mamma. 

Kanakadurgamma pujas are performed every year 
in Magham (January-February). During the uthsavam 
the viIIagers go for vanabhojanam (picnic) to a garden, 
perform pujas to the deity, offer naivedyam and return 
home. 

Source: Sri Ch. Penchalaiah, Headmaster, Samithi 
Ele. School, Bandepalle 

12. Manubolu - Situated on either side of the 
Grand Trunk Road, 2 miles from Manubolu Railway 
Station and 20 miles from Nellore. The village took 
its game from the name of the village deity Manu
bolamma. 
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The total population of the village is 4,694 and it is 
made ~p of t~e following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmm,. Valsya, Devanga, Kapu, Chakali, Mangali. 
Kumman, Kammara. etc.; Scheduled Castes popula
tion of 1,020 comprising Arundhatiyas and Malas; and 
Schedu!ed Tribes population of 512; and Muslims. 
The chIef means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional occu
pations. 

The temples of Sangameswaraswamy, Veerabha
draswamy, Sri Rama, Chennakesavaswamy, Anjaneya
swamy, Vighneswara and Mathamma are the places of 
worship in this village. 

A confluence is formed in this place with the 
meeting of Kanvamahamuni, Pilleru and Marunirishi 
rivers. It is also said that Parasurama installed the 
image of Sangameswaraswamy in Threthayugam. It 
is also called as Triveni-Sangamam (confluence of three 
rivers). 

Sangameswaraswamy festival is celebrated in Chai
tram (March-April) for 7 days. Devotees fulfil their 
vows. River and sea baths are taken and fasting and 
jagarana are observed. It is being celebrated from 
ancient times and is of local significance. The patrons 
are the villagers. The local Hindus congregate. Pujari 
is a Brahmin of Parasara gotram with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all and there is free 
feeding. 

Source: Sri K. Narasimham, Teacher, Samithi Ele. 
School, Manubolu 

13. Pudiparthi - This village is situated at a dis
tance of 11 i miles from Venkatachalam Satram Railway 
Station and 21i miles from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 2,591 and it 
is made up of the following communities : Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Chakali, Mangali, Kummari, 
Kamsali, Jang~m, Dasari, etc., Scheduled Castes popu
lation of 570 comprising Adi Andhra, Adi Dravida, 
Chalavadi, Madiga, Mala etc.; Yerukala, Yanadi Sche
duled Tribes with a population of 312; Muslims and 
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the peo
ple are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
,tional occupations., 

The temples of Eswara with the stone image in the 
form of a Sivalingam with panivattam (pedestal), Sri 
Rama, Nukalamma, Parvathamma, and a peerla 
chavidi are the places of worship in this place. 

Eswara festival is celebrated fer 5 days from 
Jaishta Suddha Triodasi to Bahula Vidiya (May-June). 
Arrangements are made two days in advance. During 
these five days, nandiseva, garudaseva, ravanaseva, 
pallakiseva, kalyanam, and procession are performed 
in order. It is of ancient origin and confined to this 
and the neighbouring villages. The managing Trustee 
of this temple is Vema Reddi Srinivasulu Reddy. 
About 2,000 Hindus, local and from the neighbouring 
villages congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is heJd in connection. with the festival for 
tbree days near the temple. About 2,000 people, local 
and from the neighbouring villages congregate. Eata
bles, utensil5, pictures and photos, mirrors, torchlights, 
books and fancy goods are brought and sold in the 
fair. 

Dramas, lotteries, cock-fights and dances afford 
entertainment. 

The devotees take sea-bath and observe fasting 
andjagarana during Sivarathri and Mukkoti Ekadasi. 

Source: Smt. D. Rathnamma, Teacher, Special Ele
mentary School,Pudiparthi 

14. Ipuru (Bit I-A)- Situated at a distance of 
10 miles from Venkatachalam satram Railway Station 
and 20 miles from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 2,951 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Brahmin, Vaisya, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
population of 688 ; Scheduled Tribes popUlation of 
148 ; and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of 
the peopJe are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy temple with His stone 
image and Virupaksheswaraswamy temple with stone 
Sivalingam are the places of worship. The deity Ban
garamma is also worshipped by the villagers. 

Sri Virupaksheswaraswamy festival is celebrated 
for 10 days from 12th June every year. Ravana seva, 
nandiseva, kalyanam and car festival are the rituals. 
It is being celebrated for the past 85 years and is of 
local significance. Duvvuru Papireddy is the Trustee 
of the temple. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is 
Pogula Venkateswarlu of Parasara go tram with here
ditary rights. 
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A few shops are held selling eatables, utensils, 
lanterns, pictures, photos, and fancy goods during the 
festival. 

There is free feeding for 4 days. Harikathas, dance 
programmes and musical concerts afford entertain
ment. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated 
for 10 days from 11th May every year. It is being cele
brated for the past 85 years. Isanaka Narayana:Reddi is 
the Trustee. The local Hindus congregate. Pujari is 
Ratnakaram Rangacharyulu, a Vaighanasa Brahmin of 
Gowtama gotram with hereditary rights. There is 
free feeding on kalyanam day. 

Pongali is offered to Bangaramma on every Sun
day. 

Source: Sri K. V. Subba Rao, Teacher, /puru 

15. Molluru - Situated on Nellore-Muthukur 
road at a distance of 2 miles from Muthukur. 

The total population of the village is 1,488 and it 
is made up of the following communities of Caste 
Hindus - Yadava, Reddy, J angam, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes population of 253; and Scheduled Tribes popula
tion of 65. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Village deity Kannetamma temple with her stone 
image in hu.man form with 4 hands and Srikrishna tem
ple, a newly constructed one are the places of worship 
in this village. 

There was famine in this place some years back 
and the people suffered a lot. People prayed their 
family deities. One night an old man saw a muthaiduva 
in his dream who told him that she established herself 
in the east of the village and asked to construct a tem
ple for her and offer daily naivedyam. The next day 
the villagers went in the eastern direction of the village 
and found a stone image. They constructed a temple 
for her and used to worship her. As she saved the 
villagers from famine, she is called 'Kaneti Amma' 
(the deity who saved the villagers) and in gradual usage, 
it became Kannetamma. 

Kannetamma Uthsavam is celebrated in Margasi
ram (November-December). Every Sunday, naivedyam 
is offered to her. It is celebrated for 3 or 4 days accord
ing to their convenience. Ponga/i is offered to the deity. 

Goats and fowls are also sacrificed. It is of ancient 
origin but of local significance. The village elders, i. e., 
Kapus and Yadavas are the patrons. The local people 
irrespective of caste or creed congregate. Pujari is a 
Jangam with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. 

The devotees take sea bath during Rathasapthami 
and observe fasting and jagarana during Sivaratri and 
Vaikunta Ekadasi. 

Source: Sri Bommaraju Sri Ramachandra Murty, 
Teacher, Samithi Elementary School, Molluru 

16. Krishnapatnam- It is a sea-coast village situated 
on the coromandel coast about 2 miles east of Muthu
kur and 16 miles from Nellore. The village is connec
ted by a major district road which connects Muthukur 
and Krishnapatnam. This village was once under the 
rule of Sri Krishnadevaraya and hence it is called Kri
shnapatnam. There was a seaport called Krishnapat
nam in Nellore District in the 13th century. It is 
also called Kollithurai or Gandagopalapatnam. It is 
known from the inscriptions that 500 traders from 18 
countries used to live in Krishnapatnam. The place 
is a fine tourist and picnic resort and provided boating, 
fishing and such other pastimes with immense export 
potentialities of the State, and increased tempo of ex
ports. The development of the minor port at Krishna
patnam is under the active consideration of the 
Government. 

The total population of the village is 2,463 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Ayodhyakapu, Oruganti Kapu, 
Beri Komati, etc.; Scheduled Castes population of 231; 
Scheduled Tribes population of 147 ; and Muslims. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour, fishing and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy temple installed by Janame
jaya, Sri Raml temple, Mahalakshmamma temple and 
Molaka Poleramma temple with her stone image in the 
form of a lingam are the places of worship in this place. 
Molaka Poleramma was found 200 years ago in a paddy 
container in the house of a Balija by name Kamala 
Chinnaiah. Then She possessed a man and told that she 
should be installed in a pJace where the cock-crowing 
and the sound of pestle would not be heard. Accor
dingly she was installed at half a mile distance from the 
village and a temple was constructed. There is Siddes
waraswamy temple constru<;ted by the Chola Kings. 
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There is a stone inscription in this temple. The main 
entrance is to the west. There is a stone manta pam 
beautifully carved and it is said that it was constructed 
by devathas. 

Mola.ka Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for 7 days 
in Jai3htam (May-June) according to the convenience 
of the villagers. The devotees fulfil their vows. It is 
of ancient origin but confined to this and the nearby 
villages. Karnam Venkata Krishnaiah is the chief 
patron. The devotees are Hindus of this and the neigh. 
bouring villagers. Pujari is an Oruganti Kapu with 
hereditary rights. . 

A fair is held in connection with the festival for 
7 days. People from this village and also from the 
neighbouring villages congregate. Eatables, clothes, 
utensils, lanterns. torchlights, pictures and photos, toys, 

mirrors, combs and books are brought and sold in the 
fair. 

Sri VenugopaJaswamy Brahmothsavam is celebra
ted on Phalguna Suddha Purnima (February-March). 
Ugadi, Gokulashtami and Sri Rama Navami festivals 
are also celebrated in this temple. 

Sri Siddeswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
in Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March-April). Mahasiva
ratri, Dhanurmasam, i.' e., in Pushyam (December-Ian
uary), and Mukkoti are the other festivals celebrated in 
this temple. The devotees take sea bath and observe 
fasting and jagarana during these days. 

Source: Sri Appala Subba Rao, Headmaster, Pancha
yat Samithi Elementary School, Krishna
patnam 
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Section II 

GUDUR TALUK 

~udur-The taluk headquarters and a Railway 
~Junction, situated at a distance of 20 miles 

from the sea shore, 24 miles from Rapur and Nellore. 
The G. N. T. Road passes through this town connec
ting it with Nellore and Madras. The Madras-Calcutta 
broad gauge line of the Southern Railway passes thro
ugh this town. The Gudur-Renigunta broad gauge 
line branches off from this place. It can be seen from 
a stone inscription in Alaghunathaswamy temple that 
this village was formerly called 'Kumudur' and gra
dually it corrupted into Gudur. 

The total population of the town is 25,618 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Reddi, Mannekapu, 
Ayodhyakapu, Jangam, Goundla, Valmiki, Kshatriya, 
Kapu, Yadava, Kuruva, Viswabrahmin etc.; Madiga, 
Mala, etc., Scheduled Castes (2,893 persons); Yeru
kula, Yanadi, etc., Scheduled Tribes (1,516 persons); 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, indu
striallabour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Mulasthaneswaraswamy, Che
nnakeswaraswamy, Alaghunadhaswamy, Sri Prasa
nna Venkateswaraswamy, Kodanda Ramaswamy, 
Anjaneyaswamy, Dharmarajaswamy with the images 
of Drowpadi and Dharmaraja, Thallamma, Vighne
swaraswamy, Veerabhadraswamy, Nalabalamma, Gan
gamma, Eswara, Pandurangaswamy, Chinar~.maswamy 
and Pedaramaswamy, Someswaraswamy, Narayanamma 
M:l!ldir with their respective images of deities and 
Hazarath Syed Hakim Hussain Darga and churches are 
the places of worship in this viIIage. 

Prasanna Venkateswaraswamy Brahmothsavam 
takes place from Vaisakha Suddha Dasami to BahuTa 
Panchami (April-May) for 11 days. Every day in the 
morning and in the evening, the Lord is taken in proce
ssion on vahanams with music. Gokulashtami on 
Sravana Bahula Ashtami and Mukkoti Ekadasi on Mar
gasira Suddha Ekadasi are also celebrated. On Mukkoti 
Ekadasi. the northern door of the temple is opened and 
Gramothsavam of the Lord takes place On Garuda 
va/uJlMl"'· Pandals are erected before the temple. The 
local Hindus participate. Pujari is a Srivaishnava of 
MYtJuo7a gotram. Theertha-prasadams are distributed 
to alL 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy Brahmothsavam takes 
place for 12 days from Chaitra Suddha Navamito Bahula 
Panchami (March-April). Festi val arrangements are 
made 4 days in advance. On the first day there are 
kalasasthapana and dwajarohana, on the second day 
Hamsa vahanam, on the third day Chiluka vahanam, on 
the fourth day Garuda vahanam, on the fifth day Hanu
mantha vahanam, on the sixth day Enugu vahanam, on 
the seventh day Rathothsavam, on the eighth day Ponna
manu and on the ninth day Paruveta. Pandals are 
erected before the temple. Panakam (jaggery water) 
vadapappu and fans are offered by the devotees and 
distributed to all. Fastings, feastings and jagarana are 
observed. The local Hindus participate. Pujaris are 
Vaishnavas of Kasyapa gotram. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. 

Sri Dharmarajaswamy Brahmothsavam takes place 
for 21 days from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami (September
October) once in 10 or 12 or 14 or 18 years. Every day 
Kalasapuja and Devatha puja are performed. On the 
first day Drowpadi Swayamvaram, on the second day 
Arjuna's Thapassu Manu are celebrated. A bamboo 
of 70 to 80 feet length is placed before the temple and 
steps are arranged to it. It is called Thapassu Manu. 
The person who plays the role of Arjuna observes fas
ting on the previous day and with 4 or 5 kinds of fruits 
he climbs the Tapassu manu, performs penance for 
sometime on the manu and then throws all the fruits 
into the air. The childless persons beget children and 
the diseases are cured if they got one of the fruits. On 
the third day Uththaragograhanam is celebrated. Herds 
of cattle in the village are brought to the temple ground. 
On the fourth day Alugu niluputa is performed, i. e., a 
kalasam with water is placed in the temple and over the 
kalasam a sword is placed. On the fifth day Agnigull
dam is performed. A fire pit of 18 feet length is pre
pared. The wooden image of Drowpadi with new 
saffron clothes is brought there and thrown into the fire 
pit. Afterwards lime fruits and flowers are put in it. 
But they do not burn. Then Komarikamuvaru (the 
persons with kankanam) walk over the fire pit. One 
lakh people of all communities attend the festival. On 
the sixth day Dharmaraja Pattabhishekam is performed. 
Krishna Rayabharam, Duryodhanavadha and Uththara 
Kalyanam are also the important functions of the festi
val. Thousands of devotees from Tirupati in Chittoor 
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district and from Nellore and Kavali areas attend the 
festival. Pujari is a Sudra. 

Sri Chennakeswaraswamy Uthsavam takes place 
during Mukkoti Ekadasi for a day on Margasira Suddha 
Ekadasi (November-December). The idol of the lord 
is taken in procession on Garudavahanam. Fasting, 
feasting and jagarana are observed. The local Hindus 
participate in it. Pujari is a Srivaishnava Brahmin of 
Kowndinya gotram. Theertham and prasadam are dis
tributed to all. 

Alaghunadhaswamy Uthsavam also takes place du
ring Mukkoti Ekadasi, i. e., Margasira Suddha Ekadasi 
(November-December). Gramothsavam of the Lord 
takes place on Garudavahanam. Pujas are performed 
every day in Dhanurmasam. Annakoti Uthsavam also 
takes place on Ashadha Suddha Dwadasi (June-July). 
On that day there is poor feeding to all. Pandals are 
erected and the temple is whitewashed. The local 
Hindus participate. Pujari is a Vaishnava Brahmin of 
Bharadwaja got ram. 

Hazarath Syed Hashim Hussain Gandhothsavam is 
celebrated in this village. Hazarath Syed Hashim Jafar 
Masthan Saheb VaH Ullah was a native of Salem district 
of Madras State and he came to this place in 1905 or 
1906 as a mad man. He used to live in the house of 
Kammati Naramma in Gowndlapalem. At that time 
Sri Kuppuswamy Setty was the Tahsildar of Gudur and 
he was perfor ming Amba puja. Once during his puja 
he saw Hazarath Syed Saheb beating a devil with a whip 
and sending it out of the village. He asked the villa
gers whether there lived a great saint in this village. 
They replied Hazarath Syed Hashim Hussain Jafar Mas
than Saheb lived in this village. Then the Tahsildar 
constructed a darga in the name of the saint and intro
duced an urs in the name of the saint. From that time 
onwards this urs is being celebrated for 3 days in May 
or June. Milad-ul-Nabi and Moharram are also cele
brated in this darga. Fastings are observed. Sugar, jag
gery, sweets and fruits are offered. Meetings are held. 
The local Muslims p:lfticipate. Muslims are the pat
rons. Poor feeding is arranged and panakam, clothes 
and gruel are distribu ted. 

Narayanamma Perantalu Uthsavam is celebrated in 
this village. Srimathi Narayanamma was a Kapu lady 
of Palacherla village which is at a distance of 3 miles 
from Gudur. Gudur was her husband's village. Her 
husband used to do business in cattle in Rayal".seema 
and in Golkonda. Once when he went for trade he fell 
sick on his way back to Gudur and died. At that time 
Narayanamma was in her puttillu (parent's house). 

Some peopJe came and told her the incident. Naraya
namma then took her bath, anointed her body with 
saffron, wore saffron coloured clothes and folJowed 
the people to Gudur. When they came half a mile 
to the South of Gudur, her 'mattelu' (siiver rings 
worn only by married women to their toes) slipped 
off. She marked the spot an4 asked the people accom
panying her to prepare chUM (pyre). Without going 
to her husband's house she directly went to the 
elders of the viII age and asked their permission to 
perform satee along with her husband. At that time, 
the heads of the village were Munubolu Peda Ramana 
Reddy and Karanam Rangasayi. The Palegars were 
Muslims who were in Chittivelu village of CUddapah 
district. So the village headmen sent some servants to 
the Palegars to obtain permission for Narayanamma's 
satee. The servants took rest at Sydapuram, 6 miles 
to the West of Gudur as night fell by that time. They 
chanced to meet some strangers already carrying the 
permission for Narayanamma's sa tee. It was realised 
that it was all due to the power of Narayanamma and 
they all went to Gudur. A big fire pit was arranged 
at the spot where her mattelu slipped off and along 
with her husband's dead body, Srimati Narayanamma 
performed sa tee. Every year Narayanamma festival 
is celebrated on the fourth day after Makara Sankra
mana, i. e., (17th January). The villagers bring their 
daughters to the deity Narayanamma and give them 
new blouse pieces and sarees. Jaggery, sarees, jacket 
pieces and Bengalgram are offered to the deity. When 
cattle are lost by people, they pray to her and offer 
naivedyam and get back their cattle. The local devo
tees participate in the festival irrespective of caste or 
creed. Pujari is a Jangam with hereditary rights; 

Village deity Thallamma festival is celebrated for 
a day before Bhogi i. e., 12th January. Ponga//u are 
offered to her and are distributed to all. Animals are sa
crificed to the deity. This deity is worshipped to ward off 
the evil of crop pests. A big procession is held on that 
night and it is performed mostly by Goundlas. Ther.e 
is a village by name Mudigedu in Rapur Taluk which 
is to the west of Gudur where the village deity Mudi
gedamma is worshipped. The deity Mudigedamma is 
worshipped with sand in the river and the prasadam 
offered is brought to the Tallamma temple in Gudur. 
On the next day, the prasadam is taken to the temple 
from the house of Yerraml', Reddy along with a new 
pot, saffron and vermilion accompanied by music. 
ThaIJamma w;,s the daughter of Yerrammareddy family 
and she used to get fire for the elders to light their 
cigars and beedies. Ponga//u are placed in heaps 
before tre ddy and the prasadam, i. e., sand brought 
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from Mudigedu is mixed with the pongallu. A goat 
is sacrificed and the blood is also mixed with prasadam 
and after offering it to the deity, it is sprinkled over the 
fields and village boundaries. All the pests die out the 
next day itself. The local people participate. Pujari is 
a Balija with hereditary rights. All the villagers go to 
the temple. 

The newly married couple of the village during 
their marriage visit Sathi Nalajaramma. Sathi Nalaja
ramma was the daughter of Penchalu Reddy. When 
she was pregnant, she asked her husband to get millet 
earS. Her husband got them from the field of others 
without their permission. Knowing it, the village 
head, PenchaJu Reddy,. i.e., the father of Nalajaramma 
sentenced his son-in-law to death. Along with her hus
band Nalajaramma performed satee. Kavikokila Du
vvuri Ramireddy wrote a book Nalajaramma Agni 
Pravesam about her. 

Gangamma TirunaJa is celebrated once in 12 years. 
Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed. Yadavas are 
the chief patrons and pujaris. 

There is a boy named Sri Mulam Lakshmaiah, 
who passed Intermediate class and became a sanyasi. 
He got constructed an Ashram in a garden outside the 
village and lives there calmly. His mother serves him 
food every day. He takes food and again sits calmly 
without talking to, anybody. During Sivaratri he comes 
out and sits on a pial calmly and peopJe have the dar
shan of the young saint. 

Source: 1. Sri A. L. Narasimhaiah, Endowments 
Executive Officer, Gudur 

2. Sri Cheni China Subbaiah, Agriculturist, 
Gudur 

3. Sri Siddareddy Venkata Balakrishna 
Reddy, Village Munsiff, Gudur 

4. Sri Amancherla Subbaiah; Karnam, Gudur 
5. Sri Munubolu Rangareddy, West Gudur 

Munsijf, Gudur 
6. Sri Md. Silar Saheb, Muthavalli (Trus

tee) of the Mosque, Gudur 
7. Sri Thummala Subbaramaiah, Manager, 

V.R. Southern Railway, Done 

2. Vindur - Situated at a distance of 5 miles to 
the north of Gudur. Gudur is the nearest Railway 
Station and there is no bus conveyance to this village. 

. The total population of the village is 3,511 and it 
15 made up of Brahmin, Kapu, Balija, etc., communi-

ties of Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes 
(815 persons); and Scheduled Tribes (328 persons). 
Agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupa tions are the sources of livelihood for the people 
of this village. 

There are the temples of Chennakesavaswamy and 
Someswaraswamy in this village. Nityanaivedyam and 
deeparadhana are observed in the Chennakesavaswamy 
temple. In the Someswaraswamy temple, the Sivalin
gam and the stone idol of his consort Kamakshi Amma .. 
varu to the left are there in the same sanctum san~ 

ctorum. Eleven acres of wet land is there for both the 
temples. Sri Chilakapati Rajagopal is the pujari for 
these two temples and Sri Pushpala Krishnaiah Naidu 
is the trustee. The pujari is given 2 puttis of paddy 
(26 gunny bags Or 26 quintals) per year towards his 
remuneration. Oil is supplied by the Endowments 
Department. 

Source: Sri A. L. Narasimhaiah, Endowments Execu
tive Officer, Gudur 

3. Chillakuru - Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
from Gudur. 

The total population of the village is 1,883 and it 
is made up of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (604 per
sons); and Scheduled Tribes (194 persons). The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Mahasivaratri festival is celebrated for 3 days 
from Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (January-February). 
On that day Mouna Yogi, a saintly man gives public 
darshan. About 15,000 devotees, local and from vi
llages of Gudur and Rapur taluks congregate. All 
communities take part. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Fest ivals furnished by 
Collector, Nellore 

4. Mekunuru-Situated at a distance of 5 miles to 
the south of Gudur. Odur is the nearest railway sta
tion at a distance of It miles to the west of this village. 

The total population of the village is 799 and it 
is made up of Kapu, Yadava, Goundla, Vadde, Cha
kali, etc., Caste Hindus ; Mala, Madiga Scheduled 
Castes (170 persons); Yanadi, Yerukula Scheduled 
Tribes (75 persons); and Muslims. Agriculture and 
agricultural labour are the chief sources of livelihood 
for the people of this village. . 
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There are no temples in the village. But a Siva
lingam in the open space at the entrance of the village 
on the north - east and Po\eramma deity symbolised 
in a stone under a small stone structure are there in 
the village. Po)eramma Kolupulu are celebrated when 
cattle diseases and epidemics prevail in the village. 

Source: 1. Sri Veguru Ramareddy, Village Munsiff, 
Mekanur 

2. Sri V. Radhakrishna, Karnam, Mekanur 

5. Chennoru - Situated to the west of Gudur town 
at a distance of 3l miles and 2 furlongs to the south of 
Gudur-Rapur Road. 

It is the biggest village in Gudur talule It is an 
ancient village, more than 2,000 years old and then it 
was caBed Cheruvanuru which, in course of time came 
to be called with the present name. Till 1940, when it 
was bifurcated into Chennuru Bit I and Chennuru Bit II, 
there were about 2,000 households with approxima
tely 10,000 persons in this village. KothathungapaJem, 
Thikkavarappadu, Pathathungapalem and Nayudupalem 
Khandriga were its hamlets. Since bifurcation in 1940 
Thikkavarappadu as main village is redesignated as 
Chennuru Bit I and Chennuru main viIJage and Kotha
thungapalem are clubbed together and named as Chen
nuru Bit II. Chennuru Bit II is the biggest of the two 
villages having 1,356 households and 6,062 persons of 
whom 1,250 belong to Scheduled Castes and 618belong 
to Scheduled Tribes. In Chennuru Bit I, there are 448 
households with 2,139 persons of whom 640 are Sche
duled Castes people and 340 are Scheduled Tribes 
people. Kapu, Brahmin, Vaisya, Balija and Devanga 
are the important castes of Ca.ste Hindus. Muslims 
also are there in these two viIJages. The chief means 
oflivelihood of the people of these two villages are agri
culture, agricultural labour , weaving, mica business and 
other traditional occupations. 

There are the temples of Someswara, Chennakesava, 
Veerabhadraswamy, Anjaneya and the village deity Ka
ttalamma. The Somesw.lra and Chennakesava temples 
are said to be very ancient ones built by the Chola kings. 
There are lands for these temples. 

Nityanaivedyams and deeparadhanas take place in 
all these temples. In the Chennakesavaswamy and 
Anjaneyaswamy temples, Vaikhanasa Brahmins are the 
pujaris with hereditary rights and in the Someswara and 
Veerabhadraswamy temples, Saivite Brahmins are the 
pujaris with hereditary rights. Processions of Chenna
kesava for Mukkoti and Ekadasarudrabhishekam for 

Someswara for Sivaratri take place, one day on the res
pective festivals. Fasting and jagarana are observed by 
the villagers. These festivals are limited to the village 
only. 

Village deity Kattalamma Kolupu for good harvests 
and prosperity of the villagers, Poleramma Jatara and 
Ankamma Kolupu to ward off the villagers and, cattle 
from epidemics and contagious diseases, are celebrated 
once in 4 or 5 years by all the villagers. Animal sacri
fice also takes place during the Jatara. 

Source: Sri Chennuru Pattabhiramaiah, Karnam, 
Chennuru Bit Jl 

6. Vendodu - Si tuated at a distance of 8 miles to 
the south-west of Gudur and Ii miles to the west of 
the Vendodu Railway Station on Gudur-Venkatagiri 
line. 

The total population of the village is 1, 121 made up 
of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, etc., Caste Hindus; Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Castes (427 persons); and Yanadi 
Scheduled Tribe (139 persons). 

Chennakesavaswamy temple and Rama mandir are 
there in the village. Daily pujas are observed in the 
Chennakesavaswamy temple. Pujari is Sri Punugoti 
Venkata Subbaiah, a Vaidiki Brahmin. There is 20 
acres of lemon garden endowed to the temple. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for one day on Chai
Ira Suddha Navami in this temple. During this occa
sion pujari of the Chennakesavaswamy temple performs 
the puja. No daily pujas are performed in the Rama 
mandir. Sri Vijja Sundararami Reddy, Vice-President 
of the Gudur Panchayat Samithi is the trustee of both 
the temples. 

Source: Sri A.L. Narasimhaiah, Endowments Executive 
Officer, Gudur 

7. Ayyavaripalem - Situated to the south of Gu
dur at a distance of 6 miles. Nearest Railway Station 
is Odur at a distance of 21 miles. 

The Raja of Venkatagiri gave this village as Sro
lriyam (Agraharam) to the Brahmins (Ayyavarlu) of this 
village 200 years ago. So it came to be called as 
Ayyavaripalem. 

The total population of the vi11age is 839, made up 
of Kapu, Golla, Jangam, Vadde, Muthracha, Chakali, 
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Mangali. etc., commUnitIes of Caste Hindus; Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Castes (345 persons); and Yanadi, 
Yerukula, etc., Scheduled Tribes (111 persons). 

There is only one Rama mandiram (temple) in this 
village. Stone idols of MaUayya and Chengalamma 
deities are also worshipped. There are no temples for 
these deities. As the temple was in ruins, the villagers 
collected contributions for the renovation of the temple. 
The renovation was in active progress at the time of 
the survey (April 1968) and was expected to be comple
ted within a month or two. Sri Rama Navami is cele
brated for 9 days in this temple. Sri Sistla Venkata 
Narasaiah, a Vaidiki Brahmin is the pujari offering 
nityanaivedyam and deeparadhana. 

Source: Sri Bachchala Veeraraghava Reddy, Village 
Munsiff and Karnam, Ayyavaripalem 

8. Kadivedu - Situated at a distance of 7 miles to 
the east of Gudur on Gudur-Kota bus route. Gudur 
is the nearest Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 2,047 made 
up of Kapu, Karnam (Adivelama), Golla, Brahmin. 
Vaisya, etc., Muthracha, Jangam, Ch'lkali, Mangali, 
etc., C2ste Hindus; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes 
(571 persons); Yanadi, Yerukala, etc., Scheduled 
Tribes (259 persons); and Muslims. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

There are the temples of Siva, Rama, Chennake~ 
sava, Krishna and Bhairappa in this village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) in the Rama 
temple. There is Ii acres of wet land endowed for 
this temple. Pujari is Sri Kasibhatla Radhakrishna. 
In the Sivalayam (temple of Siva), Sivaratri festival is 
observed for one day on Magha Ba/mla Chaturdasi 
(February-March). Daily pujas are there. Sri A. Venu
gopalayya, a Vaidiki Brdhmin is the pujari. There 
is 3 acres of wet land dedicated for this Lord. 

Krishnamandiram was constructed by a Reddy 
(Kap'l) family. a')ri V. Radhakrishna Reddy. Sri 
A. Narsa Reddy, and Sri V. Srinivasa Reddy are 
the chief worshippers of the Lord. Sri Krishna Jayan
thi is celebrated for one day in this temple. 

In Thimmanagaripalem, hamlet of Kadivedu, to 
the north of the main village at a distance of 1 mile, 

there is another Ramamandiram. Sri Rama Navami 
is celebrated for 9 days in this temple. 

Source: Sri D. V. Subba Reddy, Village Munsiff 

9. MutbyaJapadu - Situated at a distance of 5 
miles to the east of Gudur Town. Gudur-Momidi bus 
route passes by the northern side of this village at a 
distance of 3 furlongs. Parichelavaripalem at a distance 
of 2 miles to the east and Nancharammapeta at a dis
tance of 1 mile to the north are the hamlets of Muth
yalapadu. 

The total popUlation of the village including its 
hamlet is 1,848 made up of Kapu, Golla, Chakali, 
Mangali, etc., Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga Scheduled 
Castes (488 persons); and Scheduled Tribes(142persons). 
Agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations are the chief sources of livelihood for 
the people. 

In Parichelavaripalem there is Sri Venugopala
swamy temple. Sri Venugopalaswamy festival is cele
brated for 6 days for Gokulashtami from Sravana 
Bahula Ashtami (July-August). A wooden idol of 
Sri Krishna is taken in procession in the village for 
2 days. Vuttipanduga is celebrated on the 4th day bet
ween 4 and 5 p. m. Kalyanam is celebrated on the 5th 
day and Vasanthothsavam on the 6th day in the mor
ning. There is 6 acres of in am land for the temple. 
Pujari is Sri M. Venkata 6ubbaiah, a Vaidiki Brahmin 
and trustee is Varidireddy Ramachandra Reddy. 

In Nancharammapeta, Nancharamma temple is 
there. It has an endowment of Ac. 1.40 cts. of wet 
land. Sri Gaddam Venkata Subbaiah, a Jangam, is 
the pujari. The village deity's Kolupu is celebrated 
for 1 day on 17th January, of every year. 

Source: 1. Sri V. Achyutha Rao, Karnam 
2. Sri Varidireddy Raghava Reddy, Village 

Munsiff 

10. Tbikkavaram- Situated at a distance of 8 mi
les to the east of Gudur and well connected by buses. 
Gudur is the nearest Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 2,355 .and it 
is made up of Kapu, Golla. Adivelama, Chakali, 
Mangali, etc., Hindu Castes; Mala, Scheduled Caste 
(816 persons); and Yanadi, etc., Scheduled Tribes (305 
persons). Agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
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household industries are the sources of livelihood for 
the people of this village. 

Temples of Rama, Vinayaka, Anjaneya and Chin
talamma are the places of worship in this village. In 
Cbinakatapalle hamlet, a Ramalayam and in Chedu
mala hamlet, temples of Chintalamma and Anjaneya
swamy are there. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 2 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March - April) in the Rama
layam, Ac. 1.50 cts. of wet land is there for the tem
ple. Pujari is Sri Venkalanarasaiah, a Srivaishnava 
Brahmin. 

Vinayaka Chaviti is celebrated in the Vinayaka 
temple. Pujari is Sri Neemala Venkata Subbaiah, a 
Saiva Brahmin. There is 2 acres of wet land for this 
temple. Sri M. Ranga Reddy is the trustee for this 
temple. 

There is 50 cents of wet land for the Anjaneya
swamy temple. Pujari is a Yadava. For the Chinta
lamma deity also there is 50 cents of wet land. 
Pongali is offered to the deity. Sri Pigilem Venkata
krishnaiah, a Yadava is the pujari. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 2 days in the 
Ramalayam in Chinakatapalle. There is Ac. 4.90 cts. 
of wet land for this temple. For the Anjaneyaswamy 
temple in Chedumala hamlet there is 7 acres of land. 

Source: Sri S. Dasaradharami Reddy, Village Mun
siff, Thikkavaram 

11. Kalavakonda - Situated at a distance of 8 mi
les to the east of Gudur on Gudur - Yeruru bus route. 

The total population of the village is 405 and it is 
made up of Yadava, Berisetty, etc., Caste Hindus; 
Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (208 persons) ; and 
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture and agricultural labour, etc. 

Temple of Sri Lakshminarayanaswamy with the 
images of the Lord and His consort carved out on a 
single stone situated on a hillock and a church for the 
Christians are the places of worship in this village. 

Sri Lakshmin~rasimha Jayanthi is celebrated for 
one day on Vaisakha Pournami (May). About 300 acres 
of dry land is there for the temple. But this land is 
leased out for cattle grazing for Rs. 325 per year where. 
as Rs. 600 is to be paid as land revenue. Pujari is 

appointed by the Endowments Executive Officer. 
Gudur. 

Source: Sri A. L. Narasimhaiah, Endowments Execu
tive Officer, Gudur 

12. ThonukuDlala - Situated 9 miles to the east 
of Gudur and 3/4 mile to the south of the Gudur
Pallamala route. 

The total population of the viIIage is 438 and it is 
made up of Muthracha, Yadava, Berisetty, Jangam, 
ChakaIi, Mangali, etc., Hindu castes; Yanadi Sche
duled Tribe (25 persons); and Muslims. Agriculture 
and agricultural labour are the sources of livelihood for 
the people of this village. 

Small temple of Vinayaka, village deity Bavalamma 
on an elevated platform under an arechettu (a tree) 
symbolised in a stone in human form, Sivalingam on 
an elevated platform in an open place and Maha
lakshmamma deity symbolised in a stone under a neem 
tree are the places of worship in this village. For the vill· 
age deity Bavalamma, 75 cents of inam land is there. 
Every Sunday pongali is offered to her. For Maha
lakshmamma deity also there i.s 7S cents of wet land 
and on every Friday pongali is offered to her. Pujari 
is Sri Palem Subbaramaiah, a Jangam by caste, for 
this deity and also for the village deity Bavalamma. 
There is no pujari for the Vinayaka temple and for the 
Sivalingam. There is said to be a temple for the 
Sivalingam in the past. No Jataras take place in the 
village. 

Source: Sri A. Veeraswamy Setty, Village MunsiJ!, 
Thonukumala 

13. Kesavaram - Situated at a distance of 10 
miles to the east of Gudur on Gud,ur-Kota bus route. 
Gudur is the nearest Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,181 made up 
of Vaisya, Golla, Adivelama, Mutracha, Berisetty, Cha
kali, etc., Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (170 per
sons); and Scheduled Tribes (108 persons). The chief 
sources of livelihood of the people !tre agriculture and 
agricul turallabour. 

There is a temple of Rama in this village. Daily 
pujas are offered in this temple by Sri Ekambaram Ba
laiah, a Jangam. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 
9 to 11 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March -
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April). For Peddalapanduga following Sankranti i. e., 
on 16th January, the picture of Rama's coronation is 
taken in procession around the village. There is 2 acres 
of wet land for the temple. 

Source: Sri Kadivedu Subbaramaiah, Karnam, Kesa
varam 

14. Cbittedu - Situated at a distance of 12 miles 
to the east of Gudur on Gudur-Kota bus route. 

The total population of the village is 1,381 made up 
ofKapu, Muthrachaetc., Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga, 
Scheduled Castes (222 persons); and Yanadi, etc., Sc he
duled Tribes (209 persons). Agriculture and agricul
turallabour, etc., are the sources of livelihood for the 
people of this village. 

Sri Kodandaramaswamy temple with the stone 
image and procession idols of Rama, Lakshmana 
and Sita is there in the village. There is 34 acres of 
wet land for that temple. Sri Dorai Rajan is the 
trustee. No pujas and festivals are observed in this 
temple. 

Source: Sri A. L. Narasimhaiah, Endowments Exe..; 
cutive Officer, Gudur 

15. Kapuluru - Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
to the east of Ogili which is on the 10th milestone 
on Gudur-Sullurpet line, 4 miles from Pedaparia Rail
way Station and 12 miles to the south - east of Gudur. 

The total population of the village is 888 made up 
of Kapu, Muthracha, Kaikalasetty (weavers), etc., 
Caste Hindus: Mala, Madiga, Scheduled Castes (229 
persons); and Yanadi, etc., Scheduled Tribes (209 per..; 
sons). Agriculture, agricultural labour, weaving etc., 
are the sources of livelihood for the people of this 
village. 

A Ramamandir with the coronation picture of 
Rama is the place of worship in this village. Daily 
pujas are offered in this temple. Pujari is Sri Avadha
nam Perumallaiah, a Vaidiki Brahmin. Sri Rama 
Navami is celebrated for 9 days from Chaitra Suddha 
Navanai (March - April) in this temple. About 500 or 
600 people of this and the neighbouring 3 or 4 villages 
congregate during these Jays. 

Source: Sri A. L. Narasimhaiah, Endowments Exe
cutive Officer. Gudur 

16. Yellasiri - Situated on Nayudupeta-Mallam 
road at a distance of 10 miles from Nayudupeta Rail-

. way Station and 28 miles from Gudur towards the 
south-east. Patimitta at a distance of3 furlongs to the 
east and Aravapalem at a distance of 3 furlongs to the 
east of Patimitta are the hamlets of Yellasiri village. 

The total population of the village including its 
hamlets is 2,635 made up of many communities of 
Caste Hindus: Scheduled Castes (685 persons); Schedu
led Tribes (571 persons); Muslims and Christians. In 
Yellasiri main village Kapu, Adivelama, Balija, Muth
racha, Golla, Endra, Jangam, Vaisya, Chakali, Man
gali, etc., Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Cas
tes; Yanadi, Scheduled Tribe; and Muslims are there. 
Kapu, Golla, Mala, Madiga and Christians in Aravapa
lem hamlet and Kapus and one Brahmin household in 
Patimitta hamlet are there. 

In Yellasiri, Yellamma sakli symbolised in a small 
stone in human form in an old temple in ruins is the 
object of worship. Every Friday, naivedyam is offered 
to the deity. Pujari is a Jangam. No jatara is obser
ved for her. There is Ii acres of wet land for the deity. 
There is also one peerla chavidi in the village. Mohar
ram is celebrated here. Though it is a Muslim celebra· 
tion, most of the participants are Hindus. 

In Patimitta hamlet, there is a Ramamandir with 
metal idols of Rama, Lakshmana, Sita and Anjaneya in 
human form and a picture also. There is no pujari 
with hereditary rights. Yet, some arrangements 
or other are made for daily pujas. There is 4 acres of 
wet land for this temple. Sri Rama Navami from Chai· 
Ira Suddha Navami (March-April) is celebrated for 
3 days. Kalyanam on Navami, pattabhishekam on Dasami 
and vasanthothsavam on Ekadasi are celebrated. Hari
kat has and music concerts are arranged during these 
three days~ About 5,000 Hindus from this and the 
neighbouring villages participate in the celebrations. 

In Aravapalem hamlet, there is a Sri Krishnaman
dir with the panchaloha (5 metals) idols of Lord Krishna 
with His consorts Rukmini and Satyabhama. Krishna
shtami is celebrated for 4 days in this temple. There 
is 8 acres of wet land for this temple. Pujari is a Brah
min and Sri Lingareddy Jagannadhareddy is the 
trustee. Harikaihas and music concerts are arranged 
during the 4 days of festival. 

Source: Sri Pochareddy .Tanakiram Reddy, B. A., 
Ta/uk Statistical Assistant, Gudur 
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17. Vakadu - Situated at a distance of 19 miles to 
the south-east of Gudur on Gudur-Dugarajupatnam 
bus route. Gudur is the nearest Railway Station. 

The village is famous for the Harijan hostel which 
has a strength of over 1,800 stud ents. It has the good 
fortune of being visited by many an eminent person like 
la te Babu Rajendraprasad, the first President of the 
Indian Republic, Sri V. V. Giri, the present Vice-Presi
dent of India, Governors, Chief Ministers and Ministers 
of Andhra Pradesh and many other important officials 
and non-officials, etc. 

This is an ancient village. It is said that some 
centuries ago, this was a big town called Vandanapuri 
encompassing the present Vakadu and Kota villages. 
Vandanapuri means city of 'thanks-giving'. A moat 
was also there around Kota village and the art and ar
chitecture of the buildings, Jain wells and the sculpture 
of the Buddha, Nagarjuna and Mahaveera images found 
in these villages suggest that the culture of the two villa
ges, viz., Vakadu and Kota was one and the same. J 

The etymology of the name of the village 'Vakadu' 
is Vaka=rivulet, Kadu=forest or funeral place or cre
matorium meaning thereby a riverside fo·rest (or crema
tion ground by the side of a rivulet). It is said that a 
beggar couple came to this village long long ago and 
begged for alms. They did not receive any alms from 
the villagers. They went out of the village and at its 
outskirts, they took out their guts and worn them as 
sacred threads. They cursed: 'Vandanapuri kadidi 
vallakadyna Vakadu' - meaning that this is not 'Vanda
napuri' (city of thanks-giving) but the funeral Vakadu. 
Then the couple died out of starvation. 

Now that a flourishing and famous Harijan hostel 
providing education with boarding and lodging facilities 
to over 1,800 pupils with a fulfledged High School, Se
condary Grade Training School, Crafts centres and a 
fulfledged Degree College are there in the village, in 
tune with the flourishment ~f education, a new deriva
tion is'given to the name 'Vakadu' which is as follows; 
Vakku=Saraswati-the Goddess of Learning; adu= 
nat yam, i.e., dance, meaning thereby the abode of Sara
swati or th\! centre of education or learning. The villa
ge owes its present importance to the unstinted efforts 
of Sri Nedurumalli Balakrishna Reddy. 

The total popUlation of Vakadu village is 4,453 
m1de up of Kapu, Adivelama, Golla, Brahmin, Vaisya, 
Muthracha, etc., communities of Caste Hindus; Adi 

Andhra (Mala), Arundhatiya (Madiga) Scheduled Cas
tes (1,105 persons), Yanadi. Yerukala, etc.; Scheduled 
Tribes (553 persons); and MusHms and Christians. 
AgricUlture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations and household industries are the sources of 
livelihood for the people of this village. 

There are the temples of Sri Kodandaramaswamy, 
Alaghunadhaswamy, Nageswaraswamy and Veerabha
draswamy and a Ramamandir constructed by Smt. Ma
gunta Annamma, mother of Sri Magunta Radhakrishna 
Reddy for their family use and village deities Nagara
pamma and Desamma are there in the village. Maha
lakshmamma deity is symbolised in a stone under a 
neem tree and Ankamma deity is symbolised in a stone 
under a gangaravi chettu (the specia populacea or 
Portia tree). 

In the Nageswaraswamy temple, there are two 
Sivalingams - one in the sanctum sanctorum and the 
other outside the temple. In the same compound, Ka
makshi's (the consort of the Lord) temple with her 
2 feet high stone idol in human form is there. N ityanai
vedyam and deeparadhana are the regular features of 
worship to the deity. Sivaratri festival for one day and 
Brahmothsavams for 7 days are conducted in the tem
ple from Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February). 
Ankurarpana, dhwajarohana, ravanaseva, nandiseva, ra
thothsavam, kalyanam and dopu are the functions. 
About 2 to 3 thousand people participate in these cele
brations except for nandiseva and kalyanam wherein 
about 5,000 people -local and from the neighbouring 
villages participate. Pujari is Sri Movva Sundara Ra
maiah, a Saivite Brahmin. 

In Veerabhadraswa:ny temple, homagundam and 
Dakshayagnam are performed once in 10 years for 3 days. 
There are small temples separately for Vighneswara, 
Kumaraswamy and Nandeeswarudu in the compound 
of Nageswaraswamy temple. 

In the Alaghunadhaswamy temple, there is the 
4 feet high stone idol of the deity in human form. Lak
shmidevi (Goddess of Wealth) temple is also there in 
the same compound. Mukkoti Ekadasi is observed in 
the Alaghunadhaswamy temple. Sri Kandukuri Lak
shminarasimhachari, a Srivaishnava Brahmin is the 
pujari appointed on a monthly salary. During the past 
7 or 8 years, Brahmothsavams were not celebrated. 

In the Kodandaramaswamy temple, the stone idols 
of Rama, Lakshmana and Sita in human form and pro-

1 Nenu-Na Samsthalu - A booklet in Telugu by Sri Nedurumalli Balakrishna Reddy, founder of the'Harijan Hostel, Vakadu. 
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cession idols also are there. Bhajans are conducted 
for Sri Rama Navami and Dcsara festivals in this tem
ple and panakam and vadapappu are distributed to the 
people who gather there. Anjaneyaswamy temple is 
there near the Kodandaramaswamy temple. 

The village deity Nagarapamma temple with her 
stone idol is at the entrance of the village to its east. 
It was renovated by Sri N. Balakrishna Reddy, the gre
at benefactor of this village in 1962-63 at a cost of 
about Rs. 6,000. Dasara festival is observed for 10 days 
during Asviyujam (September-October) in this temple. 
NityanaiJ1edyam and deeparadhana are the regular fea
tures and on every Friday puja is performed to the 
deity. Pujari is Sri Nagalla Ratnam, a Jangam by 
caste. Kolupulu are celebrated every year on 15th Jan
uary on the Pasuvulapanduga festival day following 
Sankranti. The stone idol of Desamma deity is cove
red under the sands of the river Swarnamukhi to the 
north of the village. 

About 100 acres (of which 20 acres is wet land 80 
acres is dry land) of inam land is there for the Nages
waraswamy, Alaghunadhaswamy and Kodandarama
swamy temples. Trustee for these temple lands is Sri 
Nedurumalli Janardana Reddy. 

Source: 1. Sri Nedurumalli Janardana Reddy, B. A., 
B. Ed., Vakadu 

2. Sri Nedurumalli Padmanabha Reddy, Vill
age Munsijf, Vakadu 

3. Srj Nelluru Pitchayya Naidu, Karnam 

4. Nenu-Na Samsthalu-by Sri Nedurumalli 
Balakrishna Reddy, Founder of the Vakadu 
Harijan Hostel, Vakadu 

18. Gudali - Situated at a distance of It miles to 
the south of Gudur-Dugarajupatnam road and 16 miles 
to the east of Gudur. 

The total popUlation of the village at the 1961 Cen. 
sus was 1,943 made up of Kapu and Devanga etc., 
Caste Hindus; Mala, and Madiga Scheduled Castes 
(405 persons); and Scheduled Tribes (370 persons). 
Agdculture, agricultural labour, weaving and other 
traditional occupations are the sources of livelihood 
for the people Qf this village. 

As the river SW:lrnamukhi and the Momidi canal 
join (sangamam) here, the lord is called Sangameswara
swamy. The Sangameswaraswamy temple is very ancient 

one. Nityanail'edyam and deeparadhana take place in 
the temple. Pujari is a Brahmin of Bharadwaja got ram 
with hereditary rights. 

Brahmothsavams for the lord are celebrated for 11 
days from April 4th to 14th, 9 days for Makara San
kranti and for Mesha Sankranti also. Kapus are the 
patrons and the trustee belongs to Devanga caste. 
About 10,000 devotees from this and the neighbouring 
villages of other taluks congregate. Free feeding is 
done during the Brahmothsavams. 

Source: Sri V. V. Ramanaiah, Karnam, Gudali 

19. Kota - Situated at a distance of 18 miles to 
the south-east of Gudur and well connected by buses. 
Gudur is the nearest Railway Station. 

It is said that some centuries ago, a huge town 
was there in this arep.. named 'Vandanapuri' encompa
ssing the present Vakadu and Kota Villages. A moat 
also was there around Kota village and the art and 
architecture of the buildings, Jain wells and the sculp
ture of the Buddha, Nagarjuna and Jain images found 
in these villages suggest that the culture of the two 
villages, viz., Vakadu and Kota was one and the 
same.! 

The totul popUlation of the village is 5,436 and it 
is made up of Kapu, Adivelama, Brahmin, Vaisya, etc., 
communities of Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga Scheduled 
Castes (1,255 persons); and Yanadi, etc., Scheduled 
Tribes (1,076 persons). The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Someswara temple with lingam (phallic emblem) 
is there in the village. Festivals for the Lord are cele
brated for Sivaratri and Magha Bahula Chaturdasi 
(January-February) and Margasira Suddha Ekadasi 
(November-December) respectively. Fasting and jaga
rana are observed for both the festivals, one day for 
each festival. 

Jatara for the village deity Kotamma is celebrated 
once in three years. Fowls, goats and rams are sacri
ficed to the deity during the Jatara. Yadavas (Gollas) 
are the chief patrons of this deity. 

Source: Sri Kola Jayaramaiah, Karnam, Kota 

1 Nenll-Na Samslha/u - A booklet in Telugu by Sri Nedllfumalli Balakrishna Reddy, Founder of the Harijan Hostel, Vakadu. 
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20. VaUipedu - Situated at a distance of 18 miles 
to the east of Gudur on Gudur-Y eruru bus route. 
Gudur is the nearest Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 830 made 
up of Brahmin, Kapu, Golla, Vadde, etc., Hindu Cas
tes; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (305 persons); 
Yanadi, Yerukula Scheduled Tribes (196 persons); 
Muslims and Christians. 

Vallipetamma deity symbolised in a stone under a 
banyan tree and a Peerlachavidi are there. There are 
no temples in the village. Every Thursday, ponga/i is 
offered to the deity and puja is done. Sri S. Sivaiah, a 
Jangam, is the pujari. 

Source: Sri M. Balarama Murthy, Karnam, Vallipedu 

21. Udatbavaripalem - Situated at a distance of 
12 miles to the east of Gudur on Gudur - Pallamala 
bus route. Gudur is the nearest Railway Station. Rama
reddipalem, Voddikhandriga and Akuthota are its 
hamlets. 

The total population of the village is 1,242 and it 
is made up of Kapu, Goundla, Muthracha, Golla, 
Jangam, Brahmin, Chakali, Mangali, etc., Caste 
Hindus; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (158 persons); 
Yanadi, Yerukula, etc., Scheduled Tribes (272 per
sons); and Muslims. Agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations are the sources of 
livelihood for the people of this village. 

In Udathavaripalem there is a Chennakesava tem
ple which is in ruins. A new temple is under construc
tion. Stone idols as also procession idols of the Lord 
and his two consorts are there in the temple. In the 
month of Chaitra (March-April), Brahmothsavam takes 
place for 10 days. About 10 acres of wet land is there 
for the temple as inam. Sri Pitti Doraiswamy, a 
Yadava (Golla) is the trustee for the temple land. 

Small temples of village deities Mahalakshmamma 
and Puttalamma are there in the village. Sri Naguru 
Mira Saheb Darga and a peerla chavidi are also there 
in the village. 

In Ramareddipalem there is a small temple of 
Bangaramma and in Akuthota there is a smatl temple 
of Gangamma'deity. The deity is worshipped on 
marriage celebrations, etc. 

Source: Sri Pakala Guruswamy Naidu, Village Mun
siff 

22. Momidi - Situated at a distance of 18 mites 
to the east of Gudur and connected by buses. Gudur 
is the nearest Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the village including its 
hamlets Varagali, PunuguntapaJem and Mannegunta, 
is 2,418 and it is made up of Kapu, Balija, Muthracha, 
Goundla communities of Caste Hindus; Mala and 
Madiga Scheduled Castes (774 persons); and Yanadi, 
etc., Scheduled Tribes (286 persons); Muslims and 
Christians. The chief meam of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural Jabour and other tradi
tinal occupations. 

Temples for the village deity Vemalamma with 
her idol in human form, Siva and Kodandarama are 
there in the village. As the village deity Vema]amma's 
temple is on the verge of being engulfed by the river 
Upputeru, a new temple is constructed for her but the 
deity's idol is not yet installed in it. The chief patrons 
of the village deity are the Kapus and the pujari is a 
Muthracha. 

Sri Rama Navami festival is celebrated for 9 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) in the 
Kodandaramaswamy temple and free feeding takes 
place for one day, and the procession of the Lord 
takes place in the night. A Saivite Brahmin is the pujari 
in this temple. Nityanaivedyam and deeparadhana take 
place in the Kodandaramaswamy and Siva temples. 

Apart from these temples, Mahalakshmamma 
deity is symbolised in a neem tree and worshipped by 
the people of this village. 

In Varagali hamlet which is 2 miles to the north
east of Momidi, the main village, Sri Kodandarama
swamy temple with the stone idols in human form of 
Rama, Sit a, Lakshmana and Anjaneyaswamy is the 
place of worship for the people of this village. Brass 
procession idols also are there. Sri Rama Navami is 
celebrated for 10 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami 
(March-April). About 3,000 people of this and the 
neighbouring villages attend the uthsavams. Some inam 
lands are there for the temple. Sri Prativadibhayan
kara Gopalacbaryulu, a Srivaishnava Brahmin is the 
pujari. 

Source: 1. Sri D. Srinivasa Rao, Karnam, Momidi 
village 

2. Sri Varnajosyula Nageswaraiah, Clerk, 
Taluk Office, Gudur 
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23. Thamminapatnam - Situated at a distance of 3 
miles to the west of Varagali (hamlet of Momidi) and 15 
miles from Gudur on the north-eastern tip of the 
taluk. 

The total population of the village including its 11 
hamlets is 1,776 made up of Pattapuchettis, a fisher
man community of Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga Sche
d uled Castes (370 persons), and Yanadi, Yerukula 
Scheduled Tribes (139 persons). Fishing, agriculture, 
agricultural labour, business, etc., are the sources of 
livelihood for the people of this village. 

Sri Kodandarama temple is the place of worship in 
this village. Daily pujas are performed in this temple. 
Pujari is Sri Appaji Pattabhiramaiah, a Niyogi Brah
min. There is 100 acres of land (including 16 to 20 
acres of wet land) for this temple. 

In Linga varam hamlet there are very ancient tem
ples of Vyaghreswaraswamy with Sivalingam and Rama 
in the village. Mahasivaratri for 1 day and uthsavams 
for Dasara are celebrated for this Lord. Sri Viswana
dha Sambaiah, a Saiva Brahmin, is the hereditary 

.pujari of this temple. There is about 100 acres of land 
(of which 20 acres is wet) for this temple. It is under 
the control of the Endowments Department of the 
State Government. 

In the Rama temple, the coronation picture of 
Rama is there. Pujari of the Vyaghre.swaraswamy 
is also the pujari for this temple. Sri Rama Navami is 
observed for 1 day in this temple. Vadapappu and pana
kam are distributed to the people who gather there. 
Bhajans are also conducted. 

Source: Sri A. L. Narasimhaiah, Endowments, Execu
tive Officer, Gudur 

24. Kanupuru East - This is situated at a distance 
of 10 miles from Kota. 

The total population of the village is 539 and it is 
made up of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (64 per
sons) ; and Scheduled Tribes (40 persons). The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Muthyalamma Jatara is celebrated for 5 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March - April). About 
15,000 Hindu devotees, local and from the·neighbour
ing villages of Rapur and Gudur Taluks congregate. All 
Hindu communities take part in the festival. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished 
by the Col/ector, Nellore 

25. Namakadu - Since about 30 years, this is an 
uninhabited village. There is an Eswara temple and a 
Parvati temple to the south of the Eswara temple in 
the same compound. This temple is situated at a dis
tance of about 20 miles to the east ofGudur on Gudur
Dugarajupatnam road at a distance of only It furlongs 
from the 20th milestone. Now it belongs to Konduru 
(It miles),. Budidalavagu (It miles), Thupili (It miles) 
and Gangannapalem villages. Pujari of this temple is 
Sri Subbaramaiah, a Vaidiki Brahmin and trustee is 
Sri Tiruvuri Ramana Reddy. There is 110 acres of 
land under this temple of which 30 acres is wet and 
the remaining is dry land. Daily puja and deepara
dhana are observed in this temple. For Sivaratri and 
Pasuvula panduga ( 17th January), procession of the deity 
takes place in the village. 

Source: Sri Yeluru Venkata Subbaiah, Talari, Konduru 

26. Arlampad - Situated at a distance of 4 miles 
from Kota and 20 miles to the east of Gudur. Gudur 
is the nearest Railway Station. There is no bus service 
from Gudur to Arlampad. 

The total population of the village is 350 made up 
of Kapu, Golla, Brahmin, Goundla, Kummari, Viswa~ 
brahmin communities of Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga, 
Scheduled Castes (174 persons); and Yanadi Scheduled 
Tribe (34 persons); and Muslims. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriCUlture and agricultural 
labour. 

There are the temples of Siva and the village deity 
Desamma in this village. Nityanaivedyam and deepa
radhana are preformed by the pujari Sri Padmanabha
iah, a Vaidiki Brahmin. There is 3 acres of wet land 
for the Lord. Sivaratri festival is observed for one 
day on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) 
in this temple and jagarana is observed and bhajans 
are conducted. For Desamma, the village deity, puja 
is offered on every Tuesday by Sri Obulayya, a Jangam. 
There is 1 acre of wet land for this deity. E;olupulu for 
her are performed when cattle diseases, epidemics, 
etc., prevail in the village. 

Source: Sri Duvuri Venugopala Reddy, Lower Divi
sion Clerk, Taluk Office, Gudur 

27. Nellipudi - Situated to the east of Gudur by 
the northern side of Gudur-Dugarajupatnam bus route 
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at a distance of Ii furlongs from the 19th milestone. 
Gudur is the nearest Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 911 made up 
of Kapu, Berisetti, Golla, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, 
Mangali communities of Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga, 
Scheduled Castes (298 persons); Yanadi Scheduled Tri
be (44 persons); and Muslims. Agriculture and agricul
turallabour are the chief sources of livelihood for the 
villagers. 

There are the temple of Jalasiddheswaraswamy 
with the Sivalingam and stone idol of Parvati and the 
temple of Desamma. Mahalakshmamma deity is 
symbolised in a stone under a neem tree. A darga is 
also there. 

In the J alasiddheswaraswamy temple, Sivaratri 
festival is observed for 1 day on Magha Bahula Chatur
dasi (January-February) and fasting 'and jagarana are 
observed. Brahmothsavams are celebrated for 7 days 
in September. Sri Nuthalapati Venkateswara Rao, 
a Saivite Brahmin is the pujari. There is an inam of 
11 acres of wet land and 1 acre of dry land to this tem
ple. The pujari is paid annually 1 putti and 15 thumulu 
(about 22 gunny bags) of paddy and Rs. 50 in cash. 
Sri Kotareddy Rami Reddy is the trustee. 

Kolupulu for Desamma deity are celebrated once 
in 3 or 5 years. Sri ThupiIi Balaiah, a Jangam, is the 
pujari. Every Tuesday, ponga/i is offered to the deity. 
Kolupulu are celebrated by coJIeeling contributions 
from the people of the village. A he-goat is let off in 
the name of the deity. Only coconuts are offered to 
the deity. There is 2 acres of wet land dedicated to 
Desamma. 

Mahalakshmamma deity is worshipped on every 
Friday and bhajans aiso are conducted and cocoanuts, 
flowers, etc., are offered for the prosperity of the vi
llage. 

Source: Sri Kotareddy Venkatasubba Reddy, Village 
MunsifJ, and Karnam 

28. Manyalanattu alias TupHi - Situated at a 
distance of 19 miles to the east of Gudur, by the north~ 
er~ side of Gudur-Dugarajupatnam bus route. 

The total population of the village is 99 made up 
of Kapu, Adivelama, MUlhracha, Jangam, etc., com' 
munities of Caste Hindus; and Yerukula, Yanadi Sche, 
duled Tribes (85 persons). Agriculture and agricultural 
labour are the chief sources of livelihood for the people. 

Temples of Brahmalingeswaraswamy, Venkates~ 

waraswamy, Poleramma and Mahalakshmamma deity 
symbolised in a stone under a neem tree are the places 
of worship in this village. 

Brahmalingeswaraswamy in the fOfm of Sivalingam 
with the divine consort Kamakshamma are the dei
ties in the temple. Brahmothsavams were celebrated 
in the past but since 10 years they are not being celebra
ted. Sivaratri is celebrated for 1 day on Magha Bahula 
Chaturdasi (January-February) in the temple. Daily 
pujas take place for the Lord. Pujari is a Brahmin. 
Trustee for this temple is Sri Chintareddy Govinda 
Reddy. Ac. 3.75 ds. of wet land is there for the temple. 

A seven feet high stone idol in human form of 
Lord Venkateswara with smalJ idols in human form of 
Sridevi and Bhudevi, the consorts of the Lord are there 
in the Venkateswaraswamy temple. Seven acres of 
wet land is there for the temple. The temple is in 
ruins. No pujari is there now. Sarvasri B. Narayana 
Reddy, Sesha Reddy and Gopala Reddy are the trus
tees for this temple. 

Poleramma deity is symbolised in ali feet high 
stone. Daily puja and pongali on every Tuesday are 
offered to the deity. Ac. 1.50 cts. of wet land is there 
for the deity. Sri Putleti Venkayya, a Jangam, is the 
pujari. No Jatara takes place for the deity. For 
Yedadi panduga (along with Sankranti) on 17th Janu
ary, uthsavam for the deity takes place and a ram is 
sacrificed. 

Source: 1. Sri Anam Balaramaiah, Tupili 
2. Sri Kumbhala Polaiah, Tupi/i 

29. Dugarajupatnam - Situated at a distance of 
25 miles to the east of Gudur, it is a coastal village on 
the west of the Buckingham canal. The nearest Railway 
Station is Sullurpet at a distance of 20 miles from this 
village. But Gudur is the convenient Railway Station. 
Buse!') ply from this village to Gudur. 

It is one of the natural ports in the country. The 
remains of a light house could be seen even now, at a 
distance of 4 to 5 miles from this village. It is said that 
Britishers (East India Company) first landed at this 
port. Missionaries from Germany also landed here, it 
being a natural port. 

The total population of the village at the 1961 
Census count was 1,101. It is multi-ethnic in composi~ 
tion having Pattapuchetty, Adivelama, Yadava, Bestha 
Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes with 
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90 persons; Yerukalaand Yanadi Scheduled Tribes with 
156 persons. The chief means of livelihood of the peo
ple are agriculture, agricultural labour, fishing, elc. 

There are the temples of Eswara, Madana Gopala
swamy, Veerabhadreswaraswamyand the village deity, 
Poleramma. Poleramma Jatara is celebrated once in 
two or three years. Sea-bath and fasting are obser
ved by the villagers on Vaikunta Ekadasi. Dasara festi
val is observed on a grand scale by aU the communities. 

Source: Sri A. Subbaiah Naidu, Karnam, Dugaraju
patnam 

30. Reddipalem - This is situated at a distance of 
17 miles from Kota. 

The total population of the village is 1,530 and it 
is made up of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (637); 
and Scheduled Tribes (175). The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

There is an ancient temple of Pandurangaswamy 
with the idol stated to have been installed by Agasthya. 

Sri Pandurangaswamy festival is celebrated for 5 
days from Mdgha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-Febru
ary). About 2,000 Hindu devotees, local and from the 
neighbouring villages congregrate. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished 
by the Collector, Nellore 
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SULLURPET TALUK 

~akasiri - Situated at a distance of 3 miles from 
~Naidupet·Mallam road, 8 miles from Naidu., 

pet Railway station on the Madras-Waltair broad gauge 
section of the Southern Railway and 26 miles from 
Sullurpet. 

The total population of the village is 2,378 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Kapu, Kamma, 
Muthracha, Yadava, etc., Scheduled Castes (660)
Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (504) - Yanadi, 
Yerukala, etc.; Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

There is a temple of Puttalamma with her image 
made of Panchalohas (five metals). There is a rachcha
banda (public pial) for Mahalakshmamma and a peerla 
chavidi for Muslims, 

Mahalakshmamma Uthsavam is celebrated on 
Phalguna Suddha Purnima (February-March) for a 
day. Cocoanuts and naivedyam are offered. Domes
tically the devotees observe fasting. This festival is 
celebrated for the past 300 years and is confined to the 
local people. Kapuluri Pulla Batta, a Viswabrahmin 
is the patron. Local Hindus irrespective of caste or 
creed congregate. There is free feeding. 

Eight years back Nagareswaraswamy festival was 
celebrated. Bhajans, and display of fireworks were con
ducted. It was confined to this village. Venkata Rami
reddy, a Kapu, patronized the festival. All communi
ties participated. There was free feeding. It is now 
discontinued. Naivedyam is offered to Puttalamma 
twice a week and prasadam is distributed to all. 

Naguraiah pial with his flags is the pl\lce of wor
ship in Gandangidibba, hamlet of Yakasiri. 

Naguraiah Urs is celebrated on Phalguna Bahula 
Dasami (February-:March) for a day, Cocoanuts are 
offered. It is being celebrated for the past 30 years by 
the local people. All the villagers patronize the festi
val. Local people of all communities participate. 

Source: 1. Sri P. Devadas, Teacher, P. S. Ele. 
School, Yakasiri 

2. Sri G. Paul, Headmaster, P. S. Ele. 
School, Yakasiri 

2. Annamedu - Situated on the bank of the river 
Swarnamukhi at a distance of 5 miles to the north-, 
east of Naidupet Railway Station and 23 miles to the 
north of Sullurpet (18 miles by bus-route and 5 miles 
by footpath). 

The charitable people of the village were glvmg 
food freely to several people. Hence this name 'Anna
medu' has come. In Telugu annamu means food and 
veedu means village and the corrupted form of it is 
Annamedu. 

The total population of the village is 2,028 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Viswabrahmin, Dasari, Kapu, Vaisya, Kshatriya 
(Raju), Pantakapu, Velama, Jangamu, Muthracha, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes (542); Scheduled Tribes (298) -
Yanadi, Yerukula, etc.; Muslims. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultu
rallabour and other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple with His image in human form, 
Agastheswara temple with His huge Sivalingam installed 
by Agasthya, Peerla Chavidi and a Church in Vemugu. 
ntapalem are the places of worship for the villagers. 
There is the temple of the village deity Nagarapamma 
with a stone in Her name. The idol in Agastheswara 
temple is said to be of great magnificence. Harijans 
have no entrance to Nagarapamma temple and Agasth
eswara temple. Mahalakshmamma manu (a tree in the 
name of Mahalakshmamma) and Chennakesava image 
are also worshipped. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Su
ddha Navami (March-April) for 9 days. On the fifth 
day pandals are erected in the streets and kalyanam 
(marriage ceremony) of the Lord is celebrated on a 
large scale. Harikathas are conducted. Sita and Ra
rna are decorated with ornaments, garlands and new 
clothes, seated on chapparams (canopied seats in which 
idols are carried about) fixed to the vahanams and ta
ken out in procession, accompanied by music, amidst 
the light of powerful torches and pleasing dances. 
During the course of procession, Hindus as welJ as 
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Muslims offer cocoanuts and camphor to the deity be
fore their respective houses when the procession passes 
through the streets. On the next day, Pattabhishekam 
(coronation ceremony) and vasanthot hsavam (Bali) 
are celebrated. Daily puja is performed with music; 
cocoanuts, fruits, camphor, vadapappu (greengramdal), 
panakam (jaggery water) and kajjayam (mixture of pu
ffed rice, fried bengalgram and savoury) are offered. 
This is an ancient festival but of local significance. 
Vaisyas and Kapus are the patrons. Local people of 
all communities participate in this. Pujari is a Brah
min of Harithasa got ram with hereditary rights. Pra
sadam is distributed to all and there is free feeding for 
Brahmins. 

Barikathas, keelu gurrams, peacock dances, merry
go-round, etc., afford entertainment to the devotees. 

Ankamma and Poleramma Jatara is celebrated 
once in 5, 9 or 15 years for 2 days in December. In 
December 1960 these were last celebrated. Fourteen 
days prior to the Jatara the villagers, Village Munsiff, 
Karanam, Peddakapu and 18 village servants including 
Kavali, dhobi, barber, etc., assemble in the temple of 
Nagarapamma, install kalasams (decorated earthen 
pots) in the names of Ankllmma and Poleramma, light 
an akhanda jyothi (lamp) and the washerman guards 
it for 3 days from extinction. If the jyothi extingui
shes before three days, it is believed to be a bad omen 
for the village. So the villagers take great care. The 
villagers offer flour, ganda deepam, camphor, cocoanuts 
and naivedyam to the kalasams in the evening for 3 
days, and the washer men perform puja. At 15.00 hrs. 
on the third day, kalasams and akhanda jyothi are car
ried to mitta (an elevated spot on the outskirts of the 
village) where a pandal is erected with the screens made 
of twigs and leaves of va viii (gynandropsis pentaphylla) 
while dreadful music on pambajollu, baka (trumpet), 
kommu (horn), sannai (c1arionet), dolu (drum), thap
peta (wide flat drum), etc., is played and the matha (a 
woman of Madiga caste possessed by the deity) dancing 
in ecstacy follows. Gollas, Muthrachas and Madigas 
too follow the procession exhibiting veerathrallu(whip
ping each other with whips made of gogunara -bark of 
hibiscus cannabinus) with thunderous noises but no in
fury is caused. Kalasams and akhanda jyothi are 
installed in the pandal, while the villagers offer pongali, 
lamps and ganda deepams and sacrifice fowls. Two or 
,three thumus (48 measures) of rice is cooked, p'oured 
as kumbham and offered as naivedyam. The kumbham 
and other offerings made to the deity are equally sha
red by the 18 villl:lge servants. On the last day Malas 
take a he-buffalo thrice round the pandal torturing it 
with buffets and taking the permission of the village 

heads, one of the Malas hews its head with a sword in 
one or two attempts. The blood is collected in a pit 
dug for the purpose. After the sacrifice, the pit is co
vered again. The flesh of the sacrificed animal is 
divided among the 18 servants, though some of them 
do not eat, as it is regarded a privilege. The kalasams 
are taken to the field on the village boundary, naive
dyam and cocoanuts are offered and the pots (kala
sams) are brought back. The same night. an announce
ment is made in the village stating that Poleramma 
Jatara will take place on the succeeding (10th) day. 
And on the roads reaching the village, turmeric and 
vermilion are kept in small pots. In the midday of 
the succeeding Sunday, two washermen from their 
houses with well decorated ghatams (pots) and a he-buff
alo accompanied by the dreadful music of the thappetas, 
pambajollu, kommu, etc., first go to the Peddakapu's 
house. Peddakapu invites the party and pours paddy 
in a heap in a place at his house. Dhobis set down the 
pots on the paddy heap and the Peddakapu family fills 
them with chaddi annam (stale food) and buttermilk, 
decorates them with saffron and vermilion, offers 
incense and worship them. Thus covering the houses of 
the 18 village servants, the ghatams are taken to every 
house in the village from Sunday to Tuesday. On 
Tuesday each house is decorated splendidly as if for a 
marriage and the villagers wear new clothes. On the 
final day, Malas take the screens made of bamboos from 
the Malavada in procession and erect a pandal on 
Gangamitta. In the night the earthen image of Pole
ramma prepared in the potter's house is brought to the 
washerman's house. The deity is painted with various 
colours, decorated with clothes - chiefly with chengavi 
cheera (reddish saree) ornaments and garlands fixed in 
a sleeve. seated on chapparam and taken to the temple 
on Gangamitta. During the procession, the atmosphere 
is filled with the deafening ki/arimpulu (shouts) of the 
Malas, glittering light of the gas-lights, colourful dis
play of fireworks and the dance of matha in ecstacy. 
During the course of procession, kumbham is offered 
and fowls, goats and rams are sacrificed before the 
deity in the streets. The next evening 4 or 5 thumus 
(80 measures) of rice is cooked and poured before the 
deity as kumbham. The village servants share it equally. 
Malas tear the stomach of bali pilla or baddi pilla (a 
goat). Ten persons wearing its guts around their necks 
and asjandhyam mix the blood with rice and scatter it 
round the village which is called bali thiruguta. Any 
person facing the party while scattering the bali is con
sidered to be an ilI- fated one. After this, the he~buffalo 
dedicated to the deity is brought and taken round the 
pandal thrice tor men ting it in various ways with buffets. 
A selected Harijan taking the permission of the village 
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head, beheads it in one or two attempts. Immediately 
after the animal's head is separated from the body, a 
person opening its mouth pl:Jces its fore-leg in it and 
tears the side of the animal, takes the fat and covers 
the animal's eyes with it. Several he-buffaloes. rams, 
goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. After the 
animal sacrifice an oil-cup is prepared with one seer of 
rice flour, a lamp is lit in it and placed on the head of 
the sacrificed he-buffalo. Washerman placing its head 
in a winnow, takes it on his head in procession. The 
animal sacrifice ends when the ViIlage Munsiff sacrifices 
a ram. The image of Poleramma is left in a field on 
the western outskirts of the village in a procession 
while the Asadis follow it reciting suddulu in vulgar 
language to please the deity. An arm and a leg of the 
deity are cut and the ornaments are removed. It is 
believed that if the deity is not maimed she would en
ter the village and destroy it. Intoxicants are used in 
large quantity. Thus it comes to an end. Devotees 
fulfil their vows. For the past three or four centuries 
this is being celebrated and is confined to this village. 
Most of the villagers patronize the festival and the 
village servants and headmen supervise. Local people 
of all communities congregate. Washermen are the 
pujaris. 

When epidemics break out in the vilJage the village 
shakthies are worshipped with kumkum (vermilion) 
and ponga/i is offered. In the streets of Harijans, 
stones, neem and m'1ddi (terminalia g'lbra) trees are 
worshipped in the name of village shakthies. 

Moharram is celebrated with much pomp and 
show with Hindu patronage by all local communities. 

River Suvarnamukhi flows from west to north in 
this place. On either bank there are a few dilapidated 
temples of village deities. Desamma. Narayanamma, 
Puttalamma, etc. On the western boundary of this 
village relics. of the once existed Kamm3.doralapalem 
are seen. The stones used for the construction are 
four times bigger than those used at present. The 
broken pieces of pots they used are so thick that they 
cannot be split with hands. The stones laid across the 
streams to cross on horse back by the Kamma Doras 
are seen even this day. 

Kalavagattu, hamlet of Annamedu is at a distance 
of 2 miles. River Suvarnamukhi divides into two here 
and a branch flows to the east. It is called pulikaluva 
(tiger canal). It is said that a tiger was carried aWllY 
by the canal. So it goes by the present name. Some 
say that it goes by that name due to the tiger-like force 
of water there. As the village is situated on a gattu 

(bank) it is called Kaluvagattu. It is a small village 
with 20 houses. 

Source: 1. Sri K. Govindudu, Headmaster, Anna-
medu 

2. Sri B. Srinivasa Raju, Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary School, Annamedu 

3. MarlapaHe - Situated on the bank of the river 
Suvarnamukhi at a distance of one mile to the east of 
Madras - Culcutta Trunk road and 3 miles from Naidu
pet R",ilway Station. 

The total population of the village is 570 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Viswabrahmin, Kapu, Karnam, Muthracha, Beri, Ve
lama, Kuruva, Chakali, Mangali, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(198) - Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (33) - Yanadi ; 
and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

There is the temple of Mahalakshmamma, 6 fur
longs to the south of Marlapalle with Her stone image 
in female form. 

Mahalakshmamma Uthsavam is celebrated from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March - April) for 3 days. 
Harikathas and bhajans are conducted during these three 
days. Devotees fu!fil their vows; people who are pos
sessed by the evil spirits go round the temp:e. Cocoa
nuts, fruits, camphor, incense, etc., are offered. 
During the procession of the deity, devotees offer 
cocoanuts, fruits and camphor in front of their houses 
when the procession passes through the street. It is 
being celebrated for the past 8 years. It also extends 
to Narasareddy Kandriga, a neighbouring village. 
Patrons are of Bed caste. People of Marlapalle and 
Narasareddy Kandriga congregate. 

Source: Sri C. Subrahmanyam, Teacher, Annamedu 

4. Thummuru- Situated by the side of Madras
Calcutta Trunk Road at a distance of 2 miles from 
Naidupet Railway Station and 19 miles from Sullurpet. 

It is on the banks of Suvarnamukhi river. Narada 
and Thumbura once came to this place. Narada went 
to Kanchi to see Sri Varadaraja Garudothsavam but 
Thumbura stopped here. Thumbura made the image 
of Varadarajaswamy with sand and preformed puja. 
For this reason the village acquired the name Thumburu 
and in due course it was changed into Thummuru. The 
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Gar ud othsavam is celebrated in Kanchi and Thummuru 
on the same day. 

The total population of the villege is 1,436 and it 
is made up of the fOllowing communities: Caste Hin
dus; Scheduled Castes (472) ; Scheduled Tribe~ (103)
Bagata, Gadaba, Chenchu, Koya, etc.; MuslIms and 
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the peo
pIc are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

There are the temples of Kari Manikyaswamy with 
His image along witb the images of Sridevi and Bhoo
devi installed by Thumbura ; Neelakantheswara with 
Sivalingam facing West and His consorts Ganga and 
Parvathi installed by Agasthya. 

Sri Neelakantheswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is 
celebrated from Magha Bahula Ekadasi (January - Fe
bruary) for 7 days. It is an ancient festival confined, 
to this village. Endowment Board supervises the 
festival activities. Local people congregate. 

In connection with this festival a few shops are 
arranged. Eatables are sold. Kolatam and whirling 
wheels entertain the visitors. There are three choult
ries-one for Brahmins, one for Vaisyas and the last 
one for Bed Sreshties. 

Brahmin choultry has got several acres of ~t land 
in 57 villages. The managers of this choultry constru
cted towers for Vishnu temple. It is now in ruins but 
rathothsavam is celebrated with the revenue from the 
inam lands. The lands were acquired a century back 
by one NalJapeddi Lakshmi Narayanappa. The two 
other choultries are constructed by the respective caste 
people and there is free feeding to the people of their 
castes. 

Sri Kari Manikyaswamy Festival is celebrated for 
11 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi (April-May). 
Garudaseva, Rathothsavam and Kalyanam are the im
portant rituals. It is an ancient festival confined to 
this village. Brahmins are the patrons. Local people 
congregate. 

Source: 1. Sri P. Eswara"ah, Teacher, Special Pan
chayat Samithi Elementary School, Thu
mmuru 

2. Sri Talupuri Vellkata Subbaiah,' Thum
muru 

5. Naidupet - Si tuated on the bank of the river 
Suvarnamukhi by the side of the Madras-Calcutta 

Grand Trunk Road, a Railway Station on Madras
Waltair broad gauge section of the Southern Railway 
and at a distance of 18 miles from Sullurpet, 40 miles 
to the south of Neliore, 40 miles to the east of Tirupati 
and 67 miles to the north of Madras. 

Bangaru Yachama Naidu, once Zamindar of Ven
katagiri, gave this place as a mark of gratitude to Vai
syas. They named it as 'Naidupet'. Naidupet was 
once the taluk headquarters of Naidupet Division in 
the Venkatagiri Zamindari. 

The total population of the town is 7,273 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, non-Brahmins; Scheduled Castes (569)
Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (553); Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture and agricultural labour, trade 
and growing limes. besides the important cottage indus
tries like handloom weaVing, dyeing and lace knitting. 

There are temples to Jambukeswara, Kodanda 
Ramaswamy, Kasi Viswanatha, Anjaneya, Vighnes
wara, Kamamma and Ankalamma. An earthen image 
of the village deity is prepared for the Jatara. There is 
no temple for her. There are also a mosque and a 
church. The tomb of Mastanvali or Masthanaiah, a 
fakir is another place of worship for the people. 

Mastanaiah Gandhothsavam is celebrated for 4 
days in the last week of March. The palanquin in 
which the container of gandham is kept, is beautifully 
decorated. Fire works are displayed. Dances, folklores 
of fakirs, dances of the keelu gurrams are arranged. 
Many fakirs gather at the tomb and deliver speeches 
in Urdu about the greatness of Mastanaiah. This Gan
dhothsavam is being celebrated for the past 10 years 
and is of local significance. About 10,000 people local 
and from the neighbouring villages within a radius of 
10 miles congregate, irrespective of caste or creed. 

A fair is held for 4 days near the tomb in connec
tion with the urs on an area of one furlong which be
longs to the Panchayat Board. Taxes are collected. 
This fair is being held for the past 10 years. About 
10,000 people, local and from the neighbouring villages 
within a radiUS of 10 miles congregate. Nearly one 
hundred shops are arranged besides 30 to 50 hawkers 
and 20 booths. Eatables, utensils (stainless steel, copper, 
brass, etc.), glassware, pictures, cloth, readymade dress, 
books, furniture made of cane and wood, agricultural 
implements and toys are sold. Merry·go-rounds, dan
ces, lotteries, music and dance performances, folklores 
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are the items of entertainment. There is free feeding 
on the last day. 

Grama Jatara is celebrated for a day either in the 
dark fortnight of Phalgunam (February-March) or in 
the bright fortnight of Chaitram (March-April). He
buffaloes, rams, goals and fowls are sacrificed Vows 
are fulfilled by the devotees in their respective streets. 
Domestically devotees observe fasting, aradhana, bha
jans, purana patanam (recitation of puranas). The 
jatara is of an ancient origin but of local significance. 
Non-Brahmins are the patrons. Local Hindus, irres
pective of caste or creed, congregate. Pujari is a 
Chakali. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Saibaba festival is celebrated on Magha Suddha 
Panchami (January-February) and prasadam is distri
buted to all. 

Thyagaraja Vardhanti is celebrated in the bright 
fortnight of Phalgunam (February-March) by the local 
music lovers. 

Devi navaratrothsavam is celebrated for 10 days 
from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Dasami (September
October). 

Lord Vishnu has an annual income of Rs. 2,500 from 
8 acres of inam land. 

Source: Sri I. Veeraswamy, Headmaster, P. S. 
School, Pudur 

7. Singanaiathuru - Situated at a distance of 7 
miles from Dhoravari Chatram Railway Station on 
Madras-Waltair Broad gauge Section of Southern 
Railway and 11 miles from Sullurpet by road. 

The total population of the village is 471 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma, Velama, Balija, Kamsali, Chakali; Schedu
led Castes (282) - Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes (47)
Yanadi. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

There are no temples for Gangamma, Poleramma 
and Durgamma. The idols of these deities prepared 
in human form are worshipped. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated in Kartikam (Octo
ber-November) for 1 or 2 days. Animals are sacri
ficed. Cocoanuts are offered. Devotees fulfil their vows. 

Source: Sri E. Krishnaiah, Teacher, West Street, Domestically devotees observe fast and jagaram. 
Samithi Higher Elementary School, Naidupet ' 

6. Pudur - Situated at a distance of 2 miles from 
Naidupet. 

The total population of the village is 1,813 and it 
is made up of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes (124); 
Scheduled Tribes (276); Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture 
and agricultural labour. 

There are the three temples of Lord Vishnu, Lord 
Siva and Goddess Allemma. 

Allemma Jatara is celebrated twice a year in 
March and October for a day on each occasion. An 
image of Allemma is prepared and a procession is held. 
Devotees fulfil their vows on the Jatara day. A variety 
of birds are sacrificed. Domestically non-vegetarian 
dishes are prepared. Next day in the night the Goddess 
is left on the boundary. It is an age-old festival con
fined to this village. All the Hindus take part in the 
festival. 

The Siva temple has 8 acres of in am land but its 
cmp is being enjoyed by the ryots. The temple of 

Gangamma Pongallu is celebrated according to the 
convenience of the villagers. Cocoanuts are offered. 
Animals are sacrificed and devotees fulfil their vows. 
Domestically devotees observe fast and jagaram. In
toxicants are u5ed as a custom during the festival. It 
is celebrated for the past 50 years and is confined to 
this village. Patrons are of Kamma, Balija and Velama 
castes. Local Hindus congregate irrespective of caste 
or creed. Social dinners are arranged. Prasadam is 
distribu ted to all. 

The festivals are also observed in the neighbour
ing villages, MeJanaJathuru and Kalagurthipadu. 

Source: Sri D. SreenivasaRao, Teacher, Singanalathuru 

8. Chillamuru - Situated at a distan.,e of 10 miles 
from Naidupet Railway Station and 28 miles from 
Sullurpet by road. 

It is evident from the existing SivaJingam, wells 
and inscriptions on stones that this village was founded 
by Jaimini Brahmins. During the reign of Venkatagiri 
Samsthanadeeswaras, this was donated to all commu
nities. 
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Singam Setty family of Desai ~~tties was Hving 
here. Mavalamma, the village deity, was born in 
their family and her image was h?u~ed in a pandal 
beneath a sirisha tree (acacia siriSa) to the north of 
this village under the tank bund. 

The total popullltion of the villa$e )s 546 and it is 
made up of the following communities; Caste Hindus -
Viswabrahmin, Jangam. Balija, Yadava; Scheduled 
Castes (77); and Scheduled Tribes (78). The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and preparation of medicines. 

There are the temples of Sri Venkateswara with 
his picture. Goddess Mavalamma with 3 stone images 
of 3 inches height, Sri Krishna with His picture and 
Lord Siva. There are several Sivalingams without 
temples installed by the Chola Kings. 

Sri Krishna Jayanti is celebrated on Sravana 
Bahula Ashtami (August-September) for a day. Fire
works are displayed. Various musical instruments are 
played. It is an ancient festival and extends to the 
neighbouring villages also. 

Sri Venkateswara Uthsavam is celebrated on a Sa
turday in Asviyujam (September-October). Like Sri 
Krishna Jayanti it is also celebrated every year, and 
people from neighbouring villages also participate 
in it. 

On every Tuesday devotees offer pongali and cocoa
nuts to the deity MavaJamma. Animals are also sacri
ficed. The deity is also worshipped when epidemics 
break out in the village. This is of ancient origin and 
of local significance. Singamsetty people are the chief 
patrons. Local people of all communities except Hari
jans participate in it. Fujari is a Saivite of Vrishabha 
go Ira. 

Masthanaiah is represented by a tree and Masta
naiah kandoruthsavam is celebrated. No details are 
available. 

Source: Sri G. Ramanaiah, Teacher, Samithi Elemen
tary School, Chillamuru 

9. Warathur North - Situated at a distance of 4 
miles from Tadimedu by footpath on Naidupet-Mallam 
bus route and 29 miles from Sullurpet. 

The total population of the village is 289 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Chakali, Mangali, Reddi, Jangam, Kapu, 

Yadava, Balija, Viswabrahmin, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(92) - Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mal a; Scheduled Tribes 
(51) - Yerukula, Yanadi. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriCUlture and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temple of Wathuramma whose image is in 
human form is to the west of this village. There is a 
Peerla Chavidi. 

Wathuramma Jatara is celebrated in Margasiram 
(November-December) generally from 10th November 
for 3 days. Cocoanuts are offered. Fowls, goats and 
rams are sacrificed. Devotees fulfil their vows. It is 
being celebrated for the past 50 years and is confined 
to this village. Kapus are the patrons. Local Hindus 
congregate. Flijari is a Jangam with hereditary righ t~. 
During the days of Sivaratri, Mukkoti, Radha Sap
thami, Sankranti, Sri Rama Navami, Krishna Ashtami 
they observe fasting and take sea bath. 

Source: Sri K. Singaiah, Teacher, Arum 

10. Arurn - Situated at a distance of 2t miles 
from Tadimedu on Mallam-Naidupet bus road by foot
path and 28 miles from Sullurpet. 

The total population of the village is 1,398 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin. Vaisya, Adi Velama, Reddi, Chakali, Man
gali, Kummari, Jangam, Balija, Yadava, Viswabrah
min; Scheduled Castes (418) - Adi Andhra, M~diga, 
Mala; Scheduled Tribes (116) - Yerukula, Yanadi; 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture and other traditional 
occupations. 

There are a Yellamma temple with Her awe-inspir
ing wooden image in human form, Lord Vighneswara 
temple with his image, a church and a Peerla Chavidi 
in this village. 

Yellamma Jatara is celebrated in November-Decem
ber for three days. Cocoanuts are offered. Animals and 
fowls are sacrificed. Devotees take intoxicants during 
the festival days. Domestically devotees take bath and 
enjoy feast. It is of80 years old and is cofined to this vill
age. Patrons are of Reddi, Adivelama and Harijan com
munities. Local Hindus congregate. Flijari is a Jangam 
with hereditary rights. Frasadam in the form of nana 
biyyam (soaked rice), guggillu (cooked bengal gram ) 
and copra is distributed to all. 

Source: Sri P. SlIryanarayana Rao. Teacher, Aruru 
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. 11. Tadimedp - Situated at ~ distance bi one mile 
to the south of .11th milestone 011 ¥?)lam-N~idypet 
road, 30 miles from Sullurpet by rdad and 54 miles 
from Nellore. 

The total population of the village IS 519 and it is 
made up of the following comm4nities: Caste Hindus-:
Kapu, Reddi, Arli! Velama, Muthracha, Dehasuru; 
Scheduled Castes (247) - Madiga, Mala, etc;; Sche
duled Tribes (28); and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of th~ people are agricultcir~ and agricul
tural labour. 

Village deity Manikatlamma temple with. a square 
stone in Her name is the place of worship iii the village. 

Manikatlamrria Festival is celebrated on Pushya 
Bahula Chaturdasi (December-January) generally on 
17th January for a day. It is confined to this village. 
Local people congregate. All communities participate. 
Pujari is a Muthracha. 

Source: Sri Arur Penchalaiah Naidu, Teacher, Aruru 

12. Mallam - Situated at a distance of 35 miles 
from Sullurpet and Gudur, 43 miles from Venkatagiri 
and 60 miles from Nellore and Tirupathi. 

The village is said to be the place where Lord 
Subrahmanya, son of Eswara, killed Taraka, the demon. 
Around the village there is a moat with water. So it is 
believed to be a fortress in the past. 

The total population of the village is 2,151 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Scheduled Castes t661) - Adi Andhra, Adi Dra
vida, Chalavadi; Scheduled Tribes (331); Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agricultu~e, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

There is a temple of Subrahmanyeswaraswamy pro
bably constructed 1,000 years ago. The self-manifes
ted 5! feet high stone image of the Lord is upto the 
waist with six faces but without hands. This is in a 
corner of the sanctum sanctorum. It is said that once 
a Chola King came here for hunting. He saw some 
fine bamboos in the wood for his palanquin. But the 
hands of the Lord who Was doing penance inside the 
bamboo were cut off and blood rushed out from the 
bamboos. The king lost his sight. The Lord asked 
the king in his dream to construct a temple for Him 
an~ perform .daily pUj3. Accordingly a temple was 
bUIlt and HIS idol was installed. There are inscrip-

tions on the temple walls whose copies are said to be 
preserved in the Cannamara Library, Madras. The scul
pture of the temple is marvellous. The craftsmanship 
of the sculptor is marvellously shown in the nooru kalla 
mmitapam (hundred pillared portico). The relics of the 
Gopura which fell a few years balk represent the skill of 
the sculptor. It is said that the hundred-pillar temple 
was built by a father and his son. One night the son 
gave life to the stone horses of the man/apa with his power 
and whipped in order to take the mantapam to Kanchi to 
satisfy his concubine who desired to see it. The mantapa 
began to move. In the meantime his father alarmed by 
the neighing of the horses, came out and cut off the 
hoofs of the horses. Even to this day the horses are 
seen with legs cut off. Besides this, there are other 
temples of Srivalli and Devasena, the Lord's consorts. 
There is a compound wall. The deity is a powerful one. 
It is said that in the night some sentries heard the bells 
in the temple and the rishis performing puja. Within 
the temple premises there is no effect either for serpent 
bite Or scorpion sting, Another image of the Lord 5t 
feet high with two hands is installed inside the crypt at 
the centre. Decorations and naivedyams are for this, 
but abhishekams and pujas are performed to the self
manifested image in the corner. 

Markandeswaraswamy'tempJe with his stone image, 
village deity Desamma temple and Peerla Chavidi are 
the other places of worship in the village. 

Subrahmanyeswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is cele
brated from Bhadrapada Suddha Ekadasi (August-Sep" 
tember) for 11 days. On Suddha Purnima Tarakasam
haram (annihilation of Tarakasura), on Bahula Tadiya 
night mediation to Indra, the King of Gods to give 
Devasena to Subrahmanya in marriage, on Shasht i 
Srivalli parinayam (marriage of Srivalli with the Lord) 
and car festival are celebrated. Processions are held 
on four-wheeled huge rathams. Children prostrate 
before the rathams and the wheels pa5S over their bo
dies without hurting them. They get up smiling and 
partake in dragging the car, though the car weighs five 
to six tons. Recently an agama sastravetta (a pandit) 
who Was invited here to perform kumbhabhisheka reve
aled that the deity here is one who taught Pranavam 
(name of the mystical or sacred syllable 'OM') to Lord 
Brahma. Thrice a day parayana and daily deeparadhana 
and kolupu (puja) are celebrated and naivedyam is offe~ 
red to the deity and His consorts. Issueless &nd the 
sick perform pradakshina (going round the temple) for 
certain period and are blessed by the Lord. Devotees 
fulfil their vows. This is of ancient origin confined to 
this village and surrounding villages within a radius of 
20 miles. There was 50 acres of inam land, before the 
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Estate Abolition Act. Again the 10cJ.1 devotees regis
tered a few acres of their land as manyam to the deity. 
For Ve.da parayana (recitation of the Vedas) there is 
manyam land. Sri Duvvuri Sivararna Reddy is the chief 
patron. 10,000 Hindu devotees irrespective of caste 
or creed within a radius of 20 miles come and partici
pate in the function. There are two pujaris belonging 
to Brahmin community of Kutsura gotram and Kousika 
gotram respectively on monthly salary b:Jsis. There 
are 30 temple servants enjoying manyam lands. 

A fair is held in connection with this function for 9 
days and tax is collected by the Panchayat Board from 
the congregation of 10,000 people. Businessmen come 
from Naidupet, Gudur. Kalahasthi, Tirupathi, etc. 
Eatables, utensils, lanterns, toilet goods, pictures, pho
tos, agricultural implements, toys, etc., are sold. Hari
kathas, swing boards, circus, lottery, etc., are the items 
of entertainment. Pandals are erected and there is 
free feeding for one or two days. Pilgrims generally 
stay here for 4 days. 

Markandeswaraswamy Brahmothsavamis celebrated 
for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Triodasi (April-May). 
Nandiseva on Purnima and Kalyanam on Bahula Vidiya 
are the important functions. 

There are a few Sivalingams and images of the 
devotees of Goddess Kali. There is an inscription sta
ting that a devotee sacrificed his head to have the dar
shan of Kali. An image represents the incident. 

Source: Sri Epuru Venku Reddy, Mallam 

13. Yellore - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Sullurpet by road. The nearest railway station is 
Naidupet. 

The total population of the village is 483 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Jangam, Kapu; Scheduled Castes (211); Scheduled Tri
bes (87) - Yanadi. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

There are the temples of saint Rajamuneswara with 
his picture and village deity Nagarupaml11a with no 
image. Rajamuneswara was being worshipped under 
a tree in the past. His picture was drawn according to 
the image that was seen in a dream of a villager. The 
villagers constructed a small temple for Him after
wards. 

Rajamuneswara Uthsavam is celebrated in Chaitram 
(March-April) for two days. The Uths:~vam is celebra-

ted as nandiseva and agnigundam for two days. Vada· 
pappu (soaked greengram dal) is offered. Domestically 
devotees observe fasting. It is celebrated for the past 
10 years and extends to the nearby four villages. Sri 
Duvvur Venkatasubba Reddy is the patron. He coll
ects subscriptions for the festival. People, local and 
from the four neighbouring villages, congregate. All 
Hindu castes participate. Pujari is a Jangam. 

A few shops are arranged. Eatables, ribbons, ru
bber balloons, fancy goods, books and pictures are 
sold. 

Nagarupamma Festival is celebrated in Chaitram 
(March-April) along with Rajamuneswara Uthsavam. 
Soaked rice (nana bfyyamu) is,offered and animals are 
sacrificed to the dei ty. 

Source: Sri P. Subralzmanyam Reddy, Agriculturist, 
Yellore 

14. Uggumudi - Situated at a distance of one mi
le to the north of Kalahasti-Sullurpet bus route, 15 mi
les from Sullurpet Railway Station and 30 miles from 
Gudur. 

The total popUlation of the village is 667 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Pantakapu, Devanga, Yadava, Muthracha; Scheduled 
Castes (268) - Harijan; Scheduled Tribes (82) - Yanadi, 
etc. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There is a temple of Rama in addition to Peerla 
Chavidi. Stone image of Goddess Gangamma is in a 
panda!. It is in human form and buried upto the waist 
under a huge palachettu (mimasops hexandra). She 
asked her devotees to construct a temple within a limi
ted period. Devotees attempted and were able to raise 
a two yards high wall. The rest of the building on this 
wall collapsed as the scheduled time lapsed. Hence 
the deity has no temple. A branch of the pala tree 
had spread across the deity. So the villagers decided 
to cut it. But the next day when they went there the 
branch had sprung back itself like an elbow. The bra
nch is seen even today in this shape. 

Gangamma Pongallu are celebrated occasionally 
for a day. Pongali, ambali, ganji and chaldi annam 
(stale cooked rice) are offered. Animals are sacrificed. 
It is celebrated locally. Local people irrespective of 
caste or creed congregate. PUjari is a Muthracha. 
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Though there are no Muslims in the village Peerla 
Panduga is celebrated by inviting a Khaji from another 
village. 

Daily naivedyam is offered in Rama temple. 

Source: Sri N. V. Gopalakrishna, Teacher, Uggumudi 

15. Akkarapaka - Situated at a distance of 2 fur
longs from Madras-Nellore high way road and 8 miles 
from Sullurpet. Nearest railway station is Dhoravari 
Chatram. 

The total population of the village is 787 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Desuri Reddi, Balija, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(223); Scheduled Tribes (99)-Yanadi. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy temple with His stone 
image and the temple of Bommayya are the places of 
worship. A tree is worshipped in the name of Vema
lamma. Bommayya temple is in a dilapidated con
dition. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festival is celebrated dur
ing the bright fortnight of Asvivujam (September-Oc
tober) for 4 days. Bhajans and music performances 
are conducted. Devotees perform pujas and fulfil their 
vows. Domestically devotees observe fasting and per
form archana and enjoy feast. It is celebrated from 
ancient times and is confined to this Village. Local 
people of all communities p.uticipate. 

Pongali is offered. Goats, rams and fowls are sacri
ficed to Vemalamma. Balijas are the pujaris with here
ditary rights for Vemalamma and Bommayya. 

Source: Sri G. Prabha Shankara Rao, Teacher, Z. P. 
S. E. School, Nemalimitta Agraharam 

16. Polireddipalem - Situated at a distance of 2 
furlongs from Madras-Nellore high wayrmid and 6 miles 
from Sullurpet. 

The total population of the village is 1,097 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Pantakapu, Akwa Karanam, Yadava, Kaikala; 
Scheduled Castes (253); Scheduled Tribes (140). The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

There are the temples of Sri Venkateswaraswamy 
with His image in human form and village deity Vema
lamma. There is a Peerla Chavidi. 

• Sri Venkateswaraswamy Festival is celebrated in 
Asviyujam (September-October) for a day as fixed by 
the villagers. Music performances, bhajans and display 
of fireworks are the items of entertaiRment. Domesti" 
cally devotees observe fasting. They perform archana 
to Venkateswara in their houses. It is celebrated for 
the past 20 years and is confined to this village. Local 
Hindus irrespective of caste or creed participate. Prasa
dam is distributed to all. 

A Balija is the pujari for Vemalamma. 

Source: Sri K. M. Satyanarayana, Triune officer, 
Polireddipalem 

17. Kalluru - Situated at a distanc e of 4! miles 
from Polireddipalem Railway Station and 7 miles from 
Sullurpet. There are no proper transport facilities. 

The total popUlation of the village is 571 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Reddi, Muthracha, Velama, Vaisya, Yadava; Scheduled 
Castes (84)-Madiga, Mala; Scheduled Tribes (33)
Yanadi. The chief means oflivelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There are some stones on the east of the village 
near koneru (pond) and the images of Veeralaiah and 
Veeralamma in human form riding a horse with a sword 
under a neredu (euginiajambolane) tree at Veerlabonda. 
The villagers worship the Devathas, Veeralaiah and 
Veeralamma. It is said that Veeralaiah, a neighbour
ing villager was going on a horse to his mother-in
law's place with his consort Veeralamma. On their 
way they took rest in the village tank under a tree. 
Veeralaiah seeing a cobra chased it with his sword but 
the snake entered into a hole. He sealed the hole and 
went to his mother-in-law's house, with his wife. After 
a few days on their return journey, they took rest again 
in the same place. Suddenly he remembered the cobra 
and with curiosity he unsealed the hole. Rushing out 
with lightning speed, the cobra bit him and he died. 
Immediately Veeralamma prepared a fire pit and perfor
med sati. At present there are their images. Nobody 
knows whether their bodies turned into images or not. 
It is said that he was warning the village heads in their 
dreams coming on a white horse when the tank bund 
was about to breach. The village hends thus forewarned 
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to take advance precautions against the breach. The 
couple are believed to be born of the attributes of 
Lord Siva and Parvathi Devi. 

Grama Devatha Aradhana (Veeralaiah Aradhana) 
is celebrated according to the convenience of the villa
gers for a day. pongali is o.ffered to. the deities. D~ .. 
votees fulfil their vows. Nalvedyam IS offered and anI
mals and fowls are sacrificed to the deities. Ten years 
back this was being celebrated with much pomp and 
ceremony. This is of ancient origin and of local signi
ficance. The villagers are the patrons. Local people 
of all communities congregate. Pujari was a Jangam. 
At present there is no pujari due to local disputes. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Source: Sri T. Subrahmanyam, Headmaster, Special 
Zilla Parishad Elementary School, Kallur 

18. Surapa Agraharam - Situated at a distance of 
3 miles from Dhoravari Chatram Railway Station and 
7 miles from Sullurpet. 

The total population of the village is 187 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Reddi, Yadava, Muthracha; Scheduled Cas
tes (79) - Madiga, Mala; Scheduled Tribes (9). The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture 
and agricultural labour. 

There is a temple of Goddess Suramma with Her 
awe-inspiring image in the form of Shakthi with broad 
eyes. 

Suramma Festival is celebrated on Jaishta Suddha 
Vidiya (May-June) for a day. Goats and fowls are 
sacrificed. It is confined to this village only. Local 
people congregate. All communities participate. Swami
das, a Golla, is the pujari. 

Source: Sri E. Pudaiah, Farmer, Surapa Agraharam 

19. Kotapoluru- Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
to the north of Sullurpet. The Kotapuram road joins 
Madras-Calcutta road at a distance of 6 furlongs. 

There is an ancient fort constructed by Muslims 
and as the village is constructed in its vicinity it got the 
name Kotapoluru (Kola means fort). 

The total population of the village is 2.537 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Muthracha, Kapu, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes 

(1,124)-Adi Andhra; Scheduled Tribes (191)-Yanadi, 
etc.; and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

There is a temple of Khareswaraswamy with his con
sort Kamakshamma. The images are in human form. 

Sri Khareswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi (February-March) for 
7 days. Aradhana is performed twice a day. On Ma
gha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) i. e., on 
Sivarathri Nandiseva is celebrated. Enugu l'ahanam 
(elephant ride) takes place on Telugu Samvathsaradhi 
(Ugadi). Chappara Uthsavam is celebrated on Vaisakha 
Suddha Purnima (April-May). Navarathri and Vijaya
dasami are celebrated during Asviyujam (September
October). Hamsa Vahanothsavam (swan ride) on 
Kartika Suddha Purnima (October-November). Dwara 
darsanothsavam on Mukkoti Ekadasi, Arudra Uthsavam 
and uthsavam on Pasuvula Panduga (during Sankranti) 
are also celebrated. Cocoanu ts and camphor are offe
red. During theppothsavam (boat-procession) fireworks 
are displayed. It is celebrated for the past 18 years 
and extends to the neighbouring villages also. Kapus 
are the patrons. About 2,000 people local and from 
the neighbouring villages congregate. Only Hindus 
participate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Srivatsa gotram. 

A fair is held in connection with this festival in an 
area of 2 acres opposite to the temple. Taxes are col
lected. The duration of the fair is one week. About 
2,000 people local and from the neighbouring villages 
congregate. Merchants of Sullurpet and Kotapoluru 
villages keep nearly 50 shops, besides 100 hawkers. 
Eatables, cocoanuts, fancy goods, aluminium and other 
metal utensils, glassware, pictures, earthen and wooden 
dolls, fans, toys, made of coloured palm leaves are 
sold here. 

Dice, lotteries, dramas, keyed horse-play and bom
malata afford entertainment. 

Source: Sri Munuswamy, First Assistant Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad Elementary School, Kotapoluru 

20. Sullurpet - The taluk headquarters and a 
Railway Station on the Mactras-Waltair broad gauge 
section of the Southern Railway, situated on the bank 
of Kalingi river, at a distance of about 50 miles to the 
north of Madras. The Great Northern Trunk Road 
passes through this town conneCting it with Gudur and 
Madras. 
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It had the name Subhag'ri in ancient times. There 
was a deluge which drowned the town Subhagiri. This 
town Sullurpet was reconstructed 200 years later. The 
present name Sullurpet is due to the celebration of an 
uthsavam called 'Sullu' in this place. The Kalingi river 
has its origin here. 

The total p;Jpulation of the town is 9,807 and it is 
m1de up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Pantakapu, Golla, Devanga, Mutra
cha, Jogala, etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,602)-Dombara, 
Madiga, Mala, etc.; S~heduled Tribes (913)--Yerukula, 
Ymadi, etc.; Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul
turallabour and other traditional occupations. 

There is a temple of Chengalamma. The deity is 
in an awe-inspiring form with 16 hands holding wea
pons, trampling Mahishasura under her feet. The images 
of her sisters like Ankalamma, Poleramma and Gan
gamma are also there. The temples of Vighneswara 
to the north· west of this village, Anjaneya to the north
east, Eswara to the south-east with His Sivalingam ins
talled by Cholas, Sri Venugopalaswamy in Dasavatara 
form (ten incarnations) in the centre of the town and 
Kanyakaparameswari by the side of Anjaneya temple, 
mosques and churches are the other places of worship 
in the town. There is also a Bhajan Mandir called 
Chitrakuta. 

The special feature of the deity Chengalamma is 
that the garbhagudi is not enclosed by doors. It is 
believed that the Goddess does not wish to be enclosed 
for darshan at any part of the day so that any person 
at any time can have darshan of the deity. Chenga
lamma Tirunala is celebrated once in two years for 5 
days in Chait ram (March-April) according to the con
venience of the villagers. Puja is performed on Friday. 
Sudimanu, a wooden pillar, is fixed in the ground ver
tically. Rams are S1crificed. Sullu uthsavam (sullu
suddulu, plural of sudi) starts at 3 p. m. A light hori
zontal beam is fixed to the top of the vertical pillar to 
one end of which vadibiyyam (rice), mortar, goat, and 
a doll are tied and whirled round at the height of 60 
feet. The Yadavas play on musical instruments and 
whip themselves with veera jatees (long stout whips). 
The cracking of fireworks at intervals adds to the enjoy
ment. Gurrapu vahanam on the first day, simha vaha
nam on the second day, vrishabha vahanam on the third 
day, teppothsavam (boat procession) in the Kalingi river 
on the fourth day and pallakiseva on the fifth day are 
the rituals observed. The festival is being celebrated for 
the past 250 years and is confined to this and the neigh
bouring villages. The temple is under the management 

of Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (Admi· 
nistration) Department. About 10,000 local Hindus and 
from the neighouring villages participate. 

The annual Ganga Jatara and Poleramma Jatara 
have been stopped since 1944. The main function dur
ing the Jatara was the sacrifice of about 5 he-buffaloes 
before the deities. Though the cost of the animals was 
met from the common contribution of the villagers, the 
custom was that the Harijans had to sacrifice them. 
Sri Kathari Muniswamy a sixteen year old Harijan boy, 
brought about a great change in the Harijans and indu
ced them to refuse to sacrifice the animals in spite of 
the threats of the caste Hindus. The boy demanded the 
caste Hindus to continue the questionable practice them
selves. None came forward and these festivals were 
discontinued from 1944. 

Source: Mouna Sri K. M. Swamy, Nirmalananda 
Kutir, Sullurpet 

21. Gollalamuluvu is about 2 miles away from 
Sullurpet Railway Station and town. 

The total population of the village is 285 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kapu, etc.; Scheduled Castes (193) - Madiga, Mala 
etc.; Scheduled Tribes (9). The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture and agricultural 
labour. 

There is a temple of Sri Venkateswara. Pole
ramma, the village deity, has no temple but is housed 
temporarily in a pandal of neem leaves during the 
festival. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for 4 days begin
ning from a Saturday in June. A pandal is constructed 
on the first day and Her image is installed. A he-bu
ffalo is taken round the village in procession and sacri
ficed to the deity by the Talari, who is the hereditary 
slaughter in one or two strokes on the fourth evening. 
Cooked rice is mixed with the blood of the sacrificed 
animal kept before the deity and carried by the Talari 
and scattered round the village at midnight with loud 
shouts of 'Kobali'. Poleramma is left on the boundary 
line in that night. Fireworks are displayed during the 
procession. Devotees fulfil their vows. Birds and 
animals are sacrificed in a fixed place outside the Village. 
It is celebrated for the past 10 years and is confined 
to this village. Harijans are the patrons. Local Hindus 
congregate. 
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Vcnkateswaraswamy Uthsavam is being celebrated in 
Asviyujam (September-October) fOf the past 20 years. 

Source: Sri M. I. Nicholas, Teacher, Vatambedu 

22. Vatambedo - Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from Sullurpet Railway Station and town. 

The total population of the village is 1,306 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin" 
dus-Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Arava Karanam, Pattapu, 
Rajaka. Balija etc.; Scheduled Castes (378) - Adi And
hra, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (20)- Yanadi, etc.; Mus
lims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, fishing, 
trade and labour. 

The Prasanna Kasivisweswaraswamy, Kasivarr.da
rajaswamy, Muniswara. Dharma Raja and Chelatha
mma are the places of worship. Prasanna Kasiviswe
swaraswamy temple is built of white stone in the shape 
of fan, pictures being carved on the pillars. 

Prasanna Kasivisweswaraswamy Festival is celebra
ted on Magha Bahula Clzaturdasi (January-February) 
during Sivaratri. Domestically devotees observejagaram 
and fasting. Cocoanuts and camphor are offered during 
procession. It is an ancient festival confined to this 
village. Members of Ihe Hindu Religious and Chari
table Endowment Board are the patrons. Local Hindus 
congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin. Prasadam is distri
buted to all. 

Brahmothsavam is preformed for every ten years. 
Aradhana is performed twice a day and sometimes thrke 
a day especially in Dhanurmasam. 

Devotees perform puja to Grama Sakthi, Chelatha
mma and to Muniswara on a convenient day. Ani
mals are sacrificed after puja. 

Chelathamma is not the village deity. But she is 
worshipped since long. About 200 people congregate 
when Jatara is held. Enacting dramas and reciting 
Bhagavatam are the items of entertainment. 

Source: Sri P. M. Siva Reddy, Village Munsijf, Va
tambed14 

23. Damaraya - Situated at a distance of 12 miles 
from SuIIurpet Railway Station. There are no proper 
communication facilities to reach this village. It is 
like an island surrounded by water all sides. 

This village was formed by Sudras. As there were 
no Village Munsiff and Karanam ;!mong them, they 
invited Velamas from Kanchi Magarla, and made them 
village heads. 

The total population of the village is 702 and it 
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hin
dus; Scheduled Castes (260) - Madiga, Mala, etc.; Sche
duled Tribes (7). The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture and agricul turallabour. 

Village deity Akkalamma temple with Her wooden 
image in human form with four hands wearing sword 
and obelisk and holding cocoanuts and flower garland, 
Pavuramma temple and a Bhajan mandir are the places 
of worship in the village. A neem tree is worshipped 
in the name of Ponalamma. According to practice 
Harijans have no entrance into Akkalamma temple. 
Her temple has four earthen walls and a thatched roof. 

Vi1Jage deity Akkalamma's birth place was Etha
mokkaJa Mannur. She possessed a person of Gana ... 
chari family in this village and asked him to tie a thread 
to the neem tree, before the house of Yebeti Gurappa, 
worship it with cocoanuts, campnor and naivedyam, 
cut it, prepare an image of her with it and construct a 
temple in Ihis place. So the village heads approached 
Gurappa for permission to cut the tree but he refused. 
That night two bulls of Gurappa died and his family 
suffered a lot. Realising the greatness of the deity, he 
worshipped the neem tree, cut it and brought it to this 
village himself. Her image was prepared with its wood 
and a temple was constructed. In Tallampadu, a mar
gosa tree is worshipped in Her name. 

Akkalamma Uthsavam is celebrated once in two 
years from 15th to 19th July for five days, preparations 
being made 10 days in advance, prior to uthsavam the 
day and time of the festival is announced. The deity's 
face is painted with light green colour and sandal paste 
is applied to the body. She is decorated with saree, 
blouse, bangles, ornaments, silver girdle and two fangs, 
bashikam (a chaplet offlowers. pearls, etc ,worn on the 
forehead by the bride and bridegroom during marriage) 
of silver is tied to her. On the first day ponga/i is offe
red to Ponnalamma and a he-goat is sacrificed. Sasha 
ginne (a vessel) is brought to Akkalamma temple from 
there. From Akkalamma temple. the village deity's 
stone images are taken to the revu (pond), a fowl or a 
he-goat is sacrificed, and the same is brought back to 
Ponnalamma tree and pongali is offered. On the 
second day, mudragada (signet) is worshipped and 
taken out in procession before each house. Cocoanuts 
and naivedyam are offered. After the procession of 
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mudragada, gangolu (pitchers of water) and vahanam 
are taken out in procession. During the procession each 
house offers kumbham and sacrifices a fowl. On the 
third day Pambalas draw Ankamma muggu (the form of 
Ankamma drawn on floor with flour or coloured ch,llk) 
as there is no temple for her, offer naivedyam and sacri· 
fice a ram. In the evening one thumu (48 measures) 
of rice is cooked and heaped as kumbham. A he-buffa
lo is decorated and sacrifieed to Ankamma. Its head 
is taken in a new winnow to a distant place; afterwards 
ten persons sacrificing a he-goat and wearing its guts in 
their necks, go round the boundaries of the village. In 
the night procession is held. On the fourth day deities 
are taken in procession in the midday and night. On 
the fifth day vahanams, gango/u, mudragada, etc., are 
taken out in procession at midday and reach the temple 
in the night. A he-goat is sacrificed and the deity is 
decorated with dishti chukka (beauty spot to disenchant 
the baneful influence of an evil eye). Devotees fulfil 
their vows and he-goats and fowls are sacrificed to the 
deity. In the end a he-goat offered by the village head 
is sacrificed and its blood is mixed in the rice and sca
ttered on the temple walls. For the past 30 genera
tions this is being celebrated and is confined to this 
village. Velamas are the patrons and Harijans, 
Gollas and Endras are the followers. Local people of 
all communities congregate. Pujari is Sri Rentamallu 
Ramayya, a Velama of Athreya gotram with heredi
tary rights. A few shops sell eatables, utensils, lan
terns, torchlights, photos, cloth and clothes. 

Every Friday Sri Krishna's picture is worshipped 
and bhajans take place in the Bhajan Mandir. Daily 
naivedyam is offered. 

There is an ancient image of Bujjamma and no puja 
is performed to her. 

Source: Sri M. Purushotham, Teacher, Damaraya 

24. Kadapatra is in Perneedu island which is in 
the Pulicott lake, at a distance of is miles from 
Sullurpet Railway Station. There are no proper 
communication facilities to reach this village due to 
backwaters. 

The total population of the village is 705 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kummari, Vaisya, Berisetti, Pattapusetti, 
Endra, Yadava, Chakali, etc.; Scheduled Castes (155)
Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (29)-Yanadis, 
etc.; Muslims and Christians. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and trade. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy temple with his image in 
human form, Rama temple with the images of Rama, 
Lakshmana and Sita in human form, village deity Ye
lIamma temple with Her im:ige in human form and 
Patrangamma temple with Her image in human form 
are the places of worship in this village. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festival is celebrated on 
Vaikuntha Ekadasi, i. e., on Margas ira Suddha Ekadasi 
(November - December) for a day. On Vaikuntha 
Ekadasi early in the morning puja is performed to the 
deity and the devotees congregate there for dwara dar
sanam. Cocoanuts and camphor are offered and pra" 
sadam is distributed. Then procession of the deity is 
held. This is of local significance. Sri Chiluka Subbaiah, 
a Yadava, is the patron. Local people of all commu
nities congregate. Pujari is Sri Patrangam Raghavaiah, 
a Brahmin. 

Yellamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days in July. 
Aradhana is performed and fowls, rams and he-buffa .. 
Ioes are sacrificed. The deity is taken out in proce
ssion. Devotees fulfil their vows. Sarees, blouses. 
cocoanuts and camphor are offered. This is of local 
significance. The village heads patronize the festival. 
Local people of all communities participate. Pujari is 
Sri Badikala Chengaiah, an Endra. 

Bhajana is performed on all Saturdays in Rama 
temple with the patronage of Sri Valasa Ramalingam 
Setty of Berisetti community. 

Though there are no Muslims in this village, Hin
dus invite Muslims from other villages and celebrate 
PeerIa Panduga. 

Source: Sri R. Sitarama Rao, Teacher, Zilla Paris", 
had Elementary School, Kadapatra 
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Section IV 

VENKATAGIRI TALUK 

Belikallu - Situated by the side of Rapur-Ven
~katagiri road, at a distance of 5 miles from 

Rapur, 12 miles from Venkatagiri town and 14 miles 
from Venkatagiri Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,769 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kapu, Balija, Yadava, Endra, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
population of 349; Scheduled Tribes population of 131; 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agricul ture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Chennakeswara with his image 
in human form, village deity Ankamma who is repre
sented by a vertical stone and Yellamma with her image 
in human form are the pbces of worship in this 
village. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated before Ugadi, i. e., 
in Phalgunam (February-March). One or two he
buffaloes are sacrificed in front of the temple. The 
deity is taken in procession and rams and go ats are 
sacrificed to her by the villagers. Houses are neatly 
maintained and devotees observe cleanliness. Door 
frames are festooned with mango leaves and coloured 
papers are tied. It is of ancient origin but" of local sig
nificance. The patrons are Vetti, Talari, Bondila, Cha
kali, etc. Local Hindus congregate. 

Ankamma Jatara is celebrated in May once in 
three years. 

Source: Sri N. G. Prakasam, Teacher, Samithi Ele
mentary School, Velikallu 

2. Velampalle alias Visweswarapuram - Situated 
at a distance of 13t miles from Venkatagiri Railway 
Station towards its west. Of this 13! miles distance, 
10 miles can be covered by cart and 3t miles by walk. 

The total population of the village is 450 and it is 
made up of Velamas; and Yanadis, a Scheduled Tribe 
(163 persons). The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

There is a temple of Lord Eswara with the stone 
images of Parvati and Parameswara. 

There is a cave in a hill at a distance of 6 miles 
from Velampalle where Gurakala Papaiah did penance. 
He used to foretell the fortunes on every Monday. 
Because of him this temple became very prominent. 
After his death, a tomb was constructed and daily puja 
is performed. Now there are two tombs - one of Gura
kala Papaiah and the other of Gurakala Polaiah, his 
son. 

Eswara Aradhana is celebrated on the first Monday 
in the dark fortnight of Chaitram (March-April) for 
a day. Devotees perform pujas and fulfil their vows. 
Cocoanuts and camphor are offered. Devotees observe 
fasting till noon. There is free feeding. This festival 
is celebrated from 1916 and it extends to the villages of 
Venkatagiri taluk. Velamas and Yanadis are the pat
rons. About 4,000 Hindus from the neighbouring vill
ages of this taluk participate. Pujari is Gurakala 
Venkataiah, a Yanadi and the grandson of Gurakala 
Papaiah. About 100 shops are arranged. Trees afford 
shelter. Keelugurrams, whirling wheels, etc., afford 
entertainment. 

Source: Sri John Wilson, Teacher, Kuppayapalem 

3. Althurpadu-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from the bus route, 9 miles from Venkatagiri and 11 
miles from Venkatagiri Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 893 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kapu (Reddi), Naidu, Yadava, Mangali; and Scheduled 
Castes population of 303; and Scheduled Tribes popula
tion of 91 (Yanadis). The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated on a day which is 
convenient to the villagers. Pongallu is offered to the 
deity Goats and he-buffaloes are ~acrificed. Cocoa
nuts and incense are offered. It is of ancient origin 
but of local significance. Local people irrespective of 
caste or creed congregate. 

Daksha yagnam and Agni gundam are celebrated 
once a year. Pongallu are offered to Siddalaiah and 
Pothuraju once a year. To cure the cattle from epide
mics devotees promise corbans to Siddalaiah. There 
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are a few shops where betel leaves, betel nuts, brinjals, 
earthen utensils are sold. 

Source: Sri Subrahmanyam, Teacher, Althurpadu 

4. Palugodu - Situated on the 5i milestone of 
Venkatagiri-Rapur road and 7 miles from Venkatagiri 
Railway Station. But buses are plying over this road 
at present. The nearest bus route Venkatagiri-Gudur 
is at a distance of 41 miles from this village. 

The total population of the village is 523 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Naidu, Kapu, Yadava, Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled 
Castes population of 193; and Scheduled Tribes popu
lation of 110 comprising Reddiyanadis. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occuplrtions. 

, 
There are the temples of Sri Rama, Chalapathina

yudu and village deity Ballamma with Her stone image. 
There are also the stone images of Ankamma Sakthi 
and Sanjeeva Rayudu in the village. Poleramma has 
no temple. 

Ballamma Festival is celebrated when epidemics 
prevail in this village. Rams and fowls are sacrificed 
and pongallu are offered to the deity. Devotees take 
oil bath, wear new clothes, observe cleanliness and fes
toon the door frames. The festival is of ancient origin 
but of local significance. Local people of all commu
nities participate. Pujari is a Yadava with hereditary 
rights. 

Rams and fowls are sacrificed to Poleramma dur
ing Her latara. Pujari is a Chakali with hereditary 
rights. Daily naivedyam is offered in Chalapathinayudu 
temple. A Yanadi is the pujari with hereditary rights. 

Source: 1. Sr; Paul Vivekam, V. L. W. Palugodu 
2. Sri N. Moses, Teacher, Palugodu 

5. Pedayachasamudram - Situated at a distance 
of 4 miles from Gudur-Venkatagiri road,S miles from 
Venkatagiri and 7 miles from Venkatagiri Railway 
Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 288 and _it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Besta, Chakali, Kummari, Yadava, Vadde; Scheduled 
Castes population of 53 comprised of Adi Andhras; and 
Scheduled Tribes population of 12 comprised of Yana
dis. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture and agricultural labour . 

There is a stone image of Ankamma with no temple. 

Ankamma Pongali is celebrated in the dark fort
night of Phalgunam (February-March). Devotees ful
fil their vows. Fowls are sacrificed. 

It is of ancient origin but of local significance. The 
leaders of Vadde, Yadava, Kummari, Besta and Adi
Andhra communities are the patrons. Local people, 
irrespective of caste or creed, congregate. Pujari is a 
Chakali with hereditary rights. 

Source: Sri N. Moses, Teacher, Palugodu 

6. Thimmayagunta alias Vikralavari Kandriga -
Situated at a distance of 2 miles to the south-west of 
Nagavolu on Rapur-Venkatagiri road and 6 miles from 
Venkatagiri Railway Station. Venkatagiri-Gudur bus 
route is at a distance of 4 miles from this village. 

The total population of the village is 25 and it is made 
up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-Kum
mari, Naidu; and Arundhatiyulu (2)- a Scheduled Ca
ste. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture and agriwlturallabour. 

Village deity Ankamma is worshipped in the form 
of a stone image without temple. Ankamma Pongali 
is celebrated in the dark fortnight of Phalgunam (Feb
ruary-March). Devotees fulfil their vows. Fowls are 
sacrificed. Devotees take oil bath and observe fasts 
and jagarams. It is of ancient origin but of local signi
ficance. Kummaris, Naidus, Arundhatiyulu are the pat
rons. Local people, irrespective of caste or creed, con. 
gregate. Pujari is a Chakali. 

Source: Sri N. Moses, Teacher, Palugodu 

7. Nagavolu - Situated on Rapur-Venkatagiri ro
ad at a distance of 3 miles from Gudur-Venkatagiri bus 
route, 5 miles from Venkatagiri and 7 miles from Ven
katagiri Railway Station. It was called Nagalapuri but 
now that name is corrupted into Nagavolu. 

The total population of the village is 469 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kapu, Viswabrahmin, Velama, Adivelama, Chakali, 
Yadava, Palegandlu, etc.; Scheduled Castes popUla
tion of 77 comprising Adi Andhras and Arundhatiyas; 
Scheduled Tribes population of 43 comprising Yanadis. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional occu
pations. 
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Poleramma and Gangamma, the village deities are 
worshipped in the form of stone image~. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated in March for 3 
days. He-buffaloes were being sacrificed in the past. 
Devotees fulfil their vows. Domestically devotees ob
serve fasting and offer chaldulu (stale food). Intoxi
cants are forbidden now. It is celebrated for the past 
to years and is confined to this village. Kapus are the 
patrons. Local people congregate. Only Hindus par
ticipate. Pujari is a Rajaka (Dhobi) with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Source: Sri P. Padmanabha Rao, Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary School, Nagavolu 

8. Cbapalapalle - Situated at a distance of 4 fur
longs to the east of 4t milestone on RClpur-Venkatagiri 
road, 5t miles from Venkatagiri town and 7 miles from 
Venka tagiri Rail way Station. 

The total population of the village is 607 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kapu (Reddy), Chakali, Mangali, etc.; Scheduled Cas
tes population of 94 with Adi Andhras, Arundhatiyas; 
and Scheduled Tribes-Reddy Yanadis with a popula
tion of 39. The chief means of livelihood of the peo
ple are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tra
ditional occupations. 

There is a temple of village deity Ankamma under 
a tree in a garden outside the village. Poleramma, ano
ther village deity has no temple. Her image in female 
form is prepared of mud during the festival. 

An old temple is situated in a lime garden to the 
east of Chapalapalle. It is called Pathur temple. No 
pujas are performed. There is a Nandi image. In the 
temple there are many ant-hills. There is a well said 
to have been constructed by Surya Vamsa Rajulu (kings 
of Solar race). It is in vogue that the Sun's rays never 
passed into it. It is now covered wi th earth. The tem
ple is now a remnant of architecture. Officers visit this 
place. Some carried off a few images from this place. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days from a 
date suited to the villagers usually after Samvathsaradi 
i. e., Chaitra Suddh.a Padyami (March-April). This fe
stival is celebrated soon after the harvest for the wel
fare of people and cattle. On the fixed Wednesday, 
Poleramma's mud image is made and housed in a hut 
constructed in the middle of the street. Drums are bea
ten and tappetas are played during the im.tallation of the 
image. Incense and naivedyam are offered during the 

whole night. Next evening, she is left on the outskirts of 
the village. Devotees fulfil their vows. Goats, rams and 
fowls are sacrificed. Devotees offer naivedyam at their 
houses. They give b3.th to the rams or fowls, decorate 
them according to their economic status with saff
ron and sacrifice them in the deity's name at their 
houses. The villagers sacrifice a he· buffalo from the 
funds colle.:ted for the purpose. But a few people sac
rifice the he-buffaloes individually. The he~buffaloes 
are taken in procession at 4 0' clock in the evening 
and sacrifice at 5.30 p. m. with a large blade sharpen
ed by the Adi Andhras and Arundhatiyas. Sacrificed 
he-buffaloes and Poleramma image are left simultane
oUi>ly outside the village boundary. The flesh of the 
he-buffaloes is eaten by Adi Andhras and Arundhati
yas. Domestic cleanliness is observed. Devotees fast 
for a day. As Adi Andhras and Arundhatiyas have no 
entrance into the temple, they sacrifice he-buffaloes 
and fulfil their vows on the outskirts of the village. Vil
lagers are the patrons. Only local Hindus participate. 
Pujari is a Chakali with hereditary rights. There is free 
feeding. 

Ankamma Pongallu are celebrated when epidemics 
and cattle diseases prevail in the village. Sita Rama 
Kalyanam celebrated on Chaitra Suddha Navami (Mar
rch-April) is another festival. 

Source: Sri G. Vijaya Ratnam, Teacher, Samithi Ele
mentary School, Venkatagiri 

9. Kalapadu- Situated at a distance of 3 miles to 
the north-east of Venkatagiri town. The nearest rail
way station is Venkatagiri. 

The total population of the village is 510 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma, Kapu, Yadava, Chakali, etc.; Scheduled Cas
tes of Mala and Madiga with a population of 148; and 
Yanadi-a Scheduled Tribe with a population of 142. 
The c.;hief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

There are the temples of Kalapatamma with her 
image carved on a square slab, Poleramma with her 
stone image, Pothuraju and Gurappadu. 

Kalapatamma Kolupu is celebrated in September. 
Devotees fulfil their yows. Animals are sacrificed. 
Money and cocoanuts are offered. This festival is ce
lebrated from times immemorial and is confined to this 
village. Yadavas are the patrons Local people con-
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gregate irrespective of caste or creed. Pujari is a 
Yadava of Ragipa\a got ram. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated in Chaitram 
(March-April) for 3 days once in five years. 

Source: Sri N. Srinivasu/u, Teacher, Gundlasamud
ram 

10. Paravolo - Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from Venkatagiriand 7 miles from Venkatagiri Railway 
Station. 

The total population of the village is 988 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Reddy, Velamanaidu, Viswabrahmin, Yadava; Mala 
and Adi Andhra Scheduled Castes with a population of 
350. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture. agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temples of Sri Venugopalaswamy with his 
image, Ballamma devatha, Poleramma, the tomb of Sri 
Lingala Krishnaiahswamy are the places of worship in 
this village. 

Sri Lingala Krishnaiahswamy Aradhana takes 
place for 2 days in January. Offerings are made in 
the form of cash or kind. Sri Linpla Krishnaiahswamy 
was a great saint and it is believed that he fulfils the 
desires of the devotees. Fasting is observed by the 
devotees who fulfil their vows. It is being celebrated 
for the past 15 years and the local people irrespective 
of caste or creed congregate. 

At a distance of 2 miles from the village, there is 
Kolluthota alias Veyilingalakona, a sacred place. In 
Malleswara Kona at 5 miles from the village, thou
sands of devotees congregate during Karthikam (Octo
ber-November). Near this thel e is Kalelamma durgam 
where a room was constructed with a single stone. 
Many people go for picnic to these places. 

Source: Sri K. Premana n dam , Teacher, Paravolu 

11. BalasaDladram - Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from Venkatagiri Railway Station and the distance 
is to be covered by walk or by bullock cart. 

The total population of the village is 300 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
J(apu, Balija, Yadava, Chakali, Mudaliar, etc.; Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Castes with a population of 96; and 

Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 7 persons. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

There are the temples of Vema]amma with her 
formless stone image, Sri Rama and Poleramma. 

Vemalamma Kolupu is celebrated in Phalgunam 
(February-March) for 9 days. Devotees fulfil their vows. 
Fowls, rams and he-buffaloes are sacrificed. It is of 
ancient origin but of local significance. Villagers are 
the patrons. The festival is celebrated with the money 
raised as subscriptions. Local people irrespective of 
caste or creed congregate. Pujari is a Yadava. Pra· 
sadam is distributed to all. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated in Phalgunam (Fe
bruary - March) for three days~ Fowls, rams and he
buffaloes are sacrificed. It is of ancient origin but of 
local significance. Local people irrespective of caste or 
creed congregate. Pujari is a Chakali. 

Sri Rama Uthsavams are celebrated for 11 days. 
Prasadam is distributed to all and there is free feeding 
to certain extent. 

Source: Sri N. Srinivasulu, Teacher, Gundlasamudram 

12. Siddavaram - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Venkatagiri and 5 miles from Venkatagiri Rail
way Station. 

The total popula tion of the village is 588 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-· 
Kummari, ChakaIi, Yadava, Mudaliyar, etc.; the Sche
duled Caste of Adi Andhras with a population of 225; 
and Scheduled Tribes population of 56, The chief me .. 
ans of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul
turallabour and other traditional occupations. 

There is a temple of Goddess Kanakadurga with 
her stone image. Rama's picture is worshipped in a 
pandal. Kolluthota alias Veyilingalakona is 5 miles 
from Siddavaram. Malleswara Kona is ten miles to this 
village and people go there in Karthikam (October-Nov
ember). 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March - April) for 9 days. Rama's picture is 
taken in procession. It is of ancient origin but of 10caJ 
significance. Adi Andhras patronize the festivals. Lo
cal people, irrespective of caste or creed, congregate. 
Peyyala Subbaiah is the pujari. 
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Rams and fowls are sacrificed to Kanakadurga and 
devotees name their children after her. Yadavas and 
Adi Andhras are the patrons. Kukati Venkataswamy is 
the pujari enjoying manyam lands. 

Source ~ Sri N. Polaiah, Teacher, Siddavaram 

13. Palakonda Satrarn hamlet of Mokkalapadu
Situated at a distance of 3t miles from Venkatagiri town 
and 5! miles from Venkatagiri Railway Station. 

The total population of the village Mokkalapadu 
including Palakondll is 1,352 and it is made up of the 
following communities: Caste Hindus - Kshatriya, Mu
thracha, Balija, Yadava, Chakali, Pane, etc.; Arundha
tiya Scheduled Caste with a population of 22 and Ya
nadi Scheduled Tribe with a population of 129. The 
chief means of Ii" elihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated in September on a 
date suited to the villagers, once in 4 or 5 years. The 
houses are whitewashed and decorated one week in 
advance. Devotees take bath on the Jatara day and 
wear new clothes. A two feet high image in female 
form of Poleramma is made of mud and decorated with 
costly sarees and ornaments. Her image is taken in 
procession. Plump birds and animals are sacrificed to 
the east of the image. Intoxicants are used exclusively 
during the festival. It is of ancient origin but of local 
significance. Villagers are the patrons. Local people 
irrespective of caste or creed participate. 

Lalapeta hamlet of Mokkalapadu is situated at a 
distance of 2 miles from Venkatagiri town and 4 miles 
from Venkatagiri Railway Station. 

There are the temples of Sri Rama and Anjaneya. 
Poleramma has no temple. Her image in human form 
is made with mud on the Jatara day. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated in Vaisakham (Ap
ril-May). Devotees fulfil their vows. Rams, goats and 
fowls are sacrificed. It is celebrated for the past 3 years 
and is confined to this village; Village Reddy (Headman), 
Kummari and Chakali are the patrons. Local people 
irrec;pective of caste· or creed congregate, Pujari is a 
Chakali with hereditary rights as the deity is beJie\ed 
to be the daughter-in-law of their community. 

Source: J. Srj A. Somaiah, Village Level Worker 
2. Headmaster, S. E. S. School, Lalapeta 

14. SunkaravanipaBe - Situated at a distance of 
3i miles from Venkatagiri Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 141 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kummari, Reddi, Vadde, etc.; Scheduled Castes popu
lation of 60. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

Ankamma deity is housed in a tiled house with her 
mud image in human form. Poleramma is also Wor
shipped. Harijans are prohibited from entering the 
temple. 

Ankamma Aradhana is celebrated from 15th to 
20th, April for 6 days, preparations being made a week 
in advance. Ordinary pujas and aradhanas are perfor
med for the first five days. On the last day, pongali is 
offered and uthsavam is celebrated. The deity's image 
is taken in procession with dreadful music. Fire works 
are displayed. Devotees fulfil their vows by walking to 
the temple on wet sarees spread on the floor by the 
Chakalis. Fowls and rams are sacrificed at the house
holds besides observing cleanliness. Feasting takes 
place. It is of ancient origin but of local significance. 
Villagers patronize the festival. Kummaris are the chief 
patrons as they are believed to be the parents of the 
deity. Local people, irrespective of caste or creed, con
gregate. Pujari is a Chakali (washerman). Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated in Asviyujam (Sep~ 
tember-October ). 

Source: Sri K. Munaiah, Teacher, Samithi Elemen., 
tary School, Somasanigunta 

IS. Somasanigunta - Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from Venkatagiri Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 534 and it is 
made up of several sub-communities of caste Hindus; 
S;;heduled Castes of Mala, Arava Mala, Arundha
tiya with a popUlation of 373; and Scheduled Tribes 
population of 54; and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama's picture is housed in a hut. Vi11~ge 
deity Ankamma's wooden im~ge is housed in a tiled 
house; Mathamma temple with her image in human 
form also is there. A church is located in the Christian 
habitat and the cross is worshipped. 

Ankamma Uthsavam is celebrated from 15th April 
for 6 days. Devotees fulfil their vows. Pongallu are 
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offered on the last day. Fowls, rams and goats are 
sacrificed on the last day after performing pujas 
and Aradhanas. Domestically devotees observe clean
liness. They wear neat clothes after bath. The uthsa
vam is of ancient origin but of local significance. Malas 
and Madigas are the patrons. Local Hindus congre
gate. Pujari is from Pakanati division of Arundhatiyas 
(Madigas). Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Mathamma Uthsavam is celebrated in Sravanam 
(July-August). Arundhatiyas are the patrons and 
pujaris. 

Source: Sri K. Munaiah, Teacher, Panchayat Samithi 
Elementary School, Somasanigunta 

16. Venkatagiri is the taluk headquarters and a 
Railway Station on the Renigunta -Gudur broad gauge 
section of the Southern Railway. The townis situated 
at a distance of about 22 miles from Naidupet Railway 
Station and about 2 miles from the Venkatagiri Railway 
Station. It is situated on the Gudur-Renigunta Major 
District Road. The town is said to have been destroyed 
by Haider Ali due to the alliance of the Rajas of 
Venkatagiri with the British during the Carnatic war. 
The town was again rebuilt during the British period. 

The town contains a Government Basic Training 
School, Venkatagiri Rajas High School and Zilla Pari
shad Girls' High Schooland several Elementary Schools. 
The town has a Post Office with telephone and tele
graph f<1cilities. As regards medical facilities the town 
has a Government Hospital, a private Maternity 
Centre and a Veterinary Hospital. There is a Tra
vellers' Bungalow maintained by the Public Works 
Department and a choultry, maintained by the Raja. 
There are two libraries and a park. It is also the head
quarters of the Venkatagiri Panchayat Samithi Block. 
This town has the usual complement of offices like a 
Tahsil Office. a Sub-Registrar's Office, a Judicial Second 
Class Magistrate's Court, Agricultural Demonstrator's 
Office, et.::., besides a few co-operative societies. 

The total population of the town is 17,114 and it 
is made up of Caste Hindus; Scheduled Castes 
popula tion of 1,450; and Scheduled Tribes population 
of 399. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour, hand loom weaving 
and other traditional occupations. This Town is famous 
for hand loom weaving. There are a large number of 
Padmasales chiefly engaged in spinning and weaving. 
The Venkatagiri sarees are famous both in Andhra 

Pradesh and Madras States. Fine lace bordered and 
zari bordered sarees and dhoties are woven and expor
ted to different parts of the country. There are no 
large scale industries worth mentioning. 

There are the temples of Sri Kasi Viswanatha. 
swamy and Sri Varadarajaswamy with their images. 
Poleramma is the local deity. There are a few fine 
buildings constructed by the erstwhile Zamindars. The 
three buildings popularly known as Indra Mahal, 
Raja Mahal and Taj Mahal which still exist are of 
tourist interest. 

Sri Kasi Viswanathaswamy Mahothsavam is cele
brated from Jaishta Suddha Dasami to Bahula 
Panchami (May-June) for 11 days. Nandi Seva uthsa
vam on Purnima and Rathothsavam on Padyami attract 
hundreds of people. It extends to this and the neigh
bouring villages. About 2,000 Hindus, local and from 
the neighbouring villages, congregate. 

Sri Varadarajaswamy Mahothsavam is celebrated 
from Vaisakha Suddha Dasami to Bahula Vidiya (April
May) for 8 days. -It is a local festival. Only local 
Hindus participate. 

Po]eramma Jatara is celebrated in the third week 
of Asviyujam ( September - October). Actually it is 
announced on the first Wednesday after Vinayaka 
Chavithi, i. e., Bhadrapada Suddha Chavithi (August
September) and celebrated on the fourteenth or fifteenth 
day after the announcement. It extends to this and a 
few neighbouring villages. About 5,000 people, local 
and from the neighbouring villages, congregate. All 
communities take part in it. 

Source: 1. Statement of Fairs and Festivals furni
shed by the Collector, Nellore 

2. Statement of Fairs and Festivals furni
shed by the Superintendent of Police, 
Nellore 

17. Ammapalem - Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from Nidigallu Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,430 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Pallekapu, Kummari, Chakaii, Yadava, etc.; Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Castes with a population of 323; 
Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with a population of 81. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 
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There are the temples of Sri Rama and Pothuraju. 
Poleramma image in female form in sitting posture is 
made of earth and placed in Gangamitta during the 
Jatara. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days accord
ing to the convenience of the villagers. The announce
ment is made on a Wednesday midnight and Jatara is 
celebrated on the next Wednesday. Her image made 
of mud is placed in Gangamitta. On Thursday, vows 
are fulfilled. A he-buffalo, goats, rams and fowls are 
sacrificed. Cocoanuts, cooked rice, bowls of wet flour 
and sarees are offered. It is an age-old festival cele
brated in this village. Villagers are the patrons. All 
local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Chakali with 
hereditary rights. 

Sri Rama Uthsavam is celebrated from Chaitra 
Suddha Navami to Bahula Tadiya (March-April). 

Source: Sri S. Venkataramaiah, Headmaster, Samithi 
Elementary School, Ammapalem 

18. Akkasamudram - Situated at a distance of 2 
furlongs from NeJIore-Tirupati Highway, 5 miles from 
Nidigallu Railway Station and 6 miles from Venkata
giri. 

It is narrated that about 800 years ago 5 ladies 
Pedalakkamma, Chinal?kkamma, Akkamma, Venga
mma and Muthyalamma of Venkatagiri Sarvajna Sin
gama Bhupala dynasty sacrificed their lives on one day 
in water. In their names, Sri Bangaru Yachama Neeya 
of Venkatagiri dynasty constructed a temple and gave 
lands for its maintenance. In the name of these sisters, 
the village took its name Akkasamudram. During 
marriages in the dynasty ofVenkatagiri Rajas, 5 sarees, 
5 jacket pieces and a pair of dhotis are sent by them to 
the temple one week in advance accompanied by music. 
Every year during Vijaya Dasami also the presentation 
is repeated, and puja is performed by them. Sri Ban
garu Yachama Neeya constructed a big tank named 
Kayyuru Cheruvu (tank) by the side of that temple 
which supplies water for 6 villages. When Akkasamu
dram was under the Venkatagiri Zamindars, the ele
phants used to be tethered in this place from March to 
July as it is pleasant here in summer. The servants 
who looked after the elephants used to live in this place 
itself. 

The total population of the village is 459 and it is 
. m"lde up of the following communities: Caste Hindus

Brahmin, Vadde, Kummari, Jangam, Chakali, Muth-

racha, Yadava; Adi Andhra, Arundhatiya Scheduled 
Castes with a population of 161; and Yanadi and Yeru
kula Scheduled Castes with a population of 59. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

There are no temples in the village. But Anka
mma in the form of a margosa tree and Navuru Mera
swamy in the form of the flag under a neem tree are 
the sacred places of worship in this place. 

Navuru Meraswamy Janda festival takes place on 
a Friday in January. Sugar and jaggery are offered. 
The local Hindu devotees participate. It is celebrated 
by collecting subscriptions. Mujavar is a Muslim from a 
neighbouring village. 

Ankamma Kolupu i~ celebrated once in 5 or 6 
years. 

Source: Sri K. Sankaraiah, Single Teacher, Akkasa
mudram 

19. Nadimpalle - Situated a( a distance of about 
Ii miles from the 23rd milestone on Gudur-Venkata
giri bus route. 

The total population of the village is 386 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Vadde, Balija, Dasari; Adi 
Andhra, Arundhatiya Scheduled Castes with a popula
tion of 117; and Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 8 persons. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture and agricultural labour. 

There are a Mutt of Veeraiah with his tomb and a 
Chavike ( a square plot having a temple in the centre) 
of Pothuraju. 

Veeraiah Aradhana is celebrated on Phalguna 
Bahula Chaturdasi and Amavasya ( February-March) 
for 2 days. Cocoanuts are offered. Domestically devo
tees observe fasting in the morning and observe jaga. 
rana. It is being celebrated for the past 10 years and 
confined to this village. Local people irrespective of 
caste or creed congregate. Puja is performed by all. 

A fair is held near the tomb of Veeraiah with a 
few shops for 2 days. E~ltables, sweetmeats, glass
ware, pictures and medicines are sold here. 

Source: Sri G. V. S. Subrahmanyam, Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary School, Go/lapalle 



60 SECTION IV 

20. NidigaJIu - Situated at a distance of It 
miles form Nidigallu Railway Station and 6 miles from 
Venkatagiri town by road. 

The total population of the village is 1,450 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, VeJama, Viswabrahmin, Nayi
brahmin, Chakali, etc.; Madiga and Mala Scheduled 
Castes with a population of 244; and Scheduled Tribes 
population of 89; and Muslims. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Nagalingeswaraswamy temple is 3 furlongs to 
this village. It has 4 acres of inam land. The proces
sion images are kept in Sri Veerabhadra's temple. In 
Srirama Bhajana Mandir there are the images of Sri 
Rama in human form and a coronation (Pattabhishe
kam) picture. There is a temple of Sri Anjaneya with 
His 8 feet high image. The villagers constructed the 
temple of Veerabhadra recently and installed a 6 feet 
high image of Veerabhadra in human form. There is 
a temple of the village deity, Ellamma, with Her stone 
head in human form. Poleramma image is made with 
mud during the festival and housed temporarily in a 
hut. Chennakesavaswamy temple in the form of agopu
ram with His image in human form, an enclosure and 
dhwajasthambham carved in stone to the west is ano
ther place of worship. 

Chennakesavaswamy Festival is celebrated for a 
day on Sayan a Ekadasi, i. e., on Ashadha Suddha Eka
dasi (June-JUly). Naivedyam and incense are offered 
daily throughout the year. It is of ancient origin but 
of local significance. 

Nambakam Ramaiah is the patron enjoying 6 acres 
of inam land. Local people irrespective of caste or 
creed congregate. Pujaris are Tamil Vaishnavite Brah
mins with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. 

Vaikuntha Ekadasi, Sankranti and Ugadi are also 
celebrated in this temple. On Sivarathri the procession 
images of Lord Nagalingeswara are taken in procession. 

Source: Sri M. Ramaiah, Teacher, Nidigallu 

2l. Panjam - Situated at a distance of 1 mile 
from Naidupet-Venkatagiri bus route, 4 milesJrom 
Yellakaru Railway .~tation and 7! miles from Venkata
giri. 

The total population of the village is 438 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-

Reddy, Naidu, Kummari, Viswabrahmin, Goundla, 
BaJija, Yadava; and Mala and Madiga Scheduled Castes 
with 128 persons; and Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 21 
persons. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture and agricultural labour . 

There is a temple of Sri Venugopalaswamy with His 
image. Pujas are performed to a banyan tree in the 
name of Veeraiah. Deity Thummalamma is worshipped 
in the form of a stone slab decorated with kumkum. 

Veeraiah festival is celebrated in Chait ram (March
April) on a day fixed by the villagers. Pongallu are 
offered in the field in front of the banyan tree. Dra
mas and Bhagavathams are conducted. Devotees promise 
to offer amba!i and fulfil it during the festival. Fowls 
and rams are sacrificed. This is an ancient festival of 
local significance. Villagers are the patrons. All local 
Hindus participate in it. Puja is performed indivi
dually. 

Thummalamma Jatara is celebrated when epide
mics and other diseases prevail in the village. 

Source: Sri K. J. Desabandhu, Teacher 

22. Chilamanuru-Situated at a distance of 9 miles 
to the east of Venkatagiri, towards the west of Ven
katagiri - Sullurpet bus route at a distance of 4 to 5 
furlongs. 

The total population of the village is 561 made up 
of the following communities: Caste Hindus-Brahmin, 
Kapu, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali, Padmasale, etc.; 
Scheduled Castes (182) - Adi Andhra, etc.; and Yanadi 
Scheduled Tribe (36 persons). The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricul
tural labour. 

Village deities Poleramma, Ankamma and Yama
lamma and a Rama mandir are the places of worship 
in the village. 

Poleramma Kolupu or Jatara is more than 100 
years old. Poleramma Jatara is celebrated between 
Sivarathri and Ugadi festivals (i. e., between January 
and April). The deity is symolised in a stone in a small 
temple. On a Tuesday night, the mud idol of the deity 
prepared by a Kummari (potter) is kept in the temple. 
While keeping the idol inside the temple, a small lizard 
and a sheep are sacrificed and cocoanuts are broken. 
The following day, devotees fulfil their vows by offering 
sheep, rams, goats. fowls, fruits. jaggery. kudumulu 
(balls made of rice flour and jaggery mixed together 
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and pasted), vadalu (a preparation of blackgram dal 
cooked in sweet oil), etc. In the evening at about S 
p. m., a he-buffalo is sacrificed and its blood is mixed 
with grain and is sprinkled on the boundaries of the 
village. This act, it is believed, will endow the village 
with rich harvests. The mud idol of the deity is taken 
round the main streets of the village in the night bet
ween II and 12 hours to the accompaniment of indige
nous music, scolding her in abusive terms which act is 
intended to please the deity. The idol of the deity 
is kept on the eastern boundaries of the village and her 
arms and legs are cut off. Asadis sing songs about 
Poleramma deity and return to the village. 

This J atara attracts people in large numbers from 
this and the neighbouring villages also. Relatives from 
far and near are invited a few days in advance. Sri 
Amasa Rama Raghava Reddy, Village Munsiff is the 
patron and people of all other communities are the 
followers. 

Ankamma Kolupu and Yamalamma Kolupu are 
also conducted along with Poleramma Kolupu. 

Panduranga Gundam is another important uthsav
am celebrated since 1958. It commences on Sivarathri fe" 
stiva! day and continues for 5 days, i. e., from February 
13th to 17th. A pandal is erected in the viIlagefor the 
festival and a picture of Lord Panduranga is kept in it. 
An agnigundam (fire pit) is arranged in front of the 
pandal. The youngsters who learnt the bhajan take 
bath in 9 wells, wear clothes coloured with turmeric 
and a bracelet with a turmeric piece. They do bhajans 
till evening. In the evening, they jump hither and 
thither over the agnigundam. The picture of the deity 
is taken around the streets in procession. In the mean
while, a few people go out for hunting (paruveta ) and 
catch a rabbit. The rabbit is smeared' with vermilion. 
People sit around the agnigundam, leaving the rabbit to 
fall in it. Then agnigundam is covered with earth. 
Fasting is observed by devotees from 13th morning till 
17th night. Prasadam is distributed to all the visitors. 
On 17th, pongallu are prepared at household level. 
Vows are fulfilled by offering cocoanuts and keeping 
the corbans in the hundi. People attend in large num
bers from the neighbouring villages also. Free feeding 
facility is there for all the pilgrims. 

Sarvasri Putluru Gurava Reddy, Amasa Rama 
Raghava Reddy, Chi1lakuru Subba Reddy, K. Pedda 
Nusa Reddy and Chilamanur Venku Reddy are the 
patrons of Lord Panduranga. Sri Grosukonda Gopa
layya, a Brahmin of Bharadwaja gotram is the pujari. 

There is a proposal to construct a good temple for 
Lord Panduranga. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated in the Rama 
Mandir. 

Source: Sri B. Dhairyam, Teacher, Chilamanuru 

23. Perimidi - Situated at a distance of 2 miles to 
the south of the 9th milestone on Venkatagiri-Naidu
pet road and 16 miles from Venkat&giri by road. There 
is a stone inscription in the middle of the village. But 
it is not legible. 

The total population of the village is 1,535 and it 
is made up of many communities of Caste Hindus; 
Scheduled Castes population of 442; and Scheduled Tri
bes population of 208. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Bheemeswara, Chennakesava, Sri 
Rama, Vighneswara, Pandurangaswamy with His pic
ture and a pial in the name of Nagur Meera Saheb, a 
Muslim saint are the places of worship. 

Sri Panduranga Agnigunda Mahothsavam is cele
brated from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula Pan
chami (February-March) for 10 days. Agnigundam is 
arranged on Purnima. The devotees walk on fire singing 
bhajana songs and fulfil their vows, in the form of 
money and grain. Domestically devotees observe 
fasting after bath in the theertham and also observe 
jagarana. This festival is of ancient origin but of local 
significance, All local communities participate. Pujari 
is a Brahmin of Kousika gotram with hereditary rights. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Source: Sri S. V. Seshaiah, Karnam, Perimidi 

24. Arimanupadu - Situated at a distance of 4~ 
miles from Kondagunta Railway Station and 2S miles 
from Venkatagiri. At first as a few people dwelt under 
an arimanu (Ari tree) before the houses were construc
ted, this place goes by the present name. 

The total population of the village is 1,674 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kshatriya (Raju). Kummari, Kammara, Yadava; Sche
duled Caste population of 121 comprising Arundha
tiyas; and Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 204 persons. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional occu
pations. 
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The stone image of the village deity Mangamu
ramma situated in an open place under a neem tree to 
the east of the village and a square stone 1 foot high 
called Adi Jambavanta to the north of the village are 
worshipped. The latter was installed at the time of the 
construction of this village and a strange sound was 
audible from it in the midnight. Once a Golla youth 
passing that wr.y he:lrd the sound and hit with his axe 
and the stone was maimed. Since that time the sound 
ceased. 

Adi Jambavanta Aradhana is celebrated when epi-
. demics and pestilence prevail in the village. Girls and 

boys below 12 years and above 6 years perform abhi
shekam to the slone with 101 potsful of water for 
3 weeks and the epidemics and pestilence stop. On a 
Friday evening within that pel iod pala ponga/i is offe
red and the boys and giils eat it to their satisfaction as 
that observance is belie\ ed to fulfil the desires. 

Source: Sri T. Swami Doss, P. 'so School, Arimanu-
padu 

25. Gurramkonda - Situated at a distance of 4! 
miles from Pedapariya Railway Station and 24 miles 
from Venkatagiri by road. Adjoining the village, there 
are two stones in the form of a horse on a small hil
lock. Hence the village got the name Gurramkonda 

. (Gurram - horse; konda - hili). A fort said to belong 
to the Poligars is at a distance of 1 mile from the hill, 
which was ruined by the canons. These stones were 
placed to adjust the level for shooting the fort from the 
hill. There is a moat around the fort. Within the fort 
crops are grown now. There is a narrow cave in the 
hill. The villagers narrate the story of Mekala Ganga
raju who did penance here and through this cave he 
used to go to the well for his bath. The cave is now 
closed by a big stone and to know anything farther, the 
stone is to be removed. 

The total population of the village is 479 and it Is 
made up of the following communities. Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Kshatriya (Raju), Yadava; 97 
Scheduled Castes' people and 54 Scheduled Tribes' 
people. The chief meJ.ns of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

There is a platform for Chintalamma with a granite 
~tone. Nose, eyes and ears are kept with lumps of 

saffron, on a brass vessel during festive days. It is deco
rated with ornaments and taken in procession. There 
is also a Rama temple. 

Chintalamma Uthsavam is celebrated on 15th 
January for a day. Vows are fulfilled by offering cocoa
nuts and sacrificing fowls. This festival is being cele
brated for the past 200 years. Local and neighbouring 
villagers congregate. PuJari is a Yadava. 

Source: Sri Shaik Gouse Mohiuddin, Teacher, 
Gurramkonda 

26. Chmamanichenu - Situated at a distance of 
2l miles from Pedapariya Railway Station and 35 miles 
from Venkatagiri. There used to grow a good crop 
though empty ~heJls were sown. Hence the field is 
called' Chill a Mani Chenu ' (Chilla-empty, Manu or 
Man i-tree, Chenu-field). Hence the village construc
ted nearby goes by the same name. 

The total populatiop of the village is 728 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kshatriya, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, Mangali, 
Balija, Yadava; and 102 Mala and Madiga Scheduled 
Castes' people; and l04 Scheduled Tribes' people. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture; 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations . 

There is a temple of Sri Rama with His stone 
image. 

Sri Rama Festival is celebrated from Chaitra Suddha 
Chaturdasi to Bahula Tadiya (March-April) for 5 days. 
Garudaseva on Chaturdasi is celebrated by Kshatriyas, 
Kalyanam on Purnfma is celebrated by Balijas, Vasan
tham on Padyami by Yadavas, Alakaladopu is celebra
ted by Yadavas on Vidiya and Paruveta is celebrated 
by the villagers on Tadiya. Cocoanuts are offered. It 
is being celebrated for the past 100 years and confined 
to this village. Kshatriyas, Balijas and Yada vas are the 
patrons. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Brah
min of Srivatsasa gotram. 

Pongal/u nre offered on Pushya Suddha Dwadasi 
(December-January) to Sri Rama. 

Source: Sri Modegunta Krishnaiah, Teacher, Chilla
manichenu 
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Section V 

RAPUR TALUK 

~bintalatmakur- Situated at a distance of 35 
~miles from Nellore Railway Station on the Ma

dras-Waltair broad gauge section of Southern Railway 
and 40 miles from Gudur. 

The total population of the village is 969 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma, Goundla, Muthracha, Togata, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (121 )-Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (71); 
and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour, weaving and 
other traditional occupations. 

There are the temples of Anjaneya, otherwise kno
wn as SanjeevarayuQu, with His image in human form 
and village deities Poleramma and Matamma. Maha~ 

la~hmamma is worshipped in the form of a tree. 

Sri Sanjeevaraya (Anjaneyaswamy ) festival is 
celebrated from Chaitra Bahula Padyami to Panchami 
(March-April) for 5 days, preparations being made a 
week in advance. Kodi (flag) uthsavam on the first 
day, Hanumanthaseva on the second day, Garudaseva 
on the third, kalyanam on the fourth day, vasanthothsa
vam and paruveta on the 5th day morning and evening 
respectively are the rituals that are observed during the 
festival. Vows are fulfilled. Bengalgram, jaggery, co
coanuts, sugar, vadapappu, panakam (jaggery water) 
are offered. Devotees observe fasting on last 3 days of 
the festival. It is being celebrated for the past 30 years 
and is confined to this village. Kapus, Kammas, Vai
syas and Yadavas are the patrons. About 200 local 
people congregate. Only Hindus participate. Pujari 
is a Sathani Vaishnava of Srivatsa gotram with heredi
tary rights. 

A fair is held in connection with Poleramma Jatara 
for 5 days on a plot of 5 cents near Poleramma temple. 
Details as to when the Jatara is held are not available. 
Tax is "Collected. A few shops are arranged. Earthen
ware and utensils are sold. About 500 people cOIigre
gate. Bhajans are conducted by Boligarla Mastanaiah. 

Source: Statement of Fairs & Festivals furnished by 
Collector, Nellore 

2. Gonupalle - Situated at a distance of 15 miles 
from Rapur. 

The total population of the village is 1,708 and 
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste 
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (368); and Scheduled Tribes 
(274). The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temple of Sri Penusila Narasimhaswamyor 
Penchalaswamy is situated at the foot of a hill of the 
picturesque Penchalakona valley. The history of the 
temple is buried in hoary past and its Sthalapurana 
indicates that it was once famed as the place of Tapovan 
of Kanva Maharshi who performed penance. The ri. 
ver Kandleru as it is now called, originating from the 
waterfalls of the mountain ranges on the West and South, 
had another name Kanvayeru. The river flows through 
Rapur, Gudur and Nellore Taluks and empties itself in 
the Bay of Bengal near Krishnapatnam. The only 
construction that seems to have been attempted about 
670 years ago was thegarbhalayam (sanctum-sanctorum) 
which had gradually been left neglected and today it is 
in a state of virtual collapse. The image of the Lord is 
a self-manifested one, two stones intertwisted to form 
a lion's head at the top. Hence the lord is called Pe
nusiTa Narasimhaswamy (in Telugu penu means twist 
and sila stone). After killing Hiranya Kasipa as Nara
simha, Lord Vishnu married Chenchu Lakshmi in Bhai
ravakona, a place at a short distance from Penusilakona 
and killed the rakshasas who were torturing the Rishis. 
Lord Vishnu used to vi,it the lake every Saturday and 
as an evidence a silver umbrella rose from the lake. 
The deity is a very powerful one renowned as the savi
our of chaste women. 

Sri Penusila Narasimhaswamy or Penchalaswamy 
festival is celebrated from Vaisakha Suddha Dwadasi to 
Bahula Tadiya (April-May) for 7 days. Devotees ful
fil their vows. Hair is offered to the deity. It is an 
ancient festival confined to this district and the neigh
bouring districts such as Cuddapah. The Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments Board patronizes 
and supervises the festival. Two years ago the Assis
tant Commissioner, Hindu Religious and Charitable 
Endowments Department, Nellore, who happened to 
study the condition of the temple felt that a scheme 
should be drawn up to renovate the temple and provide 
basic necessities to the pilgrims during the annual fest i-
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val and also help maintain a regular flow of pilgrims 
throughout the year. He enthused the public and 
charitably disposed people to help the renovation of the 
temple. The department was convinced of the impor
tance of the scheme and a collection drive was launched. 
The in'tial target being Rs. 50,000, the departmental 
office and the rest house were constructed at a cost of 
Rs. 12,000, Kalyana Katta (hair cutting hall) constru
cted with the donation of Sri Udayakaleswaraswamy 
temple of Gandavaram was declared open to all. 
About 10,000 people from this and the surrounding 
districts congregate, All communities participate, Hin
dus being predominant. 

Source: 1. Statement of Fairs & Festlrals furnished 
by Collector, Nellore 

2. Statement of Fairs and Festivals furni
shed by Superintendent of Police, 
Nellore 

, 
3. Extract from the Sunday Standard, 

dt.21-7-63 

3. Chittaluru - Situated at the 28th milestone oil 
Nellore-Kaluvoy Road and 30 miles from Nellore 
Railway Station as also from Rapur. 

The total population of the village is 1,545 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma, Gamalla, Muthracha, Togata. etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (219) - Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes 
(51); and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, weaving 
and other traditional occupations. 

There are temples of Sri Chennakesavaswamy, Sri 
Veerabhadraswamy and Sri Rama. There is a stone 
image of Polen.mma in Shakthi form, housed in a hut 
and a mosque. 

Sri Veerabhadraswamy Parm'eta is celebrated on 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April) for a day. It 
is of ancient origin but of local significance. Muthra
chas are the patrons. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari 
is a Muthracha with hereditary rights. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated in 
Pushyam (December-January). 

He- buffaloes, tams' and fowls are sacrificed to the 
village deity Poleramma. 

Source: Sri Shaik Khan Saheb, Teacher, Social Wei. 
fare School, Chittaluru 

4. Yeturu - Situated at a distance of 6 furlongs 
to the north of Nellore - Podalakur - Somasila Road, 
25 miles from Nellore Railway Station and 28 miles 
from Rapur. by bus. 

The total popUlation of the village is 2,295 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Adivelama, Kapu, Ku" 
mmari, Gamalla, Muthracha, Balija, Yadava, Chakali, 
Mangali, Viswabrahmin, etc.; Scheduled Castes (297)
Adi Andhra, Arundhatiya, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (102)
Yanadi, Yerukula, etc.; and Muslims. The chief me:lIlS 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

There are the temples of Sri Rama with His stone 
image in human form, Sri Anjaneya with His stone 
image in human form and Siva with His stone Siva
lingam. There are the stone images of the villr,ge 
deities Poleramma and Ankamma. There is a mutl of 
Guruswamy, a saint with his tomb. 

Guruswamy Vardhanthi is celebrated on Chaitra 
Sllddha Padyami (March-April) for a day. Vows are 
fulfilled. Panakam and vadapappll are offered to the 
deity. Domestically devotees observe fasting and jaga
ram. It is an ancient festival and is confined to this 
village. Villagers are the patrons. Local Hindus of 
all castes participate. Brahmins and Viswabrahmins 
are the pujaris. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Chaldi and panakam are offered occasionally to 
the village deities. 

Source: 1. Sri T. Devadanam, Headmaster, P. S. 
Elementary School, Yeturu 

2. Sri C. Chenchaiah, Teacher, S. E. School, 
Mypativari Kandriga 

S. Vavintaparthi - Situated at a distance of 4 
miles from Nellore-Somasila Road, 29 miles from Ra
pur and 32 miles from Gudur. 

The total population of the village is 409 and it is 
made up of the following sub-communities of Caste 
Hindus - Brahmin, Kamma, Endra, Yadava, etc.; Sche
duled Castes (59)-Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala, etc.; 
Scheduled Tribes (24); and Muslims. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agricultUl e and agricul-
turallabour. . 

There are the temples of Chennakeswaraswamy 
with His stone im~ge in human form and of the village 
deity. 
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Sri Chennakeswaraswamy festival is celebrated for 
3 days during Sankranti, i. e., generally from 13 to 15th 
January. It is an ancient festival confined to this vill
age only. Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 
Board has taken up the management of the festival. 
Local Hindus of all castes congregate. Pujari is Para
vastu Venkata Krishnaiah, a Nambi Achari of Sri 
Ramanujula gotram with hereditary rights. 

Source: Sri Kandukuru Raghava Naidu, Village Mun
sifJ, Vavintaparthi 

6. Podalakur - Situated on the 18th milestone on 
Nellore-Rapur bus route. 

The total population of the village is 3,189 and it 
is made up of the following communities : Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Sale, Devanga, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (433); Scheduled Tribes (280). The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, trade, weaving and other traditional occupa
tions. 

There are the temples of Sri Vighneswara and Siva 
with their stone images. 

Tradition says that about 150 years ago, one Paka
nati Basilingam of Kakarada, a cotton dealer, had his 
bales of cotton dumped here. But one of the bales 
miraculously got con verted into a huge ant-hill by the 
next morning. On the eventful night, God Vinayaka 
appeared in a dream to the religiously bent dealer and 
warned him that He (Vinayaka) was incarnating him
self in the ant-hill formed out of the cotton bale and 
that he (dealer) should endeavour to construct a tem
ple at that place promising large profits from the 
remaining bales. Accordingly the cotton cealer had a 
small temple constructed over the ant-hill. Later on, 
one Thambireddi Venkata Reddi of Lingampalle had 
the whole temple reconstructed on a bigger scale and 
also had the ant-hill moulded into the shape of Vina
yaka and artistically painted. Subsequently a Siva 
temple was also constructed in the same compound. 

Sivarathri is celebrated from Magha Bahula Trio
dasi (January-February) for 3 days. Devotees observe 
jagaram (vigil) on Bahula Chathurdasi, i. e., on Sivara
thri. It is celebrated for the past] 50 years and is con
fined to this and neighbouring villages. Patrons are 
Vaisyas and Kapus. About 2,000 Hindu devotees 
resort to this place. Pujari is a Brahmin. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

Source: Sri P. Subba Rao, Teacher, P. S. Elementary 
School, Podalakur 

7. Kalichedu-Situated at a distance of 6 furlongs 
from Podalakur-Gudur bus route, 15 miles from Rapur 
and 17 miles from Gudur Railway Station. This village 
was given to Mohammadans as jagir by the Nawab and 
for some reasons they sold it to the Raja of Venkata
giri. The Raja of Venkatagiri constructed a shelter 
home for the poor in Venkatagiri and heis maintaining 
it as the trustee with the income got from the village. 

The total population of the village is 2,614 and itis 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vadde, Kummari, Jangam, 
Muthracha, Chakali, Mangali, Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju), 
Kapu, Balija, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes (363)
Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes 
(264)- Yanadi, Yerukula, etc.; Muslims and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour, labour in mica mines and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Siddheswaraswamy temple on the hill by the 
side of river Kalle'ru at a distance of one mile to the 
north of the village with His idol in the form of Siva
Iingam, Ammavari temple situated by the side of Siddhe
swaraswamy temple with Her image in human form, 
Anjaneyaswamy temple, village deity Korindalamma 
temple, 2 mosques and a church are the places of wor
ship in this village. 

Sri Siddheswaraswamy Tirunala is celebrated from 
Ashadha Suddha Triodasi to Bahula Panchami ( June
July) for 8 days. Cocoanuts, fruits, vadapappu and 
panakam are offered. Fasting and jagaram are observed. 
It is of ancient origin and confined to 15 nearby 
villages. Formerly the patrons were Mohammadans, 
bu t now the Raja of Venkatagiri is the trus tee and the 
temple has inam lands. About six to seven thousand 
devotees, local and from the nearby villages congregate 
irrespective of caste or creed. Pujari is a Brahmin. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival near 
the temple for 7 days. About 7,000 people from the 
neighbouring villages come and participate in the fair. 
Eatables, utensils, lanterns, mirrors and combs, pictures 
and photos, agricultural implements, clothes and toys 
are sold. 

Whirling wheels, circus, lottery and dramas afford 
entertainment to the visitors. 

Pongallu are offered to the village deity Korinda
Jamma and animals are sacrificed. 

Source: 1. Sri S. A. RavooJ, Panchayat President, 
Kalichedu 
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2. Sri A. Rama Rao, Teacher, High School, 
Kalichedu 

3. Smt. K. Eliza, Teacher, P. S. E. School, 
Kalichedu 

4. Sri Shaik Naziruddin, Village MunsijJ, 
Kalichedu 

8. Rapur - The headquarters of the taluk by the 
same name is situated about 22 miles from the Gudur 
Railway Station and is connected by a major district 
road on which buses ply regularly both from Nellore 
and Gudur. It is also connected with Venkatagiri and 
NeJlore by major district roads on which also buses ply 
regularly and provide necessary transport facilities. 

The total population of the village is 5,912 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Reddy, Balija, Velama, Vaisya, Viswabrah
min, Kummari, Mangali, Kshatriya; Scheduled Castes 
(1,311)-Mala, Madiga; Scheduled Tribes (530)-Yanadi, 
etc.; and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The mosque of Ismaelsa VaH is the place of wor .. 
ship in the village. 

Ismaelsa VaH Vrs is celebrated on 5th Rabi-us
Sani iocaJly known as Dastageer (4th month of Hijri 
Era) every year for one day. This festival is being 
celebrated since 1957 and is confined to this place only. 
Both Muslims and Hindus take part in the festival. 
Besides this Moharram festival also is celebrated in this 
place. 

Source: Sri R. Ch. Subba Rao, Statistical Assistant, 
Taluk Office, Rapur 

9. Cheekavolu- Situated at a distance of 12 miles 
from Rapur, 22 miles from Gudur Railway Station of 
which 6 miles have to be covered by footpath and the 
rest by bus. It was ruled by Zoopalli Zamindars and 
Nawab Shaik Kasim afterwards. 

The total population of the village is 1,456 and it 
is madeupofthe following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Reddy, Kummari, Adivelama, Chakali, Man
gaIi, Viswabrahmin, Kammara. Kshatriya (Raju), Kapu, 

. Balija, Yadava, etc.; ~heduled Castes (391) - Adi 
Andhra, Arundhatiya, Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled 
Tribes (174) - Yerukula, Yanadi, etc.; Muslims and 
Christians. The (hief means of livelihood of the people 

are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There is a temple of Sri Venugopalaswamy with 
the images of Venugopalaswamy, Rukmini and Satya. 
bhama in human forms and a darga in the village. 

Sri Krishna Jayanti (Sri Venugopalaswamy festival) 
is celebrated from Sravana Bahula Ashtami (July
August) for 9 days. It is an .ancient festival and is con
fined to this village only. Kapus, Yadavas, Adivelamas 
and Balijas are the patrons. Local Hindus of all castes 
congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Kasyapasa gotram 
with hereditary rights for the past 2 generations. Daily 
puja is performed to the Lord. 

PongaUu are offered to the village deities AJlu
ramma, Cheekolamma occasionally. 

Source: J. Sri Boyilla Balaramireddy, Agriculturist, 
Cheekavolu 

2. Sri Boyi/la Penchala Sarva Reddy, Agri
culturist, Cheekavolu 

3. Sri V. Purushotham, Headmaster, Social 
Welfare School, Cheekavolu 

10. Turimerla -Situated at a distance of about 11 
miles from Manubolu Railway Station and about 13 
miles from Rapur. 

The total population of the village is 1,954 and it is 
m:lde up of some sub-communities of Caste Hindus; 
Scheduled Castes (327); and Scheduled Tribes (183). 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

There is a temple of Sri Rama. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Suddha 
Navami ( March-April) for 9 days. It is an age-old 
festival confined to this village. Approximately 2,000 
local Hindus congregate. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festil'als furnished 
by Collector, Nellore 

11. Utukur - Situated at a distance of 15 miles 
from Rapur . 

The total population of the village is 2,182 Rnd it is 
made up of some sub-communitieg of Caste Hindus, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes (423); and Scheduled Tribes 
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(234). The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There is a temple of Sri Rama. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra 
Suddha Navami (March-April) for 9 days. It is of 
ancient origin but of local significance. About 2,000 
local Hindus congregate. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
Collector, Nellore 

12. Sydapuram hamlet of Molakalapoondla
Situated at a distance of 7i miles from Gudur Railway 
Station and 15 miles from Rapur. 

The total population of the entire village is 4,944 
and it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste 
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (870); Scheduled Tribes (443); 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, mica 
mining and other traditional occupations. 

Rama temples in every street, mosque and a church 
in Harijana wada (street), Navakoti Siddheswaras, Na
vanadha Siddheswaras and Sarangadhara seated in a 
kona (valley) 3 miles from this village are the places of 
worship. Siddheswaraswamy image is in sitting posture 
like a muneeswara in dhyanam. 

Sri Siddheswaraswamy Aradhana is celebrated on 
Monday (four or five days) in Kartikam (October
November). Pujaris from Sydapuram celebrate the 
anointment festival and offer maha naivedya tambula 
and harathi to the Lord on every Monday in Kartikam. 
In the month of Magham t January-February) local 
people take bath in a rivulet. It is an age-old festival 
and extends to a few nearby villages of the district. 
There is an inam land of 2 acres known as Siddulayya 
manyam. Hindu devotees, local and from the neigh. 
bouring places, come and take part in the function. 
Pujari is a Jangam Devara. Feasts and free feeding 
are arranged by the devotees to fulfil their vows. 

About 30 temporary shops are arranged for the 
occasion and they sell utensils, medicines, clothes, 
wooden implements, cattle, goats and birds. 

Source: Srj Mannarapu Siddhaiah, President, Syda
puram 

13. Ramasagaram - Situated at a distance of 7 
miles from Gudur Railway Station on Gudur-Rapur bus 

route, i. e., 5f miles by bus up to Veeraswamy garden 
and It miles by footpath from there. 

The total population of the village is 1,994 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kamma, Viswabrahmin, Vadde, Jangam, 
Sathani, Vaisya, Balija, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Cas
tes (510) - Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes 
(190)-Yerukula, Yanadi, etc.; and Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour, labour in mica mines and other tradi
tional occupations. 

There are the temples of Sri Rama with 2' high 
stone images of Rama, Lakshmana and Sita, Amma
neni Siddhamma with Her 2' high wooden images, 
Ankamma with Her 21' high stone image, decorated 
with saree and ornaments, and Mathamma represented 
by a stone for the worship of Harijans. Gurrappadu 
and Poleramma are worshipped in the form of jammi 
and neem trees respectively. 

A local story goes to say thatAmmaneni Siddha
mma, daughter of a Kamma family in Arambaka village 
near Kalahasti was given in marriage to a boy of Dutta
luru family of Veera Bayallu village at an early age of 
7 years. Two or three years later the son-in-law of 
Ammaneni family started for his mother-in-Iaw'shouse. 
On his way, he died in an accident_ Soon Siddhamma 
performed sathi with her husband. She told her rela
tives that she will establish herself in the village where 
both Ammaneni (her family) and Duttaluru (her hus
band's family) families reside. In this village there are 
the above said two families, viz., Ammaneni and Dutta
luru. She appeared in the dreams of the eldest mem
bers of these families and asked them to construct a 
temple and a pond and to plant a grove behind the 
temple. She was thus defied and a temple was con
structed for her with a pond in front of it. A grove 
was planted behind the temple. These two families 
offer ponga/i to the deity and pray to fulfil their desires. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra 
Suddha Navami to Purnima (March-April) for 7 days. 
Keelu gurramata (dance on wooden horses), kolatams, 
fire works, bhajans and street dramas are conducted 
during these 7 days. The uthsavam is celebrated from 
Navami and ends on Purnima with kalyanam. Cocoa
nuts are offered at each door when the procession of 
the Lord passes through the streets. It is celebrated 
for the past 70 years and extends to the neighbouring 
villages. Kamma Naidus, the village h..;ads are the 
patrons. Festival is celebrated with the money raised 
by subscriptions and about 1,000 people, local and from 
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a few villages, congregate irrespective of caste or creed. 
Pujari is a Sathani. 

Poleramma Jatara is performed for 4 days once in 
3 years according to the convenience of the villagers. 
During the Jatara fowls, rams and goats are sacrificed 
to Poleramma and Ankamma; and pongallu are offered 
to Siddhamma in fulfilment of vows. Local Hindus 
congregate. 

A fair is held under the neem tree dedicated to the 
deity Poleramma in the centre of the village in an area 
of 100 square yards for 4 days once in 3 years. It is 
being held for the past 70 years. About 1,000 people 

from this and the neighbouring villages like Molakala
poondla, Indur, Sydapuram, Giddalur, etc., congregate. 
About 20 shops are opened temporarily by merchants of 
this and the neighbouring villages besides 25 hawkers. 
Eatables, utensils, glassware, pictures, books, handloom 
cloth, readymade clothes, fancy goods, toys, rams and 
goats are sold. 

Dramas, keelugurralata and street dramas afford 
entertainment to the visitors. Trees afford :.helter to the 
pilgrims. 

Source: Sri P. V. Nagaraja Rao, Headmaster, Z. P. 
Elementary School, Thoorpupundla, hamlet 
of Ramasagaram 
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nbarmar~ocheruvupalle - Situated at a distance 
~of 10 miles from Atmakur and 40 miles from 

Nellore. The Nellore-Bombay Trunk Road passes 
through this village. Sri Zoopalli Dharmarao Naidu, a 
member of Kalahasthi Maharaja family constructed this 
village 400 years back. A few relics of the fort are seen 
even this day. 

The total population of the village is 1,243 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Peddakanti Reddy, Pakanati Reddy,.Kummari, Chakali, 
Yadava, Mangali, Balija, etc.; Scheduled Castes (190)
Madiga, Mala, etc., Scheduled Tribes (19); Muslims 
and Dudekula. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tra
ditional occupations. 

The abode of Sri Rama is a hut with His stone image. 
There are the temples of Sri Veerabhadra, Poleramma, 
Patheetamma and Lakshmaiah mutt. There are some 
images of other deities and mutts. 

Sri Rama Navami (Sri Rama Kalyana Mahothsa
vam) is celebrated from Chailra Suddha Navami to Eka
dasi (March-April) for 3 days. Birth day celebration 
on Navami, kalyana mahothsavam on Dasami and vasan
thothsavam and paruveta on Ekadasi take place. This 
festival is being celebrated for the past 15 years. All 
communities participate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Karna 
Kamma clan of Vasishta gotram with hereditary rights. 

Palapongallu (a sweet preparation of rice cooked 
with milk and sugar) is offerred to Patheethamma in 
Pushyam (December-January). 

Source: Sri K. George, Teacher, Panchayat Samithi 
Elementary School, Dharmaraocheruvupalle 

2. Cbintalapalem - Situated at a distance of 2 
miles from the motor road, 11 miles from Atmakur and 
35 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 468 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma,Vaisya,Kummari,Kapu, Vadiya,Chakali, Viswa
brahmin, etc.; Scheduled Castes (103) -- Madiga, Mala, 
etc.; Scheduled Tribes (5), etc. The chief means of Ii-
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velihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

During Sankranti Poleramma festival is celebrated 
generally from 13th to 15th January. Pujas are per
formed to the deity Poleramma. Her temple is decora~ 
ted 2 days in advance of the festival. On the first day, 
puja is peformed with incense, deepam and naivedyam. 
On the second day pongallu are offered to the deity and 
the day is enjoyed with entertainments. On the 3rd day 
fowls, goats and rams are sacrificed. The flesh of them 
is eaten by the devotees. Cocoanuts are offered and 
vows are fulfilled in one form or other. It is of ancient 
origin but of local significance. Peddakapu takes inte
rest in this festival. All communities of this village 
congregate. Pujari is a Golla (Yadava). Prasadam in 
the form of vadapappu and jaggery is distributed to all 
on the first day. Pongallu is distributed to all as prasa
dam on the second day. 

Source: Sri Challa Krishna Reddy, Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary School, Chintalapalem 

3. Abbasabebpeta - Situated at a distance of 15 
miles from A tmakur. 

The total population of the village is 1,648 and it 
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus; 
Scheduled Castes (334); and Scheduled Tribes (48). The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

There is a tomb of Hazarath Hazi Mohammad 
Rahamthulla Khaja Nabi, a Muslim saint. 

Hazarath Hazi Mohammed Rahamthulla Khaja 
Nabi Drs is celebrated in October for 5 days. It is 
confined to this and the neighbouring villages. About 
15,000 visitors from this and the nearby villages resort 
to the place. Muslims and Hindus as well participate. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
Superintendent of Police, Nel/ore 

4. Velagapadu-Situtated at a distance of 25 miles 
from Kavali Railway Station and 28 miles from Atmakur. 
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The total population of the village is 1,020 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Kamma, Reddy, Vaisya, Muthracha, 
Chakali, Kummari, etc.; Scheduled Castes (197) _. 
Madiga; Scheduled Tribes (137); and Muslims. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Mallikarjunaswamy temple with the! foot high 
Kasilingam and 3! feet high stone image of Parvathi in 
human form; Sri Rama temple of Kammavaripalem 
hamlet with the 2i feet high stone images of Sri Rama, 
Lakshmana and Sita all in human form are the places 
of worship in this place. 

Sri Rama Navami (Sri Rama Kalyanothsavam) is 
celebrated from Chaitra Suddha Triodas ito Bahula Vidi
ya (March-April)for 5 days. Street dramas and Harikatha 
kalakshepams are conducted. Clothes and cocoanuts 
are offered to the dei ty. Fulfilment of vows takes place in 
the form of construction of compound'wall etc., to the 
temple. Domestically devotees offer pongali. It is cele
brated for the past 50 years and extends to this and 10 
surrounding villages. Sri Katragunta Seshappa Naidu is 
the trustee. It has inam lands. Local Hindus and 
from 10 neighbouring villages congregate. Pujari is 
Sri Vedavalli Gopalakrishnaiah, a Brahmin of Kowsikasa 
gotram. Prasadam is distributed to all. There is free 
feeding for 4 days. 

Sivarathri is celebrated from Magha Bahula Trio
dasi (Janu:iry-February) to Phalguna Suddha Vicliya 
for 5 days. Devotees observe fasting and jagaram on 
Sivarathri day. Clothes and cocoanuts are offered. It 
is being celebrated for the past 100 years and is confi
ned to this and the 4 nearby villages. Sri Kanti Para
meswara Rao is the trustee. The temple has inam lands. 
Hindus from local and 4 nearby villages congregate. 
Sri Karemchedu Mallaiah, a Brahmin of Kasyapasa 
gotram is the pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all. 
There is free feeding for 5 days. 

Source: Srj V. Gopalakrishnaiah, Teacher, Kamma
varipalem 

5. Gumparlapadu - Situated at a distance of Ii 
miles from Sangam - Kanigiri Road, 20 miles from 
Atmakur and 30 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

1'he total population of the village is 1,177 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Muthracha. Vadiya, Sathani, 
Kummari, Balija, Yadava, Chakali, Mangali. etc.; Sche
duled Castes (112) - Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled 

Tribes (30) - Yanadi, Kappala Yanadi; Muslims and 
Dudekulas. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There is a temple of Sri Kodandaramaswamy with 
his stone image. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April) for 5 days. It is of ancient 
origin but of local significance. Only Hindus from this 
and the hamlets of this village congrega teo Pujari is a 
Brahmin. He offers naivedyam to the Lord daily. 

Gangamma Pongallu and Poleramma Jatara are 
celebrated once in 5 or 10 years on any convenient day 
to the villagers. 

Source: Srj Khaja Shaffee, Headmaster, Gumparla
padu 

6. Kakarlapadu - Situated at a distance of 11 
miles to the north of Atmakur, 32 miles from Kavali 
and 40 miles from Nellore. 

The total popUlation of the village is 385 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kamma, Kummari, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, 
Vaisya, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes (72)- Madiga, 
Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (17); and Dudekula. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

There is the temple of Sri Ramaswamy. Village 
deity Seethalamma is worshipped in the form of a stone 
installed at the time of construction of this village. 

Sri Ramaswamy Tirunala is celebrated from Vai
sakha Suddha Ekadasi (April-May) for 5 days. The 
festival is started 2 days earlier to Nrusimha Jayanti. 
Aswavahanaseva on the first day, Hanumanthaseva on 
the second day, Garudaseva on the third day, kalyanam 
on the 4th day, rathothsavam (car-festival) and vasan
thothsavam on the 5th day are celebrated. Cocoanuts, 
pappu and jaggery water are offered. The God is taken 
out in procession in the night. It is of ancient origin 
but of local significance. The villagers patronize the 
festival. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is the village 
purohit of Brahmin community. 

Source: Sri M. V. Subba Rao, Karnam, Kakarlapadu 

7. Kavaliyedavalli - Situated at a distance of 
! mile from Vinjamur - Nellore Road, 20 miles from 
Atmakur and 30 miles from Nellore Railway Station. 
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I t is said that one Sri Yedavalli Seetharamaiah, a 
Brahmin, laid the foundation stone for this village _and 
previously it was in Kavali Taluk. Hence it acquired 
the name Kavaliyedavalli. 

The total population of the village is 1,646 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma Naidu, Togata, etc., etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(181) - Adi Andhra; and Scheduled Tribes (10). The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

There is a temple of Sri Rama with bronze images of 
Sri Rama, Lakshmana and Sita. It has compound walls. 
Within the compound there are cocoanut trees and 
flower gardens. 

Sri Rama Uthsavam is celebrated from Vaisakha 
Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (April-May) for 5 days. 
Bhajans are conducted before the uthsavam starts. Pum
pkins and co..:oanuts are offered on rathothsavam day. 
Gurrapu vahanam (horse), Hanumanthuni vahanam, 
Garuda seva, kalyanam and rathothsavam are celebrated 
on these five days. The festival is being celebrated for 
the past 50 years, but is of local significance. It is cele
brated by raising subscriptions. People from this and 
the nearby 4 or 5 villages within a radius of Ii miles 
congregate. All Hindu castes participate. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

Source: Sri C. Venkataramaiah, Headmaster, Pan
chayat Samithi Elementary School, Kavali
yedavalli 

8. Talupurupadu - Situated at a distance of 23 
miles from Nellor~, of which 20 miles can be covered 
by bus and the rest by footpath. It is said that Padma
sales built this village. 

The total population of the village is 829 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Padmasale, Kapu, Goundla, Balija, 
Yadava, Chakali, etc.; Scheduled Castes (90) - Madiga. 
Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (5)- Yanadi, etc.; and 
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

. There is a temple of Bhavanarishi with his image 
III human form and a Peerla Chavidi. 

Bhavanarishi festival is celebrated in May and the 
period of the festival is not known. Procession on tiger 
and nandi vahanam take place. It is chiefly confined 

to the local Padmasales who partonize the uthsavam. 
Pujari is a Padmasale. 

During Sankranti and in the month of March or 
April the image of Nandi is brought to Talupurupadu 
from Sangam and taken out in procession. 

Source: Sri Guttikonda Ramanaiah, Craft Teacher, 
Zilla Parishad Middle School, Sangam, Kovur 
Taluk 

9. Peddabbipuram - Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from Anumasamudrampeta by footpath, 7 miles 
from Atmakur, and 37 miles from Nellore Railway Sta
tion. Sri Hazarath who died at Anumasamudrampeta 
permitted one Voocha Venkatasetty to instal a pillar in 
this area and he constructed a house for himself and this 
village some 250 years ago. 

The total population of the village is 725 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Kapu, Muthracha, 
Balija, Yadava. etc.; Scheduled Castes (1) - Mala; 
Scheduled Tribes (2) - Yanadi; and Muslims. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and trade. 

Sri Rama temple with the images of Sita, Rama 
and Lakshmana all made of panchalohas (five metals) 
and a mosque are the places of worship. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Suddha 
Navami to Triodasi (March-April) for five days and 
car festival is celebrated on the 16th day after the ka!
yanam. Vows are fulfilled by the devotees. It is being 
celebrated for the past 60 years and is confined to this 
village. Pakanati Kapus patronize the festival. Sri 
Somisetty China Kondaiah Sreshti is the trustee. Local 
Hindus congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Animals are sacrificed to Ankamma aQd Poleramma, 
the village deities. Kapus and Balijasettis are the pat
rons for the Jatara. 

Source: Sri P. Chenchaiah, Headmastar, P. S. Ele
mentary School, Peddabbipuram 

10. Anumasamudrampeta - Situated at a distance 
of 7 miles from Atmakur. 

The total population of the village is 1,417 and it is 
made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes (6) and Scheduled Tribes (76). 
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The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

There is an ancient mosque in this village with an 
endowment of 10 villages. These 10 villages were taken 
over by the Government in 1951. Tasdic allowance 
of Rs. 6,608.50 was sanctioned by the Government every 
year for the maintenance of the mosque. The trustee 
of the mosque holds the title 'Purzada'. There is also 
Hazarath Khaja Nawab Rasool tomb with a dome and 
minaret on the summit of a low hill near a ruined fort. 
This is visited annually by Muslims. The Fakir was 
a saint and died some 200 years ago. 

"The Mahomedan celebration of urras takes place 
here annually about July at the tombs of Rahemtolla Sahib. 

- Devotees to the number of 4,000 come from Hyderabad, 
Nagpore, Madras, Cuddapah and Kurnool".! 

"There is a celebrated mosque here, built by Khaja 
Ramtulla Sahib, about 120 years ago. According to tradi
tion the founder smelt frankincense exeeding from an ants' 
hill, and having thrust a crow-bar into the aperture, a 
spring of water started out. He selected this spot for his 
mausoleum and built this mosque with five minarets, 
surmounted with seven golden crowns, the centre one 
being surmounted by a crescent. The mosque has aninam 
of eight villages, six of which were purchased from Badar
udin Ali Khan, Jaghiredar of Udayagiri, and the two others 
were bestowed by Omdat-ul-Omrah, Nawab of the Car
natic. Lamps are kept continually lighted here, frankin
cense burning, and the Koran is read. It is visited by 
many pilgrims. A festival, by name Urusu, is celebrated 
annually, commencing six days prior, and ending three 
days after, the anniversary of the death of the founder in 
the month of Bala Malad (July). There are the remains 
of a stone fort here, also said to have been built by Khaja 
Ramtulla Sahib". 2 

Hazarath Khaja Nawab Rasool Urs also called 
Gandham Festival is celebrated during September for 
9 days in His memory. It is an ancient festival and 
attracts about 5,000 visitors from distant places also. 
Hindus and Muslims participate. 

A few shops are arranged. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished 
by Col/ector, Nellore 

. 11. Atmakur - raluk headquarters situated at a 
distance of two miles south of Nellore-Dornal road. 

1. Nellole District Manual (Madras: 1873), p. 196 
2. Ibid, pp. 421-422 

The total popUlation of the village is 10,198 and it 
is made up of Hindu castes; Scheduled Castes (1,263); 
Scheduled Tribes (570); Muslims and Christians. 

The temple of Sri Rama built by the local Vaisyas, a 
mosque and a church are the places of worship for Hin
dus, Muslims and Christians respectively. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April) for one day. Local Hindus 
participate. Devotees offer flowers and fruits to the God. 
There is free feeding and prasadam is distributed to all. 

Muslims and Christians celebrate their respective 
festivals. 

No fair is held on any occasion. 

Source: Sri M. Suryanarayana Roo, Taluk Statistical 
Assistant, Atmakur 

12. Ramaswamipalle hamlet of Mahimalur - Sit
uated at a distance of 10 miles from Atmakur and 45 
miles from Nellore Railway Station, Ramaswamipalle 
constructed in the name of Lord Ramaswamy is the 
hamlet of Mahimalur. 

The total population of Mahimalur is 4,477 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamsali, Pedakanti Kapu, Sale, 
Kummari, Chakali, Mangali, Yadava, Muthracha, etc.; 
Scheduled Castes (855), etc.; Scheduled Tribes (102)
Yerukula, Yanadi, etc.; and Muslims. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

There are the temples of Sri Rama with His stone 
image, of Poleramma and Pathithamma for Hindus 
and a mosque for Muslims. 

Sri Rama Festival is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Padyami (March-April) for one day. Cocoanuts, vada
pappu, jaggery, camphor and jaggery water are offered 
to the Lord. Domestically devotees observe fasting. 
feasting and jagaram. This is being celebrated since the 
origin of the village but is of local significance. Sri 
Sana Lakshmaiah, a Kapu, is the patron. Subscription 
is raised during the festival from the villagers. All local 
communities participate. Sri Pullaiah is the pujari . 
Prasadam is distributed to all. There is free feeding for 
nearly 5,000 people. 
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Poleramma Jatara is celebrated once in 5 years. 
Animals and fowls are sacrificed. Cocoanuts, guggillu, 
chalipindi, cloths and ornaments are offered. Cloths 
and ornaments are used by them afterwards. Sri Sam
pati Kondayya of Yadava caste is the pujari. 

Pongallu are offered to Pathithamma once a year. 
Sri Peda Penchaiah and Sri Samukham Kondiah are 
the pujaris. 

Source: Sri A. V. Ramanaiah, and Sri P. Satyanandam, 
Asst. Teachers, Samithi Higher Elementary 
School, Mahimalur 

13. Pongur Kandrika, hamlet of Pongur-Situated 
at the 46! milestone of Nellore-Cuddapah bus route at 
a distance of 17 miles from Atmakur and 46i miles from 
Nellore Railway Station. There were bushes of prickly 
pear giving shelter to foxes. Hence it got the name 
Nakkala Kandrika (Nakkalu in Telugu means foxes). 
When it became a hamlet of Pongur it came to be 
known as Pongur Kandrika. 

The total population of the village is 3,104 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma (Naidu), Kapu (Reddy), 
Kamsali, Kummari, Balija, Yadava etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (533), etc.; Scheduled Tribes (85) - Reddi 
Yanadi, Dabba Yerukula, etc.; and Dudekula. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

There is the temple of Sri Rama besides the stone 
images of village deities Poleramma, Pateethamma. 
and Achchamma Perantalu with no temple. At the 
time of Jatara a temporary temple is built. 

Grama Devatha Jatara or Avula Pabbam is cele
brated in the name of village deity Achchamma Per" 
antalu. The location of the deity is called 'Male'. 
Jalara is celebrated once in 3,5,7 or 9 years for 6 days 
from a Sunday to the next Friday in Chaitram (March
April or Vaisakham (April- May). From Wednesday 
for 3 days, Pangastyas perform pujas to the deity dome
stically. From Thursday people gather. They bring 
flowers and, water from Vemulasetty well in the night 
barefooted and store the water at a distance of 2 fur
longs. Gollas (Yadavas), Kammas, Kummaris and As
adis go to the cow-sheds of surrounding villages and 
blow the horn. The cows will be possessed by the de
ity.' They are tied with veera thrallu and beaten as it 
is a custom on Friday afternoon. Those people who 
bring the flowers worship the deity. Fire is lighted be-

fore the deity and guggillu of greengram is cooked on 
it. Then it is offered to the deity as naivedyam and 
is taken in cane plates and horns are blown by the per
sons standing at a dis tance of 10 yards from the cows. 
A cow which is made to fast on that day walks out of 
the herd and takes guggillu from the plate. So the na
me AvuTa Pabbam is given to this festival. This festi
val ends at 18.00 hours on Friday. It is of ancient 
origin but of local significance. Peddakapu of Kamma 
caste is the patron. Subscriptions are raised from Kam
mas and Gollas of this and the surrounding villages for 
the festival. Pujari is a Kummari (potter). During 
the J atara about 3,000 people from the local and nearby 
villages congregate. All Hindu communities participate. 

A fair is held on a plot of the deity Achchamma 
Perantalu. Vullagantivaru patronize the fair. About 
3,000 people from Pongur, Kethigunta, Pallepadu, Pa
lIevolu, Thikkavaram, Nutala, Marripadu, Allampadu, 
Bhimavaram, Nandavaram and Cheruvupalle congre
gate. A few shops are opened to sell eatables, books, 
mirrors, combs, photos and toys. 

Bhajans and kola toms are conducted. Asadis and 
Byneedis narrate stories. Whirling Wheels afford enter
tainment. There are no water facilities. People bring 
water from Vemulasetty well. A few devotees distri
bute choTam sankati (thick gruel) to the visitors. 

Jatara for Poleramma and Pateethamma is cele
brated when rains fail or diseases break out. The Jatara 
is celebrated in odd years, i. e., once in 3, 5, 7, or 9 
years. Kadava sakunam programme is held for the 
deity Poleramma (Kadava means pot and sakunam 
means omen in Telugu). Two or there bachelors fast 
for a day and bring water in a new pot wearing wet 
clothes. The place before the deity is cleaned and 
decorated with muggu. The pot is placed on cho. 
lam heap. Twenty-seven cocoanuts are broken in the 
name of each of the twenty-seven Karthis. (The year 
is divided into 27 Karthis not of equal duration). 
These three bachelors bend over the pot without touch
ing it but keeping their hands three inches above the 
pot. The pot revolves itself and spills out water if rain 
is assured during that Karthi. Pedda Kapu is the chief 
patron of the Jatara with hereditary rights. Pujari is a 
Kummari. Animals are sacrificed. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April) for one day. 

Source: Sri Mandava Venkataswamy. fanchayat Pre
sident, Pongur Kandrika 
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14. Gavuravaram-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Ananthasagaram, 18 miles from Atmakur and 50 
miles from Nellofe. One Sri Gavaradu built this village. 
Hence it acquired the nan1e Gavuravaram; 

The total population of the village is 899 and it is 
made up of the followirig com?1unities: Caste. Bindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma,. Mtithracha, Chakali, Va· 
clava, etc.; Scheduled Castes (285) - Arundhatiya, 
Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (28) - Yanadi, 
etc.; and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple with the stone images of Rama, 
Lahhmana and Sita, temples of Ankamma and Muth
yalamma in dilapidated con<iition and a Peerla Chavidi 
are the places of worship. The~e are two Sivalingams 
and a Nandi at Peerla Kona in Durgammakonda which 
is to the west of this village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Sud
dha Navami (March-April) for five days. Hanumanthuni 
seva on the first day and Aswarohana on the second day 
are celebrated. Devotees enter the fire-pit 5 or 6 times 
uttering 'Govindanamam' before the Lord. Rathothsa
vam and walking in the agnigundam are obsen ed on the 
third day. Garudothsavam on the fourth, kalyanam on 
the fifth are celebrated. Vasanthothsavam is celebra
ted on the sixth day. This festival is celebrated for the 
past 16 years and is confined to this village. Local 
Hindus congregate. There is no pujari. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. The custom of walking in the fire
pit exists only in this village during SIi Rama Navami. 

Devotees worship Lord Siva on Mondays in Kar~ 
thikam (October-November). 

Source: Sri Kullaru Sankara Rao, Karnam, Gavura
varam 

15. Padllmati Kambhampadu - Situated at a dis
tance of one mile to the west of Kammavaripalem, 24 
miles from Atmakur and 60 miles from Nellore Railway 
Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,568 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kamsali, Vadde, Gounct'la, 
Mtithracha, Ediga, Ka'pu, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Cas
tes (406) - Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled 
Tribes (22) - Yerukula, etc.; and Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

About two centuries back there were a few pious 
devotees of Sri Narasimhaswamy. One day while they 
were bathing in the river Penna three stones touched 
them. One of them was black, and the other two were 
white and red in colour. They recognised them as the 
the images of Rania, Lakshmana and Sita, constructed 
a temple and installed them in it. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra 
Suddha Navami (March-April) for 5 days, preparations 
being made two days in advance. On the fifth day 
kalyanam (marriage) and vasanthothsavam are celebra~ 
ted. Daily puja is performed. This is of local signifi
cance. A local Vaisya is the patron. 3 years back he 
installed procession images of the Lord made of wood 
in a mantapam near the temple with his own expendi
ture. Local Hindus participate in it. Pujari is a 
Brahmin. 

In the Rama temple of Kammavaripalem, a ham
let of this village, Sri Rama festi\ al is celebrated from 
Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Damasi (September-Octo
ber) for 10 days. This is of Jo.:al significance. Kammas 
and Kapus are the patrons Local Hindus congregate. 

The stone image of village deity Dharma Poleram
rna in sitting posture in the form of Shakthi with 4 ha
nds is installed in a hut towards north. About 500 ye
ars back there was one Khambhampati Naraharaiah, a 
Brahmin. He was a great sorcerer. Naraharaiah was 
in the habit of going for bath to a well in the north of 
this village. One morning a tiger which was quenching 
its thirst in the well leaped upon him. Without any he
sitation he caught its neck scratched namams (upright 
Vaishnavite marks) on its forehead with his finger and 
drove it away. Since then he became famous as 'Puliki 
namamulu pettinavadu' (one who drew namams on the 
tiger's forehead). His another name was Khambham
pati Anllamarllju. During his time this village was burllt. 
Hence to reconstruct the, illage he wem to the forest 
along with a few to bring timber. By midday they felt 
very much thirsty. Annamaraju searched for water. 
He saw a tiger resting on a boulder. He drove it away 
and with the help of his men he pushed away the boul
der. Beneath it a ditch of 4 feet deep wa" formed and 
water oozed. It is stral1ge to notice even to this day 
that the water is maintaining the same level both in 
summer and monsoon. This is called 'puli chelama' 
(puli - tiger, chelama - pit or hole dug for water in the 
dry bed of a river or rivulet). Around this there are 
several trees. Though their leaves fall in this pit. water 
is not spoiled. Hundreds of peop)e quench their thirst 
in summer, but the water level seldom goes down. Nar
ahari installed the village dei ty Dharmapallemma or 
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Dharmapoleramma and the villagers constructed a tem
ple for her. But 40 years back a few robbers destroyed 
the temple, uprooted the deity and sudimanu (a wooden 
pol~ before the deity) and carried away the treasure bu
ried beneath the deity and the sudimanu. Since that time 
no repair is made and the deity is not reinstalled but 
for keeping her in a hut. 

Occasionally when epidemics and pests prevail 
pongaU is offered and animals are sacrificed by the local 
people to the village deity Dharma Poleramma. There 
is an acre of inam land to the den),. Smt. Loka Kama
mma is the trustee. Deeparadhana is performed and 
naivedyam is offered on every Sunday. 

Panchalingeswara Kona in Cuddapah District at a 
distance of three miles from this village and near the 
Mallemgiri and Pulichelama is another place of wor
ship. There are five stone SivaIingams in the valley at 
a depth of 50 yards. In Karthikam (October - Novem
ber) several devotees from this and other surrounding 
villages visit the place on all Mondays in spite of much 
difficulty. There is a rivulet that flows only in mon
soon, and a cave in the hill that affords shelter for 
about 500 people. Devotees observe fast !;trictIy during 
day time on Mondays in Kartikam and break their fast 
in the night after seeing the stars. They rest there that 
night and the next morning proceed to Bhairaveswaruni 
Kona at the foot of the hill. They have their dinner 
and return to their villages in the evening. Sri Bhaira
veswara is in the form of Sivalingam. 

Source: 1. Sri K. Gopalaiah, Teacher, Kammavaripa
lem, hamlet of Padamati Khambhampadu 

2. Sri K. SubbajRao, Karnam, Padamati Kha
mbhampadu 

3. Sri N. Yanadi Reddy, President, Padam
ati Khambhampadu 

16. Somasila - Situated at a distance of 30 miles 
from Atmakur. 

The total popUlation of the village is 452 and it is 
made up of some sub - communities of Caste Hindus; 
Scheduled Castes (125); Scheduled Tribes (11). The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture 
and agricultural labour • 

"There is a Shiva temple here under the designation 
of Someshwaraswami. The object of worship is a lingam. 

1. Nel10re District Manual (Madras: 1873), p. 419 
2. Nellore District Manual (Madras: 1873), P. 421 

The legend runs that one Somanathudu was possessed of 
a large herd of cattle. One day the herdman observed 
one of the cows milking itself into an ant hole. He attem
pted to drive it away, when one of its hoofs slipped 
into the hole. On examination, a lingam was found there 
with the mark of a hoof on it, and Somanathudu erected 
the temple on the site over it. The temple holds the shrot
riem of SomisiIla as an endowment of acres 567.14, and 
also certain russums on the occasion of marriages. A gre
at festival (the Brahma Utsavam) is held here in the bri
ght fortnight of Vaisakhamu (May), which lasts five days, 
and great crowds attend". I 

It is also believed that Rishis who wander in the 
neighbouring Veligonda hills worship the deity in nights 
even to this day. It is also said that the Lingam in the 
temple was installed by the Moon-God. 

Sivarathri festival is celebrated on Magha Bahula 
Triodasi and Chaturdasi (January- February) for 2 
days. It is of ancient origin but of local significance. 
About 4,000 local Hindus congregate. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
Collector, Nelfore 

17. Kullur - Situated at a distance of one mile to 
the south of river Pennar, 30 miles from Atmakur via 
Somasila by road and 45 miles to the west of Nellore. 
It was said to be the capital of Hindu Kings. 

The total population of the village is 3,650 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus -
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kummari, Thogata, Sale, Chakali, 
Mangali, Vadde, Jangam, Kapu, Balija, Yadava, Boya, 
KamsaIi, Pichiguntla, etc.; Scheduled Castes (460) -
Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (272) - Yanadi, 
etc.; and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour. trade and 
other traditional occupations. 

"There is a temple of Vishnu here under the designa
tion of Achutudu. The founder and date of the building 
is unkown. It has no inam, but is supported chieH y by 
the rich pearl merchants who live here. There are the 
remains of it mud fort here, built in the days of the 
Nawabs".2 

Besides the above mentioned temple of Sri Achu ta
swamy said to have been founded by Janamejeya, there 
are the temples of Sri Rama,. village deity Poleramma 
with Her image in human form, Ankamma by the side 
of Poleramma temple, Eswara beneath the tank bund, 
Sri Chennakeswara in a dilapidated condition. A tem-
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pIe for Sri Anjaneya with his image carved on a 3 feet· 
high stone is incomplete. 

Sri Rama Navami i; c~lebrated o'n Chaitra Suddha 
Nal'ami (March-April) for a day. It is of ancient origin 
but of local significance: Balijas are the patrons. 
Local Hindus congregate. 

Cocoanuts are offered to Sri Anjaneya. Peruga
nnamu (cooked rice mixed with curds) is offered to the 
village deity Poleramma to fulfil vows; and birds and 
animals are sacrificed. Nitya deeparadhana is perfor
med to her with the income of manyam lands. 

There are manyams to Achyutaswamy. But the 
uthsavam is not being celebrated as the income is not 
sufficient. 

, 
Source: Smt. B. E. Ruthamma, Teacher, Kullur 

18. UppaJapadu - Situated at a distance of 22 
miles from Atmakur and 54 miles from Nellore Rail
way Station. 

The total population of the village is 793 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu, Yadava, etc.; Sche
duled Castes (221) - Madiga, etc.; Scheduled TI ibes 
(11), etc.; and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupa tions. 

The stone image of Sri Rama installed in a tiled 
house and the stone image of Ramulamma, a Brahmin 
pathivratha (chaste woman) installed under a neem 
tree, i a mile to the west of this village and to the north 
of Yerracheruvu (red tank) are the places of worship in 
this village. 

Sri Rama festival is celebrated on 13th January 
and in Chaitram (March-April) for a day on each occa
sion. Domestically devotees observe fasting and fulfil 
their vows. It is being celebrated for the past 30 years 
and is of local significance. Kapu, Kamma, Brahmin 
and Vaisyas are the patrons. About 20 years back one 
Somisetty Chenchaiah of Ananthasagaram village which 
is 5 miles to this village gave one acre of land to the 
temple for deeparadhana. Daily deeparadhana. and 
bhajans on every Saturday and Monday are performed. 
Cocoanuts, camphor and vadapappu are offered. Only 
local Hindus participate. 

1. Nellore District Manual (Madras: 1873), p. 419 

Ramulamma Uthsavam is celebrated on a day 
suited to the villagers for the protection of men and 
cattle from epidemics. The image of Ramulamma is 
taken with music and bathed in the river Pinakini 
which is at a distance of! mile from this village with 
music. Pongallu prepared of rice, milk and sugar are 
offered to the deity. Immediately after the ponga/i is 
offered it rains to prove the power of this deity. Vada
pappu and panakam are offered to Ramulamma every 
Friday. 

Source: Sri Vuribandi Subbareddy, Panchayat Pre-
I f (,' 

sident, Uppalapadu 

19. Kotitheertham alias Thurpu Kambhampadu
Situated at a distance of 5 miles to the eas t of Chejerla
NelJore road, 12 miles from Atmakur and 40 miles 
from Nellore Railway Station. 

"There is a lingam temple of Shiva here under the 
designation of Koteswaraswami. It is reputed to have 
been founded by a Khatraya, of the name of Kotarazulu. 
It is endowed with a Khandriga and inams in extent about 
acres 125.67. and the devotees (Archikans) who manage 
the funds enjoy a part of this. The chief festival (Kalyana 
Utsavam) is celebrated in the month of Maghamu (Febr
uary)".l 

As Sri Koteswaraswamy was installed by Parasu
rama here on the banks of Penna it is called Kotitheer
tham. There are a crore of protruberances in the form 
of Upalingams on the Sivalinga. Another version is 
that by the time the Penna reaches here Koti theerthams 
( Koti - one crore, theerthams - holy waters) join the 
river. Hence it is called Kotitheertham. 

The total population of the village is 1,786 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, etc.; Scheduled Castes (545)
Madiga, Mala, etc.; and Scheduled Tribes (165), etc. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul. 
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

There is the temple of Sri Koteswaraswamy with 
His image in the form of Sivalingam and his consort 
Ammanni in human form. 

Sri Koteswaraswamy festival is celebrated from 
Magha Bahula Dwadasi (January -February) for 5 days. 
Ravanaseva on Trio das i, nandiseva on Chaturdasi, 
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talambralu on Amavasya, theerthavasi on Padyami and 
ankurarpana on Ekadasi are celebrated during the fes
tival. Vows are fulfilled. Domestic~lIy d~vot~es observe 
fasting. The next day they take bath in the .river Pennar 
and do parana after performing pujas. They observe 
jagaram also. It is of ancient origin but of local signi .. 
ficance. The trustee is a Kamma. About 5,000 Hindus, 
local and from the nearby villages congregate. All com
munities participate. Pujari is a Brabmin. 

A fair j~ held in connection with tbis festival. A few 
shops are {(ept in a plot before the temple and on the 
road th~<)ugh which Lord's Gramothsavam (procession) 
procer,;tls. The duration of the fair is 5 days and taxes 
are ~oUected by the Panchayat Samithi. About 5,000 
pe0ple local and from the nearby villages congregate. 
There are 50 shops and 30 h:..wkers selling eatables, 
earthen and metal utensils, glassware, pictures, books, 
cloth and fancy goods. 

Dramas afford entertainment. There is a choultry. 
There is free feeding too. 

Source: Sri Karnam Venkatramaiah, Kotitheertham . 

20. Chejerla - Situated at a distance of 2 miles to 
the south of river Penna, 15 miles from Kalwayi, 34 
miles from Nellore Railway Station and 68 miles from 
Atmakur. 

The total population of the village is 4,038 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-. 
Brahmin, Vaisya. Reddy, Kamma, Kummari, Chakali, 
Viswabrahmin, Dasari, Jangam, Kapu, Balija, Yadava, 
Muthracha, Ediga, Vadiya, Mangali, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (651)-Adi Andhra, Arundhatiya, Madiga, Mala, 
etc.; Scheduled Tribes (243)- Yanadi, Yerukula, etc.; and 
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There is here an ancient temple of Vishnu under the 
designation of Chennakesavulu. According to tradition 
it was built by Janamejayudu, great grandson. of Arjuna, 
one of the five Pandava brothers, whose exploits are rela
ted in the Mahabharat. There is an inscription on a stone 
of the floor of the pagoda, which is unintelligible. This 
temple has an inam of acres 31.96. 

There is also in this village a temple of Shiva under 
the designation of Nilakanteshwaradu. i.e., the blue-thro
ated one. Name and date of its founder is unknown. It 
bas an inam of acres 25.82". 1 

1. Nellore District Manual (Madras: 1873), p.420 

The temples of Sri.Chennakesava, Sri Rama with 
their images in human form and Sri Neelakantheswara, 
with His image in the form of Sivalingam and village 
deity Gandavarapamma are the places of worship besi
des a Peerla Chavidi. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy Brahmothsavam is cele
brated from Jaishta Suddha Triodasi (May - June) for 
5 days and Tirunala takes place on Ashadha Suddha 
Purnima (June-July). A special uthsavam for Sri Che
nnakesavaswamy is celebrated from Mcgha Bahula 
Triodasi (January-February) for 5 days. It is of ancient 
origin but of local significance. All the local Hindus 
congregate. Pujari is a Srivaishnava Brahmin. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

Sri Neelakantheswaraswamy Brahmothsavamis cele
brated on Jaishta Suddha Purnima (May-June) for a 
day. It is of ancient origin but of local significance. 
Local Hindus irrespective of caste or creed congregate. 
Pujari is a Saivite Brahmin. Prasadam is distributed to 
all. 

Gandavarapamma Jatara is performed on a day 
suited to the villagers. Vows are fulfilled. Kapus and 
the other villagers are the patrons. Local Hindus irre
spective of caste or creed congregate. Pujari is a Muth .. 
racha with hereditary rights. 

MadapaUe is the hamlet of Chejerla situated at a 
distance of one mile from Chejerla and 35 miles from 
Nellore Railway Station. A century back 10 huts were 
erected on a plot called 'Mada' on the banks of river 
Pennar. Unable to withstand the havoc of the floods, 
the residents of these huts moved south and construc
ted a village on the present sand mound. As the village 
is constructed by people of Mad a it is called Madapalle. 
Gradually it developed into a big village. 

There is the temple of Sri Kodandaramaswamy 
with His image. The cabalistic letters in the name of Sri 
Narayanaswamy carved on a stone slab is kept in Sri 
Kodandaramaswamy. temple. There is a Peerla Cha
vidi also. 

Onee villageOrs suffered from nara kurupu (guinea
worm), A yogi (ascetic) came here and carved a talis
man in cabalistic letters on a stone and installed it. The 
villagers were cured and there are no sue h cases even to
day. Hence Narayam:swamy festival is celebrated on 
Ashadha Suddha Tadiya (June - July) for a day. Fasting 
elders and youngsters of the vil\age bring water from a 
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well accompanied by music, and perform abhlshekam to 
tho Lord. Each family according to the number of its 
members offers so many fistsful of grain. copper coins 
and a cocoanut. Domestically devotees observe fast
ing and fulfil their vows. It is being celebrated for 
the past 30 years and is of local significance. The villa
gers are the patrons. Local people irrespective of caste 
or creed congregate. Pujari is a Viswabrahmin of 
Chalikacherla family with hereditary rights. 

Kodanda Ramaswamy festival is celebrated during 
Sankranti. 

Source: 1. Sri Chejerla S~bbu Narasaiah, Karnam, 
Chejerla 

2. Sri Chundi Venkala Raghava Reddy, Pan
chayat President, Chej~rla 

3. Sri Amara Subrahmanyam, Teacher, Pan
chayat Samithi Higher Elementary Se- . 
hool, Chejerla 

4. Sri Meeramohiuddin, Teacher, Samithi 
Higher Elementary School, Chejerla 

21. Mugugulla hamlet of Bandarupalle - Situated 
at a distance of 5 miles from Atmakur. It is said that 
there were temples of Munis (Rishis) and hence it was 
called Muni Gulla (Gullu - temples) which gradually 
changed into Mugugulla. 

The total population of the entire village (lbnda
rupaUe) is· 1, 704 and it is made up of the following 
communities: Caste Hindus - Brahmin, Kamsali, 
Kamma, Chakali, Padmasale, Vaisya, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (558) - Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes 
(60). The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There are the temples of Ananta Kodandaramasw
amy with tlie five feet high images of Sita, Rama and 
Lakshmana in human forms, Gangamma and Lord 
Siva. 

Sri -Ananta Kodanda Ramaswamy festival is cele
br ated from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Dasami (Sep,. 
tember - October) for 10 days. Devotees perform 
pujas daily. On Vijayadasami, Gramothsavam (proces., 
sion) is held. It is of ancient origin but of local signi
ficance. The temple has some property. Local Hindus 
congregate. Pujari is aVaishnava (Vaighanasa). Vada
pappu and sugar are distributed to all in the form of 
prasadam. 

Source: Sri P Venkatapathaiah, Teacher, Panchayat 
Samithi Elementary School, Mugugul/a 

22. Battepadu - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Atmakur and 38 miles from Nellore Railway Sta
tion. 

. . It is the birth place of poet who wrote Dwipada 
Bharatham. Batte Rao was' the ruler of Battepadu. It 
is said that wherever people dug wells only salt water 
gushed out. People suffered a lot for drinking water. 
The queen (Batte Rao's w:ife) suggested the diversion 
of Pennar river so that people could have drinking wa
ter. So a canal was dug 4 miles to the west of this 
village. This canal aftoro.:s water for drinking and agri
cultural purposes. -So in the name of Batte Rao this 
village is called Battepadu. Signifying his rule there 
are kota milta (fort plot) and doruvu (large well) in a 
dilapidated condition. 

The total population of the village is 3,630 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kamma, Chakali, Kum
mari, Balija, Yadava, Muthracha, Panta Kapu, Challa 
Kapu, etc.; Scheduled Cas~es (895) - Madiga, Mala, 
etc.; Scheduled Tribes (124) - Yanadi, etc.; and Mus
lims. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There are the temples of Grama Shakthi Diwyam
bha with Her image of 2! feet high in human form with 
4 hands to the west of this village and Kodanda Ramasw- . 
amy with His image besides Pothuraju Chavika. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Sud
dha Navami (March - April) for 7 days. Vows are ful
filled. Cocoanuts and cloths are offered. River bath 
and fasting are observed by the devotees. It is an age
old festival confined to this and 2 or 3 nearby villages. 
Kapus, Malas, Madigas and Rajakas are the patrons. 
People 10cal and from 2 or 3 nearby villages congregate. 
All communities participate. Pujari is a Brahmin. Pra
sadam is distributed to all. 

Diwyambha Uthsavam is celebrated once in 10 or 
12 years in Pushyam (December-January) on a date 
suited to the villagers. Pong ali, cocoanuts and cloths 
are offered, and rams and he-buffaloes are sacrificed. 
It is an age-old festival confined to this and the nearby 
2 or 3 villages. Pujari is a Muthracha. 

SourfJe. : 1. Sri N. Narasimham, Teacher, Panchayat 
Samithi Elementary School, Battepadu 

2. Sri G.VenkataRamanaidu, Teacher, Appa
raopalem 
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23. Perumallapadu - Situated at a distance of 5 
miles to the south of Atmakur and Chejerla. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,310 and it 
is made up of the following conin1unities : Caste Hind
us - Kamnia, Raju, Kapu, Chakali. Kummari, Kamsali, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes (249) - Madig~. Mala, etc.; Sche
duled Tribes (60)-Yanadi, etc.; and Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture~ agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

"There is a temple to Shiva here under the designation 
of Nageshwaraswami. Name and date of founder 'unk
nown. It was restored about 100 years ago by one Ve
mana Narasappa Naidu. It holds an inam of acres 
72.41". 1 

The said temple of Sri Nageswara is on the banks 
of river Penna with His Sivalingam and the procession 
images of Siva, Parvati and Syamalamba. 

It is said that Parasurama built this temple to ab
solve of the sin of killing the Kshatriyas 21 times. He 
built Eswara temples on the shore of the Bay of Bengal. 
the distance between each temple being 10 miles. Thus 
there are 7 Eswara temples at Ranganayakulupeta of 
Nellore, Jonnavada, Sangam, Perumallapadu, Kotithe
ertham, Somasila and Hatygrala. He was relieved of the 
sin at Hatyarala. The temple at this village went into 
ruins in course of time. It is said that 4 generations 
ago one Vemana Narsapa Naidu, a local Kamma, died 
and he was taken to the burial ground. When he was 
flowered at 'Dimpudu Kallam' he came back to life. He 
related how he was taken to an officer. The officer told 
his servants that there is a Sivalingam on the banks of 
river Penna awaiting reinstalJation, construction of 
Koneru and grove from Vemana Narsapa Naidu. So 
he was again brought to life. He restored the temple, 
dug a Koneru (ponds and reared a tamarind grove with 
his property. The temple is in the shape of a tower. 
Nandeeswara is installed in front of this temple. 

Mahasivaratri is now celebrated on Magha Bahula 
Chaturdasi (January-February) for a day, though for
merly it was being celebrated for 5 days. Devotees 
fulfil their vows. Hair cutting ceremony is observed. 
It is being celebrated for the past 4 generations and is 
confined to this village. The managing trustee ,appoin-

, ted by the Endowments Board patronizes the festival. 
The trustee comes usually from Veroana Narsapa 
'Naidu's family. The temple has Rs. 1,500 annual 

1. Nellore District Manual (Madras: 1873), p. 420 
2. Nellore District Manual(Madras: 1873), p. 422 

income frQm the ina,m lands. Local Hindus congre
gate. Pujari is a Saivite Brahmin with hereditary 
rights. 

Source: Sri Vemana Male Kondiah, Village Munsiff, 
Perumallapadu 

24. Patbapadu-Situated at a distance of 7 miles from 
Nellore-Kalwai Road, and about 7 miles from Atmakur. 

"There are the ruins bore of a mud fort, said to have 
been built about the time of Krishna Devarayulu. and 
repaired by the Mahomedans". 2 

At first this village was situated in a place called 
Padu to the east of this. Afterwards it was shifted to 
the present spot. Hence it acquired the name Path a
padu. 

The total population of the village is 1,139 and it 
is made up of the following commutiities: Caste Hindus
Vaisya. Kapu. Chakali, Mangali" Kunimari, Yadava, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes (190) - Madiga, Mala, etc.; 
Scheduled Tribes (46) - Yanadi, etc.; and Muslims. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional occu
p.uions. 

There is the temple of Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy 
in the middle of the village. Sri Perumallamma stone 
image is to the east of this village. She has no temple. 
There is a Peerla Chavidi. 

Sri Perumallamma Aradhana is celebrated for 5 
days, once in 10 ye'lrs. On the first day a temple is 
built around the image of Perumallamma with palmyra 
leaves. Veerathrallu (sacred threads worn by certain 
devotees during the festival) are kept in a box and 
worshipped in the temple. Rams are sacrificed near 
this box while blowing the horns. The box is taken in 
procession, the next day. Devotees bring saddhiannam 
(stale food) to the temple put it in a pot and distribute 
it among the servants and poor people on the third 
day. Rams are sacrificed on the festival day, and their 
blood is mixed with rice cooked in the temple and lumps 
of rice are taken to fields and scattered there. The 
flesh of the rams is distributed among the farmers. 
Devotees fast on the festival day without touching 
meat. On the fourth day vadapappu and panakam 
(jaggery water) and cocoanuts are offered as naivedyam 
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in the temple. Each house cooks pongali before the 
temple and offers it to the deity. A he-goat offered by 
some houses is sacrificed by a Chakali and its head and 
Jegs are given to Chakalis (pujaris) , Kommalas, Ku
mmaris and Madigas, besides some portion in the 
pongali. Some houses send carts after puja. Bullocks 
are harnessed to the carts and taken round the temple 
three times. It is an age-old festival and confined to 
this village. The village heads, Kapus, are the patrons. 
Pujari is a Yadava of Vurimindi family with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam in the form of vadapappu, panakam 
and cocoanuts are distributed to all on the fourth day. 

Source: Sri Pinampuram Yanadhaiah, Karnam, Pa
thapadu 

25. Ammavaripalem hamlet of Prabhagiripatnam
Situated at a distance of 27 miles from Nellore Railway 
Station. This hamlet was a potters' street during the 
reign of King Prabhakara of Prabhagiripatnam. These 
potters used to prepare the idol of Poleramma. Hence 
this village got the name Ammavaripalem. There are 
several relics of ancient temples and buildings. 

The total population of the village Prabhagiri
patnam is 1,905 and it is made up of the following 
communities: Caste Hindus - Brahmin, Kamma, Kapu, 

Yadava, Muthracha, etc.; Scheduled Castes (496) -
Madiga, Mala, etc.; and Scheduled Tribes (160). The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There are the temples of Sri Kodandaramaswamy 
with his moola vigraham (presiding deity) of black stone 
in human form and procession images of copper; Sri 
Nageswara, Sri Anjaneya, Sri Timmappa and the village 
deity Poleramma and Juvvalaiah. There is a Peerla 
Chavidi. 

Sri Kodandaramaswamy Kalyanamahothsavam is 
celebrated from Chaitra Suddha Navami to Purnima 
(March-April) for 7 days. Ankurarpana on Navami, 
dwajarohana on Dasami, Hanumanthaseva on Ekadasi, 
Garudaseva on Dwadasi, kalyanam or talambralu 
(marriage) on Chaturdasi and paruveta on Purnima are 
celebrated. It is being celebrated for the past 95 years 
and is confined to this village. Kammas are the pat
rons. Local Hindus irrespective of caste or creed 
congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Bharadwajasa 
gotram. 

Once in 5 years Nadiveedhi Poleramma Jatara is 
celebrated. 

Source: Sri Ch. Subbaraju, Teacher, Ammavaripalem 
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UDAYAGIRI TALUK 

Dabbuletipalle - Situated at a distance of 6 
~miles from Seetharamapuram, 24 miles from 

Udayagiri and 80 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 
It is said that BeedaJlavaripalJe is the other name for 
this village as one of the members of Beedalla family 
of Yadava caste was the founder of this village. 

The total population of the village is 385 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus~ 
Brahmin, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Bestha, Rajaka (Cha
kali), Kapu, Yadava, etc., and Scheduled Castes (68). 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour, fishing, trade in forest 
produce and shoe-making. 

The temples of Sri Rama with the stone images of 
Rama, Lakshmana and Sita. Poleramma and Anka
lamma with their stone images are the places of worship 
in this village. 

Jataras of the village deities Poleramma and Anka
Iamma are celebrated for three days once in three 
years, according to the convenience of the villagers. 
Fowls and animals are sacrificed. Fruits and camphor 
are offered as naivedyam. Decoration of houses, taking 
oil bath and fasting for half a day are observed domesti
cally. It is an ancient festival of local significance. 
The villagers are the patrons. Kummaris, Malas and 
Madigas perform puja. All local Hindus participate. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Sri Rama Kalyanothsavam is celebrated for four 
days from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-Apri!). Pana
kam (jaggery water), vadapappu (soaked greengram 
da1) and camphor are offered. It is of local significance. 
Brahmins are the pujaris. Only local Hindus partici
pate. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Gurappadu and Chenna Kesavaswamy Uthsavams 
are celebrated according to convenience. Chenna 
Kesavaswamy is brought from Kanigiri to this village 
for celebrating the festival. Uthsavam is celebrated 
and the image is sent back to that village. Rachuru 
Peddamma is worshipped by offering pongali; and kum
kuma bandlu (carts decorated with vermilion) are 
arranged. M usalamma deity is worshipped on a Sunday 
befote Sankranti (January). All the villagers stop 
their work on that day. Oil bath and fasting are obser-

ved. The deity is worshipped. Pulagam (rice cooked 
with greengram oal), camphor, etc., are offered to her 
domestically. 

Source: 1. Sri B. Rama Dasaiah, Headmaster, Zilla 
Parishad Elementary School, Bodasid
dayapalle 

2. Sri P. Rangaiah, Karnam, Pabbuletipalle 

2. Perisettipalle - Situated at a distance of 5 
miles from Seetharamapuram, 24 miles from Udaya
giri and 80 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 187 and it is 
made up of Kapu and Yadava Caste Hindus; and 
Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 17 persons. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour, selling of forest produce and sheep 
rearing. 

Sri Rama temple wich the stone images of Sri 
Rama, Lakshmana, Sita and the temples of Poleramma 
and Ankalamma with their stone images are the places 
of worship in the village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 4 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March·April). Panakam, 
va dapappu , sweetmeats, fruits and camphor are offered. 
Fasting, decoration of houses and oil bath are observed 
domestically. It is being celebrated since the origin 
of the village and is of local significance. The villagers 
are the patrons. Local Hindus participate. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

Poleramma and Ankalamma Jatarasare celebrated 
for 3 days once in three years. Fowls and animals 
are sacrificed. Cocoanuts, fruits and camphor arc 
offered. The villagers are the patrons. Kummaris, 
Malas and Madigas are the pujaris. 

Rachuri Peddamma Uthsavam is celebrated when 
the cattle disease, chappa chuda, prevails in the village. 
The deity is left on the outskirts of the village after 
offering kumkum carts and pongali. 

Musalamma Panduga is celebrated to protect the 
people against fevers. Jt is celebrated on a Sunday 
decided by the villagers before Sankranti. Decoration 
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f h d oil bath are the domestic observances. 
o ouses an Th d" h' d 
Nobody works 011 that day. e elty IS wors Ippe 

b 
tr· 'ocoanuts and camphor. They prepare y ollenng I,; 

l am nd variety of dishes and offer to Her along 
pu ag a F '1 d' k with cocoanuts, camphor, etc. ami y lOners ta e 
place in their respective houses. 

In all the festivals mentioned above, people of all 
co:rnmunities except Muslims participate. 

Source: J. Sri B. Rama Dasaiah. Headmaster, Pan
chayal Samitlzi Elementary School, Boda
siddayapalle 

2. Sri Kurra Venkataiah, President, Pab
buletipalle 

3. Cbinanagampalle - Situated at a distance of 6 
miles from Seetharamapuram, 24 miles fro,m Udaya
giri. Chinna Nagamma, a Devadasi, is said to be the 
first settler of this village and hence the village is called 
after her name with the suffix 'palle' lhabitat or 

village). 

The total population of the village is 593 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya. Chakali, Mangali, Kapu, Balija. Golla, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes: 34 persons; Scheduled Tribes: 
5 persons; Dudekula and Muslims. The chief me,;ns 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultul<,l 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temple& of Rama, Poleramma and Ankalamma 
with the stone images of the deities are the places of 
worship in the village. There are wooden images also 
in Rama temple. 

Poleramma-Ankalamma Jatara is celebrated once 
in three years in Vaisakham (April-May). Fowls, goats 
and he-buffaloes al e sacrificed. Kumbham, fruits and 
camphor are offered. Oil bath and fasting are obser
ved domestically. It is being celebrated from the origin 
of the village and is of local significance. The villagers 
are the patrons. Local Hindus participate. Kummari 
(potter) is the pujari. Naivedyam is distributed as pra
sadam. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Va dapappu, 
fruits. and . camphor are off~red. All local Hindus 
participate. A Brahmin is the pujari. There is free fee
ding for all, 

Source: Sri V. Gopa/a Krishna Rao, Headmaster, 
Panchayat Samithi Elementary School, Chi
nanagampalle 

4. Pedanagampalle - Situated near Veligonda 
hills at a distance of 6 miles from Seetharamapuram, 
24 miles from Udayagiri and 80 miles from Kavali 
Railway Station. This village was constructed by Peda 
Nagamma, a Devadasiand it is learned that the village 
is named after her. 

The total population of the village is 61 and it is 
made up ofViswabrahmin, Bestha and Golla communi
ties, apart from Scheduled Castes population of 52. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture and agricultural labour. 

Sri Rama temple with His stone image and Chenna
kesavaswamy installed in a thatched hut with an image 
of alloy metal are the places of worship in this village. 

Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated on a 
fixed day chosen by the village elders. Va dapappu , 
fruits and camphor are offered. It L being celebrated 
since the origin of the vill~;ge and is of local signifi
cance. All local communities participate. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 3 days from 
Chaitra Suddlza Navami (March-April). It is an ancient 
festival of local significance. All local communities 
participate. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Source: Sri Surapuraju, Karnam, Chinanagampalle 

5. Gundupalle is near the Veligondas which form 
the eastern border to Kurnool and Cuddapah districts 
and is situated at a distance of 3 miles from Seetha
ramapuram, 18 miles from Udayagiri by bus and 60 
miles from Kavali Railway Station. As this village was 
constructed by Katisani Gundaiah, a Kapu, it got the 
name Gundupalle. 

The total population of the village is 769 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Vaisya, Bhatraju, Kapu, Balija, Yadava, etc.; Madiga, 
Mala Sch ed uled Castes of 77 persons; Yanadi Sche
duled Tribe with 34 persons; and Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and collecting forest produce. 

Temples of Sri Rama, Poleramma and Ankalamma 
with the stone images are the places of worship. Bhaira
vakona with the stone Sivalingam and Durgamma 
temple with Her stone image in human form at a dis
tance of 5 miles are the other places of worship, 
Sivaratri Uthsavam celebrated in Bhairavakona extends 
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to this village also. There is a waterfall in Bhairava
kona. 

Sivaratri festival i~celebrated for 3 days from 
Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) in Bhai
ravakona. The devotees take bath in the waterfalls 
and observe fasting. Vows are fulfilled. Naivedyam is 
offered. 

It is an ancient and widely known festival. About 
2,000 Hindu devotees of all communities from the 
nearby districts congregate. A few shops selling 
eatables, earthen vessels, lanterns, torchlights, mirrors 
and combs are opened. There is free feeding. There 
are choul tries. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 4 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Kalyanam is 
celebrated. Vadapappu, fruits, panakam and camphor 
are offered. Local Hindus participate. Brahmins are 
the pujaris. 

Ankalamma and Poleramma Jatara is celebrated 
for 3 days once in three years. Fowls and animals are 
sacrificed; and fruits and camphor are offered. The 
villagers are the patrons. Local people of all commu
nities except Muslims participate in it. Kummaris, 
Malas and Madigas are the pujaris. 

Ganga Jatara is celebrated by Yadavas. 

Source: 1. Sri P. Rangaiah, Karnam, Gundupalle 
2. Sri M. Joseph, Headmaster, Z.P. Elemen

tary School, Gundupalle 
3. Sri K. Parasu Rama Raju, President, 

Gundupalle 

6. Bodasiddayapalle is near Veligonda hills, situa
ted at a distance of 5 miles from Seetharamapuram, 24 
miles from U dayagiri and 80 miles from Ka vali Railway 
Station. Upparavaripalle is another name of this viII .. 
age. Balija community forms the majority in the village 
and Balijas of the surname 'Uppara' are said to have 
been the first settlers of this village. 

The total population of the village is 269 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus -
Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Balija, Yadava, etc.; Mala Sche
duled Caste with 31 persons; Yanadi Slheduled Tribe 
with 11 persons; Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of Hvelihood of the people are agriculture for a 
few households and agricultural labour for most of the 
households. They go to the neighbouring villages for 
agricultural labour. 

Sri Rama temple with stone images of Rama, La
kshmana and. Sita, Poleramma and Ankalamma with 
stone images are the places of worship in the village. 

Sri Raml Navami is celebrated for 4 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Vadapappu, 
panakam, fruits, panch a kajjayam and camphor are 
offered. Fasting and oil hath are the common domes
tic observances. This is a local festival. Villagers patro
nize the festival. Local Hindus congregate. A Brahmin 
is the pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Poleramma and Ankalamma Jatara is celebrated 
with no fixed date for 4 days once in 3 years. Fowls 
and animals are sacrificed. Fruits, camphor and nai
vedyam are offered. Decoration of the houses, fasting 
and oil bath are observed domestically. This is of local 
significance. The villagers are the patrons. Local Hin
dus participate. Kummari, Mala, Madiga and Asadi are 
the pujaris. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Jatara is celebrated to Rachuri Peddamma when 
cattle diseases prevail in the village. The deity is left 
on the outskirts of the village after offering kumkum ca
rts, etc., and sacrificing animals. 

Musalamma Panduga is celebrated on a Sunday 
before Sankranti with the belief that the deity protects 
them from epidemics. Fruits and camphor are offered. 
Oil bath and fasting are observed domestically. This 
festival is celebrared on domestic scale only. 

Source. 1. Sri B. Ramadasaiah, Headmaster, Zilla 
Parishad Elementary School, Bodasidda· 
yapalle 

2. Sri P. Rangaiah, Karnam, Chinanagam
palle 

7. Seetharamapuram - Situated to the north-west 
of Bhairavakona, east of Cuddapah borders, 16 miles 
from Udayagiri and 58 miles from Kavali Railway Sta
tion. There are communication facilities to Nellore. 
Kanigiri and Kavali. Seetharamayogi constructed this 
village at a modest cost with all facilities. Hence the 
village was named after him as Seetharamapuram. 

The total popUlation of the village is 3,972 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, BaIija, Yadava, Rajaka, 
Bestha, etc.; Scheduled Castes (204); Valmiki Scheduled 
Tribe (26); Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 
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Sri Panduranga Vithaleswaraswamy temple with 
the stone image, Kanyakaparameswari temple with Her 
stone image in female form, Sitaramaswamy temple 
with the stone image of Sri Rama and Sita in human 
form, Ankalamma temple with Her image in female 
form, Siva temple to the west of the village with a stone 
Sivalingam and Venugopalaswamy temple are the places 
of worship in this village, besides peerla chavidi and a 
church. 

Sri Panduranga Vithaleswaraswamy Tirunala is 
celebrated for 6 days from Vaisakha Suddha Dasami to 
Purnima (April-May). Kalyanam is celebrated. Cocoa
nuts, flowers, fruits, sugar and jaggery· are offered to 
the Lord. The devotees take oil bath and observe fa
sting and jagarana. It is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. The villagers are the patrons. The local 
Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

Kanyakaparameswari Navaratri Uthsavam is cele
brateQ for 10 days from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to 
Dasami (September - October). The devotees ful
fil their vows. Paruveta on Dasami and Vasanthoth
savam on Ekadasi take place. It is of ancient origin 
and of local significance. The patrons are Vaisyas. Lo
cal people congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. Pujari is a Brahmin of Bharadwaja got ram. 
Prasadam is distributed to all and there is free feeJing. 
Fancy dresses afford entertainment. 

Anblamma Jatara is celebrated for 5 days in 
Vaisakham (April-May) once in 5 years. On Ankurar
panam day a he-buffalo is sacrificed and on the second 
day goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. 
Pujari is a Kummari. Prasadam is distributed to all. 
Sea bath, fasting and jagarana are observed during 
religious festivals. 

Source: 1. Sri A. Lakshmi Narayana, Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad School, Seetharamapuram 

2. Sri N.V.L. Narayana Rao, Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad School, Seetharamapuram 

3. Sri Visweswara Swamy, Village MunsifJ, 
Seetharamapuram 

8. Narayanampeta is in a hilly tract situated at 
a distance of 16 miles from Udayagiri road and 62 

. miles from Kavali-Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 776 and it is 
made up of Vaisya, Balija, etc., communities who are 
caste Hindus. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agrkulture, agricultural labour and trade. 

Sri Panduranga Vithaleswaraswamy temple with 
His stone image, Ramaswamy temple and Poleramma 
temple are the places of worship in this village. Pandu
ranga temple is an ancient one. 

Sri Panduranga Vithaleswaraswamy festival is 
celebrated for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Dasami to 
Chaturdasi (April-May). It is said that Panduranga 
gave His darsan to the Golla children. Ankurarpana, 
Garudaseva, Hanumanthaseva,. kalyanam and paruveta 
are the rituals. On paruveta day, i. e., on the last day, 
a rabbit or a sheep is left in an open place and anyone 
who catches it will have it. Intoxicants are taken by 
the people during the festival. It is being celebrated 
for the past 10 years and is of local significance. It is 
under the management of a Committee appointed by 
the Hindu Religious Endowment Board. There is some 
dry land and some wet land as inam. Local de\ otees 
congregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 
There is no permanent pujari. The offerings given by the 
devotees will be taken by the pujari. With the amount of 
a rupee given to him by some devotees, he prepares 
naivedyam every Saturday and offers to the deity. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Cocoanuts and panakam (jaggery water) are offered 
to Ramaswamy on Ugadi on Chaitra Suddha Padyami 
(March-April). 

Source: Sri P. Venugopala Rao, Teacher, Narayanam
peta 

9. Ayyavaripalle - Situated at a distance of 4 
furlongs to the north of 73/3 milestone on Udayagiri
Seetharamapuram road, 13i miles from Udayagiri and 
63 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

The former name of this viJIage was Machireddy
palle. It was a hamlet of Seetharamapuram Estate 
sanctioned by Sri Krishna Devaraya of Vijayanagar 
and was under the control of Vada Peda Venkatadri 
Naidu. On Chaitra Suddha Purnima of the year Nan
dana, 1573 Salivahana Saka (1651 A. D.) Peda Venka
tadri Naidu gave this village to the Brahmins and 
village servants, with hereditary rights after demarca
ting the boundaries_ Hence this village got the name 
Ayyavaripalle (Ayyavaru-Brahmins). This document 
was carved on a copper plate by Boggavarapu Naga" 
bathudu, a sculptor and was signed by Venkatadri 
Naidu. The copper plate is with Sri Garimella Nara
saiah of Singareddipalle. Under the Estate Abolition 
Act, this is taken over by the Goverpment. 
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The total population of the village is 914 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Vadde, Boya, Kapu, 
Settibalija, Golla, Rajaka, etc.; Madiga, Mala Sche
duled Castes with 131 persons; Scheduled Tribes with 6 
persons, etc.; Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 

. labour and trade. 

The temples of Rama, Eswaramma with Her image 
in human form, Ankalamma with Her image in human 
form and Poleramma with Her image in human form, 
peerla chavidi and a church are the places of worship 
in this village. 

Eswaramma Aradhana is celebrated in memory of 
Eswaramma, daughter of GO\ indaiah, son of Sri Pothu
Inri Veerabrahmendra Swamy of KandimallayapaUe ill 
Cuddapah district. The life of Veerabrahmam of 
Kandimallayapalle is given in detail in the write ups for 
Banganapalle of Kurnool district and Kandimallaya
palle of Bad, el tal uk of Cuddapah distIict. He is a 
renowned saint, born in Mysore State, spent his time 
in Banganapalle showing several miracles and finally 
entered jeeva samadhi at Kandimallayapalle leaving 
Kalagnanam (predictions in writing) at Banganapalle. 
Eswaramma is the daughter of the saint's son Govin
diah and a pet of her grand-father. There was mutual 
love between her and Rangaraju, a Kshatriya who was 
born with the blessings of Veerabrahmam to Jaggaiah, 
the Zamindar of Nagarapadu. When Rangaraju appro
ached Govindaiah for the hand of Eswaramma after 
the samadhi of Veerabrahmam he declined the alliance. 
Rangaraju pointed out to Govindaiah that they, as the 
disciples of Veerabrahmam, should rise above caste 
conception. But destiny was different and Rangaraju 
consigned himself in a fire pit. Eswaramma became a 
sanyasin and developed spiritual power with her yogic 
practice. She showed her supernatural powers on 
several occasions. When her maternal uncle attempted 
to molest her for refusing to marry him, she cursed 
him to become a leper and the next day he became a 
victim to the deadly disease. The Polegar of Rekala
kunta engaged a gang of thieves and got the jewels of 
Eswaramma stolen and at her very pronouncement, 
the boxes with the jewels in the possession of the Pole
gar caught fire and were consumed. The Polegar and 
the gang died of diseases and their families were des
troyed. Once during a great feast, food was served for 
hundreds. But, the ghee expected from Podi]j did not 
arrive in time and the organisers were helpless. Eswa
ramma asked two of them to take a bath and bring 
two potsful of water from the well. She converted 
water into ghee and the feast went on. When the ghee 

from PodiIi arrived, the loan was returned to Gangadevi 
(the presiding deity of water) by converting the ghee 
into water. She toured some districts to give her mes
sage to several devotees afld then returned to Kandi
mallayapalle. Yogi Subbaiah of Desaram came to 
Kandim.l1layapalle and became the disciple of Eswa
ramma. Later Chatukondu Chengaiah Chetty of 
Kandimallayapalle requested Yogi Subbaiah to initiate 
him to yoga without knowing the greatness of Eswa
ramma. The yogi laughed at the ignorance of the 
Chetty about the greatness of Eswaramma, made him 
her disciple and both of them continued to be her 
disciples. She told them the day and hour of her 
death, entered the samadhi at the moment and asked 
them to close the samadhi which is in the compound 
adjoining the colnpound with the samadhi of her 
grandfather. 

The celebration takes place from Margasira Bahula 
Navami to Ekadasi (November-December) for 3 days, 
and uthsavam is celebrated for 2 days on Magha Bahula 
Triodasi and Chaturdasi (January-February) during 
Mahasivaratri. Cocoanuts, fruits and flowers are 
offered to the deity. Oil ba.th, fasting and jagarana are 
the domestic observances. This is being celebrated for 
the past 40 years and is of local significance. Viswa
brahmins are the patrons. Local Hindus congregate. 
Pl~iori is Sri K. Ramachari, a Viswabrahmin with here
dit.:ry rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. A few 
shops 110t worth mentioning are arranged by the local 
traders. There is free feeding for the poor. 

Uthsavams in Rama temple are celebrated for 15 
days from Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Purnima (March
April) during Sri Rama Navami. Kalyanam is celebrated 
and procession of the deities is held. Cocoanuts, fruits 
and flowers are offered to the deity. Fasting and jaga
rana are observed domestically. This is being celebra
ted for the past 40 years and is of local significance. 
Hindus patronize the festival, Vaisyas being the chief 
patrons. Local Hindus participate in it. Pujari is a 
Brahmin. Prasadam is distributed to all and there is 
poor feeding. 

During Ankalamma and Poleramma J,; tara fowls, 
goats, rams and he-buffaloes are sacrificed and pongali, 
chalipindi, nanubalu (soaked rice) and cocoanuts are 
offered. Peddakapu is the patron. Kummari (potter) 
is the pujari. The gha/am (pot) is taken out in proce
ssion to the houses of Brahmins, Peddakapu, Peddasetti 
.and Komati Peddasetti in the above order. 

Source: 1. Sri N. SubbaroJ'udu, Ayyavaripalle 
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2. Sri A. Lakshmi Narasimham, Headmas
ter, Panchayat Samithi Special Ele
mentary School, Ayyavaripalle 

3. Sri A. V. Seshaiah, Village Level Wor
ker, Ayyavaripalle 

10. Devammacheruvu - Situated at a distance of 
3 miles to the south of the 13th milestone on Udayagiri
Seetharamapuram Road, 13 miles from Udayagiri and 
63 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 533 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Vaisya, Settibalija; Scheduled Tribes (33); and Chris
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture and agricultural labour . 

"There are the remains of an old fort in this place, 
which is now a jungle infested with Wild beasts. There 
remains one bastin with ramparts. It is said to have been 
a residence of the Zemindar in former times". 1 

Lord Rania's temple with His stone image and a 
church are the places of worship in the village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for nine days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 
Devotees fulfil their vows. This is of ancient origin 
and of local significance. Only local Hindus congre
gate. Pujari is a Brahmin. Prasadam is distributed 
to all and there is free feeding. Social dinners are 
arranged. 

At a distance of 4 miles from this place, there is 
Ghatika Siddheswara~wamy's temple with His idol in 
the form of Sivalingam. To the north of it, there is 
Pathaleswara Lingam and Goddess Kamakshi temple 
with Her stone image. Before the temples, there are 
porticoes (mantapams) in dilapidated condition. Out 
of the nine konerlu of the temple, only two are in good 
condition, viz., Sadhuvari Koneru and Nellurivari 
Koneru into which water flows from the mouth of a 
stone bull (nandi). These temples are ancient ones 
having reference in the Rasa Ratnakara written by 
Parvathiputra Nityanatha Siddhi. A stone inscription 
in the temple dated 1308 A. D. states that a devotee, 
Hariharatanaya constructed the temple, gopuram, etc. 
In Sir Staton's Report of 1802 it is stated that Vemba
tithoda and Ghatika Siddheswaram, two villages,were 
dedicated to the temple for the celebration of uthsa
vams and performance of pujas, For a short period, 
this was under the Kalahasthi Zamindars and uthsal'ams 

1. Nellore District Manual (Madras: 1873), p. 427 

were celebrated with much pomp and ceremony. But 
in 1953 when estates were abolished ignoring these 
villages as the temple's property, compensation was 
paid to the Raja of Kalahasthi. This was brought to 
the notice of the Government by the Trustee appointed 
by the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 
Board in 1942, but in vain. Only a few manyam lands 
were given as patta lands to the servants. Like Maha
nandi in Kurnool district, this place attracts pilgrims 
from distant parts during Mahasivaratri and on Mon
days in Kartikam (October-November). 

Source: Sri R. V. Narasimham, Teacher, Devamma
cheruvu 

11. Balayapalle - Situated to the west of Bhairavi 
hills about 10 miles from Udayagiri. 

The total population of the village is 904 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Vaisya, Kapu, Balija, Golla, etc.; Madiga, Mala Sche
duled Castes (93); Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour, sheep breeding, shoe-making and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of Eswara near Motukondalu with the 
stone Sivalingam, Ankalamma, Poleramma and of Sri 
Rama are the places of worship in this village. 

Eswara Tirunala is celebrated for 3 days from 
Magha Bahula Clzaturdasi (January-February). The 
devotees observe jagaram. It is being celebrated for 
the past 7 or 8 years and is of local significance. Local 
people congregate irrespective of caste or creed. 

Poleramma, Ankalamma and Nadidamma Jatara 
is celebrated to ward of cattle diseases. Goats, fowls 
and sheep are sacrificed. Malas and Madigas are the 
patrons. It is celebrated by collecting subscriptions. 
Pujari is an Asadi with hereditary rights enjoying 
manyam lands. Local people of all communities con
gregate. 

Source: Sri Duggireddy Chinna Malakonda Reddy, 
Teacher, BalayapaUe 

12. Krishnapalle - Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from motor route and 6 miles from Udayagiri, 
the taluk headquarters. 
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The total popUlation of thevi1lage is 805; it is made 
up of the following communities: Caste Hindus - Brah
min, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, Kapu, Kummari, 
Muthracha, etc.; Scheduled Castes (116); Dudekula, 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple in the middle of the village, Siva 
temple on the north-east, Mathamma temple to the 
north, Ura Ankalamma temple with Her image in female 
form in the east of the village are the places of worship. 
Naguru Meera Saheb is worshipped in the form of a 
tree to the west and there is a sacred abode for Rowd
duri Ankalamma to the north of the village. 

Ura Ankalamma Tirunala is celebrated in Srava
nam (July-August). Fasting is observed. Vadapappu 
and panakam are offered. Goats, fowls and sheep are 

. sacrificed. It is of ancient origin and of local signifi
cance. The patrons are Vaisyas and ryots. Local 
people congregate without any distinction of caste or 
creed. Pujaris are Muthrachas and Kummaris. Pra
sadam is distributed to all. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chailra 
Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 

Rowduri Ankalamma and Rachuri Peddamma 
Tirun.lla is celebrated in laishtam (May-June). 

Source: Sri G. V. Narasaiah, Teacher, Krishnmpalle 

13. Kondayapalem - Situated at a distance of 32 
miles from Udayagiri to be covered partly by road and 
partly by cart track. 

The total population of the village is 1,129 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Aray Kapu, Yadava, Cha
kaIi, Mangali, etc.; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes 
with 246 persons; Scheduled Tribes (19); Muslims and 
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occup::ttions. 

Two Sri Rama temples, Poleramma temple, Anka
Jamma temple and two Chengalamma temples are the 
pJaces,of worship. 

Gramadevatha Nadiveedhi Jatara is celebrated for 
2 days on Phalguna Suddha Chaturdasi and Purnima 
(February-March). Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrifi
ced to the deity. Ghatam uthsavam on the first day 

and Korlabandi uthsavam on the second day are celeb
rated. Naivedyam is offered in the evening and the 
deity is left on the boundaries of the village. It is of 
ancient origin and of local significance. Local Hindus 
congregate and there is free feeding. 

Source: Sri Nukaraju Pullaiah, Village Karnam, 
Kondayapalle 

14. Pamurupalle - Situated at a distance of 5 
miles from Singarayakonda Railway Station, 6 miles 
from the motor road, 8 miles to the west of Kanigiri
Badvel road and 30 miles from Udayagiri. 

The total population of the village is 258 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma, Vaisya, Rajaka (Dhobi), Golla, etc.; Yanadi 
Scheduled Tribe with IO persons; Muslims and Chris
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and trade. 

The temples of Lord Subrahmanyeswaraswamy, Sri 
Rama and Poleramma are the places of worship in this 
village. 

Sri Subrahmanyeswaraswamy festival is celebrated 
for 5 days from Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-
February). It is of ancient origin and of local signifi
cance. Local Hindus congregate. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days. Sri 
Rama Kalyanothsavam is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 

Source: Sri T. Krishna Murthy, Single Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad Elementary School, Pamurupalle 

15. Viruvur - Situated at a distance of 5 miles to 
the west of Pamur, 30 miles from Udayagiri and 50 
miles from Singarayakonda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 773 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Reddi, Chakali, Ku
mmari, Mangali, etc.; Madiga Scheduled Caste with 12 
persons; and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Ramaswamy with His stone image 
and the procession images made of wood; Ankalamma, 
Poleramma, Anjaneyaswamy and a Peerla Chavidi with 
the brass Peers are the places of worship in this village. 



88 SECTION VII 

There is a sacred place for the village deity in which a 
temporary hut is erected during the Jatara and an ear
then image in female form is prepared and placed in it. 

Gramadevatha Jatara is celebrated for 2 days on 
Phalguna Suddha Dwadasi and Triodasi generally on 
14th and 15th March of every year. There is ghatam 
uthsavam on the first day morning and devatha uthsavam 
in the night. On the second day morning there is Korla 
bandi uthsavam and in the evening naivedyam is offered 
and the deity is left on the boundaries of the village. 
Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. It 
is of ancient origin but of local significance. The 
village ryots are the patrons. The local people irres
pective of caste or creed congregate. Pujari is a 
Yadava. 

Ramaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated for 5 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-ApriJ). During 
the first 4 days the Lord is taken in procession on 
gurrapu vahanam (horse carrier). Anjaneya vahanam, 
Garuthmantha vahanom,yenugu(elephant) vahanam and 
on the last day there is Vasanthothsavam. Cocoanuts, 
panakam, vadapappu and panchakajjayamulu are offe
red. Fasting also is observed by some. It is of ancient 
origin and of local significance. Patrons are the villa
gers. The local devotees congregate without <my 
distinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Brah min. 
Panakam and vadapappu are distributed to all. There 
is free feeding for 2 days. 

These festivals extend to its hamlets also. 

Source: Sri Nukaraju Pullaiah, Village Karnam, Vir
uvur 

16. PapannagaripaUe - Situated at a distance of 2 
miles to the south of Viruvur and 32 miles to the west 
of Udayagiri of which 25 miles could be covered by bus 
and 7 miles by walk or by cart, etc. Singarayakonda 
Railway Station is at a distance of 52 miles. 

The total population of the village is 256 made up 
of Caste Hindus- Vaisya, Kamma, Yadava, Sale,Cha
kali, Mangali, etc. Agriculture and agricultural la
bour are the chief means of livelihood for the villagers. 

There are the temples of Rama and a perantalu 
(a chaste woman died in marital status and deified). 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days starting 
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) in the RJ.ma 
temple. Processions of the Lord on gurrapu (horse) 
vahanam on the first day, Hanumantha vahanam on the 
second day, garuda vahanam on the third day, yenugu 

vahanam on the fourth day and vasallthothsavam on the 
fifth day take place. Panakam and vadapappu are distri· 
buted on all these days. Free feeding also is provided 
during the festival. 

Gramadevatha Jatara takes place for 2 days starting 
on March 14th. A mud idol of the deity is prepared by 
a Kummari for the jatara which is celebrated in the 
centre of the village. Goats and fowls are sacrificed to 
the deity in fulfilment of vows and a he-buffalo is sac
rificed on behalf of the village. 

Source: Sri Nukaraju Pullaiah, Karnam, Viruvur 

17. Krishnamrajupalle - Situated at a distance of 
31 miles to the west of Udayagiri of which 25 miles co
uld be covered by bus up to Pamur and from Pamur 6 
miles to be covered by cart or walk. Singarayakonda at 
a distance of 51 miles to the north-east is the nearest 
Railway Station. 

The total popula tion of the village is 75t made up 
of the following communities: Caste Hindus - Kshat
riya. Vaisya, Yadava, Viswabrahmin; Schenuled Castes 
(66) - Adi Andhra anj Arundhatiya; Scheduled Tribes 
10; and MU':ilims. Agriculture and agricultural labour 
are the chief sources of livelihood for the villagers. 

There are no temples in this village. 

Gramadevatha Jatara takes place for 2 days on 
March 14th and 15th every year in the centre of the 
village, A temporary shed is erected for the pur
pose and a mud idol of the deity prepared by Kummari 
(potter) is installed in it. Ghatam uthsavam (procession 
of the pot to collect stale food) in the forenoon and 
deity's procession in the night of the first day take pl· 
ace. On the second day, korlabandi uthsavam (proce
ssion of carts decorated with colours) and offering of 
naivedyam in the evening take place. A he-buffalo is sac
rificed on behalf of the village and sheep. goats, rams 
and fowls on household scales are sacrificed to the de
ity in fulfilment of vows. Kummaris, Chakalis, Manga
lis, Arundhatiyas (Madigas), Byneedis are the followers. 

Source: Sri Nukaraju Pullaiah, Karnam, Viruvur 

18. Mahamwadapuram - Situated at a distance of 
7 miles from Pamur motor route and about 32 miles 
from Udayagiri to be covered partly by road and part
ly by cart track. 

The total popUlation of the village is 169 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Cast(_' Hindus-
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Viswabrahmin, Kamma, Balija, Yadava. Chakali; Ma
diga Scheduled Caste with 23 persons; Scheduled Tribes 
(15); Muslims and Christians. The chief means of live
lihood of the people are agriculture. agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Ramaswamy temple and Ankalamma temple are 
the places of worship in the village. A temporary hut is 
constructed for the Gramadevatha during the uthsavam 
days. 

Gramadevatha Nadiveedhi Jatara is celebrated for 
2 days on Phalguna Suddha Dwadasi and Triodasi (Fe..: 
bruary-March). Ghatam uthsavam and devatha uthsavam 
on the first day and korlahand; uthsavam on the second 
day are celebrated. The deity is left on the outskirts of 
the village after offering naivedyam. Fowls, goats, sheep 
and he-buffaloes are sacrificed. Fasting is observed do
mestically. It is an ancient festival and of local signi
ficance. Barbers, Madigas, Byneedis and Chakalis (wa
shermen) are the patrons. Local Hindus participate. 
Yadavas are the pujaris. 

Source: Sri A. H. Subbarayudu, Karnam, Gollapalle 

19. Kurupavanipalle - Situated at a distance of 7 
miles from Pamur motor route, 32 miles from Udaya
giri to be covered partly by road and partly by cart 
track. 

The total population of the village is 39 and com
posed mostly of Yadavas. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture and agricultural labour . 

Gramadevatha Nadiveedhi Jatara is celebrated for 
two days on Phalguna Suddha Dwadasi and Triodasi 
(February-March) in a temporary shed. On the first day. 
ghatam uthsavam (not procession) in the day time and 
devathothsavam (procession of the deity) in the night 
take place. On the second day, the deity is left on the 
outskirts of the village after korlahandi uthsavam and 
offering naivedyams. He-buffaloes, sheep, goats and 
fowls are sacrificed to the deity. This is of ancient origin 
and of local significance. Barbers, Madigas, Byneedis 
and Chakalis are the patrons. Local Hindus participate 
in it. Pujari is a Yadava. 

Source: Sri A. H. Subbarayudu, Karnam. Gollapalle 

20. Thurakapalle, hamlet of Damancherla alias 
. Ramapuram - Situated at a distance of about 15 miles 
from Udayasiri. 

The total population of the village is 2,764 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Reddi, Chakali. Vadde, Balija, Golla, etc.; Madiga, Ma
la Scheduled Castes with 254 persons, etc.; Yanadi, 
Yerukula Scheduled Tribes with 15 persons; Dudekula 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other tradition3:1 occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with His image in human form 
is the place of worship in the village. Ankamma and 
Machunuru Ankamma are being worshipped in the 
form of Shakthis. 

Ankamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days in Vaisa
kham (April-May). Fowls and he-buffaloes are sacri
ficed. It is being celebrated since the origin of the 
village and is of local Significance. Sri Polu Peda Kon
daiah is the patron. 

Machunuru Ankamma festival is celebrated for 
3 days. He-buffaloes and fowls are sacrificed. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 10 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Sri Polu Mala 
Konda Reddy is the patron. 

Source: Sri N. V. Chalapathi Rao, Teacher, Pancha
yat Samithi Elementary School, Thurakapalle 

21. Isakadamerla - Situated at a distance of 
6 miles to the south-east of the 28th milestone on Pamur
Singarayakonda road and 30 miles from Udayagiri. 

The total population of the village is 1,462 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Kamma, Kapu; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes 
with 192 persons; Scheduled Tribes (40); Muslims and 
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the peo
ple are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

There are temples of Rama, Bangaramma and 
Poleramma with stone images and a church in the viii· 
age. 

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for 6 days from Vais
akha Suddha Chaturdasi (April-May). Vows are fulfilled. 
Fasting, jagarana and feasting are observed. It is being 
celebrated for the past 15 years and is of local signifi
cance. Sri Annalu!' Venkata Subbaiah is the patron. 
All local communities participate. Vadapappu, pana
kam and five eatables (pancha kajjayam) are offered. 
Prasad am is distributed to all. 
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Poleramma and Baugaramma Uthsavamulu are also 
celebrated according to the desire of the village elders. 

Source: Sri Annalur Venkata Subbaiah, Karnam, Isa
kadamerla 

22. Thurpu Yerraballe is at a distance of 24 miles 
from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 1,733 and it 
is made up of the following communities; C[.ste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kamma. Reddi, 
Velama, Balija, Yadava, Vadde, Kumm~lfi, Chakali, 
Mangali, Muthracha, etc.;Madiga, Mala Scheduled Cas
tes with 271 persons; Dudekula Muslims and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri" 
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional occu
pations. 

Sri Rama temple with the wooden images of Rama, 
Lakshmana and Sita and Ankamma temple with her 
wooden image are the places of worship in this village. 

Ankamma Tirunala is celebrated for 5 days in 
Jaishtam (May-June). Goats, fowls and sheep are sa
crificed. Houses are decorated and feasts are arranged. 
It is an ancient festival and of local significance. Local 
Hindus of all castes congregate. A Yadava is the pujari 
with hereditary rights. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 7 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Panchami to Ekadasi (March-April). 
Ankurarpana on Panchami, garuda vahana uthsavam on 
Shashti and Sapthami, kalyanam on Navami, vasantham 
on Dasami and rathothsavam and pattabhishekam on 
Ekadasi are celebrated. Daily puja is performed by 
offering fruits and camphor. A Brahmin is the pujari 
with hereditary rigbts. All Hindu castes participate 
in the festival. 

Source: 1. Sri Y. Purushotham, Headmaster, Thurpu 
Yerraballe 

2. Srimati T. Sarada Devi, Assistant Tea
cher, Thurpu Yerraballe 

23. Gottigundala - Situated at a distance of 8 
miles from Vinjamur, about 20 miles from Udayagiri 
and 38 miles from Kavali Railway Station. Tbere are 
no tans port facilities for tbis village. 

Tbe total population of the village is 1,820 and it 
is made up of tbe following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Muthracha, Kapu 

(Reddy), Balija, Yadava, Nayaka, Rajaka, etc.; Madiga, 
Mala Scheduled Castes with 337 persons and Scheduled 
Tribes (20). The chief means of livelibood of the peo
ple are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade, cattle 
and sheep breeding and other bereditary occupations. 

There are three Rama temples and, Poleramma 
and Ankalamma temples situated at a distance of half 
a mile away from the village. 

Ankalamma Tirunala is celebrated for 13 days from 
Jaishta Suddha Tadiya to Purnima (May-June). This 
uthsavam is celebrated for the welfare of the people 
and good yield of crops. Pongali is offered to the deity. 
Fowls are offered to Ankalamma deity during the pro
cession times. Prabhas and carts are also arranged. 
Decoration of the houses and fasting are the domestic 
observances. It is an ancient festival of local signifi
cance. Kammas and Kapus are the patrons. All local 
communities participate. Pujari belongs to Muthracha 
community and the Muthracbas are serving the deity 
for the P3.st ffi_WY yelrs. Pongali is distributed as pra
sadam. 

Pongali is offered to Poleramma, Bangaramma and 
Mahalakshmamma during Ankalamma Tirunala. Sri 
Ramothsavams are celebrated during Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March -April) and Vaisakham (April - May). 

Source: 1. Sri G. Narasimhulu, Headmaster, Zilla 
Parishad Elementary School, Gottigundala 

2. Sri O. Daniel, Assistant Teacher, Gotti
gundala 

24. Varikuntapadu - Situated on the 30tb mile
stone on Kanigiri - Duttalur road at a distance of about 
11 miles from Udayagiri and 56 miles from Kavali Rail
way Station. Vari (paddy) was being cropped under a 
kunta (pond) which was destroyed due to floods. Hence 
the village got the name 'Varikuntapadu'. 

The total population of the village is 1,305 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Brabmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, 
Chakali, Kapu, Balija, Yadava, Kummari, etc.; 
Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 274 persons; 
Yanadi,Yerukula Scheduled Tribes with 14 persons; 
Dudekula Muslims and Christians. The chief means of 
livelihood of tbe people are agricUlture, agricultural la
bour, sheep breeding, trade and otber traditional occu
pations. 

Temples of Rama, Ankalamma and Poleramma 
are the places of worsbip in this village. 
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Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 8 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Vidiya to Navami (March-April). It is 
being celebrated for the past 80 years and is of local 
significance. Local Hindus congregate. A Brahmin 
is the pujari. 

Vows are fulfilled to Gramadevathas by offering 
cocoanuts and sacrificing fowls, goats and sheep. All 
local communities participate. A Golla is the pujar; 
with hereditary rights. 

Makara Sankramanam is celebrated for a day in Pu
shyam (December-January), i. e., 14th January. Jaga
rana and sea bath by a few are observed during Maha
sivarathri and Maglza Bahula Chaturdasi (January-Fe
bruary). 

Source: Sri A. Hajarath Gowd, Village MunsijJ, Va
rikuntapadu 

25. Chowdepalle - Situated at a distance of 4 
miles from Kurrapalle and Nelatur villages and 6 miles 
from Udayagiri. 

The total population of the village is 773 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Vaisya, Mangali, Kapu. Chakali, Kummari, etc.; Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Castes with 87 persons; Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricUltural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Rama temple, Ankalamrna and Poleramma temples 
and a Peerla Chavidi are the places of worship in the 
village. 

Grama Jatara is celebrated for 5 days during San
kranti from 13th to 17th January once in [0 or 15 years. 
Fowls and goats are sacrificed. Fasting and jagaram 
are observed domestically. It is an ancient festival 
and is of local significance. Only Hindus participate. 
Kummaris and Yadavas are the pujaris. Vadapappu 
and panakam are distributed as prasadam. 

Bhajans and ko/atams are the items of entertain
ment, besides the dreadful music of kommus (horns), 
jamidikas, etc. 

Sri Ramaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated for nine 
days from Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March

. April). 

Moharrum is celebrated with mach pc,mp and cere
mony by all local communities. 

Source. Sri N. Pullaiah, Karnam, Chowdepalle 

26. Gannepalle - Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
from Udayagiri-Seetharamapuram road, 7 miles from 
Udayagiri and 57 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 
This village is well connected with roads. 

The total poulation of the village is 978 and it is made 
up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-Kamma. 
and Bestha; Scheduled Castes (10); Scheduled Tribes 
(12); Muslims and Christians. The chief means of live
lihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and fishing. 

Adavi Perantalu temple in an area of 2t acres 
with Her stone image in human form, Rama temple and 
a church are the places of worship in this village. Per an
talu was a chaste woman who established herself in 
the forest. 

Adavi Perantalu Uthsavam is celebrated for 5 days 
from Jaishta Suddha Purnima to BahulaChavithi (May~ 
June). Preparations are made one week in advance for 
the festival. Offerings are madein the form of pasupu (tur
meric), kumkum (vermilion) and sarees. Goats and fowls 
are sacrificed. Bhajan, pujas and fasting are observed 
domestically. An earthen image is prepared 'and a pro
cession is held on the first day. Earthen image uthsavam 
on the second day, procession of bhajan troup and 
lwmkum carts on the third day are the celebrations. The 
story ofthedeity is recited on the fourth day. Procession 
of carts and offerings of ponga/i take place on the last 
day. It is being celebrated for the past 150 years and is 
confined to this and the neighbouring villages. Kammas 
are the chief patrons. About 1,000 devotees of all com
munities participate. Pujari i~ a Yadava. There are 
social-dinners and distribution of prasadam. 

A fair is held in this connection for a day inanarea 
of 25 cents which belong to the temple. It is being held 
for the past 30 years. Nearly 1,000 pilgrims of all com
munities - local and from the neigllbouring villages 
congregate. Shops are kept by the traders of Udaya
giri with foodstuffs and eatables. 

Source: Sri M. Malakondaialz. Village Level Worker, 
Panchayat Samithi Block 

27. Udayagiri, the headqua.rters of the taluk with 
the same name. is a road junction connecting Nellore. 
Sitharamapuram, Kavali, Badvel, Kanigiri, etc., and 
situated at a distance of 50 miles from Kavali Railway 
Station. Kondayapalem is the ancient name of the 
village. 
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Udayagiri is a place of considerable historical and 
archaeological importance and played an important role 
during the period of the Vijayanagar Empire and even 
earlier. It lies at the foot of a hill on which there is an 
ancient fort which is now in a ruined state. The hill is 
about 3,000 feet above the sea level. The hill fort is 
supposed to have been built by Langula Gajapathi. a 
Hindu King and appears to have been improved by his 
successors. 

"There was formerly a wall round this town, which 
has entirely disappeared. There are said to have been 360 
pagodas here, which were demolished by the Mohame
dans. They are supposed to have been founded about 500 
years ago (by 1873) in the days of Langulya Gajapathi". 1 

The fort, owing to the formation of the hills is 
almost impregnable. On most of its sides, the fort is 
inaccessible but it may be reached by a jungle track on 
the eastern face of the hill and by a pathway along the 
ravine on the northern side. The latter is provided 
with flights of steps which seem to have been in exi
stence from a very long time. The fort came under the 
sway of the Vijayanagar dynasty during the reign of 
Sri Krishna Devaraya and after the fall of the Vijaya
nagar empire it was taken possession of by Muhamma
dan Kings. The last holder of the fort was Abbas Ali 
Khan from whom it passed to the English in 1839 A.D. 
It is said that during Sri Krishna Devaraya's regime 
there was a big town here with a diameter of eight miles 
and after him it disintegrated into a small village leaving 
the traces of its old glory in a good number of ruined 
temples. On the hill there are two mosques built by 
the Muslim rulers. There are also ancient temples in 
the village. There are many archaeological ruins in 
the village which indicate that the place was once an 
extensive and populous town of great importance. 

The archaeological and historical ruins in and 
around Udayagiri and on the plateau abound in inscri
ptions. The earliest, viz., that of 147Q-71 tells us that 
a certain Timmaraya built Vishnu and Siva temples on 
the hill. He was the successor to Bukka 1(1352-76), 
the founder of the Vijayanagar empire. There is also 
another inscription of the same year which reveals that 
Timmaraya caused the town of Vijayawada to be built. 
A later inscription refers to the capture of Udayagiri by 
Sri Krishna Devara)'a in 1514 after a prolonged siege 
of one year and the defeat of Tirumala Ratnaraya, one 

. of the nobles or uncles of Prataparudra. It was appa
rently during the regime of Sri Krishna Devaraya that 

1. Nellore District Manual (Madras: 1873), p.426 
2. Nel/ore District Manual (Madras: 1873), p.427 

Udayagiri attained glory. Udayagiri seems to have been 
on the highway between the southern and the nothern 
extremities of the vast kingdom of Vijayanagar. Most 
of the inscriptions relate to the period of Sri Krishna 
Devaraya and after. 

The Udayagiri hill is noted for different medicinal 
herbs required for ayurvedic preparations. The local 
people therefore call this as the Sanjiva Hill. On the 
hill at a height of about 2,000 ft. there is a cool spot 
where water falls down in drops from a height of 20 ft. 
These water drops trickle down from the boulders per
ched above. The mere taste of this water is invigorat
ing and makes tired persons feel fresh and cool. This 
spot is called tapaka, which means oozing. 

The total popUlation of the village is 7,102 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus- Kamma, Vaisya, Kapu, Chakali, Mangali, etc.; 
Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 1,094 persons; 
Scheduled Tribes with 50 persons; Muslims and Chris· 
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, trade and other traditional occupations. 
Weaving, dyeing, pottery, bangle making and wood 
works are some of the important industries of this 
place. 

.. ......... There was an ancient temple, dedicated to 
Vishnu under the designation of Ranganaikuluswami. It 
was restored by one Velidanta Konati Timma Narsu, 
who also built several mantapams, etc.; but the temple 
is in ruins now, and is reported to have been in the same 
condition for the last 300 years. 

There are also to be seen the remains of another 
temple, dedicated to Vishnu, under the title of Venkate
swaraswami. It is not known when it was built but it was 
restored and received the additions of several towers and 
mantapams from one Chenchu Chetti. The pagoda fell 
entirely into ruin during the time of the Mahomedan rule. 
The stones of these old pagodas have, in recent times, 
been used largely for demarcation purposes. 

There is another ruined temple at the foot of the 
droog, originally dedicated to Vallaba Rao (Sri ValJabha
charya). 

The only temple in the village in which worship is now 
performed is dedicated to Anja Neyulu or Hanumanta 
the monkey god, built by Attavanam Jagannadha Rao 

. about twenty-five years ago in which the festival of nine 
nights is celebrated in the months of Aswayujamu and 
Chaitramu. It has some Bhatta-Vritti inams granted by 
Gangulavar Poligar and certain others, and monthly pay
ments are made for its support by the Cutcherry ser
vants".2 
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The temple of Lord Krishna situated on the sou
thern part of the village belongs to the Pallava type 
with the stupa on the top of the Garbhagudi (sanctum 
sanctorum) and with the prakarams enclosed by high 
walls. A hundred yards from it are the ruined com
pound walls with entrance gate, tower and an unfini
shed kalyanamantapam. The kalyanamantapam is a 
peculiar feature of the Vijayanagar type of temple archi
tecture. But the temple proper is an old construction 
which is the standing evidence of the fact that its great
ness dates back to the eleventh century.The frame work 
of the stupa is still in good condition though the images 
have all disappeared. The remains of the compound 
wall and the entrance gate which are of the Chola type 
indicare apparently the existence of another temple on 
whose site the kalyanamantapam was built. The man
tapam is a splendid type of architecture with finely 
carved pillars. 

The Ranganayaka temple is of the Chola type with 
two high walled enclosures (prakarams) with long corri
dors. The eastern gate which was probably started 
during the regime of Sri Krishna Devaraya is left un
finished. The kalyanamantapam and some other struc
tures are probably the later additions. The temple 
though large does not present any style of architectural 
importance. After the fall of Vijayanagar empire, the 
image of Ranganayaka is said to have been transferred 
to Ranganayaka temple of Nellore. 

There is one small temple (the Anjaneya temple) 
which is situated at the centre of the village and which 
contains some finely carved images of Vighneswara. 

There is another temple on the hilI, the Vallabha~ 
charya temple named after the constructor who W;.s 

apparently one of the Ministers or Governors of Sri 
Krishna Devaraya. There is a koneru (tank) by the 
side of the temple and the location is very picturesque. 

Besides the above temples, Rama temple, Gan
gamma temple in which there is an ant-hill at a distance 
of one furlong, mosques and churches are the places 
of worship in this village. On the top of the neigh
bouring hills there is a mosque, in which there are two 
Persian inscriptions referring to its construction in 
1600 A. D. by Shaik Hussain in the reign of Sultan 
Abdullah of Golconda and to the planning of a garden 
nearby. 

Gangamma Uthsavam is celebrated in Jaishtam 
(May-June) for 3 days. Installation of the deity on 
the first day, Aradhana on the second day and Tirunala 
on the third day are the functions of the festival. 
Devotees fulfil their vows. Cocoanuts and ponga/i are 

\ 

offered and animals are sacrificed to the deity. This 
ancient festival is confined to the nearby villages. Sri 
Manneti Papaiah, a Kapu, is the patron. About 2,500 
people-local and from the surrounding villages irres· 
pective of caste and creed congregate. Yadavas are 
the pujaris. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few local 
shops for the past 50 years. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated once in three years 
in Chaitram (March-April) for 3 days. An earthen 
image of the deity in female form is prepared and 
installed in a temporary shed. It is celebrated for the 
welfare of the village. Ghatam (pot) is taken out in 
procession with music. Devotees fulfil their vows. 
Animals are sacrificed to the deity~ This is of ancient 
origin but of local significance. Kammas and Kapus 
are the patrons. Local Hindus participate in it. Pujari 
is a Yadava. 

Abdul Khader Khan Saheb Urs is celebrated for a 
day in July in memory of the Muslim saint. This festi
val is confined to this and the nearby vill~ges. Nearly 
5,000 devotees of all communities local and from the 
neighbouring villages congregate. The local Wood 
Workers Society arranges an exhibition in this connec
tion. 

Source: 1. Statement of Fairs and Festivals fur
nished by the District Collector, Nellore 

2. Sri K. Venkata Subbaiah, Headmaster, 
Udayagiri 

3. Sri V. Malakondaiah, Village Level 
Worker, Udayagiri 

4. Places of Interest in Andhra Pradesh 
published by the Information alld Public 
Relations Department, Andhra Pradesh, 
Hyderabad 

28. Sunnamvaricbintala alias Tirumalanayuni
palle - Situated at a distance of 5 miles from Udaya
giri by walk and 65 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 351 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamma, Yadava, Chakali, 
etc.; Madiga Scheduled Caste with 3 persons; Schedu
led Tribes with 5 persons; and Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agricul ture and 
agricultural labour . 

Poleramma temple is the place of worship in th~ 
village. There is also Rama temple without images. 
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Rama image i~ brought from the neighbouring villages 
during uthsavam days. 

Nagur Meeraswamy Drs is celebrated for a day 
with no fixed date. The flags are taken out in pro..-:es
sion while the Madigas beat the drums after placing 
the flags in a selected spot. Eatables are distributed 
to children. This is being celebrated since the origin 
of the village and is of local significance. Local people 
of all communities participate in it. 

Sri Rama Uthsavam is celebrated twice a year, 
i. e., during Sankranti in January and Sri Rama 
Navami on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). 
The deity is t[.ken out in prolession in the night. Fruits, 
cocoanuts, etc., are offered to the diety. It is being 
celebrated since the origin of the village and is of local 
significance. All local communities participate. Sri 
Ala Ramiah, a Yadava of Irikilla gotram with here
ditary rights is the pujari. Eatables are distributed as 
prasadam. 

Earthen image of Poleramma is prepared during 
Her jatara. Carts decorated with coloured clothes are 
taken around the temple. He-buffaloes are sacrificed. 
Around 400 local people participate. Eatables are sold 
in the jatara. 

Source: Srj A. Jagannadha Rao, Teacher, Sunnam
l'arichintala 

29. Gudinarava - Situated at a distanceof6 miles 
from Udayagiri and 66 miles from Kavali Railway Sta" 
tion. 

The total population of the village is 320 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kapu, Rajaka, Yadava, Kuruva, GoIJa,etc.; 
Scheduled Castes with 98 persons; Yerukula, Yanadi 
Scheduled Tribes with 16 persons; Muslims and Chris
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

Ankalamma Tirunala is celebrated once in three 
years in Vaisakham (April-May). Animals are sacri
ficed. It is an ancient festival with local congregation. 
Only Hindus participate. Sri B. Polaiah, a Yada:va, is 
the pUjari. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Su
ddha Navami (March.April) for 5 days. Cocoanuts, cam
phor and pongali are offered to the deity. 

Source: Sri A. V. Seshaiah, Gudinarava 

30. Narrawada - Situated on the 36th milestone 
of Kanigiri-Badvel road at a distance of 12 miles from 
Udayagiri and 48 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 
It is said that this village was founded by Kammas 
about 500 years ago. It was under the Kalahasthi Za
mindars for a short period. 

The total population of the village is 3,231 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Kamma, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Reddi, 
Golla, Vadde, Chakali, Mangali, etc.; Madiga, Mala 
Slheduled Castes with 171 persons; Yanadi, Yerukula 
Scheduled Tribes with 6 persons; and Muslims. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture 
and other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple with his image, Siva temple with stone 
Sivalingam, Chennakesava temple, village deity Venga
mamba temple with her stone image, Janardhanaswamy 
temple with His stone image, Ankalamma temple, Pol
eramma temple, Bangaramma temple, Gangamma tem
ple, Peerla Chavidi, a mosque and a church are the 
places of worship in this village. 

Vengamamba Tirunala takes place for 5 days from 
the Sunday following Jaishta Suddha Purnima (May
June) in commemoration of Vengamamba, a chaste 
Kamma woman, who performed sari with her husband. 
For the first lhree days, uthsaVflffls are celebrated ordi
narily. But on the fourth and fifth days uthsavams 
are celebrated with much pomp and ceremony, display
ing fire works. Devotees fulfil their vows. Ornaments, 
money, cocoanuts and hair are offered to the deity. 
Carts load of pongali is offered on the fourth and fifth 
days. For the past four centuries this is being celebrated, 
and extends to the neighbouring two or three districts. 
Members of the 'Vemuri' family are the patrons. About 
50,000 devotl!es of all communities local and from the 
neighbouring two or three districts congregate there. 
Pujari is a Kamma of Patchava family. Nitya naived
yam (daily offering) is offered and akhanda deeparadhana 
(continuous burning of lamps) is maintained. On the 
last 2 days, there is freefeeding irrespective of caste and 
creed. There are choultries. Harikathas, bhajans, dis· 
play of fire works and merry-go-rounds are the items 
of entertainment. 

Naivedyam is offered and deeparadhana is perfor
med daily in Janardhanaswamy temple. Procession of 
the Lord is taken out on all common Hindu festivals. 
Vaighnasa Brahmins are the plljaris. 
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Chennakesavaswamy Tirunala was being celebrated 
for three days in Vaisakham (April-May). But, for the 
past 10 years this is not being celebrated. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 12 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Dwadasi (March-April) 
since the origin of the village. Village Purohit of Sri
vatsava gotram is the pujari. 

Once in 5 years Tirunala for the village deities is 
celebrated and animals are sacrificed. 

Source: 1. Sri J. Subbarayudu, Teacher Zilla Paris
had High School, Narrawada 

2. Sri T. Chennakesavula Naidu, Village 
MunsijJ, Narrawada 

3. Sri B. Radha Krishnaiah, Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad High School, Narrawada 

31. Utukur - Situated at a distance of one mile 
to the north of 34£th milestone of Kavali - Seethara
mapuram road, and 34 miles from Kavali Railway Sta
tion. It was ruled by Sri Krishna Devaraya and cer
tain relics of the history in the form of broken idols. 
etc., are found even now in the village tank. 

The total population of the village is 1,386 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu, Balija, Yadava, Maugali, 
Chakali, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 364 
persons; Yerukula, Yanadi Scheduled Tribes with 39 
persons; Muslims and Christians The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, sheep rearing and other traditional occupations. 

Venkateswara temple with His image, Rama mandir 
with His image, Poleramma temple and Adavi Perantalu 
temple with Her 3 feet high wooden image are the pla
ces of worship in this village. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated once in three years 
accoring to the convenience of the villagers and when 
cattle diseases prevail in the village. Fowls, goats and a 
buffalo are sacrificed to the deity. Intoxicants are 
used. It is an ancient festival and of local 
significance. Only local Hindus participate. Pujari is 
a Kummari with hereditary rights. This is also celebra
ted once in 3 years according to the convenience of the 
villagers. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 3 days on Cllai
.tra Suddha Na~'ami,Dasamiand Ekadasi (March-April). 

Adavi Perantalu Tirum.la is also celebrated once 
in 3 years. 

Source: Sri G. Kotaiah, Teacher, Utukur 

32. Vinjamur - Situated at a distance of 19 miles 
to the east of Udayagiri and 30 miles to the west of 
Kavali. 

The total population of the village is 7,115 and it 
is made up of the following communities; Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu, Sale, Vadde, etc., 
Madiga. Mala Scheduled Castes with 871 persons; 
Scheduled Tribes (208); and Dudekula Muslims. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

The. temples of Chennakeswaraswamy, Chandra
sekharaswamy, Rama and Siva and a mosque are the 
places of worship. The self-manifested stone image of 
the Lord is being worshipped in Chennakeswaraswamy 
temple. There are Garbhagudi, Koneru, Bharathaman
dapam, Devuni mandapam, Yagnasala, Alankarasala, 
Vahanasala, Archakasala, a school, Trustee's Office, 
Paricharakasala, Udayaveera temple, Alwar'stemple, 
and rathavahanam (car) in the enclosure of this te,nple. 
Two centuries back, Lord Chennakeswara appeared in 
the dream of Madduri Papireddy and asked him to cut 
the wild bushes which were covering His self-manifes
ted image. Accordingly Papireddy cut the bushes and 
brought out the image. Since then the festival is being 
celebrated. 

Chennakeswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is celebra
ted for 9 days from Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula 
Chavithi (March-April). Ankurarpana, Dhwajaro
hanam, Ponnamanu seva, Hanumantha seva, Garuda 
seva, Kalaynam, Rathothsavam (car festival), Vasantho· 
thsavam and Ekantha seva are celebrated from Ekadasi 
to Chavithi in order. Fruits and camphor are offered. 
Offering naivedyam after puja is the common domestic 
observance. It is being celebrated for the past one 
century and is confined to the neighbouring vilbges 
within a radius of 5 miles. A Vaisya is the trustee. 
All communities-local and from the nearby villages 
participate. A Brahmin is the pujari. 

A fair is held near the temple during the iast 2 dclyS 
of the festival. A few shops are kept in this conne.::
tion by the traders of neighbouring villages who sell 
eatables, mirrors, combs, etc. The pilgrims stay 1;1 

their relahves' houses. 

Sri Chandrasekharaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated 
during Sivaratri, i. e., Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (Ja
nuary-February). 
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Ganga Jatara is celebrated once in 5 or 6 years. 
Pujari is a Yadava. The expenditure is shared by the 
people of this and the nearby 9 villages. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated by the Hindus on 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Vadapappu and 
panakam are distributed to the devotees. 

Source: 1. Sri P. Kameswara Rao, Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad High School, Vinjamur 

2. Sri Sayyad Jeelani Basha, V. L. W., 
Vinjamur 

33. Yerukollu - Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
from Brahmeswaram on Kavali-Udayagiri road, 13 
miles from Udayagiri and 41 miles from Kavali Railway 
Station. As a small stream flows by the side of this 
village, it got the name Yerukollu (Yeru means 
stream). 

The total population of the village is 1,046 and it 
is multi-ethnic in composition consisting of Caste 
Hindus; 171 Scheduled Castes' people and 24 persons 
of Scheduled Tribes. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Poleramma temple with Her image in the form of 
Shakthi, Sree Rama temple, Bangaramma temple and 
Mathamma temple are the places of worship in this 
village. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for two days in Sra
vanam (July-August) with no fixed date. Fowls, goats, 
sheep and he-buffaloes are sacrificed. It is an ancient 
festival of local significance. ChejerJa Konda Reddy, 
Dhanala Polaiah and Pachcha Pullaiah are the patrons. 
Only local Hindus participate. Chevela Ramaiah and 
Chalamaiah of Golla community belonging to Komerla 
got ram are the pujaris with hereditary rights. Prasadam 
is distribu ted to all. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Coconuts are 
offered. Jagaram, fasting, feasting and river bath are 
observed domesticallY during Sivaratri on Magha 
Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February). 

Source: Sri A. Chenchu Reddy. Teacher, Panchayat 
SamithlBlementary School. Yerukollu 

34. Brahmeswaram - Situated at a distance of 
11 miles from Udayagiri and 39 miles from Kavali 

Railway Station. This village was constructed by Brah
maiah. a yiswabrahmin and so it got the name Brah
meswaram. , , 

The total population of the village is 504 and it is 
made up of Viswabrahmin, Kapu (Reddy) and Yadava 
com:nunities of caste HindulI; Mala Scheduled Caste 
with 103 persons; Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture and 
agricultural labour. 

Patitamma temple with Her image in female form, 
Sri Rama temple with His picture and Poleramma 
temple with stones are the places of worship in the 
Village. An enclosure is built around a tree in the name 
of Nagur Meeraswamy. 

Patitamma Tirunala is celebrated for 3 days in 
Jaishtam (May-June). Animals are sacrificed to the 
deity. It is an ancient festival and is confined to the 
people of this village and YerukolJu. The village ryots 
are the patrons and all Hindu communities irrespective 
of caste or creed participate in it. Sri Meesala Peda 
Narasaiah of Yadava community is the pujari with 
hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Fruits and 
cocoanuts are offered. Smt. Gundra Lakshmamma, a 
Muthracha with hereditary rights is the pujari. 

Poleramma Tirunala is celebrated in Sravanam 
(July-August) with no fixed date. Meesala Narasaiah 
is the pujari. 

Source: Sri P. Venkata Seshaiah, Teacher, Brahmes
waram 

35. Duttalur - Situated at a distance of 7 miles 
from Udayagiri and 42 miles from Kavali Railway 
Station. 

The total population of the village is 3,696 and it is 
made up of the fOllowing communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Mangali, Kapu, etc.; 
Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 586 persons; 
Yerukala, Yanadi Scheduled Tribes with 71 persons; 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupatiom. 

Rama temple with His picture is the place of 
worship. Poleramma, Ankalamma <lnd PatitamIDaare 
being worshipped in the form of stones. 
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Poleramma Tirunala is celebrated for a day in 
Phalgunam (February-March). Fowls, goats and he
buffaloes are sacrificed. It is an ancient festival of 
local significance. The deity owns certain inam lands. 
All local Hindu communities participate in it. Pujari 
is Kummari. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for two days in 
Chaitram (March-April). Patitamma Tirunala is cele
brated for 4 days in Ashadham (June-July) and Anka
lamma Tirunala is celebrated for a day in Magham 
(January-February). 

The same festivals are celebrated in its hamlets 
Kammavaripalem and Lakshmipuram. Patitamma 
Tirunala is celebrated for a day in Lakshmipuram by 
the Hindus on Jaishta Suddha Purnima (May-June). 

Source: 1. Sri Ch. Jaya Ramaiah, V. L. W., Appa
samudram 

2. Sri V. Venkatasubbaiah, Teacher, Katta
kindapaUe 

3. Sri B. Satyanarayana, Teacher, Duttalur 

36 Mandallapalle - Situated at a distance of 9 
miles from Udayagiri via Duttaluru and 42 miles from 
Kavali Railway Station. At first this village got the 
name 'Nandyalapalle' because of the deity Nandya
lamma, but later on it was corrupted into Mandalla
palle gradually. 

The total population of the village is 248 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Golla, Bhatraju, etc.; Madiga 
Scheduled Castes with 47 persons; Scheduled Tribes 
with 32 persons; Dudekula Muslims and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture and agricultural labour. 

Nandyalamma temple with Her stone image is the 
place of worship in this village. 

Nandyalamma Tirunala is celebrated for 2 days in 
Vaisakham (April-May). Fowls, goats and he-buffa
loes are sacrificed. It is an ancient festival of local 
significance. All Hindu communities participate. Golla 
Basavaiah is the pujari enjoying manyam land. 

Sri Rama N~vami in Chaitram (March-April) for 
two days and Grama Jatara in Phalgunam (February
March) for two days are the other festivals of the 
village. 

Source: Sri Ch. Jaya Ramaiah, V. L. W., Appasamu
dram 

37. Appasamudram - Situated at a distance of 7 
miles from Udayagiri via Dasaripalle and 47 miles 
from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 2,372 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kapu, Balija, Golla, 
Chakali, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 168 
persons; Scheduled Tribes with 31 persons; Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Ankalamma and Mahalakshmamma temples with 
stone images and Rama temple with a picture are the 
places of worship in this village. 

Ankalamma and Mahalakshmamma TirunaJas are 
celebrated for 2 days in Vaisakham (April-May). Devo
tees fulfil their vows. Fowls, goats and he-buffaloes 
are sacrificed and cocoanuts are offered. It is an an
cient festival of local significance. All local communi
ties participate. Sri Banka Nagaiah, a Golla and 
Daggupati Sivaramaiah, a Kumm:lri are the pujaris 
enjoying inam lands. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April). 

Source: 1. Sri C. Penchuliah, Headmaster, Elemen
tary School, Appasamudram 

2. SriCh. Jaya Ramaiah, V. L. W., Appa
samudram 

38. Kampasamudram is in the Veligonda area at 
a distance of 2 miles from Kanigiri road, 15 miles from 
Udayagiri and 52 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 
It got the name 'Kampasamudram' as it was construc
ted by Kampadu, a Yadava. 

The total population of the village is 1,380 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Muthracha, Reddi 
(Kapu), Balija, Yadava, Kummari, Vadde, etc.; Sche
duled Castes with 100 persons; Yanadi Scheduled Tribe 
with 13 persons; Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple with His stone image in human form, 
Krishna temple with His stone image, Adavi Perantalu 
temple with Her stone image and Peerla Chavidi Bre 
the places of worship. Poleramma is being worshipped 
in the form of a stone image. Krishna temple is one 
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mile away from the village on the outskirts. The legend 
states that while Sri Pachartapudi Lakshmaiah was 
cultivating his land, four images - onc of Krishna, two 
of Nandi and the other of Anjaneya were found. As 
tbey dug deeper, they found atemple in the dilapidated 
condition which is belived to have been constructed 
during the time of Sri Krishna Devaraya. A temple 
was constructed by Sri Lakshmaiah in the same place 
and be is t~ pujari. 

Sri Krishnashtami is celebrated for 3 days from 
Sravana Bahula A.shtami to Dasami (July-August). De
coration of houses. fasting, feasting and jagaram are 
observed. Cocoanuts and naivedyam are offered. It is 
an ancient festival confined to this village and a few 
neighbouring villages. About 5,000 devotees of all 
communities participate. Pujari is a Brahmin with 
hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) with a congre
ration of nearly 5,000 people - local and from the sur
rounding villages. 

Adavi Perantalu Uthsavam is celebrated for 3 days 
commencing from Sravana Suddha Navami (July
August) with a congregation of about 2,000 people. 

An earthen image is prepared and Poleramma Ja
tara is celebrated for 9 days in Chaitram (Marcli-April). 
Fowls and sheep are sacrificed. 

Source: 1. Sri K. Penchalaiah, V. L. W., Kampasa
mudram 

2. Sri N. Venkata Narayanareddy, Village 
Munsiff, Kampasamudram 

3. Sri N. Mala Kondareddy, Kampasamu
dram 

4. Srj N. V.Ramireddy, Teacher, Kampasa
mudram 

39. Singanapalle - Situated at a distance of one 
mile to the east of Kanigiri-Badvel road, 18 miles from 
Udayagiri and 57 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,135 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Kapu, Balija, Yadava, Kummari, Boya, Mu
thracha, Mangali, etc'.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes 
with 190 persons; Yerukula. Yanadi Scheduled Tribes 
with 35 persons; and Muslims. The chief means of live
Hhood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Village deity Mahalakshmamma temple with Her 
image and Sri Rama temple with His image are the 
places of worship in this village. 

Mahalakshmamma Jatara is celebrated for three 
days generally from a Friday to Sunday accordIng to 
the convenience of the villagers. On Friday morning, 
nine persons observing fast bring fuel from the forest 
and prepare a fine pit in the evening. Bringing the 
Mahalakshmamma kalasam they jump hither and thi
ther in the fire while music is played on. Then pro
cession is held in the village. On Sunday night, on the 
northern boundary, an earthen image' of the deity is pre
pared and left at the southern boundary, while Manga
lis (barbers), Asadis, Pambalas and Byneedis play music 
in the procession. During the procession, fowls, he
buffaloes and rams are sacrificed to the deity. Local 
people of all communities congregate. 

Ankalamma Aradhana is celebrated on a conveni
ent Saturday by the villagers. At 4 O'clock in the 
morning on Saturday, the image of Ankalamma is in
stalled in a temple to the south. In the evening pongaJi 
is carried on carts to the temple and offered to the deity. 
Cocoanuts, salibindi (rice flour paste mixed with sugar), 
nanubalu and naivedyam are offered and he-buffaloes, 
he-goats and fowls are sacrificed. Afterwards the deity 
is left on the boundary of the village. On Tuesday night 
on the southern boundary Shakthimuggu is drawn and 
an earthen ·image decorated with turmeric and vermi
lion in the name of Shakthi is left on the village boun
daries at day-break after sacrificing he-buffaloes, he
goats and limes. On Wednesday night an earthen 
image of Ankalamma prepared in the Kummari's 
house, decorated with turmeric and vermilion is insta
lled in a temporary pandal constructed for the occasion 
in the middle of the street. Early in the morning, a 
he-buffalo is sacrificed; a burning lamp is kept on its 
head and its guts are tied around the neck and waist of 
the person who is to scatter the bali kudu. The person 
wearing the guts carries the winnow with blood mixed 
rice (bali kudu) and scatters it around the village while 
the youngmen follow him with javelins, staffs and 
swords. In the evening, carts load of ponga/i and nanu
balu (soaked rice) are offered as naivedyam. He-buffa
loes, rams and fowls are sacrificed and the deity is left 
at the boundary. Local people congregate. 

Source: Srj R. Venkata Reddy, Karnam, Singana
palle 

40. Chunchulur - Situated at a distance of 1-3/8 
miles to the south of the 56th milestone on Nellore-
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Bombay road, 35 miles from Udayagiri and 86 miles 
from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,515 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju), Muthracha, 
Kapu, Balija, Yadava, Boya, etc.; Madiga, Mala She
duled Castes with 337 persons; Scheduled Tribes with 
21 persons; Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

A temple of Siva is the only place of worship in 
this village. 

Nakkabinde Sivaratri is celebrated for two days on 
Magha Bahula Chaturdasi and Amavasya (January
February). The devotees proceed to Nakkabinde a 
valley in Veligonda hills about 2 miles away from the 
village and observe jagaram and fasting on the first 
day. They offer maha naivedyam to Siva on the second 
day, take their meals with pastries at noon. There the 
devotees have a social dinner with a variety of dishes 
and return home in the evening. Plantains, cocoanuts 
and dakshina are offered. It is being celebrated for 
the past 30 years and is of local significance. Sri 
Vemana Chanchaiah patronizes the festival. All com
munities participate. A Viswabrahmin is the pujari. 
There is free feeding. 

Source: Sri E. Rama Murthy, Headmaster, Samithi 
Elementary School. Chunchulur 

41. Pallavolu-Situated at a distance of 20 miles 
from Udayagiri. 1:'here are no proper communication 
facilities. When cows were in large numbers in this 
village in ancient times, it got the name 'Pallavulu' 
(palla means white and avulu means cows) and gradu
ally it was corrupted into Pallavolu. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,419 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Kamma, Kapu, Yadava, etc.; Madiga Scheduled 
Caste with 243 persons; Yerukula, Yanadi Scheduled 
Tribes with 56 persons; and Muslims. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Ankamma. Poleramma, Eluramma 
and Sri Rama are the places of worship in this village. 
The images of the deities Eluramma, Ankamma, Pole
ramma, Pothuraju, Adi Shakthi, Muthyalamma, Rachur 
Peddamma, Kanaka Durgamma, Mallem Kondaiah 
and Gangamma .are in the human form. 

Gramadevatala Jatara is celebrated when cattle 
diseases are prevalent in the village to ward them off 
and to increase the yield of the crops. The images of 
the village deities are prepared with clay and broken on 
the outskirts on the last day of the jatara. latara is 
celebrated generally once in 3 or 6 years for 9 days in 
Chaitram (March-April) or Vaisakham (April-May) or 
Jaishtam (May-June) according to the convenience of 
of the villagers. Fowls. goats and sheep are sacrificed. 
Offerings of pongali and naivedyam, fasting, jagaram, 
river bath and oil bath are the common domestic ob
servances. It is being celebrated even from times 
immemorial and is extended to the neighbouring villa
ges also. Yadavas and Kapus are the par tons with 
hereditary rights. Only Hindus participate. Pujaris 
are Pedda Kapu and Achari Kapu with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Thikkavaram hamlet of Pallavolu is situated at a 
distance of 3 miles from Nellore-Bombay road and 23 
miles to the south of Udayagiri. 

Sri Rama temple with His image in human form 
and Maremma temple with Her im.lge carved on a stone 
in human form are the places of worship in this Village. 
Village deities Ankamma and Poleramma are also wor
shipped in the form of stones under trees. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami to Bahula Vidiya (March
April). KalJlanam on Purnima and vasantham on Pa
dyami are celebrated. Cocoanuts, vadapappu and jag~ 
gery are offered. Naivedyam is offered domestically. 
It is an ancient festival of local significance. Local 
Hindus participate in it. 

Poleramma and Ankamma Jataras are celebrated 
when epidemics prevail in the village. The carts and 
cattle are decorated with colours and taken round the 
temple. Intoxicants are consumed during the Jatara. 

In difficult days, Harijans reserve corbans in the 
name of Penchalaiah. During Penchalaiah Tirunala 
which is celebrated on a hill, they go there and offer 
corbans, hair, etc. They collect house to house dona .. 
tions by carrying Penchalaiah godugulu (umbrellas). 

Source: 1. Sri S. Venkataswamy Naidu, Teacher, 
Pallavolu 

2. Sri P. Audiseshaiah, Teacher, P~ S. W. 
School, Thikkavaram 

42. AIJampadu - Situated ata distance of 2 miles 
from Nellore-Bombay road, 20 miles to the south of 
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Udayagiri, 51 miles from Nellore Railway Station and 
74 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 2,477 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus~ 
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Muthracha, Kapu, Balija, 
Golla, Vadde, Boya, Mangali, Sathani, etc.; Madiga. 
Mala Scheduled Castes with 380 persons; Scheduled 
Tribes with 52 persons; and Muslims. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Poleramma temple, Ankamma temple and Sri 
Rama temple are the places of worship in the village. 

Gramadevathala Jataras are celebrated in Vaisa
kham (April-May) or Jaishtam (May-June). Fowls 
and goats are sacrificed to the deity. Carts are deco
rated with coloured sarees and taken round the temple. 
Intoxicants are used as a custom. It is of ancient origin 
and of local significance. All communities participate. 
Gollas and Kummaris are the pujaris with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Fasting and jagaram are observed during Sil'aratri, 
Ekadasi and Nagula Chavi/hi. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chai/ra Suddha Navami to Bahula Vidiya (March
April). Garudaseva on Purnima, kalyanam on Padyami 
and vasanthothsavam on Vidiya are celebrated. Cocoa
nuts and vadapappu are offered. A Brahmin of Bha
radwaja go/ram is the plljari with hereditary rights. 

The same festivals are observed in Marripadu, 
hamlet of this village. 

Source: 1. Sri P. Venkata Subbarao, AUampadu 

2. Sri M. Govindappa Naidu, Village Mun
sijJ, Allampadu 

43. Cbinamacbanur - Situated on Nellore
Seetharamapuram road at a distance of 11 miles from 
Udayagiri and 50 miles from Nellore Railway Station. 

Anjaneyaswamy temple with His image and Peerla 
Chavidi are the places of worship in this village. 

Anjaneyaswamy festival is celebrated for 5 or 9 
days from Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) 
according to their convenience. Cocoanuts are offered. 
It is an ancient festival and is of local significance. The 
villagers are the patrons. All local communities partici
pate. A Brahmin is the pujari and he worships only 

during festival days. Vadapappu and jaggery are distri. 
buted as prasadam. 

Source: Sri C. V. Subbaiah, Teacher, Chinamachanur 

44. Nagarajupadu - Situated at a distance of 2 
furlongs from Nellore-Seetharamapuram road, 11 miles 
from Udayagiri and 50 miles from NeHore Railway 
Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 840 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Reddi, Kamma, Ku
mmari, Chakali, Yadava, Muthracha, etc.; and Madiga, 
Mala Scheduled Castes with 172 persons. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with His image in human form, 
Thimmaiahswamy temple with silver umbrella and 
sword, and Poleramma temple with Her image in the 
form of Shakthi are the places of worship in this village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for five days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami to Triodasi (March-April). 
Vadapappu, panakam and cocoanuts are offered. It is 
an ancient festival of local significance. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated on a day decided 
by the village elders. Fowls, goats, sheep and he-buffa
loes are sacrificed. It is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. The villagers are the patrons. All com
munities participate. A Kummari performs the puja 
until the deity is left on the outskirts of the village. He 
enjoys inam lands. From the past 40 years, this is not 
being celebrated. 

Thimmaiahswamy Tirunala is also celebrated with 
no fixed date. 

Source: Sri Chejerla Subbaramaiah, Karnam, Nagara. 
jupadu 

45. Jangalapalle, hamlet of Bhyravaram - Situa
ted at a distance of 2 miles to the east of Chinamacha-
nur. 

The total population of the village (main village+ 
hamlet) is 1,869 and it is made up of the following com
munities: Caste Hindus - Viswabrabmin, Vaisya, To
gata, Reddi, Chakali, Golla, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
with 322 persons; Yerukula, Yanadi Scheduled Tribes 
with 37 persons; and Dudekula Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, aid-



UDAYAGIRI TALUK 101 

cultural labour, weaving and other traditional occupa
tions. 

Sri Rama temple with His image in human form, 
Chowdamma, Poleramma and Ankamma temples with 
their images in the form of Shakthi are the places of 
worship in the village. 

Gramadevatala Jatara is celebrated for one day to 
Chowdamma, 3 days to Poleramma and 1 day to An
kamma in Vaisakham (April-May). He-buffaloes and 
fowls are sacrificed. It is of ancient origin and of local si
gnificance. Annapureddy Peddaiah and Bandi Ramaiah, 
Togatas are the pujaris to Poleramma and Chowdamma 
respectively, with hereditary rights. Prasadam is dis
tribured to all. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 10 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March- April). 

Source: Sri C. Thirupaiah, Teacher, Panchayat Sam i
thi Elementary School, Bhyravaram 

46. Nallagonda - Situated at a distance of 15 mi
les from Udayagiri and 40 miles from Kavali Railway 
Station. As a black hill is very close to this village, it 
is called 'Nallagonda' (nalla means black and konda 
means hill). 

The total population of the village is 1,102 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Reddy, Golla., etc.; 
Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 66 persons, etc.; 
Scheduld Tribes (8). The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

"On the top of a hill is a temple to Narasimhaswami. 
a name of Vishnu, and this is said to be one of the nine 
celebrated temples of this divinity known as Neva Nara
simhulu. This shrine is said to have been consecrated by 
Janame Jayudu. It was endowed by the State with a 
Khandriga of 205 acres, and has, also, inam lands in the 

1. Nellore District Manual (Madras: 1873), pp. 425-426 

villages of Malia konda, Duttalur, Byravaram and Sank a
varam and annual cash payments of a rupee or two from 
certain villages, now only silt in number. The annual fe
stival is celebrated in the Telugu month of Vaisakham 
(May), and also others of less importance. In a grotto on 
the hill there is a )jngam (emblem of Shiva) called Gandi 
Malleswaraswami, which is endowed with inams in the vill
ages ofNaIlakonda and Sankavaram. The lingam is ba
thed on every Monday of the month of Kartikamu, as 
also on Shivaratri, and oblations are then made. At the 
foot of the same hill there is also a temple of Anjaneyulu 
which has no inam. Food is offered at this shrine only 
after being presented to the deity at the top of the hill. 
In the village itself there is a temple of Govindarazulu, 
but it has no images or festivals. There is also in the 
village a stone manta pam, in which the image of Vighne
swara is located with a stone bull, called Nandi, by its side. 
No worship is performed here. The temples are all man
aged by the villagers." 1 

Now, Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy temple on the
hill with His image in the form of Narasimha (Man
lion) is the only place of worship in this village. There 
is a stone inscription in the village. 

Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Brahmothsavam is cele
brated for 8 days from Vaisakha Suddha Triodasi to 
Bahula Panchami (April-May). Ankurarpana (commen
cement) on the first day, dhwaJarohanam on Chaturdasi, 
Hanumanthothsavam on Purnima, garudaseva on Pa.., 
dyami, akshatorpana on Vidiya, alakadopu on Tadiya, 
yera on Chavithi and vasanthothsavam on Panchami 
are celebrated. Vows are fulfilled and fasting is obser
ved on the day of garudothsavam, i. e., on Padyami. It 
is being celebrated for the past 1,000 years and is of local 
significance. Kapus and Kammas are the trustees and 
the inam lands are taken over by the Endowment Board. 
All communities participate. A Vaishnavite Brahmin 
is the pujari. 

A few shops are kept with eatables, foodstuffs, 
photos, clothes, agricultural implements and toys. 
Salesmen come from Udayagiri, Vinjamur and Nan
davaram within a radius of 15 miles. Dramas provide 
entertainment. There is free feeding for 3 days. 

Source: Sri D. Venkataiah, Teacher, Nallagonda 
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Section VIII 

KANIGIRI TALUK 

Kanigiri - It is the taluk headquarters of the 
~same name and the nearest railway station, 

Singarayakonda is at a distance of 38 miles. 

The name Kanigiri means golden hill. The full 
name is 'Kanakagiri Vijaya Martanda Durgam'. 

"This taluk was formerly designated the Durgam 
Samasthanam from the remarkable hill or droog in the 
neighbourhood of Kanigiri. It was also called the Durga
suma and later MareJlasuma. The droog presents a striking 
feature in the landscape for many miles round. On its 
summit is a level table-ground of about a square mile, 
where, tradition says, a town once stood. The hill was 
fortified, and wasa place of great strength. The remains 
of some of the batteries still exist. 

According to local tradition Kanigiri was taken 
about the tenth century by Kaketa Rudrudu, ofthe Gaza
patti family, who had the seat of their government at 
Cuttack. This dynasty is said to have held this part of the 
country, both Udayagiri and Kanigiri for some 400 years. 
The fame of Kaketa Rudrudu is connected with his force 
of archers, handed down as 900,000 in number. His son, 
Pratapa Rudrudu, is said to have built the town ofKani
giri, and to have fortified,the droog, placing a stong force 
there for its defence. Pratapa Rudrudu is reported to 
have been a profound Sanskrit scholar and to have com
posed several works in that language, both in literature 
and law. He was taken prisoner, it is said, by the Empe
ror of Delhi, but obtained his release by the exertions of 
his minister Yugandharudu. The son ofPratapa Rudrudu, 
Purushottama Rudrudu, is said to have been a brave sol
dier and a wise ruler. His son again, Vira Rudrudu, is 
represented as a prince of effeminate character, and, though 
a great scholar and patron of literature, to have been the 
last sovereign of his race who held power in this district. 
The story of his downfall is thus told: Towards the close 
of the fifteenth century, Krishna Devarayulu, described 
as Rajah of Chandragiri, sought in marriaae the daughter 
of Vira Rudrudu. As Krishna Devarayulu was the son 
of a concubine, Vira Rudrudu did not approve of the 
alliance; but, instead of openly rejecting the royal suitor, 
he invited him to his palace, pretending that he de
sired to make the acquaintance of the prince, intending 
at the same time treacherously to take his life. The minis
ter of Krishna Devarayulu, however, suspected the plot 
and warned his master, who agreed to adopt a stratagem. 
The minister came to the Court of Vira Rudrudu disguised 
as the king, and the king as one of the attendants. His 
disguise was, however, discovered by means of a ring 
which he wore, and Krishna Devarayulu, a man destined 

1. Nellore District Manllal (Madras: 1873), pp. 431-433 

hereafter to be so celebrated in Hindu annals, narrowly 
escaped with his life. He collected his forces without 
delay and invaded the territories of Vira Rudrudu, taking 
fort after fort and town after town and at last dri
ving the latter to take refuge in the fastnesses of the 
Vindhya hills. Thus Kanigiri came into the possession of 
Krishna Devarayulu. After his death Kanigiri was occu
pied by the Mahammedan power, which had its seat at 
Golcondah, and the affairs of the taluk were administered 
for about forty years by a stallakaranam, of the name of 
DulipalJi Kasupati Rao. After him Bachali Vira Ven
kanna and Sitaramanna were for sometime joint stall a
karanams. They are reputed to have built the fort at 
Gogulapalli, and to have made that place their residence. 
They were succeeded by their grandsons Pedda Papanah 
and Timmaraju; but there appear to have been dissen
sions in their family, and probably they attempted to be
come independent of the Mahomedan power, for we find 
Jupalli Lakshmana Rao, Desmukh of Udayagiri, suppor
ted by the Nizam, in invading Kanigiri. He succeeded 
in taking the hill fort, and held it for some years. The 
dispossessed rulers applied for aid to the Rajahs of Ven
katagiri and Kalastri, but their prayers were rejected. 
When they appear to have turned to a powerful Reddy 
of Wiyalavada in the Cuddapah District. Dreading the 
result of this Reddy's interference, the Rajah ofVenkata
giri changed his mind, and, sending for the dispossessed 
rulers of Kanigiri. agreed to ad vance them pagodas 
12,000 to enable them to raise a force to recover their 
lost territory, the money to be repaid in five years. The 
Rajah of Venkatagiri then laid siege to Kanigiri and 
Jupalli Lakshmana Rao was reduced to terms and al
lowed to retire. Bachali Pedda Papanna and Timmarazu 
were accordingly restored to power; but, as they were un
able to repay the Rajah of Venkatagiri the amount of the 
loan within the prescribed period, he occupied the taluk 
and held it for some time. 

In the eighteenth century Hyder Ali, of Mysore, in
vaded the Nizam's dominions and took possession of the 
Kanigiri Taluk, destroying the town and fort of Kanigiri. 
On the defeat of Tippu Sahib, this taJuk reverted to the 
Nizam, who afterwards gave it to the English with the 
Ceded Districts. Under the British the tal uk of Kanigiri 
was first attached to the Cuddapah District, then transfer
red to Kurnool and finally made part of the Nellore 
District. There is an ancient temple here, dedicated to 
Siva, under the designation of Martandeswaraswami. 
Tradition reports that it was built by Markandeyulu 
Muni. There are no stall a puraoams".1 

The total population of the town is 9,529 and it is 
multi-ethnic in composition representing the Hindu 
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Castes - Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Balija, etc.; Schedu
led Castes (464); Scheduled Tribes (223); and Christains. 
Agriculture, business, labour and Government service 
are the chief means of livelihood of the local people. 

The temples of Vijaya Martandeswaraswamy on a 
hill top, Rama, Kanyakaparameswari, Siva, Anjaneya 
and Ankalamma, the village deity and a church are 
the places of worship, in this town. 

Sivaratri during Magham (February-March) in the 
Martandeswaraswamy temple, Devi Navaratrulu in the 
temple of Kanyakaparameswari from Asviyuja Suddha 
Padyami to Dasami for 10 days (October-November) 
and Sri Rama Navami in Chaitram (March-April) in 
the Rama temple are celebrated by the local Hindus. 
Sivaratri and Sri Rama Navami are being celebrated 
since the inception of the vilJage whereas Dasara, i.e., 
worship of Kanyakaparameswari is being celebrated 
since 1931 by Hindus only. Sivaratri, Sri Rama Navami 
and Dasara are celebrated for 2, 9' and 10 days respec
tively. Puja in all the temples and bhajan on the festi
val days are performed. On the day of Dasara festival 
poor feeding and feeding the Brahmins, etc., are also 
done. Naivedyam is offered to Gods. There is no 
animal sacrifice. 

Special pandals are erected on the occasion of 
Dasara and Sri Rama Navami festivalil. And local 
people stage some dramas also on these feslival days. 
Fasting and feasting are the household observances. 
Bommalakolupu, i. e., display of toys of various kinds 
is a regular feature in every Hindu house during Dasara 
festival. 

Brahmin and Reddy families are patrons to Siva 
temple. Local Vaisyas are the patrons of the Kanyaka
parameswari temple and the pujaris are Brahmins in all 
temples, except in Ankalamma's temple. All Hindu 
castes take part in all the festivals. 

Source: Sri Kota Subrahmanra Sastry (Kota Sodara 
Kavulu) Telugu Pandi/, Z.P. Secondary High 
School, Kanigiri 

2. China Gollapalle - Situated at a distance of 
13 miles from Kanigiri, 3 miles by footpath from the 
10th milestone on Kanigiri-Kambham road. 

The total population of the village is 135 and 'it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Vaisya, Reddy, Chakali, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (6); and 
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agricul ture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy temple with His image 
in human form is the only place of worship in this 
village. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated for 
5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April-May). 
Besides this, Hanumanthothsavam on Jaishta Bahula 
Padyami (May-June), Chakravari pongallu and Garu· 
dothsavam on Vidiya, Gajothsavam and Mahaveeraseva 
on Tadiya, Vasanthothsavam and Kanpakali on Chavi/hi 
and Ekanthaseva on Panchami are also celebra
ted. The devotees worship the deity with leaves in ful
filment of their vows, offer hair, pongali, vadapappu 
and panakam. Devotees come to the temple in decora
ted carts drawn by decorated bulls and go round the 
temple with the decorated carts to fulfil their vows. 
Fasting, feasting and jagaram are observed by the devo
tees. This festival is being celebrated for the past 500 
years. About 5 to 6 thousand devotees, local and 
from the neighbouring villages congregate. Sri Sani
kommu Chenna Reddy is the hereditary trustee. Pujari, 
Sri Sripathi Purushothamacharyulu, is a Vaishnava 
with hereditary rights. There is free feeding to Vaisyas 
during the festival. 

Eatables are sold in small shops erected for the 
festival occasion. On Tadiya, i. e.) during Mahaveera
seva the fasting youngsters of Vaisya community fight 
with sharp edged swords without hurting anybody. 
This is an entertainment to the visitors. On Chavithi 
the devotees roll on the fence without any injury. This 
is believed to be by the grace of God. 

Source: Sri Sanikommu Chenna Reddy, Munsijf, 
China Gollapalle " 

3. Rlillapalle, hamlet of Pulikuntarallllpalle
Situated to the west of Kanigiri at a distance of 7 miles 
from Veligondla and 20 miles from Kanigiri. 

The total population of the village is 1,325 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus- Reddy, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes (68); 
Scheduled Tribes (62); and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temple of Gunti Gurunadhaswamy on a near
by hillock (the idol represented in a stone) is the place 
of worship in this village. 

Gunti Gurunadhaswamy festival is celebrated 
for a day on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March
April). A procession is held on the night of Phalguna 
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Bahula Amavasya (February-March) 'in the village. 
• Next morning the devotees go up to the hill on deco
rated carts and offer pongali to the deity in fulfilment 
of their vows. Animals are sacrificed. This festival 
is being celebrated from ancient times and is confined 
to this and nearby villages. Pujari is a Yadava. 

Source: Sri MankaTa Lakshmaiah, Karnam, Rallapalle 

4. Motupalle, hamlet of Immidicheruvu - Situ
ated at a distance of 6 miles by footpath from Vel i
gandla, 20 miles from Kanigiri and 60 miles from 
Singarayakonda Railway Station. 

Madasu Subbadasari Urs is celebrated for 3 days 
from Bhadrapada Bahula Sap/ami (August-September). 
Offerings in cash and kind are made by devotees. The 
chief patrons are Gollas. This is a fifty-two year old 
festival. The residents of the village congregate with
out any distinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Golla 
with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 
Veedhibhagavatham in the night on the Urs day affords 
entertainment to the visitors. 

Source: Sri Rayasam Venkata Subbaiah, Karnam, 
Immidicheruvu 

5. Ambavaram also known as Bhairavakona
Situated at a distance of 39 miles from Kanigiri and 73 
miles from Singarayakonda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 703 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kshatriya, Vaisya, etc.; Scheduled Castes (66) - Adi 
Andhra, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (29); and Mus
lims and Christians. 

Temples of Amba and Bhairava situated in the 
midst of picturesque hills surrounded by forest are the 
places of worship. The awe-inspiring images of Amba, 
Bhairava and Vighneswara made out of a single rock in 
human form shows the great workmanship of the scul
ptor. The temples of Amba and Bhairava are situated 
opposite to each other. It is said that there are about a 
crore of Sivalingams in between the hills here. There 
is a 200 feet high waterfall under which devotees take 
bJ.th and after offering pujas they take rest under the 
huge shade bearing trees around the temple. 

Bhairaveswaraswamy festival is celebrated on 
'Mahasivaratri, i. e., on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi 
(January-February) for one day. Thousands of devo
tees local and from nearby villages come and take part 

in the festival. Devotees fast during the day, observe 
jagaram in the night of Sivaratri day and after taking 
prasadam take meals on the next day morning. They 
fulfil their vows by breaking cocoanuts. But animals 
are sacrificed on the occasion of Dasara in the temple 
of Amba. On the next day of Sivaratri some phil an
throphic people organise free feediDg to all the devo
tees and prasadam is distributed to all. 

There is a board of trustees to Amba's temple consi
sting of one Brahmin and three Kshatriyas. There is 
no in am land to the temple. There is no permanent 
pujari. 

Source: Sri D. Veerabhadra Rao, Revenue Inspector, 
Kanigiri Taluk, Nellore District 

6. Kamm~padu hamlet of Ramagopalapuram -
Situated at a distance of 4 furlongs from the road bet
ween Kanigiri and Rallapalle and 56 miles from Singa
rayakonda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 999 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Reddi, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes (69); and Sche
duled Tribes (6). The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama and Akkamma Perantalu 
are the places of worship in this village. 

Akkamma Perantalu Tirunala is celebrated for 2 
days during Sivaratri, i. e., from M agha Bahula Cha
turdasi (January-February). Goats, sheep and rams 
are sacrificed to the deity by the devotees in fulfilment 
of their vows. Devotees observe jagarana on Sivaratri 
night. This is a 150 year old festival. About 1,000 de
votees local and from the neighbouring villages congre
gate. All communities take part in the festival. Pujari 
is a Muthracha with hereditary rights. Dramas, blla
jans. kolatams, cock-fights afford entertainment to the 
visitors. A few shops selling sweetmeats are opened. 

Source: Sri Devireddi Konda Reddy, MunsijJ, Rama
gopa/apuram 

7. Gannavaram -, Situated at a distance of 42 mi
les from Donakonda Railway Station and 55 miles from 
Singarayakonda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 914 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-
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Kapu, Kamma etc.; Scheduled Castes (146); Scheduled 
Tribes (5). The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricuIturallabour and other traditional 
occupatIons. 

Kichamma temple with Her image made of copper 
is the place of worship in this village. Kichamma, a 
pious lady performed sati and became the family 
deity. In course of time she became the village deity 
and is being worshipped by the villagers. There is a 
pyre pit before the kmple in which Kichamma perfor
med sati. There is a Kalyanamantapam in Turupu 
Bazaar which is believed to have been built at the time 
of Queen Victoria. It can be seen even today that the 
mantapam has been constructed with the wood of only 
one tree. 

Kichamma Tirunala is celebrated for 3 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April). Besides this 
the deity is being worshipped o,n every Friday. The 
Tirunala is being celebrated for the past 200 years and 
is confined to this and to the neighbouring vilJages. De
votees irrespective of caste and creed attend the temple 
during the festival time with decorated carts and go 
round the temple thrice with decorated carts and offer 
pongali to the deity. Devotees observe jagarana during 
festival days. It is believed that the deity blesses the 
devotees with children and prosperity. The chief pat
rons are Kapus. Pujari is a Kummari. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

No fair is held in this connection but a few shops 
are opened to sell sweetmeats, sugarcane, utensils, 
combs, photos and clothes. Dramas, bhajans, kolatams 
afford entertainment to the visitors. 

Source: Sri D. Pattabhiramayya, Karnam, Gannavaram 

8. Peda Alavalapadu - Situated at a distance of 12 
miles from Kanigiri and 30 miles from Singarayakonda 
Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 2,784 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Mangali, Chakali, 
Viswabrahmin, Muthracha and Yadava, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (293); and Scheduled Tribes (25); and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, labour and other traditional OCt upations. ' 

Rama Mandiram and Ankamma temple, a small 
structure of stones are the places of worship in this 
village. Ankamma deity is represented by stone and 
bronze idols in human form. There is a temple for Gan-

gamma, the village deity in VengaJaruram, hamlet of 
this village. 

Ankamma Tirunala (festival) in the name of An
kamma, the village deity is celebrated every year for 5 
days from Chaitra Bahula Padyami to Panchami (March
April). Preparations for the festival are made two or 
three days in advance. Sagubadi on Padyami, sandu 
on Vidiya, procession of the deity in which the bronze 
idol is taken out on Todiya, the main festival on Chavi-
1M and preparation and offering of pongallu in the north 
of the Village, etc., on Panchami are the important 
items of festival. During the second day night fowls, 
rams are sacrificed. On the fourth day when the main 
festival is celebrated narration of stories by Pambalis, 
taking out a procession of carts, etc., take place. On 
the fifth' and final day of the festival pongal/u are pre· 
pared in the morning on the bank of Paleru which is 
in the north of the village. Fowls, rams, etc., are sa
crificed at Polimeramma which is situated opposite to 
Ankamma's temple. In the evening by about 4-00 p. m. 
carts sprinkled with vermilion, prabhas, etc., are taken 
round the temple accompanied by music and the proc
ession ends by 6 p.m. wit~the sacrifice of a he-buffalo. 
This is an ancient festival confined to this and a few 
neighbouring villages. About 3,000 Hindus, local and 
from the nearby villages congregate. A Muthracha is 
the pujari with hereditary rights. 

In this connection a fair is held in an area of over 
4 acres adjacent to the temple. Taxes are collected by 
the Panchayat. The fair lasts for 3 hours, i. e., from 
4 p. m. to 7 p. m. This fair is an ancient one and con
fined to the village only. Three thousand people from 
5 or 6 neighbouring villages come and take part in 
the fair-the ratio of males and females is about 2 : 1. 
Nearly 50 stalls and 80 temporary shops in the open 
air are opened besides about 20 itinerary merchants 
selling sundry goods in the fair. Of them roughly about 
15 shops sell eatables; 5 shops sell glass and earthen
ware; 5 shops sell books, photos; 5 shops sell earthen 
and wooden toys, handmade clothes, etc., and 15 shops 
sell sundry goods. 

Bhajans, kolatams, cock fights and karrasamulu 
provide entertainment to the devotees. 

The origin and history ofVengalapuram, the ham
let of this village is buried in hoary past. 

This village is also popularly known as Lingala 
Konda. (Lingala in Telugu means phallic emblems and 
konda means a hill). But now there is only one Siva
lingam in the temple which is .worshipped only on Siva
ratri day. 
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In a book titled Vijayakhadgamu written in Telugu 
prose by the famous twin poets Sri Kota Sodara Kavulu, 
an elaborate description of the historical aspect of Lin
gala Konda is given. In a nutshell it runs thus:-Dur
ing 9th century A. D. the present Nellore then called as 
Vlkramasimhapuri was under the rule of Manumasiddhi, 
a King of Chola dynasty. At the same time a King 
known as Katamaraju of Yadava dynasty was ruling 
Kanigiriseema keeping his capital at Vengalapuram. 
Gollasused to consider him as the heir of Lord Krishna's 
dynasty. 

Once, severe drought conditions prevailed for over 
a year in Kanigiriseema. Animals were badly hit due 
to the scarcity of fodder and even drinking water. Then 
the King Katamaraju approached Manumasiddhi and 
entered with him into an agreement called pullari for 
grazing his cattle in the fields of the latter on the banks 
of the river Pennar. For a year or so the cows of Ka
tamaraju grazed in the green fields of Manumasiddhi. 
Fortunately for Katamaraju, rains came copiously in 
the very next year and there was plenty of green fodder 
for the cows in Kanigiriseema. As a result, the Yada
vas of Kanigiriseema withdrew all their cows from the 
fields of Nellore without paying the amount agreed upon 
by Katamaraju. The fall of rain and availability of 
plenty of water are always attributed to the mercy 
of Goddess Ganga in Hindu mythology. As such, 
the King Katamaraju insisted upon the Yadavas to 
propitiate the Goddess Ganga. Accordingly the Yada
vas propitiated Goddess Ganga and offered ponga/ 
prepared with the rain water to her as naivedyam. 
Since then Ganga became the titulary Goddess to 
Yadavas (Gollas). After a lapse of one year the King 
of Nellore Manumasiddhi, in consultation with his 
minister Tikkana (a poet) deputed a gentleman Annam
bhotlu to mediate with Katamaraju regarding the pay
ment of pullari, but in vain. Then Manumasiddhi 
declared war upon Katamaraju. Khadga Thikkana, 
the commander-in-chief of Manumasiddhi with a few 
soldiers attacked the army of Katamaraju at Pancha
Iingalakonda and Chakalikonda and he was defeated. 
When Tikkana retreated to home after defeat in the 
bands of Yadavas, he was insulted and ridiculed not 
only by the King and Ministers but also by his parents 
and wife. So with renewed vigour he attacked the 
army of Katam:lraju at Panchalingalakonda but with 
more strength of army this time. The battle was so 
severe that blood has flown in the battlefield at Dana
konda and even today a small canal flowing in the 
same area is called Rakthakalava meaning blood canal. 
The Gollas or Yadavas of Danakonda gave full support 
to Katamaraju's army but most of them were killed by 
Khadga Tikkana and his army. Ultimately Tikkana 

won the battle but he was beheaded by an unknown 
enemy soldier from behind. 

On the bank of Nellore Vagu (brook) is the Paneha
lingalakonda (Hdl). There is a small temple for Siva 
on it. The only Sivalingam now existing in the temple 
is known as Siddeswaralingam. Only on Sivaratri day. 
i. e., on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (February-March) 
devotees perform puja and offer naivedyam. 

Gangamma J atara is celebrated every year for 2 days 
on Vaisakha Balzula Panchami and Shashti (April
May). The commencement of the celebration of this 
festival dates back to 9th centuary A. D., and it is 
widely known. It is believed that the stone idol of 
Gangamma was installed by Gollas. Devotees fulfil 
their vows, prepare pongallu and offer it to the deity. 
Prabhas are taken out in procession around the temple. 
Animal sacrifice is still in vogue but in a much redu
ced scale. All Hindu people irrespective of caste and 
creed take part in the festival. The pujari is a Golla 
by caste and there is some inam land to the temple. 

In this connection a fair is held nearby the temple. 
The village Panchayat collects taxes from the shops. 
Nearly 20,000 people from all parts of the district and 
even from outside come and take :part in the fair. A 
few shops are opened to sell eatables, fruits, earthen 
and wooden toys, earthen, aluminium and brass utensils, 
wooden boxes, jewellery, etc. 

Bhajans, ballads, kola tam. etc., provide entertain
ment to the visitors. 

Source: Kal'ichandra Sri Kota Subrahmanya Sastry, 
Telugu Pandit, Z. P. H. School, Kanigiri 

9. KaUakindapalle hamlet of Botlagudur - Situ
ated at a distance of 30 miles from Kanigiri, the taluk 
headquarters and about 32 miles from Singarayakonda 
Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,786 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kamma, Kapu, Balija; Scheduled Castes (101); 
and Scheduled Tribes - Valmiki (15). The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

There is only one temple of Lord Siva symbolised 
by a stone lingam and it is the place of worship in this 
village. 

Sivarathri is celebrated for a day on Magha Bahula 
Chaturdasi (January-February) every year. This has 
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been in practice since 80 to 90 years. Devotees take 
bath, offer puja and observe fast. Devotees prepare 
ponga/i and go round the temple three times carrying 
it. Pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in this connection. A few shops 
selling eatables, utensils, etc., are opened. People from 

the neighbouring villages come by carts and take part 
in the fair. Bhajans, kolatams are the items of enter
tainment. 

Sri Rama Navami is also celebrated by the local 
people on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). 

Source 1 Sri B. Subba Rao, Munsiff, Botlagudur 
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Reerzapeta - Situated at a distance of 2! 
.miles from Tharlupadu Railway Station on 

Vijayawada - Hubli Section of Southern Railway and 
about 25 miles from Podili. 

The total population of the village is 1,194 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy (Kapu), Kamsali, Jan
gama, Kummari, Chakali, Goundla, Yadava, etc.; 
Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes with a population of 
104; Scheduled Tribes (12 persons); and Dudekulas 
(Muslims). The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditio., 
nal occupations. Slate mines provide employment to 
considerable percentage of the working population. 

Sri Rama temple with His wooden image is the 
place of worship. 

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for six days from 
Jaishta Suddha Tadiya to Navami (May-June). Cocoa
nuts are offered. Rathothsavam (car festival) is an 
important item. For the past 34 years this is celebra
ted. It is of ancient origin but of local significance. 
Reddys are the chief patrons. This is confined to 4 or 
5 neighbouring villages. Prasadam is distributed to all. 
No shops worth mentioning are established during the 
festival. 

Poleramma and Gangamma Tirunalas are celebra., 
ted before Mahalaya Amavasya. 

Source: Sri P. Alluri Reddy, Teacher, Zilla Parishad 
Special Elementary School, Meerzapeta 

2. Nageodlamudupu - Situated at a distance of 
one mile from the 12th milestone on Ongole-Cumbum 
road, 6 miles from Tharlupadu Railway Station and 26 
miles from PodiJi. 

The total population of the village is 764 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus -
Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, Man
gali, Gollabhagavata, etc.; Scheduled Castes 2 persons; 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Srimath Parvathavardhinisameta Sri 
Ramalingeswaraswamy with the images of Sri Rama
lingeswaraswamy in the form of Lingam and of Parva
thavardhani Devi in human form with four hands, and 
Sri Rama are the places of worship. The deities are 
installed by Sri Kunapuli Venkataramanayya, who is 
famous for curing snake bites, etc. 

Sivaratri (Ramalingeswaraswamy festival) is cerebra
ted from Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) 
to Phalguna Suddha Tadiya ( February-March) for 
5 days. Rathothsavam (car festival) takes place on Phal
gun a Suddha Padyami ( February-March). Cocoanuts 
are offered. This festival is of local significance. Brah
mins patronize the festival and Sri Kunapuli Koteswara 
Sarma organizes the festival. Local people congregate 
there. Pujaris are the members of Sri Kunapuli Ven
kataramanayya's family and nitya deeparadhana and 
naivedyam are offered by them. Annadanam (free feed
ing) is observed according to the capacity of the pat. 
rons. 

Parvatavardhini Devi festival is celebrated for 5 
days from Asviyuja Suddha Panchami to Navami (Sep
tember - October). All the days, puja is observed 
throughout day and night. Cocoannts are offered. 
It is of local significance. Brahmins are the patrons. 
Local people congregate. The members of the family 
of Sri Kunapuli Venkataramanaiah are the patrons 
and they offer daily pujas. 

In Chaitram (March - April) during Sri Rama 
Navami, procession of Sri Rama along with Sita, Laksh
mana, Bharatha, Sathrughna and Hanuman takes 
place. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Source: Sri Kunapuli Venkata Koteswara Sarma, 
Karnam, Nagendlamudupu 

3. MangaJakunta - Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
from the nearest Railway Station Tharlupadu and about 
20 miles from Podili. As this is located in a hilly region, 
no proper communication is available. 

The total population of the viIlage is 507 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali, Val
miki, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes population of only 
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5 persons; and Dudekulas (Muslims) and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional occu~ 
pations. 

The temples of Poleramma, Veerabhadraswamy 
with His image and a church are the places of worship. 

Sri Veerabhadraswamy festival is celebrated for 2 
days on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi and Amavasya ( Jan
uary-February) during Sivaratri. Prabhas are erected 
by the devotees and the festival is celebrated. Spread
ing the burning cynders people bearing the name 
of the deity and others walk and jump on it with much 
noise. This festival is of local significance. Inhabitants 
of this village and the neighbouring Jagannadhapuram 
village patronize the festival and there is inam land 
for the temple. Devotees [i'om this village and Jaga
nnadhapuram congregate. Pujari is a Pancharatra 
Brahmin of Koundinyasa gotram. Free feeding is 
there. A few shops selling eatables and utensils are 
opened. 

Poleramma Tirunala is celebrated every year. 
Kumkum carts are taken around the temple during the 
Tirunala. Fowls are sacrificed. This festival is of lo
cal significance. 

The local people congregate. 

Occasionally devotees bearing the name Gurava
ppa, worship the image which is to be seen in the cave 
towards the south of the village. Some sculptures are 
also seen on the hills. 

Source: Sri J. Jacob, Headmaster, Zilla Parishad 
Special Elementary School, Mangalakunta 

4. Jagannadbapuram - Situated at a ~istance of 
4 miles from Markapur Road Railway Station on 
Vijayawada-Hubli Railway Line and about 19 miles 
from Podili. 

The total population of the village is 530 and it is 
made up of the following comm!lnities : Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamsali. Chakali, etc.; and 
Scheduled Tribes population of 5 only. The chief me~ 
ans of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricuI
tural1abour and other traditional occupations. 

People of this village participate in the Veera
bhadraswamy festival that is held in the neighbouring 
village Mangalakunta, which is a common festival to 
both the villages. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 4 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). It is of anci
ent origin but of local significance. Viswabrahmins are 
the pujaris. There is free feeding and prasadam is dis
tributed to all. 

Source: Sri Janumala Daveedu, Teacher, Jagannadha
puram 

5. Kethagudipu - Situated at a distance of 2t miles 
from Markapur Road Railway Station and 26 miles 
from Podili. An inscription on a broken semi-circular 
stone has recorded that in 1540 A. D., Achyuta Deva
raya of Vijayanagara dyn<lsty, gave this village as cha
rity to six Brahmin families, to have the blessings of 
Lord Kedareswara. 

The total population of the village is 1,293 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy (Kapu), Viswabrahmin, 
Golla, Muthracha ; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Kedareswaraswamy temple with a prakaram 
(compound wall), two dhwajastambhams (one of stone 
and the other of wood), a mukhamandapam (portico) 
and with the images of Eswara, Parvati, Nageswara, 
Subrahmanyeswara and two temples of Sri Rama are 
the places of worship. 

Sivaratri (Sri Kedareswaraswamy festival) is cele
brated from Magha Bahula Chaturdasi toAmavasya (Jan
uary - February) for two days. Brahmins offer puja. 
Nitya naivedyam and deeparadhana are observed. For 
the past 300 years, this festival is celebrated. This is 
of local significance. Brahmins patronize the festival. 
Three Saiva Brahmins, viz., Sri N. Venkateswarlu, 
Sri K. Veera Ragh,waiah and Sri N. Subbaiah are the 
pujaris. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami and Dasami (March-April) for two days. Sri 
Rama Jayanti, a puranakalakshepam is performed and 
kalyanam (marriage) is celebrated. A procession is 
taken out. Nitya naivedyam and puja are offered. 

All communities participate in Poleramma uthsa
yam. A cart procession is held in that connection. 

Source: Sri Galimllti Bhllshanam. Headmaster, Zilla 
Parishad Elementary School, Kethagudipu 
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6. Goguladinne - Situated at a distance of It mi
les from Markapur Road Railway Station and 26 miles 
from Podili. 

The total population of the village is 1,186 and it 
is made up of Caste Hindus; and Mala and Madiga 
Scheduled Castes with 41 persons. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with His panchaloha (five metals) 
image in human form is the place of worship. 

Sri Rama Kalyanothsavam is celebrated from Vai
sakha Suddha Triodasi to Bahula Vidiya (April-May) 
for 5 days, preparations being made 15 days in advance. 
Kalyanothsavam (marriage), seshapanpu (serpent bed), 
garuda vahanam, rathothsavam (car procession) and 
vasanthothsavam are celebrated in succession. For the 
past 5 years, this festival is celebrated. This is of lo
cal significance. Brahmins and other Hindus patronize 
the festival. People from this village and the neighbour
hood congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all. Free 
feeding is there. 

Source. SrfGanta Venkata Reddy, President, Gogula
dinne 

7. Pothalapadu - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Gajjalakonda Railway Station on Vijayawada-Hu
bli Railway line and 6 miles from Marripalem and 
Kolubuvvalapadu and about 18 miles from Podili. A 
vast tank is constructed by Vonnurappa. 

The total population of the village is 1,076 and it 
is made up of the following communities: C~ste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, etc.; 19 Scheduled Ca
stes' people and 16 Scheduled Tribes' people; Muslims 
and <:;hristians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, trade and other traditional occu .. 
pations . . 

The temples of Siva with His image in the form of 
Lingam, Sri Ramaswamy and village deities Poleramma, 
Seetalamma and Ankalamma and a church !\re the 
places of worship. Late Achyunnata Venkatramayya 
constructed the Siva's temple and installed the Lingam. 

Siva Aradhana takes place for 9 days from Magha 
Bahula Chaviti to Dwadasi (January-February). From 
first to qinth day ankurarohana, kalyanam (marriage), 
sirrlha vahanam (lion carrier), sesha vahanam (serpent 
carrier), Bringl vahanam, nandi vahanam, enugu vaha
nam (elephant carrier), rarhothsavam (chariot process-

ion) and poornahuthi are celebrated. Nitya naivedyam 
and deeparadhana are observed. This festival is of local 
significance. Local merchants patronize the festival. 
There is inam land. Local people congregate. A Saivite 
Brahmin of Kasyapasa gotram is the pujari. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. Free feeding takes place on 
Magha Bahula Ndvami (January-February). 

Animals and birds are sacr ificed to Ankalamma 
and Poleramma. 

Source: Sri J. Joseph, Headmaster, Zilla Parishad 
Special Elementary School, Pothalapadu 

8. Gurralamadugu - Situated on Markapur-Podi
Ii bus route at a distance of 7 miles from Gajjalakonda 
Railway Station and 15 miles from PodiIi. River Musi 
flows to the south of this village. It is said that the hor
ses of Padmasales (weavers) were halting in this place 
to quench their thirst. As this village was then con
structed, it acquired the name Gurralamadugu (horses' 
pond). 

The total population of the village is 419 and it is 
multi-ethnic in composition all belonging to Hindu re .. 
ligion. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture and agricultural labour . 

Village deity Poleramma temple, Sri Rama temple 
and a church are the places of worship. 

Poleramma Uthsavam is celebrated in Sravanam 
(July-August) or Bhadrapadam (August-September) 
for one or two days. Animals are &acrificed. Thisj fes
tival is of local significance. Local people congregate. 
A Kummari is the pujari. 

Sri Rama Navami takes place for 9 days in Chai
tram (March-April). Vadapappu and panakam (ja
ggery water) are offered to the deity. This is of local 
significance. Local Hindus congregate. 

Source: Sri V. Narasaiah, Single Teacher, Z. P. Ele
mentary School, Gurmlamadugu 

9. Garladinne - Situated at a distance of 7 miles 
from Markapur Road Railway Station and 19 miles 
from Pod iii. 

The total population of the village is 1,001. It is 
multi-ethnic in composition comprising Caste Hindus; 
98 Scheduled Castes' people and 14 Scheduled Tribes' 
people. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
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arc agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tionaloccupations. 

Sri Velugondrayaswamy temple with His idol is 
the place of worship. 

Sri Velugondrayaswamy festival takes place for 
three days from Phalguna Bahula Navami to Ekadasi 
(February-March). This festival is confined to the villa
ges of this taluk and of the neighbouring Markapur taluk 
and about 6,000 devotees congregate. Free feeding is 
provided to all. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
the Col/ector, Nellore 

10. Katragunta - Situated at a distance of 14 miles 
from Markapur Road Railway Station and 15 miles 
from Podili of which 12 miles can be covered by bus 
upto Pathapati and from there 3 miles by walk. 

The total population of the village is 1,839 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindt,s
Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kshatriya (Raju), Mangali, 
Chakali, Kummari, Yadava, etc.; and Mala and Madiga 
Scheduled Castes with461 persons. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, weaving and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Velugondrayaswamy'temple with the images of 
Velugondrayaswamy in the form of Vishnu, Lakshmi 
Devi and Chenchitharalu (Bhudevi) made of pancha
lohas (five metals) is the place of worship in this vill
age. The temple is on one extremity of the Tirupati hill 
range for these original images. The procession ima
ges are housed in the village proper in a temple, 5 miles 
from the original temple. About 3 to 4 centuries ago, 
the procession im:lges were stolen away from the tem
ple on the hilI. The villagers under the leadership of 
RaviIla Uddanda MalIa Naidu, traced the thieves and 
recovered the images in the Krishna - Godavari area. 
The villagers constructed a temple in the village and 
arranged for daily pujas and nah'edyam while worship 
and naivedjam continue every day on the hills. The 
images are taken to the hill during Brahmothsavam and 
restored to the village temple after the function. 

The legend about Sri Velugondrayaswamy is that 
'in Dwaparayuga, King Muchikunda, son of Mandha
tha of 'Ikshwaku' dynastywas so powerful and valorous 
that he could destroy the R:lkshasas and protect Devas. 
The Devas, out of gratitude to him, offered to grant 
him a boon. Muchikunda chose mukslzam (salvation) 

and freedom from the cycle of birth and death. The 
Devas admitted their inability to grant him the boon 
explaining that Lord Narayana alone could fulfil his 
desire. Muchikunda entered a cave at an extremity of 
the Seshachalam hills and fell in slumber desiring to 
obtain the darshan of Lord Narayana. 

Narada Maharshi approached Yavana and incited 
him to wage war against and conquer Yadavas, the only 
race whom he had left unconquered. Yavana question
ed in surprise who the Yadavas were, where they live 
and who their king was? N :uada revealed that the Yada
vas were in Madhura and Sri Krishna was their king. 
Completing his mission for future developments, Narada 
left the place. Yavana marched against Madhura with 
an army of 3 crores. Sri Krishna with the purpose of 
fulfilling his double desire of giving darshan to the devotee 
Muchikunda and destroying Yavana, fled towards the 
Seshachalam hills pursued by Yavana. Yavana follow .. 
ed Sri Krishna into the cave in which Muchikunda was 
in Yoganidra (fast asleep). He could not see Sri Krishna 
but mistook Muchikunda for Krishna and kicked him 
with his right leg. Muchikunda opened his eyes and 
the intense fire of his penance reduced Yavana to 
ashes. The Lord appeared before Muchikunda and 
granted him his desire of giving him daily darshan by 
establishing himselfin the form ofVelugondrayaswamy. 
True to the same, "Vishnu Padodhbhavaganga"-river 
Musi commenced flowing from under the temple of the 
Lord. It flows perennially for 60 to 70 miles before it 
joins the Bay of Bengal. Subsequently, Sri Krishna 
Devaraya of Vizianagaram constructed the present tem
ple compound, mantapams and dhwajasthambham. The 
Raja of Venkatagiri has donated 700 acres of land as 
inam for the maintenance of the temple. 

At frequent intervals, fragant flowers unknown 
on earth are found at the feet of the Lord, strengthen
ing the popular belief that Muchikunda comes down 
from his heavenly abode and worships the feet of the 
Lord even today. 

The locality is sanctified by the following five 
teerthams: 

(1) Sri Swami Pushkarini: 100 yards away from 
the Swamivari Kovela (temple) and it is used for 
bathing the Lord. 

(2) Chakra teertham : 2 furlongs to the back of 
Perumalla Kovela and a bath in it during Phalgunll 
Suddha Purnima to Bahula Triodasi will give moksham 
by Srimannarayana Murty. 
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(3) Vaikunta turtham: 2 furlongs to the south
west of the Lord and the devotees take bath in it during 
Mukkoti Ekadasi to get moksham. 

(4) Narada teertham: 3 miles away from the 
Lord's temple and the devotees take bath in it on 
Magha Suddha Ekadasi to fulfil their desires. 

(5) Thumburu teertham: Two miles away from 
the Swamyvari Kovela and the devotees take bath in it 
on Ashadha Suddha Ekadasi to get moksham. 

Sri Velugondrayaswamy Brahmothsavam takes pl
ace for 14 days from Phalguna Suddha Purnima to Ba
hula Triodasi (February-March) commencing from 
Ultara nakshatram. Every day the Lord is taken in a 
pIocession on vahanams. Garudothsavam is the impor
tant one as it is celebrated on the hill. Cocoanuts, vada
pappu and fruits are offered. The devotees take river 
bath and observe jagarana for two days during the Brah
mothsavam. It is of ancient origin and widely known. 
It is now under the management of Hindu Religious 
and Charitable Endowments Board. The Raja of Ven
katagiri has donated 700 acres of inam land. Thou~ 

sands of devotees congregate from other districts also. 
Vaishnavas of Koundinya gotram with hereditary rights 
are the pujaris. There is samaradhana (free feeding) for 
5 days from seshavahanothsavam to rathothsavam and 
'Arya Vaisya Samaradhana' from garudothsavam to 
rathothsavam for 3 days. Prasad am is distributed to all. 

A few shops selling eatables, earthenware, lanterns, 
mirrors and combs, Ayurvedic medicines, pictures and 
photos, handloom cloth and clothes, agricultural imple
ments and toys are kept. 

There are choultries. Harikathas, bhajans, dramas, 
magic and lottery afford entertainment. 

Source: 1. Sri N. Raghavacharyulu, Teacher, Katra
gunta 

2. A Booklet on Sri Velugondrayaswamy 
M ahatyam by Sri Vakulabharanam Sesha
charyulu 

11. Zuvvaleru:'_ Situated at a distance of 4 fur
longs to the left of Podili-Darsi bus route and 21' miles 
from Podili. 

The total population of the village is 808 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kummari, Yadava, etc.; 
and Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 7 persons and Chris
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 

agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

Sri Rama temple, Mahalakshmamma temple and 
a church are the places of worship. The photo of 
Ramayogi, a devotee of Sri Rama is worshipped. 

Ramayogi festival is celebrated on Pushya Bahula 
Tadiya (December-January) for one day. The photo 
of Sri Ramayogi is taken in a procession along with 
the prabha prepared for the occasion. Cor bans and 
cocoanuts are offered. For the past 10 years this is 
celebrated and it is confined to the local people only. 
Kapus patronize the festival. Local people congregate 
there. Yadavas are the pujaris. 

Source: Sri P. Joseph, Teacher, Samiti Special Ele· 
mentary School, Zuvvaleru 

12. Pedarikatla - Situated at a distance of 9 
miles from Podili, 24 miles from Donakonda Railway 
Station and 30 miles from Ongole Railway Station. 

In the dry lands of this village, arika (a kind of 
millet) is grown enormously. Hence this is called 
Pedarukatla and Pedarikatla. There is Chinarikatla 
also by the side of this village. 

The total population of the village is 3,665 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Vaisya, Reddy, Chakali. Kummari, Man
gali, Boya, Kamsali, Muthracha. Yadava, etc.; Mala 
and Madiga Scheduled Castes with 269 persons; 
and Scheduled Tribes population of 26 persons; 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Chennakesavaswamy 
and Siva, Sri Veera Brahmendraswamy Mutt construc
ted by late Machabhaktuni Seshachalam and a church 
are the places of worship. The washermen have a 
temple for Balachandra calling it as Chennunidevala
yam. The Reddis also have one such temple. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated in 
Vaisakham (April-May). This is of local significance. 
Villagers patronize the festival. Local Iiindus congre
gate there. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Gramadevatala Kolupulu of village deities - Anka
lamma, Poleramma, Bangaramma, Peddamma and 
Gangamma are celebrated according to the conveni
ence of the villagers as and when epidemics break out. 
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Goats and fowls are sacrificed. Occasionally, buffa
loes are sacrificed and their blood is mixed with cooked 
rice and scattered around the village boundaries to 
please the deities. This festival is of local significance. 
Local Hindus congregate there. Yadavas and Kum
maris are the pujaris. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

During Navaratris, i. e., Dasara festival in Asvi..; 
yujam (September - October) Durga Aradhanas are 
celebrated by the members of the family of late 
Machabhaktuni Seshachalam, who are renowned for 
bootha vaidya (treatment of those possessed by evil 
spirits). This celebration is of local significance. De. 
votees from this and neighbouring villages congregate. 
Vibhuthi and talismen are given to the devotees for 
their relief from evil spirits. 

Some Hindu communities observe Chennuni Kolu
pulu in the name of Balachan?ra who was born by the 
boon of Chennakesavaswamy. Feats with swords are 
also performed. 

This festival is of ancient origin but of local signi
ficance. 

Source: Sri C. Laxmi Naras imham , Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad Middle School, Pedarikatla 

13. Podili - The taluk headquarters is situated 
on the Ongole-Cumbam road, 20 miles from Donakon
da Railway Station and 50 miles from Kandukur. 
Nearest Railway Stations are Ongole on broad gauge 
line and Kurichedu and Markapur on metre gauge 
line. 

As regards educational facilities, there is a Zilla 
Parishad High School, a Mission High School and four 
elementary schools. The usual complement of offices 
of a taluk headquarters like Taluk Office, a Police 
Station, Sub-Treasury, Forest Range Office, a Pancha
yat Office, Sub-Registrar's Office and an Agricultural 
Demonstrator's ,Office are located in this village. 

A Government Hospital and Mission Hospital 
cater to the medical needs of the village and its neigh
bourhood. There is a Sub-Post Office with telephone 
and telegraph facilities and a Police Station headed by 
a Circle Inspe~tor. This town has one library. 

As regards communication facilities, the place is 
connected by road only. Podili is connected to Nellore, 
Ongole, Markapur and Kurichedu by major district 
roads. There is a travellers' bungalow maintained by 
the Highways Department and a choultry. 

It is said that there are 101 silas (stones) and 101 
wells and it is believed that Kasi (Benaras) is con
nected with Buggachelama well of this village. There 
are the remains of an old mud fort built below of stone 
and the upper part of mud. It is said to have been 
raised by Rajah of Venkatagiri about 150 years ago 
(by 1873). 

The total population of the village is 8,569 and it is 
multi-ethnic in composition containing Caste Hindus; 
Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes with 395 persons; 201 
Scheduled Tribes' people; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour , trade and other traditional occu
pations. 

The temples of Nirmameswaraswamy with His idol 
in the form of Lingam, Prudhubmba to the west of the 
village, Narasimhaswamy on a hillock to the south 
with His statue in human form, Venugopalaswamy, 
Anjaneyaswamyand Veerabhadraswamy, Naguru Mi
r a VaIi darga to the eas t and a church are the places 
of worship. 

Sivaratri (Sri Nirmameswaraswamyfestival) is cele
brated from Magha Bahula Padyami to Triodasi (Janu
ary-February) for 13 days. Every day the deity is taken 
in procession on different vahanams during these days. 
Incense, naivedyam, thambulam (betel leaves and betel 
nuts), cocoanuts, fruits and flowers are offered. On 
Sivaratri, devotees take bath in Buggachelama and 
observe fast and jagarana. This festival is Qj local sig .. 
nificance. Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments 
Board organises the festival and Hindus from this and 
the neighbouring villages congregate. A Saivite Brah
min iii the pujari and prasadam is distributed to all. 
Brahmins and Vaisyas are given free feeding for one 
night. 

, 
A fair is held in this connection for two days. 

About 2,000 people congregate there. A few shops 
selling eatables, etc., are held. 

Podilamma or Prudhulamba is the name of the 
village deity of this place. Prudhulamba temple attra
cts many people even from other places throughout the 
year. 

Occasionally, animals are sacrificed to Prudhu
lamba for the promotion of health of the people and 
protection of animals. Carts and prabhas are prepared 
and taken around the temple. All communities congre
gate. 
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Sri Narasimhaswamy festival is celebrated on Magha 
Suddha Purnima (January-February). His image is 
taken in procession. Devotees irrespective of caste and 
creed congregate. 

During Naguru Mira VaH Urs cocoanuts, incense 
and clothes are offered to the peer. Flags are hoisted 
on the tamarind tree in the darga. All communiti@s 
congregate. 

Source: Sri Shaik Hussain, Assistant, Podili North 
School, Podi/i 

14. Gundlasamudram - Situated at a distance of 
2t miles from Podili and 28 miles from Ongole Railway 
Station. 

Th e total popula tion of the village is 1,345 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kamma, Reddy, Vai:.ya, Muthracha, Telaga, 
Kummari. Kammara, Yadava, etc.; Mala, Madiga 
Sched~led Castes with 259 persons; Scheduled Tribes' 
population of 18 persons; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional occu
pations. 

Sri Rama temple, Veerabrahmam Mutt with his 
picture, Anjaneya temple and a church are the places 
of worship. Sri Veerabrahmam is a great saint and a 
prophet. As a cowherd, he was drawing a line around 
the herd. Neither the cows had the power to go out of 
the circle nor the wild animals had the courage to 
enter it. 

Sri Veerabrahmam Aradhana is celebrated for two 
days on Vaisakha Suddha Dasami and Ekadasi (April
May). On the first day rathothsavam (car festival) and 
procession of Veerabrahmam on prabhas take place and 
vasanthothsavam is celebrated on the following day. For 
three hours on that day, males and females of all ages 
sprinkle coloured water on each other irrespective 
of caste and creed. Cocoanuts, pongali, panakam (ja
ggery water) and vadapappu are offered. For the past 
six years, this festival is being celebrated. It is of 
local significance. Local people congregate. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

Once a year, Kanaka Durgamma Jatara takes place. 
Animals and fowls are sacrificed. In midnight, a 
Madiga carrying the head of the animal on his head 
and escorted by the villagers with weapons goes around 

the village with great noise. Sometimes the animal's 
head falls down and sometimes it flies up. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated from Chaitra Su~ 
ddha Navami to Ekadasi (March-April). 

Source: 1. Sri V. Koteswara Rao, Headmaster,P. S. 
Elementary School, Gundlasamudram 

2. Sri K. Venkatarao, Teacher, Marripudi 

15. Chimata - Situated at a distance of 7 miles 
from Uppalapadu, 171 miles from Podili and 20 miles 
from Ongole Railway Station. A few centuries ago, this 
was called Chivuta which in course of time corrupted 
into Chimata. 

The total population of the village is 2,078 and it 
is made upof the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Reddy, Kamma. 
Kummari, Chakali, Mangali, Mondi, Yadava, etc.; 
Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes with 69 persons; and 31 
Scheduled Tribes' people; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations 

Village deity Gangamma temple with Her 3 feel 
high stone image in sitting posture is the place of wor, 
ship. It is located at a distance of half a furlong frorr 
the Atleru river between the old village and the ne\1 
village. 

To the west of the village, there are two temple: 
facing east, which ale in ruins. One of these is Che 
nnakesava temple with His Ii feet "high black stonl 
idol in the form of Lingam. There is a 3 feet higl 
stone image of Eswari (Parvati) and these two are ricl 
in sculptural beauty. These are built according to th, 
Kakatiya tradition. It is believed that two konerull 
(ponds) and two bell metal chariots were buried in th 
earth. Many stone images are seen near the entranc 
of the temple. Facing the temple, there is aston 
inscription 5 feet in height, 3 feet 9 inches in width an, 
1 foot in length. The letters are not legible. Near thi 
there is a dilapidated well the origin of which is nc 
known. It is believed that when human blood flov. 
over the inscription into the well from Chennakesav 
temple, immense treasure lying under the inscriptio 
comes out. Yet another local belief is that when til 
entire temple of Chennakesava is ruined, the villa! 
Chimata too is expected to be extinct. There is a Yin: 
yaka temple at a short distance towards north of Chi 
nnake<;ava temple and it is in ruins. The hoary past c 

these-temples deserves research. 
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Gangothsavam or Gangamma Kolupu is celebrated 

according to the convenience of the villagers. Usually 
it takes place in Chaitram (March-April) within a few 
days after Ugadi. Animals are sacrificed. For the 
past 4 or 5 generations, this festival is celebrated. It is 
of local significance. Ryots of the village patronize the 

festival and local people congregate. All communities 
participate. 

Poleramma Kolupu is also celebrated according to 
the convenience of the villagers. 

Source: Sri Vukanti Lakshminarasaiah, Ayurvedic 
Vaidya, Chimala 
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Kochcharlakota - Situated at a distance of 6 
~miles from Markapur in Kurnool District, 7 mi

les from Gajjalakonda Railway Station and 35 miles 
from Darsi. The village has an old fort founded by a 
Gajapathi King. It was afterwards captured by Prata
parudra of Warangal and remained in the possession 
of his successors till it passed into the hands of Vijaya
nagar rulers. There is an old and dilapidated mud 
fort said to have been built by Mandapatirajulu round 
the. village. 

The total population of the village is 2,179 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Yadava, ('tc.; Scheduled 
Castes (198)-Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes 
(4)-Yerukula, Yanadi, etc.; Muslims and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour, weaving and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temples of Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy with 
stone Sivalingam, Varadarajaswamy in a dilapidated 
condition with His image and of village deity Ankala
mma are the places of worship in this village. The 
deity Anjaneyaswamy with no temple is worshipped. 
Roman Catholics worship the cross and Muslims wor
ship the peers. 

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy festival is celebrated 
for 5 days during Mahasivaratri, i. e., from Magha Ba .. 
hula Chaturdasi (January-February). Fasting, feasting, 
jagaram and river bath are observed domestically. It is 
an ancient festival extending to the neighbouring villa
ges also. Only Hindus participate in it. Vaisyas are 
the patrons. A Saivite of Bharadwajasa got ram is the 
pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all. There is free 
feeding. 

Sri Varada Rajaswamy festival was being celebra
ted for 9 days in Phalgunam (February-March), but it 
is stopped now. Michel uthsavam is celebrated in 
Asviyujam (September-October) i. e., 29th September. 
Cocoanuts are offered to Anjaneyaswamy. Animal 
sacrifices are made to Poleramma and Ankalamma. A 
Vaishnavite of Kasyapasa gotram is the pujari of Vara
darajaswamy with hereditary rights. All these festivals 
are of ancient origin and of local significance. Prasa
dam is distributed to aU. 

Peerla Panduga (Moharram) is celebrated by only 
local Muslims. 

Source: 1. Sri T. Krishna Murty, Karnam, Kochchar-
lakota . 

2. Sri N. V. Subba Rao, Teacher, Kochchar
lakota 

3. Sri Shaik Mahboob Saheb, Teacher, Pan
chayat Samithi School, Kochcharlakota 

2. Rudrasamudram- Situa ted at a distance of 5 miles 
from Gajjalakonda Railway Station and about 19 miles 
from Darsi. 

The total population of the village is 1,208 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Reddy, Balija, Yadava, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes (5)- Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes 
(19) and Christians. The chief means of li,·elihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Ramaswamy temple and the churches of Ba
ptists and Roman Catholics are the places of worship. 
Gramadevatha temple is under construction. Hanu
man's stone image is also being worshipped in this place. 

Sri Anantharayuni festival in the name of Hanu..; 
man is celebrated in April for 3 days. It is being cele
brated for the past many years and is of local signifi
cance. Vaisyas, Brahmins and Kammas are the pat
rons. Pujari is a Brahmin of Palutla gotram. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. There is free feeding and social 
dinners are arranged. 

Prabhas on carts are prepared annually at the time 
of Poleramma Jatara. He-buffaloes, goats and fowls 
are sacrificed to the deity. Only local Hindus partici
pate in it. Intoxicants are used as a custom. 

Source: Sri D. Lazarus, Headmaster, P. S. Elemen
tary School, Rudravaram 

3. Badapuram - Situated by the side of hills at a 
distance of 16 miles from Darsi and 18 miles from 
Donakonda Railway Station. 
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The total population of the village is 853 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Vaisya, Kapu, Kummara, Chakali, Yadava, etc.; Sche
duled Castes (170); and Muslims. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, trade and other traditional occupations. 

Kanakadurga temple is situated 220 yards away to 
the north of this village, built by Sri V. G. Panchaksha
ram. The image is in human form with a crown and 
4 hands holding sankhu, chakra, sword and trisulam. 

Kanakadurga Tirunala is celebrated for two days 
from Phalguna Suddha Purnima (February-March). 
Arrangements are made a week in advance. Devotees 
pray to beget children and to get free from evil spirits. 
Cocoanuts, naivedyams and boochakra go dugulu (umbr
ellas with heavy silver circular base) are offered. Devo
tees come with prabhas accompanied by music. Animals 
are sacrificed to the deity early in the morning at 4-00 
a.m. on Bahula Padyamisoon after the worship. Fasting 
a JJ.d jagaram are the common domestic observances. For 
the past 23 years it is being celebrated and is confined 
to this and the neighbouring 3 villages. Sri G. V. Pan
chaksharam is the patron from 1937. Only Hindus par
ticipate. Prasadam is distributed to all. There is free 
feeding. 

Sri Thyagaraja Vardhanthi (birth day celebration) 
is celebrated on Pushya Bahula Panchami (December
January). Fasting and jagaram is observed on Vaikunta 
Ekadasi. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra 
Suddha Navami (March-April). 

Purla Panduga or Moharram is a common festival 
for Muslims. 

Source: 1. Sri T. Krishna Murty, S. E. 0., Pancha
yat Samithi, Darsi Block 

2. Sri S. Guravaiah, B. Sc., B. Ed., Science 
Assistant, Z. P. High School, Donakonda 

3. Sri R. A. Prabhakara Rao, H. M., Pan
chayat Samithi Elementary School, Ba
dapuram 

4. Sri P. George, Assistant, P. S. Elemen
tary School, Badapuram 

4. DODakoDda - A Railway Station situated by 
the side of hills at a distance of about 5 miles from 
Kurichedu, 23 miles from Darsi and 130 miles from 
Nellore. This village also goes by the name Gangadona
konda on account of the existence of the village God
dess, Gangabhavani. 

The total population of the village is 1,320 and 
it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hin
dus; Scheduled Castes (25); Muslims and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

Gangabhavani temple with Her awe-inspiring im
age in human form with two fangs and nine hands and 
a church are the places of worship in this village. 

Kanakadurga temple constructed by Sri V. C. Pan
chaksharam is 200 yards away to the village. The 
deity is in human form with four hands having sankhu, 
chakra, sword and trisulam. 

Gangabhavani alias Gangamma is also known as . 
Donakonda Ganga. About 5,000 years back one Avala 
Vala Raju fought Kalabhuta Ganga Raju and died. 
Eranuka Raju, Nalanuka Raju, Poturaju, Pedda Raju, 
etc., were his sons and jangams were his followers. 
All these persons died in the battles that took place 
between them and Vaviketha Raju, Amara Bhupathi 
Raju, Simhadri R.:ju and Sindhu Bhalani. At that time 
a few Renati Kapus went to Vijayawada to worship 
Goddess Kanakadurga. Bathing in the Krishna, they 
found the image of Ganga, which came in the river 
from Yellamanchili. Thinking Her to be Goddess 
Kanakadurga, they carried it with them in great joy. 
On their way, when they reached this place the deity 
possessed one of the Kapus and revealed that she was 
Donakonda Gangamma and asked them to instal her 
there and go to Boggulakonda, where they could get 
the idol of Kanakadurga. Accordingly they went to 
Boggulakonda and found the image of Kanakadurga. 
Afterwards Tirunala was first celebrated by Potlapati 
Polu Reddi and Podile Gangi Reddi. The above men
tioned Rajus who fought the battles are believed to be 
the ancestors of Katama Raju, the great Yadava hero. 

There is a hillock at a distance of 4 fourlongs from 
this place. On it there are the relics of houses of the 
ancient kings, who are quarrelsome. Unable to tole
rate the disunity of the kings, Goddess Gangabhavani 
sat onarock near the hillock and wept bitterly. The 
rock on which she sat goes by thl! name Kanneeru 
Banda (kanneeru-tears; banda-rock) and it glitters even 
this day. 

Gangabhavani Tirunala takes place for 8 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Dasami to Bahula Vidiya. De
votees fulfil their vows. Prabhfls are dragged. Pongali, 
bonams and puttu vendrukalu (the hair dedicated to the 
deity since birth) are offered. A he-buffalo is sacrificed. 
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New born babies are named after the deity. Domesti
cally fasting is observed. It is also said that the deity 
helped the Yadava hero Katama Raju of Kanigiri in 
the disguise of a cow in the battIe between him and 
Manuma Siddhi of Nellore. For the ages past this is 
being celebrated and is confined to a few parts of this 
district. There is an inam land of about 100 acres. 
With the income of that land, the expenditure of the 
festival is met and the pujari is given remuneration 
annually. Kapus are the trustees and the Yadavas 
are the followers. About 5,000 devotees of all Hindu 
communities local and from a few parts of this district 
congregate. 

Thyagaraja Vardhanti is celebrated on Pushya 
Bahula Panchami (December-January) for a day. 

Kanakadurga Tirunala is celebrated for two days 
from Phalguna Suddha Purnima (February-March). 
Cocoanuts are offered. Prabhas are brought and animals 
are sacrificed. Sri Panchaksharam is the patron from 
1937. 

Sri Rama Navami is being celebrated for the past 
6 years. 

Source: 1. Sri G. Radhakrishnaiah, Headmaster, 
Zilla Parishad High School, Donakonda 

2. Sri A. B. Kotaiah, Teacher, Samithi Ele
mentary School, Gangadonakonda 

3. Sri G. Manikyam, Headmaster, Sami
thi Elementary School, Gangadonakonda 

5. Namassivayapuram - Situated at a distance 
of 3 miles from Kurichedu Railway Station and 10 mi
les from Darsi. It was ruled by Brahmins in ancient 
times. 

The total population of the village is 1,252 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Reddy, Balija, Yadava, Togata and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihoo'd of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, weaving and other traditional 
occupations. 

Ankalamma Parameswari Tirunala was being cele· 
brated for 6 days from Vaisakha Bahula Panchami 
(April - May). It was confined to this and the neigh
bouring Villages. Brahmins were the patrons. All 
local communities except Christians were participating 
i~ it. But the Tirunala is stopped for the past 20 years. 

Source: 1. Sri I. Isaac, Headmaster, Special S. 
Elementary Sc;ho(ll, Namassivayapuram 

2. Sri 1. Marthamma, Assistant, Special 
S. Elementary School, Namassivayapuram 

6. Kuricbedu - Situated at a distance of 12 miles 
from Darsi by road. It is a Railway Station on Vijaya
wada-Hubli Railway line and the village is one mile 
away from the station. Kuruchaveedu its former name 
was corrupted into Kurichedu in course of time. 

The total population of the village is 4,547 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Nayibrahmin, Chakali, Boya, Kapu, 
Balija, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes (187) - Madiga, 
Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (72); Muslims and Chris
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other tradi· 
tional occupations. 

The temples of village deity with the images of Siva, 
Parvati, Nandi and Navagrahas, a Mutt with the tomb 
of Subrahmanya Yogi and an elevated building with a 
margosa tree in the centre of the village are the places 
of worship. Siva temple was built at the time ofCholas. 
Subrahmanya Yogi was a Brahmin saint who protected 
the village from epidemics during his life time. 

Subrahmanya Yogi festival is celebrated for one day 
in Karthikam (October-November). Cocoanuts and 
camphor are offered. Fasting, feasting, jagaram and 
bath in sacred waters are the common domestic obser· 
vances. It is being celebrated for the past 20 years and 
all local communities participate in it. A BaJija man is 
the pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Grama Devatha festival is celebrated for a day, 
once a year with no fixed date. Cocks, hens, goats 
and sheep are sacrificed. It is 80 years old and all local 
communities participate. Telagas are the pujaris. 

Navarathrulu are celebrated for ten days in Asvi
yujam (September-October). It is 40 years old and all 
the local Hindus participate. Sivarchaka of Bharadwa
jasa gotram is the pujari. 

Nagoorvalli Vrs is celebrated for two days in Ma
gham (January - February). It is 20 years old and all 
local communities except Christians take part in it. 

Distribution of prasadam is common in all these 
festivals. 

Source: Sri M. V .R. Seshagiri Rap, L. T. Assis
tant, Z.P. High School, Kurichedu 
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7. Potlapadu - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Kurichedu Railway Station on Vijayawada - Gun
takal Railway line and about 13 miles from Darsi. 

The total population of the village is 2,580 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kamma, Nayibrahmin, 
Kummari, Chakali, Telaga, Balija, Yadava, etc.; Sche
duled Castes (147) - Adi Andhra, Madiga, Mala, etc.; 
Scheduled Tribes (55), etc.; Muslims and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Bangaramma, Gutchi
konda Ramayogi Mutt with the Jeeva Samadhi of 
Rama Yogi, a mosque and a church are the places of 
worship in this place. 

Ramayogi was born in the ,Nallamalai hills. He 
was a Yadava and was looking after the goats. He ob
served a goat for a few days coming out of a cave with 
empty udder. One day he followed the goat into the 
cave and saw a rishi milking the goat. He prostrated 
before the rish;. The rish; cut a hole in the thigh of 
Ramayogi, placed a talisman in it and rubbed the wound 
with the juice of some strange leaves. From that day 
great change occurred in his life. He wandered about 
several plac.es and finally settled in this village. He per
formed many miracles during his life time. When he 
uttered the name of Goddess Tripurasundari, she was 
appearing with trisulam (obelisk) in human form and 
speaking to him. When he took his bath in the well he 
was appearing to different people in different wells simu
ltaneously. Thrusting an obelisk to any part of his 
body, he was asking the people to pull it with all their 
mite. But the limb was expanding like rubber. He was 
a lover of peace. Whenever he saw any street quarrel 
he was smlshing desperately his head against stones and 
blood was rushing out. Seeing the bloodshed of the saint 
the two rival parties were coming to a compromise. 
Then Ramayogi was passing his hand over the wounds 
and the wounds were vanishing even without leaving 
any mark. When he decided to enter the tomb while he 
was alive (Jeera samadhi) the then British Government 
objected to it. Afterwards he constructed a samadhi 
secretly in the water, entered into it with his life and 
made the tomb covered with iron bars. For sometime he 
was answering the needs and necessities of the devotees. 
He had several disciples. A few elders of the village 
who had acquaintance with him are still ali\ e. 

Gutchikonda Ramayogi Brahmothsavam is celebra
ted for 3 days from Pushya Bahula Tadiya to Panchami 

(December-January) with much pomp and ceremony. 
Ordinary prabhas, prabhas richly decorated with beads 
of various colours and special prabhas decorated with 
coloured electric bulbs by means of dynamo are brou
ght in procession, accompanied by music by the devo
tees in fulfilment of vows. Cocoanuts, fruits and flowers 
are offered. Goats, rams and fowls are sacrificed. Per
sons possessed by evil spirits and the issueless visit the 
Brahmothsavam with much devotion and are blessed 
by Yogi. Fasting and jagarana are the domestic obser
vances. Duringjagarana cart loads of cocoanuts are 
offered to the saint. Approximately for the past 60 
years this is being celebrated and extends to the neigh
bouring districts also. Brahmins and Kapus are the 
patrons and Sri A. Ramakrishna Rao, son of Venkata
krishnaiah, a Brahmin is the trustee. About 40,000 
devotees irrespective of caSle and creed from this and' 
the neighbouring districts congregate. A few sadhus 
and sanyasis also come from distant places and attend 
the function. Pujari is Sri Gadipe Malakaiah, a sadhu 
~nd receives a sum of Rs. 14 per month as salary. 

A fair is held in this connection in an area of one 
acre dedicated to the saint. Tradesmen from the nearby 
places arrange shops and tax is collected. Eatables, 
utensils, lanterns, toilet goods, books, photos, clothes, 
agricultural implements and toys are sold. Kolatams, 
procession of prabhas, dances, circus, merry-go-round, 
lottery, etc., are the items of entertainment. There are 
choultries and the pilgrims stay there for two days. On 
the third day there is free feeding for the poor and 
Sadhus. 

Source: 1. Sri Syed Ismail, Teacher. Potlapadu 
2. Sri M. Ruben Kavi, Teacher, Potlapadu 

8. Nayudupalem West-Situated atadistanceof9 mi
les from Kurichedu Railway Station and 22 miles from 
Darsi. As this village is adjoining to Vallela, a small 
forest, it is a.lso called Vallela Nayudupalem. 

The total population of the village is 1,178 and it is 
made up of the following sub-communities of Caste 
Hindus; Scheduldd Tribes (205); Muslims and Christi
ans. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and oth~r traditional 
occupations. 

Sri Ramaswamy temple, Peerla Chavidi and a 
church are the places of worship in the village. Bol
likolldarayaswamy's black stone image of 2 feet high in 
the form of Vishnu is being worshipped on the nearby 
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hill. The Lord is believed to be the incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu and the hill is called BoIlikonda. 

Sri BoUikondarayaswamy Tirunala is celebrated for 
a day on Phalguna Suddha Purnima (February-March), 
preparations being made 4 days in advance. Decorated 
prabhas are brought. It is being celebrated for the past 
5 years and is confined to this· and the neighbouring 5 
or 6 villages. It is said that Singamaraja family were 
the original patrons. But for the past 5 years Sri Ti
runala Venkata Subbaiah, the village Karnam, has been 
patronizing the festival. About 1(;),000 Hindus partici., 
pate. 

A few shops are kept on the night of Tirunala by 
the local salesmen and foodstuffs, eatables and toys are 
sold. 

Prabhas accompanied by dance and music are the 
entertainments. 

Source: 1. Sri I. Ratnam David, H. M., Spl. Sami" 
thi Elementary School, Naidupalem 

2. Smt. G. Kripamma, Naidupalem West 

9. Chandavaram-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Guntur-Kurnool road, 6 miles from Donakonda 
Railway Station and 39 miles from Darsi. 

The total population of the village is 1,821 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin,.. 
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Agnikula Kshatriya, Reddy, 
Gangavarya, Pitchiguntla, Rajaka, Balija, Yadava, 
Kummari, Nayibrahmin, etc.; Scheduled Castes (82)
Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (45) - Yerukula, 
Yanadi, etc.; Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Ankalamma temple with her beautiful stone image 
in female form is the place of worship in the village. 
Peerlu made of brass are kept in the Peerla Chavidi. 

Ankalamma Kolupu is celebrated for 7 days from 
Vaisakha Suddha Chaturdasi to Bahula Panchami (Ap
ril-May). Animals are sacrificed. It is of ancient origin 
but of local significance. The deity has inam lands de .. 
dicated by the ancient Agrahariks. All local communi
ties participate. Agnikula Kshatrias are the pujaris and 
are enjoying the inam lands. The expenses of the fes
tival are met from the sUbscriptions made by the villa
gers. 

Source: Sri Krishnavatla Raja Gopala Sarma, Karnam, 
Chandavaram 

10. Avulamanda - Situated at a distance of about 
6 miles from Kurichedu Railway Station and 20 miles 
from Darsi. 

The total population of the village is 1,094 and it 
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hin
dus; and Scheduled Castes (5). The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agricul ture, agricultural la
bour and other traditional cccupations. 

Sri Bollikondaswamy is the deity worshipped. 

Sri Bollikondaswamy festival is celebrated for a 
day on Phalguna Suddha Purnima (February-March) 
with 5,000 local congregation. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
the Collector, Nellore District 

11. Tburpu Veerayapalem - Situated at a distance 
of 17 miles from Kurichedu Railway Station and 42 mi
les from the taluk headquarters. 

The total population of the village is 1,144 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria (Raju), Telaga, Kapu, 
Settibalija ,Yadava, Kuruva, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(213)-Adi Andhra, Adi Dravida, Chalavadi, Madiga, 
Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (34)-Bagata, Gadaba, 
Chenchu, Koya, etc.; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture~ 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Poleramma, Bangaramma, Anja
neyaswamy and Rama are the places of worship in the 
village. 

Grama Devatha Poleramma Jatara is celebrated 
for five days once in 3 or 5 years according to the con,. 
venience of the villagers. Fowls, goats and he-buffa
loes are sacrificed. Cocoanuts are offered. It is an 
ancient festival of local significance. Village heads are 
the patrons. All local Hindu communities participate. 
Potters are the pujaris. 

Source: Sri M. Meera Saheb, Teacher, Thurpu Veera
)'apalem 
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12. Edara - Situated at a distance of 8 miles to 
the north of Kanigiri-Addari bus road, 10 miles from 
Vinukonda Railway Station on Masulipatnam-Hubli 
railway line and 15 miles from Darsi. The village got 
the name Edara by the Edaravagu (vagu means stream) 
which flows by the side of the village. 

The total population of the village is 1,259 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Viswabrahmin, Pamula, 
Balija, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (33) - Yerukula, 
Yanadi, etc.; and Christians. The chief means of live., 
lihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour , 
trade and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Ashtapadmala (lotus with eight pe
tals) Ankalamma Devatha with Her stone image in 
human form, Sri Venu Gopalaswamy and Rama are 
the places of worship in the village. 

Ashtapad mal a Ankaladeva tha Tirhnala is cel e brated 
for five days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima to Bahula 
Chaviti (April-May). Commencement on Purnima, 
kappera and ranakappera on the noon of Bahula Pady
ami, pula kappera on Bahula Vidiya, suddula ban/hi 
(singing the ballots or songs about the history of the 
deity by the Pambalas) on Bahula Tadiya and Tirunala 
on Bahula Chavithi are celebrated. Jaggery water, vada
pappu, cocoanuts and fruits are offered. Fasting and 
jagaram are observed on Vaikunta Ekadasi and Siraratri. 
It is 90 years old and is common throughout the district. 
Devotees come from 60 neighbouring villages. The pa
trons belong to Brahmin, Vaisyaand other Hindu sub
communities. About 5,000 devotees of all Hindu 
communities participate. BaJija of Janakuneelugotram' 
is the pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all. There is 
free feeding for Brahmins and Vaisyas. 

A fair is held for one day in connection with the 
above festival in an area of 6 acres which belongs to 
the Brahmins with a co~gregation of about 5,000 per
sons from this and the neighbouring 60 villages. It is 
being celebrated for the past 30 years. Shops for 
selling foodstuffs, eatables, lights and torches, books 
and photos, fancy goods and toys are opened. Merry
go-rounds, bhajans, kolatams,lotteries and music par
ties afford entertainment to the assembled. 

Source: 1. Sri M. Venkateswarlu, Teacher, Edara 

2. Sri G. Adinarayana Reddy, Block Develop
ment Officer, Dorsi 

3. Sri M. Venkateswarlu, Teacher, Panch a
yat Samithi Elementary School, Edara 

13. Thurakapalem hamlet of ManepaUe - Situa
ted at a distance of one mile from the main village 
Manepalle, 5 miles from Tallur and 30 miles from Kuri
chedu Railway Station on Masulipatnam-Hubli Rail
way Line. It is said a Muslim, postal runner between 
Pottakamur and Addanki dug a chelama (a hole or pit 
dug for water in the dry bed of a river or rivulet) for 
water and constructed a small hut to rest in this place. 
Gradually many families settled here and named the 
village Thurakapalem (Thuraka - Muslim). 

The total population of the main village Manepalle 
including its hamlets is 3,342 and it is made up of the 
following communities: Caste Hindus - Vaisya, Kapu, 
JJalija. Chakali, Mangali, Vadde, etc.; Scheduled Cas
tes (252); Scheduled Tribes (13); and Mus1ims. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
turallabour, trade and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple is the place of worship. Village 
deities Poleramma, Ankamma and Peddamma, repre
sented by stones are worshipped in this village. There 
is a small temple for Poleramma. 

Once a few elders of the village were returning 
from a cattle fair. On their way feeling thirsty they 
stopped at a well. While they drank water a box was 
found. The deity Peddamma possessed a person, reve
aled her name and asked them to worship her for their 
prosperity. But when they paid no heed to her words 
they lost their eye-sight. So they brought the box to 
this village, constructed a small house and installed the 
stones in it. During kolupulu the head of a he-buffalo 
is buried, horns being visible. This is an awe-inspiring 
scene. 

Gramadevathala Panduga is celebrated with no 
fixed date but according to the convenience of the 
villagers or when epidemics break out in the village. 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deities. 
lntoxicants are used for getting inspiration. This is of 
local significance. Yadavas, Brahmins, Kummaris and 
Matangi are the pujaris for Poleramma and Kanakadu
rga, Ankamma and Peddamma respectively. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April). 

Source: Sri S. Seshaiah. Teacher, Thurakapalem 

14. Pothakamuru - Situated on Darsi-Chemaku
rthi road at a distance of 6 miles from Darsi, 19 miles 
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from Kurichedu Railway Station on Masulipatnam
Hubli Railway Line and 66 miles from Kandukur. 

It is said that Botla Rama, one of the commanders 
of Sri Krishna Devaraya constructed Botlapalem ham
let of this village under his family name. 

The total population of the village is 3,495 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Reddy, Kamma, Vadde, Mangali, Rajaka, 
Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju), Telaga, Kapu, 
Balija, Yadava, Kuruva, Jangam, Kummari, Badiya, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes (87) - Madiga, Mala, etc.; Sche
duled Tribes (26) - Yerukula, Yanadi, etc.; Dudekula 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Chennakesavaswamy temple with His stone and 
copper proccession images, Mallikarjuna temple with 
stone and copper procession images, Ankamma and 
Poleramma temples with stone images are the places of 
worship in Pothamakur. 

Sri Pothuluri Veerabrahmam temple constructed by 
Sri Pokuri Hanumachari, a Viswabrahmin with a stone 
Iingam, 4 procession im~ges and Govindamma stone 
image in female form, Eswaramma temple with Her 
stone image, 4 Rama Mandirs, Yellamma Shakthi tem
ple, Poleramma temple and Peerla Chavidi are the pIa .. 
ces of worship in Botlapalem. 

Sri Pothuluri Veerabrahmam Aradhana is celebrated 
for 3 days on Vaisakha Suddha Dasami, Ekadasi and 
Dwadasi. Sri Veerabrahmam had his Jeeva Samadhi 
in Kandimallaiahpalem in Badvel Taluk of Cuddapah 
District. He came from Mysore State, did penance in 
the caves at Yaganti in Banganapalle Taluk of Kur
noel District, showed several miracles and wrote Kala
jnanam. He had many disciples of whom Dudekula 
Siddaiah was most beloved. Ordinary procession on 
the first day, procession of prabhas of various kinds such 
as ordinary prabhas, electric prabhas and kumkum carts 
on the second day and Adavi Poleramma Jatara on the 
third day are celebrated. Fasting on these three days 
and jagaram on the third day are observed domestically. 
Cocoanuts, fruits :md flowers are offered. It is being 
celebrated for the past 15 years, and is confined to this 
and 20 to 30 neighbouring villages. Pokuri Pullaiah, 
son of Hanumachari is the patron. About 10,000 de
votees of an communities participate. Pujari is Sri 
P. Pullaiah, a Viswabrahmin of Bharadwaja gotram 
with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 
'There arc choultries for Brahmins and Vaisyas only. 

Sheep, fowls and goats are sacrificed to Adavi Pole" 
ramma on the third day of the festival. 

A fair is held for two days in connection with the 
above Aradhana. About 10,000 people of all commu
nities local and from the neighbouring villages congre
gate. Shops are kept by the salesmen of nearby vill
ages. Eatables, utensils, torchlights, fancy goods, Ayu .. 
rvedic medicines, books, photos, clothes, agricultural 
implements and toys are sold. Pandals are erected. 
Prabhas, merry-go-rounds, dances, dramas, lotteries, 
fancy dresses, bhajans, etc., afford entertainment to 
the visitors. 

Chennakesavaswamy image is brought to Bhotla
palem in procession during Dasara. Sri V. Narasimha
charyulu is the pujari. Sri C. Punnaiah is the pujari 
in Mallikarjuna temple. 

Source: 1. Sri Shaik Pasha Saheb, Teacher, Special 
Elementary School, Pothakamuru 

2. Sri Shaik Moulali, L. T. Assistant, Z. P. 
H. School, Pothakamuru 

3. Sri Shaik Bajisaheb, Assistant., S. J. B. 
School, Pothakamuru 

4. Sri T.G.Krishna Murty, Teacher, S. J. B. 
School, Pothakamuru 

5. Sri N. Amareswara Rao, Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad High School, Pothakamuru 

15. Samanthapudi - Situated at a distance of 6 
miles to the east of Darsi, 15 miles from Kurichedu 
Railway Station on Vijayawada-Guntakal Section of 
the Southern Railway. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,404 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Reddy, Kamma, Bondili, Sale, Chakali, Vadde, 
Kamsali, Kummari, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Telaga, Kapu, 
Settibalija, Yadava, Kuruva, Mangali, Muthracha etc.; 
and Scheduled Tribes (21)-Yerukula; Dudekula Mus
lims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Chennakesava, Sri Rama, Anja
neya with his stone image, Katamarajn with a stone in 
his name constructed in the Gangamma Maidan, Po
leramma and Nancharamma are the places of worship. 

Kafamaraju Tirunala is celebrated for two days on 
the succeeding Sunday and Monday after Chaitra Bah
ula Tadiya (March-April) in commemoration of the 
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great Yadava hero Katamaraju of Kanigiri who dierl a 
heroic death in the battle that took place between him 
and Manumasiddi of Nellore regarding the payment of 
grazing tax. Great heroes like Khadga Tikkana and 
Brahma Rudraya and even the cattle fought the battle. 
Generally this festival is celebrated on the above men., 
tioned days. But if anyone dies on that day it will be 
postponed to another convenient day. On Sunday 
the deity is installed and on Monday kolupu is celebra
ted. Prabhas are taken round the temple. Cowherds ob
~erve this mostly as the celebration of this festival is 
believed to help prosper the cattle. It is believed that 
the celebration of this festival causes 90% of the cows 
to produce bull-calves. Intoxicants are used in large 
quantmes He-goats and raIDs are sacrificed. Devotees 
fuifi1 their vows. Bath in the Ramateertham Koneru, 
fasting and feasting are the domestic observances. This 
is being celebrated since the origin of the village and is 
of local significance. Yadavas (Gollas) are the patrons. 
Local people of all communities con'gregate. Pujari is 
a Yadava known as Modati (first) Golla with heredi
tary rights. The present pujari is Kummarisetty. Food 
is distributed among the temple servants. Temporary 
shops are opened by the merchants of the neighbour
ing villages to sell eatables, mirrors, combs, books, 
cloth. agricultural implements and toys. 

Devotees fulfil their vows to Anjaneyaswamy by 
performing akupuja (worship with leaves) to Him on 
Jaishta Suddha Purnima (May-June). 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) with much pomp 
and ceremony and arranging processions. 

Village deity Nagarapamma is the family deity of 
Pokurivaru. Once a year before Ugadi (Telugu NewYe
ar's day)they fulfil their vows to her and offer naivedyam. 
Unless the milk of the she-buffalo that just delivered is 
offered to the deity first it does not yield milk, even to 
this day. Once in 10 years Nagarapamma Kolupu is 
celebrated by spending Rs. 2,000. Plump rams and 
he-goats are sacrificed and non-vegetarian dinner is 
arranged. 

Gangamma is the family deity of Amaravaru fami-
1ies. Once in 10 years unless they celebrate Gangamma 
Kolupu they neither offer milk and curd to others nor 
receive the same froni them. About Rs. 800 approxi
mately are spent on the occasion. 

Ankamma is worshipped by the Kapus. 

Source: 1. Sri M. John, Headmaster, Panchayat 
Samithi Elementary School, Nimmared
dipalem 

2. Sri M. Kondu Singh, Teacher, Special 
Samithi School, Nimmareddipalem 

3. Sri P. Kotaiah, Assistant, Zilla Parishad 
High School, Pothakamuru 

16. Choutapalem - Situated at a distance of 21 
miles from Darsi. 

The total population of the village is 1,321 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Reddy, Kamma, ChakaIi, Kummari. Kamsale, 
langam, Vaisya, Yadava, Vadde, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(199)-Madiga, Mala, etc.; and Christians. The chief me
ans of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul
tural labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Eswaramma with Her bronze im
age in female form and of Sri Rama, Katamaraju, Pole
ramma and a church are the places of worship in this 
village. Eswaramma was the grand-daughter of Sri 
Pothuluri Veerabrahmam of KandimalJayyapalle in 
Cuddapah District. 

Eswaramma Tirunala is celebrated annually on 
Vaisakha Suddha Dasami (April-May) for a day. It is 
chiefly confined to the Kamsali caste of the Village. On 
that day as Sri Veera Brahmam entered samadhi, it is 
regarded as a holy day and tirunala is celebrated. From 
1944 onwards this festi,al is being celebrated and is 
confined to the nearby two or three villages. All com
munities participate. Viswabrahmin is the pujari with 
hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to aU. 

Animals are sacrificed in celebrating the uthsavam 
to Poleramma. 

Sri Rama Navami celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April) is another festival of the village. 

Source: 1. Sri Ch. Venkateswarlu, Headmaster, Sa
mithi Elementary School, Darsi 

2. Sri Gadamsetti Subba Rao, Assistant Tea
cher, Choutapalem 

17. Darsi - Taluk headquarters, situated at a dist
ance of 7 miles from its sub-division, 9 miles from Ku
richedu Railway Station on Guntakal-Vijayawada line. 
It is a low lying place with hills at a distance of 4 miles 
and with three tanks. 
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Source: Sri P. Nagaiah, Teacher, Panchayat Sami
thi Elementary School. Vaddepadu 

The total population of the village is 4,550 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin~ 
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Velama, Balija, etc.; 
Scheduled Castes (140); Scheduled Tribes (41); Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama and Siva are the places 
of worship in this village. There are Ankalamma, Po~ 
leramma, and Katamaraju temples also in the village 
with the stone images. There are a church and amos.., 
que. 

Ankalamma, Poleramma and Katamaraju Tiruna
las are celebrated with no fixed dates according to their 
convenience for three days. Goats, fowls and sheep are 
sacrificed. The local Hindus participate. The deities 
have inam lands for their maintenance and Brahmins 
are the pujaris. 

Source: 1. Sri S. Narasimha Rao, Tahsildar, Darsi 

2. Dasari Anandam, Headmaster, Panchay
at Samithi Elementary School, Darsi 

18. Vaddipadu - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Cheenarakatla-Panakonda road, 6 miles from 
Donakonda Railway Station and 13 miles from Darsi 
by road. 

The total population of the village is 832 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Reddy, Kummari, Chakali, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (31)-Adi Andhra, Adi Dravida, Mala, etc.; Sch
eduled Tribes (7); and Muslims. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Poleramma temple with Her stone image and neem 
trees on the outskirts of the village and Rama temple 
are the places of worship. 

Poleramma festival is celebrated on a d~y suited to 
the villagers. The village heads, viz., Karnam, Mun
siff and President collect grain from the ryots accor
ding to the number of yokes they possess, select a day 
for uthsavam and announce it in the village. Sheep and 
he-buffaloes are sacrificed. It is an ancient festival of 
local significance. Only Hindus participate. Kummari 
is the pujari with hereditary rights. 

. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
'Navami (March-April). 

19. Tburpu Venkatapuram - Situated at a distance 
of 2 miles from Darsi-Podili road, 3 miles from Darsi 
by road and 15 miles from Kurichedu Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 643 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma, Reddy, Chakali, Mangali, Kummari, Kam.,; 
sali, Vaisya, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes (31)-Ma
diga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (9) - Yerukula, 
Yanadi, etc. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Ankalamma temple with Her awe-inspiring stone 
image in the form of Shakthi wearing weapons and 
Rama temple are the places of worship in this village. 
Harijans are not allowed to enter the temples. 

Ankalamma Tirunala is celebrated for 3 days from 
Vaisakha Suddha Vidiya to Chaviti (April-May). The 
legend says that Ankalamma Devatha followed the 
carts of firewood of these villagers who were returning 
from the forest and established herself in the local 
tamarind grove. She revealed to the villagers about 
Her existence through Ganachari (person who gets pos
sessed of the deity) and asked to celebrate Tirunala. 
Five solas ( one sola is 1/4 of a seer) of rice is re
served on the first day, cooked as ponga/i on the third 
day and offered to the deity. Naivedyam is then dis
tributed among the Chakalis and Madigas. Fowls, 
goats and sheep are sacrificed. Vows are fulfilled by 
the devotees in the form of carrying prabhas, offerings 
of ponga/i and sacrifice of animals. It is an ancient fes
tival but of local significance. The villa.gers and the vill
age leaders patronize the festival and the expenses are 
met from the collections of the villagers. All local 
communities participate. A Kummari is the pujari 
with hereditary rights. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on Chai
tra Suddha Navami (Md.rch-April). Jaggery water and 
vadapappu are offered as naivedyam and distributed as 
prasadam. 

Source: Sri G. Venkatrama Sarma, R. M. P., Rama
chandrapuram 

20. Rajampalle - Situated at a distance of 18 miles 
from Kurichedu Railway Station on Hubli-Masulipa
tnam Railway line. 
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The total population of the village is 1,251 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Reddy, Viswabrahmin, Kummari, 
Kamma, Vaisya, Yadava, Muthracha, Chakali, Mangali, 
Vadde, Kammara, Balija, Boya, etc. ;Scheduled Castes 
(76) - Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled Tribes (18) -Yeru. 
kula, etc. ; and Muslims. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Anjaneyaswamy temple with His stone image 
is the place of worship. It is said that a shepherd was 
told in a day dream by Lord Hanuman that he had no 
abod e and asked him to construct a temple just on the 
bank of the Musi river to instal his idol in it and cele
brate the annual festival in his name so that the Musi 
River may become perennial. Accordingly the villagers 
constructed a small temple on the edge of the Musi 
River. There are also Rama temple and Peerla Cha
vidi. Poleramma and Ankamma 'are being worshipped 
in the form of stone images. 

Sri Anjaneyaswamy Tirunala is celebrated for a 
day on Chaitra Suddha Dasami (March-April). 
People of this and the nearby villages go to the temple 
with their chariots studded with the idol of Hanuman 
in front of it with a belief that the childless will be ble
ssed with children and thll t the villagers will prosper 
with timely rains, crops and fodder and that famine will 
be averted. The Karnam is the patron. Devotees of 
all communities participate in it. A Brahmin is the 
pujari. 

Poleramma and Ankamma Jataras are celebrated 
with no fixed date; and sheep and he-buffaloes are sac
rificed. They are being celebrated for the past 20 years 
and are of local significance. Local ryots patronize the 
festival. All local Hindus participate. A Kummari is 
the pujari. 

Source: 1. Statement of Fairs and Festivalsfurni
shed by Collector. Nellore 

2. Sri G. Neeladri Naidu, Revenue Inspec
tor, Darlii 

21. Annavaram - Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from Darsi by bus and 17 miles from Kurichedu Rail

, way Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 198 and it is 
made up of lhe following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kapu, Kummari, Balija, Yadava, etc. The 

chief mean!l of livelihood of the people are agriculture 
and agricuIturallabour. 

Sri Anjaneyaswamy temple by the side of River 
Musi with His stone image in the form of Hanuman 
painted with colours is the place of worship. 

Sri Anjaneyaswamy Prabhothsavam is celebrated 
on Chaitra Suddha Dasami and Ekadasi (March-April) 
for two days. Pujas are performed in the noon and 
Brahmothsavam is celebrated in the evening. Coconuts 
and ponga/i are offered. Bath in the river Musi and 
jagaram are observed demostically. The devotees bring 
carts with prabhas in the noon soon after they 
finish the festival at homes. For the past 20 years it is 
being celebrated and is of local significance. All local 
Hindu communities participate. Brahmins are the pu
jaris. A choultry is there to provide accommodation to 
the pilgrims and prasadam is distributed to all. There 
is free feeding. 

Source: Sri S. Venkata Subbaiah, Teacher, Kothakota 

22. Boddikurapadu - Situated at a distance of 5 
mi1es from Ongole-Kanigiri bus route and 30 miles 
from Ongole Railway Station. About 400 years back 
there was a village Aduripatnam in this place. During 
the reign of Voddiraju, son of a certain Chola King 
that village was ruined. 

The total population of the village is 3,448 and it 
is made up of the several sub-communities of Caste 
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (159); Scheduled Tribes (61)
Bagata, Gadaba, Chenchu, Koya, etc.; and Muslims. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour, trade and other tradi
tional occupations. 

The temples of Poleramma with Her stone image 
in human form, Siva, Vishnu and a Peerla Chavidi are 
the places of worship in this village. There are the 
temples of Rama and Poleramma in Veluguvaripalem, 
hamlet of Boddikurapadu. 

Poleramma Kolupulu are celebrated in Sravanam 
(July-August) once in 3 years. Pujas are performed 
and naivedyams are offered. Animals are sacrificed 
after puja. This is of local significance. Local Hindu 
communities participate in it. Kummaris and Yadavas 
are the pujaris. 

In Veluguvaripalem Poleramma Kolupulu are cele
brated on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April) for 
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a day. Prabhas are taken out in procession. Fowls 
and he-buffaloes are sacrificed to the deity. Every year 
people go to the outskirts of the village, cook their 
food under the trees, offer naivedyam with music and 
had their meals there. This is an ancient festival of 
local significance. All local Hindu communities parti
cipate in it. 

Sri Rama Navami is also celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). The ancient 
images of the Lord are decorated with new clothes 
and taken out in procession with music. Pandals are 
erected and bhajans are conducted. Bath in the koneru 
(sacred tank), fasting and jagarana are the domestic 
observances. This is an ancien t festival of local signi
ficance. H arikathas are the items of entertainment. 

Source: 1. Sri R. Koteswara Rao, K. M., Boddiku
rapadu 

2. Sri Subbaramiah, Teacher, Panchayat 
Samithi Elementary School, Boddikurapadu 

23. Nagambhotlapalem - Situated at a distance 
of 12 miles from Darsi and 25 miles from Kurichedu 
Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 3,211 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Reddy, Kamma, Sale, Kammara, 
Kummari, ChakaJi, Vadrangi, Mangali, Vaisya, Tela.., 
ga, Yadava, Velama, Muthracha, Viswabrahmin, etc.; 
Scheduled' Castes (79)-Madiga, Mala, etc.; Scheduled 
Tribes (18); and Muslims. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural lab
our and other traditional occupations. 

Gunti Gangamma temple at a distance of three 
miles from the village in the hillocks with Her stone 
image in human form is the place of worship. Rama 
temple. mosque and a church are the places of wor
ship in its hamlet, East Gannavaram. 

Gunti Gangamma Tirunala is celebrated for a day 
on Chaitra Bahula Vidiya (March-April). Devotees 

fulfil their vows. A selected person with his teeth 
tears the jaw, tongue and skull of the he-goat before 
it is sacrificed. This is known as gavupattuta. He
goats and rams are sacrificed to the deity. This festi
val is confined to the villages in the neighbourhood 
and its hamlet, East Gannavaram. The patrons are 
Telagas. About 10,000 devotees of all Hindu commu
nities participate. Pujari is a Yadava. 

In this connection a fair is held. About 200 
shops which sell eatables, utensils, lanterns, books 
photos and earthen toys are opened. 

Dances, motor cycle feats and circus are the items 
of entertainment. Pandals are erected temporarily for 
Brahmins and Vaisyas. There is free feeding for 
Brahmins, Vaisyas and Weavers ( Sales). 

Source: 1. Sri G. Venkataiah, Assistant Teacher, 
Panchayat Samithi School, Tallur 

2. Sri D • V. Subba Rao, Headmaster, Pan
chayat Samithi School, Tallur 

24. Somavarapadu - Situated at a distance of 
12 miles from the taluk headquarters Darsi and 2S 
miles from Kurichedu Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,174 and it 
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus; 
and Scheduled Tribes ( 4). The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural la
bour and other traditional occupations. 

Gunti Gangamma is the deity worshipped in the 
village. 

Gunti Gangamma Tirunala is celebrated for two 
d1Ys from Chaitra Bahula Vidiya (March-April) with a 
congregation of 10,000 devotees of this and the neigh
bouring villages. 

Source: Statement oj Fairs and Fest ivalsJurn ished by 
Col/ector, Nellore 
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tt\5urrappadia - Situated on the bank of river At
~leru, at a distance of 21 miles from Tangutur 

Railway Station and 37 miles to the north of Kandukur. 

The total population of the village is 550 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddi, Kamma, Raj aka , Mangali, Ba
lija, Yadava, etc.; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes 
with 86 persons and Christians. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Ankamma temple which is located to the north
west of the village with Her image in the form of a 
stone is the place of worship. 

Ankamma Tirunala is celebrated for 3 days from 
Jaishta Suddha Purnima (May-June). On the first 
<lay Ammavari Katha is narrated; animals are sacrificed 
and kumbham (cooked rice) is offered. On the second 
day, the story of Renuka Mavuramma battle is told and 
on the third day, pongali is offered and prabhas are 
taken in a procession. Cocoanuts are offered. For 
the past two centuries, this is being celebrated and is 
confined to ten neighbouring villages. Kapus patron
ize the festival. People from this village and the neigh
bouring 10 villages congregate. PuJari is a Jangam 
Devara and prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is held in an area of one acre around An
kamma temple. For the past 200 years, this fair is 
held. It is held for 3 days. About 2,000 people con
gregate there and about 30 shops are arranged. Co
coanuts, mangoes and sweet limes are sold. 

Source: Sri Alla Mala Kondaiah, President, Pan
chayat, Gurrappadia 

2. Nennurpadu - Situated on the northern bank 
of the river Musi, at a distance of 20 miles frcm Tan
gutur Railway Station and 35 miles from Kandukur. 

The total popUlation of the village is 991 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin. Vaisya, Reddi, Raj aka, Vadde, Goundla, 
Yadava, etc.; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes with 65 
persons; Scheduled Tribes 20 persons and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the pelople are agri-

culture, agricultural labour and other traditionaloccu .. 
pations. 

Agastheswaraswamy temple in the middle of the 
Musi river with His idol in the form of a lingam is the 
place of worship. 

Sivaratri (Agastheswaraswamy festival) is celebrated 
on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February). The 
marriage ceremony of the deity is celebrated. Abhishe
kam, fasts, jagarana and river bath are observed dome
stically. Cocoanuts and corbans are offered. For 
the past 60 years this festival is celebrated and is con
fined to the nearby 10 villages. Brahmins and Kapus 
patronize the festival. People of all Hindu communi
ties congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin. Free feeding 
is there. 

A fair is held around the temple in a plot of 10 ac
res belonging to the government along with the festival 
every year. It is held for two days and approximately 
2,000 people of all communities congregate there. A 
few shops selling eatables, utensils, etc., are held there. 
Dramas, harikalha.~ and bhajans are the items of enter
tainment. Bhajan brindam is led by Chitta Ramayya 
of this Village. Pandals are erected. There are chou
ltries where Brahmins and Vaisyas are fed free. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
Sri Karimella Ramireddy, Panchayat Presi
dent, N ennurpadu 

3. Jarlapalem hamlet of Peda Kandlagunta
Situated at a distance of 4t miles to the north of Pon
nalur, the Firka headquarters, 17 miles from Kandu
kur and about 18 miles from Singarayakonda Railway 
Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,466. It is 
multi-ethnic in composition consisting of Caste Hin
dus; Scheduled Castes popUlation of 146; Scheduled 
Tribes popUlation of 37. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Brahmamgaru is worshipped. 

The festival of Sri Pothuluri Veera Brahmam garu 
is celebrated for a day on Chaitra Suddha Padyami 
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(March-April). It is of local significance and approxi
mately 10,000 Hindu devotees from the nearby villages 
congregate. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
the Superintendent of Police, Nellore 

4. Vempadu-Situated on the banks of Paleru at 
a distance of 121 miles from Kandukur and 21! miles 
from Singarayakonda Railway Station to the west of it. 
Ponnalur-Singarayakonda metal road is at a distance of 
41 miles from this village. 

The total population of the village is 495 and 'it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Chakali, Vadde, Mangali, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes population of 138 and Dudekuia 
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other 
traditional occupations. 

Venugopalaswamy temple with His image in human 
form is the place of worship. There are no temples for 
Ankamma,Poleramma, Kanakadurgamma and Mahala
kshmamma but they are worshipped in the form of 
stones. " 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Tirunala is celebrated once 
in three years for 10 days in Vaisakham ( April-May) 
or in laishtam ( May-June) from Suddha Sapthami to 
Bahula Padyami. For the past 200 years, this festival 
is celebrated and is confined to this and the neighbour
ing villages. The trustee is a Kamma. Hindu devotees 
from this and the neighbouring villages irrespective of 
caste and creed congregate there. Pujari is a Vaish
navite of Atreya gotram with hereditary rights. Prasa
dam is distributed to all. There is free feeding for 
pilgrims. 

Gramadevatala Uthsavam for the village deities 
Ankamma, Poleramma, Kanakadurgamba and 
Mahalakshmamma is celebrated for 4 days in Vaisak
ham (April-May) or Jaishtam (May-June). Pongal/u 
are offered for her grace to protect the village from 
epidemics. Chaldi (stale food) is offered to each deity 
for three days and pongali on the fourth day. During 
tirunala, animals and fowls are sacrificed and vada
pappu, bhakshams (a'kind of sweet prepared of jaggery 
and gram) and cocoanuts are offered. For the past 200 
years, this festival is being celebrated and this is of local 
significance. Local people of all Hindu communities 
congregate. 

Source: Sri Gandukota Subba Rao, Teacher, Vempadu 

5. Peridepi - Situated at a distance of 12 miles 
from Tangutur Railway Station and 13 miles from 
Kandukur. There are buses to Tangutur and Kondapi 
from this village. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,603 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, ChakaJi, 
Mangali; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes with 306 
persons; Yerukula, Yanadi Scheduled Tribes with 36 
persons; Dudekulas and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy temple with His stone 
image, Sri Uma Maheswaraswamy temple with His 
stone idol, Sri Brahmamgari Mutt with His stone image 
and a church are the places of worship. 

Sri Kodandaramaswamy and Sri U rna Maheswara
swamy Kalyanothsavams are celebrated simultaneously 
for 5 days in Vaisakham (April-May) from Suddha 
Ekadasi to Purnima. For the past 40 years, this festival is 
being celebrated and is of local significance. Brahmins 
patronize the festival and local Hindus congregate. 
Vaighanasas and Saivites are the pujaris in Kodanda
ramaswamy temple and Uma Maheswaraswamy temple 
respectively. 

Sri Brahmamgari Uthsavam is celebra ted on Chaitra 
Suddha Padyami (March-April) for one day. For the 
past 5 years, this festival is celebrated. This is of 
local significance. Kammas patronize the festival and 
local people congregate there. Pujaris are Viswabrah
mins (Goldsmiths). 

Source: Smt. K. Soundaryam, Teacher, Samithi Spe
cial Elementary School. Peridepi 

6. Goginenivaripalem, hamlet of Muppavaram
Situated at a distance of 12l miles from Tangutur Rail
way Station of which 11 miles can be covered by bus 
upto Muppavaram in Tangutur-Kondapi bus and the 
remaining I! miles has to be covered by walk or by cart. 

This village is recently constructed by the ryots for 
facilitating their cultivation. 

The total population of the main village including 
the hamlet is 2,613 and it is made up of the following 
communities : Caste Hindus - Kamma, Chakali, 
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Mangali, etc.; Scheduled Castes 272 perso!1S and Sche
duled Tribes 29 persons. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Jwala Narasimhaswamy temple, the first of its 
type in India is the place of worship. Generally His 
temples are not constructed in the towns or villages but 
on hillocks and hills as He is believed to be a fierce 
deity. In the temple facing east, there is a black stone 
image of Narasimha, coming out of a stone pillar in 
human form with lion's head as if killing Hiranyaka
sipa to save His devotee Prahlada from the hardships 
put to him by his father, Hiranyakasipa. It looks very 
fierce with His spread out blood red tongue. There is 
an image of Chenchulakshmi, consort of Lord Nara
simha, with kind looks lifting Her right palm in abha
yahasta posture and pointing Her left palm towards 
Her feet. Opposite to Narasimha, Garutmanta (in human 
form with eagle's beak and wings) vahanam of Sri Vis
hnu appears in namaskara posture. To the south of 
this the idols of Sri Rama, Lakshmana and Sita are in
stalled. There is an image of Anjaneya in a posture 
showing immence devotion towards Sri Rarna. To the 
north, an image of Subrahmanya, son of Eswara is 
installed, which signifies unity of Lord Vishnu and Lord 
Siva. The tower and the walls of the temple are rich 
with sculptural beauty and artistic excellence. The image 
of Narasimha with the intestines of Hiranya Kasipa 
around His neck; Sri Vishnu in lying posture on Adi
sesha ~ the great serpent, surrounded by His consort 
Lakshmi and His devotees Narada and Tumbura sing
ing; the image of Lord Krishna preaching Bhagavad
gita to His beloved disciple Arjuna; the images offrigh
tened rakshasas at the sight of Lord Narasimha which 
are in the corners and the image of Lord Brahma, the 
creator, coming out in a bud from the umbilicus of 
Lord Vishnu are the sculptural pie~es worth seeing. 

Every Saturday, devotees congregate in the Nara
simhaswamy temple. A Kamma possessed by the de
ity revedls the causes for the sufferings and their reme
dies. The issueless people make pradakshinams (go 
rouRd the temple 108 times with wet clothes on) with 
fruits and flowers in their hands. Sick persons visit the 
deity several Saturdays for relief. According to the in
atructions of the K~mma priest some of them observe 
customs like eating' the food from nindu kunda (unpol
~uted food immediately after cooking), eating the food 
In a leaf, etc. 

Sri Jwala Narasimhaswamy Jayanthi is celebrated 
for a day on Vaisakha Suddha Triodasi (April-May). 
Devotees fulfil their vows. Corbans, vahanoms and 

lands are offered. For the past few years this is cele
brated and is confined to this and the neighbouring vil· 
lages. Devotees of all Hindu castes from this and the 
neighbouring villages congregate. Pujari is a Kamma 
with supernatural powers. On every Saturday, he gets 
possessed by the deity. He is a great devotee and eats 
fire balls and dances in fire pits. There is free feed,; 
ing to all, irrespective of caste or creed. 

Source: Sri P. V. Narayana Rao, S/o Adi Raju. Mu
ppavaram 

7. Chodavaram - Situated at a distance of 1 mile 
from the Musi river, 15 miles from Tangutur Railway 
Station, 30 miles from Kandukur and 80 miles from 
Nellore. Formerly, i.e., about 54 years back this vilIage 
was on the banks of the Musi river and in the year Pa
rabhava ( Telugu calender year) heavy loss of life and 
damage to property occurred due to floods. Hence the 
viilagers reconstructed the village at a distance of one 
mile from the river in order to avoid calamities in 
future. As this village was first inhabited by the 
Choda family of Viswabrahmin (goldsmith) commu
nity, it acquired the name Chodavaram. 

The total population of the village is 955 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Chakali, 
Vadde, Yadava, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes 
with 231 pel sons and Yerukula, Yanadi Scheduled 
Tribes with 42 persons. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other tradi tional occupations. 

Siva temple and Rama temple are the places ofwor
ship in this village. Sri Nrisimhaswamy possessed a 
Kamma who was visiting His temple in the neighbour .. 
ing village and performing puja with great devotion for 
several years turning a deaf ear to the objections of his 
parents. The Kamma youth turned into the ganachari 
and installed a picture of Nrisimha in his house for 
worship. 

Sri Nrisimhaswamy Jayanti is celebrated for two 
days on Vaisakha Suddha Chaturdasi and Purnima 
(April-May). Money, cereals, cocoanuts, incense and 
packets of camphor are offered. Ganachari beats his 
head against the floor till he gets possessed by Nrisim
haswamy and with bare hands he breaks cocoanuts and 
drinks a potful! of pallakam (jaggery water). On Fri
drys and Saturdays. issueless and unhealthy persons 
gather there to know the causes of their sufferings and 
the cure for them. Possessed by the deity, ganachari 
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reveals the cure also. Friday is reserved only for Harijans 
and Saturday for others. From 8 p. m. Hari nama
smarana (bhajan) in loud tones takes place. On Va i
kunta Ekadasi in Margasiram (November-December) 
aradhana is also performed. Ganachari calls the devo
tees and reveals the reasons for their sufferings. This 
festiv:.l had its origin in the year 1958 when the gana
chari was possessed by Nrisimha. He celebrated the 
festival with sahasra namarchana (reciting of 1000 
names of the deity) and 260 lights. The picture of the 
deity was taken in procession. Since that time 
this is being celebrated every year. This is of local 
significance. The villagers patronize the celebrations. 
Sri Rad hakrishn a Reddy of Uppal pad and theganachari 
are the trustees. Nearly 500 people from this and other 
villages within a radius of 20 miles congregate there. 
Pujari is the Kamma ganachari of Nitalaksha got ram. 
Prasadam is distributed to all and the devotees are fed 
freely. Bhajans and dramas are. the items of enter
tainment. 

Source: Sri Thiyyabandi Sambasiva Rao, Asst. Tea
cher, Special Samithi Elementary School, 
Chodavaram 

8. Paletipadu - Situated at a distance of 41 miles 
from Tangutur Railway Station, lOt miles from Singa
rayakonda and 19t miles from Kandukur. It i5 only 
at half a furlong distance from Musi river -. the boun
dary of Nellore and Guntur Districts. 

The total population of the village is 1,129 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Rajaka, 
Mangali, Kllmmari, Balija, Satani, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes with 147 persons; Yerukula, Yanadi Scheduled 
Tribes with 41 persons; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Stone images of Poleramma and Pothuraju in 
human form and Ankamma (a tree) are worshipped. 
Siva temple which is in ruins is under reconstruction. 

Poleramma Tirunala is celebrated for 5 days acc
ording to the convenience of the people once in two 
years. Skakthi kolupu is observed. Mudragada proces
sion is held with music. Recitation of stories on the 

. deity is done by Byneedis and Pambalas. On the last 
day pongallu are offered. Prabhas and carts are taken 
in procession with pomp and show. Madigas dance 
with gingling bells. Cocoanuts are offered. GOuts, 
rams, fowls and he· buffaloes are sacrificed. This fes-

tival is of ancient origin and of local ~ignificance. Vill
agers colJect funds and patronize the festival. Local 
Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Kummari with here
ditary rights. 

A fair is held for one day around the temple. A 
few shops selling eatables and utensils, etc., are arranged. 
Motors, carts and cycles are the means of conveyance. 
Swinging boards and chukkanis are the items of enter
tainment. 

Source; Sri Chundi Subba Rao, Teacher, Samithi Ele
mentary School, Paletipadu 

9. Chintalapalem, h:tmlet of Zarngomalli - Situa
ted at a distance of 4! miles from Vaviletipadu-Kame
palle road, 6 miles from Tangutur Railway Station and 
19 miles from Kandukur. It is said that there were 
a number of tamarind trees in this village. Hence 
it got the name Chintini (tamarind) puraagraharam. 
In COUrse of time it came to be called Chintalapalem. 
Sri Krishna Devaraya gave it to his laureate Rudra Kavi. 

Zarugumalli village of which Chintalapalem is a 
hamlet has a population of 3,524 and it is made up of 
the following communities: Caste Hindus - Brahmin, 
Vaisya, K'1mma, Balija, Rajaka, Viswabrahmin, Vadde; 
Scheduled Castes of Mala and Madiga, with 1,052 per
sons; Scheduled Tribes popUlation of 101; and Muslims. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Ulleramma temple with her image in human form 
and with the cabalistic letters about her or the principal 
syllable of her mantra carved on a stone slab, and Sri 
Rama temple of Adi Andhra Pal em with His picture 
are the places of w~rship. 

Ulleramma Tirunala is celebrated for a day on 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April). Cocoanuts, 
flowers, pongali, cha/di and kudumulu (puddings) are 
offered. Fowls are sacrificed when a pt'rson is possessed 
by the deity. Kolupulu, yells, dances and bhajans are 
arranged. For the past 30 years, this festival is being 
celebrated. This is of local significance. The villagers 
patronize the festival and people irrespective of caste 
or creed congregate. Pujaris are Kummaris. 

During Sivaratri and Sri Ramo Navami,prabhas are 
erected. Fasts, jagarana and sea baths are observed 
domestically. 

Source: Sri A. V. Subba Roo, Teacher, Chintalapalem 
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10. Pakala - Situated on the seashore at a dis
tance of half a mile from the Bay of Bengal. 2 miles 
from Eatapalem to the south, 31 miles from Singaraya
konda Railway Station and 13 miles from Kandukur. 
The Buckingham canal flows between this village and 
the sea. Pallepalem, Pattapalem, Yanadipalem and 
Ullapalem are the hamlets of this village. As this vill
age was constructed in the name of Pakalamma deity 
whose image lies in the pastures to the north-west of 
this village, it acquired the name Pakala. 

The total population of the village is 7,039 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin" 
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddi, Mangali. Chakali, Kum
mari, Balija, Yadava, Golla, Bhatraju; Madiga, Mala 
Scheduled Chstes with 943 persons; Yanadi and Yerukula 
Scheduled Tribes with 531 persons; Muslims and Chri
stians. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temples of Venugopalaswamy, Ramalingeswa
raswamy, Rama, Bangaramma, lalamma,peerla chavidi, 
and a church are the places of worship. Since ancient 
times a margosa tree was worshipped as lalamma by 
placing a stone as Her image. But 9 years ago, the 
tree fell down. So a temple was constructed and the 
cement image of lalamma in human form with sword 
and the trisulam (trident) in the right hands, chakram 
(disk) and kumkum casket (vermilion container) in the 
left hands is installed. 

To the east of this village near Buckingham canal 
there is a lingam which is believed to have been installed 
by Sri Rama. There is no temple. When rains fail, 
people perform abhishekams to the lingam, to get suffi
cient rains. 

In Pallepalem, hamlet of Pakala, lalamma Kolu
pulu are celebrated for 3 days oncein three years in May. 
Fruits and cocoanuts are offered. Rams and fowls are 
sacrificed. Prabhas and kumkum ban dIu are arranged. 
NitYIl naivedyam is offered. Before observing ceremo
nies in their houses, people offer cocoanuts, vadapappu, 
ptmokam (jaggery water) and naivedyam to the deity, 
On holy days people bathe in the sea. This is of ancient 
origin but of local significance. Pallevallu (Agnikula 
Kshatriyas) patronize the festival. Hindus from this 
and the neighbourhood congregate there. Pujari is an 
Agnikula Kshatria of Surya Vamsa (Solar race) and of 
Ravukolla gotra with hereditary rights. 

1. Ibid, p.428 

On festival days cocoanuts, vadapappu and naive
dyam are offered in other temples also. 

Source: Sr; Pamidipati Lakshmana Krishna Sarma, 
Teacher, Pakala 

II. Singarayakonda-Si tua ted at a dis tance of 4 mi
les from the Bay of Bengal and about 8 miles fromKan
dukur. It is a Railway Station on Madras-Vijayawada 
line. It is said that Singadu, a notorious highway 
robber lived on the hill which came to be known as 
Singarayanikonda and the village constructed at the 
foot of the hill was named Singarayakonda. This does 
not seem probable. Another origin for this name is 
that Lord Narasimhaswamy otherwise known popul
arlyas Singarayadu (the Lion-Lord) has established 
Himself on the hill and the hill was called Singaraya
konda. The name was adopted for this village at the 
foot of the hill. 

The total population of the village is 1,491 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Kalavantula, Golla, etc.; Madiga, Mala 
Scheduled Castes with 247 persons and Scheduled Tri
bes population of 72. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people is agriculture. 

In the Nellore District Manual (1873), it is men
tioned about the temple as follows: 

"There is an ancient temple here, under the designa
tion of Narasimhaswami. The tradition is that it was foun
ded by Agastya Maha Muni. There is a stone, with an 
inscription to the effect that five villages were granted for 
the support of the temple by Krishna Devarayalu. The in
am was continued for above 200 years, but resumed by the 
Mahomedan Government. There is also another stone, 
with an inscription to the effect that the viJIage of 
B(h) imavaram was granted for the support of this pagoda. 
There is a cave temple on the hill and through the cave 
there is said to be a passage leading to the adjacent pa
goda; but the entrance is blocked up by a large stone 
image, which the temple wardens refuse to be allowed to 
be removed. This pagoda has a shrotriam. The annual 
festival is celebrated in the month of April." I 

Narasimhaswamy temple with His image in the 
form of a man-lion (human body with lion's head) is 
the important temple here. This is on a hill of 200 feet 
high. The temple is enclosed by a compound wall on 
all sides. There are gopurams to the temple onlyon the 
eastern and southern entrances. Steps from the eastern 
entrance lead to Bh avanasini, the sacred pond which li
berates a man from the cycle of birth and death (Bhava 
is birth and Nasini destroyer). A bath in the sacred 
theertham gives moksham (salvation) and the soul is 
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liberated from rebirth. Indra the Lord of Heaven came 
for the darsan of Narasimhaswamy of Singarayakonda. 
He grew so nervous at the ferocious appearance of the 
Lord and Vajrayudham that his weapon, slipped down 
from his hands and under its weighty fall, Bhavanasini 
was formed. Narada Maharshi spent a long period in 
doing penance in a cottage. Lord Vishnu appeared to 
him in that parnasala (cottage). Bhavanasini is to the 
east of it. Lord Rama spent sometime there during his 
exile and under the guidance of rishis there, he establi
shed Bhoovarahaswamy. Sita asked Lakshmana for 
water to bathe as she should not bathe in the sacred 
waters with menstrual clothes. Lakshmana sent an 
arrow into the earth wherein water came through a 
spring and was collected into a pit in which Sita bathed. 
This pond is known as Rajaswala spring. 

There is a mound here known as Karatala Tippa. 
Sita had her bath in the above spring of water on the 
fourth day and had no kumkum, etc., for herself. She 
prayed to mother earth (She is Bhoomija, born in earth 
with earth as mother) and got a karat am (small casket) 
containing kumkum, etc. Thus the elevated ground is 
known as Karatala Thippa. Even now the stones there 
resemble small caskets and when broken reveal layers of 
the colour of kumkum, eye-tex, etc. 

This kshethram is said to be one of the 32 Narasim
ha Kshethrams in Andhra and is known as Dakshina 
Simhachalam (Simhachalam of the South). Pilgrims 
bathe in the Bhavanasini pond, climb up the hill by the 
steps on the southern side with all equipment for wor
ship, have a darsan of Kalabhairava, the kshethrapalaka 
(the guarding angel of the place besides the presiding 
deity is called Kshethrapalaka) and proceed for the dar
san of Lord Narasimha. The Lord here is popularly 
known as Thatha (grandfather). The story of the Lord 
being called as 'Thatha' is as narra ted below. Members 
of Parnasala family were the poets in the darbar of 
Reddy Kings. They used to visit the Lord of Singaraya
konda every Saturday. One Saturday a boy of the family 
missed and their search proved vain. When they conti
nued their search in the morning, the boy was found at 
the temple and explained to them that during the night 
he was under the protective care of Thatha and slept 
with Him. It could easily be surmised that the Thatha 
was none other than the Lord Himself. From that time 

. onwards, the Lor4 has that popular name. 

There are several inscriptions on the walls and pi
llars of the temple recording gift of villages and lands 
to the temple. 

Lord Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Brahmothsavam 
is celebrated from Jaishta Suddha Dasami(May-June). 
Rathothsavam (car festival) and Garudothsavam are im~ 
portant functions. This festival is of ancient origin and 
of local significance. There are trustees. Local devo
tees of all Hindu communities congregate. Prasadam 
is distributed to all and santharpana (free feeding) is 
arranged. 

A fair is held in this connection for two days in 
the Panchayat area and taxes are collected. Approxi
mately 2,000 people congregate. A few shops selling 
eatables, utensils, etc.; are opened by the merchants of 
Ongole and Kavali. Magic, merry-go-rounds, whir., 
ling wheels and circus are the items of entertainment. 

Source: 1 • Sri V. Ramakrishna Sastry, M. A. , B. Ed., 
Teacher, Zilla Parishad High School, Singa
rayakonda 

2. Aradhana, April & May 64 (pp. 7 to 10) 

12. Mulaguntapadu - Situated by the side of Singa
rayakonda Railway Station, 4 miles to the west of the 
Bay of Bengal and 9 miles to the east of Kandukur. 
About 1,000 years ago, it was called Muvvalagunta 
before it was drowned in the sea. As the village is in 
ruins, Mulaguntapadu is the name gi ven to it. 

The total popUlation of the village is 614 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Golla, etc. ; Scheduled Castes (158) 
and Scheduled Tribes (91). The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

The village deity Poleramma temple with her stone 
image of about 1 foot high in human form, Bhagavan 
Sri Kusuma Haranatha Nama Sankeerthana Kshetram 
and a church are the places of worship. 

During the outbreak of epidemics and cattle dis
eases, the villagers assemble and take a decision to cele
brate Poleramma festival au a fixed day. They collect 
funds from the villagers and celebrate her festival 
with pomp. Goats, rams, fowls and he-buffaloes are 
sacrificed. This is of local significance and is confined 
to the village only. Yadavas, who worship the deity 
regularly in their houses, patronize the festival. Local 
people of alI Hindu communities congregate. A Yadava 
is the pujari and pOllgali is distributed to the servants 
during kolupulu. 
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On Magha Bahula Triodasi (January-February), a 
prabha is erected and taken in procession in the name 
of Lord Siva. Devotees take oil bath and observe 
jagflrana in the night. Naivedyam and camphor are 
offered. 

Source: Sri B. V. Subba Reddy, Single Teacher, 
Mulaguntapadu 

13. Kalikivaya - Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
from Singarayakonda Railway Station on Madras-Cal
cutta Grand Trunk road, 3 miles to the west of Bay of 
Bengal and about 11 miles from Kandukur. 

According to a local tradition, long ago Kaliki 
and Bitti, two sisters constructed the two villages, Kali
kivaya and Bitragunta respectively. Yet another local 
belief is that a rakshasa by name Somakasura, stole the 
Vedas from 'Brahma. So Brahma performed tapa 
(penance) in Satya/oka and His con~ort Saraswati did 
tapa in the Bhooloka (world) in praise of Vishnu. 
Vishnu appeared to them in the form' of Hayagreeva, 
went to the hiding place of Somakasura in the sea and 
killed him in Matsyavataram (fish shape). The place 
where Saraswati performed penance was Kalikivayi and 
she granted half the fruits of Her tapa to the villagers. 
Hence the name KaJikivayi - Kaliki means Saraswati 
and Vayi means voice. As an evidence, many ren, 
owned scholars like Kuchimanchi Jaggakavi, Kuchi
manchi Thimma Kavi etc., had their education here. 
Vikrala Seshacharyulu, his son Vikrala Bhashyaka ... 
charyulu, Shadanga Vedagna Mahamahopadhyaya, 
Kalathuru Vikrala Raghavacharyulu, his son Vidya,; 
ranya Panchanana Vidyavachaspati Vikrala Rama
chandracharyulu, Vikrala Raghayacharyulu and 
Vikrala Seshacharyulu are the renowned poets, astro
logists and critics from this place. Hence this place is 
also known as 'Kavi Pandita Aramam' (place of poets 
and scholars). 

The total population of the village is 1,799 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin. Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Reddi, 
Kummari, Vadde, Chakali; Scheduled Castes (345) and 
Scheduled Tribes (18). The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Lord Chennakesavaswamy temple '¥ith His image 
in human form wearing crown, sankhu (conch), chakra 
(disk)and gadha(mace)in the hands and in abhayahasta 
'posture, Lord Malleswaraswamy temple with His idol 
in the form of a Lingam and the temple of village 

deity Poleramma with Her 3 feet high awe-inspiring 
image in human form are the places of worship. In 
front of Poleramma temple there is a three feet high 
stone image of Pothuraju and some portion of it is bu
ried in the ground. Poleramma is believed to be one of 
the seven sisters of Pothuraju and all the sisters are 
worshipped alone, one or two together or with the 
brother in several places as protectors of the village. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated for 
10 days from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Dasami (Se
ptember-October). For nine days, the deit)' is decorated 
with various ornaments and is taken in a procession 
around the temple. On the 10th day, Paruveta uthsavam 
is celebrated. At 4 p. m. the deity is duly decorated 
and taken on aswa vahanam (horse vehicle) in proces
sion to sami (prosopis spicigera) tree. Puja is offered 
to the tree in the name of Chennakesava and to Dik
palakas to have their grace. Also on Vaikunta Ekadasi, 
which falls either in M argasiram (November-December) 
or in Pushyam (December-January) the deity is taken 
in a procession. The Lord waits for procession in the 
temple door as early as 5 a. m. and to witness Him is 
considered important. It is called dwara darsanam 
(appearance at the door). So devotees take oil bath 
early in the morning ,and offer cocoanuts, camphor and 
betel leaves to the deity. Fast and jagaranam are ob
served. Hindus believe that the doors of Heaven are 
kept open on that day. This festival is of ancient origin 
though of local significance. Local Hindus congregate, 
and prasadam is distributed to all. Harikathas and 
recitation of Purana3 are arranged to entertain the 
devotees. 

When epidemics and cattle diseases prevail in the 
village, Gramadevata (Poleramma) uthsavam is celebra
ted. There is no fixed date and it is celebrated at the 
convenience of the villagers. Animals and fowls are 
sacrificed. Cocoanuts and kumbham (cooked rice) are 
offered. This is of local significance. A Kamma and 
a Kapu organise and supervise the festival and they 
have hereditary rights. They are called Demulla Peddalu. 
All local Hindu communities congregate. 

On Magha Bahula Trio das i (January-February) 
Siva and His son Veerabhadra are worshipped. Prabhas 
are taken in pro~ession. Fast and jagaranam are obser
ved. 

Source: 1. Sri Mandalapu Venkata Subhaiah, B. A., 
B. Ed., Teacher, Kalikiva}a (P.O.), via 
Singarayakonda 

2. Sri Gudla Dana Lakshmi Narasimhaiah, 
Teacher, Kalikivaya 
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14. Palukuru - Situated at a 'distance of 2 miles 
to the north of Kanigiri-Singarayakonda road, 5 miles 
to the west of Singarayakonda Railway Station and 7 
miles from Kandukur. 

Over 600 years ago, one hundred families of Sale (wea
ver) and Jandra castes were there and their family deity 
was Palukeswara. Hence the village was called 'Palukur' 
after the deity. But the two castes disappeared for rea
sons unknown and the Eswara temple constructed by 
them went into ruins in course of time. The Sivalin
gam installed by them is still to be seen. Occasionally, 
the tombs of the two people of these two castes appear 
while digging in the northern side of this village. 

The total population of the village is 4,057 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju). Kamma, Reddy, 
Balija, Yadava, Muthracha, Kummari, Kalavantulu, 
Mangali, Chakali, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes 
with 574 persons; Yerukula Scheduled Tribe with 93 
persons. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are 3griculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temples of Siddeswaraswamy, Chennakesa
vaswamy, Veerabhadraswamy and two Rama temples 
in MalapaUe are the places of worship. Besides there 
are temples of Ankamma, Poleramma, Nancharamma 
and Bangaramma. In Madigapalle, there is Mathangi 
temple. There are Rama temples in Unnamvaripalem, 
Pantavaripalem and Prattipativaripalem, hamlets of 
this village. 

In Jaishtam (May-June),Ankamma and Poleramma 
Tirunalas are celebrated and each deity is worshipped 
for 5 days. Animals are sacrificed. Local people con
gregate there. Pujari of Ankamma deity is a Saivite 
and pujari of Poleramma is a Kummari with heredita
ry rights. 

During the common festivals of Hindus, the other 
deities are worshipped and uthsavams are celebrated. 
Hindus only participate. 

Source: Sri Kondapi Krishna Rao, Headmaster, Zilla 
Parishad Elementary School, Palukuru 

IS. Vikki~alapeta - Situated on the southern 
bank of Paleru river at a distance of 5 miles from Kan
dukur and 7 miles from Singarayakonda Railway St'l
tion. There is a motorable road from Kandukur to 
this village. A few centuries ago this village was owned 

by goldsmiths who prepare statues with metals. Hence 
it acquired the name Vigrahalapeta (Vigraham means 
statue and peta means village) which was corrupted 
into Vikkiralapeta in course of time. 

The total population of the village is 1,112 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Balija, Ga
julabalija, Chakali, Mangali, Vadde, etc.;' Scheduled 
Castes' people 251; Scheduled Tribes' people only 2; 
and Muslims. The. chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Poleramma temple towards north-west of the vil
lage with Her stone image, Rama temple, Mahalaksh
mamma's jammi tree and Ankamma's banyan tree are 
the places of worship. 

Once a year Poleramma Tirunala is celebrated for 
5 days between April and July according to the conve
nience of the villagers. On the first day the function 
nilupu is celebrated. While the Madigas and Malas 
proceed with country music man d.raga da, the washer
man with a kalasam (pot) un his head visits each house 
in an order. When they are in troubles, devotees make 
vows to sacrifice animals and offer cor bans to the 
deity. During the festival, they fulfil their vows. On 
the fifth day, devotees decorate carts with colour clothes 
and erect prabha:; Deevena bandaru is offered and 
animals are sacrificed in th~ night. Pamba.las and By
needis recite the stories before the temple every night. 

This is of ancient origin though of local significance. 
Kamma patronize the festival and local Hindus congre
gate. Pujari is a washerman of Vasista gotram with 
hereditary rights: Kolatams and bhajans are the items 
of entertainment. 

Mahalakshmamma Tirunala, Ramulavari Tirunala 
and other common Hindu festivals are also observed. 

Source: Sri Sunnam Chalamaiah, Carpenter, Vikkira
lapeta 

16. Davagudur - Situated on the Tangutur-Kame
palle road at a distance of 7 miles from Tangutur Rail. 
way Station and 22 miles from Kandukur. 

The total population of the village is 1,045 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Biahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya. Kamma, Jangam, 
Chakali, Mangali,etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes 
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people 84; Scheduled Tribes' people 32; and Dudekula 
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditio
nal occupations. 

Temples of Chennakesavaswamy, Malleswara, Sri 
Rama and Sri Viratpotuluriveera Brahmam are the 
places of worship in this village. The village deities 
Poleramma, Mahalakshmamma and Mallaiah are also 
worshipped. 

Lord Chennakesavaswamy Brahmothsavam is cele
brated once in three years for 9 days from Jaishla 
Suddha Saptami to Purnima (May - June). For the 
past 200 years, this festival is being celebrated and is 
of local significance. Smartha Brahmins patronize the 
festival. LO,cal people congregate. 

The village deities' Jatara is celebrated for 5 days 
in Sral'anam (J uly-August). Vadapappu (r.oaked green
gram daJ), panakam (jaggery water), cocoanuts and 
pongali are offered. He-buffaloes and sheep are sacri
ficed on the last day of the festival. This festival is of 
local significance. Kammas and other Hindus patro
nize the festival. All local communities congregate. 
Jangams, Yadavas and Kummaris are pujaris with 
hereditary rights. 

Source: Sri Chundi Seetaramaiah,Karnam, Davagudur 

17. Chirrikurapadu - Situated on Tangutur-Ka
mepalli trunk road at a distance of2 miles from Vikkira.
lapeta to the south and 7 miles from Kandukur and 8 
miles from Tangutur Railway Station. 

There was plenty of chirrikoora (a kind of wild 
green leaves known as sirikoora) considered to con
tain medicinal qu t1ities, cooked and eatel1 in this village 
in the bygone days. Hence the na.me Chirrikurapadu 
came into vogue. 

The total population of the village is 1,192 and It 
is made up of the following colhmunities: Caste Hindus 

. -Bcahmin, Kamma, Vaisya, Kummari, Chakali, Vadde, 
etc.; 183 Scheduled Castes' people; 13 Scheduled Tribes' 
~Ie and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agricul lure, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with His stone image and uthsava 
'igTdams (procession images), village deities' temple 
with their images in the form of stones and the great 

prophet Sri Brahmamgari Mutt are the places of wor
ship in this viIlage. 

Sri Pothuluri Veerabrahmam Aradhana iscelebra· 
ted for one day on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March
April), vadapappu (soaked greengram dal), cocoanuts 
and panakam (jaggery water) are offered. This festival 
is celebrated for the past 12 years and this is of local 
significance. Local Hindus congregate. Viswabra
hmins (goldsmiths) al e pujaris. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. 

Once a year Gramadevatala Kolupulu are celebra
ted. Animals are sacrificed. Kumbham (cooked rice) 
and naivedyam are offered. This festival is of local 
significance •. All Hindus except Brahmins and Vaisyas 
patronize. Local communities congregate. Pujari is 
a Kummari. 

On Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April) proce
ssion of Sri Rama is held. Vadapappu, panakam and 
cocoanuts are offered. This is oflocal significance and 
local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Vaidika Brahmin. 

Sour(;:e: Sri B.v. Subrahmanyam, Sjo Sri Subbaiah, 
Postmaster, Chirrikurapadu village 

18. Narasingolu-Situated at a distance of 10 miles 
from Tangutur Railway Station and 8 miles by walk 
from Kandukur. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1.330 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Reddi, 
Chakali, Vadde, Mangali, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Ca
stes' people 72; Scheduled Tribes' people 45; Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of Rama, Vishnu and Siva are the 
places of worship. Local ryots el ect small temples 
under the shade of trees in their fields; instal small stone 
images in the names of Poleramma, Ankamma, and 
Pothuraju (the village deities) and worship. Pothuraju 
is the brother of seven sisters of whom the above are 
two and one or more of these sisters are the village 
deities with their brother in several villages of Rayala
seema including Nellore. 

When epidemics break out, Gramadevatala Kolu
pulu are celebrated for 5 days according to the 
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convenience of the villagers between Chaitram(March
April) and laishtam (May-June). Generally this is 
celebrated once in a period of over 5 years but not 
exceeding 10 years. On the first day devotees go to 
the houses where the deity is worshipped as family 
deity with trumpets, perform puja with kumkum 
(vermilion) and turmeric. On the second day evening, 
the deity is brough t from the temple with music in pro· 
cession to the puramui/lu (a hut erected for the pur
po~e). Byneedis narrate the stories and at 10 p. m. the 
deity is taken back to the temple. On the third day, the 
deity is brought to the puramuillu in procession and 
palavelli (rice mixed with milk and jaggery) is cooked 
while Byneedis recite the stories. At 10 p.m. palavelli 
and the deity are taken back to the temple in pr~ce
ssion. On the fourth day the deity is again brought to 
the puramuillu and stories are narrated in the night. 
The deity is taken back to the temple in procession. 
On the fifth day morning, pongal/u, kudumulu (millet 
puddings) and undrallu (a kind of savoury) are prepar
ed. Before 1 p.m. the cooked dishes are taken to the 
temple walking on clothes and sarees spread on the 
ground by washermrrn to worship the deity. This cere
mony is called adugulaku madugulu. Naivedyam is 
offered and the devotees fulfil their vows. In the night 
he-buffaloes, goats and rams are sacrificed and kum
bham (cooked rice) and cocoanuts are offered. Many 
goodu ban diu and prabhas are taken round the temple. 
This festival is of ancient origin and of local significance. 
Kammas patronize the festival. About 6 or 7 thousand 
people of a11 communities from this village and 
the neighbouring villages congregate. Pujari is a Ku
mmari with hereditary rights. Naivedyam is distributed 
to the servants of the temple. 

In this connection 50 shops sell eatables, toys and 
cocoanuts. Merry-go-rounds and recitation of stories 
by Byneedis entertain the devotees. 

Ramulavari Tirunala is celebrated for 5 days with 
great pomp. Lord Rama is taken in procession and on 
the 5th day marriage of Rama is celebrated by the 
village headman by pouring thalambralu (pouring rice 
on the head of Lord Rama). Bhajans in the day time 
and Harikathas and dramas in the night are the items 
of entertainment. 

On all common festivals of Hindus, Vishnu and 
Eswara are taken in procession. 

Source: Sri Narasrngolu Venkaji Rao, Karnam, 
Narasingolu 

19. Ramachandrapuram - Situated at a distance 

of lIt miles from Tangutur Railway Station, 10 miles 
from Kandukur via Muthrasapalem. 

The total population of the village is 756 and it is 
made up of theJolJowing communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Kamma, Vadde, 
Kammara, Yadava, Chakali, etc.; Madiga, Mala 
Scheduled Castes with 90 persons; Muslims and 
Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour, shoe-mak
ing, weaving and other traditional occupations. 

There is a temple of Rama. Local ryots erect 
small temples under the shade of trees in their fields, 
instal some stones in the names of Poleramma, 
Ankamma and Pothuraju (the viIlage deities) and 
worship them. 

When epidemics and cattle diseases prevail in the 
village, Poleramma Kolupu is celebrated for 5 days 
according to the convenience of the villagers between 
Chaitram (March-April) and laishtam (May-June). 
Generally this is observed once in over a period of 5 
years but not exceeding 10 years. On the first day 
devotees go to the houses where the deity is worshipped 
as family deity with trumpets and perform puja with 
kumkum and turmeric. On the second day evening, 
the deity is brought from the temple in procession with 
trumpets to the puramuillu. Byneedis narrate the 
stories for 3 hours and at 10-30 p.m. the deity is taken 
back to the temple. On the third day, the deity is 
brought to the puramuillu in procession and palavel/i 
(preparation of milk, rice and jaggery) is cooked while 
Byneedis recite the stories. At 10 p.m. palavelli and 
the deity are taken back to the temple in procession. 
On the fourth day, the deity is again brought to the 
puramuillu and the stories are recited in the night. 
The deity is taken back to the temple in procession. 
On the fifth day morning pongallu, kudumulu (millet 
puddings) and undrallu (a kind of savoury) are pre
pared and before 1 p.m. , the cooked dishes are taken 
to the temple by devotees walking on clothes spread by 
washermen (Chakalis). This is known as adugulaku 
madugulu. Naivedyam is offered and the devotees 
fulfil their vows. In the night, he-buffaloes, goats and 
rams are sacrificed and kumbham (cooked rice) and 
cocoanuts are offered. Goodu bandlu and prabhas go 
round the temple. In this festival the other village 
deities such as Bangaramma, Nancharamma and 
Pothuraju are also worshipped. This is of ancient 
origin and of local significance. Kammas patronize 
the festival. About 6 to 7 thousand people of all 
communities from this village and from the neighhour
ing villages congregate. Pujari is a Kummari with 
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hereditary rights. Naivedyam is distributed to the ser
vants of the temple and palavelli is distributed in the 
village. 

In this co'nnection a fair is held with about 50 
shops selling eatables, toys and cocoanuts. Merry-go
rounds and recitation of stories are the items of enter
tainment. Some devotees pass their time merrily in 
chindulu veyuta (dance). veerangamu veyuta and veera
thallu vesukonuta which are Dravidian customs. 

Source: Sri Muppaneni Radhakrishna Murty, Village 
M uns iff, Ramachandrapuram 

20. Singarabhotiapalem - Situated at a distance 
of 7 miles from Kandukur and 16 miles from Singa
rayakonda Railway Station. 

It is said that Singarabhotlu, a Brahmin was doing 
tapas (penance). He had exposed his cloth to the sun. 
But the cloth went on adjusting itself in such a way 
that Singarabhotlu was always protected from the sun. 
The Nawab of the place realised that this strange phe
nomenon was due to the Tapassakthi (power of 
penance) of the Brahmin. He gave this village as an 
inam to him and hence the village goes by the name 
Singarabhotlapllem from that time (Palem-suburb or 
village or locality). 

The population of the village is 1,044 and it is 
m:lde up of the following communities; Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Rcddi, Vadde, Muthracha, Yadava, 
etc. ; Scheduled Castes' people 223; and Scheduled 
Tribes' people 58. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
othe~ traditional occupations . 

. Temples of Siva with His idol, Rama with His 
image, Pole,amm~t, Ankamma and Bangaramma are 
the places of worship. 

Maha Sivaratri (Nandiseva Uth"avam) is celebrated 
for one day on Magha Bahul61 Triodasi (January-Febr
uary). River bath is observed. The procession of 
Eswara is taken through the village. This is of ancient 
origin though oflocal significance. Brahmins patronize 
the festival. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is 
Turlapati Subbaiah, a Brahmin of Koundinya gotram. 
Pr03adam is distributed to all. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for five days from 
Ckaitra Suddha Navami to Triodasi. Fasts and river 
baths are observed. This is of ancient origin though 

of local significance. Brahmins patronize the festival. 
Local Hindus congregate. A Brahmin, Sri Turlapati 
Subbaiah of KOllndinya got ram is the pujari. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. There is free feeding. Hari
kathas take place. 

When epidemics and cattle diseases break out in 
the village, Gramadevrrtala Kolupulu to Poleramma, 
Ankamma and Bc,ngaramma are celebrated. Gene
rally this is observed once in 2 or 3 years according to 
the convenience of the villagers. He-bufLloes and 
fowls are sacrificed. This is of ancient origin and of 
local significance. All local Hindu communities 
congregate. Pujari is a Yadava. Prasadam is distri
buted to all. 

Source: Srj Anantabhotla Sankaraiah, Singarabhot la
palem 

21. Vellatur - Situated at a distance of 3 miles to 
the north of Ponnalur on Kandukur - Kanigiri 
motor route, 6 miles from Kandukur and 13 miles 
from Singarayakonda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 842 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Vadde, Golla, etc. ; 
Madiga, Mala, Scheduled Castes with 149 persons; 
Scheduled Tribe only 1 person. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture and agricultural 
labour. 

Mastanaiah tomb and some stone images in the 
names of village deities such as Poleramma and others 
are worshipped. There is an idol of Siva in the form 
of Lingam in a temple which is in ruins. 

Gramadevatala Kolupulu are celebrated once in 3 
or 4 years accordi ng to the convenience of the villagers 
and when epidemics like cholera and cattle diseases 
prevail. Animals are sacrificed. This is of local 
significance. Hindu devotees, local and from the 
neighbouring villages congregate. There is free fee
ding. 

Mastanaiah, a Mus1!m saint died here and a tomb 
is erected. Every Thursday, puja is offered. Janda 
(flag) is taken in procession. It is believed that by 
doing pradakshinams (going around) to the tomb, 
devotees possesseu by evil spirits are relieved of them. 
Since one year. this is i.n practice and is confined to 
this anj the neighbouring villages. All communities 
patronize and congregate. 
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Source: Sri Maddali Kondraju. Karnam, Vellatur There is Sri Rama temple. Stone image of the vill-

22. Ravulakollu, hamlet of Naganna Khandriga
Situated on the southern bank of river Paleru at a 
distance of 4 miles from Ponnalur - Vemulapad road, 
10 miles from Kandukur and 20 miles from Singaraya
konda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,482 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus -
Brahmin, Kamma, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Chakali, 
Mangali, Kummari, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled 
Castes' people 203; Scheduled Tribes' people 96; and 
Dudekula Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Temples of Venugopalaswamy, Ananta Kodanda
ramaswamy and Ankamma are the places of worship. 
Poleramma one of the village deities has no temple. 

. 
Sri Rama Navami (procession of Ananta Kodanda

ramaswamy) is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha Navami 
(March-April). This festival is of ancient origin 
though of local significance. All Hindu communities 
congregate. Pujari of this temple and of Venugopala
swamy temple is a Vaighanasa Brahmin. 

Other Hindu festivals are celebrated on domestic 
levels and puja is performed in the temples. 

Once in three or four years, Ankamma and Pole
ramma Jataras take place according to the convenience 
of the people. On the day of pongallu, animals are 
sacrificed. This is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. Local people patronize the festival and 
congregate. Pujari is a Kummari. 

Source: Sri Ravulakollu • ..,'rihari Rao, Karnam, 
Ravulakollu 

23. Chavatapalem - Situated at a distance of 4 
miles from Ponnalur on Kanigiri-Kandukur bus route 
and 20 miles from Singarayakonda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,302 and it 
,is made up of thl? following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Kamma, Mangali, Kummari, Chakali; Madiga, 
Mala, Scheduled Castes (166); Muslims and Chris
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

age deity Ankamma is worshipped in female form. But 
there is no temple for her. 

Nadiveedhi Jatara (middle of the street) is celebra
ted for 2 days in the name of Ankamma on 16th & 17th 
January. This is done for the promotion of health and 
wealth of the villagers. This is celebrated in the middle of 
the street and hence the name Nadiveedhi Jatara. Pudd
ings, puffed millet and rice are offered. Animals are 
sacrificed. For the past 40 years, this festival is cele
brated and it is of local significance. Village headmen 
and officials patronize the festival and all communities 
congregate. Pujari is a Yadava. 

Source: Srj /ppagunta Srj Rama Murty, Karnam, 
Chavatapalem 

24. Badevaripalem, halmet of Nekunampuram -
Situated between Pandivagu and Yerravagu on the 
south and north respectively, 5 miles from KJndukur 
and 14 miles from Singarayakonda Railway Station. 
Bade Saheb was the first inhabitant of this place. 
Hence it was named Badevaripalem (Palem means vil
lage or habitat) . 

The total population of the village is 4,161 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus -Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Vadde, Muthracha, 
Yadava, Rajaka; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes 
with 722 persons; Scheduled Tribes 34 persons; 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with His brass image in human 
form and Poleramma temple with Her stone image ~n 
female form are the places of worship. 

When epidemics break out, Poleramma Tirunala 
is celebrated for nine days from Jaishta Suddha 
Purnima (May-June) or Eruvaka Purnima (May-June), 
preparations being made one week in advance. Pana
kam (jaggery water), vadapappu(soaked greengram dal) 
and cocoanuts are offered and animals are sacrificed. 
This festival is of ancient origin and of local signific
ance. Kammas patronize the festival. Only Hindus 
from this and the neighbouring villages congregate. 
Pujari is a Yadava with hereditary rights. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

In this connection in a plot near the temple dedi
cated to the deity, a fair is held for 3 hours from 
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3 p. m. to 6 p. m. Appoximately one hundred shops are 
arranged in the fair selling eatables, utensils, lanterns, 
pictures and photos, agricultural implements, and toys, 
etc. Dances before the prabhas decorated with 
electric bulbs, peacock dances, Harikathas, recitation of 
historical stories by Pambalas and fencing with sticks 
are the items of entertainment. 

Source: Sri I. M. L. Narasimha Rao, Teacher, 
Badevaripalem 

25. Singamanenipalle - Situated at a distance of 
2 miles from Kandukur - Pamur motor route, 6 miles 
from Kandukur and 16 miles from Singarayakonda 
Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 956 and it is 
made up of the following communities; Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Kamma, Vadde, Muthracha, Golla, Chaka,; 
Ii; Scheduled Castes' popUlation of 298 ; Scheduled 
Tribes' population of 34; and Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, weaving and other traditional 
occupations. 

Temples of Rama, Gangamma with Her image iQ 
human form, Nancharamma with Her image in human 
form are the places of worship. The images of Anka .. 
mma and Poleramma are worshipped but they have 
no temples. 

Ankamma, Poleramma and Gali Devathala Kolu
pulu are celebrated for 16 days when epidemics, cattle 
diseases, prevail in the village. Dhoopam, deepam and 
naivedyam are offered. Recitation of stories by 
Pambalas takes place during which some devotees get 
possessed by the deity and on such occasions also 
anim;tls are s~crificed. He-buffaloes, rams and fowls 
are sacrificed. This is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. Local Hindus patronize the festival. 
All local communities congregate. KutUmaris, Gollas 
and Madigas are the pujaris with hereditary rights. 
There is free feeding for the poor. 

Source: Sri Chalamchala Venkateswarlu, Assistant 
Teacher, Zilla Parishad Special Elementary 
School, Singamanenipalle 

26. Sakhavaram - Situated at a distance of 9 
miles to the south-west of Kandukur and 18 miles 
from Singarayakonda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,817 and it 
is multi-ethnic in composition comprising various com,. 
munities of Caste Hindus; Mala, Madiga, Scheduled 
Castes with 187 persons; and 11 Scheduled Tribes' 
people. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other 
traditional occupations. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy temple with His image and 
with the images of His consorts Rukmini and Satya
bhama, Lord Malleswaraswamy temple with His idol in 
the form of Lingam and the village deity Ankalamma 
temple with Her image in human form are the places of 
worship in this village. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanothsavam is celebra
ted for 5 days from Pushya Suddha Ekadasito Purnima 
(De<.:ember-January). Cor bans, cocoanuts, vadapappu 
(soaked greengram dal), panakam (jaggery water), 
panchakajjayam (mixture of puffed rice and bengal
gram, savoury, dry cocoanut and jaggery) pu lih ora , 
dadhyojanam, and chakkara pongali are offered. 
This festival is of ancient origin and is confined to 
this village and the nearby villages. This villagers 
patronize the festival. About 2,500 people from this 
and the nearby villages congregate. Pujari is a Vai
ghanasa Brahmin of Bharadwaja gotram. 

A fair is held for one week in this connection in 
the tempk's plot of 1 acre. A few shops selling eatables, 
utensils, etc., are opened. Harikathas, music and 
kolatams take place and provide entertainment to over 
3,000 devotees. 

On Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February), 
Malleswaraswamy Rudrabhishekam is performed and 
a procession is held. Panakam, vadapappu, cocoanuts 
and panchakajjayam are offered. This is of ancient ori
gin and of local significance. Villagers patronize the 
festival. Local people congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin 
belonging to Gurukulam. A fair is held in this conne
ction for one day near Siva temple. 

Once in 5 years, Sakthi J atara is celebrated accord
ing to the convenience of the villagers.- Animals are 
sacrificed to Ankalamma, the village deity. This is of 
local significance. Villagers patronize the festival. 
Local people and the neighbouring villagers congregate. 
Pujaris are Yadavas. 

A fair is held for 15 days in the temp1e's plot of 3 
or 4 acres of land. Approximately 1,000 people from 
the neighbourhood congregate and they come by walk 
only. 
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Source: Sri P. V. Ragharaialz, Teacher, Sakhavaram 

27. Voletivaripalem - Situated on the Chundi
Kandukur road at less than a mil~ from Chundi, 
about 12 miles from Kandukur and 24 miles from Sin
garayakonda Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,383 and it 
is made up of various communities of Caste Hindus; 
Scheduled Castes population of 125 and Scheduled Tri
bes population of 17. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricUltural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Veera Anjaneyaswamy Aradhana is performed 
on every Sunday. Devotees observe fast and go round 
the temple (pradakshinam). During Sankranti (i. e., 
on 14th January), prabhas are taken in procession 
between 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. for one day. People offer 
hair towards the fulfilment of their vows. This is 
of ancient origin and is confined to this and a few 
nearby villages. Chundi Z,lmindars were patronizing 
the festivals by giving monthly payments to the pujaris. 
After the abolition of the estates, the present pujari is 
patronizing the celebrations. Devotees from this villa
ge and the neighbouring villages congregate. Pujari is 
Pancharatra Brahmin of Haritasa gotram with heredi
tary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. Devotees 
who fulfil their vows feed some people. There is an 
Arama Kshetram. 

Source: Sri Karempudi Raghavacharyulu, Archaka 
(Pujar i), Chundi 

28. Cbundi - Situated at a distance of 16 miles 
from Kandukur and 25 miles from Singarayakonda 
Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 2,357 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
- Yada va, Boya, etc.; Madiga, Mala, Scheduled Castes 
with 73 persons; and Yanadi, Yerukula Scheduled Tri
bes with 69 persons. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriCUlture and agricultural labour. 

"Chundi is the Zemindari of that name. There is a 
very ancient temple of Vishnu here, under the designation 

. of Janardanaswami, .It is said to have been built in the 
time of the Reddy dynasty. There is a manta pam support
ed on four carved stone pillars and a granite flagstaff six-

1 NeIfore District Manual (873), p. 430 
2 NeHore District Manual (l873), p. 429 

ty feet high and one foot square, covered with carbon. 

There are two ruined forts here - one is said to have 
been built by Pochakayafa Venkata Rama Reddy, and the 
other by Kamineni Pedda Muttaraz.". 

TempJes of Ramalingaswamy, Ankamma and Ja
nardhanaswamy are the places of worship in this village. 

The temple of Lakshminarasimhaswamy with His 
consort Lakshmidevi and the temple of Eswara with 
His consort Parvati are situated on a hill, Malakonda 
in the forest at a distance of 5 miles from this village. 
The Puranas (epics) state that Lord Lakshmi Narasim
ha was installed by the great Rishi (sage) Markandeya 
in Tretayuga. There are 101 ponds on the hill, but 
not with sufficient water. As Lakshminarasimhaswamy 
temple is situated on Malakonda, the presiding deity is 
called Malayadd Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy (Adri 
means hill). 

Every Saturday, deeparadhana takes place in Lak. 
shminarasimhaswamy's temple and naivedyam is offered. 
Tonsuring for children in token of fulfilment of vows 
takes place. Gold and silver, clothes and money are 
offered. This is confined to this and the nearby villages. 
Endowment Board and the trustees are the patrons. 
Hindus from this village and neighbourhood congrega. 
teo PUjaris are Vaishnavites since 200 years. Prasa. 
dam is distributed to all. There are choultries. 

Source: Sri Anllaluru Venkateswarlu, Chundi 

29. Ayyavaripalle - Situated amidst a forest at 
a distance of 5 miles from Chundi village and about 20 
miles from Kandukur. 

The total population of the village is 817 and it is 
multi-ethnic in composition containing Caste Hindus; 
lQl Scheduled Castes' people and 40 Scheduled Tribes' 
people. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

"There is ...... (an) ancient temple here, dedicated to 
Vishnu, under the designation of Lakshmi Narasimhaswa
mi. It is visited every Saturday; and persons who have 
vows to perform feed the visitors. The hill is considered 
a place of great sanctity. It was formerly surrounded by 
dense jungle, and there were about ten cells provided 
for ascetics. The pagoda is about eighty yards high, with 
a breadth of twelve yards. There is a mantapam supported 
by fourteen pillars, and a stone tank at the foot of thehill. 
The inam was granted in the time of Achuta Devarayulu". 2 
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The shrine as well as the Lord of this temple have 
been carved out of a huge rock. Close to this temple 
there is a pond in which water is found throughout the 
year. People from all parts of the district visit this 
place, specially on Saturdays and offer their prayers. 
The Hindu devotees name their children not only after 
the Lord but also after the name of the hill 'Mala
konda'. 

Lakshminarasimhaswamy alias Malakondaswamy 
festival is celebrated every Saturday. The Lord is 
worshipped and devotees fulfil their vows. This is a wi
dely known festival. People from this and several parts 
of the district congregate. (Please also see under Chundi 
village for further particulars). 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished 
by the Collector, Nellore 

30. Lingasamudram - Situated at a distance of 
about 18 miles from Kandukur. 

The total popUlation of the village is 3,303 and it 
is made up of several sub-communities of Caste Hindus; 
Scheduled Castes (328); and Scheduled Tribes (12); 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

There is a temple of Lord Siva in the village. 

Sivaratri festival is celebrated for one day on Ma
gha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) in the Siva 
temple. It is of ancient origin though of local signifi
cance. Local Hindus congregate. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnishedby 
the Collector, Nellore 

31. Kalavalla - Situated at a distance of 12 miles 
from Kandukur and 13 miles from Thettur Railway 
Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,530 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kummari, Mangali, Bali
ja, Chakali, Vadde, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled 
Castes with 342 persons; Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 
13 persons; and Christians. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Temples of Madanagopalaswamy, Siva, Rama, 

village deity Nan.:haramma with Her stone image in 
female form and a church are the places of worship. 

Nancharamma Tirunala is celebrated once in three 
years for 5 days in Jaishtam (May-June) commencing 
from Purnima. On the first day according to the 
custom of the village, Nancharamma, the presiding de
ity is brought in procession with music, accompanied 
by other family deities, boW avulu (white cows), veera
thallu and pavanalu to Grama Devatha mandiram (abode 
of the village deity, erected at the time of the festival) 
and seated on a throne. On the second day palave/li 
(milk, jaggery and rice) is cooked by Yadavas in a sele
cted house and brought to the temple with the music of 
kommulu (horns), jamikelu, thappetas (country drums) 
andpambajollu in a procession. The fioor is decorated 
with muggulu (various designs with chalk powder, rice 
flour, etc.) and puranic stories pertaining to Devatha 
are recited. Palavelli is offered with the permission of 
the headmen. On the third night, an image of the deity 
is made (resembling the original deity) and is brought 
to the temple with music, and the floor is decorated 
with muggulu. On the fourth night, the stories of Re
nuka, Jamadagni, Parasurama and Giriraju are reci
ted. On the fifth day, all communities observe fast and 
cook pongali. With prabhas and carts, they visit the 
temple and do pradakshinams (going round the temple). 
After pradakshillams naivedyam is offered and nagari. 
veta (first animJ.I on behalf of the village) is sacrificed. 
Coconuts, deepam and dhoopam are offered and ani
mals and fowls are sacrificed. In the night, Yadava 
Charitra (History of Yadavas) written by Srinatha. the 
famous Telugu poet, the stories of Khadga Tikkana, 
Manuma Siddi and Katama Raju. Ganga and Katama 
Raju samvadam (dialouge), Rajula BhatIa Rayabharam 
(mission of Rajula Bhatia) and wars, etc., are recited. 
After reciting the story of Yadava Bathiranna returning 
from Kasi (Banaras) and offering pindams to the per
sons died in wars and sending their souls to the Heaven 
by the grace of deities. Palavelli is distributed with the 
permission of elders and the festival is concluded. 
This festival is of ancient origin and extends to several 
parts of the district. Kammas patronize and all com
munities organise the festival according to their status. 
LOCi,] inhabitants and devotees from several parts of 
the district irrespective of c;:ste and creed congregate. 
Palavelli is distributed to all. 

Sivaratri on Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (January
February), Sri Rama Navami on Chaitra Suddha Nava
mi (March-April) and Madanagopalaswamy festival 
on Margasira Suddha Ekadasi (November-December) 
are theother important festivals celehrated in the village. 



144 SECTION Xl 

Source: 1. Sri Ch. Kotaiah. Teacher, Kalavalla 
2. Sri A. Jacob, Teacher, Ka/avalla 

32. Dappalampad-Situated at a distance of about 
8 miles from Kandukur and 12 miles from Thettu Rail
way Station of which 7 miles can be covered by bus 
and 5 miles by walk. 

The total population of the village is 510and itis made 
up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-Kam~ 
rna, Chakali, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 
13 persons; Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 19 persons; 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

A temporary pandal is erected during Ankamma 
Tirunala and the fierce looking ear;then image of An
kamma in female form prepared for the occasion by 
the Kummari is installed and worshipped. 

Ankatnma Tirunala is celebrated once in three 
years for 3 days from Jaishla Suddha Purnima (May
June). Prior to the Tirunala, jatara is celebrated on a 
Sunday or Tuesday. At midnight on one of the above 
mentioned days, an earthen image of the deity is prepa
red and installed in the centre of the village with trum
pets by village headmen accompanied by Kommulava
ndlu (those who blow pipes). A he-buffalo is sacrificed 
and poli (rice mixed with blood is scattered around the 
village for the welfare of the villagers. DuringTirunala 
on the first day, the earthen image of Ankamma 
is brought in procession with trumpet by the villagers 
to Kummarasetty's (potter) house where the Kummara
setty prepares an earthen image of the deity and after 
reciting the story of the deity by the Pambala the ear
then image is installed in a temporary pandaJ erected 
for the occasion. Animals are sacrificed while bringing 
the deity from the Kummari's house and also while in
stalling Her. On the second day afternoon, naivedyam 
is offered and the devotees fulfil their vows. Recitation 
of stories is done by Pambalas. In the night a palanquin 
is decorated with flowers and papa veshamu (the deity 
decorated as a young girl) is taken from house to house 
in procession with music. This is a very attractive fun
ction. People present clothes and cereals to the deity. 
On the third day at 2-00 p. m. devotees fulfil their vows 
by arranging carts and prabhas with decorated bulls. 
Rams, goats, he-buffaloes and fowls are sacrificed. At 
6 p. m. the deity is left outside the village in procession. 
This festival is of local significance. The villagers pa
tronize the festival. Local people congregate. Pujari 

is a Yadava with hereditary rights. The Kummaris 
who prepare the image of Ankamma deity also have 
hereditary rights. 

Source: Sri P. Panduranga Roo, Teacher, Dappa/ampad 

33. Kondareddipalem - Situated at a'distance of 
3 miles from Machavaram to its west and 6 miles from 
Kandukur. 

The total population of the village is 322 and it is made 
up of the following communities: Cdste Hindus-Bynee
dis, Kommuvandlu, Yadavas, etc.; and Scheduled Ca
stes (281). The chief means of livelihood of the peo
ple are agriculture, agricuIturallabour and weaving. 

Temples of Kumaraswamy, Ankamma and Poler
amma are the places of worship, The stone images cal
led Gali Devathalu which are outside the village and 
in the fields are worshipped in human form. 

When epidemics like small-pox and cattle diseJses 
break out in the village Gali Devath<;la Kolupulu are 
celebrated for two days. POllgallu and guggilam (resin) 
are offered to all deities respecti' e:y. For two days, 
Ankamma is worshipped and the story Renuka Yuddha
mu (battle of Renuka) is recited and pongali is offered. 
He-buffaloes, goats, rams and fowls are sacrificed to 
Ankamma and Poleramma. Animals are also sacrifi
ced when, in the course of the recitation of the story 
of Renuka, etc., the heroine appears for the first time. 
Ankamma is believed to be the avafaram (incarnation) 
of Renuka, the wife of Jamadagni. Renuka was bringing 
water early morning from the river for the worship in a 
vessel prepared out of sand with the power of her path i 
bhakti (devotion to husband). One morning, she 
Saw a beautiful p,ince taking bath in the river and 
looked at him in admiration. She could not prepare 
the sand pot and she was forced to confess the fact be
fore her husband as an explanation for not bringing 
water. The enraged husband asked her sons to cut off 
her head. Though others refused, the youngeilt son 
Parasurama cut off her head and in return for his filial 
duty requested the father to give his mother back to 
him. But, asthe head had fallen in the Harijan colony it 
Was not possible. Renuka is worshipped as sUc h by caste 
Hindus and she is worshipped as a Kshudra Devata by 
Harijans with several names. This is of local signifi
cance. Kapus and Karnams patronize. Byneedis, Pa
mbalas and M,tdigas are the followers. Devotees from 
this and nearby villages congregate Pujari is a Kum~ 
mari with hereditary rights. A few shops selling eata
bles, utensils, etc., are arranged for the occasion. 
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.source ~ Sri P. Narasimlzam, Headmaster, Zilla Pari· 
shad Special Elementary School, Kandukur 

34. Kandukur (Skhandapuri) is the headquarters 
town of the same name, situated at a distance of 9 
miles towards the west ofSingaraY:1konda Railway Sta
tion on Madras-Vijayawada broad gauge section of the 
Southern Railway.' It is a coastal taluk bounded on 
the north by P.odili Taluk of the same district and On
gole Taluk of Guntur District separated by river Musi; 
on the south by Kavali Taluk; on the west by Kanigiri 
Taluk and on the east by the Bay of Bengal. It is an 
important road junction. Ullapalem-Singarayakonda 
-Kandukur road, Kandukur-Chundi road and Kandu
kur-Boganampadu road meet at this place. 

"It is said that about 880 years ago, Somanatha, a 
Brahmin, conquered the fort with the armies of a King. 
At that time this was a forest area. He rested his army 
here (Skh:lUdhavaram). and hence the place acquired 
the name Skhandhapuri which in course of time corru
pted into Kandukur. Komatigunta, Kesarigunta, 
Gunnamkatta, Ankulukunta, etc., are in ruins. The 
ruins of the fort and the kandakam(moat) are still to 
be seen. It is unknown to what period it (fort) belongs. 
The site of the fort and part of the ditch have been 
brought under Cll 1 tiva tion. The only ruin to be seen 
is the old stone gate". 1 

The total population of the town is 12,436 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Kamma, Vaisya, Mangali, t!hakali, Muth
racha, Vadde, Yadava, Sale, Kummari, Kammari, etc.; 
Scheduled Castes of Madiga, Mala with 791 persons; 
Scheduled Tribes of Yerukula, Yanadi with 595 per" 
sons; Muslims (Dudekula) and Christians. The usual 
offices like a Taluk Office .Police Station, etc., that are 
found in a taluk headquarters are located in this town. 
There is one high school in the town besides eleven 
elementary s(..hools. There is also a reading room and 
a library. The post office has telephone and telegra
phic facilities. There is a Government hospital, apart 
from two pri vale hospitals. There are two rice mills 
in the town. The important cottage industry is hand
loom weaving. Weaving is the hereditary occupation 
of some of the castes like Padmasale and Adi Andhra. 
Fine cloth is produced here. Other means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Someswara temple is said to have been construc
ted by Somanatha, the Brahmin who conquered the 

1. Nellore Districi Manual (1873), p.430 

fort about 880 years ago as a trophy. He named the 
deity as Someswara after his name. On the temple 
walls battle scenes are carved. This temple is located 
by the side of Gunnamkatta (bund) and there is a ban
yan tree.' There is a koneru in front of the temple and 
Someswara is worshipped in the form of a lingam. 

According to a local tradition during Muslim per
iod, a Muslim King conquered the fort (Skhandapuri) 
from the Vijayanagara King. They first destroyed 

"Janardhana temple in the fort and threw the deity in a 
well. But daily naivedyam was offered by the pujaris. 
They approached the Brahmin minister of the Muslim 
King for his help and the Brahmin minister promised 
them that he would help when occasion arises. After 
sometime, the Muslim king suffered from severe stoma
chache and all treatment proved futile. The Brahmin 
minister advised him to worship Janardhana and build 
a temple for Him. The king made up his mind to do 
like that and slept. Janardhana appeared in his dream 
and the stomachache was cured. The king fulfilled 
his oath. Janardhana's image is worshipped in human 
form. It is said that even in K3si (Banaras) particu
lars about this temple are enquired by the devotees. 
Lord Someswara and Lord Janardhana are praised by 
several Telugu poets. 

Besides the above two temples of Someswara and 
Janardhana the temples of Ankamma, Maremma, Pole
ramma, Nancharamma, Bangaramma and Pothuraju 
with their images in human form, the newly construc
ted Sri Kodandaramaswamy temple with His image in 
human form, mosques and a church are the places of 
worship. Ankamma is the village deity. She is located 
near 'Mutyalakatta' tank. It is believed that the deity 
Ankamma goes round the village during nights to guard 
the village. There is a seven headed tomb on a small 
hillock in a pond situated in the heart of the town cal
led Gundarukunta in commemoration of the seven 
warriors slain in the battle of Allinagar alias Gandava
ram of Kovur taluk. Tradition says that seven headless 
corpses dropped down here from the backs of horses 
flying from the battlefield. There is also a darga of 
Saint Shahjehangir. 

AnkammaTirunala is celebrated oncein 3 or 5 years 
for 5 days fromSravana Suddlza Purnima (July-AL1gust). 
Cocoanuts, greengram and jaggery water are offered 
with kavadis (strings tied with vessels on either side of a 
stick) and music. On Tuesday, Friday and Sunday 
devotees coming with their relatives offer sarees. Daily 
naivedyam and deeparadhana are observed. Pongalla 
bandlu are taken round the temple. Fowls. rams and 
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a he~buffalo are sacrificed. This festival is of ancient 
origin and extends to the neighbouring villages. Kam~ 
mas patronize the festival. About 2,000 local Hindu 
people and those from the nearby villages irrespective 
of caste and creed congregate. 

A fair is held in this connection in front of Ankam~ 
rna temple for 5 days in the site belonging to the deity. 
Tax is collected. About 2,000 people congregate from vill~ 
ages within aradius of about 10 miles. Cocoanuts, fruits, 
flowers and other eatables, KondapaJle toys, Japan toys, 
earthenware, household implements, ayurvedic medici
nes, pictures, books, mill clothes, handloom clothes, 
mats, agricultural implements and ariimals are market
ed. Bhajana Brindams, Kuchipudi Bharathanatya Brind
ams, dramas and Veedhi Bhagavatams entertain the con
gregation. There are choultries and hotels. Bullock carts 
are the most common means of transport. 

On Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (May-June) Some
swaraswamy festival is celebrated. Pujari is a Brahmin 
by name Sri Pallekonda Sadasiva Sastri. 

Sri Janardhanaswamy festival is celebrated on 
laishta Suddha Purnima (M.ly-June). Archaka Many
am, Sthanachari Manyam, Swasti Vachaka Manyam, 
Akhanda Manyam, Thulasi Manyam, Bakala Manyam, 
Boy; Manyam (gifted for palanquin bearers), Lekh'aka 
Manyam (Manyam for accountants), Pandita Manyam 
and Dravida Parayana Manyam cover an area of 1,200 
acres approximately. These lands are dedicated by the 
Muslim kings. Pujari is a Brahmin. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April) and pra:.adam is distributed to 
all. 

Mounanandaswamy Jayanti is celebrated on Sra
vana Suddha Dasami (July-August). Mounananda
swamy was a saint who displayed many miracles. It 
is said that devotees had his appearance simultaneously 
in three different places, viz., Madras, Bezwada (Vija
yawada) and Kandukur. No one was able to predict 
how much food he took. Before his death, he asked 
the devotees to bring Modugu Samidhas (wood of 
butia monospherma tree) and informed them about his 
death. 

. During Ellamand~swamy festival Sadhus congregate 
and free feeding is arranged. 

Source: 1. Sri Kavartapu Chillnabbi, Merchant, Kan
dukur 

2. Sri Pallekonda Sadasil'a Sastri, Pujari, 
Someswara Temple, Kandukur 

3. Sri Ch. Yellamanda, Headmaster, Zilla 
Parishad High School, Kandukur 

4. Sri R. L. Narasimham, Music Teacher, 
Zilla Parishad Higher Elementary School 
for Girls, Kandukur 

35. Sanampudi - Situated at a distance of21 m.iles 
from Madras-CuJcutta Grand Trunk Road, 5 miles 
from Singarayakonda Railway Station and 8 miles 
from Kandukur. 

Manneru and Mutteru flow at a distance of! fur
long to the east and t furlong to the south respectively 
and the place of their confluence is called Dwiveni 
Sangam (the confluence of two rivers). Afterwards 
the river flows to the north. Mutteru is created by the 
arrow of Lakshmana to get a spring of water for Sita 
to bathe during her monthly period.' It is known as 
Rajaswala Nadi. It is believed that by having a bath 
in it, girls who do not attain puberty for long period 
are benefited by a bath in Mutteru. At a distance of 
two miles from this village, there is a hillock called 
Chatratithippa. Bhoodevi (mother-earth), mother of 
Sita, offered kumkum (vermilion) and turmeric to Sita 
after her bath and the surplus quantity of the same 
was dropped there which formed a hillock. The red and 
yellow colours can be seen by breaking the small stones 
there. These incidents are quoted in Singarayakonda 
Varaha Narasimhaswamy Sthala Puranam. In Sanskrit, 
Manneru is called Mrithika Nadi (Mrithika or Mannu 
means soil and Eru or Nadi means river). At the con
fluence of Mutteru (Muttu means mensus and Eru means 
river) and Manneru there is a big banyan tree. 

The total population of the village is 2,100 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Kamma, Reddy, Vadde, Chakali, Man
gali, Kummari, Balija, Golla; SchedUled Castes (627); 
Scheduled Tribes (17). The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Kumaraswamy temple on a hillock to the west 
Someswara temple with His idol in the form of Lil1gm~ 
near the confluence, Mathamma temple of Madigas, 
Ankamma temple and Poleramma temple are the places 
of worship. Someswara temple is known as second 
Kasi (Banaras). 

Sivaratri is celebrated for one day on Magha Ba
hula Chaturdasi (January-February) in Someswara 
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temple. Devotees bathe in Dwiveni Sangamam and wor
ship Someswara. Puja is performed and coconuts are off
ered. People observe fast and jagaranam. This festival 
is of ancient origin and of local significance. Ryots of 
this village patronize the festival. Local people con
gregate. Pujari is a Saivite Brahmin with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. Santharpana 
takes place. 

Once in 5 years, Kumaraswamy festival is celebra
ted on Magha Bahula Triodasi (January-February). 

Animals are sacrificed during Grama Devathala 
Jatara. Villagers patronize the festival and local com
muni ties congregate. Pujari is a Y ada va with hereditary 
rights. 

Source: Sri P. Chenchu Krishnaiah, Headmaster, 
Zilla Parishad Elementary School, Sanampudi 

36. U1avapadu, hamlet of Kollurupadu - Rajupa
lem - Situated to the west of Madras-Culcutta Grand 
Trunk Road near 158th milestone, at a distance of 2 
furlongs from Ulavapadu Railway Station, 2 miles 
from the Buckingham canal and 15 miles from Kandu
kur by road. 

This village is also known as Kotamma Ulavapadu 
after Kotamma, a rich lady of this place who constructed 
Siva and Kesava temples in one prakaram (compound 
wall) with separate gopurams, porticos and a koneru 
and made enormous arrangements to feed the Sadhus 
and Sanyasis and to shelter the pilgrims. 

The total population of the village Kollurupadu 
of which Ulavapadu is hamlet, is 5,502 and it is made 
up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-Bra
hmin, Viswabrahmin, Kamma, Reddi, Vaisya, Jangam, 
Kummari, Karika\a, Palle, Balija, Yadava, Gouda, 
Medara, etc.; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes with 
1,492 persons; Yerukula, Yanadi Scheduled Tribes 
with 432 persons; Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour, trade, rearing cattle and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Venugopalaswamy temple with His image, Neela
tanteswaraswamy temple with His image and with a 
konenl, gopuram~ and porticos, five Rama temples 
and the village deities' (Poleramma, Jalamma and Ma
halakshmamma) temples are the places of worship. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Rathothsavam is celebrated 
for 8 days from Vaisakha Suddha Dasami to Bahula 

Vidiya. The deity is taken in processicn on different 
vahanams during day time as also in the nights. On the 
eighth day, rathothsavam (car festival) is held. Cocoa
nuts and fruits are offered. For the past 60 years, 
this festival is celebrated. This is of local significance. 
Reddis are the trustees under the supervision of the 
Endowments Board. Two to three thousand people 
from this and nearby villages congregate. Pujari is a 
Vaishnavite Brahmin with monthly wages. In Pushyam 
(December-January), theppothsavam is celebrated. 

A fair is held in this connection in the temple's 
area. Approximately 3,000 people from this and the 
nearby villages congregate. Shops are arranged. Ear
thenware, lanterns, m~dicines, pictures and photos, 
books, clothes, agricultural implements and toys are 
sold. Merry-go-rounds, tholu bommalatalu (puppet 
shows), dramas, fancy dresses, etc., are the items of 
entertainment. There are a few choul tries and only 
Brahmins are fed-free for three days. Buses and trains 
are the means of conveyance. 

Source: Sri N. L. Gopala Krishnaiah, Headmaster, 
Zilla Par ish a d Elementary School, Ulavapadu 

37. Pedapavani, hamlet of MuthyaJapadu -
Situated at a distance of 15 miles from Kavali, 35 
miles from Nellore and 40 miles from Kandukur. 

The total population of Muthyalapadu village of 
which Pedapavani is a hamlet is 3,924 and it is made 
up of the following communities: Caste Hindus - Brah
min, Vaisya, Kshatria(Raju), Kamma, Mangaii, Chaka
li, BaIija, Golla, Kummari, etc. ; Madiga, Mala, etc., 
Scheduled Castes with 445 persons; Yerukula, Yanadi, 
etc., Scheduled Tribes with 123 persons; Muslims and 
Christians. The chief means of Ii velihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other 
traditional occupations. 

Temples of Venugopalaswamy, Malleswara and 
Rama, mosques and a church are the places of worship. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Rathothsavam is celebrated 
for a few days from Chaitra Suddha Dasami (March
April), preparations being made 10 days in ad vance. 
The deity is taken in procession on several vahanams 
such as Hanumadvahanam, Garudavahanam etc. 
Thalambralu (pouring of sacred rice on each others 
head by the bridal pair) is celebrated and rathothsavam 
(car festival) is held. Pongali, fruits and flowers are 
offered. For the past 50 years this festival is celebrated. 
This is of local significance The Endowments Board 
patronize the festival. Local Hindus and from nearby 
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villages congregate. Pujari is a Vaishnavite Brahmin 
appointed by the Endowments· Board. Prasadcm is 
dstributed to all. 

Source: Sri P. S. Narasimha Rao, Teacher, Zilla Pari
shad Hindu Elementary School, Pedapavani 

38. Ammavaripalem - Situated at a distance of 
11 miles from Kavali Railway Station of which 8 miles 
can be covered by bus and 3 miles by walk and 15 
miles from Kandukur, i. e., 5 miles by footpath and 10 
miles by bus. 

The total population of the village is 753 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddi, Kamma, ChakaIi, Balija, 
Yadava. etc. ; Scheduled Castes (79) and Scheduled 
Tribes (43). The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. . 

Margosa trees in the names of the village deities 
Poleramma, Ankamma, Mahalakshmamma, Mari and 
Kanaka Durgamma and a church are the places of 
worship. There are no temples. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for 2 days in 
Margasiram (November - December). He-buffaloes, 
fowls and sheep are sacrificed. Cocoanuts are offered. 
People worship Mari and Kanakadurga when they are 
in troubles. This is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. Yadavas patronize the festival and all 
Hindus organise it. Loc3l people congregate. Pujaris 
are Janigarla Pedda Subbaiah's sons who are Pamba
las. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Source: Sri K. George, Teacher, Ammavaripalem 

39. Gudlur - Situa ted at a distance of 8 miles from 
Thettu Railway Station and 10 miles from Kandukur. 

It was called Netrapuri in the olden days. In the 
16th century Vennelakanti Suranna translated Vishnu 
puranam into Telugu and dedicated it to Ravuru 
Basava Raghava Reddy who ruled with Gudlur as 
Metropolis. He addressed the king as Netrapuradhee-

. swara. The name Gudluru, the colloquial form of 
Netrapuri came into vogue. "There are the remains 
here of a mudfort, said to have been built (A. S. 1607, 
A. D. 1685) by Godavu Chukra varti Reddy. II 1 It is 
said that Errapragada, who translated Aranyaparvam of 

1. Nellore District Manual (1873), p. 430 

the Maha Bharatha used to sit and write in the temple 
of Neelakanteswara. 

The total population of the village is 3,834 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Ca<;te Hindus 
-Brahmin, Kshatria (Raju),Vaisya,Kamma, Kummari, 
Reddi, Balija, Chakali, Mangali, Vadde, Kaikala, Jan
gam, etc.; Scheduled Castes (194); Scheduled Tribes 
(240) and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade 
and other traditional occupations. 

Temples of Venugopalaswamy, Neehkanteswara
swamy with his image in the form of Lingam, Anjaneya, 
Poleramma, Ankamma, Bangaramma, Gangamma and 
Kamakshayya Mutt with his tomb are the places of 
worship in this village. 

There are blood red scratches on one side and mi
lky white scra~ches on another side to the Lingam in 
Neelakanteswara temple. It is said that Eswara, in 
the form of a snake, was emptying milk from the ud· 
der of a cow leaving nothing to the owner. The owner 
suspected the cowboy and with an axe in hand he fol
lowed the cow. Hiding behind a bush he noticed the 
strange phenomenon and in great fury he hit the snake 
with his axe. The snake disappeared and a Iingam 
appeared with a notch on its head and blood red stains 
and milky white stains on either side. 

On Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) 
Sivaratri is celebrated for one day in Sri Neelakan
teswaraswamy temple. Cart procession is held with 
prabhas. A cloth with the figures of puranic persons sti
tched on it is tied on front portion of the prabhas. Sri 
Chenchaiah, a Jangam of this village prepares all the 
figures. The cloth costs about Rs. 600 to Rs. 700. Five 
or six such prabhas are prepared for the occasion. In 
the night they are taken in procession on carts. A 
Jangam Devara offers naivedyam and performs puja be
fore the procession is held. One Jangam Devara sits 
on the cart with a bell and blows the conch. Saivite 
dandakam is recited in the procession. Water and 
cocoanuts are offered. Fast and jagaranam are obser
ved by the devotees. This is of ancient origin and of 
local significance. Local people patronize the festival. 
About 7,000 devotees from this and the nearby villages 
congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Koundinyasa gotram . 

Kamakshaiah Ayyagari Aradhana is celebrated for 
one day on Phalguna Suddha Chal'it i (February-March). 
He was an Ajallma Sanyasi (Sanyasi even from child
hood). He attained salvation on lIth April, 1932 and 
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a Mutt was constructed on his tomb. Aradhana is 
celebrated once in a year. For the past 30 years, this 
is celebrated and is confined to this district and Guntur 
District as well. About three thousand devotees from 
both the districts congregate. There is free feeding and 
prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is held in this connection. Shops selling eata
bles, lanterns, medicines, pictures, photos and clothes 
are opened. Pandals are erected and free feeding is ar
ranged. 

Occasionally and when epidemics break out in 
this village, Maremma Jatara is celebrated along with 
the jatara of the other village deities such as Poleram
rna, Ankamma, Kanakadurgamba and Nadiveedhi Sak
thi according to the convenience of the villagers. Stran
gely, a figure of Chuttala Saheb, a Muslim by birth, 
is placed beside Maremma and is taken in procession. 
Devotees fulfil their vows. In Nadiveedhi Sakthi Jatara 
sacrificing a buffalo is an important custom. The sac
rifked head of the buffalo is placed on the head of a 
person and a lamp is lit on the sacrificed head of the 
animal. The head is taken in procession and is left on 
the boundary of the village. All the while, sticks are 
waved on the head as if to prevent the Devathas from 
taking it away. This is of local significance. Villagers 
patronize the festival and local people of all castes con
gregate. Chakalis (washermen), Yadavas and Kumma
ris are pujaris. In the festival formerly Madigas were 
dancing with their 33 ensigns such as yellow shirt, sw
ord, shield, vummayi pitta and kaliki lurayi (turban), 
etc. But these are reduced to 5 from 33 by an order 
of a court due to the conflicts between Madigas and 
others. 

There is a family deity for Vadde caste people. 
There is no proper shape for the deity which could be 
expressed in correct terms. Articles of 1 or 2 inches 
placed in a casket are observed sacred and are worship
ped daily. Occasionally jalara is celebrated for one 
day and severa) thousands of rupees are spent for the 
occasion by the Vaddes. All devotees take sea-bath. 
For the past few years, this is celebrated, and is con
fined to this district and Guntur District. Vaddes pat
ronize the festival. About 3,000 Hindus from both the 
districts congregate. Pandals are erected and devotees 
are fed free. The two local bhaiana brindams entertain 
the devotees.· . 

There are inam lands for Venugopalaswamy and 
the pujari is a VaighanaS'l Brahmin of Bharadwaja got
ram. 

On Friday and Saturday, Parvati Devi, consort of 
Lord Siva and Anjaneya are worshipped with kumkum 
(vermilion) and leaves respectively. A Brahmin is the 
pujari in Anjaneya temple. 

There is a library in the name of Errapragada. He is 
the third among the 'Kavitrayam' who translated the 
great epic Mahabharata, a literary treasure for the Telugu 
people. His titles are 'Sambhu Dasudu' and 'Prabha
nda Parameswarudu'. His work Harivamsam is dedi
cated to Prolaya Vema Reddy. 

Occasionally, once in an year or two the Library 
authorities celebrate 'Erra Pragada Vardhanthothsavam' 
in his memory. Renowned poets, scholars and critics 
are invited for the occasion. This is of local significance. 
The library authorities organize the function. Local 
people of all castes congregate. There is free feeding. 

Source: 1. Sri Suraparaju Kotaiah, Secretary, Sri 
Errapragada Grandhalayam, Gudlur 

2. Sri P.L. Narayanaiah, Teacher, Zilla Pa
rishad Higher Elementary School, Gudlur 

40. Potlur- Situated at a distance of 6 miles from 
Kandukur and 15 miles from Singarayakonda Railway 
Station. The bus from Singarayakonda to Pamuru 
goes via Potlur. 

The total population of the village is 587 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Kamma, Viswabrahmin, Balija, Yadava, 
Kummari, Vadde, Vaisya, Mangali, Chakali, etc.; Sche
duled Castes (54); Scheduled Tribes (38); and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour, trade and other traditional 
occupations. 

Osuramma temple at a distance of 4 furlongs from 
the village with Her image in female form, temples of 
Rama, Siva and Madhavaswamy are the places of 
worship. 

In the bygone days, some inhabitants of Gudlur 
migrated to a distant place due to famine carrying their 
family deity Osuramma in a vutti (meat safe-a net 
work sling for suspending pots, etc.) but they left the 
deity on the way in Pokuru (Potlur). At that time 
Gattamaneni Varu of the Kamma caste in Pokuru were 
searching for their missing cattle but in vain. In the 
night, Osuramma appeared to them in a dream <'.nd said 
that if they promise to construct Her a temple, their ca
ttle-wou:d be traced. Accordingly, the next day the 
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cattle were found near- the deity and the Gattamaneni
varu fulfilled their vow by constructing a temple. The 
horns of the missed cattle are preserved by the' owners 
even now. From that time, Osuramma is worshipped 
as a village deity }?esides Ankamma, Poleralllma and 
Gangamllla. 

Once in two years. Osuramma Tirunala is celebra
te 1 for 10 days from Jaishta Suddha Panchami to Su
ddha Chaturdasi (May-June). Rams and goats,he-bu
ffaloes and fowls are sacrificed for 9 days. This is of 
ancient origil1 and of local significance. Kammas pa
tronize the festival. Local Hindus irrespective of caste 
and creed congregate. Pujaris are Yadavas with here
ditary rights. 

Source: Sri J. Abraliam, Headmaster, Zilla Parishad 
Special Elementary School, Pokuru (Potlur) 

41. YeJlurpad, hamlet of Chevuru- Situated at a' • 
distance of about 3 miles from Thetlur Railway Station 
and about 17 miles from Kandukur. 

The total population of Chevuru village of which 
YeBurpad is a hamlet is 2,326 and it is made up of 
many sub-communities of Caste Hindus: Scheduled Ca
stes (731); and Scheduled Tribes (102);' Muslims and 
Christians. The chief means oflivelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditio
nal occupations. 

There is a temple for Lor-d Siva. Sivaratri is cele- _ 
brated for one day on Magha Bahula Triodasi (January 
-February). This is of local significance and local 
people congregate. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished 
by the Collector, Nellore 
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Rarrigunta - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
~ from Kondapuram bus route and 38 miles 

from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 602 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Kummari, Vadde, Chakali, 
Mangali, Kapu, Balija, Yadava, etc.; Mala, Madiga 
Scheduled Castes with 289 persons; Yanadi Scheduled 
Tribe with 13 persons; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Kanakadurga, village 
deities Poleramma and Nancharamma are the places of 
worship. The images of the deities are in human form. 

Poleramma and Nancharamma Tirunallu are cele
brated in Jaishtam (May-June) for 5 days. Vadapappu 
and cocoanuts are offered. Goats and sheep are sacri
ficed. Decoration of houses,jagaram and fasting are 
the domestic observations. They are ancient festivals 
though of local significance. All local communities 
participate. A Golla is the pujari with hereditary 
rights. 

Sri Rama Navami in Chaitram(March-April), Kana ... 
kadurgamma and Rachuri Peddamma Tirunallu are 
the other festivals of the Village. A Brahmin is the 
pujari for Sri Rama's temple. 

Source: Sri M. Subba Rao, Headmaster, S. W. School, 
Marrigullta 

2. Gudavalluru - Situated at a distance of 34 mi
les from Kavali and 64 miles from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 1,296 and it 
is made up of the following communities; Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Viswabrahmin, Yadava, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes' population of 273 and Schedu
led Tribes' population of 37. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Temples of Sri Rama with brass images in human 
form of' Rama, Lakshmana and Sit a, Bangaramma, An
kamma, Poleramma and Siva, and a PeerJa Chavidi are 

the places of worship in this village. Vinukonda Anka
mma, Yamarapu Ankamma, Nadiveedhi Ankamma 
and Katamaraju are also being worshipped by the vi
llagers. 

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for 4 days from 
Vaisakha Suddha Triodasi to Bahlila Padyami (April 
-May). Kalyanam is also celebrated. It is about 100 
years old and is confined to this village. Fasting and 
jagaram are the common domestic observances. Sea 
bath is also taken by some people. 

Poleramma Jatara once in three years, Nadiveedhi 
(middle street) Ankamma Jatara, Kanakadurgamma 
and Rachur Peddamma Jataras once in 5 years or when 
cattle diseases prevail are celebrated in the village. 
Fowls and animals are sacrificed. All local communi
ties participate. A Yadava is the jJUjari. 

Source: Sri T. D. Henry, Headmaster & Branch Post
master, Kondapuram 

3. Thellapadu - Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
to the westof the 28t milestone on Kavali-Kondapuram 
road and about 24 miles from Kavali. 

The total population of the village is 1,299 and it 
is made up of the following communities-Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin,Vaisya, Kamma, Velama, Sale, Kummari. 
Reddy, ChakaH, Mangli, Vadde, Balija, Yadava, etc.; 
136 Scheduled Castes' people; and Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with the 21 feet high images in 
human form of Sri Rama, Sita and Lakshmana; 31 feet 
high processional images and 6 feet high vahanams 
(vehicles) is the place of worship. 

Pr;:;sanna Anjaneyaswal11Y is to the south of this 
temple facing north. The devotees perform akupuja 
(puja with betel leaves) and chakkera (sugar) puja. The 
images of Sita, Rama and Lakshl11ana are fine and 
attractive. Vahanams (vehicles) are simhom (lion), Ha
numantha, Garuda (kite), enugu (elephant). pnnnamanu 
(the tree on which Lord Krishna kept the sarees of 
Gopikas) and gurram (horse). This temple was con· 
structed 300 years ago by a resident of Kalahasti and 
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nityaaradhana and naivedyam along with special pujas 
on holy days are being performed since that time. 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele
brated for 8 days from Clzaitra Suddha Panchami to 
Dwadasi (March-April). Ankurarpanam and dhwaja
rohana by the trustees on Pan cham i, Simha uthsavam by 
the Yadavas onShashti, Hanumanthaseva by the Vaisyas 
on Saptami, Garudaseva by the Velamas on Ash/ami, 
Enugu uthsavam by Marella Venkareddi and the resi
dents of Narsireddipalle on Navami, Kalyanam by 
M. Venkareddi and residents of Narsireddipalle on Da
sami, Vasanthotlzsavam, Sami puja and procession on 
gurrapu vahanam (horse-like vehicle) by the Kapus on 
Ekadasi and Ekantha Seva along with Dhwajarohanam 
by Smt. Kanchebhotla Mahalakshmamma on Dwadasi 
are celebrated. All the utlzsavams are celebrated during 
nights except Kalyanothsavam which takes place between 
11-30 a. m. and 2 p. m. Coco~nuts, jaggery, sugar, 
vadapappu, etc., are offered to the deity. Domestically 
also it is celebrated. It is 250 years old and is confined 
to this and the neighbouring villages. Sri Marella Ven
kareddi and SCi Japalle Veeraiah are the trustees and 
Sri Chundi Peda Chenna Red1i is the follower. Only 
Hindus partilipate. Sri Narayanam Venkata Seshacha
rya, a Vaighanasa Brahmin of Bharadwajasa gotram 
with hereditary rights is the pujari. Prasadam is dis
tributed to all. Sociar'dinners are arranged after Ka
lyana Mahothsavam. 

It is an ancient festival. About 2,000 devotees of 
all communities from this and the neighbouring 
villages participate. Shops are kept by the salesmen of 
this village with eatables, mirrors, combs, pictures, pho
tos, clothes and toys. Lotteries, etc., are the items of 
entertainments. 

Village deity Poleramma Jatara is celebrated once 
in 4 years from 4 p. m. to 7 p. m. on a fixed day by 
the villagers. 

Source: Sri O. Narasimha Rao, Teacher, Zilla Paris
had Elementary School, Thellapadu 

4. Chinna Annaluru - Situated at the 6th mile
stone on Katigiri-Valetivaripalem road and at a distance 
of 28 miles from Kavali Railway Station. Two brothers 
laid the foundation stone to this village. Chinnanna 
'was the younger brother and the village got the name 
after him. 

The total po pula tion of the village is 5,491 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus-

Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy. Kamma, Viswabrahmin, Ve
lama, Goundla, Balija, Yadava, ttc.; Scheduled Castes 
(1,004); Scheduled Tribes (97) arid Muslims. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

'" Sri Kala Bhairavaswamy temple with His stone 
image in human form .and Venugopalaswamy temple 
with His stone image in human form are the places of 
worship in the village .. 

Sri Kala Bhairavaswamy festival is celebrated for 
one day during Mahasivaratri on Magha Bahula Chatur
dasi (January-February). Cocoanuts, vadapappu and 
panakam (spiced jaggery water) are offered. Jagaram 
along with fasting is observed domestically. It is an 
ancient festival of local significance. Sri Ongorugula 
Kesavulu Reddy, Sri Marthala China Ankaiah and Sri 
Devuru Venkata Narasaiah are the trustees. All 
local Hindu communities participate. Sri Nuthakki 
Chinnaiah, a Viswabrahmin is the pujari. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Uthsavams are celebrated 
during Dasara and Vaikzmta Ekadasi and on Kartika 
Suddha Ekadasi (October-November) for one day on 
each occasion. There are ancient festivals though of 
local significance. Sarvasri Vemula China Ragaiah, Gan
gisetty Ramaiah and Vintha Narasareddy are the tru
stees. All local Hindu communities participate. Sri 
Nandyala Rangacharyulu, a Brahmin of Koundinyasa 
gotram is the pujari. 

Source: Sri G. Ramaswamy, Branch Postmaster, Chi
nfla Annaluru 

5. Chinna Kraka-Situated on the 12th milestone 
of Kavali-Udayagiri road, at a distance of 12 miles 
from Kavali Railway Station and town. 

The total population of the village is 1,867 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (533); Scheduled Tribes (64); Muslims and Ch
ristians. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and 0 ther trad itional 
occupations. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy temple, Siva temple and 
Peerla Chavidi are the places of worship in this village. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanothsavam is celebra

ted in Magham (January-February). It is an andent 
festival confined to this and the nearby two or three 
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villages. Kapus are the patrons. All communities 
participate. Pujari is a Brahmin. 

Mahasivaratri is celebrated for three days from 
Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) in Siva 
tempJe. The patrons and pl/jari belong to Brahmin 
community. 

Kanaka Durgamba Pongallu and Ankamma Tiru
nala are celebrated when epidemics break out in the 
village. 

Source: Sri P. Basha Khan, Headmaster, S. W. 
School, Chinna Kraka 

6. Kattakindipalem, hamlet of Anemadugu
Situated at a distance of 3 miles from Kavali Railway 
Station and town. As this village was constructed 
under the tank bund, it is called Kattakindipalem 
(katta means bund). 

The total population of Anemadugu village of 
which Kattakindipalem is the hamlet, has a population 
of 2,114 including Scheduled Castes (460) and Sche
duled Tribes (193). Separate population figures of the 
hamlet are not available. Goundla, Kummari castes 
and Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes are there inhabit
ing Kattakindipalem. 

The temples of Sri Rama, villl}ge deities AnKamma 
and Poleramma are the places of worship; Kanakadur
ga and Poleramma images are also being worshipped. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for a day on Chai
fra Suddha Navami (March-April). Puja is performed. 
This is an ancient festival of local significance. All 
Hindu communities participate. Vaidiki Brahmins are 
the pujaris. 

Gramadeyatala Jatara is ceJebrated for 5 days and 
there is no fixed date for the celebration. Animals are 
sacrifked. Devotees of neighbouring villages also con
gregate. A few shops are kept with eatables by the 
local traders. 

Source: Sri K. Srikrishnaiah, Teacher, Anemadugu 

7. Kavali is the headquarters of the taluk and of 
a Revenue Division. It has a Railway Station and the 
G. N. T. road -passes through it. In olden days when 
the kings ~ere ruling over this area, the watchmen 
'(kavalivaru) of the king lived in this place. Hence his 
called Kavali. It has a college ca~led Jawahar Jyoti 

College, a Multipurpose Higher Secondary School and 
several elementary schools. There is a Government 
Hospital, a Panchayat Ayurvedic Dispensary and a Go, 
vernment Veterinary Hospital in this town. The Reve
nue Divisional Officer's Office, District Munsiff's Court, 
Agricultural Demonstrator's Office, Settlement Office, 
Office of the Inspector of Fisheries and several other 
offices that are usually located in a Revenue Divisional 
Headquarters exist in this town. There is also a Post 
Office with telephone and telegraph facilities, a reading 
room, two choultries and a Public Works Department's 
rest house. 

The total population of the town is 20,544 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Reddy, Kshatria 
(Raju), Telaga, BaIija, Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(1,553) -Mala and Madiga, etc.; Scheduled Tribes 
(1,321); Muslims and Christians. The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. This is a 
fairly big business centre having rice mills and oil mills. 

The temples of Kalugulla Sambhavidevi, Sri 
Lakshmikanthaswamy, Sri Malleswaraswamy, village 
deity Poleramma, 2 churches and 2 mosques are the 
places of worship in this twon. 

Kalugulla Sambhavidevi festival takes place for 
one day during Sankranti, i. e., on 14th January. 
Offerings are made in the form of cash or kind. It is 
an ancient festival. The hereditary trustees are of 
Kasavaraju and Dodla families. The local Hindus 
participate. 

Sri Malleswaraswamy festival takes place during 
Maharnavami, i. e., on Asviyuja Suddha Navami 
(September - October). 

Source: Sri Kasavaraju Koteswara Rao, Karnam, 
Kavali 

8. Musunuru - Situated at a distanc.e of 2 miles 
from Kavali Railway Station and town. 

The total population of the village is 3,454 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Reddy. Vadde, Balija, 
Yadava, etc.; Scheduled Castes with 914 persons; 
Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 314 persons; and Mus
lim~. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture and agricUltural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 
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The temples of Sri Rama, Prasanna Anjaneya
swamy with his 3 feet high image Mallikarjunaswamy 
with his stone Sivalingam and the images of Parvathi 
Devi, Bhadrakali and Veerabhadra and village deity 
Mahalaksbmi with ber stone image are the places of 
worship in this village. 

Sri Prasanna Anjaneyaswamy festival is celebrated 
for 10 days from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to Dasami 
(September-October). Sundarakanda Parayanam 
(recitation of 'Sundarakanda' in the Ramayana epic), 
vasanthothsavam and paruveta in the evening on 
Dasami are celebrated. Cocoanuts, plantains and 
I'adapappu are offered. Akupuja (puja with betel lea
ves) is performed to:the Lord on Saturdays during Nava
rathrulu. It is an ancient festival though oflocal signi
ficance. Sri Mannemela Venkata Subba Reddi is the 
trustee. Only local Hindus participate. Sri Thelikepalle 
Venkatasubbaiah, a Brahmin of Kasyapasagotram with 
hereditary rights is the pujari. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 7 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Panchami to Ekadasi (March-April). 
Kalyanothsavam, pattabhishekam (coronation), ekantha 
seva and vasanthothsavam are the celebrations. Only 
local Hindus participate. 

Kumkumarchnna (worship with vermilion) during 
Navarathrulu (Dasara) and on Fridays is performed to 
Mahalakshmi Devi. Decoration of the houses, fasting, 
jagaram and Devathadarsanam are observed domesti
cally during holy days such as Sivaratri, Mukkoti 
Ekadasi and Bheeshma Ekadasi. 

Source: Sri T. Subrahmanyam. Teacher, Zilla Pari
shad School, Musunuru 

9. Siddavaram Venkatesupalem - Situated at a 
distance of 15 miles from Kavali Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,171 and it 
is multi-ethnic in composition with 147 persons of Sche
duled Castes and 45 persons of Scheduled Tribes. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy is worshipped in the 
vflJage. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy festival is celebra ted for 7 
days in Chait ram (March-April) with 1,000 local con
gregation of all communities. 

J. lbitl- p. 427 

Source: Statement af Fairs and Festivalsfurnished by 
the Superintendent of Police, Nellore 

10. Bitragunta - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Bitragunta Railway Station, 2 miles from Gowra
varam where the G.N.T Road meets and 8 miles from 
Kavali. Near this village, a new Railway Station Sri 
Venkateswarapalem was constructed which is not yet 
opened. 

The total population of the village is 2,678 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatria (Raju), Kapu, Yadava, 
Reddy, Kalavanthulu, Chakali, Padmasale, MangaIi, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes of Madiga, Mala with 411 per
sons; Scheduled Tribes of Yanadi, Yerukula, etc., with 
35 persons; and Muslims. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama and Sri Prasanna Venka
teswaraswamy on the hill with the stone images in hu
man form are the places of worship in this village. 

In the Nellore District Manual (1873) it is stated 
that there is a Vishnu Pagoda, under the title of Ven
kateswaraswamy, traditionally said to have been built 
by Narada Maha Muni, enlarged and embellished by 
Gaura Mamba, a princess of Longula Gazapathi dyna
sty, which ruled over the Deccan some 500 years ago 
with its seat at Udayagiri. 1 

According to a legend in Krithayugam Indradyum
na, a great devotee of Lord Vishnu was deeply immers
ed in penance and did not get up when the great sage 
Kalasaja (Agasthya) came there. The latter cursed 
him and his wives to be born as elephants. While 
spending life with his wives as an elephant on the hill 
'Thrikuta' in the ocean of milk, his leg was caught one 
day by a crocodile in a pond. Utterly helpless to relieve 
himself from the grip of the enemy and with the know
ledge and faculty of the previous birth, he prayed to 
Lord Vishnu. On hearing the cry, the Lord rushed to 
the devotee's rescue forgetting in his frenzy every thing 
else as described in the famous poem - Gajendramo
khsam by Pothana. 

"~Mo iiJ;5J~ 'iollli:'i0~!r~o ~B"o:P ;JvOo:Sc3 

Sirikin jeppadu Sankhachakrayugarnun jedoyi sandhirnpade 

:seOl"-5 o£).)i\S.l ~ee( ~ l¢l':~;5&o e:I:;)d_ 0;$( (J't~ -SO:> 

Parivararnbunujeera dabhragapathin bannirnpa dakarnikarn 
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iSt5r$~, e)~( 2S!lb-:r" oS(~ :JOl'r$:fri@iS eM ~ ~ ~ 

Taradhammillamu jakkanoththadu vivadhaprodhitha Srikucho 

;S5;!Q"0w'e)~r5 !ltS(~ Xeslo7ot?~~B'.J~~ 

Parichelanchalamaina veedadu gajapranavanothsahiyai" 

In His anxiety to save the devotee who cried out 

"10 ~iS;S.J:.:loS 8 

Neevethappanithah 

;s 60 i3ea:>X 

paramberuga ............................. . 

;;)06,"0;;)) ~lC'oSd.'S" 

....... ........................ ...... .. Samrakshinchu Bhadrathmaka." 

(I know no other saviour except You O'! Lord Come 
and save me). The Lord who was immersed in pleasure 
with Sri Mahalakshmi in the innermost chambers rus
hed to the devotee, without telling Lakshmi where and 
why he was rushing out so abruptly, forgetting to rele
ase his hold on her scarf, without any army, without 
even his own chakram (quoit) and sankhu (the conch). 
He killed the crocodile with his chakram which was 
rushed to Him by Lakshmi and His retinue and reI eased 
both the crocodile and the elephant; restored them to 
their original 'Gandharva' status and returned to Vai
kuntham. 

The above two poems of Pothana are given now 
as they describe the revelry of the Lord with Lakshmi 
in the innermost chamber when the helpless cry of 
Gajendra (elephant) reached him and both of them 
mark two great incidents. 

Srinatha, the Andhra Kavi Sarvabhowma (the 
monarch of Andhra poets) was the brother-in-law of 
Pothana. He enjoyed the patronage of Singabhoopala 
and demanded Pothana to dedicate Bhagavatham to 
that king. But Pothana had written at'the desire of 
Lord Rama who told him in a vision to write Bhagava
tham in Telugu and dedicate it to Himself. 

While Pothana was writing Bhagavatham, he could 
not complete the second stanza quoted above. He went. 
out to refresh himself and the remaining stanza struck 
him while he was almost hopeless. He returned home 
and Jearnt to his astonishment from his young daughter 
that Lord Rama Himself came to the house in his guise 
and completed the stanza just at the time when the re
maining lines struck him. As such Pothana refused to 
dedicate it to the king. Srinatha created critical situa
tions to force Pothana. to dedicate his work to the king. 
Once when Pothana had not a single grain of rice in his 
house, Srinatha visited him with a host of Brahmins. 
Pothana's wife did not know what to do. The great de
votecdepended upon Lord Rama and asked his brother-

in-law to bring all the Brahmins for food after a bath in 
the river and sat in deep meditation. The helpless 
housewife was confounded. But she soon found the 
kitchen filled with numerous delicious dishes with 
which she entertained the guests and her brother. But 
Srinatha did not give up his tirade against Pothana. He 
began to deride his work and criticised the poem'Siri
kin cheppadu' as a senseless piece and questioned if 
Lord Vishnu was such a stupid as to rush unarmed and 
alone to kill the crocodile which had such a hold on 
Gajendra for years . 

Lord Rama thus gave the reply through the follow
ing incident. Suddenly a cry was heard from the back
yard that the daughter of Srinatha who was then in 
Pothana's house had fallen into the well. Anxious to 
save the daughter, Srinatha rushed to the well alone 
only to find that his daughter had a slip, but had not 
fallen into the well. Pothana pointed out that Srinatha 
had not thought of taking any assistance not even a 
rope or ladder to save the daughter in his anxiety for 
the welfare of his affectionate child. The affection 
of the Lord for His devotee was several times more 
intense than that of a father to a child and His an.xiety 
to save Gajendra as described in the poem was per
fectly natural. Srinatha was silenced but the power 
intoxicated king attempted to have the copy of the 
original Bhagavatham. A vision of Saraswathi, the 
presiding deity of learning stood before Pothana with 
tears rolling down Her cheeks. In a thrilling poem, 
Pothana describes the vision and his promise to her. 
never to sell her to an ordinary human being. On His 
way back to Vaikuntham, Lord Vishnu halted on the 
Narada hill to give dar sail to Narada who was engaged 
in deep penance. Daksha, one of the Upabrahmas 
(minor creators) began creation and Narada, the son 
of Brahma, the creator, did not relish this competition 
in the field of creation which was the exclusive privi
lege of his father. He taught to those created by 
Daksha the efficacious mantram that would instanta
neously give them salvation giving no scope for the 
existence. Daksha cursed Narada to be a wanderer 
with no permanent place of rest. Dismayed at the 
curse, he approached Brahma for advice. Brahma 
advised him to go to Andhradesa in Bharath on earth 
and do penance on the hill 'Bi!akutam'. This hill came 
to be known as Narada hill. On his way back to Vai
kuntham, Lord Vishnu gave darsan to Narada, released 
him of Daksha's curse and at his request established 
Himself as Kesa va. 

Lord Kesava came to be known as Sri Prasanna 
Venkateswaraswamy according to the following legend. 
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In 'KaJiyugam' king Sudharma of Gowravaram in 
Andhradesa was is,>ueless. He went with his wife to 
Tirumalai and prayed to Lord Venkateswara to bless 
him with a son. The Lord revealed to him in a dream 
that he was not destined to beget a son and that he 
would be blessed with a daughter that would bring him 
credit and fame. The daughter was born and named 
Gowradevi. She grew up into a youthfull maid and 
made it clear to the parents that she would marry no 
human being but Lord Venkateswara Himself. The 
father could say nothing against the will of the only 
daughter. Meanwhile, Gowradevi engaged herself in 
deep prayer taking nothing but the prasadam (food off. 
ered to Lord Venkateswara). To test the devotee, the 
Lord created a down pour of continuous rain for full 7 
days and nights lest the prasadam should reach Gowra
de vi. Unaffected by the fast and undisturbed, she con
tinued her prayer and pleased the Lord. The Lord 
asked her to choose a boon in a dream and she prayed 
him to be with her and accept her service always and in 
all conditions (Sarvakala sarvavasthala yandu). He 
asked her to go to Bilakuta Parvatham where He had 
established Himself as Kesava at the request of Nara
da. From that day onwarcs, he would manifest Him
self in the image as Prasanna Venkateswaraswamy 
(Venkateswaraswamy that was pleased with Gowra
devi). Thus the Lord came to be known as Prasanna 
Venkateswaraswamy. Gowradevi continued for long 
serving the Lord and finally merged herself in Alamelu 
Manga Thayaramma, the divine consort of Lord Ven
kateswara of Tirumala Tirupati. 

Sri Prasanna Venkateswaraswamy Brahmothsavam 
takes place fOT 7 days from Phalguna Suddha Dasami 
to Bahula Padyami (February-March). Ankurarpana 
on the first day, dhwajarohana on the second day, Ra
numanthaseva on the third, Garudaseva and Harikatha 
on the fourth, enugu vahanothsavam on the fifth day 
morning and theppa uthsavam in the night, akshatha
rohana on the sixth day morning, rathothsavam in the 
afternoon and aswavahanam and alakaladopu in the 
night and on the last day ekanthaseva are celebrated. 
With this the festival concludes. These rituals are cele
brated by the devotees. Cocoanuts, pumpkins, rice, 
ghee, silver and gold coins are offered. It is of very 
ancient origin and a widely known one. It is under the 
management of the ~indu Religious and Charit~ble 
Endowments Board. The Managing Trustee is Sri Put. 
tamreddy RamireddY. About 15 to 20 thousand Hindu 
devotees, local and from distant places congregate irre
spective of caste or creed. Pujaris are Vaishnava 
Brahmins. Prasadam is distributed to all and there is 
free feeding for Brahmins and Vaisyas for 3 days. 

A fair is held for a week in the temple compound 
in this connection. About 20,000 persons, local and 
from distant places participate. Eatables, utensils, lan
terns, fancy goods, pictures and photos, Ayurvedic me
dicines, agricultural implements and clothes and various 
kinds of toys are sold. 

Harikathas and dramas afford entertainment. 

Source: 1. Sri G. Guruvaiah, Teacher, Bitragunta 
2. A booklet on Sri Pars anna Venkateswara

swamy Mahatyam by Sri Tirumala Anan
thacharyulu 

3. Sri A. Roden, Headmaster, Zilla Parishad 
Elementary School, (Konda) Bitragunta 

11. Brabmana Kraka - Situated at a distance of 
10 miles from Bitragunta Railway Station and 11 miles 
from Kavali. 

This place was called 'Krakapuri' after the tutelary 
deity of the Kakatiyas of Warangal 'Kakati'. There 
are K:lkamma temple, Kakamma tank and Kakamma 
gunta in this place. This was the native place of Ma
dhava Vidyaranyaswamy, a great scholar and religious 
teacher whose brother Sayana was the well known com
mentator on the Vedas. He helped Harihara and 
Bukka in establishing the famous Vijayanagara empire. 
On Phalguna Bahula Padyami of tp.e year Nala, 650 
years back, this village along with the 15,000 acres of 
surrounding land was given to the learned Brahmins of 
64 gotras by Harihara and Bukka. The copper plate 
inscription about this is available in Agraharam, ham
let of this village at a distance of 1 mile to the north. 
Since that time, this village got the name Brahmana 
Kraka. Hanumakondapalem at a distance of 21 miles 
• 2 
IS also its hamlet. There is a tank in that village with 
a rock in the middle called 'Godugubanda'. Sri Krishna 
Devaraya of Vijayanagar used to sit on this stone with 
an umbrella supervising the construction of the tank. 
Hence the rock is called Godugu banda (godugu-umb
rella, banda-rock). 

The total population of the village is 5,765 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Reddy, Telaga, 
Tambala, etc.; Mala and Madiga Scheduled Castes 
with 1,098 persons; Scheduled Tribes (347); Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

. There is an ancient temple of Ramalingeswaraswamy 
said to have been constructed by the Kakatiyas. It is 
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now in a dilapidated condition. Sri Rama is said to 
have installed the Sivalingam in this temple. To the 
east and to the south of the temple there are the burial 
ground and koneru respectively. On the pillars of the 
temple, there are inscriptions in Pali script, which are 
not yet taken notice of by the concerned authority. The 
crypt of the Lord faces east while that of His consort 
Parvathavardhani faces the south. Kakamma temple, 
Peerla Chavidi and a church are the other places of 
worship in this village. 

In Hanumakondapalem, there is a very ancient 
temple of Hanumadgireeswaraswamy with His stone 
Siva/ingam said to have been installed by Anjaneya, on 
the neighbouring hillock Hanumadgiri to the west. Ac
cording to tradition Thimmarusu, the renowned minis
ter of Sri Krishna Devaraya built the temple and a tank 
by the side of the hillock, having a capacity to irrigate 
2.000 acres. He had arranged choultries with free 
feeding facilities. 

A compound wall for the temple of Sri Venugopa
laswamy was recently built at a cost of Rs. 2,000. 

Sivaratri (Sri Ramalingeswaraswamyfestival) is cele
brated for 5 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi to Ama
vasya (January-February). In the past this was cele
brated with much pomp, ceremony and dance and mu
sic concerts were taking place. Domestically fasting, 
jagarana and river bath are observed and feasts are ar
ranged. For the past seven centuries, this is being cele
brated and is confined to this viIJage. The trustees 
appointed by the Endowments Board patronise the fes
tival. Local people of all communities participate 
in it. Thambalas and Vaighanasas are the pujaris. Pra., 
sadam is distributed to as many devotees as possible. 

People of Lambada caste offer naivedyam to 
Kakamma on Sunday, Tuesday and Friday, with the 
income of chakirimanyam (service land) and charity. 

During Vaikunta Ekadasi which falls on Marga
sira Suddha Ekadasi (November-December) or Pushya 
Suddha Ekadasi (December-January). Lord Venu
gopalaswa~y Theppothsavam (boat procession) is 
celebrated m Ramalingeswaraswamy koneru. That day 
both Eswara and Vishnu are worshipped without any 
distinction. Local people irrespective of caste and 
creed participate in it. 

So.urce: Sri Srikantam Venkata Krishna Murthy, Head 
Karnam, Brahmana Kraka 

.12. Zakkepallegudur _ Situa ted at a distance of 
6 mll.es to the west of Bitragunta Railway Station and 
11 miles from Kavali by road. 

The total population of the village is 2,171 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Kamma, Kapu, Viswabrahmin, Mangali, Chakali, 
Kummari, Vadde; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes 
with 269 persons and Scheduled Tribes with 51 persons. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultUral labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

Poleramma Jatara is celebrated for 4 days once in 
3 years in Pushyam (December-January). He-buffaloes, 
sheep, goats and fowls are sacrificed. Yadavas are the 
pujaris. 

Kanakadurga Pongallu are performed in Vaisa
kha~ (April-May) for four days. Fowls and sheep are 
sacnficed. Only local devotees congregate. Kummaris 
(potters) are the pUjaris. 

Source: Sri S. Venkatanarayana Rao, Karnam, Zakke
palle 
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D,agadartbi - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
~ to the north of Nellore from the 16th mile

stone on Madras - Calcutta Grand Trunk Road, 6 miles 
from Alluru Road Railway Station and 13 miles from 
Kovur. Two Yanadis - Daga and Dathi are the first 
inhabitants of this village. So this is called Dagadarthi 
after them. 

The total population of the village is 3,045 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste, Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kamma, Vadde, Padm;:sale, 
Golla, Kummari, Gamalla, etc.; Madiga, Mala Sche
duled Castes with 668 persons and Scheduled Tribes 
with 321 persons. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agri~ultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple, Mahalakshmamma temple, 
Ankamma temple, Pothuraju Chavidi, Mallaiah Manu 
(tree of Mallaiah) and a Peerla Chavidi are the places 
of worship in this village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 6 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April), preparations 
being made 10 days in advance. For the past 40 years, 
this festival is being celebrated and is confined to this 
village. Hin<i_us patronize the festival. For 6 days 
there is free feeding for the poor. 

Kanaka Durgamma Pongallu are celebrated once 
in 5 or 6 yems according to the convenience of the 
people. About 40 animals and 200 fowls are sacrificed. 
Rice mixed with the blood of sacrificed animals is 
offered to the deity as they believe that by this act the 
deity would be appeased and no epidemics break out. 
This is of local significance. Kammas and Gollas 
patronize the festival. Local people congregate. Pujari 
is a Kummari with hereditary rights. 

On domestic levels Vinjamvaru (a surname among 
Kammas) and Gallas worship Pothuraju on the occa
sions like marriage, death, etc. Goats are sacrificed 
and pambajollu are played. This is of local significance 
and is confined to certain families, whose family deity 
is Pothuraju. 

Source: Sri Thippavajjula Venkatramaiah, Headmas
ter, Zilla Parishad Special Elementary School, 
Dagadarlhi 

2. Damavaram - Situated by the side of Madras
Calcutta Grand Trunk road at a distance of 21 miles 
from Alluru Road Railway Station and 16 miles from 
Kovur. 

The total popUlation of the village is 2,030 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Kamma, Kapu, Uppara, Yadava, etc. ; Madiga, Mala, 
Scheduled Castes with 268 persons; Yerukula and 
Yanadi Scheduled Tribes with 141 persons; and Chri
stians. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with His image in human form, 
Gangamma temple and Mathamma temple are the 
plales of worship. Mastanaiah and stone figures of 
Mahalakshmamma, Kalika, Kanaka Durgamma and 
Gangamma are also worshipped. 

Sri Rama Navami (Sri Rama Kalyanothsavam) is 
celebrated for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Panchami 
to Navami (March-April), Janma dinothso\'am (birth
day of Lord Sri Rama), kalyanam (marriage), pattabhi
shekam (coronation) and vasanthothsavam are the 
functions that take place. Kalyanothsavam is an impor
tant one. This is of local significance. Kammas are 
the patrons and Yada\as are the follow{ls. local 
people congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin. Prasadam is 
distribu ted to all. 

For Mathamma, one of the village deities, Arun
dhatiyas are the trustees. 

Source: Srj S. Yanadi Setty, Teacher, Damal'aram 

3. Bhatrakagollu - Situated in a forest area at a 
distance of 1 mile from Racharlapadu Railway Station, 
2 miles from motor-route, 15 miles from Koyur and 
20 miles from Ka\ali sub-divisional headquarters. 
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Bhatrajus ruled this region in ancient times. Hence it 
acquired the present ·name. 

The total population of the village is 1, 148 and it 
is made up of the foHowing communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Thogata, Jangam, Reddi, Yadava, 
Goundla, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 
177 persons; Yanadi Scheduled Tribe with 74 persons; 
and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour, and other 
traditional occupations. 

Ayyapu Naidu temple and Gangamma temple are 
the places of worship. The stone image of Pothuraju 
and the turmeric paste image of Katamaraju, alias 
Pasuvula Devudu (deity of cattle) on the southern 
bank of Brahmana Cheruvu (tank) are also worshipped. 

Katamarayuni Uthsavam is celebrated for one day 
during Sankranti i.e.,on J5 th January. Cocoanuts and 
fruits are offered. This is of ancient origin and of 
local significance. It is observed in other parts of the 
disrtict also. Hindus patronize the festival and local 
people congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all and 
free feeding and community feasts are arranged. 

Sri Gilaka Venkata SUbbaiah, a Yadava, is the 
pujari in Gangamma temple and Ayyapu Naidu temple. 

Source: Sri P. Venkataratnam, Panchayat President, 
Bhat rakagollu 

4. Graddagunta - Situated in a forest area at a 
distance of 2 rniles frorn Racharlapadu Railway Station, 
3 miles from Alluru, 17 miles from Kovur and 21 miles 
from Kavali sub-divisional headquarters. 

The total population of the village is 577 and It IS 
made up of BaJija and Yadava communities: Madiga, 
Mala Scheduled Castes with 319 persons; Yanadi Sche
duled Tribe with 28 persons; and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, etc. 

Chennakesavaswamy temple with His image in 
human form and Siva temple with a Sivalingam are the 
places of worship. 

. Chennakesavasw~my Kalyanothsa vam takes place 
for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima 
(April-May). The deity is worshipped with flowers 
and is taken in procession on several well decorated 
vahanams during this period. Abhishekam is performed. 

Cocoanuts are offered and fireworks are displayed. De
votees fulfil their vows. For the past 150 years, this is 
being celebrated and is confined to this village. Hari
jans patronize the festival. There is only local congre
ga tion. Only Hindus take part. Community feasts take 
place. 

Source: Sri Tupili Audi Narayanudu, Teacher, Gradda
gunta 

5. Allurpeta - Situated at a distance of 5 mile!! 
from Alluru Railway S'tation, 6 miles from the Bay of 
Bengal, 8 miles from Thalamanchi Railway Station and 
18 miles from Nellore Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 6,403 and itis 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddy, Kamma, Balija, Golla, etc. ; 
Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes (574); Scheduled Tri
bes (1,875); Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultu
rallabour and other traditional occupations. 

Siddheswaraswamy temple with a Sivalingam and 
the stone image of His consort Parvati, the village deity 
Poleramma temple with Her image in human form, 
KodanJarama temple, a few mosques and a protestant 
church are the places of worship in this village. 

Siddheswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
for 5 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi to Arnarasya 
(January-February). Decorated with se\eral ornaments, 
the deity is taken in procession. When the procession 
passes on in the streets, devotees offer camphor before 
their houses to the deity. Fastings and jagarana are 
observed on Sivaratri. Its origin is unknown and it is 
confined to this village. The Endowment Board patro
nizes and organises the festival. There are inarn lands. 
Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is having hereditary 
rights. Harikathas, Bharatanatyams and display of 
fireworks entertain the congregation. 

Poleramma Uthsavam is celebrated ace ording to 
the convenience of the villagers. Generally it takes 
place on a Tuesday prior to harvesting. Pindi deepa
radhana (Deeparadhana with flour paste) is perf OJ med. 
Pallakiseva is observed and kumkum is offered. Thi.s 
festival is of local significa.nce. The Endowment Board 
and Kapus patronize the festival. There are inarn lands. 
A trustee and an Executive Officer are there. Local 
people congregate. 

Kodanda Ramaswamy festival takes place for 10 
days from Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April) 
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during Sri Rama Navami. This is of local signifi
cance. Sri Allampati Rami Reddy patronizes the festi
val. Local people congregate there. Pujari is a Then
gali Sri Vaishnava Brahmin. There is free feeding for 
Brahmins. 

Source: 1. Sri K. Subrahmanyam, Telugu Pandit, Ra
makrishna Higher Secondary School, AI
luru 

2. Sri M. Krishnamachari. Assistant Head
master, Ramakrishna Higher Secondary 
School, Alluru 

I 

6. Alluru - Situated at a distance of 6 miles from 
the Bay of Bengal, 8 miles from Thalamanchi Railway 
Station. 13 miles to the north of Kovur and 18 miles to 
the north of Nellore on Nellore-Bitragunta route. This 
village is famous as 'Pantala Alluru' as paddy is culti
vated on large scale since ancient times under the tank. 

The total population of the village is 7,141 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus -Brahmin, Vaisya, Padmasale, Telaga, Kapu, Vad
de, Yadava, Kummari, etc.; Madiga, Mala, etc.; Sche
duled Castes (904); Scheduled Tribes (1,285); Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Chennakesavaswamy temple with His stone image 
in the form of Vishnu wearing sankham (conch) and 
chakram (discus) and with the stone images of His con
sorts Rukmini and Satyabhama in human forms belie
ved to be in existence from the time of the Chola Kings, 
Siva temple. Poleramma (the village deity and the god
dess of crops and cattle) temple with Her image in hu
man form and with Her vahanams-puli (tigress) and 
nakka (fox), Kalugolamma temple, a mosque and a 
church are the places of worship in this village. Maha
lak.shmamma. Gangamma and Pothuraju are also wor
shipped. 

Sri Chennakesavaswamy Brahmothsavam is cele
b:ated for 5 days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi to 
Pur"ima (April-May). Whitewashing of the enclosu
res of the temple and other arrangements nre made one 
week in advance. Pallakiseva and Sahasra namarchana 
(recitation of 1 00e;) names of the deity) are arranged. 
This is of ancient origin and is confined to this village 
only. Kapus patronJze the festival. There are manyams 
and chakiri manyams (service lands). Local Hindus 
congregate there. Pujari is a Vaighanasa Brahmin 
with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to ail. 

Poleramma Tirunala is celebrated according to the 
convenience of the villagers between Sankranti and 
Sivaratri (January-February). The day of festival is 
proclaimed by tom-tom. Rice, pindivantalu (variety 
of special dishes), stale naivedyam and hot naivedyam 
are offered to the deity. Throughout the night, proces
sion is held. Fowls, goats and a he-buffalo are sacri
ficed by Pambalas and Byneedis. Domestically cocks 
are sacrificed in the deity's name and ponga/i is offered. 
During DasarainAsviyujam (September-October) rams 
are sacrificed to Ammavaru (village deity). This is of 
ancient origin but of local significance. Kapus and 
ryots of other communities patronize the festival. There 
are inam lands and chakiri manyams. Local Hindus 
congregate. Pujari is a Saivite Brahmin with heredi
tary rights. 

In Kalugolamma temple a Viswabrahmin (Gold
smith) is the pujari. 

Source: 1. Sri Thota Audiseshaiah, Al/uru 
2. Sri P. Rama Brahmam, Teacher, Alluru 
3. Sri Banda Kanakalingeswara Rao, Tea

cher, Ramakrishna Higher Secondary 
School, Alluru 

7. Iskapalle - A coastal village situated at a di5-
tance of 9 miles from Bitragunta Railway Station, 21 
miles from Kovur, 24 miles from Nellore and 26 miles 
from Kavali. This village is also known as 'Pattapu
palem' as majority of the people depend on fishing(Pat
tuta-catching). 

The total population of the village is 6,502 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Vaisya, Jangam. Pattapukapu, Balija, 
Yadava, Golla, etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,146); Sche
duled Tribes (177); Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are fishing, salt busi
ne~s. agriculture. agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Chennakeswaraswamy temple with His image in 
human form Siva temple with his idol in the form of 
a Lingam, Pol eramma temple with Her image in hu
man form, Ankamma temple with Her image in human 
form, Kanaka Durgamma temple with Her image in 
human fo~m and Akka Devatala t~mple with their ima
ges are the places of wor!>hip in this village 

Sri Chennakeswaraswamy festival is celebrated for 
4 days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima to Bahula 
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Tadiya (April-May). Cocoanuts and fruits are offered. 
This is of ancient origin and of local significance. Hin
dus patronize the festival. Local people of all commu
nities (Ongregate there. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Gangamma Tirunala takes place once in three or 
four years for 3 days from Chaitra Suddha Padyami 
(March-April). Fruits and cocoanuts are offered. 
This is of ancient origin and of local significance. Lo
cal people patronize the festival and all communities 
congregate. Pujari is a Yadava. 

Mathamma Tirunala is celebrated once in 3 or 4 
years according to the convenience of the local people. 
Sheep and rams are sacrificed. This is of ancient origin 
and oflocal significance. Local people pJtronize the 
festival and all communities congregate. 

Kanaka Durgamma Tirunala is celebrated accor
ding to the convenience of the local people and also 
when epidemics break out. It is also celebr"ted in any 
year when large quantities of catch are there. POl/gali 
and naivedyams are offered. Fowls are sacrificed. 
This is of ancient origin and of local significance Bes
thas (fishermen) are the patrons and all communities 
congregate. Pujari is an Asadi (Mala). 

Source: 1. Sri P. Subrahmanyam, Iskapalle 
2. Sri T. Venkata Subbayya, lskapaUe 

8. Gogulapalle - Situated at a distance of 2! mi
Jes from Alluru by road and boat, 10 miles from Alluru 
Road Railway Station and 18 miles from Kovur. 

The total popUlation of the village is 2,884 and it 
is made Up of the following communities: Caote Hin
dus-Bhatraju, Reddi (Kapu), Yadava; Madiga, Mala 
Scheduled Castes (521); and Scheduled Tribes (225). 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, salt manufacturing, business and other tradi
tional occupations. 

In the bygone days, herds of cows thrived here 
and hence it was called Govulapalle (Gol'ula-cow's; 
paUe - village) which in course of time corrupted into 
Gogulapalle. 

In GogulapaJle (West) temples of Sri Rama and 
Anjaneya are the places of worship. There are no 
temples for the vi}lage deities. ' 

Gramadevathala festival is celebrated for Polera
mma, Ankamma and Mahalakshmamma according to 
the convenience of the villagers. The images of the 

Gramadevathalu (village deities) are prepared for the 
occasion. He-buffaloes and lowls are sacrificed. Dome
stically pongali is offered. This is of ancient .origin 
and of local significance. The villagers patronize the 
festival and local Hindus congregate. Pujaris are Ku
mmaris (potters). 

For the past six years, Anjaneyaswamy Uthsavam 
is being celebrated during Sankranti (January) and for 
the past two years Sri Rama Kalyanam is celebrated 
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). 

In Gogulapalle (East) Lord Prasanna Venkateswa
raswamy temple, Chennakeswaraswamy temple and 
Rama mandiram are the places of worship. 

Lord Prasanna Venkateswaraswamy Tirunala is 
celebrated for 5 days from Phalguna Suddha Triodasi 
(February-March). Dhwajarohana, Seshapanpu (pro
cession on serpent bed), Hanumanthavahanam (proce
ssion on Hanuman), Garudaseva (procession on Garu
da), Kalyana Mahothsavam (marriage ceremony) and 
Enuguvahanam (procession on elephant) and Gurrapu
vahanam (procession on horse) are the functions in 
chronological order. For the past 20 years, this festi
val is being celebrated and is confined to this village 
only. The villagers patronize the festival and approxi
mately 500 devotees from this and the neighbouring 
villages congregate irrespective of caste or creed. 
Pujari is a Vaishnavite Brahmin with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in this connection for the past 10 
years in the temple area. A few shops with eatables, 
utensils, etc., are arranged. Nadaswara Kacheries and 
occasionaIIy dram~s enter tain the congregation. 

Once in 10 years, Poleramma Jatara is celebrated. 
Turmeric, kumkum and cocoanuts are offered since 
animal sacrifice is stopped. 

Sita Rama Kalyanothsavam is celebrated once a 
year in Chaitram (March-April). 

Source: 1. Sri Velagapudi Venkata Subbaiah, Gogu
lapalle (West) 

2. Sri K. G. Krishna Reddy, Gogulapalle 
(East) 

3. Sri D. Venkala Reddy, Gogulapalle (East) 

9. Ramathirtham, hamlet of Varini _. Situated at 
a distance of 7 miles from Alluru, 10 miles from 
Talamanchi Railway Station and about 15 miles from 
Kovur. 
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The total population of the village incl ud ing the hamlet 
Varini is 4,499. It is multi-ethnic in composition com .. 
prising various communities of Caste Hindus; 431 Sche" 
duled Castes' people and 382 Scheduled Tribes' people. 

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy temple with a Sivalin .. 
gam is the place of worship. On His way to Ayodhya 
from Lanka after killing Ravana, the great Rakshasa 
devotee of Siva, Sri Rama installed the Sivalingam and 
worshipped Siva, here for 7 days to absolve himself of 
the sin. 

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy festival is celebrated 
for 7 days from laishta. Bahula Amavasya, This is of 
ancient origin and is confined to several parts of this 
district and also to the neighbouring districts. Appro
ximately 7,000 people congregate from this village and 
also from distant parts of the state. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few shops 
selling eatables, etc. 

Source: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
the Collector. Nellore 

10. Purini - A coastal village situated at a dis
tance of 3 miles and 1 furlong from Alluru road,6 
miles from the Bay of Bengal, 7! miles from Thalaman .. 
chi Railway Station and 20 miles from Kovur. 

To the south of this village, Goddess Purinamma 
who is believed to protect the village from evil spirits, 
is installed. So the name Purini came into vogue. 
Occasionally some prathimas (images) of Jains are f(:mnd 
in the earth around the village and hence it is believed 
to have flourished once as a Jain centre. 

The total population of the village is 2,689 and it 
is made up or the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Mangali, Muthracha, Kapu, 
Balija, Yadava, Rajaka, etc.; Madiga. Mala Scheduled 
Ca&tes with 660 persons; Yerukula and Yanadi Sche
duled Tribes with 611 persons; Muslims and Christians. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agricultural labour, trade and other traditional 
occupations. 

Chennakesavaswamy temple, Veeranjaneyaswamy 
temple, Sanyasayya temple with the picture of Rama 
Brahmendraswamy and His wooden sandals and Kana
kadurgamma temple with Her awe-inspiring im:ige in 
human form with four canine teeth and four hands 
wearing weapons are the places of worship. Purimmma 
is also worshipped. 

Once in 10 years, or when epidemics like cholera 
break out, Kanaka Durgamma Pongallu take place for 
5 days from Sravana Bahula Dasami (July-August). 
Aradhana is performed. Cocoanuts and camphor are 
offered. Fowls and animals are sacrificed before in
stalling and before leaving the deity outside the village. 
For the past 50 years, this is being celebrated and is 
confined to this village. The village officials and other 
ryots patronize the festival. Local people of all castes 
congregate. Puja is performed by rotation by all 
Hindu communities of the village in accordance with 
their population. 

Chennakesavaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated for 
5 days in Pushyam (December-January) during Sankra
nti. Seshapanpu (serpent bed or placing the deity on 
Adisesha in lying posture). Ginnebhiksham. yara and 
enugu meeda pendli (marriage on an elephant) are 
celebrated successively. Cocoanuts and camphor are 
offered. NitJ'a naivedyam and deeparadhana are per
formed daily. This festival is being celebrated for the 
past 50 years and is confined to this village only. 
Hindus patronize the festival. Local people of aU 
communities congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin of Vasi
sta gotram with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distri
buted to all. 

Sanyasayya was an yatheeswara (sage with unnatu
ral powers) and he visited this village in the bygone 
years. But none in the village regarded him and reco
gnised his presence. So the yatheeswara cursed the 
villagers in anger and went away to the neighbouring 
village to the west. Since that time the villagers suffe
red a lot. So, to avert the wrath of the sage, Sanya
sayya temple was constructed. In his memory, Sanya
sayya Uthsavam is celebrated for one day on Magha 
Bahula Triodasi (January-February). The figure and 
padukas (wooden sandab) of Rama Brahmendraswamy 
are placed and worshipped. Cocoanuts and camphor 
are offered. Nitya naivedyam and puja are performed 
daily. This is of ancient origin but of local significa
nce. The villagers patronize the festival and all Hindu 
communities congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

In Veeranjaneyaswamy temple, daily puja is perfor
med and naivedyam is offered. On Saturdays, vadapappu' 
(soaked greengram dal) and panakam (jaggery syrup) 
are offered. Bhajans take place. This is of ancient 
origin and of local significance. Hindus patronize the 
festival. Local people of all communities congregate. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

At a distance of 3 furlongs to the west of this vill
age and in the fields of Indupur, the ruins of Siva 
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temple are visible. The image of Eswara in the form ofa 
!ingam, the image of His consort Parvati and the image 
of Nandi are there. Indupur ryots believe that their 
crops and cattle are flourishing because of thl! Siva
Jingam. During Sivaratri on Magha Bahula Triodasi 

.. (January-February), abhishekam with milk is perfor
med to the Sivalingam. Cocoanuts are offered. 

Hindu women bathe in the reservoir on Nagula 
Chavili in Sravanam (July-August) and worship the ima.
ages of Nagas (serpents) installed on the bund. A th
read is tied to the deity's pachipindi (wet dOUl) and 
nanabalu sajjalu (pearl millet) are offered. 

Source: 1. Sri V. Uma Maheswaram, Teacher-cum
B. P. M., Purini 

2. Sri P. Ramachandraiah, Teacher Zilla 
Parishad Special Elementary School, 
Purini 

11. North Mopur - Situated at a distance of 6 
miles from Thalamanchi Railway St;'ttion, 12 mi'ies from 
Kovur, 15 miles from Nellore and 20 miles from Kav
ali. There is a branch road from Rajupalem-IskapaUe 
road. 

The total population of the village is 3.262 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Chakali, Mangali, Goundla, 
Reddi, Balija, Yadava, Sale, Kummari, Vadde, etc.; 
Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes (890); Yerukula and 
Yanadi, etc., Scheduled Tribes (490); Muslims and Ch
ristians. Tbe chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

Sri Varadarajaswamy temple with His 6 feet high 
statue in hUrna!} form, a galigopuram and compound 
walls, Sri Rama temple with His picture, Mahalakshm
amma temple with Her stone figure, a mosque and a 
church are the places of worship. There is Anjaneya 
temple intended for a Brahmin family. 

Varadarajaswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
for 10 days from Jaishta Suddha Dasami (May-June). 
On all the5.c days, the deity is taken in procession on 
different vahanams. Cocoanuts and camphor are offe
rea. Hindus decorafe their houses and arrange din
ners for their relatives. This is of ancient origin and of 
local significance. The village ryots patronize the fes
tival. Local devotees of all communities and about 
600 from the neighbouring villages congregate. Pujari 
is a Vaishnavite Brahmin with hereditary rights. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 5 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Sri Rebala 
Kodandaramireddy who was a great devotee of Sri 
Rama spent his entire wealth for the construction of the 
Rama temple. The functions are celebrated from Ch
aitra Suddha Navami to Triodasi (March-April) for 5 
days. For the past 30 years, the festival is being cele
brated but it is confined to this village only. The Dha. 
rma Sangham in the name of Sri Reddy patronizes the 
festival and there is an inam land given by late Sri Red
dy.Local people ofal) communities congregate there. Pu
jari is a Smartha Brahmin on monthly wages. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. There is free feeding for the poor. 

Mahalakshmamma festival is celebrated for 10 
days from Asviyuja Suddha Dasami to Bahula Chaviti 
(September-October). Vadapappu (soaked greengram 
daJ), panakam (jaggery water) and cocoanuts are offe
red. Goats, fowls and animals are sacrifi:ed. For the 
past 30 years, this festival is celebrated and is confined 
to this village. Tile Dharma Sangham patronizes the fe
stival. Local people of all castes congregate. Pujarf 
is appointed temporarily for the occa~ion. All the 10 
days Hindus entertain the villagers with fancy dress. 
The disguise of Ammavaru (Adi Sakthi) killing Mahis
hasura is awe-inspiring and attracts devotees in large 
numbers. 

Source: 1. Sri Kappaganthu/a Narayanaiah, North 
Mopur 

2. Sri D. Chandra Sekhara Rao, Kamam, 
North Mopur 

3. Sri R. Bhuthapathi Rao, North Mopur 

12. Beeramgunta - Situated at a distance of 31 
miles from Thalamanchi Railway Station, 5 miles from 
Rajupalem by motor route, 10 miles from Kovur, 15 
miles from NeJlore and 20 miles from KavaJi. 

The total population of the village is 666 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Vaisya, Chakali, Mangali, Goundla, Yadava, etc.; 
Adi Andhra. Arundhatiya Scheduled Castes with 348 
persons; Yanadi and Yerukula Scheduled Tribes with 
77 persons; Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Pothuraju temple with His one foot high stone 
image and a church are the places of worship. 

Pothuraju is worshipped during Sankranti in 
Puslljam (December-January). Besides this, once in 
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thr~e years, Pothuraju Tirunala is celebrated for tbree 
days in Pushyam (December-January) according to 
the convenience of the villagers. A pandal erected 
specially for the occasion and in it Palanat; Veera 
Charitra (History of Palanati heroes) and Katamaraju 
Charitra are redted with the music of kommulu (horns) 
and pambajollu continuously for three days. Pongali 
is offered to Pothuraju; rams, goats and fowls are 
sacrificed. On the third day, Hindus obsene fast and 
offer naivedyam. In the evening they return home 
wearing veerathrallu and waving swords on their che
sts. For the past 150 years, this festival is being cele
brated but it is c.:onfined to local Hindus. Hindus 
patronize the festival. Local Hindus only congregate. 
Pujari is a Balija with hereditary rights. Prasadam is 
distributed to all and there is free feeding and distribu
tion of clothes to the poor. 

Source: Sri Bandaru Pichayya, Karnam, Beeramgunta 

13. Pedaputhedu - Situated at a distance of 6 
miles from Kodavalur Railway St.ltion and 10 miles 
from Kovur by road. 

The total population of the village is 3,896 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Reddi, Devanga, Yadava, etc.; Adi Andhra, 
Arundhatiya, etc., Scheduled Castes with 1,215 per
sons; Yerukulaand Yanadi, etc., Scheduled Tribes with 
494 persons; Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Kodanda Ramaswamy temple with His image in 
human form with compound walls, gopuram and 
dhwajasthambham and Siddheswara temple, two 
Bhajana Mandirams in the hamlets of the village and a 
church are the places of worship. 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy Brahmothsavam is cele
brated for 7 days from Chaitra Suddha Panchami to 
Ekadasi (Milrch-April). Ankurarpana (preliminary 
puja), Dhwajarohanam, Hanumanthaseva, Garudasel'a, 
Ktllyanothsavam (marriage ceremony), Rathothsavam 
(car festival) and Ekanthaseva take place in succession. 
Naivedyam and camphor are offered. Deeparadhana 
is observed. For the past 50 years, this festival is cele
brated and isconfinedto this village. Hindus patrol~ize 
the festival. Local Hindus only congregate. Pujari 
i~ a Vaighanasa Vaishnavite Brahmin. Harikathas and 
bhajans entertain the devotees. 

Source: Sr; M. Radhakrishnaiah. Teacher, Pedapulhedu 

14. Tiruveedhipad - Situated at a distance of 8 
miles from Buchireddipalem motor route, 12 miles 
from Kodavalur Railway Station, 13 miles from Kovur 
and 20 miles from Kavali. 

The total population of the village is 305 ~nd it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya. Muthracha, Kummari. Balija, Yada
va, Golla; Madiga, Mala, Scheduled Castes (51); Sche
duled Tribes (15); Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture and 
agricultural labour. 

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy temple on a hillock 
with His self-manifested stone image is the place of 
worship. 

Sri Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Brahmothsavam is 
celebrated for 7 days from Jaishta Suddha Dasami 
to Bahula Padyami (May-June). Cocoanuts are offered. 
On Mukkoti Ekadasi and Dwadasi in Margasiram 
(November-December) fast is observed by the Hindus 
and an uthsavam is celebrated. Though this is of anci
ent origin, the festival is being celebrated for the past 
6 years regularly. This festival extends to 3 or 4 neigh
bouring villages also. The Endowment Board and the 
local Hindus patronize the festival. An Executive 
Officer of the Devasthanam (temple) organises it. 
Hindus from this and 3 or 4 neighbouring villages con
gregate. A Vaishnavite Brahmin of Srivatsa gotram 
is the pujari since 30 years. 

Source: Sri Chakravarthula Thiruvengalachari, Tiru
veedhipad 

15. Sangam - Situated on the bank of River Pen
nar beside Nell ore-Bombay road at a distance of 11 
miles from Buchireddipalem, 22 miles from Nell ore 
R,tilway Station and 23 miles from Kovur. 

The rivers Bhrigu (Boggeru) and Beeraperu meet 
the Pennar here. Hence the name Triveni Sangamam 
(Tril'eni - three rivers; Sangamam - confluence) came 
into use, which in course of time came to be c~lIed as 
'S<:.ngam'. An anicut constructed here across the 
river Pennar in 1886-87 supplies water to the Kaligiri 
reservoir. 

The total population of the village is 3,368 and it 
is made up of the foilowing communities: Caste Hin
dus- Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Sale, Thogata, Vaisya, 
Kshatriya, Kamma, Reddi, Boya, Golla. Balija. Yadava, 
Vadde, Chakali, Muthracha, etc.; Madiga. Mala Sche-
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duled Castes with 356 persons; Scheduled Tribes with 
211 persons; Muslims and Christians. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, trade, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sangameswaraswamy temple is located on a hillock 
on the banks of Penna with His image in the form of 
a Saligramalingam. Parasurama killed his mother 
Renuka with his parasu (axe) to obey the order of his 
father Jamadagni, who suspected her chastity. To get 
rid of the mathru hathya dosham (mathru - mother, 
hathya - murder, dosham - sin), he installed the Sali· 
gramalingam of Lord Eswara. In the regime of 
Chola Kings, a temple was constructed with a com· 
pound wall and two dhwajasthambhams. Within the 
compound wall, the beautiful image of Kamakshi 
(Parvati is called by that name also), the consort of 
Eswara is installed in a separate shrine in human form. 
A five feet high idol of Nandi (bull), is carved artisti
cally. Opposite to Siva temple there is Patheethamma 
temple with Her image. Patheethamma was born two 
centuries ago in a Pakanati Kapu family. Once the big 
monolithic dlzwajam for construction of the Eswara tem
ple could not be raised by the villa-gers though they 
tried by various means. Some of the elders expressed 
that a chaste woman (Pathivratha) can alone lift the 
pillar. Then Patheethamma stepped forward and hold
ing the dwajasthambham with her hund, uttered that if 
she were a 'Pathivratha' (faithful wife) the dhwajastham
bham should rise up. To the great amazement of the 
villagers, the dhwajasthambham rose up instantaneously. 
A temple with her image is built for her in front of the 
Siva temple. Patheethamma is the corrupt form of 
Pathivrathamma and she is worshipped in the former 
name. The temples of Rama, Anjaneya, Poleramma, 
Veerabhadra and Pothuraju and a mosque are the 
other places of worShip. 

Sangameswaruni Brahmothsavam is celebrated for 
9 days in Chaitram (March-April), preparations being 
made a month in advance. The festival begins with 
Ankurarpana and ends with Ekanthaseva. In between 
these two functions, other functions Simhaseva (proce
ssion on lion), Puliseva (procession on tiger), Bringiseva, 

. Ravanaseva, (procession of the Lord on the image of 
R~vana), Nandiseva (procession on a bull). Rathothsavam 
(car festival), Thalambralu (marriage ceremony) and 
Vasanthothsavam take place in order. In the night dur
ing Rathothsavam (car festival), the deity is taken in 
procession on Hamsa (swan) vahanam. On the day of 
Thalambralu (marriage ceremony), procession on pon
namanu (the tree on which Lord Krishna kept the sa
rees of gopikas) is celebrated in the evening and the 

deity is taken in procession on an elephant in the night. 
A bath is given to the deity in the river on Vasantlzo
thsavam day. On Ankurarpana day bowls of rice are 
offered as a sacrifice. By consuming those bowls, issue
less people are blessed with children. On Mesha Sank~ 
ramanam (March-April) tharpanam (offering gingelly to 
satisfy the spirits of the departed forefathers) is obser
ved by the Hindus. Devotees bathe in the river that 
day to get rid of their sins. Abhishekam is performed. 
Deepam, dhoopam, naivedyam, cocoanuts and mahanai
vedyam are offered. This is of ancient origin and is 
confined to this village and to the neighbouring villages. 
The Endowment Board with a committee of local people 
patronizes the festival and an Executive Officer organi
ses it. The inam lands secure an annual rent of about 
Rs. 2,000. People of all communities from this village 
and approximately 4 or 5 thousand people from the 
nearby villages congregate. Two Saivite Brahmins of 
Kasyapa gotram and Gouthamgotram are the pujaris on 
monthly wages. Prasadam is distributed to all present. 

A fair is held in this connection in the plot dedica
ted to tht:: deity hy the Government and taxes are collec
ted by the Panchayat. About 4 to 5 thousand people 
congregate. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, Ayurvedic 
medicines, pictures and photos, cloth and clothes, agri
cultural implements, baskets and toys are sold in about 
125 shops. Merry-go-rounds, fancy dresses, dramas, 
bhajans and kolatams are the items of entertainment. 
There are choultries for Brahmins and Vaisyas and tem
porary pandals are erected for others. There is free 
feeding for aU. 

Once in 3 or 5 years, Patheethamma festival is cele
brated. For the past 200 years, this festival is being 
celebrated and is confined to this village. Villagers pat
ronize the festival and aU local communities congregate. 

Occasionally when epidemics like cholera and 
smallpox break out or when crops fail, the village deity's 
Jatara is celebrated according to the convenience of 
the villagers. This is of ancient origin and of local sig
nificance. The villagers patronize the festival and thou
sands of people of all communities from this and near
by villages congregate • 

Source: 1. Sri P. Ramaiah, Headmaster, Zilla Pari
shad Elementary School. Sangam 

2. Sri V. Nataraja Sarma, Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad Middle School, Sangam 

3. Sri Sanagavarapu Venkata Rangaiah Te
lugu Pandit, Zilla Parishad High School, 
Kovur 
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16. Dunur - Situated at a distance of 4 furlongs 
from Nellore-Cuddap:th bus route, 14 miles from the 
Nellore Railway Station and 17 miles from Kovur. 

The total population of the village is 3,678 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin. Vaisya, Chakali, Mangali, Kummari, Kapu, 
Balija, Yadava, Goundla, etc.; Madiga, Mala, etc.; 
Scheduled Castes with 678 persons; Yanadi Scheduled 
Tribe with 355 persons; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, trade and other traditional occupa
tions. 

Koteswaraswamy temple with His saikatha idol 
(smd idol) in the form of Lingam installed by Durvasa 
M.lha M uni, a sage, with the image of Parvati, His 
consort in human form, the temple of village deity, 
Duvvuramma with Her image in human form, Pothu
raju Chavika (Chavika -a square plot in the centre of 
a temple). Chennakesavaswamy temple for Malas and 
Madigas. a few mosques and a church are the places 
of worship in this village. 

Koteswaraswamy festival takes place for seven days 
from JaiShta Suddha Dwadasi to Bahula Tadiya (May
June). Salipindi (a preparation made of sugar and rice 
flour), panakam (jaggery water) and cocoanuts are off
ered. On Mahasivaratri in Magham (January-Februa
ry), on Kartheeka Suddha Purnima (October-Novem
ber) and during Dasara in Asviyujam (September-Octo
ber), the deity is wo:-shipped and domestically fasting 
andjagarana are observed. Daily aradhana is performed 
in the morning and evening. This festival is of ancient 
origin but is confined to this village and to the neigh
bouring villages. Local Hindus patronize the festival 
and some of the functions are celebrated with the tem
ple fund. Hindus from this and from the nearby villa
ges congreg~,it:. A Saivite Brahmin of Parasara gotram 
is the pujari. Prasadam is distributed. 

Twi::e a week,Gramasakthi Duvvuramma Aradhana 
is performed. Sarees, kumkum. blouses and cocoanuts 
are offered. Occas:onally, kolupulu take place in the 
name of Duvvuramma and Pothuraju at the convenie
nce of the villagers. Animals are sacrificed. This is 
of ancient origin and of local significance. Local Hin
dus patronize the festival. Only local Hindus congre
gate. Pujari' for Duvvuramma and Pothuraju is a 
Muthracha with hereditary rights. 

Naguru Meera Saheb Urs is celebrated for one 
night in the Jamadi-us-Sani 1110nth of the Muslim cal
endar. Jaggery is offered. This is of ancient origin 

though of local significance. The villagers patronize 
the Urs. All local communities congregate. 

On Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April), the 
picture of Sri Rama is taken in a procession. This is 
of local significance. Malas and Madigas patronize the 
festival. Local Hindus congregate. There is free feed
ing for the poor. 

Chennakesavaswamy Tirunala is celebrated for 3 
days by the Harijans (Malas and Madigas) according 
to their convenience. 

Source: 1. Sri E. Solomon, Teacher, Zilla Parishad 
Elementary School,Duvvllr 

2 .. Sri M. A. Mustapha, Teacher, Duvvur 

3. Sri B. Sikhamani, Teacher, Zilla Parishad 
Elementary School, DUVVllr 

17. Vavveru - Situated at a distance of 1 mile 
and 1 furlong from Buchireddipalem, 7 miles from 
Kodavalur Railway Station and 12 miles from Kovur 
and Nellore. 

There is a reservoir in the name of Kanigiri, a Kum
mari (potter) man. He performed penance in Munu
lapudi, a nearby village. God appeared and asked him 
to reveal his desire. Sri Kanigiri requested that his name 
should be immortalised. God granted the boon, asking 
him to go straight without looking back. Kummari 
Kanigiri turned back when he reached Vavveru as he 
was caught with some fear and suspicion. Thenceforth 
he could not move forward. So he settled there and 
a reservoir formed there in his name known as 'Kani· 
giri Cheruvu'. 

The total population of the village is 3,250 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Muthracha, Kapu, Kamma, 
Bdija, Yadava, Chakali, Mangali, etc.; Madiga. Mala, 
etc., Scheduled Castes (487); Scheduled Tribes (648); 
Dudekula Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

The Vaishnavite temple of Chennakesava, the Sai
\ ite temple of Lord Tripurantaka and the village deity 
Kondalamma's temple by the side of Kanigiri reservoir 
to its south are the places of worship. 

Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated for 6 days 
from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula Padyami (Ap
ril-May). Procession is held and kalyanam (marriage 
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riage ceremony) is an important function. Cocoanuts, 
incense, fruits, naivedyam and thambulam (betel nuts 
and leaves) are offered. Nitya naivedyam and deepara
dhana are preformed. For the past 6 years, this festival 
is celebrated and is confined to this village only. The 
Hindu Religious Endowments Board and a trustee pat
ronize tbe festival. There is an inam of 9 acres wet 
land in the name of the Lord and it is leased out by auc
tion. Local Hindus congregate. Sri Vedagiri Kesavachar
yulu, a Vaighanasa of Bharadwaja gotram is the pujari. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. Brahmins are fed freely 
during kalyanothsavam (marriage ceremony). Harika
thas and dramas entertain the devotees. 

Tripurantakaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated for 6 
days from Jaishta Suddha Ekadasi to Bahula Padyami 
(May-June). A procession is held and kalyanothsavam 
(marriage ceremony) is celebrated. Nitya naived),am 
and askhanda deeparadhana are observed daily. Cocoa
nuts, fruits, incense, naivedyam and thambulam (betel 
nuts and leaves) are offered. Fasts and jagaram are 
observed domestically. For the past 80 years, this festival 
is celebrated and ic; confined to this village only. The 
Endowments Board and a trustee patronize the festival. 
There is an inam of 9 acres wet land which is auctioned 
out to the ryots. Local Hindus congregate there. Sri 
Gudluru Subrahmanyam,an Aupasthamba Sutra, YCljU
ssakha Saivite Brahmin of Kasyapa gotram is the puja
rio Prasadam is distributed to all. Brahmins are fed 
free during kalyanothsavam (marriage ceremony). Hari· 
kathas and dramas entertain the devotees. 

Gramadevatha (village deity) Kondalamma Tiru
nala is celebrated on Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (Jan
uary-February) during Sivaratri. At 10 p.m. a proce
ssion is held with music. Turmeric, kumkum, sarees, 
blouses, cocoanuts, fruits, incense, naivedyam and 
thambulam are offered. Goats, rams and fowls are 
sacrificed. When:epidemics break out animal sacrifice 
goes on a large scale. Puja, akhanda deeparadhana 
and naivedyam are observed daily. During Tirunala 
devotees fulfil their vows. This is of ancient origin and 
of local significance. The Endowments Board Com
mittee and a trustee patronize the festival. There is an 
inam land of 3! acres. Local Hindus congregate. Pu
jaris are Yadavas of Thoditi surname with hereditary 
rights and manyam lands. 

In Kattubadf¢aripalelll hamlet Sri Brahmamgari 
.Mutt with his pictl!te, !fiswaramma temple and Rama 
temple are the places of worship. 

Pothuluri Veerabrahmam Aradhana is celebrated 
for a day during Sivaratri on Magha Bahula Chalur· 

dasi (January- February). Fast is observed by the 
devotees. This festival is confined to this village only. 
The Chakalis (washer men) who constructed the Mutt 
are the patrons. Local people of all communities con
gregate. There is free feeding for all irrespective of 
caste or creed. 

Source: 1. Sri Ch. Venkatakrishnaiah, Headmaster, 
Zilla Parishad Elementary School, Vavveru 

2. Sri Y. John, Teacher, Kattubadipalem, 
Hamlet of Vavveru 

3. Sri G. Veeraswamy, Teacher, Zilla Pari
shad Elementary School, Kattubadipalem 

18. Bucbireddipalem - Situated at a distance of 
11 miles from Kovur, 12 miles from the Nellore Rail· 
way Station, beside the Nellore - Bombay Road and 
32 miles from Kavali. The village was constructed in 
the name or Buchireddy and was named as Buchireddi
palem, after the construction of the Lord Kodanda~ 
ramaswamy temple by the 'Dodla' family. 

The Nellore District Manual (1873), mentions thus 
about the family: 

"If the narrative of this family's history is less stir
ring than that of many other families, it is more trust· 
worthy; for it claims an antiquity of no more than 150 
years for the family, and, instead of a list of wonderful 
and incredible feats of arms, we have a sober narrative of 
the gradual but complete success of a poor ryot in raising 
himself and his family to wealth and influence. 

The chronicler tells how Dodla Anna Reddi, the foun· 
der of the family fortunes, driven by poverty to leave his 
native place in the South, settled at Buchireddipalem. 
and by his industry and good fortune so improved his 
position that he was within a few years of his arrival 
made Pedda Kapu of his adopted "mage, and before his 
death his careful management of the villages which he 
rented from Government. enabled him to amass a consi. 
derable fortune. Raghava Reddi, his eldest 80n divided 
his father's estate with his two brothers. 

Rama Reddi, in the third generation, obtained an 
addition to the estate in the Shrotriam village of Gotti. 
gondala in Udayagiri and some land in Duvvur, and, on 
account of his skill in revenue administration, he was 
entrusted with the collection ryf rupees 6,00,000 of land 
revenue. A visit to the Nawab of the Carnatic resulted 
in the gift of the honorary insignia so commonly given to 
the servants of that Government. On his return to his 
charge, his zeal showed itself in the construction of an 
important irrigation channel from the Pennar to the Sou
thern Delta nor were more disinterested works forgotten. 
The temple at Buchireddipalem and others in the neigh
bourhood were built at the expense ollhis family. Thus 
the grandson of Dodla Anl1a Reddi, I he poor cultivator, 
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seems to have risen to be the revenue officer in charge of 
nearly the whole delta of the Pennar, his district includ
ing the greater portion of present NelloreTaluq, together 
with isolated villages of Udayagiri, Atmakur and Gudur 
Taluqs. After a long and active life Rama Reddi died at 
the age of 85, leaving no issue. The estate then passed 
into the hands of his brother Narasimulu Reddi, and his 
nephew Venkatarama Reddi, of whom the latter wasemp
loyed by Mr. Travers, the first Collector under the English 
Government, in settling the assessment of a large district. 
This brings us to the year 1802, when Nellore became 
permanently an English Colleclorate. The family estate 
was administered by the undivided family on the death of 
Narasimulu Reddi. In the year 1826 Venkatarama Reddi 
was employed by Mr. Whish to superintend the asse
ssment, and did so (0 the approval of the Collector. 
This friendly relations between the Collector of the dis
trict and the family of Buchiredd ipalem continued unim
paired, and were even rendered more strict during Mr. 
Stonehouse's term of office on account of the assistance 
rendered by PattabhiramaReddi in deterting the treason
able designs which are alleged to have been entertained 
by the Jaghiridar of Udayagiri - a service which was re
warded by the renewal of the grant of the Shrotriam 
village of Somavarupadu in the Udayagiri Taluq, which 
had formerly been in the possession of the family. The 
date of this grant was 1842." 1 

The total population of the village is 8,281 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Sale, Reddi, Kapu, etc. ; Ma
diga, Mala, etc., Scheduled Castes (853); Scheduled 
Tribes (586); Muslims and Christians. There is a Sub
Registrar's. Office, a Police Station, a Zilla Parishad 
High School, a Local Fund Hospital, two private Hos
pitals, a Veterinary Hospital, a Panchayat Office and a 
Post Office with a telephone exchange. In addition to 
these, there is a Paddy Research Station in this village 
known as Buchireddipalern ReseafLh Station and the 
strains evolved at this station are known as the 'BCP' 
variety in the State. Paddy is the chief food crop 
raised and the Kaligiri Reservoir known for its depen
dability provides irrigation facilities. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, weaving, trade and other traditional occupations. 

The temple of Lord Kodanda Ramaswamy is the 
important resort for worship. It was constructed and 
the idols installed by Sri Rama Reddy of Dodla family 
of which elaborate information is gh en above. The 
family felt that their prosperity and influence was due 
to lhe grace of the Lord and undertook this devotional 
work. It was in Salivahanasaka year 1706 (1785 A.D.) 
and Fasli 1194, the Telugu year being Viswavasu. The 
idols of Rama, Lakshmana, Bharatha and Sita are of 
black stone and of human size. The temple is facing 

I. Nellore District Manual (1873), PP. 739-40. 

east and is situated in a spacious compound of about 
two acres. Along the compound wall kitchen, Dhwa· 
jarohana mantapam, Vahanasala, Dakshinadwaram, 
Ammavari kalyanamantapam, Lakshmi Narasimhaswa. 
my Dhruvaberam with Ammavaru on the thigh in a 
mantapam, Varadarajaswamy with Sridevi and Bhu
devi in another, the small. shrine of Andalamma in the 
back left corner and the spacious kalyanamantapam to 
accommodate a few thousands during the Kalyanothsa
vam are constructed. Outside the temple compound 
and facing west and Lord Kodandaramaswamy, stands 
the idol of Lord Hanuman housed in a small temple. 
The tower over the main entrance is 80 feet high with 
nine copper kalasams at the top. Adjoining the left 
corner of the temple, in front, there is a garden of the 
temple in which there is a dhwajasthambham on a small 
square pial. It is on this pial that the ceremony of 
ankurarpanam- inaugurating the kalyanothsavam is 
conducted, using the earth for the purpose taking it 
after worshipping the customary spot from which it is 
annually taken. To the right side of the temple, there 
is a big mantapam on the bank of a stone rivetted 
koneru, which is about 2 acres in area. After comple
ting the processions and before entering the temple, 
the Lord takes rest here and has His bhogams in this 
mantapam. Inside the compound, there are two dhwajas
thambhams- one before the main temple and the other 
before the small temple of Lord Narasimhaswamy. The 
temples of Siva, Anjaneya, Bhavanarishi, Mahalaksh
mamma, Rama mandiram and a few mosques are the 
other places of worship in the village. 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy Brahmofhsavam is cele
brated for eleven days from Chaitra Suddha Navam; to 
Bahula Chaviti (April-May). The function is inaugu
rated on the first day with ankurarpana and the Lord 
coming out for darbar. Dwajarohanam (flag hoisting), 
seshavahana 1I1hsavam (procession on serpent) and na
vakalasa aradhana (worship of the nine kalasams) are 
the functions on the second day. From the third to 
sixlh the functions are special pujas and offerings with 
procession on Suryaprabha, Vali, Hanuman and Garu
da respectively. The marriage ceremony ison the seventh 
day with procession en elephant during the night. The 
car festival, theppothsavam and ponnamanu uthsavam 
in the night are the functions on the eighth day. A la
kaladopu is on the ninth, theerthavari, dhwajavaroha
nam and purnahuti are the functions of the tenth day. 
It concludes with ekanthaseva on the last day. The 
dhyanam adopted for the worship of Sri Kodanda 
Ramaswamy is as follows: 
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"oil )?i'if 0 §" j il 0 lC" d5;) oiloJ-. lb d5;) I\)f:?<l' ~ j 

Mangalam Kosalendraya Mahaneeya gunatmane 
iS~;;S .J a~e-d5;) ~~~~0$]0d5;) oiloi,OCS, 

Cbakravarthi Thanujaya Sarva Bhoumaya mangalam 
"£,t:) "£'C"oa ~C"S d$) ~q$) 'Z'gOS:lo oilJo ~ 0& 

Veda Vedantha Vedyaya megha Syamala murthaye 
~;,~:> ~oJ-.~~oJ-.d5;) ~£ag ~'S"d5;) oilol~i~ 

Pumsam mohana rupaya punya sJokaya mangalam 
:>'Z':;~~oaC5oi"i'd5;) ~4)~ (\)X~051l 

Viswamithrantharangaya Midhiia nagareepathe 
e"l\"gN'O 05aoJ-.'S"® at);:)g ~~d5;) ;i>oi;'OC~ 

Bhagyanam paripakaya bhavyarupaya mangaiam 
~ae)at).::o"Sl tSaao l~a~4l;:j.JoJ-.~"ja~ 

Pithrubhakthaya sathatham Bhrathrubhissahassilha)a 
~oaa-&lo ef'S"d5;) O";i)at)lC"d5;) oil )i~OC:~ 

Nandithakhila lokaya Ramabhadraya mangalam 
as!., ~it)OJ"~d5;) tll?~t> :l;J4a~ 

Thyaktha sakethavasaya Chitrakuta viharine 
~OJ"sd5;) ;;,~:, ~~N'o 8erC"0"d5;) oil:>Xg,S, 

Sevyaya Sarva yaminam Dheerodaraya mangaJam 
~~l'%~ W e-CS'S"g ~~ 1!J'f:?~ O"a~ 

Soumithrina cha Janakya chapa banasidharine 
;;50 '"£>o:l"~ d5;);:5C" at) _:::s ~.I)~ 'j 0S:l0S:l oilo?;"gS, 

Samsevyaya sada bhakthya Swamine mama mangalam 
t:)otS'S"~ £ag c;;.""d5;) Iiloe.a-oilb I( l6"£' 

Dandakaranya rupaya khandithamara Sathrave 
Xe)~O"e-d5;) (5'S"gd5;) ~ ~ t:)~;;x, O'iloX\,,~ 

..... - ..... 

SECTION XIII 

Grudhrarajaya Bhakthyaya Mukthi dayasthu mangalam 

This is a hundred ann fifty year old festival confined 
to this and the neighbouring villages within a radius 
of ten miles. Ever since the idol was established in 
I ns by Dodla Ramireddy with the surplus profit he 
could get as an izaradar of the area from the East India 
Company, the members of the family are the patrons of 
the temple which is efficiently manllged. The descen
dants of this family including those on the women's side 
form a Trust Committee for the management of the tem
pIe headed by the senior most member. Sri Dodla Mu
ddukrishna Reddy, B. Sc., (Dublin), M. Sc., (Cornell), 
who is over 80 years is the present Managing Trustee. 
The temple has been admitted to be a private one. Be
fore the abolition of the Zamindaris the temple claimed 
400 acres of wet land valued at 20 lakhs of rupees, the 
entire property being the gift of the Dodia family. To 
give a brief idea of the income of the temple in the past 
and at present, for the Shrotrium village of Chennur 
which was yielding an annual income of rupees twenty 
five thousands, a tasdik allowance of Rs. 4.781 is paid 
by the Government at present. For Kodandaram~lpu. 
ram, Rs. 34 is paid whereas the net income W;lS Rs. 150. 
There are several such cases fond the trustees could 
show that the sum of the plots of land left for the tem
ple are factors of liability than income. Still the temple 
and the daily and periodical rituals are m ... intained regu
larly according to shastras and on a very decent scale, 
spending over Rs. 25,000 annually. About 10,000 Hindus 
from villages within a radius of ten miles congregate. 
The pujaris are Brahmins appointed by the trustees. 
Prasadam is distributed to all, thrie e a day. Five and one 
fourth seers of rice is cooked for dadhyojallam in the 
morning, thirty seers for midday offering and distribu
tion as pure cooked rice and, five and one fourth seers 
of rice for pulihora. 

~t:)6o 'i1l:l5 06 ;;5ooilJo~4)~!l.~ _. 
Sadaram Sabaree daththa phalamoolabhilashine 
~e:l!l5S 05a~g-d5;) ;:soT:, la'::d5;) G5Jo/;"lfS, 

Soulabhya paripurnaya Sathvodrikthaya mangalam 
;To ~0'iliS'.J O'il '£> a-d5;) oJ-.6'Z' lliO:- C"~ j ., 

Hanumathsamavethaya Hareesa bheeshta dayine 
OJ"D l050ilC N'~"'-> ;));J4~0"d5;) ;))ollrSl _. 

Vali pramadha nayasthu mahadheeraya mangalam 
~~1 ~~~0"d5;) '"£>~od~t) ~oC"£' 

M 

Sreemathe Raghuveeraya Sethullanghitha sindhave 
!S60"~jO"B'd5;) Cl E3eO"d5;) ;)) )/;"IfS, 

Jitharakshasarajaya ranadheeraya mangalam 
~~($S (\)/;"50 50J"gG5J(l!l.':;d5;) ~iS'~ 

Aasadya nagareem divyamabhishikthaya Seethaya 
iSiS'O"~;:S O"rdi> ClE38c-di> OS:loli'rs, 

Jitharakshasa rajaya ranadheeraya mangalam 
~oli'\" 'Z';;'~ OS! beC"~Clg ~~/;"~ 

Mangala Sasana parairmadacharya purogamaih 
NO :,I'.:l ~o :,~O ~~ ..,aL \a-~;;x, ~ol~lf::il ._ ._ __ 0 U-V .... 

A few shops all round the temple and a long the 
approach road of the temple sell beside~ fruits, flowers, 
cocoanuts, etc., required for the offering, eatables, 
utensils, lanterns, pictures and photos, readymade clo
thes and toys of various kinds. 

Besides this annual important festival. the follow
ing programme is followed daily and periodically in the 
temple regularly under strict supervision. 

Sarvaischa purvairacharyaihi Sathkruthayasthu mangalam." 

Daily rituals: The day at the temple commences 
with mathrudanam followed by tiruvGl1janam (bath) • 
homam and * baliharanam. Afterwards worship and 

• Bali~a~anam is scattering ~f cooked ric: all r~und, the temple which is a religious offering to the Ashta Djkpalakas or the 
presldmg powers and sentl~al~ of the elg?t dIrectIOns. It is after this offering that the offering to the Lotd inside the tem
ple takes place. Just ~s thIS IS a, protective function to the temple, baliharanam all round the village beyond the boundary 
marked by stones fixed 10 earth, IS offered for the protection of the village during Brahmothsavam every year. 
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offering of dadhyojanam follow. During the afternoon 
worship, 30 seers of cooked rice is offered to the Lord 
and then distributed among the assembled people in 
small quantities and the residue is shared by the temple 
servants in proportion to their services and their number. 
The night offering consists of pulihora and sundal. 
Pongali takes the place of pulihora during the Brahmo· 
thsavam and dosai on Ekadasi. The day's function 
closes with the offering of milk and sugar. Aklzallda
deeparadhana (continuous lamp) is maintained at the 
temples of the Lord, Lakshmidevi, Narasimhaswamy, 
Garuda and Hanuman. 

Weekly functions: Every Friday, LakshmiAmma
varu is bathed with oil. Special offerings are made and 
she is taken round the main temple in procession in a 
palanquin. 

Fortnightly functions: On every Ekadasi tiruvan
janam and procession within the compound for Laksh
mi Narasimh:lswamy are observed. 

Monthly functions: On every Amavasya tiruvanja
nam thalihe and procession in the evening are the fun
ctions for Lord Krishna. 

Annualfunctions: During Chaitram (March-April). 
Telugu New year's day (Ugadi) and Sri Rama Navami 
are observed in the temple with special pujas, offerings 
and processions. The Sathumuru of Mudyavarulu is 
celebrated for 10 days during Arudra Nakshathram in 
this month with special worship and offerings to Rama
nuja culminating with the procession of the Bhashikara 
and the Lord in the village. During Vaisakham (April
May), Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Jayanthi is celebra
ted for 14 days from Suddha Padyami. The birth day 
celebration of Nammalvar is for ten days commencing 
from Visakha Nakshatram in this month. Karkataka 
Dakshinayana Sankramanam and the birthday celebra
tion of Chutkuduth Nachiyar for ten days fall during 
Ashadham (June-July) and Krishnashtami during Srava
nam, (July-August) and they are celebrated in the tem
ple; the birthday celebration of Vedantha Desikar being 
in Sravana nakshatram of Bhadrapadam (August-Sep
tember). During Asl'iyujam, Dasara is observed for ten 
days with Sri Suktaparayanam, Sahasranamaparaya
nam daily naivedyam to Mulavarulu it. Lakshmi temple, 
daily processions wiihin the compound culminating in 
samipuja, paruveta and gramothsavam (procession in 
the village). During this occasion, the procession idol 
of Ammavaru is brought and kept in the main temple. 
The birthday celebration of Manavala Mahamuni is 
during Mula Nakshatram in this month. The birthday 
celebration of Tirumangayalvar is during Krithika 

nakshatram of Karthikam (October-November) with the 
usual functions and processions. The thirty days period 
of Dhanurmasam from Dhanussankramanam to Maka
rasankramanam during December-January is a busy 
period with special pujas, special offerings on Dwadasa
radhana with a sweet and majjigapulusu, etc.; with 
neerathothsavam (the floating procession) to Sri Andal
ammavaru and the kalyanothsavam of Andalammavaru 
and Varadarajaswamy. The kalyanothsavam concludes 
with malemarpu (exchange of garlands) between the 
Lord and Ammavaru. Makara Sankramanam in Push
yam (December-January), Ratha Sapthami in Magham 
(January-February) andpallakiseva in the village to the 
Lord and Ammavaru during Uththara nakshatram in 
Phalgunam (February-March) are the other annual 
celebrations. These celebrations are being conducted 
on a more than routine scale by the patrons of the tem
ple in full faith that the prosperity of the families is due 
to the grace of the Lord. The descendants of the family 
are flourishing not only in this country - Sri Bez:lwada 
Gopala Reddy is one of them - but also throughout 
the world; several of them having settled down tem
porarilyengaging themselves in countries abroad. 

Source: 1. Sri Shaik Khader Hussain, Clerk, Bue-
hireddipalem 

2. Sri P. Venkatasubbaiah, Teacher, Spe
cial Board Elementary School, Buchired
dipalem 

19. Gandavaram - Situated at a distance of one 
mile from Madras - Calcutta Trunk Road, 2 miles 
from Kodavalur Railway Station on the Southern Rail
way line. 6 miles from Kovur and 10 miles from Nel
lore. 

This village was constructed by a Chola King Gan
daka Maharaja and so the present name came into 
vogue. Another version is that during Muslim rule, a 
horse on which the Sultan was riding entered a marsh 
and was unable to come out. The villagers helped it 
to come out and the Sultan called this place Gandava
ram as he was saved from agandam (fatal d1nger). 

The total population of the village is 4,668 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Kummari, Chakali, Kapu, 
Mangali, Balija, etc.; Madiga, Mala, Scheduled Cas
tes (570) ; Scheduled Tribes (487) ; Muslims and Chris
tians. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture. agricultural labour and other tradir 
tion~l occupations. 

Lord Udayakaleswara temple with corridor, galigo
puram and crypt with His idol in the form of Lingam 
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is a splendid one. As the the first rays of the sun fall 
on the deity it is called so. There is a koneru in the tem
ple and also a stone inscription. Galigopuram, corridor 
and the temple walls are rich with sculptural beauty and 
artistic grandeur. There are several Saivite images and 
a garden. ~i1ver Nandi worth about Rs. 12,000 is there. 
Within the corridor, there are shrines of Vinayaka and 
Chandeeswari, the consort of Lord Eswara, and a Nava
graha (nine planets) Mantapam. 

Venugopalaswamy temple surrounded by Anjaneya 
temple, Nrisimha temple and Lakshmidevi temple were 
constructed by the Cholas. Sri Rama Mandiram, Gan
ga temple near Udayakaleswara temple, Krishna Man
diram inaugurated by late Mahatma Gandhi, a Peerla 
Chavidi and a mosque are the other places of worship. 

Sri Udayakaleswaraswamy Tirunala is celebrated 
for 9 days from Magha Bahula Navami (January-Fe
bruary) to Phalguna Suddha Vidiya(February-March), 
preparations being made one month in advance. A car 
is prepared glamorously for the occasion. Nandiseva 
or Nandivahanam is an important function. Devotees 
fulfil their vows to His consort Chandeeswari or Par
vatl. Nitya deeparadhana is observed and naivedyam is 
offered with music twice a day. Fast and jagaram are 
observed. Cocoanuts, fruits, incense and thambulam 
(betel nuts and leaves) are offered. This festival is of 
ancient origin and is confined to this and nearby villa
ges. The Endowment Board and the trustees patronize 
the festival. There is an inam land of 300 acres jointly 
to this temple and Venugopalaswamy temple from 
which approximately Rs. 40,000 income comes. Ap
proximately an amount of Rs. 7,000 is spent for the 
occasion. About 5 to 6 tbousand Hindus from this 
and from other villages within a radius of 15 miles con
gregate here. A Saivite Brahmin of Bharadwaja gotram 
is the pujari with hereditary rights and as remunera
tion towards his services, he gets a share in the crop. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is held near the temple in this connection in 
a plot belonging to the Panchayat Board for 5 days. 
About 5 to 6 thousand people congregate. Shop kee
pers come from various parts of the district. Eatables, 
utensils, lanterns, pictures and photos, clothes, agricul
tural implements, earthenware and toys are sold. Na
daswara concerts by renowned musicians from Tamil
nad, merry-go-rounds, Harikathas, Bhajans 'and the 
famous Kuchipudinatyams are the items of entertain
ment. There is a choultry. The Vaisyas are given a 
free feeding. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Brahmothsavam is cele
brated for 6 days from Chaitra Suddha Dwadasi to 

Bahula Vidiya (March-April). Co(oam~ts, in(ense and 
fruits are offered. Twice a day Deeparadhana is per
formed and naivedyam is offered with music. This is 
of ancient origin and of local significance. Tbe Endow. 
ment Board and the trustees patronize the festival. 
There is an inam land of 300 acres jointly for this tem
ple and Udayakaleswara temple. Local Hindus congre
gate. Pujari gets a sh~lfe in the crop of the inam land. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Bhajans and pujas take place for 10 days in Rama 
mandiram from Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Dasami 
(March-April) and for 7 days in Krishna mandiram 
from Sravana Bahula Sapthami to Bahula Triodasi 
(July-August). On all other Hindu festival days, puja is 
performed in all temples. 

During Sivaratri on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi 
(January-February) Ganga Pette Uthsavam takes place 
for one day. 

PeyyaJapaJem, hamlet of Gandavaram is situated 
at a distance of Ii miles from Nellore-Bombay Grand 
Trunk Road, 3 miles from Thalamanchi Railway Sta
tion, 7i miles from K.ovur and 20 miles from Kavali. 
Peyyala Venkayya of Golla community is the first set
tler of this village. Hence the presen t name came into use. 

The village deity Mathamma temple with her im
age in female form is the place of worship. 

Mathamma Jatara is celebrated for three days from 
Vaisakha Suddha Dasami (April-May). First day, the 
deity is taken in procession to an ant-hill and the soil is 
brought from there. It is known as puttabangaram (putta 
-ant-hill; bangaram-gold or the soil). On the second 
day. ponga/i is offered and on the third day mailudupu 
(cleansing the deity) takes place. For the past 20 years 
this festival is being celebrated and is confined to this 
village only. The Vaisyas in Madras patronize the fes
tival. Local pe-ople of all communities congregate. 
Pujari is a Vaisya. 

Source: 1. Sri Ch. Devadanam, Teacher, Peyyala
palem 

2. Sri Shaik BadeSahib, Zilla Parishad Ele
mentary School, Gandavaram 

3. Sri G. Narayanaiah. Headmaster, B. P. 
Elementary School, Gandavaram 

4. Sri K. Janakirama Raju, Teacher, Ganda
varam 

5. Sri P. Radhakrishnaiah, Teacher, Board 
Elementary School, Gandavaram 
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20. Kodavalur - A Railway Station situated at a 
distance of 4 miles from Kovur and 7 miles from Nel
lore. 

The total population of the village is 2,670 and it 
is made up of the fol1owing communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Jangam, Vaisya, Pantakapu, Muthra
cha, Besta, Viswabrahmin, Kummara, Settibalija, Ya
dava, Mangali, etc.; Madiga, Mala, etc., Scheduled 
Castes (447); Yanadi Scheduled Tribe (340); Muslims 
and Christians. The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Sri Nageswaraswamy temple with His 5 feet high 
stone image in human form along with His consort 
Ammavaru in human form, Sridharaswamy temple 
with His 5 feet high stone image in human form along 
with His consort's image in feminine form, Vi nay aka 
temple with His stone image in human form, the villa
ge deity Aretamma temple with Her wooden image in 
human form and two plots in the names of Pothuraju 
and Poleramma are the places of worship in the vill
age. 

During all common Hindu festivals like Ugadi on 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April), Vaikunta 
Ekadasi in Pushyam (December-January), Vijaya Dasa
mi in Asviyujam (September-October) and Mahasiva
ratri in Magham (January-February), Sridharaswamy 
and Nageswaraswamy are worshipped. Hindus take 
bath, go on fast and observe jagaram on all these festival 
days. Cocoanuts, incense and camphor are offered. 
This is of ancient origin but of local significance. Sin
ce 20 years, Brahmothsavams are not celebrated. All 
Hindu communities patronize the festival. Only Hindus 
congregate there. In Sridhara temple pujari is a Vai
ghanasa Brahmin of Bharadwaja got ram. In Nages
wara temple pujari is a Vaideeki Brahmin of Kasyapa 
gotram with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. 

Gramadevatala Uthsavam (Aretamma, Poleramma 
and Pothuraju) is celebrated, when epidemics like cho
lera and cattle diseases prevail in the village. The day 
is fixed according to the convenience of the villagers. 
Puja is performed; vadapappu (soaked greengram dal) 
and panakam are offered. This is of ancient origin and 
of local significance. Hindus patronize the festival. 
Only local Hindus congregate. The pujari is a Kum
mari. Reddis are the trustees. 

Source: Sri G. Anjaneyulu, Temple Executive Officer, 
Kodavalur 

21. North Rajupalem - Situated at a distance of 
3 miles from Kovur and 7 miles from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 2,683 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin. Vaisya, Panta Reddi, Vadde, etc.; Madiga, 
Mala Scheduled Castes (310); Yanadi Scheduled Tribe 
(208); Muslims and Christians. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Lakshmi Prasanna Venkateswaraswamy temple 
with His 4_ fcet high stone image in human form, Ma
halakshmamma temple and Rama Mandiramare the 
places of worship in this village. 

Lakshmi Prasanna Venkateswaraswamy Brahmo
thsavam is celebrated for 7 days from Vaisakha Suddha 
Dwada.}i to Bahula Tadiya (April-May). Cocoanuts, 
incense and camphor are offered. On the Brahmoth
savam day Vedas are recited by four Brahmins to whom 
there is free feeding. Naivedyam is offered daily and 
deeparadhana is performed. For the past 50 years, this 
festival is celebrated but is confined to this village. 
Panta Reddis patronize the festival. Local Hindus con
gregate. Pujari is a Vaighanasa Brahmin of Bharadwaja 
gotram with hereditar~ rights. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. 

In Rama Mandiram, Sri Rama Navami is celebra
ted for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami to Trio
dasi (March-April). For the past 50 years this is cele
brated and is confined to the local Hindus only. 

Source: Sri G. Anjaneyulu, Endowments Executive 
Officer, Kodavalur 

22. Nagamambapuram - Situated at a distance of 
one furlong to the south ofKodavalur-Buchireddipalem 
road. 2 miles to the east of Buchireddipalem and 7 mi
les from Kodavalur Railway Station. It is said that 
once Golkonda Nawab visited this place and Nagama
mba of this place received him with respect. The Na
wab presented this village to her and so the present 
name came into use. 

The temples of Chennakeswara and Ammani with 
Her image in the form of Kalika are the places of 
worship. 

During Kanumu (following day of Sankranti fes
tival) j. e., on 15th January, Chennakeswaraswamy fe
stival is celebrated for one day by the Harijans. Che-
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nnakeswaraswamy temple is duly decorated and uth
savam is celebrated. On Chaitra Suddha Navami (Mar
ch-April) a procession is held. This is of ancient origin 
and is confined mainly to local Harijans. Harijans 
patronize the festival. Local Hindus congregate there. 

Ammani Uthsavams are celebrated for 5 days from 
Asviyuja Suddha Shashti to Dasami (September-Octo
ber). This festival is of ancient origin and of local sig-' 
nificance. Local Hindus patronize the festival. Hindus 
except Harijans (Malas and Madigas) congregate. 
Yadavas are the pujaris. 

Once in 7 or 8 years, Poleramma Jatara is celebra
ted according to the convenience of the villagers. Two 
ropes are tied to a he-goat and Yadavas and Harijans 
taking each rope pull it with force. Thus the he-goat 
is put to death or sacrificed. This is of ancient origin 
and of local significance. Yadavas patronize the festival 
and local Hindus congregate. 

Source: Sri G. Sundaram, Headmaster, Nagamamba
puram 

23. Rebala - Situated at a distance of 10 miles 
from Nellore and 12 miles from Kovur. 

The total population of the village is 3,512 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Vaisya, Pantakapu, Balija, Yadava, etc.; 
Adi Andhra, Arundhatiya, Chalavadi, Madiga, Mala 
Scheduled Castes with 815 persons; and Yanadi and 
Yerukula Scheduled Tribes with 311 persons; Muslims 
and Christians· The chief means of livelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Temples of Sri Rama, Puttalamma, Ankamma and 
Chennakesavaswamy with the images in human form 
are the places of worship. 

Puttalamma festival is celebrated for one day in 
Pushyam (December-January). Cocoanuts, clothes and 
camphor are offered. This festival is of ancient origin 
and of local significance. Muthrachas patronize the 
festival. Only local Hindus congregate. A Muthracha 
is the pujori. Prosodam is distributed to all. 

Once in three years Ankamma festival is celebrated 
for 5 days during the d~rk fortnight of Vaisakham (Ap
ril-May). Corbans, cocoanuts, clothes and camphor 
are offered. This is of ancient origin and of local signi
ficance. Adi Andhras patronize the festival. Only 

local Hindus congregate. Adi Andhras of Suryavainsa 
gotram are the pujaris. Prasadam is distributed to aH. 

Source: 1. Srj K. V. Seshaiah, B. A., L. T .. Teacher, 
Zilla Parishad Higher Secondary School, 
Buchireddipalem 

2. Srj Y. Venkataiah, Zilla ParishadElemen
tary School, Rebala 

3. Sri M. V. Subba Rao, Zilla Parishad Ele
mentary School, Rebala 

4. Sri K. Butchaiah, Headmaster, Zilla Pari· 
shad Elementary School, Rebala 

24. Jonnavada - Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Kovur. To reach this village one should get down 
at the 5-4/8th milesto~e of Nellore-Mulumudi road 
and cross the river Penna. The village is said to have 
got its name from the Janam (sacrifice) performed by 
Kasyapa Prajapati. 

The total population of the village is 864 and It IS 

made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kala vantulu, Balija, etc.; Ma
diga, Mala Scheduled Castes (70); S2heduled Tribes (60); 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, etc. 

Mallikarjuna Kamakshidevi temple with the im· 
ages of Lord Mallikarjuna in the form of Lingom and 
His consort Kamakshidevi in the form of Amba and 
Lord Varadarajaswamy temple are the places of wor
ship. 

Sri Mallikarjunaswamy Kamakshidevi Brahmoth
savam is celebrated for 10 days from Vaisakha Bahula 
Shashti to Amavasya (Aprli-May). Nandiseva (proces
sion on Nandi vahanam), rathothsavam (car festival) and 
thalambralu (marriage ceremony) are the important 
fUnctions which attract vast number of pilgrims. At dawn 
and dusk Mahanyasa Purvaka Rudrabhishekam is per
formed. The issueless, devil possessed and the sick 
observe fast, bathe in the river and perform pranGcha
ram (prostrate) during Brahmothsavam and Saranna
varathrothsavam in Asviyujam (September-October) till 
the deity grants His dorsan in their dream. Some 
devotees observe pradakshinam (go round the temple) 
for a period of manda/am (40 days) or half a manda/am 
(20 days) or for several months. Devotees fulfil their 
vows. Sarees, blouses, money and ornamen ts are offe
red. This is of ancient origin and extends to the entirt: 
district and the neighbouring districts as well and to the 
Madras State even. Trustees appointed by the Endow
ments Board patronize the festival and organise it. 



.. ~ 

Plate VIII: Procession images of Mallikarjunaswamy and Kamakshidevi, lonnavada. 
-Courtesy.. Commissioner, Hindu Religious & Charitable Endowments (Administration) Department, Hyderabad. 
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Devotees of all castes from various districts of this State 
and from Madras State congregate there. Velanati 
Brahmins are the pujaris. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is held in this connection. Household re
quirements, eatables, toys, fans, baskets, readymade 
clothes, millmade cloth and agricultural implements, 
etc., are sold. Harikathas, Bharatanatyams in the De
vasthanam, merry-go-rounds and motor feats are the ite
ms of entertainment. There are choultries and pandals 
a:'e also erected for the occasion. There is free feeding 
on a large scale. 

Sri Varadarajaswamy Brahmothsavam takes place 
for 5 d:tys from Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima 
(March-April). This is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. The vitIagers patronize the festival and 
local communities congregate. 

Source: Sri Yanamanda Sanjeevaiah, Advocate, Jon
navada 

25. Patot - Situated at a distance of 3 miles from 
Padugupadu Railway Station, about a mile and a half 
north of N eHore-Bombay road and 4 miles from Kovur. 
It has good communication facilities. 

A few centuries ago Yadavas flourished here with 
dairy farms. So the name Palatur (village of milk) 
came into use. But in course of time the cattle wealth 
of the Yadavas gone down removing the letter 'la' from 
Palatur. The present name Patur also signifies the 
abundant patimatti lands of the area. History says that 
the famous poet, Tikkana Somayajulu, the author of 
Mahabharata in Telugu verse lived for some time in this 
village. The wooden cover of the ghantam with which 
the poet was writing is still preserved in the temple and 
worshipped. The descendants of Tikkana are still there 
in this village. 

The total population of the village is 3,007 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Devanga; Vaisya, Yadava, Janga
rna, Chakali, Kapu, BaJija etc.; Madiga, Mala, Dom
mara, Scheduled Castes with 483 persons; Yanadi, and 
Yerukula S~heduled Tribes with 449 persons; Muslims 
and Christians. Like Buchireddipalem and Yellaya~ 
palem this village was once an important centre for the 
manufacture of handloom cloth of superior variety. The 
Kaligiri Reservoir provides irrigation facilities through 
a channel. Paddy is the chief food crop raised. There 
are many vegetable gardens in this village in which 
brinjals. sweet potatoes and chillies are grown extensi-

vely and exported to the Nellore market. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour, manufacture of handloom cloth and 
other traditional occupations. 

Komaleswaraswamy temple with His one foot high 
stone idol in the form of Lingam and with thethreefeet 
high black stone image of His consort in' human form, 
Vighneswara temple, Veerabhadhra temple, Siddhes
wara temple with the cap of ghantam (metal pen used 
by ancient poet Tikkana to write on palmyrah leaves), 
Mahalakshmamma temple and the village deity Yama
lamma temple with Her 3 feet high stone image in hu" 
man form are the places of worship. 

Sri Komaleswaraswamy Uthsavam is celebrated 
for 2 days on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi and Amavasya 
(January-February). The deity is taken in procession on 
nandivahanam with music. In the night. bhaJans take 
place. Naivedyam is offered daily and deeparadhana is 
performed. Fast and jagaram are observed. Devotees 
fulfil their vows. Cocoanuts and fruits are offered. 
This festival was celebrated for a week in the past. 
Now-a-days it is being celebrated for 2 days. This is 
of ancient origin and of local significance. The Endow
ment Board patronizes the festival. Local people con
gregate. Pujari is a Brahmin. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. 

The village deity Yamalamma Jatara is celebrated 
according to the convenience of the villagers. Cocoa
nuts and many varieties of preparations like pancha bha
kshyams (sweet cake), i. e., bhakshyam. bhojyam (eata
bles), lehyam (sweet paste), choshyam and paneeyam 
(liquid food) are offered. Chalipindi (a preparation of 
rice flour mixed with jaggery or sugar) and panakam 
(jaggery syrup) are offered by all. This is of ancient 
origin and of local significance. The villagers patronize 
the festiva1. Local people of all communities congregate 
there. Byneedi of Skhandhagotram is the pujari. 

Source: 1. Sr i J. Venkataiah, Teacher, Zilla Pari
shad Elementary School, Patur 

2. Sri G. S. Sundaram, Headmaster, Zilla 
Parishad Elementary School, Patur 

3. Sri V. Seshaiah, Assistant, Social Wel
fare School, Damaramadugu 

26. Kovur - It is the headquarters town of the 
taluk of the same name and is situated at a distance of 
one furlong from Padugupadu Railway Station,2! miles 
to the north of Pennar river,3 miles from Nellore, 
14 miles from the Bay of Bengal, 3S miles from Kavali 
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and 113 miles from Madras on Madras-Delhi railway 
line. The Madras-Culcutta Grand Trunk Road pas
ses through this town. Kothur is its hamlet. 

It is said that in the ancient times Koya, a hill 
tribe lived in this town. Hence the name Koyuru came 
into vogue (Koya Vooru- village of Koyas) which in 
course of time acquired the present name. 

The total population of the town is 14,580 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju), Reddi, Yadava. 
Bondili, Boya, Muthracha, Viswabrahmin, Chakaii, 
Mangali, Vadde, Devanga, Balija, Kammari. Kummad, 
Golla, Pallekapu, etc.; Dommara, Madiga, Mala 
Scheduled Castes with 1,376 persons; Yanadi, Yerukula 
Scheduled Tribes with 3,179 persons; Muslims and 
Christians. A Sub-Registrar's Office, a Police Station, 
a Government Hospital, an Ayurvedic Dispensary, a 
Veterinary Hospital and a P. W. D. Rest House are lo
cated in this town apart from the co-operati, e institutions 
like the Rural Bank, Marketing Society and Multipur
pose Societies. There is a Post Office with telegraph 
facilities. The town contains seven elementary schools, 
two higher elementary schools and one higher secondary 
school besides a Muslim Girls' School. There are also 
two reading rooms in this town-one maintained by the 
Local Library Authority and the other by the Panchayat. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour, weaving and other tradi. 
ditonaloccupations. 

Kodandaramaswamy temple with his 5 feet high 
stone image wearing a bow in His hand and with a 4 
feet high stone image of His consort, Sita and 41 feet 
high stone image of His brother Lakshmana in human 
form on either side of Rama; Lord Mallikarjuna tem
ple with His stone image in the form of a lingam, and 
with the image of His consort Bhramaramba in human 
form; Veeranjaneyaswamy temple with his image in 
standing posture; Veerabhadra temple with his image 
in standing posture with a sword in his hand; Maha
lakshmamma alias Kanyakaparameswari temple; the 
village deity Nagarapamma's temple with her image in 
human form and in standing posture with fangs and 
wearing a soolam (obelisk) in her hand; the plot where 
the Navagrahams (nine planets which are believed to 
control the course of human life) are installed; Sai 
Baba temple; Ganapathi temple; Sri Rama Mandiram, 
with the picture of Lord Rama's coronation; Kanaka 
Durga temple, Goli Subbaiah Mutt, a few mosques' 
and oliurches are the places of worship. 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy Brahmothsavam is cele
brated for 9 days from Vaisakha Suddha Dasami to 

Bahula Tadiya (April-May). The deity is taken in 
procession on sesha (serp~nt) vahanam, !imha (lion) 
vahanam, hamsa (swan) vahanam, Hanumantha (Hanu
man) vahanam, Garuda (sacred kite) vahanam, enugu 
(elephant) vahanam, gurrapu (horse) vahanam and other 
vahanams. Of all these Garuda vahanam is an impor
tant procession and attracts much attention. Prepara
tions are made 10 days in advance. Cocoanuts, fruits 
and camphor are offered. This is of ancient origin and 
of local significance. Hindus patronize the festival 
and the Executive Officer of the temple organizes it. 
Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Vaighanasa of 
Kasyapa gotram with hereditary rights. Prasadam is 
distributed to all and there is free feeding for the poor 
on certain occasions of the festival. 

Sri Rama Jayanti (birth day celebration) is also 
celebrated for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami to 
Triodasi (March-April). Nitya naivedyam and deepa
radhana are observed. For the past 19 years, this fes
tival is celebrated and is confined to this town. K apus 
patronize the festival. A Kapu is the trustee. Local 
people congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Sri Mallikarjunaswamy festival is celebrated for 10 
days from Jaishta Suddha Dasami to Bahula Chaviti 
(May-June). The deity is taken in procession on 
sesha vahanam, simha vahanam, hamsa vahanam, Ravana 
(great Rakshasl devotee of Lord Eswara) vahanam. 
nandi vahanam, enugu vahanam, gurrapu vahanam and 
other vahanams in order. Nandikesa uthsavam is an 
important ceremony and attracts much attention. Co
coanuts, prasadam and camphor are offered. This is 
of ancient origin and of local significance. Hindus 
patronize the festival and the executive officer of the 
temple organises it. Local Hindus congregate. PI/jari 
is a Velanadu Brahmin of Kasyapa gotram with here
ditary rights. Prasadam and theertham are distributed 
to all. 

Hanumajjayanti is celebrated for a day on Marga
sira Suddha Triodasi (November-December). Cocoa
nuts and plantains are offered. Aku puja (worship with 
betel leaves artistically arranged in a bamboo frame) is 
performed. A function called pulangi takes place when 
the deity is richly decorated with various flower .. top to 
toe. The temple is brightly decorated with a large number 
of lamps. The deity is taken in procession in a palan
quin and it is known as pallakiseva. For the past 40 
years, this is celebrated and is confined to this town. 
Hindus patronize the festival. Local Hindus congre
gate there. Pujar; is a Vaighanasa of Kasyapa gotram 
with hereditary rights. 
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Kanakadurgamma pujas take place for two days in 
Chaitram (March-April). For the occasion, the image 
of the deity is moulded in the form of Adi Shakthi by 
a Kummari and is installed outside the town in an open 
place. After that, a number of goats and fowls are 
sacrificed. This is of ancient origin but of local signi
ficance. Hindus patronize the festival. There are three 
pujaris and each of them gets his turn once in three years. 

Aradhana is celebrated in the name of late Goli 
Subbaiah, a great devotee, during Sivaratri on Magha 
Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February). It also takes 
place in Bhadrapadam (August-September) and in Asvi
yujam (September-October). Naivedyam is offered and 
puja is performed. For the past 50 years this is cele
brated and is confined to local people. Hindus patro
nize the festival. There is an inam of two acres of wet 
land dedicated by Kamsali Pichaiah, one of the princi
pal disciples of late Goli Subbaiah. Local people of all 
communities congregate. Pujari is a Devanga. There 
are facilities for boarding in the Mutt. 

Sri Kopandaramaswamy temple with His image 
and with the image of His consort Sita is the place of 
worship in Kothur which is included in Kovur town. 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswam)' Brahmothsavam is cele
brated for 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Navamito Trio
dasi (March-April). Nitya naivedyam is offered. 
Devotees fulfil their vows. This festival is being cele
brated for the past 19 years and is confined to this 
village. Kapus patronize the festival and Sri Buria 
Ranga Reddy is the trustee with hereditary rights. Lo
cal people congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all 
during the five days of festival. 

Source: 1. Sri V. Harischandra Reddy, Landlord, 
Kovur 

2. Sri Boddu Ananda Rar, Buddivari Veedhi, 
Kovur 

3. Sri Ravuri Raghavareddy, Executive Offi
cer. Kovur 

4. Sri Janardhanam Venkatramacharyulu, 
Ryot, Kovur 

5. Sri Bhagavathula Dasarotha Ramaiah. Pre
sident, Panchayat, Kovur 

6. Sri V. Seetapathi Rao. Teacher, Kovur 
7. Sri Kamaraju Seeta Ramaiah, Manager, 

Sri Seetarama Vidyalayam, Kovur 
8. Sri V. Raghavachari. Teacher, Sri Seefara

ma Vidyali:Jyam, Kovur 
9. Sri A. Balagopalaiah, Teacher, Sri Seeta

rama Vidyalayam, Kovur 

10. Sri Nandyala Rangaiah, Merchant, Va
ddipalem, Kovur 

11. Sri Vanam Narasimha Sarma, Telugu Pan
dU, J. B. M. Zilla Parishad High School, 
Kovur 

12. Sri L. Venkatachalam, Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad High School, Kovur 

13. Sri B. Rami Reddy, Landlord, Kovur 

27. Inamadugu - Situated at a distance of I} miles 
from Padugupadu Railway Station and 2 miles from 
Kovur. The vilJage is connected by road from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 4,495 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Reddi, Sale, etc.; Madiga, 
Mala Scheduled Castes with 960 persons; Scheduled 
Tribes with 501 persons; Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and weaving. 

Bhavanarishi temple constructed by Padmasales 
(weavers) with his image in human form and with nava" 
grahams (nine planets); Chennakesava temple; Rama 
temple constructed in memory of Maremreddy Venka
mma; and Ankamma temple are some of the places of 
worship. The other places of worship are Bhagavan 
Satyananda Maharshi Ashramam with Ramana Maha
rshi Mandiram; Tharakeswara Mandiram with the 
images of Satyanarayana, Parvati, Gowri Shankar, 
and a Sivalingam; and the Hare Rama Kshetram with 
the marble images of Sri Krishna, Rama, Lakshmana, 
Sita and Anjaneya in human form. 

Ankamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days once in 
three years in Jaishtam (May-June) according to the 
convenience of the villagers. Occasionally the deity 
possesses persons and expresses Her desire for Jatara. 
If that is not fulfilled she burns the houses of the villa
gers. Her image in human form is made of mud for the 
occasion and decorated with ornaments. Goats, rams 
and fowls are sacrificed. This festival is of ancient 
origin and of local significance. The villagers patronize 
the festival and thousands of devotees from various 
parts of the district congregate there. 

A fair is held in this connection one week prior 
to the Jatara and it continues for a week after the 
Jatara. Several thousands of males and females con
gregate. Eatables, earthenware, lanterns, utensils, ready
made clothes, books, pictures and photos, toys and 
agricultural implements are sold. Dramas and bhajans 



178 SECTION XIII 

entertain the devotees. There are two choultries where 
free feeding is arranged. 

Bhavanarishi festival takes place in Phalgunam 
(February-March). Daily puja is performed. This is 
of ancient origin and of local significance. Padmasales 
(weavers) patronize the festival. Local Hindus of all 
communities congregate there. There is free feeding to 
Malas and Madigas. 

In the Hare Rama Kshetram the Upan ishad mantra
"Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare; Hare 
Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hate" is 
chanted day and night for the welfare of the world and 
for the promotion of world peace. Sankeertana (recit
ing) of Kali mantra is done along with different musical 
instruments with arrangement of a loud speaker. Some 
people write down the mantra day and night-Sankeer
thanam 108 crore times and lekhanam (writing) 108 cr
ore times in 12 years. Occasionally Sadhus, scholars 
and philosophers come and deliver spiritual discourses 
on the Bhagavadgita and other allied subjects. During 
Mukkoti Ekadasi inMargasiram (November-December) 
Kotipatri puja (worship with one crore leaves) is per
formed and Vishnu Sahasra namams (IOOOnamesof 
Lord Vishnu) are recited. Harikathas take place. This 
Kshetram is functioning since April, 1960. The rich 
landlords of the neighbouring villages are contributing 
their mite for the purpose. Sri Ramakrishnanandaswa
my organises the functions. Local people as well as 
the neighbouring villagers congregate. Daily at least 20 
people are fed free. 

Naivedyam is offered and puja is performed -in Che· 
nnakesava temple and in Rama Mandiram daily. Du
ring Sri Rama Navami in Chaitram (March-April), 
procession is held for Lord Rama. 

Source: 1. Sri K. Sanjeevudu, Teacher, Elementary 
School, Inamadugu 

2. Sri P. Bangaraiah, Teacher, Zilla Parishad 
School,Inamadugu 

28. Leguntapadu - Situated at a distance of 3 mi
les from Padugupadu Railway Station and about 4 mi
les from Kovur. 

The total population of the village is 1,869 and it is 
multi-ethnic in composition with 418 Scheduled Castes 
people; 132 Scheduled Tribes people; Muslims and Ch
ristians. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

The ant-hill of Muniswamy isthe place of worship. 
In olden days, a rishi performed tapa (penance) near 
the ant-hill and after sometime he disappeared and in 
his place a small cobra 1 i feet in length used to appear. 

Muniswamy Tirunala is celebrated for one day in 
the summer season according to the convenience of the 
villagers. People suffering from diseases offer milk and 
fruits, and worship him. 'Naivedyam, fruits, flowers, 
milk and cocoanuts are offered with the sound of diffe
rent kinds of thappetas (country drums). Fowls are 
sacrificed. Devotees fulfil their vows and arrange non
vegetarian dinners. This is of ancient origin but oflocal 
significance. Harijans (Mal as and Madigas) patronize 
the festival. Only local Hindus congregate. 

Source: 1. Sri Ch. Zacharaiah, Teacher, Social Wel
fare School, Leguntapadu 

2. Sri M. Venkateswarlu. Teacher, Social 
Welfare School, Leguntapadu 

29. Modegunta - Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Padugupadu Railway Station as also from Kovur 
and 8 miles from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 1,262 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Panta Reddy, Sale, Mangali, 
etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes (339); Scheduled 
Tribes (57); Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

Nageswaraswamy temple with a 3 feet high stone 
Sivalingam and with a 3 feet high stone image of His 
consort Parvati in human form, Pattabhirama Mandi
ram with the panchaloha (five metal) images of Rama, 
L'1kshmana, Sita and Anjaneya, Mahalakshmamma 
temple, Pothuraju Chavika (the square plot in thetem
pIe), Chennakesavaswamy temple and Mathamma tem
ple are the places of worship. 

Nageswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
for one day on Chaifra Suddha Ekadasi (March-April), 
Cocoanuts, incense and camphor are offered. For the 
past 5 or 6 centuries this festival is being celebrated and 
is confined to this village. Panta Reddis patronize the 
festival. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Vela
l1adu Brahmin of Moudgalya gotram with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Chennakesavaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated for 
3 days from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima to Bahula Vidiya 
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(April- May) and Pattabhiramaswamy Uthsavam takes 
place for five days from Chaitra Suddha Navami to 
Triodasi (March-April). Both festivals are patronized 
by the villagers. Only local Hindus congregate. Pujaris 
in Pattabhirama temple are Mulakanadu Brahmins of 
Gouthama gotram. 

When epidemics break out chalimidi (a prepara
tion of rice flour, mixed with jaggery or sugar) and 
panakam are offered in Pothurajuchavika. Mathamma 
Uthsavam is celebrated once in a year on the New 
Year's Day. 

Source: Sri G. Anjaneyulu, Kodavalur 

30. Parlapalle - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Kodavalur Railway Station, 7 miles from Kovur 
and the Nellore-Utukur road passes through this 
village. 

The total population of the village is 2,380 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Balija, Vaisya, Kshatria (Raju),Jangam, 
Kamma, Adivelama, Panta Reddi, Chakali, Mangali, 
Goundla, Yadava, Bhatraju. Kalavantulu, etc.; Madi
ga, Mala Scheduled Castes with 490 persons; Yanadi 
Scheduled Tribe with 474 persons and Muslims. The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Kailasanadhaswamy temple with His idol in the 
form of a Lingam with the image of Kamakshidevi in 
human form and the recently installed navagrahams (ni
neplanets),Alaghunathaswamytemple with His image 
in the form of Vishnu, Chaturbhuja Lakshmi Ammavari 
temple with Her image in human form with four hands, 
Anantha Padmanabhaswamy temple. Anjaneyaswamy 
temple, Ram..! mandiram and Chennakesavaswamy tem
ple of Harijans are the places of worship. 

Kailasanadhaswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
for 6 days from Jaishta Bahula Dasami to Amavasya 
(May-June). This festival is of ancient origin. Since 
the past 12 years, the uthsavam is not being celebrated. 
Only during Sivaratri on Magha Bahula Chathurdasi 
(January-February), a procession is held and fa~t and 
jagarana are observed. This is of local significance. 
Hindus participate. A Saivite Brahmin of Kasyapa 
gotram is the pujari with hereditary rights. 

Chathurbhuja Lakshmi Ammavari festival is cele
brated for 2 days on Pushya Bahula Dwadasi and Trio-

dasi (January-February) generally on 15th and 16th 
January. During Dhanurmasam which is otherwise 
known as Margasiram (November-December) the deity 
is taken in procession on kamalam (lotus), every 'Friday. 
Devotees fulfil their vows. For the past 35 years, this 
festival is being celebrated and is confined to this vill
age. The Endowment Board patronizes the festival. 
The trustees and an Executive Officer organise it. Local 
people of all communities congregate. Pujari is a Sri 
Vaishnava Brahmin of Srivathsa gotram with hereditary 
rights. 

Devotees fulfil their vows in Anjaneyaswamy tem
ple. Cocoanuts, fruits and camphor are offered. 

Source: 1. Sri N. V. Jagannadha Charyulu, Pujari, 
. Parlapalle 

2. Sri N. Venkata Subbaiah, Teacher, Parla
palle 

31. Padmanabhasatram, hamlet of Basavayapalem
Situated at the lI8th milestone on Rajupalem-Iskapalem 
road, at a distance of Ii miles from Talamanchi Rail
way Station and about 6 miles from Kovur. 

Jaladanki Padmanabhaiah Naidu, Velama, con
structed a choultry and a koneru, planted various shady 
trees, installed an image of Anjaneya in a temple and 
appointed a Brahmin family in it to shelter the trave
llers that had to walk from place to place, as there 
were no vehicles in those good old days. So the name 
Padmanabha Satram (choultry of Padmanabha) came 
into vogue for this village. But at present the choul
try is in ruins as there is none to look after it. 

The total population of the village is 753 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Vaisya. Adivelama, Palle, Balija, etc.; Scheduled Cas
tes (107); Scheduled Tribes (86); Muslims and Christi,; 
ans. The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and retail trade. 

The temple of Anjaneyaswamy and Mahalakshma
mma Ammavaru, Saibaba Mandiram and a mosque 
are the places of worship. 

Anjaneyaswamy festival is celebrated for 10 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Dasami (March-Apr
il). Nitya deeparadhana is performed and naivedyam
is offered daily. The issueless and persons possessed by 
evil spirits performpradhakshinams (go round the tem
ple) and fulfil their vows. Cocoanuts, vadapappu (soa
ked green gram dal) and panakam (jaggery water) are 
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offered. This is of ancient origin and of local signifi
cance. The villagers patroniie: the festival. Hindus 
local and from the neighbouring villages cOl?gregate. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Mahalakshmamma Ammavari Uthsa.vam is cele
brated for 10 days from Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to 
Dasami (September - October). Puja is performed. 
Occasionally when epidemics"like cholera, cattle dise
ases and pests prevail, animals and fowls are sacrificed 
in the name of Mahalakshmamma. This is of ancient 
origin and of local significance. The villagers patronize 
the festival and all local communities fongr,egate. 

Every Thursday, bhajan and puja are performed 
in Saibaba Mandiram. 

Source: Sri P. Veeraswamy Naidu, Private Land Sur
veyor, Padmanabhasalram' 

32. Cbowkacherla - Situated at 'a distance of 31 
miles from Talamanchi Railway Station, 5 miles from 
Kodavalur, 6 miles from Alluru, ,8 miles to the west 
of the Bay of ,Bengal, ,9 miles fcom Kovur and 13 miles 
from Nellore. 

The total, popUlation of the '{iHage is 2,872 and it 
is made up of the following communities ~Caste Hindus 
-Brahmin, Kummari, Reddi, Balija, Golla, Chakali, 
etc.; Scheduled-Castes (821); Scheduled Tribes (S06); 
Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people ar~ agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple with galigopuram, alankara manta
pam (decoration hall) and ekantha, mantapam; 
Hanuman temple, Palnati Ankamma,temple, Dandu 
Maremma temple, the village deity Mahalakshmamma 
temple with her image in the form of trisulam(obelisk) 
decorated with yeera thadu,· kumkum and turmeric, 
Sri Veerabrahmam Mutt, Rama Mandiram, a Peerla 
Chavidi, a mosque, a church are the places of worship. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April). The images of Sita, Rama, La
kshmana are taken in procession on Garuda vahanam 
with music. Fast andjagaram are offered. On Mukkoti 
Ekadasi in Margasiram (November-December), sea 
bath, fast and jagaram are observed. This festival is 
of ancient origin and local significance. Hindus patro
nizeit. There is an inam land worth about Rs. 6,000 
donated by the late N'lgasuri Jagannayakulu Setty. 

Only lodd Hinduscongregate. Pulihora, fruits and chun
:dalu are distributed as prasadam to all. 

A fair is held in this connection. Eatables, uten
sils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures, photos, clothes, 
toys and agricultural implements are sold. Harikathas 
entertain the people. 

The village ~eity Mahalakshmamma festival is cele
brated for a day during Sankranti, generally on 14th 
January. On Gurrapu vahanam (horse), kalasam (metal 

" vessel with water known as theertham) is taken in pro
, cession.· .Houses are decorated with neem leaves, lime 

and red soil. Naiyedyams are offered. Aradhana is 

I, i 

performed daily. When epidemics like cholera break -
out, the other village deities such as Poleramma' are 
also worshipped. Pongali and Chaddi (stale food) are 
offered. A he-buffalo is sacrificed before the deity. 
In every Hindu house, rams or fowls are sacrificed and 
relatives are entertained at a dinner by the non-vege
taFians. ,This festival is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. The rich landlords of this village patronize 
the festival. Local Hindus and approximately 10,000 
people from the nearby "illages within a radius of 1 0 
miles congregate there. Pujari is a Brahmin. Some 
bhajan troupes from the nearby villages and merry-go
rounds entertain the devotees. 

Bhajans ta~e place in Sri Veerabrahmam Mutt 
and _they are organis~d by Sri Nayakanti Shankaraiah. 
Occasionally, Sadhus meet there to spread the thath

. vams (folk songs fore-telling the world's trend) and 
prea~hings of Sri Veerabrahmam. 

ThuRlllgunta, hamlet of Chowkacherla - Situated 
at a distance of 4i miles from Talamanchi Railway 
,Station, 6 miles from Kodavalur, 7 miles from the _Bay 
of Bengal, lO-milesfrom Kovur and 141 miles from 
Nellore. 

Umamftheswaraswamy temple with Hisstone Sjva. 
Iinsam and with the 2 feet high stone image oLAmma
varu with four hands in the form of Shakthi, Lakshmi 
Narayana temple with four hands in human form and 

_ the banyan tree in the name of Gurunathaswamy with 
the hand-drawn picture of Subrahmanyaswamy· in
stalled3 years ago are the places of worship. 

Lord Umamaheswaraswamy festival is celebrated 
for 9 days :from Chaitra Suddha Navami to Bahula 
Vidiya (March-April), In chTonological order ankur· 
arpana, dhwajarohanam, purusha mrigQmu seva (process
ion on an imaginary lion-like animal believed to be in 
Devaloka, Heaven), Ravano seva (procession on Ravana, 



, . 'KOVUR TJl.LUK 181 

His great devotee), nand; seva (procession on bull), 
rathothsavam (car festival), kalyanam (marriage'cere
mony) , paruveta and ekantha seva take place. Fast 
and jagaram are observed on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi 
(January-February) during Maha Sivaratri. At the time 
of eclipse, sea-baths are taken. For the past 30 years, 
this festival is being celebrated and is confined to this 
village. The villagers patronize the festival. Only local 
Hindus congregate. 

Lord Lakshmi Narayanaswamy festival is celebra
ted for 7 days from Phalguna Suddha Dwadasi to Ba
hula Vidiya (February-March). Ankurarpana, dW(1ja
rohanam, Hanumantha seva(procession on Hanuman), 
Garuda seva (procession on Garuda), kalyanam (mar
riage ceremony), paruveta and ekantha seva take place 
in chronological order. This festival is being celebra
ted since 30 years. It is confined to this village. The 
villagers patronize the festival. Only local Hindus con
gregate. 

Du~ing Vyasa Purnima or Vaisakha Suddha Purni
ma (April-May), Gurunuthaswamy Uthsavam takes 
place for one day. A procession is held. During Nava
ratri in Asviyujam (September-October), Laksha Thul
asi puja (worship with a lakh leaves of the sacred basil) 
is performed. Devotees believe Him as Adideva (first
Lord) who fulfils their desires. For the past 30 years 
this festival is being celebrated and is confined to this 
village only. The villagers patronize the festival. Only 
local Hindus congregate. There is free feeding. 

Source: 1. Sri Koonapareddi Venkatasubbaiah, Secre
tary, Co-operative Society, Chowkacherla 

2. Sri Vlchi Venkateswarlu, Thumugunta 

33. Vidavalur - Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from Kodavalur Railway Station, 6 miles to the west of 
the Bay of Bengal, 9 mites from Kovur, 13 miles from 
Nellore and 31 miles from Kavali. 

The total population of the village is 1,262 and it 
is made up of the foHowing communities,· Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Uppara, Rajaka, Vadde, Mu
thracha, Devanga, Padmasale, Kapu, Balija, Yadava, 
Velama, etc.; Madiga, Mala Scheduled Castes 483 per
sons; Yerukula arid Yanadi S, heduled Tribes 1,227 
persons, etc.; Dudekula Muslims and Christians. 
Paddy is the chief food crop raised by irrigation provi
ded by canals under the Kaligiri Reservoir. The Mal
devi drain flows to the south of the main village site. 
A Panchayat Office, a Branch Post Office, a Hospital, 

a Zilla Parished High School and'a Local Fund Rest 
House are t.ocated in- this viHagc~ The chief means of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural. 
labour, trade and other traditional occupations. 

c Temples of the village deity Ankamma with Her 
wooden image in the form ()f Shakthi, Mahalakshma
mma, the sister of Ankamma with her wooden image 
in the form ·of Shakthi, Pothuraju, the brother of Ank
amma, Lord Kodandarama with His. picture, Ramalin
geswaraswamy with His idol in the form of Lingam 
and with the image of His . consort Parvati in human 
form, Veerabhadra with His image in , human form, 
Poleramma Mitta, Peerla Chavidi and a church are 
the places of worship. 

The village deities or the 'Kshudra devathas are 
, worshipped because they are believed to protect the 

village f;fOm epidemics, evil spirits and promote the 
crop yield. 

According to a local legend Ayyangarappa., a Bra
hmin, had seven younger sisters, Ankamma, Mahala
kshmamma, Poleramma, Gruddi Kunkalamma, Charu 
Mudamma, Aretamma, and Gangamma, and a brother 
Pothuraju. Gruddi Kunkalamma, Charu Mudamma, 
Aretamma, Gangamma, Mahalakshmammaand Pothu
r ,ju settled themselves in Vebur, Indukurpet, Veguru, 
Gangapatnam near the Bay of Bengal, Vidavalur and 
Mudhivarthipalem, respectively. Ankamma followed 
Ayyangarappa on his way to Thummagunta which is a 
Brahmin Agraharam. But when they reached the boun
daries of Vidavalur she expressed her desire to stay 
there along with her sister Mahalakshmamma, saying 
that she was Shakthi SlVarupini (incarnation of Shakthi) 
with immense desire for bhuthaba/i (sacrifices). So 
Ayyangarappa proceeded to Thummagunta alone. Af" 
terwards Ankamma changed into a beautiful girl as she 
was Kamaroopini (had capacity to assume any form). 
A shepherd informed her presence to the village 
Munsiff at her behest. The village Munsiff Thambi 
Reddy Veera Reddy approached her and knowing 
her to be a Brahmin girl, invited her to the 
village and appointed the village purohit Nelabbotla 
Subb~,iah, a Brahmin, to look after her. One day the pu
rohit's wife decorated her with rich ornaments and dress 
and sent her to play with girls of her age. While playing 
with them suddenly she disappeared from them and the 
village Munsiff and the purohit searched for her in vain. 
That night, she appeared to Veera Reddy in his dream 
and commanded him to build a temple for her and re
vealed that she was Shakthi. Veera Reddy accordingly 
fulfilled her desire and installed her wooden image. 
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When the 7 Odiya Rajus invaded this place, she defea
ted them and put them to death by koratha or pricking 
them to death with pointed nails. Ayyangarappa de
cided to celebrate her marriage with Utukuri Kumkalay. 
ya in VidavaJur and invited all his relatives. Gangam
ma arrived from Gangapatnam with pasupu-kumkuma 
(turmeric and vermilion). Ayyangarappa brought va
rious clothes and ornaments from Thummagunta. Fon
naru budlu (a particular shaped earthen vessels used in 
marriage ceremonies in olden days) were brought by 
five Brahmins from five Kummari houses. The bride
groom arrived from Utukuru pompously with music of 
thappetas (country drums) and kommus (horns). As a 
dutiful sister, Ankamma was ready at the functio!l. But 
at the time of Mongalo Sutra Dharana (tying the holy 
marriage locket around the neck of the bride by the 
bridegroom) the bridegroom witnessed the horribleSha· 
kthi swarupam (figure of Shakthi) of Ankamma and fled 
away from the spot in utter confusion and horror. Dis· 
mayed at this, Ayyangarappa left fbr Thummagunta. 
But Ankamma accompanied by Mahalakshmamma, 
Poleramma and Gangamma went round the village in 
a procession with immense joy. The above incidents 
are revealed during Ankamma Tirunala. 

Ankamma Tirunala is celebrated for 5 days from 
A.shadha Suddha Ekadasi to Purnina (June-July). On 
the first night hiyyapukola function takes place. The 
deity is brought in procession early in the morning in a 
palanquin to the temple. The floor is decorated with 
different designs of rangavalli in different colours. A 
heap of cooked rice is offered, a big ram is sacrificed 
and image of the deity is seated in the temple. The 
second day korlu takes place in memory of the deity's 
victory over the seven Odiya Kings. In the afternoon, 
a four-wheeled cart with a basket is arranged near Pole
ramma Mitta. In the evening, Ankamma on a puliva
hanam accompanied by her sister Mahalakshmamma on 
a nakkavahanam is brought 1 here with a cart of kumkum. 
The villagers then drop neem leaves and cooked rice 
in the basket. A lizard, a pig, a goat, a fowl and a 
man are thrusted to the nails of the cart and the pro
cession reaches Ankamma temple, accompanied by 
music of thappetas and pambajollu. Now-a-days an im
age in hum.tn form with flour is prepared and thrusted 
to the nail instead of a man. In the night, procession 
is held for Ankamma. On the third day pasupupaUemulu 
(Ayyangarappa brings clothes and ornaments from 
T~ummagunta for Ankamma's marriage), Gangamma 
pette (Gangamma brings kumkum and turmeric in boxes 
from Gangapatnam) and pom:aru budlu (5 Brahmins 
bring the vessels from the Kummlris' houses) are brou
ght for Ankamma. The arrival of the brideglOom from 

Utukuru and his running away on seeing Shakrhi form 
of Ankamina are enacted. Devotees wear veerathallu 
and get possessed by the deity. Fowls and limes are 
sacrificed. On the fourth day known as pothu devo
tees observe fast and fulfil their vows. Pachchipindi (a 
mixture of soaked rice flour and jaggery) balls are 
offered to Ankamma, Mahalakshmamma, Poleram
rna and Pothuraju. Pongali is offered in the houses 
and at the temple. Carts of guggillu (cooked Bengal
gram) go round the temple and guggillu are offered to 
the deity. Kumbham (cooked rice) is offered. A ram 
and a he-goat are sacrificed to Ankamma and Mahala
kshmamma, respectively. Tormenting in various ways, a 
he-buffalo is brought to the temple in the evening in a 
procession and is sacrificed before the deity. But this sa
crifice is stopped now. On the fifth day paruveta takes pla
ce. Ankammaon pulivahanam (tiger vehicle) and Maha
lakshmamma on nakkavahanam (fox vehicle) go for hu
nting to the north of the village. There, a ram's ear is 
cut and the ram is driven to the temple from there. All 
things that are necessary for a feast to Ankamma and 
her reJativer. are arranged III tr.e temple and temple 
doors are closed for three dJ.Ys. It is believed that if 
anyone opens the doors within these three days, his 
head shatters into pieces. This festival is of ancient 
origin but confined to this village. The villagers patronize 
the festival. There is an inam land of 2acres and 40 cents. 
Local villagers of all communities congregate there. PII
jari is a Muthracha with hereditary rights. Prasadam 
is distributed among the employees of the temple. On 
the fourth day of the festival, guggfllu (cooked Bengal
gram) are distributed to all. A few shops selling eata
bles, etc., are arranged. 

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is cele. 
brated for 5 days from Phalguna Bahula Dwadasi (Fe
bruary-March) and for Sivaratri on Magha Bahula 
Chatllrdasi (January- February) procession is held. 
Fast and jagaram are observed. This is of ancient 
origin but of local significance. The Endowments 
Board patronizes the festival. Local people of all com
munities congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin. 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy festival is celebrated for. 
7 days from Chailra Suddha Dwadasi to Bahula Tadiya 
(March-April). Seshapanpu (serpent bed), Hamsaseva 
(procession on swan); Gandharvaseva (Gandharva is an 
imaginery humanlike being believed to be in Devaloka, 
Heaven), Hanumanthaseva (procession on Hanuman), 
Garudaseva (procession on Garuda), thalambralu (mar
riage), rathorhsavam (cai festival), vasanthothsavam, 
ponnamanu (procession on the tr ee .on which Lord 
Krishna placed the sarees of Gopikas) and paruveta are 
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the functions in chronological order. Cocoanuts and 
incense are offered. This is of ancient origin though 
of local significance. The Endowments Board patroni. 
zes the festival and a Brahmin is the pujari with here
ditary rights. 

Poleramma Jatara takes place for three days 
according to the convenience of the villagers. Kumbham 
(cooked rice) is offered and a he-buffalo is sacrificed 
and its blood is mixed with the cooked rice and is 
placed on the head of a person in a chela (winnow). 
He scatters it around the village, shouting 'ko bali 
ko bali'. At that time no outsider is allowed to stay 
there as it is believed that if an outsider carries away the 
bali (the smallest portion of the mixture), that village 
gets the fruits of the ceremony depriving the village 
that took trouble for its own prosperity. So the person 
carrying the bali is watched carefully and swords are 
waved over him. Once in Dameguntavari street of this 
village, the bali carrying person suddenly disappeared 
and to the amazement of the villagers, his skeleton was 
found in Mudivarthi Cheruvu (tank) after 3 days. The 
music and the shouts in Dameguntavari street are not 
audible in the neighbouring streets however loud they 
migh t be. These things are experienced even now. 
Animals and fowls are sacrificed on a large scale. De
votees fulfil their vows. This is of ancient origin but 
is confined to this village. The villagers patronize the 
festival. No outsider is allowed to participate in the 
festival. As such only local people of all Hindu com
munities congregate. Pujari is a Muthracha and prasa~ 
dam is distributed to the servants of the temple. 

Source: 1. Vidwan Sri Rami Reddy Narayana Reddy, 
Telugu Pandit, Zilla Parishad High Sc
hool, Vidavalur 

2. Sri M. Gopalakrishnaiah, Teacher, Vida
valur 

3. Sri Varada Koteswara Sarma, Vidavalur 
4. Sri Konduru Venkatramaiah, Vidavalur 

34. Annareddypalem hamlet of Mudhivarthi - Si
tuated at a distance of 5 miles from Utukuru by boat 
through Uppukalva, 6 miles from Kodavaluru Railway 
Station, 13 miles from Kovur, 14 miles from Nellore 
Railway Station and 17 miles from Kavali. As this vill
age was constructed by Anna Reddy, the village is 
named after him as Annareddypalem. 

The total population of the village is 4,471 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Goundla, Rajaka, Balija, 
etc.; Scheduled Castes (1,012); Scheduled Tribes (626); 

Muslims and Christians. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricul turallabour, and 
other traditional occupations. 

Sri Athma Ramaswamy temple with his black stone 
image, Mahalakshmamma temple and Pothuraju tem
ple are the places of worship. 

Sri Athma Ramaswamy Brahmothsavam is celebra
ted for 9 days from .Taishta Suddha Dasami to Bahula 
Tadiya (May-June). Ankurarpana, dhwajarohanam and 
seshapanplI (serpent-bed), hamsa vahanothsavam (proc
ession on swan), Hanumanthaseva (procession on Hanu .. 
man), Garudaseva (procession on Garuda), akshathar. 
pan a and gajothsavam (procession on elephant), ratho
thsavam (car festival) and ponnamanu (procession on 
the tree on which Lord Krishna placed the sarees of 
Gopikas), avarohana and gurrapuseva (procession on 
horse) and in the end ekanthaseva take place in chro
nological order. Sri Rama Navamiis also celebrated for 
a day in this temple on Chaitra Suddha Navami (Ma
rch-April). Puja is performed daily and cocoanuts 
and camphor are offered. For the past 30 years, this 
festival is being celebrated and is confined to this vill
age only. The Endowments Board patronizes the festi
val and the trustees organise it. Local people of all 
Hindu communities congregate. A Vaighanasa of Bha
radwaja got ram is the pujari with hereditary rights and 
prasadam is distributed to all. 

Source: 1. Sri Metlu Seetarama Reddy, Annareddy,; 
palem 

2. Sri R. Masthanaiah, Annareddypalem 

35. Alaganipadu - Situated at a distance of 2 
miles from the bus route, 13 miles from Kovur and 16 
miles from Nellore. 

The total population of the village is 1,971 and it is 
made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus -Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya (Raju), Pantareddy, 
Padmasale, Golla, Balija, Jangam; Madiga, Mala Sc
heduled Castes with 432 persons; and Yanadi Schedul
ed Tribe with 277 persons. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, 
weaving and other traditional occupations. 

Two temples of Sri Rama with 3 feet high pictures of 
Rama, Lakshmana, Sita, Bharata, Satrughna and Hanu .. 
man, Lord Venkateswara temple with His black stone 
image with four hands wearing sankhu (conch), chakra 
(quoit). gada (mace) and padma (lotus) in human form, 
Chennakesavaswamy temple of Harijans and Bangara
mma temple with Her wooden image inhuman form 



184 SECTION XIII 

are the places of worship. An inscription on a stone in 
Lord Venkateswara temple is in Prakrit language. An 
earthen image of Mallayyadecorated with pasupu and 
kumkum is worshipped domestically. It is interpreted 
that Mallayya is a synonymous form of MalJikarjuna
swamy of Srisailam or it may relate to an ancient 
warrior of the village or area. 

During Vaikunta Ekadasi on Pushya Sllddha Ekad
asi (December-January) Sri Venkateswarai:>wamy Brah
mothsavam is celebrated for one day. Garudaseva 
(procession on Garuda) is held. Cocoanuts are offered. 
Daily puja is performed. This is of ancient origin but 
of local significance. The villagers patronize the festi
val and the trustees organise. Local Hindus congregate. 
Pujari is a Vaighanasa Brahmin. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few shops 
selling eatables, cocoanuts, fancy goods and earthen
ware. 

Chennakesavaswamy festival is celebrated for 5 
days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi to Pllrnima 
(April-May). The deity is taken in procession on 
chiluka (parrot) I'ahanam, gurrapu (horse) vahanam, 
enugu (elephant) vahanam and Garudavahanam. COCOO:l
nuts and incence are offered. This is of ancient origin 
and is confined mostly to the local Harijans. Harijans 
patronize the festival. Local Hindus congregate. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few shops 
of eatables and household goods. The keeillgurramu 
dance party, nadaswara kacheri, dramas by Harijan 
boys, and Harikathas are the items of entertainment. 
The keelugurramu dancing party consists of three male 
dancers, two female dancers and orchestra. The two 
dancing girls and two male dancers putting on bamboo 
panes of horses while the third male putting on a pea
cock pane, dance to the rhythm of the flute and band 
music. The nadaswara kacheri (music on sannai-pipe) 
also attracts much attention of the congregation. 

During Kanuma on 15th January the village deity 
Bangaramma Uthsavam is celebrated in the night. Dr
eadful music which delights the Shakthi is played and 
cocoanuts are offered. Domestically fowls are sacrific
ed in the name of the deity. Devotees fulfil their vows. 
This is of ancient origin and of local significance. The 
villagers patronize the festival. There is manyam land. 
Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Kummari (potter) 
with hereditary rights. 

OIl Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April)Sri Rama 
Navami is celebrated for one day. Kalyanam (marri-

age) is performed. A procession is held in the night. 
Cocoanuts are offered. Daily sankeerthana and bhajana 
take place. This is of ancient origin but of local signi
ficance. Padmasales (weavers) patronize the festival. 
Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Padmasale. 

Domestically, Mallappa is worshipped according to 
the convenience of the families concerned. This aradh
ana is rather a strange one. They cook rice and chicken 
curry so as to be sufficient for four or five members 
and offer it in a big feafplate stitched for the occasion 
along with a big cigar. An earthen image is decorated 
with turmeric and vermilion. Dhupam, deepam are 
done and after that the members of the family come 
out and the doors are closed. After a while, one of 
them cries 'Marupetteda Mallayya' (Shall I serve the 
dishes for the seco nd time?) and ano ther person replies 
it. Taking the reply as that of Mall:liah, the members 
enter the house and take the meal. 

Source: Sri Palicherla Sankara Reddy, Postmaster, 
Alaganipadu 

36. Utukor - Situated at a distance of 10 miles 
from Kodavalur Railway Station by road and 15 miles 
from Kovur. This is a coastal village. This is the con
fluence of the river Pinakapani (Penna) with the sea. 

Some stone sculptures relating to Buddhism are 
there in the hamlets of this village viz., Kancharapa
lem and Pallepalem. 

The total population of the village is 5,006 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, Pantakapu, 
Pattapukapu, Pallekapu, Balija, Jangam, Muthracha, 
Goundla, Bestha; Scheduled Castes (604); Scheduled 
Tribes (670); Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

The village deity Kancharlayya temple, Chennake
savaswamy temple with His image in the form of Vish
nu, Sagareswara temple with his idol in the form of 
Lingam, Mahalakshmi temple, Rama Mandiram, Ga
nga temple and a mosque are the places of worship. 

Sagareswaraswamy Brahmothsavam is celebrated 
for 17 days from Magha Bahula Dasami (January-Febr
uary) to Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi(February-March). 
Fast and jagarana are observed during Sivaratri. Devo
tees take sea bath during eclipse and Ratha Sapthami 
and fulfil their vows. This is of ancient origin and of 
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local significance: The villagers patronize the festival 
and the trustees appointed by the Government super
vise. Only local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Brah
min and prasadam is distributed to all. 

The village deity Kancharlaiah Uthsavam is cele
brated according to the convenience of the villagers 
and all Hindu communities congregate. 

The temples of Pothuraju, Poleramma, Eswaram~ 
ma and some stones in the name of Renuka are the 
places of worship in Pallepalem, hamlet of Utukur, 
which is about 10 miles from Kodavalur Railway Sta
tion and 20 miles from Kovur by road. 

Kanakadurgamma festival is celebrated for a day 
in Kartikam (October-November) according to the 
convenience of the villagers. As there is no temple to 
the deity, an image of her is prepared with turmeric 
pastes for the occasion. Prior to the offering of kumb
ham (heap of cooked rice) to Her, animals are sacrific
ed. Devotees sacrifice goats and fowls in fulfilment of 
their vows. For the past 70 or 80 years, this festival is 
being celebrated and is confined to this village only. 
Only local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Pallekapu of 
Ravikula gotram with hereditary rights. 

Source: 1. Sri Thangella Pattabhiramayya, Utukur 
2. Sri Ponnadi Subbaiah, Pal/epa/em, ham

let of Utukur 
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CALENDAR OF FESTIVALS COMMONLY OBSERVED IN NELLORE DISTRICT 

S. No. Name of the festival 

(1) (2) 

HINOU FESTIVALS 

1 Ugadi (TeluguNewYear's Day) 
2 Sri Rama Navami 
3 Nagula Chaviti 
4 Varalakshmi Vratam 
5 Sri Krishna Jayanti 

6 Vinayaka Chaviti 
7 Mahalaya Amavasya 

8 Dasara 

9 Deepavali 

10 Dhanalakshmi Puja 

. 11 Subrahmanya Shashti 
12 Sankranti 

13 Bhishma Ekadasi 
14 Mahasivaratri 

MUSLIM FESTIVALS 

1 Ramzan (Id-ul-Fitr) 
2 Bakrid 
3 Moharram 
4 Milad-un-Nabi 
5 Peer-e-Dastagiri 
6 Shab~e-Barat or Night 

of Record 

CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS 

1 New Year's J?ay 
2 Good Friday 
3 Christmas 

Tidhi in Telugu month 

(3) 

Chaitra Suddha Padyami 
Chaitra Suddha Navami 
Kartika Suddha Chaviti 
Second Friday in Sravanam 
Sravana Bahula Ashtami and 

Navami 
Bhadrapada SuddJia Chaviti 
Bhadrapada Bahula Amavasya 

(New Moon Day) 
Asviyuja Suddha Padyami to 

Dasami 
Asviyuja Bahula Chaturdasiand 

Amavasya 
Asviyuja Bahula Amavasya 

(New Moon Day) 
Margasira Suddha Shashti 
Pushyam (Makara Sankra

manam) 
Magha Suddha Ekadasi 
Magha Bahula Chathurdasi 

Date of Muslim month (HURl) 

1st day of Shavval 
10th of Zilhaj 
10th of Moharram 
12th of Rabi-ul-Avl'al 
11th of Rabi-us-Sani 
lIth of Shaban 

Corresponding English month 

(4) 

March-April 
March-April 
October-November 
July-August 
July-August 

August-September 
August-September 

September-Octo ber 

September-October 

September-October 

November-December 
13th to 15th January 

January-February 
January-February 

1st January 
On a Friday in April 
25th December 

l'lote:-:-In addition to the above festivals,the national festivals viz., (1) Republic Day (26th January), (2) Independence Day 
(15th August) and (3) Gandhi Jayanti (2nd October) are celebrated by all in,NelIore District. 
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COMMON HINDU FESTIVALS 

1. Ugadi (Telugu New Year's Day) is celebrated 
on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March - April) by every 
Hindu Andhra, whether rich or poor. As it is the 
supposed anniversary of the creation or the first day of 
the Satya Yuga1, great sanctity is attached to this fes
tival. This is a great day of joy and happiness, concord, 
affection and good will. There is a strong belief that 
this day's happenings forebode and colour the course 
of events in the entire year ahead. People naturally 
like pleasant things to happen to them on this day, so 
that they may be happy throughout the year. Hence 
they take care to keep themselves and others in a 
happy mood on the Ugadi Day. A child's demand, 
reasonable or unreasonable, is met though grudgingly 
lest the family should be burdened with a weeping 
child throughout the year. Every effort is made to 
avoid tears and sad thoughts on this day. A sincere 
attempt is made to maintain a clean mind free from 
foul thoughts and ill-will towards others. 

The years in Telugu calendar are not mere num
bers like 1961, 1962, etc., with no significance and no 
end. They recur in a cycle of sixty years and the year's 
possibilities can be foreseen with reference to its per
formance in the past cycles. They have specific names 
indicating something pleasant (Subhakruthu) , anger 
(Krodhi), disgrace, defeat or disappointment (Para
bhava), enmity (Virodhi) and so on. Why and how 
this cycle and the names are fixed is a topic for research 
for generations. Whatever be the indication of the 
name of the new year, it must be properly invited and 
inaugurated. All that the people can do is to be happy 
and thankful to the Lord when a year like Subhakruthu 
arrives or be cautious and pray to the Lord for His 
protection when a year like Parabhava comes. 

Ugadi is also an occasion for the critical apprisal 
of the achievements during the closing year. It is an 
occasion for the issue of special volumes of the perio
dicals, special messages from religious and political 
leaders and special radio programmes. All exultation 
pervades the occasion. The advance preparations for 
this most important common festival are getting the 
houses whitewashed and providing every member of 
the family with new clothing depending upon the finan
cial means of the family. 

Ali persons get up early in the morning, clean the 
houses, decorate the floor inside the house and in front 
with rangavalli (ornamental lines, figures and designs 
drawn with chunam or rice flour), take oil bath and put 
on new clothes. As this is an occasion for putting on 
new clothing, children of the poor families are the 
happie!>t at the arrival of this festival. It needs har
dly be said that Ugadi is the festival of the villagers. 
The house-wives in the villages get up earlier than 3 0' 
clock in the morning and commence cooking sweets, 
and side dishes. Festoons (usuaJly made up of green 
mango leaves) are tied to the front door and also to the 
other doors inside. Besides bhakshyam or other sweets, 
the special preparation called Ugadi pachchadi or chedu 
or gojju is tast-ed by everyone before taking the first 
morsel of food on that day. GeneraJly it is a liquid 
preparation with new tamarind, fresh water, jaggery or 
sugar and certain condiments, the chief ingredient be
ing fresh margosa flowers. Even the poorest man does 
not fail to take in a few petals of margosa flowers with 
jaggery. The poorer classes in the villages do not bother 
themselves with the several side dishes which the more 
fortunate upper classes can afford to have. The signi
ficance of taking in margosa flowers (which are bitter) 
along ~ith jaggery (which is sweet) is apparently to 
make people realise and reconcile to the fact that life 
is a mixture of sorrows and joys. In some places this 
vepa-prasadam is served in hotels before serving the 
menu ordered. 

In towns and bigger places the day is of normal 
festivity and enjo) ment tiII the evening. But in the 
villages unceasing activity, mirth and enjoyment are 
noticed. The feast is over earlier than 10 0' cloc..k in 
the morning and men and women commence their own 
sports, games and competitions. Whereas playing 
cards, cock-fight competitions, aiming competition by 
hitting a dried cocoanut hung from the branch of a tree 
from a distance with stones are the pastimes of the men, 
the women-folk use every minute of the day for indoor 
games and leisurely gossip on their new clothing, the 
new bangles and the tiny jewels. 

Girls tie ropes to the branches of trees, prepare 
swings and enjoy swinging to competitive heights. 
Young men perform the special feat ofpu11ing up and 
down the rope ladder tied to the branches of trees, 

I Yuga is an age, especially a sul--division of the life of the Universe. The first is called the Krita Yuga (Satya Yuga) to 
which the Hindus assign 1,728,000 years. The second called Treata Yuga la~ted about 1,296,000 years. The third called 
Dwapara Yuga lasted about 864,000 years. And the last, in which we are now living is called Kali Yuga or the age of Misery. 
It is expected to last about 432,000 years. 
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while they themselves keep swinging the ladder. These 
are rural entertainments. 

Panchanga sravanam in the evening is universally 
observed by the rich and poor alike in all towns and 
villages. Hindus gather in temples in towns and at 
the rachchakatta or rachchabanda (the community plat
form) or the temple in the villages. The new panchangam 
(almanac) is worshipped and read by the village 
purohit. The general influence of the planets during 
the new year over the local Gods, men, cattle, crops, 
diseases, etc., and on particular individuals are given 
out by the purohit. The presiding deities during the 
year over wind, rain, crops, cattle health, etc., are also 
announced together with the effect and the percentages 
of yield of crops of different varieties. The functions 
in towns during the night are the processions of Gods 
and katha kalakshepams in the usual manner. But the 
enjoyment in the village is continuous and enthusiastic. 

The New Year Day has a special significance for 
the village ryot. He inaugurates the annual cultivation 
by ploughing five or nine rounds in his fields either on 
the first day or the day said to be auspicious. At times 
this is prolonged till Eruvaka Purllima i. e., Ashadha 
Suddha Purnima (June-July). The yoke and the plough 
and the bulls are worshipped after applying turmeric 
powder and kumkum and a cocoanut is broken either 
at the house or in the field. 

The Christians observe this festival though not on 
elaborate scale, but as the beginning of a New Year 
with which they are blessed by the Lord. The time 
honoured bhakshyam which their fore-fathers had on 
that day is invariably there. In fact there is a convic" 
tion gaining ground, both among the Catholics and the 
Protestants of the area that there is no need to attach 
importance to First January as New Year Day as it 
claims no religious significance. It may be observed as 
any other Indian does and all the functions of thanks
giving for the closing year and prayers for the New 
Year. etc., can as well be transferred to the Telugu 
New Year's Day by the Andhra, Karnataka and Maha
rashtra Christians, now that we are an independent 
nation with a National Calendar of our own. Many 
Hindu shops begin their official New Year on this 
auspicious day. 

2. Srirama Navami is celebrated on Chaitra Su
ddha Navami (March-April). Sri Rama, the God-king 
was born to Dasaratha, the King of Ayodhya on the 
·ninth lunar day in the bright fortnight of the month of 
Chaitram (March-April) in the Punarvasu lunar aster-

ism. This festival is the anniversary of that auspicious 
day. Rama as an ideal son, Bharatha and Lakshmana 
as ideal brothers, Sita as an ideal wife are immortalised 
in the following poem. 

Ramuvanti koduku, Bharatha Sowmithrulavanti 

~;S;o~e::o, ~~ ~ot3 r;l"~S 

thammulu, Sita vanti bharya 
;;:i0ilG) CfuolSl~ "O~ "00' oW) 

Vasudha yendunu leru leranchu 

:;:molSl dDlIi'02).)e:> ~~~e::o ~e:>~;S~e:>-a 

Mundu yugambula purushulu thalalupavalade 
aaD ~ is CSW) g-o;S ~e:>-a 

Aareethi varu nadachukona valade." 

On this day Rama, His consort Sita, His brothers 
Lakshmana, Bharatha, Sathrugna and His devoted 
Bhaktha, Anjaneya are invoked. Sita and Rama are 
worshipped according to prescribed rites. This is a 
common Hindu festival celebrated by most of the 
Hindu families. Fast during the day by several people 
and jagaram during the night by some are observed. 
In the temples of Sri Rama, Pattabhishekam (corona
tion) of Sri Rama is celebrated and His image or His 
picture is taken in procession in which all Hindus par
ticipate. It is not a sectarian festival. In the evenings 
distribution of panakam and vadapappu in temples of 
Sri Rama and in the houses is common. On the next 
day i. e., on Dasami there is annasantharpana in Sri 
Rama temples. In the houses also feasts are arranged. 
In some centres the celebrations commence on Chaitra 
Suddha Padyami and conclude with kalyanothsavam 
on Navami and on Purnima with car festival. In 
towns each locality pools the liberal subscriptions from 
the residents and spends liberally in honouring pandits, 
who give religious discourses, Haridasus and musicians, 
etc., for the marriage ceremony (Kalyanothsavam of 
Sri Rama), for distribution of panakam, vadapappu and 
other items of prasadams. The rich of the locality feed 
the poor. 

There is not a Hindu family that does not prepare 
panakam and vadapappu and that does not break a 
cocoanut in the nearest Rama or Hanuman temple. 
The poor get into a feeling of festivity and observe the 
festival with solemnity and devotion. They attend 
kalyanothsavam p;·ocession and Harikathas. In some 
places there is free distribution of vadapappu and pana
kam on Ekadasi besides free feeding on a decent scale 
on Dwadasi. There will be huge processions of the 
Lord in decorated vehicles or cars accompanied by 
music and fire WOI ks. 
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Lord Rama was born on Chaitra Suddha Navami 
(March-April) and it is but appropriate that His birth
day is celebrated 011 that day. Great significance is 
attached to Sita Rama Kalyanam which is celebrated 
throughout the coastal districts with great pomp. 
Almost in every nook and corner of these districts 
kalyanothsavam is celebrated for a period of nine days 
commencing from or concluding on Sri Rama Navami. 
Sita Rama Kalyanam is celebrated on His birthday be
cause of the great significance behind the marriage of 
Lord Rama and Sita. Just before Ramavathara, force 
and violence ravaged the country resulting in massacre 
and bloodshed. The destruction of Karthaveeryarjuna 
and the revenge of Jamadagni's son Parasurama who 
massacred the King's lineage and the atrocities of Ra
vana created terror in the minds of sadhus and sajjans 
(peace loving and good natured persons). They an
xiously prayed for a Satwagunayutha sakthi to establish 
santhi (peace) by destroying the t~amogunayutha rak
shasa Ravana. Rajogunayutha Janaka played his part 
in the noble task by giving Sita in marriage to Rama 
who was an incarnation of Vishnu and santhakaram 
(personification of peace). But for this alliance of Rama 
and. Sita, the destruction of Ravana and the tamas 
could not have been achieved. Lord Rama exhibited 
his prowess breaking Lord Siva's bow, symbol of rajas 
(combin;ttion of satwa and tamas). He then married 
Sita, the symbol of satwa in order to establish santhi, 
sat yam and ahimsa. Everybody who likes these 
virtues performs Sita Rama Kalyanam with faith and 
devotion. 

3. Nagula Chavitbi is observed on Kartika Suddha 
Chavithi (October-November). A person whose father 
or mother or any other relation happens to have died 
of snake-bite is specially instructed to perform this 
ceremony, part of which consists in offering milk to 
snakes with the object of propitiating them. The gene
ral observance of this festival which is common to all 
castes of Hindus, irrespective of social status is to ob
serve the day as a festive day, clean the residences, have 
oil bath, don new clothing and worship ant-hill. Gene
rally each family has an ant-hill which is being worshi
pped for years. Chalimidi, panakam and vadapappu are 
offered. Miniature eyes and hoods of Nagendra made 
of silver are placed on the ant-hill and fresh cow's milk 
is poured into it after breaking cocoanuts. A bit of 
e~rth from the ant-hill is applied to the ears of children, 
who complain of discharge of pus. Although silver or 
gold images of nagas are. worshipped at home, the 
women invariably visit the ant-hill for worship. Several 
women fast during the day and take chalimidi, vada
pappu and panakam in the night. 

4. Varalaksbmi Vratbam is celebrated on a 
Friday in Sravanam (July-August) preferably on the 
Friday preceding the full moon day in Sravanam for 
prosperity and for begetting worthy children. It is 
based on the following legend. A Brahmin woman by 
name Padma\athi in the Kosala kingdom W3S good, 
pious, dutiful to her husband and hospitable to the sick, 
poor and needy and to the guests. Goddess Varala
kshmi was pleased to instruct her in a dream to observe 
the Varalakshmi Vratham on the Friday preceding the 
full moon day in Sravaliam for enhancement of her 
prosperity and attaining salvation. Padmavathi did 
like that after getting the permission of her husband. 

For celebrating the vratam, muthaiduvas get 
up before sunrise and take bath in the nearby rher, 
or tank or well. They clean the puja room and pre
pare a neat spot for the proposed worship, smear
ing cowdung paste over it. The spot is decorated 
wi th muggu (designs with flour on the borders and 
the centre). Over the central design a measure of 
rice is he3ped and a kalasam is kept over it. A 
small bamboo mantapam is erected over the spot. 
Goddess Varalakshmi is invoked with man trams and 
worshipped with flowers and naivedyam is offered 
with nine kinds of preparations. The following 
dhyanam is chanted while performing the vratham. 

!6b" .., 
Vande Laksmim parasivamayeem suddha 

&po DJ"::5t:l'~O 

jamboonadabham 

1lgSb:, .... ;;-.o t;;S:;;;S;:;N'O ;;S~0w[J:SI)3~U'oAo 
00 EO .,;, 

Thejorupam kanakavasanam swarnabhushojwalangim 

fu&p~t)o ~::5~~oi(o iJ-.~~b"d,o b"4l"N'O 

Beejapuram kanakakalasam hemapadmam dadhanam 

;Sp;j~ 0 ,( ~ 0 ;:)~ ofl::5bo ~4> OJ'~o~ 
tl _. so 

Manyam sakthim sakalajananeem Vishnu vamanka 

;;So~:5:l 
Ii> 

samstham". 

The women who perform vratam wear nine 
rounds of saffron coloured thread to their r-ight 
wrists. Muthaiduvas (women in married status) are 
invited, harathi is offered, flowers and thambulam 
are distributed to them. Vayanams are given to a 
Brahmin lady keeping in a new winnow, fruits, flowers, 
thambulam and dakshina with new clothes and the nine 
varieties of preparations at the rate of twelve each, and 
covering all with another new winnow. The festival 
is confined to Brahmins and well-to-do Vaisyas. A few 
Veerasaiva and non-Brahmin families observe it as an 
annual festival on one of these Fridays, though based 
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on different legend. The legend is that Veerasimha, the 
King of Magadha prayed Lord Siva to save his subjects 
from epidemics and famine. Lord Siva told him in a 
dream about the efficacy of Sravana Sukravara Vratham 
and ordained that it should be observed by the king 
himself, his queen, children and all his subjects. 
Accordingly they performed the vratham and there was 
relief and subsequent prosperity to all subjects of the 
kingdom. In some cases puja and naivedyams are 
offered not to the kalasam at home but to the Sivalin
gam in a temple. The following is the dhyanam adopted 
by this group of devotees. 

" ;S;;5:J ~ ~:::il ~ :::iloJ-l'b;S" o~ 
NamaSthe nam:s'the Mahadeva Sambho 

;;):::il~ ;;):::il~ l;:S;$ i3J.se:o~ 
Nami:the nam:s'the prapan;;aikabandho 

;S:::il~ ;;):::il~ c5dSJ'>~o ~:;.~ _. .... 
Namasthe namasthe dayasarasindho 

;;):::il~ ;;):::il~ :::ili.roi( 8 

Namasthe nama-;;he Mahesaha." 

" ~Qj'Q5) (O~tJ. iJ.Q5) ~;S15J">~Q5) ~~ ~ 
Ell .. 

Sivaya Vishnurupaya Sivarupaya Vishnave 
~;;S;;, S oJ-.~c5Q5)o ~*g;rlf':' ~~c5Q5)1\:lo -!~8 
Sivasya hrudayam Vishnuvishnoscha hrudayagum Sivaha 

Q5)1;l' -!;S:::ilcfu> ~~:';);;5o ~~:::ili.roIf0bo 
.. ...l 

Yadha Sivamayo Vishnuyevam Vishnumaheswaram 
Q5)O'oiStio ;$;:S~S~ <lGl"~;;)r ~ o-d5:0i.. 

Yadhantharam napas~ami thadhame~sthi rayushe." 

The concerned legends are recited and listened to. 

In the coastal districts of Andhra, this is observed 
only by a few families in towns and big places. 

In Nellore District the newly married brides inva
riably perform this and the mother-in-law gives her a 
present, however, small. The daughter-in-law is bro
ught to mother-in-Iaw's house. 

5. Sri Krishna Jayanthi is celebrated on Sravana 
Bahula Ashtami and Navami (July-August). The first 
day is Lord Sri Krishna's birth day. Sri Maha Vishnu 
took this as His eighth incarnation in the series of His 
ten avatharas. 

According to the Bhagavatha Purana, Kamsa, a 
demon vowed to kill all the children born of his sister 
Devaki, because he was told that his destroyer would 
be born of her. Accordingly, he imprisoned his sister 
Devaki and her husband, Vasudeva and kept strict vigi-

lence over them. When Krishna was born, Devaki 
immediately after her accouchment, fell asleep and a 
general torpor seized all the guards at the prison, due 
to the spell known as yogamayaJ of Sri Krishna. Dur
ing her sleep, her husband Vasudeva carried away the 
new born baby from the prison where it was born, to 
the house of Yasoda, the wife of Nanda, on the other 
side of the river Yamuna, and from there brought a 
female child, which he placed by the side of his sleeping 
wife. The serpent king Vasuki followed Vasudeva 
across the Yamuna with his hood spread over the infant 
God to protect from the inclemency of weather, and 
it is said that the river made a way at the place where 
Vasudeva crossed it. 

Sri Krishna was born in the night. The general 
ob~ervance is to fast the whole day. His decorated 
image or His picture is kept in a cradle and worshipped 
indicating His birth. Some worship the figure of His 
mother Devaki sitting on a cot and feeding the baby. 
The next evening there is a procession of the Lord and 
there is a celebration ofutlu i. e., two vertical poles are 
erected on either side of a road, a horizontal bamboo 
is tied across and a pulley is fixed in the middle over 
which a rope is passed. To one end of the rope 
a small bamboo basket is tied and a cocoanut and few 
rupees are placed in it. The basket is decorated all 
around with coloured cloth and heads of maize. The 
other end of the rope is pulled up and down tempting 
competitors to catch and take the contents of the basket 
which is called utti. As the competitors try to catch, 
the utti is pulled up and water thrown against their faces. 
Though all the Hindus participate in the festival the 
Vaishnavites and a few of the other Hindus fast. In 
most of the villages one or two members in the Vaishna
vite families fast and perform the festival in their 
homes. In a few places, the Krishna temples are first 
washed with jaggery water and then with plain water 
in the morning and the usual functions held only with
in the temple. This festival is observed in rural parts 
on a modest scale by Vaishnavites in their houses and 
by the rest of the Hindus at the temple of Lord Krishna, 
Rama or Anjaneya. The utti function takes place in 
front of the temple Or in the main street of the village. 

6. Vinayaka Chavithi is a common Hindu festival 
ce1ebrated by the rich and the poor of the Hindu com
munity, the scale of celebrations depending upon the 
social and economic status of the family. This is cele-

1 Yoga maya is personified delusion: The great illusory energy of Vishnu, by whom, the whole world \s deluded. In the Markan
deya purana she appears as Durga, but in the Vishnu Purana as Vaishnavi. 
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brated on the fourth day of the waning moon in the 
month of Bhadrapadam (August-September). 

Ganesa is the God of wisdom. All sacrifices and 
religious ceremonies, all serious compositions in writ
ing and all worldly affairs of importance are begun by 
Hindus with an invocation to Ganesa. The name Ganesa 
is a word composed of isa, the governor or leader, and 
gana, a company (of deities). He is represented as a 
short, fat figure of yellow or red colour having four 
hands and the head of an elephant with a single tusk. 
He is the son of Parvathi who is supposed to have for
med him from the scu,f of her body. There are many 
versions to account for the formation of his head, one 
of which is that Siva beheaded him for disobeying his 
orders, but was requested to restore him to life, which 
was done only by the transplanting a sleeping elephant's 
head. He is respresented as riding a rat. He is the 
remover of all vighnams (obstacles) and is one of the 
most popular of Hindu deities. He is the patron of 
learning and is said to have written 'Mahabharata to the 
dictation of the sage Vyasa. The Ganesa or Vinayaka 
Chaturdhi is observed in commemoration of the birth 
day of Ganesa. Lord Siva granted him the privilege of 
of the first worship on all occasions. Lord Siva had 
once to start for battle against Tripurasura. He did 
not care to worship Ganesa before starting. All of a 
sudden the conch which was Siva's chariot sank to 
Pathalaloka. It rose up only after Siva had realised 
the error and offered worship to Ganesa for sarvavi
ghnopasanthi (averting all obstacles). 

Except in the poorer clas.ses, each family worships 
an earthen image of Lord Ganesa (Ganapathi) in their 
houses. It is also a practice to have darsan of at least 
5 such images. Special preparations such as undrallu, 
kudumulu that are supposed to be the favourites of 
Ganesa are prepared and offered. On a subsequent 
day that is suitable to each family, the image is taken 
to a well, worshipped there and immersed in water. 
Implements are cleaned and worshipped along with 
Ganesa. These are decorated with dots of vibhuthi, 
pasupu and kumkum. Flowers and flower garlands 
are profusely used in villages. The trader worships 
his weights and measures, the agriculturist, his plough, 
scythe, spade, etc., the carpenter, the barber and other 
artisans the implements which they generally use in 
their professions. The family weapons, if any, such as 
guns, daggers, swords etc., are also cleaned and decora
ted with flowers; and turmeric and kumkum are applied 
and puja is performed by burning incense. The festival 

is celebrated on a large scale for a period of 9 days in 
some towns and villages. A painted image of Gana
pathi in pleasing colours is kept under a big pandal in a 
common place and worshipped for nine days. The 
pandal is decorated with festoons of green mango leaves 
and plantain trees tied all round the image of Gana
pathi, which is profusely garlanded. Different kinds 
of preparations are offered as naivedyam on each of 
the nine days. On the eight days Harikathas are arran
ged in the pandal of celebrations. On the ninth night 
the image is taken out in a procession accompanied by 
music and fireworks to a river, tank or well. It is wor
shipped again and finally immersed in the water. In 
cities and big towns each street or locality puts up its 
own pandal and observes the festival. All Hindus 
avoid seeing the Moon on that day to safeguard themsel
ves against unmerited accusations during the subsequent 
twelve months under a superstitious belief that it is the 
cUrse given by Ganesa to the Moon, that if anyone sees 
the Moon on Vinayaka Chivithi, he would be a victim 
of unmerited accusations. If by chance they see the 
Moon, they listen to the legend of Sathrajit in which 
Lord Krishna was subjected to an accusation for having 
seen the reflection of the Moon that day in the cup of 
milk he was taking. By so doing, they are supposed 
to be absolved of the evil consequences of seeing the 
Moon. 

7. Mahalaya Amavasya is celebrated on Bhadrapada 
Bahula Amavasya (August-September). The day of 
the New Moon in the month of Bhadrapadam when 
the Sun is in the sign Virgo (Kanya) is known as Maha
laya Amavasya. This day of the conjunction of the Sun 
and the Moon is considered by all Hindus to be espe
cially set apart for making oblations and performance 
of religious ceremonies to the pitrus or the spirits of de, 
parted ancestors. The Itihasa, a great authority on the 
religious rites of the Hindus, says that the moment the 
Sun enters the sign Virgo (Kanya) the departed manes 
leaving the world of Yama, the destroyer, come down 
to the world of man and occupy the houses of their 
descendants in the world. Therefore, the fortnight 
preceding the New Moon day of the month of Kanya 
is considered as specially sacred to the propitiation of 
the departed spirits. The ceremonies performed in 
their honour each day of this fortnight are considered 
to be equal in merit to those performed in the sacred 
city of Gaya1• It is the special function of the nearest 
male relative of the deceased to make offerings (pinda) 

1 Every Hindu is enjoined to visit Gaya atleast once in his life time to perform the funeral ceremonies of his ancestors and to 
offer pindas in their honour. 
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to the ancestors in both lines for three generations 
back. By this act he establishes his claim to inheritance. 
The fortnight is known as larpana paksha1 (the fort
night of offerings) and the ceremonies as sraddha1• 

Offering by the Brahmin and Vaisya families pin
dams to the souls of departed ancestors are the func
tions of the day. Some of the non-Brahmins content 
themselves by giving to a Brahmin a day's ration in the 
name of the departed ancestors. 

Lingayats do not offer pin dams as they do not be
lieve in a pitruloka but they worship the departed 
elders, the male members being represented by one kala
sam and the female members represented by another, 
the former decorated with male dress and the latter 
with female dress in addition to saffron etc. Kalasam 
is a chembu (vessel) of copper or brass or even earth 
into which water is poured and a cocoanut or a ball of 
vibhuthi (sacred ash) is placed at the top surrounded 
by 5 betel leaves placQd in a circle with the leaf tips up
wards. The kalasam is mounted on a measured heap 
of rice and decorated with pasupu (turmeric), kumkum, 
flowers and new clothes. 

8. Dasara is a festival of ten days from Asviyuja 
Suddha Padyami to Dasami (September-October). In 
the coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh the first nine 
days are called Devi Navaratrulu and are dedicated to 
the worship of Durga. Parvalhi Devi is believed to 

have assumed several forms to save the universe from 
rakshasas. She killed Mahishasura as Mayadevi, 
Chanda and Munda as Chamundi, Sumbha and Rak
thabijasura as Kalikadevi, Durga Rakshasa as Durga 
etc. During these nine days, the idol of Parvathi or 
any other deity of Sakthi form is decorated in one of 
her avatharas and worshipped. Harikathas and reli
gious lectures are arranged in all temple!) particularly in 
the temples of Durga and Kanyakaparameswari. On the 
~ixth day Brahmin and Vaisya families and a few non
Brahmin families perform Saraswathi puja. They 
arrange books before a picture or an idol of Saraswa thi 
(the Goddess of Learning) worship her and offer naive
dyam. On the eighth day Durga Puja or Durgashtami 
is celebrated. A few Shaktheyas worship Durga. On 
the ninth day the Brahmins perform puja to the family 
deities while the Vaisyas worship weights and measures 
etc. The agriculturists and others of hereditary profe
ssions such as carpenters, barbers etc., worship the 
implements which they generally use in their profession. 
The agriculturist for example worship his plough, sickle, 
spade etc. The family weapons such as guns, daggers, 
swords etc., are cleaned and puja is performed. In the 
modern days the motor vehicles are invariably washed, 
decorated with flowers; turmeric and kumkum are 
applied and puja is performed by burning incense. 

The Navarathrulu are followed by Vijayadasami. 

It is believed that it is the anniversary of the day 
on which Bhagiratha3 the ancestor of Sri Rama brought 

1 Generally speaking the tarpana cannot be performed by a woman, by a man whose parents are alive or by a Brahmin not 
endowed with the sacred thread. 

2 According to the Hindu belief of the future life there are two paths followed by souls of different states of development 
according to their karma (actions). The saints who havc fulfilled their karma travel by the Devayana, the way of the Gods, 
through the rays of the sun and never return to be reborn on earth. Ordinary souls which have yet to finish the cycle of 
transmigration, travel by the Dhumayana of the seven planes, but they can only reach the Svarloka. heaven or Bhuvarloka, the 
astral plane, according to the life they have led in the world. The souls or ordinary mortals will, it is believed, always remain 
tied to earth and eventually become evil spiri ts tormenting mankind, unless the Sraddha ceremonies are duly performed to help 
them on their way to Yama. For the first ten days after death the ceremonies performed by the relatives are to help the disem
bodied spirit to obtain a form or preta-body which will carry it on to its appointed pilgrimage. This is supposed to be effected 
by the pinda offerings, the food presented to the spirit and by recitation of appropriate mantras. When the preta-body is fully 
formed on the tenth day, it feeds on the pinda and offerings of milk. On the thirteenth day after death the soul is equipped for 
its solemn journey. There are tweive stages in the pilgrimage. each stage taking a month to fulfil. Throughout the twelve mon
ths the relatives follow the departed spirit with the sraddha ceremonies, sixteen in number performed at staled times to provide 
it with sustenance and to prepare it for the goal. When at last it is reached the preta-body is dissolved. The soul becomes a 
piiru, and assumes another body adopted for enjoying heavenly enjoyment or for suffering the pains of hell. In this State it 
comes before the judge, Yama the Lord of pitrus. When the souls have enjoyed their bliss or suffered their allotted punishment, 
they are again reborn on earth to fulfil the remainder of their karma. 

3 Vishnu became incarnate in the person of the sage Kapila for the destruction of the sixty thousand wicked Ilons of Sagara. 
Kapila was engaged in deep meditation when the sons of King Sagara, who were in search ofa horse intended for the solemn 
sacrifice of Asvamedha arrived near him, they found the sage absorbed in deep contemplation and the horse grazing nearby. 
Accusing him of having stolen it, they a pproached to kill him, when fire flashed from his eyes and instantly reduced the whole 
army to ashes. In order to expiate their sin, purify their remains and secure paradise for their spirits, Bhagiratha the great 
grandson of Sagara did penance and brought down the Ganga from Heaven and led her from the Himalayas where she had 
alighted, to the sea. The sons of Sagara were purified. 
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down the river Ganga from the heaven. Dasahara 
means removal of ten sins (Dasa: ten i. e., ten sins and 
hara that which removes or expiates). Dasara is per
haps a corrupt form of the word Dasahara. The legend 
has it that Brahma, as the head of the Gods, prayed to 
the Goddess Durga for the protection of Sri Rama 
and the destruction of Ra vana, when both were enga
ged in a mortal combat. The Goddess answered the 
prayer on this day and Ravana was killed. A second 
tradition says that Sri Rama after his wife Sita was 
abducted by Ravana, came to know that the latter was 
keeping her under the Ashoka tree in Lanka, collected 
his army, and started out to rescue her on this day 
which ended successfully. Every Hindu Raja conse..; 
quentJy considered this day the most auspicious one for 
setting out to wage battles. The whole of the period 
of ten days beginning from the first day of the bright 
half of Asviyuja (September-October) is devoted to the 
worship of Durga. ' 

Vijaya Dasami is common to all Hindus irrespec
tive of caste or status. Besides the usual cleaning of 
residences, taking oil bath and wearing new clothes the 
special function of the occasion is to go to the sam; tree 
in the evening with music. worship the sami tree and 
offer sami leaves to friends, relatives and elders wish
ing them well and asking for blessings. While offering 
the leaves the higher classes pronounce the sloka: 

" ifh, if;5';,dS;)'3 ~05o 
Sami samayathe papain 
ifh, ifl~ ~N"if;So 
Sami sathru vinasanam 

~e:,i\)i\)~ G5'<S:l0""t\ 
ill eJ \;l 

Arjunasya dhanurdhari 
O'o:5:lifg l~o5:l.:5u~i\)o 

Ramasya priyadarsanam." 

meaning sami destroys sin, extinguishes enemies on 
that sacred day of Asviyuja Suddha Dasami, when Ar
juna took up the bow and Lord Rarna rejoined Sita. 

After sam; puja in the evening there will be a 
procession known as parul'eta in which all the idols of 
the place are taken through all the important streets of 
the place. Over a score of individuals dressed in the 
guise of National heroes such as Rana Prathap Singh, 
Jhansi Lakshmi Bai, Sivaji, Bharathamata, Subhas 
.Chandra Bose, Pat~l, Gandhiji etc., and in the· guise 
of puranic Gods and heroes ride on horses in the 
procession. 

In towns and certain big villages bommalakolul'U 
for 10 daysfrom Padyami to Dasami is a special feature 
in families that can afford it. Bommalakolul'u is arr-

anging toys and fancy goods, pictures and artificial 
fruits in their natural colours etc., in a gallery with 
miniature parks in which small plants sprout up 
in sandy beds laid for the occasion. Every evening 
during the 1Q days friends are invited and offered fruits 
and thambulam. The poorer section of society enjoy 
this koluvu by visiting the richer families. The villagers 
go round about the towns, make it a point to enjoy the 
sight on one of the 10 days, generally on the 10th day, 
the day of common festivity. These toys are preserved 
in separate boxes carefully during the year. They gra
dually increase year after year as atleast one new toy is 
invariably added every year. This is taken as an oppor
tunity to introduce to the young boys and girls, the 
various Gods and Goddesses. animals. birds and wild 
beasts, and National leaders, whose figures are kept in 
the koluvu. There is a belief that this koluvu includes 
Savithri puja by young girls, who are supposed to get 
good husbands. 

9. Deepavali and 10. Dhanalakshmi Puja-Deepavali 
is also called Narakachaturdasi and is celebrated on 
Asviyuja Bahula Chathurdasi (September - October). 
Dhanalakshmi puja comes off on the ne'Xt day. All 
Hindus believe that Lord Krishna along with His con
sort Satyabharna killed Narakasura and returned home 
early in the morning on this day thus saving the universe 
from the harassment of the rakshasa. This slaying ofrak
shasa is an occasion for great jubilation and is celebra
ted with grand display of fire works both in the mor
ning and night. This is the main puranic background 
for the enthusiastic scenes observed early in the mOr
ning on Chalhurdasi with crackers and fireworks, as 
if to receive the divine couple Lord Krishna and Satya
bhama on their return after killing the asura. Other 
puranic incidents are also connected with this day. 
Lord Vishnu trod Balichakravarthi to Pathalaloka in 
His fifth incarnation as Vamal1l on this day. Sri Rama 
returned to Ayodhya after killing Ravana and was coro
nated on this day. This is believed to be the only 
day on which the sufferers in hell (narakam) can pray 
to Lord Yamadharrnaraja for release. It is also said 
to be the day on which Bhattivikram:trka who has to 
his credit several superhuman achievements was crOw
ned as the emperor of the country with the blessings of 
his brother Bhatti. Puranas support the episode of Bali 
and the worship of Yama for naraka vimukthi. The 
following sloka also lends support to the above belief: 

"iS~~V'£o~ rPx,6-:,S ;;scs-05:l 60o@t::. 

Chathurdasyamthu yedeepan narak:l)a dadhanthicha 
~~.J ~<f\;r~;Se-a ;5:;"5"<f, p(~~ \@! 

eJ.No N<>",() 01. 

Thesham pithruganaswarge narakaths wargamapnu)"aha." 
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meaning if Yama is worshipped with lamps on Asviyuja 
Bahula Chaturdasi (September-October) the fore
fathers who suffer in hell get released and sent to heaven. 

Yet the popular belief has grown very strong that 
the celebrations mark the destruction of Narakasura. 
Whatever it might be, Deepavali is one of the very im
portant festivals for Andhras. 

Being an occasion of rejoicing and welcoming the 
Lord, elders as well as the youngsters get up very early 
in the morning, take oil bath and celebrate the happy 
occasion with fireworks on a scale suited to the purse 
of the family. Village urchins that cannot afford the 
crackers etc., tie thin bundles of dried stems of cholam 
plant and jump about the streets using them as torches 
crying that Narakasura is destroyed. 

Preparations for the festival are made well in ad
vance. Daughters and sons-in-law are invited on this 
occasion. It is a period of festivity during which 
special food preparations are made. There if> display 
of fireworks during the nights. In towns and some 
villages hundreds of lamps are lit on the pials and com
pound walls of their houses by the rich families. A few 
families light extra lamps for 3 daYl> after the festival. 
The merchant class particularly the Marwaris perform 
Dhanalakshmi Puja on the Amaras) a night inviting 
friends and relatives. Marwaris worship Dhanalakshmi 
represented by a metal vessel made of (opper, silver or 
gold, the mouth of which is tied with yellow coloured 
cloth. There is a slit in the cloth through which coins 
are inserted. The amount placed in the vessel on this 
day is never used normally. The vessel is worshipped 
with a heap of money that is collected from debtors etc. 
The vessel is profusely decorated with flowers and 
costly jewels. The picture of Lakshmi is worshipped 
in the places of business. Fruits, flowers and tham
bulam are distributed among the invitees. In some 
cases there is the practice what is known as chadivim
pulu which is the presentation of a small amount by 
the invitees as a token of good wishes for the next 
year's prosperous business. 

Dhanalakshmi Puja is performed by most of the 
business people. The Marwaris give much prominence 
to this puja and collect ail dues invariably for the puja; 
even if the amounts are to be returned to the same per
sons immediately after the function according to the 
necessity. In several places the figure of Narakasura 
is prepared in full size with hay or straw ~nd burnt 
before a temple. 

11. Subrabmanya Sbashti takes place on the sixth 
lunar day in the bright fortnight of Margasiram (Nov-

ember-December). Subrahmanyaswamy, generally 
known as Kumaraswamy is the God of war and the gene
ral of the army of the Gods. He is the son of Siva and 
Durga, is mounted on a peacock with its tail spread 
out and a bow and spear are in either of his hands. 
He is depicted to be very handsome. It is said that 
woman who have no male children especially propitiate 
him to beget a son as handsome and courageous as Su
brahmanya. 

It is the celebration of the birth of Kumaraswamy 
to save Devas and Brahmins from the Danava Taraka
sura, who had acquired such a boon that none but the 
son of Lord Siva could kill him. But insulted by her 
own father Daksha. Parvathi had burnt herself in the 
father's sacrificial fire and was reborn as the daughter 
of Himavantha. Lord Siva was doing severe penance 
and nobody could disturb His penance so as to make 
Him marry Parvathi and beget the saviour of the world. 
Manmadha disturbed Siva's penance and got himself 
burnt to ashes for the benefit of the universe. Lord Siva 
married Parvathi and the birth of Kumaraswamy was 
an event of great joy to the whole universe. 

Subrahmanyeswara is believed to be the snake God 
and the Lord of the Nagaloka. Several Hindus wors
hip the snake God during Subrahmanya Shashti, though 
the majority do it during Nagulachavithi. Fasting 
during the day, worshipping Lord Subrahmanya and 
offering cocoanuts and naivedyam are observed as the 
rituals. One special function on the occasion is to in
vite a Brahmin bachelor, honour him, feed him and 
give him new clothing. Reading and listening to the 
story of the birth of Kumaraswamy is another function 
which is believed to bring prosperity to those who par
ticipate in it. 

12. Sankranti - Makara Sankranti or Uttarayana 
Sankranti is the Sun's entrance into the sign Capricor
nus (Makara), which is identified with the Uttarayana 
or return of the Sun to the north or to the winter sols
tice. The festival marks the return of the Sun to the 
northern hemisphere. It is generally observed from 
13th to 15th January and also on the 16th, in the coas
tal districts of Andhra Pradesh. It is known as Pongal 
in Southern India and is dedicated to the glorification 
of agriculture. In the coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh 
it is the most important festival. 

Sri Manohar Prabhakar puts it in his article in the 
Deccan Chronicle dated 19-1-1962: 

"It is in the real sense a festival of the harvest. Every 
village flourishes with heaps of corn, pots of milk, blos-
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soming flowers, fruits and vegetables·. Everything will 
be in plenty. One and all, boys and girls, men and 
women, young and old, rich and poor hail this festival 
as the symbol of affluence with joy and exuberance." 

APPENDIX I 

In this district advance preparations are made for 
the festival for this Pedda panduga (great festival), 
money is saved for purchasing new clothes for married 
daughters and sons-in-Jaw who are invariably invited. 
Houses are whitewashed a week in advance and every 
morning mugguJu (designs on the floor with corn flour) 
of big sizes are drawn and in the centre of the biggest 
gurugulu (semi-cone shaped small blocks of cowdung) 
are arranged artistically and decorated with pasupu, 
kumkum and flowers. These gurugulu are removed in 
the evening and preserved for the bhogi mantalu early 
in the morning of the festival day, which is called Bhogi. 
On that day people get up early in the morning, take 
oil bath, sit chit-chatting by the side of the bhogi man· 
talu (a fire prepared with logs of wood, the gurugulu, 
combustible household things such as winnows, sieves 
etc., and even some useful things the youngsters mana· 
ge to steal and toss them into burning flames). It looks 
as if the bhogi mantalu have been intended to burn away 
all the unwanted material and thus relieve a congested 
house. In some places womenfolk and girls dance 
round the bhogi mantalu singing songs about Gods, 
spring season, and harvest. 

In some families newly wedded girls worship God
dess Gowramma represented by a kalasam (a small 
pot with a cocoanut placed on the top and betel leaves 
arranged artistically in a circle all round at the bottom). 
Flowers, fruits and sweets are offered and the kalasam 
is taken out in procession in the evening and cleaned in 
a well, tank or river. Brahmins, Vaisyas, Lingayats 
and other rich non-Brahmins, place pieces of sug'lr 
candy and reg; pandlu (zijiphus jujuba) and coins 
over the heads of children. 

The famous poet Abhinava Thikkana Sri Thu
mmala Sitaramamurthy Chowdary has very vividly 
told in the following poems how this mirthful festival 
is celebrated in the Andhra Districts. 
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r,e,!l& i:)~ ir~2r- XCi;)~ ~r.~ 

Gadiveedi chanu nokka gadusu magadu 
~~Ci;) ~n..j;:$ L~dS:d:O [rf~X~ l,fSJil:l 
Apudu vachchina priyuni soyagamu ganuchu 
lSOl~ O'txl;:$ irS?,- :::lSu 3'~o,J 

Dalupu chaatuna nokka paidali chemarc4e 
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Madhura madhuraanuraaga saamraajya peethi 
~"i~ ~Ol~O'3 ~5~~.s8£~~ ~~ 
Jagamu koluvunde makaradwajammu netti." 

Sankranti is a happy contrast to the incessant rainy 
Sravanam and Bhadrapadam, the damp Asviyujam and 
the cold and unhealthy Kartikam. The festival is a 
spontaneous manifestation of the people's urge for 
gaiety and mirth. With the prospect of bountiful 
harvest the faces of the ryots in the village brighten. 
One hears their bappy whistles in the fields. The har
vesting ushers a period of festivity. The womenfolk 
get busy filling the granaries, planning for the festival, 
cleaning and whitewashing their houses. {'.;S O'~tao 

~w,Joe, ~o~§'"' (Uththarayanam vachchindi vu~ttuko
Uththarayana has come, hang yourself) is said by per
sons to their coevals in a jocular way. The implication 
is that during the six months of Dakshinayanam the 
gates of Vaikuntam (the abode of Lord Vishnu) are 
closed and therefore -those that die during that period 
have no chance of entering Vaikuntam. On the co~ 
mmencement of Uththarayanam the gates of Vaikun
tam are flung open and hence it is worthwhile to hang 
oneself to death as that will ensure entrance into Vai
kuntam. It is because of this that Bbishma who had a 
fatal blow in the battle field waited for Uththarayana 
Punyakalam, since he acquired the power to die when
ever he desired. Bommalakoluvu commences in the eve
ning. During this festival toys, fancy goods, pictures 
and artificial fruits in their natural colours etc., are arran
ged in a gallery. Miniature parks in sandy beds are laid 
as an additional attraction. These toys are preserved 
in separate boxes carefully during the year. They gradu
ally increase year after year since atleast one new toy 
is added to the stock every year. Friends and relatives 
are invited to attend the koluvu where they are offered 
fruits and tambulam. This festival affords a good oppor
tunity to introduce to teach young boys and girls about 
various Gods and Goddesses, animals, birds and wild 
beasts with the models kept in the koluvu. This koluvu 
includes Savithripuja by young girls who are supposed 
to get good husbands. The family deities are worshipped 
and offered fruits, cocoanuts and naivedyams. Linga
yats worship besides their family deities, a trident, the 
weapon of Lord Siva on this occasion. 

The second day is Sankranthi on which it is seen 
why ,this festival is called pedda panduga. The streets 

are thronged by persons of lower strata of society in 
their new attire going from door to door expecting 
doles and alms. The village pipers and drummers, the 
budubukkalas, the Satani dasaris singing bhajan kirtans, 
kommu dasaris, the jangams with their conches and 
bells and gangireddus (decorated bullocks) and beggars 
with monkeys etc., all parade the streets. In fact 
these people are seen all through the month preceding 
this festival. Bunches of marigolds in their rich colours 
strewn all round enhance the beau ty of the festive cele
brations. The farmer has invariably to feed the dhobi, 
barber, paleru (the cultivator of his fields), the black
smith, the carpenter, the family servant and the com
mon hereditary village servants of all types. 

In some villages, the story of Gajendramoksham 
from Bhagavata Purana is recited for 30 days before 
Sankranti i. e., Dhanurmasam. The villagers believe that 
this parayanam and the darshan of Lord Vishnu on 
the concluding day will ensure salvation. During 
this month, just before going to bed, the elders repeat 
the famous verse in Gajendramoksham ending with: 

Rave Eswara kavave Varada samrakshinchu 
~LO"o'~ so 

bhadratmaka." 

The third day is Kanuma and on this day work is 
suspended and no journeys are undertaken. 5~~N"~ 

so~~;:$ 1lJ~e3~ ·~If~lSJ (Kanumanadu kaki yaina bayatiki 
velladu-meaning even a crow does not stir out on Ka
uuma). The non-vegetarians enjoy a good feast and 
most of the people revel in drinking. Cock-fights, ram
fights, wrestling and running races for bulls are the im
portant items providing entertainment. 

Mukkanuma celebrations taking place on the fourth 
day are of special significance to the coastal districts. 
Gopuja i. e., worship of cows and bulls is an impor
tant function of the day. The story behind this is that 
Lord Siva took Basava as His vahanam (vehicle). One 
day the Lord ordered Basava to announce to the 
world that everyone should take oil bath every 
day and food once a month. Inadvertantly, Ba
sava announced that everyone should take food 
every day and oil bath once a month. When Lord 
Siva came to know of it, He grew angry and cursed 
that Basava should go down to earth and commence 
ploughing the fields from Eruvaka Punnam i. e., Ashadha 
Suddha Purnima (June-July) and help the people in 
producing enough of food by Sankranthi every year. 
As a mark of gratitude and thanks giving, the cows and 
bulls are washed and decorated on this day; payasam, 
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is given to them and in the evening they are taken out 
in a procession. 

rice. The act expiates the sin of a whole year. One 
of its peculiarities is that it is to be observed by persons 
of all the four original castes. The intention of the rite 
as now understood is expressed in the mantras uttered at 
the time of presenting the offerings. 'I present this wa
ter to the childless hero Bhishma. May Bhishma, the son 
of Santhanu, the speaker of truth, the subjugator of his 
passions obtain by this water the oblations due by sons 
and grandsons.' After his defeat by Arjuna. he waited 
till Magha Suddha Ekadasiand died on this day after 
the Makara Sankramanam. Brahmins observe fasting, 
perform puja to Bhishma and break their fast on Dwar 

dasi with parani, a feast. Certain families invite a Bra
hmin and hear the story of Bhishma's life snd give him 
a day's ration. The festival is observed in this district 
even in villages at least by a few educated families. 

13. Bbishma Ekadasi is celebrated by a very few 
Brahmins on Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January-Feb
ruary). 

It has its source in the primitive institutions of the 
Hindus of which the worship of the pitrus, the patri
archs or progenitors, the Diti manes constituted an 
important element. This day is dedicated to Bhishma1, 

the son of Ganga, the great uncle of Pandava and 
Kaurava princes. He was killed in the course of great 
war between the Panda vas and the Kauravas and dying 
childless left no descendant in the direct line on whom 
it was incumbent to offer him funeral honours. In 
order to make good this deficiency, persons in general 
are enjoined to make libations of water on this day to 
his spirit and to offer him sesamu~ seeds and boiled 

14. Mahasivaratbri 2 falls on the fourteenth day of 
the waning moon in the end of Magham (February-

1 Bhishma was a great general and philosopher. Devotion to truth and duty, self-restraint and self-sacrifice, were all illustrated 
by him throughout his long life in a manner almost unparallelled in the History of India. His father fell in love with the 
daughter of a fisherman, who would not give her in marriage till she was assured of her issue from the king succeeding to the 
kingdom. Bhishma having come to know of his father's attachment for the girl went to her father and not only renounced 
his own claim to the throne but by taking a vow of lifelong celibacy cut off his line of offspring, saying that even dying 
childless he would attain heaven. So firm was his attachment to the vow that when on his step-brother's death no male child 
was left in the family and he was earnestly solicited by even his step-mother to marry and rule the kingdom, he replied, I can 
renounce the empire of heaven but truth I shall never renounce. Lying on his death bed in the battlefield of Kurukshetra 
he gave advice to the Pandavas upon the duties of kings, upon philosophical and social problem and upon questions of polity, 
of the art of war, the means of attaining salvation etc. 

2 We dive into the ethical, metaphysical and allegorical lesson and import of the Mahasivaratri-Vrata. It will not be out of 
place for us to begin with a bird's eye glance into the historical incident associated with this great Vrata. It is briefly as 
follows: 

A hunter at Kasi goes into the forest on hunting and on his way back sinks into deep sleep (owing to sheer physical 
exhaustion) under the tree and wakes therefrom to find the Sun has set already. Intense and awe-inspiring darkness envelopes 
the whole forest, no ray of light enters it to pierce the ·darkness and 5how him his way home; but the forest night is vigorously 
alive and resounds with the roarings of lions, tigers and other quadrupeds. It is impossible to think of returning home and 
he therefore decides to ascend the tree and pass the night on that brittle perch. which, however unsafe, seemed safer at any 
rate than terrafirma. Fortunately for him five happy coincidences combine for his happiness and they are - (1) that it is 
Mahasivaratri night, (2) that it is a Bilwa tree which he has climbed, (3) that an ancient Sivalinga is just below him, (4) that 
owing to his having come out early at morn and stayed out all the time he has not eaten even a single morsel of food and 
(5) that it being the Sasirutu (dewy season) the Bilwa leaves which are wetted by the seasonal dew (and which owing to his 
frequent changing of his uncomfortable posture) are displaced from their setting, fell continually all the night through on the 
Sivalinga beneath. 

In other words the hunter has unwittingly fulfilled all the requirements of the Mahasivaratri-Vrata including the fasting, 
the all night vigil and the Bilwarchana (worship with Bilwa leaves) and 10 ! and behold. We find Bhagawan Sri Sankara pouring 
forth His grace on the hunter purging him of all his innumerable sins and giving him salvation. 

The story is a long and beautiful one, pathetic in its setting and soul stirring in its description. This bare skeleton sum
mary of it will, however, suffice for our present purpose .. 

Let us now proceed to a brief study of the inner spiritual, allegorical and symbolical significance of this Maha Vrata. But 
. in order to unravel and understand its inner secret it is nece~sary that we should analyse the compound word 'Sivaratri

Vrata' into its three component parts i. e., Ratri, Siva, Vrata of each separately and then synthesize them again together. 
Along therewith, we shall of course have also to consider the sadhana (means required) for and the phal (the result) of the 
Vrata. 

-Conld. 
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March). This, in the estimation of the followers of 
Siva is the most sacred of all their observances, expia
ting all sins and securing the attainment of all desires 
during life and union with Siva or final emancipation 
after death. The ceremony is said to have been en
joined by Siva himself who declared to his wife Vma, 
that the fourteenth day of the dark half of Magham, 
if observed in honour of Him, should be destructive of 
the consequences of all sins and should confer final 
liberation. The three essential observances on this day 
are fasting during the whole tidhi or lunar day; holding 
a vigil and worshipping the Linga during the night. After 
bathing in the morning the worshipper recites his san
ka/pa or pledges himself to celebrate the worship. Then 
he recites special manthras and offers an arghya (oblation) 
after which he goes through matrika nyasa, a set of 
gesticulations accompanied by short prayers. The re
petition of nyasa (i. e., touching parts of the body while 
repeating certain mantras) accompanies every offering 
made to the Linga ; they are fruits, flowers and incense 
and lights and the like during the whole ceremony. The 
Linga is to be propitiated with different articles in each 
watch of the night on which the vigil is held. In the 
first it is to be bathed with milk. [ncense, fruits, flowers 

and articles of food such as boiled rice and sometimes 
even dressed flesh, are offered with the repetition 
of mantras. In the second it is bathed with curds. In 
the third the bathing is performed with ghee. In the 
fourth watch the Linga is bathed with honey. Brah
mins are entertained and presents are made to them. 
Women as well as men perform this Vrata. 

All Hindus except Vaishnavites observe this festi
val in this district. There is not much difference in the 
observance by the several sub-communities that observe 
it. On Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) 
devotees fast the whole day, go to Siva temple for abhi
shekam, worship and offer cocoanuts, fruits, panakam 
and panneram which they take as prasadam, observe 
jagarana (keeping awake the whole night), attend the 
purana kalakshepam, Harikathasor dramas with a the
me of Siva. The next morning they break their fast 
after a bath and puja. During the second day also, 
they desist from sleep. One general practice is that 
this festival is observed not at their residence but at a 
holy place or a place of Siva pilgrimage such as Srisai
lam, Mahanandi etc., and at times hundreds of miles 
away from home with the belief that these places are 

That changeless being in whom all the world rests is'Siva or He who destroys all e"i1s, ignorance and sorrows is the 
blissful one. He is omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent. Ratri is to give and means that which gives peace and hap
piness. In the present instance ralri does not mean physical night but symbolises the withdrawing by the sadhaka (aspirant) 
on the ladder of spiritual progress of all his sense, his mind and his intellect-nay, his whole being away-from all the follies and 
the distractions, the snares and the delusions of the mere sensual world around him and his in-drawing of himself into the 
supreme self within. 

The idea behind the vigil prescribed is thus not mechanical one of physical awakeness but of our keeping constant and 
vigilant watch over ourselves (i. e., our misleading mind and straying senses) and our keeping absolutely and vigilantly awake 
and alive to the Paramalhmathathwa (the inner reality, the supreme self within) which we generally sleep over or are not fully 
alive or awake to. Upavasa does not mean mere physical fasting. It also means turning our senses and mind away from their 
Bahirmukha-Vriththi (i. e., their external sense-ward tendency) and making them antharmukha (turned inwards i. e., towards the 
supreme soul within). we really perform or, in other words, dwell spiritually and intellectually-God-ward. Upavasas thus invo
lve not a mere physical fasting but also the mental turning of ourselves towards God. 

Amavasylt grammatically means dwelling i. e., dwelling of the Sun and Moon together. On the spiritual plane, however, 
the Sun and the Moon symbolise the paramatma and the jivatma (the universal soul and the individual soul) respectively. 
Amavasya means the Samadhi-yoga stage wherein the jiva has become one with paramatma and there is the actual experience 
of absolute Monism, oneness of God, the individual soul and the whole universe. Krishna Chathurda5i night is prescribed 
because the jiva has withdrawn himself into the Lord but is not yet so completely absorbed and merged as to lose his indivi
dual consciousness when no further sadhana is left or ever possible. This is the subhamuhoortha (the auspicious moment) for 
Sivopasana which can lead us to Amavasya or the Samadhiyoga. 

To sum up, recapitulate and conclude, the hunter of the narrative, there is jiva (the individual soul) who goes out on his 
incessant quest after sensual enjoyments but, tired and sick and sore and disgusted with his unending travel and vain search for 
real and lasting happiness through sense enjoyments, falls asleep to them or withdraws himself from them, fasts absolutely 
(i. e., shuns sensuality, materialism and bestiality altogether wakes up to realise the character of forest darkness of agnana 
ignorance which envelopes him on all sides, seeks protection therefrom and its terrors by clinging the tree of jnana-sadhana 
keeps vigil all through, i. e., is a1wals on his guard against succumbing any more to the snares and temptations of the flesh and 
senses and performs perpetual puja (worship of Siva, the Antharyami) Lord of the universe and thereby attains the oneness with 
God consciously or unconsciously is the one ultimate inner wish of and heart's inner most desire of every jiva (individual soul) 
in the whole universe-such are the allegorical lessons of Mahasivaratri. (Article in Bhavall's Jouma', March 4,1962 on Mahasi
varatri and its significance by H. H. Sri Bharathee Krishnatheertha of Puri). 
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further sanctified during the period by the presence of 
devathas that visit the centres to worship the presiding 
deity though invisible. 

COMMON MUSLIM FESTlV ALS 

1. Ramzan is an observance taken up during the 
entire ninth month of Ramzan by all Muslims and on 
the last day of the month they celebrate Id. Prophet 
Mohammed, while he was doing penance in Gha-e
Hira (a cave) in Mecca at his fortieth year is believed 
to have acquired Quran sent by Allah through Gabriel. 
The observance of this month is one of the five cardinal 
practices in Islam and express commands regarding it 
are given in the Quran. 

Throughout the entire month Muslims commence 
their fast at 4.30 a. m., every day and break it only after 
sunset. In the large towns of this district these timings 
are indicated for the convenience of the public by a si
ren or bursting a fire cracker. In certain towns and big 
villages of this district where the Muslim population is 
considerable one or more groups of Muslims go round 
the stl eets and lanes singing in praise of the Prophet 
thus waking up the Muslims by 4 O'clock in the mor
ning, so that they may take their food before the sche
duled time. This appears to be the duty of some poor 
Muslims for which they are remunerated either in cash 
or kind. All luxuries and also such habits as smoking, 
chewing and snuffing are avoided during this period 
and a complete fast during day time is observed. The 
observance of fast is so strict that during that period 
some orthodox Muslims do not even swallow their own 
saliva. During the nights Moulvies deliver lectures on 
Islam. In addition to isha (the night prayer) every day 
additional prayer namely tara-veh (20 rakaths) is offered 
and a part of the Holy Book (Quran) is recited. On 
badirath or the best night (shab-e-khader) which falls 
on the 26th or 27th day according as the month consists 
of 29 or 30 days recitation of the Holy Book is comple
ted. On the badirath all keep awake till 4.00 a. m., 
when the reading of Quran will be completed and 
sweets are distributed. The fast is broken after sunset 
at home by some and with a common dinner from a 
common plate in the mosque by several. The last day 
is khutba day i. e., 1st drty of Shavval on which the 
observance culminates with great pomp and show. All 
wear new clothes and each member in the well-to-do 
families distributes among the poor Ii measure' of 
wheat or rice or cholam to ennble the poor also to par-

ticipate in the common namaz. They go for the namaz 
to Id·gah (open place where a wall is constructed on a 
raised platform on the western outskirts of the village 
or town). One distinguishing feature at the time of 
namaz is that the rich and the poor stand together in a 
row Shedding the cloak of social status. When the 
Muslims in a village are too few to form a congregation 
or poor to have an Id-gah to conduct namaz at their 
own place they go to the neighbouring village and join 
the congregational namaz. According to the rules of 
Shariyat every person after crossing the age of 12 years 
must observe all the fasts regularly. He or she can be 
excused in extra-ordinary circumstances, like serious 
illness, monthly period for women etc. It is a fact 
that a great deviation has taken place from the injunc
tions of Shariyat (religious law) in this matter. But 
then again a Muslim would incur public opprobrium, 
if, during the period of Ramzan, he takes food or smo
kes publicly. Usually the procession of Id-gah goes by 
one route and returns by another, wherever it is conve~ 
nient to do so. The beggars that line up on both routes 
will then have the benefit of the charity of the dch. 

2. Bakrid (The Cow feast) is also called Id-e
Qurban (the feast of sacrifice) and Id-ul-Kabir or Badi-Id 
(the great feast). It is celebrated on the 10th day of 
Zilhaj (April-May) and is part of the rites of the Mecca 
pilgrimage. It is observed in all parts of Islam, both as 
a day of sacrifice and as a great festival. It is founded 
on command in the Quran, Chapter XXII, verses 33-38. 
Two of the verses are: 

"Ye may obtain advantages from the cattle upto 
the set time for slaying them; then the place for sacrifi
cing them is at the ancient house. By no means can 
their flesh reach unto God, neither their blood; but 
piety on your part reacheth Him. Thus hath He sub
jected them to you that ye magnify GodforHisguidance; 
moreover announce glad tidings to those who do good 
deeds." 1 

The legend goes that before the birth of Prophet 
Mohammed, there was Ibrahim (Abrahum) a Prophet 
who condemned polytheism and animal sacrifice before 
images. It is he that constructed Kaba. He beheaded 
the minor idols secretly, placed the sword in the hand 
of the presiding deity and prOClaimed that the crime was 
committed by the deity itself. The enraged mob thr
ew him into the fire but the angels and God saved him. 
God commanded that he should sacrifice his' only son 
Ismail, begot at the ripe age of eighty. Though Satan 
tried to dissuade him, Ibrahim executed the Lord's 

1 E. Denison Ross, All Alphabetical List of the Feasts and Holidays of (he Hindus and Muhammadans (Calcutta: 191-l). p. 102 
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command. However, it was only a test and his son 
was restored to life. An orthodox version is that God 
desired Ibrahim to sacrifice to him the best he loved. 
The best he loved was his youngest son Ismail who was 
made to prostrate blind-folded. Ibrahim with his eyes 
covered, repeating the words Bismillahi Alla-ho-Akbar 
(with the name of God, who is great) drew the sword 
across his neck. In the meanwhile, however, the ar
changel Gabriel, snatching Ismail from underneath the 
blade substituted a broad-tailed sheep in his stead. 
Abraham unfolding his eyes observed to his surprise 
and joy the sheep slain and his son standing behind. 
God ordained that a cow ( or a bull) or a sheep or a 
goat be sacrificed in his place. Animal sacrifice appe
ars to have come into vogue from then. 

In commemoration of this sacrifice, Bakrid is obser
ved on the tenth day in the Muslim month of Zilhaj 
(April-May). On that day the Muslims go to Id-gah 
(an open place where a wall is constructed on a raised 
platform on the western outskirts of the village or town), 
without having their breakfast as a mark of respect to 
Ismail and offer their namaz (prayer). It is believed 
that the deer in the forest stands on one leg without 
even feeding its young one till the namaz is over. There
fore the namaz is performed early even before taking 
breakfast. Within three days, the head of the family 
takes a sheep or a cow or a goat and turning its head 
towards Mecca, says-

" 'In the name of the great God verily my prayers, 
my sacrifice, my life, my death, belong to God, the 
Lord of the worlds. He has no partner; that is what I 
am bidden; for I am first- of those who are resigned'. 
And then he slays the animal. The flesh of the animal is 
divided into three portions, one-third being given to rela
tions, one-third to the poor and the remaining one-third 
reserved for the family. It is considered highly meritori
ous to sacrifice one animal for each member of the family, 
but as that would involve an expenditure few could bear, 
it is allowable to sacrifice one victim for the household. 
In extreme cases, men may combine together and make 
one sacrifice for all, but the number of persons so combi
ning must not exceed seventy. Some aUlhorities limit 
the number to seven." 1 

The skin of the sacrificed animal should be sold 
and the money thus got distributed among the poor. 
Quite apart from its religious ceremonies the festival is 
observed as a great occasion of rejoicing. Chappaties 
(wheat bread), sweets and bowls of khima are the only 
preparations for the dinneL Rice is not cooked gene~ 
rally. Presentations are made to the youngsters. 

1 E. Denison Ross, op. cit., p. 103 
2 E. Denison Ross, op. cit., p. 106 
3 Rev. Edward Sell, The Faith 0/ Islam (1880), pp. 236-237 

For the subsequent four days three takbirs are re
cited after every namaz (prayer) in His praise for the 
mercy shown in rc:storing Ismail to life. Rich persons 
give alms to the poor. 

3, Moharram -"The name of the first month of the 
Muslim year is also the name given to the first ten days 
of the month observed by the Shiahs in commemoration 
of the martyrdom of Hussain, the second son of Fatimah, 
the Prophet's dajlghter, by Ali. A short account of this 
tragic event is necessary to understand the quaint ceremo
nies which are observed on this festival."2 

"Ali the son-in-law of Muhammad was the fourth 
Khalif of Islam. He is described as 'the last and worthiest 
of the primitive Musalmans who imbibed his religious 
enthusiasm from companionship with Prophet himself 
and who followed to the last the simplicity of his 
character: He was a man calculated by his earnest devo
tion to the Prophet and his own natural graces to win as 
he has done, the admiration of succeeding generations. 
A strong opposition, however, arose and Ali was assassi
nated in a mosque at Kufa. It is not easy, amid the con
flicting statements of historians of the rival sects, to 
arrive at the truth in all the details of the events which 
happened then; but generally received opinion is that after 
the assassination of Ali, Hassan, his son renounced his 
claim to the Khalifate in favour of his father's rival 
Muavia. Hassan was ultimately poisoned by his wife, 
who, it is said, was instigated by Muavia to do the deed, 
in order to leave the coast clear for his Yezid. The most 
tragic event has yet to come. Yezid, who succeeded his fa
ther, was a very licentious and irreligious man. The 
people of Kufa being disgusted at his conduct, sent 
messengers to Hussain .. rhe remaining son of Ali, with the 
request that he would assume the Khalifate. In vain, the 
friends of Hussain tried to persuade him to let the people 
of Kufa first revolt, and thus show the reality of their wis
hes by their deeds, In an evil hour Hussain started with 
a small band of forty horsemen and one hundred foot
soldiers. On the plain of Karbala he found his way 
barred by a force of three thousand men. 'We are few in 
number' said Hussain 'and the enemy is in force. I am 
resohed to die. But you-I release you from your oath 
of alIegiance; let all those wish to do so leave me'. 'O! 
Son of Apostle of God', was the reply, what excuse could 
we give to the grandfather on the day of resurrection, did 
we abandon thee to the hands of thine enemies? One by 
one these brave men fell beneath the swords of the enemy, 
until Hussain and his infant son alone were left. Weary 
and thirsty, Hussain sat upon the ground. The enemy 
drew near, but no one dared to kill the grandson of the 
Prophet. An arrow pierced the ear of the little boy and 
he died. 'We came from God and we return to Him', 
were the pathetic words of Hussain as with a sorrowful 
heart he laid the dead body of his son on the _sand. He 
fought bravely for a while; but at last fell coverej with 
many wounds." 3 
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Several pious Shiah and Sunni Muslims observe 
fast, recite the Quran at home during the ten days and 
the tenth day is observed as ashurah (mourning day). 
It is the Muslim belief that the future Khiamath (destruc
tion of the world) will be on a Friday of this ten tlays 
period of Moharram. The Shiahs observe this as an 
occasion of immense pain and sorrow. They weep and 
wail beating their breasts during these ten days. Cots 
are upturned, mats are wound up and the bare floor is 
made the sleeping place during the period. They wear 
only black clothes. They perambulate the streets with 
a flag expressing their sorrow, recounting the activities 
of the departed heroes Hassan and Hussain and calling 
out their names. The highly orthodox Shiahs condemn 
even the processions. They consider the two heroes 
equal to prophet Himself. 

"Some days previous to the festival the imambara 
(house of the Imam), also called ashur khanah (ten day
house) is prepared. As soon as the new moon appears 
the peC)ple gather together in the various imambaras and 
offer /atihahs over some sherbat or some sugar in the 
name of Hussain. The /alihahs conclude· thus: '0 God, 
grant the reward of this to the soul of Hussain.' Sherbat 
and sugar are then distributed. The imambara is gene
rally a temporary structure or some large hall fitted up 
for the occasion. The alams or standards which are 
commonly made of copper and brass, though occasionally 
of gold or silver are placed against the walls. The usual 
standard is that of a hand placed on a pole. This is em
blematic of the five members (the Prophet Himself, Ali, 
Fatimah, Hassan and HUssain) the family of the Prophet, 
and is the special standard of the Shiahs." 1 

For the first six days nothing else takes place. 
From seventh to ninth day they are taken out in pro-

. cession in the streets. Fires are kindled in open spaces 
and the people both old and young fence across the fire 
and jump about calling out 'Hussain! Hassan!.' The 
three days are enjoyed with fancy dresses of tigers, bears 
etc., and mimicry. Both Hindus and Muslims go to the 
imambara for offering fatihahs to alams. On the eve
ning before the tenth day which according to the Mus
lim mode of computing time is the tenth night, all the 
taziyahs and the alams are taken out in procession. It 
is a scene of great confusion, for men and boys disgui
sed in all sorts of quaint get up run about fencing and 
jumping. At a convenient hour in the night of the 
ninth day burning cinders are levelled in the pit in front 
of the ashur khanah and devotees - both Muslims and 
Hindus, a few holding a/ams walk across the fire. 
Whatever the principle might be, the influence of the 
ten days' observance of Dasara with fire walking in 

1 E. Denison Ross, op. cit., pP. 107-108 

several places is seen in the ten days' observances of 
Moharram. It is the carnival of the lower class Mus
lims and Hindus. On the following day after fatihahs 
are read the taziyahs and alams are taken away to the 
nearby river, tank or a well outside the town. There 
the immersion ceremony takes place, which is washing 
the peerlu in water and removing them from the poles 
on which they were kept mounted from the first day of 
the festival. 

The buthi (curd and cooked rice with condi
ments) brought from· home is offered as fatihahs at 
the river and distributed jn small quantities to as many 
of those assembled as possible. After the immersion 
ceremony, the alums are wrapped in cloth and kept in 
ashur khanahs for 3 days. Though non-vegetarian food 
is prohibited for 3 days, it is observed only for a day 
except by the Shiahs. Sherbath is generally distributed. 
After the third day the a/ams are taken home and kept 
in safe custody for the next Moharram. 

4. Milad-un-Nabi is observed by all Muslims on 
the twelfth day of the month Rabi-ul-Avval in comme
moration of the birth day of Prophet Mohammad as 
also of his death day. 

The story goes that being an orphan, Mohammad 
was fed by Halima, a poor woman, with her milk and 
when he grew up he was tending the sheep along with 
the son of Halima. Even as baby he refused the milk 
from the right breast of Halima which he left it to her 
son. One day Gabriel cut the chest of Mohammad, 
washed the heart with sacred water and prepared him 
to be a Prophet and a reformer of the world. He per
formed penance and got Quran from God through 
Gabriel. He preached that Almighty was one and as a 
consequence had to escape from Mecca to Madina 
where he acquired 330 disciples in the first instance. 
He spread his Gospel, gradually regained Mecca and 
passed away in the year 1775 on the twelfth day of 
Rabi-ul-Avval. On this day food is cooked and after 
fatihahs are read over it, it is distributed to the poor. 
Both in private houses and mosques, meetings are held 
at which the story of the birth, miracles and death of 
the Prophet are recited. They keep awake throughout 
the night and namaz is performed. Quran is recited in 
mosques 'during which period the moustache (often a 
single hair of it and a piece of black blanket) are remo
ved slowly from the box in which they are preserved 
and are shown to the gathering by the Qazi. 
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5. Peer-e-Dastagiri is celebrated on the eleventh 
day of the fourth month i. e" Rabi-us-Sani by the 
Sunnis in honour of the saint Abdul Khadar Jeelani or 
Geelani. His tomb stands at Baghdad and is visited by 
Sunni Muslims and some non-Muslims as well. This 
is an occasion of his birth day celebration. In 
his name a green flag is taken in procession to the 
~ccompaniment of music and is finally erected on a 
platform specially constructed for the purpose in places 
where the Sunnis are in a majority. In other places 
the flag is fixed on a margosa tree near the entrance to 
the place. This is done with the belief that a flag of 
Peer-e-Dastagiri who was a great saint would protect 
the place warding off all epidemics and foul play of 
Satan. Just as in Moharram it is a very happy occasion 
though for a single night. In the rural parts of this 
district it is an interesting sight to witness a vast crowd 
of Hindus with a handful of Muslims moving together 
in a procession with the green flag flying above and 
music playing in front, practically the entire cost being 
contributed by the leading Hindu community of the 
village concerned. In towns, a few orthodox Muslims 
who are educated commence ten days earlier, reading 
the life and other holy books on Islam and conclude 
the festival with poor feeding on a small scale whether 
there is a procession or not. Several miracles are attri
buted to the credit of the great saint. At the earlier 
stages of his life he converted a gang of robbers by tell
ing them how much of money he had with him and 
where he had kept it. When the robbers questioned 
him why he revealed the fact while there was an oppor~ 
tunity to save his money, he replied that normally it 
was a great sin to utter a lie and that it would be a 
greater one in his case as he had promised his mother 
at the time of leave taking and receiving her blessings 
not to utter a lie. The gang of robbers reformed them
selves and became a group of his disciples. In this 
district the festival is more conspicuous in villages than 
in towns. 

6. Shab-e-Barat or Night of Record-This festival 
is held on the night of the fourteenth of the eighth 
month i. e., Shaban and it is believed that the duties of 
the men for the ensuing year are recorded. The whore 
night is spent either in prayer or in recitation of 
Quran in a happy and pleasant mood with illuminations 
and display of fireworks. We find in these celebra
tions the influence of Deepavali celebrations conducted 
by the Hindus with great mirth and joy extravagantly 
indulging in fireworks. This is a common festival 
among Muslims, though the celebration is confined to 
a few Muslim families in towns. 

COMMON CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS 

1. The New Year's Day - The 1st of January is 
celebrated as the New Year's Day by all Christians. 
Celebrations commence an hour or two before the 
actual birth of the New Year. Between 10 and 11 
0' clock on the night of the 31st December of the prece
ding year there is the 'Watch Night' service in churches. 
The function commences with the gistribution of sweets 
to the assembly. A speech is delivered about the clo
sing year. Exactly at 12 0' clock in the midnight a 
speech is delivered ushering in the New Year. Songs 
about the coming year, about the glory of God, in pra
ise of Christ and prayer for His blessings are sung 
individually and in chorus. At about 00.30 hours the 
function concludes by a service and mutual exchange of 
greetings for the New Year by those assembled there. 
At 5.30 hours in the morning of the New Year's Day each 
family conducts service in the house. Prayers are offered 
for the benefits of the previous year and for blessings in 
the ensuing year. After bath and wearing of new clothes, 
greeting cards, gifts and sweets are distribu ted to friends 
and relatives. Church service between 9 and II a. m. 
is attended by all. Dedication of the Biblical names by 
the pastor to the new born babies and special prayers 
for the extension of the Kingdom of Christ brings the 
function to a close. 

At home each family exhibits the greetings and 
gifts such as toys, clothing, sweets etc., received from 
friends and relatives on a table in the well decorated 
hall of the house, cleaned and whitewashed. The day 
is one of rejoicing with choice sweet-meats and non
vegetarian dishes for dinner. 

Besides contributing one tenth of a month's income 
to the church by all devoted Christians, special offer
ings are made to the church for the extension of the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ i. e.; for the mission of con
verting others into Christianity. The exchange of gree
tings is not confined to Christians alone but observed 
by all educated people. The Christians distribute sweets 
to all their Hindu and Muslim friends as well in the 
locality. 

For the recently converted uneducated Harijans of 
the country side, the New year's Day has no special 
significance, unless the concerned pastor undertakes to 
hold the function of dedicating Biblical names to the 
convens here and there during the close of the year. 
In spite of these celebrations, Christians do not attach 
much religious importance to this New Year's Day. 
There is a convention gaining ground both among the 
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Catholics an_d the Protestants that there is no need to 
att'lch importance to 1st January as a New Year's Day. 
It may be observed, as any other Indian does, as the 
first day of the official calendar year. Along with the 
preparation and enjoyment of the time honoured bha~ 
kshyam from the days of forefathers, all the functions 
of thanks giving for the closing year and prayers for 
the New Year etc., can as well be transferred to the 
Telugu New Year's Day by the Andhra, Karnataka and 
Maharashtra Christians now that we are an indepen
dent Nation with a national calendar of our own. 

2. Good Friday - Jesus Christ was crucified in 
Jerusalem by the Jews on Friday and Good Friday is 
celebrated to commemorate the day. It is a part of 
the celebration of the Easter and comes immediately 
before the Easter Sunday, Easter being the most joyous 
of Christian festivals observed ~nnually throughout 
Christendom in commemoration of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ on the first Sunday after the full~moon 
following the vernal equinox.1 Though Easter Sunday 
is the central point in the observance of the events 
connected with Christ's death on a Friday and His res" . 
urrection on a Sunday, the ideal Easter season extends 
from Ash Wednesday the first day of Lent to Whit Sun
day which commemorates the day of Pentecost. This 
period of the Easter cycle may be divided into 3 parts 
(1) The preparatory fast of the forty days of Lent, (2) 
The fifteen days beginning with the Sunday before and 
ending with the Sunday after Easter during which the 
ceremonies of the holy week and the services of the 
Octave of Easter are observed and (3) The Octave of 
Easter during which the newly baptised wear their white 
garments and for the paschal season beginning at Ea· 
ster and lasting till Whit Sunday. In this ·district fast
ing is observed for a week commencing from the 4th 
day preceding Good Friday up to Easter i. e., the Sun
day after Good Friday. This period is known as 'La
mentation period' or 'Passion week'. The religious 
minded elders observe the fast very strictly and engage 
themselves in prayers. On Friday, church service is con
ducted from 11.00 hrs. to 16.00 hrs. when only 7 persons 
speak, the significance being that the Lord spoke only 

seven words from the cross before his death. Each speech 
is preceded and followed by a prayer. No true Christ
ian fails to observe fast atleaston that day. The Sun~ 
day following is Easter. Early in the morning at 5. 00 
hours, all the members of the church start in proce
ssion from the church to an open space preferably 
a grove. There they sing in praise of the Lord after 
which there is a sermon by a learned preacher. By 
7.00 hours they return home and get ready to attend the 
church by 9.00 hours. ~oman Catholics. however, do 
not go in procession but attend their respective chur
ches. have service from 3.00 to 4.00 p. m. as Jesus is 
believed to have been crucified at 3.00 p. m. They ob
servejagarana on the Right of Saturday previous to the 
Easter Sunday which they call 'Easter Vigil'. Immedi
atelyafter the service in the church 'Lord's Supper' is 
observed by those who believe in the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Bread and diluted wine in little quanti
ties representing the flesh and blood of Jesus are taken 
by Christians. New born babies are brought to the 
church and Christened with Biblical names by the pas
tor. Nominally the members of the Christian families 
are baptised as a token of rebirth, affirming their belief 
in Christ. This is done by immersing the Christian in 
the water and taking him out by the pastor or some 
other Church Authority chanting hymns. This is the 
practice with the majority of the Protestants who imm
erse the new convert not particularly in sacred or holy 
water as John, the Baptist baptised for the first time in 
the waters of the river Jordon. It signifies a spiritual 
turning away from sins and the entry into a new and 
purer life. A few of the Protestants and all the Catho
lics sprinkle holy water on the new converts before 
Baptism, after saying prayers over the water before it 
is sprinkled. Feasts are held and consumed in every 
house with friends and relativei. 

3. Christmas is the birth day celebration of Jesus 
Christ. Though 25th is the birth day of Jesus, the cele .. 
bration commences on the night of 23rd December 
with the Christmas Candle Lighting Service. The eve
ning of 24th is called the Christmas Eve and special 
prayers and services are held in churches. In order to 

1 Easter: The day the Christians celebrate Christ'S rising from the dead is called Easter. It always comes off on a Sunday faIl
ing either in March Of in April. The date depends on when the Moon appears in full in those months. However, it can 
never be earlier t~an March, 22nd nor later than April, 25th. 

To many, Easter means the coming of spring. In this season trees give out new leaves; seeds that have rested in the 
ground all winter send up leaves and flowers, moths come out of their cocoons, birds build nests and lay eggs. For hundreds 
of years eggs have signified the awakening of life in spring. Christians colour Easter eggs and give them to their friends as 
a way of saying 'Spring is here' (The Golden book of Encyclopedia-Book V, page 443 by Bertha Moris Parker). 
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keep the children awake on the night of the 24th; the 
parents tell them that Christmas Father visits them with 
presents. This Christmas Father or Santa Claus is an 
imaginary person with a white flowing beard and a red 
snow suit, who is believed to fill the children's stockings 
with Christmas presents by night. The children gene
rally fall asleep by midnight of the Christmas Eve, then 
the parents keep presents like sweets, baloons, toys etc., 
in stockings and keep them under their beds or on the 
tables. In the morning the children are told that 
Christmas Father had come and left them preseDts. 
Even in the church the eldest member is dressed like 
the Christmas Father and is made to wander about in 
the congregations, distributing sweets etc., to the chil
dren from the stockings hung to a bamboo stick on his 
shoulder. On the night of 24th December, the mem
bers of the church, specially youngsters, go around the 
town in groups singing Christmas carolls to wake up 
the Christians and inviting them to Church for the im
portant celebration on 25th morning. Some of the 
Christian families receive such parties and offer them 
sweets and cakes. After the service in the church on 
the morning of the 25th they return home and spend 
the day in merriment, exchanging greetings and inviting 
friends and relatives to participate in the Christmas 
dinner. The well-to-do Protestants prepare the Chri
stmas tree with canes and bamboos and decorate it with 
coloured paper, candles and a variety of coloured bulbs. 

Gifts and greetings received from friends and relatives 
are conspicuously exhibited on the Christmas tree. 

The Roman Catholics do not have the Christmas 
tree but exhibit in a 'crib' (a small hut-like erection) 
the articles of presentations, the statues of Babe Jesus, 
Mother Mary and foster father Joseph. Some figures 
of animals representing the stable are also kept to indi~ 
cate the actual place of the birth of Lord Jesus. 

Christmas is a common festival for all Christians 
in this district, whether rich or poor, in towns or villages. 
The well-to-do in the towns celebrate the festival in the 
manner detailed above. Even the poor on account of 
the close association with the rest in the town observe 
it with equal zeal though they cannot afford the costly 
dinners or exchange of sweets. The Christmas tree is 
a luxury for them. For the uneducated Harijan con
verts of the village, Christmas is, perhaps, a festival. 
Rich feasts of the year are held though they are not 
advanced enough to conceive the idea of a Christmas 
father or a Christmas tree. But the missionaries and 
the local pastors are innovating several methods of con
version on the Christmas day. Processions, singing 
songs in Telugu, door to door personal invitation to one 
and all of the place to take part in the procession, enac
ting of dramas of the life and teachings of several of the 
Christian saints are resorted to, to support their Mission. 



I 
:; 
o 
..c o 
~ 
~ 
OS ., 
.... 
OS 

III 
.... '" Ill., 
t:'E 

[221 

I 

Q) .... 

I o 
." 

I 

, 
Q) .... 



'" ,::2 
_0 
ou'_ 
UbO 
0:= 

...l<> .... 

[23] 

00 . 
<> 
Z 

8 
o 
.:: 
rJl 

..!:! 
's 4) 

.... 
V)O 
-::: 

rJl 
::2 

-0 
c;'bh u·_ 
0-
...l~ 

8 o .:: 
'" ~ 
·S 4) 

.... 
NO --



.,., 

'" ::I _. 0 

~'60 0._ 
0-
...Je 

• ..!. 
<:i ... 

... 
::I 

t"l-
oo~ 

CI) 

Z 

[24] 

00 

.>. 
tIS .... 
S';) s'O 
tIS Q) 
.... 01) 
Oro "0= u._ 

...J;;. 

.~ 

'" ::I 
_'0 
tIS'-u.!:!l 
0-
...J~ 



:l 

'0 
'<1".0 
o:l 
.... 0 

~ 
M .... 

.", 
1U::l 
;0"0 
OQ 
0'-U::t: 
-0 
oj 0 
U·
O~ 

~gt 

'" ::l 

7i.~ 
U._ 
0-
....:I~ 

[25) 



, 
'0 ... 

>. • 

O~rIl 
~og 
~..i '50 

[26] 

., 
08 
Z',;:: 

'" _-g 
0)'-
o.~ 
0-.... ~ 



5~ 
o:lQ) 
~,.c:: "' .... «I'" ;>.-
dO 
'" '" u_ 
~eIS 
do c_ 
co. 
vE 
e~ 

~ . .!. ;>,u 
~oo 
;::::::~«) 

eIS 6 .... 
~E~ 
.... «1 .... 
ot;i 0 
'" 00'" '01::'; 
~_gQ) 
uU; 
I: 00 ell 
.9s:::o 
til ~ '';:: 

,." 
U::;l .... 00 
~.5 ell 
_!:l 
dO 
0'-
Oc<s 

.....lOll 

00 
CI eIS 
elSo:s 
.~ Q 
CZlc<s 

0 6 
o:s.e: 
6.>:i elSc<s 
~....l 

.... 
CZl 

ell 
::s 

"0 
C;'00 
0._ 
0-
,_;j~ 

00 

§].s 
.:: o:l 6 e 
00 ~eIS~ 
§.!:l.:: g_ ~ 
~::::].;:: u 

;>elSeIS-:: 
~.s~ ~~ 
,.c::delS§eIS 
.:!l 6 6 e ~ 
.... 1l d E~ 
~ .... ~.- E 
<.5 dP] 

[27J 

Ere 1l E C: :; 
~~""6~-:: eIS .... eIS 0 g- 0 .... I: C 

'U cd._ ~ 
eIS -5 .... .e: Q) eIS 
~'c~g~t) 
~c:~z-5§' 
g_ c.c .:!l 6 
8b-;;; E v~ 6., 
~.- cu :~~-
l:u--15elS15 
~p'~~ ~-5.a 

C\ 

'u eIS .... • .., Q) 
I:,.c:: < .... 

. . u 
~ .... eIS 
«I'" 
6~ 
60. 
elS 6 _V eIS .... 
EelS .- ;>, ,.c::v uc 

o -

ell 
::s 

_"0 
o:s'-
o.~ 
0-

.....le 

--

J;s C.~ d"O b g 
~elSCZlelS§ooE 

I: oCeelS'" 
~;oeo 6e1S 

_ """ )..,. t;..,. 

0.;>'..2 0..2 6 0 00 
E·~~,!!l ~ E a & 
1~'"O- cd- $-i ~ 0. o.,.c:: 0'-

"' .... ,.c:: 
~ d OO aoo~ Q) ~ 
«IEvelSu~.e:o 
.... 15 ~ gn~ «I;; ~ «I eIS ;>._ ;>.c._ 
.e~~(;~~ ~~ ;>;>V;>V.-:=«I 

N -

Cd !' I C 
Ql}CI) 0· ..... 

.§::: a:; 
§E;>, 0 
o.e ... c 
~~gJ;l 
"0 «I Cd 
]rn~:CI) .... 00 ._ 00 

.5-5 I::~ 
:;no 0:::: 
o ~.- ;> 

S.= c ~ (I) Il...s 0 1:l-5 

.... 
CZl 



'<t -

'" .::1 _0 
CIf'-
O.::!l 
0-
....:I~ 

._ . ... 
00 

.,., -

... 
00 

[28] 

. 
u 
::I 
'0 
c:: o 
u 

~ 
CI! 

~ 
~'§ 
'"'CIf 
00;;-..., 

'" -.g 
CIf'-
().~ 
0-
....:I~ 



.....cO~~CI) 
-"'1+-1'-'0'""' ro ... ro ... ..t::..14 
o~ N 0._ 

.... _::;E:!lE 
S·;: ... ro ro 
ro 0. 0"0 J;i 
;;>< ... I:: c:: 
~ ~ ~ ro 

..t:: 8 Q.-~"O oO"Oc .B 
8";:0\ ~~ ~ 

..c: '" _.ci'..14 ",00 
to:s~_Qru.2 

~.§~~~8 

'" .::1 
>'1:: 0 

"0 ~·il 
'00·
.- Q-
~..141:! 

00 -

, 
U~C:I 2", bI) ro oj 

" ... c<S c::;>,..t:: uro ;::::.- I::C) "," .- ;>, .S:"o ro oj 
v,.os:: ~<"'"l 

C\S~ cd ~ roc:: -.- 8 0 i:;~ e 
.:';" 8..c " roO ros"2ro-5 
88 ";>';::l"ooo 
8"0 0.'" C:: ... . _ ;>," ro od 
ro" 
o~ 

::::: ...... I:: Q)'-ro·- 0 ,,"0 
::.d,s > Q) ................ 

"Ov.l~> 

..... 

(29] 

.~ '0 "0 c<S c<S di Q S c:: >: '" 
Gf.I ~ - '""' ro ._ "0 - .-

E.9.2 t'J rn ~ 0 ~ gb ~ Q ~ ~ 
ro o.ro"",<:: I:: t ro·_ 8 ro S'';::::1l.. +-'tt-. C'J -.. 

~ S S ._ ,,0 c.?..t:: S u ro 
00 oEV I-; -Q,)1.>.,a 
~]~ ro"O ctf ctf ~~ ~~ f;1lJ 
1Jl "';; ~..§ ro"o ~ 0. § ro .90 ~-5 
].;;; 6 ~ ~ c:: -; ~ oj.~:g ~. ~ 
ro .;; ~..::! ro ro:.a - 8.::: ~ 0 ro 
c:: _ 'ro _ ro·- _ a " ro .<::..c: 
§ o."..t:: ~ bI);;-; ro"O 8::; ~ 
..t::E~ol;~'<::E"'rool..l4~ 
C)!l::::::;E~"OC)~ gb8~< ~ 

I 

... ro 
\O~8 
oo..t::" 

~"'; 
'00. 
;:J 

-M 

I , I"'CJ 0 
..::!sro"t 
ro " 8.~.<:: 
E""~- ... 
0~..I42" 
:>-tii..:gS~ 

ro ;>,,, 
.q2"'~rn~ 
" 0.::;E ;>,-

"0 S :t:: 8 
~~-g~ ~ 
olodroroC:: 
==So8~ 
:>- 80. 8·-

. ;:' 
~ 

., 
0. 
8 ., ... 
ro 
S 
ro 
~ 
oj 

"0" = ... roo "0'<:: 
0-
::.d.~ 

... 
~ 

.~ 8 
0" "'-
C;.~ 
_.<:: 
ro-

.::: I:: 

~~ .... 0 
ro~ ...... 
oloO 
",0 
~- v o"'_ 00. 

'" .::1 
-0 ro·-
ubi) 
0:'= 

....l" ... 

6 
'0 

I 



[30] 

., 
-.g ""'_ u.!eJl 
0-
>-l~ 

ell 

g's 
o:q~ 
',.. "" rilZ 
<'l 



.~..!. 
Q):: en 

";;j s:: >::1 
o 6 en'O 
.3 0.5.5 
.• ..;:: S::Il 
o o· 
0'0.0 [i 
O.s::.ebO 
N 0:1 bO«I 

~ 
ii:: 
<Il 
«I 
bIl 
s:: 
«I ... 
:::I 
'0 
S::>. 
&:6 

'" :::I 
,0 

(;i·So 
0·-
0" ,.,J ... .. 

• :::I'"' 
ClSCISs::i::> 
.c.e ClSCIS 
~Ut::;,e 

::s CIS·_ ~ CI) 

s'3 ~"7' ~ 
e-;"EC~ 
~t:tl.aClS,,", 

. 
CIS 
~ 
'" 
b'b(;i 
s:: > CIS·_ 
... -
:::>'" 
'O~ 
c::>. 
P:6 

c:s 
-0 
;:;:: 
8 
0 

..;:: 
'" <> 

·8 
r--

o 
M 

;:;:: 
:::> 
,.,J 
-0( 
E-i 
E-i 
~ 
~ 
~ 
:::> 
,.,J 
,.,J 
:::> rn 

t<i 

. '" C1.l :::I 
"''0 bOs:: s::._ 
8::Il 
_ci 

CIS 0 
0·-
0-
,.,J~ 

8 
«I 
8 
.c 
"'>. ~ ... 
CIS·-_0 
CIS '0 
.e CIS CIS' 
::S8 

'" ::I 
'o:i'.~ 
0._ 

.3'§ 
:!:I CIS 
oos ._ I 

c;!ei::' 
$:.1:::lcd...!.. 
::I 0.. ::I.e 
~cd~~>' 
0::.e"c<S.g 
s:;:g~::s _ 

JsS 
S~ 
.c ClS 
<n'" 
~-5 
~:::> 
_gClS 
0::8 
::Ss 

. 
C1.l ... '" bO C1.l c::-.-

8~·a 
.;:1 

-;;iSS 
0·_ S 
00:;0 

,.,J bO 0 

(;i 
.0. 
..a 
«I'" .- bO CIS CIS :;c;::: 
cn.c 

Z·~ 

'" ::I 
_'0 
CIS·ED 
0._ 
0-
...l~ 

~.~ 81 
ClSCIS>' 
Q ~; • 

s;,O e:a >. 
'o:i~~~CIS 
.c::l~::S'O 
~~- ...... 

'" ... 
:::> 
.c 

CIS 
.~ ... 
::I 
bIl 
CIS z 

CI) 

::I 
_'0 
0::.-
obi) 
0:'::: 
...l1:! 

<'I 

[31] 



'" ~.g 
0;1.-
U.!<!l 
0-
...:I~ 

'" --g 
0;1.-
u.!<!l 
0-
...:I~ 

[32] 

00 .... .... 



8 ",,,, .... = cd 

~ 
N ... 

'''' "'0 
~-g 
=.~ 
8::': 

-= eao 
o·~ 
o"!: 

....:IbO 

;a 
II) 0 

9 ... 
0 0::1 .,..- OOCl) 

'<t~ ~ 
..... '<t - ... 

,.§ 
ea.., ... = eao :;:: .... 

"'''' " " .... :>. 
~s 
'" ... " 
>":;::Cl) 

.,«1 

«I 
~ 
cd 
0. 

"'«I 00 .. ea 
,loiI 
~ 

< 
.,., -

[33] 

9 
II) 

-; _.s. 
<-0 ::I ..... -0 .... ",1! 1"-0::1 
00;.:: 00;::: 

0 ea 
t:l. ~ 

'" to--

'" '" 0 0 
.;.~ _"0 ea·_ 
().~ o.!:!J 
0-;:; 0-

....:I .... ....:I~ 
OSI , , , 
..c:>. 0'" :>. 
-0'" bJ)~"" 

-o::E -w ea 
::I~ 2ea8 Ql Jl....c.o • 
os", -0 ,,~ 

-oj;l.,..c", - ~..-:..>. §t5~~ ~ -;;;agos 
.-._ 0'<:1 

~~~::E;:: ~>..., ... 
, 

S8 .... 
'" " eaOS 

j;l., :;::> ",ea 
'" '" «l ... .0 

8 os .... 
~o 

8 ",S 

'" 1I)..c ... - .. os 
Oea ea .... 
Ql> ~~ 

Js...!. t'- Qj , 
E·; eo ::I Ql 
..c~-oo ... o s:;- 0 9"':; 
Sea = til -s 
8b.g s .... 

0 
,:~.eo = 
~UQlo!:: "' .... 

II) " .- '" :::0. E or: :>-..,2 
... «l._ 8S 

"'>~9 N;::: 
, ... 

.0 
«l 

0 

<~ .... 
0 

'-"'ea "0 
cco. "'0. 
00~8 "'«l 

0'" "0 
til .. ~ 

00 C\ ... -



[34J 

, .... 
::I 

S 
til 

S o 
.;: 
V> ., 
·6 <) 
('lp. 

N 
('l 



, .(35] 

. '" Q):s ... ", 

~05 
8::t: 
-ci 

tIS 0 
(Jo_ 

0-
...:I:' 

QO 



·ON {BI1:lS -

.. 
"'0 
00. .D", e-o 0 
_I'l 
0."0 
00"0 til ,_ 0 

'"'<Q c: 0._ 
..... Q.,I.> 

... 
o 

--

[36J 

en 
::I 

....!O 
0;'-
C).~ 
0-
...l~ 

N -

CIl 

..:5 
0;'-
u.~ 
0-

o-l1:! 

,.!. 
c 
0; 
> e 

;;:;~o 
c::: 
::I~ 
til A 

-.t, 



[37] 

00 

Me 
o<u _ ...... 

I': 

If 

-N 
N 
N 

.'" ":::I 
'Oo'g 
1':.-
8::I: 
-I': 
010 
0·-

3~ 

'"0 
0·-

:::.5 ... 
~ 



til 
::s 

_"0 
"'·60 <.J._ 
0-
....l~ 

.... .... 
'" _ ,,::s 
c 
~ 

~[3g] 

o 
~ 

ogo 
-c 

o o 

'Ill CI)::s 
60] 
t;._ 
-g::x:: 
"_ ci 
"'0 (.J.-
0-
....lgt 



.. 

_a 
010 
<.J.-
0 .... 

....:lgb 

[39] 

IC 00 

'" ::I 
_~O 
CIS'~ 
<.J.~ 
0-
....:l~ 

._ 
.... 

t:Il 



.... 
.~
..... '" ... ...... -
o~ v 
.,~ 

E .... ZO 
'" 8'-",8 
~'" ... • _ 01 

Viz 

8 
'" .... 
gf. 
til 

1,1)'" _os 
-8 

'" IX 

[40] 

. -til 
~ 

'" 8 
8 
'" .... 
<IJ 

at; 
jQ., ... 



, 
,.c:: 

:5 
CIS 
E 
~§ ._ >-
'-til 
~'" 

-;;; 
> 
cl ...., 
'J 

'1" ;>-. 
("I;"':: 

~ 
~ 
r--

[41] 

00 

._ 
'-

tfl 

..... ..... 

... 
~ 

"' E'-
"' 6 
0::"' > ._ CIS 

cl5Z 

6 
"' .... 
"' >-

r--C1S 
10'" 

:l 

~ o 
v ..... 



00 
-gs", 
u ~ ~c 
::l-o::: ~ '" .g a>~ 
!3 ..... 
000 

....:12 

I 'oN [~!l:lS 

'" ::I 
_'0 

'" 'ED 0._ 
0-
....:I~ 

'" ::I 
_"0 "'.-t).~ 
0-
....:I~ 

(42] 

.... 
~ ... 
co 
.~ 
en 

\C .... 

.... 
en 

'" _..g 
",.
o.~ 
0-

....:11: 

'" s·_ ",s 
"CO > ._ '" rnZ 

r-.... 00 ..... 

'" ::I 
_"0 
'" 'On o._ 
0-

....:I::! 



00' I • ~ "0 
>..,::S ~2 ~~ E:(;j~ ~8..g<.i:l<ll '"" '- o:s :;:..c-",~ ; .~'S: 0 ~ 
cFJ v"O ~ 
~;:;-o"3 " ~.~ C (;j I-OO~ ~-'" ,._, 
til CI.l I ~~ -.~.~ 
~.~~ ~ .o::;,._, c:: .,.c 
~o;S-o~ -0 E'- i3 :: C'G_('\S~ 

c: rtS~ d ~e'"8-5..g 
~ 5< e ~ ~c;~~ 
D~g'E ;;~.t~~ 

J:sJJ 
~.o ';: 
~.,c:: e;:; <II 
o;So .... 
~ ~ 
o;S'~J5 
"O_ 
C<IIbIl 
o;S>C "O._ ._ 

oU;; 
::.!i~-o 
._ >."0 ... ,.. ... 
CI.lC_ 

'" :::; 
_" Q e:§ 
Q--.... u: 

. 
~ e 
~ 
e 
o 

I!:: 

[43] 

.~~ S 
6c:: ~.~ ""._-'" .... 
~G)gj~ 
:;ga..a 
-oc::~ ;:_, ._ I 

~"O ~ ~ ..c ., ~..c 2e 1:.6 
R..cN8 
:> ~ .... IU .- ., .... t:I Quo__. 

.... 
CI.l 

'" '" 

'" ::s 
_"0 c:s._ 
u.~ 
0-
~l:! 

.... 
o 

c:: ., 
u 
c:: 
0 
-0 ., 
":;j .... ..c 
2e 
l)"" 
U OJ 

"'>' ':0 .......... 

'" ::s 
_"0 
0:'-
o.;:!) 
0-
~l:! 

.....c:: 
cliO u._ 
o~ 

~~ 

V) 

'" 

Js "'d ~ IU 
"'C:: tjbQ 
-"'~>.oo:s 
O::S 6 ",:::: a"g ; ,in:: 
;>. C. ~ It).~ 

~ ~~;5 
trnVJe 

o;S ::s ., e·_ 
e"~~] 
c;S C':';:S ..... 

~ sC;""" "..c: ... ._ ~.c~.o 
!:il>u;::;~ 



_c:: 
OlO 
t)._ 

0'" 
....l~ 

[44] 

_c:: 
OlO y._ 
c-

..... ~ 

'" ::s 
-0 

C;'bo u._ 
0-

..... ~ 

r--



QO 

o 
c 
£ 
'" 

01 a·OlE 
~OI > .,... ~ 
rnZ 

..... ..... 

[45] 

~C 
roo u·_ 
0-
....l~ 

'" ~.g 
01·-
u.~ 
o~ 

....l~ 

.,.. 

..... 



[461 

UJ" ~_ 

.~ O'~ 

.- ....... 0 

:a:ra ~~ 
~>fI}f/.l r .... ~o 
~~d ~ 

'" ..... 0) 
~ >: 0 .... 
o;r::>. 
So;r:: 
0 .... 0; 
~.-. ..... ;:l'- 0 
O~ .... 
.... -..oOo;U 
~-5.~C; 

'" -OfIJUl U ..... ., . ..::: ............ 
... ..<:: .... 
< bIlO 

I • 
r:= ~= ~~ '00..<:: 0;._., 

2'';::'0 o'a~ E gb ... Q ;:l.9< 00 
''::: ~ 0 • S.~ 
rJl 00- (1)5-

(J.J ~ ~.~ 0; 
8.s:~uo. 

'." '" . ., . ." . '" · ., Q);:l Q);:l Q);:l u::> 0)::> u::> "''0 "''0 "'-0 "''0 "''0 "''0 eIlr:: eIl c bIl C bIl C Cl)c bIl C C._ 1:._ c._ c._ 1:._ c._ 8:t: 8:I: S:I: 8:I: 8:t: 8:I: 
-0 -= -d -c _0 _0 0; 0 0;0 0;0 0;0 0;0 0;0 0·_ o·_ 0·_ 0._ 0'- u·-0'" 0 ..... 0'" 0'" 0 ..... 0-o-lgL ,..l~ o-l~ o-lgb o-lgL o-l:' 

VJ. ' o~ ..... "'..<:: u 0 
....:I ~ ..... o,--
< f+..! CU'-_ 

> 'g 0 E~ ~ 
I' ~ o;r::o.,·,;:: 

1- 00 O..Q ~ 

VJ. 8~.c;"'" -c:i 
~ ro·_o_ "'""' ;:; 
~ Z !3~'~ d 
Cl or:=~_ I 

~ Z C,)o~'_ C\S ::..:: ,_; 

< ; ~tS ,2: ;:J 
X VJ. ~ ~~ ~ \0 ...:l - '0 o_~ <: 
Cl ~ 

.~'O::; ::; E-< 
Z ~ ... < oo1ij .... 

~ ~ ~ -~ u- '" ~ 
~ ~ OOC'-5 ~.~ <: < 0 c c'';::-o c >< C\Sil)tIlc: O <: 

~ .s..t::~ t\S'; on Ci 
Z c ~"''O'" ;:J o fIJ 0- ~ 
~ ~Q) Q)'O 
~ 

dO:: ..c: r:-: 'O~.~ 
~ 
~ 

",Q) 0; 0; ... ., "' ... Q) 
._ ... 

~ ..... cu-5 'Q)O 0;" Q) Q) 0;_ 
0; 'OCbll CI) ..<:: en..Q .a::> 0 ..c.;:l 0 ... 

1ij<: E a 0; 
(;..0"0 ~..o'g 0 ..c 

.5 _o;f-'o 
~ 0;8 - ;;'Q)o ;;'~..o 0 ;;. 0; 2·- c; ;;.._ . 0. 

0;" ~ r:: ~8 ~o.~ ~ Q..~!: Q) 8::> ... 
o;S-o 0; 8'0 ~ u 

't:I 
~~ f~:g 8 cu 0 ",",0 0; 0; E..c: 0; '0 8Q)Q) 8~~(J~ 8 ~ et:frc:: 0;'" '"' 0; ..><: 0 a ..... -'" "'0 0 t! 00= .... co;o; 0; ~ i1 p'.~ ~c1;l ~ 0 o;..c:.-

~ <:~-",.5~ .... Coo....,> 00 

'" '" '" ." ., 
'" ::> ::> 

-"5 ::> ;:l ::> _"0 ·0 _"0 "0 "0 0;'- -;;'biJ 0;'- 0;'- ~'6il ~·bo o .!::!l O._ o.!::!l o.~ 0._ 0._ 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0-o-l~ o-l~ o-l~ o-l~ o-l:! o-l~ 
:lfIJ 1"0 :::, u..c-5 ~ ~0C;;';l ~~-s ._ .... I e . • • 0; :, ~ ~ ~ ~.J:; ::>'"'-000; ""c. OJ) LL. U"<f" 0; OO~~::E;:::~ oo'O-o~;:::.n ",- V)::>::> ..-:.. -0 r::0;:2 Cd ._. .... _:g ..c:>' ..c:.a >. 0; I 0..c:o 

..c:'" '" 
C\SOI~ 

~.:2 >. ~- -",'" -'" '" 0; ~ "ell ........ Il-t..c:.-:E >...<:: ttl ~.;:; C;;-o . '" ~ ...... ""-0 • o;~ 0;~r:Q._~ r::o ~ "oo:t '" _ ton .:::: ..... 
r::OE-<~r::r::_-., 3QE-<~fJC:::2", ,~..! ton ~C) o~...!.. '" 

::> ::>..c:-~", ';cd~C\S1.I'\ til 

~o;lli:>...c:~ SJl~;ii~ .~ g, .... ~C\S~~ ~d ~ Ifl~ ~ ~ OJ._ " cu cd+"" >.:-;.... ~1l't:l-21:-B~~ >''OJ ~;§ cD d:;th~ 2",~2l1c:2-O _g:a-glf-5.'i~'t:I 0.-0 "'..c:'_ '" 0. OJ 
f:g1ij!:..~~~N c::<: 'C<i-o ~..<::<:u Il-t-o~~ .... _N lJ,. cO..o ell'" UN il<-o"',_, .... - N ..... '-' .... >-o't:lO,-,,'C 

< .... 
~ :§-; 
VJ. ;;. ..... -o t; ~ 

Q)~ 
8 ... 
ZO 

... >. 
"'-0·_ 

;C) 
0) 

c r::
n 

r:: 
a·2 ~ 
o~ 0 ~ 

t!::rZif-l 
Q) >. (3 Uo; 
~Z "'.-.- o:s 
Q~ 

.,., 

. 
~ ~ '" OJ .... · "'~ ~~ ",'" 

'" '" ..c: .... .s~ ..Q ~ v; 
~_ 

~.- ~.- .... "" ",._ 
LL. ;;..r:: ;;...c: ;;...c: ;;...c: OJ ",-0 OJu ""-0 ",,'0 a 0; -00 -0 0 't:IO -oU a '" "" 

",,,,, 

"''''' "'~'" 8 E·::: '" E·::: S.2: a·- .... 0; 
~ ",-0 ",-0 "''t:I OJ '0 '" ..><: 

oz~ OZ ~ '"''''", ... "' ..... c:: 'i:~ ~Z .. ~Z~ < 00;;. 
."'=' ..... • -0- . ... . ..... 8 ..... c: . .-~~~ ta "'''' .... '" -0 :; 

0; -0 .... 00 "'0 ..... ~0l3 ;:.,"'() ~15~ 8 • <7i M 5ll ~ .... () '0 .... ~o ..... ~ CCi cu '0 .. t<S <U ",,'0 i;' ;:J ;:., >. ;:J,,>' ;:J .... >. ;:J >. >. '" ~ Gtc:~Cd=",o 8.0..0 s..o..o >'..0 8..0 ..0 ..s::.2t<S~0;;:J s..o 's ~~~ ~.Q~ 0>'>' 2~~ ; ~~:= 8 .... -- an .~ Sl:;:Ui~~ 0 .... -... ... -- tt--t:: ~~~ "' ....... {Il~~ '" .... OJ 
_0

00 ~t:~tdec!: 
""",0; .,Ojo. ~ ri 0. := 0.0.-", :=0.0...><: ::: 0. ..ItC -'" '§.':-o~ ::>>. 

~..c:s-gci a.~"O ~ S.;:: -0 ~ e.;:;ft'O ;: 0'" 

~'61a ~ ..0'0 r:: - '" 0 0'-N.:::C:: c.... -._ C;.. N._ r:: ... 
<:;:J 'C~Il-t..><: . .;:: 8 ~ ODd_ M. bl}~_ ttl CQd .... 

'Oa--o Q) I 
C)jg~r:: I 
g-g::: ~ N 

''::: 0;> Eo< 0; .... o . 0 00 
o-lZ 

'0, 
~ "'<::: . .;;-

'" 
. ~Q~ E o:s 

.;:: 
'0 

0: os ... os c: ~'- ~ (I:j boO 8 8 os 0.0.-,- ., 
C)~ >. ,,-...c\s ,_,-

8 og <S8 r:Q'" :e~o] Q.. oo:t ~ 0) 'C ~ 0 .... '" ~.~~ ~ll ~ CO~_Oe MOO N 0.::: N .... _ N::>SC:: 0: 
a:~ 

.. ", "'::> ::>- ..c:",Oj", -'" ::"::0. ~o. ~i1 E-<..s::a~ '" -'ONIUP:lS :£ I' co '" 0 -.... N N 



_I': 
ro 0 u·-
o~ 

....l~ 

~ 

~ 
'"0 
C 
::l 

"'OIl '" .... 
"0 
c.:l 

'" ::l 
"'::0 
~.~ 

{) .~ 
0-

...:.ll:! 

'" N 

[47] 

00 
N 

~ 
;... 
~ 

'"0 
::> 
e o .... 
'-

'" '" 
Eo;:: 
",.;n 

o 
'" 



(48] 

..., 
. ..., 

-d 
ojo 
C)._ 
0'" 

..... g!. 

rJl 
::> 

·0 
-;;'i;l) 
u._ 
0-

..... ~ 

2 
'-
<Il 

~ 

's .p': 
l"eil 
_«$ 
::> .... 
O~ 
.0'0 
<:::> 

'o 

<Il 
::> 

"':0 
oj'_ 
u.::!l 
0-

..... ~ 



[49] 

-s:: 
«10 
0._ 
0-

....:I!.1, 

.. 
:s 

_"0 
«1'-
Y.~ 
o~ 

..4~ 

-"<t 

... 
U:s 
"''0 OIls:: s::._ 
8::r: 

. 
~ 
Z 

~ 
> 

Z 
«I 

~ 
~ 

~·s 



'" :lo 
'0 

~'bD <J._ 
0-
..:I~ 

.:.s 
~ 
~ 

coB 
O\~ 

1:: ._ ... 
"::::lo 
Ut:: 

[50] 

.~ 

'" ::s 
'0 

';i'SO 
<J._ 
0-
..:I~ 

I ..s 
'0 
;:> 
e o 

r!:: 

'" o 
~';' <J._ 
0-
..:I~ 

~ 
",0 
~O 

'" t:: II) 

:E= 
U~ 
N 



'" ::l 
~~o 
~.-o.!:!l 
0-
...l1:! 

10 

[51] 



.... 
:§_ 

CIl ..... > 
0 0

'::: v 
0'" 
8~ 
CIl .. 
Zo 

.... 
~ .... 
Q o a.. 

'" :3 
_~O 

CIl
o

-Uo~ 
0-
.....I~ 

;:I 
'0 
;:I 

8 
CIl 

011 
-0) 

~ 
Z 

(52) 

0;:: 
00 



r-- 00 

[53] 

.... .... 



[54] 

'" ":;j 
~.§ 
-.c 

U 

'" ::I 
_"0 
",.~ 

o.~ 
0-
o-l~ 



ISS] 

00 
o - -- N -



[56] 

8 
<I) 

0; 
0. 

-~ r-- .... 
:I o 
o 
\0 - r-..... 00 -



~ 
<II e 
6 
<11;:::1 ... ~ 11):: 
-0. 
0:: 
Q.,~ 

(57} 

:: 
"0 
<II g. 
.... 

1'-<11 
0>-

-8 
o 
v.I 



... ... 

[58 J 

'''' 0::1 
b"n-g 
t::._ 

8ll 
-I: 
<110 t)._ 

3i 

.!'!l 

!3 
<II ... 
<II 

\0:>
",<II 

"0 
o 

..c:: 
U 



[59] 

00 o N - .., -



[60) 

. 
, I ::> -"'",- '0 -ca ·3 O'~ ::<:'0> ._ ....... 0 

<1J<1J -._ u ",-'" ·u.~ Cc.-.. 
C;~C14 cd > CI.:IC/j 

IJ.. u ,.<:;.0"'4> 
T~ ii E S d..2 ~ ~ 
",._,.t:: '" ~8~:=: 
~ .. O~ ",--"t) u._ > ....... 

~ ~~ tn "'J:: 
8 "'--8"'2 ~..2 <1J';: 

~~'" o 6.~_S ......... . :)-- 0 
2~:: 0 

0 ,.c."''''<Il , ., ",-'0 ~5·EC; "''0 .... 
0\ vc::> ~CCIJ -OtIJCI.I ::c '" '" .oo:s-.g:~ 5 ~8 ~ ~g ... ,.<:; ... 

"'0 0 "'0 0 < 0.00 il-l .... o il-l_o 

~ t= ~t:'-. . '" .'" '''' '<11 '", .'" "'::l 11)= <Il= 0::> <1J::> 11)= "0 0 ~ ~'-.2 "''0 .... '0 .... "<:1 '-" 1-'0 "'"<:1 2'= .... 0'-::: ~ 0Il1=l bile 0.0 .. ~c:: bll e ",ro0o.CA 
t:: __ gp_S c __ 1::: __ c __ 
8::c 8::C 8::c 0--

8::t E Of)... :::Sou Q() 8::c (.j:I: 
-- ~ 0 .6--

-~ -= -0 t;i eQ- Q) E t: -0 -::: -I: 
JJJ = "'-~ 0 '" "'0 "'0 "'0 "'0 '" 0 o:so (.j.- (.j.- (.j._ (.j-_ u·_ 8£~<JA 0- u·_ 

o~ 0- 0- 0 .... .... ~ 0- .... §h ...l~ ...l~ .... gb ...lOll 

• (1) "0 ~ . <1J ., 
fIl ~-SB 0 ~ •• 8 J::'O Q/) 

~ 8 
til 0 c=. ..... B", <1J '" "<:1 (.j ... 

'" _~o..<: <1J c: .9 < r..,..,. GJ .-_ '" ellA 0 "<:101:::~o:l ..>II '" .!:: ~"<:1 t:: "'A t58 ;> s:: c ::: ",.::: t- '" S ~ sg~ S·_ .; 
E::: ~.8 8-5 Wj ::: .... ,.<:; S.;: '" ~6 0 6 =", 'Q/) e "!::i '" ~6 "'t: fIl S-c..c:: .... ,.<:;", .... 

OIl ~ -<? 6 ....- os '" A. __ 
i:: UiS: ~ 

~~"'E~ "'~ "'- ~ ~ Z't~'~ ::> ~~ d 
._ '" -_ ... .- o,g '" OIl 0", .;;: 
... '" tI~ ."""" rI.l> ... '" ;;>o.._..>IIro 0..-_ LlJv.l rI.l 

~ 
rI.lOO 

)ooj 
c:::! 8 S.!::-.... Z .. ';;;~ ~ ;;J < os os -_ .J 

'" <Il (JUQJ-

'" '" '" ~ q::;u..c::~ '" <: = en = = =" = .... r./l '2 0 --. ~ _'0 -,g '0 "':0 _:-o '0 c:::! IX .~-g.£ 0 "'-_ ro-- C;;'5D ~:§ ro'- <;·So .... (.j-~ o.?9 (j.- u.::Jl (j.-Z < rI.l", ~ 0- 0- 0- 0- 0- 0-
~ ~ ;:J .... ~ .J~ ,_j~ .... e .... ~ ...ll:! 
c.. 0- !3 ~ 

~ -o-5~.'" ;:J ~os . 0 .. . o c: • '" . ",Js Q., .... -<1J .- - 0 '" e "5 .0 -( 0 C ';::"<:1 c: Q ~15 • ::s I .,:, -6 il. o <1J .... ..c:: 0"'::2; "'....:. ... > "'c"'=o Z ~.~ g-~ ~ .... ~ A.~ -~..._.,-.....-~ -;.;;;~ :;;21: 
~ ..c ] r2 Q '= ." < C') <llrI.l 0::2; =",< ""0 s<:'" J.. on.,s::::..c::c CQ "l I ,.<:; tJ Q~ .... "<:1~ rI.l .... I :::.0 I .... ~ Cl.D '" a..~,; '0;;>' Z ~ =~cu"'" oj "<:1,.<:; 

._ Co'} g ~ "'d ::g ,-:.. Ul ~;; ~~ U '" a . '" roil 
0", 0-;:; = ..... ..t: .......... tI.!; .... "'"u ';:; fA.E~~;!"~ s:a:::;2;., ::2;~ .... ..c:'O ~ 5"0 '5 ~., ~ ,;~~ 2 8 ~ ';; a a -- ~ ~ u ;.... C'CS 1 ~ ro 0.0-=";>.;>, 

:E "' .... ,.; =o-gosSc::'O c'iS..c:-5-g:g'O ~t:.lc::.,-~ c.-o"_';.... til 
'O~~ ..c::~::2;A'O c:: <1J..c::::;s---6 0'0 ~..c:ojoj'O ... =.- 0.'0 

roil 
... 0.:: w:l"i:":'; 0\ u"O._.:-;::: ....... o ;>,U._.:;: "'..., Ir\ O .... u ... OS ...... 1r\ u~~ ..... IJ..rIlS<:.,., 

~ 
b 

I 'e -( ... .0 ~ ~ 

~ :§'2 ~ ~ «i ::<: "'~'" ;.. ""E .t:: ;;0 ~ '" rJ1 '_.- >..c:: u .... 
«i s_ ... 0;;; "<t ~<Il >< 0:1 .~ a en 

u~ 
", ... 

-r:: 8 >:::1 e u><II..c:: ""8 
~P:)S ~"5 8 cuZ .... ~'" S ... = ~os :::lO:l ojA ~ 

-;._.O > ZO ::;6~ .... '" c::c:> Eo "':::I ::2;'5 ~ tl5Z "'''l''' .;:.:; ~ ~~ -A ..c:: is: '" .... 0 0 0 o ... ..c:: 
Cl::<: u"'.;: 0...0"<:1 p.,_ N ........ 

'" .... 
b .;g 8 "<:1'c:t -b c<I ~VJc§-g "'._ 

~ "' .... ;U m]~.D 2"<:1 
• :::=0 tlDC ..>II ."> ]~].= cc Q) " 8 ~ oj ~.;:: co - t\$ro:::: ._ 0:1 

=~c: :.::: .... ~ >.._ g ~:::'-'cdC'd oj':;:: E os !-<,z;E13 ~ S ~iil"<:1 e';:: ~ I E ... ,o ", ... :':::SJlE-<,z; ~.;go~ 
§~o~~ oj "' ... 0"'0 .., ~r-E c~ ~ .!_r--=6;>, ErIl<!:: .... 8::;@»28 ~V5~ 0;',,,,.0 c!=~-]1 El-o' 61_~ '8~ ::> .'0 0 oj 

~ d ~ '""' o bIl", '-

8 ~?> E~~~~ '" '-"<:1 '" "" .:: '0 .S E $' » oDc<ll:::- = ~:::: = 
~~ g::<: ~ C::O"'2lN..>II ~e:.::: ",.; £~6~ C lZl-_ .0 :::is: ~"E-<lZlN:::l e... Sl: r; '" ~;>, .... ""- <>6 "<:1 ~~8~~ ._ 0::: 00"<:1 :Pi '; e '0 c ~::Sc. ..- S ... E "Et: 00:: 1:::;:: ° .... '0 c:: c::<; 0 6 .... gE;~ :: ~.g~~ ::10'<1<11'" olt!:~a~ o 0-';: co E! I' ..>II .:: '0 A 0. 

<I)<1J 
'OS :::l 

f.; 0",- '0 
~ Uc~1'l cu ... 0- = -a 0 ='O~El:t'I = '" "0 = "<:1 .... 

'" ..c:: 0=:::: 0 0 00 
o~ .;:: "" > E-< = $~ c:: C'),.<:; 

~ .... 0.0 N';;'; "'~E 1':;8 00 0 0\'" ... \OZ: Et': "'> 
6 oD<u .... z '" oj 

Q = c-O Z 0:: A 
._ Q 

lZlA 
'uN 11?!J~S '" r- oo ~ ~ .... 



01 
S Q 

Sbll 
0101 
.... S 
~.-
OQ 
~I:: 

-N 
N 
N 

~ 
~ .... 

..:::: 
"'0 
Q 

.t 
"'0 

Z~ 

(61 ] 

_I:l 
.:so 
U·-
0'" 
...l~ 

., 
:::I 

'0 -;·CiJ 
U._ 
0-
...l~ 

0» ., ... 
-Q 
01> 

Q 



'oN rep3S -

-... 

8", 
0" ... u .... -
'O~ 
c::o. 
~ ... 
_0 
<11<11 u-o.::a 

....;1-0 

o 
'" 

[62) 

M .., 



f:l 
.0 

C;;·co 
u·_ 
0-
..:I~ 

[63] 

~ 
0-

~.§ 

~~ ... 
::l 

-8 N:O 
S8 Vl::l 
~~ -" 
00 0-
<'I <'I 

'" • ::l 
00 
~.-
.l>I:.~ .... --.., .., ... 
'1:1 • 

~~ 

... 
::: 

<'1-.,,-
-~ 

~ 

-= "'0 u·_ 
0-
..:I~ 



N ... 

.... 
fIl 

[641 

,'" 
... :l 
... "0 
l:>llC 
C·-
0:Z: 
(j • 
_I'l 
0:10 
(jo_ 

O~ 
.. ll:>ll 

'" :l 
"":0 
0:1

0

-uo:!!l 
0-
>-II:! 

'" :l 
":0 0:I

0

_ 

u.~ 
0-
>-II:! 



00 

.'" <>::1 
.... '0 

~0!3 
8::c 
_ci 
..sO 
0

0

-0-
...lgL 

[65] 

_s::: 
<Uo 
0 0

-0-
...l~ 

'" ::I 

';o~ 
00_ 
0-
...l~ 

~ 
<I) 

.,...<11 
r-- 0-

<I) 

.l<i 

.l<i .... 
"'::I 
N'O 

'" ::I 
-!'o ..s0-
Oo~ 
0-
...l~ 

!3 ..s .... 
..s 

r--~ 
8 ..s o 



[66] 

, '" 
"::I 
"''0 
~oE 
8::z: 

'" _"'6 <e
0

_ 

u.~ 
0-
....l~ 



-I: 
<'10 
0°
o~ 

..... ~ 

o - ..... ..... 

'" -.g 
<'1°-
Oo~ 
0-

..... ~ 

(67] 

'" -.g 
<'1°-
(.J.~ 
0-
...l~ 

M ..... 
..,. 
..... 

S 
<'I 

_tlIl 
..,.1: 

<'I 
[/) 



[68] 

-c:: roo 
0._ 
0-.... gt 

'" ::l 
-0 

~·bo 
(J._ 
0-.... ~ 

00 



'" ::I 
·0 

";';' 
0._ 
0-

...J2:! 

o 
'" -'" 

[69] 

GO 
::I 

_00 
os·-
o.!:!! 
0-

...J1:! 



[70] 

til 
::I 

.0 
";'60 
u·_ 
0-
>-l~ 



:a 
'" ... 
t1l 
C 
t1l 
;> 
t1l .s:: 

p::) 

'" :::I 
_"0 oso-
<.Jo!!!! 
0-
...l~ 

. 
i= 

00 
<'I 

PI] 

.'" 0::1 

~1! C
o

_ 

8::z:: _c 
oso <.Jo_ 
0-

...l!li. 

-.... 



[72] 

.!!! 



::: 
'0 
<tI 
C. 

00'-

oo~ 
<tI 
:( 

-1'1 
<tIO 
(j.-

0'" 
...ltl!, 

{73J 

rIl 
::: 

_"0 
oj'-
U.S:!! 
0-
...l~ 



[74 ] 

... c:: 
'" ., 00 III '" .. .. .. "' III r/}'~v >. I I I ~ 
;;.., ;;.., I I ~ ;;.., ~ >. '" I >. I '" CIS <11 <11 '" '" 0:1 ;;.., .... '0 0 0 0 "0 "C:l 0 0 "0 "0 "Q "Q '0 0 "0 0 <11'" "0 "0 '0 "0 

~ 
'0 "0 - "0 "0 QCI. ::;: I I I I ::;: I I ::;: ::;: ::;: :;;: ::;: I ::;: I 0 

..cl ..cl ..cl 
(/) ., 

VJ ca ca c '-
'0 '0 c:: 0 "0 c:: c:: c: c:: en'" Q Q c:: £ £ g £ £ <11 <11 a~ 0:: I '5 c:: I I c:: = 5 0 I :I :; 5 ~.Ef1'1 0 0 0 0 

'0 '0 £ B a '0 '0 a E E a 
,_ '" 

:;:: c:::1 I I '5 :3 I I "0 00 ,_ .£l :I "0 c:: '0 '0 "0 
Iio;;l 0:: 8 8 8 c:: 

<11 c:: c:: c:: ::E CIS <11 <11 <11 .... en '" en Jl VJ ., 
'" '" '" ., ., ~ .., Q <1> II) <1> <1> .., II) 2 <1> <J Z :0 :0 :0 ::0 :0 :0 :0 ::0 .£l :0 c:: ::c c:: <11 ~ CIS !:! .s CIS CIS 0:: 0:: '" ;s 3 -< os u os ~ 

., v v <> v ., 3 <1> 

== 
co co co co co co co co OIl '5 co :I ., 

~ 
., <1> U ~ <1> ., 

" " II) 

~ 
<)j ::E 00 ~ ;> ;> ;> ~ ;> ;:l ;> ;> ;> 

~ 
;> ;> > .... 

;:J ~ ;:l ~ ~ ~ ~ .... ~ ;:l .... ~ ;:J ~ « ~ 8 ;:J ;:J Z « ~ « !-I ~ .... ~ ;:l « >< < !-I < !-I ..... ~ < !-I < < .... !-I !-I a: « !-I !-I !-I 
~ IZl ..cl f;IiI f;IiI .... !-I a: .... a: ~ a: a: ~ a: ..... Z <J ~ a: ;:J - a: ;:l ~ :E-g 0 ;:J a: < ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ Q ;;J !-I ;:J ~ < "" ;:J Q.c ~ Q~ ~ ;;J ~ < ~ <I: ... ..... 

Q Q.c f;IiI ~ ~ ~ < ~ « z -< 
,_ 0 

z z a: < z -< <1>_ ;;J 
~ Q ~ 01)", 

rIl ~ ;:J ~ « O::'~ 
:.d ::::;;.., 

~ '-"C:l 

0 >C::N 
-01 
c::..r:: 

~ ~'" ... 
00 0'" ... ';0 ';:: .... 1-4 

[:-<0 os II) 
0:: .... '00 :I ... 

II) CI. :I ... ..:.: ~ '-u .... .. CI. ::;J ";;j ... ..:.: 0:1 ';0 ::::I I 0":': 0 I 6 I I ::::I .. 
"C:l ..:.: :I o:l >. I "0 0 11) ..... 

~ 
0 0 0 '0 .2 'd 

0:1 
Q CI. E 0:1 '0 0 c:: "0 Sol '0 "0 '0 '0 :I "3 "0 
<)j CIS "0 '" "0 Q I ",8 I I I I Z '" ;> ~ < ;:J I ~ Z 

Z Cl t:Il [:-< ~ 

... 
II) 

..:.: .... 
OJ ;:g ... 
II) II) 

:0 ..14 .. .. n '" .... " .., ::E 0 ..:.: bIl .... u II) ... '" :0 II) 

~ > ... ... ... ., ..:.: '" II) II) ... ... .... ;;.., ;a V 
Q ..:.: ..:.: Q II) ..:.: '0 ..:.: ..:.: ... OJ''C:l 

OJ "tI 01) .... .... .... ... ..:.: .... .... II) ac::- 0 ., 
~ 

<11 '" ... '" <1> .... .. 
'" ... CIS ..:.: '" ~ 

.... ::E ~ II) ::E ..:.: <11 II) 

~ 
OJ ~ ~ 

... ..cl 
'0 '" ..:.: I ... ;:g ..14 ..:.: 0", ... ,0 -; .... -a .... 0 6 "<;; '" .... .... (J ::E I., ..14 :I ,0 ., 01 ;:g .... '" u '" :0 8 :; ..:.: ::s CI. CI. CI. ::E "C:l '0 ;;.., :I ~ :0 ~ c:: '" t:Il 'u <11 'u I I <11 .... ..:.: g CIS g <11 ;:g (;j ·c ..c:: 'a ~ .g ;::s '" ~ ";;j v z 0 15 CI. 8 II) co .!!!l '0 ;::s :::I '0; 1:1 .; co <1> ::::I 
~ < ~ '" ;:g <11 <11 

-< Q ;:g '" ;:g al t:Il Q a.. a: Q > > 



~ 
0 
~ 
e---~ 
~ 
~ 

~ I 
"0 .g 
< I 

..c: 
'" td 

'" '" ... I': 

:0 '" 
'" 

c 
t; 9 
011 E .. 

;;.- ::E 

. _ 
~ , 
;:.- 0 
01 '" ::.d I 

t; 
~ 

~ ... 
:0 os 
io ... ... 
~ ~ C<$ 

0; ~ 
0-
'0 CI g 'a 
:::I :::I 

~ ~ 

~ 
0 
~ 
-( 

'"' i:Ii: 
0 ;;.-
0 
~ 

[75] 

'" ~ I I 
"000 

< l' I' 

GO ... 
:0 
'" I , 
<> 0 0 
011 "0 '" '" 

, 1 
;;.-

a 
'" ~ 
0-

;.a 
'" ... ... :::I ... 

'" :::I ... :a ;:.- .2 ..>I 
0 (.) :::I .. 

::.d < :::I ~ 
(.) 

~ 

'"' 
"5 

'" is ~ 
0 '" 
'" 

:§ 
c .S '" '" ;a .!':? 
0 ""0 

p... C 

'" .5 ..c: 
'" '" :>. <> :iii ..>I ... '" '" ... 

a ~ 
0 0 
I': C ... ... ... ... 
C<$ C<$ 

'" ... ... ... .... ... ... '" ..>I ..c: ..d ... .... .... 
C<$ 0) 

::E ..>I ,...; N ... ... ... C<$ 

'" :0 ~ J. N 

'" '" ~ <> ~ ... 
l>ll 011 'a '0 
j:Q ~ 0 z 



[76 ] 

'0 ~ 'fJ . '" I .... I I 

",!l '" 
.., .... ._ '" 

~ 0-

'" .... .... '" 0..., e.g 
"'''' ... 0 ;:;lOll .- Q 

",'" B .... U.., 
.., '0 

"'8 . ::: 
~ ... 

0 
.... ..<: :a "'OIl ...... '0. 8 '0. 'g '" "'''' .c", 

~~ 
3:'" .., 8 • 

",' "'~E "',... e 0'" .- ., .; '" ~ 
0.'0 "" 1: .coo'" ~E 

'0 
u)5 

0:1 0:1 
.~ 

e",e t:Ilfi '00 ",a 3: ouo '" ";-u .. 
.c ,... '" '" ::a u"_ ",' '" 
8"0 - '" 0 'o.aS' -'" '" '" '0 

0"'5 '" .... 'Vi c II) r;s'" 
on 

... 
0~8 E 

CI _ ..... .,;", 0 
o ._ 

,,",..9_ .., .... 
U 

.. 0":': 

:i = - .. 0_ 
1Zl .. ..c:: .. ~ "'~ 

",oos ._- as 

6-0. -r;:; C 0= :; • .!!l C. a'O .... COl 
'0 ... .2 8 C ... 1-0'- ...... "'- "'. - '" > 
'0 

.., '" 
.... 'r-'_ '00 

.!: u·_ 
;'" c 

__ .,; 0 
0'0 ... Qed g 

'" e-- .! 6 .-S! 0 os ... . ..... 
'" 

:;::oS _'0 ..<: .... t:IlC ::: "''''0 

~'" ",a~ ",0 i.§ ~ ,...'" '" EEV'J 
.~ E~3 

-0 '" 0'0 '" 
Olt:Il " .... 0" .,;0 '" 0:10 .... 

... "-0 a,... '" ~a; ~~ 
-;0 -..:0 

.; '" .; .; QJ" 0."" 

-< i:.9 .~ 'Ou Ol 0 d .; .,; 
~ "'uoo .,;.,; > ., .. ~ -0 ~g~ ., 

:1"~ 
... '0 '0 

- as o:I~ 
-:; ~~; 

",' 8'0 .,; :i ",' 
.- .., OC OJ 

~ C'O ., ~ ~ ~",,:,: ~ c'" § C '" 
-r;:; :;::0.:; -5a -5 -;;; -;;; -r;:; 

._ ~ fIl -;;; "'Q 
IJ.JtIJ-

~..9 cd '" 
",,,,,,, .<=:"'C 

.,; ... C C Q Q 2~.o~ c 0 ... 
.., 

-~<I) ... <I) '0 '" .....: '" ~ 
.., .., i .., 

'" g-s '" @-a 
; '5;4) "'- o • '" ;::l 

... ;; ;; .:s"'''' ; ::: .... ~~ 
"'0 0 -:; ;::l ... 0>' 0 ... '" 

.,; (Ij .. ..Q~ ~u r,lo .,; .,; .,; '" .,; .- 0 '" .", • 0. 0. 

'" 
.., "'0- "'''' vr ] ,,;'8 

0 <I) -as .., .., .., . E 
.., .., ., Ol .., 

~.<=: • 
.., 

.£r.tf '" 
:0 :o~.o :0 :0 00" - '" ~ :0 :0 ~ :0 :0 .0.0 .0 o.~ .0.., :0 .0 "'--

I<! as"" • '" "'..:.: ~a 
.., 

'" '" as ~~ c '" "' ... '" ~ 
as c·-

-:; -;;,g ~ as _0 ... -:; -:; ~ ~ ~ -:; -'(3 ~ 
0:10 "'0 3: "'.,;'" -;:;l"" 

~ti£ '" ~:aB 
~ ~ 0.8 ~ ~.o ~() rI.l IJ.l ~ "" ~ ~",e ~ IJ.l 

e e I I ~e ,... oS '" 
8 0:1 tC -; 3: ... .<=:'" >. 

~.~ > > 0 '" 
as -.. a 

'" «I '" -; ,... -::: .., 3: "'as 
C'" 3: .'" I'" a t;; c~ '" c'" '" '" 
<'<1"''0 '" os.<=: "'..<: 

,... C ~C; 
.., "'..: 

,... ,... C 3: 
.... Ol u oS ....... 

~o e '" 
.., 

,.:~ 00- aa SS '" ~a 
aso '" ~ p.. 2_::: .:; 0 .c: 

'-.g - ... '" "" 
... - "'ttl 

-!,..-~ oS ~e ~S '" ... - ",,,, 
'" E "'''' '0 ",,,, 

~ 
... oS '" "' .. :::: .. 3:> 

~ p., i~ P:::.<=: os '" > 
~-5 Q 10 ~.<=: "'.= .. "" -0 

oo'_ "'''' 
",,,, 

"" ... '" 
'" c'" g~ '" '" 

'0 .....-p.. <eli> -- '" "'''' ",,,, <e 
,,,,,,, 

til -'::;a g '-> os"" ... So 
oS '" ._.", ....... '-''': .... ..<: '0'= 

> ~ 
..:.: ..c:.c:Q ;,CQ oS_ .- -;:: '=- .= -- ,... -;: p.. -5O,CQ "'- oS'" c-

:l~O ",- .. =13 
.... 0 3: 0 ..c: 

~ < .... '" c~ ->. ..:.:,... ~'" ... at; ~ .0'" .c -,... "',... .gs os 00 

GJ .,.d.- c-_ ~e .!a "'> '" asc .... '" > '" "'''' ea £oa '" a -0; t:IlS ..,-_ .. .. -_ .... @ ~ "'..c: ~.c: o.<=: 
X ..c::.t:: ..,- -", -- '" ":':0 '" .,t; ., "'''' 

.... 
~ E:-<~ ..c:'" 0::c: 

Q)", 0'" > ~'.= > .., >'" "'''' ..<:::C: 
... ", ",'" Q) -'" 

~ u~ Q)::c: ~~ til til 
... OJ >- -_ '" .::: ~ '" ... ~~ OJ Q) ... 

Q ~ ~'" Z'" <eE:-< >p.. rI.l .... rI.l", E--<", >,CQ >- >,CQ 

Z 0 :::I ... -
r.;l '0 0 Q) 

~ E-4 .., '" ... e 
.... '0 "'0. ~a 

~ 00 ..,- e ;ga '" e 
< .... ,<=:Q) '" 

e", .= 
~ ~..<: .... t:s'" "' .... Q) ttl 

0 ail ..c: 0 .... 
s::I.~ 0. ;::l~ - .... oS 0 

::c: ... oS ",a "':::I c 0. 0 

.0 ..c:", ..2 '0- c." '" '0 :::I ~ 
0-- .q- e 0 

~~ 
",'" -- ;::l ;::l .<=: .... '" 

t:~ 
... -; 0.8-

'Ot:Il ..:.: '0 '" 0 -; E 

'" 
0 C oS '" 0. 0 

Q)o a .., a ., 0 0. "'en :.;;:-= <U '" ... Q) ... '0 0. :::I 

I0Il.= .... -50. 
0 e", C 0 ... 0 0. a 00 

~- '" .2 a '0 ",0 00 c - c .2 -:; '" 
04 

-_ .... .,; SS :::.c:Q c '" ;a s::I 
oS :a !:: 

" 
0 -:::I '" 00 <:i <:i 0 

;; '" .<=: O..c: 0 "'''' ~'O 0 OJ '" os 

Z C!:l ~~ ::E '" z Z E:-< ~E:-< .... p., z z ~ z ~ 

... ._ .. 
~ - .... .... 0 ~ 

-50 

e 
Q) 

:::I 'co -;:: I I I ..:.: Q) , os 
:::I .. 0. ..:.: '" -50 0 0 0 0 .... 0 0. ~ 
~.., :::I .2 

.... '0 _g ... 
E '" 

,... 'a :a 
'0 '0 '0 "? :::I ..:.: --

> a '" I I I C 
0 ;; '3 '0 '" ~ 

;; '3 
e '0 

~ Z < :::> ~ 
0 z 

Q) ° rI.l p., rI.l >- p., 

c 
_S! '" .. '" '" '" '" '" '" '" ~ '" .. en 

OJ N >. ,... ,... >. >. >. >. .... ,... .... ~ >. ,... ,.., ;.., 

'" oS '" '" o:s '" '" '" '" '" '" oS '" '" '" .... '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 '" '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 '0 
0 
0 - ~ r- IO .., N - N N .., - .- r- N '<I' -

>. 
' .... -= oS 0 

;::l ... 
.... .... '" 0 .0 ::E 
'0 .... It I 
0'- ...-4 I 

>. 
.;:~ >. >. 

.... 
Q) .... .... '" c... 01 OS 0 

;:I ;:I 
.... 

; s::I 
.0 

01 
Q) 

.... .... ~ 



'" o .c: 
'0 
u 
uf 
o 
'0 .c: 
0. 

.... 
::l ... 
o 

::.:: 

tIl· 

'0 
o 
o 
!lIl 
>. o 
c 
~ 

uf .... 
o .... .... Os 

til 
C .... 
OJ 

E 
~ 

[77] 

i 
o .... .. Os 

I o 
"'f 

O~ .... 
°60 

~ 

uf 
.;.: 
o 
o 

.0 

~ 
o o 

'" .... 
d 
'0 
N 

, 
::l .... 

E= 
d a a 
gL 
c 
d 

C) 

I 
o 
'0 

I 

",. 

.;.: 
o 
o 
.0 

6 
'0 

I 

uf o 
'0 
.c: 
0. 

til 

::! 
B o os. 

i 
8 o 
o 

~ 
til 
o 
:0 
<:s'" 
~>. <:So 
1J.l .. 

.... 
::l ... 
o 

::.:: 

8 
o 
«i 
0. :a 
'0 
o ... 
:a o 

~ 

6 
'0 

I 

--

6 
'0 
I 



I'l 
0 .;:: 
os N .... 
::l 
Cl 

'c; 
~.; 
.t::~ 

cu 
Po. 

;.. 

'" "0 .... 

-a-:-. 
<~ 

1<'> 
,.c:o:: 

~13 
"''-~ 

::s 
'0 co 
. 5 
'" os .... os 
Z 

'" ;.. 

'" "0 
10 

'" ;.. 
os 

"0 
\0 

8 
os .... 
::l 
A 
OS .... 

"0 
; ... 
(.) 

OS 

8 
~ 

'" ;.. 
os 

"0 
II"> 

'" ;.. '" os ;.. 
os "0 "0 

0 - co 

;.. 
os 
~ 
d: ... 
A 
< 

[78 ] 

'" >. os 
"0 
It") 

1 o 
"0 

1 

'" >. os 
"0 
N 

;.. 

'" "0 

1 
o 

"0 
I 

'" ;.. 
os 

"0 ..., 
'" >. 
<II 

"0 
co 

.... 
!:I 
> o 
~ 

'" >. os 
"0 
0 .... 

'" '" '" '" '" ;.. >. >. >. >. 

'" OJ os os os 
"0 "0 "0 "0 "0 
10 It") ..., \0 .., 

G) 

= ::l 

'i' 
~ 
~ 



b 
'0 

I 

... 
::l 
;> 
o 
~ 

I .g 
I 

6 
'0 

I 

>. 
"3 
'i' ., 
C 
::l ...... 

[ 79] 

ul' 
o 
"0 
.s:; 
0. 

fI 
r:: 
Q.j 

E ., 
0. 
.8 

... ., 
"8 ., 
~ 
Z 

I ... 
.8 o 
"0 o 

b 
'0 

I 

'" >. 
tU 
'0 
r-

'" E 
Q 
tU 
o 
U 
o 
u 

... 
::s 
> o 
~ 

"j 
4) ... 
E 
u 
's, 





Abhaya hastam 

Abhishekam 

Addala Mantapam 

Adideva 
Agamasastravet ta. 
Agnathavasam 

Agnigundam 
Agraharam 

Akasa deepam 

Akhanda deeparadhana 

Akhanda jyothi . 
Akupuja 
Alankara Mantapam 

Ambali 
Ammavari katha • 
Ankurarpana 

Annadanam 
Annamu 
Aradhana 
Arama kshetram . 

Aranyavasam 
Areizaka sala 
Arehana 
Arika 
Ari manu 
Ashram 
Ashtadikpalakas . 

Asthana Mantapam 

Ashtothara namams 
Avatharam 

GLOSSARY 

Raised right palm of deities 
representing the protec· 
tion-affording attitude in 
a~ posture of reassurance 

Religious right of pouring 
or sprinkling sacred waters 
on the image of a deity 

A room with full of mirrors 
where certain rituals are 
being celebm ted to the 
deity 

First-Lord 
/ 

• An intellect of Vedas 
Sp::mding lifewithoutdisclo. 

sing the identity to others 
• Fire pit 

The village given as a dona
tion to Brahmins 

• Offering of burning lights in 
a temple 

Continuous burning of 
iamps 

Burning a light l:ontinuously 
Puja with betel leaves 
Decoration room of the 

deity 
• Liq LI id rice 

Legend of a female deity 
Inauguration of a celebra-

tion 
Free feeding 
Rice 
Special worship 
Buddhist sacred hall of wor-

ship 
Spending life in a forest 
Worshiper's hall 
Worship 
A kind of millet· 
Ari tree 
Hermitage 
Lords of the eight corners of 

the Universe 
A room with pillers and roof 

all of stone where deba
tes. religious discourses 
are conducted 

Hundred and eight names 
Incarnation 

Baka 
Bali 

Beram 
Bhajans 

Bhakshyams 

Bharatanatyam 
Bhikshatanam 
Bhoochakra godugulu 

Bhoopradakshinam 
Bhuthabali 
Bommala koluvu . 

Bolli avulu 
Bonams 

Brahmalokam 
Brahma muhurtham 
Burrakathas 

Chak iri manyams 

Chakram 
Chakrapongali 

Chaldulu 
Chalipindi 

Chandanam 
Chelama 

Chenu 

A type of musical instrument 
The smallest portion of tbe 

mixture 
Image 
Singing in unision in praise 

of God 
A kind of sweet prepared of 

jaggery and gram 
A type of dance 
Begging 

• Umbrellas with heavy silver 
circular case 

Circumambulation of earth 
Sacrifices 
Arranging toys and fancy 

goods, pictures, artificial 
fruits in their natural co
lours in a gallery with 
miniature parks in which 
small plants sprout in 
sandy beds laid for the 
occasion 

White cows 
A preparation of rice and 

greengram given as an 
offering to the deity 

Selected sphere of the creator 
A sacred moment 
Folklore related to some 

God or hero, usually re
lated to the accompani
ment of a special type of 
drum and a stringed ins
trument 

Lands donated towards the 
services 

Disc 
A sweet preparation made 

of rice and sugar 
Stale food 
A preparation of soaked 

rice with jaggery 
Sandal paste 
A hole or pit dug for water 

in the dry bed of a river 
or rivulet 

• Field 



Chettu 
Chilla 
Chindulu veyuta 
Chithi 
ChoTam sankati 
Chundalu 

Dadhyojanam 

Dakshina 

Dandakam 

Darsanam 
Daruva 
Dasavatharams 
Deepam 
Deeparadhana 

Deevana Bandaru 

Devadasi' 

Devathas 
Dhoopam, deepam 

and naivedyam . 
Dhwajarohanam 

Dhyanam 
DikpaTakas 
DoTu 
Dwajasthambham 

Dwaradarsanam • 
Dwiven i sar.gamam 

Ekanthaseva 

Enugavahanam 

Fateha 

Gadha 

• ,Tree 
Empty 
Dance 
Fire pit 

: Thick' gruel 
. A sweet .preparation 

A preparation of cooked 
rice with curds and spices 

Cash paid to pujari or puro
hit on ceremonial occas
ions 

• Verse in praise .of a God or 
a Goddess 

• Audience 
• Large wen 

Ten incarnations 
Light 
Burning of oil lamps before 

a deity 

(82] 

• Margosa leaves with turme
ric and vermilion given as 
the prasadam of God 

Unmarried girl dedicated to 
the service of God or Go
ddess 

' .. Celestial beings 
Burning of incense, oil lamp 

and offerings 
Inauguration of the festival 

(flag hoisting) 
Meditation 

• Rulers of the eight corners 
Musical drum 
Pillar in front of the temple; 

flagstaff 
,', Appearance at the door 

Confluence of two streams 
or rivers 

• Lonely worship of God or 
Goddess 

Procession-vehicle in the 
shape of elephant 

Offerings in the name of 
Muslim saint or prophet 

. Mace 

Gali DevathaTu 
Galigopuram 
Ganachari 

Gandham 
Ga.rbhagudi. or • 
.. GarbhaTayam 
Garuda 
Garudaseva 
Garuda vahanam 

Gattu 
Ghatams 
Ghatam ..Jthsavam 

Gir; 
Go'dugulu 
Gograhanam 

Gogunara 
Goodu ban diu 
Gopuram 
Gotram 
Gramadevata 
Grama shakthi 
Gramothsavam 

Guggilam 

Guggillu 

Gurrapu vahanam 

Hanumanthu seva 

Harath; 

Hdrikatha 

Had namasmarana 

Homagundam 

,Evil God {Goddess 
Main tower 
Man/woman possessc:d by 

deity 
Sandal-wood paste 

'. Sanc tum sanctorum 

Sacred kite 
Worshipping the sacred kite 

• Procession vehicle depicting 
sacred kite 

Earthen bund 
Pots 
Procession of pot depicting a 

village Goddess 

Hill 
Umbrellas 
During the exile of Panda

vas for one year in the 
kingdom of Virata, Dhu
ryodhana waged'a war to 
capture the cows' of Vira
ta with the pretext, of re
vealingthe identity or Pan. 
davas 

Jute fibre 
Carts with closed enclosure 
Tower 
Clan 
Village deity 
Village deity 
Procession of a deity throu

gh the streets of a, village 
or town 

Resin 

Cooked Bengalgram 

Procession on.a v.ehicle de-
picting a horse 

Worship of Hanuman 

Wa ve·offering general1y with 
lighted camphor or wick 
dipped in ghee 

Legend of exp!'oit of some 
God or hero related with 
singing classical music and 
dance 

Chanting the name of 
Lord Vishnu 

Fire pit 



ldgah 

Imambara 

]agajjyoti 
Jagarana 

Jalam 
Janda 
Janmadinothsavam 
Japam 

Jatara 

Jeeva samadhi 

Jiva 
lwalat horanam 

Jyolhirlingam 

Kaifiat 

Kainkaryam 
l':ajjayam 
Kulagnanam 
Kalasams 
KaTasapuja 

Kalika turayi 
Ka/iyuga 

Open place where a wall is 
constructed on a raised 
platform on the western 
outskirts of a village Or 
town 

House of the Imam 

Luminous light 
Keeping awake throughout 

the night meditating on 
God 

Water 
Flag 
Birth day 
MedItation 

Fair having religious impor
tance 

Tomb constructed when a 
tI'.an entered it alive 

The individual ~oul 
A special function wherein 

the deity is taken out in a 
procession round the tem
ple thrice and under a 
festoon suspended across 
the main entrance in front 
of the temple; a ritual du
ring a festival, wherein a 
kite made of leaves is wor
shipped and later used as 
fodder 

Self-manifested luminous 
Sivalingam 

H:l>t:)ry of a place or a 
thing etc. 

Dedicated or gifted away 
A sweetmeat 
p, edictions in writing 
Pinnacles 
Worship of a veo.sel of cop

per or bra~s or even of 
earth into which water is 
placed at the top surroun
ded by betel leaves fixed 
around with their tips 
upwards 

Turban 
Yuga is an age, especially a 

sub-division of the life of 
the universe. There are 
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Kalpam 

Kalyana kattu 
Kalyanam 
Ka lyanaman! apam 
Kamaroopini 

Kanya 
Karma 

Karrasamulu 
Kavacham 
Kava dis 

Kavisarvabhowma. 
KeeTu bommalu • 
Keelugurrams 

Keelumudi 
Khaiamath 
Khima 
Kilarimpulu 
Kolatam 

Kommu 
Konda 
Koneru 
Koti patri 

Kot; theerthams 
Kshetram 
Kshethrapalaka . 
Kudumulu 
Kumbhabhisheka. 

Kumbham 
Kumkum 

Kumkuma bandlu 

four such sub-divisions. 
The last and the present 
one is called Kaliyuga 

• The duration of the four 
yugas - Kritha, Thretha, 
Dwapara, and Kali yugas 
respectively 

Hair cutting hall 
Marriage 
Wedding hall 
Having capacity to assume 

any form 
Maid 
The law according to which 

one enjoys or suffers the 
consequences of one's ac
tions in former life. This 
concept is based on the 
widely held Hindu theory 
of rebirth. In general it 
is used synonymously with 
fate or destiny 

Feats with sticks 
Armour; metal covering 
Strings tied with vessels on 

either side of a string 
King among the poets 
Leather puppet dolls 
Horses as a mode of convey-

ance 
A type of knot 
Destruction of the world 
A mutton preparation 
Shouts 
A dance to the beats of 

short sticks held in 
hands 

Horn 
Hill 
P0nd 
WJ:-shipwith one crorelea-

ves 
One crore holy places 
A holy place or land 
The guardian deity 
An eatable 
A special type of worship to 

Lord Siva with a pot full 
of W~'-ter 

Heap of cooked rice 
Vermilion 

Carts decorated with vermi
lion 



Lakha grihadahanam 
Leelas 
Lekhanam 
Lingam 
Lingarchana 

Maha naivedyam. 
Mailudupu 
Malamarru 
M a llayuddham 
Mandalam 
Mandir 

Mantapam 

Manyam 
Mathru hathya dosham 

Matsyavataram 
Mattelu 

Modugu samidhas 

Moksham 
Moola vigraham . 
Mukha mantapam 
Muggu 
Munis 
Muthaiduva 
Mutt 

Nabhi 
Nadaswara kacheries 

Naivedyam 
Nakkalu 
Nakka vahanam • 

Nakshathram 

Burning of the lac house 
The acts of God 
Writing 
Phallus 
Worship of Sivalingam 

Offering of rice 
Cleansing the deity 
Exchange of garlands 
Wrestling 
A period of 40 days 
Temple like erection meant 

for worshipping a God 
or saint 

A small room with pillars 
and roof all of stone; a 
structure for placing an 
idol for worship 

• Jnams' 
The sin due to killing one's 

own mother 
Incarnation of God as Fish 

• Toe-rings made of silver 
worn by women in marr
ied status 

Wood of butia monospher
rna tree 

• Salvation 
Presiding deity 
Entrance hall; front hall 
Designs with flour 
Rishis 
Women in married status 

• Placeof residence of Fakirs. 
Byragis and other religious 
mendicants of this descri
ption. A religious insti~ 

tution with authority over 
a sect 

Umbilicus 
Concert of a wind musical 

instrument 
Offering to God or Goddess 
Foxes 

• Procession on a vehicle de
picting a fox 

Star 
Namams Upright Vaishnavite marks 
Nanabiyyam or Nanabalu. Soaked rice 
Nanabu sajjalu Pearl millet 
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Sacred bull 
Worshipping the sacred bull 
Hell 
Nine 

Nandi 
Nandisel'a 
Narakam 
Nava 
Navagrahas 
Navarathrulu 
Nelli 

• Nine planets 
• Nine nights 

Nindu kunda 

Nitya aradhana 
Nilya deepa dhoopa 

naivedyam 
Nitya deeparadhana 
Nitya naivedyam 
Nooru kalla mantapam 

Om Namassivaya nama 
ekaham 

Onkaram 

Pachipindi 
Palanati Veera Charitra 
Palapongali 

Pallaki seva 
Panakam 

Pancha 
Panchaberams 
Pancha bhakshyams 
Panchakajjakam . 

Panchaloha 
Paneeyam 
Panivattam or Panuvattam 
Pappu 
Purayana 

Paricharikas 
Parnasala 
Paruveta 

Paruvetothsavam. 
Pasllpathasthram 

Pasupu 

Philanthus emblica 
Unpolluted food preserved 

immediately after cooking 
Daily worship 
DailY worship with lamps, 

incense and offerings 
Daily burning of oil lamps 
Daily offering 
Thousand pillared temple 

Chanting the name of Lord 
Siva continuously for a 
comp1ete day 

The alphabet (Aum) 

Wet flour 
History of Palanati heroes 
A preparation with milk, 

rice and greengram dhal 
Worship on a palanquin 
Jaggery solution tastefully 

spiced 
Dhoti 
Flve images 
Sweet preparations 
A mixture of five eatables 

like jaggery, fried Ben
galgram, dates, puffed 
rice, cocoanut pieces 

Five metals 
Liquid food 
Pedestal 
Dhal 
Chanting the name of deity 

or reci ta tion of epics 
Servantmaids or servants 
Cottage 
Paru means run and veta 

means hunt 
A ritual during a festival 
An arrow gifted to Arjuna 

by Siva in appreciation of 
his valour during the 
fight on Indrakeeladri 

Turmeric 



Pasuvulapanduga. 
Pathalaganga 
PataTa Toka 
Palhi bhakthi 
Pathivratha 
Pathivrathyam 
Pattabhishekam 
Pattadar 
Pattuta 
Pavalimpu seva 

PerantaTu 
Perugannamu 

Pin dams 

Pindideeparadhana 

Pindivantalu 
Pitharula Amasa or 

Petharla Amasa or 
Peddala Amasa 

PithrudevathaTu 

Pitrus 
Poli 
Pongallu 

Ponnamanuseva 
Ponnaru budlu 

Prabhas 

Prabhata seva 

Pradakshina 
Prakaram 

Prasadam 

Preta .' 
Pujari 

Pulagam 
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Festivalof animals. 
• The abysmal fountain head 

The abysmal world 
Devotion to husband 

• Chaste womlln 
Devotion to husband 
Coronation 

• OWJler of a land 
• Catching 

A ritual observed by keep
ing the image of the deity 
on a bed or in a cradle 

A woman in married status 
Cooked rice mixed with 

curds 
• Rice balls presented at a 

sraddha to the departed 
ancestors 

Deeparadhana with flour 
plates 

• Variety of special dishes 
New moon day on Bhadra

pada Bahula Amavasya on 
which date oblations are 
performed to the departed 
ancestors 

The spirit~ of departed ance-
stors 

Spirits of departed ancestors 
Rice mixed with blood 
A preparation with rice and 

green-gram dhal 
Worship of ponna tree 
5 Branmins bring the vessels 

from the Kummari's house 
• A long stand with a conical 

tip and covered with a de· 
signed cloth 

Going round the street in 
the early hours of the 
morning singing in praise 
of the Lord 

Going round the temple 
• A rampart, a compound wall 

of a temple 
Eatables distributed after 

offering to the deity 
• Dead 
• Priest; one who conducts 

worship, a ministrant 
• Rice cooked with grcengram 

dhal 

Pulihora 

PuJi vahanam 

Punya 
Punyalokam 
Puramu-illu 

Puranapatanam 
Puri 
Purnahuthi 
Purohit 
Pushkarini 
Pushpavahanam 
Puttabangaram 
Putti 
Puttillu 
Pultu vendrukalu 

Rachcha-Banda 

Rajogunayutha 

Rakshasas 

Rangavall; 
Ratharns 
Ratha vahanam 
RathnaTa vyaTurnudi 
Rathothsavam 

Ratri 
Revu 

Rishis 

Sagubadi 
Sahasranamams 
Sakthi 

Salibindi 

Salivohana Saka • 
Samodh; 
Samaradhana 
Sami 

• A preparation of cooked 
rice with tamarind or lime 
juice 

• Procession on a vehicle de-
picting a tiger 

Merit 
The land of Heaven 
A hut erected for the pur

pose 
Recita tion of epics 
ViIIage 

• A ritual during a festival 
• Priest 
• Sacred pond 
• Flower vehicle 
• Earth from the ant.hill 

Eight bags 
• Parents' house 

The hair dedicated to a deity 
since bir th 

• The village community plat
form 

Having the character of 
Raja 

Demons; evil minded beings 
similar to.Asuras, enemies 
of the suras 

Ornamental lines 
Temple cars 
Procession on a chariot 
A jewel with precious stones 

• C<lr festival; chariot proce
ssion 

• Night 
• Entrance to apond or canal 

or river 
Saints 

• Ploughable 
Thousand names 
Female deity in an awe-ins

piring form 
Rice flour paste mixed with 

sugar 
Era started from Salivahana 
Tomb 

• Free feeding 
A kind of tree (prosopis spi. 

cigera) 



Samvadam 
Sankeerthana 
Sankhu 
Sannai 
Sail t harpana 
Sanyasi 

Sapthaham 

Sathi 

Sesha panpu 

Shakti muggu 

Shakthi swarupini 
Silas 
Simha vahanam 

Siribomma 

SooIam 
Sthalapurana 

Sudimanu 

Suryavamsa Rajulu 
Swargam 
Swayambhu 

Talambralu 

Tapa 
Tapassakthi 
Tapovan 
Thalpa 
Thambulam 

Thambura 
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Dialogue 
Reciting 

• Conch 
A type of musical instrument 
Free feeding 
One who has renounced the 

world and its concerns 
A seven days' celebration 

with continuous pujas, 
bhajans and several other 
rituals , 

A(. t of a woman burning 
herself on the funeral pyre 
of her husband 

Bed representing Sesha-the 
serpent king 

A special type of ornament-
al Jines 

Incarnation of Shakthi 
Stones 
Procession vehicle depicting 

a lion 
Human-size idol of God or 

Goddess made of wood 
Obelisk 

• Legend connected with that 
place 

A lamb is tied to a wooden 
cross beam fixed to a cart. 
The cart, the pillar are 
all decorated with the 
colours and flowers and 
taken round the streets in 
a procession 

King of solar race 
Heaven 
Self-manifested 

Rice intended for pouring on 
the heads of bride and 
bridegroom after tying the 
tali 

Penance 
Power of penance 
Garden meant for penance 
Bed 
Offe:-ing of betel leaves, are

canuts, lime and spices, 
'ery characteristic of In
dian hospitality 

String instrument to the ac
companime.nt of which 

Thatha 
Theertham 

Theppothsavam • 
Tholu bommalata 
Thotothsavam 

Threthayugam 

Tirunala 

Trisulam 

Undrallu 
UpGl'Gsam 
Uregimpu 
Uthareeyam 

U thsavabera 
Uthsava vigrahams 

Vadalu 

Vadapappu 
Vadha 
Vadibiyyam 

Vagu 
Vahanams 
Vahanasala 
Va ikuntham 
Vanabhojanam 
Vari 
Vasanthothsavam. 
Vas th rapaharanam 
Vayanam 
Veda parayana 

Veedhi bhagavatham 

Vibhuti 
Vijayakhadgnmu • 

sages sing the praise and 
prayer of the Lord 

• Grandfather 
Sacred water; celebration 

of fe,tival 
Boa t procession 

~ Puppet show 
~ A type of celebration held 

in a garden 
• The second yuga which las

ted for about 1,296,000 
years. Yuga is an age, 
especiaily a self-division 
of the lIfe of the universe 

Fair having religious impor
tance 

Trident 

A kind of sweet preparation 
• Fasting 

Procession 
• An upper cloth used as a 

garment 
Procession image 
Procession images 

A savory prepared from Be
ngalgraItl, green or black
gram flour 

Soaked greengram dhal 
Killing 
Rice and turmeric placed 

at one end of the sari pre-
sented to a daughter of 
the family by her parents 
or brothers 

Rivulet 
Vehicles 

• Vehicle stand in a temple 
The abode of Lord Vishnu 
Dinner/lunch in a garden 
Paddy 
Sprinkling coloured water 
Taking away the garments 
Offerings kept in a winnow 
Recitationof Vedas - scrip-
tures 

Dance-drama in an open air 
theatre 

• Purified or sacred ash 
Sword of victory 



Virigen 

ragnagundam 
Yagnam 

· Broken or spoilt 

• Fire pit 
• Sacrifice 
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Yagnasala 

Yatheeswara 
Yoga 
Yogi 

Sacred place where the sac-
rifice is performed 

~ Sage with supernatural powers 
• Meditation 
~ Sage 
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Avulamanda Darsi 121 Dagadarthi Kovur 159 Ayyavaripalem Gudur 28 Damaraya Sullurpet 50 Ayyavaripalle Udayagiri 84 Damavaram Kovur 159 Ayya varipalle Kandukur 142 Dappalampad Kandukur 144 

Darsi Darsi 124 
Davagudur Kandukur 136 

Badapuram Darsi 117 Devammacheruvu Udayagiri 86 
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Nekunampuram Kandukur 140 Dharmaraocheruvu-
Balasamudram Venkatagiri 56 palle Atmakur 69 
Balayapalle Udayagiri 86 Donakonda Darsi 118 
BandepaUe Nellor'! 21 Dugarajupatnam Gudur 36 
Battepadu Atmakur 78 Duttalur Udayagiri 96 
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Bhatarakagollu Kovur 159 
Bitragunta Kavali 154 
Bodasiddayapalle Udayagiri 83 Edara Darsi 122 Boddikurapadu Darsi C6 
Brahmana Kraka Kavali 156 
Brahmeswaram Udayagiri 96 

Gandavaram Kovur Buchireddipalem Koyur 168 171 
Gannavaram Kanigiri 105 
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Chanda va ram 
Garladinne Podili 111 Darsi 121 Gavuravaram Atmakur 74 Chapalapalle Venkatagiri 55 Goginenivaripalem 
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Gollalamuluvu Sullurpet 49 Kesavaram Gudur 30 
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Gottigundala Udayagiri 90 Kochcharlakota Darsi 117 
Graddagunta Kovur 160 Kodavaiur Kovur )73 
Gudali Gudur 33 Kondareddipalem Kandukur 144 
Gudavalluru Kavali 151 Kondayapalem Udayagiri 87 
Gudinarava Udayagiri 94 Kota Gudllr 33 
Gudlur Kandukur 148 Kotapoluru Sullurpet 48 
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Gundlasamudram Podili 115 Kovur Kovur 175 
Gundupalle Udayagiri -82 Krishnamrajupalle Udayagiri 88 
Gurralamadugu Podili 111 Krishnapalle Udayagiri 86 
Gurramkonda Venkatagiri 62 Krishnapatnam Nellore 23 
Gurrappadia Kandukur 129 Kullur Atmakur 75 

Kurichedu Darsi 119 
Kuricherlapadu Nellore 21 

Inamadugu Kovur 177 Kurupavanipalle Udayagiri 89 
Ipuru (Bit I-A) Nellore 22 
Isakadamerla Udayagiri 89 
Iskapalle Kovur 161 Lalapeta h/O Mokkala-

padu Venkatagiri 57 
Leguntapadu Kovur 178 

J agannathapuram Podili 110 Lingasamudram Kandukur 113 
JangalapalJe h/o 

Bhyravaram Udayagiri 100 
Jarlapalem h/o Peda Madapalle h/o 

Kandlagunta Kandukur 129 Chejerla Atmakur 77 
Jonnavada Kovur 174 Mahammadapuram Udayagiri 88 

Mallam Sullurpet 45 
Mandallapalle Udayagiri 97 

Kadapatra Sullurpet 51 Mangalakunta Podili 109 
Kadivedu Gudur 29 Manubolu NeIJore 21 
Kalikivaya Kandukur 135 Manyalanattu I1lias 

KakarJapadu Atmakur 70 Tupili Gudur 36 
Kalapadu Venkatagiri 55 MarlapalJe Sullurpet 41 
Kalavakonda Gudur 30 Marrigunta Kavali 151 
Kalavalla Kandukur 143 Meerjapeta Podili 109 
Kalichedu Rapur 65 Mekanuru Gudur 27 
Kalluru Suliurpet 47 Modegunta Kovur 178 
Kammapadu h/o Rama- Molluru Nellore 23 

gopalapuram Kanigiri 105 Momidi Gudur 34 
Kampasamudram Udayagiri 97 Motupalle h/o Immi-

Kandukur (Skhanda- dicheruvu Kanigiri 105 
puri) Kandukur 145 Mugugul1a h/o Ban-

Kanigiri Kanigiri 103 darupalle Atmakur 78 
Kanupuru East Gudur 35 Mulaguntapadu Kandukur 134 
Kapuluru Gudur 31 Musunuru Kavali 153 
Kasumur Nellore 18 Muthyalapadu Gudur 29 
Katragunta Podili 112 
Kattubadivaripalem 

h/o Vavveru Kovur 168 NadimpaIJe Venkatagiri 59 
Kattakindapalle h/o Nagamambapuram Kovur 171 

Batlagudur .... Kanigiri 107 Nagambhotlapalem Darsi 127 
Kattakindipalcm h/o Nagarajupadu Udayagiri 100 

Anemadugu Kavali 153 Nagavolu Venkatagiri 54 
Kavali Kavali 153 Nagendlamudupu Podili 109 
Kavaliycdavalli Atmakur 70 Naidupet Sullurpet 42 
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Nallagonda Udayagiri •• 1 101 Pudiparthi Nallore 22 
Namakadu Gudur 35 Pudur Sullurpet 43 
Namassivayapuram Darsi lt9 Purini Kovur 163 
Narasingolu Kandukur 137 
Narayanampeta Udayagiri 84 
Narrawada Udayagiri .. ~ 94 Rajampalle Darsi 125 
Nayudupalem West ~ .. Darsi 120 Rallapalle h/o Pulikun-
Nelatur Nf'Ilore 19 tarallapalle Kanigiri 104 
Nellipudi Gudur 3~ Ramachandrapuram Kandukur 138 
Nellore Nellore 1 Ramasagaram Rapur 67 
Nennurpadu Kandukur 129 RamaswamipalJe h/o 
Nidigallu Venkatagiri 60 . Mahimalur Atmakur 72 

. North Mopur Kovur .,. 164 Ranathirtham h/o Va-
North Rajupalem Kovur 173 rini Kovur 162 

Rapur Rapur 66 
Ravulakollu h/o Naga-

Pabbuletipalle Udayagiri 81 una Khandriga Kandukur 140 
Padmati Kambhampadu ... Atmakur 74 Rebala Kovur 174 
Padmanabhasatram b/o Reddipa!em Gudur 37 

Basavayapalem Kovur 179 Rudrasamudram Darsi 117 
Pakala Kandukur 133 
Palakonda Satram hlo 

MokkaJapadu Venkatagiri 57 Sakhavaram Kandukur 141 
Paletipadu Kandukur 132 Samanthapudi Darsi 123 
Pallavolu Udayagiri 99 Sanampudi Kandukur 146 
Pallepalem h/o Pakala Kandukur 133 Sangam Kovur 165 
Palugodu Venkatagiri 54 Seetharamapuram Udayagiri 83 
Palukuru Kandukur 136 Siddavaram Venkatagiri 56 
Pamurupalle Udayagiri 87 Siddavaram Venkate • 
Panjam Venkatagiri 60 supalem Kavali 154 
Papannagaripalle Udayagiri 88 Singamanenipalle Kandukur 141 

\ Paravolu Venkatagiri 56 Singanalathuru Sullurpet 41 
Parlapaile Kovur 119 Singanapalle Udayagiri 98 
Pathapadu Atmakur 79 Singara bhotlapa lem Kandukur 139 
Patur Kovur ... 175 Si ngarayakonda Kandukur 133 
Peda Alavalapadu Kanigiri 106 Somasanigunta Venkatagiri 57 
Pedanagampalle ... Udayagiri 82 Somasila Atmakur 75 
Pedapavani h/o Somavarapadu Darsi 127 

Muthyalapadu Kandukur 147 Sullurpet Sullurpet 48 
Pedaputhedu Kovur 165 Sunkura vanipalle Venkatagiri 57 

·Pedarikatla Podili 113 Sunnamvarichintala 
Pedayachasamudram VenkatagKi 54 alias Thirumalana-
Peddabbipuram Atmakur 71 yunipalle Vdayagiri 93 
Penubarthi Nellore 19 Surapa Agraharam Sullurpet 43 
Peridepi Kandukur 130 Survepalle (Bit I) Nellore 18 
Perimidi Venkatagiri 61 Survepalle (Bit II) Nellore 20 
Perisettipalle Vdayagiri 81 Sydapuram h/o Mola-
Perumallapadu Atmakur 79 kalapoondla Rapur 67 
PeyYl\lapalem hlo 

Gandavaram Kovur 172 
Podalakur Rapur 65 Tadimedu Sullurpet 45 Podili Podili 114 TaJupurupadu Atmakur 71 
Polireddipalem ... Sullurpet 47 Thallapudi h/o Vallur Nellore 20 Pongur Kandrika h/o Thamm ina patnam Gudur 35 Pongur Atmakur 73 Thellapadu Kavali 151 
Pothalapadu Podili 111 Thikkavaram GUdUf 29 
Pothakamuru Darsi 122 Thikkavaram Udayagiri 99 
Potlapadu Darsi 120 Thimrnayagunta alias 
Potlur Kandukur 149 Vikralavari Kandriga ... Venkatagiri 54 
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Thonukumala Gudur 30 Vavintaparthi Rapur 64 
Thummuru Sullurpet 41 Vavveru Kovur 167 
Thumugunta h/o Chow- VeJagapadu Almakur 69 

kacherla Kovur 180 Velampalle alias 
Thurakapalem h/o Visweswarapuram Venkatagiri 53 

Manepal1e Darsi 122 VelikalJu Venkatagiri 53 
Thurakapalle h/o Vellatur Kandukur 139 

Damancherla alias Vempadu Kandukur 130 
Ramapuram Udayagiri 89 Vendodu Gudur 28 

Thurpu Veerayapalem ... Darsi 121 Venkatagiri Venkalagiri 58 

Thurpu Venkatapuram ... Dar~i 125 Vidavalur Kovur 181 

Thurpu YerrabaUe Udayagiri 90 Vikkiralapeta Kandukur 136 
Tiruveedhipad Kovur 165 Vindur Gudur 27 
Turimerla Rapur 66 Vinjamur Udayagiri 9S 

Viruvur Udayagiri 87 
Voletivaripalem Kandukur 142 

Udathavaripalem Gudur 34 
Udayagiri Udayagiri 91 
Uggumudi Sullurpet, 46 Warathur North Sullurpet 44 
Ulavapadu h/o KoBu-

rupadu Kandukur 147 
Uppalapadu Atmakur 76 

Yakasiri Utukur Rapuf 66 Sullurpet 39 

Utukur Kovuf 184 YeJlasiri GUdUl 31 

Utukur Udayagiri 95 Yellore Sullurpet 46 
Yellurpad h/o Cheruvu Kandukur 150 
Yerukollu Udayagiri 96 

Vaddipadu Darsi ]25 Yeturu Rapur 64 

Vakadu Gudur 32 
Vallipedu Gudur 34 
Varikuntapadu Udayagiri 90 Zakkepallegudur KavaJi 157 
Vatambedu Sullurpet 50 Zuvvaleru Podili 113 
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ERRATA 

ninu 
what 
temple as 
threetham 
comprise 
Vaisya, etc. 
the specia 
3 miles 
is 
defied 
Peddakanti 
are 
fine 
is 

For 

(5) 

Brahmin, Vaisya,Kshatriya (Raju), 
Telaga, Kapu, Settibalija, Yadava, 
Kuruva etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(213)-Adi Andhra, Adi Dravida, 
Chalavadi, Madiga, Mala etc., 
Scheduled Tribes (34)- Bagata, 
Gadaba, Chenchu, Koya etc. 
Bagata, Gadaba, Chenchu, Koya 
etc. 
Kamma 
This 
Thettur 
Thettur 
Mangli 
entertainments 
tWon 
youthfull 
1,262 
Nagendlamudu 
Padalakur 
N irmaneswaraswamy 
Patlapadu 
right 
strings 
string 
Aum 
A hut erected for the purpose 

King of Solar race 
Ranathirtham 
Nallore 
Yellarpad hlo Cheruvu 

ninnu 
that 

Read 

(6) 

temple is as 
theertham 
comprises 
Vaisya, 
thespecia 
16 miles 
are 
deified 
Pedakanti 
is 
fire 
are 
Brahmin, Kamma, Golla, Balija, 
Vadde, Chakali, Mangali, etc.; 
Scheduled Castes (213)-Madiga, 
Mala etc,; Scheduled Tribes (34) 
- Yerukula, Yanadi etc. 

Kammas 
The 
Thettu 
Thettu 
Mangali 
entertainment 
town 
youthful 
5,406 
Nagendlamudupu 
Podalakur 
Nirmameswaraswamy 
Potlapadu 
rite 
slings 
stick 
Oum 
A hut erected for the village 
deity's worship 
Kings of Solar race 
Ramathirtham 
Nell ore 
Yellurpad h/o Chevur 




