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FOREH'ORD 

Although since the beginning of history, foreign travellers and historians have 
recorded the principal marts and entrepots of commerce in India and have even mentioned 
important festivals and fairs and articles of special excellance available in them, no systematic 
regional inventory was attempted until the time of Dr. Francis Buchanan-Hamilton in the 
beginning of the nineteenth century. One of the tasks set before him by a resolution of the 
Governor-General-in-Council in 1807 was "to examine with as much accuracy as local 
circumstances· will admit": "an account of the vat ious kinds and amZlunt of goods manu
factured in each district. .. the ability of the country to produce the raw materials used in 
them ... how the necessary capital is procured, the situation of the artists and manufacturers, 
the mode of providing their goods ... commerce: the quantity of goods exported and imported 
in each district; the manner of conducting sales, especially at fairs and markets." 

That he discharged his duty very thoroughly will appear from his statistical accounts 
of Mysore and the northern districts of Bengal and Bihar. 

The great Revenue Surveys of the middle of the nineteenth century made no attempt 
in this direction, and accounts of fairs and festivals in districts were neglected until W. W. 
Hunter took up the compilation of statistical accounts again the last quarter of last 
century. For the purpose of notifying holidays in the East India Company's offices the 
Board in Calcutta had since 1799 been in the habit of "procuring an accurate Bengalee 
almanac properly authenticated by brahmanical astronomy" from the Nabadwip Court 
(letter from Secretary of Board to Collector of Nadiya, 5 July, 1799, No. 8217, W. W. 
Hunter's Unpublished Bengalee MSS Records). Satis Chandra Vidyabhusan in his History 
of Indian Logic wrote that "almanacs were prepared by the Pundit Samaj of Nabadwip which 
were supplied to the Nawab's Court of Murshidabad as well as to the East India Company, 
the Supreme Court, etc ... the Nabadwip Panjika under the i~primatur of Nabadwipadhipater
anugya was accepted by all the landlords of Bengal." This Nabadwip Panjika which remained 
the standard almanac for Benga 1 continued in use throughout the first half of the nineteenth 
century and each issue contained a list of im porta nt fairs and festivals in every district. A 
valuable almanac was that 'published by the Vernacular Literature Committee's Almanac 
published in 1855-6 (126:2 B. S.). It gave an account of 309 famous fairs of Bengal in its 
second part. The Gupta Press Patu'ika or almanac which virtually replaced Nabadwip Panjika 
made its first appearance in 1869 and continued to publish a useful list of important fairs 
and festivals in the country. But this list was by no means exhaustive nor were W. W. 
Hunter's which he published with each Statistical Account. 

Meanwhile native crafts, industries and objects of artistry decayed rapidly and 
thoroughly as a result of the East India Company's policy of extinguishing them and official 
interest in flirs and festivals declined, although these occasions, divested of much of their 
glory; still continued to attract livestock, grain, merchandise and handicrafts from far and 
ne?r. The Imperial Ga;:,etters published between 1880 and 1910 gave a minor place to these 
important seasonal markets or temporary inland ports. Even the District Gazetteers, which 
still are the fu Best and most compact accounts of districts, make but casual mention of fairs 
and festivals'in the country and attach little ecoll(,mic importance to them. 
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For, indeed. the importance of rairs and festivals-as the meeting ground of livestock 
and agt'icultural commodities of many religi?ns and many cultures, crafts and motifs from 
far and near, of ideas and design; workmanship. excellence and finish. of tools and appliances 
of trends of the future and vanishing practices of the past, of adaptability and local variation, 
of skill and imagination-declined with the puniti'ie export poilcy of the East India Company 
and the unrestricted import of machine-made goods) so much so that at the close of the last 
century fairs and festivals were reduced to a matter of concern only for the the Public Health 
Department. They were no longer regarded as important centres of trade and commerce, 
but were now from the Government point of view merely a collection of human beings among 
whom epidemics were to be prevented from breaking out. Fairs and festivals continued to 
be a matter of law and order and the Police Department and the District Board continued 
to maintain full lists of them in their local offices, a source which has so far remained 
unquarried. 

Following the Census operations of West Bengal in 1 !:l51, a slim volume, containing 
a list of fairs and festivals arranged according to districts and their Police Stat!ons, was 
brought out as part of the Wes,t Begal scheme of Census Publications. This list was mainly 
made up of information supplied by District Boards and Superintendents of Police of districts. 
The two lists were collated to make up a comprehensive list containing several columns: 
the name of the village arranged under its district and Police Station, with its Jurisdiction 
List number, the name of the festival or fair by which it is commonly known in the locality, 
the English month of the year in which it is held, the duration of the festival or fair, and 
finally the number of persons attending it. Although merely a I i.st , and not quite complete 
at that, this volume attracted attention and received the appreciation both of scholars and 
the general public. I ts general value lay in its being a compendium and its particular value 
lay in presenting a di5tribution throughout the country of particular festive occasions. The 
Superintendent of Census Operations for West Bengal, who continued in an honorary 
capacity, was plied from time to time with requests to undertake an extensive survey of the 
subject which seemed to accord well with the Superintendent's own personal. desire. For one 
thing, quite a few of the old and traditional fairs and festivals of West Bengal are on their 
way to extinction on account of various forces working against them and a record of these 
rapidly vanishing fairs and festivals could be made only now as never again in the future. 
In the next place, the Census Office considered it its duty to sustain by a more searching 
survey the interest that the publication had aroused. 

A different approach suggested itself as the new task was viewed in terms of collection 
of extensive first-hand material on each fair and festival. It was necessary therefore, in the 
first place to approach as many individuals as possible in each locality, and not restrict the 
enquiry only to Government or semi-Government sources, Departments or organisations. 
In the second place, a satisfatory questionnaire was considered most essential. A number of 
aims were kept in view in framing the questionnaire. These were; 

(a) The questionnaire should be very simple and precise in language, designed pri
marily for the understanding of a person of primary education standard. At the same time, the 
question should be suggestive enough to invite ancillary information. Were this objective 
achieved. it should be possible to obtain exhaustive information without irrelevant detail. 
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(b) It should succeed in obtaining a clear environmental, social and economic 
background of the village or place in which a particular fair is held or a festival is observed. 

(c) It should emphasise those aspects of a festival or worship which would bring out 
the details of rituals and religious practices peculiar to the locality. 

(d) It should obtain information not only on the more important and better-known 
festivals or fairs, but also on the less known but otherwise significant fairs and festivals. It 
was decided to extend the scope of enquiry beyond those fairs and f~stivals that are approved 
and licensed by the District authorities, for the latter would be a small number compared to 
the total. 

(e) It should attempt sufficient information on economic actlvitIes and patterns in 
respect of each fair, however big or small. The information so obtained should suggest the 
scope for studying the movement of local handiwork and local forms and raw materials. The 
questionnaire should also give a list of local amusements favoured by the public. 

The questionnaire which was several times pre-tested was finally mailed in 1957 to 
about 10,000 addresses in West Bengal on the Business Reply scheme. One of the devices 
which seems to have evinced much responsible reporting was the assurance that each piece of 
information would be fully acknowledged to the correspondent whose address abo would be 
published for the benefit of future investigators. 

The information thus collected was sorted district by district and further sub-sorted by 
Police Stations. The work of compilation, once the preliminary verification and checking of 
the answers was over, was to be in three sections as follows :~ 

(a) The first section was to contain systematic information on the village, the villa
gers, their occupations, communications and other special features, mainly based on Section 
A of the questionnaire. 

(b) The second section was to contain all available information on the festival itself, 
the worship of deities particularly rituals and forms of worship. This would be based mainly 
on Section B of the questionnaire. 

(c) The third section, to be based on Section C of the questionnaire, would contain 
information about the fair and economic activity and amusement connected with the fair 

It will doubtless be a matter of great satisfaction to scholars that the scheme was very 
enthusiastically received by all my colleagues when its outline together with the West Bengal 
questionnaire was circulated in February, 1960. My colleagues felt that the Census provided 
a unique opportunity for conducting such a comprehensive survey with the help of the net
work of staff placed by the State Governments at their disposal. State Superintendents were 
quick to recognise that such a survey would be of great help to those who might care to inves
tigate the religious centres and festivals. inland trade and commerce, art motifs and designs, 
circuits of trade, ancient trade routes and special manufactures. It would give the student 
of toponymy much valuable clue and the student of history much valuable insight into the 
organisation of markets. 
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The proposal to conduct this survey was accepted in the Second Conference of Census 
Superintendents held in~August, 1960. Various aspects of the survey, then in progress, were dis
cussed again in the regional meetings of.Census Superintendents held in Trivandrum, Darjee
ling aIJd Srinagar in May and June 1961. My colleagues were able to report further progress 
at the Census Social Studies Camp held in December 1961, when several elaborations of the 
original questionnaire and in investigational methodology were also discussed. It was further 
proposed to undertake more intensive surveys of a small number of very important fairs and 
festivals in each State. At the third Conference of Census Superintendents in February 1962 
my colleagues took the further decision to prepare maps of fairs and festivals on the basis of 
districts and even of tehsil or taluks, some States having already made :n;uch progress in this 

direction. 

The scholar will find in these lists much to excite his curiosity. First, they show what 
an extensive network of seasonal and perennial markets, village fairs still provide to native 
craftsmanship and industry. Secondly, they help to connect economic streams with social 
and religious movements. Thirdly, they suggest how a succession of small fairs in a time 
series culminate in a very big fair, almost always in the heart of a particular area, and how 
this big event gradually subsides through another time series of small fairs, so that an endless 
cycle of trade, social and religious intercourse is kept in motion. Fourthly, they insinuate a 
great deal abuut what Buchanan-Hamilton was charged to investigate a centurY....,oiYl1d a half 
ago: "the situation of the artists and manufacturers, the mode of providing their goods. the 
usua] rate of their labour, and any particular advantages they may enjoy: their comparative 
affluence with respect to the cultivators of the land, their domestic usages, the nature of their 
sales, and the regulations respecting their markets." Fifthly, they can very greatly help in 
reconstructing ancient and not so ancient trade routes in the country, and again, what 
Buchanan-Hamilton was asked to investigate; "the nature of the conveyance of goods by 
land and water, and the means by which this may be facilitated, especially :by making or 

repairing roads." 

NEW DELHI, ASOK MITRA, 

September 5, 1964. REGISTRAR GENERAL, INDIA. 



PREFACE 

I must acknowledge that the inspiration for 
attempting survey of Fairs and Festivals of Andhra 
Pradesh came from a note that the Registrar Gene
ral of India, Shri A!ok Mitra, circulated on the 
effortl he made to bring out a compendium of Fairs 
and Festivals of West Bengal, followi ng on th e 1951 

Cenlus. 

The survey was somewhat ambitious in scope. 
It waS proposed to make a complete and compre
hensive collection of information on every fair and 
festival celebrated in all the villages and towns of 
the State. The fairs and festivals celebrated by the 
community in different areal truly reflect our cul
ture, history and tradition. In the present tempo 
of change of the ways and values of life, several of 
the ancient institutions and practices were fast 
disappearing or falling into disuse. Before man's 
memory would completely lose traces of these impor
tant links in the cultural history of the people, it was 
felt that it would greatly help if a record was made, 
to the extent possible, of all the fairs and festivals 
conducted even 10 the remotest villages, forests or 
hills of the State and give whatever account that 
could be obtained on their significance, the descrip
tion of the deities, the details of the ritual etc., con
nected with every festival. There could not be a 
more opportune occasion than the Census to launch 
on a ,cheme such as this when it would be possible 
to reach the nooks and corners of the State through 
the Census Organisation. A questionnaire was 
finalised in advance on the advice of the Registrar 
General. The queationnaire forms (given as an 
Annexure to this preface) together with an appeal, 
which is reproduced below, were distributed 
amongst the Census enumerators to be answered and 
returned. 

"I am sure you will agree with Ime that there 
are big gaps in our knowledge of our own country. 
It is a vast land with different legions, each having 
peculiar customs and cultures which if studied 
would reveal a more comprehensive picture of our 
ancient land. Coming to our own State, Andhra 
Pradesh. we must admit that half the State is not 
fully convenant with the details of habits. customs 
and languages of the other half. Each bit has its 
own I::eauty and variety to reveal in the form of 
hitherto unesplored knowledge to the other half 

It is my endeavour during the Census Operations 
of1961 to study different asprctB of the culture and 
civili!ation of the people of the entire State and 
publish in one common volume an integrated account 
of what now forms the population of Andhra Pradesh. 

As part of the studies of 1961 Census, 1 am presently 
engaged in a survey of fairs and festivals of Andhra 
Pradesh for which detailed and exhamt ive informa
tion is being collected. The material .0 collected 
will be compiled and edited in a volume to be 
published by the Census Office. IA order to obtain a 
complete picture of festivals and worship of Gods 
and Geddesses all over Andbra Pradesh, it is impela
tive that we should obtain as detailed information as 
poosible about all fairs and festivals that ale observed 
throughout the year in every village of Ar.dhra 
Pradesh. I shall be much obliged if you will be good 
enough to help me in the collection of information 
on festivals and worship of Gods and Goddesses 
observed throughout the year in your village/town in 
the question naire enclosed. 

I trust you will agree that if we should succeed 
in obtaining full IOformation for each and every 
village of Andhra Pradesh. I ,hall have prepared a 
volume remarkable for its high degree oftl,oroughness 
and comprehens!ve.,esB Such a volume will be of very 
great importance to many types of !cholars But 
this aim cannot be achieved without your help and 
co-operation. I am aware that you are already under 
heavy pressure of your own work and responsib·lities. 
Nevertheless, I believe that you will not hesitate 10 

undertake this burden in order to help me to obtain 
a full and truthful plcture of our own country. l.hall 
gratefully acknowledge your honorary labour by 
keepiDg the information permanently recorded under 
your name as the cOIre'pondent and shall be obliged 
if you will be good enough to ,end me your reply 
directly by post or through the Census enumerator 
who visits your hous~ 01 the Tahsildar of }our taluk." 

The enumerators were mostly village school 
teachers or in a few cases village officers. They had 
local knowledge of the area they were covering. 
The Census Charge Supenntendents were requested 
to issue the fairs anti fe~tivals questionnaire to the 
enumeralors at one of the training classes and collect 
them back at a subsequent training class or at the 
end of the enumeration period after the enumera
tors had answered the questionnaires on the basis 
ofthtir personal knowledge and by local enqLLiries. 
The appeal was also addressed to various other 
authorities such as the Commissioner of Hindu 
Religious Endowments Board, Municipal Com
missioners, Executive Officers of Panchayat Boards 
etc. Lists of recognised and scheduled fairs and 
festivals for which special arrangements are made 
annually were also obtained from the District 
Collectors, District Superintendents of Police and 
District Health Officers, etc. A press release was also 
issued announcing the scheme and appealing to all 
interested to send whatever information they 
could. 

The response was most encouraging. 
15,000 questionnaires were returned filled. 

About 
The 



quality of the repHes of courSe varied from 'excellent' 
to 'indifferent' depending on the interest that 
the corre8pondent himself had in an enquiry of this 
nature. Dy and large there was evidence of the 
considerable trouble that the Census enumerator 
took to ascertain first band, the details of the fairs 
and festivals in each village. All this meant extra 
effort outside the normal Census duties of the 
enumerators. I cannot certainly claim that the 
survey was complete and comprehensive in every 
detail. There may have been severa 1 fairs and 
festivals that escaped the notice of the enumerator 
or about which the information he was able to 
gathrr and present scanty. But it can certainly be 
claimed that whatever information that has been 
gathered at the survey was authentic and served as 
a mine of knowledge about little known things in 
the life of the community. There are innumerable 
religious festivals connected with certain Gods and 
Goddesses of particular significan~e in particular 
areas; there are festivities in comm('moration of 
historical a nd legendary heroes; there are interesting 
and inspiring anecdotes connected with various 
sainte that walked our land whose samadhis have 
continued to be places of worship and veneration to 
this day and had greatly influenced the life of the 
people in certain areas; the holy rivers had their 
own legends and beliefs attached; a variety of curio 
ous and interesting rituals of worship are practised. 
The present survey had helped to present all these 
in the form of a compendium. 

The filled up questionnaires were sorted out 
district-wise and then tal uk-wise. Rejecting those 
in which the information, was either extremely 
scanty or insignificant, whatever information that 
could be collected from other answers was compiled 
into short note or monograph for each village or 
town. An acknowledgement is made to the corres
pondent or source that provided the information at the 
end of the compilation for each village. These com
pendia will be presented in twenty volumes, one for 
each district. These will form a part of the 1961 
Cen~us series of publications. All the Census publi
cation series of Andhra Pradesh Sta te will bear a 
common Volume No. II (the All India Series being 
allotted Volume No. I) and the Fairs and Festivals 
reports of this State will form Part VII-B of Volu_mc 
II i.e., the Andhra }?radesh series of Census publica
tions. Part VII-B will bear serial numbers within 
brackets which will correspond to the location code 
number of the district covered by the volume. The 
location code numbers adopted for the districts are : 
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No. t Srikakulam District 
No. 2 Visakhapatnam District 
No. S East Godavari District 
No. 4 West Godavari District 
No. 5 Krishna District 
No. 6 Guntur District 
No. 7 Nellore District 
No. 8 Chitj,(iiIM District 
No. g Cuddapah District 
No. 10 Anantapur District 
No. 11 Kurnool District 
No. 12 MahbubnagaT District 
No. 13 Hyderabad District 
No. 14 Medak District 
No. 15 Nizamabad District 
No. 16 Adilabad District 
No. 17 Karimnagar District 
No. 18 Warangal District 
No. 19 Khammam District 
No. 20 Nalgonda District 

In each volume, the matter is arranged taluk
wise. At the beginning of the compendium of each 
taluk, a pictorial map indicating the location of the 
village where a fair or festival is held, the name of 
the deity and the period of the fair or festival is 
shown. The serial number of each village covered 
in the compendium is indicated in the map for easy 
referance. I t may, however, be caulioned that the 
pictures given on the map may not exactly represent 
the actual deity existing In tpe village. The 
pictures are only symbolic. . 

The note covering each village will first gi ve 
the location of the village, the composition of popu. 
lation and legend, if any, connected with the 
village, a list of temples or other place.s of worship 
in the village and a description of the deities and it 
then relates the details of the fair and festival, if 
any, celebrated in the village. It is not as though 
each temple and deity will necessarily have a 
festival connect('d with it. Only those important 
festivals and fairs thitt are celebrated by the com· 
munityare therefore described. 

The dates of the festival in the compilation are 
mostly given in terms of Telugu calendar in vogue 
in the area, as record~d by the correspondents. The 
Telugu calendar, as in Bengal, follows the lunar 
month consisting of 30 lunar days, beginning on the 
day of the new moon. The following statement 
gives the Telugu months and the corresponding 
period as per the English calendar. 



LIST OF TELUGU MONTHS WITH THEIR 
CORRESPONDING ENGLISH MONTHS 

TELUGU MONTHS 

Chaitrarn 
Vaisakham 
Jaistham 
Ashadham 

Sravanam 

B hadrapadam or 
Bhadra 

Asviyujam or Asvin 

Karthikam 
Margasiram 

Pushyam or Pausa 

Mag ham 

Phalgdnam 

ENGLISH MONTHS 

March-April 

April-May 

May-June 

• June-July 
July-August 

August-September 

• September-October 

• October-November 

N ovember-December 

December-January 

January-February 

February-March 

At the end of the compilation of each district 
the following are appended: 

(1) A calendar of common festivals celebrated 
in the district together with their descrip
tion, 

(2) A taluk-wise statement of all the fairs and 
festivals, 

(3) A tal uk-wise list of markets and Shandies 
and 

(4) A month-wise list of fairs connected with 
the festivals. This was culled out from the 
taluk-wise statement of the fairs and festi
vals. 

The last two lis ts throw light on the sign ificant role 
played by the fairs agd festivals in the economic 
life of the people, the traditional trade routes, the 
nature of articles sold, and the trend of trade, etc. 

The extraction of information from the filled 
in questionnaires was entrusted to Sri M. K. 
Nagappa, a retired District Registrar, who had a 
special aptitude for the work, whom I selected in 
consultation with the Commissioner of Hindu Reli
gious Endowments Board and appointed as a 
Research Assistant in· my office. Information waS 
also gathered from other published literature, 
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district gazetteers, articles published in newspapers 
and journals such as Aradhana and Andhra Prabha 
Weekly etc. The Research Assistant also conducted 
local enquiries in a few cases. 

I wish to record my thanks to the host of Cen. 
sus enumerators for their fullest co-operation and 
the unstinted trouble taken by them in collecting 
the information on the prescribed questionna ire 
purely as a labolir of love. I also wish to thank the 
various other officials and non-officials such as the 
Executive Officers of the temples, etc., who assisted 
me in compiling the information. I place on record 
the services of Sri T. Vedantam, LA.S., Director of 
Census Operations, for his valuable suggestions in 
briniging out the volume up-to-date and in making 
it a comprehensive one. I also place on record my 
appreciation of hard and sustained services of my 
Deputy Superintendent Sri K. Purushotham Naidu, 
M. A , for helping me in finalising the question
naire and Sri K. Madhava Rao, LA.S., Deputy 
Director for helping me In finalising the 
monographs. The Tabulation Officers Sarvasri 
P. Pattayya, B.Sc., and Ch. Purnachandra Rao, 
M. A., LL.B" have also been of mueh assistance in 
scrutinising the monographs and in briniging out this 
volume. My office Artist Sri M. Krishna Swamy 
assisted by the Artist-Draftsmen Sarvasri M.J. Sadiq, 
Md. Yakub Ali and M. Govindaswamy have pro
duced the Fairs and Festivals maps. Sri T. Loka_ 
nadham, Computor and Sri J. Venkateswara Rao, 
Proof Reader have asvisted in reading the proofs. 

Lastly, a word about the delay iin bringing out 
this volume. 

The publication of the volume is delayed 
partly for want of sufficient staff and partly due to 
delay in printing. Further, it was found that origi
nally information was not received fully for some 
important places. Sri Ch. Purnachandra Rao, 
Tabulation Officer waS deputed to tour all the taluks 
in the district to collect information on all impor
tant places of religious significance and thus the 
deficiency waS made good. 

A. CHANDRA SEKHAR, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF CENSUS OPERATIONS, 

ANDHRA PRADESH. 



ANNEXURE 

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS OF ANDHRA PRADESH 

Questionnajre 

Name of Village;

Name of Firka :

Name of Taluk :

Name of District :-

A. The Village: 

1. Indicate the location of the village ami the chief 
means of communication with the village? Menllon th~ name 
of the nearest ):{ailway Station and its (lj,tUnce a:,d aho the 
motor or boat route and its distance. Give d.stance by load 
from Taluk and Sub.divisional Headquarters. 

2. Give an account 0 t the hlStory ')r legend, should 
there be any, connected with the origin of the village. 

\ 

3. What are the castes and classes that live in the 
village? Wh at are the chief means of livelihood of the 
various sections of the r-opu)atlOn ? 

4. Give details of places of common religious worship? 

5. What is the religion which majority of the villagers 
profess 

B. The worship of deities and fcstinls in the village and 
fairs in connection with them. 

(i) The worship of Deities & Festivals: 

6. ]'\ame of the festival, its occa,ion and the time (Give 
the English as·well as Telugu dates). 

7. How ancient is the festival? I f there is any hi~tory or 
legend cBnnected with this particular frs1ival, pl~ase narrate 
it. Is this festival a paTlicular festival of the particl'lar 
viJlageiareaicasle-lclass, and limited within its fold? Or, i, 
this festival commonly and universallv held and ob,erved 
throughout the entire district and region? 

8. Is the festival connected with the worship of any 
deity? Mention the name of the deitv wilh a brief descTlp
tion of the image. Is this a commOn village deity or a penonal 
or f.mily deity? Is there any t .. mple or "Srha,," (sacrrd 
abode) for the deity in the village? If so, give a description 
of tbe same. If the deity has no anthropomorphic1, or zoomor
phich2 image, then in what form is it worshipped? What 
other temples or places of worship are there in the village? 
Do all communities have access to the temple? 

9. Is the festival observ~d in ccmmemoration of the 
birt:t or death anniversary of any saint or -Pic'? Give a 
detailed report 011 the life and religious pteachings of the 
saint or the 'Pir', and also narrate the history or anY,tradi

.tional_story associated with his life. 

10. From what date does the worship of the deity and 
tbe festival begin? For how many days does it continue? 
When do the preparations for the festival begin? Mention 

1. Human form 
2. Animal form 

if Iherc. is any s,?ecial featme about the preparatory work of 
the festival. G)\'t a detailed chronological descril1tioll dale 
by date, . of the method and procedure of the wonh ip and 
ceremonies. What ,s the chief ,hatacteristic of the entire 
ceremony? Are communal fea. ts. free kitchens (annasatra) 
and. common distribution of 'prasad' orgar.i,ed d\Jring the 
f, s(tval ? 

. 11. Are vows of offering made hy people to the deity 
In ful~lmellt of prayer an~wered? If ~o, what are the Ih,n~s 
or ol~J.ct. that are mually offered and dedicated as v"tlve 
offenr gs? l"low and whfn are bird or allimal ,a~rifices 
made? What part of the ntuals do these sacrifices consll
tute? 

12. To what. cla<s or caste do the principal patrons and 
followers 0 the delly and the fe,11val belong? Give the name 
o_fthesect ("Varna"), clan ("Gotra") and the heleditary 
litle r'Padavi") of the priest ("Pujari"). 

13. Do non-l'Jindlls partkipa1e in the festivala,sociatfd 
w~lh Hindn deitirs? Do lhe Hindus participa.e in non
Hmdu f( stlvals? What is lh~ extent of sllch participation? 
Are there any festivals celebrat.d in common by all casttS 
and communities in the viii age ? 

14. Is there an')' congregation of "Sadhus" and saints of 
any particular religious sect on the occaSlOn of the festival? 
lf~o, whydo they congregate? 

15. What is t h" general ritual of o'Jservation of religiDus 
fntivals at home? Is fasting or feast~llg or ke .. ping a"ake in 
the night. sea or ri ver-bath etc., observed VII any particular 
testival da-ys ? 

(ii) The Fair : 

16. Where is tbe fai, held? On how mu~h land? To 
whom docs the lano belong to an individual owner, or is it 
dedicated lal,d? Are taxe., rents, gifts, etc., collected from 
the fair and festival? At what time of the day or 
night is the fair usually held? Is there any particular reason 
why the fair is held on this particular site? 

17. How ancient is th~ fair? For how many days is it 
held? How many people attend? What ar'! the main castes 
or classes from which the larges! numher of people are 
drawn? Name the neighbouring villages or unions from which 
people/as,emble? How many usually attend? What is the 
average ratio of males and female5 who attend the fa,r? 
What are the main conveyances by which the people and pi 1-
gr ims travel to the fair? 

18. From which places do the shop-keepen and stall
holders come? Do the same sellers come regularly ~v .. ry 
-year? What are the articles or commoditks that are 
brought and sold most? 

19. How many shop~, stalls, broths, ete .• are op~n('d in 
the fair? HIlW rrany sellers sit in the open spaces? What is 
the figure of hawkers and pedlars ? 



20. Of all the shops, stalls, booths and pedlars, how 
many Jell: 

(a) 

(b) 

Foodstuffs - sweetmeats, 
varieties of food. 

Utensih - copper, 
ware, etc. 

brass, 

fried chips and other 

glass, earthen-

(c) Stationery - lanterns. torchlights, looking glas!es' 
combs and various other assorted goods. 

(d) Medicine - Ayurvedic herbs, kaviraji, hakimi, 
etc. 

(e) 

(fl 

Books and PicL..res - What are the most common 
types of books and pictures that sell best? 

Clothing materials - mill made, handloom products, 
piece-cloth, ready-made garments, 'hmgis', satranjas, 
mats, etc. 

(gJ Agricultural and artisanry implements - What are 
the articles and implements? Are sales of cattle, 
goats, birds and other animals transacted 1 

(b) Arts and crafts - Handloom products, cane and 
bamboo products, clay and wooden dolls, earthen
ware, basketry, etc Which are the places from 
where these articles of arts and crafts usually come 
for sale? Do the sellers come regularly every 
year? 

(i) Other miscelldneous articles. 

21. What facilities are available for the boarding and 
lodging of pilgrims or visitors? Are there any choultries? Are 
any special pandals erected? Is any public feeding organised? 
Do outside visitors alld pilgrIms slay more than a day for 
the festival or fa r 1 

22. What are the princip3l arrangements for catering 
recreation and amusement to tbe people coming to the fair? 
Give details of spOrts, sea-saw, circus, magic, gambling, 
lottery, jataras, theatres, musical soirt'es. ftC., that are Of

ganised 10 the r.ir. What are the most common themes of the 
jatard and theatres etc. ? Which parties come and from where 
do they come? Is there any dramatic or entertaioment party 
in the village itself? Give name and address of the leader of 
the party. Is it. possible to collect wngs and themes of the 
jatara and theatres? Do the same parties come evrry year? 
How many people do see or hear and participate in all the 
amusements? 

23. Is it a necessary religious ritual to drink alcohol or 
aoy other intoxicant during the ceremonies of worship and 
festival! 

24. Other remarks: Describe any other features. 

Name of correspondent: 

Address 1 

Occupation 

Date of sending the reply: 
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Section I 

VISAKHAPATNAM TALUK 

j& aripalle - Situated at the 14th milestone of 
Visakhapatnam--Araku trunk road and at a distance 
of 2 miles from Pendurthi Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 2,195 and 
it consists of the following communities: Brahmin, 
Kapu, Chakali, Mangali, Yatha, Jangam, Kamsali; 
and Scheduled Castes (l01). Agriculture, agricul
turallabour and other traditional occupations are 
the chief means of livelihood of the residents. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Paradesamma, 
Mtttyalamma and Malleswaraswamy are there in 
the village. The image of Malleswaraswamy is in 
the form of a Si val ioga m. There is a mantapam in 
Malleswaraswamy temple and a well by the side of 
the mantapam. The Sivallllgam of Lord Malleswara
swamy was installed by the ancient kings. The 
temple of .Malleswaraswamy is under repair. 

Sivaratri is celebrated for one day on Afagha 
Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February). A fair is 
held for Sankranti on 15th Januarv. Hair cuts and 
money are offered to the deity. The devotees deco
rate their houses and observe fasting. The fair is of 
ancient origin and the elders of the village are the 
patrons. Thousands of Hindu devotees of the 
village and the neighbouring vi Ilages participdte in 
it. Pujari is a Jangam with hereditary rights enjoy
ing I'lam lands. 

Cramadevathala Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
according to the convenience of the people. The 
Hindu devotees of the village and the neighbouring 
villages congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival. 
E'atables, mirrors, combs, toys, pictures and photos 
of gods are sold. Harikalhas or street dramas afford 
entertainment to the visitors. 

SOURCE: Sri Afukku Seetharamaiah, Villart Karnam, 
Saripalle. 

2. Rajayyapeta - Situated at a disti1nce of 2 
miles from Pelldurthi Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,078 and 
it consists of the following communities: Golla., 

Velama, Padmasale; and Scheduled Castes (222)~ 
Agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations are the chief meaDi of livelihood 
of the re~iden ts. 

The temple of the village deity Bangaramma is 
the place of worship in this village. 

Bangaramma uthsavam is celebrated for 2 days 
III Pushyam (December-January). Animals are 
sacrificed to the deity. It is being celebrated from 
ancient times. About 2,000 Hindu devotees of this 
village and the neighbouring villages congregate 
without an y distinction of caste or creed. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
for 2 days near the temple with a few shops selling 
eatables, fancy goods, etc. It is being held for the 
past 60 years. 

SOURCE: Sri Cadi Sl1ryanarayalla, Villagl Karnam, 
Raja}'Yapeta. 

3. Gopalapatllam - Situated at a distance of 
7 miles from Simhachalam Railway Station. This 
village is COlllJccted by a trunk road. It is said that 
this village is called Gopalapatnam because it Wa! 

once ruled by a king named Gopalaraju. There 
are relics of the earthen fort constructed at that 
time. 

The l(, t..d [Jopul'ltion of the village is 5,509 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Kapu, 
Golla, Telaga, Settibalija, Reddi, Viswabrahmin, 
Padmasale, Chakali, Mangali, Vaisya, Gavara, 
Brahmin; aI:d Scheduled Castes (888) - Mala, 
Madiga. Agriculture I agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations are the chief means oJ 
livelihood of the residents. 

The temples of the village are of Eswara, Sri 
Rama, Juvvalamma, Thotapalemma and Durgala
mma and the images of these deities are made of 
8t0'1e. There is no temple for Paradesamma deity. 

Cramadevathala Panduga is celebrated for 9 or 
15 days between Vaisakham and Jaistham (May~June). 
Cocoan uts, fruits, flowers, turmeric and kumkum are 
offered to the deity. Formerly there was animal. 
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sacrifice. But now it is prohibited. The devotees 
invite their relatives and arrange dinners. Some peo
ple observe fasting and jagar4na during this festival. 
It is of ancient origin though of local significance. 
Villagers are the patrons. Local Hindus take part 
in it. Pujari is a Kapu. Prasadam is distributed to all 
.and there is free feeding. Dramas, Bhagavathams, 
dc. afford entertainment during the festival. 

SOURCE: Sri Boddepalli Satyanarayana, Villag' Mun
siff, Gopalapatnam. 

4. CheemalapaJle - Situated at a distance of 
5 miles from Simhachalam Railway Station and 12 
miles from Visakhapatnam. 

The total population of the village is 974 and it 
is made up of the following com:nunities: Kamsali, 
Padmasale, Thelaka, Golla, Kapu, Chakali, Mangah, 
Gavara; and Scheduled Castes {89). Agriculture, 

.agriculturallabour and other traditional occupations 

.are the chief means of livelih )od of the residents. 

Sri Rolla Pydamm'l is the village deity. Her 
.abode is amidst a neem grove of 30 cents. She is 
worshipped in the form of wooden images. 

Gramad~v.ltha Parcduga is celebrated for 9 days 
in Vaisakham (April-May). Goats, fowls and sheep 
are sacrificed to the deity. People from this and the 
neighbouring villages congregate without any dis
tinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Yadava (GJlla) 
with hereditary rights. 

Sri Veera Brahmendraswamy Uthsavam is cele
brated in the month of Phalgunam, in the fourth 
week of February. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Ramanandam, Head Master, Chumala
palle. 

:5. Vepagunta- Situated at a distance of 2 
miles from Simhachilam Railway Station, 9! miles 
from Visakhapatnam, on the Visakhapatnam-Araku 
road. The Simhachalam Electricity Sub-Station is 
within the boundaries of this village. This village 
belongs to the Simhachalam Devasthanam and the 
pilgrims on their way to Simhachalam camp in this 
village. 

The total population of the village is 2,590 and 
it consists of the following communities. Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kapu, Golla, Padmasale, Sharabi, Chakali, 
Agnikulakshatriya; and Schedul-:d Castes (65). Agri
<culture, agricultural labour and other traditional 

occupations are the chief means of livelihood of the 
villagers. 

The temples of Sri Rama and Muthyalamma 
are there int he village. The image of Muthyalamma 
is made of wood and decorated with turmeric and 
kumkum. Sri Pydithallamma is also wor.hipped in 
this village. 

The village deity Muthyalamma Parsa IS cele
brated for 5 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi to 
Purnima (February-March). This festival usually 
commences from a Sunday and ends on Thursday in 
the third week of March. The devotees observe 
fast, go to the temple, offer fruits, cocoanuts, saffron, 
kumkum, sareeS and incense to the deity. There is 
no animal sa:rifice. The festival i. a few centuries 
old and is confined to this and the neighbouring 
villages. The festival expenditure is about 
Rs. 3,000. Kapus are the patrons. Three to four 
thousand devotees of the village and the neighbou
ring viilages like Adavivaram, Simhachalam, 
Gop31apatnam, Venkatapuram, Cheemalapalle, 
Porlup.llem, Chintalaagraharam and Pendurthi, 
etc., congrega te without any distinction of caste or 
creed Pujari is a Kapu with hereditary rights. 
The ]"d v pujari of the deity should be there during 
the fe,tival. The festival would be stopped if she 
is not there and it is celebrated only when she is all 
right. On Thursday, the deity is taken in a proces
sion with music, dances, fancy dresses and Koya 
daIlces around the village till evening and in the 
night the deity is sent into the temple. On all the 
days during the festival, devotees go to the 
temple with music, dances and other entertainments 
and take the darshan of the deity. In the night at 
10 0' clock Bhagavatham is enacted. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
for one day infront of the temple. Eatables, earthen
ware, lanterns, .mirrors, combs, handloom clothes, 
ready-made clothes and other things are sold in the 
fair. Koya dances, lottery and cocktight afford 
entertainment. 

Most of the people in this village are named 
after the deity as Muthyalamma or Muthya
laiah. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Ramakrishnamma, Vepagunta. 

6. Simhachalam - also called Simhagiri is 
about to miles to the north-east of Visakhapatnam, 
the District Headq uarters. It is a hamlet of Adi
vivaram village and is situated on the Simhachalam 
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range of hills. The main village Adavivaram is at 
the foot of the hill Simhachalam. It i~ about 800 
feet above the sea level and to the north of Vilakha
patnam. One can reach Simhachalam either by 
train which goes upto Simhachalam Railway 
Station or from Waltair which is an important 
junction on the Madras-Calcutta line. Visakha
p-1tnam is also connt'cted by air from Hyderabad. 
Lord Lakshmi Varaha Nrusimhaswamy established 
Himself on the 800 ft. high hillock anhd ence the 
place is called Simhlchalam (Hill of Sirnha - lion). 

The total population of the village Adavivaram 
is 4,716 and it consists of the following communi· 
ties: Brahmin, Vaisya. Kapu. Golla, Velama, 
Viswabrahmin (Kamsali). KClmmari, Chakali, 
Mangali, KlImmari, Bestha; Mala, Madiga Schedu
led Castes (In); Scheduled Tribes (216:,; and 
Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of the 
villagers is agric ulture. Some: people: live on temple 
service and by doing service to thz- pilgrims that 
visit the temple; the rest eke out their livelihood 
from agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditiondloccupations. 

The temple of Nrusimha (Narasimha), the m,llJ
Fon incarnation of Vishnu, is the most famous, 
richest and best sculptured shrJIlc in Visakha
patnam district and in honour of this deity a num

ber of people of the district are named Simh 1-

chalam, Simbadri, Narasimha and so on. There is 
a rose garden on the northern slope of the hill: 
This garden which is said to have been planted by 
the well-known Sitarama Raju of Vidana((aram 
kings in the 18rh century and is watered from a 
livulet flowing on this hill. The Rajas of Viziana
garam have been wardens of the shrine for over two 
unturies and have endowed it with land having an 
;. :1nual income of abJut Rs. 30,000. 

The wav to the temple runs along a glen that 
passes through the rose garden, terraced fields of 
pineapples, dotted with mango, jack and other 
trees. It is a broad flight of well-kept ston~ steps, 
lOver a thousand in number, on either side of which 
t('et'S luve been planted to provide shad!". At 
frequent intelvals, there are ima~es of the various 
Hindu Gods in little niches. On festival days.' the 
sup" are lighted from top to bottom. The steps 
eventu311y reach the narrow mouth of the glen, and 
here the path is barred by bold portal called 
H,~numa n's gate, by the ~ide of which the rivulet, 
which passes down the glen, is led into two pools 
where pilgrims bathe before they continue the as-

cent. This gate wal apparently a part of the fortifi
cations which, in former days, guarded the temple 
and other sacred places. Tradition states that the 
fortifications included as many as 24 bastions. A 
motora ble ghat road has recently been formed' from 
the foot of the hill leading to the temple. 

Passing through Hanuman's gate, pilgrims tra
verse a narrow part of the glen where the rivulet js; 

led through pipes and channels over several artifi
cial cascades surrounded by sculptures of the Gods,. 
and reach the amphitheatre in which, on a terrace 
partly cut out of the hill-side. stands the temple 
itse I f. 

The exact age of the temple is not known, but 
it contains an inscription dated as far back as 1098-
99 A. D., of the Chola King Kulothunga I, who 
conquered the Kalinga territories. It must thus 
have been a place of importance even then. Another 
imcription Ehows that a queen of the Vehnandu 
Chief Gonka III (1137-56) covered the image with 
gold; a third says that fhe Eastern Ganga King 
Narasimha I. built the central shrine, the mukhamart
dapam the llatyamalldapam and the enclosing velandah 
in black stOlle ill 1267-63. MallY other grants in
scribed on its w:·dls (tht Government Epigraphist's 
lists for 1899 gives about 125 of these) make it a 
regular repository of the history of the district. 

There are several inscriptions in the temple re
cording several historical f:lets and gifts made to 
the ttmple. During the period of Narasimhadeva 
Gajapathi alone (1273-1305), there are as many as 
301 inscriptions, The inscriptions about the victo
ries of Sri Krishnadevaraya during 1515-18, are 
conspicuu1I3 cilia the queen of Sri Krishnadevaraya 
gave a gold covering to the original idol and a neck
lace with a thousand valuable pearls. It was in 
17 i 3, that Simhachalam came under the Rajas of 
Vizianagaram from the Gajapathis of Cuttack. 
Vizianagara Gajapathi of Vizianagaram created 
enmity with Jaffer Ali of Srikakulam. The latter 
hi!"td the other Muslim armies, attacked Vlzia
nagaram and began to devastate Hindu tempks. 
J\l~t before the Muslim army could enter the 
sanctum at Simhlchalam, two devoted archnkas 
G0gulapati Kurmamdhakavi and HariharadaiU 
rnt~red the sanctum, bolted the door from inside, 
and began to pray while Kurmanadhakavi recited 
his player to God, Hariharadasu wrote on palm leaf 
w:th his steel pen. Mysteriously broze bees wtih 
life attacked the Muslim army and drove it out of 
the temple, and the temple was saved. The nunred 
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verses with the fourth line repeating (~8 oJ-o~ ~ooJ-o 

~o0J-6l~ N"~~oo:J-l) Vairi hara Ramha Simhadri 

Narasimha (the destroyer of the enemies-Lord 
Narasimha on the Simhadri hills) "is a valuable 
contribution to Telugu Literature as Simhadri 
Narasimha Satakam by thele two great devotees" 

Architecturally the temple deserves high praist. 
This is said to contain a square shrine surmounted 
by a high tower, a portico in front with a smaller 
tower about it, a square sixteen-pillared mandapam 
(called the mUkhamandapam) facing this, and an 

·enclosing verandah, all made of dark granite, richly 
and delicately carved with conventional and floral 

,ornament and scenes from the Vaishnavitl Puranas. 

"The Puranic legend of the temple takes us to the 
time of Hiranyakasipu and Prahlada, who are famous 
figures in Indian mythology. It is said that Hiranya
kasipu, the king of the Rakshasas, in order to punish 
his son Prahlada, who was firm in his devotion to the 
Lord, threw his son into the sea, and then placed the 
Simhachalam hill over his head in order to crush him 
completely. Pr.!.hlada was a great Bhaktha of Lord 
Narayana. Lord Narayana in his aspect of Narasiinha 
who went to the rescue of Prahlada, stood by t he side 
of the hill, and tilted it up a bit so that Prahlada may 
escape from the bottom of hill. Later on, in memory of 
the incident, Prahlada is said to have founded this 
shrine. 

One of the pillars in the lv[ukhamantapa of the tem
ple is named Kappam StlZmbham or the pillar of tribute. 
This at~racts large number of pilgrims, since the 
popular belief is, that this pillar has the power of cur
ing cattle disease, and also barrenness among women. 

The image of the diety in the shrine is covered 
with thick coating of sandal paste, which is said to have 
appeased the fury of the Lord after the destruction of 
Hiranyakasiou. This coating is removed only once a 
~ear on the Visakha day in May. As that day is 
-considered to be specially sacred, people from all over 
the country visit the shrine to have Darshan of the 
Lord. 

Lord Narayana took the incarnation of Lord Nara
simha in order that he may kill HiranyakasiPII with
out violating the many boons that he had obtained 
from various other Gods by the power of his Tapascharya. 
Even after the destruction of Hiranyakasipu, the 
·fury of the Lord did not abate, and this caused trouble 
.and fear to all the Devas. Thereupon Lord Siva as
sumed the shape of a bird or Sarabha and pacified Lord 
Narasimha. The wnsecration of this image of the 
Lord in this form is said to destroy enemies, secure 
success in battles, cure all ailments, and procure every 
good. 

Tlie temple comprises of Ii square shrine, surmoun
.ted by a high tower or Gopura and Mukhamantapa 

with a small circular tower over it. There is also a 
.quare sixteen-pillared mantapa, called the Natyamantapa 
and a stone car drawn by two horses, enclosed by 
a verandah, in which there are sculptured scenes from 
the Vishnupurana. Outside the enclosure and to the 
north of the temple, is the Kalyanamantapa, with 
ninety-six exquisitely carved pillars with different 
ornamentations, where the Lord's Kalyan/J Uthsava is 
performed on the eleventh day of the Suklapaksha, 
Chaitramasa (March-April) in every year. There are 
representations in sculpture of Lard Vishnu as Matsya 
and of Dhanvontri and Varuna. There are also nume
rous Murthis of Narasimha here. 

There is a perennial spring, locally called Canga
dhara, on this hill, and it is said to have medicinal 
properties also. The temple has got valuable gold and 
gem-set jewellery valued at nearly six lakhs of rupees 
the most important and interesting being the gold 
ornamental kavacham valued at a lakh of rupees and a 
gem-set emerald Patakam offered to the Lord by the 
famous.Viziayanagar King Krishnadevaraya in comme
moration of his victory over the Kalioga King. 

There is a Sthalapnrana for the temple which is 
divided into thirty-two chapters, and the original is 
said to be given in the Skandapurana by Sri Vedavyasa 
Bhattaraka through Jaimini Maharshi. The Sthala
pllrana consists 'Jf an account of the foundation of the 
temple, and relates the well known story of Hiranya
kasiplI and Prahlada, describing how Prahlada was 
thrown into the sea and how Simhachalam hill was 
placed on top of him and how Lord Vishnu went to his 
devotee's rescue and tilted upthe hill, so that his Bhaktha 
could crawl out, (and how Prahlada in· his gratitude 
founded;the shrine, where the Lord in his Narasimha 
aspect can be worshipped for ever. In subsequent ages 
this temple which was a favourite resort of the Devas, 
fell into disuse and decay. 

The <;tbalapurana then goes on to mention as to 
bow the temple which thus fell into decay was renovat
ed. The legend runs as follows: 

In the Chandravamsa, there was a king called 
Pururava. On account of his devotion and worship of 
Lord Brahma, he got as a boon a Pushpaka Vimana in 
which he was wandering all over the world. During 
his tours he came to mount Kailasa, the residence of 
Lord Siva with its pleasing gardens, refreshing spray 
water and beautiful trees. King Pururavas, being 
enchanted with the beauty of the place, went there 
sat on a boulder. Urvasi, one of the Apsarasas who 
was then coming to Lord Siva's temple, saw Pururavas 
and fell In love with him. The king also fell in love 
with her and they remained there - for anum ber of 
years. After some time Pururavas and Urvasi got into 
Pushpaka Vimana, and went south, where the king 
pointed out to Urvasi, the beautiful Simhadri hill, its 
pleasina sight of trees and fields. They both became 
enamoured of the ·hill and landed there. Urvasi and 
Pururavas thereupon decided to spend the rest of their 
Jives there, since they were so much taken up with the 
beauty of the place. 



Plate I. Entrance tower of Simhachalam temple. 

( Sl. No. 22, Visokhapatnam Taluk, p.4.) 
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Plate II. Vimanam of Simhachalam temple. 

( Sl. No.6, Visakhapatnam Taluk, p. 4.) 
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Urvasi. who was a divine Apsarasa, then recalled 
"her pall, and informed PUPlfaVdS that she had come to 
the Simbadri hill previously when Lord Nara~ana took 
on tbe aspect ofNarasimha in order to S4,'e Prahlada. 
'She tberefore, suggested that tbe Lord whose temple 
bad' by then fallen into decay alJd disllse, mllst be lying 
hidden some where and that if tbey Tenl)"at~d and 
worshipped the Lord, tbey would be rendering it lot of 
service to the people. U rvasi and Pururavas thereupon 
went in search ohhe Lord and found the Gangadhara 
rivulet flowing west in a pleasant garden full of delight
ful trees. They were so much enchanted by the natural 
be.llIty, that they got into the river and refreshed 
tb~mselves in it. 

Pururavas at that time conceived the idea that, in 
order to look out for the Lord, he must do some penan
ce. He, therefore. spread the Darbhasana acrosS, on a 
flat rock and along with his belov~d Urvui he entered 
upon a Prayopavesa meditating all the time upon the 
Lord, and praying for the Lord's Darshan and was thus 
doing Tapasrharya without food or water The king 
was in deep meditation for three days, and at the end of 
it he saw the Lord in his dream who told Pururavas 
that there was an ant-hill in front of the king in which 
the Lord's image was buried and that the king should 

-offer all shcrcd things like flowers, sandalwood, music, 
lighted lamps, scented smoke etc., to the Lord. The 
king woke up from his Samadhi searched the ant-hill 
and renovated the temple and consecrated the worship 
also. Uut in spite of his best efforts, he could not find 
the Lord's rect to worship. Then an Akasavani spoke 
out to the king, that the Lord's [ect will not be visible 
to any of them and th«t they 3re hidden in earth, as 
salvation will be attained by the mere sight of the Lord 
Lord Na:asimbaswamy should not be seen always in 
his pristine form, but only as covered with sandai paste 
except for one day of the year, namely the Akshaya 
Tritiya day, when li mere sight of the Lord in his pris
tine form will b"stow salvation "*1 

Historically there i~ scope to infer that the 
temple was constructed during the second decade of 
11th Century (ahout 1012) by Longala G3japat hi of 
the Gajapathi dynasty of Cuttack. In Andhra as a 
result of the rise and fall of Jtinism, Buddhism. 
SaivifID and Vaj~hnavi8m there haY!' been several 
cases where the Buddhist Chaityas were converted 
into Saivite temples, the Parswanatha temples of 
Jains were converted into Vaishna Temples and 
Lingams converted into the one or th~ othn of 
the Va ishnava idols. The greatest of the Vaishnava 
centres is not free from this contention. Simha
chalam, an equally sacred Vaishnava centre of today 
was the abode of Lord Siva originally. The follow
ing narration supports it. It was Sri Ramanuja
charya that conveIted several Saiva tempks into 
Vaishnava temples during his pilgrimage. It ha~ 
been recorded that he entered the temple at Tiru-

pathi. through a hole in the form of a snake and 
changed the Lingam .:JVernight into Lord Venka
teswara. He first approched Narasimha Gaja
pathi, the ruler of Vizianagaram, claimed that the 
temple on Simhachaldm waS originally a Vishnu 
temple and that it should again be cOllverted into 
a Vishnu temple. The king demanded proof of his 
claim. Ramanujacharya brought the king from 
Cuttack to Simhachalam and in his presence got (he 
sanctum of the temple locked and sealed. With his 
power of Parakaya Pravesam (the art of soul enter
ing the dead body of any creature temporarily) he 
entered the temp Ie in the form of a snake through 
the bondikanllam (the outlet for water used to bathe 
the Sivalingam) and painted on the forehead of the 
Sivalingam thirumani thiruchoornam namtlms (three 
vertical lines which are the marksof a Vaishnavite). 
This proved the claim of Ramanuja and Simha
chalam became a centre of Vaishnava temple and 
religion. The following is another version of the 
story. Sri Ramanujacharya speaking of Vaishna
vism in the Raja'S Darbar openly expressed his 
surprise why there was Saivite worship in Simha
chalam where the idol is actually Vaishnava image. 
One of the ministers questioned him whether there 
was anything wrong with his sight. Sri Raman uja
charya challenged that the next morning would 
prove whose sight was defective. At midnight the 
minister found Ramanujacharya absent from his 
room at the capital Cuttack and rode to the Simhacha
lam temple in post haste on horse-back with the king, 
and the retinue. The temple doors were opened and 
Ramanujacharya was caught changing the Lingam 
into a form He waS ordered to be taken to the 
court next day. He was found guilty of attempting 
to convert the Sivalitlgam into a Vaishnava image 
and that too stealthily. His head was ordered to 
be cut off and he was given an opportunity to ex
pre~s his last desire. Ramanujacharya said that he 
had dedicated his life to 'pread Vaishnavism and 
desired that Simach'llam should thereafter continue 
as centre of Vaishnavism. It is only then that the 
king could escape from his curse and the sin of 
killing him. The king decided that the Lord on 
Simhachalam should continue to be worshipped as 
a Siva Lingam throughuut the year except that day, 
i e., the thi/hi of the decision when it would be 
worshipped according to Ramanuja's deci~ion as a 
Vaishnava idol. The king repealed the death sen
tence and became a Vai~hnavite. As a result of this 
decision the entire idol is coverd with s tndal paste 
thIoughout the year to appear as a Sivalingam and 

1. Temples dud Legends oj Andhra Pradesh by Sri N. Ramesan. pp. 136-140. 
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the paste is removed on Vaisakha Suddha Tadiya the 
day of the decision, when the form of Varaha 
Narasimhaswamy the face being that of the sacred 
boar Varaha and the body, of Lord Narasimha 
(man-lion) is seen. 

The routine pujas ofTeled to the Lord ale as 
follows: Kavataudghata7la (opening of the gates) 5-30 
a.m., Theerdhakalasam from Gangadhara 5-45 a.m., 
ViswaroopadaT!ona 6-00 a.m., Aradhanll 6--30 a.m., 
Puja, dhoopam bhogam and baliharanam 8-::30 a m., and 
mongalasGsnam8-30to 11-OOa.m., from 11-00 a.m.to 
12-00 noon moharojabhogam; 12-00 noon to 1-00 pm. 
darson of the Lord to pilgrims, i-OO to 2-00 p.m. 
Pavvalimpu; 2-00 to 6-()O p.m. darsan to the pilgrims 
6-00 p.m. aradhana (ralriseva) and 8-00 p. m. paVl"l
limpu. The doors will be locked at 8-00 to 8-30 p.m. 

1 here are five Pujaris (archakas), five paricharikas 
(Assistant Pujarij) and a S thallacharya for the 
temple. The pujaris are Sarvasri Koilkendadai 
Veeraraghavacharyulu of Vadhulasa gotram, Adi. 
madhyam China Verkalacharyulu of Kasyapa gotram, 
Kandala Ramanujacliaryulu of Vadhulasa gotram 
and Pitharambaram Venkata Gopalacharyulu of 
Gowthama gotram. They are paid Rs. 264/- p.m. 
each. The paricharikas (Assistant Pujaris) are Sar
vasri Godavarthi Seetharamacharyulu, Gadavarthi 
Radhakrishnamachaq ulu and Gadavarlhi Krishna
macharyulu of Kasyapa gotram and Peddinti Appala~ 
charyulu of Bharadwaja gotram. They are paid 
Rs. 239/-: p.m. each. Sri Peddinti Sampathkumara
charyuJu afBhardwaja gotrom is the Sthanacharyulu. 
Sri Iragavarapu Venkata Rangacharyulu is the 
'Dravida Vedadhyapaka. 

Sri Varaha Lakshmi Narasimhaswamy Kalyano~ 
thsavam is celebrared for five days from Chaitra 
Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (March-April). Chandana
yathra is the most imp(Jrtant festivdl at this temple. 
Itis perfomed on Vaisakha Suddha Taliyo (April.May), 
the day on which it \Nas agreed between Ramanuja 
and the king of Katak to cover the idol a II thraugh 
the year with sandalwood paste and to remove it 
only on this day. It is on this day that the Darsan 
of the nij aswaroopa of the LOI d can be had by the 
devotees. This£is an ancient festival of all India 
importance. While the ritual of complete co-ating 

. the Lord with chandanam (sandalwood paste) is 
observed on Vaisakhal Suddha Purnima (April-May), 
Simhagiri, Pradakshina is observtd on Ashadha Suddha 
Purnima (June-July). The Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowment Board manages the temple 
with an Executive ~Officer. The temple gets an 

annual income of over six lakhs of rupees. Since
mere Darsan af the Lord in his original farm is; 
b~lieved to bestow liberation upon the people, 
several thousands of Hindus go over to the temple 
for this fest iva I, from all corners of India. The 
Pujari is a Brahmin and prasadam is distributed to· 
all. There are choultries for the visitors. 

At the foot of the hill there are spaciou~ choul
tries and sheds for the stay of the pilgrims wi th all 
the amenities like water and lighting Pilgrims 
may also have a bath in the sacred Pushkarani (lake) 
which is at a distance of about a furlong from the' 
foot of the hill. 

The temples af Sri Pydithalli Ammavaru, 
Venkatt"swaraswamy, Siva Panchavathana and of 
the other village deities are there in the village 
Advivaram. The image of Pydithalli Ammavaru 
in human form. 

Sri Pydithalli Ammavari uthsavam is celebrated' 
for 9 da ys in Jaistham (1\.-Iay-] une). It is announced 
on any Sunday in Jaistham and ampu uthsovam is celeb· 
rated on the next Tuesday. Goats, fowls and sheep. 
are sacrificed to tbe deity. It is being celebrated 
for the past 100 years. The patrons are the members 
of the Village Panchayat consisting of 7 members. 
The yearly income for the temple is Rs. 400/- from 
the pujas. Devotees from this and from the neigh
bouring villages congregate.' Pujari is a Kapu of 
Nagali gotram with hereditary rights. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebrated 
far 5 days from Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi to PU1Tlima 
(March.April) . 

The other temples at Simhachalam are those of 
Anjaneyaswamy and Bhairavaswamy. 

SOURCE: 1. "Temples and L~gmds In Andhra' 
Pradesh" b_v Sri N. RamesaTl, .\;1 . .4., 
I.A.S. 

2. "Places efillurest in Andhra Pradesh" 
published by informal ion and Public 
Relations Department, Hyderabad. 

3. Article in Andhra Pradesh weekly datrd' 
21-3-62 . 

4. Extract from "Thr Andhra Prabhti, 
dated 16-4-1961. 

5. Article in AnJhra Pathrika Daily dateti 
7-3-1962. 
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6. SrI M. V. Narllsimham, VIllage Kornam. 
Adavivaram. 

7. Srj Mortha Srinivasa Varadacharyulu, 
Pujari. 

8. Sri Ch. Purnachandra Rao, M. A., Economic 
lnvertigator. 

'7. Yendada - Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
to the north-east of Waltair Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,300 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Telaga, Golla, Kapu and Scheduled Castes 
(72). Agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
trad itional occupations are the chief means of liveli
hood of residents of the village. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Polamma, Durgal
;amma and Mogadaramma with their images in 
human form 'are there in the vi Hage. 

Gram(ldlvatha Ulhsavam is celebrated for 10 
,days in Jaistham (May-June). Sheep, Goats and 
fowls are sacrificed to the deity. The festival is a 
very ancient one though of local ,ignificance. The 
Hindu devotees of the village congregate. There 
are no pujaris to the deity. The devotees take 
sea-bath and observe jagarana during Sivaratri 
Bhajans are also performed. 

There is an ancient Siva temple near the Sea
shore in Rushikonda village. Even now there are 
the ruined wells, choultries and buildings. The 
temple is at a distance of 2 miles from this village. 
Thl'" devotees frem the neighbouring villages used to 

,celebrate Sivaratri in that village. Formerly 
Rushikonda village was an Agraharam. It is said 
that Rushikonda village owes its existence to the 
Siva temple. Daily pujas are nor usually performed 
at present in this temple and there are no proper 
communication facilities to that village. 

.sOURCE: B. V. 'ia'Yanarayana Village Karnam rendada , ' , 

S. Claillll~ Ga.i~la -Situited at a distance of 6 
miles from both Waltair Railway Station and 
Visakhapatnam. The G.N.T. road from Visakha
patnam to Bhee'muuipatnam serves the needs of 
,communicatios of the villagers very well. 

The total population of the village is 2, 185 and it is 
,'made up of the foll.:ming communities: Caste Hindus
:adava, Nagara, Sale, Kapu. Vada Balija; and 
. Scheduled Castes (440)-Mala, Mad iga. Agriculture, 

agricultural labour. trade and employment are the 
chief means of livelihood of the residents. 

There are no temples in this village. The 
village deity Polamma is worshipped in the form of 
an ant hill in a sacred abode. A pandal is erected 
during festival days. The hamlets of the village 
Santhapalem, Pedagadiki and Rendugulapadu also 
worship the deity. 

Polamma Uthsavam is celebrated in Ashadham 
(June-July) for 4 days commencing on a Sunday. 
Ghatams (earthen pots) are taken in a procession in 
the nights to every house and they put co:>ked rice 
into the ghatams. That food is taken by the pujarir. 
Fruits and kumkum are offered to the deity. Sheep 
goats and fowls are also sacrificed. The devotees 
invite their relatives to witness the Uthsavam. It 
is of ancient origin though of local significance. A 
Yadava, Vommi Appalaswamy is the patron. The 
local Hindus particip:ite in it. Pujari is a Harijan, 
Kanchibarika Ramudu. Prasadam is distributed to 
all This festival is also celebrated in the hamlets 
of this village on different dates according to their 
convenience. 

SOURCE: V. V. Chalapathi R'lo, Village Karnam, Chinno 
Gotdila. 

9. Mulagada - Situated at a distance of Ii 
miles from Gajuvaka., 5 miles from Duvvada Railway 
Station and 8 miles from Visakhapatnam. There is 
no road connecting this village. 

The total population of the village is 1,091 and 
it is made up of the following communities. Caste 
Hindus-Sisti Karnam, Kapu, Yadava; and Sche
duled Castes (188)-i\hla, Madiga. Agriculture and 
agricultural labour and other traditional occu
pations are the chief means of livelihood of the 
people. 

There is a temple of Kuncha Ammavaru which 
is the village dei ty . 

Kuncha Ammavari Panduga is celebrated for 
30 days from Sudlh,J PJdYJmi to Bakula Amavasya of 
which 11 days are impJrtant. It is celebrated once 
in 2 or 3 years. Sheep, goats and fowls are sacri
ficed to the deity on the 11 th day. It is of ancient 
origin though of local significance. The residents 
of the village congregate without any distinction of 
caste or creed. Pujari is a Kapu. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Venkata Subba Rao, Village Headman • 
Mula:ada. 



8 SECTION I 

10. Miadl-Situated at a distance of 7 miles from 
Visakhapatnam to its west about 2 miles from 
Duvvada Railway Station aDd 7 miles from Visakha
patnam. 

The total population of the village is 1,836 and 
it is made up of the following communi ties: Caste 
HinduI-Vaisya, Tdaga, Viswabrahmin, Kummari, 
Golla, Kapu, Mangali, Chakali; Scheduled Castes 
(81)-Mala, Madiga; and Muslims. Agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations 
are the chief means of livelihood of the residel,ts. 

There is a temple of the village dei ty Kan aka
durga with the image in human form. Mallamma 
Ptrantalu and Kunchalamma deities are also 
worshipped in this village with no temples. 

The village deity Kanakadurga Aradhona is 
celebrated for 9 days in Jois/ham (May-June). Ani
mals are sacrificec on the last day if the festival is 
celebrated once in 3 years. It is being celebrated 
for the past 100 years and is of local significance. 
Telagas are the patrons The residents of the village 
congregate without any distinction of caste or 
creed. Pujaris are Pallies (Agnikula Kshatrias) with 
hereditary rights. Uthsovam of Lord Rama is 
celebrated for 3 days from Pushya Bahula Ekadasi to 
Triodasi (February-March). 

The devotees take sea-bath and observe fasting 
during Maha Sivaratri. 

SOURCE:- Srj E. Surya Naray:ma, S:o. Guranna Dora 
Village Headman, ,Hindi. 

11. Jaggarajupeta- Situated at a distance of It 
miles from Duvvada Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 238 and it 
is made up of the following communit ies : Caste 
Hindus-Kapu; and Scheduled Castes (47)-Mala, 
Madiga. A~riculture and agricultural labour are 
the chief means of livelihood of the residents. 

There is the only temple of Nukalamma con
structed \vith palm leaves and the image is made of 
wood. 

The village deity Nukalamma Panduga is cele
brated for one ~ay according to the convenience of 
the villagers in Chailram (March-April). It is being 
ulebrated for the past over 100 years and is confined 
to this village only. The Hindu devotees of the 
village congregate to witness the festival. Pujari is 
Ch. Appala Swamy, a Kapa with hereditary rights. 

SOURC~: Sri K. Moheswar Rao, Headmaster, 
Jaggarajupeta 

12. Kurm8ftnapalem-Situated at a distance of Ii 
miles from Duvvada Railway Station and 10 miles 
from Visakhapatnam hy bus .. 

The total population of the vi Ilage is 449 and it 
is made up the following communities: Caste Hin
dus-Kapu, Viswabrahmin, Vadla, Chakali, Manga
Ii, Sisti Karnam; and Scheduled Castes (27)-Mala. 
Agriculture, agricultural labour, employment and 
traditional occupations are the chief means of 
livelihood of the residents. 

The templf s of the village are (Jf Kunchalamma, 
Durgalamma. Paradesamma and Maha Lakshma
mma. The images of these deities are made of wood. 

Cromadevatha Panduga is celebrated for 7 days 
in Chaitram (March-April) or Vaisakham (April-May). 
The deity is taken in a procession for these 7 days 
round the villege ami anupu uthsavam is celebrated on 
the sev~nth day. Fruits and flowers are offered and 
sheep and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. The 
devotees observe fasting and Jagarana. Bhagavatham is 
entertained on the last day. It is of ancient origin 
and is of local significance. The local devotees of 
all Hindu communities participate in it. Pu_jtJri i~ a 
Kapu. 

SOURCE:- Sri M. Narasinga Rao, Vill~ge Head man, 
Kurmannapalem. 

13. Fakeertikya-Situated at a distance of I mile 
from Duvvada Railway Station and I mile from 
Kurmannapalem by G.N.T. Road. 

The total population of the village is 1,494 and 
it is made up of many sub-communities of Caste 
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (78); and i'.Iuslims. Agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditiunal 
occupations are the ch iet means of livelihood of the 
residents. 

There is the only temple of the village deity 
Nukalamma wit~ a I\·ooden image in human form. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated in the bright 
fortnight of Chaitram (March-April). Animals are 
sacrificed and vows are fulfilled by the devotees. It 
is being celebrated since the inception of the village 
and is of local significance. The Hindu devotees of 
the village congregate. Pujari is Appala Narsi, a 
Golla with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE:- Sri K. Ma,luswaram, Headmall, Fakeertikya. 
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14. Vadlapudi- Situated on Visakhapatnam
Anakapalle Trunk Road (which is on Calcutta to 
Madras main road). at a distance of 2 miles from 
Duvvada Railway Station and 12 miles from 
Visakhapatnam. 

The total population of the village is 879 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindur-Kapu, Viswabrahmin, Vaisya, Chakali, 
Mangali; and Scheduled Castes (51) - Mala, Madiga. 
Agriculture and agricultural labour are the means of 

livelihood of the village. 

Temples of Sri Rama, Pydi thalli and Kunchala
mma are there in the village. 

Gramadwatha Uthsavam is celebrated for 7 days 
in Chaitram (March-April). Fowls and sheep are 
sacrificed and fruits and flowers are offered to the 
deity. Jagarana is observed on the last day. It is 
being celebrated from the ancient times and i~ of 
local significance. Kapus are the patrons, The 
Hindu devottes of the village congregate. Pujari 
is a Kapu with hereditary rights. 

Sri Ramothsavam is celebrated for one day on 
16th of January. 

SOURCE: - Stkhara Manthri Sannaiah; Village Karnam, 
Vadlapudi. 

1,5. Chinna Gantyada-Situated on Visakhapatnam
Anakapalle Trunk Road at a distance of 7 miles 

from Visakhapatnam. 

The total pClpulaiion of the village is 1,051 and 
it ~s made up the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Karnam, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Kapu; 
and Scheduled Castes (54) - Madiga, Agriculture, 
agricultural labour and vegetable selling are the 
chief means of livelihcod of the villagers. 

There is the only temple of the village deity 
Kunchalamma with a wooden image in female form. 

Gramadevatha Kunchalamma Aradhana is cele
brated for 9 days commening from a Wedesday to 
the next Thursday in Chaitram, generally, in the 
second week of April. Sheep, goats and fowls are 
sacrificed to the deity. It is of ancient origin though 
of local significance.. It is celebrated by collecting 
contributions from all the Kapus of the village. All 
the Hindu devotees of the village congregate. There 
art" no puJaris. 

SOURCE:- Manthri Suryanarayana 
Chinna GantJada. 

Village Headman, 

16. Nadupuru - Situated at a distance of 
6 miles from Duvvada Railway Station and 11 miles 
to the louth-west of Visakhapatnam. 

The total population of the village is 3,235 
and it is made up of several sub-communitiel of 
Caste Hindus: Scheduled Castes (265) and Sche~ 
duled Tribes (76). Agriculture, agricultural l.bour 
and other traditional occupations are the chief 
means of livelihood of the residents. 

The village deity Pydimamba is worshipped in 
this village. 

Pydimamba Uthsavam is celebrated for 5 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Dasami to Chaturdasi (February_ 
March). About 4,000 Hindu devotees of this and the 
neighbouring villages congregate for his festival. 

SOURCE:-Slatement oj Fairs and Festivals jUTl'IiJhed by th~ 
District Health Officer, Visakhapatnam. 

17. Appikonda - Situated on the sea-coast at 
a distance 8 miles from Duvvada Railway Station 
and 13 miles from Visakhapatnam. The nearest 
city for this village is Visakhapatnam. Kapila 
mahamuni is said to have installed the image of 
Scmalingeswafasw8my in this village. So it Wa~ cel
led Kapilakonda. Formerly fishermen used to live in 
those places and they called it Apilakonda. Apila
konda gradually became Appikonda. There is a 
ruined Ashram called Munibavi Ashram and there 
is a koneru (pond) in the Ashram. 

The total popula tion of the village is 1,519 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Ca!te 
Hindm-VeJama, Kapu, Balija, Kummari, Yadava, 
Chakali, Mangali; and Scheduled Castes (ll). Agri
c ulturF. ? gri cultural labour and other traditional oc
cupa tion s il re the means oflivelibocd of the residtnlS'. 

The village, though small, assumes reI igious 
importance owing to the construction of the above 
mentioned Siva temple containing a life-size bull 
calved ou t of black stone, besides number of other 
small temples of Sri Rama and 9 village deities. 
around it. But these small temples are mostly 
covered by sand and only the gopurams can be seen. 
The Siva temple contains inscriptions of 12th century 
A. D. which reveals that the grant of tbis village 
was by one of the Commanders-in-Chief of the 
Choda dynasty for the upkeep of the temple and 
performance of religious functions. 

Gramadevatha 
days in Chaitram 

Uthsavam is celebrated for I!) 

(March-April). AnimalS are 
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sacrificed alld (ruita are oft"ered to the deit y. It is 
being celebrated for the past two cen turies and is con
fined to this and the neighbouring villages. About 
500 Hindu. from this aDd the neighbouring villages 
congregate without any distinction of caste or ereed. 
Pujari is a Vada Da1ija with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
bdore the temple with a few shops selling eatables, 
pictures and photos. BMjalll and kola tams afford 
entertainment to the spectators. 

The other festival of the village is of Sri Soma~ 
lingcswara, celebrated during SiVQrat,i for one day 
on Magha Bakula C"aturci<&s;, (January-February). It 
is being celebrated for the past OVer 200 years and 
is confined to this and the neighbouring villages. 
About 8,000 devotees of all Hindu Castes con gregate 
from this and the neighbouring villages. The de~ 

votets take sea-both. 

A fair is held in connection with the festh'al in 
front of the temple witb a few shops selling eatables, 
books, toys, etc. 

Sri Rama. UtMavam is also celebrated in PushJ4m 
(December-January). 

SOURCE:- Sri S. Appa[llnarasaiah, Village Karnam, 
Appikonda. 

18. Siddes'Waram. - Situated at a distance of 
3 miles from Balacheruvu S;tlt Factory and 12 
miles from Visakhapatnam to its south-west. To 
go to Visakhapatnam one has to catch bus at 
Balacheruvu which is at a distance of 3 mile •. 
Siddhulanagaram is near the sea-shore at a distance 
of one mile from the present Siddewaram. There 
is a hill called Siddhulakonda in which saints and 
s/Jdhus were believed to be living. There are konerlu 
(~()nds) to the east and west of the hill and sadhus 
used to take bath ~n those ponds. Even now the 
pond to the east of the hill is called 'Nallava'. 

The total population of the village is 1,315 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Kapu, Golla, Viswabrahmin, Settibalija. 
Sale, Velama, Chakali, M1ngali; Scheduled Castes 
(8}-Harijan and Muslims. Agriculture, agricultllral 
labour and other traditi<)nal occupations are the 
chief means of livelihood of the residents. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Kunchamamba, 
Pydimatnba Bhulokamma, Mahaaakthamma and 
P.o~mma are found,in the village. The images of 

Kunchamamba, Pydimamba, Bhulokamma and 
MahilSaktbinuna ate 3 feet in height painted with 
varni.b. The illlaae of Polamma, 6 inches in height 
ia made of wood. 

GramadelHllir4l11 UIJutIVtJmulu are celebrated 
for 15 days in Chaitrllm frolll March 15th to 30th. 
During the festival, the PujOfi goel round the ~vil1age 
with ghatams (earthen vessels) over his head. All 
the devotees offer cooked food and sweets and the 
Pujari takes all those thin~. Sheep, goats, fowls 
are sacrificed to the deities. A he-buffaloe is 
sacrificed to Kunchamamba. The devotees offer 
nai[dyam at their bouses to the deity. The festival 
is of ancient origin. The patrons are Reddis (Kapus). 
Local people and about 300 from the neighbouring 
villages congregate. 

SOURCE:- 1. Sri A. !Yar4singa Rao. 
2, Sri R. V. Narasimha Murthy, Village 

Karnam, SiddtsW1ram. 

19. Nellimukku-Situated to the east of Gajuvaka
Balacheruvu road, at a distance of 9 miles from 
Duvvada Railway Station and 12 miles from Visa. 
khapatnam. There is bus route upto B31acheruvu 
from Vis~khapatnam. 

Tbe G.N.T. Road passes at a distance of about 
ti miles from this village connected by BaJacheruvu 
road. Thadi the nearest Railwiay Station on the 
South-Central Railway (broad guage) is about 7 
miles from this village. 

The total population of the village is 6,135 and 
it il made up or the following communities: Caste 
Hindus Vaisya, Kapu, Agnikulakshatriya, Vada 
Balija, Jalari, Chakali, Mangali, Sale, Sisti Karnam. 
Settibalija, Teli,' .. GoundIa; Scheduled Castes (388) 
Madiga, Dasari; and Christians. The village extends 
over an area of 6.66 square miles and there are 
al together l,208 occupied residential houses. Agri
iculture is the major means of livelihood for a large 
number of people and tbe total number of agicultural 
workers is 2,099. Wet paddy, ragi and hajfa are 
the chief food crops raised. Fishin~ is another Olajor 
occupation on account of the nearness of this place 
to the sea. There is a separa.te elementary school 
mai ntained by the Fisheries Department, exclusively 
for the children of fishermen. 

The temples of the village arc, of Sri Rama, 
Pentamma and Madhavallwamy. The images or 
Pentamma and Madbvaswamy arc made of stone. 
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Pentamma Panduga is celebrated for one day 
on Chaitra Sudtlha Purnima (March-April). Sheep, 
goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. Cocoanuts 
arid fruits are offered with naivedyam and incense. 
It is being celebrated from ancient tim.es and is 
confined to this and the neighbouring villages. 
About 5,000 Hindu devotees congregate without 
any distinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Kalingi 
with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
ror one day with a few shops selling eatables, uten
sils, toys, etc., Bhajans, magic and fancy dresses 
entertain the vil;itors during the festiv~l. 

Madhavaswamy Jatara is celebrated for one 
day on Magha Suddha Purnima (February-March). 
The devotees take sea-bath and obst'rve Jagoram. A 
fair is held near the leashore in connection with the 
festival with a few shops. 

Sri Rama uthsavam is celebrated on Magha 
S.ddha Elcadasi (January-February). On that night 
Lord Rama is taken in procession with music and 
6hajans. Jagarana is observed on that day. BhagfUJa
tham or a drama is enacted on that night ~oon after 
procession. 

SOURCE:- Sri M. A. Norasingll Rao, Village Karttam. 
Siddeswaram. 

10. Peddagantyada - Situated at atance of li 
miles from Gajuvaka, 6 miles from Duvvada Rail
way Station, 8 miles from Visakhapatnam and on 
Balacheruvu - Simhachalam bus route. 

The total population of the village is 3,411 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Kapu, Reddi, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, 
Mangali; and Scheduled Castes (53). Agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other tl'aditional occupations 
are the chief means of livelihood of the residents. 

The temples of the village are of Kunchamma, 
Pydithalli and Sri Rama, whieh are constructed 
with lime and st!>ne. The deity Nukalamma is also 
worshipped in this village. 

Gramadevathala· Pandugalu are celebrated for 
7 days in Chaitram (March-April) and Jaishlam 
(May-June), once in 3 years. Fruits and flowers are 
offered with incense to the deity. Sheep, goats and 
'fowls are sacrificed. The pujaris observe falting 
on the last day. The festivals ate of ancient origin 

though of local significance. They are celebrated 
by collecting donations by the villagers. Reddis are 
the patrons. The local devotees of all communities 
participate. Fishermen are the pujaris. BhagaVGtham 
or a drama is enacted on the last day by the 
villagers. 

SOURcE:-Sri Mr. Narasimha Murthy, Village Karnam~ 
Peddagantyada. 

21. Gajuvaka - Situated at a distance of 7 miles 
to the west of Visakhapatnam by a motorable 
road. 

The total popUlation of the vlllage is 1,231 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Vaisya, Yadava, Kapu, Sale, Chakali, 
Viswabrahmin, Reddi; Scheduled Castes (19) and 
Christians. Agriculture, agricultural labour, trade 
and other traditional occupations are the means of 
livelihood of the residents. 

The village deities Kunchalamma, Durgal
amma, Paradesamma, Muthyalamma each have 
temple and they are worshipped by sacrificing birds 
and animab. There is a mosque and also a darga 
of Syed Boddu Madeena Shah. 

Kunchalamma, Durgalamma, Paradesamma, 
Muthyalamma festivals are celebrated all at a time 
in Chaitram (March-April) or VaiJakham (May-June) 
for 7 days. The festival. are being celebrated since 
the inception of the village, and are of local signifi
cance only. Local Hindus of all communities take 
part in the festivals. Pujori is a Kapu with heredi
tary right.. Bhajans, exhibition of physical feats 
and fancy dresses on carts are arranged for the 
festival. 

Sri RcJma Navami is being celebrated for 9 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Navam; (March-April) for the 
past two years with local congregation. During the 
festival, daily lighting, Harikathas, distribution or 
prasadam, exhibition of physical feats, fancy dresses 
on carts and processions are conducted. 

Vinayaka Chaturthi is being celebrated for ~ 
da ys from Bhadrapada Suddha Chavithi (August. 
September) since about 10 years. Only people of 
this village take part. 

Syed Boddu Madeena Shah Urs is benig cele
brated in February every year at the darga for the 
past 10 years. Only residents of the place taken part 
in this festival. During the Urs there is tandhothsavam. 

SOURCE:- Sri recti Narasappa, Headman, Gajuvakc. 



. SECTION 

~:J. VlsakhapatDam. - A Municipality with 
a. \lGp\1tiltion of l8~,OO* persona as per the 1961 
t:fo~I,1S C(.l~nt is the headquarters of the district and 
~Ulluk .fthe lame name. 

"Visakhapatnam. one of the important ports of tbe 
ust coast and a major towa of Andhra Pradesh, con
.. i1lll several. .pOts of interen t\) the tourist. 

According to tradition tbe town was known 
.c,entllries.ago as 'Vai!al:hll'. It was part o(the kingdom 

. ~ of K'alinga which _tretched from the Mahanadi river 
In tbe Morth (now in OEissa) to the Godavari riva in 
lOuth. The king. of Gang" dynasty who captured 
Kalin,. kingdom and ruled till about 1443, ate 
Itated to have bullt part of tbe rimous SiOlhacllllam 
temple in Visakhapatuam and from tbe inscriptions 
found in that temple much of the history of that period 
bas ~OIlle to light. 

Afler the Ganga kings the Kalinga Kingdom was 
under the control of small rulets. 

After Baber bad Ia.id the foundatiClo for the 
,Moghul rule in India and the Moghul empire grew in 
sit-t, Kalin8~ formed part of it. Viceroys of the ':-'loghul 
rulers Were in charge of various prOVinces of the 
empire. Visakhapatnam and the neighbouring places 
were under tbe control of the Viceroy of Deccan, 
thCIl known al the Subedar forerunner of the Nizam of 
Hyder.bad. Under the Suhedar was the Faxijdar who 
was in charge of Jpecific areas. 

In 1682 representatives of the East India Company 
approacbed tbe Faujdlr;o charge of Visakhapatnam to 
carryon their work. Although the European settler. 
Were nominally unda the prot,=ctiou of the Moghuh, 
tbey were mUCQ trollbled by plunderers and s() they 
ueeted fortifications, 

In the year 17~8 the Subedar of the Deccan died 
and the r-rench and the British i::nm~diately took sides 
WIth the various cbimants. Salabat Jang Supported 
by the FreDch fitl;;ally secured tbe post as the New 
lubedaroftheDeccan. In 1753 the French General 
Du .. y acquired the Circus in return for the support he 
had given to Salabat Jung. The Circars consisted of 
G'lOtur. KondapalIi, Elore, Rajahmundty ;;and Chica
cole (now Srikakulam). The last named place indu
~ed Visaglpatnam and Ganjam Later all these pla
:c, elm- u1.der the British an:! ViH~ hlC-l'llC PJrt of 
Madras Presidency." 1 

"Law~on's Bay: This Bay takes its name from 
Patrick Lawson. Commandar of the lndia mln "Lord 
Hobart". Why eXactly the bay is .amed after him 

'is not recorded but it is possible that he built a bunga
low a.t that place. He was buried in the old Blst India 
Company Cem.tery in 1820" 2. 

Tne' city is built along the seashore of a wide 
Bay 5 miles across which is bounded and broken by 
the bold headland called the Dolphin'S Nose 0,174 
feet above the sea level). This place has been called 
the Dolphin's NOle the earliest times of the East 
India Company. It il still sometimes called Black~ 
more HilI by the local inhabitants due to the fact 
that 4+ acreS of land Wal leased in 1801 by Captain 
Blackmore of the Vizagapatam Garrison. He built 
a house, the ruins of whi~h are still to be seen near 
the banyan trce and further up the hill near the old 
Flagstaff. The built up area comprising Visakha~ 
patPam and WaHair lies from the southern end of 
the Bay to its northern end with a fine road all along 
its shore. The drive a[ong this road will reveal a 
series of splendid buildings a~ various elevations 
slightly to the interior of the seashore. 

The Governor's summer residence known a~ the 
'Circait House' is located on one of the hills at 
Waltair. This place is ideally situated and has a 
clear and splendid view of the sea which seems 
a lrnost to caress its feet. This house was previously 
a bUll~alow known as Thomas' Folly on the range of 
hills north of Visakhapatnam. It stands at a height 
of 1,500 ft. and was built in the year 1871 by Mr. E. 
C. E. Thoma.s who waS a judge at Visakhapatnam. 
He WaS c,nried down the hill every morning and 
driven t·) Court returning in the evening by the same 
mean.. He tried to get a sanatortium made on the 
hill but the authorities dropped tbe proposal in view 
of the tcarcity of water there, V\'hen it is not occu
pi(d by the Governor it is being used as a State 
Guest House for the occupation of the Very Impor
taut 'Persons who vilit this place. Vuy chse to the 
Circult House is the Waltair Club which is also 
quite an old institution and it still preserveS its air of 
exclusiveness and style. F~tther north lie the 
Collector's residence and tue Andhra Ulliversity, 
Opposite to the main gate of the Andhra University, 
lome buildings have come up forming the .. esiden
tial colony of the officers of the Caltex Oil R,:finery. 
This c"liony looks most modern. The modern houses 
of American design are quite exquisite. 

The harbour in Visakhapltnam is omsirf~red to 
hI" one of the best natural h"rbc)Urs of the world. It 
wJ.~ foJund that the romth of thi~ harbour wa.s 
getting blocked on account of sand beil'lg deposited 
by tidal action. Therefore, after a detailed study 
of this problem it Was decided to sink two ships in 

1. Historic Vi~ag - An article by Sri l.\., G:>p,ia R~o in 'Toe Hindu' dilted 1-7-1961. 

2. Ibid 
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·the path of these tides to prevent the sand from 
reaching the mouth of the harbour. Eversince this 

'WaS' done the problem of silting has been minimised. 
These two sunken ships can be seen from the shore. 
Large ocean liners can now enter the harb::lur with-

·out much difficulty and these have to be piloted by 
'pilots from the hubour. Dredging operations also 
go on ontinuQusly for keeping the harbour channel 
in a proper condition. There is a large scheme of 
further exp~nsion of the harbour. Dilring 1960-61, 
13,64,066 tOllS of imports and 14,39,922 tons of 
exports were handled at this harb:)Ur. Heavy 
machinery, foodgrains and crude oil are the chief 
items of imports; while iron ore is the chief item 0 f 
export. There is Hindustan Ship Yard within the 
harbour area, manufacturing ships both for commer. 
cial use as well as for the Indian Navy. Naval base 
is situated at one end of the harbour. 

Tbe harbour area is a very pictur~squ~ spot. 
The hills seem to suddently rise from the water. One 
such hill is known a5 Rose hill. The hill which runs 
north of the Visakhaptanam harbour entrance cha
nnel takes its ~ame from Mr. Rose, who was a Sub
Judge and who built a bungalow on the hill in the 
'year 1848. The Roman C;;J.tholic Mission purchased 
the hill in 1867 and built a chapel On it. On ,"nother 
hill there is a tem pie, while on a third hill there is 
shrine and a mosque. This shrine is said to be of a 
Muslim saint by name Saiyad Madina alias Ishaq 
Madina. This is an important place of pilgrimage 
for Muslims. The Town Hall is said to have been 
presented by the Maharaja of Bobbili to commemo
rate the late ~ueen Victoria's DiamE>nd Jubilee. 

Waltair is an important railway junction from 
where trains could be had to Raipur, Calcutta and 
Madras. There is an Airport a few miles away from 
Visakhapatnam. The city has become very impor
tant and crowded on account of the location of 
various indultries, educational and technical insti. 
tutions. The main road leading from the harbour 
towards Waltair has become a commercial centre 
and is very ~ongested, The atmosphere of dust and 
din gr;lduaUy changes as one traverses up the road 
from Visakhapatnam to Waltair. 

"If the harbour is in~on5picuous, the King George 
Hospital is dominating, It overpowers the town both 
physically and psychologically. The group of build
ings that make up·the hospital have nC!) architectural 
pretensions but, perched on a hillock, they command a 
majestic view of the town. It is also claimed to be the 
biggest bospital in the whole country, with a schedu
led strength of 1,200 beds. It draws patients from all 

the coastal districts of Andhra. A sizable floating ,.,0-
pulation of the town is made up by the rdatives of the 
sick. 

Time was when admitt'l.nce in a public hospital 
meant a signal for departure from earth. and there Was 
R current joke that the Visakhapatnam Hospital deno
ted a point of no relura. Not that conditions there 
were ever bad. Only the patients who were brought 
for admission in olden days were, A mental aversion 
to being admitted in a hospital kept the sufferers at 
bome until tbe attending doctor gave up hope. No 
wonder mortality rate in the hospital was so high at 
one time that the authorities tried to reduce it ill those 
days by discharging dying patients. Things have no 
doubt changed. People may still grumble about the 
treatment at public hospitals, but, at any rate. tbey 
seek admission while there is hope of recovery. The 
atmosphere around the King George Hospital might be 
gloomy, as similar settings are elsewhere, but the 
students of the attached Medical College provide a 
breath of excitement and a dash of colour to the town. 
They are fashionably, if 1I0t foppiibly, dressed. An 
air of romance is associated with them, for the ignorant 
Itill believe that the nurses are game. In a prim 
mofussil town. otherwise devoid of glamour and cxcit
ment, this thought is to be tolerated. 

Rather than its positive 'tttaractiotlS, it may have 
been the aversion of the first Vice-Chancellor, 
Dr. C. R. Reddy, to a hot ani humid claimate and the 
minded rivalries in othcr towns that pitch.lorked 
Andhra University to Visakhapamam. Whatever the 
cause, the choice proved fortun·ete. Visakhapatnam 
is cool and calm not just physically but phychologica, 
lly,. tv". It escapes the heat of the controversies and 
narrow-minded jealousies that rock other towns iii 
Andhra. It is peaceful and peace is required to foster 
a University. Like the Andhra State later, \ndhra 
University too had to be achieved after an acrimonious 
agitatioll. Internal strife on matters of jurisdiction 
enfeebled it, leaving the University colleges in the 
Rayalaseema districts to continue .1l1ilidted (0 :\1adras 
University. The sedate and sober atmosphere of 
Vi~akhapatnam has enabled the University to develop 
with extraordinuy vigour. 

The Uuiversity campus occupies a comm<lnding 
and spacious area in the \V:lltair urlands, and 'vV . .tlair 
is the real glory of Visakhapatnam. The layout (If the 
University site is pede,train. Ar::hitectucall y, the 
buildings are non-descript and remind One of the 
Government offices in mofns;il towns. pre;ellting a 
dull, drab design. But the studen~s h'lVe, luckiiy, not 
been influenced by the monotony of the surroundings 
and have quickly made their mark, e,pecially in tech
llogical studies. They appear a docile lot, but are 
strong enough not to be dominated by politicans or 
convulsed by political strifes. T hey do not stage riots 
or strikes at the slightest excuse as do their bretheren. 
in other universities. Nor are there amorou, scandals 
or intriguing elopements to distract their minds. 
Their minds merge with the tranquil atmosphere of the 
town. 

13 
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The University institutions have not been able 
to radiate an intellectual atmosphere around. Per
haps this is because Visakbapatnam has been in a pre
dominantly zamindari region, with a permanent settle
ment instead of the ryotwari settlements in other dis
tricts. The vigorous. individualistic peasant and the 
middle class intellectual, professional or otherwise, have 
been largely absent. The population was made up by 
a rich few and a majority of the very poor, <;ycophants, 
associated with the Zamindari feudal system, were on 
the scene till recently. They have largely disappeared 
now, but a thriving middle class has not yet risen in 
sufficient numbers to make an impressi:m on the 
character of the town. 

Culture is still traced from Raja Vikrama Deo 
Varma of Jeypore, who spent the best part of his life 

- in Visakhapatnam awaiting his turn to ascend the 
throne of Jeypore (in Orissa). People still refer nos
talgically to'the good old times when he was the pat
ron of poetry and drama-

Visakhapatnam is where the modern and the 
medieval meet; where vegetables are counted, not 
weighed, for sale; where, in good old days, when there 
was no prohibition, foreign liquor was unabashedly 
consumed by orthodox Brahmins in silk dhotis, and 
puja at home and membership of the Masonic Lodge 
did not sound incongruous. 

In this mixed atmosphere 0 f the medieval and the 
modern, there is, too, a certain primitive air about the 
town. Except for the uplands of Waltair, Viaakhapat
nam is backward in modern amenities of living. Not 
one locality has a proper system of drainage and at 
many places foul smelling open gutters run alongside 
the houses. "The Andhras are yogis," quipped a wit. 
And, .sure enough, they have to be here, for walking 
down'the streets of Visakhapatnam, one haa to hold 
one', breath all along. The beach could have been an 
enchanting spot, but it stands abused by everyone. 

The few bus routes do not make a transport ser
vice. One ·has to rely on the cycle-rickshaws. The 
Itately, though, leisurely, phaeton-like bullock cart has 
disappeared and givrn place to the vulgar and ubiquit
ous cycle-rickshaw. The bullock cart was comfortable. 
It was safe even if it was slow. It permitted young 
couples even to flirt on the way in comfort. 

Vilakhap&tnam is the town in Andhra where that 
most becoroing hair-do, the koppu, is still seen. With 
a single flower stuck in, the koppu makes even middle 
aged women alluring. 

The women of the masses are sturdy and aggres
sive. There goes a woman smooking a cheroot-the 
country variety for which Andhra is famous. It is in
triguing : it excites one's curiosity. The lighted end 
is in the mouth. Does it not burn the tongue? what 
happened to the ash? Ah, it is an art, to smoke it with 
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the lighted end in the mouth. The woman can smile
and demostrate. 

People here, in general, are refreshingly different •. 
There is a lilt in their speech, a peculiar tang in their 
language. The colloquial idiom is striking. Their 
view point on men and matters, too, is original and 
their cynicism is amusing. They are a friendly lot. 

The young writers - banded together as Visakha Wri-· 
ters Group - are enriching Telugu literature, with,. 
their idoms and attitudes. 

Visakhapatnam claims many an 'only institution' 
in Andhra, eXcluding those in the capital, Hyderabad, 
which is in the Telangana region. It has the only 
mental hospital; the only functioning aerodrome; the' 
only refinery; the only naval establishment. Dont they 
make up an impressive list? However, i~ still remains·. 
an undeveloped town. 

With no past weighing it down Visakhapatnam is 
to be admired not for what it has achieved but for 
what it can. perhaps, achieve" 3. 

Sri Jagannadhaswamy temple which was cons
tructed in 1848 with its image in human form, Sri: 
Bheemeswara Swamy temple with a stone Sivalingam 
are the important teples in this city. The image 
of Sri Rajarajeswari Devi was installed over a 100 
years ago in this temple and the image is in human 
form. During the 12 years exile of the Pandavas, 
Bhima, the second of the Panda vas installed a Siva
lingam in this vill~ge and 80 it goes by the name 
Bheemeswara temple. The other temples of wor
ship in this city are of Sri Kanyakaparameswar! 
Devi, with the image in human form, which was 
constructed in 1888, Sri Sita Ramaswamy temple
with the images in human form, Sri Kanaka Maha
lakshmi Amma vari temple with the image in humam 
form, Yellamma temple, Sri Venkateswaraswamy 
temple with the images in the form of a lizard, Sri 
Rama t~mple with the idols in human form and Sri 
Durgalamma temple. The image of Durgalamma_ 
is in female form, 10 feet in height with 8 hands hold
ing sanku (conch) chakra (quoit), gada (mace), trisulam 
(trident) and snake and in the form of 'Mahishashu. 
ra Mardhani'. This image of the deity was install
ed by Sri Chaganti Venkanna, who is a devotee of 
Kanakadurga of Vijayawada. There are Kanne 
Meramma temple and a Darla also in this city. 

Sri Jagannadhaswamy Rathothsavam is celebrated 
for II days from Ashada Suddha Vidiya to Dwadas; 
(June-July). It is being celebrated from 1850 A.D. 
The Hindu devotees of the town congregate without 

3. Cities of India-16 Visakhopatnam-An article by Sri S. M. Y. Sastry in "The Illustrated Weekly of India", January 21, 
1962 - PP. 4>43. 
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Plate III. Sri J agannadha Swamy temple, Visakbapatnam. 
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Plate IV. Idols of Balabhadra, Jagannadha and Subhadra in 
the Jagannadha Swamy temple, Visakhapatnam. 
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Plate V. Sri Venkateswara temple, Visakhapatnam. 

( St. No. 22, Visakhapatnam Taluk, p. 15.) 



Plate VI. Idols of Sri Sita Rama Swamy temple,Visakhapatnam. 

(st. No. 22, Visakhapatnam Taluk, p. 15.) 
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Plate VII. Sri Kanyakaparameswari Deity, Visakhapatnam. 

( st. No. 22, Visakhapalnam Taluk, p. 15.) 



Plate VII I. Sri Kanakamahctlakshmi Deity, Buruzupeta, V isakhapatnam. 

( St. No. 22, Visakhapatl1am Toluk, p. /5.) 

Hate IX. People gathered around Sri Kanakamahalakshmi Deity, Visakhapatnam. 

( St. No. 22, Visakliapatnam Taluk, p. 15.) 
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:~ny distinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Vaisha
nava of Athreyasa gotram and the patron s are Vaisyas. 
Every day the deity is taken in a procession with 
Majans. RathothsafJam is celebrated on the last day 
and there is poor feeding on that day. 

Sri Venkateswarswamy festival is celebrated for 
3 weeks from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi (February
March). It is being celebrated for the past 200 
yean. The Hindu devotees of the town congregat.e 
without any distinction of caste or creed. Pujar;1 
are Reddis of Narayana gotram and patrons are also 
-Reddis. The deity is taken in a procession with 
bhajans and puranasravan.m. The devotees discharge 
-their vows in the form of cash. 

Sri Rama Navarni is celebrated for 9 days from 
'-Chaitrll Suddha Pad.:JUni III NaN,.; (March-April). It 
is of ancient origin. The devotees of the city 

-congregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 
"There are lOme committees which collect donations 
-from the people for performing the festival. There 
i. poor feeding during the festival. Special pandals 
,are erected and the images are placed there. 

Sri Sita Ramaswamy festival is celebrated for 6 
·days from Jaistha Saddha Ekada$i (May-June). It is 
being celebrated from 1614 A. D_ and is of local 

>.significance. The Hindu devotees of the town con
-gregate. Pujlln is a Vaighnasa Brahmin of Athre. 
yasa totram. Cocoanuts and plantains are offe.red to 
the deity. Kumkum pujas are performed. Pr~sadam 
is distributed to all. Mukkoti Ekadasi is celebrated 
for Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January-February) in this 
-temple. The devotees take sea bath and observe 
fasting on Mukkoti Ekadasi. 

Sri Bheemeswara-Rajarajeswari festival is cele
brated for 5 days from Vaisakha Syddha Ekadasi fo 
Purllima (April-May). It is of ancient origin. The 
Hindu devotees of the town take part in the festival. 
Pujari is a Dravida Brahmin of Bharad wajasa gotram 
witl:t the family name Kothalanka and the patrons 
are Vaisyal. The Kalyanam of Sri Bheemeswara
Raj~rajeswari Devi is performed during this festival. 
Abhuhtlcam is performed to Bheemeswaraswamy and 

·kumkuma puja to Rajarajeswari. There is po:>r feed-
ing during the festival. Maha Siuaratri is celebrated 
in MIIgham (January-February). . 

Sri Kanyakaparameswari Uthsavam is celebra
. ted .for 3 days from Phalgun'J Suddha Nauami to Elca _ "'s, (February-March). It is being celebrated from 
J880 A. D. onwards and is of local significance. The 

residents of the town congregate without any distinc
tion of caste or creed. Pujari is a Velanati Brahmin 
of Bharadwajasa gotram and his family name is 
Sthanapathi. The patrons are Vaisyas. Kurnkuma 
pujas are performed to the de-ity. Puranakalakshepams 
and Chanting of vedic mantras are held. There is poor 
feeding. Navarathrulu are also celebrated in A.!Vijam 
(September-October) for this deity. 

Sri Kanakamahalakshmi deity symbolised in a 
two feet high stone in human form is there in the 
Buruzupeta street alias Kanakamahalashmi street. 
She is a very ancient deity. It 1916-17, the idol was 
removed and placed in a nereby shed at a few yards 
distance from the present place. In 1918, plague 
swept away the area. The family of the man 
who removed the idol was completely extinguished. 
The deity appeared in dream to Smt. Gummalla 
Amma. B reader of Bhagavadgita and a devotee. 
and told her that she could control the disease. 
After one week, 3 cocoanuts, a bunch of plantains, 
pasupu-kumkuma (turmeric powder and vermilion) 
were seen in the street by day-break. Children ate 
the plantains and cocoanuts. It is said that the 
deity appeared in dream to the District collector) 
the District Judge, Vadvan Rani (the queen of Che
mudu Estate), her personal Assistant Shri K. Surya
narayana Pantulu and Sri Buddhavarapu Narayana
murty Pantulu. All these people came here by day
break and found the idol shifted itself to the present 
spot. They all worshipped the deity. The Govern
ment brought Pandits from Amalapuram in East 
Godavari District to recite the mantras. Since' 191~~ 
no contagious diseases like plague, cholera, small-:
pox etc., have ever occured in the Kanakam!lha
lakshmi street. 

Daily in the morning and evening over 500 
people visit the deity. Thursday (L'lkshmi varam) 
is a special and over 1,000 people visit the deity. 
Cocoanuts, plantains, pasupu-kumkuma are offered to 
the deity. Some people keep new clothes and orna,. 
ments for some time at the deity and then wear 
them. The temple gets an annual income of 
Rs. 40,0001- in the form of corbans to the deity. 
Sri Kanakamahalakshmi Ammavari Uthsavam is ce
lebrated on every Thursday during the month of 
Margasiram (November - December). Pandals are 

. arranged in the street. During the month, Ma-ha
bharata Harikatha Kalakshepam, Purana Kalakshepam 
etc., are arranged. On Thursdays during the month • 
about 50,000 people visit the deity. About 40,000 
people are fed with special preparations on the last 
Thursday of the month, and over a lakh of people 
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witness the deity. From 1918 to 23-4-1969, the 
celebra tions were held under the auspices of Sri 
Kanakamahalakshmi Mitrabrunda Samajam and from 
24-4-1969 onwards, the Andhra Pradesh State Go
vernment took over the administration and appoin
ted a Trust Board with Sri Kotina Surya Rao, 
Municipal Councillor as Managir!g Trestee and 
Sarvasri Y. V. Rama Rao, Palla Venkata Ramana, 
G. Appa Rao and M. Chitti Babu as Trustees. 

In 1960, the Office building was purchased for 
Rs. 12,500. The establishment of the Office is run 
with a clerk on a monthly payment of Rs. 120/- an 
Office peon on rayment of Rs. 90:- p. m. and 2 
Chowkidars on payment of Rs. 1001- each per month. 

It is said that the deity wanted that no temple 
should be constructed for her. So, the deity i ~ in 
the open street withstandin~ the sun and rain with
out a temple. Iron fixtures to a height of 2t feet 
were arranged for the convenience of the devotees. 
No sacrifices are made to the deity. Devotees in .. 
elude not only peop Ie of this district, but other dis~ 

tricts of the State also, especial! y from Krishna and 
East and West Godavari Districts. It is believed 
that the deity confers benefits and fulfils the desires 
of Her devotees. 

Yellamma Jatara is celebrated for one day on 
the 9th day after Sivaratri i.e., on Phalguna Suddha 
Navami (February-Marcb) is Mrugasira asterism. It 
is being celebrated for the past 100 years. The 
llindu devotees of the city congregate. Pujari is a 
Kapu of Pydipalla gotTam ar.d the patrons are also 
. Kapus. Offerings are made in the fOTm of cash. 
Puranakalakshepams, bhajalls and processions are per
formed during the festival. 

Yet another festival of this place is Sri Durga
lainma Uthsavam celebrated for 2 days on Magha 
Bahula Chaturdosi and Amavasya (January-February). 
It is being celebrated for the past 30 years. The 
Hindu devotees of the town congregate. Pujari ill 
Sri Ranji Subrahmanyam belonging to Naga com
munity of Nogali gotram. The patrons are Hindus. 
On Chatt/rda!; night the dev('tees perform jagarana 
with bhojons, Hanka/has ard dramas. On the next 
day, the devotees worship the deity. The festival 
is cele bra ted by collecting donations. After the 
festival, the devotees close the doors of the temple 
fearing that she would be displeased and does harm. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. There is no animal 
sacrifice before the deity. But garagalu accompan ied 
by go'ats are taken in a procession arounc the city, 

Then the goats are placed on the road and the gara
galu are taken to the temple and worshipped. Then 
the devotees sacrifice the animals in the name of the 
deity at their homes. Clothes, cocoanuts, fruits, 
flowers and kumkum (vermilion) are offered to the, 
deity. 

Lalithanagaram once hamlet of Donda
parthy village situated at a distance of It miles 
from Waltair Railway Station and to the north of 
Dondaparthi is now included in Visakhapatnam 
city. Two acres of land of this vi llage belonging to 
Sri Gajapathi Rao waS taken over by Swamy Dak
shinamurty Paramahamsa 'lnd he installed the 
image of Lalithamba in that plot in about 1950. 
From that time onwards this habitat goes by the
name Lalithanagaram. There is no entrance into 
the garbhagudi (sanctum sanctorum) for anyone. 
There is entrance into the Nandi Mantapam for all~ 

The samadhi (tomb) of Dakshinamurthy Parama~ 
hamsa within the temple compound. 

Lalithamba Navarathrulu are celebrated for 10 

days from Asvija Suddha Padyami to Dasami (Septem

ber-October). Cocoanuts, fruits and money are 

offered to the dei ty. It is being celebrated for the 

past 12 years. Sri Swamy Dakshinamurthy Para

mahamsa was the first patron. After him Sri Swa

my Avyakthananda succeeded to the pee tam (seal) of 

Sri Swamy Dakshinamurthy and became the patron 

of the temple. The devotees from the locality and 

from Visakhapatnam city congregate. Only Hin

dus take part in the festival.· There is no special 

pujari. Pujas are performed by the disciples of 

Swamy Paramahamsa and they have taken the here

ditary rights. 

Lalithamba Kal)'(}nam is celebrated with Siva 
Kama Sundar, for 3 days from lvlagha Suddha Trio~ 
dasi to Pournami (January-February). There is free 
feeding and prasadam i5 distributed to all. 

Swami Dakshinamurthy' Paramaham~a Aradha
na is celebrated annually in connection with his 
birthday. It is ~aid that the Swamy hailed from 
Hyderabad. He worked as Principal of a college in 
OEmania University. After his retirement he visi~ 

t ed s~veral sacrrd placrs in the counlry and found 
this place suitable for his abode. He installed the 

rra,t' of Lalitbamh'l in this village. The aradlzana' 
is fo; a day on Jaishta Bahula Pa'dyami (January
February). 



Plate X. Yellamma Deity, Visakhapatnam. 

( St. No. 22, Visakhapatnam Taluk, p. 16.) 

Plate XI. Durgalamma Deity, Visakhapatnam. 

( Sl. No. 22, Visakhapatnam Taluk, p. 16.) 
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Plate XII. Sri Lalithamba Deity, Visakhapatnam. 

( Sl. No. 22, Visakhapatnam Taluk, p. 16.) 
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Plate XIII. Masjid in Visakhapatnam near Venkateswara temple on the hill. 

(Sl. No. 22, Visakhapatnam Taluk, p. 17.) 



Plate XIV. Churcb in Visakhapatnam near Venkateswara temple on the hilI. 

( st. No. 12, Visakhapatnam Taluk, p. 17.) 
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In Madhavadhara area of the city there are the 
1emples of Sri Madhavaawamy, tbe image being in 
human form, Sri Venugopalalwamy and Sri Rama. 

Sri Madhavaawamy festival is celebrated (1n 
aU Sundays in Magka", (January-February). The 
chief ritual of the festival is river-bath or lea-bath 
which is called Moghasnanam. It is being celebrated 
for the past over 400 years and is confined to this 
area only. The chief patrons are the Maharajas 
of Viz ian agar am. The devotees of the area congre
gate. Pujaris are Kalingas of Bharadwajasa gotram 
with hereditary rights. 

Sunkarapeta once Hamlet of Kapparada
Situated at a distance of 3 miles from Waltair 
Railway Station is now included in the Visakhapat
nam urban area. This village was acquired by the 
Visakhapatnam Harbour Authorities in 1923 and 
the foundation stone was laid by the Maharaja of 
Vizianagaram in 1924. 

There is a sacred abode for the village deity 
Pydimamba covered with the branches of palm 
I~aves. The image of the deity is in human form. 

The Pydimamba uthsavam is celebrated for 3 
days in Ashadham (June-July). Naivedyam is offered 
with camphor and incense to the deity. It is being 
celebrated for the past 22 years and is of local 
significance. The devotees of the village congregate. 
Pujari is a Telaga of Veera Raghavula gotram. 
Prasada", is distributed to all. 

SoUROE:- 1. Sr; M. Vtn!al4 Ramona Reddy, Resapw.
varipal,m, Walta;r Railway Station, V;sa
khapatnam. 

2. Sri R. V. Joga Rao, Visakhapatn,m. 

3. Sri J. Adinarayano, Kummori S,,,_I, 
Visokhapatnam 

4. Sri renesh Ram Singh, T. P. SurvtJyor, 
Municipal Office, Vijakhapatnam. 

5. Sri J. Adina'yana, Building In sp,ctor, 
Municipal 0 ffi,e, Visakhapatnam. 

6. Sri B.V.A.S . .Norasimha Rao, Moin Road, 
Visakhapat.am. 

7. Sri Rayaprolu Kameswara Rao, 8ubba
lakshmil'llJgaram, Visakhapalnam. 

8. Article on Cities (lJ India-16 Visdh4/Jatl'llJm 
by Sri S.M.r. Sastry in The /lluslralld 
Weekly of India, doltd 21-1-1962. 

9. Article on Histor;c Vizag by Sr; K. Gopala 
Rao in 'Th, Hindu', dated 1-7-1961. 

10. Sri Samapnla Varahalakshminarasimham, 
Villoge Headman, Madhavadhara. 

11. Sri R. Kameswara Rao, Lalithanagaram, 
Visakhapatnam. 

12. Sri Sam/Jala Suryanarayano, Village Head
man, Ka/Jparodo, Visakhapotnam and 

13. InJormation C olllCt,d by Sri Cn. PUTn8-

Chandra Rao, Economi, immtigafor, 
Census Dtparlment, Hydlrabad. 
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JlallUnaidupalem, hamlet of GuUepalle
Situated at a distance of 3 miles from Pendurthi 
Itailway Station by the side of Ayyannapalem road; 
5 miles from Sabbavaram and 16 miles from Anaka
palle. One should travel from Visakhapatnam by 
bus through Ayyannapalem road via Pendurthi and 
Pinagadi junction. This village was inaugurated 
by Mallunaidu belonging to the Gandi family of 
Velama caste. He gave his daughters in marri:lge 
to Gorle fa mily and Ralipilli family and gave them 
lome lands and houses. The village is called after 
ita first settler Sri Mallunaidu as Mallunaidupalem. 
tt is said that the Brahmin families in this village 
were given inam lands by Vizianagara kings. 

The total population of the village inel ud ing 
the hamlet is 3,234 and it is made up of the foll.1W
ing communities: Caste Hindus - Kummara, Vad
rangi, Kamsali, Sale, Mangali, Chakali, Velama, 
Kapu, Vaisya, Brahmin; and Scheduled Castes (379)
Mala and Madiga. The chief means of livelihood 
of the residents are agriculture, agricdtural hbour 
and other trad itional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with the image of Sri Rama, 
Lakshmana. Bharatha, Sathrughna, Sita and Hanu
mantha mad~ of cement was constructed by the 
villagers in 1955 1:: y ra ising contributions of a bout 
Rs. 10,000. The other deities of the village are 
Mariclamma, Paradesamma, Bangaramma and 
Ravulatnma. 

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for one day on 
the 10th day after Sankranti, i.e., on 25th January. 
Fruits, chalimidi and uadafJappu are offerred. The 
patrons are a committee consisting of 12 members 
of the village. Arrangements are made by the 
villagers by collecting donations from all. The 
Hindu devotees of the village congregate without 
any distinction of caste or creed. PuJari is a Brah
min of Kasyapasa gotram with hereditary rights a~l 
he is paid Rs. 15 '- yearly for performing the puj'ls 
and Rs. 151- for dteparadhana. Free feeding and 
social dinners are there. Prasadam is distributed to 
al1. 

The other festival of the village is Gramadeuatha 
Panduga celebrated on a Monday before Vaisakha 
Suddlta Furnima (April-May). The deity is taken in 

a procession in the night with music. Dramas and 
Bhag avathams afford entertainme n t. Actua lJ y th is. 
festival is celebrated for 9 days. On the last dav, 
the deity is placed in the temple to the accompani. 
ment of music. Animals are sacrificed to the deity 
on the last day and dinners are arranged with me.1t 
preparations. This is being celebrated for the past 
30 years and the local Hindu devotees, irrespective 
of caste or creed, congregate. 

SOURCE: Sri Raparthi Lakshmana Rao, Headmaster, 
Samithi Special Eltmentar y School, Mallu
naidupalem. 

2. Bangarammapalem-Situated at a distance of 
ahout 9 miles to the north-west of Anakapalle, the 
taluk headquarters and about I mile from Chodava
ram-Subbavaram Road. 

The total popUlation of the village is 779 and it 
is made up of Caste Hindus, mainly Gavaras and 
Scheduled C.istes (83). The chief means of liveli_ 
hood of the residents are agriculture and agricul
tural labour. 

The places of worship in the village are temples 
of Sri Rama and Muthyalamma and the sacred abo
des for Nukalamma and Bhulokamma are trees. 
The image of Muthyalamma is made of clay with 
4 hands, holding conch and a club. 

Muthyalamma Panduga i. celebrated for 9 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Purnima (FebruarY-March). 
On the ~i~hth day Bha:avatham is perfomred. On the 
ninth day, the deity is taken to the temple with 
music. Fruits, flowers, sarees, safforn and kumkum 
are offered to the deity. There is no an imal ,acri
fice. This is confined to this and the neiohbollring 

to 

villages also. All communities participate. Every 
day hha.ians and dramas are arranged dllring tht'se 9 
days. 

SOURCE:- Sri B. Sanyasaiah, Teacher, Bangaramma/1alem. 

3. Asakapalle - Situated at a distance of 4-
furlongs to the east of the 50th mile stone of Anaka
palle-Ch ittivalasa road and 11 miles from Anaka .. 
palle Railway Station and town. 

The total population of the village is 1,593 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
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Hindus - Vaisya, Kapu, Vata, Golla, Sale, Mangali, 
Vadrangij and Scheduled Castes (82)-Adi Andhra. 
The means of livelihood of the __ .residents are agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

There are temples of Sri Rama, Bangaramma 
and Paradesamma and a hut with palm leaves for 
Muthyalamma with her image in human form. The 
ima,es of Paradesamma, Muthyalamma and Durga
lamma are made of wood. 

J,Sangaramma Ammavari Panduga i. celebrated 
for 9, day~ either in Magham (January-February) 
commencing on Panchami or in Vaisakham (April
May). Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed in front 
.ofthe deity before the temple on the lalt day and 
the function is termed anupu uths/Jva", (send off func
tion). The followers are Kapus. All Hindu devotee. 
of the village congregate. Pujari b~longs to Yata 
community without hereditary rights. '. 

Paradesamma festival is celebrated on Phalgun& 
Suddna Dasami (February-March), Dursalamma fes
tivalon Magha Su¢dha Pancham; (January-February) 
and Muthyalamma festival on Plaalguna SuddAa 
Dasami (Februa.ry-March). These festivals are cele" 
brat~d once in two years in such a way that Ban
gara.mma and Paradesamma. festivah are celebrated 
in one year and Muthyalamma and Durgalamma 
festiv lis are celebrated in the following year. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chailra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 

Since about 1946, a festival in the name or 
Smt. Salapu Ramayamma Peranlalu (a women who 
predeceased her husband) and the same festival in 
the name of both the perantalu and her husband Sri 
Bulli Appalanaidu is beillg celebrated for 2 day. 
fr.om Ms,1uz Suddlut Dasami and EkoiIIzsi (February
March) since 1953. Dramas and burrakathas are also 
arranged. Two oscimuIIl plants, are erected to 
commemorate the couple by the side of their build
ing and daily delparadhanas are being performed by 
their son Sri Chinna Appalanaidu. 

SOURCE:- Sri K. Suryanarayana Murthy, Revenu, Ins;,,-
tor, Sabbavar,m, Anakapalle laluk. 

. t. Gotivada - Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Pendurthi Railway Station and 13 miles from 
Anakapalle. There is a road cennecting this village 
from the 6rst mile stone ofSabbavaram-Chodavaram 
J'oad. 

The total population of the village is 1,245 and 
it is JIlade up of the following communitiel: Caste 
Hindus - Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Viswabrah
min. etc; and Scheduled Castes (.7) - Adi Andhra. 
The Illeana of livelihood of the residents are tgii
culture, agricultural .labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

-There are the ,emple. of Sri Rama and the 
village deity Paradesamma in the village. There is 
a picture of Sri Rama in th~ temple. The image Of 
Paradesaroma is made of atone. 

Sri Rama NtWami is celebrated for 9 days from 
ChaitrIJ S .. ddha PadJami to Navami (March-April). Thil 
is bp.ing celebrated for the past 48 years (since about 
1920) and is of local significance. Villagers are the 
patrons. The Hipdu devotees of the. village congre
g~te without any distinction of caste or creed. Pujara 
i$ a Viswabrahmin with hereditary rights. There is 
free feeding. 

Gramadfvalha Panduga is celebrated in Vaisalhalll 
(April-May). Fruits, sarees, !tumkum and flowen 
are offered to the deity. Fasting is observed by 
some pt:ople. This is being celebrated for the past 
48 year~ and is confined to this village only. All 
Hindu castes of the village take part in the festival. 

A ]<J!ara confined to this village and the neigh
bouring villages is celebrated at a ~istance of half 
a furlong from this village for 2 days from Magha 
Suddha Ekadasi (January-February). This is being 
held for the past 23 years in memory of a sacred 
couple, whose samadhi (tomb) is there. About 5 to 
6 thousand devotees congregate. Eatables, utensils, 
lanterns. mirrors, combs, pictures, photos, books, 
mill and handloom clothes, agricultural implements 
and toys of various kinds are sold. 

Bu"akathas, bh.jans, dramas, whirling wheels, 
lottery and gambling afford entertainment to the 
visitors. 

SOURCJ!,: Sri SwaJampakala Srihari, dssirtant Teacher, 
ParJ,/aa yat Samithi f!:lementary School, Gotivad4~ 

, 
S. Sabbavaram - Situated, at a distance of 5 
miles from Pendurthi Railway Station and 12 miles 
from Anakapalle . 

The total population of the village is 3,610 and' 
it is w.ade up of the followin~ communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Sale, Kapu; and 
Scheduled CaBtes (66)-Adi Andhra. The chief 
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JlDeana of. their livelihood are agriculture, agri~ 
-cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

,,,The temples of Nukalamma, Durgalamma, 
~,"hyalamma, Bangaramma, Paradesamma, Marla
::iDIQa, Venugopalaswamy and Rama (2 temples) are 
the places of worship here. 

Gramadevathala Pandugalu are celebrated for seven 
..oays from PhaigunG Bahula Amavasya (February-March) 
,setting apart one day for ~ach of the seven village 
-deities including Sri Venugopalaswamy. The deity 
is taken in procession in the night. Vows are ful' 
'filled. Fruits and flowers are offered. These are 
being celebrated for the past 80 years with local sig
~nificance. Local people of, all communities parti
.cipate. Pujaris are Settibalijas. Prasadam is distri
:buted to all. 

In Pedanaidupalem hamlet of Sabbavaram Sri 
Nukalamma Theertham is celebrated for one day 
on Phalg.na Bahula Amavasya (February-March). 
"Fruits, flowers and /::umlum are offered. Animals 
are sacrificed to the deity. Fasting and jagarana are 
observed during these days. This festival is a very 
.ancient one though of local significance. The resi
·dents of the village congrega te without any distinc
tion of caste or creed. Some pujlJris are appointed 
for performing pujas and they are paid from the 

.amount got from mllm lands of the deity. 

Daily pujal are performed in Srirama temple. 

:SOURCE: 1. Sri P. Narayanarwamy, Drawing Teacher, 
Z. P. High School, Sabbavaram. 

2. Sri A. C. Narasimham, Headmaster, 
P. S. El"nelilary School, Pedanaidupal~m, 

.~. lruvada-Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Pendurthi Ra.ilway Station. 

The total population of the village is 660 and it 
is made up of Vaisya, Kapu, Yata, Sale, Kummari, 
·Chakali~ Mangali castes of Caste Hindus. , The 
important means of livelihood of the residents are 

.agriculture, agriculturallab,)ur and other traditional 

. oecupations. 

The shrines of the village are of Srirama, Sri 
Bheemalingeswaraswamy and the village deities. 
The village deities are worshipped in the form of 

,ant-hiJIs. 

Mahasivaratri festival is celebrated for one day 
-OD Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February). The 

d~votees take ,sea-bath and observe. fasting and 
jagarana. This is being celebrated for the past some 
hundred years and is of local significance. About 
200 residents of this place congregate. Patrons 
are Kapul. All Hindu communities take part in the 
festival. Pujari is a Jangam of Siva gotram with 
hereditary rights. There is free feeding on that 
day. 

A rair is held in this connection in froflt of the 
temple in an area of 2 acres of land. This is being 
held for the pallt hundred years. About 200 persons 
of the village congregate. Eatables, earthenware, 
mirrors, combs and photos, etc. are brought and 
sold. 

Sri Rama Thef.rtham is celebrated for one day on 
Pushya Suddha Tadiya (December-January). 

SOURe!!: Sri R. Appala Naidu, Teacher, S. B. S. E. 
School, lruvada. 

7. Amruthapuram-Situated at a distance of 
one mile from the 52/2 milestone of Anakapalle
Chittivalsa road and 5 miles from Pendurthi Rlilway 
Station . 

The total popUlation of tho village is 2,380 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Brahmin, Velama, Kams.li, Yata, Sale, 
Mangali, Chakali; and Scheduled Cistes (143)
Mala, Madiga. Agriculture, agricultural labour, 
weaving and other traditional occupations are the 
chief means of livelihood for the people of this 
village. 

The temples of Bangaramma, Muthyalamma, 
Paradesamma, Durgalamma and Srirama are the 
places of worship in the village. All the images of 
these deities are made of stone in human form. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
in the bright fortnight of Clzaitram (March-April). 
Every day the deity is taken in a procession round 
the village with music. Formerly there was animal 
sacrifice to this deity. But it WaS abandoned since 
1960. This is being celebrated for the past 100 
years and is confined to this and the neighbouring 
village.. About 5,000 devotees of all communitiel 
from this and the neighbouring villages congregate. 
Pujari is a Velama. BhajlJns and kolatams entertain 
the visitors. 

fO 

A fair is held in this connection for one day 
near the temple with a few shops selling eatables. 
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and utensils. About 5,000 people local and from 
the neighbouring villages congre~a~e. 

Mutyalamma festival is celebrated in the 
bright fortnight ()f Kartkikam (October.November) 
in this village. 

SOURCE: Sri Kotkapatli Appala SUTyanarayana Murthy, 
Teacher, TI,avvavaripalem, Blo Amruthapuram. 

8. Erukunayudupalem -_ Situated between the 
9th and 9{1 milestone of Anakapalle-Lankalapalem 
famine road and at a distance of 11 miles from Ana
kapalle Railway Station and town. 

The total population of the village is 446 and it 
is made up of Kapu and Golla caste of Caste Hindus 
and Scheduled Castes (15). The chief means of 
livelihood of the residents are agriculture and agri-
ricultural labour. \ 

Thare is a tempJe of the village deity Chintha
lamma and the image of the deity is in human form., 

Chinthalamma Ammavari Jatara is celebrated 
according to the convenience of the villagers in 
Magkam (Ja~uary-February). Sheep, goats and 
fowls are sacrificed and fruits and kumkum are offer
ed to the diety. This is of ancient origin though of 
local significadce. Local people participate. Pujari 
is a Kapu with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri J. Satyanarayana, Village Headman and 
Branch Post Master. Erukunaidupalem. 

9. Papa)'Yasantapalem - Situated 
tance of 10 miles from Anakapalle in a 
with no proper communication facilities. 

at a dis
forest area 

The total population of the village is 1,112 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Vaisya, Kapu, Settibalija, Sharabu, Cha
kali, Mangali; and Scheduled Castes; (33)-Mala, 
Madiga. The meanS of livelihood of the residents 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tra
ditional occupations. 

The temples of the village are of Srirama Pydi ... 
thallamma, Paradesamma, Durgalamma, and 

- Mar.idama. 

Pyd i t hallamma Panduga is cele bra ted lor 30 
days from Vaisakha Suddha Padyami (April-May) to 
Jaistha Suddha Padyami (May-June). There is animal 
s'llcrifice and the devotees fulfil their vows. This 
si €onfined to this and the neighbouring villages. 

Devotees-local and from the. neighbouring vilagu'. 
congregate without any distinction of caste Or creed. 
Pujari is a Kapu with hereditary rights. 

Paradesamma, Durgalamm and Maridamm~ 

festivals are celebrated in Cltaitram (March-April). 
and Voisakham (April-May). Koya dance and fancy 
dresses are arranged during the festival. 

NUkalamma Panduga is celebrated on Phalguna 
Bahula Amavasya (February-M~rch). 

Daily pujas are performed in the Srirama 
temple and a Theertham is celebrated for 2 days in 
Magkarn (J anuary-February). 

SOURCE: Sri D. Apparao, Ttacker, Papa.)Jasantapalem. 

10. Duddupalem:-Situated at a distance of 7 
1 ,}es to the north of Anakakapalle in which one 
mile has to be covered by cart route and other 6, 
milf's by bus. 

The total population of the village IS 1,080 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus _- Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Kapu, 
Yadava, Sharabi, Chakali, Mangali, Sale, Tehikul~, 
Jangam. and' Scheduled Castes (37)-MaJa, Madiga. 
The chief means of livelihood of the residents are 
agricultural, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupation s. 

The temples of Srirama and of the village deis
ties Durgalamma, Marid'lmma and Pydithallamma 
are the places of worship in this village. The image 
of the vill~ge deities are in female form. ,. 

Durgalamma Panduga is celebrated for one day 
on Magha Bahula Ashtami (January-February). Sheep, 
Goats and fowls are sacrificed. The devotees take 
sea-bath and observe fasting. This is of ancient 
origin though of local significance. The villagers 
are the patr,)ns. All Hindu devotees of the village 
congregate. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Maridamma Panduga is celebrated for one day on 
Magha Bakula Triodasi (January-February), Pyditha
llamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 days from Phal
guna Suddha Shasti (February-March) and Ramothsavam 
on Chaitra Suddha Navami are the other festival s that 
are celebrated in the village. 

SOURCE: Sri A. Surya Prakastl Rao, Village Karnam, 
Duddupalem. 

11 Mamidipalem-Si tuated at a distance 0 f 6, 
miles from Anakapalle Railway Station and town. 
by road and 7 miles froiD. Chodavaram. 
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:rhe total population of the village is 1,680 and 
it is.made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus"" Kapu, Gavara, Golla, Senapathi, Chakali, 
Mangali, Yata, Sharabu, Vaisya, Brahmin, Ksha
'tI'i~a, Kummari, Telukala; Scheduled Castes (168)
Mala, Madiga and Scheduled Tribes (2) - Konda 
Dora:;:Christains and Muslims. The chief means 
of livelihood of the residents are agriculture, agri
·culturallabour and other traditional occupations. 

Temples of Srirama, Durgalamma, Paradesa
mma, Maridamma and Nukalamma are there in the 
village. 

Srirama festival is ce1ebrated for 30 days from 
Purhya Suddha Padyami (December-January) to Magka 
Suddha Padyami (January-February). This is being 
celebrafed for the past over 100 yean and is of local 
'~ignificance. The Hindu devotees of the village 
congregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 
Pujari is a Viawabrahmin of Sanathana gotram with 

I 
btreditary rights. 

Maridamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 days in 
PlutlgriMm (February-March). Sheep, Goats, and 

"fowls are sacrificed to the deity. The devotees 
observe fasting and jagarana, Tbe devotees of the 
village congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. There are no specific pujaris. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

Durgalamma Panduga is celebrated in Pha,lgunam 
(February-March) and Paradesamma festival is cele 
brated in Vaisakham (April-May). 

The birth day celebration of Sri Bogali Venka
taswamy Naidu is celebrated on January 20th in his 
memory. 

'SOURCE: Sri P. Sasthri, Engineering Supervisor, 
Mamidipalem. 

"12. Tagarampudi - Situated at a distance of 7 
miles from Anakapalle Railway Station and town 
by road. Only bullock cart is the means of conve
yance to this village .. 

The total population of the village is 1,838 and 
it is made up of the following communities : Caste 
Hindus_;...Brahmin~ Kshatriya, Vaisya, Tclaga, 
Perika, Devdnga,· Jangam, &.ummari, Kamsali, 
Mangali, ()hakali, Telukali, etc; Scheduled Castes 
(220) ... Mala, Madiga, Chachati and Scheduled 
'Tribes (20). The chief means of livelihood of the 
residents are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
-other· traditional occupations. 

The temples of the village are of Sjva, Vishnu, 
Donkaluthalli, Maridamma and Nukalamma. The 
image of the village deity Donkaluthalli is made 
of wood. 

Donkaluthalli Panduga is celebrated for one day 
on Phalguna Suddha Parnima (February-March). 
Every day the deity is taken in procession for about 
seven days till the festival day. Fancy dresses are 
arranged during the procession. Birds are sacri
ficed and fruits are offered to the deity. The devo
tees observe fa sting and offer Naiuedyam. This is of 
ancient origin. Over 300 Hindu devotees parti<;i
pate. There is no pujari. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival for 
one day. Eatables, utensils, mirrors, combs, pic
tures and photos of Gods. songs books, clothes, toy I 
and baskets are brought and sold. Dramas, Bhaga .. 
valhamos and music perfDrmance aff()rd entertain
ment. 

SOURCE: Sri L. Dharma Rao, Headmaster, Tagarampudi. 

13. Kundram - Situated at a distance of 7 
miles from Anakapalle Railway Station by bus. 

The total population of the village is 2,186 and 
it is made up of the following communicites: Caste 
Hindus -Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Yata, Viswabrah
!pin, Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled Castes (103)-Adi 
Andhra; Christains and Muslim5, The chief means 
of livelihood of the residents are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other _!raditional occupations. 

The temples of the village are of Srirama, 
Vishnu (2), Neralamma and Padamatamma. The 
detieis Maridamma and Paradesamma are also 
worshipped. The image of Neralamma is of stone 
in human form. 

Neralamma Panduga is celebrated for one day 
according to the convenience of the villagers in 
Vaisakham (April-May). Cocoanuts, fruits, chalimidi 
and vadapappu are offered and goats ~and' fowls are 
sacrificed to the deity. Thi~ is being celebrated for 
the past over 200 years and is of local significance 
only. Patrons are Kapus. There is nopujari. 

The,other festivals of the village are of Padama
tamma celebrated in Jaistham (May-June), of Mari~ 
damma celebrated in Kartikam (October-November) 
and of Paradesamma celebrated in Vaisakham: 
(April-Ma y). 
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SOURCE:- J. Sri MosoUlcllltti Sate".,;' /IJu, VillA,. 
Kornam. Ku"drQm~ 

2. Sri A. Venkausttlllf'lll, Or... .siNk, 
Kundrom. 

3. Sri Shaik Ahdullah, T,./Ur, Krti,drom. 

14. Thummapals-It is a very big village witb 
a population of 10,610 persons as per the 1961 
Census count. It is situated at a distance of about 
2 miles to the north of Anakapalle and occupies 
an area of 1.42 square miles. There are altogether 
2,135 occupied residential houses in this village. 
The importance of this place is mainly due to the 
location of a large co-operative sugar factory heret 

Thummapala is a Railway Station on the 
HowraJl-Madras line (Broad gauge) of the South 
Central Railway. It is also connected' by the 
Anakapalle-Chodavaram road 'Qn which buses 
ply regularly. 

The total population of the village 10,610 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Gavara, Kapu; 
Scheduled Castes (697)- Adi Andhra; and Scheduled 
Tribes ,(2~7). The chief means of livelihood of the 
residents are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

As it stands on the bank of river Sarada, irrigati
on is facilitated by its river channels besides a 
~inor irrigation tank. The total number of agricul
tural workers of this place is 2,211, out of which 
1,738 persons are cultivators while the remaining 
473 are, agricultural labourers. Paddy, ragi, bajra 
and sugarcane are. the chief cropS gro~n. 

The chief cottage industry of this locality is 
basket making. A weekly market is held on every 
Saturday. The village contains a Panchayat office, 
a Maternity centre, a Post office and travellers' 
bungalow besides a temple of' Satyan21raynas~amy. 

The deities Polipillemma, Durgalamma, Ganga .. 
Jamma, Thalupulamma, Siva and Rama are 
worshipped in this vilJage. There is a Gundom called 
"Duddu Achamma Gundam" on the borders of 
AnakapalJe and this village, near the Sugarcane 
Research Station. 

'Polipillemma Ponduga is celebrated for one day On 
Tuesday before Phalguna Suddha Purnirna (Fedruary
March). The residents of the village congregate 
without any distinction of caste or creed. 

Duddu AehalDma Theerthom is the other feltiva. 
celebrated in tbil1riJIage. Duddu Achamma wal a. 
chaste woman who performed .rali; So this fe.tival' 
il celebratecl in .emory of Duddu Achanima. She' 
belonitd to ,l>Uddu family. She became pirontal". 
and after her •• th Ibe appeared in dream and told 
the members Of ber family to construct a g.ndam for' 
her and celebrate her festival every year. The gun
dam is by the lideof an emtlankmeht on which there il. 
a margosa tree. Duddu Achamma The"th!Jm is cele
brated for one day aD C1t4i1rd Suddha Todiyo (March
April). On the previous' night '''makatha or a drama 
is entertained. The devotees offer cocoanunt ••. 
plantains, and kumk",m to the '_ndam. Some of the-' 
devotee. throw pl~ntains i,nto the gtAndam. This is· 
of ancient origi~., About 3,000 devotees congregate. 

A fair is held in conntction with this TM"tham. 
About 3,000 persons congregate. Eatables, utensils, 
mirrors, combs, books, pictures, photos, agricultural' 
implements and handsticks are sold in the fair·· 
Pandals are erected. Lotteries, gambling, merry
go-roundS, magic, etc. afford entertainment to the 
spectators. All the devotees buy duddu kor.ralU' 
(band sticks) and take the darson of the p"imlOlu. 

Durgalamma, Gangala~ma and Thalupuamma. 
festivals are als0 celebrted once in 2 years in this" 
village. 

SOURCE Sri I. Srirama Murthy, Teacher, Thumm(jpala. 

1 . Sankaram - Situated ai a distance' of Ii 
miles from Anabpalle Railway Station and 24 
miles from Visakhapatnam. This is near a Sangha
rarnam. Bojjannakonda or Buddhannakonda and 
Lingalametta are two adjactlnt hills near this vil
lage. At the foot of the eastern hill, Bojjannakonda •. 
there is a stone image form called 'Hareethi' with 
'two maids on either side fanning. Hareethi wears' 
a high crown, her left leg folded with a small' child 
over it supported by the left hand, the right hand is.. 
kept in abhayahastham phose. There are two infants 
on either side of her head. The women folk of this.. 
.rea throw stones on the image of Hareethi believing. 
her to bew ickeo, as she used to steal sma)) babies, 
kill and eat them. From the foot of this hill runs up a 
fl'ight of steps. Midway it splits into two, the one-on 
the east leading to the top of the hilJ, and the other 
leading to the Chaithya caves. T The first of these
Buddhist Chaithyas is with two dwarapalakas on 
either side of the door. Above the door is a semi
circular niche in the wall with an image of Dhyana 
Buddha (Lord Buddha in meditation). Thi~ cave is. 
9.5 meters in breadth, 10 me\res in length and J75 CInt 
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in hcdght "'~'ith four rows of pillarll inside at the 
ce~tr~,~ which ill a Cltait"yam with Vedika, .4"damu 
and P.ltika. The inner row of pillars have pictures 
~f deities with lotu~-flowers in hands carved· on 
.th~Rl •. Along the ~est~rn edge of this cave are steps 
leadi~g to a~~ther cave with big roofless verandahs 
in front and with big niches, holes or gap. made in 
~alls on both sides inside. In these are the sculp
lureS of Lord Buddha, with servant-maids on either 
side, deities above, a fanning maid and a devotee 
below. The entire cave is filled with sculptures, 
images and carvings of Buddha and Nhers. To the 
west of the wall inside, facing us is an image of 
Nagadevatha and to the east is a door to an antkar-
1"M (inner cave) with a beautiful image of Lord 
Buddha in DhJanamudra. Every image of Buddha is 
decorated with small Chaityams, DnJ4thlJlJigrahamJ 
and P"ri,har"Qlligralrams. To the north of the hill 
is another cave with an image of Vinayaka on the 
front wall and a nhyana Buddha.:inside and another 
at the centre of the numerous small Chaifyams 
.!Wi'" "tdiu, .4.",,,,,,_ and P,tika. The entire hill is 
.ecorat~d with the imagrs of Lord Buddha and 
though there is no light in the inner part~ of the 
caves one does not feel that he is in darkness. It 
appears a8 though santhidupam (light of peace) shines 
brilliantly and beautifully here. The mind becomes 
pure and the pretty images of Buddha are as though 
they are teaching the duties of life in thi~ world. 
One feels that he is listening to the song 'Santhi 
loslJlf'l Buddhuni Jaranu vedu' (pray Lord Buddha for 
peace) from the heart of the hill. 

On the top of this hill are two more cave', one 
a bove the other. The rock in the uppe r ca ve is 
split into two making a spacious ~quare with one and 
a huge sthupam with the other part of the rock. 
Around this sthupam are small Chaithyams made of 
rock and brick with a wa y for pradakshinam in bet
ween the sthupam and the Chaithyams. On the 
square was a semi-circular Aramam and it appears 
thaftbere were small rooms of brick around it, as 
leen by the ·half ruined walls. This is Sattg"aramam 
where the Buddhist University was established and 
had flourished. 

Some hundreds of Chailhyams in two rows are 
carvee on Lingalametta or Lingalakonda, the Wl'S

tern hill of the two The rows of these Chaithyarns 
run up to the top of the hill. On the whole there 
are three big Chaithyams one at the centre and the 
~emainiDg to the west of the hill in front of a cave. 
Th~· biggest of thes~ is 30 ft. high. The river Sarada 
flows to the south-west of these hills ·and Dature in 

its beauty is best seen here. The creation of this art 
and architecture dates back to the first and Reeond 
centuries before Christ and they flourished till the 
4th century A. D; Now these are under the fare of 
the Archaeological Department. 

The total population of the village is 729 and 
it is made up ofthe following communities: ca.te 
Hindus-Kapu, Settibalija, Chakali, Mangali; St:he~ 
dule Castes (155) - Mala, Madiga. The chief means 
of their livelihood are agriculture and agrieultural 
labour. 

The te·mplell of Rama at the centre of the 
village with a picture of the Lord and a BhajatIIJ tree, 
Paridesamma to the east and Maridamma and 
Durgalamma to the west with their Ii feet images 
are the places of worship. Polipallemma and Nub
lamma are also worshipped under a neem tree and 
near an-ant hill respectively. 

Paradesamma Panduga is celebrated for a. day 
before or after Magha Suddha Pflrnima (January-
February). Coconuts, fruits, Barees, kumka. etc. 
are offered. This is an ancient local feltival. 
The Hindu devotees of the village congregate irres
pective ca ste or creed. Pujari is a Vadra enjoy ing 
ma~yam lands. There is free feeding to some ex
tent. 

A fair is held in tbis connection with a few 
shops selling eatables, utensils, pictures, photos, 
books, cloth, toys etc. 

Polipallemma, Maridamma and Durgalilmma 
festivals are also celebra ted once in two years. 

Bojjanna Theertham is celebrated on tbe hill 
for a day after Sankranti in Pushyam (December
Jauuary). About 1000 devotees congregate. Piasa
iam is distributed to all and dramas are entertained. 
A fa ir is held with a few shops in this connection· 

SQURCE :- 1. Sri G. Rama Rao, T,aehtr, Sal!karlJfll' 

2. Article in Andhra Prabha Wuk(y, dat'~ 

8-8-62. 

16 Peddamushldiv.da - Situated at a distance of 
9 miles from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 1,772 and 
it is made up of the following commu.nities : Cute 
Hindus-Kapu, Golla, Sale and Scheduled Castel 
(93). Agriculture, agricultural labour and weaving 
are the chief means of livelihood of the resident •. 
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Temples of Sri Rama and the village deity 
Pydamma are there in the village.' The stone image 
of Pydamma is in human foJ'I!~ 

A local legend goes to say that about 10 yean 
;1 go a farmer with his he-bufF41o cart slept near 
Pydamma vanam (garden) on his way back from 
Marlapalle. In his dream Pydamma asked him to 
take ~er to his village and sacrifice a buffalo to 
Her. The farmer told that the cart would not 
move ~without the buffalo. The deity told that she 
would take the cart and asked him to construct a 
temple where the cart stopped, But he said that he 
had no sword to kill the buffalo. Then Pydamma 
gave a bambo stick and asked him to kill the buffalo 
with the stick. He did accordingly and conveyed 
Her on his cart to the village without any buffalo; 
constructed a temple in a field near the village 
where the cart halted. 

Pydamma Panduga takes place' for 15 days from 
Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April-May). The 
uthsavam is celebrated with drums during the 
first week and, with bhlljanas and music during the 
8!!Conq week. Cooked rice is offered and on the 
last day a buffalo is sacrificed to the deity. Thi. 
is being celebrated for the past 70 years and the 
local devotees of all communities take part. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

SOURCE: Sri Kandavalli Appa Rao, Teacher, Panchaya, 
Samithi, Elementary School, Peddamush,di_ 
wada. 

17. Aganampudi - Situated between Anaka
palle and Visakhapatnam by the side of Madras
Calcutta G. T. Road at a distance of 2 miles from 
Duvvada Railway Station, 10 miles from Anaka
palle and II miles from Visakhapatnam. 

The total populati9D of the village is 735 and 
iUs made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Kapu, Kummari, Chakali etc. and Sche
duled Castes (42) - Adi Andhra. The chief means 
of livelihood of the residents are agriculture and 
agricu!turallabour. 

The temples of the village are of Sri Rama and 
Sri Jagannadhaswamy and a sacred abode for the 
village deity, Borramma. The images in the Jagan
nadhaswamy temples are wooden ones. The st(:me 
image of Borramma.is in a morgosa grove. 

Sri Jagannadhaswamy RathothsfJllam is celebra
ted 10 days from Ashada Suddha Vidiya to Ekatlasi 
(June-July). It is being celebrated for the past 
Dver 100 years. The chief., patron is Sri Thiyyala 

Rama Sarma. About 4 to 5 thousand Hindu devo
tees local·:and from the neighbouring villages like 
Pedamadaka •. Viaakbapatnam Pinamadaka, Salapu
varipalem, Lankalapalem and Suri wada congregate. 
Pujari is an Ori1a Brahmin. Bha~a.,atham.r, dramas 
and display of 10 incarnation. of the Lord are the 
items of entertainment. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival. 
It is being held for the .,alit over 100 yean. Food
stuffs, eatables, eartben ... e, mirrors, combs and 
several kinds of toys are kept. 

Sri Borramma Ammavari PtUUluga is celebrated 
for 14 days from Chailra Suddlul Vidiya to Purnimll 
(March-April). Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed 
to the deity. This is being celebrated since the 
inception of the village. The Hindu residents of 
the village congregate without any distinction of 
caste or creed. 

SOURCE: Sri Kanvapudi Krishnamurthy, reacher, Aga-
. nampudi. 

18. Duvvada-A Railway Station situated at a 
distance of 9 miles trom Anakapalle and 11 llliles 
from Visakhapatnam. 

The total population of the village is 1,016 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Sale, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali; and 
Scheduled Castes (41)-Mala. The chief means of 
livelihood of the residents are agriculture, agricul
tural labour and other traditiona~ occupations. 

The temples of the village are of Kunchamma, 
Durgalamma and Paradesamma. 

Ammavari Panduga is celebrated in PhldgunaTlf 
( February-March ). K'umkum and plantains are 
offered. Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the 
deity. The festival is' c~lebrated by collecting 
donations from the villagers. The devotees of the 
village congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. Pujari is a Yadava. 

The devotees take sea-bath and observe fasting 
andjagarana during Sivararatri, i.e., on Magha Suddha 
Triodasi. 
SOURCE: Sri G. Suryanarayana, Headmasttr, Dnvada. 

19. Donkada-Si tuated ,t a distance of 31 miles 
from Duvvada Railway Station (of which 21 mile. 
can be covered by bus and one mile by cart) and 
8 miles from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the viliage is 430 and it 
is made up of the following communities: Caste
Hindu.-Kapu. Yata, ChuaIi; Scheduled Castes (22) 
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and Dudekula Muslims. The cheif means of live
lihood of the residents are agriculture and agricul
tural labour. 

, . 

The temples of the village are of Sri Rama and 
the vil_lage deity Durgamamba. The images of Sri 
Rama and Durgamamba are of stone and wood 
rnpectively in human form. 

Gramadevatha Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
from a Wednesday to Thursday after Ugadi i. e. 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April). Sheep, 
goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deity on the 
last day. Some devotees sacrific~ them at their 
homes. This uthsavam is very ancient one with 
local significance. Kapus are the patrons. The 
Hindu devotees of the village congregate without 
any distinction of caste or creed. Pijari belongs to 
Yata community with huiditary rights. Prasadam 
i. distributed to all. Jrol4tam and fancy dresses 
are elltcrtained on the last da y. 
, 
," The devotees take sea bath and observe fasting 
_d jagaratJ(J during festive days like S;varatri, 
}/1l1.la ChtUJiti and Sankra"ti, etc. 

SoURCE:- Sri Ch. Appa Rao, Teacher, Donkada. 

20. Desapatrunipalem - Situated at a distance 
of6 miles from Duvvada Railway Station, 12 miles 
from Visakhapatnam by boat and 12 miles from 
Anakapalle. There is bus service from Rambilli to 
Visakhapatnam through this village. The vi llage 
was nan:;ed afler its first settler Sri Desapathrudu, 
as'Desapatrunipalem'. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,466 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Kapu, Nagara etc; and Scheduled Castes 
(27). The chief means of livelihood of the residents 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tionaloccupations. 

There are temples of Sri Rama and Polamma in 
the village. Polamma is represented by a big ear
then image painted with colOurs. 

Polamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Panchami (February-March). 
The deity is taken in procession every day. Bhaga
vatham is the entertainment on the last day. Fruits - . , 
and kumkum are offered and animals and fowls are 
sacrificed to the deity; The devotees invite their 
relatives of the neighbouring - villages for dinners. 
This is of ancient origin and of local significance. 
Pillala Sarvam Pathrudu of Nagara community is 

the patron. The Hindu devotees of the village con
gregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 
Pujari is Andiboyina Simhachalam of Yata commu
nity with hereditary rights. 

The devotees take sea-bath and abserve fasting 
and jagarana during Maha Sivaratri, i. e. on Magha 
Bahula Chaturrlasi (January-February). 

SOURCE: Sri M. Sitarama Murty, Village Karnam. 
Desapathrunipalem. 

21. Idulapakabonangi - Situated at a distance 
of 6 miles from Tadi Railway Station by road, IZ 
miles from Anakapalle and 18 miles from Visakha.:. 
patnam. 

The total population of the village is 2,559 and 
it is made up of Kapu and VC"lama communities of 
Caste Hindus and Scheduled Castes (105). The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agric'Jlturallabour and other traditional occupa· 
tions. 

The temples of the village are of Polamma, 
Durga Ismma, Sri Rama and Ganganamma with the 
images made of lime. 

Polamma Panduga is celebrated for 7 days in 
the bright fortnight of Magham (January-February). 
Animals and fowls are sacrificed t~ the deity. This 
is being celebrated from ancient times and is of 
local significance. The Hindu residents of the 
village congregate. 

The other festivals of the village are of Sri 
Durgalamma celebrated in the bright fortnight of 
Phalgunam (February-March) and of Bangaramma 
in the bright fortnight of Chaitram (March-April) 
accordin~ to the convenience of the villagers. 

SOURCE: Srj P. SaryantJrayana Murthy, Village Karnam, 
ldulapakabonanji. 

22. Tanam - Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Tadi Railway Station and 8 miles from Anaka
palle. 

The total population of the village is 2,319 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Vaisya, Padmasale, Koppala Velama. 
Kamsali, Thdika, Chakali, Mangali, Sattibalija 
and Scheduled Castes (85)-Mala, Madiga. The 
chief means of thetr livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 
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There is the only temple of the village deity 
'Pa radesamma and the image of the village deity 
.is decorated with colours. 

Paradesamma Pallduga is celebrated for one day 
on PhDlguna SJlddhaPurnima (February-March). The 
devotees fulfil their vows. This is being celebrated 
for the palt 78 years and is local significance. The 
patrons are Koppala Velamal. Local people con
grega~~. 

San!ramanam (Sankranti) i. celebrated in Pu.sh
"am (December-January). 

.SoURCE: Sri Parr; Achaiah, Village Karnam, Tanam. 

23. NagulapaUe - Situated at a distance of about 
1 mile from Anakapalle - Pudimadaka road. 

The total population of the village is 6,269 and 
'it is made up of several sub-communities of Caste 
Hindus; Scheduled Castes (694) and Scheduled 
Tribes (18). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour ~lld other tradi
tional occupations. 

There are the temples of Sri Rama, Vishnu and 
:&iva and .acred abodes for the village deities Mari
damma and Pothuraju. The images of Maridamma 
and Pothuraju are of wood in human form. 

Maridamma and Pothuraju uthsavams are cele
brated for 10 days in Sravana'TI (july-August) and 
Bhadmpadam (August-September) respectively. 
Fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deities. The 
Hindu devutees of the) village participate withou t 
any distinct ion of caste or creed. Pujari is a Gavara' 
p,tUadam is distributed to all. 

The festivals in the temples of Sri Rama, 
Vishnu and Siva are celebrated in Ashadam (June
July), &hyam (December-January) and Kartii:am 
( October-November) respectivdy. The pujaris 
for these temples are Brahmins of Ka'syapa, Srivat_ 
sa and Bharadhwaja gotrams. 

The devotees take sea bath and observe fasting 
and jagarana during festive days. Dramas, burra
I:athas, Harikathas and Bhajans are the items of 
enterta inment. 

SoURCE: Sri B. resudas, Teacher, NagulapaUe. 

14. Aoakapalle - A Municipality and the head. 
quarters of the taluk with a population of 46, 402 
accordind to the 1961 Cenlus count. The town 
covers an area of 8.75 sq. miles and there are alto

.gether 9,327 occupied residential houles. It is situa-

ted 21 miles west of Visakhapatnam in the midlt of 
a level expanse of a rich wet land wate~'ed by the 
river Sarada which flows close by the town and is 
5panned over by botb the road and railway bridges. 
Anakapalle is a Railway Station on Howrah-Ma dras 
line (Broad Gauge) of the S()uth Central Railway. 
The town is reputed to be quite healthy. This town 
is an important wholesale marketing centre of gur. 
It is also known for its Brass Industry undertaken 
by some families of the Viswabrahmin community. 
There is a company called Messrs Thutika Malli
karjllnudu & Sons, Anakapalle which is popular. 
It (.nploys about 25 to 30 workers daily for the 
manufacture of ordinary household brass utensils. 
There is a Taluk Office, a Sub-Registrar's Office, 
a S~cond Class Judicial Magistrate's Court, a Police 
Station besides a number of other public offices. It 
contains a Government Hospital and a Veterinary 
HT)spital. A number of private medical practi
ti oner s also SI'.fve the people of this town. There are 
a Higha Secondary School, a Boy's High School 
and a Girl's High School, maintained by the 
:Municipality besid~s a Basic Agricultural Training 
School and a Degree college. The town contains a 
P<)st Office with Telegraph and Telephone facilities' 
There is alsr) a Travellers' Bungalow maintained by 
the Puhlic Works Department. This town is well 
kn')wn for its sugarcane and guavl fruit. There are 
communication facilities to the neighbouring villa
ges. This is a big centre of trade, formerly called 
'Kanakapuri' as there was plentiful growth of seve
ral varieties of crops and was considered to be 
equivalent to kanakam (~old). K'lnakapuri waS 
gradually corrupted to Anakapalle. Another origin 
for the name of the village is that the soil being 
very fertile, various kinds of orchards and vegeta
bles are grown in this place and sent out to other 
villages. So it was called (Anekaphali) - ( ~-;a!-Sll) 
(a place where several kinds of fruits were raised) 
and it gradually became Anakapalle. This town 
was famous from the time of the Maghada Kings. 
It is sa.id that the a.rmy during the battle of Bobbili 
came to this village also. This village was con~ 
quered by the Odhra Kings in the 13th century and 
there are fort mounds here. It was under Chava
ladu estate. In the centre of the fort, there is the 
temple of Nukalamma. There is Sri Bhogeswara
swamy temple at the entrance of the fort. There 
is a fort called Kasimkota to testify. the fact that 
this village was once ruled by Muslim Kings. 

The total population of the town is 46,402 and 
it is made up of the following' communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaiaya, Gavara, Kapu, Telaga ~ 



Plate XV. Entrance tower of Nukalamma temple m Anakapalle. 

( Sl . No. 14, Anakapalle Taluk, p. 29.) 
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Plate XVI, Sri Rama temple, Anakapalle (a modern structure. ) 

(St. }Yo. 24, Anakapalle Taluk, p. 30.) 
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'Yata, Kamsali, Kammara; Kummari; Scheduled 
-Castes (2,293); Scheduled Tribes (45); Muslims 
·and Christians. The means of their livelihood are 
,agriculture and agricultural labour, trade, employ
ment and other traditional occupations. Some are 

·-employtd in 'the sugar factory near the town in 
Thummapala. Vegetables arc exported in large 

-quantities to Visakhapatnam. Sugarcane, ground
nuts and jaggery are produced in large quantities in 
'thil place .. 

The temples of Sri Satyanarayanaswamy, Bhoga
-~tiDgcswara8wamy, Kasivisweswua, Jagannadha. 
"1Iwamy, Sri Rama, Venkat"ramanaswamy, Muru
';"eawaraswamy, Kanyakaparameswari, Nukalamma, 

. ~ourjparameswari, Maridamma, Modamma and 
"Thalupu]amma, a few mosques and churches are the 
-places of worship. There is Agasthyadivya-gnana-
8amajam. The awe-inspirlIlg stone image of Nuka
lamma in female form is 8 feet high with four handa 
with a sword and AbhtJyahastam (posture of raising 
"the hand as an assurance of protection) pose on the· 
.. ight and . Trisulam and Kumkumbharina on the 
left. The image of Modamma is of stone in human 
form. The images of Parvarhi and Pdrameswara 
are on Nandi Vahanam in Gouriparameswari temple. 

Sri Goud Parameswari uthsavam is celebrated 
for 2 months in Karthikam· (October-November) 
and Pushyam (December-January). This festival 
is mainly celebrated by the cultivators. After paddy 
il grown well, the tuft of paddy is brought and ins
talled and pujas are performed to Gonri lParames
wari. This festival concludes with the harvest. On 
the last day, the deity is taken in a proce.ssion round 
the village. This is of ancient origin and a bout 1 
iakh devotees from distant places come to participate: 

Ct"QSlIdam is distributed to all. Public dances, fancy 
'_resses and street dramas afford ~ntertainment 
'..during the festival. . 

.c: Jagannadhaswamy festival is celebrated for 9 
...... from Ashada Suddha Padyami to Navami (June
Jolt). The Hindu devotees of the village congre 4 

-gate. without any distinction of caste or creed. 
p"jIJii is a Vaishnava. Prasadam is distributed 

-to all. Everyday the incarnations of the Lord are 
-depicted. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy Kalyanothsauam is 
·celebrated for 5 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi 
to Parnima (February-March). The residents of 
the village congregate. All Hindu communities 

-take part in the festival. Pujari is a Vaishnava. 
"p"",,,dam is distributed to all. 

Nukalamma temple is at a distcince of 4 furlon~ 
from the Municipal bus stand; It was constructed 
in the year 1618 by Sri Kakarlapudi Appala RajiJ, a 
Kshatri,a and a satellite ruler under the Nawab of 
Arcot. Sri Raju conquered this area. His family 
deity wall Kakathamma. A fort was constructed 
around this temple. The Kakathamma (now Nuka
lamma) temple is in the southern side while Bhoga
lingeswaraswamy temple is in the northern side~ The 
remnants of the ruined fort can be seen even - now. 
The same Kakat hamma deity was somehGw named 
as Nukalamma deity about 200 years ago. Sri 
Ananda Gajapathi Raju of Vizianagaram was in
charge of the fort for some time. L3ter, Sri Gode 
Jaggappa Raju was in charge a.s a satellite ruler. He 
feU in arrears of land revenue to the Arcot Nawabs. 
The estate was auctioned in order to recover the 
arrears by the Nawab and Sri Vyricherla Ananda 
Gajapathi Raju was handed over the estate as the 
highest bidder in the auction. The present trus
tees are Smt. Kamaladevi and Smt. Rukminidevi. 
daughters of Sri Vyricherla Narayana Gajapathi 
Raju and the residents of Visakhapatnam. 

The old idol of the deity is said to have been 
broken some 18 years back by some members of the 
Managing Committee due to factions. In its pJace 
a new awe-inspiring cement idol of the deity in 
female form of 8 feet h!ight, painted in colures, 
with 4 hands, holding a sword in one hand and one 
hand in Abhayaha$la (posture of raising the hand as 
an assurance of protection) pose (right hands) and; 
trident and kumkumobharina in the left hands. Nava 
Durga Oil Paints of 4" X 2' size are made on the 
inner side of the wall s around the sanctum saneto. 
rum. On Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, de
votees attend in large numbers, On each of these 
days, about 60 to 100 pilgrims visit the deity. Pil
grims include people of Krishna. East Godavari, 
West Godavari and Srikakulam districts apart from 
Visakhapatnam district. Foreigners also mlke visit 
to the temple . 

Sale of tickets to the visitors and offering of 
corbans made to the deity are the only sources_ oC 
income to the deity. During 1968-69, the income 
of the deity was about Rs. 10,000. Ticket rate is 
25 paise. Children under 8 years of age are exemp
ted from tickets. Brahmins and Gavaras also are 
exempted from purchasing tickets. A legend. con
nected with the exemption of tickets to Gavaras is as 
narrated below. 

Sri Padi Jaggam Naidu came from Karnatak!l
desa. He was the Masuld;lr of Agriculture (like 
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Ministtr f<>r Agriculture} under Sri Jagannadha 
Raju. Sri Naidu wa$ a good man. He had a son 
Sri Jaga~nadha Raju btoatht Jaggamma Naidu'. 
son to his houle when once he went out for collect
ing revenut and initiated the hoy to food. Sri Raju 
(king) heckled over the incident saying, "My dear 
Naidu, you lay that you won't eat polluted food. 
Your SOD ate food with UI. What do you say Now"?, 
Sri Ja8gama Naidu came to his house with his son 
and cut his ltomacbe, took out the guts and wash
ed tban and the boy died. The Raja came to know 
orit aDd took the corpse oftheboy to the Nukalam
ma ~eity and worshipped her. To the surprise of 
aU, tbe boy came back to life. From that time on
w.l'd., the Gavaras were exempted from tickets due 
to the high patronage they enjoyed with t he king. 
Brahmins were exempted from tickets due to many 
high positions held by them in the court. 

This deity is worshipped for protection against 
epidemics like small-pox, cholera, chicken-pox, 
plague, etc. She also confers benefits on her devo
tee. and fulfills their desires. Issueless people bege 
children. Many people of the area bear the names 
.after the deity as Nukkaiah, Nukaraju, Nukanna 
etc;, for males and Nukalamma and Nukalu for 
females. 

It is said that on the vimanam (tower on the sanc
tum sanctorum) a lightning can be seen especially 
on the Amavasya (New Moon) days, any time in the 
nights. It signifies that the dei ty is going out. Simi1ar 
lightening can be seen later in the early hours of the 
day of AmatJasya which signifies the return of the 
deity to het abode. 

N '!Jkalamma Jatara is one of the most important 
and widely known festival of the district. The 
main function takes place on Kotha Amavasya i. e., 
PluJlgrma Bahula Amavasya (February-March) 
though it actually commences from Bahulo. Padyami 
Gandadeepam is lit near the Nukalamma 
Peetham throughout the year. The devotees fulfil 
vows taken when they wue suffering from small 
pox or such other epidemics. Ghatams, ornaments 
mirrors, silver and gold eyes, kumkum cocoanuts: 
plantains, and new clothes, are offered to the deity. 
Some of the devotees offer hair also. Prasadam and 
kumkum are offered to the deity in return. -Devo
tees observe jagarana on Amavasya. There used to 
be animal .acrifice upto about 1950, but now it is 
prohibited. The jallJra is over 300 years old. The 
EndowmentsBoard of the State Government con. 
ducts the jatara with the co-operation of the Trus-

tees. About 50,000 people attend the jalara 4ndJ 
over 2 lakbt of people visit the deity throughout the 
month. PlljflTi is Sri Konathala Sanyasi of Gavara 
caUe with ~ercditary rights and the follo~ers alao
are Gavaras. There is annasantluJrpana (free fee
ding) to a large number of people on Chaitra Suddha 
Padyami, the last day of the festival. Harfkat~, 
bhajans and burrakatluJt afford entertainment to the 
pilgriOls. 

A Ramalay"m wal recently constructed near 
Sri Kanyakaparameswari temple in the main street 
at a cost of Rs. 10,000 and marble idols of Rama, 
Lakshml:'.na, Sita and Anjaneya, each of If height
were established on 1-4-1968. Sri Vankayala Na
garaju and four other Vaisyas are the promoters oC
the caUse of temple construction with the active co
<'peration of the business people of the street. An 
old, dilapidated temple was there in place of the 
present temple. It was completely demolished and. 
the new temple constructed in its place. On the 
entrance gate of the temple fine and attractive pain
ted idols of the deities were instaUed. The sculptor 

18 Sri G. YeUayya of Chodavaram town • 

Daily pujas take place in this temple. The 
jJujari is Sri Anipind\ Varaha Narasimha Murty, a 
Dravida Brahmin of Bharadwaja gotram. The 
temple has no lands. Money offered by the. devo,. 
tetS is the only renumeratIon t<? the pujari. For Sri 
Rama. Navami, Kalyanam ~marfiage) of the Lord is 
celebrated for 5 days. Panakam and va dafJappu 
are distributed to the people. 

Modamma Panduga on Ashada Suddha PurnirM 
(June~Jul)') and Maridamma Panduga on ~rtmana 

Suddha Purnima (July-August) are celebrated. 
Sheeps, goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deities. 
These are being celebrated from the past 100 years. 
The Vthsavams are celebrated from the money recei
Ved in the hundis. The pujari for Modamma deity 
is a Medara and for Maridamma deity, a Kapu. 

Sri Satyanat ayana Kovela Tatra is celebrated 
on 13th January. Mahalakshminaidugari Thee,
tham is celebrated in his memory (on January 
16th). 

To the north of this village at a distan ce of 6· 
furlongs, there are two small hillocks called 'Boj
jannakonda'. River Sarada is flowing to the north
east of these hill-locks. BojjannaTatara is celebra
ted on the hillock every year. 
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Pydithallamma temple with Her wooden image 
'j,n 'human form adorned with ornaments, a mantapa1'll 
:and. a ptUlam in front is a place of worship i~ 
'~""rayanapeta of Anakapal1e town. 

,.~:;' Sri pydithallamma Perantal" Vardhanthi 
'~m is celebrated for one day on Kartik4 
Sil/~/ia Chavithi (October - November), i. e., on 
.)itdpla Chavilhi day. Pydith'lllamm:1 was the 
.daughter and the only child of Sri Bongi DemuIu, 
. a Kapu. Theirs was a rich family. After the 
birth of Pydithallamma there income increased and 
.as the girl grew, t here appeared no bounds to their 
:richcs. The father gave her in marriage to her 
uncle Yapada Sannihabu and they were happy as 
:her mother-in-law's house was in the same village. 
But Pydithallamma had no happiness from her hus
band, and she had no children. Her mind turned 
10 God and she became a devotee of Rama, perfor
ming bhajana al ways. Sh~ was stricken with sor_ 
TOW and renounced food and sleep and at last suffer. 
ing from fever and left the world for ever. After her 
death, she asked her father in a dream to construct 
a gundam for her and celebrate her ulhsavam every 
year. The father is plelsed to do this for his belo
ved daughter. A temple is constructed and a Gnlla 
woman, Duli Achamma,offers pujas and naivedyam 
daily. She is called Pyditballamma Perantalu by 
the people of the neighbourhood who worship her 
with a belief that she belps them in their distress
Fruits, flowers, and kumkum are offered. The 
UtlutJDtJ1'II is celebrated in the evening. The patron 
i5 her father Sri BJngi Demulu. The devotees of 
this and the neigh ~ouring villages congregate. 
There is poor feeding in the morning. Clothes are 
distributed to some Sadhus. Bh 'lj'Jn as , kolatams, 
·dramas and magic are performed by the residents of 
the neighbouring villages. 

.:sOURCE: 1. Sri Patiballa Ramakrishna Rao, B. A., 
B. Ed., Teac~er, Municipal Hight,. 
Secondary School, Anakap'llle. 

2: Sri K. Subbanna, Teacher, Municipal 
Higher Secondary School, Anakapalle. 

3. Sri K. K,ishnamoorty, Headmaster, Town 
Element.ary School, Artakapalle. 

4. Sri M; Suryanarayana, Teacher, Konda
pallivari Street, Anakapalle. 

S. Sri D, SurY'lnllrayana, Headmaster, Na
galJamsapu School, Anakapalle. 

.6. Sri V. Venkata Sastr;, Senior T'lugu 
Pandit, M. H. S. School, Anakapalle. 

7. Sri S. Sanyasi Rao, Teacher, Samilhi 
Elementary School, Kothavoor. 

8. Sri Ch. Purnachandra Rao, M. A. CInSUS 
Investigator. . ' 

9. Sri Konathala Sanyasi, Pujari, Nukala-
mma Tfmple, Anakap4l1e. 

25. Singavaram - Situated at a' distance of 3 
miles from NarasingabiIIi Railway Station and to 
miles from Anakapalle . 

The total populativn of the village is 394 and it 
is inhabited mostly by Gollas. The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture and sheep-rearing. 

The temples of the village are of Gajjalamma 
and Maridamma with the wooden images in human 
form. An ant-hill is also worshipped .. 

Ammavari Jatara is celebrated for 3 days from 
Vaisakha Bahula Triodasi to Am'loasya (April-M<lY). 
Sheep, goats and fowls are sacrificed to the 
deity. This is of ancient origin and is of local signi
ficance. The Hindu residents of the village of all 
communities participate. 

SOURCE: Sri Malia Jagga Rao, Teacher, Singauaram. 

26. Addaffi - Situated at a dif>tance of 12 miles 
from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 732 and it 
is made up of the following commll-nities : Caste 
Hindus - Vaisya, Kshatriya, Velama, Kapu, Cha
kali, Mangali, Settibalijl, and Scheduled Castes 
(79)-Adi Andhras. The chief means of their liveli
hood are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
trarlitional occupations. 

There are the temples of Sri Rama and Mari
damma and a sacred abode for Paradesamma. The 
images of Paradesamma and Maridamma are made 
of wood in human form . 

Maridamma utlzsava>n is celebrated for 11 days 
from Vaisakha Suddha Pa'lchami to Purllima (April
May). Animals are sacrificed to the deity. This i" 
of ancient origin though of local significance. The 
Hindu devotees of the village congregate. 

Paradesamma Uthsaoam is celebrated for It 
days from Ashada Suddha Pal1.ch'lmi to Purnima (June
July). 

Sri Ram'!. festival is celebrated in Pushyam 
( December-January), in Kartika1'll ( October
November) and Margasiram (November-December) • 
The deiiy is taken in procession. About 1,000 de
votees from the neighbouring villages congregate. 
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A fair is held in this connection with a few 
Ihops selling sweet meats, utensils, etc. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Suryanaroyano, 
Addam. 

VIllage Hindman, 

27. S •• cIara),},apeta - Situated at a distance of 
about 12 miles from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is J ,084, and 
it is made up of some sub-communities of Caste 
Hindu.; and Scheduled Castes (48). The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculturr, agricul
turallab~ur and other traditional occupations. 

The village drity Maridamma temple with the 
image in human form is the only place of worship 
in the village. 

Maridamma Panduga is.. celebrated for one 
day on a Thursday before Magha Bahlll" Amavas,1(l 
(January-February). Sheep, goats and fowls are 

ilacrificed to the deity; This is being celebrated for 
the past over 60 years and is of local significance. 
The Hindu residents of the village participate. 

SOURCE: Sri Orvganti SafVtW'ara Roo, Tea,her, 
Sundarayyapeta. 

28. Narasingabilli - Situated at a distance of 
3 miles from Yelamanchili Railway Station and 
II miles from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 1,439 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Vaisya. Kapu, Padmasale. etc. Scheduled 
.castes l209}-Mala. Madiga; and Christians. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agriculturaL labour; trade, weaving and other 
traditional occupations. 

There are the temples of Sri Rama and Nalla 
Maremmathalli. The deities Nukalamma and 
Gowreeswara are also worshipped. 

Nalla Maremmathalli Uthsavam is celebrated 
for one day in Magham (January-February). Sheep, 
goats and fowls are sacrificed. This is being cele
brate d for the past 15 years and is confined to this 
and the nearby villages. About 200 Hindu devotees, 
local and from the neighbouring villages, congregate. 
Pujaris are Kapus. Dramas entertain the visitors in 
the nights. 

A fair is held for 30 days in this connection 
with a few shop~ 

Gowreeswaruni Thurtham and NukalamJnaJ. 
Panduga are celebrated in Phalgunam (Febr .... y-, 
March) in this village. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Daniel, Ttacher, NarasingaiJifti. 

19. Thallapalem - Situated at a distanc~ of 6 
miles from Yelamanchili Railway Station and· about'. 
9 miles from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 3,16'7 llnd 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamsali, Kamma, 
Chakali, Mangali; and Scheduled Castes (128)-Mala, 
Madiga. The means of livelihood of the people are' 
agriculture, agricultural labour , trade. employment' 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Nukalamma, Syamalamma, 
Srirama, Basaveswaraswamy and Sambamurty are 
the places of worship in this village .. The images of 
Nukalamma and Syamalamma are in female (orm 
in sitting posture with four hands holding sword in 
one hand, a crown on the head and a nose-ornament. 
There are sacred abod(s of the deities, Maridamma 
and DlIrgalamma under neem trees. There are two· 
wooden images for each deity and one male and the 
other female and they are installed under the neem 
trees, for the festival and are decorated with bmlkum· 
and turmeric. 

Nukalamma Pandula i~ celebrated for one day 
on Phalguna BghulfJ Amavasya (February-March). 
Nine days before the festival dramas and BluJgIJH
thams entertain the people in the nights tiB the 
festival day. The ghatoms (pots) are takenin a 
procession from 4 p. m. to 7 p. m. on AmlJlJtU.1a 
through all the main streets. Cooked rice and dal 
that are offiered to the deit y at homes are put in the 
ghatam by the hOl;~ewives. The ghatams are then 
taken to Sathakam/lattu (a temporary abode of the 
deity in the village) from where animals, that are 
vowed to be sacrificed along with Pllttapothu (an 
animal that is specially reared for sacrificiRg to the 
deity) are taken in procession to the temple with 
prabhas and music. Agnigundams are prepared in 
front of the temple and devotees who vowed 
before, jump in the tundams. Then the animal~ 
are sacrificed the first being the laltapothll. Thil 
is being celebrated from ancient times. The 
Hindu devotees of the village congregate. 

SOURCE: 1. Smt. M. V. RtllMvtlmflla, Teacher. ,{i.il4' 
Parishod Elemtnlar, School, Thallopalem. 

2. Sri K. Ramamurly. Karnam, Narcsinga
billi. 
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30. ChIa ..... em - Situated on the Tuni-Vis
akhapa_ ,National Highway at a distance of 
about' Jot mi1e.: to the south-west of Anakapalle. 

, '., 
• _.,¥i • 

; 'L~: T&e total population of the village is 1,003 and 
it sW'made up of the following communitiel; Caste 
Hindus-Kaput Kam~aH, Settibalija; and Scheduled 
Caltes (31 )-Mala, Madiga. The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

The village deity Nukalammathalli is worshipped 
in this village. 

Nukalammathalli Panduga is celebrated for 15 
days in Chait, am (March.April~, Plantains are 
offered and fowls are sacrificed. The devotees observe 
jGgarana during these 15 days. This is of ancient 
origin though of local significance. Local Hindu 
people of all communi ties participate. 

,SoURCE: Sri N. Bhaskar Roo, Chintalapaltm. 

31. Ganaparthi - Situated to' the West of river 
Sarada and by the side of a canal which is to the 
west of Tsuchikonda village at a distance of 2 miles 
from Narasingabilli Railway Station and 11 miles 
from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 1,594 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus- Gavara, Kapu etc; Scheduled Castes (109)
Mala. Madiga. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
t-rad itiona) occupations. 

There are temples of Sri Rama, Siva, Nuk
alamma and Matha Kondamma. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated in Phal
gunam (February-March), Sheep, goats and fowls 
are sacrificed to 'he deity. Local people of all Hindu 
communities paticipate. 

Uthsavam is celebrated for one month in 
Ka,tikam (October-November) in Someswara (Siva) 
temple. Devotees take bath in river Sarada and 
observe fasting during the festivals. Pujari' is a 
Jangam wi,th hereditary rights. There is free feeding 
during the whole' month of Kartikam (October
November). 

32. Tsuchikonda - Situated at a distance of I! 
iniles from NarasingabiIli Railway Station and 13 
miles from Anakapalle. 

The total popUlation of. the village is 1.899 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Gavara, Settibalija, Kapu, 
Kummari, Vadrangi, Vaddara,. Kams~li, Sale. 
Mangali, Chakaii, Velama; and Scheduled Cutel 
(207)-Mala, Madiga. The- chief means of livelihood 
of the people a,re agriculture, agricultural lab,our. 
trade, employment and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama, Maridamma, Durgalamma and 
Nukalamma with her awe-inspiring image in female 
form are the deities worshipped in this village. 

Nukalammathalli Samharam is celebrated for 
15 days from Phalguna Bahula Padyami (February
March). On the last day sheep, goats, and fowls 
are taken to the temple and sacrificed before the 
deity by the pajari. Malas and Madigal are the 
patrons. Only local Hindus participate. Pujari is 
a Vaddara. 

Maridamma and j Durgalamma festivals are 
celebrated in Margasiram (November-December) 
and Sravonam (July-August) respectively. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 
The chief patron is Kandregula Ramajogi. Pujari 
is a Vaishnava with hereditary rights. Every day 
Harikalhas, entertain the congregation and there 
is free feeding. 

The devotees take bath in the river Sarada 
during Kartikam (October-November) and lights 
are lit in the leaf of a plantain tree made as a boat 
and are in the river. 

Sri Kandregula Raghunadharayalu alias 
Ramamuithy Naidu Vardhanti {death anniversary) 
is celr bra ted every year on 27th May in Kandregula •. 
Yellarayalu waS his ancestor who was an Army 
Officer under the Nawabs and died in the battle 
between the Nawabs and Andhra Kings. He had· 
three children, a daughter and two sons-Pedda 
Sayed and Chinna Sayed. The latter killed his own, 
sister in her youth suspecting her character. But 
knowing her innocense after-wards, he died with 
mental worry. Pedda Sayed's son, Pedda Yellayya' 
had three sons - Chdlaya being the eldest. Chel. 
laya had four sons of whom Ramaraya was the father 
of Raghuriadharaya. Thus Raghunadharaya de~cen,
ted 'from a heroic family and he himself was a great 
devotee and hero. He constructed the temple' of' 
Pattabhirama in this village with arrangements for 
daily pujas and naivedyams. He died 00 May 27th,.' 
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f9'50 wbenhis'only ,son Ra~~jog; was at the Uni
v.~rmy. Hi~.sioiie,rddl wall 'installed' by hiB son on 
2?~~h Mat, 1 jjS 1. , :tne:i#i.~e ii t~keii in a I?r?cei: 
!~~~ ;onj~1th,M'Y"of ,e,veryxear and ptJrjas are 
verformed tro~ 2·0(1 p.m. on that day. BliajafJs, 
lUri1,athaf and 'dramas entertain the congregation. 
ffiete is ttee feeding ahd clothes are given to all. 

SOURCE: Sri Baltina Appalaswamy, H,admaster, 
Eleilunta,,, School, T suchikonda. 

33. Pallapp Aaaadapuram - Situated at a dis
tance of 8 miles from Anakapalle Railway Station 
anC:l towri. 

The total population of the village is 848 and it i' made up of the following communities : Caste 
Hindus. - Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Kapu, Jangam, 
MAhgaIl; and Scheduled Castes (83). Agriculture 
and agricultural labour are the c~ief sources of live
lihood for the people of this village. 

There are the temples of N ukalammathalli and 
Sri Rama. The image 'of Nukalammathalli is in 
human form. 

Nukalammathalli Samba ram is celebrated for 
15 days from Phalguna Bahula Padyami to Ama
vasya (February-March). Sheep, goats and Jowls are 
sacrificed to the deity. This is of ancient origin 
and is confined to this and the neighbouring 6 to 8 
villages. People of all Hindu communities from 
this and the neighb~uring 6 to 8 villages participate. 
Pajari belongs to Vaddara community with here
ditary rights enjoying the manyam lands. Dramas 
and Bh'lgavathams entertain the congregation. 

Sri Sita Raml Kalyarlam is celebrated for one 
day on Chartra SiJddha Navami (March-April) and 
the expenditure for this festival it about Rs. 300. 

SoURCE :- Sri Pathiwada R'Jrn'lcharldrudu, Tea,izer, 
Pallapu Anandapuram. 

34. Kasi.mkota - Situated at a distance of 3 fur
l~ngs north of Kasimkota Railway Station, 3 mile. 
f~!>m Anakapalle and 23 miles from Visakhapatnam. 
Madras-Calcutta Grand Trunk Road passes through 
this village. It was constructed in the name of 
Sardar Khasim during the reign of Nizani-Ul
Mulk and there 'are ruins of Kotadibbalu (fort 
n:'0unds) to the north and south of the village and 
it took the nam~ 'Kasimkota'. Kasimkota waS 
origi~ally the headquarters of a Zamindari and is
now the second largest village in this taluk with a 

pop~i~~i~~) ~t 9,30~ as_per the j§61 ,Oe~sus coun.t • 
1t is sittJJlt.ed four ltlil~8 away from An~kapatle OD 

the (). N. t. R.oad. The village extendli' oVer an 
area of-S.15 square mile1 . and in all it codlprises 
1,836 o"cup~ fClidential houses. A large number 
of people i.n thi. village live by cultivation as their 
main occupation. The total number of agricultural 
workers of this place it. 1,915 persons comprising' 
cultivators, and the aMicultural labourers. Sugar
cane and paddy are the chief crops raised in this 
village through minor, irrigation tanks, the Kasim
dora channel and the Krishnaraju channel. The 
village contains a Panchayat office, an Ayurvedic 
Dispensary, a Veterinary Touring Billet, a High 
School, a Police Station, a Park and a Post Office 
with Telephone and Telegraph facilities. An 
Artificial Insemination Centre has been recently 
set up by the Animal Husbandary Department. 
Kasimkota is the headquarters of a Panchaya t 
Samithi. 'There are a match factory and a sewing 
centre in this village which provide both part-time' 
and whole-time occupations. A weekly market is 
held here on every Thursday. 

The total population of the village is 9,303 and 
it is made up of many sub-communities of Caste 
Hindus among whom Gavaras are predominant; 
Scheduled Castes (721}--Mala, Madiga etc., and 
Scheduled Tribes (12)-. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture, argricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. .i 

The temples of Nukalamma, Padamatamma. 
Durgalamma, Maridamma, Gopalaswamy, Thripu
ranthakaswamy, Sri Kodanda Seetharamaswamy. 
Sri Nrusimhaswamy are the places of worship 
here. Nukalamma's life-like image is 6 feet in 
height. 

Nukalamma A,adhantl is celebrated for 3 dayS 
from Phalguna Bahll.la Amavasya (February-March). 
Pujas are performed and pasupu (turmeric powder), 
kumkum (vermilion), flowers, fruits, cash and 
clothes are offered. Vows are fulfilled and fowls 
and sheep arc sacrificed at their homes by some 
non-vegetarians. This ill an eighteen year old festi~ 
val (since 1951) with 10911 significance. Prior to 
1951, this festival was being celebrated at Anaka
pille. As the ornaments of the deity were stollen, 
the festival was stopped. Meanwhile in this village 
in the land of the zamindar, an lint-hill grew with 
the signs of Marina, etc., IIhowi. the presence of 
Nukalamma. A Bound as 'Kokko' was heard for: 
five days and people visited the place. The de ity 
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ask~d Sri Vegi Chin!l Ramu~ayu~u, a G~v~ra to 
c!>Dstruct f te~J?le 'and jnstal ~er: With the help 
of t~'e villagers; the land was bought, the temple 
was l tQnsiiucted, nliliY9 dhupa de,pa naiv(dyams 
and Aradhana once in a year are being celebrate~ 
s'i~ce that time onwards. About 600 people orall 
Hindu communities from thi8 and the neighbouring 
villages congrega~e. The patron ~s Gllvara China 
Ra~unayudu a':ld t~e p1f.iari is !lIsa a Gavara. 
Pras~dam is dist~i':)Uted to ~ll. M!-!sic by various 
instruments, Bhagavath,ams and dramas provide 
en terta inmen t. 

A fair with a few s,hops is peing held around 
the temple for two days from 1951 on~ards with a 
cpngregation of about pOO people of~n communi. 
ties from this and nearby villages. Sweetmeats 
foodstuffs, utensjls~ lanterns, torcbliglau,' mirron, 
combs, picturef. pbotos~ books of songs and stories, 
almanaci~' miIJ.macie a8 also handJoom cloth, 
..... ,~ ..... de.ctothes, agricultural implements, fowls, 

. , ....... ~ Ibeep ~nd bamboo articles are. sold in ,. .' .it". Magics and dramas entertam the 
'~.' 

f.a,Jamatamma A,radhana is celebrated for a 
fRo~ltb from the Tuesday after Kartheeka Purnima 
(QFtober-November) once in two years. Ammavari
pullda or the birth day celebration is on the Thurs-
day after Purnima. All the people go to Padama 
~JP_,toya (v,\lIFY) at a distance of 4 miles from the \In.,11 where tJt~re ia a big tree resembling a 
\l~~11 tree but nobody knew which tree it is, 
even now. Near thi\! tree is a small cave. Th teree 
is worshipped and dhupa detpa-naivedyams are offered 
when the deity in the form of a small insect ~its on 
one of the pujaris and r~w~~ns till the Uthsavam is
over. From that day till tbe 30th day, ghatams (pots) 
are tl.\ken in procession through the streets of the 
village and on the last/day, a neem stick is erected 
jn the temple with music and worshipped. Kum
hhams, fruits, cO,coanuts, vadapappu, chalimidi etc , ar~ 
offered. Non-vegetarians offer fowls and sheep. 
Vows are fulfilled by offering hair and p.adamati
che~ra, a specifll saree woven for the pprpose of 
offering to the deity. The chief patrons are the 
members of Gothina family of Kapu community. 
People from this and the nearby villages congregate. 
There is no ~pecific pujari. But a member of the 
Kap\1 family perfor.m the pujas. Prasadam is distri
buted to all. 

A fair with a few shops selling foodstuffs, eat-' 
able's, utensils, mirrors, combs a~d photos is held for 
a'day during the Utksavam. .. . 

SqURCE: 1· ~ri $~var.pm !J~~e7JJf!Hrzlpm, Teqeh"l~ 
ran'~if.!f't. Sa,,!i'~i §{e"!e.~tary SchqrJ,. 
Kasimko"a: . 

2. Sri D. S,mha~"ala1Jl, Tefl;cl;er, P. ~. p'~ ... 
mefltarY S,~ool, Kasim~ol/;l. 

35. MUDag_paka,-Situated at a distance 9f t 9l}le .. 
fr<:>m Anakapalle Railw'}y Station. There is ~ big 
rock called 'Munula Banda', where Munies were 
supposed to have done penance. The village near 
this rock is called cMunulapaka' which was corrup
ted into Munagapaka. Moolapeta and Mangal<i
varapupeta are its hamlets. 

The total population of the village including 
the hamlets is 6,472 and it is made up of the follow
iqg ~ommuDities: Caste Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, 
KlI-pu, SeUibalija, Jangam, Yadava, Medara, Vad .. 
4ar.a, Kamsali, Kummari, Sale, Mangali, Chakali; 
Scheduled Ca~tes {492) and Scheduled Tribes (5) . 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture 
and agricultural labour, trade, employment and 
other traditional occupations. . 

The temples of Eswara, Rama, Sambamurty 
Durgalamrna, Maridamma, Paradesamma in Muna..: 
gapaka; Rama and Gangamma in Moolapeta; Dur
galamma, Bandinukalamma, Mallelamma and 
Rama in Mangalavarapupeta are the places of 
worship. 

Sambamurty festival for 25 days in Margasiram,. 
(November-December), the Lord's Marriage in 
Chaitram (March-April), Sri Rama lVavami in Chait':' 
rarn (Marcil-April). Maridamma and Durgalamma 
festivals in September (Asvijam), Paradesamm.~'· 

Jatara in Phalgunam (February-March) for about 30 
days are celebrated in the temples at Munagapaka 
with local congregation from ancient times. Vad
daras are the pujaris with hereditary rights. 

In Moo)apeta, hlo Munagapaka, Grama D8valha. 
(Gangalamma) Panduga is celebrated for 30 days iIi, 
Bhadrapadam (August-September). Sheep, goats and 
fowls are sacrificed to the deity. Every day th~~ 

deity is taken in a procession. The devotees obserye' 
fas.ting and jagorana. This is of ancient origin aud 
the local devotees of all communities particiR~t~ •. 
Pujari is a Harijan with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
witp a few shops. Lotteries and dramas afford' 
entertainment to the visitors. Bh~jans are performoo 
in Sri Rama. Temple during Sonkranti in PuskyaTfL 
(December-January). 
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\ .. In Mangalava,rapupeta lilo of Mun~gapaka, 
Durgalamma' 'Pant/riga i~. celebrated for 10 days in 
SrafJQnam (July-August). ~nimals are sacrificed. 
'Fhe devotees take sea-bath and 'observe fasting and 
ja~.,ana. Thi. is an ancient festival. About 1,500 
Hindu devotees, from this village and the neighbour
ing villa~es congregate without' any distinction of 
caste or creed: Pujari is a Vaddara. 

. Bandi Nukalamma and Mallelamma festivals 
are ce~brated for 10 days in Bhadrapadam (August
September). During Sankran'~ in Pushyam, bha
jans are performed in Sri Ram~ temple. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri J. NaraJ;mham, Teacher, PanchlJyat 
Samithi Elementaty School, Munagapaka. 

1. Sri Molika Veerabhadrudu,. Teacher, 
Mangalavarapeta, Hamlet of Munagapaka. 

3. Sri Vaddadi Ramacf!andra Rao, C[lrk, 
Panchayat Board, Moolapeta, hamlet of 
Munagapaka. 

36. Tbimmarajupeta~Situated at a distance of 51 
miles from Visakhapatnam. The village was first 
established by Sri Thimmaraju and therefore the 
village goes by the name Thimmarajupeta. 

The total population of the village· is 1,566 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Gavara, Kshatriya, Brahmin, Viswabrah
min, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamsali, Padmasale and Sche
duled Castes (112). The cllief means of their live
lihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, employ .. 
ment and other traditional occupations. 

There are the temples of Sri Rama, Maridamma, 
Muthyalamma and Durgalamma. The images of 
these deities except that of L'Jrd Rama are in female 
form. 

Marmamma Padaga is celebrated for 15 days j~ 
.fIIIijam (September. October). :r.gery day ghalom 
( pots) are taken in proce~sion. On the last 
day, generally on Thursday, (Anupu panduga) is cele~ 
mated. Sheep, goats and fowls are sacrificed and 
cocoanuts and plantains are offered to the deity. 
This is of ancient origin though of local significance. 
The local Hindus participate. There is no specific 
/lUjan. Any person of the Gavara community per
forms the puja. 

Muthyalamma UthrflfJam i. celebrated once in 2 
yearl for 2 or S days after Sankranti in Pushyam 
(December-january.). 

.. 'Durgalamina Ut/iStWlJI7l i. celebrated in Bhadra. 
padam (Augult-September). 

. RaJugari Tke"tham is celebrated for onc day. 
one week after Sanbanti, i.e., on 21st jamiary in 
mrmory of Appalanarasayamma. Cocoanuts, fruits 
and flowers are offered. The patrons are Gavara •. 
Local people par:ticipate. There is no specific 
pujari. . 

The devotees take sea bath during Magha Pur
nima and observe fasting and Jaga,am on Mahasiva-· 
,at,i. Harikaf.has, dramas and burrakathas are the 
entertainments on falting days. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Gopulapati B,ahmaji Rao, Village Kar,. 
nam, ThimmarajuP'Ia, 

2. Sri B. Durgalu, Teacher, Thimmarljupeta. 

37. Vadrapalle-Situated at a distanee of 6 miles 
from Anakapa,llc Railway Station and town. There 
is a road from this village to Anakapalle via Muna_ 
gapaka. 

. The _total p )pula tion of the village is 2,143 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Viswabrahmin, Gavara, Settibali
ja, Chakal i, Mangali, Senapathi, Sale; Scheduled 
Ca1!tes (66)-Mala, Madiga. The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, 
fishing and other traditional occupations. 

There are temples of Paripi!ht.mma, Sri Rama, 
Sri Venkataramanamurty on the hillock, Maridam
rna and Durgalamma. The image of Paripillamma 
is in human form and of the size 5' X 3' . 

Paripillamma panduga is celebrated for 3 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Sapthami to Navami (February
March). Animall are lacrificed and sarees, incense 
and fruits are offered. This is being celebrated 
Since the pa!t about 100 years and is confined to this 
and the nearby villages. Gavaras are the patrons. 
About 3,000 Hindu devotees, from this and the 
neigbbouring villages, congregate. The temple has 
5 acres of land and the festival is celebrated from 
the income on these lands. P,asatiam is distributed 
to all. 

A fair is held in this/connection for one day 
near the temple. This is being held for the past 
about 100 years. A few shops, selling eatables, uten
sils, etc. are kept. Lotteries, whirling wheels and 
dramas afford entcrtainmeDt. The devotees take 
sea-bath durinc Mag'" P",.... Uanuary-Febru·-
8ry) and obsente CaltiDg and /.,.,... during Mlha
sivaratri Uanuary.Fobruary) •. 
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SoURoE:' 1~ Sri T. Joga Rao, Village Karnam, Vadra-

pall,. . 

2. Sri P. V. Ramajoginaidu, Tea,hlf, Vadra
palle; 

3. Sri'P. Dakshinamurty, T,acher, Vadrapalle. 

:38. Nagavaram-:Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
Ifrom AnakapalJc. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1.,650 and 
:it is made up of the following communities : Caste 
Hindus - Brahmin, Vaisya, Senapathi, Kapu, 
:Settibalija, Golla, Viswabrahmin; Scheduled 
-Castes (99) - Adi Andhra. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour and 

·.other traditional occupations. 

The temples of the village, are of Durgalamma, 
:Maridamma, Paripillamma, Sri Rama and Dakshina 
-Kasi Eswara. There is no image of Durgalamma 
n the temple. 

Durgalamma Jatara is celebrated in Nagavaram 
fOr S days in the dark fortnight of Vaisakha (April
,,*y), according to the convenience of the villagers. 
~ts. fowls, etc. are sacrHiced and Barees and nai
. , -
~m are offered to the deity. This is being 
cehlbr~tf!d for the past over 100 years and is confi
ned ~~. an,d the neighbouring villages. Kapus 
are the'· .,altoDl., About 2,000 devotees from this 

.and the n~hbouring villages congregate, Only 
'Hindus parHtijtate. 

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days with 
-.afew shops selling eatablel, utensils, etc. This is 
(lcing held for the past about 100 years. 
. ~' ... 
,'_ The devotees decorate their houses and invite 
*.ratives for dinners. 

• <\1;: ": 

,~> Maridamma and Paripillamma festivals are also 
.ctttbrated in this vi !lage. 

:'1:,~." 

$euaOE : 1. Sri Thimmaraju Appa Roo, Karnam, 
Naga'Daram. 

2. Sri A. Jogaiah Naidu, Teach". 

;39. Rajapeta Agralaaram-Situated towards the 
.outh-east of Anakapallc town at a distance of 8 

:miles. . 

The total population of the village is 472 and it 
:;il made up of a few sub-communities of caste 
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (16). 

The temples of Kotha Mahalakshrni, Muthyala 
.. Polamma and Durgamma are the places of worship 
in this village. 

, -
Gramtu/'Datha festival is c,elebrated in the 

second week of March every year. Pujas are per· 
formed and fruits and kumkum are offered.. An,i· 
mals arc sacrificed. The villagers invite their 
relatives and arrange dinners. This is being cele
brated for the past over 100 years and is confined to 
this and the neighbouring villages. Over 500 
Hindus from this and the neighbouring villages 
congregate. Only Hindus participate. There is rio 

pujari. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few 
. shops selling eatables and utensils. 

Muthyalamma, Polamma and Durgalamma 
festivals are also celebrated along with this 
festival. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri A. Somasundaram, Village Karnam~ 
Rajupeta. 

40. CheeparupaUe West-Situated at a distance 
of 12 miles from Tadi Railway Station and 14 miles 
from Anakapalle Railway Station and town • 

The total population of the village is 3,092 and 
it is made up of the following communities : Cute 
Hindus - Vaisya, Koppala Velama, Settibalija, Cha
'kali, Mangali, Golla, Padmlsale, Viswabrabmin; 
and Scheduled Oastes (71)_:_Mala, Madiga. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture. 
agriculturallabol.lr a'nd other traditional occupa
tions. 

There are the temples of Ramachandramma • 
Muthyalamma, Nesthalamma and Sri Rama. Th~ 
images of Ramachandramma and Nesthalamma are 
of cement and the image of Mctthyalamma is of 
wood . 

Grl1madevathala Pandugalu are celebrated 
according to the convenience of the villagers in 
Sravanam (July-August)· and BhlJdrapadam (August
September). Sheep, goats, and fowls are sacrificed 
and flowers and fruits are offered to the deity. Some 
devotees observe fasting and jagarana on this day. 
The devotees invite their relatives and friends and 
there is free feeding for them. This is of local 
significance. Patrons are the village elders. Local 
Hindus participate. Pujari is a Koppala Velama 
of Pydipala lotram with hereditary rights. Pf(IS~ 
dam is distributed to all. 
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Sankranli UtMavam is celebrated in Pushyam 
fDeceIllber.,.Jan'Uary) ip Sri ~ama "Illple, Devo
tees take sea-bath during Magha Pu.rn~J'l.a (January. 
February). __ , 

$OU~CE: Sr~ ". Seetharoma Roo, V. 1;.. W.,. Chtepuru-
,,1#/' (West). ' 

fl. Cheepul'1IpaDe East-Situated at a distance 
of 11 miles from Tadi Railway Station and 14 miles 
from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 4,905 and 
it is snade up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus - Koppala Vdama, 'Settibalija, Chakali, 
Mangali, Golla, VadabaJija, Jalari (Telugu), etc; 
and Scheduled Castes (176)-Mala, Madiga. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agr iculture, agri
cultural labour, fishing and other traditional oecu
I>ations. 

There are the temples of S",i Rama, Nesthala-
mma ar.d Pydithallamma and a hut of palm leaves 

for the deity Mutbyalamma. The images of 
MuthyaJamma and Pydithallamma are in female 
form. There are images of some other deities in 
Muthyalamma temple wh.ose names are not 
~no,wn. 

Nesthalamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
in Bhadrapadam (August-September). Animals are 
sacrificed. This is of local Significance. Koppala 
Vela mas are the patrom. Local Hindus participate; 
There is no specific pujari. 

Mlithyalamma Panduga and Pydithallamma 
Panduga are celebrated in Vaisokham (April-May); 
the former for 9 days and the latter for 2 days. 

. The~e are of local significance. Vadabalijas and 
Settibalijas are the patrons. Local people partici-
pate. .. 

A Jatara is celebrated in Sri Rama temple f!)[" 
one weelt. V qWI .• r~ fu1fUr:!i. '. 'J'hi~ is of ~9~~J 
significance. Villagers are the pa!r~s. Over I,OO(» 
loc~~ Hil!du! part!cjpa~e. 

The devotees take sea-bath in t~e morning and. 
obS,~rvejag~r.ana in the ni~~t on Magha Purnima day· 
(January-February) . 

SOURCE: Sri Kokkirogadda Appala Narasimham, Villag,' 
. Karnam, Cheepurupalle East. 

42. Ravipal~P1 Agr.t.ar8lD-Situated at a distance· 
of 16 miles from ApakapaUe Railway Station. 
T·bere is a road from Anakapallc Railway Station to· 
Kondarla and from Kondarla to this village via' 
Cheepurupalle. 

The total population of the village is 360 and it 
is mostly made up of Kapu Caste and Scheduled 
Castes (24) • Adi Andhra. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture and ,agricultural 
la'bour. 

• There is a temple of Durgalamma; 2 huts oi 
palm leaves for the deities Muthyalamma and Ban
demma and a garden for Sathyamma. The image 
of Durgalamma is made of cement. The images of 
Muthyalamma, Satbyamma and Bandemma are of 
wood. 

Gramadevathala Pandugolu are celebrated after 
Phoiguna Bahula Amavasya (FeJ?ruary-March). Ani
mals are sacrifice~ and fruits ~nd flowers are offer:
ed. Bhtlgavatham affords entertainment. Jalarqm 
is observed. This is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. Villagers are the patrons. Local. 
people participate. There is no pujari. Prasadam 
is distributed to all . 

SOURCE: Sri K. Somasundaram, Village Htadman", 
Rauipolem Agraharam. 
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Section III 

YELLAMANCH ILl TALUK 
.:., 

~ri.ai~.: .... Situated at a distance of 51 miles 
-f .. om AnakapaUe Railway Station, 13 miles from 
-y.eUamanchili and 40 miles from Narasapatnam. 

. , .~ ""; 

; c- 'The total population of the village is 1,906 and 
-ifi.-made up of the following Hindu Castes: Bra~-
-iQii; Vaisya, Karanam, Gavara, Kumman, 
-Qakali Mangali, Medari, Jangam; Scheduled 
-&.tea (i24) - Mala, Madiga; and Muslims. The 
<rtief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
.-agriculturallabour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Maridamma, Paradesamma, 
::Durgalammaand Sri Rama are the places of worship 
in this village. 

Maridamm Panduga is celebrated for 8 da ys in 
..dsMdam (June-July). This festival is of ancient 

_ -origin and of local significance. Local Hindus 
'--congregate. There is no specific pujar;, but the 

festival is conducted under the supervision of the 
-villagers. Dinners are enjoyed at the household 
:level. 

Paradesamma festival is celebrated in September 
yd Durgalamma festival is celebrated in December. 

:SomcE:- Sri L. KlJmeswara Rao, Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary School, Haripalem. 

-2. Erravaram - Si tuated at a distance of 7 miles 
-from Anakapalle Railway Station, II miles from 
-Yellamanchili and 45 mile. from Narasapatnam. 

The total population of the vi llage is 1,183 and 
it is made up of the following Hindu Castes: Brah
'Dli n, Vaisya, Kapu, Nagara, Settibalija, Jangam, 
"Telukula, Mangali; and Scheduled Castes (114)-
Mala, Madiga. The chief means of their live

,Hhood are agriculture, agricultural labour and, 
--other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Paradesamma, Nukalamma, 
Marinamma, Durgalamma, Nallamaremma and 

-Pasula Maremma are tlie piaces of worship in this 
-village. All these temples are built of palm leaves, 
--over the images of the deities. There is also a Rama 
'temple. The village deity Durgalamma is worshipped 
in the form of a tree in Sringavaram hlo of this 
"Village. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for 8 days in 
Phalgunam (February-March). Relatives are in~ 
vited and feasts are enjoyed. Fowls, goats and sheep 
are sacrificed to the deity. This festival is of ancient 
origin and of local significance. There is no specific 
pujari 

The festival is celebrated under the supervision 
of the villagers. 

Paradesamma, Marinamma, Durgalamma, Nal
lamaremma and Pasulamaremma festivals are cele
brated in the month of 'Karthikam (October. 
November). Use of liquor during festival days is 
an ordinary custom. 

In Sringavaram hlo of this village Durgalamma 
Panduga is celebrated for 30 days from PhalguntJ 
Bahula Amavasya (February-March) to Chailra 
Bahula Amavasya (March-April) with local' cong
regation. Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed, 
Jagarana is- observed. The expenses are met from 
the collections. All castes participate. 

SQURCE: 1. Sri D. Sakine N1idu, Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary School, Erraoaram. 

2. Sri M. Jagannadha RIIO, Karnam, Erra
• vllram. 

3. Sri Ch. Sekhar RIlO, Villag; Level W()rker, 
Erravaram. 

4. Sri P. Subramlnyam, Singl, Teaclur, 
rellamanchili. 

3. Uppavaram - Situated at a distance of 91 miles 
from Anakapalle Railway Station,241 miles from 
Yellamanchili and 311 miles from Nuasapatnam. 

The total population of thl! village is 1,387 and 
it is made up of the following Hindu Castes: Brah
min, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, Viswabrahmin, 
Chakali, Mangali, Settibalija, Telukula, Yadava; 
Scheduled Castes (80)-Mala, Madiga; and Dede
kula Muslims. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of Durgalamma, Pydithallamma 
and Nukalamma with wooden images of the deities 
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and RaJIla temple are the places of worship in this 
village. 

Sri Rama festival is celebrated for a day during 
Sankranl; on 17th January. -This i. a very anciefit 
festival confined to this and a few nearhy, villages. 
About 1,000 devotees of all communities congregate. 
Prasad am is distributed to· all. Everyday, there is 
dhupam and dttpam in the Rama temple. Pujari 
is a Viswabrah~in appointed by the village elders. 

A fair is held in this connection since the origin 
of the village near the temple. About 1,000 
people from this and the neighbouring 10 to 12 vil
lages participate. A few shops $'ell eatables, plastic 
articles, pictures and photos of Gods, song-books, 
cloth, clothes and toys. 

In the second week of February, Sri Satyawathi 
Devi Peron/afu festival near Tuiasikota is .celebra
ted for 3 days. Nearly 1,000 de,\otees congregate. 
Bhajans and music of drums - proville an attraction. 
Dramas are also enacted. Sri Karri Achchanna is 
the patron. 

The festivals of the village deities hke Mari
namma, Durgalamma, Pyditballamma, Polamma 
and NukaIamma are also celebrated in the village. 
'Dhupa-deepa, naivedyams, turmeric, kumkum, clothes, 
etc. are offered and fowls and animals are sacrificed 
to the deities. 

Annasantharpana (poor-feeding) is held in Magharn 
(January-February) . 

SOURCE: Sri Bodepu Ven/cuTiaidu, Tracher, Uppavaram. 

4. Jagannadhapuram-Situated at a distance of 
3 miles from Narsingbilli Railway Station, 8 miles 
from Yellamanchili and 38 miles from Narasapatnam. 

. .' , 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,583 and 
it is made up of the following lIindu Castes: Kapu, 
Chakali, Mangali, Jangam; Scheduled CasteS 
(119); and Scheduled Tribes(9). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agrictulture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Mallikarjunaswamy with a 
stone Sivalingam Mahalakshamma, Paradesamma, 
Donkalamma and Rama and Vinayaka 'Chavadi' 
or 'Sala' are the places of worship. The images of 

. the deities Mahalakshamma, Paradesamma and 
Donkalamma are in human form. 

Sri Mallikarjuna Swamy festival is celebrated 
for one day on Magha Bakula Chathurdasi (January-

February). This ancient feltiva I is of local signifi
cance. Apout 1,000 to 1,500 local Hindus congregate_ 
People of all communities participate in the festival._ 
Pujari is a Jangam of tsbakthavathsala gotram witb. 
hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few shops.; 
sellin, eatables, ut.D.U,. etc. 1,000 to 1,500 persons: 
attend the fair. 

Aradkana is perform~ to the Lord on Monday.' 
and on Purnima in Ktlrt~tam (October-November). ' 

Mahalakshamma Pondug. is celebrated for 9' 
days in the bright fortnight of Ashadam (June-
July) Ghata uregimpulu (proceSSion. oC. gbatams) and_ 
hasya valakamulu are from the 3rd day and on the-

. 8th day, there ls either Bluzgavatham or drama;. 
anupu is on the 9th day when aradluzna is performed 
with fruits, flowers, turmeric and kumkum in the 
morning. In the evening, the devotees go to the 
temples with music and puii 'lIeshamlu; anct 
sacrifice fowls, goats and sheep. This forms the 
last part of the festival. Fruits, flowers, ,halim;di~
vadapappu,. pasupu and kumkuma are offered t? the, 
deity. This is of 'ancient origin. The residents of
the village irrespective of caste or creed congregate. 

A fair is held in this connection near the temple. 
Abou t 1 ;000 to 1,500 people attend. A few shops:
selling eatables, utensils, etc. are held. 

Paradesamma Panduga and Donkalamma p~. 
duga are also celebrated· in Karlhikam (October-
November) for 2 days. During the DIDi Panduga/u, 
the pujaris and the patrons who fulfil their vows·, 
observe fast. 

Bandla Veshamulu, Pul; Veshamulu, music parties,_ 
dances, dramas and Bhagavathams and cock fights. 
afford entertainment to the visitors during the_ 
village deities festivals. 

Sarvasri Bheemuni Gangu Naidu and Satyan •. 
arayana's Vardhanlhi Uthsavamull.l are also cele-' 
brated for 3 or 5 days in Magham (January-February) 
in this village, in commemoration of the persons. 
who belonged to great families. These are being 
celebrated for the past fourteen years and are con-
fined to some nearby villages also. About -2,000 to 
2,500 persons congregate from the nearby' villageg. . 
like Erravaram, Uppavaram, Mallavaram, Kumara
puram, Anandapuram, Ganaparthi, Chuchikonda, 
Narendrapuram, Ramagir'i, Colapalem and Melu-~ 
paka. 
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A fair is held with a few shops. Bhajanas, 
garidulur playing of drums, gambling and lotteries 
are tb.~ entertainments during the festival. These are 
held near'lhe .1(J,nadibba at the tombs of the great 
8OUll: 

1. 

2. 

Sri .M. Nara.1anamurthy, Headmaster . , 
Jagannadhap uram. 

Sri B. Gopalachari, Tracher, Jagannadha
paramo 

5. Meblpaka - Situated on the bank of Sarada 
river at a distance of I! miles from Narasingabilli 
Railway Station, 7 miles from Yellamanchili, and 
27 miles from Narasapatnam. The approach to the 
viliage is only by cart and walk. 

The total population of the village is 1,742 and 
it is made up of the following Hindu Castes: 
Brahmin,· Vail)'a, Kshatriya, Ka~ma, Telaga, 
Padma$al~, SettibaUja, Kapu, Vadla etc; and 
~hd Oatte' (171). The chief means of their . '. "'J~ are agriculture and other traditional 
·~iOllS. 

The temples of Siva, Rama, Donkalamma. 
Marinamma . and Nukalamma with the images of 
the respective deities are the places of worship in 
this village 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for one day in 
PluJlpnam (February-March). Fowls and animals 
,are sac~ificed to the deity. This ancient festival is 
of local significance. Local people of all com
munites congregate. Pujari is a 'Vaddara', enjoying 
the manyam land of the deity. Bhagavatha Kala
kshepam . is held and prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few 
lihops. The people of this village and a few people 
from the neighbouring villages congrt'gate. 

Donkalamma and Marinamma festivals are cele
brated in Karthikam (October-November) and Srava
"am (july-August) respectively. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Sa n.1asi Raju, Headmaster, Samithi 
Elemtntar.1 School, Melupaka. 

6. Jampapalem - Situated on the bank of Sarada 
river at a distance·of 5 miles from Yellamanchili. 

The total population of the village is 1,164 and 
it consists of castt Hind us-Brahmins, Vaisyas, 
Ga~aras, Kapps, Mangalis, Chakalis, Padmasales, 

Kamsalis, Yathasjand Scheduled Castes.(71 )-Malas. 
Madigas. The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi. 
tional occupations. 

The temHles of Sri Sita Ramaswamy, Marid .. 
amma and Nukalamma with the images of the 
deities are the pJaces of worship here. 

Maridamma Panduga is celebreted for 30 days 
from Bhadrapada Suddha Purnima (August- September) 
to Asvija lJuddha Purnima (September-October). 
Sheep, goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. 
Every night, a ghatam is taken in a procession to 
collect cooked rice which is later given to the pujaris. 
This is an ancient festival confined to some nearby 
villages. About 4 to 5 hundred devotees of all 
Hindu communities from this and the neighbouring 
villages congregate. 

In this connection fair is held for 3 days, out
side the village, near the temple. Ah ... ut 4 to 5 
hundred perwns-Iocal and from the neighbouring 
towns and villages like Visakhapatnam, Anakapalle, 
Mulagapaka, Melupaka, Somalingapalem, Mula
jampa and Yellamanchili congregate. Eatables, 
utensils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures. 
dt'picting Ramayana and Mahabharatha stories, 
cloth, clothes" mats, bags, and toys are 
brought and sold. Music concerts, lotteries and dra
mas provide entertainment. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for 7 days 
from Phalguna Bahula Amavasya (February-March). 
This festival is of ancient origin and is of local sig
nificance. 4 to 5 hundred devotees from this and 
the neighbouring villages congregate. 

A fair is held for a day near the temple. About 
4 to 5 hundred persons congregate. Eatables, 
utensils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures, photos, 
cloth, clothes, toys, mats and bags are brought and 
sold. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (Marc h-April). 
Sathvika pujas are performed to the Lord. Fruits, 
and flowers are offered to the deity. 

Gowri Parameswari festival is also celebrated 
in Karthilcam (October-November). 

Hindu devotees take river-bath in Karlhikam 
(October-November) and sea-bath on Magha Suddha 
Purnima (January-February). 
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SOURCE' 1. Sri Pila V.nkata Ramana, Single TeacMr, 
Samithi Elementsry High School, Jampa~ 
pat.m. . ... 

1. Sri Undavalli Venkata Narsimha Rao, 
Villag, Karnam, Jampapal,m. 

7. Malajampa-Situated at a distance of about 
3 milcs from Yellamanchili. 

The total population of the village is 593 and it 
'Con.ista of Brahmins, Kapus, Gavaras, Chakalis, 
MangaIis, Padmasales, Kamsalis, Yadav'as, Ksha
trias; and Scheduled Castes! (36) • Madigas. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Sita Ramaswamy temple with the image of 
the Lord and Durgalamma temple with the image 
of the deity in human form are t~e places of wor~hip 
in this village. ' 

Durgalamma Jatara is celebrated in the months 
of Sravanam (july-August) and Bhadrapadam 
(August-September). During nights, ghfJtam i. 
taken in a procesiion to collect rice and cooked rice 
for the pujaris. Animals are sacrificed. This fes
tival is of ancient origin confined to lome nearby 
villages. About 4 to 5 hundred Hindu devotees 
from this and the neighbouring villages congre
gate. 

A fair is held in this connection near the 
temple, outside the village. Eatables, earthen and 
glass utensils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, picture. 
depicting Ramayana, cloth, clothes, bamboo articlea 
and toys of various kinds are brought and sold. 

Dramas, mUlic parties, lotteries and fancy 
dresses provide e8tertainment to the village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 
Satlwika pujas are performed to the Lord. Fruita, 
and flowers are offered. 

A festival is also celebrated for January 17th, 
near Sri Sita Rama Swamy temple. 

·SOURCE: Sri Bathini AdinaraYllna, Teacher, Sp"ial 
Samithi El,Tlllntary Sehool, Mulaj.mpn. 

.: Koth'ar1l-Situated at a distance of 4- mile. 
C'-OIll Yellamanchili Railway Station and town with 

comm\lnication fadlities to towns like Yellaman
chili and Visakhapatnam. There are SOIne ruined 
Buddhist C)thupas and a cave in the village. 

The total population of the village is 1,742 and 
it consists of Brahminl, Vaisyas, Kapus, Sales, 
Settibalijas, Kummaris, Thelukalas,' Kamsalis, 
Mangalil, Sri.hti Karnamsj Scheduled Castes (187)-

. Harijans andDudekula. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Siva, Nukalamma 
and Koththamma with the images of the deities in 
human form and Dayalbagh Radhaswamy Prardhana 
Ma;jdiram (Prayer hall) are the places of worship. 

Nukala~ma Uthsavam is celebrated for 11 days 
from Phalguna Bakula Panehami to Amavasya (February
March) .. , Fruits, and flowers are offered; and fowls 
and sheep are sacrificed to the deity., This ancient· 
fe'!ltiv'll is of local significance. The patrons are 
Kapus and the followers are Harijans. Local Hin' 
dus congregate irrespective of caste or creed. 
Pujarj is a Vaddara. 

Koththamma Uthsavam is celebrated from 
Chaitra Bakula Pallchami (March-April) to VQisakhlJ 
Suddha Panchami (April-May) for 15 days and Sri 
Bhavana Rishi festival is celebrated for 2 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-jApril). 

The pujari of Rama teqlple is a Padmasale of 
Markandeya gotram. 

SOURCE: S,i P. Satyanarayana, Headmaster, Samithi 
Elementary School~ Kothuru. 

9. Dharapalem Hlo Panchadarla - Situated 
at a distance of 5 miles from Yellamanchili, a 
furlong from the Yellamanchili-Gajuvaka bus route~ 
at the foot of the hill Phanigiri (snake hill), so 
called on account of its appearance in the shape 
of a crawling snake. The hill is visible from the 
Anakapalle-Achyuthapuram route. The temple ilJ 
at the southern extremity of this hill. It goes by 
the name of Panchadarla Kshetram because of the 
five streams that flow d9wn the hill into the pond 
below. For the same reason the hamlet is known 
as Dhuapalem (Dhara again means stream) and 
the ksheth,am as Dbarapalem kshlth,tJm. On the top 
of Phanigiri to the south, there is a cave with a 
pond in it. It is believed that the water from this 
pond flowing in five undercurrents down into tbe 
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1emple of Madhavaswamy. The water in the pond 

h fttsh-ana ,weet. 
'.' .' 

, ,,- ~: total population of the .place is 3,310. and 
~::~ised of Brahmj~s, Valsyas, Kshatnyas, 

, . ;. " Kapus, Mangaha and some other Sudra 
• and Scheduld Castes (106). The chief 

, 'of livelihood of the residen ts are agriculture, 
. altural labour and other traditional occupa-

Tbe temple of Madhavaswamy is seen first on 
approa~hing the kshelram. It is constructed in.a 
d«p depression in the earth, a perfect square III 

form: In front of the temple there is the dhwoja. 
Jtluzmbflam and next to the dhwajasthsmbham there are 
bathing ghats. It is into' these batbin~ ghats that 
the water of the four streams flows. Next to the 
bathing ghats, there is a stone, cuboid in shapt", on 
whieb :thUe:are footprinu; They are believed to 
'~';l'" :lootpfiau of Varaha Narasimhaswamy of 
'~.Illm who is believed to. have been h~re 
~ BnaUy lett ling on the Slmhachalam hill. 
dn either side of the bathing ghat there are steps 
leading up and at the end of the steps on the right 
.ide there is a mantapam with sixteen pillars of 
exquisite arch itecture. Close to this mtJntapam there 
i. a' Sivalingam embedded in the earth. The 
"umtapam is a huge one with rows of Sivalingams 
carved on it, all round, each row containing about 
ao of them. Only a few f')WS are visible above the 
ground at present. This is known as Kotilingam 
as the smalllingams on it are believed to number a 
crore. An attempt was made to dig up and 'verify 
the truth of the belief, Even after digging to a 
depth of about 8 feet, the bottom could not be 
re3ched and the attempt was given up as futile and 
also owing to certain unhappy incidents in the 
r.milies of those that attempted it. 

, To the left of the Madhavaswamy temple stands 
that Kasiviswanath's temple. The lower half Of 
i't was constructed with stones and. upper half with 
bricks. There is a Sivalingam in the sanctum sanc
torum whi<:b is worshipped by Sadhus. All round 
the temple there are the relics of small buildings 
and idols of Parvathi, Nand i and Adisakthi etr.. 
In a line with the Siualingam within the temple and 
with an inter-spacing of fifteen yards there are four 
more lingams, one of which is housed in a small 
stone building and the other three in 'brick buil
dings. The stone building is also-seen now. These 
nv~( lingams are believed ,to have been' establi
ahed by Dharmaraja during his exile. ' 

The story goes that after spending some days at 
Upaplavyapuram in the guise of Brahmins allowing 
the Kowra va~ to gloat over their imagined success 
in their attempt to burn the Pandava brothers and 
their mother Kunti in a mansion built with the 
easily combustible lac; and after Bhima killing the 
Rakshala "Bakaaura tha.t was playing havoc on the 
inhabitants, Pandavas moved on to Panchala to win 
the hand of Drowpadi. After the swayamvaram~ 
Dharmaraja came to Panigiri and with the newly 
wedded apouse performed a yajna to absolve him .. 
self of the sin of killing Bakasura. In connection 
with that yajna he installed there a Sivalingam 
which goes by the name Dharmalingeswaraswamy. 
Even now the place where the sacrifice was actually 
done is marked as 'Yajnagaruvu' and held in esteem 
and. devotion. The temple of Dharmalingeswara~ 
swamy is very close to Phanigiri and at a higher 
level than Madhavaswamy and Kasivisweswara 
temples. It is surrounded on all sides by a strong 
compound and except on the side of the hill, there 
are entrances in the shape of mantapamJ with six~ 

teen pillars. Within the compound, there are two 
spacious mantapams behind the temple and in front 
of the temple, there is the Kalyanamantapam in 
continuation of the temple. In one corner there is. 
the temple kitchen, with a well~close by. 

Within the sanctum sanctorum, there is an ant
hill in a small room in a front corner. A white 
cobra lives in it for the past several years. It comes' 
out early in the morning, does pradakshinarn to the 
Siv:Jlingam and enters the ant-hill. Similar! y it 
repeats the pradakthinam in the evening. The 
pujaris have witnessed it on several occasions. 
When the door of the sanctum is quitly opened it is 
seen either near the lingam or crawling back into 
the ant-hill, It is white and fine; five feet long. 

This group of three temples popularly known as 
Panchadharla Kshetram has numerous inscriptions, 
on the pillars of the temples and a. centre of att'rac
tion to research scholars, It is no less attrative by 
its exquisite architecture. Some of the pillars are 
special in structure. The base is square, the portion 
over it is in the shape of a lion on each side, and 
next above has on each side a Varaham (Boar) the 
incarnation 'of Lord Vishnu as if lifting the globe to 
save the world; the cresent moon and the sun adorn 
the upper portion and the top forms a lotus, all in 
rocky stone, smooth and soft. Of the three temples, 
Vilvanatha temple appears to be the oldest and is in 
ruins.. Those of Madhavaswamy and Dharmalin~ 
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geswaraswamy ~ mpposed to ha\1e been construc
ted during the dme of' Eastern Cbalukyas as seen 
from ,the inacriptionl and itie ensigns of their dynas
ty on the pillars.' "roin one inscription it has been 
oeCiphered tbat the tc'mple of Dharmalingeswara
swamy was cODatrtlcted by Vishnuvardhana Chola. 

. Chota kittgl who Were the devotees of Lord Siva 
coril'tructed temples of Siva in every village and gave 

,Beveral IDrrd41111l11YtJtns. of land for their mainten. 
ance. The inscnptions also record munificent giftS 
'()f lands to the group of temples by the subsequent 
dynasties of Kings. 

Another version about the past of~the temple of 
Dharmalingeswaraswamy is that it has been cons
tructed an ancient one, belonging to the period of 
Yadava Kings and the Veerabhadra temple at Yella
manchili is credited to have been constructed by 
them. Relics at Yellamanchili,\,rove this. Veera
bhadra is the son of Lord Siva and Yadavas must 
have been great devotees of Lord Siva. Subse
quently Vishnu Vardhana III dethroned the Yadava 
King and ruled their empire in the eighth century 
in the name of Western Chalukyas. They gave ex. 
. tensive rands and Agraharams to this temple, during 
their rule over Yellamanchili and KaIinga during 
the period of 11 th to 15th centuries. Though they 
were the vassals of Kalingagangu, and Gajapathi 
Rajas, they were all powerful. There are several 
inscriptions in Sanskrit and Kannada proving the 
rule of the Eastern Chalukyas over this area. One 
of them recorded that Veeramamba the daughter of 
the Gollawada family of Panchadarapuri was tho 
beloved consort of the Eastern Chalukya ruler 
Nrusimha, in 1428. The village deities Durga
lamma, Nallamaremma and Yemalamma are wor
shipped in temples and Nookalamma and Pasuvula 
Maremma and Pydithallemma have no temples. 

Daily jJuja if!. the Dbarmaffngeswaraswamy 
temple is regular and methodical. It commences 
by waking up the Lord with music and recitation of 
Suprabhatham. The morning and ,night worship are 
performed according to tradition. The concluding 
function of the day is pavalimpuseva and it is very 

impressive. The icons of the Lord and Ammavaru 
are placed in sleeping p:>sition in a cradle and put 
to sleep by singing a lullaby. Then the doors arc 
cloled and locked and the Archakas, the servants of 
thc temple and the devotees that are present stand 
solemnly still and ,the Ar&hda recites a song calling 
on all to maintain perfect silence lest the divine 
couple should be disturbed. He then calls upon the 
Ashtadikpalakas, the pres.iding deities of the eight 
directions, Indra, Agni', Yamuna, Nairuthi, Varuna, 
Vayavya, Kubera and Eunya to keep vigilence 
during the night and then all dispense silently. 

Sri Dhannalingeswaratwamy Kalyanamahothsavam 
is cdebrated for.5 days from Phatgun'J Sllddha Purniina 
(February-March) with bhajans and recitation of 
Vedas. Th'e, celebra tio n is from the inception of the 
temple in 998 A.D. and extends to several places 
around. ,The trustees' are Saivas and Nambi •. 
About 5,000 Hindus from this and the neighbouring· 
villages congregate. The pujaris are Saiva Nambis 
with hereditary rights. 

Durin~ the month, a fair is held near the tem
ple from the beginning with a congregation of 5,000 
people from this and the neighbouring villages 
and towns. E'ltables, utensils, lanterns, mirrors, 
combs, pictures and photos of gods, and toys of va
rious kinds are brought and sold in the fair. Gam
bling, lottery and bhajana afford entertainment to 
the visitors. 

Mahasivaratri festival is celebrated in this 
temple on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi and Amavasya 
(january-February). Devotees perform Abhisekam at 
Lingodhavakalam (moment of manifestation of the 
Lingam). 

During the whole of Kartiktlm (October-Novem
ber), particularly on Mondays of the month, devo
tees visi t the temple and offer plantains and cocoa-

nutS. On these MondilYs theertham forms an impor
tant item. On Purnima J walathoranam is celebrated. 
The Kshetram is busy throughout the year with 

. I . (""_A""') 'Koorige' the extent of land that can "'In Karnata~a. the unit of land in the language of the VII agel'S IS "",'un , '. 
. . . A jl..,r; 6 ) 'Kadisedya'll or a Kruil-Iand In be sown in a day with an averaga pair of buUs and It 15 four acres. (S-u i.V ~o 

• f: h one pair of bulls and that is 40 acres. Rayalaseema means the dry land that can be cultivated by a armer t at owns . Go I h 
Similarly the unit ~rmeasurement of land in that distant. t>eriod must have been GorrelamanJafm (ft edrfe U bmeanCI 'heep 

h I f I d h Id b manured by a flock 0 a x num er a s eep and manyam a unit of measurement) namely t e p ot 0 an t at coo e ., d d' b b 
during a filCcd number of days by Penning thereon, the plot covered previously bclDg a"oade urID, t e .u sequent 
.days. An equivalent usage is in the rllral parts of Mysorc State. / . , 
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·-devotees and particularly marriage parties, as it is 
considered. sacred and convenient for marriages. 

I\Tirunala is celebrated near Radhamadhava
·swa~y temple on Magha Suddha Purnima (January
~February). Devotees from this and from the neigh
bouring villages congregate to bathe in the Dhara 

. (water f<ill) which flows down into the temple. 

A fair is held for a day in connection with this 
-festival before the temple. A few shops are held 
'.selling eatables, glassware, utensils, fancy goods, 
pictures, photos and toys. During fCarti!cam, they 

·offer camphor, plantains and cocol'lnut$ in this tem
ple also. 

Nookalamma Jatara is celebrated on Phalguna 
. Bahula Amavasya (February-March). 

Pasuvula Maremma Panduga is celebrated for 
-the protection -of cattle from diseases in Magha* 
'(the 10th of the 27 Nakshatras into which the year 
is divided) which generally falls in August. 

Friends and relatives are invited and fowls are 
'-offerred to the deity. 

Pydithallamma Panduga is celebrated with a small 
fair held along with it. Sheep, goats and fowl • 
.are offered to the deity. This is on Chaitra Bahula 
Amavasya (March-April). 

Nallamaremma Panduga is celebrated on the 
-Thursday after Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March
April) in Her temple. Sheep, goats and fowls are 

. sacrificed to the deity. There are rural entertain
ments. 

Nallamaremma Theertham is celebrated on the 
fourth day after Sankranti in Pushyamasam (Decem
ber-Jan uary). 

In Garla Dharmavaram hamlet, Pydithallamma 
temple and Rama temple are there. Maheswara 
-and Nalla Maremma images are also worshipped in 
huts. 

Pydithallamma festival is celebrated in Phal-
_gunam (February-March) for 9 days according to 
their convenience. Cocoanuts are offered. Fowls 

-and goats are sacrificed. Animals are sacrificed 
on the last day on a large scale. This is an ancient 
festival. Local people of all communities partici-
pate. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Sri Rama Kalyanothsavam is celebrated for one 
day on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). 
Uthsavam and procession are celebrated during the 
night. BhaJans are performed. This is beillg 
celebrated since the inception of the village. About 
4 to 5 thousand people of this and the neighbouring 
ten villages congregate . 

A few shops are kept with foodstuffs, mirrors, 
combs, clothes etc. Dramas entertain the pilgrims. 
Nallamaremma Panduga] is celebrated in Ashadam 
(June-July). 

SOURCE : 1. Sri Potnuru STikari, Teacher, Samitki Ele. 
mentary School, Panchadarla. 

2. Sri K. Venkafaramana, Teacher, Dharapa
I,m • 

3. Sri K. J. Narasinga Rao, Teacher, Dh4ra
palem. 

4. An article in AndhraPrabha, Telugu Woek{". 

5. Sri Gopala Rao, Gorla Dharmavaram. 

10. Rajakoduru - Situated at a distance of 8 
miles from Yellamanchilli Railway Station and 
town. 

The total population of the village is 1,429 and 
it consists of Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Yata, Jangam, 
Kamsali, Mangali etc. castes; Sched uled Castes 
(88)-Mala, Madiga and Scheduled Tribes (28). 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations . 

Nukalamma temple with the idol of the deity 
in human form is the only place of worship here. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
from Phalguna Bahula Amavasya (February-March). 
Animals are sacrificed on that day. The devotees 
take bath, prepare deliciou s dishes and enjoy the 
festival. This festival is of anc ient origin and is 
of local significance. The residents of the village 
of all communities congregate. Pujari is a Yata of 
Pydipala gotram 

This very same festival is celebrated in the 
village Haripuram (Location Code No. 17). 

SOURCE: Sri Kurada Venkata Raju, Karnam, Raja
!coduru. 

·The farmers term each of tbese Naksbatras a Karthe and are guided by them for different agricultural operations. 



SECTION III 

11. Veduruvada - Situated at a distance of 16 
mile from Achu~hapuram Paqchayat SIJPlithi Office 
lind 9 miles fro~ Yellamanchili and 10 miles from 
Anakapalle Railway StatioJl;-

The total population of the village is 425 and 
it is comprised of Kshatriyas, Yadavas; aDd Schedu
led Castes (69). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture and other traditional occupations. 

. Maradamma temple with the wooden image of 
.the deity is built with palm leaves on the bank of a 
tank called 'Korukondavari Banda' at a furlong 
distance from the village. NukalamIlla temple with 
an ant-hill and built with palm leaves is situated to 
the right of Achuthapuram..,.Panchadarla road, on 
the outski.rts of the. village. 

Maradamma Panduga is celebrated for 3 days 
before Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February). 
The festival arrangements are m'lde 10 days in adva
nce. The village Bariki gets the deity into the village. 
The deity is -lodged in a separate house known as 
csathakam pattu'. The Bariki announces that the 
festival would take place on the follow}ng day. 
Dramas are played on and songs are sung near the 
sathakam pattu' by Harijans throughout the night. 
On the second day, the deity is taken back to the 
temple from the village. Animals are then sacrificed. 
On the third _day, delicious dishes are prepared and 
the festival is enjoyed. Hair i-s offered by the persons 
who took a vow to propitiate the deity. Turmeric, 
bmkum fruits and incense are offered to the deity. , , . 
Sheep, goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. 
In every house oil-bath is taken and fasting and 
jagaram are observed. This is of ancient origin. 
About 1,000 devotees-from this and the neigh
'booring villages belonging to all Hindu communities 
participate. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few shops 
selling eatables, etc. near the 'sathakam pattu' where 
the deity is lodged during the festival in the village. 
About 1,000 persons congregate. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for Phalguno 
Bahula Amavasya (February-March). 

SOURCE: Sri B. Nathaniel, Teacher, Veduruwado, 
Duppithuru (P.O.). 

12 Duppithuru - Situated at a distance of 4 fur
longs from Anakapalle-Pudimadaka road, 10 miles 
from Yellamanchili Railway Station .and II miles 
from Anakapalle Railway Station by bus. 

The total population of the village is 2,378 ancl 
it is comprised of the following Hindu Castes:: 
Brahmin, Vaisya, Padmesale, Kapu, Rajaka... 
Velama, Mangali, Viswabrahmin etc; Scheduled-_ 
Castes (89); Scheduled Tribes (23) Sabaris; and 
Muslims. The chief meam of their livelihood are
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional: 
occu pa tion; . 

Sri Chowdeswara swamy temple with the stone· 
image of the Lord, Chitti Pydithalli temple with 
the idol of the deity made of cement in human 
form, Nukalamma and Paradesamma temples with 
wooden images of the' deities, Sri Bhavanarishi 
temple with a stone Sivalingam, and Sri Rama 
temple with a picture depictng the Kalyanam of' 
the Lord are the places of worship here. 

Sri Chowdeswaraswamy Aradhana is celebrated' 
for a day on Pushya B'lhula Triodasi (December
JilOuary). Cocoanuts, plantains, chalimidi. vadap
appu, dhupa, deepa 'and naivedyam are offered ta
the deity. This festival is of ancient origin and is 
of local significance. The residents of the village-
congregate. Pujari is a Jangam of Markandeya. 
gotram with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few 
shops. selling eatables, utensils, etc. 

Sri Bhavanarishi Aradham on Chaitra Suddha 
Vidiya (March-April), Sri Chittii Pydithalli Amma
vari Panduga for 7 days from Vaisakha Suddha
Panchami to Ekadasi (April-May), Sri Rama Theer
tham on Pushya Bahula Chaturdasi (Decmber
January) and Sri Rama Kalyanam on Chaitra 
Suddha Navami (March-April) are the other fes
tivals celebrated in the villag~. All these are of 
ancient origin. 

Cocoanuts, plantains, chalimidi, vadapappu,_ 
dhupam, dfepam and naivedyam are offered to the 
deities, Bhavanarishi and Sri Rama. Fowls, sheep'· 
and goats are sacrificed to the deities Chi Hi Pyd
ithalli Ammavaru, Nukalamma and Paradesamma. 

Street dramas and Bhagvalhams are the enter., 
tainments on festive occasions. 

SOURCE: Sri Vasanthawada Viswanatham, Village KaT-
nam, D llppithuru. 

13. Chodapalle: Situated by the side of Anaka
palle.Pudimadaka road, at a distance of9 miles from. 
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JAnakapaUe Railway Station, 12 miles from Yella
manchili and 34 miles from Narasapatnam. This 
-village was constructed in the name of the village 
..(Ieity ChodapalJe Ammavaru. 

The total population of the village is 1,771 and 
:it consists of the following Hindu castes: Settibalija, 
-Padmasale etc; and Scheduled Castes (19)-Malas, 
Madigas. The chief means of livelihood of the 

:residents are agri~ulture, agricultural labour and
,other traditional occupations. 

Chodapalle Ammavari temple with the idol of 
'the deity in human form and Rama temple are the 
_'places of worship here. 

Chodapalle Ammavari Uthravam is celebrated 
-for 9 days, commencing from a Tuesday before 
<;haitra Suddha Purnima (March-April). Fowls 
and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. This festival 
_is of ancient origin and is confined to about 10 
neighbouring villages. The Hind u devotees from 

-this and the 10 neighbouring villages congregate 
-without any d lstinction of caste or creed. Pujari is " 
·a Yata (Settibalija) with hereditary rights. Rela
tives are invited to this festival and' dinners are 
~njoyed. The pujari observes jagaram on that day. 

;SoURCE: 1. Sri Amudapu Subba Rao, Janguluru, In
charge Karltam, Duppithuru. 

2. Sri G. ASllrfJadam, Teacher, Panchayat 
Samithi Elementary Schaal, Chodapalle. 

'14. Kondakaria - Situated at a distance of 6 
-miles from Anakapalle Railway Station, 14 miles 
. from Yella"manchili and 40 miles from Narasapatnam. 

The total population of the village is 1,151 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Kshatriya, Kapu, Settibalija, Sale, Golla, 

-Velama, Telukala, Telega, Goundla, Kamsali etc; 
. and Scheduled Castes (209)-Malas, Madigas, Dasa
~ .. is. The chief means of their livelihood are agri
<culture, agricultural labour, weaving and other 
~raditional occupatIons. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Jagadeeswaraswamy 
;and Paradesamma are the places of worship in this 
"village. 

Jagadeeswaraswamy festival is celebrated for a 
-month from December 15th to January 15th in 
. Puskyam (December-January). The Lord is taken 
~in a procession in the village. This festival -is of 

local significance. The residents of the village 
belonging to all Hindu communities congregate: 
Pujari is a Brahm in of Kasyapa gotram with 
hereditary rights • 

In Magham (January-Fabruary) for Sivaratri, 
Bhagavathams, puppet shows and dramas are held. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated on PhalgunfJ 
Bahula Amavasya (February-March). Fowls and 
sheep are sacrificed to the deity. Animals are 
sacrificed to the deity Paradesamma also. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri N. Appala Naidu, S. E. 0., Achuta
puram Panchayat Samithi. 

2. Sri P. Jagadeeswar Rao, Executi7)1 Officer 
(Industries), Achutapuram (Block). 

3. Sri U. S. V. L. Narayana Rao, Health 
Inspector, Pa.'lchayat Samithi. 

4. Sri Andukuri Sanyasi Raju, Karnvm; 
Kondakarla. 

5. Sri Athi Surya Narayana Rao, Teach,,_ 
Ko nd.akarla. 

15. CheeDlalapalle - Situated at a distance of 8 
miles from AnakapaUe Railway Station, 15 miles 
from Yellamanchili and 27 miles from Narasapat
nam. 

. The total population of the village is 1,264 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Kapu, 
Senapathi, Velama, Vadla, Kammara, Chakali, 
Mangali etc; and Scheduled Castes (5)-Mala. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, agri
cultural labour, weaving and other traditional occu
pations. 

The temples of Parupilliamma with the image 
of the deity in zoomorphic form, Durgalamma and 
Rama with images in human form are the places of 
worship in the village . 

Parupillamma festival is celebrated for 8 days 
Chait ram in (March -April). This festival is of 
ancient origin and of local significance. The 
Hindu residents of the village of all communities 
congregate. There is no pujari. Bhagavathams 
are held. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri M. Rangaiah, Karnam, Cheemala· 
palle. 

2. Sri P. L. Narayana, Sing'" Tea,,", • 
Cheemalapalle 
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16. Maduthuru - Situated at a distance of Ii 
miles from the Visakhapatnam-Yellamanchili motor 
~dt 3 miles to the south of Kondakarla, 10 mile. 
to tbe east of Yellamanchili and 11 miles from 
Anakapalle Railway Station. 

:,be total population of the village il ) ,933 and 
it eOl)Si.Sts of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Vaieya,' Kapu, Scttibatija, Padmasale, Kamsali, 
~li. Chakali. Vata, Thelukula, Gavara, 
'.Pant; Scheduled Castes (1 75)-Mala, Madiga; 
Idld.· aJrieulture, agricultural labour and other 
traditionaloceupations. 

.. The :temples of Sri Chodeswaraswamy with the 
Stolle Sival,ngam of the Lord, Sri Rama with a 
piclUrc of the Lord and with the earthen images of 
Sri Rama, Lakshamana, Sita and Anjaneya, each Ii 
feet high, Paradesamma with an ant-hill, Nukal
amma with the four feet high stone image _in female 
form, Maridamma, Pasuvula Maremma and Gunal
amma are the places of worship~ Kasanna temple 
with a small fort is another place. 

Sri €hodeswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele
brated for 5 days from Jaishta Suddha Ekadasi to 
Purnima (May-June). This ancient festival is of 
Jocal significance •. Local Hindus congregate, with
out any distinction of caste or creed. Pujari 1S Sri 
Alavarapu Joga Rao, a Brahmin with hereditary 
rights. 

A fair is held in this connection for 2 days near 
the temple with a few shops selling eatables, utensils, 
etc. 

Jwalathoranam festival is also celebrated to 
the deity, Sri Chodeswaraswamy on Karthika Suddha 
Purnima (October-November). Abhishekams and pujas 
are performed to Lord Siva on Maha Sivaralri. 
The Lord is taken in a procession in the night. 

Swings, lotteries, gambling and dramas provide 
entertainment to the visitors during the festivals. 

Gramadevalha Aradhana is celebrated for 15 days 
in Magham (January-February) to the deities Chin
talamma, Paradesamma and Koththamma, Pujas 
are performed to the deities and upaharams and 
naivedyams are offered. Fowls, goats and sheep are 
sacrificed to the deities. Garagalu (Ghatams) are 
d~corated and are taken in a procession. Relatives 
are invited and dinners are enjoyed. This festival 
is of ancient origin confined to some neighbouring 
villages also. The followers are Kapus and Malas. 

This festival is celebrated under the supervision of' 
Sri Mothuru Appala Naidu, a Kapu. About 2,000' 
devotees from this and the neighbouring villages 
congregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few 
shops selling eatables, utensils, etc. 

Nukalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days in 
Magham (January-February). According to the 
traditional observance of the festival, a Harijan 
observes fast during the day. In the evening, one 
young sheep is brought and the intestines are taken 
out of its body through a cut at the navel made by a 
Harijan. Then, the Harijan wearing the intestines 
around his neck, and accompanied by the young 
sheep, is [taken in a procession followed by the 
villagers armed with spears. The welfare and the· 
prosperity of the village of that year are estimated 
by the distance walked by the poor animal before it 
is put to death. They return to the temple and enjoy 
with the display of fireworks and crackers. Some 
devotees observejagaram and fasting. 

Kasannnakota Thtertham is celebrated on 20th 
January, in commemoration of Sri Kasanna, for the 
past 54 years. 

Maridamma Jatara is celebrated in the month of 
Sravanam (July-August). 

SOURCE: 1. Sri K. Madava Mohana Rao, Village 
Level Worker, Maduthu,u. 

2. Sri Vasanthawad~ Venkata Sanyasi Raju, 
Village Karnam, Maduthuru. 

3. Sri S. Suryanarayana, Teacher, Madu
thuru. 

17. Iruvada-Situated at a distance of 2 furlongs 
from Panchadarla-Gajuvaka Road, about 7 miles. 
from AnakapaJle and 121 miles from Yellamanchili. 

The total popUlation of the village is 846 and it 
is made up of the following Hind'l Castes : Kshat
riya, Vaisya, Nagara, Settibalija, Chakali, Pad
masale; and Scheduled Castes (76) - Mala, Madiga. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

Sri Rama temple built with palm leaves is the 
only place of worship. Wooden images of Mari
damma and Durgalamma made with neem wood are· 
also worshipped. 
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Durgalammit.· P.tidaga is celebrated for a days 
rrom 'Chailra BaWd Tadiya to Dasami (March-April). 
Animals are sacrificed to the deity. This is an 
ancient fe.rival confined to the village. Local people 
of all Hindu communities congregate. 

Maridamma festival is celebrated for 8 daya 
from Chaitra Suddha Vidiya (March~April). 

Fasting and jagaram are observed on festived 
occasi.ons. 

SOURCE: Sri V. Sat yana rayana , Village MunsijJ, I,uTJada. 

18. Nadimpalle-Situated at a distanceofJO miles 
from Anakapalle Railway Station and 12 miles from 
Yellamanchili. 

The total population.of the village is 164 and it 
consists .of the folIowmg Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya and Settibalija. The cheif means .of their 
livelih.o.od are agriculture and .other traditi.onal 
occupati.ons. 

The temples .of N ukalamma and Pydithalli, 
with the images of the deities in human form are the 
places .of w.orship. Durgalamma and Mamidivada 
Pydithallamma represented by an ant-hill and a stone 
respectively are also w.orshipped. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for 15 days in 
Chaitram (March-April). Fowls, sheep and:goats are 

. sacrificed to the deity. Non-vegetarian feasts are 
.tmjoyed. This ancient festival is .of I.ocal signifi
cance. All the villagers congregate irrespective of 
caste or creed. 

Pydithalli festival for 9 days in Chaitram (March
April) and Durgalamma festival f.or 3 days in Ma
gham (January-February) are als.o celebrated. 

SOURCE: Sri Veluuarthi Venkata Sundara Rao, Karnam, 
Dupperla. 

D. Tantadi-Situated at a distance of 10 miles from 
Yellamanchili and 16 miles fr.om Anakapalle Rail
way Station. There is only steam-launch approach 
to the village. 

The total population of the village is 1,425 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Velama, Agnikulakshatriya, Settibalija, 
ltummari, Mangali, Vadabalija, Kamsali, 'TheIu
k~la; Scheduled Ca:stes {24)-Mala, Madiga; and 
MU$Htn. The chief means'(~f their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural lab(;ntr an4. other tradi
tional occnpation •. 

The temples of Sri Rama. Krishna with the 
image of Krishna as a b.oy seated .on the lap of Hi. 
mother Yasoda. and Pydithalli, Durgalamrna and 
Polamma with ant-hills are the places of. wQnhip 
here. 

Durgalamma Panduga is celebrat~ f.or 9 'days 
from Phalguna Suddha, Saptami (February-March). 
This festival is celebrated only during' the nights 
near 'SathakamparftJ' a hut where 'the deity is 
worshipped for the occasion. Fowls, sheep and 
g.oats are sacrificed on the evening ot Anupu on 
Phalguna Suddha Purnima, the last day of the festival. 
This festival is .of ancient origin and of local signi
ficance. People of all Hindu communities congre
gate. Pujari is Smtc Doddi Pydamma of Settibalija. 
caste. 

A fair is held in this connecti.on near 'Satha
k:ampattu', with I.ocal c.ongregation and a few shops. 
are put up for selling eatables, utensils, etc. 

Pydithallamma Panduga for 11 days from the 
1st Saturday after Ckaitra Suddha Padyami (March
April) and P.olamma Panduga f.or 10 days from 
Vaisakha Suddha Vidiya to Ekadasi (April-May) are 
also celebrated in a similar manner. . . 

Sri Rama Tktertham is celebrated for a day on 
Pushya Suddha Vitliya (December-January) in Rama 
temple. 

Sri Krishna Theertham is celebrated for a day on 
Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January-February) in Krishna 
temple. A fair is being held near the trmple of 
Sri Krishna f.or the past ab.out 50 years. 

SOURCE: Sri Thammiraju Lakshminarasimham, Viuagl, 
Karnam. 

20. Pudimadaka-Situated at a di.stance .of 6 
miles from Anakapalle Railway Station. 

The total populati.on of the village is '3,7r9 ailel' 
it c.onsists of many Hindu castes and Scheduled 
castes (140). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi..., 
tional .occupatione. 

Jagannadhaswamy temple of this viIJage is a 
very famous one. The stone idols of Jagannadha
Jwamy, Subhadra, Balabhadra in the sanctum 
sanctorum of the main temple and Venugopala
swamy, Rukmini and Satyabhama stone id01s of 
5 feet height in the adjacent temple and Andal
amma stone idol in the adjacent temple are there. 

Sri Krishna festival is celebrated for 3 -days in 
Magham (January-February). It is a widely known 
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and religious feStival. About 10,000 Hindu devo
tiei local and from the neighbouring villages con. 
gregate. Pujari is Sri, P. Jagannadhachilfyulu, a 
Vailhnavite Brahmin. --

SOUltCR: 1. Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
Superinte~dent of Police; Visakhapatnam. 

2. Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

21. MO~lIrllpalem......:..Situated at a distance of 12! 
miles from Yellamanchili and 13 mil~s from Anaka
palle Rail way Station. 

The total population of the village is 777 and 
itconsists of the following Hindu Castes: Kapu, 
Velama, Jangam, Vata, Chakali, Mangali, Kam-· 
sali; and Scheduled Castes (218) -Mala, Madiga. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other' traditional occupa • . \ tlOns. \ 

Only Rama's temple is there in the village. 
Ramayamma Perantalu a family deity is worshipped 
in the form of a 'Tulasi Kota'. There are also 'Gun
dalu' in the name of this deity. 

Ramayamma Perantalu Uthsavam is celedrated for 
a day in Pushyam (December-January) usually on 
18th January. Fowls and cocoanuts are offered to 
the deity. This is a 30 years old festival confined 
to some neighbouring villages also. I The chief 
patron is. Sri Pragada Kondaiah, a Ka 1. About 
500 Hindu devotees of this and the neighbouring 
villages congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. There is no pujari. Prasadam is distribu
ted to all. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few 
shops selling eatables, utemils, etc., near the 
'Tulasikota' where the deity is worshipped. Thi.~ 
is being held for the pJst 30 years. About 500 per
Ions -local and from the neighbouring villages 
participate. 

SOURCE: Sri S. Rama Rao, Single Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary School, Kolluvari Kompallz. 

'-

12. Maruturu-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Atchutapuram . by footpath and 8 miles from 
Yellamanchi Ii. 

The total population of the Village is 64-2 and it 
is made up of the following Hindus Clstes : Brah
lJlin, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Sudra, Viswabrahmin. 
Senapati, Yata; and: Scheduled Castes (78)-Adi 

. , . 

Andhfas. The chief means of their livdihood 
are ~riCulture, _agricultural labour. employment 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temples orthe village deities Nukalamma. 
Dura~alamma, Bandemma, Pasala Maremma and 
Rama are the places of worship. 

Nukalamma and Duragalamma festivals are 
- celebrated in Chaitram· (March-April) and Bande~ 

mma and Pasala Maremma feltivaIs are celebrated 
in Asvijam (Septemher.October). Fowls and 
goats and. sheep are' sacrificed and cocoanuts are 
offered. Tbe festivals are of ancient origin and 
confined to a few neighbouring villages. The 
followers are Adi Andhras. The devotees of this and 
the neighbouring villages congregate without any 
distinction of caste or creed. Pujaris are Adi Andhras 
and Adi Dravidas. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

A small fair is held for 9 days near their tem
ples. 

SOURCE: Sri Dasamanthu Rao Suryanarayana Murthy, 
Teacher, Maruturu, Duppithurru (Post). 

23. Sitapalem-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station, 3 miles 
from Nakkapalle village on the Trunk Road and 
15 miles from Yellamanchili. This village was 
constructed in the site provided by Sri Sitabharani 
Vidwan, Zamindar Saheb and hence it was named 
'Sitapalem' . 

The tota:! popUlation of the village is 105 l!ond it 
consists of Brahmins, Kshatr:iya·s, Yadavas, KapuI, 
Chakalis and Vatu. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture and other traditional 
occupations. 

Rama temple in the centre of the village and 
Nukalamma temple with the images of ihe deity 
Nukalamma at a distance of one furlong from the 
village are the places of worship. The wooden 
images of the deity Gudupamma are also worship,. 
ped under a tree. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebr3.ted for 15 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Purnima to Amavasya (FebruarY4 
March). Fowls anlli goats are sacrificed to the 
dei ty. Jagaram on Chattirdasi and fa·sting on Ama
vasya are observed. This festival is of ancient origin 
and of local significance. Patrons are the villagers. 
The residents of the. village belonging to all com
munities congregate. Pujari is a Chakali. Prasadatll 
is distributed to all. So,me devotees take sea.-bath 
on Magha Suddha Purnima (january-F.ebruary). 
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" Gudupamma Panduga is celebrated for a day in 
Yaisakham (April-May). Fowls and goats are sacrifi
~ed to the deity. 

A Theertham is celebrated on January 18th of 
every year for the past 19 years, in the centre of the 
village. About 500 persons of the local and nearby 
villages congregate. A few shops are put up. 

Bhajans and dramas afford entertainment to the 
visitors. There is a Dramatic Association in the 
village. Sri Ganga Ramaiah, Village Karnam is 
the leader of the Dramatic Associatio~. Approxi
mately I ,000 persons attend the drama. 

SOURCE; Sri Koppasetti Athanna, Teacher, Sitapalem, 
Nakkapalle (Post.) 

14. Rambille-Situated at a distance of 13 miles 
from Yellamanchili Railway Station and 39 miles 
from Narasapatnam. Visakhapatnam - Paravada 
Road and Anakapalle-P'ldimadaka Road via Lalam 
Koduru are the nearest bus routes. At a distance 
'of half a mile to the south-east of this vilhge, near 
the sea-shore, there is a hill known as Ramakonda 
where Sri Rama lived for some time. along with 
Sita Devi during his exile. Since the village is at 
the foot of the hill, it was called Ramapalle which 
if corrupted into Rambille. 

The totalpopulation of the village is 5,371 and 
itco..i!Jti of ltIbatriyalt Kapus, Sale., Vadabali
jae; and Scheduled Castes (193)-Malas, Madigas. 
The chiefmuns of their livelihood are agriculture, 
a~ricultural labour, trade.. weaving, fishing and 
other traditional occupations. 

,Pydamma temple with the image in human 
form built on a metta (an eIavated ground) and Nukal
amma temple are the places of worship. The deity 
Marinamma is worshipped in the form of a neem 
tree. 

Pydamma Panduga is celebrated for 8 days in 
Vaisakham (April-May). For the first seven days 
'there are usual pujas and offerings. On the 8th day, 
· the deity is worshipped with great enthusiasm and 
· devotion by all the ,villagers as it is the last da v. 
After worshipping Her with turmeric, kumkum and 

· Bowers, fruits, cocoanuts and sarees are offered. A 
ghatam repr~senting the deity is taken in a procession 

'3 and lodged in the temple afterwards. ' Then a goat 
:known as 'patia pothu' is sacrificed to the deity. 
'Fowls and goats are sacrificed by the people who 
took vows. Blzajans and dances are arranged 

throughout the day in the temple. The housewives 
take bath, prepare various kinds of sweets and' offer 
them as naivedyam to the deity Pydamma. Relatives 
are· invited and dinners are enjo-yed in all the 
houses. This festival is of ancient origin and of 
local significance. The festival i. celebrated under 
the supervision of an influential person in the village. 
The residents of the village congregate without any 
distinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Settibalija 
with hereditary rights. Prasad am is distributed to 
all who are present at ,the temple during the festival. 

A Jatara is held on Magha Suddha Purnima, near 
the sea-shore at a distance of half a mile from the 
village in an area of half a square mile. About 
2,000 dovotees of this and the villages within a radi
ous of 10 miles congregate. All of them take sea
bath. Some Brahmins perform 'tarpanas' to their 
ancestors (mostly to parents) by chanting mantraL A 
few shops sell sweets and eatables. . , 

Nukalamma and Marinamma festivals in Vaisa
kham (April-May), Durgalamma Panduga in Jaishtam 
(May-June), Sri Bhavanarushi Uthsavam on Chait,a 
Suddha Padyami (March-April) along with a Jataro 
held on the same day are the other festivals of the 
village. 

Worship of Surya (the Sun-God) and Surya 
namaskarams are often performed by the villagers. 
SurJaradhana is celebrated on Ratha Sapthamt in 
Magham (January-February). 'Chakkara pongali' (a 
sweet preparation with rice, bengal-gram and jag
gery) is the special offering to the Sun-God. 

SOURCE: Sri Sagiraju Subba Raju, Teacher, Samith~ 
Elementary School, Rambille. 

25. Velchuru - Situated on the Yellamanchili. 
Visakhapatam Road at a distance of 3 miles from 
Yellamanchili by boat and 8 miles from Yellaman .. 
chili Railway Station. : 

The total population of the village is 717 and it 
consists of Brahmins, Kapus, Velamas, Pallis, The
lukulas, Viswabrahmins, Mangalis, Yatas; Schedul:' 
ed Castes (199).Chachatis, Malas, Madigas and Sc
heduled Tribes (19). The chief means of their liveli
hood are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Nagalingaswamy temple and Nukalamma tem. 
pIe withflIer image in human form are the places of 
worship in the village. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for 9 days 
from PhalguRa Bahula Sapthami to AmavasJ4 (Feb:' 
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ru.;n.,y-March). The 9 days of the festival are 
(;aUcd ~Na'DllrfllhnJlu' and usuallUjas are performed. 
Vows are fulfilled~ Fruits arc offered. Fowls, goat. 
and sheep are sacrificed-on th~ last day forming 
the main part of the festival. Taking bath, clean
ing the bouie, preparing IIweeli and enjoying them 
arc the domestic observance.. This iii of ancient 
origin and of local significance. The patrons are 
Harijans .. The Hindu residents of the village con
gregate. ; 

Sri Nagalinga Swamy 'Kal.1anam' is celebrated 
ever.y year. 

A weekly shandy takes place on Sundays. About 
1,500 people belongingto this and the neighbouring 
villages within 7 miles attend this shandy to make 
purchasel.of household goods and to sell their sur
plus agricultural produce, milk, etc. About 200 
shops and some pedlars constitute the shandy. 

SOUROE: Sri Kattimpudi Petar, T,Mher, Velchur, Ped4 
Kala~alapalle (Post). 

,26. Rajala-Situated at a distance of 6 miles from 
:Yellamanchili Railway Station and town. 

The total population of the village is 518 and it 
consists of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kshatriyas, I{apus,' 
Kamsali, G.hakali and Mangali; and Scheduled 
,Castes (175) - Mala, Madiga. The chief meanl 
of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, trade and other traditional occupations. 

. Sri .¥allikarjunaswamy temple built by late 
Sri B~hu B~lendra Vishnu Vardhana Chakravarthi, 
a Kshtriya of Kalavapalle village of this taluk about 
110 years age; Sri j:lDardhanaswamy temple buih 
by Late Sri Thota Chellaiah Naidu, a Kapu of thi~ 
~vi1lage about 110 years back and Nalla Maremma 
temple built with palm leaves are the places of wor
ship. 

Sri Mallikarjunaswamy festiv.ll is celebrated 
for 3 days during Maha Sivaratri in Magham(Janu
ary-February}. Special p'ujal and offerings are 
made in addition .to the daily pujas - dhupa, deepa 
).I.nd naivet/y,amr. Fasting and jagaram are observed 
by all. This is a hundred and ten year old festival 
confined to a few nei"hbouring vi.llage~. Seven 
acres and 3) centS of land WclS given for the daily 
)nijas and Uthsavams. The temple trustee. Sd Nagu
'manthri Narappa looks after the arrangements. 
About 1,000 devotees of all communities congregate. 
I''fiari ~~ _a jangatn of KalavalapaUe village. Prasa-. 
_ is ~\lt .. ibuted to aU. 

A fa:ito if .,hfld· i41 tbit cOila ect iOIl with; a few 
,hop' 'for 3 "Ul~ar the temple. 

Sri jant\NhanaswalllY Uthsavam is celebrated 
for 5 dayl f~ ~Ida Suddha Ekadasi to PurnimlJl 
(May-June) with apecial pujas and offerings made 
to the Lord. Toward,. the expenses of the uthsav{l11l 
and daily pujas, 12 aerea of land is given a8 inanyam. 
Sri Thota Appala N-.idu is the temple trustee. 
About 1,000 devotees Qf all communities from the 
neighbouring village~ ~ .. gregate. Pujari is Sri 
Bhogapuram LakshmiNarasimha Chari, a Sri Vai
Ihnava of Koundinyasa golram. Prasadam is distri~ 
buted to all. There is a special band troupe for the 
temple. 

A fair with a few shops is held for 5 days near 
the temple. 

Nalla Maremma Uthsavam is celebrated for 5 
days froJ;ll Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (April
May). Deeparadhana is performed and animals are 
sa.crificed. This festival is being eel ehrated for the 
past 110 years and is confined to this village and the 
neighbouring Kummarapalle village. Over 1,000 
devotees of this and local from Kummarapalle 
village congregate. All communities participate. 
There is no pujari. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair with a few shops is held in this connec
tion for 5 days near the temple. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Bhaskar Rao, '{eacher, Kummarapallt, 
Dtmila (Post) . 

27. Y ellamanchili-The Tal uk headquarters town 
is situated on the trunk road. It is a Railway 
Station on the Madras-Waltair line, situated at a 
distance of 15 miles from Anakapalle, 25 miles from 
Tuni, 36 miles from Visakhapatnam and 40 miles 
from Narasapatnam. This village was . named 
Yellmanchili, in commemoration of Yada va kingS 
who reigned this region, There is a fort on the 
'Veerabhadra Swamy Konda'. Katamardju also is 
said to have ruled over this place. . 

Tbe total population of the town is 13,556 and 
it is made up of the following Hindu Castes: Brah
min. Vaisya, Kshatriya, Gavara, Padmasalc; 
VadJa, Kamsali, Chak~li. Mangali; Kummarl, 
Kapu, Settibalija, Tilaga, Msdari, Kammara 
and Yataj Scheduled Castes (879) ... Mala, Madi
ga, Chacbati, Christian and Muslim. The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agri~ultu. 
rallabour, trade. eQl.llloy_cnt and other traditional 
occupation •• 
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, The, t,«:mples of Sri Yeerabhadraswamy, Sri 
Venugoea1a Swamy. Sri Ramalingeswara Swamy 
'with the image of the Lord in the form of a stone 
.:$iVClwI(l18. Sri Sita Ramaswamy with the idol of 
the deity in human form, Nukalamma with Her 
. wooden image in female form and Ramchan dramma 
-,"ea~ the hill with a beautiful earthen image of the 
. .deity, Durgalamma and Nallamaremma are there in 
the village. The idol of the deity Ramachandram
rna i$ of 9 feet height, with four hands in sitting 

"posture in human form. There are also mosques 
.and churches. 

Ramachandramma festival though celebrated 
-once in two years is a very widely kriown festival. 
People from almost all parts of this taluk and a few 
thousands of people from other parts of Visakha
patnam district and the neighbouring districts or 
Srikakulam' and East Godavari congregate. Friends 

.and relatives are invited for the festival. The le
,gend about the deity and the faith of the devotees 
in the bestowing of benefits by the deity are attrac-
tions enough to draw a huge crowd. But the fact 

-that the deity invariably manifests Herself in the 
form 9£ lightning during the festival is a special 
attraction. The legend is that Ramayamma and 
<:handramma were sisters who were very greatly 
attached to their father. He was the solitary solace 

-for these motherless children. Begging was the only 
'.aurc:e through which h~ maintained them. One 
-day the father that had gone to a neighbouring 
:ViH~ge for begging, did not return home till late in 
the after-noon. The anxious children waited for 
him outside the village only to receive tile heart

'breaking news that their father was no more. The 
innocent and resourceless ~irls impulsively fell into 
'the nearby well. . That well is still there in the 
'vill3ge. They together manifested themsel ves in an 
-"nt-hill as Ramachandramma and revealed the 
,matter to several elders of the village in their 
'\-4re~~s. The united efforts of these elders resulted 
'in th~ con~truction, of a temple while some landlords 
donated land; liberal contributions were collected 
for the biennial festival. The celebration is practi-

-cally for a month in Vaisakham (April-May), though 
tbe first and the last day are very important. It is 

-on the first day that a huge crowd from far and near 
approach the temple with music and wait in front 

. of the temple to' witness the deity manifesting 
herself in the form of lightning. Her drmda.ktwt 

-(a composition in Tel1,lgu of a special metre 
,-praiSing and invoki~g Her) is read aloud by one 
;iIlat fasts thp whole da¥. It is ~lieve4 that ~ light.
lIling is seen by one and all on the top of the bill. 

The nest lightning is seen a little behind tlle tem
ple and the third is in the sanctum sanctorum .. On 
verification, some assert that after the: second light
ning, the third one appears to be actually entering 
the sanctum sanctorum. Only a few officers and 
police on duty can witness this last one. But the 
brilliance inside the sanctum sanctorum is witnes
sed by all. Devotees visit the temple during this 
month and fulfil the vows according to their con
venience. The send-off function takes place on the 
last day when several heads of animal,S are sacrifi
ced. The deity is taken in procession through all 
the important streets of the town for over 6 hours 
with music and fireworks and is brought back to the 
temple. This ancient festival attracts 30 to 40 thou
sand devotees (mostly Hindus) on the first day-fr-om 
this district and the neighbouring districts. The 
village headman and a committee conduct the 
festival. Some Christian!! and a few Muslims too 
take part in the festival. Pujari is a Kapu. Prasad am 
is distributed to all. In addition to the District 
Board Choultry special pandals are erected in front 
of the temple, for the convenience ofv!sitors. The 
hotels accommodate a few hundreds of people. ,The 
poorer section takes shelter under the rocka and 
trees on the hill. 

A fair is held in this connection in the vicinity 
of the temple, approximately in an area of 20 aC'res. 
30 to 40 thousand persons gather. Eatables, uten
sils, lanterns, torchlights, mirrors and' combs, 
Unani medicines, pictures (mostly of Gods) mill 
doth, handloom cloth, ready-made clothes, agri
cultural implements and torchlights are sold' in 
the fair. 

Whirling wheels and dramas provide enter
tainment to the visitors. There are four drama 
troupes in the village, of which one is worth men
tioni.ng. One of the organizers is Sri Munjeti 
Radha Krishna. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for a day 
under the supervision of the elders of the village on 
Phalguna Baitu.a Amavasya (February-March). Goats, 
fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. This 

. festival is of ancient origin and the local people 
"congregate irrespective of caste or creed • 

Veeru Naidu Uthsavam is celebrated for a day 
on Chailra Suddha Padyami (March-April), in com
memoration ofVeeru Naidu, a greafpious; truthful 
and ri~h.teous politic~. He I¢rved ail Panchayat 
President. A ci-nem!l theatre is built in his name. 
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This festival is being held for the past 18 years. 
AI Sri Naidu belonged t,9 Gavara community, this 

'festival is mostly celebrated by Gavaras of the 
place. In connection with this festival, food and 
clothes are distributed to the poor by his sons. 

Gowri Pa rameswari Uthsavam is celebrated for 
a day on Karthika Suddha Purnima (October.Novem
ber) ~ccording to the convenience of the villagers. 
Arrangements are made 15 days in advance. The 
deities Gowri and Parvathi, are seated on Nandi
·pahanam and taken in a procession. Fruifs, flowers, 
cocoanuts, turmeric and kumktlTTl are offered. Many 
devotees engage the~selves in bnajana, Kolatams and 
in fancy dresses like Koya Veshq,mulu, Bandta Veshamulu, 
Ptlli Veshamulu. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy Kalyanam is cele
brated for 9 days from Mfl/tha Suddha Purnima 
(J~nuary-February). This is a 3~ years old festival 
of local significance. Sri Pottumuthu Satyanara
yana and Sri Appilla Veerabhadram are the pat
rons. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Brah
min. 

Sri Sita Ramaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated for 
9 days from Ckaitra Suddka1 Navami (March-April). 
This is a 48 years old festival confined to the village. 
,Local Hindus congregate. Prasadam is distributed 
to all. Every night. there are bhajans. Brahmins 
chant Vedas. Taking bath, puja to Sri Rama and 
fasting are tbe domestic observances. On Magka 
Suddha Purnima (January-February) the devotees 
take oil bath. 

A Jatara is held near Nalla Maremma temple, 
.every year commencing a wet'k after Ckaitra Suddha 
Padyami. (March-April). It is believed that the 
.ant-hill in the temple is inhabited by a great cobra. 
This is being held for the past 28 years. Thousands 
of persons from this and the neighbouring villages 
congregate. Various kinds of eatables, utsensils, 
lanterns, niirrors and combs, pictures and cloth, 
agricultural implements, fowls, sheep, articles made 

. of bamboo, paper, earth. cocoanut and lac are 
,bought and sold. There are choultries. 

Durgalamma festival is another festival cele
. brated in Sravanar_n (July.August). 

:SOURCE: 1. Smt. R. Vrathamma, Tea,her, Zilla Pori
shU Elementary School, rellamanchili. 

2. SrI G. Sa tyanarayana , T,acMr, . Pari
shad Elementary School, rellamanchili. 

3. Sri M. f'enlcata Swamy, Assistant Teacher,. 
Parishad Elementary School, 'f'eltamanchili~ 

4. Sri Ch. &khor Rao, Village Level Worker;. 
r,tlamanchili. 

5. Sri B. Kattnoion, Assistant Teacher, Zilla.: 
Parishad ElItMntary School, 'f'tllamanchili •. 

6. Sri M. Ja,lltlnadAa Rao, Assistant Teacher,. 
Zilla Parishad Elementary School, rella-
manchili. ,. 

7. Sri Appala NorasimM Rao, T,ocher._ 
Kothap'ta of Yellamancnili. 

8. Sri P. Appa Raa, Executiv, Officer, Pancho.,.
yat, 'f'ellamanchili. 

9. Sri p~ Subrahmanyam Sastry. Assistan' Li-
brarian, Branch Library, rellamanchiii. 

10. Sri V. Prakasam. Assistant Teach,r, Court; 
Peons' P,ta, 'Iellamanchili. 

11. Sri N. Somelwar Roo, Teacher,' Special" 
Zilla Parishad Elementary School, Yello-
manchili. 

12. SriDadhi RaoSuryanarayana, Headmaster, 
Special Zilla Parishad Elementary School" 
Court Peons' Peta, rellamanchili. 

13. Sri Darst Appala iNaidu. Teacher, Special" 
Zilia PariJhad Elementary School" Court· 
Peons' Peta, 'f'ellamanchili. ' 

28. Kokkirapalle-Situated at a distance of 6. 
furlongs from G. N. T. Road, 3 miles from Yella-
manchili town and Railway Station and 36 miles. . 
from Narasapatnam. As Kokkirajulu ruled over 
this region, this village goes by the name Kokkira-· 
palle. 

The total population of the village is 3,403 and. 
it consists of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kapus, Chakalis, 
Mangalis, Yatu, Gollas, Sales, Viswabrahmins; and 
Scheduled Castes (173)-Mal~, Madiga. The chiel 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul. 
turallabour, trade, weaving and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Siva with a Sivalin-· 
gam, Nukalamma, Maridam~a and Chinni Pola. 
mma with the images of the deities in human form, 
are the pI aceS of wotship. NaIla' Maremma is altib. 
worshipped in the Corm of ail ant-hill under a neem. 
1ree. . , .! . :", 
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. ~ Th.e village deiti~s are ~even, listers, the eldest 
l>Ctug Peddappathalh. Thls detty had a tem I • 

'I' 'h b P e In the VI ,age m t cpa~t ut now there is no t • 
d ' k' empJe. 

. Some woo en images cpt m the shade of a tr 
h· d A Ih b ' ,ee are wWl lppe. U SIW«m was emg celebriilt d " . 'h e lor 

fifteen days III t e past near Her temple. Gha 
d 'd' tams .an fl.aragas were carrIe 10 a procession . In the 

''\Image every day and are brought back t h 
h ~f hot e temple on t e h teent day which WIU t b 

h Ot a 
Thursday. All t e people were made to W ' au at a 
di~tance oJ 150 yards from. the temple to 
' ., f b d' ~ee the 

lightlOmg 0 t f' eIty three ti mes, onCe wh 
. ' H en sbe 

'cgoes out to lflvlte er seven sisters to a fi • 
east, the 

.1>econd when She goes to take a ]).lth "'nd tb 
f e last 

wben She returns rom bel' ba.th. Tbi5 Was w't 
. I ncsaed 

by Sn KoHuru Narayana Rao. on~ of the e 
Ilumera. 

'totS, and he was prevented hI' the Village heads when 
he ventured to go IlCar the tree. The patto f' 

n . ns 0 till. 
festi ... .a! "fete ,..ra~m.~111 with the IQrname G 
raJU:: Attet ~ "li~ ~.( tll~fa~ilY'; th:~:: 
... ",at coaductc4 {ot tWo ,ears only. But ' 
._ ' . .1.& 't',J.~_ • SInce 
"~'~'.""'" 1Jl.'..._.. ... 18 ftoppeq completeh •• 
'...., . 1 

i:,' 'rbe youngest of the scvcd lIi~ters is Oh' . 
~.. "h' . I tnm .i.cola.mma W 0 LS a so called as Chinnapatb I' 
This deity used to eat chaldiannamu (stale t a h. 
'which was left after all her sisters ate as 8h ood) 

. f I I "1 . . e Was ,the youngest 0 a , lV andamma eliidtntl 
. h d . .' Y ODe of 

·'the slster., a a cradle. Chmnipolamma h" 
. , k T " ' as S e IS .a Chlld, too a ,ane), lor the cradle and 

. '. rl!quested 
Mandamma to give her the cradle. But M . 

h · U d aod. amma w a IS an gra evatha, emittin h 
d' ' t d Ch' . g eat ra latlons, wan e mrnpolamma's ch~ldi 

Sh I d ' a,~rtamu 
in return or e wou not give the cradle Ch' . 

h 'i' 'InOl-polamma gave up er C'Ia d2am1(lmu for th~ cf"dl 
e. 

Once a group of the villaO'ers of Kokk' 
, . ~ ~~~ 

were returning t() their villaO'e from a 
. "n~arby 

village, h~\'mg gone there on thelr work As ' . . . n1ght 
fell, .they slept on their way. Chinni 1 

, L ~ po amma 
,deity assumed t ... e lorm of a woman, woke thern 
reveaJed Herself and asked them to take h !~ 

d h' er to thelf 
village an wors Ip her. Then She turn d . 

• • L' I e lOto a ·.stone ,m~ge In Ielna e fo.rm-. The viUag 
, h' h ers took the UMge on,t Clf S oulden and wondA · d 

.~. " .' " ~re to find 
;.the unage to be hght. They C8.frled it 'W'th h 

d h h 'I' . . , I t em lln w en t e VI ,ag-e 15 :WI~hlll a reach of 4 fl' 
h ' Ur Ollg. 

. Jl)me o.f t em went anead to bring a b 
. . h 't th ..... · . and of 

mUSiCians so t a e ':"i~lty IS taken into the '11 
. d' Tb VI age .wIth 'acre, m"_SlC. e rest of the peopl I ~ 

, h h e paced ,the Image on t e eart an~ rested themsel 
, . .... Vts, But 

',when the band a~nved, they failed to m ' . , . . ave th 
~mage from there. ,On praying the deit h e 
lJeard H;er . desire of havinG" a templt on tb

Y
' t ey 

, ". ' e lalDe 

spot. Even now the image is there and a.temp~ 
was built around the image. 

Cbinnipolarnma Urhsauam is celebrated for fifteen 
day8 in Vaistikham (April-May) according to the con
venience of the villagers. The villagers go to the 
tempJ~ with music on a Thursday to bring the deity 
into the'iillage, to take Her in a procession in the 
village for fifteen days. This deity is not the origi. 
nal image but symbolised in a ghatam, decorated with 
kumkum, P(J.fUPU, etc, All the vtllagers gather at the 
temple. One of them: gets possessed of the delty 
then and faUs on the grQulld unconsciously and is 
carried by some people on their shoulders to. the 
village, The same person does not get possessed 
every year, Anyone of the people gathered may 
be blessed with the possession or the deity. The 
person is taken to the village with a great noise of 
,tick!, drums, etc., 10 that other menial spirits may 
not possess the person. From that night, .Cillatam is 
taken in a procession, in the village, every night by 
It women, called Bhakthuratu, The rice collected in the 
gkatam is cooked, Qifereci to the deity and then the 
Bhakthuralu takes it. The deity i. e., ghotam is taken 
to a remp<)rary but put up on rachchabanda (an eleva
ted place or platform in the centre of tIll: village 
under the shade of a big tree for the villagers tel 

m,et and talk over matters) after the proce~8ion. 
which is to be over by about 11 p. m in the night. 
Then for two mote houn, there arc valakams to be 
entertained by the people. ValaMm means cheating 
others by bebaving like a gentleman outwardly. 
This is depicted by some with humorous conversa. 
tions. Generally this is meant to ridicule and teach 
a lesson to cruel and cheating people of the village. 
00 the last day vows are fulfilled. Fo\'f!s and sheep 
are sacrificed to the deity. Brahmins offer plantains, 
thalimidi and vadapappll. Some ve~etariang also give 
[awls and sheep to be sacrificed to the deity in their 
name. This is an ancient festival confinw to the 
village. Kapus are the patr.on~, Local peorle of 
all communities participate. pu.iaris aTe Kapus with 
hereditary rights. 

Sri Nalla Maramma Utnsavam i~ celehrated for 
on~ day in Pu'kyam (December-Jatluarv) usually on 
January 22nd. Fowls, goats alld sbeep are sdcri
ficed to the delt)", Hair is offued as a votive offer • 
ing by some people. C~9h is alw offered. This is of 
ancieD.t origin and is confined to some neighbouring 
villages. The festival is celebrated under the super
vision of some elderly Kapus. me devotees local 
and from the neigbbouring villages congregate with
out any distioction of caste or'creed, There is no 
specific plljll1i. The s . .lme festi val is als:> celebrated 



in Bhadrapadam (August-S~ptember). On the restival 
day drama or Bhagavatham is held. 

A fair is held in this connection in the centre of 
the village. Some thOU8'!.~PS ofpersolli from this and 
from the neighbouring villages congregate. Earthen 
pots, mirrors, combs, ribbons, pictures, photos of 
Gods, ready-made clothes, bamboo articles and toys 
of various kinds are brought and sold. There is a 
choultry for visitors. 

Nukalamma Panduga on Phalguna Bahula Amavas.1a; 
Chinnipolamma panduga, for a month once in 3 yt"arS 
in Chaitram (March-April) or Vaisakham (April-May) 
and Maridamma Panduga on Magha Karthe in Sravanam 
(July-August) are the other festivals of the village. 

SoUR<;lE: 1. Sri Ch. Sekhar Rao, Village Level Worker, 
rellamanchili. 

2. Sri Palanki Manganna, Teacher, Kokkira
paUe. 

3. Sri Kolluru Naray~a Rao, M A., B. Ed., 
Teacher, M'akavarapatem. 

Z,. Regapalem,,-Situated at the 456th mile stone 
on the G. N. T. road, 2 miles from Regupalem 
Railway Station and 3 miles from Yellamanchili by 
road. As regu trees are near this village, it wall 
called Regupalem. This village has 8 hamlets. 
They are' Purushothapuram, Chinna yapalem, Ko
thali, Pothireddypalem, Mettapalam, VenkupaJem. 
Mallampeta and Ramabhadrapur"am. 

The total population of the village inculding it~ 
8 hamlets is 4,855 and it consists of the following 
Hindu castes: Vaisya, Golla, Kapu, Kamsali, Velama 
Senapathi; Scheduled Castes (136) - Mala, Madiga; 
and Muslims. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade, weaving, 
goldsmithy, cattle breeding and other tral;litional 
occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Nukalamma, Thal~ 

amma, Marinamma and a mosque are places of 
worship. 

Thalamma festival is celebrated for 15 days from 
the Monda y after Phalguna Bahula Amavasya (February
Mar-ch). A wooden image of the deity is prepared 
for this occasion every year. Pujas are performed. 
Fowls and goats are sacrificed to the deity. The 
deity is taken in a procession during all thefesti
. val days. The festival lasts for 15 days, processions 
wiH be there on all the days. On the last 3 days 
'Bhagllvatha'lhs or B,,"akatnas are entertained. On the 
16th day a sheep is sacrificed to inaugurate the func-

tion known ae 'U.1ola Etltuia' on Tuesday night, thC!-
woOde'fi- imate of the deity i. taken to the temple in., 
a ptottuion and a' he-butralo is sacrificed there_ 
This festival is over 100 years old and is confined t~
Ii few ~eighbouriJ)g villages also. Hindu devotees.. 
on this and the ne'ighbouring villages congregate 
without any distinction of caste or creed. Pujari i8'. 
a Settibalija with hereditar~ rights. 

A fair is held in tbis connection near the tem
ples at Purushoththapuram and Pothireddipalem. It 
is being held for the riast one hundred years. Persons. 
local and from the neighbouring villages attend. 
Utensils, lanterns, torchlights, mirrors, combs pic
tures and toys are brought and sold in the fair. 

Lotteriel and cock· fights on a small scale afford: 
entertainment, to the visitors. 

SOURCE :- Sri A. Sa!1anarayana, Villag, Level Worker, 
Padmanabha Rajupet •. 

30 Krishnapuram-Situated at a dist~nce of Ii' 
miles from G. N. T. Road, Ii miles from Pula
parthi, 21 miles from Regupalem Railway Station, 
and 7* miles from Yeilamanchili. 

The total populatifln of the village is 2,101 and 
it consists of the following Hindu pastes: Brahmin,. 
Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, Kamsali, Viswabrah-· 
min, Sale, Chakali, Mangali, Settibalija, Vela 
ma, Golla, Vadrat:lgi; ScJ:!eduled Castes(130)
Mala, Madiga; and Musli~s. The chief means. 
of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural la
bo:ur, trade, weaving and other traditional occupa
tions. 

Nukalamma temple with the deity's wooden" 
image painted in colours in female form in sitting 
pol>ture. 5 ft. high and with brass garQgas, three-
Rama temples with pictures depicting the Lord's 
coronation celebration and a Siva temple are the
places of workship here. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for 7 days, 
from Phalguna Bahula N'avami to Amavasya (February-, 
March). A hut with palm leaves is put up at the 
centre of the village on Panchamt itself on an eleva
ted spot called Banda, and if Panchami falls on a 
Sunday or a Thursday the Uthsavam commences on 
the same day itself. An earthen pot called ghafam, 
is prepared and decoraud with lumkum, pasupu, etc . 
This ghatam is reg ardtd as the deity Herself and is 
placed in the hut along with two ,garagas and brasl'-. 
pots. Every morning puja is performed to th~ 
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-deity by a Kamsali at Banda while a Rajaka (Dhobhi) 
womeaperforms the puja in the temple at the same 
time. "~uitJ and flowers are offered and fowls, 
goats, .~ etc., are sacrificed to the deity. Every 
ntght t~:: fhatam is taken in a procession in the 
village •• woman called Bltakthuralu while the 
,garagas ~ carried by some. The procession is ac
compan.., by music of dTums by Malas .and dances 
by Vat ext, a buge crewd of the villagers follows. 
Rice a . *paharam' (cooked rice) are offered by every 
familt~llile the ghatam is brouht to their house. 
At abQ'Qt to 0' clock in the night, the procession 
ends~.'d the ghatam is placed in the hut. ~he viII. 
age.en gather at the hut to be en:tertamed by 
fanf dresses and humorous conversations in which 
pr~, vain and cruel people are ridiculed and 
crit,:i8ed. On Chathurdari night there is an epic 
dr~ by Sriramabhaktha Natakasamajam of the 
vill.e or a Bommalata (puppet show). On Amauasya. 
gl~ is takrn in procession in the afternoon and 
js brought (0 the temple of Nukalamma at 
,~~ut 4 p. m. A sheep known as pattapothu is sacrificed 
. and the blood of the sacrificed animal iswllected in 
all earthen plate called mukudu. Then the plate 
is kept inside the temple and the temple door is 
dosed. This is called Baddi paltuta. After three 
~ays, the village elders see the plate of blood. 
lf the blood dots well with a smooth surface, that 
year is believed to be a prosperous and healthy 
one. If the surface is rough and gives way with 
Jines, that year is feared to be a bad and unhealthy 
'one. A craddle is prepared in front of the temple 
{or the deity on the last day of the uthsavam. This 
is an ancient festival confined to the village. The 
income from the Ii acres of patta land of the deity 
is used to meet the expenses of the uthsauam. All the 
villagers irrespective of caste or creed congregate. 
Pujaris are Kamsalis at the hut. The temple Pujaris 
'are Rajakas with hereditary rights. 

Similar uthsavam is celebrated for another 7 days 
to end on Chattra Bahula Amauasya (March-April). 
Baddipanduga for two days before Asuiyuja Bahula 
.Amavasya (September-October) is also celebrated for 
the Same deity. . 

Sri Rama uthsavam is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Podyami to Navami (March-April) in 
Rama temples. Pujas are performed. Fruits and 
flowers are offered to the Lord. This is an ancient 
festival with local congregation. This is celebraud 
by raising subscriptions from the villagers. 

. Sri Rama Uthsauam is also celebrated for 4 days 
.during SaIlkranti in Pushyam (December-January). 

Sea-bath, fasting and jagaram are the general 
domestic observances on festive occasions. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Ch. Sanyasi Raju, Teacher, Krishna
puram. 

2. Sri A. Satyanarayana, Vtllage Level 
Worker, Padmanabhara}upeta. 

3. Sri T. Someswara Rao, Headmaster, Kri
shnapuram. 

II. Vemagiri-Situated at a distance of .5 miles 
from Yellamanchili town and Rail wa y Station: 
There are some stone inscriptions which state that 
Vemanayogi lived here for some time and hence 
this village is called Vemagiri. 

The total population of tlie village is 1,279 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kapu, Cnakali, Mangali, Telukula, Kam· 
mari, Jangam, Viswabrahmin, Uppara; and Sche
duled Castes (107)-Mala and Madiga. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

Sri Ranganayaknla temple situated on a hill 
with the Lord '8 i malIe carved on a stone ina cave 
and Nukalamma temple \\ ith a stone im:lge of the 
deity are the pl,!ce(of worship in the village. 

Sri Ranganayakula festival is celebrated for 
5 days from Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima 
(March-Apri I). Fruits, dhupam, deepam and naivedyam 
are offered to the Lord. This festival is of ancient 
origin and confined to some neighbouring villages 
also. The festival is celebrated by raising subscrip
tions. Over 5,000 Hindu devotees local and from 
the neighbouring villages congregate. All communi· 
tiei participate. 

A fair is held with a few shops selling eatables 
and utensils in this connection. Over 5,000 persons 
of and this the neighbouIing villages congregate. 

Bhajans, Harikathas, dramas, Dhommi thappetlu and 
Thadu Peddalu provide entertainment. A dramatic 
Association named 'Sara swat hi Natyamondali' under 
che leadership of Sri Yeflki Reddy Chinnaiah con
duct dramas and dances in which children enact. 

Nukalamma festival is the other ffstival of the 
village, celebrated for 15 days from PhalgulIa Suddha 
Purnima to Bahula Al7laua ya (F~bruary-March) Fo\\ Is: 
and sh~ep are sacrificed to the dei Iy. The trustees 
and followers belong to Kapu, Telaga, Chakali,.. 
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" Mangali, Kummari, Mala and Madiga communi:.:. 
ties. 

SOURCR: 1. Sri f"eriki Reddy ChiflMiah, Pres idnl , 
Village Panrhayal, Vem4giri. 

2. Sri Bommaluri Ramamurth}, Teacher, Pari
shad Elementary School,.V~magiri. 

3, Sri Achanta Narasimha Murthy, Villa,e 
Karnam, Vemagiri, Palaparlh.J POJt. 

31. Kummarapalle-Situated at a distance of. 
miles from Yellamanchili town and Railway Sta
.ion. 

The total population of the village is 835 and it 
consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
yaisya, Jangam, Kapu, Thelaga, Kamsali, Chakali, 
Mangali; Scheduled Castes (IOO)-Mala, Madi
ga and Christian s. The ch i,f means of their Ii veli.
hood are < agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The images of the deities Nukalamma and 
Durgalamma in female form each with 4 hands, 
holding weapons, Maridamma, symbolised in a 
.atone are worshipped with no temples. There i. a 
church for the Christians. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for a month 
from Phalguna Suddha Padyami to Bahula AmavasJII 
(February-Much). Pujas are performed daily and 
animals are sacrificed. On the last day, the 
villli.gers go to the temp Ie in a procession, wor. 
ship the deity and sacrifice fowls, sheep and goatee 
fasting is observed on the last day till the naivedyam 
is offered to the deity. This festival is being cele. 
brated for the. past over 100 years and is of local 
significance, only. The patrons are Kapus. The 
residents of the' village congregate without any 
distinction of caste or creed. 

Durgalamma festival in Jaishtam (May-June> 
and Maridimma festival on Karthika Bahula AmavasYIl 
(October-November) are the other festivals that are 
celebrated in the village. 

Jataras are held in connection with these festi
"als. 

SOURCE: Sri Karnam Sila Ramamurthy, Teacher, Pan
chayat Samithi Elementary School, Kummarll
·palle, Dimili (Post). 

33. Ed1lUamma)0"a- Hamlet of Rajala Agraharam : 
Situated in a valley at a distance of 8 miles to the 
outh-east of Yellamanchili, with· no proper com-

munkation facilities and the only approach to the 
hamlet is by .walk. Since Edullamma, a peranltll. < 

established heraelf here. tbis is cillled Yedullamma 
Lova. Daddivari L?va and Kondara are the other 
names to thi' village •. This was originally known 
al 'Kothtbavuru' and 'Agraharam' as BrahmiDi 
were in majority thell. But now there ure no Brah
miDlI in the village. 

The total popuJatioo of the ~ntire village: is 
J ,436 and it conslsts'of the following Hind u Castes: 
Telaga; (Kapu), Settibalija, Cbakali, and Mangali; 
Scheduled Caste. (131) - Cbachchati, Mala an<l 
Madig .l. The chief means of tbeir livelihood are 
agriculture. agricultural labour, trade and other 
traditional occupations. 

Edullamma temple with Her stone image and 
,Rama temple are the places of worship here. Edul-
lamma,<was a Tdaga woman. The surname of her 

: parwts' family was Baddivaru and Kasireddivar~ 
was the family of her husband. She was once going 
to her mother-in-law's house in Velpugondapalam 
from her parents' house at Kasipalem. Her brother 
was with her. When they covered half of the dis
tance. it began to rain. They were then nearing 
this village, k~ow as 'Koththavuru' at that time. 
Edullamma was walking a pace behind her brother
Sbe felt ashamed to go along in her completely wet 
clothes and she prayed Mother-Euth to hide her in 
Herself. She disappeared into Mother Earth be
hind a bash of' bharanika trees. 

Afterwards ;sbe appeared in a dream to five 
Telaga brothers of Marripalem who wt;re her close 
relat !ves, and told them to build a temple for her at 
the place where she disappeared and to construct 
their houses there so that they might be protected 
by her from evil spirits. She also asked them to 
celebrate her festival annually in which people from 
seven villages participate as she Was Edllllamma (in 
Telugu 'edu' mea-ris seven and 'Vullu' means. vil
lages). The five brothers obeyed her and migrated 
to Koththavuru; built her a temple at the bush of 
bharanika trees and thUR became the founders of the 
village. From that time, about 170 years back, this 
village was called ~dullamma Lova. The seven 
villages are (I) Ko.t'hthuru or· Edullamma Lova, 
(2) Marripalem, (3) Kasipalem (4) Velpugonda
p:l.lem, (5) KopPl)gondapalem (6) Rajala and 
(7) Devallapalfm. 

EduHamma Panduga was celebrated for 9 or 15 
days in V(Jisakham (April-May), the actual festival 
being on the 9th or 15th day on a grand scale by the 
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Telagas. A lightning on the hill used to appear 
just at the:, bir~h time of Edullamma. But 70 years 
b~k, a physician of Gajula Balija caste CaJlle to the 
village and did something to offend Edullamma. 
He died before crossing the boundariel of the vil
lage and the lightning also ceased to appear. Even 
flOW the festival is celebrated by the Beven villages 
in the same period. Ghatams are taken in a proces
lion in the village every night, carried by Yatas 
and rice, upoharom etc., are collected. Fancy 
dresse.8 and humorous conversations are eRtertained 
after the procession. On the penultimate night, 
jagaram is observed by all the villagers and special 
dramas are er:acted. The rice and. the upaharams 
that are collected are taken by (Jata'puf (servants). 
Special pujas are performed on the last da y. Kum
kum, pasupu, fruits and cocoanuts are offered. Fow II, 
and goats are sacrificed at the temple. Cleaning the 
houses, inviting friends and relatives and arranging 
feasts with varieties of dishes and enjoying them are 
the domestic observances. This is a hundred and 
seventy year old festival confined to the neighbour_ 
ing villages. The patrons are Telagas. Devotees 
from this and the neighbouring villages congregate. 
All Hindu Castes participate. 

$oURCE: Sri Karri Apparao, Teacher, Samithi Elemen
tary School, r. R. Ag raha ram. 

...... Sa.."asWdhi-Situated at a distance of 4 mile$ 
froaa PenugoUu on the Trunk Road and 6 miles to 
the .outh of Yellamanchili. It il said that this 
'riUage was built by 'Siddhulu' and that it never 
experienced bad days. Hence it was called Sarva
siddhi (every thing fruitful). Another legend is 
that Sri Krishnadevaraya, the Emperor of Vija
yanagaram, came to this village on his way to 
Kalinga war and had all his works got fulfilled. 

The total population of the vi lIage is 1,129 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kapu, Golla, Telaga, Chakali, Manga Ii, 
Settibalijas; and Scheduled Castes (171) - Mala, 
Madiga. The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of the village are of Sri Siva with 
a stone Sivalingam, Rama, Nukalamma with the 
image of the ddty in the form of Sakthi, Kanab 
Mahalakshmi, Parvati Devi, Nandeeswara and 
Vighneswara. 

Siva ·Kalyonothsavam takes place for 5 days from 
Magha Saailha Ekadasi to Purnima (j anuary-February). 

Pujas and abhishekam are performed to the Lord. 
Oocoanuts are offered. This festival is of ancien 
origin and is confined to lome nearby villages. 
patrons are Shrasthi Vailyas. Devotees local and 
from the neighbouring villages congregate. All 

·liindu communities take pa~t. Pujari is a Brahmin 
flf Kousikasa gotram. There are manyam lands. 

A fair is held with a few .hops selling eatable.~ 
utenlils, in connection with this festival. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated on PhD/guM 
Bakula Amavasya (February-March) and Chaitra Baku'" 
Amavasyo (March-April). Usually it takes place for 
II days from Phalguna Bahula Panchami to Amavl1sy. 
(February-March). Every night, the deity is taken 
in procession round the village. Fowls, sheep and 
goats and hebuffaloes are sacrificed to the deity. 
This festival is of ancient origin and of local signifi
cance. Patrons are Kapus and the followers are 
Harijans. The residents of the village congregate 
without any distinction of caste or creed. Pujari is 
a Settibalija. Fancy dresses are entertained, 

Bhajans and Ihodapedla provide entertainment. 
There is a drama troupe in the village. Managt'r is 
Sri P. Veeranna Setti and Director is Sri V. Snhba 
Rao, Sarvasiddhi. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri V. Venkata Ramona, HradmoJter, 
Sarvasiddhi. 

2. Srj V. SuMa Rao, Karnam, SarvasiddAi. 

35. Peda Uppalam.-Situated at a distance of' 
mile. from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station, 
14 miles from Yellamanchili. Its nam~ during the 
puranic days i. believed to be 'UpoplazryapuTam' and 
it is changed into Pedauppala during the course of 
time. It is claimed that it was this Upaplavyapuram 
mentioned in Mahabharata rpic and it was here that 
Bhima killed Bakasura. There is a black stone pil
ler called Bheema"s mace, 5 feet above the ground and 
two and .half by one and half feet base at that levd. 
The base under the ground could not be reached 
even at a depth of ten feet. There are two footprints 
on a black stone and they are called Bh~ema's feet. 
There is another elevation to the south of this pIa ce 
and when dug up, smooth white powder is .found in 
big quantities. On its top naturally formed "ibhuthi 
is discovered in a cave. About LiO years ago a 
Sivalingam, Ii feet in diameter was discovered and 
it IS said to have been established by Balichakravar
thi of Bhagavatham who is renowned for his charity 
and gift to Vamana. A temple was constructed and 
the Lord wal namtd Brahmalingeswar&. 
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. The total population of the village is 2,757 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahm'n, 
Vaisya. Telaga, Kap.\l, Settibalija. Vadabalija, 
Mangali, Chakali, KamSili, Kummari; Scheduled 
Castes (256)-Mala, Madiga and Chachchatis and 
Muslims. Their chief means of livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tionaloccupations. 

The temples of Bangaramma with Her stone 
image, Siva and of Usthalamma are the places of 
worship in the village. There are two temples for 
Lord Rama. The temple of Lord Brabmalingel
wara is on a hillock nearby. , 

Usthalamma Uthsavam is celebrated for two daYI 
from the Telugu New rear's day i. e. Chaitra Suddh4 
Padyami (March-April). During the nights, the 
wooden processIOn images are taken in a procession 
in the village by Washermen and Barbers. New 
cloth>es and pasupu, kumkuma are\offered. Fowls and 
goats' are sacrificed. This is some centuries old 
and is confined to the village. The patrons are 
Telagas. The temple has some inam lands. Local 
Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Telaga. 

A fair is held for two days in the Public Worb 
Department's tank and it is over a century old. 
About fifty minor shops sell the household articles. 
Lotteries, swings and cock-fights are the entertain
rpents. 

In Brahmalingeswaraswamy's temple, special 
pujas are performed during Karthikam (October
November), for the past over 80 years. The patron. 
and puJaris also are Brahmins with hereditary rights 
and the 15 acres of inam land is enjoyed by tbe 
pujaris. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated during Vai
foA:ham (April-May) with animal sacrifice and Siva
kalyanam ii celebrated in the Siva temple on Maghtl 
Suddha Ekadasi (January-February). Vadabalijas 
are the patrons for both the temples. Saivite 
Brabmins are pujaris with hereditary rights. 

A fair is heldon Magha Bahula Purnima (January
February) on the sea-shore with- 200 shops selling 
dates and fried bengalgram and other eatables evi
dently for the convenience of those that go there for 
the sea-bath on that auspicious day. Magi~ and 
other petty game's of skill and chance entertain the 
gathering. 

SOUR. 1. Sri Abdul Ra;:.ak, Village Level Worker; Ped4~ 
uppalam. 

, ; > 2; Sri Velathurll PtToiah, K. M., Pedauppala",_ 

3; ~ri· J(. Someswara Sarma, B • ..4., B. Ed.~ 
S. RaJfUHJram (Post). 

S6. Lingarajupalem-Situated at a distance of 
7 miles from Regupalem Railway Station, t I miles 
from Yellamanchili and 26 miles from Narasa
patnam, 

The total population of the village is 2,326 and 
it consists of the follt'>wing Hindu Castes: Brah
mill, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Golla, Vela rna, Kamsali, 
Cbabli, Mangali, Scheduled Castes (395)-Mala, 
Madiga, Adi-Andhras; and Muslim. The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
tural labour, trade and otber traditional occupa
tions. 

The temples of the village are of Sri Rama, 
Siva, Ntikalamma. Maridamma and Bangaramma. 

]wfllathoTanothsavam of Lord Siva is celebrated 
for a day on Karthika Suldha Purnima (October
November). Fruits,_ flowers and new clothes are 
offered to th'! Lord. Devotees observe fasting and 
jogaram at their housell. This festival is of ancient 
origin and of local 'ignific~nce. The Hindu devo
tees of the village congregate. Plljari is Srimati 
Nedumuri Godavaramma, a Brahmin lady with 
hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

( 

Nukalamma : ParuJuga is celebrated for 9 day. 
from Phalguna Bahula Panchami to Amavasya (February
March) and on Chaitra Bahula Amavasya (March~ 
April). Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated in 
Vaisakham (April-May). PujaTi of Nukalamma i. 
$ri Theppala Ayyanna, a Kapu. 

SOURCE :- Sri M. Venkata Ramaiah, Village Level 
Worker, PedagummulurtJ, Nakkapall, Pan-
ehayat Samithi. 

37. UpparapaUe - Situated at a distance of () 
miles from Regupalem Railway Station and 12 mile 
from Yellamanchili. Originally Brahmins were in 
a majority here and hence, the village waS namel· 
as Viprapalle (in Telugu viprudu means a brahmin). 
That name waS gradually corrupted to Upparapalle. 
Venkatapuram, a hamlet of Upparapalle, was 
founded by Venkatapathi Raju. 

The total population of the village i. 2,147 an .. 
it consists of the following Hindu communities 
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Sale, Balija, Yata, Tela· 
ga, ChakaJi. Mangali, Yadava;· and Schedule. 
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~tes (209)..,.MaJa, Madiga. The chief meanS of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour; 

-trade and otb~r traditional occupations. 

. Tht temple. of Sri Rama and PydithalIi wit~ 
the idol of the deity in human form are the places 
otworship. 

Pydithalli Ammavari festival is celebrated for 
16 days from Vaisakha Suddha Tadiya to Bakula Tadiyil. 
(April-May). A hut of palm leaves is built in the 
village and the deity is lodged in it. Dhupam, 
deepam and naivr.dyam are offered to the deity. Goats, 
and sheep a re also sacrificed. Every qigh t ghatam 
is taken in a procession around the village, with 

·drums and music. Kolatam! and valakams are then 
·enacted. On the 14th night, they observe jagarana. 
Vuyyala Kambalu Ethuta is the function on that night. 

-..BhagfUJlJthlJm!, puppet Sh'lW3 and dramas are enlcted 
throughQut the uthsavam. This is of ancient origin 

. ;and of local significance. The pltrons are Kapua 
,df.ThulIlmapala and Madsa surnames. Over 2,000 
-devotees of all Hindu communities congregate. 
The ",jaT; is a Vaddara man of a neighbouring 
"'Village who comes here to perform puja during the 
·festival every year. 

. A fair ia held in connection with thi, festival 
..... tIac. temple. Over 2,000 persons participate. 
' ..... h... ..Hing eatables, Ilten'sHs, etc. are put 
£i.~' :.A_ja4_,~. and a Dramatic: Association 
'~vc performances during tbe fair. 

In Ram-ilayam, every day bhajarls are performed. 

:SOURCB: 1. Sri Kilapar thi Suryanarayana, Teacher, 
Samithi Elementary School. 

2. Sri Venuthurupllli Narasimha Murthy, 
Village Karnam. Venkatapuram. 

~38. Karrivanipalem-Situated at a distance of 
7 miles from Regupalem Railway Station and 13 
:miles from Yellamanchili. An Yata with Karri 
. surname was the first settler of this place '!ond hence 
·this village is called after him as Kurivanipalem. 

The total population of the village is 970 and 
it consists of Telagas and Sales; and Scheduled 

"Castes (115)-Madigas. The chief means of their 
.ilivelihood are agriculture, weaving and other 
<traditional occupations. 

The wooden image of the deity Nuhlamma of 
1i feet height in human form kept under a kanuga 
ftrce is worshipped here. ' 

Nukalam,ma Panduga is celebrated for a day on 
Phalguna Bahula Amava5ya (February-March). Fowls, 
sheep and goats are, sacrificed to the deity. The 
pevotees clean their houses, take bath, observe fast
ing, prepare sweets, 9ffer them as neivedyam and 
enjoy the festival. Only people of this village con
:gregate. All communities take part. Pujar; is a 
Chakali with hereditary rights. There is poor~ 

feeding to some extent. 

A fair is held with a few shops selling eatables 
and utensils, etc. 

Sou ROE : Sri K. Simhachalam, Headmarter, Elem .. ntary 
School, Karrivarlipalem. 

39. Rayavaram-Situated at a distance of 4 miles 
from Regupalem Railway Station,. 10 miles from 
Yellamanchili by road and 47 miles from Visakha
patnam. It is said that Sri Krishnadevaraya came 
to this village from Simhachalam after his Kalinga 
conquest. This Village was named Rayalavaram 
after Krishna Raya. In course of t'ime, it came 
to be called as Rayavaram. Some say that this 
was named as Rayavaram as it was the place where 
Sri Krishnadevaraya and Gajilplthi Rayalu had 
Rayabharam and Rayavaram is so named to signify 
the Rayabharam. Another legend says that this 
was Rayavaram as it was given to a Brahmin Whose 
lurname was Rayavarapu. There is a black stone 
inscription in Sanskrit even now relating the facts. 

The total population of the village is 4,469 and 
it consists of the following Hind u Castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kamsali, K.apu, Chakali, Mangali, Yata. 
and Schedul.d Castes(209). The cheif means of their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of the village are of Nukalamma, 
Siva, Rama, Bangaramma, Gavaramma and Vina
yaka. The temple of Siva is now in ruins and that 
of Gavaramma is built of palm leaves. There are 
some wooden images of the deity Banagaramma in 
Her temple, which is to the south-west of the village. 
The stone image of the deity Nukaldmma is 6 fect 
high i,l sitting posture on a throne. The image is 
awe-inspiring and a livel y one. The temple of 
·Nukalamma i. to the north-west of the village witn 
a compound. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated on Phalguu 
BahuLa Amallasya (February-March) and on Chait,. 
BahuLa Amavasya (March-April) for one day on eacb 
occasion. Nukalamma is believed to have come to 
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Basi family of Kapil comulilnity aad i. the dauchter 
of that family. So during tbj: hI .. l, fintiy the 
garaga, is taken to their hou. Ii' -. ' ~ b, 
the p"jui, where pun,a ... , •• -Oireted. Tb4D 
garagtl i. taken in proce.sion at 1IiIfau' wid. ~udCt 
drums, etc., for a week and on tlie "fe.tl'tal day, the 
devotees congregate at the leDlple and offer fruits, sa
rees, fowls, goats and sheep to the deity. This festival 
i. of ancient origin. Over 2,000 devotees'from the 
nearby villages within a radius of" miles congre
gate. All Hindu communities take part in the 
festival. The deity has manyam lands. Pujari is a 
Yata. Margosa leaves (neem leaves) and kumkum 
are distributed as prasadam. Fasting is observed by 
some people during the festival. 

A fair is held in this connection for a day. 
Over 2,000 persons congregate. Eatables, lanterns" 
torch lights, mirrors and combs, cloth and t,oys are 
brought and sold in the fair. Saraswathi N.tyaman
dali, a dramatic Association und~t the leadership 
of Sri Tanuku Ganga Raju provides entertainment. 

Gavaramma Pandul!a in Margasiram (November
D_ecember), Gouri puja prior to Karthika Suddha Pur
.ima (October-November) and Ganpathi Navaralhrulu 
for 9 days from Bhadrapada Suddha Chaviti (August
September) are also celebrated. Fasting is observed 
on Karthika Suddha PlJrnima (October-November) in 
connection with "'fhrinadha Vratham" festival. 
There is free feeding during Ganapathi ]IfavarathruZ",. 

Sea-baths are taken by devotees for Magha 
S"ddha Purnima (January-Fedruary). 

'SOURCE: 1. Sri Karri Narayanamurth,. Teacher, P. S. 
Compulsory Elemerllary School, S. RaJ' 
avaram. 

2. Sri N. Srinivasamurthy, Physical E~ca
fion InstruCtor, S. Rayavaram. 

3. Sri A. NarasimhamUlthy, Teacher, P. S. 
Compulsory Elementary School, S. Raya
varam. 

4. Smt. P. Helinamma, Asst. Teacher, P. S. 
Elementary School, S. Rayavaram. 

5. Sri Nemani Soma}ajulu, Teacher, P. S. 
Compulsory Elementary School, S. Raya
l1aram. 

, 40.' P"laparthi- Situated at a distance of Ii- miles 
from Regupalem RaHway Station and 6 miles from 
Yellamanchili 

The total population of tbe village is 2,084 and:'_ 
it con.iars of the Collowing Hindu Calte.: Btahmin, 
Vail,a. KamaaU. Kapu, Chakali Mangal!i, Vata: 
Scheduled Calte. (169)-MaJa, Madiga and Sche-:-' 
tluled Tribe (52)-Yerukula. The chief mean. or 
t'belt JivtJUhoOd are agriculture, agricultural labour, ' 
trade and other .traditional oecupations. 

Nukalamma temple with a colourfully painted 
wooden image of the deit, in female form and Sri 
Vcnugopalalwamy tePlp., with the stone statue of
the deity in human form ·"re the places of worship 
here. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Kalyanoths!luam is cele
brated for 5 day. from Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi to Pur
ni",a (March-April). C"alimidi and vadapappu are· 
offered to the deity. This festival is of ancient
origin and oflo.cal significance. The Hindu devo
tees of thi!! village congregate. Pujari is a Vaikha
nasa Sri Vaishnava of Bhardhwaja gotram. Prasadam 
ls distributed to all. 

G,amadcvatha Nukalamma festival is celebrated on 
PAolgu,", Bahula Amava.lya (February-March). This
i. also an ancient festival of local significance. The
residents of the village congregate without any dis
tinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Chakali 01 
Pydi pala gotram. Blzojans arC! performed on four day&
in advance of the festival. ]agaram is observed on 
Chaturdasi night. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri A. Veerabhadra iRao, Headmaster p

Pulaparlhi. 

2. Sri Nemani Satyanarayana, Teacher, P. S. 
Elementary School, Pulaparthi. 

41. Bayyavaram-Situated at a distance of one 
mile from Regupalem Railway Station and 7 miles. 
from Yellamanchili. The approach to the village ill, 
only by a foot path. 

The total population of the village is 2,009 and' 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin" 
Vaisya, Kapu, Mangali; Scheduled Castes (51); 
and Scheduled Tribes; (57). The chief means of
their livelihood are agricultme, agricultural labour, 
trade and othrr traditional occupations., 

The temples of Rama and Nukalamma with the· 
immage of the deity, 6 feet high, painted with vari_ 
ouS colours are the places of worship here. 

Nukalamma Pant/uga ill celebrated for 7 days 
from Phalguna Bahu/" Navami to Amavasya (Febt-uary
March). Everyday, the deity is taken in a proci;iI--
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'~ion in the village. During nights, some entertain 
the gathering with humourous conversations. On 
Chalurdasi night, jagaram is observed. Fowls, goats 
.and sheep are ,sacrificed to the deity on the last 
night. This festival is of ancient origin and of local 
-significance. People of the village congregate with
out any distinction of caste or ·creed. 

In Mulakalapalle, hamlet of Bayyavaram Nall~ 
. Maremma temple is the place of worship. The deity 
is a wooden image in human form. 

Nalla Mareinma Panduga is celebrated (or 7 day. 
-Irom .the Tuesday after Chaitra Bakula AmautlSJ'd 
{March. April) during nights. Fowls, goats, and 
-:sheep are sacrificed. It,is an _ ancient festival con
"!fined to the village only. Falting and jagarana are 
the dpDlestic observance.. The expenses are met 

-i'fOal dte subscriptionl of the vilJagers. Local Hindus 
. ~iciJHlttt. BluJgtJIJlAam etc., entertain the devotee. 
~ "1_ two nigbU of the uthsavam. There is no 
.. die ,.jari. A non.Branmin performs puja. 

Ii fair is held for 7 days from ancient times. 
c()ver 1,000 persons congregate on the last two days 
from the neighbouring villages. Foodstuffs, eatables, 
mirrors and combs are sold. Bkagavatham affords 

--entertainment to the visitors. 

.:sOURCE: 1. Sri K. V. Rama Murthy, Teacher, Bayya
varam. 

2. Sri P. Sartyasi Raju, Lakkavaram. 

-42. Etikoppaka-Situated on the banks of the 
Varaha river at a distance of 3 miles from the Nara

:sapatnam Road Railway Station, 3f miles from the 
Pulaparthi bus route and 10 miles from Yellaman

'chili. 

The total population of the village is 5,368 and 
,it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin 
-Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, Yadava, Agnikula Kshtri: 
ya, Kamsali, Mangali, Gavara, Settrbalija, Dev<inga, 
!ad~asale, Palli; Scheduled Castes (297)-Mala, 
Mad'ga, Adi Andhra; and Scheduled Tribes (74)-

l"erukala ete., and Muslims. The chief means of 
'their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour 
'trade and other traditional occupations. Wooden 
-toys also are prepared and painted in this Village. 
l.iJese are sent out to various puts of the country. 

B"ndemma temple with the idol of the deity 6 
~eet high in human fOfm painted with colours, 
Nukalamma temple and Venugopalaswamy temple 
<are the places of worship here. 

Bandamma Teertham is celebrated for one day in 
Karthikam (October-November). Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed to the deity. This· fe$Hval is of 
ancient ·origin and is confiried to some nearby villa~ 
ges. This felti\1al is celebrated through subscrip
tions raised from the villagers. About 6,000 Hindu 
devotees-local and from the neighbouring villagu 
congregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 

A fair is held in this connection near the Ban
demma temple on the outskirts of the village, about 
6,000 persons congregate. A few shops selling eat
ables, utensils, etc. are put up. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri S. Appa Rao, Headmaster, Etikoppaka. 

2. Sri Mullapudi Joga Roo, ViUag' Karnam. 
~tikoppaka. 

.U. Somidevapalli Hamlet of PenugoIlD-Situa
ted on the bank of Varaha river at a distance of 6· 
furlongs from the bus route and 2 miles from Nara
sapatnam Road Railway Station and 9 miles from 
Y ellaman ch il i. 

The total population of the village including the 
hamlet is 1,836 and it consists of the following 
Hindu Castes: Kapu , Chakali, Mangali, Telaga; 
Scheduled Castes (230). The chief means of their 
livelihood are agricuHure, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple and Nukalamma temple with her 
stone image in human form are the places of worship 
in the village. Maridithalli is the family deity 
worshipped. There is neither a temple nor an image 
for this deity. A temporary hut is erected at the 
time of the Jatara. 

Maridithalli Jatara is celebrated for 7 days from 
Karthika Bakula Amava,rya (October·November). A hut 
is built temporarily for this occasion. Fowls, goatl 
and sheep are sacrificed during the last days of the 
Uthsavam. This is being celebrated from ancient 
times to prevent epidemics like cholertt, small-pox 
etc., and local people congregate. This is common 
in some other places of this Taluk. Uthsavam is cele
brated from the subscriptions raised from the vil
lagers. All Hindus participate. 

Nukalammi Jatara is celebrated on PhalgUtUl 
Bahula Amavasya (Februa y March). Fruits and flowers 
are offered. Fowls and goats are sacrificed. 

Jagaram is observed on Sivaratri day i. e. OB 

Magha Bakula Chaturdasi O"nuary·February). 



SECTION III 

SO,(JRCE: Sri M. Subha Rao, Teacher. Samitki Ele-
m:mtary School, Sottiuhva/lalle. 

"4. . ,.~ - A coastal .village situatQd at: .. 
distance 'or8 mile. from N ...... apatnam Road R.ailwl,lY 
Station aDdlS miletfrom the Taluk headquarter,. 
Yellamanclrili. . 

It is learnt that these parts w('re ruled by 
Yij.yaaimbuduofChalukya dynsty about I,SOO yean 
.p. Three IIlSQII4$ (inscriptions) by him, tach on 
Wee copper -plates tied together with small chains 
lIaaking up nine plates altogether, written in the 
~ript of that time, w.ere buried in the earth, kept in 
~.between stone slabs. These were unearthed 34-
#an back while digging up the earth to build a 
compound around a mango garden of Pericharla 
Lakshmipathi Raju, the Zamindar.· These were 
sent to Madras, the then Metropolis of the composite 
Madras State. These <asanas (inscriptions) record~d 
that these parts were ruled. by Vijayasimha and 
he was given 3 villages to Brahmins as gifts among 
which Gudivada Agrabaram is one. To .the north 
of this village, there is another village by name 
Sarvasiddhi at a distance of 8 miles built by Vijaya
simha. He gave this name to the village as all his 
desires were accomplished. (Sarva is all and siddhi 
is futfilment). 

The total population of the village is 3,182 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Kshatria, Yadava, Kamsali, Bestha, Chakali, 
Mangali, Settibalija and Scheduled Castes (291). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, sheep rearing and other tradi. 
tional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Siva and the village 
deity Nukalarnma with an imposing image in female 
form are the places of worship. ' 

Nukalamma Sambaram is celebrated for 16 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Purnima to Chaitra Suddha Padyami 
(March-April). Village deities are taken in procession 
during the nights. Animals and fowls are'sacrificed 
to the deity. Fruits, flowers and new clothes are 
also offered to fulfil their vows. This ancient festival 
is celebrated by all villagers. The elders of the 
village are the patrons and they conduct the festival 
with the services of Chakalis and Mangalis. Local 
people of all communities participate. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

Sea-bath is taken on the fu II-moon day in Magham 
(january-February) at Polavaram, a hamelt of this 

village. People of neighbouring villages around 20~ 
miles Of the village take part in this festival. A.. 
fair is held in connection with the s.ea-bath festival. ' 
About 20,000 people congregate here coming by 
bullock carts,jQtkas, cycles and walk.· Neatly 400· 
shops and 50 hawkers sell plantains, date-fruits, 
sweets, other eatables, and toys. Bamboo-baskets are 
brought and. sold by the residents of Etikoppaka. 
There is free feeding to Brahmins. Health exhibition 
is also arranged here. Swings, merry-go-rounds 
and dramas afford ~ntt"rtainment to the visitors. - . 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaiira Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 
Prasad am is distril;>uted every day to devotees. 

Gandhi Jayanthi is celebrated with processions: 
on 2nd October. 

SoURCE : I. Sri Pericherla Lakshmipathi Raj., S/o· 
Pericherla Peddi Raju, Gudivada. 

2. Sri Abdul Rajaiah. Village .Level Worker •. 
Gudivada. 

45. Upamaka Agraharam - Situated at a 
distance of 4 furlongs to the south of the Grand 
Trunk Road, 5 miles from Narasapatnam Road 
Railway Station and 14 miles from Yellamanchili .. 
The Bay of Bengal is 3 miles from this place. This 
.is also known, as Upamaka Krhethram (meaning, a 
peerlesl sacred place) as Sri Venkataswaraswamy' 
established Hirpself here. ~iior to this, the place 
was a f()rest. 

The total population of the village is 3,254 and' 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin,. 
Vaisya, Kapu, Yadava, Sale, Kamsali, Golla, 
Chakali, Mangali, Yata; Scheduled Castes (100), 
Mala, Madiga, and Muslims. The chief means 
of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, trade, and other traditional occupations. 

Between the Garudari hill on the west of the 
village and 'Bandhuram' the one and a half square' 
mile tank, there is an ancient ,temple of Siva called 
Lakshmaneswaraswamy. The second is the temple 
of Lord Venugopalaswamy, which is also a big and 
ancient one. It is enc'osed in a spacious compound 
with towers on four siJes. The idol in the sanctum 
sanctorum resembles tha t of Lord Venkates\\<ara. In. 
the front hall there are the kalyana vigrahams of the-' 
Lord and Sri Devi. The idols of Ramanujacharya,. 
Nammalwar and other Alwars, are also kept there~ 
Kalyanamantapam, Galigopuram, Garudadwajam and L 
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few more structures are imposing and flight of steps 
by the aide of the Kalyanamantapam leads to the tower 
in which the Lord was found on a red stone by a 
cow. boy. The figure of the Lord with Sri Devi, 
",lIIIkArt,: eWra, sword and bow rides on a horse. 

The Kshethra Mahatmyam of Sri Upamaka 
Venkateswara Swamy is described in Brahmakaivar
tha Puranam which is otherwise known as Garuda
c:hala Mahatmyam. . '1 his is first written in Sanlkrh 
and then in Telugu in verse form. It is DOW transl
ated into prose by Sri Paravasthu Venkata Rangana
tha Swamy and Kakaraparthi Seetharama Sastry. 
In t be first chapter. it is stated that when Somaka
sura .tole away the four Vedas and hid himself in 
the ocean, Brahma sought the help of Sri Maha
villbnu. Vishnu assured Brahma that He would get 
back the Vedas. For this Brahma: was asked to do 
penance at Garudachala, near the seacoast, which 
would, cdable him to have SidJhi, meaning SUCCt'S8 

or fuUllmcnt. It is believed that a bath in the tank 
.Ba~.1lr&m·· expiates anyone from his sins. 

etcdPoQ'l~ ~~ a lr~~ a ~~.)~ ~O-Ql)~ 
l.1iJmdhathra maho thkrushta, thaparriddhi Pradayina, 

"'~.lli 6~g 6:5~ 6Jg~;5J'oilj :ll( ~fJ". 

Kadkumi ra.rya upama thyupamakethi viswthah 

(This is a place of great sanctity on the earth, where 
penance is successful. This is called as upamaka 
meaning that there is no other place equal to this). 
The lecond slokam is: 

~~:la-,J03"8:$1J. 

Mamavirbhavarivase 

() M 

Phalgune Suklapakshake 

!,)S"15r~o ;$~Cfuolif 

Ekadasyam, naroyothra 

~01.19 6;:S~ ::5J~;$~:t-o 

Snathi thasya sukhanyaham" 

(0, Brahma, I bless theman with every happiness 
who bathes in this tank on Phalgurra Sudd/uJ Ekadasi, 
the day of my Avataram). 

On the basis of this slokam only, the kalyanothra
llam is celebrated from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi (Feb
ruary -March) . 

The second chapter de!crihes the various 'avataras 
of Vishnu. When Rakshasas defeated Devatas, 

Adithi requested her husband Kasyapa, to think of 
a safe way for her sons. and he went to see Brahma, 
whereon Brahma and Siva along with Devendra 
and other Devathal prayed Sri Mahavishnu to 

protect them from Rakshasas.. Lord Vishnu -asked 
Kasyapa, to go to Garudachalam near which is 
Sandhura tank and do penance because that'place 
waS liked by Himself very much. 

Kasyapa went to Garudachalam with his wife 
Adithi and started penance. After some.da} s, Lord 
Vishnu appeared to him to make them happy and 
told that he would destroy Rakshasas in Va mana 
Avatara, being born as son to them. 'When Kasyapa 
and Adithi are born as Dasaratha and Kausalya in 
'Thretayugam', He would be born to them as Sri 
Rama, again as Krishna when they are Vasudeva. 
and Devaki in 'Dwaparayugam', and again in 
Kaliyugam a s their 80n, when they take the names 
of Karinatha and Nayaki, to write Vedas in Dravida 
language. Again He would be borO' as Ramanuja 
when Kasyapa and Adithi live as Kesavadikshitha 
and Kanthimathi. 

Sri Ramanuja mentioned this kshethram as one 
of the 108 sacred kshethrams. Simhacha lam is named 
afterthisas 'Tharshyadri, Simhachale'. Sri RJma
nuja lived during the period from 1017 A.D-1l37 A. 
D bywhich this kshethram is known to be ancient one. 

Periyalwar and his followers lived bere to have 
the darshan of Lord Vishnu and to attain salvation by 
serving Him. In the fifth chapter of Garudachala 
Mahatmyam, it is stated that Ramanuja prayed Lord 
Venkateswara to accept his pujas which are according 
to Pancharathragama, as Vaikhanasa archana (puja) 
was being done improperly. The Lord apprised him 
that He established Himself at Upamaka to the south 
of Vindhya mountain range, where pujas are per
formed according to Pancharathragamam. It is said 
that two Pancbarathragama pandits of Bharadwaja 
gotram came to Upamaka after some time. 

These two were Venkatarangacharya and Bhat. 
tacharya. They stopped at the Bandhura SaTovaram 
on their way from Srirangam to Puri. Th.ey fo~n~ 
their purse missing in the morning. They beard 
that Lord Srinivasa and Padmavathi were traced on 

'Garudachalam hill by dream to a cow boy. They 
prayed to the Lord and heard a celestial voice that 
their purse would be recovered ifone of them perma
nently stayed there to perform puja to the Lord~ tt 
.is thus that Venkatarangacharya settled ·down at. 
Upamaka. 
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j • T~is 'tem~l~· ~f ~ni' V~~~fe~~,,~al:: ,~~s' .~~; 
tom&t.d ~~ Bah~bale~~ra,ppa¥;ravar~.~i. tb~ ~~lcen4,~ 
ant of'RaJa Raja N~rendr&-.n~ 'tVa1 handed over to 
~pam<tka villagers.· bu~ tii 6~nc~ ciUfic~lties'tho 
~ernple, management was t':k~ 'over by' tb~ , Ma,drai 
Oovernment. I'n 1869, Sri Go'de Sut:yanara,rimarao 
regained tbe authority. (More about ,tbis aan be 
known from Oriental Manual by Brown, now ava
ilable at Kannamera Library, in Madras. There is 
also ,a detailed list of· abolll 80 families; specifying 
the Zamindars who gave the Agraharal1l and thOle 
who received it.). The fore~t around the Agraharam 
i! cleared now. Four viUa~es" Nakkapalli· being 
one ot them, are gifted to,the temple. Sri Pusapati. 
'varu a~e the next patrons who improved it very 
much. ' 

• The temple's glory laSted till 1935. Puja. and 
bhogiltns were performed thrice daily and the 
mahahaivedyam, with 12 Icunchams of rice wal offered 
thrice. Akhandas on the hill and at the temple with 
ghee Were maintained beside. many deepams of oil. 
The Ak~andam is now turned to be. one of oil and 
the mahanaivedyam is of t measure (Ii kgs). But 
even now three uthsavams are celebrated annually in 
this temple. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy Ka!yaflothsQfJtlm is celebra
ted for 6 days from Phalguna Suddha Dasami to Purnim. 
(February-March) This in inaugurated with d&waja
rohanam on Dasalni. RJthothsavam and Kalyanothsavam 
with at least 25 thousands participating in the 
procession of Ek'adasi. Baliharanam and PlNJIUUiledluUN 

On Dwadui, &u/as.Jflfll 00 Tri.Jasi, Di;otlu __ on C ... 
lAurdasi on Samudrasnanam and Purnahuthi on Purnima 
are the rituals. Swamivari Ashtoththram and Sah. 
s'ranamarch.'lna vvith Abhisehkams are perform~d by the 
pujaris almost continuously~ in the names 'of the 
devotees. Vows are fulfilled by the devotees by 
offerin,~ hair, money, gold and silver jewels and 
SGllle by ofFerin,g various Sweets as nsivedyams. Harathi, 
deeparadhana, fruits, cocoanuts~ etc., aho 'are offered 
by ~he d~vi)tees. This is a very ancient celebrat ion 
'SInce the origin of the temple. The Executive 
,OfH~er appointed by the Hindu Religious and 
Cbui't<tble Endowments Board look'! to the arra
ngern~nts of the u;hfavarn. About a L'lkh of H mdu 
dev<'>t~es from various parts of the State congregate,; 
All Hindu communities participate. Pujaiis are 

. Srivaishnavaa of Bharadwja, Parasara and Vasishtasa 
gotrams, with no heredItary rights. They are employed 
by tbe' Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment. 
-4loard; An amount DC Rs. 200 is spent every month 
for the establishment. Free feeding to the Brahmin. 

Ud' p~ fcedinl which were in vogue are. redll~~. 
t.O ~ere di.tribution of prasada;". 'J: " . 

.. ~ ,r: " , 
. A fair is held in this connection for ~O ,.da)'s 

from Et_si in the 4 acres land belonging to the 
temple in front of il. Taxes are collected from the 
sbop-keePers. The amount goes to the hundi qf the 
temple. About a lakb of persons from this d~trict 
ard also from East Godavari, West Godavari, Sri
kakulam. :~etc., districts .congregate. All ,Hindu 
communitiea part\cipate. Shop keepers from Rl\iah
mundry, Pithapuram, Tuni, NarasapatnaIn, Yell". 
manchili, Anakapal1e, Kotapadu, Visakhapatnam 
etc. cume to the faiT to sell foodstuffs, sweets, dates 
and fried groundnuts. utensil, of copper, brass, iron, 
steel, gla!s and earth, lanterns, torchlights, mir
rors, combs, books of epic stories, pictures and photos 
of deities, cloth, readymade clothes; agriculturaJ 
implements, handi-erafts, bamb,)o articles, wopden 
and earthen toys, shoes, spectacles and other" fancy 
goods. Harikathas, burrakalha, circus, magic; lot· 
teries, dramas enacted by 'Venkateswara Natya 
Mand41i' and other associations afford entertainment 
to the visitors. Special pandals are erected but 
there is 00 ehoultry. Pilgrims cook their food ill 

the fields around the temple. 

Brahmothsauam is celebrated for 10 days from 
Asvija Suddha Pai.1ami to Dasami (September-Octo
ber). Adhyanothsavarn is also c.elebrated with local 
congregation for 11 days fronit Mukkanuma, the day 
after Sankranti i. e. from 17th January. Daily 
pujas with ruUD,dyam are performed throughollt 
D"... .. sa. also. 

Sea-bath on all Amavafya ,and Purniw.l days, 
fasting on every Ekadasi and Para.1ana on Dwadasi. 
arranging rea'it on festive occ3sions are domestic 
observances nere. Fasting andjagaram are opserved 
on Sivaratri i. e. Magha Bakula Chaturdasi (January
February). Some observe fast on every Saturday. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri G. V. Ramana, Headmaster, S. E. 
School, Upamaka. 

2. Sri A. Satya'larayana Raju, Village Lellel 
Workers, Upamaka. . 

3. Srj Illindq Venka'a Satyanara.1ana'lia,i, 
Karnam, Upamaka, Agraharam. 

4. Andhra Prabha Wttkly datld 13-/1-63 • 
page 45. 

46. Nakkapalle - Situatad at, a distance: 'of 41 
miles fro~ Narallapatnam Road Railway.Statio'nl, 
and 10 mile. from Yellamanchili. 
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. The total population of the village is 3,919 a~d 
it 'tEmshts' of the following Hindu C~stu : Brahmin, 
k'lIhalriya, Vaisya,' Sudra, Medari, Golla, 
Padmaaale, Kamsali, Yata Kapu, Manga Ii, 
1'~'4aga; Scheduled Castes (4~O) - Mala, Ma.diga. 
<;:hachati and Ohristian and Muslims. 

Nukalamma temple with Her image in human 
form painted in colours and 3 Rama temples are the 
places of worship in this village. 

. Cramadevatha Uthsavam is celebrated for 3 days 
from Phalguna Bahula Triodasi to Amavasya (February. 
March}. Arrangement-s are made 4 or 5 days in 
advance. Fowls, goats and sbeep are sacrificed: 
jagaram on Chaturaasi and puja on AmavasJo are per· 
formed. The deity is taken out in procession daily 
with music. Votive offeriag of hair ia made and 
walking on the fire is observed. This is an ancient 
feltival confined to the village. The village elde~1 
are tli~ patron.. Local people of all Hindu commu
'~itie. participat~. Pujaris are of Mala, Madiga and 
cbakaJj castes. Fancy dresses, dramas and burra
"athas afford entertainment. Pujas, naivedyams and 

• sacrifices are the domestic observances. 

Sri Rama Kaiyanothsavam is celebrated on Chaitra 
Suddha Navami (March-April). 

'~ 

SOURCE: 1. Sri P. Appa Rao, Execuliv.e o,Oictr, Pafl-
chayat Samithi. 

2. Sri K. V. Rama RaJu, Village Level 
HTorker, }{akkapalk. 

47. Darlapudi-Situated at a dilitance of 2! miles 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station and 
17 miles from Yellamanchili. 

The total popUlation of the village is 3,654 and 
'it consi!.ts of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
,Vaisya, Kapu, Kamsali; Scheduled Castes (531)~ 
Mala, Madiga and Muslims. The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Nukalamma, Maridamma. 
Ramalingeswara Swamy and Sri Rama arc the pla
ces of worship here. 

Sri Ramalingeswara Swamy festival is celehra
ted for one day on Vaisakhq Suddha Ekaaasi (April
May). This is being celebrated smce the inception 
of the village with local Hindu congregation. 

, Nukalam~a fest~val on PhalGWlG: BahIJla AmavoS)'(Z 
1 (February -March) and Maridamma Uthsavam in 

Karthihnn (October-November) are also being cde· 
btated since the inception of the village. A~mals 
are !acr ificed to these deities. \ ' 

'- Ramulavari 'Uthsavarn i8 <;~lebrlt-ted for 9 (fay~ 
from Chaitra· SuMha Paayami, to' Navami (March7 
AprlD· ' 

SoURcE: Sri eh. Venkateswara Rao, Vi1l6~' Level 
Worker, Darlapudi. 

48. Rebaka-Situated at a distance of'" l,DiJes from 
Gullipadu Railway Station and 20 mIles fro~ 
Y~llamanchili. 

The,'total population of the village is 764 and 
it con~ist8 of the following Hindu CaBtes: Brahmin~ 
Vaisya, l{.shatriya, . Kapu and Schedulrd Castes 
(76) - Mala, Madiga. The chief means cf their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temple of the village deity Gudupamma 
wi h Her 5 feet high image sitting on a wb,ite hono 
with a s\vord in one hand and Rama temple are the 
places of worship. 

Gudupamma Panduga is celebrated fnr 9 days 
from Chai~ra Suddha Panchami (March-April). Goats, 
fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. Thill is 
of aftceint origin and of local significance. The 
Hindu devotees of the village congregate. Pujaris 
are Kapus of Pydipala gotram with hereditary rights. 
,Prdsadam is distributed to all. 

The devotees take sea-bath and observe fasting 
.and jagarana during festive occasions. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated on Phalguna 
Balzula Amavarya (February· March) and fowls arc 
sacrificed on that night. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri T. Satyanarayana, Teacher, Rebaka. 

2. Sri Mallavarapu Venlcateswarlu, Village 
Level Worker, Rebaka. 

49. Cheedika-Situated at a distance of 21 mi~ .. 
from Gullipadu Railway Station and 25 miles frorn 
YellamanchiIi. 

. Tbe total population of the village is 528 ,and it 
consists of the SQme Hindu Castes mainly Kapua; 
Sched~l.eQ Caues (3); and Scheduled Tribes (262) -
Konda Dorall. The chief means of their livdihood 
arc agriculture, agricultural lalM>ur and other tradl ... 
tional oc~upatiQn$. 
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<A garaga is wor~hipped in th'e name, of Cheedi-
kataili. .. ' ' .' . 

Cheedikatalli festival is celebrated for 4 days 
from'Magka Bakula Dwadisi to Amavarya . (Januaty
February) Goats', fowls and sheep ar'e sacrificed to 
the deity, The devotees decorate their houses and 
offer naivedYflm . . This is bein'g celebrated for lhe 
past 70 years and is conducted under the supervision 
of the Konda Doras. Hindu devo~eel - local and 
from the neighbouring villages congregate without 
an y distinction of ca&te or creed. 

A fair with a few shops is held in connection 
with this festival for one day on Magka Bakula Ama. 
,vasya and it is held for the past 70 years. The people 
local and from the neighb:lUring villages congre
gate. 

Kolatams, cock-fights and d'ances provide enter
tai n men t for the visitors. 

Konda Rajula Panduga is celebrated on a Friday 
between Magha Bahula Amava.rya (January-February) 
and Phalguna Bakula Amavasya (February-March). 

SOURCE: 1. Sri D. Subba Rao, Teacher, Cheedika. 

SO. Dosaiapadu Ag~aharaDl ~ Situated at a 
distance of 3 miles from Gullipadu Railway 
Station. 

'The total population of the village is 812 and it 
con~ists of the following Hindu Gastes : Golla. Vai
sya, Viswabrahmin and Scheduled Castes (46); 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricul tural lab()ur, trade, goldsmithy and othe r 
traditional occupations. 

The village deities Nukalamma, Padalamma, 
Porelamma, Thalupulamma and Gudupamma are 
worshipped in the form of stone images. 

Padalamma' festival is celebrated for one day 
on 'Ma~ka Bahula Amava~a ,(january-February). 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. 
This is of local significance. The patrons are the 
""ilLige Karnam and Munsiff. The Hindu residents 
of the village congregate without any distinction of 
caste or creed. 

Nukahmm'a festival celebrated on Pkalguna 
Bakula Dwadasi to Amava.ryQ (February-March) for 4 
~ays, Porelamma festival on Phalguna Bahula Amava
.rya (Februarv-March), ThaluJlulamma festival on 
Vaisakha Suddha Pumirila (April-May) are the other 
festivals that are celebrated in this village. 

SoURCE: Sri Ch. Su'ya Prakasa Rao, Singl' T,MA.,. 
Panchayat Samitki Elementary School; DosGltr
padu Agrakaram. 

,1. Gullipadu-Situated at a distance of'l mile 
from Gullipadu Railway Station, 20 miles from 
Yellamanchili and 30 miles from Narasapatnam. 

,. 
The total population of the village is 1, \ 98 and 

it consists of the following irindu Gastes: Brahmin, 
Vasya, Kshatriya, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, Man
gali, Telaga, Kamsali, Janga~, Uppara and .Sche
duled Castes ,(74) - Malas. Madigas. Tl;le chief 
meam of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
tural1abour, trade and other, traditional occupa~ 
tions. 

Sri RaIna temple in the centre of the village, 
Gudupamma temple at the outskirts of the village 
are the piaces of worship in this village. The idol 
of Gudupamma is 5 ftet in hei&ht, painted with 
colours. There are brass garag'alu also in the temple. 
Nuka!dmma and Ankalilmma are the other deities 
worshippl'd in'the form of wooden images under the 
trees in sacred abodes. 

Gudipamma ]alara is celebrated for 16 day. 
from Magha Suddka Dasami to Bakula Vasami 'eJanua
ry-February). Fowls, goats and sheeps are sacri· 
ficed to the deity near- the; temple. The deity is 
taken. III a procession froni the temple into the 
village. The devotees take sea-bath and observe 
fasting and jagaram. The ,devotees take intoxicants 
during the festival. This is of ancient origin and 
confined to the neighbouring villages. The resi
dents local and from the neighbouring villages 
congregate without .. any distinction of caste or 
creed. There are no pujarir. The village servants. 
Chakali and Mangali perform puja durin~ these 
16 days. On the last but one day' Veedhi Bhag9valham' 
is enacted. There is drama troupe in the village 
consisting of 10 members and the leader is Sri 
Mycherla Venkitaswamy belonging to Gundru
ball i village of this Taluk. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for 15 days 
from Phalguna Suddka Panckami to Bakula Panchami 
(Febr uary-March). . 

Sri Ramulavari Kalyanam is celebrated for 5 
days from Ckaitra Suddha Pallchami to Navami (March
April): Prasadam is distributed to all • 

SOUROE 1. Sri M. Murthy Raju, ViliagB Karnam. 
Gullipadu. 
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2. Sri Mulupuri Sri Rama Murthy, . Teacher, 

Gullipad_u. 

':5Z Nellipudl-Situated at a distance of 4 miles 

'~from Gullipadu Railway Station and 19 miles from 
y~naQlanchili. -

The total population of the villageis 963 and it 
1S made up of the following Hindu Castes: Ksha" 
triya, Vaisya; Sale, Kapu, Golla, Yerragolla, Telu
kala, 'Kamsali;' Scheduled Castes (299); Mala, 
Madiga and Muslims. The chief means of their 
~livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour. 
·trade, weaving and other traditional occupathns. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Pattalamma and 
Nukalamma with the stone 'statues in female form 
are the places of worship here, 

Pattalammil Panduga and Nukalamma Panduga 
.... e C:Clebrated for one day on Phalguna Bahula Chatur
.. (Pebruary-March). Actullly these two festivalll 
-are celebrated for 10 days from Phalguna Bahula 
PtWIu,mi to AmavasJII (February-March). Every day, 
the bralS images of the dei~ies are taken to every 
'boUSe in the villa,e. On the ninth d 4y night the 
-tle~otees oblerve jal-ttrdlttl and on the next day the 
-'1 b plaCed .in the temple. The c;levotees sa~ri· 

','.-8Cc _lI, goats and: .• beep in fulfilment of their 
4e,irU to tbe deity on the last day, at 5 O' clock in 
the morning. The devotees go to the temple with 
'COC4anuts ChlJimit!i, uat!apappu and sugarcane on 
CAalurt!tui morning. These are of ancien t origin 
·and of local Significance. The patrons and followers 
are Harijans and Washer men. The Hindu devo
'tees of the villa~e congregate numbering 4 to 5 
hundreds, wi thout any distinction of caste or creed. 
.Pujari is a Chakali of Pyd ip;}la gotram with heredi. 
'tary rights. 

Bhagdvatham, or burrakatha or street drama 
,are entertained. The darmas tr~ups are called from 
-tbe neighbouring villages. 

The devotees take sea-bath and observe fasting 
'1)n Magha Bahula Chaturdasi and Phalguna Sudd~a 
,Elcadasi and jagarana on 5ivaratri i.e. Magha Bahula 
,.Amavasya, (january-Februuy). 

Sri Sita Rama Kalyan'1,m is celebrated 
'...sutltlha Na"ami (Ma'rch~Ap-til)' and 
-distributed to all. The devotees wear 
-b"ajan_' are performed in the temple. 

on Chaitra 
prasadam is 

new clothes, 

On Ugatli, i. e., Cka;lra Suddha Pa".:J'ami (March:" 
April) the villagers take oil bath, go to the temple 
wearing new clothes and hear • Panc!!an~am.· 
Bhajans arc performed in the night and prasadaTfJ i. 
distnbuted to all. 

SOURCE ~ '1. Sri Mallavarapu Venkateswarlu, Vill4g~ 
Level Worker, Vempadu ([lia) Nakkapalli. 

2. Sri K. Bopeswar Rao, Single 
Panchayal Samithi El,mmta,y 
N,llipudi. 

Teaelter. 
School~ 

53 Gopalapamam-Situated at a 'distance of S 
miles from Tuni Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,827 arid 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin. 
Kshatriya, Telaga, Yata, Kamsali, Sale; and Sche
duled Castes (287)-Mala and Madiga. The chief 
means of tbeir livelihood are agriculture, agricul
turallabour and other traditional occupations . 

Sri Dharmalingeswaraswamy temple construc:
ted on a hillock called Sitammavari melta and NeTe· 
llamma temple are the places of worship' in thill 
viII_e. Paradesamma is also worship,ped by the 
villagers but there is no temple for the deity. 

Sri Dharmalinguwaraswamy festival is cele:" 
bra ted for one day on Sivaratri i. e, Magha Bahula 
Ckaturdasi (January-February). Vows are fulfilled 
and fruits are offered. The devotees observe fasting 
and jagarana on this day and on the n~xt day they 
take their meal early in the morning after taking 
bath. This is of very ancient origin and confined 
to the neighbouring villages. About 2,000 devotees 
from this and the neighbouring villages congregate 
without any distinction of caste or creed. Pujaris 
are Saivaites. 

Nerellamma festival celebrated for 25 days 
from Vaisakha Suddha Panchami to Bahula Amavas)'tJ 
(April-May) and Paradesamma Panduga celebrated 
from Bhadrapada Suddha Padyami (August-September) 
to Karthika Bakula Amavasya (October-November) for 
3 months are the other festivals. The pujaris are 
Yatas for these deitir:s, 

SOURCE: 1. Sri S. Veerabkadra RaQ, V,llage Karnam, 
GO/lalapatnam. 

2. Sri A. Srin,vasa Sarma, T,acher, Gopala
patnam. 

54 Namavaram-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Tuni Railway Station, three miles frOID 
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", 
(j~JIipadlJ Railway Station and 22 miles from 
Yellamanchili by road. The Cal.cut~-Madras 

Q~~nd Trunk Road passes through this village. 
tbi~ village was shifted- from the old site, which 
~al at i a mile distance from the present habitat 
and two and half miles from the G. N. T. Road, 
about 40 years back. The villagers were suffering 
from fire accidents, floods and infectious diseases. 
Sri 'Mounananda Saraswathi Swamivaru, 'who was 
th~ 'founder of Dattatreya Mandiram in Kurthalam 
village of Tenkasi taluk in Tinnevelli ,District of 
Tamil Nadu, on a request by his l isciple Sri 
Kanukollu Yerukaraju advued the villagers to 
shift the habitat from the old site and thus the new 
habitat came into existence. Sri Kanukollu 
Varadaraju, the Village Headman constructed a Sri 
Rama temple in the 1st Ward of the present village 
and installed tbe picture of Lord Rama in it. He 
buil~ his house besides this temple. Gradually, the 
v'illagers also constructed h~uses in this place 
leaving the old one. From that time onwards, 
there is gradual growth of this village. 

The total population of the village is 2,200 
and it consists of the following Hindu Castes: 
Brahmin, Oriya Brahmin, Vaisya. Devanga, Yada
va, Senapathi, Kshatriya, Vadla. Kamsali, Ch~ali, 
Mangali; Scheduled Castes (364}-Mala, Mlfiga; 
and Christians and Muslims, The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, 
trade and other traditional occupations. 

Two Sri Rama temples-one with the Lord's 
picture and the other with the images of Rama, 
Lak.shmana, Sita and sandals of the Lord in the 
new village and Maridamma temple and Nukala. 
'mma temple in the old village with the images of 
the deities in human form are the places of worship. 
T~ere is also Lakshmana gundam, a stone construc
tion. 

Lakshamma Gundam Uthsavam is celebrated for 
one day in Pushyam (Decrmber-January). This is 
celebrated either on 15th or 16th January. Aradhana 
is performed in the morning. Plantains, blouse 
pieces and kumkum are offered to the deity. Bhajans, 
Icolafams, golla suddulu and fencing with sticks are 
perf .rmed in the aftc!r-noon. Street dramas are 
also enacted during this festival. A pandal is eree
~ed before the gun~am during the festival for haTi
Itathas, dramas and street dramas to be staged. 
There are two drama troups 'Lakshmi Ganapathi 
Natya Mandali' and 'Jai Ganesha Natya Mandali'. 
'Ibis is a 50 ~ears old festival confined to the neigh-

bouring villages also. The patrons and trustees areo 
Telagas. The Hindu devotee~. locjl) .and from 
6 neighbouring villages congregate', without any 
distinction of caste or creed.' PujIJri is Sri Geddem . 
Sanyasi Rao, a Telaga with hereditary rights. 

Nukalamma Jatara and Maridamma Jatara: are' 
celebrated on KothamtWllSJa Le., Phalgrma Bakula Am4--

- tJasya (February-March) and Gandhamavasya i.~.> Chaitr
Bahuld ..4t1UlDasya (March-April) respectively. fowls, 
goats and sheep are ~crificcd to the deity. A. he
buffalo ill sacrificed to tlte deitieS on the first day 
morning. Some devotees offer loaked green gram 
'tial and rice flour mbed with.ja~gery to the deity. 
These are ancient festivals. The trustee is Sri 
Korimi Peda Appanna and the patrons are Yadavas. 
About 1,500 Hindu devotees local and from the 
neighbouring villages congr~gate without any dis
tinction of caste or creed. 

A fair is held in connection with the jalara for
Qne day near the temple. It is being heJd from an
cient times. About 1.,500 persons visit the fair. 
Eatables, lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures and 
photo~ of Gods, cloth and clothes and plastic toys are 
brought and sold in the fair. 

Srt Rama Navami is the other festival celebra
ted on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). The 
founder of this temple is a Brahmin. The trustee ill 
Kanukollu Bhaskara Murthy, li Brahmin with here
ditary rights. PuJari is also a Brahmin. There is, 
free feeding during this festival. 

There is free feeding during the Yardhanli cele
bration nf Gandhiji. There is a statue of Gandhiji 
in the 5th Ward of the village. On that day, the life 
history of Gandhiji is narrated to the villagers in the 
,the form of bu"akatha and speeches are delivered by 
the village leaders in the public meeting arranged 
for the occasion. 

The devotees observe fasting and jagarana on 
Ashada Suddha Ekadasi (June-July) and Pushya Suddha 
Ekadasi (December-January). 

Pushkara11l is celebrated in Pentakota village· 
which is 10 miles by road from this village. The· 
devotees take sea-bath on Magha Purntma and op 
Sivaratri. A big theertham is celebrated during thole· 
days near the sea-shore. 

SOURCE: Sri B. A. Wellingdon, Teacher, Special S(Witki 
Elementary School. NfJV(Jram. 
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':5~: Pa),akaraopeta-Sitllated on the left bank of 
"Thandava river, the boundary of Visakhapatnam 
District on the southern side separating East Goda
vari District, at a distance of 2 furlongs only from 
Tuoi town and Railway Station of East Godavari 
Diltrict. G. N. T. road passes through this village; 
Yellamanchili, the taluk Headquarters towni'S at a 
dil!lance of25 miles. 

The town is multi-ethnic in composition ha ving 
,a populatiop. of 8,655 consisting of Brahmins, Vai .. 
-syas, Kapus, Velamas, Kshatriyas, Kamsalis, Cha
blis, Mangalis, Medaras, etc.; Scheduled Castes 
(1,964)- Malas and Madigas; and Scheduled Tribes 
(208).' , 

. There are the temples of Pandurangaswamy, Sri 
Sjlh~ Ramaswamy.and Rama. 

1)~ Pandurangaswaniy tem~le of this village i'll 
.. , ~,raD,qu" temple. The full name of the Lord 
:U 11'1 Iladha-Rukminee Sametha Pandurangaswamy. 
tt,»a; constructed in 1934 chiefly by the Vaisyas or 

111il Yitl_ge. The idol of Pandurangaswamy is 5 feet 
,in Jieight with silver /(avacham and;the idols of Radha 
and tlukmini are 4 feet height. Three sets of Utsa
. lJa'Oigrahas (procession idols) are also there in the 
temple. Sri Godadevi, stone idol of 3 feet height is 
j~ a timaU temple structure adjacent to the Lord. 

The daily pujas are: Prabhatslva at 6 a. m; 
,Balabhogam at 8 a.m., DrQIJidQ'Oeda parayana 8 to 9 a.m., 
-and HtJmas or Astadikapalda batiharanam from 9 to 10 
,a.m., Mahtmniuedyam at II a.m. and deeparadhana and 
.}tutahpuja at 6 p.m. Thtertham and prasadam are distri-
buted to the devotees. About 20 devot~es visit the 
temllie daily. Laklhmi puja on Friday and Astotha· 

:.¥apuja on Saturday take place in the temple and 
about 50 people visit the temple on each of these 

,-days. 

,The special ulhsQlJamr celebrated in the temple are: 
,Laksha kumkuma puja on all Fridays in the month of 
,Sravanam (July-August), entire month of Dha'nurmasam 
Pu~h~am (December-January) and Kalyanam for 5 or 

<6 days (rom Magha Suddha Ekadasi to Padyami and the 
Lord is taken in procession in the town on all these 
days. For Krisbnas-htami recitation of D,avrda Veda 
takes place. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for I 
-day and panakam 'and 'lJlJdapappu are distributed among 
tbe audience. ,Dasara or Sarada Navaratrulu takes 
place for 9 days from ASrfiyuja Suddha Padyami to 
Nauami, Bhajanas takes place during the month of 
Srai/antJ and during Dasara. About 200 people attend 
-each .day on these days for the bhajanas. 

Pujnri is Sri Pisupati Raghavacharyulu, a 'Pan
charatra Srivaishanava Brahmin of Gowt,~roa 
gotram. AdhyapaUe is ,Sri N. Ch. S. Ramanjacha
ryu)u, a Srivaishanava Brahmin of Kousika golram. 
The paja,; and Adhyapalle are paid Rs. 35/- each 
towards their services and I bag of paddy towartlt 
mahanaiuedyam. Oil and other pUjl materials ate 
supplied by the Trust Board. 

About 30 acreS of wet land fetching a rent of 
Rs. 4,000 and buildings and shops fetching a rent of 
RI. 6,000 per annum, are the properties of the Lord. 
Apart from this, an income of about Rs. 5,000 is gOt 
over the marriages celebrated in the Tcalyanamanlaplltns 
on either side of the tempie. A fee of Rs. 10 is 
collected for each marriage and at times 30 to 40 
,marriages are celebrated here at a time. Magha, 
PJudg.na. CAailra, Yaisakha, Jaishta and Sravana are 
the auspicious months during which marriages are 
celebrated mostly . 

Sri N. Ch. S. Narayanacharyulu, a Sri 
Vaishanava Brahmin of Kousika gotram and 2 others 
are the trustees of the temple. A clerk on a monthly 
pay ofRs. 80 and a cook on a monthly pay of Rs. 
35/- are appointed by the Trust Board . 

Sri Sita Ramaswamy temple is very ancient. 
Major repairs were effected to the temple by 
24-8-1956. One foot high stone idols of Rama, 
Lakshmana and Sita are there in the temple. Daily 
pujas take place in the temple. The Pujari is Sri 
Muktevi Narasimhacharyulu, a Vaikhanasa Brahmin 
of Gowthama gotram. He resides with his family in . 
a house within the temple compound itself Sri 
Dasari Buli Venkataraju, a Vaisya is the Truste'e for 
this temple. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 1 day in the 
temple. The Lord is taken in procc:ssion from 8 to 
10 a. m. and about 600 people participate in the 
procession. PanaJcam and Dadapappu are distributed 
to the gathering. 

Another Rama temple is there in the village 
with coronation picture of Sri Rama. No daily 
pujas take place in the temple. Sri Rama Navam~ 
is celebrated for I day in this temple, by the Salea 
of the area. 

Opposite the Sita Ramaswamy temple there is, 
the temple of Mallipeddi Nag-amma Perantal", of Sale 
Caste. The Perantalu flag festival takes place for 1 
day on Ugadi from 1 to 6 p. m. and ovu 3,000 peo
ple mostly Sales (weavers) and othrr communities. 
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alto puticipate in the festival. On other days, there 
are no pujas in this temple. 

SOURCE: In/ormation collected by 
Sri Ch. PurnacluffiiJra Ratl, Economic -Invest;.., 
gator. 

S6 MaDgavaram-Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from Payakaraopeta, 31 miles from Tuni and 
28 miles from YelJamanchili. 

The total pop,.llation of the village is 3,178 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Bn.hmin, 
Kshatriya, Vaisya, Yata, Golla, Telukula, Kum
mari, Chakali, Mangali. Kamsali; and Scheduled 
Castes (277)-Mala, Madiga. The chief means of 
their livelihood agriculture, agricultural Jabour, 
trade and other traditional occupations. 

Nukalamma temple with her image in human 
form and Sri Rama temple are the places of worship 
in the village. \ 

Nukalamma Uthsavam is cel~brated for 30 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Padyami to Bahula Amavasya 
(February-March). Fowls, goats and sheep are 
lacrificed. The blood of sacrificed animals is 
collected in an earthen lid and the seeds orall grain 
crops are soaked in it. It is believed that the crop 
of the seedlings wh ich sprout up welt in the blood, 
yields rjch harvest. This festival is common 
throughout the district. Tbe deity has 3 acres of 
wet. land as inam. The patron belongs to Telaga 
community with hereditary rights.' Over 2,000 local 
people of all communities without any distinction 
of caste or creed congregate. Pujari is afisherman. 

Jatarq is being celebrated during ~me night only 
from ancient times. A fee of one rupee is collected 
to enter gundam which is filled with fire. 

The local businessmen keep a few shops selling 
fancy.goods. 

SOURCE: Sri.Al. Raja Ratnam, Headmaster, Samith, 
Higher Elementary School, Mangavaram. 

57. Peda Ramabhadrapuram-Situated at a dis
tance of 3 miles from Tuni Railway Station and 30 
miles from Yellamanchili. A person by name Peda 
Ramabhadra wa9 the first settler of this village. 
Hence the village is named after him as Peda 
Ramabhadrapuram after him. 

The total population of the village is 2,372 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Telaga, Kshatriya, Kapu, Kummari; Cha-

kali, Mangali, Kamsali, Sales; Scheduled Caste.~ 
(783)-:-Mala, Madiga, Chachadi, and Muslim. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculhrre, agri
cultural labour, employment, trade and other tradi- . 
tionaloccupations. 

There is the temple of Sri Rama on a hillock 
with the images of Sita, Rama and Lakshmana and. 
a mandapam below the hillock; Nukalamma temple 
with an image and a gaMga (earthen pot); Marida
mma temple with brass garaga, and a hut for Gon
themma with Her image are the places of worship 
in this village. Sathemmatalli in the form of babul 
tree (acacIa arabika) is also worshipped. 

Sri Kodanda Ramaswamy festival is celebrated 
for 5 days from Chaitra Suddka Ekatlasi to Purnima" 
(March-April). The festival is celebrated in the 
name of Srimathi. AvasaraJa Venkata. Ratnamma, 
a resident of tbis village who gave some land. for 
the temple. Fruits and flowers are offered to the 
Lord. Hair is offered. This is being celebrated 
since the inception of the village and is of local 
.si'gnificance. The income on the inam land is used 
for the festival expenses. The Hindu residents or
the village congregate without any distinction of 
caste or creed. Prasadam is distributed to aU and 
there is free feeding on Purnima. 

Dhannsu is also celebrated for one month during 
Dhanurmasam, i. e., Pushyam (December-January). 
in the same temple. Pujas are performed and. nai
vedyam is offered for the )Vho'e month. 

Nukalamma Uthsavam is celebrated lor 15 days. 
in Phalgunam (February-March) and Maridamma 
Panduga for one week in Asviyujam (September
October). Fowls, goats, sheep, buffaloes and pig. 
are sacrificed to botb tbe deities. A he-buffaloe is 
offered on Amavasya. If the festivals are not cek
brated in that particular period, the deity is believed 
to ask the villagers to perform the festiVal. The 
deities are worshipped with flowers. These ancient 
festivals are of local Significance only. The deities
have inam lands and the jataras are celebrated from 
the income on lands. The lands are in the namel
of the deities. 

Sathemm~Halli pujas are performed during the 
harvest season in Pushyam. (December-January). 

Gonthernmathalli is mainly worshipped by the 
Malas. The festival is celebrated for 15 days from' 
Karthika Suddha Padyami to P.rnima (October,. 
November). On the last day, the deity is immeraed, 
and mixed in Ganga (river). The deities ar~ wor.-
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Ihipped with flowers; and clothes, fruits and sweets 
are offered. Fasting and jagarana are also observed 
by the devotees. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Nemani Veera Venkata Satyanarayana 
Murthy, Teacher, P. S. E. School, Peda 
RamabhadrapuTam. 

2. Sri L. V. Raju, Karnam, Perla Rama-
bhadropuram. 

58. Satyavaram-Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from Tuni Railway Station by road and 30 miles 
from Yellamanchili. This village was ruled by the 
Kakarlapudi family dynasty in the past. There was 
a fort built by these rulers in a field in which tiles 
and small wooden articles are found while ploug
hing. It i. told that Shaltki is protecting the riches 
that are buried underground in the fort. There are 
many pandits and musicians in this village. 

The total population of the village is 3,356 and 
il consi.u of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, Telaga, Kamsali, Chakali; 
and Scheduled Caste (668) - Madiga. The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
tural labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Nukalamma and Maridamma, 
Bethalaswamy, Siva and Rama (2 temples) are the 
placCl of worship in the village. The image of Sri 
Venugopalalwamy is 3 feet in bigb; Nukalamma 
image i.4o feet higb; Maridamma image is 3 feet 
bilb aDd Bethalaswamy is w~rshipped in the form 
of a 5 feet high elephant. The image of Gowridevi 
is prepared every year. 

Sri Venugopalaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated 
for 5 days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima 
(January-February). Kalyanam is celebrated on 
Ekatltui. Fruits and flowers are offered. This is an 
ancient festival with local Significance. There are 
managing trustees for Sri Venugopalaswamy tern· 
pIe. Local Hindu devotees participate. Pedavali 
Peda Venkatachalamachari, a Vaikhanasa Brahmin. 
of Athreya gotram is the pujari with hereditary 
rights. Prosadam is distributed to all. 

Nukalamma Uthsavam on Pho[guna Bahula Amava
sya (March-April) for 15 days, Maridamma Uthsa
vam on Gandha Amavasya i. c., on Chaitra Bahula 
AmoD4.v'tI (March-April). Bethalaswamy Uthsavam 
on ASDija Suddha Dasami (September-October) and 
Gowri Devi Uthsavam on Karthiko Suddha Purnima 
(OCtober-November) are the other festivals. Ani· 
mals are sacrificed to Nukalamma and Maridamma. 

These festivals are of local significance and of anci
ent origin. The villagers are the patrons. Local 
people of all communities participate. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

SOURCE : < 1. Sri Vemuri Surya Prakasa Rao, }/eadmas
fer, Panchayat Samithi Elementary School, 
Satyavaram. 

2. Sri M. Venkata Narasimhamurthy, Village 
Karnam. Saryauaram. 

59. Pentakota-Situated on the left bank of Than
dava river. It is at a distance of7 miles from Tuni 
and on the coast at the confluence of Thandava 
river with the Bay of Bengal. 

It has a population 2,026 and is multi-ethnic in 
composition, consisting of Brahmins, Vaisyas, 
Kapus, Agnikulakshatriyas, VadabaIijas, Gollas, 
Chakalis and Mangalis; Malas, Madigas Scheduled 
Castes (332) persons. 

There are the temples of Siva, Rama and of the 
village deities Nukalamma and Muthyalamma: 

There is Ii feet high phallic emblem of Malle
swaraswamy and of Parvatidevi in the adjacent 
temple. Daily pujas are there in the temple. For 
Karthika Pournami Jwalathoraftam takes place here. 
For Magha Pournami, deity is brought to the Sfa and 
about 50,000 people take bath here jn the conflu. 
ence from 4 a. m. to 3 p. m. 

There is 5 acres of wet land and 3 acres of dry 
land for the temple. Sri Edida Dharmalingaswamy, 
a Sivarchaka Brahmin is the pujori and he enjoys 
the land and performs the pujas. Sri Chikkala 
Rama Rao s/o Surayya, Sri Chikkala Ramachandra 
Rao and Sri Pabbu Surya Prakasa Rao, all Kapus, 
are the trustees of the temple. 

In the Ramalayam, one foot high small stone 
idols of Rama, Sita and Lakshmana are there. 
Daily pujas are there for the Lord. Sr; Rama }/ava
mi takes place for 5 days. There is 2 acres of 
wet land for the temple. Pujari is Sri Thejomur
thala Venkata Rao, a Vaikhanasa Brahmin. 

The village deities Nukalamma with her 5 feet 
high stone idol and Muthyalamma with her I foot 
high wooden idol are also worshipped by the villa
gers. These deities have no regular pujas. Nuka
lamma deity has 2 acres of wet land. Jatara for the 
dei ty is celebrated for 3 days during the month of 
Kotha Amavasya (Phalguna Amavasya) every year. 
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{>uJiwi it "'Vadabatija cute. Muthyalamma deity 
has .. 110 !'acres of wet land, Jatara for the deity 
taket pla~ tor one day during Sravanam (August
September). 

SouRoE': Informatir».l CQll~lited, by Sri Ch. Pu rnachandra 
. RM, Economic InV8stigator. 

60 a.." .. r8J:ll~Situ!iteq at a distance of 6 miles 
from Tuai Railway Station by bus, 31 miles from 
Yellamanchili and J2 miles from Narasapatnam 
sub-division. Tuni-Pen)akota road passes through 
this village. Formerly, there ,was a seacport near 
this village. Salt w:u prepared in this place and 
there were salt-pans. 

Tb~ total population of the village is 921 and 
it conlisti of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin. 
K.,apu, Rajot-ka, Vadlbalija; Scheduled Castes (147)
Mala, Madiga. The chief mea'ns of their live
lihood are agriculture, agricultural labour. fisbing 
and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple and Mahankalamma temple 
are the places of worship here. 

Mlihankalamml f"lttivoal is celebrated for a day 
on Kotha Amavasya i. e. Pha[guTja Bahulq Amavasya 
(February-March). Fe.tival arrangements are made 
one week in advance. Fruits and flowers are offered 
to the deity. 

A fair is held in connection wi th the festival. 
S hOp3 selling eatables, utensils, lanterns, torchlights, 
mirrors, combs, pictures and photos of deities. 
religious books, milk 2lnd~hadloom cloth, readymade 
clothes, agricultural impl¢ments, baskets, toys etc., 
are opened. ' 

As this is a coastal <tillage, people come to this 
place in great numbers for the sacred sea-bath on 
Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February), Magha 
Banula Amavosja and Pu!hya Bahula Amavasya 
(December-January). 4- to 5 thousand devotees 
withjn a radius of 40 miles participate. 

SOURG.E : 1. Sri D. V. /V(Jr(Jsimha M!lrlhy, Rajauaram. 

·2. Sri A. Subba Rao, Teacher, Rajavaram. 

,61 Masahebupeta - Situated at a distance of 5 
mile$ from Tuni Railway Station and 33 miles 
from YellamanchiIi. The nearest point on bus 
route is also at Tuni. Thandava river flows by the 
side of the village and the waters of the river are 
t'eceived into a deep tank known as Thallagoyyi in 
this village. Satyavaram Raja threw into this 

Thallagoyyi, ~ set of musical instruments, namely 
DIldnka, Nagara, Mrida~gam and 'Sannayi etc .• 
which are said to play by themselves with no human 
being handHng them at Sunrise and Sl,1nset, when 
the estate of Satyavaram was confiscated by the 
Visakhapatnam Raja. The sacred music of the 
in strumen t5 was heard by t he viII agers near the 
deep tank till 1940 but now the tank is completely 
filled and even overflowing with water submerging 
the musical sound from inside. Some of the descend
ants of Satyavaram Raja are still in thili and Satya
\'aram villages. 

The total population of the village is 1,70;) and 
it consists of the following Hindu Ca.stes : ;Brahmin, 
Kshatriya. Telaga, Settibalija, Rajllka,. Mangali; 
Scheduled Castes (244)-Mala, Madi&a.and Mualims. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple and Muthyalamma temple with 
Her image in female form are the places ·of worahip 
here. 

Muthyalamrna Panduga is celebrated for 30 
days from Magha Babula Amavasya (January
February) to Pkalguna Bakala A~uasya (February
March) from ancient times. Fowls and goats are 
sacrificed for the welfare of the villagers. Jagaram 
is ,observed on Phalglma Bahula ;Arnavasya (February
March). TeJagas, Malas, Madigas and Settibalijas 
are the patrons. Local people of all communities 
palticipate. Pujari is a Settibalija with hereditary 
rights. 

Jagaram i~ observeq at} Sri Rama Navami i, e., 
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (1-.h rch -April). 

Sea· batb is taken in Pentakota on Pushya Bahula 
AmavasYIl (December-J~nuary) and on Magha 
Suddha Pumima and Amavarya (January~February). 

SOURCE Sri Dhanyamraju Venkala Rzju, Villag, !Lar
nom, j\1asahebupeta. 

62. Sreeramapuram-Situate4 at a dist~nce of 
about 4 miles from Tuni ,R.ailway Station and about 
25 miles from Yellamanchili. 

The total pop1llation of the village is 2,346 and 
it consists of the follo~ing Hindu Castes; Brahmin, 
Kshatria, Kapu, Tel~ga. Golla, Padma.ale, 
Viswabrahmin, Chakali, Mangali, Cbachchadi, 
Settibalija and Scheduled Castes (608)-Mala, 
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Madiga. The chief mean. of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour, weaving and other 
traditional occupations. 

Sri Sita Rama temple and Gramadevatha Nuka
lamma temple are the places of worship. Durg'l
lamma is being worshipped with no temple. 

Nukalamma and Durgalamma Gramadevathala 
Uthsavam is celebrated for 15 days from Phalguna 
Bakula Padyami to Amavasya (February-March). 
Fruits are offered. Fowls, goats' and sheep are 

sacrificed. Puja. fasting, jagaram and sea-bath are 
the common domestic observances. This is an 
ancient festival confined to the village. All the 
villagers partIcIpate without any distinction of 
caste or creed. 

Sita Rama Kalyanam on Chaitra Suddha Ekadasi 
(March-April) and Sanlran,j in Pushyam (Decem
ber-January) are the other festivals of the village. 

SOURCE : Sri K. Ramakrishna Rao, Revenue Inspector, 
Sriramapuram. 
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Plate XVII. Tombs of Sri Alluri Sitharama Raju and Gam 
Gantana Dora nea.r Krishnadevipeta. 

(St. No.1, Narasapatnam Taluk, p.77.) 

.I 
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1!l1'l ..... evipet.-Situated on the Narasapatnam
Koyyur·road at a distance of 16 miles from Narasa
opatnam it better known as K.D. Peta. 

.IKrishnadevipcta has a population of 953 at the 
1961 Census count comprising Brahmin, Vais),a, 
Kahatriya, Velama, Golla, Medara, Viswabrahmin, 
Kl1mmari, CbaltaIi, Mangali, etc., castes of Hindus; 
~ala, Madiga-5cheduled (lastes (131) and Kam
.marlu tiNs Ojulu-a Scheduled Tribe (75). 

Kriahlladevipeta flasbed into news during the 
timet of the well-known insurrection by late Sri 
Alluri Seetharama Raju. He WaS a terror to the 
British Government. He was a great patriot who 
~railie. hundred. of tribal people in fencing and 
archety.to rev.1t against the British Government in 
order ~. brin, freedom and independence to the 
.country.' . About 70 followers held by Sri Seethara
maraju attacked the Krishnadevipeta Police Station 
.and t*,oger the guns 'in 1922. The area of his 0.,....... Wat the A,eRcy of Visakhapatnam and 
East O ..... i di'tti~l. After much trouble and 

-time, he wat stated to have been betrayed by one 
-of hi' lieu~_u Sri Gam Mallu Dora and was shot 
dead at K01y&'U in 1926. The physical remains of 
:Sri ltaju ~nd Sri Gam Gantam Dora, his trusted' 
lieutenent and elder brother Sri Mallu Dora were 
'<:remated on the banks of Bodderu flowing by the 
;side of Krishnadevipeta. 

Sri Alluri Seetharamaraju Memorial Renovation 
.com.ittee was formed at the instance of the Gover~ 
nment of Andhra Pradesh. A mausoleum with mos
iac. flooring and a dome were constructed at a few 
yards distance from the tombs. It is 'proposed to in
stall a bronze bust of Sri Raju in the mausoleum. 

In this village there are the temples of Appiko
ndamrna, Sri Rama and Anjaneya Swamy a nd a: 
ilhrinf) of Marinamma deity. There is a human size 
cement idol of Sri Chikela Bhaskara Rao Naidu of 
Velama caste, who was a close associate of Sri See-
1harama Raju. Sri Naidu was a great scholar, poet, 
-patron of fine arts, culture and a sadhu wearing 
'Saffron e}othrs-. He gave patronage to Sri Raju dur .. 
iog the 4- years of his stay in these parts. He had 

many unpublished works to his credit. He died 
in 1953. 

Appikondamma deity's temple i. in the village. 
A hill named after the deity, as Appikonda is 
there at a distance of 6 furlongs to the north-west of 
the villag~. The deity issymbolised in garagas (pots) 
in the temple. 

Appikondamma latara takes place for 10 days 
either in the month of Chaitram (March-April) or 
Vaisakham (April-May). A gO(~t is sacrificed to the 
deity on behalf of the village and devotees sacrifice 
fowls on behalf of their household, There is 4-
acres of land for the deity fetching an annual rent 
of Rs. 400. About 3,000 people gather to witaess the 

. jat4ra. The:e is no pujari for this temple. The trm. 
tees are Sri Chitikela Appala Naidu, Sri Logudu 
Sri Rama Murthy and Sri Surla Yerram Naidu, all 
belonging to Velama caste. 

There is a Rama temple with human size pain
ted cement idols of Rama, Lakshmana and ·Sit. abd 
coronation picture in it. Sri Konda Venkataswamy, 
a Sathani Vaishnava is the pujari. About Rs.!,OOO 
are collected by the villagers as donations and with 
that amount Sri Rama Navami festival is celebra
ted for one day on a grand scale. Panakam and·vada-· 
pappu arc distributed as prasadam. 

About 200 people visit the Anjaneya temple 
on all Tuesdays. Sri Veldi Satyanara~ana is the 
"!ljari. Corbans offered by the devotees to the pujar; 
as his remuneration. 

SOURCE : Information collected by Sri Ch. Purll12,II,ndra 
Roo, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Srj Surla 'l'errama Naidu, Ex. Member 
of the Village Panrhayat Trustee, Appikon
damma Temple. 

2. Acency L8kshmipuram-Situated at a dis
tance of 16 miles from Narasapatnam and 34 miles 
from Narasapatnam Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 4,744. It 
comprises of Brahmins, Vaisyall, Kapus, Gollas. 
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Kammaris, Velamas, Kummaris, etc.; Scheduled 
Castes (748)-Malas, Madigas-Scheduled Tribes (94). 
The ~hief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, trade ano 'other traditional 
occupations. . 

The temples of Maridamma, Appikondamma, 
Sri Rama and Anjaneya are the places of worship 
here. 

Maridamma Jatara is celebrated in Bhadrapadam 
(August-September). Fow Is and goats are sacrificed 
to the deity. This is an ancient loca I festival. All 
communities of the village participate. 

Neela Kantheswara Aradhana and Theertham 
are celebrated for 2 days riming Sankranti in 
Pushyam (December-January). Procession and jatara 
are performed. Devotees offer fruits, flowers, etc, 
to the deity. Bhajans ,,£ford entertain,ment. Local 
people of all communitifs p:uticipate. ' 

The village is the native place of Sri Alluri 
Seetharama Raju, the great revolutionary leader, 
who organised rebe lIion aga inst the British rule in 
order to liberate the tribals and the country from 
the British Imperialism. He breathed hi s last in 
this eifort, having become a victim to the British 
guns. A tomb was constructed over his cropse here 
and a festival is celebrated in Chaitram (March-April) 
for a week in his memory. Meetings are conducted 
and speeches are delivered by leaders. There is free 
feeding and free distribution of clothes. Burrakathas, 
hariltalll"s and competitions afford entertainment. 

SOUlU:. : Sri S. Chinnaiah. Teacher, S.E. School, 
Agency Lakshmipuram. 

3. Lingampeta hamlet of Kothamallampeta
Situated at a distance of 13 milts from Narasapat
nam Of Narasapatnam-K. D. Peta Road. 

The total population of the village including 
the hamlet is 2,563. It consists of Vaisyas, Kapus, 
Kamsalis, Sales, Chakalis, Mangalis, Telis; Sche
duled Castes (239) and Scheduled Tribes (55). The 
chief means of their live! ihood are agriculture, agri
cultural labour, carpentary and other traditional 
occupations 

Nukalamma temple in a thatched house is the 
plue of worahip. Her awe-inspiring image is about 
G fee' high in human form painted with colours. 
Tbili deity had established herself 200 years ago. 

Nukala,mma jatara is celebrated for 10 days 
from Phalguna Bahula Amavasya (February
March) with great pomp for the first 3 days both 
during nights and days. Puja is performed on the 
first day with offering of a new saree and nGiv,dyam. 
A goat is scrificed on the second day, animal sacri
fices are also made at homes on that evening. Fruits, 
flowers, clothes, hair, etc., are offered to her. This 
is a common festival throughout this area. A Kapu 
is the patron. This deity ownS 36 acres of land 
which was enjoyed by the. pujari Sri Golukonda 
Tirupataiah upto 1960; he used to perform the 
pujas and uthsavams to the deity. Lateran it is 
taken up by Government and is treated as an 
Endowment. Some thousands of Hindus from the 
neighbouring 20 villages and from Narasapatnam, 
YeUamanchili, Anakapalle and Tuni congregate. 
Pujari is a Kapu of Paidipala gotram with hereditary 
right~. Prafadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is conducted. The shop-owners come 
from K., D. Peta, Narasapatnam, Jogupeta, etc. 
Foodstuffll, eatables, utensils, mirrors, combs, torch 
lights, Ayurvedic medicines, books, pictures, clothes. 
and agricultural implements are also sold. Dramas, 
bhagavalhams, circus, magic and lotteries afford 
entertainment to 10 thousand visitors. 

SOURCE: Sri Ch. Rama Naidu, Teacher, Lingampeta. 

4. Golugonda-Situated at a distance of 28 miles 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway S.lation Narasa
patnam-K. D. Peta motor road. This village waS 
fir ka headquarters of the same name in the past. 

The total population of the village is 3,578 and 
is made up of Tela gas, Sabaris, Telukalas; Scheduled 
Caste (912)-Malas; and Scheduled Tribes (25). The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Dhara Malleswara Swamy temple with a stone
Sivalingam on Dhara hill is the place of worship for 
Hindus_ There is a Petrla Chavidi. The water fall 
on hill flows throughout the year like A};asaganga. 
Santhanasila (stone that endows ch ildren) gives 
importance to this place. Women who embrace the 
santhanasila with devotion are said to be blessed with 
children. They often name their children after the 
deity Dhara Malleswara Swarny. 

Dhara Malleswara Swamy Theertham is cele
brated for 3 days from Magha Bakula Chalurdas; 

. (January-February). KesokhandanaTn$ are performed 
and cocoanuts are offered. Devotees take bath in 

_ the water falls, worship the Lord and observe y.,gtJTOTn: 
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--during the night. This is of ancient origin. This 
temple is taken by the Endowments Boa.rd. Devotees 
from the Qeighbouring villages within a radius of 40 
miles cO!lgregate. Pujari is a Jangam with heredi
tary rights. 

A few shops are kept for 3 days by the mer
chants of the neighbouring villlges. Foodstuffs, 
eatables, mirrors, comb's, books, pictures are sold. 

Harikathas, bhagavathams and magic affi)rd enter
tainment. Thousands of people witness them. 

SOURCE;' Sri K. A. V. V. L. Narasimhacharyulu, 
Headmaster, Golugonda. 

5. Ro}ugunta-Situated at a :listance of 6 miles 
from Narasap-ataam,' 19 mile. from N'lraSapatnllm 
Road R'lilway Station and 36 miles from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 3,667 and 
it is'l_Dade up of Brahmins, Visw<lbrahmins, Devan
gas, Velamas, Kapus, Yatas, Chakalis, Mangalis; 
Scheduled Castes (235). The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour. 
trade, employment, carpentry and weaving. 

The temples of Sri Venkata Ramana Murthy, 
S:ltyanarayana Murthy, Seetha Ramaswamy, Parva
thi Devi are there in the village. Nukalamma, 
Paradesamma and Pothuraju are also worshipped. 

Gowri-Parameswari Mahothsavarn is celebrated 
from Pha[guna Bahula Panchami (December-January) 
for 5 days. Flowers and fruits are offered. This is 
being celebrated for the past 70 years and is con
fined to this and the neighbouring vilI.lges. About 
2,000 Hindu devotees congregate. 

A fair is held in this connection. Foodstuffs, 
-eatables, lanterns, torchli&hts, mir-ror~, combs, pic
tures and toys are sold. Circus, Bandla veshamulu and 
dramas afford entertainment. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for 16 days 
from Phalgunf,J Suddha Chaturdasi to Bahula Amavasya 
(February-March). Fruits, flowers and neivedayam ar~ 
offered. Fowls, go~ts and sheep are sacrificed to the 
<Ieity. This is a local festival. 

Pothuraju festival is celebrated on Mahasivaratri, 
i.e., on Magha Bakula Chat~rdasi (January-February) 
andprasadam is distributed to all. ' 

'SOURCE: Sri ]egg!"manfhri Rgma Rao, Te'1cker, Rolu-
gunta. 

6. Cheemalapadu alias Kalyanapulova-Situated 
in the forest at a distance of 4 miles from Kothakota. 
Narasapatnam Road is the nearest Railway Station. 

The total population of the village including its 
24 hamlets is 1,079; of this 1,062 are Scheduled 
Tribes. The chief means of their livelihood are 
agricu lture, agricultural labour and other tradi,. 
tional occupations. 

Siva temple and Kal yanapu Pothuraju temple 
are the places of worship in the vi llage. Kalyanapu 
Pothuraju, a great devotee of Lord Siva 'died here 
and a temple was built in his memory. River 
Varaha flows beside the temple of Pothuraju in the 
forest and it is an Uthara Vahini (a river flowing to 
the north). 

Pothuraju Uthsavam is celebrated for 3 days froD;l 
Mahal'ivaratri i. e., Magha Balzula Chaturdasi (Janu
ary-February). Pujas and naivedyams are offered. 
Many people offer hair and many celebrate marria
ges in this kshetram. All the money that is offered 
to the Lord is put in hU71di. Cucurbita is otfered, 
by the agency people on a large scale. This festival 
is confined to this and the neighbuuring taluka of the 
district. This temple is taken up by the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable Endowments Board. 
Over 4,000 devotees of all caste congregate' 'from 
this and the neighb1uriag villlges in the di,strict. 
Bond Sanyasayya is th~ pujari. 

A few shops sell foodstuffs, fruits, utensils, 
fancygoods aNd toys. 

Bhagavatham entertains about 2,000 devotees on 
the three nights. An agricultural exhibition is 
arranged by the Rolugunt'l Vilhge Panchayat. 
Boarding arrangements are made for the police 
department and other Government Staff. 

SOURCE; 1. Statement of Fairs alld Festivals furnished 

~y the District Health Officer, Vi51lkhajltltteam. 

2. Sri Madhira Kanakam, Assistant Kaf'7fam, 
Kothakota. 

7. Jaggampeta-Situated ata distance of 14: miles 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station viII Kail
asapatnam and Gotuvada. 

The total population of the village is 2.312 [t 
consists of Kapus, Velamas, Gallas, Chakal~s, 'Man_ 
galis, Telakulas; Scl:leduled Castes (172); and Sche
duled Tri bes (17). The chief means of their liyeli
hood area griculture, agricultural labour and 9th~r 
traditional occupations. 
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The temples of Rama, Paradesamma, Nukal
amma and Maridamma are the places of worship. 
Paradesamma and Nukalamma are Gramad,vathas 
(village deities). 

Paradesamma Uthravam is celebrated in Chaitram 
(March-April) for 5 days. Fowls and goats are 
sacrificed to the deity. This is a local fe.tival~ 

Pujar; is a Kapu with Paidipala gotram. Jagaram is 
observed domestically by the villagt:rs. 

SOURCK: Sri P. Nookaraju, Jaggampeta. 

8. Kothakota-Situated on the Narasapatnam Vad
dadi road at a distance of 10 miles from Narasapat
nam, 28 miles from Narasapatnam Road Railway 
Station and 31 miles from Anakapalle. The origin 
of the village is traced to 1700 A.D. This village was 
in Peddapuram Samsthanam in the past and a fort 
named Kothakota was constructed here. This village 
was lateron taken over by the British \Government 
as the Samsthanam failed to pay the tax. 

The total population ef the village including its 
four Ilamlets-Kannampeta, Ummavaram, Godaba
palem and Ragavapeta, is 10,421 and it is made up 
of the following communities: Brahmins, Vaisyas, 
Telagas, Telis, Chakalis, Mangalis. Scheduled 
Castes {l,196)-Mala, Madiga; Scheduled Tribes (63) 
and M\lslims. 

Vrushabha Rajaswamy temple, 6 Rama temples, 
3 Nukalamma temples, Modakondamma temple, 
Durgalamma temple. Kesavaswamy temple and 
Rajalingaswamy temple all in one compound are the 
places of worship in the village. Very rarely we see 
Siva and Kesava installed in one compound. Vru
shabha Rajaswamy is in the form of animal. 

Siva Kesava Uthsavam is celebrated on Karthika 
Suddh" Purnima (October-November) for one day and 
.EGlyanq Mahothsavam is celebrated in Vaisakham 
(April-May). Fruits are offered. Fastings and per
forming abhishekams are the domestic observances. 
This ill of ancient origin with local significance. 
Trustees are employed by the Hindu Religious and 
Charitable Endowment Board. All local people 
participate. Pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary 
rights. . 

Vrushabha Rajaswamy Uthsavam is cele\>rated 
every year, A bull called, Simhadri Appanna, died 
here. The villagers worshipped it as a dei ty, cons
tructed a mantapam and installed an image at a cost 
efRs. ~OO/-. The celebra tion is for 5 days from 
MGI'h4 SllIidha Ekadasi to Purn:ma (January-February). 

Fruits, ltumkum and saffron are offered. Thi. i. an-. 
ancient festival. The village elders are the patrons_ 
About 2 to 3 thousand devotees of this and the
neighbouring villages and towns such as Narasapat
nam, Chettupalle, Lakshmipuram, Ninjagonda, 
Rolugunta, Konthalam, Kanchugamela, Komara-
volu, Thutipala. Tadapala, Jaggampeta, Kothapat
nam, . Chennavaram, Gangavaripadu, Arjapuram, 
Dondapudi, Medivada and Ravi Komatham cong
regate. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

A fair is held in this connection for 5 days. 
Merchants come from Rolugunta, Kothapatnam, 
Medivada, Dondapudi and· Kotllakota. Abo\lt 3~ 
street hawkers, sell foodstuffs, eatables, utensils,.. 
mirrors, combs, lanterns, torchlights, pictures of 
political leaders and gods, clothes and baskets. Cock 
fighting, dramas, bhagavatham, burrakatlras, }otteries~ 
bhajans, kolatams, ete., afford entertainment. 

Anna Sarttkarpana (free feeding) takes place on the
.first day and 10 bags of rice is cooked. 

Moda Kondamma Uthsavam is celebrated. 'owls. 
~re sacrificed to the deity. This is a local festival. 

In Ummavaram hamlet the temples of Vishnu 
and Siva are the places of worship. A wooden image 
of Nukalamma is worshipped in a small hut of pal
myra leavell. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrat~d on PhGItuna
Bahula Amavasya (February-March)' for one day. 
Fowls and goats are sacrificed. Fruits and lowers·, 
are offered. The expenses are met from the collec
'tions made: by the Village Munsiff. This is of an
cient origin and local Hindus participate. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Madhira Ktlndam, Asst. X.mam, 
Kothakota. 

2. Sri K. V. Raghavaswamy, ViIlag' Level' 
Worker, Kothakota. 

3. Sri M.V. Satyanarayana Murty, Tllcher, 
Zilla Parishad High IcAoo!, Kotha"!olll. 

4. Sri Ch. Raghava &0, Teacher, Ummuflram. 

9. Tatipala-Situated at a distance of 10 miles 
from Narasapatnam. Two persons, Thutidu and 
Thatidu had each a village in their name. This, 
belonged to Thutidu and hence i. known as l'huti
pala. There is another village Thatipala ill the 
neighbourhood. 

The total population {)f this village is 2,347 and 
consisls of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kamsalis, Velamas; 
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Scheduled Castes (1 57)-Mala, Madiga and Chachadi 
and Dudekula. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

The wooden images of Nukalamma and Gow
ram rna placed under a tree are worshipped by the 
villagers. 

Nukabmma Panduga is ce1ebrated for one day 
on Phalguna Bakula Amavasya (February-March) with 
local congregation 

Gowramma Panduga is also celebrated fpr one 
day in the beginning of the year for the welfare of 
the people and for prutection against epidemics. 

Adavi Rajula Panduga is another festival. Fowls 
and anlmal.s are ucrificed to the deity by the villa
lers. The, palt,oDa arc 1he villa,e elders. A Rajaka 
IT)~b'\'' ." -.' .', . ,-. -_'!!J'¥ . ,.~, 
:'if);.ittl"-' Kof.1fJtlfitMmtam is celebrated for one ,;ij. .f.",_ (Dec<mb"'-JaQua<y). This i. of 
. ' , ._ origin. About one thousand devotees of 
.-' g" ·.fad the neighbouring villages congregate. 
Y~stum, eatabks, ut~nsils, mirrors. combs, books 
and baskets are sold. Merry-go-rounds and 
b/lajans afford entertainment to about one thousand 
visitors. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Seetha Ramaiah, Drill Teacher, Zilla 
Pari shad High School, Makavaratn. 

10. ChettupalJe-Situated at a distance of 3! 
miles from Narasapatnam on Narasapatnam-Vad
dadi Road and 22 miles from Narasapatnam Road 
Railmay Station. 

The total population of the village is 3,945 and 
it is made up of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kapus, Kam
salis, Kammaras, Devangas, Chakalis, Mangalis; 
Scheduled Castes (387)-Mala, Madiga, Chachadi 
and Scheduled Tribes (43). The chief means of their 
livel ihood are agriculture and allied occupation s. 

The-temples of the village deities Pydithal1amma 
and Nukalu Thalli with their images in human 
form, the family deity Atchamma Peranta[u with Her 
image in the form of an ant-hill are the pbces of 
worship. 

Atchamma Perontal" Uthsovam is celebrated fur 
one day on Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March-April) for 
the past 150 years with local congregation. This 
festival is ,celebrated in memory of Atchamma, a 
Mala woman, who performed sati on this day. A 
Mala is the pujari. 

Pydithallamma festival is -celebrated on Mllgkll 
Suddha Purnima (january-February) for one day. 
Fowls and goats are sacrificed. Mopada PydithaHi. 
Naidu is the patron and Mopada Dharmarao il 
the PUjfl1i. This is a local festival. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated on Phalgun. 
Bakula Amavasya (February-~arch) for one day. 
Fowls and goats are sacrificed. The patrons arc 
the village leaders. Local people participate. A 
Mala is the pujari. 

These festivals are of ancient OrtgIn with local 
significance. Ajatara is celebrated. Arrangementt 
for theEe festivals are made one week in advance. 
Bhagavathams and street dramas afford entertainment. 
A few shops are kept with eatables and fancy good. 
for all these festivals. All Hindu castes participate. 

SOURCE : Sri Bollapra:ada SurJanoroyana, Clzettupatle. 

It Duggada-Situated at a distance of 2 milel, 
2 furlongs from Narasapatnam-Tuni Road by cart 
route and 5 milts from Narasapatnam by road . 

The total population of the village is .409, co~. 
prising Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Kshatriya and 
Padmasale castes. The chief means of livelihood or 
the people are agricu1ture, labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

The temples of Rama, Siva with stone Siva
lingam and Gramadwalhas Nukalamma, Maridamma 
and Vemalamma with their images in Shalttlzi form 
are the places of worship in the village. 

Nukalamma Panduga i6 celebrated in Plralguna~ 
(February-March) from ancient times with local 
congregation. Fowls, goats and fruits are offered. 

Ramaleelothsavam in Pushyam (December- Janua
ry), Sri Ramalingeswara Karyal10m in Magham (Jan
uary-February), JwalathoranothsaMm in Karthikal1ll 
(October-November), Maridamma UthsfJvam in Sra
vanam (July-August) and Vemalamma Paftduga in 
Karthikam (October-November) are the other festi~ 
vals of the village. Arrangements are made ten 
days in advance. The image. ap: taken out in 
procession. There is inam land to the Siva temple. 
The pujari is a Brahmin wilh hereditary rights 
The eXpenses of the uthsolJams of other deitiu arc 
met from collections from the villagers. All Hind~ 
communities participate. 

Feasts on festival days and jagarana on MahasivIJ
ratri (January-February) are the domestic obser~ 

vances. 
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SOURCE: Sri P. Rfllna Rao, Teacher, Vemulapudi. 

12 Narasapatnam-Thisis the taluk headquar
ters as we 11 as Divisi,?nal Headq 'lart~rs town situa
ted at a di,tance of 18 miles a'1d 6 furlongs from 
Narascpatnam Ro('.d Railway Station, 29 miles 
from Anakapall ... , 30 miles fr(.lm Tuni and 50 mile. 
from Visak hapatnam, the district headquarter s, 
This town is constructed in the land of Chakali 
Narasi (a Washer woman) and hence it is called 
Narasipatnam( ;60:V;:'~Ell~) though in official r("cords 

it is written both as Narasipatnam as well as Nara
sapatnam. 

The total population of the town is 22,768. It 
is multi-ethnic in compositi()n consisting of Brah
min, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Kamsali, Chakali, 
Mangali, Kummari, Kamsali, Kammari, etc.) 
castes; Scheduled Castes (1975)-Mala, Madiga, etc., 

\ 

Sched uled Tribes (190); Christians and Muslims, 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural I abour, trade and artisan 
services, which are of traditional nature. 

The temples of Lord Venkateswara, Sitarama
Swamy, Rama, Nukalamma with Her It feet high 
image painted in colours and Maridamma with Her 
wooden image are the places of worship for Hindu 
devotees. There are one church and one mosque for 
Christians and Muslims respectively. An image of 
Pothuraju is in front of the temple of His sister 
Nukalamma. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
from Phalguna Bahula Sapthami to Amavasya (February
March) every year with a belief that they would 
be protected from epidemics. There is a belief 
that many people in the village died of epidemic 
diseases because the festival was not celebrated 
once. Hence from that time the festival is celebra
ted regularly once in a year. Garagas (image of 
deity) and prabkar are taken in procession during 
the nights for 9 days observing jagarana. Kumkum, 
turmeric, ghatams, fruits and flowers are offered. 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed at their 
houses. This is of ancient origin. Sri R uthala 
Latcha Patrudu Ex- M. L. A. and a former Village 
Munsiff belonging to Velama caste is the chief 

. patron. The local Hindus participate. Two girls 
belonging to the' Velama and Golla castes are the 
/Jujaris and they often get possessed of the deity. 

Maridamma festival is celebrated for 7 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Navami to Purnima (March
April) once in two years. Kumbham (cooked rice) 

is offered. All the villagers offer food in small 
earth ern p:>ts and arrange them around the temple~ 
All the food in the pots is kept on a mat in front of 
the temple. The expenditure of the uthsava1n is met 
from the collections made from the villagers. Jaga
rams and fastings are the common domestic obser
vances. 

Balighattam is Ii miles to the south-west of 
Narasapatnam. It owos its importance to the 
ttmple of Brahmalingeswaraswamy which is located 
at the foot of the small hill on the other side of the 
river Varaha. The shrine, like that of Visweswara 
of Banares faces west, instead of east as usual. It 
is said that where a Sivalingam faces west and the 
nearby river runs north, that place is equal to Kasi 
(Bmares) and there one will surely obtain celestial 
bliss. So this place is particularly sacred and 
added to this, the temple was believed to have been 
built and the Lingam established by Lord Brahma, 
the creator. 

The river is supposed to have been formed by 
Vishnu during the Varahavatara (incornation of 
Lord Vishnu). Therefore. the river is known as 
Varahanadi. The deposits of white clay on the 
river bank are supposed to be the ashes of a sacri
fice performed by the great Bali, the demon-king 
from whom the village took its name as Baligha. 
ttam. 

'Mah«sivaratri Uthsavam is celebrated for. ten 
days from Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-Feb
ruary) during day time. This ancient festival 
attracts 10 to 15 thousands from this and distant 
villages of the district. The devotees also worship 
Satyanarayanaswamy whose temple is on the way 
to Eswara temple. 

A fair is held and eatables, foodstuffs, utensils, 
mirrors combs, books, pictures and toys are sC)ld. 
There is free feeding to two hundred people for 3. 
days near Uttaravahini River. Burrakathas, Bhagava 
thams, lotteries, etc., entertain the visitors. 

In Peda Boddepalle area Nukalamma temple 
with Her 6 feet high Shakthi image in. sitting pos
ture and 3 Rama temples/are the places of worship. 

Nukalamma Jatara is celebrated for 3 days from 
Phalguna Bakula Amavasya (February-March). Goats, 
fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. This 
is celebrated since the inception' of the village and 
the expenses are met from the contributions of the 
villagers. Local people of all Hindu communities 
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participate. There are three pujaris belonging to 
Madiga and Mala communities for these days with 
hereditary rights. Praradam is distributed to all. 

Kanaka Mahalakshmi Tirunala Is being celebra
ted for one day from ancient times. About 2 to 3 
thousand devotees of this and the neighbouring 
villages within a radIUs of 4 miles congrF,gate. 
Rama bhajana affords entertainment. About 50 
shops are kept with foodstuffs, eatables and fancy 
goods. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri R. L. Sidihan'hy, Teacher, Narasapat
nam. 

2. Sr. P. Bltadrachalam, Teacher, Zilla Pari
shad Smior BasIc School, Narasapatnam. 

3. Sri N. V. L. Narasimhamurthy, B. Com., 
Taluk Statistical Assistant. 

4. Sri, M. Gurunadham, Te[ugu Pand!f, Peda 
B()ddepalle. 

5. Sri Ch. Purnacizandra Ra(), Econamic In. 
vestigator, Cellllls Office, Hyderabad. 

13. Chinabhairavabhupathi Agraharam-Situated 
at a distance orabout 11 miles from Narasapatnam. 

The total population of the village is 596 and it 
is made up of Brahmin, Velama, Chakali, Mangali, 
Uppara, Kamsali castes and Scheduled Castes (54) -
Mala, Madiga. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

Nukalamma temple with Her stone image is the 
place of worship in the village. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for one day on 
Phalguna Bahula Amavasya (February-March). A hut 
and a pandal are erected for the occasion. This is 
celebrated for the welfare of the villagers and f()r 
good yields of harvests. Sarees and fruits are offered 
to the deity. Fowls, goats and sheep are taken to 
the temple on the last day in procession with music 
and are sacrificed at the deity. The local Hirdus 
participate. 

The villagers take sea-bath and river-bath and 
observe fasting and jagaram on Sivaratri, i.e., on 
Magha Bahula Amavasya (January-February). 

SOURCE: Sri P. Nukaraju Sarma, Teacher, Chinabhai-
ravabhupathi Agraharam. 

If 'Nathavaram-Situated at a distance of 12 
Iniles from Narasapatnam by bus and 18 miles from 
Tuni Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 3,078 and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Kapu 
Sristikarnam, Devanga, Sale, Kummari, Mangali" 
Viswabrahmin, Rajaka, Golla, Endra, Yata, Hindu'. 
castes; Scheduled Castes (566) and Scheduled 
Tribes (26). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi-. 
tional occupations. 

The temples of Rama, Nukalamma, K,)tamma. 
and Maridamma, with their images in . human form 
and Siva with the imagel of Parvathi, Eswara in 
human form along with Nandi (the sacred bull) are: 
the places of worship. 

N ukalamma Uthsavam is celebrated throughout 
the month of Phalgunam (February-March). Garagas 
are taken in procession during the nights. Kumkum, 
turmeric and rice offered by the villagers at tht 
temple. On Amauasya all the villagers offer turmeric" 
kumkum, chalimidi, and uadapappu with the belief that 
they will be protected fronI epidemics. Sri Ankam .. 
reddi Yerukaiah, a Velama is the patron. The 
local Hindus participate in the festival. Sri Kulla 
Kannaiah, a RaJlka, is the ;ujari with hereditary 
rights. 

Kf)tamma Uthsavam is celebrated in Margasirawr 
(November-December) for 30 days. Ghatams are 
taken round the village in procession every day in 
order to collect the food, rice, kumkum and turmeric 
which are offered to the deity. The villagers offer 
naivedyam to the deity and swing her in a cradle on 
the last day. The villagers too swing with joy on 
that day. Ankamreddi Yerukaiah is the patron. 
The local Hindus participate. Sri Kulla Kannaiah 
is the pujari with hereditary rights. 

Eswara Uthsavam is celebrated for one day On 

Ashadha Suddha Ekadasi (June-July). All the 
villagers offer panakam, Dadap'lppu and chalimidi 
to the Lord wh" is taken in procession with music 
and bhajans. This festival is celebrated with the 
belief of getting rain and good yields from the fields. 
The local Hindus participate. Prasadam is distribu
ted to all. 

Maridamma Theertham is celebrated in Srava
nam (July-August) on any Thursday for one day. 
Pulagam, pongaram, chalimidi and vadapappu are offered 
and praradam is distributed to all. 

Gowramma Uthsavam is celebrated for 30 days 
from Asvija Bahula Dasami (September-October). 
On Dasami a paddy plant with roots is kept ·n the 
place of Gowramma. The images of Gowri. Eswara. 
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and Ganga are kept on Nandivahanam and are 
taken' out in procession with music and are placed 
near tbe paddy plant on Pumima. There is a belief 
that issueless women brget children if they carry 
the images during the procession. Daily puja is 
performed during ,he whole month. On the last 
day, the images are immersed in the well. Chali
,nidi, fruits and vadapappu offered in the proces. 
sian are distributed among all the people. Dramas 
*.od harikathas afford entertainment. 

Thertham is celebrated in Rama temple in 
Pushyam (December-January) ,for 4 days. A bull 
ij token out in procession on the last day. Devotees 
of neighbouring villages congregate. Prasaaam is 
distributed to all. Bhajan affords entertainment.' 
All the above celebrations are of ancient (i,rigin and 
about 1,000 devotees from neighbouring villages of 
Gu~mudu Konda, Valsampeta, and Manyapuverla 
congr.egate. Dramas, bhajans ~nd fancy dresses 
entertain the visitors. 

SoURCE: Srt S. Sree Rama Murthy, Villa;ge Karnam, 
.Nathavaram. 

1~. Vemulap1ldi -Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Narasapatnam town. As this village was con~ 
stru,cted in the name of the deity Vemalamma it 
is called Vemulapudi. 

The total popUlation of the village is 6,094 and 
it is made up of the following Hindu castes: Brabmin, 
Kshatriya, Vaisya, Padmasafe, Kummariand Sche~ 
duled Castes (438). The chief means of their live
lihood are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of Rama, Siva, Nukalamma, Mari
damma and Vemalamma with their images are the 
places of worship. 

Sir Rama Leelothravam is celebrat~d for 3 days 
during Sankranti in Pushyam (December-January). 
The arrangements are made· lO days in advance' 
Pujas are performed. Flowers, fruits, cocoanuts and 
hair are offered·. Vows are fulfilled. The Lord is 
taken in a procession. Wearing new clothes, invi. 
ting friends and relatives to feasts are the domestic 
abservances. This is aU ancient festival celebrated 
by raising subscriptio:1s from the villagers. Local 
·people of all communities participate. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

Sri Ramalingeswarl'l Kalyanam is celebrated on 
Magha Rahula Chaturdasi (January-February). The 
Lord is taken in a procession. Fasting and 

jagaram are observed. This ancient local festival i. 
cdebrated from the income of the temple lands. 
pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary rights. 

VertJalamma festival in Karthikam (October. 
:November), Maridamma festival in Sravanam (July-. 
August), Nukalamma festival in Phalgunam (Febru
ary-March) and Jwalathoranothsavam in Karthikam 
(October':"November) are the other festivals ()f the 
village. ' 

; 

SOURCE: 1. Srz N. Ramamurthy, Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary SChool, Vemulapudi. 

1. Sri R. Veerraju, Ttacher, Vemulapudi. 

3. Sri S. Peerusaheb, Teach~r, S. H. E. 
School, Vemulapadi. 

16. Pamulavaka.:-Situated at a distance of 71 
miles to tp,e south of Narasapatnam by cart approach 
and 25 m'iles from Narasapatnam Road Railway 
Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,738 and 
it is made up of the following Hindu Ca stes : Brah
min, Koppala Velama etc. and Scheduled Castes 
(354) • Mala, Madiga. The chief means of liveli
hood of the people afe agriculture, labour, cottage 
industries and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple and Pattalamma temple are 
the places of worship in the ivillage. Metal and 
wooden images of Nukalamma are worshipped. 
Garagas are also worshipped in Her name .. Her 
residence is under an old ne'em tree and she does 
not like a temple. She is famous as Buchchampeta 
Nukalamma. 

Nukalamma Uthsa.vam is celebrated for 3 days 
fr om Phalguna Bahula T,ioaasi to Amavasya (February
March) from ancient times. Pujas are perfomed. 
flair is offered. Animals are sacrificed. Thousands 
of Hindu devotees from East and West Godavari 
districts also congregate. Pujari is an Adi Andhra 
with hered itary rights. There is free feeding. 

A flir is held during those three days. Food
stuffs, eatables, mirrors, combs, torchlights, medi
cines, books and pictures,,; clothes and toys ate sold. 
Merry-go-round, street dramas, bhagavaihaas, bhajans. 
etC., afford entertainment .. 

Vasanth Navaratrolhsaflam is celebrated for 9 
days from Chaitra Suddha Padyami 1'0 Navami (March
April). 

SOURCE: Sri M. Srirama Murthy, Teacher, Pamulavaka. 
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"'17 China BocidipllUe-Situatetl at a distance of 
10 miles from Tuni Railway Station, 10 miles from 
m1otor road and 18 miles from Narasapatnam. 

The total population of the village is 730 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Velama, 
_Kapil, Kams-ali, Chakali, Kshatriya; Scheduled 
.castes (133)-Mala, Madiga; and Scheduled Tribe 
,.(60)-Konda Dora. The chief means of their live
lihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade 
.and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Nukalamma and Lakshmamma 
.are the places of worship. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for 11 days 
from Phalguna Bahula Panchami to Amlwasya (February
March). Fowls and animals are sacrificed.' This is 

<of ancient origin and is common throughout the dis
trict. Hindu devotees of neighbouring villages con
~regate. A ~ew shops selling sweetmeats are opened. 

Lakshmamma Panduga is celebrated on Phalguna 
Suddha Purnima (February-March). 

:SOURCE: Sri G. Rama Rao, Village Karnam, China 
Boddipalle. 

.18. Venkatapuram, Hamlet of Kodavatipudi
:Situated at a distance of 9 miles from Gulkipadu 
:Jlailway Station and 15 miles from Narasapatnam. 

The total population of the village including 
1ts hamlets Venkatapuram and Kodandaramapeta is 
-3,995 and it is made up of the following Hindu 
-castes: Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Kamsali, 
<Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled Castes (440 )-Mala, 
Madiga; and Scheduled Tribes (72). The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
-turallabour and other traditional occupations .. 

The temples of Rama, Nukalamma and Mafid
,aruma are the places of worship. 

Nukalamrua Panduga is celebrated for ·11 days 
from Phalguna Bahula Panchami (Jaunary-February). 
:Fowls and animals are sacrificed. This is an ancient 
festival with over 10,000 congregation of this and 
the neighb~uring vilfages. All Hindu castes partici
-pate. 

A few shops sell eatables. Street dramas, kolatams 
,and dances entertain the visitors. 

. Sri Rama Navami on Chaitra Suddha .N'avaml 
.{M~rch-AprH) an'p },.{arid~rnma Pand1lga in Sravanam 
{July-August) are th!! other festivals. 

SOURCE: Sri Vepa Venkatiz Ramaiah, Headmaster, S. T. 
B, School, K. Venkatapuram. 

19. Lingapur" Agraharam-Situated at a dis
tance of 9 miles from Narasapatnam and II! miles 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station viti 
Kotauratla, which is Ii miles from this village by 
cart route. 

The total population of the village is 1,072 con
sisting of Yadava, VeIama, Mangali, Chakali, 
Kamsali, Vais)a castes and Scheduled Castes (48)
Mala, Madiga. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, trade, labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

Poleramma temple with Her image is the place 
of worship. 

Poleramma Uthsauam is celebrated for 7days from 
Chaitra Bahula Sapthami to Amavasya (March-April). 
The deity is brought to the village in procession. 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed. Vows are 
fulfilled by observing fasting on the last day. Jagaram 
is observed on Monday. Anupu is the function on 
the last day. This is an ancient local festival. The 
patrons are village elders and 'the Panchayat Mem
bers. Nearly 3,000 devotees of all Hindu castes 
congregate from this and neighbouring villages. 
Pujari is Sri Chintala Appala Naidu, a Velama of 
Adikula gotram with hered itary rights. 

A fair is held for seven days. Foodstuffs, eata
bles, utensils, mirrors, combs, medicines, books and 
pictures, clothes, agricultural implements and toys 
are sold. Lo~teries, merry-go-round, circus, magic, 
bhagavathams and burraka thas entertain the visitors. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Sanyasa Rao, Lingapura Agraharam. 

20. Bapiraju Kothapalle-Situated at a distance 
of 8 miles from Narasapatnam and 13 miles from 
Narasapatnam Road Railway Station by bus. 

The total population of the village is 2,881. It 
consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Kshatriya, Vaisya, Velama, Sale, ChakaJi, Mangali; 
Scheduled Castes (317)-Mala, Madiga and 8ch
duleed Tribes (2). The chief means of their live
lihood are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Matidamma temple is the place of worship. 
Small images of Nukalamma, Paradesarnma, Gowr
~mlJla, Eswara and Pal'vati also are worshipped 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated ill Phalgrmam 
(February-March) for. one day. There is no specific 
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pUjari. Villagers offer pujas now and then. All 
local Hindus participate. '-._ 

Paradcsamma Pandu.ga in Chaitram (March-
April) and Gowramma Panduga in Pushyam (Decem
ber-January) are the other festivals. These are 
ancient local festivals. 

SOURCE: Sri M. Suryanarayana, Karanam, Bapiraju 
Kothapalle. 

21 Kondala AgraharaDl-Situated on the Narasa
p,atnam, Tallapalem'Road at a distance of 6 miles 
from Narasapatnam and 26 mil~s from Narasapat. 
nam Road Railway Station. This village was con
structed by a tribal man and was given as Agraha
ram to Brahmins. Hence it is called Kondala 
Agraharam. 

. . The total population of the "illage is 1,912 and 
It IS made up of the following HIndu castes: Brah
min, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Velama, Chakali, Mangali, 
Padmasale and Scheduled Castes (85)Mala, Madi
gao Tile chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other 
traditiona.l occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Nukalamma and 
Nallamaremma with their images in human form 
are the places of worship. 

Nukalamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 10 daYIl 
from Phalguna Balzula Shashti (February-March). 
Fowls, goats and sheep are offered. This is an an
cient common festival. The patron is a Velama. 
DeV01ct s congregate fr om this and the neighbourmg 
villages. The pujari is Sri Pullfeddi Yerraiah of 
PidikuLi gotram with hereditary rights. Poor feeding 
is an anged. 

A fair is held for 10 days. Foodstuffs, eatables, 
mirrors, combs and plastic baskets are sold. Kan
jari dance, Nagaras dance, house dance, Koyarani 
dance, dramal, burrakathas bhagavathams, etc., en
tertain about 10,000 visi tors of this and neighbouring 
villages. 

Nallamaremma Uthsavam is celebrated for nine 
<:lays from Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February)~ 
Fowls and goats are sacrificed. Fruits and flowers 
'are offered. This.is a 17 year oid festival. The vil
lage leders are the patrons. All Hindu devotees of 
this and the neighbouring villages congregate. 

A fair is held for 9 days with a few shops sel
ling foodstuffs, toys, mirrors and combs. Enter
tainment programm~s take place. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated on Ohaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April) for one day. This is ari; 
ancient festival with local significance. There is' 
poor feeding. Prasadam is distributed to all. . 

Maridamma uthsavam, Gowri, Uthsavam. DeepavaH 
Karthika Purnima (October-November), Sankranti in' 
Pushyam _(December-Janury) and Sivaratri on, 
Magha Bahula Chaturdari (January-February) are the 
other festivals of the viU~ge. 

Jagaarm and offering naiuedyam are the domes, 
tic observation. 

SOURCE; 1. Sri Ch. Lingaraju, f"Ulage Karnam .. 
.Makavarapalem. 

2. Sri S. Nagaraju, Attender, Z. P. High 
School, Makavarapalem • 

3,· Sri Ch.· Seetharama Dasu, Village Level: 
Worker, Kondala Agraharam. . 

22. Bayyavaram-Situated by the side of Kondala
Agraharam-Giduthuru road, at a distance of 7miles 
from Narasapatnam and 27 miles from Narasapatnam 
Road Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,638 eom-, 
priscd of Koppala Velama, Padmasale, Kamsali 
Chakali, Mangali lIindu castes and Mala, Madiga~, 
Scheduled Castes (36). The cQief means of live-~ 
lihood of the p,c{)ple are agriculttire, weaving, labour, 
carpentry and other tradition~l occupations. . 

The temples of Sri Rama, Maridamm~ and 
Mavullamma with Her stone image installed by the 
village head as told by the deity in a dream are the 
places of worship. 

Mavulamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 days in:. 
the bright fortnight of Phalgunam (February-March). 
The main function is on a Thursday_ A goat is. 
sacrificed by the villagers on this day. This is of·' 
ancient origin with local significance. The chicf 
patron is a Velama. Local people of all castes 
participate. Pujari is a Velama with hereditary 
rights. . 

Maridamma Panduga·1n SraVl.nam (July -August) 
for 9 days and Sri Rama Uthsavam on Chaitra Suddha. 
Navami (March-April) for a day are the other cele~ 
brat ions of the village. These are of ancient origin, 
with local congregation. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Narasimkam, Teacher, Samilhi Elemen',;,,_ 
tary SchtJol, BaYY~tl1am. 
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-23. Makavarapalem-Situated at a distance of 8 
miles from Narasapatnam and 20 miles from Anaka. 
palle. There is a bus route to this village. 

The total population of the village is 3,258 and 
it is multi-ethnic in composition. Brahmins,Vaisyas, 
Velamas, Chakalis. Mangalis; Mala, Madiga-Sche. 
duled Castes (255) and Scheduled Tribes (4) in
habit the village.· The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture, trade, carpentry and 
.other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Rama with the images of Sita, 
Rama, Lakshmana; Nukalamma with: Her image 
bolding a sword and kumkumabharina (a casket for 
kumkum) in the two hands with her projected tongue; 
Kalika Murthy and Vamalingeswaraswamy are the 
places of worship. Maridamma is worshippf'd in the 
form of an aQ,t-hill and wooden images at the foot 
-of a banyan tree-are also worshipped. 

NukaJamma Panduga is celebrated for one day 
~n Phalguna Babula Amava.rya (February-March). 
Arrangements are made form 3 0' clock in the 
morning on that day. Kolatams afford entertainment. 
,(]aragas are taken round the village during nights 
for 9 days prior to the festival. The deity is taken 
in procession with music. Ghatams decor;:lted with 
neem branches and kumkurn with food inside and 
.an oil cup with a wick over it are offered to the 
deity in order to guard themselves against small-pox. 
On the first day a goat decorated with neem bran
ches and sera (mass of turmeric paste) is sacrificed 
soon after the offering of ghatams. The villagers 
take the bodies of the sacrificed animals leaving the 
heads to the barbers. Soon after the cooking is 
over, a hand full of food is offered to the deity at 
homes. The villagers compulsorily prepare cum 
with oil-cake and drumstick and bun on that day. This 
is celebrated from ancient times with local congre
gation. Patron is a Velama. All the villagers inclu
di ng the con verted Christians participate. Pujari is 
a Mala with hereditary rights. 

A jatara is hdd near Va mana Murthy temple 
on Kanuma festival in Pushyam (December-January) 
and Nalla Maremma jatara on the last Thursday in 
Magham (january-February). Three thousand 
devotees congregate f~om the villages in the neigh
bourhood such as Tamaram, Paidipala and Kondala 
Agraharam. Foodstuffs', eatabl es, utensils, lanterns, 
lolirors, combs, torches, books, pictures, clothes, etc., 
.are,sold. Koya dances, Nagini delllces, fancy dresses 
~1!llGms, burrakathar, dramas and bhagavathams afford 
-entertainment ~o over .t~n thou~and visitors. 

Maridamma Panduga. is celebrated on Arhad/ra 
Suddha Purnirna (June-July) for. one day to protect 
the villagns from small-pox, Garagas go round the 
village for 9 days during nights. Ghatams decora
ted· with neem branches and kumkum, filled with 
food and oil-cups with wicks placed over them ate 
offered. A goat decorated with sesa (kumkum paste) 
and neem branches is sacrificed first and then other 
sacrifices take place. The villagers take the bodies 
of the sacrificed goats and leave the head for the 
Mangalis (Barbers) This is an ancient local festival. 

Sri Rama N'avami, Vinayakachaviti and Sankranti 
are also celebrated. 

Bath in Uttaravahini on Maharivaratri, i.e., on 
Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February) and 
jagaram are observed. They take sea-bath on Phal
guna Suddha Chaviti (February-March). 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Ch., Appa Rao, Clerk, Z. P. Blgb 
School, Makavarapalem. 

2. Sri K. Satyanarayana, Teacher, Samithi 
Junior Basic School, Makavarapalem. 

3 .. Sri B. Satyanarayana, Headmaster, 
Makavarapalem. 

24. Dalepeta, Hamlet of Paidipala-Situated by 
the side of the Visakhapatnam-Narasapatnam Road 
at a distance of 51 miles from Narasapatnam. 

The total papulation of the village Paidipala in
cluding its hamlets, (a) Lachchammapalem, (b) 
Gadabapalem, (c) Dalepeta and (d) Eulagapalem 
is 3,417. It consists of several Hindu castes; Madiga 
Scheduled Caste (183); and Scheduled Tribes (25). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

The temples of Nukalamma and Maridamma 
with their awe inspiring images in human form and 
the abode of Sri Rama in a thatched hut are the 
places of worship here. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for one day on 
Phalguna Amaua.rya (Febrauary--March), Garagas are 
taken in procession for three days in advance. Fruits, 
flowers. saffron, kumkum and money are offered. 
Jagaram is observed on Chaturdasi and a goat is sacri
ficed on Amavasya before 10 p.m. This ancient festi" 
val is celebrated with the money collected from the 
villagers. Local people of all castes participate . 

Maridamma Uthsavam is celebrated for a day in 
Ashadham (June-July). 
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SoURCE Sri S. Satyanarayana Murthy, T,acher, 
,?,.P. High &h_p!!.l, MakavarlijJalem. 

25. Settipalle-Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
from Na:r~singabilli by bus and 12 miles from 
Narasapatnam. 

The total papulation of the village is 643. It 
comprises Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, ChakaIi, 
Mangali, Sharabu castes and Mala, Madiga-Sche
duled Cas'f's (27). The chief means of their liveli
hood are agriculture, agricul turallabour. carpentry 
and employment. 

A Sitakthi image in female form of the village 
deity, Bora Kondamma and Kamadbenuvu Devath~ 
in the form of Nandi (sacred bull) and a Sivalillgam 
in the forest under a neem tree are worshipped 
here. 

\ 
. -Borrak.ondamma Panduga is',celebrated for one 

day on Phalguna Suddha Pllrnima (February-March). 
Tbe deity is taken out in procession daily from Chao 
vithi i.e., 11 days prior to Purnima. Fowls and goats 
are sacrificed and fruits are offered on Purnima. 
Naivedyam 'with pastils is the common domestic obser_ 
vance. Friends and relatives are invited by the 
viUagers on this day. This is being celebrated for 
the past over 60 years with local congregation. All 
castes participate. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated On Phalgllna 
Bakula Amavasya (February-March). 

SOURCE: Sri S. B. Prasada Rao, Settipalem. 

2.6. RachapaUe- Situated at a distance of 5 fur_ 
longs from 10th milestone on Anakapalle -Narasa. 
patnam Road via Tallapalem and ~bout II miles 
from Narasapa)nam Town. As many Royal fami
lies lived here in the past, this village got the Uame 
Rachapalle. Chinna Rachapalle tiituated at a dis
tance of 11 miles from Narasapatnam and 16 miles 
frc>m Yellamanchili, Ramannapalem 12 miles away 
from Narasapatnam and Dharmavaram 10 miles 
away from Narasapatnam are the hamlets ofRacha
palle. 

The total populAtion of the village is 3,629 and 
it is made up of Devanga, Velama, Go1)a" Hindu 
Castes; Mala, Madiga and Chachad~. Scheduled 
Castes (274). The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agri~ulturallabour, trade and other tra
ditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Nukalamma. Mari
damma with ber wooden image in female' {orlll 

and Kamtawaramma are the places of wor':'" 
;'ship here. Rama temple and the village deity 
Bandemma temple are the places of wo~ship in the
hamlets of Ramannapalem and china Itachapalle. 
There is a Rama temple in Dharmavaram. The
residents of this hamlet also worship the deity 
Maridithalli whose stone image is under a neem', 
tree in the fields of KothapaJem village. 

Maridemma Pan4ug4 is celebrated for 9 days: 
ending on the Thursday before KQrthika Pur
nim,a (October-November). There is procession in 
the nights. Fowls,. ,goats and ,sheep are sacrificed, 
There is no specific patron nor /JajlSri. Kola/dIN,. 
Dramas and bhagavatham~ entertain the visitors. 

Bangarl;\mma festival is celebrated for 9 days 
from C/zaitrt1 Suddha Shasht; to Purnima (March-April) 
in the hamlets Ramannapalem and Chinna Racha-, 
palle. Pujas are performed for 7 days and the deity 
is taken in procession. Fowls, goats and sheep are 
sacrificed at a distance of 4 furlongs to the north of' 
the village. This is an ancient festival pa.tronized 
by Sri Yak a Thammanna and Sri Korupolu Konda 
and Kannuru Kannaiah of Velama caste. Nearly-
500 people of all castes from this and the nearby· 
villages congregate. Sri Yaka Pothuraju, a Vel am a. 

is the pujari. prasad am is distributed to all. Dramas
and Burrakatkas afford entertainment. 

Sri Ramulavari Theert1am is also celebrated' 
here on 15th January in Pushyam and a fewshpps sell 
sweetmeats. 

Maridithalli Theertham is celebrated on Chaitra' 
Suddha Purnima (March-April) in the hamlet of 
Dharmavaram. The deity is taken in a procession 
prior to Purnima. On Purnima, naivedyam is offere~ 
and the deity is taken to Kothapalle village with· 
music and later brought back to the usual place. 
Fowls and goats are then sacrificed. This is an 
ancient festival patronized by 'Gandi· family i of' 
Velama caste. About 500 people of all castes con
gregate from this and the nearby villages. PujaTi
is a member of Gandi family with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held on .'he last day with a few shops. 
selling sweetmeats, eitables, etc. Coell-fights ant(. 
lottery afford entertainment. 

SOURCE: 1. S,i G. S"brtllmaan,am, T,a,"", Raelt:4 .. -
palle. 

2. S,i C. Sat,anarIJyana, Teacher, Samithi: 
Elementary &MDt, Ckinaracllapalle. 
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3. Sri S. Suryanarayan, Teacher, S. J. Basic 
Elementary School, Ramannapalem. 

4. Sri K.N. John, Tlacher, Dharmavaram. 

27. Tamaram-Situaud at a distance of 8 miles 
from Narasapatnam and 20 miles to the west of 
Anakapalle by motOr road. 

The total population of the village is 1,577 
comprised in Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, 
Golla, Chakali, Yata; Hindu castes; Chachadi, 
Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (178 persons). The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, em
'P1oyment, trade and other traditional occupations. 

Nukalamma temple with Her image and Sri 
Rama temple are the places of worship. Marida
mma is also worshipped. 

Nukalamma.Panduga is celebrated from Phalguna 
BaJ.l" Cluwi#.t to Amav4sya (Februilry-March) for 1 , 
.,..:w.iib local congregation. First a goat is sacri
~ to the deity on behalf of the village. After
..... the.villagers offer fowls, goats and sheep dur
iag tbe ten days before Amavasya' l Villagers offer 
...wedYllm at their houses. Village elders and some 
Panchayat Members are the patrons of this ancient 
local festival. 

Maridamma Panduga on Karthlka Purnima (Octo
ber-November) is the other festival. 

Sri Ramulavari Theertham is celebrated for a day 
in Pushyam (December-January) four days after 
Sankranti festival with the congrtgation of this and 
the neighbouring villages. 

SOURCE: Sri V. A. NaraJimham, Asst. Teacher, 
S. J. B. School, Tamaram. 

28. Giduthuru-Situated at a distance of 9 miles 
from Narasapatnam and 15 miles from Narasa
patnam Road Railway Station. There is only cart 
approach to the village. 

The total population of the village is 2,855. It 
is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Ve'ama, 
Kapu, Golla, Sale, Chakali, MangaJi, Sh~1 rabu, 
Yata castes; Scheduled Castes (549 persons~-Mal<1, 
Madiga; and Muslims. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture and agricultural labour, 
The temples of Siva, Rama, Nukalamma with Her 
stone image in female form, Maridamma with Her 
wooden ima.:e in female form. Chinnamma ~erantalu 
and Gowramma are the places of worship here. 
Chinnamma Perantalu is the family deity of Sri Gana-

pathi Raya. She died by fallin. into a gundam and is 
stablished as a deity in the village. She is worshipped 
in the form of.pots. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for 6 days in 
Phalgunam (February-March). Fowls and goats are 
sacrificed. This is of ancient origin with local con
gregation. The patron is Sri Sreerama Reddy 
Mallaiah Dora. Prasadam js distributed to all. 

Devi Navarathru[u in Asvijam (September-Octo
ber), Sri Ramulavari Seva in Chaitram (March
April), Maridamma Seva in Karthikam (October
November), Chinnamma Perantalu Seva in Vaisakham 
(April-May) and Gowramma Seva ill, Asvijam (Sep
temher-October) are the other festivals of the 
village. 

Sri Razolu Gandhareswaraswamy, a Brahmin of 
Gowthamasa gotram is the pujari with hereditar, 
rights in Siva temple. Sri Ganapathi Simhadri is the 
patron of Chinnamma Perantalu. Sri Mukala Rama 
Murthy is the patron of Sri Rama temple. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Ch~llaiah, Teacher, Z. P. S. B. Schoal~ 

Giduthuru . 

29. Ramannapalem Agraharam-Situated at a 
distance of 3 miles from Kotauratla which is on the 
Narasapatnam Road and 13 mi lei. from Narala
patam. It is an anciwt villag~. 

The total population of the village is 608. It is 
made up'ofYadava, Oevnaga castes; Mala, Madila 
Scheduled Castes (20 persons). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agricultur~, agriculturallabour~ 
weaving and other traditional occupations. 

The wooden image of Nukalamma and Nelta
lamma in female form are worshipped in the village. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated from Phalguna 
Bahttfa Saplhami to Purnima (February-March) Cor 9 
days, Nestalamma:Panduga is celebrated in Sra..anam 
(July-August). Fowls, goats and sheep are sacri
ficed. Both are of ancient origin with local signifi
cance. Village elders are the patrons. Local people 
of all castes participate. A Brahmin is the pujari to 
Nukalamma and Yadaval (Golla!) are the pujaris to 
Nestalamma. 

SOURCE: Sri Doadipatla UpmaAaiah, Village Headman, 
Ramannapalem Agraharam. 

30. Pochinapeddi Apabaram-Situated at a dis
tance of Ii miles from Makavarapalem Road, 4 miles 
from Kotauratla and 11 mile. from Narlaapatnam. 
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Road Railway Station. A copper inscription says 
tha t thi. village was given as a gift to Brahmins 
in ancient times. This is also called 'Gudiunna 
Agraharam' (Agraharam baving a temple) al the 
Siva temple here is the only one for the village 
and its hamlet Buchchi Seethayyapeta. a mile away 
from here. 

The total population of the village 1,196 cons is
ting of Brahmin, Vaisya and Sudra and Mala Sche
duled Caste (124 perions). The chief'Ineans of their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour and 

'other traditional occupations. 

The tempJ,.es of Sri Amrutheswaraswmy with a 
stone Sivalingam. Nukalamma with Her wooden im
age in female form and Sri Rama with a picture of 
the Lord are the places of worship in this village. 
Nukalamma and Maridamma temples with their 
images in female form and Rama temple with the 
picture of Rama Pattabhishekam (coronation) are 
the places of worship in the hamlet. 

Sri Amrutheswaraswamy Kalyanothsavam is cele_ 
brated for 6. days form Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi to 
Purnima (April-May). Daily pujas are performed, 
vows are fulfilled and offerings are made and the 
kalyanam is celebrated. Fasting is observed. This 
is an ancient festival patronized by Sri Kotra Rama
vatharam, Sri Veeturi Satyanuayana and Sri Vee
turi Narashimha Murthy who are all Brahmins· 
Nearly 1,000 devotees of all castes congregate from 
this and the neighbouring villages. Sarvasri 
Vedanalapalli Kameswararao, Kothalanka Venkte
swarlu, Donthukurthi Varaha Narasimha Murthy 
and Velavalapalli Satyanarayana, Brahmins with 
hereditary rights are the pujaris. Prasadam is distri
buted to all. Harikathas afford entertainment. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for one day 
on Phalguna Bahula AmavaV'a (February-March). A 
new wooden image of the deity is prepared every 
year for the purpose. The deity is taken in proce
Ilion along with garagas. Sheep are sacrificed. 
This is an ancient festival patronized by the village 
dders and leaders. About 500 people of all castes 
from this and the nf'arby villages participate. A 
Mala is the pujari. Kolafams and bhaJans afford enter
tainment and.a few shops sell sweetmeats. 

Ram. Kalyanam is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-April). 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated for 9 days 
from Phalguna Banula Sapthami to Amavasya (February-

March) in Buchchi Seethaiah peta. Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed, This is an ancient festival 
patronized by Kapus and village elders. Local 
people of all castes participate'. 

Maridamma festival is celebrated in Sravanam 
(J uly-August) with local congregation. Fowls, 
goats and sheep are sacrificed. Srt Rama Navami is 
the other festival. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Veeturi Karneswara Rao, Teacher, Samithi 
Elementary School, Giduthur. 

2. Sri P. S. S. A. Bhaskara Sarma, Village 
Pochinapeddi Agraharam. 

3. Sri K. V. Rama Murthy, Teacher, Z.P.H. 
School, Makavarapalem. 

4. Sri Kotra Gangaram, Teacher. SPecial 
Elemenatry School, Pochinapeddi Agraha
ram. 

31. Koduru-Situated at a distance of II miles 
from Narasapatnam and 12 miles from Narasapat. 
nam Road Railway Station. 

The total population of the village including its 
four hamlets Chinnayyapalem, Nagapuram, Ven
katapuram and Subhadrayyapeta js 3,905 and it is 
made up of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Kshatriya, Vaisya, Ve1ama, Telukula, Kapu, 
Gavara, Kamsali, Chakali, Mangali; and Scheduled 
Castes (382 persons)-Madiga, Chachadi. The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture; agricul
turallabour and other traditional occupations. 

Nallarnaremma is worshipped in the north-east 
of the village on its outskirts. Nukalamma temple 
with Her image in human form and Maridamma 
temple with an anthill to the south of the village 
are the places of worship in Venkatapuram. 

Nallarnaremma Panduga is celebrated for 2 days 
on Karthika Bahula Chaturdasi and Amav4sya (October
November). All the cattle, fowls, goats and sheep 
are worshipped. This is an ancient local festival 
patronized by the village leaders. All Hindus 

participate. 

Sri Gangathalll Perontatu Uthsavam is celebrated 
for 3 days in Pushyam (December-January). Fruits, 
padd y, money, etc., offered. Fasting, jagaram and 
arranging dinners are the domestic observances. 
This ancient festival is confined to Vela maS of the 
village and is patronized by the village heads. 
There is free feeding. 
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A fair is held for 3 days both during night and 
da,. Foodstuffs, eatables, utensils, mirrors, combs, 
mill-cloth, handloom cloth and fancy goods are 
sold. Dramas, lotteries, cock fighting and burrakathas 
entertain over 500 visitors. 

Nukaluthalli and Pothuraju Pandugalu are the 
other festivals of the hamlet. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated in Venkata
puram for 9 days from Phalguna Bahula Shashti to 
Amavasya (February-March). Fowls and goats aTe 
sacrificed. This is an ancient festiva I patronized by 
the village heads. Local Hindus congregate. , 

Maridamma festival is celebrated from Chaitra 
SuMha Triodosi to Purnima (March-April) for 3 da~ s. 

In Nagaram hamlet, Durgalamma temple with 
Her image in female form to the south-east of the 
village is the place of worship. 

Durgalamma festival is celebrated from Vaisakha 
s"ddha Ashtami to Purnima (April-May). Turmeric, 
vermilion, fruits, clothes, offered and fowls and 
loatS are sacrificed. An animal is sacrificed in 
front of the deity at the ti me of sending the deity to 
tbe temple. This is an ancient festival. Rajakas 
and Kapus are the patrons. Local Hindus partici
pate. There is no specific pujari. The festivals of 
the Gramadevathas are celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Padyami (March-April) and on Sankranti in Pushyam 
(December-JanuB.ry). 

Fasting on Karthika Purnzma, Bhisma Ekadasz, 
Xrishnashtami, Vinayaka Chaviti and Subrahmanya Shashti, 
sea-bath on Magha Purnima, bath in Balighattam and 
Uttaravahini and jagaram on Mahasivaratri are the 
common domestic observances. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Ch. Narayana, Teacher S. J. B. 
School, G. Koduru. 

2. Sri M. Apparao, Teacher, S. Elemen
tary School, Subhadrayyapalem. 

3. Sri B. Narasimhamurthy, Teacher, Ele
mentary School, Venkatapuram •. 

4. Sri Chinta Venkatarao, Teacher, 
Nagaram. 

32. Jangalapalle Agraharam-Situated at a dis
tance of 2 milt'S from Kotauratla which is 9 miles 
both from Narafiapatnam and Narasapatnam Road 
Railway Station. 

. The total population of the village is 868 and it 
it made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Sudra, Caltes; and 

Scheduled Castes (71 persons)-Mala and Madiga. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture~ 
trade, employment and labour. 

Nukalamma temple with Her image in female 
form and Rama temple with the picture of Rama's. 
coronation are the places of worship in the villag(':. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated from Phalguna
Bahula Sapthami to Amavasya (February-March) for ~ 
days. Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificrd. This j, 

an ancient festival. Village elders are the patrons. 
Local people of all Hindu castes participate. A 
Velama is the pujari. 

Rama Kalyanam is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami~(March-April). Village leaders are the pat
rons and puj1ri is a Brahmin. 

SOURCE: Sri V. Venkata Ramana, Teacher, Samithi 
Junior Basic School, Jangalapalle Agraharam. 

33. Kotauratla-Situated on the bank of Varaha 
river and in between Narasapatnam Road Railway 
Station and Narasapatnam town, at a distance of 9-
miles from each place. 

The total population of the village is 4,567 
consisting of Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, Tela
gas, Kapus, Sales, Kamsalis, U pparas, Chakalis, 
Mangalis, Kummaris, Veeramushtis, Medaris, 
Gollas; Scheduled Castes (924 persons)-Mala, Ma
diga; and Dudekula Muslims and Christians. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Nukalamma temple with Her huge awe-inspir
ing wooden image holding a sword in hand, Sri 
Kodandarama Swamy temple, a mosque and a church 
are the places of worship. 

Kodanda Ramaswamy Kalyanothsavam is celebra
ted for 7 days from Chaitra Suddha Navami to Purnima 
(March-April). Kalyanam is celebrated for Kodanda
ramaswamy and Sitamma. A procession of the 
wooden images of Rama and Sita is held in the vil
lage with music. Puja is performed on the remain
ing days. Naivedyam is offered with a variety of 
pastries. Prasadam is distributed to all. Offers are 
made in the form of cocoanuts, plantains, etc. 
There are lands in the name of the Lord gifted by 
the zamindars. All the villagers partIcIpate. 
Pujari is Sri Doddipatla Upmakaiah, a Brahmin. 

Claronet, bhajans, Harikathas, Bhagavatham and 
competitions in games entertain the visitors. 
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A few shops are kept with foodstuffs, eatables, 
fruits and fancy goods. 

Nukalamma f~stival is celebrated on Phalguna 
Bakula Amava-9'a (February-Much) for one day. 
Ghalimidi and vadapappu are offered and distributed. 
Fowls, goats, sheep and he-buffalo are sacrificed to 
the deity. This is an ancient festival with about 
500 local congregation. The deity is endowed with 
manyam lands, the income from which is utilised for 
celebrating the festival. 

Jatara is celebrated for 15 days after the festival 
for one day in each bazar. Eatables, sweetmeats 
and foodstuff~ are sold. Swings, playing cards 
and lotteries afford entertainment. 

Mtlhalakshmi Panduga is celebrated on Chaitra 
Suddha Tadiya (March-April). 

Maridamma Panduga is celebrated in Asvijam 

(September-October) under the leadership of the 

Village Munsiff. Animals are sflcrificed. This is 

an ancient festival with local congregation. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Veeranna, Headmaster, Special Sami-
1M Jun;or Basic School, Kotauratla. 

34. Gotivada-Situated amidst hills on the 
Narasapatnam Road Railway Station--Polavaram 

Road at a distance of 6 miles from Narasapatnam 

R'lad Railway Station and 12 miles from Narasa
patnam. 

The total popubtion of the village is 1,010 and 
made up of Kapus, Gollas, Chakali, Mangalis; and 
Madiga Scheduled Caste (6~ persolls). The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
tural labour and other tradi tional occupations. 

Bandithalli and Nukalathalli are worshipped in 
the village. 

BandimmathaHi Panduga is celebrated for 5 
days in Pushyam (December-January). Fowls and 
goats are sacrificed to the deity. This is confined 
to this and a few nearby villages. Pujari is a Kapu. 
The visitors atay for'" days. Pandals are erected. 
A few shops are kept with foodstuffs and clothes. 

SOURCE: Sri G. Johan, Teacher, Gotivada. 

35. Panduru-Situated amdist hills at a distance 
of 14 miles from Narasapatnam and also from 
Narasapatnam Road Railway Station. 

The total pDpulation of the village is 2,069 and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Raju, Golla, 
Chakali, Mangali, etc., castes; Mala, Madiga and 
Cha'chadi; Scheduled Castes (17 persone); and 
Christians. The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour a nd other traditional 
cccupations. 

The temples of Nukalamma, Indesamma and 
Rama are the places of worship. 

N ukalamma Panduga is celebrated on Phalguna 
Bahula Amavarya (February-March) and Indesamma 
Panduga is celebrated for 15 days from Chaitra Suddha 
Ashtami (MarCh-April). Animals are sacrificed on 
the day of sending the deity. These are ancient 
festivals with lo~al congrega tion. 

Sri Rama festival is celebrated on Kanuma 
festival day at Rama Mandirami This is an ancient 
Jatara and over -400 people from the neighbouring 
villages congn:gate. Eatables and fancy goods are 
sold. Playing cards and cock-fighting entertain the 
visitOls. ' 

SOURCE: I. Sri G. V. Augusthus, Teacher, Ramachan
drapuram Panduru. 

2. Sri S. Sampadarao, Teacher, Special Samt
thi Elementary Scha,l, Panduru. 

3. Sri G. Sanyasi Raju Village Karnam, 
Ponduru. 
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CHINTAPALLE TALUK 

(lLhintalapudi - Situated at a distance of 44 mi les 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station and 57 
miles from Chintapalle, the taluk headquarters. 

The total population of the village is 31B. It 
is predominetly a tribal village comprising Konda-

- -dora, Bagata and Valmiki Scheduled Tribes (220 
'persons); Brahmins. Padmasales and Chakalis (94 
persons); and a few Scheduled Caste people (4). The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and trade. 

The temples are of Siva and Pathu Raju. The 
village deities Gangadevi, Adavi Raju and Mar
namma (Mar emma) are also worshipped. 

Gangadevi festival is celebrated for 15 days in 
Chaitram (March-April). Goats and fowls are sacri
ficed. The devotees take river-bath and observe 

jagaram. This is of ancient origin and of local sig
nificance. Local Hindus participate. Pujaris are 
Kondadoras with no hereditary rights. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

Adavi Rajulu and Pothu Raju festivals are cele· 
brated for one day in Magham (January-February) 
and Marnamma festival in Jaishtam (May-June). 

This is a common festival in Gij arthi (L. C. 
No.8) and Nadimpalem (L.C.No.20) villages. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Padma Raju, Village Karanam, Chin
talapudi. 

2. Nimmalapalem-Situated on Pedavalasa-Chin
tapa lIe road at a distance of about 18 miles from 
<::hintapalle. 

The total population of the vi.llage is 65. The 
entire population is comprised of Scheduled Tribes 
only, viz., Bagatas and Valmikis. The chid means 
-of their livelihood is agriculture. 

The village deities Nandi and Gangalamma are 
worshipped in the form of a stone and a pot respec
tively in a sacred abode to the east of the vi llage. 

Gramadevathala Pandugalu are celebrated in Vaj
-sakha,m (April-May) for one week. Fowls are sacri
nced to the deity. This is an ancient festival with 
iocal significance. Local Hind us pa~tici pa teo 

Some of the devotees celebrate this festival in 
May. 

SOURCE: Sri M. Simhachalam, Nimmalapalem. 

3. Pothavaram-Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
from Koyyuru - K. D. Peta (Krishnadevipeta) road, 
46 miles from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station 
and 60 miles from Chintapalle. 

The total population of the village is 258 and of 
them 198 are Scheduled Tribes people viz., Bagatas. 
The chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

There is the only temple of Lord Rama with 
His picture and the village deities Gangadevi, 
Adavi Rajulu and Marnamma are also worshipped 
with no images and temples. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 7 days in 
Chaitram (March-April). Fruits and flowers are off
ered to the Lord andjagarana is observed. This is 
being celebrated for the past 28 years and people of 
about 60 villages participate. The congregation 
would be about 4,000 people. Only Hindus parti
cipate. There are no pujaris. Prasadam is distri
buted to all and there is free feeding. 

A fair is held in this connection for 7 days near 
the temple, Eatables, utensils, lanterns, Ayurvedic 
medicines, pictures, clothes, agricultural implements 
llnd toys are sold. There is free feeding for one day. 
Bhajans, Harikathas, dramas, circus, gambling and 
lottery afford entertainment. 

Gangadevi festival celebrated in Chaitram 
(March-April) for 8 days, Adavi Rajulo festival in 
Magham (January-February) and Marnamma festi
val in Jaijhtam (May-June) are the other festivals 
celebrated in this village. Goats and fowls are 
sacrificed to these deities. 

SOURCE: Sri Padma Raju, Karnam, Pothavaram. 

4. Ravana palle-~ituated at a distance of 40 miles 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station. It is 
on the K. D. Peta-Kakinanada-Rajahmundry bus 
route. 

The total population of the village is 713 of 
which 638 persons belong to Scheduled Tribes 
(Konda Dora, Valmiki, B.igata)j Scheduled Castes 
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(40 persons) Malass Madigas and the remaining 35 
perlons belong to Brahmin, Viswabrahmin and 
Kapu caBtes. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tionaloccupations. 

There is the only t('mple of Pothuraju wor
shiped in formless stones. The other deities, 
Adavi Rajulu and Gangadevi are also worshipped. 

Potburaju Panduga i~ celebrated for 7 days 
during Moha Sivaratri from Mogha Bahula Amavasya. 
A goat is sacrificed. This is an ancient festival 
with local significance. Local people of all com
munities participate. Pujari is Podugu Soroulu, a 
Konda Dora with hereditary rights. The pujori 
for Ganga devi is Chappi Karrajah with heraditary 
rigbtl. Bhalav.thlJm or street drama affords entert
~inment on that night. 

Adavi Rajula Panduga celebratep on Magha Suddha 
Panchomi (January-February) and Gangadevi Pan
duga celebrated for one week in Vairakham (April
May) are the other festivalS of the village. Adavi 
Rajula Panduga is celebrated in their own fields 
individually. Ganga Devi Panduga and Nandi 
Panduga are celebrated in connection with the deity 
Varuna Diva (God of rain) when there are no rains 
in the village. 

SOURCE: Sri P.V. Ramaiah, Karanam, Ravanapallt. 

5. Ravimanupakalu-Situated on Narasapatnam
Koyyuru road at a distance of 20 miles from 
Chintapalle, 40 miles from Narasapatnam Road 
Railway Station. 

This village is inhabited by Kanda Dora tribe 
on Iy and it has a population of 9 persons. 

There are no temples; Tbe village deity 
Chintalamma is worshipped under a tamarind tree 
by the side of the Highways road on a raised ground. 
The other deity Gangadevi is also worshipped. 

Gangadevi Panduga is celebrated for one week 
in Vaisakham (April-May). Goats and fowls are 
sacrificed. This is an ancient festival with local 
significance. The local devotees participate. During 
thil week men and women of the village do not 
work at all. The men go on hunting. Pujari js 
KU.da Karraiah, a K~nda Dora. 

Chintalamma Panduga is celebrated for one week 
in Ma,ham (January-February). The residents of 
the place congreate. 

Adavi Rajula Panduga is celebrated by each, 
family in their nelds. Sweets llre prepared in the· 
fields and offered as naivedyam to the deity. 

SOUll.CE: Sri P. V. Ramanaiah, Village Karnam, Ravi-
manupakalu. 

6. Anthada-Situated at a distance of 5 miles from 
Krishnadevipeta by walk, 21 miles from Naras&
patnam, 31 miles from Chintalapalle and 40 miles 
from the Narasapatnam Road Railway Station. 

The entire village papulation of 218 is com
prised of Bagata and Konda Dora Scheduled 
Tribes. The ch icf means of their livelihood are 
agriculture and agricultural labour. 

There are no temple.. The formless stone 
images of Gangadevi and Adavi Rajula are wor
shipped. 

Gangadevi Panduga is celebrated for 7 days iIl' 
Chaitram (~arch~April). Goats and fowls are 
sacrificed to the deity. This iii an ancient festival· 
with local significance. The devotees of the place 
participate. Pujari is a Bagata. 

Adavi Rajula Ponduga is also celebrated for 3, 
daya in Magham (January-February). Gangadevi 
Panduga, is celebrated by the culti vators. 

SOURCE: Sri L. Viswanatham, Karnam, Anthada. 

7. Bangarupalem-Situated at;a distance of 50 
miles from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station 
and 53 miles from Chintapalle. The first settler of 
the viUage was Sri Parnasala Bangaru Padalu and so 
the village is named after him. 

People of Bagata tribe (7 persons) only inhabit 
the village. The chief means of their livelihood 
agriculture and agricultural labour. 

There are no temples. The village deity 
Adavi Rajulu is worshipped; 

Adavi Rajula Panduga is celebrated in Magham 
(January-February). This is celebrated during the 
harvest season. On the first day, prasad am is 
prepared with the new corn and is offered to the 
deity. Then there are social dinners and free 
feeding. Goats, fowls and sheep are sacrificed 
after fulfilment of their vows to the deity. The 
devotees observe fasting and jagarana. Thil is an 
ancient festival with local significance. Local 
peopJe and hill tribes participate though it is chiefly 
confined to the local Bagatas. 

SOURCE: Sri Pentala Dora, Karlnam. Nallakonda. 
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::So Bhimavara:o;t-Situated at a distance of 36 milell 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station and 47 
miles. from Chintapalle. 

The entire village is comprised of Bagata 
:Scheduled Tribe with a population of 47. The 
<chief means of their livelihood are agriculture and 
agricultural labour. 

Tbe village deities Gangadevi and Adavi Rajulu 
are worshipped in the form of stone images. 

Gangadevi Panduga is celebrated for 8 days in 
Chaitram (March-April). Goats and fowls are 
lacrificed to the deity. This is an ancient festival 
with loclal significance. The villagers are the 
patrons. Local people participate. 

Adavi Rajula Panduga celebrated in Magham 
(January-February) and .Marnamma Panduga cele
brated in Bhadrapadam (August-September) are 
the other festivals of the village. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Raju, Karnam, Bhimavaram. 

'9. Ganarlapalem-Situated at a distance of 51 
miles from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station 
and 53 miles from Chintapalle. 

There were 121 persons at the 1961 Census and 
<all belong to Bagata and Kammara Scheduled 
Tribes. The chief means of their livelihood are 
·agriculture and agricultural labour. 

Tbe village deity Adavi Rajalu is worshipped 
'With no image or temple. 

Adavi Rajula Panduga is celebrated for 3 days 
in Magham (January-February). Goats and fowls 
are sacrificed to the deity. This is an ancient 
festival with local significance. Local tribals par
ticipate. Pujari is a Bagata. 

SOURCE: Sri Vadapalli KriJhnamma, Village Karanam, 
Ganarlapalem. 

10. Ganugulu-Situated at a distance of 36 miles 
from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station and 50 
miles from Chintapalle. 

The total population <of the village is 95 and it 
is comprised of Bagata and Kanda Dora Scheduled 
Tribes. The chief means of their livelihood is 
agriculture. 

, The deities Gangadevi, Nandamma. Dana
varaju, Adavi Raju and Nukalamma are worshipped 
in this village. 

Gangadevi or Gangamma Panduga is cele
bratrd for 15 days in Chaitram (March-April). 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deity, 
Jagarana is observed by the devotees. This i. an 
ancient festi.val with local significance. Local 
Hindus participate. Pujari is a Bagata with her~ 

editary rights. 

Nandamma festival for 8 days in Phalgunam 
(February-March), Nukalamma festival for on~ day, 
in Magham (Janulry-February) and Adavi Raju and 
Danavaraju festivals tach for a day are the other 
festivals of the village. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Raju, Village Karnam, Ganugulu. 

11. Gummalapalem-Situated at a distance of 
49 miles from Narasapatnam Road Railway 
Station. 

The total population of the village is 103 of 
which 101 belong to Bagata and Konda Dora Sche
duled Tribes. The chi~f means of their livelihood 
are a&riculture and wood cutting. 

There are no temples. The village deities 
Vitukulamma, Boda Kondamma and Rakshasamma 
are worshipped. 

Vitukulamma Panduga is celebrated for 7 days 
in Chaitram (March-April). Animals are sacrificed 
to the deity. Free feed ing and social dinners are 
there. The devotees observe fasting. The men go 
for hunting elk and bring it to their homes. If 
any person comes back without that particular 
animal, his wife sends him again to hunt the Same. 
This is a custom in these parts during the celebra
tion of Vitukulamma Panduga. This is an ancient 
festival with local congregation. Pujari is a Kanda 
Dora. 

Bada Kondamma and Rakshasamma festivals 
are also celebrated in Chaitram (March-April). 
Pujari is a Konda Dora. 

SOURCE: Sri J. Prasada Rao, Enumerator, Gummala
palem. 

12. Kamparegulu-Situated at a distance of 51 
miles from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station and 
53 miles from Chintapalle. 

The tutal population of the village is 143 be
longing to Bagata and Valmiki Scheduled Tribes. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculturo 
and agricultural labour. 



96 SECTION V 

The village deities Nandi Devatha and Adavi 
Rajulu are worshipped. 

Adavi Rajula Panduga is-celebrated for 3 days in 
Pka/gunam (February-March). Goats and fowls are 
sacrificed. The devotees decorate their houses. 
This is an ancient festival with local significance· 
Local people of all communities participate. Pujari 
is a Bagata 

Nandi Panduga is celebrated for 3 days in Magham 
(J an uary - Fe bruary). 

SoURCE: Srz Vadapalli Krishnamma, Village Karnam, 
Kamparegulu. 

13. Katragedda-Situated at a distance of 51 
miles form Narasapatnam Road Railway Station and 
53 miles from Chintapalle. 

The total population of the village is 135 and 
comprised in Bagata Scheduled tribe (70 persnns) ; 
Gavaras and Muslims. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

The village deity Adavi Rajulu is worshipped. 

Adavi Rajula Panduga is celebrated for 3 days in 
Magham (January-February). Goats and fowls are 
sacrificed to the deity. This is an ancient loca I fes
tival. All local communities participate. Pujari is 
a Bagata. 

SOURCE: Sri Vadapalli Krishnamma, Village Karal1am, 
Katragedda. 

14. Rajupeta-Situated at a distance of 4 miles 
from Krishnadevipeta by walk, 31 miles from 
Chintapalle and 39 miles from Narasapatnam Road 
Railway Station. 

The entire villa~e popUlation is comprised of 
Bagata and Kanda Dora Scheduled Tribes (I37 
persons). The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture and agricultural labour. 

Goddess Gangadevi and Adavi Rajulu are 
worshipped by the villagers. 

Gangadevi Pandugfl is celebrated for 7 days in 
Chaitram (March-April). Goats and fowls are sacri
ficed to the deity. This is an ancient festival with 

. local significance. Patrons belong to all communi
ties of the villa·ge. Hindu devotees of the place 
participate. Pujari is a Bagata. This festival is 
celebrated chiefly by the cultivators, 

Adavi Raju Panduga is celebrated for 3 days in 
M(lg~~m (January-February) is the other festival. 

SOURCE: Sri Krishna Rao) Village Karnam, Rajupeta. 

15. Ramarajupalem-Situated by the side of" 
Sarabhannapalem-K.D. Peta Road, at a distance of-
37 miles from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station. 
and 49 miles from Chintapalle. 

The total popUlation of the village is 238 and 
all except 2 persons belong to Scheduled Tribes 
viz., Bagata, Kondlt Dora and Valmiki. The chief 
means of their livelihood il agr iculture. 

The village deitirs Adavi Rajulu, Marnamma 
and Gangadevi are worshipped in the form of stone 
images in this village. 

Gangadevi Panduga is celebrated for 8 days in 
Chaitram (March-April). Goats and fowls are sacri
ficed to the deity. This is ofancien( origin and of 
local significance. Hindus of the village con
gregate. 

Adavi Rajula Panduga and Marin amma Pandllga' 
are also celebrated in this village in Magham 
(January-February) and Bhadrapadam (August-Sep
tember) respectively. Local people of all communi
ties participate. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Raju, Karnam, Ramarajupalem. 

16. Kommalavada-To reach the village one 
should travel in a bus from Narasapatnam Road 
Railway Station to Chintapalle via Narasapatnam 
and from there 55 miles through the ghats and it is. 
about 57 miles from Chintapalle. 

Only 20 households of Bagata Scheduled Tribes, 
people (109) inhabit the village. The chief means 
of their livelIhood are agriculture and poultry 
keeping. 

There is a sacred abode for the village deity 
Kondadevatha by the side of the house of the pujari. 

Kondadevatha Uthsavam is celebrated for one 
month in-Magham (January 15th to February 15th). 
Fowls are sacrificed to the deity. The villagers 
invite their friends and relatives and arrange social 
dinners. The devotees observe fasting during the 
festive days. Ghatams are taken in a procession 
round the village. This is an ancient local festival. 
Bagatas only congre~ate.· The villagers appointed 
a Bagata as the pujari with hereditary rights . 

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days, 
near the house of the pujari, with a few shops selling 
eatables, utensils and pots. A'Qout 200 people 0 1 
this and the neighbouring villages congregate._ 
This is being held for the past 60 years. 
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SOURCE: Sri 1(. Madhurudhana Rao, Enumerator, 

JCommala'Dllda. 

17. Ammagari DharakoDda-Situated at a dis
tance of 25 miles from Chintapalle in a hilly 

region. 

The total population of the village is 83, com
'prising Sampadakapu, ,Kondakapu) and Bagata 
Scheduled Tribe. The chief means of their liveli
hood are agriculture and hunting. 

The village deity Pothuraju is worshipped in 
the form of stone under a tree by the side of a rJ\'U· 

let. 

Pothuraju festival is celebrated for 3 days from 
Magha Bahula Triodasi to Amavasya i. e., dllring Maha 
Sivaralri !,January-February). Cocoanuts and flu:ts 
are offered and fowls are sacrificed to the dei! y. 
Jagarana is observed. This is of ancient origin and 
of local significance. The residents of the village 
participate. There are no pujaris. Social dinne,S 
are arranged. There is free f(eding. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Jonnalagadda Venkata Ramana Roo, 
Clerk, Assistant Engineer's Office, Ammo
gari Dharakonda. 

18. Chelakaveedhi-Situated amidst the hills at a 
distance of 24 miles from Chintapalle by foot_ 
path. 

The total population of the village is 53 belong
ing to Bagata and Sampadakapu (Kondakapu\. Sche
duled Tribe5. The chief m(ans of their livelihood 
are agriculture and hunting. 

Pothuraju stone image in human form near a 
small rivulet is worshipped in the village. 

Pothuraju festi val is celebrated for 3 da ys from 
Mogha Bahula Triodasi (January-February). Cocoa
nuts, plantains, saffron and kumkum are offered and 
only one fowl is sacrificed to the deity. This is 
celebrated for the welfare of the village. Jagarana 
is observed by the villagers. This is an ancient 
festival with local significance. Smt. Bharungi 
Balamma of Sampadakapu caste is the patron. Local 
Hindu devotees participate. 

SOURCE: Sri Jonnolagadda Venkata Ramana Roo, 
Clerk, Public Works Department, Assis
tan' Engineer's Office, Narasapatnam. 

1.9 Devarapalle-Situatedon Narasapatnarn-Silrfll 
road at a distance of 15 miles from Chintapalle. 
From Chintapalle Il bus or a lorry goes upto Kettl"-

palle and fro m there one should travel 6 miles by 
walk to reach this village. 

The total population of the village is 275 and it 
is made up of Bagata and Kammari Scheduled Tri~ 
bes (266 persons) and Madiga Scheduled Castes (3 
persons). The chief means of their livelihoodar~ 

agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tiona I occupations. 

There is the only temple of Pothuraju with a 6 
feet high stone image. 

Pothuraju festival is celebrattd for 3 days from 
Magha Bahula Amavasya (.January-February) i. e., dur 
ing Maha Sivarfliri. A special custom is obsen ed 
in the sacrifice of animals here. A goat is sacrificed 
to the deity in the 1st, 3rd and 5th years. A fowl 
i,; sacrificed to the deity in the 2nd, 4th and 6th 
years. In the seventh year, a cow is sacrificed and 
the cycle again starts from the 8th, the 1st of the 
next cycle. The villagers believe that they would 
be in danger if they do not sacrifice animals to the 
deity. The devotees invite their friends and rda
tives and arrange dinners. On the first day, they 
take bath and observe fasting and have daTsan of the 
deity. In the evening, they take their meals after 
lighting the lamps to the deity. This is being cele
brated for the past 25 years only and is confined to 
this and the neighbouring Hindu devotees. Local 
people and neighbouring villagers congregate. 
There is no specific Pujuri and all the fJeople perform 
the fe stiva1. 

SOURCE: Sri Turumalla, Jaya Rao, Clerk, Taluk Office, 
Devarapallt. 

20. Gudem. Kothaveedhi-Situated at a distance 
of !5 miles from Chintapalle on Narasapatnam
Sileru Road. 

The total population of the village is 224 consis
ting of Bagata, Kammara and Valmiki Schedlued 
Tribes (199 persons); Maidga Scheduled Caste (18 
persons) and 7 other persons. The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agriculturallabotlr 
and other traditional occupations. 

It was once one of the chief places of the 
Golgonda Bhupatis and the Golgr)llda hills are 
often called 'the Gudem hills'. It stands 2,580 feet" 
above the sea on one side of an open vallely and is 
divided into Kottaveedhi and Pataveedhi (new and 
old streets) between which lie the remains of a 
ruined fort. One of the hills above it, B'ldakonda 
rises to about 4,000 feet. No native will go up thi. 
A Goddess namtd Sambari lives there and ani tria 
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:,Jacrifices are made to Her. The story goes, that 
one day a man went to . Her temple just aftt'r the 
sacrifice to fetch a brass pot which he had forgotten 
and came upon the Goddess drinking the blood of 
the offerings, She was furious at being seen and 
flung his pot two miles away, where it made a deep 
hole (still shown) in piece of rock, Since then no 
'native has ventured up the hill. A survey party of 
Europeans, it is locally told, laughed at the 

,Iuperstition and· 1!et out one fine day to take bear
ings from the top of the hilL But they had hardl y 
got half way up when they were surrounded by a 
forest fire which burnt up much of their kit and so 
frightened a horse they had with them that it fell 
over a precipice and was killed. 

There are the temples of Sri Veerabhadra 
,Swamy, Parvati, Simbalagaddi, Ranabheri, Parame
.Iwara and Sri Krishna. The images of Veera
bhadraswamy, Parvati, Paraml\swara, Neelakanta
Iwamy, Krishna and Pancha Pandavas are in h~man 
form. Simhalagaddi is a stone piller 4 feet in 
height and the top of the pillar in the form of a 
grinding stone and in the middle of the pillar 
lion is carved. The deity Bun:a Venkamma is in 
. human form. Gangalamma is worshipped in the 
form of a pot in every house and Boda Kondamma 
is on Boda Kanda hill. 

. Devatala Uthsavam is celtbrated for the deities 
for 3 days from .Magha Bahula Amavasya (January
February). Arrangements are made 15 days in 
advance. This is being celebrated for the past 20 
years and is confined to this and the neighbouring 
villages. The villagers contribute h3lfof(he amount 
spent on the festival and the rest is borne by the 
Muttadar. People of thill and the neighbouring vil
lages congregate. PUjari is a Vaishnava Brahmin 
with the surname 'Kantam'. Dramas are enacted 
dudng this festival. 

.. The other festival of the village is Gangalamma 
Panduga celebrated for one day on Phalguna Bahula 
Amavasya (February-March). Goats and fowls are 
sacrificed to the deity. The villagers believe that 
their cattle w.)uld fall a prey to epidemics if animals 
are not Sicrificed to the deity. This is an ancient 
festival with local congregation. 

Boda Kondamma Uthsavam is celebrated for one 
day on Asvija Suddha Dasami (September-October). 

. During the festival days, the devotees take river
,bath have darshan of the deity and observe fasting 
~i1J .evening and in the evening they take meals after 

deeparadhrmQ is daM. in the temple. The /JIlJari 
observes fasting for 3 days taking milk and fruits 
only. Jagaram is also observed by him. 

SOURCE: Sri Jaya Roo, Clerk, Talu! OjJlu f'ella· 
manchili. 

21. Gummalagoadi-Situated at a distance of 18 
mi les from Chintapalle in a hilly region. 

All the people inbabiting the village arc: 
Bagat~s, a Scheduled Tribe with a popUlation of 
92 p~rttJns. The chief meaDS of their livelihood are 
agriculture and hunting. 

The village deity Ganganamma is worshipped 
ill f,male form with no temple. 

Ganganamma Panduga is celebrated for one day 
ac-:ording to the convenience of the vilhgers usually 
during U gadi i.e., on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March
April). Fowls are sacrificed to the deity. This· is 
can ancient festival confined to Bagatas only. Lncal 
people participate. There is no specific pujari 
All the villagers prepare food at one place and enjoy 
'" social dinner. After. taking meals they all proceed 
for hunting . 

SorRCE: Sri J. V. Ramana' Rao. Cler~. Assistant 
Engineer' s Office, Gummalagondi • 

2i. Bowda-Situated at a distace of about 11 miles 
ffl)Ill Chintapalle, the Taluk ¥eadquarters. 

< 

People of the Bagata Scheduled Tribe (163 
persons) only inhabit the village. The chief means 
of their livelihood is agriculture. 

There are no temples in the village. The vil
lage deities Vitukulamma, Rakshasamma and Boda
kondamma are worshipped. 

Vitukula Panduga is celedrated for one week 
according to the convenience of the villagers in 
Chaitram (March-April). Animals are sacrificed to the 
dt"ity. The devotees go to hunt the animal kanusu 
(elk) and if they come back without the animal, 
their wives send them for hunt again. The devotees 
observe fasting and arrange social dinners. This 
is being celebrated for the past 60 years. Only local 
Bagatas participate. Pujari is a Bagata. 

SOUROI':: Sri P. Brahmanandam, Enumerator, Bowda. 

23. Chikkudubuddi-Situated at a distance of 
about 8 miles from Chintapalle. 

Bagata, and Konda Dora· Scheduled Tribes 
numbering 121 inhabited the village at the 1961 
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Census. The chief mean. of their Hvelihood is 
agriculture. 

The village. deities Boda Kondamma on the 
Boda Konda hill and Gangalamma in the form of a 
pot are worshipped. 

Boda Kondamma Panduga is celebrated for one 
day on Asvija Suddha Dasami (September-October). 
Goats and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. This is' 
being celedrated for the past 16 years with local 
congregation. All Hindus of the village participate. 

Gangalamma festival is celebrated on Phalglllitl 
Bakula Amavasya (February-March). This festival is 
also celebrated in common by the people of Ch it
ralagoppu village. 

SOURCE: Sri M. P. Pydilhalli. Enumerator, Chittapallt'. 

24. Chitralaloppa-Situated at a distance of 
2 miles from Narasapatnam-Chintapalle Road and 
40 milei from Narasapatnam Road Railway Station, 

Th .. population of the village is 10 comprising 
2 households of Kondakapus. 

Gangalamma and Beerakondamma deities are 
worshipped by the villagers. Gangalamma is wor
shipped in the form of a pot in all the households 
while Beerakondamma is on a hill called Beera
tonda. 

Gangalamma festival is celebrated for one day 
on /(otha Amauasya (Phalgunam-February-March). 
It is being celebrated since 1958 only. He-goats and 
fowls are sacrificed to the deity. 

Beerakondamma festival is celebrated on Vijaya 
Dasami i. t., Dasara for one day. In fulfilment of 
their vows he-goats and fowls are offered to this 
deity. 

SOURCE: Sri M. P. Pydithalli, Enumerator, Ckintapalle. 

15. GODcUpakala.-Situated on Narasapatnam
Chintapalle Road at a distance of about 8f milts 
from Chintapalle. 

This village haa a population of 235 of which 
all except one belong to the Scheduled Tribes of 
Bagata and Kondakapu. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture aDd agricultural labour. 

The village deities Boda Kondamma on the hill 
Eodakonda, Gangalamma and Vitukulamma in the 
form of a pot in every house of the village are 
.ofsbipped by the villagcI'l. 

Vitukula PandulQ is celebrated for 8 days from 
Magha Bahula Amavasya (January.Fehruary). Goats 
and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. This is being 
celebrated for the past 18 years. The devotees! 
local and from the neighbouring villages congregate. 
Puja is performed by a Vaishnava. 

Boda Kondamma festival is celebrated on 
AlVija Suddha Dasami (September-October). 

SOURCE: Sri M. P. Pydithatli, Enumerator, Chin'apalle~ 

26 Goppuveedbi alias Korrabayala-Situa'("d 
at a distance of 18 miles from Narasapatnam-Chinta
paIlI' hus route and 36 miles from Naralapatnam 
Road Railway Station. 

The total population of the villa~e is 34, all 
belonging to Scheduled Tribes. The chief mt"anl 
of livelihood of the people is agriculture. 

Village deities Vitukulamma, Rakshasamma are 
worshipped in the form of stones with no temples. 

Vitukulamma Pandllga and Rakshasarnma 
Panduga are celebrated in Chaitram (March-April) 
for 7 da)'s. Fowls and goats are sacrificed to the 
d.eities. This is an ancient festival with local signi
ficance. 

SOURCE: Sri M. P. Pydithalli, En'umerator, Chintapollt. 

27 Jajulapalem-Situated at a distance of Iii miles 
from Chintapalle and 43 miles from Narasapatnam 
Road Railway Station. To reach this village one 
has to travel upt l ) Korrubayulu which is on Narasa. 
patnam-Chintapalle road in a bus and walk 7 miles 
from there. 

Only Kondadoras (S. T)-37 persons inhabit the 
village. The chief means of their livelihood is 
agriculture. 

The village deities Boda Kondamma, Raksha
samma and Vitukulamma are worshipped. 

Vitukala Panduga is celebrated for one week 
according to the convenience of the vi!lagers in 
Chaitram (March-April). Animals are sacrificed. 
The men hunt the animal kanusu (elk) and if they 
come home without getting that animal, their wive. 
send them to the forest again to hunt and catch the 
animal. Only the hill-tribes participate. Theco 
is free feeding. The Villagers observe fasting and 
arrange dinners during the festive occasions. 

SOURCE: Sri J. Prasada Rao, Enruneralor, Sanwaram 
Group. 
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28. Kondasantha-Situated at a distance of 21 
miles from the 7th mile stone of N arasapatnam
Chintapalle Road and about 15 miles from Chinta
palle. 

The total population of the village is 123 and 
117 of them btlong to the Valmiki Scheduled Tribe. 
The chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

There are n) temples. Tne deitj Vltukulamma 
i.s worshipped in the village. 

Vitukula Pand:Jga is c~lebrated acc'Jrding to the 
!Convenience of the villagers in Chaitram (March
April) usually in the first werk ()f March. Coats and 
fowls are sacrificed to the deity. The men hunt the 
animal called 'kanuslI' (elk) and if they do not get 
that animal, they would be insulted by the women 
folk. The devotees observe fasting and jagaram 
during this festival. The Hindu devotees of the 
village participate. Pujari is a' Kammara. 

SOURCE: Sri K, NagabhuJhanam, Kondasantha. 

29. Lammasingi-Situated at a distance of about 
9! miles from Chintapalle and 51 miles from 
Narasapatnam Road Railway Stalion. 

The total population of the village is 524 of 
which 472 belong to Scheduled Tribes, 5 belong to 
Scheduled Caste and 47 belong to other Hindu 
communities. The chief means of their livelihood 
is agriculture. 

The village dfity Rakshasamma is worshipped 
in the village. R?tkshasamma Panduga is celebrated 
for 2 days in Jaisktam (l\11y-June). The devotees 
of the village congreglte. Only Hindus p,uticipate. 

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furmirhed by 
the collactor, Visakflapatrtam. 

30 • .Pedabarada-Situated at a distance of about 8 
iniks from Chintapalle and 60 miles from the 
Narasapatnam Road Railway Station. To reach 
this village, one should travel in a bus from N arasap
atnam to Rajupakalu on Narasapatnam-Chintapalle 
Road an<l from there one has to walk 3 miles to the 
so.uth and 3 miles to the west. 

l ~he total population of the village is 381 com
prised of Bagata and Kondadora Scheduled Tribes, 
The chief, means of their 11 vel ihood are agriculture 
and agr ieul tura11abour. 

c,:,:The'village deity, Gangalamma is worShipped 
jn the form of a pot in every family and Boda 

Kondamma is worshipped on a hill called 'Boda· 
konda' . 

B0da Kondamma and Gangalamma Panduga is 
c('lebr atcd for 3 days from Asvija Suddha Dasami 
(S ptember-October). Goats and fowls are sacrificed 
to the deity. This is being celebrated for past 16 
years and is confined to the neighbJuriug viHages. 
The Hindu devotees of this and the neighbouring 
v;l!.lgeas congregate. PUjol s are performed bv a 
Vaishnava Brahmin. 

V ltukula Panduga is the other festival cele. 
bra ted on Pkalguna Bakula Amavasya (February. 
l\filC h). 

SOT;RCE: Sri M.P. Pydilhalli, Emunerator, Chintapalle. 

3l. Burugubayalu-Situated at a distance of 34 
miles fr,)m Chintapalle amidst the hills. There 
are no communication facillties. 

The total population of the village is 95 com
pri~ing the Scheduled Tribe population of Bagatas, 
Kondadoras and Kondakapus. The chief means of 
their livelihood is agriculture. 

A wooden image is worshipped in the name of 
Viiukulamma under a big tree (with no temple). 

Vitukulamma Panduga is celebrated in Phal
gunam (February-March) for 2 days. Sheep, goats 
and fowls are sacrificed to the;deity. The devoteeS 
cook the flesh of the hunted a'nimal on the first day, 
observing fast and they eat it on the second day 
morning. Kolatam and bhajan, afford entertainment 
on the second night. This is being celebrated for 
the past 50 years with local congregation. 

SOURCE: S,i K. Papa Rao, Enumerator, Borugubayalu. 

3l KudiDlisaru-Situated at a distance of8 miles 
to the west of L'Jthugedda by f<;lot-path and about 9 
miles from Chintapalle. 

The total population of the village is 55, m,.de 
up of Bagata and Samanthu Scheduled Tribes. The 
chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

The village deities Beera I{ondamma,' Ganga-
11 m ma and Vitukulamma are worshipped. Beera 
Kondamma is worshipped in the form of a pot. 

Cang~lamm'i and_ Beera Kondamma Panduga is 
celtbrated for one pr 2 days 'froin; Phalguna BahulfJ 
Amavarya (February-'March); Animals and fowls 
are sacrificed to the deity. 'This festival is over a 
century old and is confined to this and the neighbour~ 
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iog villages. Devotee!> from this and the neighbour
ing villages congregate. 

SoUR.CE: Sri D. Jagga Rao, Student, Census Enumerator) 
Kudimisaru. 

33. Lothugedda-Situated at a distance of 16 
miles from Chintapalle and 34 miles from Narasap
atnam. The hill stream here at a distance of 2 
furlongs from the habitat is very deep (lothu.deep; 
gedda-hill stream); hence it goes by the name 
Loth ugedrla. 

The total population of the village is 159 com
prising Valmiki and Bagata Scheduled Tribes. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricuttural labour and cattle breeding. 

It contains the ruins of three or four old granite 
temples dedicated to Siva, the largest of which bas 
elaborate sculpture. One odd group depicts four 
men with long pointed beards and long pigtails, 
carrying pickaxes on their shoulders holding out 
thdr hands to receive a reward from a king; who is 
sitting on a throne with three ladies behind him. 
The villagers sa y the men are the builders of the 
temple and are Clmtent to accoun t for the beards by 
the conjecture that barbers were probably rare on 
the hills in those days. On three sides of a pillar 
there are inscriptions in Tdugu. 

There are the temples of Sri Veerabhadraswamy, 
Trimurtu1u, Nukalamma and Pandavas. The 
images of Veerabhadraswamy and Trimurtulu are 
of stone in human form and it is said that the 
temple of Sri Veerabhadraswamy was constructed by 
Devathas. The image of Nukalamma is carved in a 
stone in human form with no hands and legs. This 
stone image is placed in a pot decorated with flower 
garlands around its neck. 

Sri Veerabhadraswamy festival is celebratt"d 
. for 3 days from Magha Bahula Triodasi to Amavasya 
,(Janurry-February). Arrangements are made a 
month in advance i.e., from Pushyam (December
January). Everyday pujas are perfo~med in the 
morning and evening. Dal, j ~g~ery cocoanuts and 
bananas are offered as naivedyam to the L::>rd. The 
devotees take bath in Lothugedda (the stream), have 
the darshan of the Lord and observe fasting until 
naivedyam is offered to the deity in the night. Bhajans, 
,dramas and Bhagavathams afford entertainment. This 
is an ancient festival, confined to this and the neigh-

. l>ouring villages. About 2,000 Hindu devotees 
o<:ongregate. Pujari is a Konda Jangam. 

Trimurtula Uthsamm (procession) is celebrat~d 
on the same day during VeerabhadraswamyJestival. 

The other festival of the vi Jlage is Nukalamma 
Panduga celebrated fer 45 days from PhalguTUJ 
Bahula Amavasya (Febr uary-March). The festival 
actually commences 15 days befefe Phalguna Bahula 
Amavasya (February-March). The head of the vil
lage gives Rs. 15/- to pujari to purchase fruits, flowers, 
and milk. Puja is performed. Pujan oberves fasting 
for 45 da ys by tlking fruits and milk only. During 
the festive days he should not smoke. Daily pujas 
are performed upto Kotha Amavasya and on a 
Monday llnd Tuesday before Amavasya, a big 
uthsavam is celebrated. On Tuesday, the villagers 
go for hunting and in th,~ nights dinners are arran
ged. Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to the 
deity and .food is prepared with the meat of the 
fowls. A goat and a sheep are offered to the deity, 
lest they should fall the victims to Her anger. This 
is an ancient festival with local significance. Pujari 
is a Bagata with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Suryanarayana, Lothugedda. 

34. Sampangiputtu-Situated at a distance of 
about 12! miles from Chintapalle. 

The total popu lation of the village is 37 and all 
are Bagatas (Scheduled Tribe). The chief means of 
their livelihood is agriculture. 

The deity Beera Kond3mma is worshipped 10 

the form of pot. 

Berra Kondamma Panduga is celebrated for one 
day on Phalguna Bahula Amavasya (February-March). 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. 
This is being celebrated for the past 90 years and is 
confined to this and the neighbouring villages" Hill 
tribes from this and neighbouring villages congre':' 
gate. 

Yerukula Panduga is als') celebrated in this 
village. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Jagga Rao, Sampangiputtu. 

35. Tarnmingulu-Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
from Lothugedda and 24 miles to the west of Chin
tapa lie. There are no proper communication facili
ties to this village. To reach this village, one 
should travel 10 to 12 miles of hilly tract by foot
path. 

The total popUlation of the village is 143, com
prising Bagata and Samantha Scheduled Tribes. 
Agriculture is the only source of t heir livelihood. 
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There are no temples in the village. The dei. 
tie. Gangalamma and Beera Kondamma are wor

. shipped in the form of A pot and an image respecti. 
vely. 

Recra Kondamma and Gangalamma Panduga 
is celebrated for one day on Phnlguna Balwla Atnavarya 
(February-March). Goats and fowls are sacrificed 
to the deity. This' is being celebrated for the past 
36 years. Hindu devotees of this and the neigh-

. bouring villages congregate. 

SoURCE: Sri D. Jagga Raa, Tnmmingulu. 

36 Aatharla-Situated by the side of ChintapalJe
Gudem Road, t mile from Chintappalle and 301 
miles from Narasapatnam. 

The total population of the village is 281 of 
which 249 are Scheduled Tdbes viz., Bagatalt 

Kammaras and Valmikis. The chief m~ans of their 
livelihood are agriculture' and agricultural 
labour. 

There is only one temple of Sri Somalingeswara-
8wamy on a hill and the image of the deity is in the 
form of a stone Sivalingam. 

Sri Somalingeswaraswamy festival is celebrated 
for 3 days during Maha Sivaratri from Magha Bahula 
Amtlvasya (January-February). Arrangements are 
made 8 days in advance. First the Kavadam family 
of Bagata Tribe performs puja and then the puja is 
performed by a Jangam. Fruits and flowers are of
fered to the Lord. Daily the pujari observes fasting 
from the morning until offering of naivedyam in the 
night. The devotees observe jagarana. This· is of 
ancient origin. Hindu devotees of this and the nei
ghbouring villages congregate. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Varada Raju Naidu, Antharla. 

37 SaDkada-Situated on the Chintapalle-Pedava
Iasa road at a distance of 8 miles from Chintapalle. 

The total population of the village is 187 and' 
169 of them bf'iong to Bagata and Kammara Sche· 
duled Tribes while 13 belong to the Madiga Sche
duled Caste. The chief means of their livelihood 
is agriculture. 

Nandi and Gangalamma are worshipped by the 
villagers in the form of a stone and a pot, which are 
located in the east of the village. Nandi Panduga and 
Gangalamma Panduga are celebrated in Vaisakham 
(April.May) for a week. Some people celebrate the 
same festival in April. and May (Vaisakham). Fowls 
are sacrificed to the deities. This is of ancient ori
gin with local significance. Local Hindus partici
pate. 

Sivaratri iscelebrated on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi 
(January-February). Dawta is celebrated in Asvijam 
(September - October). 

SOURCE: Sri M. Simhachalam. Enumerator, Sankada. 

38 Sankada Kothuru~Situaud at a distance of 8 
miles from Chintapalle on Chintapalle-Peddavalasa 
Road in between Nimmalapalem and Gandem
palle. 

The total population of the village is 73 com
prising Bagatas and Valmikis. The chief means of 

. their livelihood are agriculture and agricultural 
labour. 

The village deities Nandi;and Gangalamma are 
worshipped in the village with no temples. During 
the festive days a stone or a pot is worshipped pla-
dng it to the east of the vi lIage. 

Nandi and Gangalamma Panduga is celebrated 
In Vaisakham (April-May). Fowls are sacrificed to the 
deities. This is of ancient origin with local signi
ficance. Local Hindus participate. 

SOURCE: Sri N. Simhachalam, Enumerator, Sankada
kothuru. 
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Section 

PADERU 

-1. Paderu Group-It is the headquarters of the 
Taluk by the same name. According to the 1961 

-Census count, the village supports a population of 
1,166 perlons and there are altogether 274 occupied 
residential houses. Bagata, Valmiki, Kondakapu, 
Kammilri (Ojulu), Nookadora, Gh:'lSi Scheduled 
Tribes (529 persons); Brahmin, Vaisya, Gavarat 
Telaga, Kapu, Kamsali, Chakali, Mangali Hindu 
castes and Scheduled Castes (57 persons) inhabit the 
village. The place is connected by road with Araku 
on which buses ply in summer season. Lot-hugeddat 
Golapet and Kaligada are connected by roads. The 
Dandakaranya-Balingir-Kiruburu Railway line 
opens good transport and communication facilities 
to the villages in this taluk. 

Padel'u group consists of Kothapaderu, Paderu, 
. '-Gudivada, Chundruputtu and Locheliputtu villages. 

In Kothapaderu village Sankudemudu is sym
bolised in a stone under a ravichettu (ficus relegiosa). 
In Paderu, Parvati-Parameswaralayam with a tower 
and Sivalinga, Nandi and Vighneswara stone idols, 
Durga deity symbolised in two stones under a ban
yan tree in the centre of the village, ant-hill of 
Nandi Devatha, Ganga Devatha symbolised in an iron 
piece of 7 inches in the shape ofa spear at a distance 
of 3 furlongs from the village under a juvvichettu 
(ficustsicle) and Pothuraju deity symbolised in a 
'Stone under a banyan tree are worshipped by the 
villagers. The Nandi Devalha Panduga is celebrated 
once in 7 years at the convenience of the villagers. 

Neela Kanteswaralayam is the place of worship 
in Gudivada village Sivalingam, Nandi stone idol, 
Parvatidevi and Vinayaka ston<: idols adorn the 
temple. Mah'lSivaratri festival is celebrated for 1. 
-day. Daily pujas are offered in this temple. Pujari 
is Sri K. Pinnama Naidu, a Bagata ofLocheliputtu 
village. Gangadevetha and Nandidevatha symboli~ 
:sed in stones are also worshipped in Gudivada 
village. 

Sankudemudu, Sri Veerabrahmamgari Mutt 
,(constructed 10 years back), Rama Mandir with a 
-coronation picture of Rama are the places of wor~ 
'Ship in Chunduruputtu village. In Rama Mandir 
~md the Brahmamgari Mutt daily pujas are offered. 

VI 

TALUK 

In 1969 the villagers formed committeess and 
contr~butions were being collected towards the con
struction of Sri Venk;;teswara temple and Sri Veer a
brahmamgari Mutt. Pujaris in all the temples are of 
Bagata Tribe. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachm.dra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informants: (1) Sri Giddi Appala Naidu (Bagata) , 
Village H,'adman. 

(2) Sri Vanchela Pentaiah (Bagata) , 
Pu jari , C hundruputtu flillage. 

(3) Sri Pula Peda Appa Rao (Gavara), 
Chundruputtu. 

2. Matchagundam-It is in the area of Mattam 
village situated at a distance of 9 miles to the north 
of Paderu. 

"Matsya gundam ('fish pool') is a curious pool on 
the Macheru ('fish river') near the village of Matam, 
9 miles north-north-west of Paderu and close under 
the great Yendrika hill. 5,188 feet above the sea. A 
barrier of rocks runs right acrl')ss the river there, and 
the stream plunges into a great hole and vanishes 
beneath this. reappearing again about a hundred yards 
lower down. Just where it emerges from under the 
barrier it forms a pool wbich is crowded with mahseer 
of all sizes. These are wonderfully tame, the bigger 
ones feeding fearlessy from one's hand and even allow
ing their backs to be stroked. They are protected by 
the Madgole Zamin4ars-who on several grounds 
venerate all fish and by superstitious fears. Once, goes 
the story, a Brinjari caught one and turned it into 
curry. whereon the king of the fish solemnly cursed 
him and he and all his pack-bullocks were turned into 
rocks which may be seen there till this day. At Siva-· 
ratri a festival occurs at the little thatched shrine near
by (the pujari at which is a B'lgata) and part of the 
ritual consists in feeding the sacred fish." 

This is the most important temple of the entire 
Paderu Agency. Though the fish pond (Matfthagun
dam) is very ancient one, it became widely known 
recently. A pucca temple was constructed here in 
1967 through the efforts of Sri K. Satyanarayana 
Raju, the then Tahsildar of the Taluk, by collecting 
contributions of about Rs. 10,000. 

The name of the Lord is Meenakshi Sa",.t". 
Matchalingeswara Swamy. The Sivalinga (Phamc 
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emblem) is 8 inches in diameter and I foot in height. 
-2 feet high stone idol of Meenakshi Ammavaru and 
2 feet high stone idol of Vighneswara are there in 
the temple. I feet high Nandi (bull-God) stone 
idol is ther'! infront of the temple. The fish in. the 
Matchagundam (fish pond) are said to be God·sent 
~nd they eat whatever eatables aTI'! given to them 
withb~lt harming the people. 

'Daily pujas are offered to the Lord. The rou
tine pujas are: Udayam archana at 7 to 7.30 a. m., 
naivedyam at 8 a. m., Alahanaivedyam at II a. m., 
at1? r./eeparotlhana at 7 tD 8 p. m. 

The Matchagundam ratra is the most famous 
pilgrimage tQ the trihals of thi.s Agency tract. The 
guno.am is at a distance of 50 yards behind the temple 
and it is 12 ft"et in diameter. The yalra takes place 
for 3 days fN Sivaratrf from Magka Bakula Triodasi 
to Amavasya. A fair alsf) is held in this connection 
during ,these 3 days. About 60 shops selling various 
commodities, eatables. vegetableB~ fruits, steel, brass 
and German silver' utensils, cloth and clothes are 
!WId. Over 10,000 people attend the fair and receive 
darsan of the Lord. Circus, whirling wheels, lottery, 
etc., provide entertainmer.t to tbe people. Dramas, 
Puranakalakshepams and Bhagavatams are the cultural 
programmes arrangf'd to entertain the public. 
About 20 sheds are arranged for the Health and 
Malaria, Policr, Pan{'hayat Samithi and Taluk 
Office Officials. Health and medical facilities are 
arranged fdr the public during these 3 days. 

Pujari of the temple is Sri Komallapalli Gopala 
Rao, Adi~aiva Brahmin of Koundinyasa gotram. He 
is paid Rs. 50 per month towards his services and 
~or the puja ~aterials. 

SOlmcE: Information collected by Sri Cn. Purnachandrll 
Rao, Economic lrwestigator. 

Informant .: Sri Pujari Venkata Swamy, Village Head
man, Hukumpet. 

3, Sujanakota-Situated at a distance of 31 miles 
from Paderll, the taluk headquarters and 77 miles 
from Anak3palle. 

T,h~ total population of the villag~ is 626 of 
which Scheduled T rihes p')pu lat ion predomi na tes 
with 549 persons. Tbe chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade 
And other traditional occupations. 

Gangadevi al,1d Loro ,C;iY:1 festiv,lls arc celt'brl-
ted for 2 days in "Ha~lu ,L (lauudry-February). 

About 2,000 Hindu devotees of this and the neigh-
houring v~llages congregate. 

SoURCE: Superinfmiknt of Police, V;sakhapatnam. 

.. SeetJaaguata-Situated at a distance of 20 
miles from Paderu and the distance has to be cove
red by walk orby bullock cart. 

Of the total population of 122 of the village, 
the Sch~duled Tribe p<>pulation (Bagata and Val
miki) accounts for III while the remaining 12 non
tribal pC'fsons belong to Kummari caste. The chief
means of livelihood of the people is agriculture. 

The deities Sanku Devatha and P,dda Devatha are
worshipped in this village. 

Itikala Panduga is celebrated in this village in 
Chaitr.m (March-April). Fowls and sheep are sacri
ficed and the devotees observe fasting and jagaranaS 

This festival is being celebrated from ancient time. 
but is of local significance only. The residents of 
the village congregate without any distinction of 
caste or creed. Pujari is a Bag-ata. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Sur_ya .tfUTty, Revenue Inspector, Ki{a
gada. 

S. BantrottupDttu-Situated at a distance of 15 
miles from Paderu. 

The entire popUlation of 121 persons belong to 
Tribal communities of Bagata and Valmiki. The 
chief means of liVelihood of the residents is agricul .. 
ture. 

Kesava Swamy temple is the only temple in this 
village. 

Lord Kesava Swamulavari Uthsavam is celebrated 
for 3 days in Chaitram (March-April). Cocoanuts and 
plantains are offered to the deity. The devotees 
observe fa!'ting and jagarana. This festival is of 
ancient origin with local significance. The. devotees 
of the village congregate without any dlslinction of' 
cajlte or creed. Pujari is a Bagata. 

SOURCE: Sri Surya Murty, Revenue Inspector, Kilagada._ 

6. Gamparai-Situated at a distance of9 miles 
from Pdderu by can route and by walk. 

The tota 1 popUlation of the viHage is 394 and it 
is made up of Bagataand Valmki tribes (382 per __ 

'sons) and Mettu Kamsali caste (12 persons). The 
chief mealls of livelihood of the residents is 'agticul!" 
ture. 
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The deities Sanku deMtha and Pothu Raju arc 
worshipped in this village. 

. ltikala Panduga is celebratfOd in Chaitram (Marcil
April). Goatl and fowls are sacrificed to the deity. 
This is an ancient festival and has local significance. 
The residents of the villalle congregate. All com
munities take part. Pujari is a Bagata. 

SoURCE! Sri B. Surya Murty, Revenue Inspector, 
Kilagada. 

7. Guntaseema Group-Guntaseema is at a dis
tance of 28 miles to the North of Paderu, the taluk 
headquarters. All the distance except 6 miles from 
Paderu to Hukumpeta has to be covered by walk. 
From Paderu to Hukumpeta there is bus servic~. 

Guntasetma has a popula lion of 462 at the 1961 
Census count. Important villages in this group are 
Guntaseema, Layagl'lnda, Gedelabanda, Tootangi, 
Lakk4, Gunta Gannela, Kujabangi, Kinjeru, Ran
galasingi, Jamiguda, Pittaguda and Kutti. 

Bagata, Kondakapu, Reddidora, Chittigowd, 
Gadaba, Katiya, Valmiki are the Scheduled Tribes 
and Mettu Kamuili, Kam~ali and other non-tribal 
Hindu communities in small numbers inhabit these 

villages. 

In Pittaguda, a small village, a church is there 
and a school also is run by the Christians. 

In G'lDtaseema village there is a Rama Mandir 
with the corenation picture 01 R~ma in a thatched 
hut. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 2 days. 

,Ponolcam and vadapappu are distributed as prasadam 
to the people. Pujari is Shri Killo Dornbu Naidu of 
Koti} a tribe. There are no Siva temple s in this 

area. 

Modakondarnma deity is worshipped once in 3 
years in Layagandct village. A fair is also held in this 
connection and about 400 persons gather to witness 
the fair and the deity. Jakarademudu, Sankude
mudu. Pothuraju and Gangadevatha are the com
mon dei ties and the common festivals are Sankranti, 
Clwitra, Samokotha, Deepavali, Jeedloi, etc., accompa. 
nied by dances, flok songs and music. 

SOURCE: InJormalion collected by Ch. PUTnochandra Roo, 
Economic Investigator. 

ltifonnant: Sri Matfam Bheemlingam Naidu,a Village 
Headman, Guntareema Group. 

8. Dokulul'1l Group-The villages in this group 
are: Garisapalli, Lagisapalli, Guttu}.aputtu, Ired ... 
palli, Vamjangi, Pinalocha, Nereduvalasa, Kuncha
palli, Munchangi Puttu, Solamolu are the revenue' 
villages under the jurisdiction of this group of villa .. 
ges. 

Bagata, Kondakapu, Nookadora, Valmiki are 
the important Scheduled Tribes inhabiting these 
villages. There are Khonds in 2 or 3 villages. 

In Lagisapalle village there is a Siva temple. 
Daily pujas are offered. A Jangam Devara is the 
pujari. one acre oC wet land is there for this temple. 
The pujari enjoys this land towards his services. 
Sivaratri fes~ival is celebrated for 2 days. About 500 
people gather to lee the Lord. About 25 shops are 
arranged. 

]1 feet high stone idol of Vemanna, 4- feet high 
stone idol of Koralanna enclosed with a stone com_ 
pound, 2 feet high stone idol of Jakaramma deity 
are there in the village. Bagatas are the pujaTis for 
all these drities. Pujaris' services are required at 
the time of festivals only. There are no daily pujas 
for these deities. A he-buffalo is secrificed to Ve
manna. In Dukuluru village stone idols of Pothu
raju, Jakarademudu and Gangadevatha and a Rama 
Mandir are there. For Dasaro festival, a he-goat is 
sacrificed at the Pothuraju deity. Fowls are sacri
ficed and cocoanUTS also are offered to the deity. 
Rama's coronation picture is arranged in a hut and 
bhajans are coriducted now and then. Sri Ramo Nfl .. 
vami festival is celebrated for on~ day. 

The festivals observed in this area are Sankranti, 
Chaitra (Vitukula Par:duga), Jeedfoi (JaJlaredrmudu 
Panduga), Korrokotha, Dasaro, Dupavoli and Sri 
Rama Navami. 

SOURCE: InformatIOn collected by Shri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic !nvestigator. 

INFORMANT: Sri Tammarha BonJu Naidu, Village Head
man, Dokuluru. 

9 Kimudupalle-Situated at a distance of 15 
miles from Paderu. 

The total population of the village is 48 and it 
is made up of the foll C1wing tribal communities 
Bagata, Valmiki and Menu Kamsali. The chieC
means of }jvr lihood of the p,.ople is agriculture. 

. The only temple of Kesava Swamy ~ith the 
image of the deity is tht place of wonhip in the 
village. 
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Lotd Kesava Swam), fesUv:U is eel~brated for 
3 dayi in this village. Cocoanuts and fruits' are 
effered to the Lord. The-devotees observe fasting 
and jagarana during the three da ys. This is being 
eelebrated from the ancient tiriles. The devotees of 
the village congregate without any distinction of 
caste or creed. PujaTi is Sri M:lntra Ramaiah, a 
Bagata. This festival is celebrated once in 3 years. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Surya Rao iVlurtflj, Revenue Inspector, 
Kilagada. 

10. MiJlimuluru Group-Minimuluru is at a 
distance of 6 miles from Paderu to its south on the 
way to Madagula. It Ins a population of SOO. 

The villages in this group are Addamanda, 
SanyaSammapalem, Kujjalis. Thumpada, Vartha
napalli, Kadali, Gurupalli, Thamarajupalli, Vanu
gupalli, Vantamamidi and Konflamamidi. Bagata, 
Gadaba, Nookadora, Reddidora, Kondakapu inha
bit these villages. 

In . Vardhanampalli village, there is a small 
temple of Veeranarayana. There are no Siva tem
ples in this group of villages. In Minumuluru 
village there is a small temple of Modakondamma 
deity with her 5 feet high cement idol in human 
form. She is a famous hill deity of the area. Pujari is 
Sri Minumula Jagannadha Patfudu, a Bagala. Jatara 
for the deity takes place for 2 days for Dasara festi
val. Two he-buffaloes and one he-goat are sacrificed 
to the deity. Contributions from this and the 
·neighb:.JUring villages amounting to Rs. ISO are 
collected towards the celebration of the festival. 
Over 1,000 people witness the Jatara. 

The deitiee worshipped in these villagts are 
Sankudemudu, Jakarademudu, Pothuraju and Gan
gadevatha. 

'SOURCE: InformatIOn collecttd by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Ruo, Economic Investigator. 

Informant.: Sri Vanthada Malaiah, Village" Headman, 
Minumuluru Group of villages. 

11. Daligumma-This village is at a distance of 
1 mile from Hukumpeta and 7 miles from Paderu. 

It has a population of 157 persons, C()rtsi~ting of 
Kondakapu, Bagata and Valmiki Scheduled Tribes. 

In this village there is a 4 feet high stone idol 
of Lord Budda und~r a bani an tree and is known a8 
Tumra t!ethIUiu. Other deities' are Sankudemudu, 
fothuraju and Nandi demudu. Swarat,i festival is 

observed for j days at the Bu1dha idol. Pujar; 
obseres festing and jagarana on these :3 days. Pujari' 
is a Bagata. About 600 people of this and the 
neighbouring villages congregate to witness the 
festival on each of these 3 days. 

The villages in Hukumpeta group are: Chinta
laveedhi. Eguvadiguduputtu, Diguvadigud uputtu, 
Sampangiputtu, Sobhakota, Chundruputtu, Cbilaka
puttu, Godiviri, Nandaputtu, Arlada, Munchangi
puttu, Konthili, Muli"aputtu, Beeram, Patimamidi, 
Kanguaputtu, Guda, Marriputtu, Malaguda, 
Lakaiouttu, Vallangiputtu, Gochchari, Kodali, 
Dooruveedhi, Gannaraputtu, Matamkothuru, Jaka
lavalasa, Nakkalaputtu, Mattujori, Rangapalli, 
Pettugodalu, KunturJa, Boddaputtu. Mullametta, 
Nirnmalagondi, Koolamamidi, Theegalavalasa • 
Kinneralova, Gurralathota, Thokadurgam, Diga
garadapalli, Ega Garadapalli, Kam'lyyapeta, Bijja
pal!i; Amuru, Pamurayi, I~ukagaruvu, Seediputtu. 
Ontiputtu, Podeli, etc. The deities in thes e village 
are Sankudemudu, Pothuraju, Nandiputta, Ganga
de vi , J akarademudu Symbolised in stones under 
treeS or in huts. Bagatas, Kondakapus and Valm i
kis are predominent in most of the villages, Kodulu 
are predominent in Kunthurlu. Boddabuttu. Mulla
metta, Volubedda, Kinneralova, Gurralathota. 
Tholla Durgam, Digagarodapalli, Egagardapalli, 
BijjapaUi and Amuru villages. A few non-tribal 
communities, Christians and Muslims also are there 
in some of the villages. 

There are churches in Bukumpeta and Mala

guda villages. 

The festivals celebrated in these villages are 
Vdukula Panduga, Sankranti, Nandi Panduga, Korrakotha, 
K andikotha, Samakotha, U gadi, Dasara, Sivaratri and 

Deepavali. 

SOURCE : Information collected by Sri Ch. purnachalldra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Sri Pujari Venkata Swamy, Village Head
man & Accountant, Hukumpeta Group, native 
of Thala rap eta Village. 

12. Sovva Group of Villages-Sovva is at a dis
tance of 36 miles to the north of Paderu and border
ing Orissa State. The villages in this group are: 
Sovva, Malavalasa, Karakavalasa, Panasavalasa, 
Kotragondi, Malingivalasa, Kanguvalasa. Devuni
valasa, Chinakaguvalasa, Chundiwgivalasa. Sagiri
valasa, Ranginivalasa, Paridivalasa, Koorayi, Jan
karav'llasa, Gasaba, Moriguda, Chimiliguda, Kolla-
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puttu, Thollavalasa, JamigQda, ~itra;ganda, Ml)ui
gu~a, G~ppul!lg~~a ;lnd Chanaq"p\:ldu. 

Kotiya, Khond, Valmiki and Kondakapu are 
the predominent Scheduled Tribes in these villages. 
In Sovva and Koorayi villag~s, Bagatas are predo< 
minent. Matiya, Nookadora, Maleelu and POljas 
are the other communities. There are no churches 
in these villages. 

In Sovva village, there is a Rama .Mandir with a 
coronation picture of Rama in a hut. Sri Rama 
Ntn;am; is celebrated for I day, daily pujas are 
not Qft'tred in this temple. 

Jalt~rademudu, SankudeU)udu, Gangadev.'lth;l 
and Pl>tbuf.llju 4fiti~s ~re worsllipped. Sankt;anJi, 
Chqitra, :petllai, Kqrrq~~~, lJasara. D.ePQwli 
,nd Sri lla.1n9 J¥ap4TR' .r, tll~ ~stivals celebrat.e" 

'" ,t,qf~ ~iU~es. 
$cro~&: If1formfltW" ctJIlmea by ~ri Ch. Purnachandra 

Rt.., 8cf1tw1Sic lnvrstigator. 

·1lfl'~"At!IT : Sri Bl1ndongi Simhachalam Paidu, Village 
Hs.g.n, Souva Group. 

'13. Lamthampadu-Lies on ISlo - 15' - 42" Nor
tbern latitude and 82°-32'-20 "Eastern longitude, 
louted QO tll«; tep of a bill about 4,500 ft. M.S.L. 
aqlidU a ,cries of picturesque hills whose altitude 
varies (fop} 3,500 to 5,470 feet. It is at a distance 
~i l~ n"lH~. frow i\rak~ Valley a~d the entire dis
t;"oce h~ s to be covered by walk. 

Lamt!lampadu (llaIPlet of Siragam village) has 
a population of 98 persons as per the village survey 
conducted in April-May 1963. The break up of 
etbnic groups is as follows: Khonds (82 persons), 
Nook~doras (11 persons) and Kotias (5 persons)
all Scheduled Tribes people. 

An tribes worship the village deities, namely, 
Sankude~udu, Jakarademudt,l and Kondademudu 
in order to have a good harvest and to be free 
f .. om tiiJease and other misfortunes. . They also 
celebrated the Hindu festivals like Sivaratri and 
&nlurqlfUlnam (Sankranti) besides the annual wor
ship of ancestors. All the village deities are symbo
lised iIi conical shaped stones. Animal sacrifice is a 
compulscrily resorted to appease the village deitie!l. 
During the harvest season every household cooks 
the new corn and offers to the ancestors and Konda. 

. 4e~udu what is locally known as Kottakalavadam as it 
token of reverence before it is consumed. These 

~ ~i~ {estivc:l.ls are known as Mq,midikotha, Kandikolha 

Gummlf4,,[fot4t!:. $am~~'hp, ~tc. Tbe village fe'tivala 
,\re ~lvan 'S$ociated witl) tbe WQrshipofsolllcdcit}l 
Qr other. aes~des ~he w~l'ship of tile above vilhge 
dieties, all the tribes of thi~ hamlet participate in 
the worship of Peddademudu along with other. 
tribes 9f the neighbouring hamlets l;lt Siragam. 
the m'\ip viUilge. None (If the tribals have so far 
visited any shrine or pilgrim centre. The festi~ah 
of this village are usually associated with the 
worship of the village deities. 

There are no temples either in this village or 
anywhere in thiS hill region. The priesthood of 
Disari and Gurumai are not heriditary among Khond$ 
unlike among Kotia and Nooka DOTiis. Any Khond 
man and woman can attain the office 0 f the prielt 
by learning the sacred venes. The details of these 
sacred verses as recited by the village priests could 
not be collected as revealing them to othns is con
sidered a sin. 

It is customary among KbQnds to worShip the 
90ddess Ammathalli on every Tuesday before cele
brating any festival whereas it is not a Gustom 
among Kotia and Nooka Dora tribes. There are no 
annual fairs i\1 this village or in thj~ hill region. 

Jakarademudu: The wprship of J~kfl~ademudu, t~e 
village deity, otherwise kno\\n as Sivaratri festivl}l, 
is usually performed on any Monday, Wedl;lc;sd;u 
or Friday in month of Maghalenji (January-Feb
ruary). This deity symbolised by a cpnical sh\lpeq 
stone is located on the eastern side under a sampenga 
( ) tree. On the day of worship the 
Gurumai, after taking bath in the early hours of the 
morning cleans the premises of this deity and deco
rates it with l'angavalli (lime decoration) by using 
turmeric powder. The women clean the house 
with dung and decorate with ranglvalli. Each bouse
hold contributes a little quantity of various types 
of corn raised in the villa~e I,lnd the same is kept in 
a bamboo basket. Besides this basket of colJected 
corn, a small basket of rice is also kept. An ear
then lamp is lit by the Gumma; with castor oil. 
Gurumai then sprinkles a little of this mixed corn 
over th~ rangllPalii while reciting a few sacred verses 
and feeds the fowl. Afterwards the fowl is sacri
ficed to invoke the blessings qf the drity. A littl-e 
quantity of mixed corl! i, kept in a small pit, which 
is due in frotH of the deity. In thi~ connection a 
pig is ~acri6ed ~nd a community feast is arranged 
with the meat oftbis sacrificed animal in the pr~mi
ses of this dl:ity. Afterwards, all of them take bath 
bdore tbt"j rtturn to thtir re~pective homes. It ill. 
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a privilege of the Villase Naidu (Headman) to 
retain the remaining mixed seed after the worship 
of the deity which is used for broadcasting in his 
fields during the sowin! season. Afterwards, the 
other vHlagers broadcast the seed in their fields. 
It is a popular belief among these tribes that the 
crops yield better results if this deity is worshipped· 

Peddademudu: Peddademudu, one of the important 
deities of this region is situated at Siragam~ the 
main village. This -deity is worshipped on any 
Sunday in the month of L'lndilenji (May-June). All 
the tribals of the main village including six other 
hamlets, participate actively in this function. In 
the early hours of the day, Janni, the traditional 
priest of K')til tribe takes blth and cleans the pre
mises of the deity. He offers cooked rice locally 
known as bhuuall'lm while reciting a few sacred 
verses. In this connection sixteen fowls and one 

\ 

goat and one he-buffalo are offered as sacrifice to 
invoke the blessings of this deity. The cost of 
these animals is equa'ly shared by all the tribals of 
the main village and its h.lmlets. Musical instru
ments are also played on this occasion. It is a cus· 
tom to distribute the meat of the fowl equally 
among all the men wao played tl:le musical instru
ments. The meat of the goat is distributed among 
Kotia and Nooka Dora hOUieholds whereas the 
meat of the he-buffalo is distributed among Konda 
Dora and Khond households. This deity is annu
ally worshipped with a strong belief that they and 
their cattle will be protected from the menace of 
the wild animals. 

Kondademudu.: The tribals bdieve that Kondade
mudu, . the village deity, is located on BJdparva
tham (big hill) which is to the south of the village. 
Gurumai the trad itional fern lie priest of Khond. 
worships this deity on any Wednesday in the month 
of Ashadalenji (June-July). The women bedaub 
their houses with dung and mud and all the tribals 
take bath on this day. A small pandal is erected 
at the foot of Bodparvatham with Reredi (engenia 
j amb::>lane) twigs. The place covered by this 
pandal is cleaned and smeared with dung and mud. 
The!) a small mango and a plantain plant are plan
ted in the centre of this panda I. The p.:mdal is 
decoratt'd with rangaVcllli by using turmeric powder 
and rice flour. A new pot' filled with water is kept 
over this rangaval!i and it is covered with an earthen 
lamp besides keeping a little basket of rice. While 
reciting the sacred verses, the Gurumai offers nirkalu 
(rice corn) by throwing them towards the pandal. 
In this connection incense is also burnt. The goat 

prop')sed for the sacrifice is fed with a little quan
tity of rice by the Gurum2i. Afterwards the animal 
is decapitated by any tribal present on the occa
sion. A community feast is thereafter arranged 
with a portion of the meat of this Silcrificed animll. 
The remaining meat is equally shared by all the 
households. Before returning home they take bath 
in the hill stream. This deity is worshipped to 
protect their men and cattle against wild animals 
as they eke out their livelihood from the forest. 

Sankudemudu, the Village deity is worshipped 
on any Wednesday in the month of Ashadalenji (June
July). It is symbolised in a conical shaped stone 
and situ~ted in the east of the village under a nerer/u. 
tree. The Gurumai cleans the premises of this deity 
and decorates with turmeric p(}wder. The cooked 
kotha jonna (new jowar) and gummadi (pumpkin) 
leaves are offered to this deity before it is consumed 
by them. In this connection, a fowl and a pig are 
also Bcrificed to this deity. The meat of the sacri
ficed pig is equally shared by all the Khond house
holds whereas the meat of the fowl is sh'ued by 
Nooka Dora and Kotia households as they do not 
eat pork. The wor~hip of this deity is believed to 
protect them against any d'isease. 

Vttting festival: The vitting festival or Chaitra 
festival is celebrated on any Sunday in the month 
of Heeralenji (March-April). Prior to the actual 
celebration of this festival, one G~rum2i worships the 
Goddess Ammatalli and another Gurumai cleans a 
little place in the centre of the village and decorates 
with rangavalli by using rice flour. Afterwards she 
keeps an egg over the rangavalli. Then she faces east 
and worships this Goddess by recitin~ the sacred 
verses with occasional sprinkling of rice. A few 
minutes later both the Gurumais go t::> the suburbs in 
the east of the village and then draw parallel lines 
with the rice flour. Afterwards a little of rice corn 
is sprinkled and again she recites the sacred verses 
while facing east. The egg is then offered to the 
deity by pouring the white substance on the paralell 
lines, drawn with rice flour and the remaining sub
stance of this sacrificed egg is taken by both the 
Gurumais or it may even be thrown out on the out
skirts of the village. This festival is celebrated with 
the belief that it gives them protection from cough, 
cold and epidemic diseases. 

On the day of celebration of this festival all 
men and women take bath in the early hours of the 
day. The houses are smeared with dung and earth • 
The Gurumai draws the rangavalli with turmaric 



PADERU TALUK 109 

-lpowder by the side of oven in her house. A small 
-basket with rice is kept over this rangavalli and then 
.a clay lamp is kept over the basket. While sprink
ling a little quantity of rice occasioeally, the Gurumai 
Tecites sacred verses and then a fowl is sacrificed to 
the ancestors who are locally known as Dumbas. In 
this connection, every household offers a fowl to 
their respective Dumbas. The cooked feasty food
stuffs are collected from each household by the 
tGurumais ina small basket made of add a leaves. 
All the food thus collected in the village is offered 
to Dumbas by Gurumais on the out-skirts in the east 
-of the village and a little quantity of it is distributed 
to children who followed them to the out-skirts of 
the village. In this connection, all the men go to 
"the forest for hunting contineously for eight days 
.and the women assume the role of the head of the 
family. It is customary that men should hunt some 
.animal or the other during this festive period. If 
.any man passes through the village particularly 
~uring this festive period, the women demand fine 
.locally known as sunkam from him. If the man fails 
·to pay the sunkam for any reason, turmeric water is 
-.sprinkled on him. The menfolk are honoured for 
the successful hunt and happy return to house. 
The man responsible for bagging the animal is 
treated as the hero of the day. The meat of this 
.animal is distributed equally among all the house
holds in the village. Irrespective of the result of this 
<eremonial hunt, the festival concludes on the eighth 
-day. 

Kulimaraka: This is another festi v.l performed 
on any of the three days namely, Monday, Thursday 
-and Friday of any week, in the month of Banda Pour
nima (July·August). 

Pushyaporob and other festivals : Poushyapor ob 
festival is celebrated on any Tuesday in the month 
-of Puslenji (December-January). The houses are 
'smeared with dung and mud and all tribals take 
bath in the early hours of the day. On this occa-
sion ariselu, a Sweet preparation is prepared with chodi 
(finger millet) flour, jaggery and vegetable oil 
(groundnut or gingelly oil). All these foodstuffs 

.and new clothes are kept in a new window and 
-offered to their respective ancestors. Dressed in 
new <:lothes, both men and women play dimsa dance 
'out of joy and excitement on all the festive days. 

The Khonds as well as other tri bes of this village 
~onsider Sun, Moon and Stars Devethalu (village 
<deities) but they do not worship them. 

Makara Sankranti : an important festival in 
Andhra Pradesh is locally known as Sankuramanam. 
It is performed by all these tribals but the method er 
celebration and the significance attached to the 
festival slightly differ. 

Sivaratri: and other Hindu festivals are perform
em by all the tribes of this village. 

SOURCE: Village Survey Monograph on Lamthampudu 
drafted by Sri M. V. S, Rai, B.A. 
Economic Investigator 

14. Araku Group: It is 3 miles from Araku 
valley to the west of Araku valley. It has a popula
tion of 936 persons. 

The villages in this group are: Araku, Kuridi, 
Anjodu, Gattarajilledu LogiIi and Nimmagadda. 

Valmiki, Kondadora, Kondakapu, Kotiya, 
Kammari, Bagata, are the Scheduled Tribes and 
Mettukamsali and Sandi are the other communities 
inha biting these villages. 

Iswaralayam with a Siv.1lingam, Vinayaka, a 
Nandi and a coronation picture of Rama in a 
thatched hut established ab:)Ut 30 years ago (iH 
1939), Gangamma deity symblised in a stone and 
pots under a tree, pothuraju ~ymbC)lised in a stone in 
thatched hut under a tree and Jakaramma symbo
lised in a stone in a hut under a tree are the deities 
worshipped by the people of Araku. 

The festivals celebrated here are Sioaratri and 
Ganapati Navaratrulu (Vinayaka Chaviti), and ~ri Rama 
Navami. On SlVaratri about 40 poor people are given 
food at the temple. About 400 people offer jagarana 
and fasting for Sivaratri. Panakam and vadapappu are 
distributed to the people who gather there for Sri 
Rama Navami festival. 

Gangamma deity is worshipped for 6 days priori 
to Sankranti and on Sankranti day. Pujari is Sri Pujari 
Chinnaiah of Kondadora Tribe. 

Peddademudu (Pothuraju) is appeased in the 
month of Vaisakham (April-May) by sacrificing a he
buffalo and a he-goat at the deity. For J akaramma 
deity, a bullock is sacrificed on Her festival day. 
Pujari is Sri Pujari Chinnaiah. 

/Corrakoth'J, Mamidikoth'J, Dasara, Deepavali, Sad! .. 
ranti, (Pushya p:lrob), Sivaratri, Sri RJITU Navam i, Kotla, 
Amavasya, Chaztra PorOD are the festival! obse rved in 
the villages of Araku area. 
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SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

In/r!rm(Jnt: Sri K. Rama Rao, r.i.:ondakapu) Village Head
mall, Araku. 

15. KandruDl Group-These are also villages 
bordering Orissa State. Kandrum village is at a 
,i'istanre 'of about 30 miles to the north of Pa(leru. 
It has a population of 278. 

Important villages in this group ~re: Kandrum, 
Musiri, Gadabagalugu, Ombic, Badameedi, Panasa
puttu. Kotiya, Bagata, Valmiki, Samanthu, Kon
dflkapu, Kammari alias Ojulu are the important 
Schfduled Tribes inhabiting the area. 

Jagini deity near Musirigondiguda village 
is one of the important deities of this area. Daily 
pujas by offering cocoanuts, flowers, etc. are obser
ved for the deity. Once in a year festival for this 
deity is celebrated for I day on Chaitra Pournami. 
Dimsa dance also takes place. About 30 men and 
women perform the dance while over 200 people 
witness the performance. 

Sankudemudu, Gangadevata, Jakarademudu, 
Jaginidevata are worshipped. Apart from the 
festivals of these deities, Dasara, Vitakula Panduga, 
Deepavali are celebrated by the people in these 
villages. 

SoURCE Information collected by Sri Ch. PUrtlachandrfl 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant Sri K. Rama Rao (Valmiki) , Village Head-
man, Laigallda Village. 

16. Hukumpeta - Situated at a distance of 6 
miles to the north of Paderu. It is connected 
by bus. 

It has a population of 493 persons, compnsmg 
Bagata, Valmiki, Kondakapu - Scheduled Tribes 
(330 persons); Scheduled Castes (7 persons) and the 
rem~ining 153 persons belonging to different Hindu 
castes vi;:... Brahmins, Vaisyas, K~pus, Telagas, 
Gavaras and a few Muslims and Christians. 

The deities Sankudemudu, Pothuraju and 
Ji"l~ndiputta are worshipped by the people of this 
village. A Church also was constructed in 1965. 
Sankudemudu is symbolisrd ill a litone and took His 
abode in a hut. This deity is worshipped for 1 day 
on Sankranti. Tribal dances (dimsa, etc) take place 
clay and night for 3 days ending with Sankranti. 
About 30 maltS and females participate In the 

dance while 100 people witness the dance. Sheep,. 
goats, fruits and cocoanuts are offl'red to the deity~ 

Pothur~jll, syml>olised in a stone, is al$o she-
Hemf q,nder a QQt. 'For Vitukula Panduga: (in Chaitra: 
month), the df!ity is worspipped for I day. Sheep, 
goats, rams are lIacrificed and frui t5 and cocoanuts" 
are offered to t~e deity. 

NaniJiputta (Ant-hill) is at a distancl' of 1 fur
long to the Wl'st of the village. Nandi Patlduga is 
celebrated 15 to 20 days after Villikula Panduga as. 
desired by the villagers at their convenience. Fruits, 
fiowl'rs, cocoanuts and pastils are offered to the' 
deity. Pujari for all the~e dei ties is Sri Sobha 
Byragi Naidu of Bagata Tribe. 

Sunday prayers take place in the church with 
the congregation of Christians of the neighbouring 
villages. In this village, Sa(urday Shandy take" 
place. About 200 small shops selling household 
provisions, eggs, clothes, cloth, sweetmeats- etc ... 
and teastalls, are arranged. Cattle and livestock 
are brought to the shandy. 

SOURCE: Information colle~ted by Sri Ch. Plirnachandr(JI 
Rao, Eco,!amic lnvestigqtor. 

Informant.' Sri Pujari Venkataswamy, Village Headman, 
Hukumpeta, Native of Thalarasingi. 

17. DUDlhriguda - Situated at a distance of 
18 miles from Pdderu on the way to Araku._ 
There is no bus service. Zeeps and cars can ply 
over the Paderu-ArBku route. Dumbriguda, Peda-, 
kinchumanda, Potbangi, Kosangi, Arama, Paridi,. 
Kusumavalasa, Sunkaraputtu, Billaputtu, Siva-
nagaram are some of the important villages in 
Dumbriguda group of villages. 

There is a temple of Siva III Sival1agaram. 
There are onl y village deities like Sankudemt:du .. 
Nandidemudu, Gangadrvata, Pothur';lju in these vil
lages, There are no churches in any of these viJla~es,:", 

Sallkranti, Vitukulapanduga, Deepavali, 40rrakotha, 
Juldapanduga (Jakarademudu Panduga) are the festi·
vals celebrated in these villages. 

In Dumbriguda, Monday Shandy takes place. 

SOURCE: Information collected by $ri Ch. Purtlaehand_ra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Kimudu Sanyasi Naidu, Viilag~ Head
man, Dumhriguda Group of Villages, Natiu£f 

of Guttalaputtu. 
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-.8. Araku Valley Group: Araku valley is at 
a distance of 3 miles to the east of Araku, 
24 miles from Paderu to its west and 70 miles from 
Visakhapatnam. Araku valley has a popula tion of 
1,150. The village in the Arakuvalley group are 
ArakuvalIey, Endapallivalasa, Sunkaramitta, Bosi
beda, Padmapuram, Milisingavaram, Pedalabudu 
,and Chompi. 

Bagata, Kondakapu, Valmiki, G}wdu, Katiya, 
Khond, Ojulu are the Scheduled Tribes inhabiting 
1his group of villages. Other commUOltles are 
:Brahmin, Vaisya, Mettukamsali, Sharabulu and 
<Christian and Muslims in a few places. 

In Araku village there are Sri Venkateswara 
Swamy temple and Siva temples. Sri Venkate
swara swamy temple was constructed in 1966 at 
a cost of about Rs. 40,000. Dr. Naidu, Medical 

<>fficer of the Panchayat Samithi took the initiative 
in collecting contributions and got the temple const
i'\icted. Sri Venkateswaraswamy stone idol is of 
human size. A dhwajastambham of 35 feet bight was 
-erected in front of the temple. Daily pujas take 
'Place in this temple. Pujari is a Sri Vaishnava Brah. 
,min. Festival in this temple takes place for 15 days 
'<luring Sankranti. Utsavams take place during these 
15 days. 5 acres of land (wet and dry) is donated 
in the name of the Lord by Sri Patnaik Appa Rao, 
Karnam of the village, Devotees discharge their 
vows by offering corbans, celebrating tonsure cere
monies and marriages. 

In the Siva's temple Sivaratri festival is cele. 
'brated for I day and Ganapathi Navaratrulu are cele
brated for 9 days for Vinayakachaviti festival. The 
hilI deities Sakudemudu, Gangadevatha, Pothu. 
raju and Jakarademudu are worshipped by the 
people of these villages. 

Festivals observed in this area are Cbaitra poroh 
(Vitukala panduga), Pushya porob, Karrakotha, Sama

.bJtka, Kandikotha, Dasara, Deepaval;, Sivaratri etc. 
-Plains people in the Araku colony celebrate Vinayaka 
'ChaiJithi, Dasara, Deepavali, Sri Rama Navami, Sankranti, 
Ugadi, etc., festivals. 

There is one church in Borra village and one 
Mosque in Araku valley. 

.SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

.:Informant: i. Sri S. Viswanadham, Revenue Inspector, 
Araku Valley. 

2. Sri P. Bhagwan Naik (Bagata), VilliJge 
Headman, Araku Valley. 

19. Gandha-It is situated on 18° - 14' - 15' nor
thern latitude and 32° - 50· - IS" eastern longitude 
at an altitude of 4,500 feet amidst the mountai
neous tract in the Eastern ghats. at a distance of 
20 miles to the west of Araku valh:y, a small hill 
station in Andhra Pradesh. 

The village has a population of 93 persons, 
comprised of Konda Doras (36 persons), Mettu· 
kamsalis (2 persons) and Noah Doras (53 persons). 
An Scheduled Tribes as per the village survey con
ducted in May, 1963 by a team of Census Investi
gators. 

The deities worshipped in the village are Gan
gademudu, Nandidemudu, S.lnkudemudu, Pedda
demudu and Jabrademudu. 

Gangademudu: This village deity is worshipped on 
any Tuesday in the month of Sankuramanam (Janua
ry). The deity is situated on the western side of 
the village and is symbolised in a stone which is 
encompassed with a stone wall of three feet height. 
The pujari cleans the premises of this deity and 
decorates it with finger miliet Hour and turmeric 
powder. On that day women bedaub the entire 
house with dung and mud and decorate it with 
red earth and black earth. All the menfolk go in 
procession to worship this deity; accompanied by 
baja and other local musical instruments. The 
pujari worships this deity and sacrifices a fowl. 
Afterwards the proposed goat is cleaned with water 
and applied with turmeric on the legs and forehead. 
Any person among the congregation decapitates the 
goat and the meat is equaU y distributed am:mg the 
villagers. During the Maharaja's time (prior to 
the abolition of the Zamindari), the Raja of Jey
pore used to grant Rs. 50 annually and the Village 
Naidu was authorised to spend it for this occasion. 
Now-a-days the expenditure for this festival is 
equally shared by all the villagers. It is a belief 
that the worship of this deity brings rains and 
affords them protection against wild animals. 

Nandidemudu: The village deity Nandidemudu 1s 
worshipped on any Friday in the month of Sivaratri 
(January-lfebruary). This festival is otherwise 
known as Sivaratri. On this festive day, every house
hold worships the mother eartl~ in their respective 
fields for good harvest. The milk of goat, cow Or 

she-buffalo is offered to this deity. On this occasion, 
the pujari WOrships mother earth on behalf of the 
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village and offers jaggery and cocoanut and burns 
incense. A goat is then sacrificed to propitiate this 
deity. The head of this sacrificed animal is given 
to the Village Naidu while the remaining meat is 
equally distributed among all the villagers. The 
cost of the animal is exclusively met by the Village 
Naidu. 

Sankudemudu: The tribal ryots do oot broadcast 
the seed uoIeES the Viltiog festival connected with 
the worship of Sankudemudu is performed either 
on Sunday or Monday in the month of April. The 
deitV is located under a tree to the west of the 
vilJage and is symbolised by a conical shaped stone. 
The pujari cleans the premises of the deity and 
decorates it with turmaric pov.der and chodi flour 
(finger millet). The pujari cooks the rice contribu
ted by each household and thi. cooked rice is 
known as bhuvanam. The bhuvanam and the seeds 
of different corn namely chadi, paddY;..,ganti and sama 
are kept before the deity. The pujari worshipa 

. deity and burns incense. In this connection a fowl 
and a pig are offered as a sacrifice to the deity by 
any tribal. Afterwards the mixed seeds of different 
corn are thrown in all the four directions and up
wards. The tribals collect the seeds thrown upwards 
in a cloth perched on the ground. The seed thus 
collected is distributed to all the tribal ryots. The 
ryots mix these seeds with the seeds of different 
corn and broadcast in their respective fields in the 
month of Mayor June soon after the first fall of 
rain. 

Peadademudu: Like any other local deity, Pedda· 
demudu also is Iymbolised in a conical shaped stone 
and is situated on the north·western corner of the 
village. This deity is wcrsbipped on any Sunday 
in the month of May with the belief that it protects 
them against wild animals and epidemics. In the 
early hours of the fe~tive day the women bedaub 
the whole house with durg and earth and rangavalli, 
(decorative drav.n with chadi flour and turmeric 
powder). Men take bath in the nearby hill stream. 
After cleaning the pemises of the deity, the Pujari 
cooks the rice can tributed by each household which 
is called bhuvaTllJ.m. Then he sacrifices a fowl or 
chicken whose blood along with a little of bhuvanam 
ja'offered to the deity, in this connection a goat is 
abo offered al sacrifice to the deity. The remain'; 

. iog bhuvanam and the ineat of tht'! sacrificed animal 
are distributfd among the tribals by one of the 
elderly persons in the village. 
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Jakarademudu: Unlike the other deities, this deity· 
is symbolised in small iron piece. The pujari wor
ships this deity on any Monday or Thursday in the· 
month of Banda Pournima (July-August) with the
belief that men and cattle would be protected 
against wild animals though they may indiscrimi
nately move in the forest. The iron piece signify
ing the Jakara deity is placed in a pot and is
covered with another pot. Then the pot containing 
the deity is placed over a flat stone under a mango 
tree. The pujari takes bath in the early hours of' 
the day and cleans the p'remises of this deity. 
He burns incense in the course of worship and 
sacrifices a fowl. Afterwards a pig is Silcrificed by 
a Konda Dora and: meat is exclulively enjoyed by 
the Kanda Doras. The meat of the fowl is equally 
distributed among Nooka Doras and Mettu Kam-' 
salis. The significance of the sacrifice of the pig to
this deity and Sankudemudu is not known to these 
tribals. After celebrating this festival, gummadt 
(red pumpkin) leaves are consumed by these tribal$. 
for the first time during the yeat lest some untoward 
events may be fall the village. 

Chaitra or Vitting festival: In the agency area,. 
the ChaitrQ month (March-April) is full of merry
making and the tribals, irrespective of sex, enjoy 
exces~ive Ii quor as the Chaitra festival otherwise 
known as Vitling festival is celebrated in this month. 
The duration of this festival is eight days. During
these dctys all men go to the forestifor a traditional 
hunting with bow and arrows. A few tribals also. 
use guns to hunt animals. The peculiar feature or
this festival is that women take a leading role in 
the village while men go to the forest for hunting. 
They go in parties to the forest and the man along: 
with his party is honoured suitably if he return~ 
with a successful game. If no animal is killed. 
the women of the village mock and dishonour-. 
the menfolk by sprinkling dung water. If any
male person of any other village passes through 
the village during this festive period the womeD< 
demand money as a fine, locally known as sunkam-
for violating the social custom. The famous tribal 
dimsa dance is a predominent resture of the festival .. 

There are no fairs in this part of the agency· 
area. 

SOU~CE: VillnE' Survey Monograph on Gandha Villag,.. 
drafted hy Sri M. V. S. Rai, B. A., Economi&: 
Invest'gator. 
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CHODAVARAM TALUK 

~agayyapeta-Situated at a distance of2 miles 
from the I314th milestone of Kothavalasa-Devara
paUe Road 12 miles from K. Kothapadu and 15 
miles fro m Kothavalasa Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,061 and 
it consists of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Velamas, Padma
sales, Mangalis, Chakalis, Vadrangis, Gollas, 
Jangams, Srustikaranams and Scheduled Castes (48 
persons)- Adi Andhras. Agriculture, agricultural 
labour, trade, weaving and other traditional occupa
tions are the chief means of livelihood of the 
residents. 

The temples of Ganimaremma, Maridimamba, 
Paradesamma, Muthyalamma, Nukalamma and 
Rama (2) are there in the village. The image of 
Ganimaremma is in human form and the images of 
the other deities are made of wood. 

Gramadeuatha Uthsavam is celebrated for 9 
days according to the convenience of the villagers 
in Vaisakham (April-May) or Jaistham (May-June). 
Fruits, vadapappu and clothes are offered to the 
deity. On the ninth day, all the villagers sacrifice 
goats, fowls and sheep at their houses. On behalf 
of the villagers a goat is offered to dei ty. The deity 
is taken in a procession on the last day with music, 
dances and fancy dresses. In the evening Bhaga
vatam is recited. 'Jogi Vanduta' is special feature 
during this festival and the cooked food is taken 
equally by the washermen, barbers and Adi 
Andhras .• The devotees invite their friends and 
relatives and arrange dinners. The villagers 
whitewash their houses and observe fasting. This 
festival is of ancient origin. The deity Ganimare
mma has 2 acreS of inam land. There are 5 trustees 
for the temple. About 5 to 6 thousands of devotees Of 
all communities from this and the neighbouring 
villages congregate. Pujari is a Velama. 

A fair is held. near this temple on 17th 01 

January every yeadn the land of the deity. This 
is being held for the past about 60 years for a day 
only. About 5 to 6 thousands of people, of all 
Hindu castes, congregate from this and a few neigh
bouring villages like Vavilipadu, Vepada, Rayara
'peta, Kothapalle, Alamanda, Kotapadu, Devara-

paIle, Nandipalle etc. Sweets, foodstuffs, utensils, 
lanterns, torch lights, mirrors, combs, Ayurvedic 
medicines, pictures, photos, song books, cloth and 
clothes etc., are brought and sold. Dramas, bhajans, 
dances etc., afford entertainment to the visitors. 
The visitors stay for a day and the local families 
supply them with food genero usl y. 

SOURCE: Sri Bommireddi Venkatanarayanaraju, Village 
Headman, Nagayyapeta. 

2. Sithampeta-Situated at a distance of 15 
miles from Kothavalasa Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 449 and it 
consists of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Velamas, Kapus, 
Gollas, Chakalis, Viswabrahmins, Manga1is; Sche
duled Castes (107 persons) - Malas and Madigas; 
Scheduled Tribes (4 persons). Agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations 
are the chief means of livelihood of the residents. 

The village deity Maridimamba temple with 
the image in human form and Sri Rama temple are 
the place of worship in this village. 

Gramadevatha Sri Maridimamba Uthsavam takes 
place for 9 days from a Monday to Tuesday or from 
a Wednesday to Thursday in the next week accord
ing to the convenience of the villagers between 
Vaisakham (April-May) and Jaistham (May-June). 
On the ninth day all the devotees sacrifice fowls 
at their homes and from out of the contributions 
collected from the villagers, they offer a sheep to 
the deity. The devotees decorate their houses and 
observe fasting on the last day. It is being celebra
ted for the past 50 years and is of local significance. 
Pujari is a Kapu. 

Another festival celebrated for the above deity is 
Maridimamba. Theertha Mahothsavam in Pushyam, 
generally on 21st and 22nd January. It is being 
celebrated for the past 25 years. Over 20,000 
Hindu devotees of this and the neighbouring 
villages congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. 

A fair is also held in connection with this 
festival. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, Ayurvedic 
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medicines, pictures, and toys are Bold. Harikathas, 
dramas and bhajans are enacted. 

Sri Rama Uthsavam is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Navami (March-Apri 1) and Karthika Suddha Pumima 
(October-November). 

SOURCE: Sri r. Seetharamaiah, Headmaster, Sitham~ 
p,ta. 

3. Kasipuraln-Situated at a distance of 141 
miles from Kothavalasa Railway Station and 
39 miles from Chodavaram of which 16 miles had to 
be covered by walk and 23 miles by bus. 

The total population of the village is 1,410 and 
it comprises Velama, ChakaIi, Mangali, J angam 
Castes and Scheduled Castes (154 persons). Agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations are the chief means of livelihood of the 
residents. 

The temples of the village are of Sri Rama, 
Maridamma, Paradesamma, Muthyalamma, Nuka
lamma and Durgalamma, with wooden and stone 
images. 

Gramadeoata Uthsavam is celebrated for 9 days in 
Chailram (March-April). Animals are sacrificed 
to the deity. It is of ancient origin and is of local 
significance. The Hindu devotees of the village 
congregate. Pujaris are Velamas and Jangams. 

A fair is held on 18th January every year for a 
day. It is being held for the past 50 years. Over 
4,000 people from this and from thE! neighbouring 
villages congregate. A few shops selling foodstuffs 
and eatables are kept on the day. 

SOURCE: Sri Puri Appala Naidu, Village Karanam, 
Kasipuram. 

4. Devarapalle-Situated to the east of the river 
Sarada at a distance of 15 miles from Kothavalasa 
Railway Station, 22 miles from Chodavarm, 32 
mil~s from Visakhapatnam and 35 miles from Vizia
nagaram. 

The total population of the village is 5,066 and 
it consists of the fOllowing Hindu castes: Brahmins, 
Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, etc; and Scheduled Castes 
(3)9 persons). Agriculture, agricultural labour 
.and other traditional occupations are the chief 
means oflivelihood of the residents. ' 

Sri Umamaheswaraswamy temple and Sanyasa
mma temple are the places of worship in this 
village. 

Sri Umamaheswaraswamy Uthsavam takes 
place for!;) days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima 
(January-February). The devotees observe jagarna. 
This is being celebrated from ancient times and is 
of local significance only. The Hindu devotees of 
the village congregate. Pujari is a Brahmin. 

Sanyasamma Panduga is celebrated once in 5 
years according to the convenience 0 f the villagers. 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. 
Pujari is a Yadava. 

SOURCE: Sri B. P. RedJi Raju, Village Karanam, 
Devarapalle. 

5. Marepalle-Situated at a distance of 21 miles 
from Devarapalle, 13 miles from Cbodavaram by 
road and 25 miles from Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 980 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmins, 
Viswabrahmins, Velamas; and Scheduled Castel 
(55 persons) ~ Agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations are the chief means of 
livelihood of the residents. 

The temples of Sri Venkateswaraswamy and Sri 
Rama with the ima,es in human form, Maridamma, 
Nukalamma, Chint .. lamma, Muthyalamma, Parad
esamma and Pasuvulamma are the places of worship 
in this village. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy Uthsavam is celebrated 
for 5 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima 
(February-March). Fruits, flow~rs and money are 
offered. The devotees observe fasting andjagarana. 
It is being celebrated from ancient times. The 
chief patron is Sri Reddi Mallaiah Dasu. Hindu 
devotees of this and the neighbouring' villages con
gregate. Prasadam is distributed to all and there are 
are free feeding and social dinners. 

A fair is held in connection with the festi val for 
6 days near the temple. It is being held for the 
past 25 years. Eatablts, utensils, mirrors, combs, 
Ayurvedic medicines, books, photos, agricultural 
implements and toys are sold. Pandals are erected 
and free feeding is arranged. Bhagavathams, bUTrakathas 
and dramas are enacted. 

Sri Rama Navarathro(hsavam is another festival of 
the village celebrated for 9 days from Chaitra Suddha 
Padyami to Navami (March-April). This is being 
celebrated from ancient times. Sri Subbarao Naidu, 
a Veiama, is the patron. 

A fair is held in connection with this festival 
for 9 days near the temple. fhis is being held for 
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the paU 40 years. People from this and the neigh
bouring villages congregate. Eatables, utensils, 
lantern., mirrors, combs, Ayurvedic medicines, 
pictures, agricultural implements and toys are 
lold. 

SoURCE; Sri Avugadda Subbarao Naidu, Marepalle. 

,. Tenagupudi-Situated at a distance of 2} miles 
from Devarapalle, 18 miles from Kothavalasa 
Railway Station and 25 miles from Chodavaram via 
Devarapalle. 

The total population of the village is 1,422 and 
it comprises the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Kapu, Vaisya, Viswabramin, Chakali, Mangali, 
Velama, Kamsali; and Scheduled Castes (155 
Person)-Mala. Agriculture, agricultural labour, 
trade and other traditional occupations are the chief 
means of livelihood of the residents. 

Eswara temple to the east of the village, Sama
lamma temple to the west of the village, with the 
image in human form with 4 hands, and Rama 
temple are the places of worship in this village. 

Samalamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 15 days 
in Vaisakham (Apri-May). Fowls, goats and sheep 
are sacrificed to the deity. It is celebrated when 
cholera and epidemic. prevail in the village. 
It is being celebrated for the past over 100 years 
and is of local significance. The chid patrons are 
. Kaput. Chablis, Mangalis, Malas and Madigas 
are the followers. The devotees of the village con
gregate irrespective of calte or creed. Pujari is a 
woman of KamsaIi (Viswabrahmin) community. 

Theerthamahothsavam is celebrated in the Siva 
temple for one day in Magham (January-February). 
Abhishekam is performed and naivedyam is offered. 
The devotees take river bath and observe fasting 
and jagarana. It is being celebrated for the past 90 
years. About 200 devotees from the nearby villages 
congrega.te. Pujari is a Brahmin. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
with a few shops selling eatables, utensils, etc. 

SOURCE: Sri r. K. R. Krishna Rao, Village Karnam, 
Tenugupudi. 

7. Venkatarajap1l~m-Situa ted at a distance of 
3 miles from Devarapalle by bus, 18 milt'S from 
Kothavalasa Railway Station and 27 mil~s from 
Chodavaram. 

rhe total population of the village is 870 and 
consisting of the following Hindu castes: Vaisyas, 

Velama, Yedava, Kamsali, Devanga, Vadrangi. 
Scheduled Castes (34 persons) -Mala and Schedu~ 
led Tribes (16 persons). Agriculture, agricultural 
labour, toddy tapping, trade, sheep-breeding and 
other traditional occupations are the chief means of 
livelihood of the residents. 

Sri Rama temple with the picture depicting 
kalyanam of Sri Sita-Rama, Maridamma temple 
with the image in human form (with four handS 
holding sword, skull and trident in the three hands 
and the fourth hand in the pose of abhayahastham on a 
wooden lion, with a crown over her head) are the 
places of worship in this village. There is a sacred 
abode for the deity Pasuvulamma under a tree with 
Her wooden image in human form. 

Maridamma Devata Uthravam is celebrated for 15 
days in Phalgunam (February-March) according to 
the convenience of the villagers, ~o protect from 
cholera and other epidemics. Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed to the deity. Fruits, wffron 
and kumkum are offered. The devotees invite their 
relatives and arrange dinners. They take oil-bath 
and observe fasting and jagarana. It is of ancient 
origin and of local significance. The patrons arc 
Velamas. Local people irrespective of caste or 
creed congregate. Pujari belongs to Kamsali com
munity. Prasodam is distrib'lted to all. 

Pasuvulamma Panduga is celebrated for one day 
in Sravanam (July-August) when cattle diseases 
prevail in the village. On the previous day, an an
nouncement is made to the effect that all the cattle 
of the village should congregate at the sacred abode 
of the deity Pasuvulamma. Fowls and pigs are 
sacrificed and fruits, sufforn and kumkum are offered 
to the deity. It is being celebrated from the origin 
of the village and is of local significance. The 
Hindu residents of the village irrespective of caste 
or creed congregate. 

Daily pujas and bhajans are perfomred in the 
Rama temple. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Venkata Rao, Headman, Venkata,aju~ 
puram. 

8. Garisingi-Situated at a distance of 4 miles 
from Devarapalle, 28 miles from Kothavalasa 
Railway Station as also from Chodavaram via Devar
apalle by bus and 42 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 916 and it 
comprises the following Hindu castes: Kapu, 
Velama, Kamsali, Bagata, Chakali, Mangali; 
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Scheduled Castes (94 persons)-Madiga; Scheduled 
Tribes (38 persons); and Muslims. Agriculture, 
agricultural labour, trade, -and other traditional 
occupations are the chief means of livelihood of the 
residents. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Paradesamma, Banga
ramma, Nukalama with Her wooden image, Pasuvu
lamma and Maridamma with Her image in female, 
form with 4 hands holding sword, skull, trisulam 
(trident) in the three hands and the fourth hand in 
abhayahastham posture on lion vahanam are the places 
of worship in this village. 

Macidamma P(lnduga is celebrated for 15 days 
in Chaitram (March-April). On the last day the 
deity is taken in a procession round the village and 
the devotees fulfil their vows. They invite their 
relatives and arrange dinners. ,Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed and fruits, turmeric and kumkum 
are offered. It is of ancient origin and of local 
significance. Kapus are the ch ief patrons. The 
local Hindu residents irrespective of caste or creed 
congregate. Pujari belongs to Kamsali (Viswa
brahmin) caste. 

Paradesamma Panduga is the other festival of 
the village celebrated for 15 days according to the 
convenience of the villagers in Chaitram (March. 
April). On the last day fowls, goats and sheep are 
sacrificed. It is being celebrated since the inception 
of the village. About 500 Hindu devotees from this 
and the neighbouring villages congregate irrespec. 
tive of caste or creed. 

A fair is held in this connection near the temple 
for one day with a few shops. , 

Bangaramma Pa~duga celebrated for 9 days in 
Chaitram (March-April), Nukalamma Panduga cele
brated for 9 d'lYs from Phalguna Bahula Amavasya 
(February-March) and Pasuvulamma Panduga cele
brated in Sravanam (july-August) are the other fes
tivals of the village. An announcement is made 
during Paslwulamma panduga tbat all the cattle of 
the village should congregate at a certain place. 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed there. 

Daily pujas ar.e performed in the Rama temple. 
Fruits and flowers are offered and Prasadam is dis
tributed to all. The devotees take river bath and 
observe fasting during festive days like }.1ahasivaratri, 
Magha Purnima, Karlhlka Purnima and Bhishma 
Ekadasi. 

SOURCE: Sri rerrapraggada Rama Rao, Village Kara
nam, Garisingi. 

9. China Gangavaram-Situated at a distance of 
2t miles to the north-east of Devarapalle, 16 miles 
from Kothavalasa Railway Station an d 26 miles 
from Chodavaram. 

The total popUlation of the village is 309 and it 
comprises the following Hindu castes: Kapu, 
Mangali, Kamsali; Sch.eduled Castes (12 persons)
Mala; and Scheduled Tribes (89 persons) - Konda 
Dora. Agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations are the chief means of liveli
hood of the residents. 

Sri Rama temple with the picture of Sri Rama 
Kalyanam, Maridamma temple with the wooden 
image in human form and Nukalamma temple are 
the places of worship in this village. 

Maridamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 7 da yf in 
Phalgunam (February-March) when cholera and 
smaIl.pox prevail in this village. Fruits, flowers and 
turmeric are offered and animals are sacrificed. It 
is being celebrated from the origin of the village. 
Kapus are the patrons. About 400 devotees of the 
village irrespective of caste or creed congregate. 
Pujari is a woman of Kamsali caste. Prasadam is dis
tributed to all. 

Nukalamma Panduga is ce~ebrated in Magham 
(Janulfy-February) and a fair is held in connection 
with this festival with a few shops. Pasuvulamma Pan
duga is also celebrated in Sravanam (July-August) to 
protect the cattle from diseases. 

The devotees take oil-bath and observe fasting 
during festive days. 

SOURCE: Sri L. Sathyanarayana, Headman, China Gan
govaram. 

10. Kothapalle near Gogada-Situated at a dis
tance of 20 miles from Anakapalle of which 8 miles 
distance has to be covered by walk or by cart and 12 
miles by bus. 

The total population of the village is 1,216 and 
it is comprised of the following Hindu castes: 
Vaisya, Velama, Padmasale, Chakali, Mangalij 
and ~cheduled Castes (116 persons) - Mala, Madi
gao The chief means of their livelihood are agri. 
culture, a~ricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with His image in human 
form is the only place of worship. The village 



CHODAVARAM TALUK 117 

,deities Maridamma, Muthyalamma, Bhulokamma, 
Pasuvulamma and Moda Kondamma are also wor
-shipped with their images in female form. 

Sri Rama Theertham is celebrated for 5 days from 
Magha Bakula Chaturdasi (From January 13th to 17th). 
The deity is taken in a procession on Afagha Bahula 

<:katartlasi (January-February). Fruits and chalimidi 
,are offered to the deity. 

A fair with a few shops selling eatabl~s, utensils, 
etc. is held inconnection with the festival. Over 
:2,000 persons from the neighbouring villages congre
-gate. Pujari is a Jangam-Devara. 

Gramadevatala Theertham ill celebrated for one day 
in Magham (January-February) or Phalgunam (Febru
ary-March). Animals and fowls arc sacrificed to 
,the deities. On the last day, the devotees invite 
their friends and relatives and arrange dinners. 
The Hindu devotees observe fasting. The patrons 
.re Velamas. This th,ertham is celebrated from the 
i.come from the inam lands and from the donations 
eollected from the devotees. Local people congre
,gate. 

Whirling-wheels and Bhagavathams afford enter
tainment. 

.sOURCE: Sri B. K. S. V. Satyanarayana, Village Kara-
nam, G. Kothapalle. 

11. Ballapudi-Situated at a distance of one mile 
from ApP!llarajupuram which is on Vijayaramaraju
-peta-Konam Road, 8 miles from Chodavaram and 
19 miles from Anakapalle Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,551 and 
It consists of caste Hind US; and Scheduled Castes 
(89 persons). Agriculture, and agricultural labour 
are the chief means of livelihood of the residents. 

Nagamma Peranta.u temple with the image in 
female form and Sri Rama temple are the places of 
'Worship in this village. 

Nagamma Perantalu Theertham is celebrated for 
<one day on Pushya Suddha Chathurdasi (December-Ja
nuary). It is a custom in this village that every new 
,cloth bought by the villagers is offered to the' deity 
with fruits and vadapappu and taken back. The theer

,tharn is of ancient origin and of local significance. 
The local Hindus· participate. There is no 

.Jujari. 

Sri Rama Uthsavarn is celebrated in Pushyam 
i(December-January). 

SOURCE: Sri M. Rama Rao, Village Karanam, Baila
pudi. 

12. Singavaram-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Kothavalasa-Devarapalle road, 6 miles from 
Kothavalasa Railway Station by bus and 25 !Diles 
from Chodavaram. There is only cart approach 
and foot-path to this village. 

The total population of the village is 633 and it 
consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Velama, Padmasale, Cbakali, Yata; and 
Scheduled Caste (47 persons)-Mala. Agriculture, 
and agricultural labour are the chief means of live
lihood of the residents. 

The temples of the village are of Muthyalamma 
with the image in human form and of Sri Rama. 

Muthyalamma Panduga is celebrated once in 2 
years for 9 days in Chaitram (March-April). It is 
being celebrated for the past over a century and is 
of local significance. The Hindu residents of the 
village irrespective of caste or creed congregate. 
There is no pujari. 

SOURCE: Sri Khandavalli Seetharam!l Murty, Village 
. Headman, Singavararn, Pathavalasa Post. 

13. Madugula-Situated at a distance of 11 miles 
from Chodavaram, the taluk Headquarters and 35 
miles from Paderu. 

Madagula has a population of 7,688 at the 1961 
Census. It is multi ethnic in CJmposition consis
ting of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kshatriyas, Velamas, 
Kapus, Gavaras, Viswabrahmins, Chakalis, Manga
lis, Kummaris; and Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes 
(372 persons) and Scheduled Tribes (183 persons). 

The very famous Moda Kondamma temple is at 
a distance of 3 furlongs to the west of the village. 
Other temples in the village are of Pardhasaradhi 
on a hill to the north·west of the village, Sri Venka
teswaraswamy, Venugopalaswamy, Seetharama
swamy, Jagannadhaswamy and Bheemalingeswara
swamy. A ruined temple of Nukalamma is also 
there. 

The Moda Kondamma temple is very 'lncient. 
The deity was symbolished in a stone. But about 
60 yeus back in 1909 or so, the temple was recons
tructed and the stone idol of the deity was replaced 
by a very huge idol made of stones and chunam 
painted in colours. It is an eight feet high, awe
inspiring image. 
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Prior to the establishment of the deity here 
peopic of these villages uJed to go to the Moda 
Kondamma deity in Minumuluru village on the 
b.illl on tbe way to Paderu. The deity thought that 
it was difficult for the devotees to g~ all the way up 
tile hills a'nd left her Iwmkumabhorina and a chemb~ 
(can} as her insignia, appeared in the dream of ~rI 
Krishna Bhupati Raja of Madugula and asked hIm 
to construct a temple for her. The old temple was 
constructed by the Raja and the same was recon
.tructed 60 years back (1909) by the villagers. 

The deity is believed to be benevolent confer
ring benefits on her devotees by fulfilling their desi
res, relieving them of their difficulties including 
court disputes, other hurdles and protects them 
against contagious diseases. In the past, a he
baffalo used to be sacrificed to the deity at the time 
of Her Jatap. Now he-goats and fowls are being 
sacrificed. Cocoanuts, flowers and fruits, new clo
thes, pastils, jJQJfJpU, kumkuma are offered to the deity. 
Some people keep new clothes at the deity for some 
time and then wear them as a mark of offering to 
the deity. 

There is puja on Sundays, Tuesdays and Thurs
days. The pujori remains in the temple from 7 to 10 
in the morning and 4 to 7 iu the evening to receive 
the offerings of the devotees. About 40 devotees, 
mostly females, visit the temple on each of these 
days and offer cocoanuts, fruits, flowers, pasupu, kum
kuma and new clothes to the deity. 

Moda Kondamma Jatara takes place during the 
entire month of Vaisakham (April-May). Ghatam is 
taken around the village and rice is collected from 
8 to 11 p. m. The rice is distributed among the 
pujari, Barika and the, dappulavadu (the man who 
plays on the dappu) equally. On the last day uthsa
vam takes place on a large scale. In the morning 
pilgrims fulfil their vows. The deity is taken in 
procession from 3 to 11 p. m. to the accompaniment 
of musical instruments. A fair is held on this day 
with over 150 shops selling eatables, utensils, cloth, 
clothes, agricultural implements and fancy goods. 
Over 20,000 people offer their respects to the deity 
and visit the fair. People of this village invite their 

'relatives from places far and near for thejatara. 

Pujaris of the temple are Sri Sammagi Chinna, 
Akkulu, Pothuraju and Smt. Demudamma of Kapu 
caste. The corbons offered by the devotees are the 
remunerqtion for the pujari. There are no lands for 
he temple. 

In the Pardhasaradhi temple on the hill, the
stone idols &nd procession idols of Lord Krishna, 
Panda vas and Draupadi are there. Pujari is Sri 
Manavallacharyulu, a Sri Vaishnava. Daily pujas
are there in this temple. Sr; Rama Navami festival is. 
celebrated for 9 days in this temple. 

SOURCE: Information colleeted by Sri Ch. Purnachandra-
Rao, Economie Investigator, Census Office. 

14 Kotnabilli-Situated. at a distance of 17 miles
from Chodavaram and 30 miles from Anakapalle 
Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 531 and it 
is made up of some sub~communities of caste Hindus. 
Scheduled Caste (58 perlons)-Malas; and Scheduled 
Tribes (463 persons)-Manne Dhoras and Gadabas. 
Agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations are the chief means of livelihood 
of the residents. 

Sitamma temple with Her wooden image in 
female form and Sri Rama temple are the place of 
worship in this village. 

Sitammavari Panduga is celebrated f9r II days
from Magha Bahula Panchami (January-February). 
Fowls and pigs are sacrificed to the deity. The 
devotees take bath in Utharavahini river and observe 
jagaranlJ. It is of ancient origin and is of local 
Significance. Pujar; is Asari Appal~swamy, a Konda 
Dhora with hereditary rights. Prasad am is distribu
ted to all. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival' 
for 9 days near the temple with a few shops selling 
eatables, utensils, etc. About 500 people of the 
village congregate. Street dramas afford entertain
ment. 

SOURCE: Shri G. Brahmavara Swamy, Village Kar
nam, Kotnabilli. 

15. Krishna BbupulapuralD-Situated at a dis
tance of 13 miles from Chodavaram and 23 miles. 
from Anakapalle. About 160 years ago Sri Krishna 
Bhupati Maharaja of Madugula gave Kakinada, 
Pedapachila, Mathasapuram, Buddibanda and' 
Aragod lands to Sri Vinjamuri Venkata Sastri, 
a learned man as a gift. This village was construc
ted at that time in the name of the Maharaja 
Krishnabhupala and hence it goes by the name 
Krishna bhupala puram. 

The total population of the village is 480 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes-Brahmin,. 
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Kapu, Golla; Sharaba, Mangali and Chakali; 
:Scheduled Caste (8 persons) Basikis. Agriculture 
and agricultural labour are the chief means of live
lihood of the residents. 

There is a sacred abode (hut) for the village 
-deity Nukalamma constructed in an inam land. On 
'the festive day wooden images are prepar.ed by a 
"Sharabu" and are worsbipped placing them in 
that hut. 

Nukalamma Uthsavam is celebrated for one day 
-on Phalguna Bahula Amavasya (February - March). 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed. It is of 
.ancient origin and of local significance. formerly 
the patrons were Brahmins and now they are Kapus 
·and other villagers. The local Hindus irrespective 
·of caste or creed congregate. There is no pujari 
for the temple. Prasadam is· distributed to all. 

SOURCE: Shri Vyakaranam Satya narayana, Village 
Headman, Krishnabhupalapuram, Chodavaram 
Taluk. 

10. Garnikam - Situated at a distance of about 
101 miles from Anakapalle Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 650 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Sharabu, . Vaisya, Kapu , Chakali, Mangali, 
Yata and Padmasale. Agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations are the 
-chief means of livelihood of the residents. 

Nukalamma, Maridamma, Muthyalamma and 
Chenchamma Perantalu arc the deities of this 
village. 

Nukalamma Mahothsavam is celebrated for 
-g days from Phalguna SuJdha Sapthami to Amava.rya 
(February-March). Fowls, goats and sheep are 
sacrificed to the deity. The devotees take river 
'bath and observe fasting and jagorana during the 
festival. The deity is taken in a procession with 
music. It is of ancient origin and the local Hindu 
devotees of all communities participate. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

·SOURCE: Shri Bollapragada Subba Rao, Village Kar
nam, Garnikam. 

17. Pedapudi Agraharam-Situated at a dista
nce of 15 miles from Kothakota and 18 miles from 

'Chodavaram. Sri Aryasoma yajula Somalinga
swamy, a Rishi, visited t~lis village while on a pil
:grimage. The residents of the village insisted on 
Swamiji's stay in their village, knowing him to be 

a great sage. They gave some land for his ash", .. 
mam to which were added annexes by the villagers 
of Tattabanda and Chintapaka. After some time 
the Maharaja of that nagaram (town) came for 
the darshan of the Swamiji and was influenced by 
his power of penance. He gifted this Agrahararn 
then called as Seetharampuram Agraharam in 
his name. Now this AgrahlJram is known as Peda
pudi Agraharam and it was originally a hamlet of 
Pedapudi. 

The total population of the village is 1,242 
I and it consists of the following Hindu castes : 

Golla, Yata. Chakali, Mangali, Telukula; and 
Scheduled Castes (17 persons.) The chief means 
of their livelihood are agricult<ue, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Paradesamma with Her wooden 
image, Maridamma and Rama are the places of 
worship here. 

Paradesamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 9 days 
in the month of Magham or Phalgunam (January
February or February-March). The deity is taken 
in a procession during nights for the first five days. 
On the last day pujas are performed. Sweets are 
offered by vegetarians w.hile fowls and goats are 
sacrificed . to the deity by non-vegetarians. The 
animal that is to be sacrificed is called balipasufJu. 
This is bathed, decorated with pasupu-kumkum and 
neem leaves and then sacrificed to the deity. This is 
a 300 years old festival. There are inam lands to the 
deity and the villagers also contribute for the festi
vals. Local Hindus congregate. Pujari is a Golla. 
Prasadam is distributed to alL A fair is held on the 
last day with a few shops selling foodstuffs and eat
ables, etc. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated in Chaitram 
(March-April) . 

S0URCE: Sri Bande Subba Rao, Retired Revenue Inspec-
tor, Pedapudi. 

18 Bhatlova-Situated at a distance of 10 miles 
from Chodavaram and 22 miles from Anakapalle 
Railway Station. This village is at (he foot of the 
hill Battikonda and hence it is called Bhatlova, 
formi ng a valley amidst three h ills. There. is a 
temple of Amareswara on the hill. A flower garden 
known as Seethammathota, full of beautiful flowers 
and plants, is also on the hill. Some say that there 
are ruts of chariots of Pandavas. 

The. total popUlation of the Village is 98 and it 
consists ofKapu and Chl.kali castes; Mala Scheduled 
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Caste (63 persons) and Bagata Scheduled Tribe 
(19 persons). The chief means oftheir livelihood 
i. agricultural labour. 

Amaralingelwaraswamy temple OD the hill with 
a SillfJlingam and a nandi in front of the temple is a 
place of worship. Temples of Muthyalamma, 
Koppakondamma and Bhulokamma are the other 
places ofwor.hip. 

Amaralingeswara Uthsavam known as Bhattitheer
tham is celebrated for a day on Bhogi, the day before 
Sankranti in Pushyam (13th January). Pilgrims bathe 
in the koneru (tank) on the hill and have a darshan 
of the Lord. This is a 70 years old festival 
confined to this and a few neighbouring villages. 
The patrons are Bagatas. Devotees of all Hindu 
communities from this and the neighbouring 
villages cOll~regate. Relatives and friends are 
invited to be entertained with feasts and games. 

SOURCE: Sri F""emulakonda Linges~ara Rao, Villag, 
Karanam, Bhatlova. 

19 Vaddadi - Situated at a distance cf about 4-
miles to the west of Chodavaram, the Taluk head
quarters. 

The total population. of the village is 6,023 and 
it consists of many communities of caste Hindus, 
and Scheduled Castes (1,128). Agriculture, agri
cultural labour and other traditional occupations 
are the chief means of livelihood of the resi· 
dents. 

Sri Venkateswaraswamy Kalyanam is celebrated 
for 6 days in Chaitram (March-April). Over 10,000 
devotees of this and the neighbouring villages con
gregate irrespective of caste or creed. 

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Ft;jtivals furnished by 
the District Health Officer, Visakhapatnam. 

ZOo Veeravilli Agraharam-Situated at a distance 
of 21 miles from AnakapaJle Railway Station. This 
village was given as agraharam to the Brahmins by 
Sri Sri Lingabhupatideva Maharaja, the Zamindar 
of Madugula Estate. 

The total population of the village is 1,805 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Telaga, Kapu, Medari, Neyyiia, Chakali, Mangali, 
arid Scheduled Cas·tes (150 persons) - Adi Andhra 
etc. Agricultut~:, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations are the chief means of 
livelihood of the residents. 

Siva temple with the image in the form of a. 
Sivalingam with Panuvattam and Vishnu temple with· 
the images of Vishnu and Lakshmi are the places 
of worship in this village. 

Sankramana Theertham is celebrated in the 
Siva temple for 2 days from Pushya Bahnla Dwadasi 
(December-January). The deity is taken in a pro~ 
cession with music. The devotees observe jagarana· 
during Sivaratri. It is of ancient origin and of 
local significance. The chief trustee is Kamsali, Sri 
Veduruparthi Yerakaiah Yogi. All Hindu devotees 
of the village congregate. Pujari is Sri Rampalli 
Suryanarayana with monthly salary. Prasadnm is 
distributed to all. 

The chief trustee of the Vishnu temple is 
Korasala Ramam Dora and pujari is Amanchi Nara
simhacharyulu, a Vaishnava Brahmin. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Subrahmanyam, Village Headman, 
Veeravilli Agraharam. 

2,. Kondapalem Agraharam-;- Situated at 
a distance of 10 miles from Chodavaram by bus and 
12 miles from Kasimkota Railway Station. This 
village was given by the Vijayanagara kings as an 
Agraharam. 

The total population of the village is 799 and it 
consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kapu, Viswabrahmin, Chakali and Manga
Ii. Agr;culture and allied purs1-1its are the means· 
of livelihood of the residents. 

There is the only temple of the village deity 
Nukalamma with the stone image. The story goes. 
that about 300 years ago Aryasomayajula Dakshina 
Murthy was ploughing his land with his servant and 
when the plough C:lme to the place where the 
present Nukalamma temple is situated, it broke 
down. When Dakshinamurthy was again ploughing 
with another plough, his servant fell down at the 
same place. On that after-noon, he observed fasting 
Nukalamma told him that she was lying in his land 
and asked him to worship Her from Phalguna Bahula' 
Sapthami to Chaitra Suddha Padyami every year. 
Then he found a stone image of the deity at that 
place and he constructed a temple for Her. 

Nukalamma Aradhana is celebrated for 10 days 
from Phalguna Bahula Sapthami (February-March) to.· 
Chaifra Suddha Padyami (March-April). An annour.
cement is made on Navami and on that night, ear
then pots are taken in a procession round the village" 
and placed in the sacred abode. From Ekarlasi to.. 
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Amavasya, in the nights a brass image called' garaga' 
is taken in a procelsion through the str('ets of the 
village. On Chathurdasi night, they observejagarana 
and at about 3 a.m. they come to the sacred abode 
and some entertainments are performed there. On 
Amavasya, the deity is decorated with turmeric and 
kumkum and taken round the village. All the devo
tees take bath and fulfill their vows. In the evening, 
the images made of neem wood are worship
ped with turmeric and kumkum and taken in a proce
ssion to the temple of the deity with prabhalu and 
music and offer them to the deity. Lights are lit with 
castor-oil before the deity during these 9 days. On 
Padyami, uparams are offered to t he deity and Bhaga
vathams are enacted. Fruits and flowers are offered 
to the deity. It is being celebrated for the past 
300 years. About 5 to 6 thousand devotees of this 
and the neighbouring 25 to 30 villages congregate 
irrespective of caste or creed. Prasadam is distri
buted to all. 

SOURCE: Arusolala Jagannadham, Village Headman, 
Kondapalem Agraharam. 

2%. Karaka - Situated at a distance of 13 miles 
from Chodavaram and 15 miles from Anakapalle 
Railway Station of which 12 miles can be covered 
by bus and 3 miles have to be covered by walk; 

The total population of the village is 767 and it 
consists of the following communities: Brahmins, 
Vai.yaa, Sharabus, Kapus, Pad masales, Chakalis, 
MangaIis, Yataa, Thelis; Scheduled Castes (62 
persons) and Muslims. Agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations are the 
means of livelihood of the residents. 

The temples of Paradesamma and Maridamma 
with the wooden images are the places of worship. 

Paradesamma Panduga is celebrated for 7 days 
from Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February). 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed. Jagarana is 
observed. It i. being celeb:-ated since the inception 
of the village. The Hindu devotees of the village 
congregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 
Pujat'j is a Kapu ofPydipala gotram with hereditary 
rights. 

Maridamma Panduga is the other festival cele
brated for 7 days from Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March~ 
April). Sheep and goats are sacrificed to this 
deity. 

SOURCE: Sri A Sanyasi Raju, Headman Karaka. 

23 Chitteyyapalem - Situated at a distance of 
10 miles from Chodavaram and 15 miles from 
Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village il 854 and it 
consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Kapu, Vaisya, Sharabu, Padmasale, Jangam, 
Yata, Chakali, Telukula, Mangali; Scheduled 
Castell (48 persons)-Adi Andhras; and Dudekula 
Muslims. Agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations are the means of livelihood 
of the residents. 

The temples of Sri Sangameswaraswamy with 
the stone Sivalingam on Panuvattam, Paradesa
mma with the image in human form, Maridamma, 
Durgalamma and Bhulokamma with the wooden 
images are the places of worship here. 

Sri Sangameswaraswamy Aradhana is celebrated 
for one day on Karthika Suddha Purnima (October
November). Mahasivaratri is also celebrated in 
this temple on Magha Bahula Chathurdasi (january
February). It is being celebrated since the 
origin of the village. The local devotees irrespec
tive of caste or creed congregate. Pujari is a Jan~ 
gam of Siva gotram with hereditary rights. There 
is free feeding. 

The other festivals of the village are of Parade
samma Panduga celebrated for 9 days in Magham 
(January-February). Maridamma Panduga is celebra
ted in Karthikam (October-November), Ourgalamma 
Panduga is celebrated in Vaisakham (April-May) and 
Bhulokamma Panduga is celebrated in Chaitram 
(March-April) for 9 days. Fowls, goats and sheep 
are sacrificed for those deities. The local Hindu 
devotees irrespective of caste or creed congregate. 
Pujari is Kapu of Pydipala gotram with hert'di tary 
rights. 

The devotees observe fasting and jagarana 
during festive days. 

SOURCE: Adurthi Satyanarayana Village Karanam, 
Chieteyyapalem. 

24 Butchayyapeta - Situated to the Soulh-Weat 
of Chodavaram and 11 miles from Anak"palle 
Railway Station. One Sri Butchayya was! he first 
settler (founder) of this village and so (h~ VIllage 
goes by the name Butchayyapeta after bim. 

The total population of the vilh'g" IS 3,238 
and it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brah
min, Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, Schedult'd Castes 
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(171 persons); Scheduled Tribes (I person). The 
means of the people are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Maridamma, Jallalamma and 
Bhulokamma with the stones images in human forms 
are the places of worship in this village. There is 
the deity Modamma without any temple. 

Bhulokmamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 9 days 
in Karthikam (October-November). This festival is 
chiefly confined to Chalivada and Gadivadla fami
]ies. Ghatams (earthen pots) are placed in Thadi
kOl1da Appamma house for the deity. Fowls, goats 
and sheep are sacrificed. All the devotees go to the 
temple and fulfil their vows. The devotees observe 
fasting and jagarana. Harikathas and Bhagavathams are 
enacted. It is of ancient origin. Devotees from this 
village and the neighbouring villages of all Hind u 
communities participate. 

A fair is held in this connection for one day in 
this village with a few shops selling eatables and 
utensils. 

Maridamma festival is celebrated once in two 
years for 9 days in Karthikam (October-November) 
beginning with a Wednesday for the appearement 
of the cattle diseases. Fowls, goats and sheep are 
sacrificed. All the devotees villagers together offer 
a goat called 'Pattapu Pothu' on the ninth day. 
This is an ancient festiva.l with local congregation. 

Modamma festiva~ is celebrated for 9 days in 
Ashadam (June-July) Or Sravnam (July-August) begin
ning with a Saturday. Jagarana is observed on the 8th 
day. Jillelamma Panduga is also celebrated for 9 days 
from a WednesdlY in Phalgunam (February-March). 

SOURCE:: Sri D. Saty::mllrayana, Village Karnam, But-
chayyapeta. 

25 Chodavaram-The headquarters of the taluk 
by the Same name. It Supports a population of 
14,948 persons as per the 1961 Census count. The 
town extends Over an area of 6.52 square miles and 
there are altogether 3,261 occupied residential 
bouses. 

This town is multi ethnic in compoSItIon con. 
sisting of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Velamas, Kapus, Tela
gas, Chakalis. Mangalis, Kummaris, Yatas; Malas, 
Madigas Scheduled Castes (1,134 persons) and 
Scheduled Tribes (22 persons). 

In the temple of K.esavaswamy there are six 
inscriptions of which five (one of which is dated 

Saka 1389 or A. O. 1467) mention Sriman Maham_ 
andaleswara Pratapa VaJlabha Raja, who from his 
title Mahamandaleswara must have been some 
local chief and not a ruling king. Per haps he built 
a fort in this town in which lies an ancient cannon, 
seven feet long. There is a Sub-Registrar's Office, 
a Second Class Magistrate's Court, a Taluk Office, a 
Police Station, a Government Hospital and Vete
rinary Hospital besides several other public offices 
in the town. Further, the town contains a post 
office wi th telegraph and telephone facilities. A 
Zilla Parishad High SChool and Middle School 
cater to the educational requirements of the local 
children. A weekly market is held on every Friday. 
A big Sugar Factory is located 1 t miles from this 
Gram Panchayat within the limits of Govada village. 

There are the temples of Vighneswara, Gowree
Sankara or Gowreeswara, Kesavaswamy, Lakshmi
devi, four Rama Mandirs Anajneyaswamy, Nukalam-
rna Maridamma Paradesamma and Durgalamma. , , 
The first three temples are important with regular 
pujas. 

The Vio-hneswaralayam was constructed about 
150 years a~o' (in ahout 1820) by the villagers. 
The mantapam was constructed by the Pleadel' Cler.ks· 
Association at a cost of Rs, 2,030 by the: collectmg 
donations, the entrance gate was constructed in 1963 
by Sri Karaka Sekharam, a tobacco trader of the 
town at a cost of Rs. 800; the dhwajasthambham was 
establisned a fresh in 1955 a t a cost of Rs. 4,000 by 
the villagers. The temple faces west and the en. 
trance gate is to the north. 

The idol of Vighneswara is a very big stone idol 
of 3 feet wide and 5 feet high. It is over the surface 
upto the nave only and the portion below the nave 
is said to be underneath the surface. The trunk is 
said to be extending to a distance of about 100 yards 
upto the tank in front. In the manta pam, a 2 feet 
long and It feet high rat vahana (Carrier) of the 
Lord of stone coated with chunam is there facing the 
Lord. On the right side of the sanctum sanctoru.m. 
tnere is another big brass idol of Vighneswara. 
Outside the temple compound, a 2 feet high Na~di 
(bull God) on a 2 feet high pedestal, facmg 
Vighneswara is there. 

The routine programme of daily pujas is as 
follows:- abhishekham 5.30 lo 6.00 a. m., mahanaivedyam 
at 10 a. m., and deeparadhana at 5. 30 p. m. The gates 
are open. for the darshan from 6 -to 9 a. m and from 
6 to 8 p. m. 



Plate XVII!. . Vinayaka temple , Chodavaram. 

( st. No. 25, Chodal'aram Taluk, p jJ. 122- 123.) 
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Plate XIX. Sri Kesavaswamy temple, Chodavaram. 

( St. No. 25, Chodararam Taluk, p. 124. ) 
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Thirunallu for the Lord takes place for I day 
on Bhogi (1 day before .Sankranti i.e., on 13th Janu
a ry). During the procession the idol of Vighneswara 
is taken around the streets of the village from 5 to 
9.30 p. m. to the accompaniment of indigenous mu
sic. About 300 people participate in the procession. 

Vinayaka Chavithi, the festival of the Lord, which 
is celebrated all over the country, is celebrated for 
9 days from Bhadrapada Suddha Chavithi to Dwadasi as 
'Ganapati Navaratrulu'. The Lord is taken round 
the temple once da-ily. It is called seva. Those who 
offer seva to the Lord have to pay Rs. 30 towards per
formance of seva and the materials required. During 
these 9 days, abhishekam and puja take place in the 
name of the person who uffers seva in the morning. 
Puja and bhogam at mid-day while the devotees are 
given prasadam, puja and mantrapuspha and swastiva
clulkam takes place in the night. On all these 9 days, 
Harikathas. Puranakalakshepams, dramas, and Burra
kathas etc., are arranged. An amount of Rs. 300 is 
sanctioned by the H. R & C. E. Department and 
about Rs. 1,000 are collected as contributions to 
meet the expenditure of these celebra tion s. Perma
nent stage is arranged for the cultural programmes 
within the temple compound itself. About 100 
devotees visit the temple daily during these 9 days 
and over 1,000 people attend the cultural pro
grammes. 

Acs 3-50 cts of land some shops, all fetching an 
annual rent of Rs. 800 constituting the property of 
the Lord. Th~ pujari is paid Re 1.00 per day 
towards his services and also towards the cost of the 
puja meterial. Sri Kodamanchili Someswara 
Sastry, Velanat Brahmins of Athreya golra are the 
pujaris of the tem pIe. Sri Chunduri Venkanna Pan
thulu and 4 others are the trustees. 

The Gowree-Sankara or Gowreeswaraswamy 
temple was constructed in 1478 A. D by Chola 
Kings of this place which was once capital of local 
chieftains. Later it came under the control of the 
Vizianagara Samsthanam. The preliding deity is 
Gowree Sametha Iswara (Siva), symbolised in 
unidentified fi!lures on a stone of 6 inches height 
and Ii feet diameter. A circumference grove is 
there around the stone which is always full ofwater 
upto the surface. It is said that its depth is n(., 
known. Stone idol of Vinayaka is at the entrance 
on the l~ft side of the sanctum sanctorum. Adja
cent to this temple, to its right side, the temple of 
Jagannadhas\O-amy with the I foot high sandalwood 
idols of Jagannadhaswamy, Balabhadra and Subha-

dra are there. On the left side of the temple 
Parvati's stone idol of Ii feet height is there in a~ 
adjacent temple. There is mantapa of 20 stone 
pillars on 4 of which is fine sculpture brought from 
Simhachalam. The Dasavataras '(10 incarnations 
of Lord Vishnu) are carved on these four pillars. 
In the centre of the mantapa there is a bull-God 
(nandi), 4 feet in height and 6 feet in length, arra. 
nged on a 8 inches high pedestal Dhwajasthambluz 
of about 50 feet height is there. The dilapidated 
fort of the Chola dynasty is at a distance of on~ 
furlong from this temple. 

The routine pujas observed at the temple regu
rly are abhlshekam 5-30 to 6 a.m , Mahanaivedyam 10 
a.m., and dreparadhana between 5-30 to 6 p.m. Gates 
are open for pilgrims in the morning and evening 
also. 

During the month Karthika (October-November) 
pujas and abhishtkams are performed by devotees of 
this town and the neighbouring villages on all Mon
days, from 3-30 in the early hours of the day to 12 
noon. Gates are open for the dar,han of the Lord 
from 6 to 8-30 a.m. for Karthika Pumimajwaltltho1o
nam and thiruveedhi uthsavam take place. On Kanuma 
Panduga (1 day after Sankranti festival i.e., on 15th 
January thirunallu (festival) for the Lord takes place 
for 1 day. During Dhanurmasam, the deity is taken 
in procession (Thiruveedhi Uthsavam) from 7-30 to 
10-30 a.m. to the accompaniment of music for 15 
days. For Sivaratri festival, Kalyanam for the Lord 
takes place for 6 days from the Ekadasi before Siva
ratri to Padyami. On Sivaratri day about 3,000 devo· 
tees vi sit the temple. On other days and during 
the Kalyanam about 300 people visit the temple. 
About Rs. 10,000 are collected by the Vaisyas of 
the town towards the celebrati0n of Sivaratri. Hari
kathas, puranakalakshepams, Burrakathas, dramas and 
other cultural and religious programmes are arra
nged during these 6 days to provide entertainment 
to the people. 

About 20 shops, tea-stalls, sweetmeat stalls and 
fancy goods stalls are arranged for the Sivaratri fes
tival. Lottery, circus, whirling wheels, etc., 
provide entertainment to the visitors. Cultural
programmes mentioned above will be from 6 p.m. 
to 3 a.m. 

There was 7 acres of land for .Gowreeswaraswamy 
but Acs 3-50 cts was taken over by the Hindu Reli
gious and Charitable Endowments Department of 
the Andhra Pradesh State Government. At present 
there is Acs 3-50 cts of wet and dry land for the 
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Lord, fetching an annual income of RI. 800. The 
tank adjacent to the temple and the cocoanut grove 
belong to the temple. Pujaris of Sri Vighneswara 
temple are the Pujaris of this temple also. Sri P.V; 
G. Raju, M.L.A., and a former Minister of the 
Andhra Pradesh State Government is the trustee of 
this temple. 

Sri Kesavaswamy temple is very ancient one. 
It was constructed in 1348 A.D by Mahabaleswara 
Raju, a Chola King of Matsya dynasty. 3t feet 
high stone idol with brass Kavacha of Kesava, 2t 
high stone idols with brass Kavachas of Sridevi and 
Bhudevi are there in the sanctum sanctorum. 
Sandalwood idols of Jagannadhaswamy, Subhadra 
and Balabhadra are there by the side of the sanctum 
sanctorum. There is also a small temple of Anja
neya with a small idol. Apart from daily routine 
pujas, bhajans also take place daily. About 50 to 60 
people participate in the bhajans. 'Puranakalakshepam 
also will be there. 

During the first fortnight of the Dhanurmasam 
(Pushya i.e., December-January), uthsavam (proce
ssion) for this deity takes place whereas during the 
second fortnight, procession of G()wreeswaraswamy 
takes place. On the three days during Sankranti 
(Bhogi, Sankranti and Kanuma) both Kesavaswamy 
and Gowreeswaraswamy are taken together in pro
eession around the town. 

For Krishnastami and Bhishma Ekadsai, Thiruveedhi 
Clthsavom take place. From Magha Suddha Ekadasi to 
Padyami i. e., for 5 days, kalyanam of the Lord takes 
place. About 1,000 people witness these celebrations 
on each of these days. Pujari is Sri Sudarsanam 
Seetharamacharyulu, a Vaikhanasa Brahmin of 
Athreyasa gotram. There are 12 acres of wet and 
dry land and pujari enjoys the land. The present 
trustee of the temple is the Maharaja of Vijaya
nagaram Sri P. V. G. Raju. 

Sri Jagannadhaswamy Rathothsavom (Car festival) 
is celebrated for 10 days from Ashada Suddha Vidiya 
:to Ekadasi. About 3,000 people gather and witness 
the uthsavam. 

In the four Rama mandirs, Sri Rama Navami is 
celebrated for 1 day and panokam and vadapappu are 
distributed to the people who gather there. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Roo j Economic Investigator, Census Office. 

26. Vakapalle-Situated at a distance of 10 miles 
from Chodavaram by foot-path, 21 miles from Ana
kapalle by bus and 60 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,514 and 
it is made up of the following Hindu castel: Brah
min, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Padmasale, Kamsali, 
Lingayat, Chakali, Mangali, Thelukula, Yata; and 
Scheduled Castes (79 persons) Malas and Madiga. 
Agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations are the chief means of livelihood 
of the residents. 

The temple of Sri Rama, Maridamma, Chinta
lamma with the stone images and Pasuvulamma are 
the places of wonhip here. 

Maridamma Panduga is celebrated in Chaitram 
(Masch.April) fer 15 days. Fowls, goats and sheep 
are sacrificed and fruits, turmeric and kumkum are 
offered. The deity is taken in a procession on all 
these days. It is being celebrated since the origin 
of the village. Velamas are the patrons. Pujari 
belongs to Kamsali caste. Prasadam is distributed to 
all and on the last day dinners are arranged. 

The other festivals of the village are of Chinta
lamma and Paluvulamma celebrated for 15 days in 
Choitram (March-April) and Sravanam (July-August), 
respectively. On the last day relatives and friends, 
are invited and dinners are arranged. 

The devotees take river-bath and observe fast
ing and jagarana during Sivaratri, Karthika Purnima, 
Magha Purnima and Nagulachavithi. 

SOURCE: Sri M. Suryanarayana, Narnam, Vakapalle. 

27 Taruva Agraharam-Situated at a distance of 
11 miles from Chodavaram, 22 miles from Kotbava
lasa Railway Station and 42 miles from Viziana
garam. 

The total population of [he village is 1,049 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Velama, Sale, Viswabrahmin, Chakali, 
Mangali, Theli; Schedulee Castes (100 persons)
MalaB, Madigas. The chief means of their liveli
hood are agriculture, agricultural labour, employ
ment and other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple and Marlamma temple with 
a wooden image of the deity are the places of 
worship. Maridamma, Paradesamma, Nukalamma 
and Pasuvulamma are also worshipped. 

Marlamma Panduga is celebrated for 2 days 
beginning from the middle of Vaisakham (April·May) 
once in two years. There are some letters inscribed 
on two copper plates in some ancient script. These 
copper plate inscriptions contain a chakram 
(quoit), trisulam (trident), as the insignia of the 
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-deity. These are buried in a corner of the temple 
and are dug up and taken out on the anupu day by 
the, pujari every time the uthsavam is celebrated. 

'These are believed to be found sooncr or later as 
the uthsavam is celebrated perfectly or otherwise. 
When they are found, the people present in the 
temple witness a lightning. If the images are not 
found even when dug deep in the earth, the utllsa

.vam ~s celebrated again. It is believed that the 
deity appears to the pujari and tells him where she 
is to be found. The wooden images of the deity are 
worshipped. Vows are fulfiled. Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed. This is an ancient festival. 
About Rs. 6,000 are spent on the uthsovam collected 
'as subscriptions from the villagers. Local people of 
all communities congregate. Pujari is a Velama 
with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to 
all. 

A fair is held in this connection in an area of 
220 square yards for two days. People of this vil
lage and the nearby villages congregate. A few 
shops sell sweets, utensils, lanterns, torchligh ts, 
-mirrors, combs, etc. 

Maridamma and Pasuvulamma festivals are 
.celebrated annually. 

'SCOURCE: Sri B. V. V. Sathyallarayana, Karnam, 
Taruva Agraharam. 

28 PedaDaDdipalle-Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from Devarapalle, 15 miles from Kothavalasa 
Railway Station, 22 miles from Chodavaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,173 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brah
min, Vaisya, Kapu, Kammari, Kummari, Man
.gali, Chakali, Viswabrahmin and Scheduled 
Castes (87 perlons). The chief means of their liveli
hood are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

Sri Veera Venkata Satyanarayanaswamy to the 
west of the village, Neelakanteswaraswauiy to the 
.east, Nukalamma, Maridamma, Muthyalamma and 
.Paradesamma are the places of worshi p. 

Sri Veera Venkata Satyanarayanaswamyvari 
Theertha Mahothsavam it celebrated for 2 days in 
Magham (23rd and 24t11 January). Hair cuts and 
corbans are offered to the Lord. This is being cele
brated for the past 60 years. The devoteell of the 
village congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. Pujari is a Brahmin of Koundinyalla 

gotram with hereditary rights. There is poor-fce .. 
ding and Prasadam is distributed to aU. 

Sri Neehkanteswaraswamy Kalyana Mohothsa
vam is celebrated on Vaisakha Suddka Ekadasi 
(April-May) with local congregation. Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

Maridamma, Nukalamma, Muthyalamma and 
Paradesamma Jatara are celebrated according to the 
convenience of the villagers. Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed to the deities. All Hindu devo
tees of the village take part in these festivals. 

SOURCE: Sri Vadlamani Satyanarayana, Village K'arnam, 
Pedanandipalle. 

29 Alamanda-Situated at a distance of21 miles 
from Anandapuram-Venkannapalem road, 9 miles 
from Chodavoram, 18 miles from Kothavalasa Rail~ 
way Station and 45 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 3,225 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Kshatriya, Vaisya, Sudra; and Scheduled Castel 
(212 persons). The chief means oflivelihood of the 
people are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade 
and traditional occupations . 

Nukalamma temple, Siva temple and Rama 
temple are the places of worship in this village. 

Nukalamma Panduga is celebrated for 5 days 
(rom Phalguna Bakula Ekadasi to Amavasya (Febru
ary-March). Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed 
to the deity. Vows are fulfilled. During these 5 
days bhajans and fancy dresses are performed. On 
the last day, Bragavathqms and dramas are enacted. 
Silver uetensils, valuing Rs. 1401- are presented to 
the best actor of Bhagavatham and dramas. Sweets 
are prepared and offered to the deity as naivedYlm. 
This is being celebrated from ancient times. Vela
mas are the patrons. All Hindu communities take 
part in the festival. There is no pujari for the deity. 
But &ring the festival qays the persons belonging to 
Viswabrahmin (Kamsali) community who are enjoy
ing the lands of the deity worship her and perform 

" pujas to her. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival for 
5 days near the temple. This is being held from 
ancient times. About 3,000 people of this and the 
neighbouring villages congregate. Eatables, uten
sils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures, milk, 
clothes, agricultural implements and toys arc 
brought and sold. Pandals are erected. Drama 
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competitions and sports afford entertainment to the 
visitors. 

Tbe devotees observe fasting and jagorana dur
ing $ivaratri on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi. 

SOURCE: Srj T. Venkata Ramana, Villnge Level Worker, 
Alamanda. 

30 Vec:halam-Situated by the side of the river 
Sarada, 6 miles from Chodavaram and 18 miles 
from Anakapall~ Railway Station. There are no 
proper communication facilities to this village. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,749 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Vaisya, 
Velama, Jangam, Padmasale, Mangali, Chakali, 
Sharabi; Scheduled Castes (171 persons)-Mala, 
Madiga and Scheduled Tribes (4 persons) and Mus
lims. The chief means of livelihood of the people 
are agricul t ure, agricultural labour, and other tradi
tional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama with His image in 
human form, Siva with a Sivalingam, Muthyala
mma, Pydithallamma and Maridamma with their 
images in human form are the places of worship. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Choitra SurIdha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 
Arrangements are made 10 days in advance. 
Cocoanuts and plantains are offered to the deity. 
This is of ancient origin. The patrons are Velamas. 
Pujari is a Sale. Bhajans are performed 10 the 
morning and Harikatlzas in the nights. There is 
no poor feeding. 

A fair is held In connection with this festival 
for 5 days near the temple; Nearly 3,000 people 
from the neighbouring villages congregate. This 
is a very ancient fair. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, 
Ayurvedic medicines, pictures, clothes, agricultural 
implements and fancy goods are brought and sold. 
Lottery, gambling, magic, swings, circus and music 
performances afford entertainment to the viSItors. 

SivaMtri festival is celrbrated for 3 days from 
Magha Bahula Triodasi to Amavasya (January-Feb. 
ruary). Puja, abhishekam _ and deeparadlzana are 
performed. Cocoanuts and plaintains are offered. 
Vows are fulfilled. _ Fasting and jagarana are the 
domestic observances on Chaturdasz'. Social dinners 
are arranged on the next day. 

This festival is very ancient one. The devotees 
from neighbouring villages congregate. Pujar; is 
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a Jangam. BurrakiJthas, Harikathas and dramas-
afford entertainment. There is free feeding. 

Maridamma Panduga is celebrated for 15 days 
in Asvijam (September-October). On the first 
day, the deity is brought into the village and every 
night, she is taken in a procession round the village 
with music. On the 15th day, the deity is taken 
back to Her temple with music. Cocoanuts are 
offered to the deity. On that day, the devotees 
invite their relatives and _ celebrate the festival by 
arrnaging feats. Animal sacrifice waS in vogue 
upto 1955 and now, animal sacrifice is done at the 
households not before the deity. 

Muthyalamma Panduga and Pydithallamma Pan-
duga are celebrated in the same wa y. 

SOURCE: Sri Ahmed, Village Level Worker, Vechalam. 

31 PaidaDlpeta-Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
from Gondupalem and 3 miles from Cowduwada, 
10 miles from Chodavaram by road and 15 miles 
from Anakap~lle Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 925 and it 
consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Kshatriya, Vaisya, Velama, Chakali, Mangali, 
Vaddari, Padmasale, Yata, Kamsali; and Scheduled 
Castes (73 persons). The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade 
and other traditional occupations., 

The temples of Maridamma and Sri Rama arc' 
the places of worship here. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for one dayan, 
CJza(tra Suddha Navami (March-April). Chfllimidi 
and vadapappu are offered to the Lord. This is of 
ancient origin and of local significance. The resi
dents of the village congregate without any distinc
tion of caste or creed. There is no pujari to this 
temple. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Maridamma Theertham is also celebrated in 
this village. Fowls are sacrificed to the deity. 
This is being celebrated from ancient times and, 
is confined to this and the neighbouring villages 
Over 1000 devotees from this and the neighbouring 
and villages congregate. 

A fair is held in connection with the theerharrt 
near the temple with a few shops selling eatables 
and lanterns etc. 

SOURCE: Sri Kavi KonrIala Stetko Rama Swami, Village 
Karnam, Paidampeta. 
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32. Medacherla--Situated at a distance of about 
7 miles from Chodavaram and 17 miles from Anaka
palle Railway Station. To reach this village, one 
has to travel from Anakapalle Railway Station to 
K. Kotapadu via Chodavaram and from K. Kota
padu by cart or by walk. 

The total population of the village is 1,657 and 
it is comprised of Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, 
Chakalis, Mangalis and Yatas; and Scheduled 
Caste. (150 persons). The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultural labour, 
trade and other traditional occupation. The temples 
of Sri Kesavaswamy, Sri Eswara, Sri Rama and 
Pydithalli, with Her image in human form, are the 
places of worship. 

Sri Pydithalli Ammavari Uthsavam is celebrated 
for one day on Tuesday before Phalguna Suddha Pur~ 
nima (February-March). Fow Is, goats and sheer 
are sacrificed to the deity. This is being celebrated 
for the past 50 years. Local people congregate 
without any distinction of caste or creed. There is 
no specific pujari. A person is appointed during 
festival days. Koya dances and dramas entertain 
the public. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

'SOURCE: Sri G. Venkata Rama Murthy, Village Karnam, 
Medacherla. 

33. Kintadakotapadu-Situated at a distance of 
about 8 miles from Chodavaram and 16 miles from 
Anakapalle Railway Station. This village is con
nected by bus with Chodavaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,521 and 
it consists Brahmins, Velamas, Kamsalis, Padma
sales and Yatas; Scheduled Castes (85 persons) and 
Scheduled Tribes (8 persons). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Thetemple of Eswara, Maridimamba and Ravu
lamma with the awe-inspiring images of Maridi

-mamba and Ravulamma are the places of worship. 

Maridimamba and Ravulamma Theerthams are 
celebrated for 2 days in Magham (19th & 20th Janu
ary). Frwits, Sarees are offered and animals are 

'sacrificed to the deity. The patrons are the villa
gers. Local devotees congregate wtih out any dis
tinction of caste or creed. 

The devotees decorate thier houses and take oil
bath. 

SOURCE: Sri S. Suridevudu, Village Level Workers, 
Kintadakotapadu. 

34. Kintada-Situated at a the foot of a hill and 
at a distance of 12 miles from Ohodavaram and' 18 
miles from Anakapalle Railway Station of which 16 
miles can be covered by bus and 2 miles by walk. 
A Nawab of Golkonda dynasty lived here. There 
are ruins of the fort around the village. The villa
gers are bel ieved to have come here from Jilledu
pudi village of Golkonda Circars. 

The total population of the vi llage is 2,746 and 
it is comprised of the following Hindu Castes: Brah" 
min, Vaisya Viswabrahmin, Padmasale, Vela
ma, Chakali, Mangalij and Scheduled Castes (49 
persons)-Malas, Madigas. The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, 
trade and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Mallikarjuna~wamy temple was built by Sri 
Bandaru Peda Narayana Pathrudu. He also gave 
some land to the temple as inam. In 1960 the 
temple was repaired and the image was re-installed. 
The temples of Rama, Ravulamma and Maridamma 
are the other places of worship here. 

Ravulamma Uthsavam is celebrated once in 9 
years for 40 days beginning in Magham (January
February). Cocoanuts, friuts, new clothes and 
ornaments are offered. A he-buffalo is sacrificed. 
This is being celebrated from ancient times on a 
grand scale. 

A fair is held in this connection near the temple 
from ancient times wi th over a hkh of congrega
tion from far and near. Sweets, food materials, 
utensils, lanterns, mirrors, combg, pictures, 
books, readymade and hand loom cloths, agricultu
ral implements and toys are b[o<lgilt and sold in the 
fair. Swings, Circus, lottery, dramas, Harikathas, 
music and Bhagavatharns entertain the visitors. , Tem
porary arrangements are made for the lodging of the 
visitors. In addition L> the hotels, there are free 
boarding and water facilities. There are chouitries 
also. About Rs. 10,000 are spent over the arrange
ments for the fair. 

Rwulamma festival is cdebrated every year for 
a day on a small scale with a fair near the temple. 

Sri Ramulavari Uthsavam is celebrated for 3 days 
from Mugha Suddha Purnima to Bakula Vidiya (January
February). 

Daily pujas, dhupam, deepam and naivedyam. are 
offered to Sri Mallikharjuna Swamy. Devotees 
gather at the temple on -;aturdays and Mondays. 
There is special puja and anna santharpana on January 
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15th (Sankranii) every year. Cocoanuts are offered. 
and vows are fulfilled. There are itUJm landll with 
an annual income of Rs. 1,000 and two mango gar
dens in the name of the Lord. The patron is Sri 
Bandaru Pedanarayana Pathrudu. Local people of 
all communities participate. Pujari is a Brahmin 
with a monthly salary of Rs. 40. 

Taking bath in a tank, fasting and jagarom are 
domestic observances on festive occasions. 

SOURCE: Sri Bolla Pragada Hanumantha Roo, Karnam, 
Kin/ada. 

35. Arle-Situated at a distance of 12 miles from 
Chodavaram and the nearest Railway Station 
is Anakapalle. 

The total population of the village is 1,078 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Velama, Golla, Yata, Sale, Kamsali, Chakali, Man
gali, Sheku and Scheduled caste.s (28 persons)
Mala, Madiga. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Mallikarjunaswamy, 
Pydithillli Ammavaru and Maridamma with Her 
image in human form, are the places of worship. 

Sri Ramulavari Uthsavam is celebrated for one 
day on Magha Suddha Ekadasz (January-February). 
This is being celebrated from ancient times and is 
of local significance only. 

Sri Mallikarjunaswamy Uthsavam is celebrated 
for a day in Pushyam, on January 18th. This is 
being held from ancient times. About 1,000 devo
tees from the neighbouring villages like Santha
palem, Jogammapa1em, Kotapadu and Chendaiah
peta congregate without any distinction of caste or 
creed. Pujari is a Brahmin. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few 
shops selling eatables and utensils. 

pydithalli and Maridamma Uthsavams are cele. 
brated for a day according to the convenience of 
the villagers in Karthikam (October-November). 
Arrangements are made 9 days in advance. Ghatams 
are taken in a procession. Goats and fowls are 
sacrificed. Turmeric and kumkum and fruits are 
offered to the deities. Besides the annual uthsavams 
Py.dithalli Ammavari Panduga is celebrated once'in 
15 years on a grand -scale. Prasadam is distributed 
to all and there is free feeding. 

The devotees take sea-bath and river-bath and 
oblerve fasting and jagarana during festive days. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Venkata Ramaiah, Village Karnam,._ 
Ark. 

36. Sing&lIldorapalem-Situated at a distance of 
12 miles from Chodavaram by bus and 15 mile. 
from Kothavalasa Railway Station. This village, 
was constructed by Singanna, a Velamadora and 
hence it is called Singamdorapalem. 

The total poplllation of the village is 2.522 and' 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Velama, Padm.sale, Settibalija, Kapu, 
Kammara, Kummari, Chakali, Mangali; Scheduled 
Castes (53 personsi-Mala, Madiga, Adi-Andhras, 
and Chachchadies. The chief means of their liveli
hood are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade, 
wea ving and t raditiona I occupations. 

The temples of Rama, Vighneswara, Parvathi, 
Eswara and Maridimamba with the images of the 
deities are the places of worship h~re. There is a 
special mutt for Sadhus and Sanyasis. 

Maridamma Uthsavam is celebrated for a day in
Vaisakham (April-May). Arrangements are made 
5 days in advance. Fruits, cocoanuts and sweets
are offered to the deity. The animal sacrifice is 
prohibited recently. The deity is taken in a proce
ssion in the village with music. Intoxicating drinks 
are used. This is an ancient festival with local 
significance. Velamas are the chief patrons Hindu 
devotees local and from the neighbouring villages. 
congregate. Praradam is distributdd to all. 

A fair is held in this connection near the temple 
for the past 200 year". About 10,000 people congre
gate. Eatables, sweets, utensils, lanterns, Ayurvedic 
medicines, handloom and readymade clothes, agri-, 
cultural implements are brought and sold. Swings, 
circus, magic, lottery and dramas afford egtertain
ment. There are free feeding facilities for the
visitors. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from. 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April) and 
Vinayaka Chavi thi for 9 days from Bhadrapada Suddha 
Chavithi to Dwadasi (August-September). 

SOURCE: 1. ~ri B. Padmanabham, Village Karnam" 
Singamdorapalem. 

2. Sri N. Satha Rao, Teacher, Singamdora~ 
palem. 

37. Sureddipalem-Situated on Venkannapalem
Amarapuram road, at a distance of 13 miles from 
Kothavalasa Railway Station as also Chodavaram 
and 18 miles from Anakapalle Railway Station. 
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The total population of the village is 1,186 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Vaisya, 
Vishwabrahmin, Mangali, Chakali, Yata, Padma
sale, Tcli; Scheduled Castes (59 persons)-Mala, 
Madiga; and Muslim. The chief means of their 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultu
ral labour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama and Durgalamma 
with their images are the places of worship in this 
village. The other deities Maridamma, Banga
ramma, Muthyalamma, Pasuvdamma and Bhulo
kamma are worshipped with no temples. 

Gramat!evathala Uthsavam is celebrated near Durga
lamma temple for one day in Pushyam (January 
18th). Animals are sacrificed to the deity. The 
trustee of this temple is Sri Simbadrappala Naidu 
and the inam lands of these deities are incharge of 
the trustee. The Hindu devotees from the neigh
bouring villages congregate. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
with a few shops selling eatables and utensils, etc. 

SOURCE: Sri r. Ganga Naidu, Village Headman, Sureddi-
palem. 

38. Potanavalasa-Situated on Kothavala-Devara
palle road at a distance of 10 miles from Kotha
valasa Railway Station and 17 miles from Choda
varam. 

The total population of the village is 40 I and it 
is made up of the following Hindu castes: Brah
min, Koppala Velama, Kummari, Chakali, Man
gali; and Scheduled castes (13 persons). The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultu
ral labour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple and Maridamma temple with 
a wooden image of Maridimamba in human form 
are the places of worship here. 

Maridimamba Panduga is celebrated once in 3 
years for 9 days according to the convenience of the 
villagers. Fruits, turmeric and kumkum are offered. 
The residents of the village congregate without any 
distinction of Caste or creed. Pujari is a Koppala 
Velama of Pydipala gotram with hereditary rights. 

The devotees observe fasting on Karthika Suddha 
Purnima and jagarana for Sivaratri. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Jagannadham, 'Village Karnam, Potana
valasa Agraharam; 

39., Pindrangi-Situated at a distance of It miles 
from Kothavalasa-Devarapalle road, 7 miles from 

Kothavalasa Railway Station by bus, and 24 miles 
from Chodavaram. There is only cart approach to 
t his village. 

The total population of the village including 
the hamlet Lankavaripalem is 1,587 and it is made 
up of the following Hindu castes.: Vaisya, Golla; 
Kamsali, Velamas Chakali, Mangali, Yata; Sche
duled Castes (53 persons)·Mala, Madiga and Dude
kula Muslim. The chiefmeans of livelihood of the 
residents are agriculture, agricultura I labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

Muthyalamma Maridamma, Pydithallamma:, 
Bangaramma with their images in female form and 
two Rama temples one in this village and the other 
in Lankavaripalem, the hamlet of this village are the 
places of worship. Gruhalingeswara Swamy symbo
lised in a black stone Sivalingam is also there in 
Lankavaripalem. 

Muthyalamma and Bangaramma f('stivals art! 
celebrated for 9 days once in 2 years in Chaitra", 
(March-April). This is being celebrated for the past 
over a century. These are confined to this village 
and the hamlet Lankavaripalem. The villagers are 
the patrons. Local people congregate without any 
distin ction of caste or creed. 

There is an asramam called Sri Kokkula Bala
narayana Avadhutha Asram and daily pujas ar~ 
peIformed by Sri Medisetti Satyanarayana. Saints 
and Sadhus attend the festival celebrated in April 
every year. 

In Lankavaripalem hamlet, Sri Gruhalingeswa.;. 
raswamy Vari Theertham is celebrated for 4 days from 
Pushya Bahula Dwadasi to Amavasya (January 13th to 
16th). Abhishekams and Rudrabhishlkamr are perfor
med. Cocoanuts are offered. Hair is also offered 
by some. Bath in a tank near the temple, fasting 
and jagaram are observed. This is being celebrated 
from ancient times. About 2 lakhs of devotees from 
the neighbouring villages within radiull of 20 miles 
congregate. All Hindu devotees take part in the 
festival. Pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary rights. 
Prasaaarn is distributed to all. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
for 4 days near the temple. This is being held from 
ancient times. About 2 lakhs of persons from the 
neighbouring villages congregate. Eatables, utenSils, 
lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures, song books 
agricultural implements and clothes are brought 
and sold. Dramas and bhajanas afford entertainment 
to the visitors. There is a choultry which is in ruins 
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,The pilgrim. cook their food under trees. There is 
free feeding in Karthikam at this temple. 

Sri Rama kalyanam is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
NtWami (March-April). 

SoURCE: 1. Sri J. Sanyasi Naidu, Headman, Pindaragi. 

2. Sri Bandi Radhakrishna Murthy, Village 
Level Worker, Lankavaripalem, HID Pind. 
rangi. 

40. Marrivalasa-Situated at distance of 6 miles 
from Kothavalasa Railway Station and 17 miles 
from Chodavaram. 

The total population of the village is 666 and it 
is composed of the following Hindu castes: Kapu, 
'Velama, Sharabi, Golla, Telukula, Chakali, 
Mangali; Scheduled Castes (8~ persons)-Malas, 
Madigas; and Dudekula Muslim. The chief mean, of 
their livi"lihood are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Muthyalamma and Durgalamma 
with their images in human form and of Sri Rama 
are the places of worship here. 

Cramadevathala Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
once in 3 years in Vaisakham (May 6th to 15th). 
Arrangements are made from May 6th onwards. 
Fruits, cocoanuts, turmeric and kumkz.;m are offered 
to the deity. This is being celebrated from ancient 
times and is of local significance only. All Hindu 
devotees of the village congregate. . Pujari is a Golla 
of Sasandarla gotram with hereditary rights. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Sri Rama Uthsavam is celebrated for 4 days from 
Karthika Suddha Purnima to Bakula Tadiya (October
November) 

SOURCE: Sri B. Chandrasekhara Rao, Village Headman, 
Marrivalasa. 

41 Pathavalasa-Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Kothavalasa Railway Station and 18 miles 
from Chodavaram. Kotapadu-Kothavalasa road 
passes through the village. 

The total popUlation of the village is 782 and it 
is cumposed to the following Hindu castes: Vaisya, 
Velama, Sharabi, Chakali, Mangali, Yata and 
Sched uled Ca.stes (37 personl)-Malas, Madiga •• 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are agri
culture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temple of Sri Rama, Maridamma and 
Bangaramma with the image of in human form are 
the places of worship. 

Cramadevathala Panduga is celebrated once in 3 
years for 10 days in Vaisakham (generally May 15th 
to 24th) Arrangements are made from May 15th on
wards. Cocoanuts, fruits, turmeric and kumkum are 
offered to the deity. This is being celebrated from 
ancient times. Th. villagers are the patrons. The 
Hindu residents of the village congregate. Pujari is 
a Velama of Pydipala gotram with hereditary rights. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. ; 

Sri Ramulavari Uthsavam is celebrated for 4 days 
from Karthika Suddha Purnima to Bahula Tadiya (Octo
ber~ N ovem ber). 

SOURCE: Sri B. Chandrasekhara Rao, Village Headman. 
Pathavalasa. 
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Section VIII 

SRUNGAVARAPUKOTA TALUK 

tLilorra - It is an agency village lying in the 
Ananthagiri hills in the South-Eastern corner of 
Srungavarapukota taluk at a distance of 27 miles 
from the taluk headquarters. The Srungavarapukota
Araku Road passes adjacent to it at a distance of 
about 3 miles. The D. B. K. Railway line passes 
through this village and it is a railway station. 
There are mica mines around this village. It is a 
small village with 33 persons (All tribal people) 
with 7 residential houses at the 1961 Census count. 

The village contains caves of antiquity, which 
are of both historical and religious importance. The 
river Gosthani takes its origin in Anathagiri forest 
area away from Borra caves. These Borra caves 
are famous and are situated at a distance, of about 
4 miles to the North of the road point at Mulya
guda. Deep in the caves there is a Sivalingam over 
which there is an idol of a cow (Kamadhenuvu). 
The saying is that water comes from the under of 
this cow, falls on the Sivalingams and then flows 
down, forming into a river; on account of this the 
river is called Gosthani. The stream, coming from 
the Western side and joining thi!! river Gosthani 
near Borra caves is only a hill stream. 

SOURCE: Census 1961 Andhra Pradesh, District Census 
Handbook, Visakhapatnam. Page A-97. 

2. Kondiba-It is a tribal village situated at an 
altitude of about 2,500 feet M. S. L. amidst forests 
on a hill slope in the Eastern Ghats, at a distance of 
about 2 miles on the North-Eastern side of Visakha
patnam - Araku Road, deviating at the 5113 mile
stone. Srungavarapukota, the taluk headquarters 
is at a distance of 20 miles and Visakhapatnam city, 
the district headquarters is at a distance of 53 miles 
from this village connected by Visakhapatnam
Jeypore road. 

It has a population of 189 persons consisting of 
Bagata, Konda Dora and Domb Scheduled Tribes 
(188 persons) and one Christian household of the 
School Teacher (1 person). 

Deity worship and festivals: Lord Vishnu in the 
name of Lakshmi Narayana is the most favoured 
deity of the people of this village. Next in order 

come SiVa and Brahma. Goddesses Lakshmi, Parva~ 
thi and Saraswathi, the' consorts of the Trimurtis, 
Vishnu, Siva and Brahma are also worshipp~d by the 
people. Kondademudu (Hill-God) is worshipped by the 
Konda Doras, besides the above Gods and Goddesses. 
The Christian household of the village teacher wor .. 
ships Jesus Christ. Besides these, they appease the 
village deities Peddademudu, Gangadevatha, Sankudemudu, 
Nandidemudu and Jakarademudu: A description of each 
of them is given below: 

Peddademudu: Peddademudu, Symbolised in a 
small oval shaped rough stone of 4" length and 3" 
breadth, is installed under a juvvi (ficus tsiela) tree 
on the bank of the hill stream Balligadda towards 
the Southern side of the village at a distance of 2 fur
longs. Beside the Peddademudu, another slightly 
big stone symbolised as Bhairava is also there. Both 
these deities are kept facing W~st unde r a tree cir
cumscribed by a 3 feet high stone wall. In the 
month of Vaisakha (April-May) of every year, Pedda. 
demudu is worshipped either on Sunday or Tuesday. 
On this day, Pujari (priest from the Bagata Tribe), 
Janni (priest of the Konda Dora Tribe) observe fast 
and propitiate the deity. The pujari lits lamp with 
niger oil and sprinkles akshintalu (rice smeared with 
tumeric powder) over the deity. This deity is 
appeased by sacrificing a sheep, a goat or a fowl to 
guard their cattle from the bane of wild animals. 
Once in three years a buffalo is sacrificed to the 
Peddademudu and the blood is sprinkled over 
Bhairava. 

Gangadevatha: The deityis housed in a small cave
like stone structure under a neredi (eugenia jambo
lane) tree at a distance of about 3 furlongs from the 
village on the left side of the way to Kondamguda. 
The doors are opened only an the festival day by the 
Janni only after sacrificing a fowl. The Goddess 
Ganga is symbolised in three iron pieces. She is 
believed to be responsible for all contagious diseases 
like small-pox, chick~n.pox etc. The festival comes 
in the month of Pushyam (December-January). At the 
time of worship the three iron pieces symbolised the 
deity are arranged into the form ofa knife. Janni 
keep the iron pieces (the deity) in a basket and then 
places a lighted niger or castor oil lamp. He carr_ 
ies the basket over bis fore-arm and goes first to the 
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Muttadar's house. The Muttadar's wife, after tak. 
ing bath, sprinkles akshintalu over the deity and then 
pours niger oil in the pramida and worship the deity 
with folded hands. Then the Goddess is taken to 
the house of the Barika, where his wife worships the 
deity in the same way as the Muttadar's wife does. 
Then the Janni keeps the deity in his house for that 
day and on the following few days, he (Janni) goes 
round the village from door to door, carrying the 
deity and pramida until all the households are cover
ed. Every housewife sprinkles akshintalu and pours 
niger oil in the pramida. On the third day, all the 
young men of the village dance around the Goddess 
and then it is place~ in its old place and goat is 
sacrificed by the Janni. The amount of expenditure 
incurred on the purchase of the goat is borne bv all 
the tribals of the village and the meat is distributed 
rqually among them. After this, men and women 
perform "'dimsa dance for two days expressing their 
joy and happiness. Throughout this function, musi
tal instruments are played by the Dombs. Every 
household gives t to seers of sama (little millet) or 
thodl (finger millet) or paddy to the Janni. 

Sankudemudu: Tlrlis deity is installed in a small 
temple like structure about 3 feet in height, just by 
the side of astan (nishani) in the Bagata Street, Sanku
demudu festival is observed either on a Monday or 
Thursday in the month of Chaitra (March-April). 
On the nigh~ of the festival day, a pig is sacrificed 
by the Janni, the cost of which is borne by the 
villagers. He brings one measure of Chodi (finger 
millet) seeds and distributes to all the villagers who 
mix them with the required quantity of seed to be 
broadcast in their fields with the belief that they 
reap rich harvest. 

Nandidemudu: This deity is symbolised in an ant
hi II at a distance 4 furlongs from the village on the 
way to Kodamguda and one furlong away from 
Gangadevatha. Nandidemudu festival is celebrated in 
the month of Magha (january-February) on any 
~aturday. This festival signifies the preparations 
on the part of the people for the ensuing agricultural 
~perations. Women 'Bedaub' the houses. They 
wear new clothes and fetch water in new pots from 
the hill-stream. They cook food in the gondillu 
(God's room) in strict silence and without being 
seen. Janni bring~ clay from this ant-hill and pte
pa'res a bull and keeps it in a new basket. The 
Janni keeping the basket with the deity on his left 
hand got'S to the Muttadar's house and tben to the 
Barika's house where akshintalu are sprinkled and 
niger oil is poured in the pram ida by their house-

wives, respectively. Then he goel round all the 
households in the village for about two days. Each 
household offers a fowl to the deity which is sacri
ficed by the Janni at the threshold of the household 
itself. On the third day the Janni keeps the idol 
at the ant-hill symbolised in the name of the deity. 
The Muttadar donates a goat and the same is sacri
ficed to the deity besides the goats purchased out of 
subscriptions raised among the people of the village. 
The meat is distributed among the Bagatas and 
Dombs. Then a pig purchased from the contribu
tion s of all the communities is sacrificed before the 
deity but its flesh is distributed among the Konda 
Doras only. Every household gives 1 to 2 seers of 
grain to the Janni for the service rendered by him 
in carrying the deity from household to household. 

Jakarademudu: This deity is symbolised in the form 
of a small, circular stone folcing west and is installed 
in semicircular stone structure of 3' height under a 
tamarind tree at a distance of about 3 furlongs on 
the Western side of the village and in between the 
Gangadtvatha and Nandidemudu Konda Doras and 
Dombs only celebrated the festival connected with 
the worshipofthisdeity on any Monday or Thursday 
during the month of Sravana (July-August). On 
the festival day, either a cow or a bull is sacrificed. 
The expenditure is shared by the households of 
these two communities. 

All the deties except Jakprademudu who is 
worshipped by the Konda Doras and Dombs, are 
worshipped by the two tribes viz., Bagatas and Konda 
Doras and the Scheduled Caste, Dombs inhabiting 
the village. 

The musical instruments Thudumu, mori, dolu, 
kiridi, dappu, baka and jodukommulu are played upon 
by the Dombs, at the time of worshipping. the' 
deities. 

Ashada Jatara or Ammathalli Panduga: This 
deity AmmathaIli is symbolised in the form of a 
s tone by the side of the hill stream Balligadda. 
This festival is celerated in the month of Ashada 
(J une-July) on any Tuesday and hence is known as 
Ashada Jatara. The Janni prepares a small chariot 
with wood and mud and takes it round the village 
along with a goat and tben reaches the deity, 
Ammathalli. The goat is SAcrificed by him in the 
deity. The villagers pray to the deity so that 
dIfficulties and misfortunes may not befall them. 

Vaisakha Porob: This festival is observed in the 
name of the Peddademudu. In Oriya, it is known al 
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Bod Devatha Porob. Pani Porob: This festival is 
observed on any Tuesday in the month of Jaistham 
(May-June) to worship the Kondademudu (Hill-God) 
to bless them with adequate rains. A goat is taken 
round the village to the accompaniment of musical 
instruments and is sacrificed in the name of the 
deity. 

.Sagunova: This is a purely household festival 
celebrated to initiate the use of red-pumpkins for 
the first time in a year. Women clean their houses 
neatly and then collect red-pumpkin leaves, flowers 
and fruits and prepare curry in a new pot. Rice is 
cooked in another new pot and all the members of 
the household sit together and enjoy it. 

Jonipuja: Bhoomatha (Mother Earth) is appeased 
to yield good harvests. The specimen plants of all 
crops are brought to the path leading to fields on 
the North-Eastern side of the village and then a 
.goat is sacrificed and is shared by all the households. 

Dasara: This festival is celebrated in the month 
of Asvijam (September-October) on Suddha Dasami 
(10th day of the bright fortnight). Women smear 
the floor with cow dung and decorate with lime 
drawings called muggu. Festoons of mango leaves 
are hung to the door frames. All the hunting 
weapons like bows and arrows and guns, if any, are 
heaped in the gudigor (village rest house). The 
Janni performs puja to the weapons by showering 
4kshintalu on them (sacred rice). A goat is sacrificed 
and the meat is shared by all the households in the 
village. 

Deepavali This festival is celebrated in the 
month of Awijam (September-October) on Amavasya 
(new moon day). In this village this is purely a 
festival of feasting. Sweet preparations I ike boarelu 
(finger millet flour mixed with jag~ery, moulded 
with hand into round cakes and cooked in sweet oil 
like groundnut oil or niger oil) and ariselu (cakes 0 f 
rice flour mixed with jaggery and cooked in niger 
or groundnut oil) are prepared and enjoyed. 

Kotha Kalvatam: This is a festival celebrated 
just on the eve of harvesting of the beans crop. It 
occurs in the month of Margasiram (November
December). Women in each household collect 
beans and prepare them into a curry for the first 
time during a year. They neither sell the beans 
:nor utilise them for domestic use unless the festival 
is celebrated. This festival is otherwise known as 
<lhaikkudu Kotha reaping beans for the first time. 

BaW Porob: (Balli Panduga): Thill festival is 
also celebrated in the month of MargariTam 
(November-December). This is a community 
festival in which people of all the communities in 
the village participate. A small hut is prepared 
with the assistance of community labour. A guru 
(priest) is invited either from Madagada village 
(20 miles) or Burja village (20 miles) or Pattam vil
lage (40 miles). Two women known as gurumai who 
knew the songs of the festival and the guru, go to 
the nearby hill stream with three new baskets. They 
take bath and offer worship to the Gooddess Ganga 

and fetch three baskets of mud from the bed of the 
hill stream while musical instruments played on. 
After returning to the hut, wheat or any other 
cereal grain is sown in these baskets, if wheat grain 
is not available. Every day in the morning, the 
guru and the gurumai take bath in the hill stream and 
bring water in new pots for the seedlings that are 
in the baskets for 12 days. In the evenings, men 
and women sing and dance before these baskets 
which are presumed to symbolise Lakshmidevi 
"(Goddess of wealth and prosperity). On the night 
of the 12th day a big dance festival is held in which 
people of all the communities of the village and of 

the neighbouring villages also participate. A com
munity feast is arranged for all the participants. In 
this community feast, water is supplied by people 
of Konda Dora, Katiya and Gadaba tribes only 
whereas Bagatas cook and serve the food among 
the people. This feast consists of rice, curry 
prepared of red-gram dal and pumpkin, meat and 
tamarind soup. On the morning of the 13th day 
the three baskets are taken in procession being borne 
by guru and gurumai to the accompaniment of melam 
(local musical instruments). Men and women dance 
as they proceed to the bank of the hill stream where
from the three baskets of mud were brought earlier. 
A goat duly decorated with turmeric powder and 
vermillion is sacrificed in the name of Lakshmidevi. 

Blood is sprinkled on these baskets and the seed 
sproun tings in the baskets are Ie ft in th e hill stream. 
This festival signifies the bringing of haiti (sand) 

from the bed of the stream and raising the crops in 
the name of Llkshmidevi, symbolised in the seedl
ings in the baskets to ensure a rich harvest and 
prosperity for the people. 

Pushya Porob: (Sankramanam) This festival is 

celebrated on January 14th by worshipp ing Ganga

devatha with the sacrifice of a goat whose meat is 

distributed am::>ng all the househ-:>Ids. 
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Tribal dances are arranged at the time of fes
tivals. A description of the tribal dances ill given 
below: 

Trihal danees : Dimsa is the only dance known to 
these people. Men, women and children gather to
gether and participate in the dance. The various 
types in this dimsa danc,e are described in the fol
lowing paras. 

Bodi dimsa: This is a danae of worship,done at the 
beginning of all dances to appease the spirits which 
help them. An egg is kept on a mound and is bro
ked by the shot of an arrow to the end of which 
mud-balls are fixed. The Naiko (Naidu-the leader) 
of the village takes the first chance to shoot the egg. 
In case he misses to shoot it correctly, other male 
participants of the dance get their chance until one 
of the partici pants shoots the egg. 

U.ku dims.: This is a dance performed with great 
joy, w hen people of the village are overjoyed with 
emotion at such instances as the begetting of a child 
by the Muttadar after long awaiting and the fulfil .. 
ment of a long felt desire of the people of the 
village. 

Kanda dimsa: This dance is performed to awaken 
the spirit of man to do work in the agricultural sea
sons. 

Godi beta: It is a rhythmic dilnce on steps depicting 
the story of an old man and his wife. As the story 
goes, lon~ long ago, the couple sat together and 
wanted to hav~ a pile of stones collected to construct 
a comfortable seat for them. The. old man ordered 
his wife to co)lect stones and the woman, though 
weak, went on collect~ng the stones. At this time, 
the husband began to appreciate the rhythmic 
movemenl of the body and feet of his woman while 
collecting stones. This dance is being preserved 
through generations. It is performed especially 
while a bride is being brought to her husband's 
house for the first time. 

Pathar thola : This is a dance performed to signify 
the collection of adda leaves which pia ys significant 
role in the tribal economy. 

Bhag dimsa: This is a type of dance which signi
fies the way to escape from the sight of a tiger. To 
escape from the cultches of the tigers that used to 
wander frequently in the nearby forests, one has to 
be quick, energetic and clever.' This dimsa dance 
is intended to train up people with these qua
lities. 

SambDr laghaa: During the Chaitra(Vitting)feltival 
held in March-April, all able-bodied men go out for 
hunting to the forest. When a big animal like sam
bur is shot dead, this dance is performed after the 
catch is brought into the village. Both men and 
women participate in this dance. The flesh of the 
animal is distributed among all the households 01 
the village. 

Baja dimsa : This is a dance in imitation of the 
action and answers of a fully drunken man who is 
in a semi-conscious state when he is questioned as. 
to how he lost his senses and other people follow 
suit. 

Leisure and recreatioD: At no part of the year do, 
people of this village remain unemployed for a 
month at a stretch. The leisure time they enjoy in 
a_day would be about I'j.n hour at the time of morn
ing meal and 'lbout an hour .oon after they return 
from their place of work. The bhajanas conducted 
at the time of festivals like Sankaramanam, DeepavaZi 
etc., by each community, the puranakalakshepams 
performed in the Domb street by one Sri Appala
swamy and Smt. Muthyalamma of the Domb caste, 
and dramas enacted in the village provide recrea
tion. 

During April, when they find leisure for about 
10 days they live merrily, males, including boys or 
above 10 years age go for hunting and return by 
about sunset. During this time, adult females and 
other childern play in tbe village afttr finishing 
household work. They 5wipg on cradles singing 
songs know.n as dolligeeth (cradle songs) in Oriya Ian. 
guage. The rhythm of the song goes thus: 

"Hori hori Moro Lo hiri Lohiri lori jhuloi 

~Ol'\'" a'D 

Jhanga Doli 

~t1 ~~ CprSo ~cro ~!Je §""oa ':30- b 
~ e;) 

Kutti thiti podam pador Chitta Kondi Nela Bee 

ID2:!o~ ~8$ '30 ~cr 
_" 

Beejantha Dukha Dela motthah" 

which means in a nutshell that it is the God that 
gives joy or sorrow. 

Gopileela: An Oriya drama is enacted in the Chailra 
• (March-Aprii) and PushyQ (December-January 
months. Besides Gopileela, other dramas enacted 
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Plate XX. Dimsa Tribal daNce, Kondiba village. 

( St. No.2, Srungat'arapukota To/uk, p p. 134-135.) 
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include (I) Draupadi Vastrapaharana (undressing 
. ofDraupadi), (2) Rama Vanavasa (Rama's exile in 
the forest) (3) Huischandra and (4) Valmiki (the 
'great author of Ramayana epic), etc., 

RollE SODgS: Koila guta is sung by thus: 

~~ S" e:ll) fI' eJ 
M M 

"Koyilekesaboje Mathurakugola Kaballi Golla Putro 

!l".1' ~ ~ Ql) ~co §'" Ql) 1)1 
Bavodi noyilalu Koyilee 

i'Ql)ll §""oa" US-- ol) ~Ql) 'W~ 

Koyilee-kondo kiro Debi Muyi Khaku 

S"Ql) ..,.i1 ;'()lu' fl"eJ ~l»~~et ~tr' §"'Ql)b 
M 

Kayi Baje Putro Golla Mathurapuro kulo K')yilee" 

which means-Yasoda the foster-mother of Krishna 
tells that her Ion is taken away to Mathur. by 
Kamsa and that she is awaiting her son's return. 
Valoda weep 1-

"To whom shall I give milk now? My son has 
been taken away to Mathura". 

..Qne Domb, Mosiya Hori Sings: 

«':lot) «'~II' 8"Ql)~oer'& R'eJ' -a4)u' 
"Govinda Gopalo taimundodi goro Dekhito 

a~..) x,0)!l"~ a~8'" ~cT e:la" 

Asso gurubabu amoro pulo bado" 

This is a song sung by females at the time of 
marriage. inviting Govinda (Lord Krishna), the 
-Guru of the Gopala's (leader of the herd-boys) to 
the house. Kolatam and dimsa dances arranged for 
.sankranthi and Vitting festival also provide recrea
tion. 

SoURCE: From ~Kondiba Village Survey Monograph of 
1961 Census, Andhra Pradesh. 

3. Bo_ngi-Situated at a distance of 7 miles from 
:Srungavarapukota and 15 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 3,233 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes : Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, Telaga, Velama, 
Golla, Jangam, Kamsali, Kummari, Sale. 
Mangali, Telukula; Scheduled Castes (269 persons)
Malas, Madigas and Schedule Tribes (18 persons) _ 
Yerukals and Dudektilas. The chief means of liveli
hood of the residents are agriculture, agricultural 
,rabour and other traditional occupations. 

The temple of Sri Rama and Siva are there in 
the village . 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 10 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Dasami (March-April). 
Kalyanam of the Lord is performed. Plantains are 
offered to the deity. Fasting is observed. This is 
being celebrated for the past 60 years. About 2,000 
Hindu devotees of local and from the neighbouring 
villages vi;:.. Ramabhadrapuram, Madanapuram 
and Madhupapa congregate without any distinction 
of caste or creed. Pujari is a Brahmin. 

Goats and fowls are sacrificed to the village 
deity, Ammavaru. A Kapu is the Pujari for Amma
varu with hereditary rights. Prasadam is diltributed 
to all and dinners are arranged. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
for 2 days near Siva temple. This is being held for 
the past 60 years. About 2,000 persons of local and 
from the neighbouring villages congregate. Eat
ables, utensils, lanterns, Ayurvedic medicines, 
pictures, mill clothes, agricultural implements. 
chairs, cots and toys are brought and sold. Dramas, 
lottery and gambling afford entertainment . 

SOURCE: Sri Nanduri Visweshwar Rao, Bonangi, 
Srungavarapukota. 

4. Dharmavaram-Situated at a distance of 4 
miles from Srungavarapukota. 

The total population of the village is 4,514 and 
it consists of several Hindu castes; Scheduled Castes 
(274 persons); and Scheduled Tribes (45 persons). 
The cheif means of livel ihood 0 f the residents are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditional 
occupations . 

Sri Sanyasa yya is worsh Ipped in this village. 

Sri Sanyasayya festival is celebrated for 3 da}'1 
from Magha Bahula Yriodasi (January-February). 
About 6,000 Hindu devotees of this village and of 
the neighbouring villages take part without any 
distinction of caste or creed. 

SOURCE: Statement of fairs and festivals furnished by the 
District Health Officer, VisaHapatnam. 

5. VasaDta-Situated at a distance of 6 miles from 
Alamanda Railway Station, 10 miles from Srunga
varapukota and 12 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,149 and 
it consists of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshtriya, Koppla
velama, Chakali, Mangali, Padmasale, Yata castes; 
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Mala, Madiga; Scheduled Castes (238 persons); Sche
duled Tribes (14 persons); and Dudekulas. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, agri
cuIturallabour and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple and Polamamba temple with 
Her image in the form of stone and Her wooden 
images are the places of worship here. 

The village deity Sri Polamamba Uthstlvam is 
celebrated once in 3 years for a month, commencing 
on the first day of the month Vaisakham (April-May). 
On the first day, the procession of sulams (obelisks) 
made of gold, silver and copper takes places, and on 
Purn;ma surumanu is taken in procession. The pujari 
rides on a horse made of lac with a mirror in one 
hand and a sword in another for 2 furlongs, from 
and to the temple and finally returns to the temple. 
He sacrifices animals to the deity, Vows are fulfil
led. This is being celebrated for the past 200 
years (Over 200 years ago, a cartsman of this village 
was returning to the village from another village 
with salt on his cart. Thieves killed one of his bul
locks at Paltheru and the man was very sad. Then 
the deity told him to harne5s the head of the bull oCk 
to the cart and dri ve to the village. When he reach_ 
ed the village the bullock's head dropped from the 
yoke and a temple was built to the deity and the 
festivalis being celebrated from that time). Velama. 
are the chief patrons and local people congregate. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri G. P. Narasimhamurthy, Teacher, 
Spl. P. E. School, Vasanta. 

2. Sri M. V. Rami Reddy, Headmaster, 
Spl. P. E. School, Vasanta. 

6. Jammivalasa - Situated on the left bank of 
Gosthani river at a distance of 4 miles from Alaman
da Railway Station. 12 miles to the South of Srun
gavarapukota, of which 10 miles c!,-n be covered by 
road and 2 miles by walk. 

It has a population of 800 constisting of Brah
mins, Vaisyas, Velamas, Chakalis, Mangalis; and 
Mala, Barika-Scheduled Castes (192). 

Sri Rama Mandir with a coronation picture of 
Rama, Nukalamma, Muthyalamma and Bangaranima 
temples are found iIi the viIlage. 

Daily pujas are performed in Rama Mandir. 
Smt. Nakka Varahalu, a Viswabrahmin woman is 
the pujari. About 3 acres of wet land is endowed 
for the temple. The pujari is given 20 cents of land 

towards her serivces. Oil is supplied for Deepara
dhana. 

(There is a small temple of Achamma Perantalu, 
a Kapu woman. Achamma Perantalu Theertham is 
celebrated on 15th January every year. This is a 
100 years old festival.) 

The village deities Nukalamma, Muthyalamma, 
Bangaramma JataraJ are celebrated once in 2 or 3, 
years from the income of the lands of Sri Rama 
temple. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic InvestIgator. 

Informant Sri D. V. Kameswara Rao, Village Karnam~ 
Jummivalasa. 

7. Sasauapalle-Situated at a distance of 3 mlies 
from Korukonda Railway Station and II miles from 
Srungavarapukota by Road. 

The total population of the village is 731 and it 
consists ofVaisya, Velama, Telaga, Chakali, Man
gali castes; and Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes 
(84 person). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tionaloccupations. 

The temples of the village are of Pydithalli, 
Polamma, Duragalamma and Sri Raroa. The image 
of Pydithalli is made of stone and that of Polamma 
is a wooden one in human form. 

Grama Devathala Panduga is celebrated for 15 days 
in Chaitram {March-April). Sarees, fruits and food are 
offered to the deity. This is of ancient origin and 
of local significance. The residents of the village 
congregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 
Pujari is a Telaga of Pydipala gotram. 

SOURCE: Sri Akzri Appa Rao, Teacher, Sasanapalle. 

8. Srungavarapukota-Is the taluk headquarters. 
It is situated at a distance of 15 miles from Kothava
lasa Railway Station, 20 miles to the West of Vizia
nagaram and 33 miles from Visakhapatnam. It is 
connected by bus to important places of the district. 
It is said that a beautiful fort was built here by 
Virata Maharaja and so this village is called Srun
gavarapukota (Srungaram means beauty and Kota is 
fort). This is a famous centre for lac industry. 

The total population of the town is 9,807 and i,t 
consists of the following Hindu castes Brahmin, 
Kshatriya, Vaisya, Dasari, Gavara, Kapu, Pad .. 
masale, Yata, Chakali, Mangali, Scheduled 



SRUNGAVARAPUKOTA TALUK 137 

Castc:s (536 persons) - Malas, Madigas and Chacha
dis; Scheduled Tribes (Ill persons) - Gadabas 
a",d Muslims. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other 
traditional occupations and lac industry. 

The temples of the village are: Sri Kotalinge
swaraswamy, Sri Mallikharjunaswamy, Sri Rama, 
Sri VenugopaLiswamy, Darappa, Potharaju, Banga
ramma, Muthyalamma, Yerukamma Perantalu and 
Pardavas. The image ofYerukamma Perantalu is in 
the form of a stone pillar of 20 feet height and one 
foot diameter with two serpents carved together over 
it. The images of the other deities are in human 

form. 

A story goes to say that about 200 years ago, 
Yerukamma "as born in Bavurubulli family of Da
sari caste. Being the only child the parents were 
very fc'nd of her and taught her good manners and 
gOQd behaviour. At her 15th year she was given in 
marriage to Potnuri Appanna, a kind and indu~trious 
youth of the Fame (aste. Yerulramma and Appanna 
were leading a happy life. One day after supper, 
they were conversing about their small field and 
Appanna said that the next morning he would go to 
the nearby forest to bring the hedge-bush from the 
PUF;yagiri (hill) for fencing his field. The next 

morning while leaving the house, he experienced the 
ill-omen of his head striking against the door· frame. 
Yenuamma had dreams and nightmares the previous 
Jlight. She tried to dissuade her husband from the 
~d trip but in va ill. Appanna went to the 
forest with some other ryots for the hedge-bush. 
Each went in a different direction and Appanna was 
suddenly attacked by a tiger which cut his throat 
and ate his body. At the time of sunset, the other 
ryotl called for Appanna and receiv ing no reply 
searched for him and found his head. They sen~ 
word to Yerukamma who bewailed her husband's 
death and went to the Raja of Vizianagaram to re
quest for a piece of land to Cremate her husband. 
The king rejected her request and fell a victim to 
her curse that he would go blind. The king with 
this experience acknowledged her power of Pathi
vrathyam (chastity) and granted her 3 acres of land 
beside the road to Vizianagaram. Yerukamma then 
granted his eye-sight and returned to her village. 
She prepared a pyre and when all the people were 
witnessing the event, she jumped into the fire with 
her husband's head in her hands and thus performed 
8athi.' A temple and a gundam were established there 
and Yerukamma is being worshipped. Another inci
dent of her Mahathyam is that of a Vaisya marriage. 

All the villagers except Vaisyas used to worship 
Yerukamma. Vaisyas instead, abused the deity who 
in anger cursed that if any Vaisya marriage is per
formed in the village, the bridegroom dies before 
the celebration is over. The Vaisyas of the village 
decided to celebrate one when the curse came true 
and the bridegroom died. Smce then Vaisyas never 
celebrated their marriages at Sringavarapukota and 
they go to a nearby village for the purpose. They 
too worship the deity from then. 

Yerukamma Perantalu Thtertham is celebrated for 
12 days from Magha Bahula Ekadasi (January-Febru
ary) to Phalguna Suddha Sapthami (February-March) 
duringwhich daily pujas are performed and fruits, co
coanuts, flowers, pasupu, kumkuma etc., are offered by 
every household of the village. They believe that 
the deity gives them fortitude to withstand any diffi
culty. They take oil-bath and observe jagaram. 
This is an ancient festival extending to the neigh
bouring villages. The chief patrons are Dasaris. 
Hindus from this and the ne~rby villages congregate 
irrespective of caste or creed. Pujaris are members 
of potnuri family: with hereditary rights. There is 
free feeding on Triodasi. Harikathas, Bhagavathams 
etc., entertain the visitors. 

A fair is held near the gundam for 10 days from 
ancient times. About 30,000 people of all communi
ties congregate from this and the nearby villages. 
subscriptions are collected to meet the festival expen
ses. Sweets and foodstuffs, utensils, mirrors, clmbs, 
Ayurvedic medicines, pictures, photos, bOl'ks, cloth, 
clothes, agricultural implements and fancy goods are 
sold in the fair. Dramas, Burrakathas, Harikathas, 
magic, circus, etc., afford entertainment. There are 
hotels and choultries and water facilities. Pandals 
are also erected. The pilgrims stay for 3 or 4 
dayS. . 

Sri Kotalingeswaraswamy Uthsavam, Sri Rama 
Navami, Ganapathi Navarthrulu, Devi }{tlvIJrathuru!u 
and the festivals of the village deities Daraganga
mrna, Muthyalamma and Bangaramma are also cele
brated annualy. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Mopada Gouru Nayudu, Villag, Mun
sijJ, Srungavarapukola. 

2. Sri Potnuri Surya1UJraYllna, Teacher, Z. P. 
High School, Makavarapalem. 

9. Tanavaram-Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
to the south-east of Srungavarapukota on Srungava
rapukota - Bhimasingi Road, Alamanda is the 
nearest Railway Station at a distance of 8 miles. 
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The village has a population of 1,385 made up 
ofBrahtnins, Vaisyas, Velamas, Devangas, Karnsa
lis, Yadavas, Chakalis} Mangalisj and Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Castes (185 persons). 

There are the temples of Rama, Eswara (2); 
. Marechalli Perantalu, Muthyalamma and Yeruka
lalllma. 

In the Rama temple daily pujas are performed. 
Ptl.jari is a Viswabrahmin. Sri R.amo Navami is 
celebrated for one day. The Lord is taken out in a 
procession. Ponr feeding is arranged. 

One temple of Siva is in ruins. In the other 
temple of Siva (Basaveswara) daily pujas are there. 
Ahhis/r.ekam of the Lord takes place on all Mondays 
in the month of Karthika. Poor feeding is done on 
the Tuesday foHowing the last Monday in the month 
liarthika. Pujari is a Jangam Devara. 42 cents of 
wet land is end owed for the temple. 

Marethalli Perantalu Uthsavam is celebrated for 
6ne day on January 15th i. e. the day of Pasllt'ula 
Panduga, the folloWing day of Sankranti. Maretha. 
l1i perantalu is the daughter of Pothipi Reddy family 
and daughter-in-law of Siripi family of Velama 
caste. She is being worshipped since about 100 
years. In the name of Marethalli Perantallt and 
other deities, every Amauasya is a holiday for the 
cattle. Pasupu-Kumkum and fruits are offered to the 
Perantcbl on all Amavasya days. 

DramaS, Harikathas and Some other cultural pro
grammeS are arranged. 

SOURCE: Information colltct&d hy Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rail, M • .d., Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Tadikonda Sita Ramayya, Village Ear
nom, Tanavaram. 

10. Jami-Situated at a distance of 3 miles from 
Alammda Railway Station, 10 miles tv the east of 
Srungavarapukots on Srungavarapukota-Bhiruasingi 
rOlld. 

The village bas a populatkn of 7,626 at the 1961 
Census count, multi-ethnic in composition con
sisting of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Velamas. Kapus, Te
lagas, Devangas, Medaras, Cbakaks, Mangalis, Ya
ta$, Kummaris and K.ammaris and Malas, Madigas. 
ReHis Scheduled Qastes (885 persons) and Yerukulas 
Scheduled Tribe (96 persons). 

Temples of Janardana Swamy, Eswara (2), 
Kanyakaparameswari, Basavanna, Anjaneya and 
Yellamma are there in the village. 

Y~llamma Pat/duga takes place for nine days 
from PhalguM Suddha Ash/ami. On the final day of 
the festival, over 10,000 people from far and near 
witness the festival. No offerings of sacrificial nature 
are there. Pa5upu-kumkuma and fruits are offered 
to the deity. PraMas are brought from many neigh_ 
bouring villages. Dramas, circus, whirling Wheels, 
etc., provide entertainment of the people. Income 
from the 7 acres of wet land endowed to the 
deity is utilised for the festival. 

Janardanaswamy festival takes place in the 
month of Kartikam. Daily pujas take place in the 
·temp1e. Bhajans are conducted occasionally. All 
the three temples are electrified. 

SOURCE: Informatiol'l collected hy Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Roo, M. A., Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri D. V. K'ameswara Roo, Village Kamam, 
Jammivalam. 

11. Chintada-Situated at a distance of 5 mlies to 
the East of Srungavarapukota on Srungavarapukota. 
Bhimasingi road. 

The village has a popUlation of 844, multi-eth
nic in composition conSisting of Brahmins, Vaisyas. 
Velamas, Kapus, Chakalis, Mangalis; and Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Castes (129 persons). 

Sri Mallikharjunaswamy temple, Vighneswara 
temple by the side of Maltikharjunaswamy temple 
and Pydithallamma symbolised in a stone are the 
places of worship in the village. 

Sivaratri festival is celebrated on Magha Bakula 
Cllaturdasi (February-March) for one day in the Malli
kharjunaswamy temple. Some people observe fasting 
and jagarana. Abhisheitams are performed by the 
devotees to the Lord. There is 12 acres of wet land 
to the Lord. Maharaja of Vizianagaram, Sri P.V.G. 
Raju, M. L. A. and ex-minister of Andhra Pradesh 
State is the trustee. Pujaris are Vaideeki Brahmins_ 

SOURCE: Information colleetected by Sri Ch. Pumacha1idra 
Rao, M. A., Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Vaddadi Veeraraju, Karnam, Jagaram. 

12. Jasararn-Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Srungavarapukota on Srungavarapukota Bhima. 
singi Road towards the East of Srungavarapukota. 

At the 1,961 Census count, it has a population 
of 1,650 comprised in Brahmins, Vaisyas, Velamas, 
Kshatriyas, Kapus, Yatas, Chakalis, Mangalis, 
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Castes; Adi Andhra and Madiga-Scheduled Castes 
(224 persons) and Scheduled Tribes (8 persons). 

There are the· temples of Mallikharjunaswamy, 
Sri Rama, Paidithallamma and Bangaramma, Para
qesamma, Pothuraju deities symbolised in stones. An
other Sri Rama Mandir is there in an improvised hut. 

Sivaratri festival is celebrated for I day on Magha 
Bakula Chalurdasi (February-March) in the Mallikhar
jl,lDaswamy temple. About 300 people congregate to 
witness the festival. There is Ac. 1.80 cents of wet 
land for the tfmple. Pujari is Sri Guggilapu Sat
yam, a Jangamdevara. Members of this family are 
the pujaris since 3 generations. 

In the Sri Rama temple no daily pujas are there. 
One acre of wet land is there for the temple. Sri 
Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days in this temple. 
Harikathas, Puranakalakshepams, etc., are arranged dur
i~g these days. Village eIders are the patrons. 

PaidithalIamm'l festival is celebrated once m 
2 or 3 years for 7 days. Goats and fowls are sacri
ficed at the deity. 

SOUltcE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, M. A., Economic Investigator. 

13. Pavada-Situated at a distance of st miles to ~ 
the east of Srungavarapukota on Bheemunipatnam
Srungavarapukota road. 

It has a poulation of 629 persons of whom 46 
belong to Scheduled Castes and 4 to Scheduled 
Tribes. 

Sri Rama temple was constructed 15 years back 
in 1954 through the contributions made by the 
people. Sri Jag-aram Simhachalam is the chief 
patron and promotee of the cause of construction of 
the temple. An amount of Rs. 15,000 was spent 
towards the construction of the temple. 2 acres of 
wet land is endowed to the temple. A group of 6 
Brahmin families perform pujas in the temple by 
rotation and enjoy the temple land equitably. 

Sri Rama Navami festival is celebrated for 9 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April). Purana
kalakshepams and Harikathas are conducted during 
these days. Poor feeding is conducted on the last 
day. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, M. A., Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Vaddadi Veeraraju, Karnam, Jagaram. 

14. MukUlldapuram-Situated at a distance of 5 
miles south-east of Srungavarapukota. Kothavalasa 
is the nearest Railway Station at a distance of 12 
miles. 

The village has a population of 670 made up of 
the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, Vaisya, 
Kapu, Kamsali, Telukali, Chakali, Mangali etc;. 
and Scheduled Castes (11 persons). 

Very ancient temple of Sri Jagannadhaswamy 
with the stone idol is there in the village. Njtya 
naivedyam and deeparadhana are offered to the Lord. 
Puja" is a Sri Vaishnava Brahmin with hereditary 
rights enjoying the 10 acres of wet land of the 
temple. 

Car festival of Jagannadhaswamy is celebrated 
on Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April). Nearly 500 
people follow the procession. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Gokada Sanyosulu, Village Munsif[, 
Mukundapuram. 

15. Boddam-Situated at a distance of 4 miles to 
the south of Srungavarapukota on Srungavarapukota
Visakhapatnam Road. About 250 years ago, the 
village was established by the Boddapati family. So 
it gradually came to be known as Boddam. 

The village has a population of 1,793 multiethnic 
in composition consisting of Brahmins, Vaisyas, 
Kapus, Kamsalis, Chakalis and Mangalis and Mala, 
Madiga etc; Scheduled Castes (89 persons). 

There are the temples of Rama, Paidithallamma, 
Bangaramma and Nookalamma in the village. 

Ramalayam was constructed about 60 years back 
in 1909. Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 1 day 
and Kalyanam is celebrated on that day. The Lord 
is taken in procession around the village. 

Nookalamma temple was constructed in about 
1950 at a cost of Rs. 600 by Sri ValIemsetti Rama 
Naidu, Village Munsiff. The deity is in human 
form, painted in colours. Nookalamma Uthsavam is 
celebrated every year for 2 days on Phalguna Bakula 
Amavasya and Chaitra Suddha Padyami (February
March). He-goats, rams and fowls are saC'cificed 
to the deity. Other deities are worshipped once in 
2 or 3 years. Income from the Sunday shandy is 
utilised in celebrating the Uthsavam. About 600 peo
ple attend the shandy. The Uthsavam takes place in 
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5 acres shandy site and 2,000 Hindu devotees attend 
the Uthsavam. 

Dramas are enacted to provide entertainment to 
the people. 

SQURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Boddapati Eswaraiah, Karnam, Boddam. 

16 .. Paturu-Situated at a distance of 4j miles to 
the South of Srungavarapukota on Srungavarapukota
Vizianagaram Road. 

The village has a population of 1,409, compri
sing Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kapus, Chakalis, Mangalis; 
etc. and Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (65 per
sons). 

There are the temples of Vishnu and Lokanadha
swamy in this village. Daily pujas are there in 
both the temples. In the Vishnu temple, festival is 
celebrated fot the entire month of Dhanurmasam and 
Sivaratri festival is celebrated for one day. Pujari 
is a Vaishnava Brahmin. There is 12 acres of wet 
land for the temple but the land was taken over by 
the Endowment Department. Monthly salary of 
Rs. 25/- is paid to the pujari. 

In the Lokanadhaswamy temple, a Vaidiki Brah
min is the Pujari. He is paid Rs. 12/- per month. 
Special pujas are offered in the month of Karthikam. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Cll. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: ,sri Boddapati Eswaraiah, Village Karnam, 
Boddam. 

17, Rangapuram-Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
frum Malliveedu Railway Station and 8 miles to the 
south of Srungavarapukota. 

This village has a population of 663 conslstmg 
of Vaisyas, Padmanayakas, Velamas, Kapus, Sena
pathis, Kamsalis, Yatas, Chakalis, Mangalis and 
Mala Scheduled Caste (113 persons). 

There is a small temple of Bhoolokamma detty 
with her stone image. The deity is v.orshipped once 
in a year for one day praying for rich harvest. ·Ani
mal sacrifice is there. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnqchandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Ch. Raminaidu, Village Karnam, 
Rangapuram. 

18. Malliveedu-Situated at distance of 10 miles 
to the south ofSrungavarapukota on Srungavarapu
kota-Visakhapatnam Road. It is a Railway Station 
also. 

The total population of this village is 1,779 
made up of Vaisya, Velama, Kapu, Patro, Sena
pathi, Chakali, Mangali, Kamsali, castes; and 
Mala, Madiga, Scheduled Castes (127 persons). 
J ammadevapeta and Kothapalem are the hamlets of 
village. 

There are temples of Sri Rama in each of these 
habitats. Daily pujas arc performed. Sri Rama 
Navami is celebra.ted for one day on Chaitra Suddha 
}favami (March-April) in all the temples. Panakam, 
vadapappu are distributed to the devotees. 

There is a small temple of Nukalamma in the 
main village. Nukalamma Uthsavam is celebrated on 
Ugadi day. Fowls, goats and rams are sacrificed to 
the deity. Bandla Veshamulu are arranged. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Gedela Gurumurthy, Village Karnam, 
Malliveedu. 

19. Relligavirammapeta-Situated at a distance 
of one mile from Malliveedu Railway Station, and 
11 miles to the south of Srungavarapukota. 

At the 1961 Census the village has a population 
of 850 made up of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Sristi Kara
nams, Kapus, Yatas, Chakalis and Mangalis, and 
Malas, Madigas Schedu.led Cas1es (61 persons) and 
Scheduled Tribes (17 persons). 

Rama temple, Paidithallamma temple and small 
temples of Nukalamma, Bangaramma, Pasuvu
lamma and Mutyalamma are there in the village. 

The Rama temple was constructed in about 
1930. Daily pujas are there. Sri Vaishnava, Brah
min is the pujari. 3 acres of wet lal\d is there for 
the temple. Sri Rama Navami festival is celebrated 
for 9 days from Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Naoami 
(J\larch-April). Purana, Harikatha Kalakshepams and 
dramas are arranged during these 9 days. 

Pydithalli Uthsavam is celebrated once in 2 or 3 
v~ars for 9 days ending with Kolha Amavasya i. e, from 
·Phalguna Bahula Sapthami to Amavasya (February
l\larch). Villagers collect contributions of about 
Rs. 5,000. Pujari is a Kapu. There are no regular 
puj as. 
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Nukalamma Uthsavam for 9 days, Pasuvulamma, 
Bangaramma and Mutyalamma Uthsavams each for 
one day are celebrated during summer at the con
-venience of the villagers. 

:SoURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri GuIda Gurumurthy, Village Karnam, 
Malliveedu. 

20. Gangubudi-Situated at a distance of II miles 
to the SoUtR of Srungavarapukota on Srungavarapu
kota-Visakhapatnam Road. 

This village has a population of 1,074 compri
sing Vaisya, Golla, Sale, Yata, Chakali, Mangali, 
castes; and Mala, Madiga,~ Scheduled Castes (85 
_persons). 

Rama temple on the hill at a distance of half a 
mile from the village and small temple of Marida
mma, Bangaramma and Pasuvulamma are there. 

In the Rama temple, Bhisma Ekadasi is cele
brated for 2 days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi (Jan
uary-February). Dramas, Harikathas, Burrakathas etc., 
are arranged. About 3,000 people from the neigh
-bouring 10 or 12 villages congregate. Two acres of 
wet land is endowed to the temple. Pujari is a 
-Sri Vaishnava. 

Uthsavam for village deities Maridllmma, Banga
ramma and Pasuvulamma takes place for one day 
once in a year. Animal ~acrifices is there. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Gedela Gurmurthy, Village Karnam, 
Malliveedu. 

21. Vallampudi-Situated at a distance of 16 
miles from Kothavalasa Rlilway Station. 

The total population of the village is 2,076 and 
consists of several Hindu castes; and Scheduled 
Castes (71 persons). The chief means of livelihood 
of the residents are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupa ti ons. 

Sri Malleswara Swamy is worshipped in this 
village. 

Sri Malleswara Swamy festival is celebrated for 
one day on Magha Suddha Sapthami (January-Febru
.ary). Over 3,000 Hindu devotees of the village cong
regate wihtout any distinction of caste or creed. 

SOURCE: Statement of fairs and festivals fornislud by 
District Health Officer, Visakhapatnam. 

22. Ballanki-Situated at a distance of 12 miles 
from Kothavalasa Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,475 
and it consists of several Hindu castes; and Schedul
ed castes (411 persons). The chief means of liveli
hood of the peopl.~ are agriculture, agricultural 
labour and other traditional occupations. 

The village deity Maridamma is worshipped in 
this village. 

Maridamma Panduga is celebrated for 2 days 
from Magha Bakula Trwdasi (January-February). 
Over, 5,000 Hindu devotees of this and the neigh~ 
bouring villages congregate without any distinction 
of caste or creed. 

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
District Health Officer, Visakhapatnam. 

23. Rega-Situated at a distance of 2 miles from 
the 5th milestone of Devarapalle to Kothavalasa 
road, 8 miles from Kothavalasa Railway Station and 
24 miles from Srungavarapukota. This village was 
constructed by one Regu Naidu, a Konda Dora and 
so it got the name Regu after him. It is now called 
Regu. 

The total population 0 f the village is 1,443 and 
it consists of the following Hindu Castes: Brahmin, 
Velama, Vaisya, Yota, Theli, Mangali, Kummali, 
Telaga; Chakali, Scheduled C3.ste (72 persons)-Mala 
and Barika. The chief means of livelihood of 
the residents are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of the village are of Sri Guhaling
eswaras\\-amy, Sri Sita Rama Swamy, Mahishasura
mardhini, Chint,llamma, Maridamma and Muthyal
amma. Sri Guhalingeswaraswamy is a stone Siva
lingam in a cave. It is said that this cave was dug 
out by Bhima, the second of the Pandavas. He ins
talled this Sivalingam in the cave on the hill. There 
are the images of Sita, Rama and Lakshmana in the 
Rama temple. There are the images of Sri Santhana 
Gopalaswamy with Rukmini and Satyabhama, Vigh
neswara, Nandi and Anjaneyaswamy. Dwajastham
bham was also installed in this place. There is a 
Pushkarini (pond) for the devotees to take bath. 

Sri Guhalingeswaraswamy Theertham is celebrated 
for one day on Mukkaltuma day t. e. on 16th January. 
Fruits, rice, betel leaves and money are offered to 
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the Lord. This theertham is an ancient one. About 
50,000 Hindu devotees from far and near places in the 
district congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creeq. Pujari is a Nambi Brahmin. Patron is a 
Brahmin. This temple has some inam land fetch
ing five to six hundred Rupees annually. Prasadam 
is distributed to all. -

A fair is held in connection with the festival for 
one ~ay near the temple. Eatables, utensils, lan
terns, pictures, and toys are brought and sold. 
Whriling wheels, circus, magic, gambling, lottery 
and 6hajans afford entertainment. 

The issueles3 devotees discharge their vows to 
Santhana Gopalaswamy on begetting children and 
name them after the Lord as Gopalayaswamy. 

SOURCE: Sri M. Sita Rama Murthy, Teacher, RIga. 

24. Kothavalasa-Situated at the junction of the 
t4ree roads of Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram and 
Srungavarapukota at a distace of 15 miles to the East 
of Srungavarapukota, 18 miles to the North of Visa· 
khapatnam and 20 miles to the north-west of Vizia
nagaram. It has a railway station also. 

The total population of the village is 9,113 and 
it consists of the following Hindu casteS: Brahmin 
Vaisya, Kshatriya, Kapu, Velama, Kummari: 
Scheduled Castes (694 persons) - Mala, Madiga and 
Scheduled Tribes (129 persons). Agriculture, agri
cultural labour, employment and other traditional 
occupations are the chief means of livelihood for the 
people of this village. 

The temples of Sri Ramalingeswaraswamy, Sri 
Rama and Maridamma are there in the village. The 
image of Maridamma Shakthi is in female form. 
Lord Ramalingeswaraswamy is a stone Sivalingam. 

Ammathalli Panduga ts celebrated for 7 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Padyami (February-March). 
Vadapappu, plantains and naivedyam are offered. 
From PhalguM Suddha Padyami, ghatams i. e. earthen 
pots are taken in a procession and bhajanas are per
formed in the night. The devotees ob.;erve fasting 
and wear new clothes. This is of ancient origin and 
of local significance. Kapus are the patrons. Local 
Hindu devotees participate. Pujaris are Kapus with 
hereditary nghts. 

Ammathalli Panduga is celebrated when there 
are no rains in the villa;ze and when epedemics like 
small-pox prevail in the village. Goats and sheep 
are then sacrificed to the deity. 

Sri Ramalingeswaraswmy Kalyanam is cclebra-· 
ted for one day on Magha Suddha Purnima (January
February). This is being celebrated for the past 12' 
years and is of local significance. The residents of 
the village take part in the festival without any dis
tinction of castes or creed. Prasadam is distributed to 
all. Abhishekam and daily pujas are performed to 
the Lord. 

Yet another festival of the village is Panduga' 
Theertham celebrated for 7 days in Pwhyam (Decem~ 
ber-January) generally from January 14th to 20th. 
This is of ancient origin. Over 20,000 devotees local 
and from the neighbouring villages congregate. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival for 
one day. Eatables, utensils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, 
Ayurvedic medicines, pictures of deities and cine. 
stars, mill-clothes, agricultural implements and toys 
are brought and sold. Pandals are erected. Whirling 
wheels, gambling, lottery, circus and magic afford 
en tertainmen t. 

In Datti habitat which is included in this
(Kothavalasa) village, there are the temples of Sri 
Rama, Maridamma and Pydithallamma. The images
of Sita, Rama, Lakshmana, Bharatha, Sathrughna, 
Anjaneya and Vasista are there in the Sri Rama 
temple. There is a tree under which bhajans are 
performed. The images of Maridamma and Pydi
thallamma are in human form. 

Maridamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 day,. 
from Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February). 
Animals are sacrificed on campu'day. The devotees 
observe fasting and jagarana and walk in agni
gundam. This is being celebrated since the inception 
of the village. The patron is Sri Pediredla Narayana 
Pathrudu. The Hindu devotees of the village con
gregate. Pujari is Venka Papaiah belonging to 
Ayyarka Pathrudu community of Kauha gotram 
with heriditary rights. The pujari for Pydlthalla
mma deity is also Venka Papaiah and the patron is 
also the same. 

Pydithallamma Panduga is the other festival of 
the village celebrated for 3 days from Ashadha Suddha 
Purnima (June. July). 

Yet another festival celebrated is Sri Sitarama 
Kalyanam for one day on Chaitra Suddha Navam 
(March.April). Vad.pappu, fruits and chalimidi are 
offued to the Lord. Dinners are arranged. This 
is being celebrated since the inception of the village. 
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The Hindu devotees of the village congregate. Pujari 
is Smt. Pediredla Simhachalam of Ayyarka Patrudu 
caste of Nagendra gotram with hereditary rights 
and the patron is Pediredla Narayana; Prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

:SoURCE: 1. Sri P. S. Venkateswarlu, Teacher, Kotha
valasa. 

2. Sri P. Appala Naidu, Teacher, Datti, 
Kathavalasa (P.O.) 

25. Chintalapalem-Situated at a distance of 4 
miles from Pendurthi Railway Station and 21 miles 
·to the South of Srungavarapukota. 

The village has a population of 2,377 compris
ing Brahmins, Vaisyas, Nagaras, Kapus, Gollas, 
Senapathis, Yatas, Chakalis, Mangalis and Mala. 
Madiga, Scheduled Castes (423 persons). 

Small temples of Baviradamma (Bhairavamma), 
Bangaramma, Muthyalamma are there in the village. 

Bangaramma festival is celebrated Once in 3 or 4 
years for 9 days from Kotha Amavasya (March-April). 

Baviradamma festival is celebrated once in 9 or 
10 years for 9 days by the people of 7 villages. 

Muthyalamma festival is celebrated every year 
for one day at the convenience of the villagers by 
-collecting contributions. Fruits, coconuts pasupu
..kumkuma are offered to the deity. 

.sOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Roo, Economic Investigator. 

-Informant; Sri Pille Acharyulu Patrudu, Village Munsiff, 
Chi ntalapalem. 

:26. Mangalipalem-Situated at a distance of 13 
miles to the South of Srungavarapukota by the side of 
visakhapatnam -Srungavarapukota road. 

The villae has a population of 866 consisting of 
Brahmin, Vaisya, Yata castes; and Mala, and Madiga 
Scheduled Castes (15 persons). Ramachndrapuram, 
{Javarapalem, Sitapet and Mindivalasa are the ham
lets of this village. 

In Mindivalasa habitat, Sri Rama temple; in 
Mangalipalem habitat, Rama temple and Maridamma 
temple besides a church; Maridamma and Bangara
mma in Ramachandrapuram are the places of wor
ship. 

Sri Rama Navami festival is celebrated on 
Chaitra Suddha Navami (March-April) for one day 
in both the Rama temples. Bhajans are conducted 
now and then. There are no pujaris and no daily 
pujas in these temples. 

Village deitie's festival in Mangalipalem and 
Mindivalasa takes place at a time, while in Rama
chandrapuram, Bangaramma Uthsavam takes place on 
a different occasion. These festivals take place fOr 3 
days in each of these habitats. Animals sacrifices 
are in vogue in all these places. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnackandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri R. K. Subba Rao, Village Karnam, Man. 
galipalem. 

2.7. Santapalem-Situated at a distance of3 miles 
from Kothavalasa Railway Station and IS miles 
South-East of Srungavarapukota. 

This village has a population of I, 145 consisting 
of Vaisyas, Velamas, Kamsalis, Senapathis, Chaka
lis, Mangalis, and Mala, Madiga, Chachadi (Relli) 
Scheduled Castes (221 persons). 

Temples of Rama with painted earthen idols of 
Rama, Sita, Lakshmana and Hanuman; Bangaramma 
and Maridamma with stone idols are there in the 
village. 

Sri Rama festival takes places on Karthi/ca 
Suddha Purnima (November-December). The pro
cession dei ties are taken out through the streets of 
the village. About 500 local people participate in 
the procession. A Senapathi (Devanga) is the pujari. 

Once in 2 year the village deities jatara take 
place for one day on Sankranti. 

SOURCE: Information collected by Sri Ch. Purnachandra 
Rao, Economic Investigator. 

Informant: Sri D. P. Sundara Rao, Santapalem. 
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VIZIANAGARAM TALUK 

(tr)udem-Situated at a distance I)f 12 miles to 
t he north of Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 64 and it 
is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Viswabrah
min, Chakali, Mangali, etc. caste! and Scheduled 
Tribes (64 persons). The chief means of their live
lihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and 
other traditional occupations. 

The temples of the village are of Pydithalli, 
Muthyalamma, Bangaramma and Lord Rama (2). 
Wooden images are prepared every year during the 
village deiti~s, uthsavams. 

Gramadevathala Pandugalu are celebrated every 
year in Sravanam (July-August). Kumkum and saffron 
are offered and animals are sacrinced to the deity 
near the temple. These are ancient festivals. Local 
people of all communities participate. Pujari is a 
Kapu with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri K. V. Rama Rao, Karnam, Gudem. 

1. Gumadam-Is situated at a distanceofone mile 
from motor road and 14 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 1,063 of the village is 
made up of the following communities: Vaisya, 
Kapu, Chakali, Mangali, Jalari and Scheduled 
Caltes (90 persons). The chief means of their liveli. 
hood are agriculture, agricul tural labour, trade, 
fiBhing and othel' traditional occupations. 

The wooden image of Pydithalli in human form 
is worshipped at a distance of one furlong from the 
village. 

Pydithalli Panduga is celebrated every year, jf 
possible or once in 2 or 3 years in Vaisakham (April
Ma y) according to convenience. Processiontakes 
place three day. in advance to the festival. 
Vadapappu and plantains are offered to the deity. 
Sri Kottada Appala Naidu, a Kapu of Ayyaraka 
gotram is the patron with hereditary rights. Local 
Hindu devotees participate. Prasadam is distributed 
to all and there are free feeding and feasts. 

In Kovvadapeta, hamlet of Gumadam, Banga
ramma represented by a stone image in human form 

is worshipped in a ~arden. Maridamma and Pydi
thalli are also worshipped. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated for 3 days in 
Vaisakham (April-May) according to their conveni
ence every year or once in two or three year •• 
Arrangements are made 3 days in advance. Vada
pappu and fruits are offered. Fowls and sheep are 
sacrificed. Fasting, feast and jagaram are the com
mon domestic observances. Hindus only congre
gate to celebrate this ancient local festival. Chidi
majji Papi Naidu, a Kapu of Nagali gDtram is the 
pujari with hereditary rights. Prasadam is distribu
ted. Free feeding and feasts are arranged. 

Uthsavam is celebrated at 'Una', a mile away 
from the village where water-oozes out from a hillock, 
on ~ivaratri, i. e., Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January
February). Jatara is celebrated during day time. 
People take bath here on this day. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Adurthy Narayana Murthy, Village 
Karnam, Gumadam. 

2. Sn P. Chinna Satyam, Teacher, Kovvada
peta. 

3. Kottapalem-Is situated at a distance of 14 
miles from Vizianagaram railway station and 
town. 

The total population of the village is 872 and it 
is made up of Brahmin, Kapu, Vaisya, Velama, 
Telaga, Kamsali, Sale, Kummari, Vadrangi, 
Mangali, Chakali, castes; Mala, Madiga Scheduled 
Castes (41 persons) and SCheduled Tribes (48 pel
sons). The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture and agricultura 1 labour besides tradi
tional occupations. 

Rama Mandiram in the village and the temples 
of the village deities Samalamma and Bangaramma 
with wooden images outside the village are the 
places of worship here. 

Uthsavam is celebrated to Samalamma and Ban
garamma in Phalgunam (February·March) or in Chai
tram (March-April) once in two years. Fowls, goats, 
sheep and pigs are offered. Anima1 sacrifice is 
compulsory on the day of send off of the deity. 
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Relatives are inviteri. ndi; is an ancient f<estival 
confined to the village. There is free feeding. All 
castes of the vsllage participate. Pujari is a Velama 
with hereditary rights. . 

Fasting on MahasivtJratri, on Mondays in Karthi
kam,Ekadasi and Sankronti; Jagaram on Sivaratri, Vanasan
Iharpana, Annasantharpana in Vai!iakham are the common 
domestic observances of the village. Bhajans are 
conducted every day in Rama Mandirarn. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Satyanarayana, Village Karnam, KOlha
palem. 

4. Gurlathammirajapeta-Is situated to the 
South of Champa vat hi river at a distance of 7 miles 
from Gajapathinagaram railway station and 21 

miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,267 and 
it comprises various iHindu communities of Brah
mi,n, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Vadrangi, Kamsali, 
Sale, Telaga, Mangali, Ghakali, etc.; Madiga Sche
duled Caste (168 persons) and Scheduled Tribes 
(72 persons). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and 
casual labour. 

The places of worship in the village are the 
temples of Rama, Pydithalli, Polamma, Bangara
mma, Durgamma and Maridamma with their woo
den images. 

Pydithallamma Panduga is celebrated from the 
end of Chaitram (March-April) to the end of Vaisa
kham (April-May) for 30 days once in 3 years. 
Ghataradhana (worship of pots) is performed at 
Ammavari gadde (a raised platform), specifieq tem
porarily for the deity. Fowls and sheep are sacri
ficed. Relatives are invited for the festival. This 
is an ancient local festival. About 500 local people 
of all communities congregate. The pujari is a Ve
lama of Nagalla gotram. Entertainments like Bha
gavathams take place during these 30 days. 

Polamma, Bangar21mma, Durgamma and Mari
damma festivals are also celebrated occasionally. 
The wooden images of the deities decorated with 
saffron, kumkum and sandal paste are placed in the 

. places specified for the dei ties. Puja is per formed 
during uthsavams and ch4limidi, vadapappu and fruits 
are offered to the deities. 

Nitya deeparadhana is performed in Rama temple 
but there is no specific pujari. 

SOURCE: Sri Gandratu Srstya Roo, Headmaster, Special 
Elerrunfary School, Gurlathammirajup,ta. 

5. Meatada-Is situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Gajapathinagaram and 19 miles from Viziana
garam by bus. 

The total population of the village is 3,302 and 
it is multi-ethnic in composition consisting of 
various Hindu castes, viz., Brahmin, Kshatriya, 
Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Telaga, Kamsali, Karnam, 
Jangam, Sale, Kummari, Mangali, Chakali, Yatha, 
Medari; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (379 per
sons); Scheduled Tribes (77 persons); Muslims and 
Christians. The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture and traditional artisan and service 
occupations. 

Rama temple is the only place of worship in 
the village. Lord Parameswara and Gowri Devi 
and Gramadevathas are worshipped. 

Gowri Uthsavam is celebrated in the bright fort. 
night of ASrJijam (September-October) for good yield 
of paddy. The image of the Lord with the deity is 
prepared. GoWrl is seated on the left thigh of t~e 
Lord on Nandi, with Ganapathi in Her lap. Thls 
ancient festiva 1 is confined to the village onl y. The 
deity is brought to the specified place and is wor
shipped daily with lights. Bhagavathams afford 
entertainment. The vHlagers have the belief that 
the deity protects them from epidemics. The 
village leaders are the patrons. Local people of all 

communities participate. Pujari is a Sudra with 
hereditary rights. 

The common domestic observances are fasting 
on Sivaratri, Ekadasi and Karthikam and jagaram on 
Sivaratri, i. e., on Magha Bahula Cha turdasi, 

SOURCE: Sri A. Venkata Rao, Assistant Teacher, Zilla-
Parishad High School, Mentada, 

6. Kothabaggam-Situated at a distance of 16 
miles from Vizianagaram, it is a roadside village. 
Gajapathinagaram is the nearest railway station for 
this village. 

The total population of the village is 1,131 and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Kapu, 
Padmasale, Chakali, Mangali, etc" castes and 
Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (173 persons) . 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture 
and weaving. 

The places of worship in the village are the 
temples of Rama, Pydithalli and Bangaramma with 
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their wooden images. Uthsavams for village deities 
Bangaramma and Pydi thalli are celebrated for 
3 days commencing on a Monday according to the 
convenience of the villagers once in 3 years and 
7 years, respectively. Fruits are offered and fowls 
are sacrificed to the deities. It is an ancient festival. 
Velamas and Kapus are the pujaris. The uthsavams 
are celebrated with subscriptions from the villagers. 
Local people of ali communities participate in the 
uthsa7Jams and invite their relatives a few days in 
advance of the uthsavams. Two or three shops sell 
cocoanuts and plantains. Bhagavathams afford enter
tainment. 

Fasting and jagaram are observed on Magha 
Bahula Chaturdasi (January-February), i. e., on Siva
ratri. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Simhachalam, Teacher, Kothabaggam. 

7. Pathabaggam - Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from Gajapathinagaram Railway Station ar;d 
16 miles from Vizianagarm. 

The total population of the village i'> 1,358 con
sisting of Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Kapu, Kam
sali, Kummari, Kammari, Vadrangi, Mangali, 
Chakali, etc., castes; Mala, Madiga Scheduled 
Castes (153 persona); and Scheduled Tribes (60 per
sons). The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture and other traditional occupations. 

The places of worship in the village are Rama 
temple and Pydithallamma temple with Her stone 
image in human form and Yellamma and Bangara
mma deities symbolised in stones under trees with 
no temples. 

Pydithallamma Uthsavam is celebrated on a con
venient day in KartTzikam (October-November) with 
local congregation of all communities. Fruits and 
naivedyams are offered. 

Yellamma Panduga is celebrated for one day in 
Phalgunam (February-March) according to the con
venience of the villagers. 

Fastings are observed for Sankranti, Nagulachaviti, 
Karthika Purnima (October-November) and Mahasiva
ratri festivals. Pernocation is also observed on 
Mahasivaratri. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Satyanarayana, Village Karnam, Patha
baggam. 

8. Bhudevipeta-Situated at a distance of 4 miles 
from Gajapathinagaram Railway Station and 17 
miles Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 474 of the village is 
made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama. Kapu, Golla, 
Mangali, Chakali, etc., castes; Mala, Madiga Sche
duled Castes (43 persons); Muslims and Christians. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture 
and traditional occupations. 

The only temple in the village is that of 
Rama. Gowri, Pydithalli, Bangaramma, Bandi 
Mahankali, Ammavaru, Durgamma and Jat .. 
lamma are worshipped under trees in a garden. 
Parvathi Devi is seated on Siva's leftt high with 
Ganapathi in her lap on Nandivahanam. Lord Siva 
keeps Ganga Devi on His head. The remaining 
village deities are symbolised in wooden images. 

Gowri Uthsavam is celebrated in Asvijam (Sep
tember-October). It has local significance only. 
She is worshipped for good yield of crops. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated once in two 
or three years with the belief that the deity protects 
them from epidemics. Fowls, goats 'lnd sheep are 
sacrificed on that day. Local peopl~ congregate 
irrespective of caste or creed. Pujari be longs to 
Naga fami!), with hereditary rights. Free feeding 
and feasts are arranged. Bhagavatham entertains the 
villagers on the last day of sending the deity. Prasa
dam is distributed to all. 

Uthsavams for the remaining Gramadevathas are 
celebrated twice or thrice in three years with no 
fixed date. 

Fasting on Ekadasi in Magham (January-Feb
ruary), lIarthikam (Oclober-November), Asvijam (Sep_ 
tember-October) and Vaisakham (April-May) and 
jagaram on Sivaratri, i. e., on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi 
(j anuarv-February) f>re the domestic observances. 
Some devotees take sea-bath and some take river
bath. 

SOURCE: Sri lvlanapuram Venkataswamy, Headman, 
Bhudevipeta. 

9. Marupalle-Situated at a distance of about 3 
miles from Gajapathinagaram and 16 miles from 
Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,817. 
It is multi-ethnic in composition consisting of Brah
min, Vaisya, Velama, Kapu, Mangali, Cbakali, 
Kummari, Kammari, Vadrangi, etc., castes; Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Castes (117 persons); and Sche
duled Tribes (104 persons). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture and traditioTlal occu
pations. 



148 SECTION IX 

The places of wortbip in the village are Yelia
mma temple with Her image in human form, Rama 
temple and Siva temple. 

l'ellamma Sir/u Ratholhsavam is celebrated for 8 
days from Phalguna Suddha Vidiya to Navami (Febru
ary-March). Coconuts and plantains are offered. 
Fowls, Goats and sheep are sacrificed before beginn
ing the ratlwthravam. This festival is over 400 years 
old. Pujari is Shri Rudrakshula Yellayya. About 
25,000 to 30,000 devotees of this and the neighbour
ing taluks such as Vizianagararn, Salur, Bobbili, 
Parvathipuram, Cheepurupalle and Visakhapatnam 
congregate. All castes participate. Pujari is Sri 
~arnakota Parasayya. 

There are two hotels to cater to the pilgrims. 

A fair is held for one day both during night and 
day for the past over 400 years, i.e., along with the 
festival. People come from disti\nt places. About 
300 to 400 shops are set up selling foodstuffs, eat
ables, utensils, mirrors and combs, books and 
clothes, bangles, fancy goods, etc. Dramas, burra
kathas, bhajans and merry go-round entertain 2 to 3 
thousands pilgrims. 

SOURCE: Sri M. Madhavrao, Teacher, Murupalle. 

10. Mulakalagumadam Agraharam-Situated at 
a distance of 3 miles from Gajapathinagaram rail
way station and 17 miles to the Nor(h of Vizia
Ilaga ram. 

The total population of the village is 1,214 and 
it comprises Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama. 
Jangam, Kamsali, Sale, Mangali, Chakali, Kumm
ari. Vadrangi, etc., castes; and Mala, Madiga 
Scheduled Castes (156 persons). The chief means 
of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, trade and other traditional occupations. 

The places of worship in the village are Para
desamma temple and Bangaramma temple with the 
wooden images of the respective deities. 

Village deity Paradesamma Panduga is celebra
ted during the entire month of Vaisakham (April
May). The deity is brought to the village and 
ghatams are taken in procession in the village. 
Fancy dress, buraakathas and dramas are entertained 
in the nights during the festival. Fowls, sheep and 
goats are sacrificed on the last day, known as ' Ampa
kam' day. The villagers observe fasting for a few 
hours on the festival day and offer naivtdyam. This 
is an ancient festival confined to the local congre-

gation only. Kapus and Koppala Velamas are the 
chief patrons. Nearly Rs. 1,000 are collected from 
the villagers towards the celebration of the festival. 
Pujari belongs to the Kapu caste. 

Bangaramma festival is celebrated in Chaitram 
(March-April) for 30 days sinc.e the inception of the 
village. Brass lhatams, clothes, fruits, etc., are offer
ed Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed. An 
amount of about Rs. 1,000 is spent over the uthsavam 
which is borne by the viJIagers. Pujari is a lady of 
Kapu caSte. Shri Kilaparti Paradesi, a Velama is 
having hereditatry rights. But the present pujari is 
performing pujas on behalf of Sri Paradesi. 

The villagers take sea-bath on the Grahanom 
(solar and lunar eclipse) days and observe fasting on 
Karthika Pur1lima and Sankranti and jagaram on Msha 
Sivaratri. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri P. N. Appalaswamy, Village Karanam, 
Mulakalagumadam. 

2. Sri M. Narayana Appalaswamy, Head
master, Special Samifhi School, Mu!akala
gumadam. 

11. Venkatap.ram-Situated at a distance of one 
mile from Gajapathinagaram Railway Station and 
14 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 917 and it 
is made up of Brahmin, Kshat.riya, Kapu, Telaga, 
Velama, Chakali, Mangali, Sharabu, etc., Hindu 
castes and Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes {60 per~ 
sons). The chief means oflivelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, trade and traditional occu
pations. 

The temple of Sri Venkateswara, Sri Kanyaka 
Pasameswari and Sri Rama are the places of worship. 
The wooden images of the village deities, Bangara
mma and Pydithalli are also worshipped. 

Devinarathrulu are celebrated for 9 days in Asvi
Jam (September-October) at Kanyaka Parameswari 
temple. In addition to the daily pujas and offerings, 
special pujas and naiuedyams are offered. Kumkum
archana t6 the Goddess is also performed. This is a 
local festival celebrated with local congregation of 
all communities. Sri Pujyam Sambamurthy, an 
Adisaiva of Parasara gotram is the hereditary pujari. 
Now he is paid a monthly salary of Rs. 20. 

Kalyanothsavam at Sri Venkateswaraswamy temple 
is celebrated for 6 days from Ma,ha Suddha EkadIJsi to 
Bahula Padyami (January-February) with local cogre-
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~ation of all castes. PlAjari is Parangapalli Venltata 
:Lakshmanacbaryulu, a Vaikhanasa Brahmin of Ath
reya ,«ram with hereditary rights. He is paid Rs. 20 
as monthly salary. 

Special pujas are performed to the Lord'for 9 
-day. from CluJitra Suddha ,Padyami to Navami (March-
April) to Sridevi, Bhudevi and Alivelu Mangamma 

·on Fridays in Sravanam (July-August), KlAmkumarchana 
in .tfsoijam (September-October) and special offer
ings are made to the Lord and the Goddesqes thro
'ugh out Dhanurmasam for 30 days (December-Janu
ary). 

Daily pujas and offerings are made to Lord 
'Rama at Rama temple by the .trustees. 

Uthsavams are celebrated once a year to the village 
deities Bangaramma and Pydithalli. People offer 
fruits, flowers, paIupu, kumkum cocoanuts and .arees, 
etc. Fowls and sheep are sacrificed on the last day 
of the festival which generally happens to be a Tues-

·day. The chief patron is Sri Thamarana Appala 
Naidu. Local people of all communities participate 
'in this festival. Pujari is a Kapu of Nagali gotram 
"With hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri Velpuri Ramakrishna Murthy, Village 
Karanam, M. Venkatapuram. 

12. Kanimeraka-Situated at a distance of one 
mile from Bondapalli Railway Station and about II 
-miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,297 and 
it is made up of several Hindu sub-communities; 

:Scheduled Castes (250 persons) and Scheduled Tribes 
-( 19 persons). The sources of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricullural labour and other traditional 

<occupations. 

Pydithalli temple situated on the eutskirts of 
the village and Rama temple are the IClaces of wor
ship in this village. 

Pydithalli Uthsavam is celebrated once a year 
according to their convenience. Fowls are sacrifi~ 

,ced to the deity. Fasting and bath are domestically 
observed by the villagers. This is an ancient local 
festival. Local people of all communities partici
'pate_ Pujari is a Velama. 

SOURCE: Sai V. Joga &0, Village Karanam, Kanime
rab. 

-13. BudathanapaUirajeru-Situated at a distance 
-.of 4 miles from Garudabilli Railway Station and 14 
miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,676 and it 
is made up of several Hindu castes; Scheduled Castes 
(213 persons) and Scheduled Tribes (21 persons). 
The chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

The places of worship in the village are the two 
Rama Mandirs and Pydithallamma in Ammavari 
"anam (garden). 

Pydithallamma Panduga is celebrated for one 
day on Tuesday before Sravana Suddha Purnima (July
August). Arrangements are made on that day only. 
Fruits, vadapappu, panakam and chalimidi are offered to 
the deity. This is an ancient festival with local sig
nificance. Patron is of Koppala Velama caste. 
Local people of all communities participate. Puj(lrl 
is a Koppala Velama with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri Putreru Seshagiri Rao, Village /(arnam, 
Budathanapatl irajeru. 

14. Chamalavalasa Agraharam-Situated at a 
distance of one mile from Bandapalli Railway Station 
and 11 miles from Vizianagaram. This village was 
given as gift to Brahmins by Vizianagaram Rajas 
some 36() yean back. 

The total population of the village il 390 and it 
i. made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, 
Vadrangi, Chakali, Mangali, etc., castes; and Mala 
Scheduled Caste (97 persons). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture and other traditional 
occupations. 

Muthyalamma temple with the wooden image 
is the place of worship. 

Muthyalamma festival is celebrated for 15 days 
in summer, ie, between Magham (January-February) 
and Ashadam (June-July) according to their conve
nience. The festival is announced to the villagerS 
one day in advance usually on Sunday. Ammavaru 
is brought into the village with music in the evening 
of a Monday. Pujari observes fasting on that day. 
Ddily puja is performed from then onwards with 
neem branches Chalimidi, vadapappu, fruits, food 
and clothes are (.ffered and fowls and goats are sacri
ficed to the deity on the 'AllUPU' day. The villagers 
are the patrons. Local Hindus participate. Pujari 
is a Rajaka (Washerman) with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri Dharamukkula Appala Narasimham, Village 
Headman, Chamalavalasa Agraharam. 

IS. Rachakindam-Situated at a distance of about 
2l miles from Garudabilli Railway Station and 
about 91 miles from Vizianagaram. 
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The total population of the village is 1,086 and 
it is made lip of the following communities: Brah
min, Vaisya, Velama, Kamsali, Sale, Chakali, Man
gali, etc., Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (86 per
sons); Scheduled Tribes (2 persons). The sources of 
livelihood for the people are agriculture, agri
cultural labour, weaving, carpentry and other 
traditional occupations. 

Rama temple and Bangaramma temple with Her 
wooden imag~s in human form on the outskirts of 
the village are the places of worship here. 

Bangaramma festival is celebrated for 7 to 10 
days in summer once in 2 or 3 years according to the 
convenience of the villagers. The deity is brought 
into the village on the first day. The pujari collects 
one sola (! kl{.) of rice from each of the households 
during the f, stival days. This is called 'Jogi t~iru

guta'. Ghata7!1S are taken in procession every night 
to collect cooked rice and dal froni the households. 
This food is offered to the deity and then distributed 
among the pujari, Chakali, Mangali and Mala who 
participated in collecting food. In the night, fancy 
dresses are arranged to entertain the gathering. On 
thc 9th day Thovellu Uthsavam is celebrated. Rela
tives and friends are invited and dinners are arran
ged that day. Puppet shows, Bhagavathams and 
dramas entertain the people. Next day is 'Anuputa' 
or send-off celebration. This must be a Tuesday. 
New images of the deity are prepared, decorated 
with pasupu and kumkum and are taken in procession. 
Vadapappu, chalimidi, pasupu, kumkum, flowers, plan
tains, etc., are offered. From 2 p. m. the deity is 
taken on a ratham to the temple to the accompani
ment of music, puliveshams, etc. This lasts upto 6 
p. m. On the next day, fowls and animals are sac
rificed at the temple and in this function Brahmins 
and Vaisyas do not take part. This is an ancient 
festival with local significance. The patrons are the 
villagers. The local people of all communities par
ticipate. Pujari is a Koppala Velama of Nagali 
gQtram with hereditary rights. 

Fasting and jagaram are observed on Mahasiva
ratri. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Parvathalu, Teacher, Rachakindam. 

16. Vendram-Situated at a distance of one mile 
10 the South of Garudabilli Railway Station on the 
Vizianagaram-Raipur Railway line at a distance of 
7 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total popUlation of the village is 733 and it 
is made up of Brahmin, Kapu, Telaga, Vaisya, 

Velama, Kammara, Kummara, Padmasale, Mangall,. 
ChakaIl, etc. caste and Mala, Madiga Scheduled 
Castes (33 persons). The chief means of their liveli ... · 
hood is agriculture. 

Pydithallamma temple with Her stone image in 
human form and Bangaramma temple are the places 
of worship in the village. 

Pydithallamma festival is celebrated once in 
three years for two days on the Monday and Tues
day preceding Vaisakha Suddho: Purnima (April-May). 
Fruits, flowers, saffron and kumkum are . offered. 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed. This is an 
ancient festiva1. The patrons belong to Kapu, 
Telaga, Chakali, Panchama (Mala), etc., communi. 
ties. Villagers raise contributions towards the cele
bration of the festivaL About 800 Hindu dtvotees 
from this and the neighbouring villages such as 
Ambatuvalasa, Gotlam and Garudabilli participate. 
Pujari belongs to Kapu caste. Visitors are fed by 
their relatives. 

A fair is held for 2 days with about 800 people 
of this and neighbouring villages. About 30 shops 
sell foodstuffs and eatables. Fasting and jagaram 
are observed during the uthsavam days and on Siva
ratri day (JanuarY-February). 

SOURCE: Sri K. Suryanarayana Murthy, Vendram. 

17. Gonkalam.-Situated at a distance of 5 miles 
from Garudabilli railway statio~ and Vizianagaram. 
This village was given as gift to Sri Ramatheertham 
Ayyangaru and Yeddanapudi Ananta Ramaiah by 
the Maharaja of Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,492 and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Kapu, 
Telaga, Kammara, Kummara, Vadrangi, Chakali, 
Mangali, etc., castes; Mala, Madiga ScheduI('d Castes 
( 112 persons). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and traditional 
occupations. 

Rama Mandtr, Kapannamma temple with Her 
wooden image in human form and Yellamma tem
ple with an ant-hill representing the deity are the 
places of worship. 

Yellamma Theeftham is celebrated for one day on 
Phalguna Suddha Ashthami (February-March) for the 
past many years. About 400 people of th is and the 
neighbouring villages, such as jaggapuram, Nau
gam, Gotlam, Ompalli, Dwarapudi and Rama-

. varam, etc., congregate. A few shops selling fruits-, 
drinks and eatables are set up on that day. 
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Kapanamma festival is celebrated once in four 
"or five years for 10 days from a Sunday commen
cing wi th the procession of 'Ujj i:li' cart in the 
village. Tile deity is brought into the village on 
the same day; ghatams go round the village from 

'Tuesday for a week and are placed near Rama tem-
ple. Again the ghatams are taken to the pujari's 
house every night. 

Tholivelu is celebrated on the 9th day. All the 
villagers gather and place an image made 6f clotheS 
in the middle. Pujari wears a fibre thread; applies 
soot all over his body and stands in the centre. Food 
and seeds are then distributed. On the last day, 
procession takes place from noon. Next ~he pujari 
performs paladari thiruguta by going round the 
village with the intestines of a Inmb wor'l as a 
jandhyam followed by the villagers armed with 
swords, spears and sticks. The deity is then taken 
to the village to the accompaniment of music of 
dappu and damanu. fowls and sheep are then sacri
ficed to the deity. This is an ancient festival. The 
patrons are villagers. About 400 people of all com. 
munities from nearby villages congregate. Pujari 
is Shri Venkathatha, a Kapu of Nagula gotram with 
hereditary rights. There is annasantharpanam (free 
feeding). 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Pedda Appala Naidu, Teacher. 

2. Sri M. Chandra Rao, Karnam, Gunkalam. 

18. Kondakindam-Situated at a distance of 2 
miles to the west of GarudabiHi railway station and 

"9 miles from Vizianagaram. As this village is close 
to a hill and Kondadoras established this village, 
.it got the name 'Kondaki ndam'. 

The total population of the village is 668 made 
up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Telaga, Padmasale, 
Kammari, Kummara, Kamsali, Mangali, Chakali, 
etc., castes; Mala, Madiga Schedultd Castes (25 
persons} and Scheduled Tribes (92 persons). The 
chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

The temples of Pydithalli, Bangaramma and 
Mutyalamma are the places of worship in the 
village. Polipilli vanam and Durgalamma vanam are 
also worshipped., Pydithallamma Uthsavam is cele
brated for 7 da'ys in Chaitram (March-April) com
mencing on a Monday. The deity is brought into 
the Village on Monday and is placed on the plat
form. 'Tholivellu' is celebrated on the next Monday 
and Ampakam (sending) on Tuesday. Fruits, sarees, 
chalimidi and vadapappu are offered. Animal sacrifi
<ces form an important item on the Ampakam day 

and fowls and goats are sacrificed. The elders in 
every house observe fasting on Ampakam day. Rela
tives are invited and feasts are arranged. This is 
an ancient festival. The patrons are the villagers. 
Local people congregate. Pujari is a Kondadoras. 

SOURCE: Sri T. Ramanarasimha Rao, Teacher, Konda-
kindam. 

19. Kothavalasa-Situated at a distance of one 
mile from Pedamajjipalem bus stand, 6 miles from 
Garudabilli railway ~tatioll and 13 miles from 
Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,440 alld 
ft is made up of the following communities: Brah
plin, Vaisya, Kapu, Vadrangi, Kamsali, Sale, Man
gali, Chakali, Kummari, Kammari, etc., castes and 
Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (126 persons). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, trade and other traditional 
occupations. 

The places of worship in this village are Eswara 
temple, Bangaramma and Pydithalli in the form of 
wooden images near an ant-hill. 

Pydithalli Uthsavam is celebrated for fifteen days 
from Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April) once in 
5 years. This is an ancient local festival. Pujas 
commence on a Monday evening near the ant-hill 
of the deity and continue ['Jf fifteen days. Ghatams 
go round the viliage daily and food is collected. 
Some entertainment is provided in the nights. 
Fowls, goats, sheep and he.buffaloes are sacrificed. 
ViJla~ers are the patrons, All Hindus of the village 
participate. Pujari is appointed by the villagers . 

Bangaramma Uthsavam is celebrated once in 7 
years in Vaisakham (April-May). All local people 
congregate without any distinction of caste or creed. 
Pernoca tion is observed 

SOL'RCE; Sri B. Sanyasi Rao, ,il. Kothavalasa 
Sri M. Sri Ra,nai;1Urthy, Teacher, Kothavalasa. 

20. Peddamajjipalem-Situated at a distance of 
5 miles from Gantyada and 12 miles from Vizia
nagar am town and railway stenion. As Pedamajju 
of Kapu caste has constructed this village, it is 
called Pedamajjupalem. 

The total population of the village is 1,431 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Jangam, 
Mangali, Kummari, Chakali, KamsaJj; Scheduled 
Caste (175 persons)-Mala, Madiga. The chier 
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means of their livelihood ale agriculture, agricultu
ral labour and casual labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Rama temple and a Gllndam constructed in the 
name of Ramulamma are the places of worship 
here. Ramulamma waS the wife of Raghumajji 
Sanyasi Nayudu and after her death she asked her 
husband in a dream to construct a gundam and to 
celebrate a festival in her name. She is known as 
Ramulamma Perantalu. 

Ramulamma Perantalu Uthsavam is celebrated for 
one day on 15th January in Pushyam (December
January) every year or once in two or three years_ 
Saffron, kumkum and fruits are offered to the deity. 
The festival is being celebrated since thirty years
Prasadam is distributed to all. Kapus are the pat
rons. About 1,000 people gather from this and neigh
bouring vilIr ges such as Vamarap'alli, Konnadapeta, 
Veduruvada, Gumadam, Yedalapalem, Kothava
lasa and Ginjeru. There is no specific pujaTi. 

latara is celebrated from 3 p. m. to 7 p. m. on 
that day. 

A few shops sell eatables, mirrors, combs, 
beeds and books. Bhajans and dramas entertain 
them. 

SOURCE: Sri M. A. Suryan(Jyoyana, Peddamajjipalem. 

21. Ginjeru-Situated at a distance of WI miles 
from Vizianagaram railway station by bus. 

The total population of the village is 1,122 con
sisting of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Raju, TelukaJi, 
ChakaJi, Mangali, Golla, Viswabrahmin, Jalari, 
Srishti Karanam, Vadla and Kammari Castes and 
Scheduled Castes (69 persons). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, 
sheep rearing, fishing, employment and other tradi
tional occupations. 

The temples of Chintalamma, Paradesamma, 
Bangaramma with their wooden images and Lord 
Siva are the places of worship. 

Gramadevatha Panduga is celebrated for 7 days in 
PholgulIam (February-March) or Vaisakham (April-

. May). Fowls, g.oats and sheep are sacrificed and 
fruits and clothes are offered to the deity. This is 
an ancient festival of local significance. Villagers 
are the patrons. Local people of all communities 
participate. A Kapu is the pujari with hereditary 
rights. 

Fasting and jagaram on Mahasivaratri and sea
bath and river-bath during Pus~arams are observed 
by the villagen. 

SOURCE: Sri M. Jagannadham, Teacher, Ginjeru. 

12. Konda Tamarapalle-Is situated at a distance' 
of 11 miles from Vizianagaram Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 1,218 com
prising Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Srishtikara
nam, Jangam, Kapu, Golla, Velama, Sale, Chakali, 
Mangcli etc., castes; Scheduled Castes 91 persons, 
Scheduled Tribes 4 persons and Muslims. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture. 
weaving back smithy , goldsmithy and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Rama temple and small abodes of Paradesamma 
and Bangaramma with their wooden images are' 
the places -of worship here. 

Paradesamma Panduga is celebrated for 7 days in 
Bhadrapadam (August-September). Fruits, coconuts 
etc., are offered. Fowls and animals are sacrificed 
on the last day of the festival. Observing fasts and 
offering naivedyams are domestic observances. Into
xicants are used. This is an ancient festival of 
local significance. Pujari is a Kapu with hereditary 
rights. 

Bangaramma Panduga is also celebrated for 7 
days in Phalgunam (February-March) in the same 
manner. 

SOURCE: I. Sri Manapuram Bhaskara Raa, Teacher, 
Kondatamrapalle. 

2. Sri Manthripragada Ganga Rao, Village 
Karnam, Kondatamarapalle. 

23. Kottavelagada-Situated on the Vizianaga
ram-Srungavarapukota bus-route at a distance of 
12 miles from Vizianagaram town and railway 
station. 

The total population of the village is 962. It 
is multi-ethnic in composition consisting of Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Kamsali, Kammarit 
Vadrangi, Chakali, Golla, Kummari etc., castes and 
Mala and Madiga Scheduled Castes (132 persons). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, trade, weavini and traditional 
occupations. 

The places of worship in the village are Sri: 
Ranga temple with the picture or'Lord's coronation: 
and the wooden image of Pydithallamma. 
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Sri Rama Na'Oami Uthsaoam is celebrated for 9 days 
from eluzitra Suddha Padyami to Navami (March-April). 
Kalyanam i, celebrated from Dasami to Purnima. 
There is free feeding on the last day. Cocoanuts 
and plantains are offered to the Lord. All the villa
gers offer naivedyam and take prasadam on the da y of 
WJfd*JIft. This is a 20 year old local festival. Peo
ple of all caBtes participate. 

Pydithalli Ammavari Uthsavam is celebrated in 
FllisakJIa Suddham (April-May) with local congrega
tion. The deity is taken in a procession. Prasadam 
is distributed to the people who congregate there. 
Pujati is a Kapu with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Narasinga Rao, Teacher, Kothavelagada. 

24. Vasadi-This village is situated at a distance 
of 12 miles from Vizianagaram Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the village is 1,150 
consisting of many Hindu communities; Schedukd 
Castes (86 persons) and Scheduled Tribes (35 per
Ions). The source of livelihood of the people are 
agriculture, agricultural labour, weaving, carpentry 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temple of Sri Rama with the coronation 
picture and the village deity Pydithallamma VI ith 
Her wooden image in a garden are the places of 
worship in the village. Sri Rama Navami Uthsavam 
is celebrated from Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Navami 
(March-April) for 9 days. Coconuts and plantains 
are offered to the Lord. Free feeding is arranged 
on the last day. Prasadam is distributed to all the 
devotees that are ptesent. 

Pydithallamma Panduga is celebrated 10 

Vaisakham (April-May). Animal sacrifice is an 
important item on the festival day. Vows are 
discharged. The pujari is a Kapu with hereditary 

rights. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri V. Satyanarayana, Village Munsijf, 
Vasadi. ' 

2. Sri R. Joga Rao, Village Karnam, 
Vasadi. . 

25. Ramabhadrapuram-Situated on the Vizia
nagaram-Srungavarapukota bus route at a distance 
of 13 miles from Vizianagaram town and Railway 
Stat ion. 

The total population of 684 of the village is made 
up of the following communities: Caste Hindus
Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Kamsali, Kam-

mari, Jangam, Kummari, Mangali, Chakali, Vad
rangi; Scheduled Castes (78 persons)-Mala, Madiga; 
and Scheduled Tribes (9 persons). The chief 
meanS of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultu
rallabour, trade and other traditional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple with Sri Rama Pattabhishekam 
picture and the temple of Ramlingeswara Swamy 
with a stone Sivalingam are the places of worship 
here. 

Ramalingeswara Swamy Jatara is celebrated for 
2 days on Magha Bahula Chathurdasi and Amavasya, 
(January-February). Aradhana and kalyan(1.m are 
celebrated. Harikathas, bhojans, burrakathas and 
dramas afford entertainment. Cocoanuts and plan
tains are offered. Fastings and jagarams are the 
domestic observances. This is a 19 year old festi
val. A Koppala Velama is the patron. About 
1,500 devotees congregate from this and the neigh
bouring villages such as Bonangi, VeJagada, Voma
rapalli, Buradapadu, Donkada, Sivarampuram, 
Gopalapalle and Dharmavaram. All castes parti
cipate. A Brahmin is the pujari. Jatara is commen
ced in the noon and ends in the night. A few shops 
sell eatables and foodstuffs. Nearly 1,500 people 
witness the entertainment programme. Meals 
arrangements are made by the trustee of the 
temple. 

Sri Rama Uthsavam is celebrated for 9 days from 
Chaitra Suddha Padyamt to Navami (March-April). 
Kalyanam is performed from Dasami to Purnima. 
This is being celebrated for the past 15 years. 

SOURCE: Sri N. Venkata Kota Rao, Village Karnam 
Ramabhadrapuram. ' 

26. Pentasrirampuram-Situated at a distance 
of 12 miles from Vizianagaram Railway Station. 

The total population of 2,364 of the village is 
made up of the following communities : Brahmin, 
Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Jangam, Kamsali, Padma
sale, Kammari, Kummari, Vadrangi, Mangali, 
Chakali etc., castes; and Mala, Madiga Scheduled 
Castes (347 persons). The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

The temples of Janakeswaraswamy and Malli
kharjunaswamy with stone Sivalingams, Pydithalli, 
Amavaru and Muthyalamma with stone images in 
female form are the places of worship here. Nuka
amma is worshipped. Nukalamma Theertham is 
celebrated in Pushyam (Decrmb(r-January) for one 
day during. day time from ancient times. About 
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4,000 devotees congregate from this and the neigh
bouring villagel such &1 Regabilli, Renallapalem, 
Vasantha, Porlanki and Kotturu. 

A rair il held in this connection. Nearly 200 
shops are let up selling foodstuffs and eatablel, mir
rors and combl, books, hand loom clothel, tOYI and 
fancy goods. 

Pyditballamma Panduga in Vaitakham (April-May), 
Bangaramma Ptuzduga in Alvijam (September-Octo
ber) and Paradesamma Panduga in Phalgunam (Feb
ruary-March) are the other ancient festivals con
fined to the local congregation of all castes. 
Fruits, saffron and ,,"mkum are offered to the deities. 
Pujar; is a Velama of Bodaballa family with here
ditary rights. People of all castes participate in 
the Panduga. 

Pujas are performed in Siva temples in Karthi
lam (October-November) and Magham (January
February). The pujaris enjoy the manyam lands with 
hereditary rights. There are free feedings and pTa
sadam is distributed to all. Harikathas, dramas and 
Bhagavathams afford entertainment during nights. 

SOURCE: Sri A. Rtl11l4 &0, Teacher, Pentasrirampuram. 
Sri B. Ramajoga Rao, TeacMr, Lakidam. 

17. Godiyacla""':""Situated at a distance of 9 miles 
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,141 and 
it is made up of the following communitirs : Brah
min, Vaisya, Kapu, Jangam, KamsaIi, Kammari, 
Kummari, Vadrangi, Padmasale, MangaIi, Chakali, 
etc., and Mala, Madiga Scheduled Castes (197 per
sons). The chief means of their livelihood is agri
culture. 

The places of worship are the temples of 
Kothammavaru, Bangaramma and Sri Rama and 
the wooden images of the village deities Durgala
mma, Muthyalamma, Dandu Maramma, Bandi 
Mahankalamma and Bhulokamamba. 

The festivals of the village deities are celebra
ted for 9 days from a Monday according to their 
convenience once in 3 years. Chatams go round the 
village for eitht days lilnd anupu (send off) of the 
deity is celebrat~d on the 9th day, Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed. Relatives are invi,ted and 
feasts are arrang·ed. All castes participate. Bobbili 
Ramulu of Koppiti gotram is the pujari having here
ditary rights. 

Since 1925, Sri Rama Navami festival is being 
celebrated for one day on Chaitra Suddha Navami 

(March-April) with local congregation. Pandal. 
are erected. Relatives are invited. /(a/ya1l4m for 
Sita and Rama il celebrated on that day. 

SOURCE: Sri M"fl.apuram Appala Rama Murthy, Tea&her, 
Godiyada. 

28. Peaa.aJll-Situated at a distance of 4 miles 
to the north-east of Garudabilli Railway Station 
and 11 miles from Vizianagaram. This village wal 
given as gift to Sri Rama Theertham Ayyangar 
by Sri Maharaja of Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is I, 119 and 
it comprises Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Kamsali, 
Kummari, Kammari, Vadrangi, Velama, Jangaro, 
Mangali, Chakali etc., castel and Mala, Madiga 
Scheduled Castes (11 persons). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour 
trade and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Durgalamma, Muthya
lamma and Bangaramma with a wooden image are 
the places of worship of the village. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for one day on 
Chait,a Suddha Navami (March-April) from ancient 
times. 

Cramadevalhala Uthsavams are celebrated for 11 
days from Sunday to Wednesday with local congre
gation once in 3 or 5 years. The deity is taken out 
in procession during these days and the image of 
the deity is placed on the platform. Anupu is cele
brated on Tuesday with entertainmentB. Fowls, 
goats and sheep are sacrificed on this day. The 
villagers are the patrons. About Rs. 10,000 are spent 
on the festival. People of all castes of the village 
participate. Pujari is Sri Thempalli Ramanaidu, 
a Kapu of Nagula gotram with hereditary rights. 
Prasadam is distributed among the congregation. 

SOURCE: Sri Baggam Ramanandam, Headmaster, S.S.E. 
School, Penasam. 

29. Neelavati-Situated on the Vizianagaram
Bondara road at a distance of 8 miles from 
Vizianagaram Railway Station by road. 

The total population of the village is 1,605 and 
it is made up of the following communities: caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Jangam, 
Padmasale, Kammari, Kummari, Kamsali, Manga
ll, Chakdi, etc.; Mala, Madiga, Scheduled Caste
(139 pusons) and Scheduled Tribes (4 persons)· 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
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agricultural labour, trade and other traditional 
oc.cupationl. 

The temples of Eswara, Kalabhairava, Rama 
aDd Durp are the places of worship. The stone 
images of Durga and Bhairava have brass armour. 
&wara temple was built by Sri Bada Jagannatham, 
a peat devotee. HiE tomb in the temple is also 
woabipped daily by the villagers. Nukalamma is 
wonbipped with no temple. 

Mdasi"a,tJtri festival i. celebrated for 3 days 
f'rom MaIM Bahula CkaJlzu,daJi (January-February). 
R.llretlzs_am is celebrated on the last day. Fruits, 
ta«ron and kumkum are offered to the Lord which 
are later distributed to all. Thil is a 50 year old 
festival. The patron and trustee i. the village 
Headman. Nearly 1,000 devotees gather from thi. 
and the neighbouring villages. All caltes partici
pate. hjd'; is • Velama of Kurmakala gotram with 
Ilereditary right.. PrtJStultma is diltributed to all. 
Free feeding il arranged on the last day. 

A rair is held with shops selling eatables, sweet
meat., utensih, mirrors and combs and books. 
Dramal, bhajans and kola tams afford entertainment to 
the gathering. 

SOURCE: Sri G. Subba Roo, Headmastlr, Neelavati. 

38. J&IPI*ram-Situated at a distance of 4 
.. ile. from Garudabilli Railway Station and 7 miles 
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 649 of the village is 
made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Jan
gam, Kammari, Kummari, Kamsali, Sale, Vad
rangi, Mangali, Chakali. etc., castes; Mala and 
Madiga Scheduled Castes (21 persona). The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
turallabour and other traditional occupations. 

The wooden images of Pydithallamma, Banga
ramma, Durgalamma, Muthyalamma and Mad
damma are worshipped with stone images under 
treel. 

Pydithallamma festiavl is celebrated for 7 days 
in Phalgunam (February-March) from the first Sun
day in the month .. Puja is performed for 7 days. 
The image of the ddty is taken out in procession 
during nights and is placed on the platform, a tem_ 
porary abode. Afterwards the deity is taken to the 
pujari's house. Villagers gather at the platform in 
die nights to witness the entertainment programmes. 
~mpokom is celebrated on Tuesday. Fowls, goat. 

and sheep are lacrificed on the lalt day. Cludimidi 
and vadapllP/JU are offered to tbe deity. Tbis ancient 
festival is celebrated once in 2 to 4 yearl. Aboul 
Rs. 6,000 are spent on the festival. People of all 
castes in the viJIage participate. Relatives are in
vited. Sri Vilarapu Gurayya ofYadava caste and 
Taddi Papayya of Kapu callte are the pujaris with 
hereditary right •. 

SOURCE: Sri T. E. Varaprasada Roo, HeadmaJu,. 
Spl. Samithi Ele. School, Jaggapuram. 

31. Naaclam-Situated at a distance of 6 mile. 
from Vizianagaram Railway Station and town. The 
village is multi·ethnic in composition with a popula
tion of 537 consisting of leveral Hindu communitie. 
and Mala and Madiga Scheduled Castel (28 perlons). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture 
and agricultural labour. 

Pydithalli temple with Her images of neem 
wood; and stone images of Bangaramma, Durgalam
ma, Purati Polamma, Mirapakayalamma, Wullipa
yalamma and Nalla Maremma are worshipped in 
this village. 

Pydithallamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 
days from a Monday, once in two or three years. 
according to the convenience of the villagers. The 
day of celebration of the panduga is made known to 
the people by tom-tom a week before. Early in the 
morning of the first day, a small cart, called uggidi 
handi, is taken through all the street. of the village 
to collect food from all the families of the village. 
The food collected is later diltributed among Hari
jans. On the same day, Devara Thechchuta (inviting the 
deity) i. celebrated in the night. The villagers go 
to the temple of Ammavaru with music of dappulu 
etc., to bring the deity. A chicken is sacrificed 
there to the deity and is buried in a pit. Three 
balls of mud from that Bpot are taken in new jangellu 
to be brought along the deity. All this time the 
people make loud noise with their handsticks to 
frighten the evil spirits. In the middle of the pro
cession, another fowl is sacrificed to Batisfy the other 
village deities that are supposed to be on their way. 
The deity is at last taken to a specific place called 
Ammathalli chaduru where she is worshipped during 
the uthsavam. From the following day, i. e., Tues
day to Sunday there is a routine of collecting food 
in the morning called jogithiruguta and a procession 
in the nights with ghatams again to collect food. 
Then valakams (imitating and pointing out the defects 
in the villagers) take place which are very interest_ 
ing. On the next Monday when this routine is 
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over, TAolellu is performed. Throughout this night 
there are entertainment _like Rotimeedipata, a song 
sung by a person sitting on a mortar. Food and 
grain are distributed to the villagers after that song. 
They mix the grain in the seeds to be sown that 
year. On the next day anupu (send off of the deity) 
is celebrated. Paladari thiruguta is performed by chil
dren who bring vasantham from their houses to spill 
on the outskirts of the village where a lamb is Sac
rificed and the intestines are worn as a Jandhyam by 
the Paladari man, who can either be a Mala or Ma
diga. He is then taken in a procession throughout 
the village carried by a set ot people appointed for 
the purpose. Again a loud noise is made to frighten 
the evil spirits during the procession. After thiS 
procession, 3 rathams are taken through the streets' 
A,yali ratham is one of them. A strong stick with its 
upper end pointing like a needle is fixed at the cen_ 
tre oC a cart. A mortar is plated upside down on 
this and two yokes-one vertically and another 
horizontally are fixed on it. On the four corners of 
the cart are fixed four planks for four pujaris to sit. 
This is called Anjali ratham which is taken through 
the street thrice along with other carts. The deity 
is taken to the temple then and the 'patta pothu', a 
sheep specially reared for this purpose is sacrificed 
to the deity. Fowls, goats, sheep etc, are then sac
rificed in a large number by the villagers to dis
charge their vows. Without turning back, all of 
them reach the village silent} y as the deily is belie
ved to be eating the sacrifices and that distrubance 
of any kind is to be avoided. The following day is 
the day of enjoyment with feasts and dinners by the 
villagers arranged for their friends and relatives. 
This is an ancient local festival in which all the 
villagers participate with great pomp and pleasure. 
Pujarzs are Kapus of Nagali gotram with hereditary 
rights. 

SOURCE: Sri Jayanthi Venkatramiah, Village Headman, 
Nandam. 

32. Narava-Situated at a diltance of 5 miles from 
Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 1,044 of the village is 
made up of Kapu, Nagavasulu, Telaga. Viswabrah
min, Mangali, Chakali etc., castes; Scheduled Cas
. tes (115 persons) a,nd Scheduled Tribes (14 persons). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture' 
agricuitural labour, casual labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of Bhadra Mahankali, Bangara
mma and Bhoolokamma with their wooden ima2'es 

in human form and Muthyalamma symbolised in a 
stone under a neem tree are the places of worship. 

Bhadra Mahankali festival is celebrated in 
Chaitram (March-April) for 3 days with local con
gregation once in 3 years. Bangaramma and Muth
yalamma are aha worshipped during these days. 
Bhoolokamma Panduga is celebrated in a Bhadrapadam 
(August·September) for 3 days. Fruits and flowers 
are offered to Muthyalamma. Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed to the other deities. Local 
people of all communities participate in these 
a ncient festivals. The pujaris are Sri Kala Appanna 
and Sri Sat yam for Bhadra Mahankali, Sri Kolla 
Ramanna for Bangaramma, Sri Sunkari Musalaiah 
for Muthyalamma and Sri Saradi Papaiah for 8000-
lokamma all with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri Reddi Appala Swamy, Village Karnam, 
Narava. 

33. KotarubiIli-Situated at a distance of 7 miles 
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of745 of the village is made 
up of the following communities: Brahmin, Vaisya, 
Viswa Brahmin, Velama, Nayi Brahmin, Rajaka, 
Yata etc., and Scheduled Castes (156 persons). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture 
and other traditional occupations. 

Kanaka Durgamma with Her wooden image 
in a temple and Rajalamma, Bangaramma and 
Muthyalamma without temples are worshipped by 
the villagers. 

Kanaka Durga Panduga is celebrated for one day 
on the Tuesday before Asvija Suddha Purnimo (Sep
tember-October). Fruits, cocoanuts, saffron, kumkum 
and clothes are offered and fowls and sheep are 
sacrificf'd to the deity. Theertham is celebrated from 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. This is an ancient festival confin
ed to this village. Local people of all communities 
participate. Pujari i& a Koppala Velama with here
d itary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

SOURCE. : Sri Baggam Gurumurthy, Teachar, Narava. 

34. Gantyada-Situated at a distlnce of 8 miles 
Irom Vizianagaram Railway Station . 

The total population of the village is 1.690 and 
it is made up of Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas, 
Kapus, ViswabrahlDins, Kammaras, Vadrangis; Ma
la, Madiga and Relli Scheduled Castes (222 persons} 
and Scheduled Tribes (4 persons). The chief means 
of their livelihood are ae:riculture and trade. 
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Tao temples of Kumaraswamy with stone image, 
-Gairamma, Yellamma and Bangaramma with wood
~n images, Muthyalamma with a stone image, 
-Eswara and Rama are the places of worship. Emala
'1Ilma tree and Oddu Polamma tree are worshipped 

Kumaraswamy festival is celebrated in Pushyam 
·(December-January) for one day after Sankranti 
,.festival. Fruits and flowers are offered. This is an 
ancient festival. About 500 people of this and the 
neighbouring villages congregate. Pujari is a 
J angam with hereditary rights. Thurtham is cele
-hrated on Bodakonda near the temple during day 
.time. About 25 .hops sell eatables and foodstuff on 
·this day. 

Yellamma Jatara is celebrated on Phal,una Suddha 
Ashtami (February-March) for one day. Sirimanu 
goel round the village. Fowls are sacrificed. This 
is celebrated for the past 16 years with 3,000 congre-

-gation of this and the neighbouring villages. Pujari 
is Mala. Nearly 100 shops sell eatables, foodstuffs, 
'fruits and toys. Bhajans and Bhagavathams afford 
-entertainment to the congregation. 

Bangaramma Theertham is celebrated in Chaitram 
'(Marcn-April) from ancient times with local congre
gation of all castes. Pujari is of Mala caste. Theer

'lham is celebrated in the hazar of the village. Gow
ramma Jatora is the other festival celebrated in 
.Asvijam lSeptember-October) from ancient times 
with local congregation. 

Samaj Vikas Mela is celebrated in Pushyam 
(December-January) for two days with 5,000 congre
gation. Cattle show, agriculture and health exhi

·bitions are heJd. Dramas, hhajons and cultural 
<programmes afford entertainment to the gathering. 

;'SOURCE: 1. Sri Ch. L. N. Sarma, Asst. Teacher, 
ZIlla Parishad High School, GantytJda. 

2. Sri M. Ramakrishna Raju, Teacher, Zilla 
Parishad High School, Gantyada. 

35. Lakidam-Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
.from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,607 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Brah
min, Vaisya, Koppala Velama, Padmasale, Viswa 
Brahmin, Kummari, Jalari, Gadagali, Mangali, 
Madiyali, Yata; Mala and Madiga Scheduled 

<::astes (242 people) and Scheduled Tribes people (9). 
'I he chief means of their livelihood lire agriculture, 
.agricultural labour, trade and other traditional occu
pations. 

The temple of Sri Rama, Bangaramma and 
Paradesamma with their images in human form, 
the gundams of Kanakasimhachalam Perantalu and 
Bala Simhachalam Perantalu the family deities, are 
the places of worship here. 

Gowramma Uthsavam is another festival cele
brated at the convenience of the villagers. The 
villagers arrange hurrakathas, Harikathas, Bhagava. 
tham and dramas. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri G. A. Satyanarayana, Teacher, Laki
dam. 

2. Sri Regulavalasa Sanyasi Suryanarayana, 
Teacher, Pollanki. 

36. Ramavaram-Situated at a distance of 4 
miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,616 and 
it is made up of Vaisya, K.oppala Velama, Ksha
triya, Sale, Sharabu, Yata Castes; Mala, Madiga 
Scheduled Castes people (198) and Yerukala Sche
duled Tribes people (13). The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temples of Rama and Rella Pydamma and 
Durgamma are the places 0 f worship in the village. 

Yellamma Jatara is celebrated for one day on 
Magha BahulaAmavasya (January-February). Jatara is 
celebrated from morning to the evening on that day. 
This is an ancient festival. The expenses of the 
festival are met from c011ecting contributions from 
the villagers. About 5,000 p~op\e of this and the 
neighbouring villagers congregate. A fair is held 
with about 200 shops. Foodstuff~, eatables, utensil. 
mirrors and combs, books and toys and fancy goods 
are sold. Cock· fighting, bhajans, dramas and 
hurrakathas afford entertainment. 

Gramadevathala Panduga is celebrated for 
one day on Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March-April). 
Naivedyam are offered. People observe jagaram in 
the night. This is an ancient festival. Local 
people of all castes participate. Prasadam is distri
buted and feasts are arranged. 

Kanakasimhachalam Tatra is celebrated for one 
day on the third day after Sankranti. Balasimha
chalam Yalra is celebrated on Mahasivaratri for one 
da y for the past 20 years. About 1,000 people con
gregate from this and the neighbouring village, 
such as Gantyada, Chandrampeta, Sripuram and 
Kotambilli. The expences are met by the member s 
of the respectiv~ families. 
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A fail' is held for one day each during both the 
festivals from 2.00 p. m. to 7.00 p. m. About 1,000 
people congregate from this village and the neigh. 
bouring villages. Foodstuffs, eatables, earthen uten
lill, mirrors and combs, books, clothes etc., are sold 
in the fair. Bhagavathams, dramas and burrakathas are 
the ulual entertainment programmes arranged for 
festivals. Over 2,000 people witness the progra
mmes. 

Bangaramma and Paradelamma festivals are 
celebrated in Chaitram (March-April) and Vaisa· 
kkam (April-May) for 3 days with local congregation. 
Tholelu on the first day, Anupu on the second day 
and sports and competitions on the third day are 
conducted. Fowls and sheep are sacrificed. Rela
tives, daughters and sons-in.law are invited for the 
festivals. Fl'asts are arranged. Dramas and burra
utluu are the entertainment progra~mes. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 9 days from 
Clutilra Suddha Padyami to Purnima (March-April) 
with local congregation. Puja is performed for 
these 9 days. Kalyanam is celebrated on the ninth 
day and procession in the night with music. Han
kathas are arranged to entertain people during the 
nights of these 9 days. Poor feeding is arranged on 
the last day. 

S(i)URCE: 1. Sri Jayanthi Sm Rama Murthy, Teacher, 
Ramavaram. 

2. Sri L. Kameswara Rao, Village Karnam, 
Ramavaram. 

37. Karakavalasa-Situated at a distance of 4 
miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 407 of the village is 
made up of several Hindu communities ~nd Mala, 
Madiga Scheduled Caste people (156). The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture and agri
cultural labour. 

Rella Pydamma temple, with Her image in 
human form and Rama temple are the places of 
worship in the vil1age. Yellamma is worshipped 
with no temple. 

Yellamma Sirlu Theertham is celebrated for one 
day on Phalguna Suddha Navami (Februarv-March) 

. from the origin of the village. About 5,000 people 
. congregate from this village and the neighbouring 
villages. Jatara is celebra ted (rom morning to the 
evening with a belief tha t it would bring happiness 
to the people of the village. The expenditure is met 
by raising collections of the villagers. 

A fair i. held for one day with about 600 .hops .. 
Foodstuffs, eatables, utensils, mirrors and combs,. 
book. and earthen toys are lold. Bhajans and cock
fightings entertain the pilgrims. 

Gramadevatka festival i. celebrated in Chaitram' 
(March-April) or Vaisakluun (April. May) according 
to their convenience. NaiDedyam is offered to the· 
deity. Plantains, coconuts, saffron and lumkum are· 
offered and animals are sacrificed near the temple._ 
Jagaram and bath in the nearby tank or well are the· 
domestic observances. Relatives are invited. This, 
is an ancient festival with local siKnificance. The 
expenses are met from the collections of the villa-· 
gers. Local people of all castes participate. The· 
pujaris belong to Adi-Andhra and Velama caste •. 
with hereditary rights. PrasaJam is distributed. 

SOURCE: Sri G. Sa~anarayana, Teacher, Ramavaram. 

38. Jaganoadhapuram-Situated at a distance' 
of 6 miles from Vizianagaram town and railway 
station. 

The total population of the village is 2,210 com
prising K8hatriya, Kapu, Devangu and Kamsali 
caltu, Mala, Madiga, Scheduled Castes people (197) 
and Scheduled Tribes people (13). The chief meana, 
of their livelihood are agriculture, carpentry" 
weaving and agricultural labour. 

The temples of Bangaramma deity and the: 
village deity Pydithalli with their images in human, 
form are the places of worship. 

Bangaramma Theertham is celebrated for a day' 
on 14th January in Pushyam (December-January). 
Fowll are sacrificed. Chalimidi and vadapappu are· 
offered. This is being celebrated for the past 15, 
years with local congregation of all castes. Erudu 
Theetrham is celebrated for a day on Mahasivaratri, 
i. e. Magha Bahula Chathurdafi (January-February) for 
the past 5 years with local congregation. Pujari is
a Kapu. 

Pydithalli Ammavari Jatara is celebrated for a day 
in Chaitram (Marcb-April) once in 10 years. 
according to their convenience. Fowls are sacrificed 
and chalimidi and vadapappu are offered. This is. 
an ancient festival. Local people of all communi
ties participate. Pujari is an Adi.Andhra. There is, 
free feeding. Prasad am is distributed . 

Perantalu Jatara is held for one day during day and" 
night for the past 20 years with nearly 1,000 devotees. 
of this village and the neighbouring villages viz., 
Jonnavalasa, Sarika and Rakoru. About 25 shopS;. 
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:tell catablet and rood stuffs. Lotteries, cockfightl 
. .and Harikatluu afford entertainment. 

Fa.ting, feasting and jagaram are the domestic 
'observance. on all fe.tive occasions. 

:SOURCE: 1. Sri K. A. &ma Raju, Teacher, Jonnavalasa. 

2. Sr; J. Suryanarayana Murthy, Headmaster_ 
Samithi School, Jonnavalasa. 

::39. Gel.van-Situated on the Vizianagaram
'Visakhapatnam line at a distance of 5 miles from 
Vizianagaram railway station. 

The total population of the village is 1,247 and 
-it is made up of Vaishnava, Viswa Brahmin, Man
gali, Chakali, Kapu etc., caBtes. The chief means 

·of their livelihood is agriculture. 

Venugopalaswamy temple with His image is the 
<only place of worship in the village. 

Venugopalaswamy Kalyanam is celebrated for 
S days from PhalgUM. Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (Feb
-ruary-March) with local congregation. Fruits and 
flowers are offered. Pujari is a Vaishnava with 
hereditary rights. All castes participate in the fes

,tivals of Durgalamma, Bangaramma and Pydithalli. 

Jagaram is observed on Mahasivaratri i. e., on 
Magka Bakula Chaturdasi (January~February). There 
il Annasantarpana on Nagula Chavi thi, Vinayaka Ckavitki. 
.and Sivaratri festival days. 

'SOURCE: Sri B. Appalaswamy Naidu, Chelavuru. 

-40. Vizianagaram-Is the divisional headquar
ters Town in Visakhapatnam District. It is an 
important business town and a railway junction on 
Madras-Calcutta and Raipur lines. Grand Trunk 
Road passes at a distance for 21 miles to the rail. 
way station. 

Vizianagaram was called 'Videsanagaram' in 
ancient times and was the capital of the kings of 
-Pusapati family. Formerly they lived in Kumili 
fort which is very near to this town. Dankesh 
Mahabub Valli was doing penance in the forest of 
Vizianagaram. There is a popular story of the dogs 
<If the Rajas of Vizianagaram which were pursued 
by hares, when they came for hunting to this forest 
along with the Raja. The same story is said about 
Hampi Vijayanagaram and this Vizianagaram 
'resembles it in several respects. The kings construc
'ted a strong fort here on the advice of Mababub 
Valli who was doing penance in that forest. Vizia-

nagara Rajas' are well known for their patronage of 
pocts and other finc arts even from the 16th century • 
The kings of Gajapathi dynasty constructed a fort 
here after registering victory over Bobbili, Kumili. 
Ranaltalam and Padmanabham and in commemo
ration thereof named the place as Vizianagaram; 
(vjjaya means victory). It is also said that this il 

the seat of learning (CS~CSSb ~o~o) - Saraswati 

Nilayam and therefore called 'Vidyanagaram· 
which later changed into 'Vizianagaram-. 

The total population of the town is 76,808 and 
is made up of the following communities: Ca Ite 
Hindus- Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kshatriya., Vadla, 
Kammaras, Chakalis, Mangalis, Kamsalis; Schedu
led Castes (7,842 persons)-Malas, Madigas; Schedu. 
led Tribes (205 perioDS); Christians and Muslims .. 
The chief means of livelihood of the residents arc 
agriculture, agricultural labour, trade employment 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of the town are of Jagannadha
swamy, Anjaneyaswamy, Rama \2 temples), Siva 
(2 temples), Subrahmanyaswamy, Kanyakaparame
swari, Muthyalamma Ammavaru, Venkateswara. 
Satyanarayana Swamy, Navagrahas and Pydithalli 
Ammavaru. For Pydithalli there ale two temple., 
one in the centre of this town in the Kasha hazar and 
the other near the railway station. In the first temple 
there is the wooden image of Ammavaru and thirty 
small wooden idols. In the temple at the Railway 
Station, the deity is represented in a stone image, 
besides 30 wooden images. 15 ghatams (pots decora
ted with saffron, kumkum vibhutki and flowers) are 
kept near the deity and they are lo::>ked on as images 
of some satellite deities. The ghatams are taken out 
into the town in procession. 

The Siva temple is in a dilapidated condition. 
Jagannadhaswamy image is in human form without 
hands and legs. There is a stone Sivalingam in Siva 
temple. The coronation picture of Rama adorns the 
Rama temple. SubrahJ;Ilanyeswaraswamy's image 
is in human form. Kanyakaparameswari is in 
female form. Image of Muthyalamma is of 8 feet 
height in human form with 8 bands. Pydithalli 
Ammavaru is the village deity and is symoblised in a 
wooden image. Anjaneyaswamy is also worShipped. 
Muthyalamma temple with Her image of 8 feet 
height having 8 hands, was constructed on 14-8-'52, 
(Sapthami, Thursday) by Sri Maddala Appala
Bwamy Naidu. The temple was constructed by him 
as per the instructions of the Goddess who appeared 
in his dream. Eswara is a stone Sivalingam. There 
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are churches and mosques for Christian and 
Muslim devotees. ,A tomb was constructed over the 
place where Mahaboob Vali died. Hindu and 
Muslim devotees offer worship on every Friday. 

Prior to the abolishion of Zamindaris, the 
Maharaja of Vizianagaram used to contribute lump 
some amounts towards Pydithalli Uthsavam. This 
uthsavam, still has its importance though it is not cele~ 
brated on so grand a scale as in the past. The 
Raja's family are great devotees of female 
deities and they claim Kanakadurga to be their 

(e;,l);;$~~) adapaduchu (girl borne in the family). 

They take great interest in the worship and festival 
of all local female deities and particularly of Pydi. 
thallamma. Her festival commences on Vaisakha 
Suddha Purmma (April-May) when two ghatams are 
brought in procession from the temple near the 
railway station to the one at the centre of the town. 
The ghatams and the image at the temple are wor
shipped for 5 months. Devotees visit the temple 
once during the five months according to their con
venience and discharge Iheir vows made during the 
year. After worship, they offer fruits, clothes, gold 

• and silver eyes, gold pusthis (marriage lockets). 
There is a stream of such devotees day and night 
during this period. After 5 months, the ghatams are 
taken back to the temple at the railway station and 
this forms the regular !.thsavam on a Monday and a 
Tuesday at the Emd of the 5 months. Pulivesham 
(disguise as tiger) and several other disguises, dance, 
music and 'fire works on a great scale mark the 
procession. Paladhara is one of the functions (palu 
is milk). A pot of milk carried by the pujari and 
the ghatams are taken round the fort with music. 
The ghatams are also taken to the palace 
three times in procession during the festival 
and on the final occasion kumbham is offered 
as naivedyam in the palace. A heap of cooked 
rice, gingelly, 10 drumstick leaves, cakes, vadas 
et c., are offered to the ghatams with incense. The 
kumbham is then distributed to the lervants of the 
Ammavaru, mainly such as those that do service dur
ing the 5 months and particularly during the pro
cessions and pujas on the last two days. On Tue~. 
day night the ghatams start back to the temple at the 
railway station by 9 p. m., and the function closes 
at about 3 or 4 a, m. when the ghatams are restored 
to the original place. This is a very ancient festi
val attracting several people from the neighbouring 
tal uks, The patrons are the Maharajas of Vijaya
nagaram and under their supervision, a committee 
and an Executive Officer of the Andhra Pradesh 

Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments Board> 
manage the festival. The Maharaja now contributes:. 
Rs. 600/- and the rest is borne by the public •. 
Daily visitors during., the 5 months range between 
one thousand to two thousand and the total congre
gation is estimated to exceed a couple of lakhs. All: 
the streets of the town are over crowded with 
friends and relatives invited for the festival by the 
people of the town. The festival actually costs the 
residents some lakhs of rupees because of its impor· 
tance. Special police bandobust is arranged on. 
Monday and Tuesday. All Hindus and several' 
hundreds of Christians take part in the festival. 
The pujari is a Harijan (Madiga). The pujari's 
family and several servants of the temple have inams; 
and hereditary rights. The offerings go to the 
pujari. Except at the palace where kumbham is di8-
tributed, there is no distribution of prasadam. 

Generally the outsiders stay with their friends, 
or relatives and some return home for the night. 
Additional hotels and coffee houses are run for a 
week before the close of the festival. Several shops 
sell fancy goods near the temple and on the wa~
to the palace . 

Jagannathaswamy Rathothsavam is celebrated for 
10 days from Ashadha Suddha Vidiya to Ekadasi (June
July) for the past 160 years with 2,000 congregation 
from this and the neighbouring villages. Lord, 
Jagannadha Swamy goes out for entertainment on 
Vidiya with Subradra Devi and Balarama for 10, 
days and returns on Ekadasi. He leaves Lakshmi 
Devi there itself. Lakshmi Devi breaks the nail of 
the chariot. The uthsavam is celebrated in this 
period throughout the district. Puja is per.formed 
according to the Vaishnava customs. FrUlts and 
flowers are offered. Only Hindu devotees partici
pate. The pujari is a Brahmin. The Maharajas of' 
Vizianagaram are the patrons. On the first day, 
yatra is celebrated for 3 or 4 hours near Kanyaka-
parameswari temple. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival on· 
Vidiya and Ekadasi for two days. Eatables, toys 
cocoanuts and plantains are sold. About 2,000, 
people congreagt~. Foodstuffs, utensils, mirrors and 
combs, books and pictures are also sold. 

Gowramma festival is celebrated for 30 days, 
with local congregation during Bhadrapadam (August
September) ,or Karthikam (October-Novem?er). It 
is confined to ladies. Paddy plant and NandI (Sacred 
bull) are carried by ladies in procession around the: 
town. All Hindus participate. 



Plate XXI. Kanyakaparameswari temple, Vizianagaram. 

(Sl. No. 40, Vizianagaram Taluk , p. 161.) 



Plate XXII. Sri Rama temple, Ramathirthalu. 

( Sl. No. 73, V;zianagaram Taluk, p. 172.) 
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Siva 1 puja it " cdcbrated on SiN"'ri i. I., on 
Mag"" Ba""" CMtllrdasi (January ... Ftbruary) in Siva 
trmple for Sclay. with local congresation . .J.IJk;IIItkanu 
and puja. are perlbrmt4. Mornins puja. are celehf'
a.ted durihl the month of Karl1tikllm' {October-Novem
)t~}. Only Hiom. devotea participate. )agorDm 
.nd falting are the domestic obEenancel. The trus
:ees celebrate the festival. , 

sri"iiM"IJ Nav(ltni is celebrated for 9 ~ays from 
r:luJitra Saddha, NO:Dam; with local congregation. Pujas 
kte performed. This is the bir~ day of Rama. His 
IlOronatioo is celebrated on this day after kilJillg the 
.tJkswas and Baving t#lJdtkas. ,The trustees celebrate 
the ulksaoam. • I 

\ Subrahhzan,1lJ Sk'¥,; is C('lebrate4, (o~ 8 ~,.t from 
M.~gasira, SuddluJ Sltasti (NovelPt.ter..o.~) with 
lo~1 cdDgr~latioD~ ~aj~l pujla ere performed. 
HtJr,ld,fuu afForci nter.iJamest. Only Hindu devo
~~~ •• e~<,~. 

':Kanyikap..ramCIWari birth day festival is 
~Jtbrated ,on ]aisllta .$uddlra D.sQ",i tMay-June) for 
~e day with local Congregation for the Palt 79 
yeafl. ThiJ is main.Jy codned to the VaiJya 
community. '. The historicalstolY says that Vishnu_ 
vardhana Maharaja wall attractfd by Kanyakapara
meawari'. ,~aqty and wantfd to marry her. With 
the fcar ofdesradation ofthi! caste but tbey agree for 
the marriale. 102 gotrams tntered Agnigundam (fire pits) 
a •• hh.ey are called AryaVaiayas. Theiremaining 600 
are'calkd Kalimi Vaiayas. She is tbe worshipping 
de,jty of Vaisyas. UtluaUilm is cele~rated on PUlhYIl 
~~'" .J.mllVllsJa (December-Janpary). Devi "afJ~ra'h-' 
,.. are celebrated for 9 days in ASfJijam (Septembu
October). Abhislleloms are performed during Tuesdays 
.. d Fridays of SraVilna month. Saffron, kumkum and . ~" , 

.rtu are ctl'end to Her on 'Tuesdays during the 
Mllrgasira month. The patrons are Vaisyas and puj~ri 
i. a Brahmj" of Kasyapa gouom with hereditary 
rights. Only lIindus paricipate. ' 

}d u~hYJlJa1Dmayari Uths.v,m is celebrated for 5 
~hn"" '('om Supday to Thurfday cODlmfncing on 
pi.},."" SlJptMni or. DlJs.mi (Frbruary-:-March). 

1 , . ',,:. ~ { • I, 'I . .' 

).ifulh~.hir~. af~~rc~ io a ore"m t.o Sri Maddala 
AppalalwfDlY Naid~ 8Ild ord~rrd hlID to celrbrate 

a frstival ner,}, year. T~is i. beIng cdebratrd for the 
past 19 Yfars.' Ari?ngnncntB au ma4e 5 day. in 
.cdvancC'. Burroleldos, dramas and Hllri .. ,ktu afford 
,ntertaiIi mt nt. There is free feeding; Pr4SIJdom is 
~lltribut(cj. Fr~ils and flO~18 aro Qffertd to the 
•• '1: All caattS p~Hicipate. ,,"v AfpfI •. ,Swamy 
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Naidu of GAur. calte belongin.· to the Pydipa'g,,,.,,. .it the patron. Sri M.dda.' Satya ".0 of 
Gavara catte i. the p.jtlri. Pandals are ereci~d for 
the uW.a ... Vilitorl.tay for two day.. " 

A fair is held for 5 day. duriDI nights and 
dayt. Nearly 5 thoutand people trom this and the 
neighbouring tahih of the district congregate. Food
stuffs, eatables and earthen toy. are sold. 

Merry.go.rounds, dramail, Ha,ikathos, Blw.glllJa
IMmJ, fancy dre.8C~ etc., entertain the visitors. About 
Rs. 10,000/- were .pent for construction of the tem
ple. There i. a belief among the villagen that the 
deity would protect the people from epidemiCi. 

E.wan aad VeakateawarB Ka(1a_' are cele
brated f",5 day. from y.u..tU' &144M Ebdasi to 
Prmti .. (April.w.-,) for' the p .. t 60 yean under the 
manqelDent of ViziaDapraSau~ with local 
congreption. p,aMtl_ is di.tributed~·Frujts, flowed 
and cocoanuts are offend to the delty. A Srivai
shnava in Venkatelwara temple an,d a Brabmin in 
Siva temple are the j,.jaris with hereditary ri.hU. 
Only Hindu devotre, participate. 

Gramat/nJallta UtllSalJam is celtbrated for 2 days on 
Mondays and Tuesdays before AsrJija Purnima (Srpt
ember-October) for the past over 60 yearl. Arrange
ments for tbe festival are made one day in advance. 
Fowls, gpats and sheep arc sacrificed to the deity. 
The pujari goes out in procession sitting upon suri. 
manu (a loog wooden post alantly erected 00 a cartn 
Fruits, vadllpappu and clothes are offered to the deity. 
Maharaja of Vjzianagaram il the patron and a Reddy 
is the pujar; with hereditary rights. All caStes parti
pate. ]Ilgaram, fasting and fealting are observed. 

A fair i. beld for one day, People of the nejlh • 
bouring villages congtegate. Foodstuffs, eatable., 
mirrors and combs, pictures, earthen toys etc., arc 
sold. 

HanumanjaJanthi i. celebrated for 3 days from 
Vaisakha BaAula Dasami (April-May) with local cong
regation from ancient times under the management 
of the Endowment Board. Sri Rama Ea!yanllm is 
celebrated for 5 days from MoghlJ Sutldha Ekodosi 
(January-FebJl,Jary). Daily puja is performed. 
Prasadam is distributed. Fruits and ~owrrs are 
offered. Pujari is a Brahmin with heredi tary rigbts~ 
Only Hindus partici'pat~t 

Sri Babakhadar Vali Urs is celebrattd in Shohban 
month (De~e.berl-JanUa",) io .udory of tbe laint • 
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Hindu. and Muslims participate without any dis
,tinction of caste ()r creed. 'Free feeding is arranged. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Muddu Sri - Ramo Sasfri, Headmo5ter, 
Cherinipalle St., Vizianagaram. 

2. Sri B. H. Narasinga Rao, Teac/ur, M. H. 
Eie. School, Contonment. 

3. Sri KUTmadas Lakshama Rao, Drawing 
Master, M. H. School, Cantonment. 

4. Sri D. Satyanarayana Roo, Headmaster, 
Saraswathi Spl. Mpl. El,. School, Bandada. 

5. Sri Tumarada SatyClnarayana, Teacher, 
[(othapeta. 

6. Sri Maddala China Appala Swami Naidu, 
Village MunsijJ, Vizianagaram. 

7. Sri T. Rama Roo, 1(. M. Kancherlavf1ri 
Spl. Mpl. Ele. School.' 

8. Sri V. Narasimha Murty, Teacher, Kan
cherlavari Spl. Mpl. Ele. School. 

9. Sri N. Byragi Raju, Teacher, Elementary 
School, Spl. Municipal Raja Barar. 

10. Sri Nistala Venkato Roo, Municipal Efe. 
School, Amanchivari Veedhi. 

11. Sri P. V. Raja Gopala Chari, Koorallavari 
Street, Kothapeta. 

12. Sri Peesapati ~'ri Venkateswarlu, Teacher, 
Spl. Mpt. Kancharlavari School. 

13. Sri N. V. Rama Rao, Teacher, M. H. 
School, Kaspa. 

14. Sri P. V. Rama Murthy Raju, Teacher, 
Municipal Junior Basic School. 

15. Sri Uppala Venkata Rao, Senior Drawing 
Teacher, M. H School. 

J6. Sri P Sanyasi Lingam, Teacher, Sri Rama 
Barijan Spl. Ele. School, Tuppili St. 

17. Sri P. V. Narasimha Murthy, Ragula 
Municipal Ele. School, Dasannapeta. 

18. Sri L. Ch. Lippala Swami, Teacher, Sri 
Ananda Gajapati spt. MPI. Elc. School. 

19. Sri Donkada Surya Prakasa Rao, Head 
Mas'", Dasannapeta, Vi;:.ianagaram. 

20. Sri Andhra Patrika, Wlirkly, dated 
24-10-1962. 

21. Sri A.dditional in/t,rmation ,athered by Sri 
. M. K. Nagappa, RlSI!arc~ Assistant for 
Fairs and Festivals and 

22. Sri Ch. Purnachandra Rao, Economic investi-
gator, Cenrus Department, Hyderabad. 

41. Dharmapuri-Situated ~n the Vizianagaram .. 
Bheemunipatnam road at a distance of 2 miles from 
Vizianagaram Railway Station. 

The total popUlation of the viIJage is 2, 355 and 
it is made up of Brahmin,. Sale, Jangam, Kamsali. 
Kapu, Telaga, Chakali, Mangali etc., ca~tes; Sched
uled Castes pepple (70) and Muilims. The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultu
rallabour and employment. 

Kanaka Durga temple with Her image in female 
form with four hands is the place of worship. 

Kanaka Durga Uthsauam is celebrated for') days 
from Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April). Saffron. 
kumkum and naivedyams are offered to the deity. This 
is being celebrated for the past 12 years. People of 
all communities of this and the neighbouring villa
ges participate. Simma Appala Swamy of Yatha 
community is the pujari with hereditary rights. 

i 
A fair is held (or 3 days inrront of the temple. 

Eatables are sold. Burrakathas, dramas, Harikathas, 
Bhagavathams etc., entertain the visitors. 

SOURCE: Sri. D. V. Ramana, Headmaster, Special Ele
mentary School, DhaTmapuri. 

42. Gajolarega-Situated on the Vizianagaram
Bobbili trunk road at a diJtance of 1 mile' from 
Vizianagaram railway station. As bangles used to 
be manufactured in this village it is called 'Gajula 
Rega' (gajula means bangles). 

The total population of the village is 5,130 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Telaga, Sharabu, 
Sale; Mala and Madiga Scheduled castes people 
(933) and Scheduled Trib~s (8 persons). The chief 
mean. of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
turallabour, trade, carpentry and other traditional 

occupations. 

The places of worship in the village are the 
temples of Muthyalamm'l with Her image in human 
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form to the south of the village, Bangaramma and 
Rama. 

Muthyalamma festival is celebrated on Chailra 
Suddha Vidiya (March-April). The announcement is 
made one day in advance i. e., on Chaitra Suddha 
Padyo.mi. The residents of Vtzianagaram wor~hip 
tbi. deity with great belief. Thursday is the favou
rite day for this deity. Fowls, goats and sheep are 
sacrificed and fruits, flowers and sarees are offered. 
This is being celebrated for the past 60 years and is 
confined to the local congregation. The villagers 
are the patrons. All Hindu devotees participate. 
There is no specific pujari. 

Daily pujas are offered in Sri Rama temple and 
uthsavam is celebrated on Chaitra Buddha Purnima 
(March-April). Jagaram is observed on Sivaratri. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Satyaoorayana, Ikadmaster, Samithi 
Junior Basic School, Gajularega. 

43. Rollavaka-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Garudabilli Railway 5tation and 5 miles from _ 
Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 338 and it 
is multi-ethnic in composition consisting of Caste 
Hindus and Scheduled Castes (24 persons). The 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture and 
agricultural1abour. 

Village deity Bangaramma represented by a 
neem tree to the east of the village is worshipped. 

Ballgaramma Panduga is celebrated for 2 days 
from the Tuesday before Chaitra Suddha Purnima 
(March-April). Saffron, kumkum, fruits, flowers, 
clothes and naivedyam are offered and animals are 
sacrificed to the deity. This is ninety years old 
local festival celebrated wi th the co-operation of the 
villagers of all communities. Pujari is a Yadava of 
Nagali gotram. 

SOURCE: Sri Mamidi Sankaram, Rollovaka. 

4.. KODdavelagada-Situated at a distance of 5 
miles from Nellimarla Railway Station and about 
7 miles from Vizianagaram by road. 

The total population of the vdlage is 2,944 and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Kshatriya, Kapu, Sale, 
Chakali, Reddy etc., castes; Scheduled Castes (241 
persons) and Scheduled Tribes (7 penons). The 
chief· means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural aud casual labour and other traditional 
occupations. 

Pydithalli temple with Her stone image in 
female form is the only place of worship here. 

Pydithalli Ammavari Panduga is celebrated on the 
Tuesday immediately before or after Chaitra Suddh4 
Purnima (March-April). A he-buffalo used to be 
sacrificed till 1952. But now it is stopped and once 
in 2 years fowls and sheep are sacrificed by the 
devotees at their bouses only. This:is being celebrated 
for the past over 150 years with local significance. 
There is a committee to arrange the festival. Local 
people of all communities, without any distinction 
of caste and creed, participate. Pujari is a Kapu with 
heriditary rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Joga Roo, Teacher, Ele. School, Konda-
velagada. 

45. Buradapeta-Situated at a distance of 4 miles 
from Nellimara village and 13 miles from Vizia. 
nagaram. 

The total population of the village is l,881 and 
it is made up of the following communities; Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Yadava, Sale and 
Yatha, Mala and Madiga Scheduled Castes' people 
(41). The chief means of their livelihood are agricul. 
ture, sheep rearing, jute fibre preparing and casual 
labour. 

The places of worship in the villa ge are the 
temples of Siva, Rama, Rajyalakshmamma, Bhulo
kamma, and village deity Chamalamma with Her 
stone image in human form. 

Chamalamma Panduga is celebrated for 10 days 
in Chaitram (March-April) or Vaisakham (April-May), 
generally during bright fortnight. Sheep, fowls and 
goats are sacrificed. Jagarams are oblel'ved by the 
villagers. Relatives and friends are invited for the 
festival. This is an ancient local festival. All Hindus 
of the village participate. 

Fasting is observed and Sivaradhana is performed 
on Sivaratri day i. e., on Magha Bahlila Chaturdasi 
(January-February). Rajyalakshmamma festival js 

another celebration in Pa1,unam (February-March) 
or Chaitram (March-April). 

SOURCE: J. Sri P. Venkata Jogo Bao, Village Munsij, 
Buradapeta .. 

2. Sri N. V. S. Sitharamaiah, Village Karanam, 
Buradapeta. 

46. Nelivada-Situated at a distance of I mile 
from Garudabilli Railway Station and 7 miles from 
Vtzianagaram. 
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Total population of 1,509 of the village comp
rises Kshatriya, Kaput Telaga, Golla caBtes and 
Mila and M~diga Scheduled. Castes, people (217). 
The chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

YeUamma temple in the Adi-Andhra habitat, 
Vishnu temple with stone image of Adi Vishnu and 
L'lkshmi and bras! procession images of Rama, 
Seetha, Lakshmana and Anjaneya and Siva temple 
with a stone Sivalingam, stone images of Parvathi and 
Nandi, brass procession images of Eswara and 
Parvathi are the places of worship here. 

Sri Seetha Rama Kalyatlam is celebrated for 7 
days from Chaitra Suddha Navami to Purnima (March
April). Kalyanam is celebrated on Chaitra Suddha 
Ekadasi (March-April). This is of local significance. 

Parvathi Kalyana Uthsavam is celebrated for 5 
days from Vaisakha Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (April
M~y). This is over 100 years c}ld festival. Only 
Hindu devotees participate. Prasadam is distributed 
to all devotees. 

Sirlu Pothanna and Yellamma Jatara is celebra
ted for one day on Phalguna Suddha Navami or Dasami 
(February-March) during Mrugasira Nakshatram. 
Jatara is celebrated from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. The pujari 
goel round the village and the neighbouring vill
age with music to inform the day of celebration of 
the fair and collect rice and other rt':quired mate
rials, what is collectively called "the Joguwandu". 
This is an ancient festival and confined to Harijan 
(Mala and Madiga) community. The deity owns 5 
acres of wet land and an acre of dry land given by 
Vizianagara Raja as inam land. About 1,000 people 
congregate from this and the neighbouring villages 
such al Tekkali, Karethanu, Billalavalasa, Garuda
billi, Ambativalasa, Rollavaka and Chandramma-, 
peta. Pujari belongs to either Mala or Madiga caste 
and enjoys the inam land. 

A fair is held in this connection. A few shops 
are kept with eatables and foodstuffs. 

SouRoa: 1. Sri 1. Nararimhamurthy, Teacher, Ele
mentary School, Gajapathinagaram. 

2. Sri M. Raman, Teacher, Special Samithi 
Elementary School, Nelivada. 

47. Sitharampuram- Situated at a distance of 4 
,miles (rom Gajapatbinagaram Railway Station by 
,cart route. Seeth{iramamm3., wife of V izianagaram 
.M~b3.raj 1 had given this village as a gift to Brahmins 
.and hence it is named after the queen. 

The total population oCthe village is 1,016 
made up of Brahmin, G1.jula K\\Pll, Pdd ml S:11e 
Viswa Brahmin, Cbakali, MlOg.11i etc., castes anel 
Scheduled Castes' people (79). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Anjaneya Swamy temple is the place of worship 
in the village. Gramatkvatha, is worshipped with 
Her image in human form with no temple. 

Gramadevatha UthsaviJm is celebrated in Vaisa
kham (April-May) or Jairhlafll (May-June) according 
to their convenience. Fowls and goats are sacrificed 
to the deity from the evening to the night on that 
day. Feasts, fancy dresses, jagaram and fasting 
are the domestic observances. This is an ancient 
festival confined to this village. Local people of all 
commuDltIes participate. Pujari is Nadupuri 
Surayya of Nagalla golram with hereditary rights. 

Uthsavam is celebrated on the Telugu New 
rear's Day i. e., on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March. 
April) in Anjaneya Swamy temple. Panchangam 
(ulmlnac) is read on that day, and the New Year's 
prospects are foretold. tfbhish~kams are performed 
to the Lord on Plaalguna Bahula tfmavasya (February-:, 
March). 

SOURCE: Sri K. Appa Rao, Teacher, Spl. Ele. School, 
Logisa. 

; 
48. Parasam-Situated at a distance of about 5 
miles from Bondapalle Railway Station and about 
II miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total popula tion of the village is 1,078 and 
it is made up of Kapu, P4dmi Sale etc., castes and 
Adi-Andhra Scheduled Cute (72 persons). The 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultu
ral labour and weaving. 

Pydithalli Ammavari temple with Her stone 
image in the form of a deity is the only place of 
worship. Bangaramma, Muthyalamm~ and Marid
aroma are als) worshipped in the village. 

Pydithalli Ammavari Panduga is celebrated for 
8 days in tfsvijam (Sept~mber-October) with the 
belier that the deity would protect the people and 
animals from the diseases and natural caiamitici 
of all kinds. In the night of Ammavari Anupu, 
fowls and animals are- sacrificed to the deity. The 
villagers invite their friends and relatives and arra
ng~ dinners and free feeding. During the la8t 3 days -
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-of the panduga, people ob3erve fasting and arrange 
dinners.. This is an ancient festival confined to the 
·village. Villagers are the patrons. Local people 
-of all communities with out any distinction of caste 
or creed participate. Pujari is a Kapu of NagaIi 
.gotram with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri Polaki Sanyasappanna, Headmaster, Para· 
sam. 

49. Nadaparu- Situated at a distance ofabout 12 
miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,155 and 
it is made up of the following communities-Caste 
Hindus-Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Telaga; 
Sale, Kammari, Kummari, KamsaH, Mansali, Cha
bli; Mala, Madiga Scheduled Calt.ea' people (260). 
The chief meanl of their livelihood are agriculture, 
.asricultural labour and other traditionaloccupa
tiona. 

Pydithalli temple with Her stone image is the 
<)nl, place of worship here. 

Pyditballamma Devatha Uthsavam is celebrated 
in Vaisakham (April-May) for 8 days according 
to their convenience. This festival is celebrated lor 
the welfare of the people. Animals are sacrificed 
near the temple during nights. This is an ancient 
feltival confined, to this and the neighbouring villa. 
gel. Kapus are th.e patroons. People of all castes 
(rom this and the nearby villages congregate. Pujari 
it a Kapu of NagaIi gotram with hereditary rights. 

From ancient times a fair is held for 3 days in 
connection with this festival. People of the neigh
bouring villages also congregate. About 50 shops 
lell food materials, eatables, utensils, mirrors and 
combs, clothes and toys. The pilgrims of the neigh
bouring villages Ita y for one da y. 

Bhagavathams, Harikathar, Bhajans and dram18 
entertain the visitors. 

SOURCE. I. Sri K. Narayana, Teacher, Parasam. 

2. Sr~ P. Suryanarayana, Teacher, Nadupuru. 

SO. Keagava ,Agraharam-Situated at a distance 
of 7 miles from Gajapathinagaram Railway Station 
and 18 mile. from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,538 and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Srishti Karnam, 
Padma Sale, Kapu, Yadava, KamsaIi, Vadrangi, 
Cbakali, M,mgali etc., castes and Mala, Barika, 

, . 
Relli Scheduled Castes' people (344). The chief 
means of their liveliho·')d are agriculture, agric;ultu. 
rallabour, sheep rearing and traditional occupa
tions. 

Gramadevatha is worshipped in the form of a 
sulam (trident) in the vanam 4 furlongs away from 
the village. 

Gramadevatha Uthsavam is celebrated for ono 
week in Chaitram (March-April) once in S years. 
Fowls and sheep are S!lcrificed to the deity on tho 
evening of the uthsavam day. Fasting and jagaram 
r.re the domestio observances. This is an ancient 
local festival. The poltron belongs to Kapu caste. 
People of all local castes participate. Pujaris are 
Sarva Sri Burle Papanna, Ramulappadu and Jammu
Appadu of NagaIi ,otTom and Kapu calte with here
ditary rights. Bhagavathams afford entertainment • 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Velpuri Lakshmi Narasimham, Villag. 
Karnam, Kenguva Agraharam. 

2. Loch!lrla Chakrapani, Headmaster, Spl. 
Samithi Ele. School, Kenguva Agraharam. 

51. Lopsa Agralaaram - Situted at a distance 
of 5 miles from Gajapolthinagaram Railway Station 
and 18 miles from Vizianagaram. . 

The total population of the village is 1,285 and 
it is made up of the following communities: Ca ste 
Hindus -Brahmin, Vaisya, Kummari, Gajula Kapu, 
etc., Mala Scheduled C'lste (56 persons) and Sche
duled Tribes (18 persons). Toe chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, pottery an~ other 
traditional occupations. 

Sri Ram'llingeswara Swamy temple and Sri 
Rama temple are the phces of worship. The im'lge 
of Gramadevatha in human form is worshipped in a 
vanam ... furlongs from the village. 

Gramadevalha uthfavam is celebrated for one week 
in Vaisakham (April-May) once in 3 years. Fowls 
and sheep are sacrificed to the d ::itv on the evening 
of the uthsavam day. Fclstillg and jzgarairn are the 
common domestic observances. Th is is of ancient 
origin. The patron is a Kapu People of all com
munities of the village participate. Pujaris are 
Logisa Ram3nna and Pentamma, KlipUS of Nagali 
gotram with hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri A. V. Kam~swar(J Roo, Village M"nsi.ff~ 
lA,isa Agraharam. 
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52. T~mika.,.ne Agraharam":""'Situated at a 
distance :of 5 miles from Gajapathinagaram Railway 
Station and J8 milel from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,201 and 
it is made up of Vaisya, Gajula Kapu, Yadava, 
Sristi Karnam etc., castes and Mala and Madiga 
Scheduled Castes people (77). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture and sheep rearing. 

The temples of Sri Sangameswara Swamy, Sri 
R&ma and Gramadevatha with Her images in human 
ferm are the places of worship. 

Sri Sangameswara Swamy Uthsavam is celebrated 
for a day on Magha Bahula Chaturdasi (January'" 
February). Arrangements are made 5 days in 
advance. This is an ancient celebration with local 
~jgnificance. There is free feeding and prasadam 
is distributed to all. 

\ 
Gramadevatha festival is celebrated for a week in 

Phalgunam (February-March) once in 3 years accor
ding to the convenience of the villagers. This is an 
ancient festival confined to the local congregation. 
Fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deity on the 
evening of the uthsavom day. Jagaram and feasting 
are commonly observed by the villagers. PatroDi 
are Kapus. Local people of all communities parti
cipate. Pujari is Sri Sattara Rama Naidu, a Kapu 
of Nagali gotram with hereditary rights. 

SQURCE : 1. Sri Pappu Sastrulu, Tumrnikapalli Agra
karam. 

2. Sri B. Rama Murthy, Tummikapalli Agraharam. 

53. JlallBm Agraharam-Situated at a distance 
of 7 miles from Gajapathinagaram railway station 
and about 16 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total popUlation of 1,271 of the village is 
made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Sale, 
Kamsali, Golla, Kammari, Kummari, Vadrangi, 
Mangali, Chakali castes; Mala and Madiga Sche
duled Castes (179 persons). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture and agricultural 
labour, casual labour and oth('f traditional occu
pations. 

Tbe temples of Sri. Venkateswara, the village 
d~itiel PydithalJi, Maridamma, Bangaramma, 

. Durgalamma and Nukalamma, and two Rama 
Mandirs with the Lords' pictures are the places of 

'Worship here. 

Lord Venkatcswara Kalyanam for 6 days in. 
Phalgutldm (February-March) and Srj /lama Navamf 
feltival in Ckaitram (March-April) a~e celebrated 
in the temples of the Lords. 

Ammavari Panduga il celebrated throughout the
month Chaitram (March-April). 

Maridamma and Durgalamma Ushsavams in. 
Srav.nam (July-August), Bangaramma Uthsavam in 
Ashadam (June-July) and Nukalamma Panduga in 
Asvijam (September-October) ,arc the other festivals. 
of the village each celebrated for 3 days. Naivedyam-_ 
is offered to the deities. These arc ancient local
celebrations. People of all castes participate. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri M. V. R. Acharyulu. Jinnam Agra
haram. 

2. Sri S. Venkata Narsimha Chayulu,. 
Village Karnum, Jtnnam Agraharam. 

Sf. Ramaaaapeta Agraharam-Situated at a. 
diltance of 7 miles from Gajapathinagaram Railway
Station and about 17 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 817. It is.
multi-ethnic in composition consilting of Hind\) 
castes; and Relli, Bariki Scheduled Castes people
(219). The chief means of their livelihood arec 
agriculture and agricultural labour. 

; 
Ammathalli temple with Her wooden image and 

Bangaramma temple are the places of worship in the
village. Vanamalamma and NalJamaremma arc: 
wonhipped under trees, 

Ammathalli Panduga is celebrated for a week from. 
Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March-April). Offerings ar~ 
made and naivedYflms are offered at the houses. Local 
people of all communities participate. Pujari has-, 
hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Srj Sa7lpaka Appala Narasimham, Village> 
Headmatl, Ramannapeta Agraharam. 

55. Raagupuram Agraharam- Situated at a dis· 
tance of 8 miles from Gajapathinllgaram RailwaY' 
Station and 18 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 271 and it 
is made up of Kapu, Chakali, Mangali etc., cal tea. 
and Adi·Andhra Scheduled Castel (42 peJlonl). Th~ 
chief means of their livelihood are agriculture an" 
agricultural hlbour. 
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Pydltb'lttli "is worshipped in the form of wooden 
images; 

~. ;;;~alli Ammavari Panduga is celebrated for 7 
....".1roIA.Claitra SuddhaPumima (March-April) from 
__ to titbe. with local congregation. Offerings 
'.......... Local people of all communities partiti-
... ~. Pwjcri bas hereditary rights. . . 

;!~',.A.f~ sbops are kept with eatables. 

:$;lnlCB: Sri P. Appala Narasinga Rao, Village Head
man, Rangupuram tfgraharam. 

'S6. Peaubarthi- Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
from Garividi Railway Station and about 13 miles 
from Vizianagaram. 

.. ' .T~~ ~ot~l,. p'op~atio~ ,of .l,~l~., ?r.~~:f,!.Jage.~ 

.~ ~~ ?rg~~liIb~? Val.!,Ya, K~~u! ~akah~ ~l\~ 
pU, ~m'ab. GoDil, Padma Sale castes and Scher 
~ Cutea (92 ~rsonl). The chief means oftbeir 
~ f~[e ~gricultur~, agricultural labo~r and 
~'~adltlonaI occupatIons . 
. !'-IP', "} .. . 

"; .. ; ifhe villag~ deities Muthyalamma, Bangara'Inma 
~nd'Pydithalli are worshipped in the form of wood
-ell images. 

Muthyalamma Panduga is celebrated for 3 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Vidiya (March-April), (Pydithalli 
fCttival f~ 3 days in Asvijam (September-October) 
..... Bangararoma festival once in 3 years are cele
brated. Plantains, chalimidi and vadapappu are offered, 
fowls and sheep are sacrificed to the deities. People 
'Observe fasting. Th(:se festivals are of ancient 
'Origin and confined to the village only. There is 
110 spacific pujari. 

SOURCE: Sri T. Krishna Murthy, Village Headman; 
Penubarthi. 

S7. Chintapallipeta - Situated at a diltance of 
2 furlongs from Garividi Railway Station and 14 
miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 927 of the village is 
made up of Kapu and a few people of other castes 
and Scheduled Castes (35 persons). The chief means 
'Of their livelihood are agriculture and agricultural 
!abour. 

The temples of Pydi thalli and Bangaramma 
with their wooden imageS are the place. of worship 
in the village. 

'. r.¥djthalli Pand14ga is. celebrated:{9.r. 3 clay, in Chai
tram (March.-April). Suees, saffron, k~, rrlli~ 
and flowers are offered to the deity. ]agar"m and 
fasting are the' domestic observances.' Til.,. patrons 
-and pr,jari's are Kapus. Local people of all ~mmuni--
ties patticipate. .1 • 

I· 

Bangaramma Panduga celebrated,for 3 day. in 
Vaisakham (April-May) is the other festival of the 
village. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Suryanarayana, lkadmtiJ#tIr,"; P. B. 
School, Chintapallipeta. 

58. Cbodavaram- Situated at a distance of 3 fur
longs.irom Guividi Railway Station anti 101 mile. 
from ViziltQagaram. . " 

The total popUlation of 1,87.3 of the village ip 
lllade up of Ksb.atriya, C\lakali, Mangali, Telag~. 
Kapu etc., castes, Scheduled Castes (266 persons) aQd 
Scheduled Tribes' people (31). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture and agricultural 
labour. 

Rama temple and Sirla Yellamma temple with 
Her image in female from are the places of worship 
,in the village. 

Sirla Yellamma festival is celebrated on Phal:. 
guna Suddha AshttJmi (February-March) fo~' one day. 
Fruits, cocoanut, saffron, kumkum and rice are ~ffer:' 
ed to the deity with the belief that she protects 
them from diseases. The villagers offer naivedyam to 
the deity. Pujari Qnly observes fasting and jaxaram. 
This is being celebnted for the past IS years with 
the congrega tion of about 1,000 people from this and 
the neiglibouring villages viz., J Ammupeta,·Gilrividi, 
Nagallavalasa etc. People of this and the neigh
bouring villages of all communities participate. 
Pujafi is a Madiga woman with hereditary rights. 

A few shops selling eatables etc., are kept. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Chiranjeevi, Headmaster, Z. P. E£e. 
School, Chodavaram. 

59. Gudem-Situated at a distance of 4 miles from 
Gujjangivalasa Railway Station and about 9i mile 
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the vi Hage is 1,994- and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, K~pu, Mangali. 
Golla etc., castes and Schduled Castes (142 persons). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour and other tradi tional occupa
tions. 
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p"tIiIIMrI tempJe is the only place 01 wor.hip in 
:tbll .,Ula,e. 

Pmuatalu Ut/asQlJaIn i. celebrated for a day in the 
brig)lt fortnight of P".lgunllm (February-March}. 
Ptu_P", hmkum, fruitl etc" are offered. Thi. is an 
ancient local festival. People of aU communities 
participate. Pujaris are Kapus. 

SoUBC.: Sri. &madas, Teacher, C"de",. 

60. Pamaaadredu-Situated at a distance of 6 
miles from Gujjangivalua Railway Station and 15 
miles from Vizianagaram. 

TJae total p()puJation of the village is 633, con. 
silting of the following communitiel: Brahmin, Vai
I,a, Kapu, \'elama, Telaga, Jangam, Vadrangi, 
Kammari, Kummari, Sale, MangaIi, ChakaJi; and 
Mala and Madiga Scheduled Cas~. (176 person.). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture 
and agricultural labour. 

Yellamma is worshipped in the form of an ant
hill in an open space. 

Yellamma Sirlu Uthsavam is celebrared for 30 
days from Mag"a Suddha Purnima (January-February); 
Pujari goes for alms for one month from MOlha Suddha 
.Ash/ami to PhaigUffo Suddha AsGtam; (February-March) 
and .t/rs(Jvom is celebrattd on that day. Fowls are 
sacrificed. Fastings and jagarcms are the domeltic 
observanccs. About 2,000 devot~es congregate. All 
caltes participate. Sri Jami Ramulu, a Madiga if the 
pajari with heriditalY rights. 

A rair is held for one day with 2,000 congrega
tion ofthil and the neighbouring 10 villages. About 
1,000 Ibops are kept selling eatables, mirron and 

combs. 

SOURCZ: Sri K. Bh!Jvani Sonkarom, PlIlligondretiu. 

'1. Garikavalasa-Situated at a distance of 7 
miles from Nellimarla and 15 miles from Vizia
nagaram via. Gurla. 

The total population of the village is 1,768 and 
it is made up Brahmin, Vaisya, Telaga, Chakali, 
Mangali, Kshatriya. The chief means of t,heir 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade 
and olber traditional occupations, 

Koteswara S~ainy tfmple with a stone Siva
linglJm i. the only place of worship in this village. 
Thil temple was constructtd by Sri Appa Naidu and 

later it W~I )landed over to the Vidanagaram Sam
st!uwJm. 

Lord Kotelwara Swamy feltival is celebrated 
from anci~t time. for 5 days from ]aishttJ SuM".. 
Ek.aasi to Prmti"", (May - June) with about 2,000. 
local coDlresation. Cocoanuts and plantains are 
offered to the deity. About 1,000 local people of all 
communities participate. Sri Donthumarthi Kotes
wara Rao is tbe herfditary pujari on monthly pay
ment. Fasting is observed and Majans are conducted. 

SOURCE : 1. Sri Pilak4 Narasimha Murthy) Village Kar
nam, GarikaMlafa. 

2. Sri V. V. Suryanarayana &ju, Teacher, 
Gartkaoalasa. 

61. Palavala.a-Situated at a distance of 5 mile* 
from Gujjangivalasa railway nation and ·12 miles. 
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of ),182 of the village is. 
made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, Telaga, 
Jangam, Kammari, Sale, KamiaH, Kummari, Man
gali, Cbakali caste. and Mala and Madiga Sche
duled Castea' people (70). The chief mean. of their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, trade 
and other tradition. I occupations. 

Pydithalli tt mple with Her bne foot high wood
en imase is the only place of worship in the village. 

A new image is prepared for every fe£tival. 

PydithaUi Pandaga is celebrated for 9 days from 
Monday to the following Tuesday in the month of' 
Vaisak"am (April-May). Ammavaru is placed on the 
Pelt"_ for the first 7 days and fancy dresses enter- / 
tain the people during nights. Bltagavatlram is per., 
formed on the nights of 8 days. Fancy dresses, car 
festival and procession arc celebrated on the 9th day~ 
Animals are sacrificed on the last day. Jalaram it. 
observed. This i. a 20 year old local festival. The 
villagers are the patrons. Some land is allotted to· 
this deity and the expenses of the uthsavams are met 
from the income from this land. 'Land is allotted 
to the pujaris to perform' daily puja etc. Local 
people of all castes participate. Sri Suryudu and 
Sri Valluru Raghavulu are the pujaris with heredi
tary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri C. SU~'lV'4"(I, Headmaster, SJlcial Ele
mtnta" School, PaZ-lasa. 
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4'. Aaaadapuram - Situated at a distance of 
...about .. miles from Kella Railway Station and II 
mile. from Vizianagaram. 

The ~otal population of the village is 1,309, con
,.isting of Kapus; Adi - Andhra Scheduled Castes 
(68 perlOns) and Scheduled Tribes (19 persons). 
The chief means of their livelihood are agrIculture 

· and agricultural la bour. 

Syamalamma temple with Her stone image and 
-Bangaramma, Muthyalamma, Nukalamma and 
"Maridamma with no temples are the places of 
worship in the village. 

Syamalamma Ulhsavam is celebrated for 8 days in 
,Vaisakham (April-MiY). This is being celebrated 
(or the welfare of the villagers. Animals are sacri. 
ficedduringthenight of send ing the deity. Fastings, 

· {castings and jagararn are observed during the last 3 
· days. Friends aud relatives are invited by tbe villa-
· gera. Thi~ is all ancient local festival. Local people 
·of all c\)rnnullities participate. The pujari is a Kapu 
of Nag~li golram with hereditary rights. Prasadam is 

· distributed to all. 

~-SOURCE: 1. Sri Bh. V. L. Narayana, Village K arllam , 
Allondapuram. 

2. Sri M. Suryallaraya,za Murthy,. Villagl 
Munsiff. GaI·ikim, 

'1114. Kotagandredu-Situated at a distance of 4 
. miles from Nellimarla and 14 miles from Viziana
,.garam. 

The total population of 1,994- of the villa~e com
;prises Brahmin, Kshatriya, Sristi Karnam, Sharabu, 
". Devanga, Yaclava, Kummari etc., castes; Scheduled 
Cas:es (201 persons) and Scheduled Tribes (6 per
sons). The chief means of their I i.velihood are 
agriculture, agri cultural labom, weaving and 

,traditional occupations. 

Syamalamma temple with Her stone im'lge in 
" human form is the place of worship in the. village. 
Eswara temple is under construction. 

Syam~lamm:l festival is celebrated on J'aisakha 
Suddha Purnima (April-M'lY) f:n one day. Amma
varu is brought into the village one month in ad vance 
i. e., on Chaitra Suddha Purnirn'1 (March-April). The 

· villagers go to the temple during these 30 days. 
:Fruits and clothes are offered and fowls, gOAts and 

. c-theep are sacrificed. This festival i. being celeb. 
~. rated lince the inception of the village: Maharaja 

of Vizianagaram used to patronize the festival ia 
the palt but now the villagers collect money and 
celebrate the festival. About 10,000 people of aU 
communities congregate from the nearby villagea. 
Pujari is a Yadava of Bogiri got ram with hereditary 
rights. 

A fair is held for two days with 10,000 peopl~ 
of this and the neighbouring villages. Nearly 100 
shops selling eatables, utensils, mirrors and combs, 
books and clothes, toys, fancy goods, fruits etc., are 
set up. 

The pilgrims stay for two days. Bhagavathal1l, 
bhajans and fancy dresses entertain the visitors. 

SOURCE: Sri V. Lakrhminarayana, Extension OJ/ic#r; 
Gantyada. 

65. Kalavacherla-Sitnated at a distance of 2. 
miles from Nellimarla Railway Station and 10 miles 
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 740 and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Velama, 
Telaga, Jangam, Vadrangi. Mangali and Chakali 
caltes. The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture and other traditional occupations. 

Stone image of Bangaramma and wooden image 
of Muthyalamma are worshipped in female forms. 

f Gramadevathala Pandugalu are celebrated ia 
fSravanam (July-August) for 3 days. Goats and 
towls are sacrificed Relatives are invited for the 
ieasts. These are an ancient festivals confined to 
he viila':{e, P,~o?le of all castes pHticipate. Paj:.zri 
is a Kapu of Na'~lli gatra1l wit.l herditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri redia A,fJpala Naidu, Villagt Headman, 
Kalavacherla. 

66. Gosh'1da-Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
rom Nellimarla Railway Station and 10 miles from 

Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 600 and 
it is made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Telaga 
Viswa Brahmin, Chakali, Mangali etc., castes 
Scheduled C·lstl"S (107 persons) and Muslims. The 
chief means of their livelihood are agricultu~. 

gricultural labour and other trad itional occupa
tions. 

Bangaramma temple with Her stone image i .. 
female form i. the only place of worship here. 
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Bangaramma festival is crJebrated for 3 days in 
the bright fortnight of Ashadham (June-July). Goats 
alld ~heep are .acrificed !o. the deity. This is an 
ancient local festival. People of all communities 
.oarticipate. Pujari is a Kapu of Nagali gotram with 
hereditary rights. 

&uRCE: Sri. K. SuryanaraJanll, Village Headman, 
Goshada. 

.,. Garla-Situated at a distance of 2 miles from 
Nellimarla Railway Station and 9 miles from Vizia
aasaram. 

The total population of 1;402 of the village is 
made up of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu, Chakali, Man

..cali castes and Adi-Andbra Scheduled Caste (94-
perlOns). The chief means of their livelihood are 
.... iculture, agricuIturallabour and trade. 

Durgalamma temple with aer wooden image 
in female form is the place of wo~ship in the village. 

Dprgalamma Panduga is celebrated for 3 days 
.. A.shodham (june-July) from ancient times with. 
local.congregation. Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrie 
ficed to the deity. Relatives are invited for tho 
feasts. 1.ocal people of an communities participate 
A Kapu of Nagali gotram is the puja,i. 

SoUtCR: Sri. P. Dharma Rao, Village Karnam, Gurla. 

G. Saripalle-Si tuated at a distance of 8 mile 
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 2,642 of the village i 
JDade up of Brahm in, Sale, Telaga, Chahli, Man 
pli, Kammari, S harabu, Majju etc, castu; Mal 
and Madiga Scheduled Castes people (285) and 
Scheduled Tribes' people (4). The chief means of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural 
labour, !pinning on Amber charkha, work in the 
Jute Mill and other traditional occupations. 

Temple of Lord Siva, Somalingaswamy (also 
Siva), Rama and Asiramma are the places of wor 

ship in the village. The temple of Lord Siva is by 
the side of the hillock 'Bodikonda'. The lingam in 
this ttmple is called Vibhishanuni liT/gam as it 
believed to have been installed by Ravana and wor 
.hipped by Vibhishana, after the death of his brother 
Ravana. Behind tliis lingam there is a stone image of 
.s6tIIthi, 4 feet in height. The compound wall of thiS 
small temple cont~ins many beautiful sculptures. The 

, !)ord is also called Yekshesudu al gandharva gtJllam or 
.Lelestial music is said to be heard here after mid-

night when Devathas or rakshas descend tf) earth tOo' 

worship the Lord. Sivalingams and Nandivahanams of' 
black stone are found in a flood-devastated vHlage by 
name Venkatapuram at a distance of a furlong from 
this village on the ,bank of Champa vat hi ~iver. And' 
there are two Siva temples, on an elevated place~. 

with lingams there. Pujas were performed to these' 
by Bome Brahmins of Parapuram in the past. The' 
'worship is now discontinued . 

Mahasivaratri festival is celebrated for a day on
Magha Btlkula Chathu,tlosi (January-February) in the· 
Siva temple. Pujas and abhishelcams are performed· 
Fruits, flowers, cocoanuts and naivedytlm are offered. 
Devotees take river-bath and observe fasting and1 

jagaram. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Special pujas are performed in the month of' 
Kartheekam (October-November). 

RajammathalliJatara is celebrated for 3 days from, 
any Wednesday to Friday in Vaisakham (April-May) .. 
near Her temple. Jatara is celebrated at the temple. A 
he-buffalo, left for free grazing in the fields, is sacri·· 
fieed. as vowed before, along with 300 fowls. The he-
baffalo is called Gajampothu (elephant-he-buffalo) as 
it is left to become as fat a8 an elephant. This js an 
ancient festival and about 3,000 people of all comm
Unities congregate from this and the nearby villages. 
Subscriptions are raised to meet the expenses of the
festival. About 25 shop sell i sweets and foodstuffs.: 
near the temple. 

Asirithalli festival il celebrated annually. It~ 

is told tbat 40 years ago a villager derided the exis
tence and influence of Ammavaru, challenged Her' 
presence and occupied one of Her plots. The same' 
niq;ht he became insane and suffered from death. 
pangs. After taking a vow to construct a temple 
and perform puja to Her, on the advice of hi!>, 
neighbour~, he was relieved of the insanity and' 
pain. He constructed the temple to Asirithalli who 
was believed to have been in an ant-hill near the
village, previously. 

The festival is celebrated for 10 days from anr 
day fixed by the village elders in Vaisakham (April
May). The deity is called MalapiUa as she has no· 
restrictior:s of pollution etc. More than 600 fowls-· 
are sacrificed to Her. On the last day when the 
anupu (send off) is performed, people are entertained! 
by puliveshams a.nd other disguises on foot and on, 
carts. People have a great fear ali well as venera·, 
tion for Asiramma • 
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The pujari is a Majjula with hereditary rights. 

<-SOURCE: 1. Sri K. Venkataramana Rao, Kamam, 
Saripalle. 

1. Sri. K. Narasimham, Teacher, Saripalle. 

.. ,. AtmaramUDi Agrahar.m-Situat~d at a dis 
'tance of 5 miles from Nellimarla Railway Statio~ 
. and 10 miles from Vizianagaram. This village wa s 
, liven as agraharam by Seetharama Chandra 
: Maharaja of Vlzianagaram in Saka year 1656 (1734 
A. D). 

The total population of the village is 903, con. 
~:ti.ting of Brahmin, Vaisya, Velama, Kapu, Telaga, 
Vadrangi, Mangali, Chakali etc., CaitfB and Milia 
.and Midiga Scheduled Caltel (18 perIODS). The 

·-cbief meaDS of their livelibood is agriculture. 

Symalamtna (also called Chamalltmma) with 
r~ 5 feet high stone image in female form and Siva 

'I .aDctltelava temples are also worshipped. 

~alha Uthsavam is celebrated in A.wijam 
• (September-October) for two days on a Monday 
:-aDd Tuesday according to their convenience. Fowls 
.ami sheep are sacrificed on Tuesday. This is being 
.'Celebrated since the inception of the village. 

The villegers are the patrons. All Hindus 
".rticipate. 

Puj.ri is a Kapu of Kagali gotram. 

'SoURCE: Sri P. Suryanaray:ma, Village Karnam, 
Atmaramuni Agraharam. 

'0. Dannanapeta-Situatf'd at a distance of 5 
miles from Nellimarla Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 695 made 
up of Brahmin, Vai8ya, Kapu, Telaga, Mangali, 
oCbakali etc., castes; Mala and Madiga Sch~duled 
Caltes' people (60). The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture and agricultural labour· 

Pydithalli temple with Her wooden image is the 
only temple in the village. Rajamm. Ammavam is 
worshjpp~d in a vanam. (~ardell) in the form of a 
wooden image with no temple. 

pydithalli Ammavari . Ulhsava", is celebrated in 
S'tlvanam (July-August) for two day. according to 
:COp¥.enience usually at the time of paddy tran8plan
talion acd Rajamma Ammavori Panduga is cf'lebrated 
in Asvijam (September-October). Fowls, goat., 

sheep, animals, saffron, kumkum, TIIlivedyam anti 
lighting are offered to the deity. These are con
fined to tbe village. 

SOURCE: Sri R. Pydiraju, Village Karnam, Seetha
ramunipeta . 

71. Alagolo-Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Gujjangivalasa Railway Station and 151 milu 
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 2,416 of the village. 
consists of Brahmin, Vaisya, Jangam, Sale, Kalil
sali, Kapu, Yata, Teli, Chakali, Mangali. etc.,. 
castes and Scheduled Castes people (299). TIre 
chief meaDS of their livelihood are agriculture and 
other traditional occupations . 

Bangaramma temple with Her wooden image 
and Rama temple are the places of worship in tbis 
village. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated according to 
the convenience of the villegers for one day_ 
Fruits, chalimidi, vadapappu, saffron and kumkum are 
offered and animals are sacrificed. Fasting. 
observed domrstirally and naivadyams are (,ffered • 
Jatara is celebrated during nights. This is an an
cient festival confined to the village. Local people 
ofaH communities participate. 

SOURCE: Sri P. Kasanna, Headmaster, P. S. Ele. 
School, Atugolu. 

72. Sativada-Situated at a distance of 8 mila 
from Nellimarla Railway Station and 12 miles
from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of 1,769 of the village is 
made up of Brahmin, Kshatriya, Va~lya, Viswa 
Brahmin, Jangam, 'Chakali, ~Iangali, Devanga» 
Yata etc., castes and Scheduled Castes (153 per
sons). The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour, trade and other 
traditional occupations. 

Rama temple and YeJIamma temple with Her 
wooden image and an ant-hill are the places OJ 
woo-ship here. 

Sirola Panduga is cdebrated for one dilY 011 

Ph.J.lgWUJ Suddha Ashlami (February-March) frOia 
ancient times with the congregation of this a_ 
the neighbouring four villages. Fruits, flowers aotl' 
kumk~m a.re offrred. Pujari is a Viswa Brab .... 
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'So1JltCE: 1. Sri M. SuryanaToyana, Village Karnam, 
Sativada. 

2. Sri D. Suryanarayana Raju, Headmaster, 
El,. School, Sativada. 

73. Ramathirthalu-Situated at a distance of 6 
miles from Vizianagaram Railway Station. 

The tatal population of -934 of the village com~ 
pUes several Hindu sub-castes; Scheduled Castes 
(28 persons) and Scheduled Tribes (48 persons). 
The chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

Rama temple and Siva temple are the places 
of worship. Rama stayed here dUJing his exile in 
Dandakaranyam. 

Sri Rama K'alyonam is celebrated for 5 days from 
Magha Suddha Ekadasi (January-February) with 
about 10,000 congregation of this, and the neigh
bouring villages. Hindu devotees participate. 

There i. a choultry for the pilgrims. 

Lord Siva is worshipped for 2 days during 
Ms/uJsivoratf'i, by about 2,500 congregation of this 
and the neighbouring villages. Hindu devotees 
participate. 

SomtCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnished by 
'he Health Officer, Visakhapa'nam DislTiet. 

74. Pedatarimi-Situated at a distance of 6 miles', 
from Gujjungivalasa Railway Station and 15 miles .. 
from Vizianagaram. It is believed that during. 
Utlara Gog,ahanam, the cows when pursued by Kou
ravas came and stopped here. Hence it was called. 
Peda Tarimi (therimi means having pursued). 

The total population of 452 of the village is· 
made up of Telaga, Chakali, MangaJi, Raju, Sha
rabu, Jan~am. etc., castes and Adi-Andhra Sche· 
duled Caste (151 persons). The chief ml:ans of' 
their livelihood are agriculture and agricultural; 
labour. 

Rama temple is a place of worship here. The 
image of Bangaramma is worshipped in a vanam. 
(garden). 

Bangaramma festival is celebrated once in 3· 
years in Vaisakham (April-May). Saffron, kumkum, 
cocoanuts, plantains, chalimidi and vadapappu are
offered and fowls and goats are sacrificed to the· 
deity. This is an ancient festival wi th local signi
ficance. The expences are met by raising contri-
bution from the villagers. Sri Sivaguru Akkayya 
of Vela rna caste is the patron. Local people of aa~ 
communities participate. Pujari belongs to Telaga.. 
caste and Nagali gotram. He has hereditary rights. 

SOURCE: Sri Janapala Appala Swamy, Nellimarla. 
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Section X 

BHEEMUNIPATNAM TALUK 

iUDivalasa Agraharaln :-Situated at a dis
tance of one furlong from Vizianagaram-Padma
nabbam coad, 2 miles from Korukonda Rail,:"ay 
Station, 7 miles from Vizianagaram and 16 mIles 
from Bbeemunipatn8m. Over 200 yeacs ago, the 
Maharaja of Viziallagaram gave thil village as a 

sift. 

The total population of the village is 654 and 
it consists of the following Hindu castes: Brahmin, 
Kapu, Naga, Talaga; Scheduled Castes (16 per
sons)-Malas and Rdlis; and Scheduled Tribes (31 
persom)-Konda Doras. The chief means of their 
livelihood are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

Lord Visweswara Swamy temple with the ima
ges of the Lord and His consort Raja Rajeswari 
Devi, village deities Bangaramma and Paradesamma 
temples are the places of worship in this village. 

Bangaramma and Paradesamma Pandugalu aCe 
celebrated for IS days frcm Phalg"na Suddha Padyo1lli 
to Pamima (February.March). Fowls, goats and 
shup ;Ire I acrificfd to the deity. Futirg and jogarona 
ale obstned. This is being celebrated for the past 
over 200 years. 1,400 Hindu devoters frem about 
5<V(n H i~} !eurir g viJll'gr s (ft ~H(!ate. 'fhe annua 
n:ptTditure on theftstival is Rs. 600/-. The pujari 

is a Telaga. 

A fair is held in cOllncction with the festival 
for 7 days near the temple with a few shcps selling 
eatables, utensils, lanterns, mirrors and cClmbs. There 
au' fue fnding fHiliti('5 fer 2 days to the pilgrims. 
Drama~, lottery, dances, Burralwthas and Harikathos 
alford' entertainmen t. 

Lord Visweswara Swami Kalyanam tak.es place 
for 5 days'· frem Mogha Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima 
(january-Fe15r.u3ry) with great pomp chanting 
VMic.hymns and music. ]walalhoran,thsavam is ~Iso 
celebl"ated on KllTthika SUddka. Purnima (October
November). The local: qevOltes of.all Hindus com
muniti~s·!parHcipate. Pujori isTelagapu Ariantha
iah, a Bta,bmin of Bbaradhwajasa gotram with here~ 

. ditar, right I •. 

fOCllCE :. Sri &"10" No'tlsi"ga" Rail, Tell'''''. 
Iun;vahua. . 

1. Nauapuram Agrabaram-Situated at a distance 
of one mile to the east of the 5th mileltone on 
Bheemunipatnam, Padmanabham-Vizianagaram 
road, 3 miles from Korukonda Railway Station, 7 
miles from Bheemunipatnam and 8 miles from Vizia. 
nagaram. 

The total population of the village is 458 and it 
consists of the following Hindu caltes: Kapus, Yatal 
Telagas; and Scheduled Castes (10 persons). The 
chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

The temples of Sri Rama, Pydithalli and Banga
ramma with their wooden images are the places of 
worship. 

Pydithalli Panduga is celebrated on Chaitra Sllddha 
Purnima (March-April). This is being celebrated for 
the past over 100 years with local significance. Fowl., 
goats and sheep are sacrificed and kumkum,turmeric, 
clothes and fruits are offered to the deity. Kapus 
and other villagers are the patrons. The Hindu resi
dents of the village, belonging to all communitiel 
participate. Pujari is a Kapu of a Nagali gotram. 

SOURCE·: Sri T. NaraJtma Murthy, Headmaster, Paru:ha
yat Samithi Elementary School, Narsapuram 
Agraharam. 

3. Buddivalasa Agraharam-Situated at a dis
tance of9 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 166, con
sisting of Kapus only. The chief means of their live
lihood is agriculture. 

Durglamma temple at a distance of 100 yard. to 
the east of the village with Her wooden image is the 
only place of worship. 

Durgalamma Panduga is celebrated for 3 day s 
commencing from a Sunday to Tuesday before 
Chaitra Suddha Purnima (March-April). Turmeric, 
kumkum, clothes and fruits are offered to the deity. 
This is being celebrated for the past 60 years with 
local significance. Local Hindus participate. 
Pujari i. a Kapu • 

SOuaCE: Sri J. Nt1.raytltlo' Murthy, Headmasle;, P. S. 
Elementar} S,hool,- /Jrjiilivaltlso Agroh.rdm. 
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~. ChiDaapuram-Situated at a distance of 3 
miles from Korukonda Railway Station. 

The total population ofthe village is 989 in
habited by Yadavas and Scheduled Castes (22 
persons). The chief means of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour and other traditio
nal occupations. 

The trmples of Bangaramma and Kunchalamma 
)\lith their images in human form are the places of 
worship. 

Gramodevathllia Panduga is' celebrated for 10 daYI 
in the dark fortnight of Phalguruam (February-March). 
Cocoanuts, plantains and naivedYGm are offered to 
the deity. The deity is brought into the village on 
a Sunday and daily pujas and procession are per
formed for one week. On Monda y, BhlJgavatham 
affords entertainment and th'e devotees observe 
j.garana. The next day, the deity is taken back to 
tbe temple. This is being celebrated for the past 
over 100 years with local significance. The local 
devotees of all Hindu communities participMe. 

SoURCE: Sri B. Narayana Rao, Headmaster, Special 
Elementary School, Chinnapuram. 

5. Bheem .... ipataam-Is the taluk headquarters. 
It is at a distance of 16 miles froOl Vizianagaram 
Railway Slation and 20 miles from Visakhapatnam. 
Formerly it was called Ekachakrapuram. It is .aid 
tbat Bhima, the second of the Pandavas, killed 
Babmra, a great Rakshasa in this place and hence 
it goes by the name Bheemunipatnam instead of 
Ekac:hakrapuram. Bheemunipatnam is one of the 
at'est Municipalities in India. The town itself is 
• Olt picturesquely situated at the mouth' of the 
Chittivalasa River.' Bheemunipatnam firs~ came 
into notice al a settlement of the Dutch who built a 
fort and factory in the 17th century. After the 
Dutch finally relinquished the place. it went into 
.decadence till 1846 when with the development of 
,.port trade in local pr()duc~, principally oilseeds 
.aDd jute, the town got a fresh lease of life. The 
-port has onCe again 10lt in importance owing to 
the development of VisakhapatnaJD as a major 
!pOrt. But the beach at Bheemunipatnam is, one 
;aJDoDg the most ~autiful on the ealt coast. It is a 
'Welcome ground for lea .. bathers a. it i, lafe from 
•• «eroul depth. and sb~rb. 

The total population of the town is 9,868 and 
it con.illll of tbe foUawing Hindu castel: Brahmin, 

Kshatriya, Vaisya, Sudra; Scheduled Castes (535 
persons) ; Muslims and Christians. The chief means 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, fishing, 
trade, employment and othef traditional services. 

Lord Lakshmi Nrusimhaswamy temple on the 
nearby hill is very famous. According to the Sthala
purana of the temple, it il sa Id that Bhima, after 
killing Bakasura, constructed this temple to ab~olve 
himself from the sin ,of killing the rakshasa. It ia 
written in Pandu Ran:gaMahathyam by Tenali Rama
krishna that Njgam~ Sarma died near Lakshmi 
Narasimha Kshetram at the GOithani Sagara Sanga
mam; that Narasimba Kshetram is said to be the 
one in Bheemunipatnam. It is one of the Dwad. 
trimdasa (32) Narasimha Kshetras. There are also. 
Ramagundam. Lakshmanagundam, Seethagundani. 
Hanumadgu'ndam and Solagundam on the hill. 
The sil"er, gold and brals vessals used in the temple 
are of 16th, 17th and 18th centuries. ' . 

The image of tbe Lord is of stone in human 
form holding sankhu and chakra. Beaide. tbi' temple. 
there are the temples or Nagareswara, Bheemelwara. 
Chowdelwara. Rajashekhara, Gopala, Jagannadba
swamy. Katyayani, Bala, Anjaneya, Rajeswara
.wamy aDd Nukalamma. There is a mandir of Sri 
Sarada Ramakrishna 'S4tnlJja Bhavan' with beautiful 
architecture conetructed by Sri Anubhavananda 
~wamy in 1944. Sri Vasavi Kanyakaparameswari 
temple i. worth leeing. ; 

Sri Lakahmi Nru.imh~swamy Kalytl1Wths4lJlU1J 
take. place for one dlY on ]aishta Suddha Etadasi (May
June). A big yatra takes place during Sankrtl'llli. 
Thousands of devotee. take bath at the conflaen" 
and take darsan of the Lord during eclipse. and for 
Ardhodaya, Mahodaya and Govinda Dwadui • 
Cocoaoutl and fruits are offered. It is a very ancient 
festival. The expenditure is met by tbe trade union 
which is a registered committee. There are row 
Vaikbanasa Vaishnava families for performing .the 
puja. Every year Sri Kantubhuktha Narayanadas' 
family wbite washes not only the temple of Lakshmi
Narasimhalwamy on the hill but also all the temples 
in the town by spending about R!. 500/-. Electric 
arrangement. are made, by Sri Usirikala Satya 
Kameswara Sresti of' Vizianalaram spending 
RI.l, 500/-. Sri Ananda Gajapathi Raj4, the Maha
raja of Viziaoagaram is the tru.tce. Tht're ill poor 
feeding and prasadam i. diltributed to all. H.,ihltluu 
and BumJca.has are held during festival daye. 

Nukal~ UthsM ... ",. celebrated during. U'_' 
i. e., on eAaw. SudJha Padyami and J1idiJn. H.,."". 
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Jaytmlhi on Magha StJddha Dwadasi and Siva Kal.1C1Mm 

on Ahgha Babula Chathurdasi are the other festival •. 

SoullCE: 1. Article in Telagu appeared in tM Andhr_ 
Prahha, W"k(y dated 8-5-1961. 

2. R. Krishnamachar_,ulu, T,lugu Pandit. 
Bhumunipalnam. 

3. Sri S~ ViswtlfllUlluzm, H,,,dtnlJSler, Muni
cipal High S'_'. Blwmanipalnam. 

4. PIDtts of Int''''' in .Andhra PraMs" by in· 
forma,;"n and Public Relations D.pt. 
H.1dnabad. 

~ Malicherla-A village consilting o·f 4 habitau, 
each at aD interapacingofabout a mile i1lituated on 
Visiaoagaram-Bheemunipatnam road at a dillanee of 
3 mile. from Vizianagaram Railway Station. AI 
Malicherla family lived here in the palt, the village 
wa, named al Malicherla after them. 

The total population of the village is 1,784 and 
it compriles tbe following Hindu castes; Kapu, 
Yata, Cbakali, Mangali, Yadava, Kamlali and 
Scheduled Castes (85 persons). The chief meanl of 
their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, 
labour in mills and other traditional occupation •. 

Pydithalli Am7lUW4lri temple with tbe image of 
the deity in human (orm il the place of worabip. 

Pyditham AmflUWari feltival i. celebra.ed for 3 
days in Chaitram (March-April). Animals are laeri
ficed to the deity. Devotees take lea-bath and 
observe falting and jagararuz. This i. being celeb. 
... ted from ancient times with local significance. 
This festival il celebrated by collecting donations 
f.-om the villagers. Local people of all Hiudu 
communities participate. Pujar; il a Kapu of Nagali 
gotram. 

SoURCE: Sri K, Sanjeeva Rao, Teacher, P. S. Elemen
tary School, Malicherla. 

7. ChiDtalavala •• -Situated at a diltance of :I 
miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 1,357 and 
it consists of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kapus, Viswabra
hmins Chakalis, Mangalis; and Scheduled Castes 
people (91). The' chicf means of their livelihood 
are agriculture and allied occupations. 

. Rama temple and the sacred abodes of the 
village deitiel Pydithalli Ammavaru, Bangaramma, 
Muthyalamma, Gowramma and Durgalamma with 

their wooden images are the places of worship. 
Perantalu; a family deity is allo wonhipp~d. 

Pydithalli Ammavari festival is celebrated for' 
days from Phalguna Buhula Amava,rya (Februar.,
March) to fulfil the dcsires of the cultivators. Ani· 
mals are sacrificed to the deity. Futing iI observed. 
Kaput are the patrons. The devoteel of the village 
belonging to all Hindu communities participate. 
hjan is Mopala Thammaiah having hereditary 
rights. ProstJtI4m is distributed to all. 

Bangaramma festival in Ashadham (June-Jul,) 
and Gowramma festival in Karhtikam (October .. 
Noyember) are the other festivals of tbe village. 
Muthyalamma festival is celebrated according to 
the convenience of the villagers. 

Maremma Peranfalu TheertMm is celebrated fnr a 
day in Magham (January-February) in the open yard 
eo the welt of the village. This is a 20 years old cele
bration, patronized by Kapus. Over 800 people from 
this and the nearby villages congregate. Prasadam is 
d iatributed to all. 

Pasuvula Panduga and Durgalamma PtmdugtJ are 
aho celebrated in thil village. 

SOURCE: Sri Marnipalli Kama Raju, Tlf#her, P. S. 
Elementary School, Chi ntalavalasll. 

8. Joaaada-Situated a distance of 7 miles (rom 
Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,168 and 
it consinl of the following Hindu Caltes: Brahmin, 
Vailya, Vilwabrahmin, Kapu, Telaga, Chakali, 
MangaIi, Gavara, Yata, Sale, Golla; 8ehedued 
Castee (139 p~rBons); and Chriltians. The Chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
tural labour, weaving, trade, employment and 
other traditional occupations. 

Rama temple and Pydithalli Ammavari temple 
with Her image in human form on Simha Vahanam 
holding sankhu (conch), trisulam (trident), khad
gam (swordl, lotus and krltflkuma bharina in Her 
hands, Ilre the places of worship. 

Sri Pydithalli Amm.vari festival is celebrated for 
5 days from Magha Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima (Janu
ary-February). Festival arrangements are made one 
month iu advance. Fowls, sheep and ,!oats are aaeri. 
ficed near the temple. Fruits and flowers are also 
offered to the deity. This fifteen year old feltiva I 
il patronized by a Kapu. Pujari i. Sri Kandi Appala 
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Swamy, a Kapu. Pra.radam is distributed to all and 
there is free feeding. 

A fair is held in connection with this festiva I 
in an area of one acre of land infront of the temple. 
This is a widely known fair held for the past 15 
years. Nearly 50,000 people from distant places 
out-pjde the district also congregate. Eatables,· 
torch-lights, mirrors, comhs, pictures of Gods, 
cinema books, clothes and toys are sold. Pandals 
are put up and there are free feeding facilities. 
Dramas, Burrakathas, Hurikathas, Bhajalls and gam
bling afford entertainment to the visitors. 

The devotees take sea-bath and river-bath and 
observe fasting and jagarana during festive d<lYI. 

SOURCE: 1. Sri Gedtla Gurumurthy, Teacher, Jonnada. 

2. Sri Kolluru V,nkataramamurthy, Teacher' 
Samithi Elementary School, Jotmada. 

9. Dakamarri-Situated at a distance of 8 miles \ 
from Vizianagaram Railway Station and 9 miles 
from Bheemunipatnam. 

The total population of the village is 4,051 and 
• it consists of the following castes of Hindus:- Vaish

nava, Vaisya, Klm3ali, Padmlsale; and Scheduled 
Castes (311 persons)-)1ala and Madiga. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people ale agriculture, 
~gricultural labour, weaving and other ~radili )n:\ 

occupations. 

Lord Venugopalaswamy temple constructed 
more than 100 years ago 011 a hill to th~ S Juth 0 

the village and Pydithallamma temple are the pL.-ces 
pfworship in this village. 

The villa?;e deities Pydithallamma, RajY<I
I aksha'tnma , 1faridamma ann Mangamma are 
worshipped in Dakamarri for 3 days from a Monday 
to Wednesday. Fasting is observed on Tuesday. 
Rajyalakshmi Panduga is celebrated ¥-'hen there are 
no rains and Uaridamma Panduga is celebrated 
when there are cattle diseases in this village or in the 
lorrounding villages. A pig is offued to Maridamma. 
This is an ancient festival. Nagas are the chie f 
patrons. The local Hindu devotees participate in it 

JJhagavathams and Burrakathas afford entertai n· 
ment. la this con nection a few shops sell sweet
meats, utensilS, pictures and toys, etc. In Mad· 
dulapeta, hamlet of Dakamarri. a wooden image 0 

Bhulokamma near an ant-hill and Gurrappa, the 
amily deity of Nagas are worshipped. There is 

I 

a temple of Pydithalli in Polipalle village at a dis
tance of 3 mil~s from this village. Bhl110hmma 
Panduga is celebrated for a day on the first 
Wednesday in Utharakarth, in Alvijam (September"': 

aOctober). This is also celebrated when sm:lll-poJl 
nd epidemics prevail in this vill.l~e. T.le dev.)tces 
whitewash their houses and observe fasting and 
agarana during featiye days. This festiv~l is c()nfioed 

mainly to Nagas. Once when the villagers were 
'uffering from sItnll-pox, a Brahmin cured them 
by chanting some dandakams and m'1.ntras and asked 
them to celebrate the festival every year. The 
festjval is being celebrated from that time. All 
Hindu devotees of the village congregate. PujlJri is 
a Mala with hereditary rights and he is called 
Dcv3guruvu. 

The other festival of the village is Gurrappa 
Sambaralfl celebrated once in 16 years for 6 days from 
Vaisakha Suddha Sapthami (April-May). This is a SO 
rears old Ioca 1 festival. The residents of the village 
conKregat~. 

Pyd ilhalli Ammavari Jatara is celebrated in, 
Polipalle village for the past 70 years. 

A fair is held in this connection. One lakh ()r 
people from the neighbouring villages congregate. 
Eatables, utensils, lanterns, Ayurved ic medicint:lJ. 
picture. of God., cinema song books, mill-cloth 
and handloom cloth, ligricultural implements and 
toy. from Vizianagaram are brought and sold. 
Pandals are put up and sanitary and medical facili
ties are arranged. Burrakathas whirling wheels, 
magic, lottery and drama afford entertainment to 
the visitor •. 

SOURCE: S~. Ch. Premavathi, Teacher, C. B. M.]. 8. 
ScholJl, Dakamarri. 

10. Bapiraja Talhva.lau-Situated at a distloce 
of 5 miles from Korukonda Railway Station and ') 
miles from Vizianagaram railway station As Sr 
Kakarlapudi Bapi Raju gave many lands as inai 

r the celebration of the fest iv:\ls of this viHagl 

his i. called after him as Bapiraju Tallavalasa. 

The total population of the villa~e is 2,329 all 

it i. made up of the following Hindu castes: Brahm 
Vaisya, Viawabrahmin, Kapu, Sale, Yadava, Telag 

Cbakali, Mangali; Scheduled Castes (317 persons 
Mala, Madiga and Relli and Muslims. The chi 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agrict 
tural labour, weaving and other traditional oceul 
t;onl. 
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The temple of Siva, Vishnu and the village 
deity Pydithallamma are the places of worship here. 

Pydithallamma Patlduga is celebrated once in 
5 or 6 years for 30 days in Vaisakham (April-May). 
This is celebrated when cholera or small-pox prevail 
in the villag~. Fowls, goats and sheep are sacri
ficed. Fruits, vadapappu, chalimidi, pasupu (turmeric) 
and kumkum (vermilion) are offered to the deity. 
This is an ancient local festival. The villagers are 
the patrons. Only Hindus participate .. Pujari is a 
Kapu of Nagali gotram with hereditary rights. There 
is free feeding. 

A fair is held in this connection for 30 days. 
About 4,000 persons from the neighbouring villages 
congregate. Sweet-meats, utensils, pots, lanterns, 
mirrors, combs and pictures of deities are sold in the 
fair 

SOURCE: Sri A. SI4bba Rao, Teacher, BapiraJutallavalasa. 

11 PadmaDabham-Situated at a distance of 11 
miles to the north-west of Bheemunipatnam. The 
village is connected by Beewunipatnam-Vizia
nagaram road. 

The village has a population of 996 at the 1961 
Census, consisting of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kapu and 
Velama communities and Konda Dora Scheduled 
Tribe (28 persons). 

In this village, there are the temples of 
\iadhavaswamy,. Padmanabhaswamy, Narayanes
,lara (Siva) and Matchyamurthy (Siva). 

The Padmanabhaswamy temple of this palee is 
one of the most important temples of the region 
(Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam districts). The pre
siding deity viz., Padmanabhaswamy is said to be 
Ihe Lord who readily relponds to the desires of his 
devotees. In this regard, there is a say lng thus: 

~c:D~~ ~o.,..\S'oo 

Chilukuku Sjmhachalam 

;Sc:D~~ ;SoJ,~r;5 0 

Palukuku Padmanabham 

~c:il~~ <!>~b'~Q 

Kuduruku Srikurmam 

Meaning that the L<tkshminarasimhaswamy's 
temple should be visited for its architectural exce· 
lance; the Padmanabhaswamy'. temple should be 

visited for fulfilment of desires and Srikurmam 
should be visited for attainment of salvation or 
bliss. 

This is an ancient temple. It was constructed 
about 5,070 years ago in Dwaparayuga on the banks 
of river Gosthani. There are references to it in the 
Puranar (eplcs). The Slhalapurana (local hi~tory of the 
place) contains an account of the temple. It relatu 
to the period of exile of the Pandavas. During the 
period of their exile in the forests, Pandavas came to 
this place. Draupadi meditated here about Lord 
Krishna. Lord Krishna gave her darsan here on his 
Garudavahana (eagle carrier) and consoled Paudavas 
saying that they w~uld regain ~heir kingdom within 
6 months from that time. As a mark of hi. glorious 
dorsan on the hill, He placed his sankhu (conch) 
and ,hakram (quoit or dilc) on the top of the hill. As 
Lord Krishna made his appearance here on the hill, 
this place attained reputation and came to be called 
as Padmanabham and the Lo~d as Anantha 
Padmanabhaswamy. This temple on the top of the 
hill could be reached by a flight of about 1,300 steps. 

The Rajas of Vizianagaram constructed a 
temple on the hill and endowed about 1,500 acres 
of land fetching an annual income of R,. 10,000 to 
the temple. Surplus funds of Simhachalam temple 
are utilised to make good the deficit of this tempk'i 
budget. 

There is another Vishnu temple at _ the foot of 
the hill known as Sri Madhav.lswamy temple. The 
idols in the temple are said to have been installed 
by Kunteedevi, mother of the Pandavas. In this 
temple, there .are a 3 feet high stone idol of Madhil
vaswamy with his sankhu (conch) and chakram (quoit 
or disc) arranged on stands of the same hight, 
panchalaha (alloy of 5 metals) procession idols of 
Venugopalaswamy, Kanchi Varadarajaswamy, 
Venkateswaralwamy and stone idols of Panniddardl
vars (the 12 Alwars-Gurus of the Vaishnava cult). 
This i. a spacious temple. Its vimanam (tower) and 
the dhwajasthambham in front of it are nearly 60 feet 
in hight. 

Daily pujas take place in this temple. Sri Mad
havaswamy Kalyanothsavam (marriage) is celebrated for 
5 days from Phalguna Suddha Ekadasi to Purnima. 
Brahmothsavam takes place for lO;daYI from V,ushabha 
Nakrhatra in the bright fortnight of Jaishta month 
(May-June) to Chitta Nakshatra in the Sravana month 
(July-August). The whole of Dhanurmasam (Puskya 
month) i. e., (December-January) is a month of 
festival. 
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B,ahmothsavam is: celebrated for 10 days at the 
Anantha Padmanabhaswamy temple on the hill in 
Thulatasi flOm Chitta to Sravana Nakshatras (stars). 
Anantha Padmanabha Chaturdflsi is celebrated for one 
~ay on Bhodrapada Suddha Chaturdasi. Pujaris are 
Vaikhanasa Brahmins. 

By the side of the Sivalinga in the Sivalayam 
known as Narayaneswaralayam, there is a silver 
stone idol of Parvathi. Daily pujal are offered to 
the Lord and His consort. Pujari Is Sri Gangavarapu 
Suryanarayana Sarma, a Sivarchaka Brahmin. 

The otber Siva temple in the village il known 
as Matchyamurthy's temple, as the Sivalinga is in 
the shape of a fish of I foot long and 6 inches wide. 

SOURCE: 1. Infllrmatum collected by Sri Ch. Puma-
chandra Rao, Census Investigator. 

Informant: Sri Rakuditi Vtnkata Sitilramac/Wryulu, 
Pujari, Madhavaswamy ttmple, Padmanabham. 

12. Maddi-Situated at a distance of 2 miles from 
Padmanabham" 4 miles from Alamanda Railway 
Statioll by foot-path, !4 miles from Bheemunipat
nam and 25 miles from Simhachalam. A temple 
was constructed in the centre of the village by the 
architects of the Simhachalam temple and Srikur. 
mam temple. So the village was calJed Maddi, the 
corrupted form of the Telugu word 'Madhya' lIle.n
ing'Middle'. But now the temple is buried in the 
river-bed of Gosthani. There were many Brahmin 
families in this village because, many lands were 
given as inam to them by the Maharaja ofVizia
nagaram. But Nagai later came to this village and 
improved it for cultivation with the water of the 
Gostbani river. At present there are only four 
Brahmin families in this.village. There i. a big tank 
for irrigation purposes. 

The total population of the village is 2,063 and 
it conlish of Brahmin, Vaisya, Viswabrahmin, Naga, 
Dhobi, Neyyala, Yata, Telaga, Mangali communi
tiel; Scheduled Castes (142 persons}-Mala and 
,Madiga and Scheduled Tribes (3 persona). The chief 
means of live! ihood of the people are agriculture, ag
riculturallabour and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Rama, Bangaramma, Pyqithalli 
and Maridamma. with their wooden images are the 
places of worship. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated for 15 days 
from Asvija Suddha Purnima (September-October). 
Devotees observe fasting and in the night they all go 

to the tCJD.ple and offer flowers, fruits, VtJdapappu and 
sarees to the deity. The deity is then taken in a 
procession. Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed 
to the deity. This is being celebrated since the 
origin of the village and local Hindus participate. 
Pujari is a Naga of Nagalla g.tram with hereditary 
rights. 

Pydithalli and Maridamma festivals on Chaitra 
Suddha Purnima (March-April), Sri Rama UthsalJam 
on Magha Bahula Ghat,mlas; (January-February) and 
Naga Puja on Korthi" Suddha Chavithi (October
November) are also celebrated. Most of the villa
gers, especially Nagas wear ornaments in the form 
of serpanu. 

There is a Ramananda Mutt in this village 
and during theYardhanthi Uthsavam of their Guru, 
Sadhus congregate here. Religious discourses are 
held. 

The devotees take sea-bath and observe fasting 
and jagarana during festive days. 

SOURCE: Sri C. Narsinga Rao, Teacher, P. S. Ele-
mentar} School, Maddi. 

IS. Gandhavaram-Situated at a distance of 3 
miles to the south of Alamanda Railway Station, 
8 miles from Padmanabham bus road, 15 miles from 
the sea (Bay of Bengal), 22 miles from Bheemuni
patnam and 34 miles from Vizianagaram. 

The total population of the village is 2,118 
and it is multi-ethnic in composition consisting of 
Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Kapu, Telaga, Sri.ti
karnam, Panda, Kamsali, ChakaJi, Mangali and 
Yata castes; and Scheduled Castes (371 perons) -Mala, 
Madiga and Relli. The chief means of livelihood 
of the people are agriculture, agricultrual labour, 
trade and other traditional occupations. 

Two Rama temples and those of Pydambika 
with Her stone image in female form, Bangaramba 
and Muthyalamba are the places of worship here. 
Pydambika temple is 6 furlongs from the village. 

Pydambika Uthsavam is celebrated for 15 da ys 
from Chaitra Suddha PadJami to Purnima (March
April). Turmeric, kumkum and fruits are offered. 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. 
When the deity is brought in to the village, all the 
devotees go to the house of the pujari, where there 
are ghatalJls (pot 5 decorated with turmeric, kumkum 
and vibhuthi) and offer turmeric,kumkum, fruits, naive
dyam and new clothes. 
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A fair is held in connection with the festival 
for one clay. Nearly 3,000 persons from the neigh
bouring villages congregate. Eatables, lanterns, 
mirrors, combs and toys are sold. Cock-fights afford 
entertainment to the visitors. 

The other festival of the village il Bangaramma 
Uthsavam celebrated for 13 days from Bhadrapada 
Suddha Ashtami to PlJrnima (August.September)_ On 
the first day fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to 
the deity and the deil y is taken in a procenion. 
Pujari and the trustee are Kapus. 

Muthyalamba Uthsavam is also celebrated for 8 
days from Magha SuddhaAshtamito Pl.lrnima (January. 
February). Fowls, goats and sheep are ~acrificed 
to the deity and the deity is taken in a procession. 
Plljari ia a Kapu. 

SOURCE: Sri G. Seetharamaraju, Teacher, Gandhavaram. 

14. Patha Kovvada hamlet ofKovvada-Situated 
at a diltance of 3 miles from Kantakapalle Railway 
Station and 6 miles from Padmanabham. 

The total population of the main village Kov
vada including the halmet (Patha Kovvada) is 1,896 
and it is made up of the following communitiea:
caste Hindus-Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaisya, Velama, 
Golla, Telaga, Vada Balija, Kapu (Reddy), Yata, 
Kummari, Padmasale, Chakali, Mangali, Telukula; 
Scheduled Castes (462 persoDs)-Mala, Madiga and 
Relli and Muslims. The chief means of livelihood of 
the people are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
trade. 

There is the only temple of a Sadhu in this 
village. There are sacred abodes of the viiiage 
deities Pydithalli and Bangaramma with their stone 
image. in the fields. 

Sadhu Theertham is celebrated for a day on Phal
gUM Suddlw Ekadasi (February-March). This is 
being celebrated for the palt 20 years in m~mory of 
a saint. Approximately 1,000 devotees of tbis and 
the, neighbouring villages congregate without any 
distinction of caste or creed. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
with a few shops'selling eatables, utensils, etc. 

Gramadevathala Panduga ill celebrated according to 
the convenience of the villagers for 9 days com
mencing on a Monday. 

. Tholiveli Panduga is celebrated on Monday and 

.Anupu on Tuesday i.e., the 9th day. Goats and 

.. 
fowls are sacrificed to the deity. The devotees 
observe fasting on Anupu Pandula. This is being 
celebratfd from ancient times and the local Hindu 
devotees participate. Velamas are the patrons. Pujari 
is Sri Kambapu Narisi, a Kapu with hereditary 
rights. Prasadam is distributed to all. Dramas and 
fancy dresse! afford entertainment. 

Pydithalli Ammavari Panduga is celebrated once 
in 3 years and Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated 
every year soon after the harvest. 

SOURCE: Sri L. rernaidu, Teacher, Pathakovvada. 

15. KlIsuluvada-Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Bheemunipatnam and 19 miles from Waltair 
Railway Station. 

The total population oftbe village is },818 
consisting of Brahmin, Vaisya, Kahatriya, Kapu, 
Dasari, Telukula, Sale, Mangali, Kamsali castes; 
Scheduled Castes (115 persons)-Mala and Madiga 
and Scheduled Tribe. (198 pt:rsons). The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul. 
turallabour, trade, goldsmithy and other traditional 
occupations. 

The temple of Sri Rama renovated'in the year 
Manmadha (1951 A. D.) and of the village deity 
Pydithallamma wi tb Her stone image are the places 
of worshi p bere, 

Sri Rama Theertha Mahothsauam is celebrated 
for 2 days on Magha Suddha Sapthami and Ashtami 
(January-February). There is free feeding on the 
fiint day and pujas on the 8econd day. The 
devotees take bath and observe fasting and jagarana. 
This ancient festival is patronized by the villager •. 
Nearly 4,000 devotees of this and the neigh. 
bouring villages congregate without any distinction 
of caste or creed. Pujari is Sri Kshanikam Appala 
Swamy, a Kapu. 

A fair is held in this connection with a few 
.hops selling mirrors, combs and pictures of Gods. 

Gramadlvalha Ulhsavam is celebrated on Pluilguna 
Suddha PurnimlJ (Fl'bruary-March). 

SOURCE: Sri K. Si'a Ramaiah, Teacher, Kusuluvada. 

16. Lakshmipllram hamlet or Majjivalasa
Situated at a distance of 13 mileS from Bheemunipat. 
nam and 13 miles from Vizianagaram Railway Sta
don. A Brahmin by name Lakshmi Narayana was 
the first settler of tbis village and hence the village 
goes by the name Lakshmipuram. 
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The total population of the village Majjivalasa 
including the hamlet Laksbmipuram is 2,917, con· 
sisting of Nagas, Yatas, etc., and Scheduled Castes 
(187 persons)-Mala and Madiga. The chief meaI_!s of 
livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricultu
ral labour and other traditional occupations. 

Bangaramma temple with Her wooden image 
is the place of worship. 

Bangaramina Panduga is celebrated for 3 days 
from Chairra Suddha Purnima (March-April). The 
deity is brought into the village 15 days before the 
festival. Tholivellu and Anupu!Panduga are the impor
tant rituals. Cocoanuts, fruits, birds, animal sand 
clothes are offered to the deity. The devotees 
white-wash their houses and observe fasting and 
jagarana. This ia an ancient festival of local signi
ficance. Malas and other Sche'4uled Caltes people 
are the chief followers. The local Hindu people 
irrespective of caste or creed congregate. Pujari 
called Daivaguruvu is a Mala with hereditary rights. 
This festival i. also celebrated when small-pox and 
epidemics prevail in the village. 

SOURCE: Sri. K. Narayana Swamy, Teacher, Lakshmi
puram. 

17. Kolavaoipalem-Situatt'd at a distance of 6 
miles from KothavaJasa Railway Station and 20 
miles from Visakhapatnam. There are no proper 
communication facilities'to this village. 

The total popUlation of the village i. 568 con .. 
sisting of Brahmin, Sharabu, Kapu, Chakali, Man. 
gali castes and Scheduled Castes (38 persons). The 
chief means of their livelihood is agriculture. 

Sri Venkateswa-ra Swamy temple in ruins and 
a sacred abode for the village deity Dara Pydamma 
with Her image in human form~ are the iplaces of 
worship. 

Dara Pydamma Aradhana takes place for 11 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Pancham; to Purnima (February
March). Fruits and flowers are offered to the deity. 
This is being celebrated for the past 70 years with 
local significance. Festival expenditure is met by 
collecting donations from the villagers., Local 
Hindus participate. A Sudra performs puja during 
the' festive days. 

SOUROE: Sri M. Prakasa Chari, Teacher, Kolavani
palem. 

18. Bhimandorapalem-Situated at a distance 
of 5 miles from Kothavalasa Railway Station by 

foot- path. The first settler is an Agency Konda 
Dora by name Bhimanna. Dora. So this village was 
called after him as Bhimandorapalem< 

The total pop'Jlation of the village is 615 com
pnsmg Brahmins, Vaisyas, Nagaras, Kapus, 
Mannedoras, Gollas, Sales, Telaga,s, Yataa, Chaka
iis and Mangalis; Scheduled Castes (87 persons); 
Scheduled Tribes (68 persons. )and Muslims. The 
chief means of their. livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural;' .. labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

There is a temple of Sri Rama and sacred 
abodes for the deity Dara Pydamma; Kanakamma 
is worshipped in the form of an ocimtlm sanctum 
tree (Tulasi). 

Kanakamma Thlertham is celebrated for one day 
in Pushyam generally on January 16th. Fruits, 
turmeric and kumkum are offered, This local festi. 
val is celebrated in memory of Kanakamma, a 
Pathivratha (chaste woman) after her death. Local 
Hindus participate. Pujari is Smt. Gothina Kana
kamma, a Kapu woman. 

Dara Pydamma Utnsavam is also celebrated in 
this village. 

The devotees take bath in the tank and observe 
jagarana during Maha Sivaratd and Dara Pydamma 
festival. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Andrews, Teacher, Bhimandorapalem. 

19. Gorinta-Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Kothavalasa Railway Station. There were 
three brothers Bhimanna, G::>ranna and Ramanna 
who were Manyam DOfl!.s of this village. While 
Bhi mannadorapalem i. named after Bheemanna, 
this village got its name from Goranna. He adopted 
a boy by name Yerranna and ~gave all his lands to 
the boy. Hence the hamlet is called as Yerravani
palem after the son. 

The total population 'ofthe village is 494 and 
it consists of Golla,IKapu, Yata, Chakali, Mangali 
castes and Scheduled:Castes (33 persons)-Mala and 
Madiga. The chief means of their livelihood is 
agriculture. 

The temples of Durgamma. and Paradeaamma 
and the sacred abode of Gangu Naidu worshipped 
in the form of an ocimum tree . (Tulasi ,hettu) are 
the places of worship here. 



HHEEMUNIPATNAM TALUK 181 

Gangu Naidu Theertham is celebrated for 3 days 
from Phalguna Suddha Dasami (February~March). 
This is being held since 1960 only. It is a cele
bration in memory of Gangu Naidu who was the 
head of the village.· The local Hindus participate. 
Pujari is Muchchakarla Simhachalam, a Kapu. 
Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Ammavari PaT/dllga is also celebratt'd and the 
devotees observe fasting. Turmeric and kumkum are 
offered to the deity. 

SOURCE: Sri S. K. K. Prasada Rao, Teacher, Gorinta. 

:ZOo Kanamam-Situated at a distance of 6 miles 
from Kothavalasa Railway Station by fvot-path, 
and 16 miles from Bheemunipatnam. There is a bus 
route nearby this village. 

The total population of the village is 540 con
sisting of Golla, Sale and Kapu castes and Mala 
Scheduled Caste (40 persons). The chief means 
of their livelihood is agriculture. 

The temples of Paradesamma to the east of the 
village and Nllkalamma to the west of the village 
with their wooden images are the places of 
worship. The images are replaced by new ones, 
every year. 

Paradesamma POllduga is celebrated for 9 days 
in Phalgunam (February-March) or Chaitram (March
April). The deity is brought illto the village. 
Bhajans and magic shows are arranged. On the 
eighth day, either Bhagavatham or burrakatha enter
tain the villagers. On the ninth day, Anupu Panduga 
is celebrated. Goats, fowls and sheep are sacri
ficed to the deity. This ancient festival is patroni
zed by Kapus. Local Hindus participate. Gorla 
Somulu, a Kapu is the pujari. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated in Asvijam 
(September-October) for 3 days. Every day, 
bhajans, music and magic are performed. Pujari is 
Sri Konda Narasaiab, a Golla. 

Nukalamma festival is celebrated on p,halguna 
Bahula Amavasya (February-March) and turmeric, 
kumkum and fruits are offered to the deity. Fasting 
is observed. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Nara) ana Murthi, Teacher, Kanamam. 

2t. Ramavaram-Situated at a distance of 8 miles 
from Pendurthi Railway Station and 18 miles from 
Bheemunipatnam. 

The total popUlation of the village is 587 com
prising Kapm, Gollas, Nagaras; Scheduled Castes 
(60 peraons)-Adi~Andhras and Scheduled Tribes 
(16 persons). The chief means of their livelihood 
is agricult ure. 

The temples of Bangaramma with Her wooden 
image, Chintalamma, Muthyalan.ma and Durga
lamma are the places of worship. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated from Chaitra 
Suddha Vidiya (March-April). Animals are sacrificed 
and turmeric, kumkum and fruits are offered to the 
deity. This is being celebrated since the origin of 
the village. The villagers are the patrons. Local 
devotees of all communities partcipate. A Relli, 
Scheduled Caste, woman is the p'tjari. 

The devotees observe fasting and jagarana 
during festive days. 

SOURCE. Sri Velpuru Veeracharyulu, Teacher, Rama
lIaram. 

2Z. Dabllanda-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from G. N. T. road, 6 miles from Pendurthi Rail~ 
way Station and 18 miles from Bheemunipatnam. 
This village is situated in a hilly region and there 
are no proper communication facilities. 

The total population of the village is 474 
made up of Kapus, Gallas and Scheduled Castes 
(Ill persons}-Mala and Madig;t. The chief means 
of their livelihood is agriculture. 

There is a temple of the village deity with Her 
idol in human form. 

Gramadevatha Panduga is celebrated for 9 days 
from Chaitra Suddha Vidiya to Dasami (March-April). 
Fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to tbe deity. 
Local Hindu devotees of all castes particip:lte. Pu~ 
jari is Sri Pontbapalli Somulu, a Kapu, with heredi
tary rights. 

The devotees observe fasting and jagarana 
during festive days. 

At a distance of 2 miles from the village, on 
Simhachalam road, there is a stone image?f Bhai
rava Swamy in human form witb no temple. People. 
of this and the neighbouring villages congregate to 
have darshan of the deity. Devotees going to Sim~ 
hachalam take the darshan of this deity and fulfil 
their vows. Sitvaratri Uthsavam is celebrated for this 
deity by Simhachalam Devasthanam. 



182 SECTION X 

SOURCE: Sri fladlamani Ratnaji Rao, Teacher, 
Dabhanda. 

23. Gu.dUova-Situated at a distance of 9 miles to 
the west of Bheemunipatnam and 7 miles from 
Chittivalasa. 

The total population of the village is 173 of 
which only seven belong to Scheduled Castes. The 
chief means of livdih00d of tbe people IS agric,Il~ 

ture. 

Sri Satyanarayanaswamy festival is celebrated 
for 3 days in Magham (January. February) . Nearly 
2,000 Hindu devotees of this and the neighbouring 
villages congregate. 

SOURCE: Statement of Fairs and Festivals .Iimlisked by 
the Superintendent of Police, Visakhapatnarn. 

24. Gambhil'am-Situated ~t a distance of 6 
miles from Bheemunipatnam by bus and 15 miles 
from Waltair Railway Station. About 400 ytars ago, 
Gambheerudu, a tax ·c.)llector was. retnrn ing home 
after collecting taxes. On his way, he Saw two 
hares fighting by the side of a h ill near the present 
village. Even after Gambhira went near, they did 
not run away. He thought that the place had great 
mahathyam and waded to construct a village He had 
som':! relatives (Yadavas) and friends in the neigh
bouring villages who readily' co-operated in his 
effort to establish a new habitat in his name as 
Gambhiram. For want of proper water facilities, the 
original habitat which was One furlong away waS 
shifted to the present site. 

The tolal population of the village is 2,217 
consisting of GolJas, Yatas, Kamsalis etc.; Schedu
led Castes (79 persons); and Scheduled Tribes (5 
perosns). The chi~'f means of their livelihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour, goldsmithy and 
sheep rearing. 

The temples of Bangaramma with the image in 
human form, Balla Kothamma with the wooden 
image' and Sri Rama are the places of worship. 
There is a Sivalingam and 2 images of Nandi with no 
temple in this Village. During the Muslim period, 
the temple of Siva was destroyed and the head 
of the N~ndi w -s broken. 

Balla Kothamma Panduga is celebrated for 9 
days from Chaitra Suddha Putnima (March-April). Ani
mals are sacrificed and the deity is taken in a prO~ 
cession, This is being celebrated for the past over 
300 years with local significance. The patron is 

Sri Puthala Chandri Naidu, the Village Munsiff. 
Local Hindu devotees of all communities partici. 
pate, Pujori is Puthala Yerraiah, a Yadava with 
hereditary rights. Bhajans, Harikathas and Bhaga
wtharns afford entf'ftainment. The devotees take 
river-bath and observe fasting and jagarana during 
the festive days. 

SODRCE: Sri A. V. S. Ramo Rao, Teacher, Gamhhiram. 

25. Vemulavalasa-S ituated by the side of Chitti. 
valasa-Pendurthi road towards thl> south, at a dis
tance of 4 miles from Chittivalasa and about 5 miles 
from Bheemunipatnam, 

The total population of the village is 1,491 
consisting of many Hindu castes; and Scheduled 
Castes (124 persons). Th1' chief means of their live
lihood are agriculture, agricultural labour. and other 
trad itional occupation s. 

The death anniversary of a Sadhu (Saint) is 
celebrated for 3days from (hoitro Suddha Padyami to 
Tadi'Jo (March-April). Nearly 10,000 devotees 
from this and the neighbouring villages congre
gate. 

SOURCE; Statement of Fairs and Festivals furnirhed by 
tht Distric t Health Officer. Vi ,akhapatnam. 

26. Vellauki Pcddipalem,Situated on the Pen
durthi-Chittivalasa road, at' a distance of 3 miles 
from Chittivalsa, 6 miles from Bheemunipatnarn and 
12 miles from Vizianagararn Railway Station. 

The total population of the vi lIage is 2,275 con~ 
sisting of many Hindu castes; and Scheduled Castes 
(220 prrsons). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture, agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Sadhu Taira is celebrated for 3 days in Chaitram 
(March-April). Abollt 2,000 Hindus participate. 
This is being cekbrated by the villagers since 
1936. 

SOURCE: Statement of Faits and Festivals furnished "y 
the District Health Officer, Visakhapatnam. 

27. Thallavalasa-Situated at a distance of 22 
miles from Bheemunipatnam. 

The total population of tJte village is 2,276 
~ comprising Brahmins, Vaisyas, Kshatriyas, Sudras 

and Adi·Andhras. Schedultd Caste (345 persons). 
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The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture, 
agricultural labour, trade and employment. 

Sri Rama temple is the place of worship in this 
village. 

Ekavaham in Rama temple is celebrated for one 
day on Karthika Suddha Purnima (October-November). 
The deity is taken in procession with music. The 
dovotees take river -bath and observe faslinrr and 
jagarana. The devotees of the village congregate 
without any distinction of caste or creed. There is 
free feeding on that day. 

Gramadevathala festival is also celebrated in this 
village. Formerly there was animal sacrifice. Now 
animal sacrifice is replaced by offering C')COlmts. 

The deity is taken in procession with mUlic. 

The devotees take ri ver-bath and observe fasting 
during the festive days. 

SOURCE: Sri G. Lakshmi Narayana Raju, Cultivator, 
Thallavala sa. 

28. Gudivada-Situated on the banks of Gosthani 
river at a distance of 1 mile and 2 furlongs from 
Thagarapuvalasa junction, 4 miles from Bheemuni
patnam and 13 miles from Vizianagaram Railway 
Station. The original settlers of this village were 
Adi~Andhras with the surname 'Gudivada'. So 
the village goes by the name Gudivada. The 
watch house of the Vizianagara Kings was in thia 
village. The revenue collected from the villagers 
waS taken to the fort of Vizianagaram from this 
place. The army was also located in this vi Ilage. 
The watch house was shifted to Bheemunipatnam 
after some time. 

The total popu lation of the village is 1,878 and 
it is made up of Vaisyas, Kapus, Sales, Telukulas, 
Kamsalis; and Scheduled Castes (179 persons) 
Malas. The chief means of their Ii velihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour, trade, goJdsmithy 
and other traditional occupations. 

The temples of Rasa Polamma on a hillock 
beside the village with the wooden image in human 
form Durgalamma and Sri Rama are the places 
of worship in this village. 

Rasa Polamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 7 days 
in Jaishtam (May~June). Fowls, goat!; and sheep 
decorated with neem leaves and kum/f,um are sacrificed 

. to the deity. The devotees first go to the temple and 
worship the deity with turmeric, kumkum and incense 

and pray the deity for the fulfilment of their desires. 
Fruits, flowers and new clothes are 'offered to the 
deity. The devotees invite their relatives and friends 
arrange dinners, take sea~bath; and some people ob
Serve fasting on this day. This is of ancient origin 
confined to this and the neighbouring villages. People 
of all communities of this and the neighbouring 
villages participate. Pujari is Sri Nandika Appala
sWamy with hereditary r;ghts .. 

SOURCE: Sri Pendyala Mosses, Teacher, Gudivada. 

29. Kosanavanipalem. hamlet of Chippada
Situated at a distance of 2 miles to the north of 
Bheemunipatnam, 3 miles from Chittivalasa and 
25 miles from Vizianagaram Railway Station. As 
Reddys with the surname 'Kosana' who predomi
nantly inhabit the village were the first settlers of 
this village, it is called as Kosanavanipalem. 

lhe total population of Chippada village inclu~ 
ding the hamlet Kusanavanipalem is 4,381 compri. 
sing Reddis and other Hindu castes; Scheduled 
Castes (218 persons)~Mala and Madiga. The chief 
means of livelihood of the people are agriculture, 
agricult'ual labour, employment in the jute mill of 
Chiltivalasa and other traditional occupations. 

The village deity Seethammavaru is worshipped 
here, but the temple of this deity is situated in 
Chippada village and the image is in human form. 

Seethammavaru Pallduga is celebrated for 15 days 
from Vaisakha Suddha Tadiya, Chavithi or Panchami 
to Bakula Chauitki or Panchami (April-May). Fowls, 
goats and sheep are sacrificfd to the deity. Fruits, 
flowers, clothes, incense and naivedyam are offered. 
The devotees decorate their houses. The villagers 
invite their relatives for the festival, They sacrifice 
the animals to the deity, observing fast. This is 
being celebrated for the past over 100 years. It is 
confined to Mulakuddi, A~ipalem, Nammivaripalem, 
Kosanavaripalem, Jeeripalem Pathapalem and 
Kancharlapalem villages. Kapus are the patrons. 
The Hindu devotees of this and the neighboll'ing 
villages congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. Pl1jari is a Redd y (Kapu) of Saragada 
surname with hereditary rights. Bhajans, kola tam , 
fancy dress, Harikathas and dramas afford entertain
ment to visitors. 

SOURCE: Sri J. Sundera Rao, Teacher, KO$avanipalem. 

30 AnnavaralD-Situated at a distance of Smiles 
from Bheemunipatnam and 20 miles from Vizia
nagaram Railway Station. 
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The total population of the village is 1,103 
made up of Golh s, Vada Balijas, Beshtas etc., and 
Scheduled Castes (32 persons). The chief means of 
their livelihood a,re agr ic.ulture, agricultural labour, 
fishing and other tradtional occupations. 

The temple of the village deity Paradesamma is 
the place of worship. 

Paradesamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 2 or 3 
days in Chaitram (March-April). Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed to the deity. This is an ancient 
local festival. The patrons are Vada Balijas. People 
of all communities in the village participate. Pujari 
is a Vada Balija with hereditary rights. 

Pedda Vala Panduga is celebrated on Karlhika 
Suddha Purnima (Oc1uber-Novembtr) by the Vada 
Balija community and fowls and sheep are sacrificed 
during the festival. 

SOURCE: Sri Vole Ii Sa,,~eswara Rao, Single Teacher, 
Annavaram. 

31. Polipalle-Situated by the side of Visakha
patnam-Srikakulam road, at 2l distance of about 6 
miles from Bheemunipatnam. The Vizianagaram 
Kings appointed Sri Datla Venkatapathi Raju to 
collect land reVf'nue from the villagers. 

The total population of the viIla~e is 3,227 made 
up of Kshatriya, Kapu, Naga, Padmasale etc., castes; 
Scheduled Castes (205 perSOllS)- Mala and Madiga 
and Scheduled Tribes (12 persons). The chief means 
of their livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour, 
weaving and other traditional occupations. 

Siva temple, 2 Sri Rama temples, Pydithalli 
Ammavari temple constructed by the Vizianagara 
Kings and a church are the places of worship in this 
village. 

Pydithalli fes.tival is celebrated for 3 days from 
Phalguna Suddha Purnima (Febru3ry-March) The 
festival actually commences on a Tuesday before 
Phalguna Suddha Purnima. Arrangeme_nts are made 
one month in advance. The deity is brought from 
the nearby vanam (garden) into the village and 
ghatams are taken in procession during nights. Fowls, 
goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. Tur
meric, kumkum and new clothes an~ offered to Her. 
The d~ity is taken in procession on a car on 
Tmsday evening through the main streets of the 
village. The devotees stand on either side of the road 
and thr6w plantains on the car. The devotees cover 
the image with new clothes. Such of the devotees 

who cannot go to the tf'mple cowr their new clothes 
on the car and then wear them. The District 
Collector, Tahsildar and the Superintendent of Police 
visit this festival. Formerly, the Vizianagara Kings 
also used to come to this place. Some of the devo
tees observe fasting till the deity is taken in process
ion. This festival is one century old. The Vizia
nagara Kings and the trustees of Padmanabham de. 
vasthanam are the chief patrons. Sfl K. Seethaiah, pu
jari is a Kapu. This festival is also celebrated in Poli
palle village near Raj~m in Srikakulam District. 

A fair i's held in connection with the festival 
for 3 days. About 30,000 people from far and near 
congregate. Utensils, lanterns, torch lights; pictures 
and photos of deities, Ayurvedic medicines, mill 
cloth, handloom cloth, agricultural implements and 
toys of various kinds are sold. 

Sanit3ry and health arrangements are made 
during the festival. 

SOURCE: Sri Poduru Rama Rao, Headmaster, Polipalle. 

32. Bangarurajupeta-.Situated at a distance of 
10 miles from Vizianagaram Railway Station. 

The total population of the village is 720 con
sisting of Vaisya, Kapu, Yata, Chdkali, Sharabu; 
and Scheduled Castes (9 persons)-Mala and Madiga. 
The chief means of their livelihood are agriculture 
and labour. 

Polipallet emple iwith Ammavari image in human 
form is the place of worship. 

Polipalle Ammavari Panduga is celebrarted for 3 
days from Monday to Wednesday before Phalguna 
Suddha Purnima (February-March). Turmeric, kumkum 
and sarees are offered to the deity. Fowls, goats and 
sheep are sacrificed. The devotees take sea-bath and 
observe fasting and jagaram. This is being celebrated 
for the past 60 years. Nearly 6,000 devotees of all 
Hmdu communities p:lrticipate. Pujari is Sri 
Chelluru Bangarai:lh, a Kapu with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in this connection from ancient 
times. About 6,000 people from this and the neigh
bouring v,llages congregate. Eatables, mirrors. combs, 
hand loom cloth, readymade clothes and agricultural 
implements a rt: sold in the fair. 

SOURCE: Sri B. Sundara Rao, Teacher, Bangarurajupeta. 

33. Gantlam-Situated at a distance of 2 miles 
from the 514th milestone on Madras-Calcutta Grand 
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'lrunk Road and 12 miles from Vizianagaram. It is 
said that some of the villagers worked in the army 
of Vizianagara Kings in the 15th century. After 
the decline of Vi jay ana gar a empire the villagers sold 
their inam lands given by the kings for their liveli~ 
hood and settled in their villages. 

The total population of the village is 620. It 
is multi-ethnic in composition consisting of Brahmin, 
Kshatriya, Kamsali, Chakali, J\1angali, Yata, Golld 
castes; Mala and Madiga Scheduled C.1stes (140 per-

; 80ns) and Muslims. The chief means of their liveli
hood are agriculture, agricultural labour and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Vimarsa Prakasa Viswes
wara Swamy, Bangaramma with Her image in fe
male form, Pydithalli and Durgamma are the places 
of worship. 

Bangaramma Panduga is celebrated for 3 da ys 
from Vaisakha Suddha Purnima (April-May). This 
festival actuany commences from a Monday before 
-Vaisakha Suddha Purnima. Pandals are erected on 
:Sunday i. e., one day before the commencement of 

. the festival. Bhagavatham is the entertainm(nt on 
Monday night. On Tuesday, arouJu of the deity j 

. b S celebrated WIth great pomp. Formerly u ffa lot's 
were E'a'Crificed to the deity. But now only fewls 
and she\p are sacrificed. This is an ancient festival 
patronized by the Kshatriyas of Gotimukkala family. 
Pujari is a Yadava with hereditary rights. 

A fair with a few shops selling eatables, uttn
sils, etc., is held in this connection for the past over 
200 years. About 2,000 people from the neigh. 
bouring villages congregate. Bhajans, lottery and 
draQlas afford en terta i nmen t. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Rama Krishna Rao, Headmaster, 
Gantlam. 

34. Pedatadivada-Situated at a distance of 3 miles 
from Vizianagaram Railway Station, 22 miles from 
Bheemunipatnam and 40 mile! from Visakhapat· 
nam. 

The total population of the village is 2,722. 
It is made up of Bral!mins, Vaisyas, Kshatriyas, 
Sudras and Scheduled Castes (221 persons). The 
chief means of livelihood of the people are agricul
ture, agriculturai labour and other traditional occu
pations, 

A garden is worshipped in the name of the 
village deity Pydithalli! But there is no temple or 
imag: for the deity. 

Gramadeuatha Pydithalli Panduga is celebra
ted for 30 days in Vaisakham (April-Ma y). The 
deity is brought into the village ar,d dramas, Bha
gavathams and burrakathas enter lain the villagers. 
On the last day, the pujari is taken in procenion 
round the village on surimanu with music and fancy 
dresses. The devotees decorate their houses and 
observe fasting and jaglJrana. Pujari is a Sudra 
with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
from ancient times. Nearly 10,000 people of this 
and the neighbouring villages congregate. Uten
sils, lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures and several 
k'nds of toys are s01d. Bhajans, Bhagavafhams and 
mJgic afford entertainm'!nt to the visitors. 

Sirlashatami jatara on Phalguna Suddha Ash
(ami (February-March) and Sivarairi from Magha 
Bllh~tla Triod'lsi f0r 2 days (January-February) are 
the other festivals celebrated in this village. There 
are free fceding facilities for the pilgrims for Siva
ratTi festival. 

SOURCE: Sri G. S. N. Raju, Headmaster, Pedatadiuada. 

35. Gumpura-SitU;\led at a distance of 6 miles 
rom Vizianagarz.m Railway Station. 

Th ~ total p)pulation of the village is 2,195 
comprised of Kapus, Pad masales, other Hindu castell 
and Scheduled Castes (300 persons). The chief 
mean3 of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul· 
tural lab,)ur, weaving and other traditional occupa
ions. 

The temples of Bangara mma, Pydithalli, 
Ramalingeswara Swamy, Sri R"lml, Chinnam Naidu 
Mutt and Perantalu GUlldams are the places of 
worship in this village. 

Sri Ramalingeswara Swamy festival is cele
brated for o-ne day on Magha Bakula Chathurdasi 
(january-February). Cocoanuts and plantains are 
offered. This festival is being celebrated from 1953. 
and local Hindus participate. There is a pujari to 
perform pujas to the Lord. Dramas. Bhajans and 
burrakathas afford en tertainment. 

Bangaramma Panduga, Pydithalli Panduga and 
Sri Rama Uthsavam are the other festivals of the 
Village. 

The devotees take bath and observe fasting on 
festive occasions. 

SOURCE:. Sri D. Bala Ramaswamy, Teacher, GumPUNl~ 
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36. Tsollangipeta-Situated at a distance of 8 
miles from Vizianagaram Railway Station and 20 
miles from Bheemunipatnam. This village is on the 
bank of rivrr Champavathi. A new village was 
constrllctfd abo'lt 100 years back, one furlong away 
from the river as the village was frequented by 
floods. There was a fbod havoc in 1931 October 
and some houses collapsed - even in this new 
vjJlag~. 

The total population of the village is 919 
consisting of Brahmin, Kshatriya. Vai'ya, Agnikula 
Ksbatriya and other Hindu castes; and Sch{duled 
Castes (129 persons) Mala: and M<idiga. The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, agricul
turallabour, fishing and other traditional occupa
tions, 

There is a sacred abode for the deity Nukala:
mma and a dilapidated Sr~ Rama temple in this 
village. The wooden image of Nukalamma and 
g/wtoms (pots) are worshipped -in the name of the 
deity. 

Nukalamma Gramadevatha festival was being 
celebrated for B days before Chaitra Suddha Purnima 
(March-April) .upto 1945. Cocoanuts, fruits, jaggery 
chalimidi turmeric, kumkum and new clothes were being 
offered. The devotees used to take sea' and river-bath 
and observe fasting and jagarana. Viziana5aram 
Kings were the patrons. The devotees of the village 

-used to congregate v.ithout any distinction of caste 
or creed. Pujari is an Agnikula Kshatriya with hert: 
ditary rights. The celebration of this festival has 
been stopped since 4bout 1945. 

SOURCE: Sri D. Suryanarayana, TeGcher, Tsollangipcta. 

37. Pinatadivada-Situated at a distance of 5 
miles from Vizianagaram Railway Staticn. 

The tolal population of the village is 1,295 
and it is made up of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Viswabrah_ 
mins, Kapus, Telagas, Padmasales; and Adi-Andh
raS Scheduled Caste (96 persons). The chief meanS 
of livelihood of the people are agriculture, agricul
tural labour and other traditional occupations. 

Bangaramn.a temple with Her image in 
female form decorated with colours and S-ri Rama 
temple are the places of worship. The other deities 
pydithalli and Durgamma are also worshipped. 

Bangaramma festival is celebrated once in 
~wo years for 2days in SrarJonam (July.August). 

On the fi,st day, all the villager! go to thl-. ,~ ~-

temple with the pujari and bring the deity into tb., 
village after worshipping Her. On the next day;):,.. 
turmeric and kumkum are offered to the deity., 
Cocoanuts, new clothes, fruits and naivedyam are 
offered. Animals and fowls are sacrificed. The 
devotees observe fasting. BhajanJ, kolatams and' 
Bhagavathams aff,)rd entertainment. This is an 
ancient festival. The temple was constructed by 

Meesala Ramu Naidu, native of Majukuru village 
and he is the pol,tron. He is called Ammori
gariswamy by tn.e V'magers. There is a pujari with 
hereditary rights. 

A fair ~eld in conn('ction with the festival 
for 2 day!. S):ll:! thJus.wd, of people from the 
neighbouring villages congregate. Eatables, Ian· 
terns, mirrors, combs, pictures and cloth are sold. 

Pydithalli Pan-duga is celebrated once in five 
years in T'aisakham (April-May). People of this 
ar.cI ti.e neighbouring villages congregate. 

The villdge deity Durgamma is also worship
ed every Tuesday. Devotees sha~'e their heads in 
u 161m ~nt of their d ~sir ~S. A woma-l is th! p!ljari. 

SOURCE: Sri Alanapuram Sanyasappanna, Headmaster, 
Pinatadivada. 

38. Akkivaram-Situated near the 516th mile
stone nn the Madras-Calcutta Grand Trunk Road, 
at a distance of 10 miles from Vizianagaram Rail
way Stltion. 

The total popUlation of the village is 2,556 
and it made up of Brahmin, Vai,ya, Kapu, Golla, 
Sale, Mangali, Chakali, Kamsali, cutes; Scheduled 
Castes (55 persons)-Mala and Madiga and Muslims. 
The chief means of livelihood of the people are 
agr iculture, agricul tural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Sri Rama temple and Naruperantalu temple 
are the places of worship. In about 1935 Naru
perantalu died and asked the villagers in a dream 
to construct a temple for Her and celebrat~ Her 
fts~ival every year. 

Naruperantalu Uthsavam is celebrated for one 
day on Magha Suddlta Ekadasi Uanuary~February). 
This festival is being celebrated for the past 35 
yean. Kapus an: the patrons. About 1,000 Hindu 
devotees from the neighbouring villages congregate 
without any distinction of caste or creed. Pujarii. 
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Sri Naru Narasimhulu, a Kapu of Nagali gotram 
with hereditary righu. 

A fair is held in connection with the festival 
with a few shops selling sweets, fmits, pictures 
and toys. 

SOURCE: Enumerator, Akkivaram. 

39. Savaravilli-Situated by the side of G. N. T. 
Road at a distance of 8 miles from Bheemunipat
nam. 

The total population of the village is 2,072 
and it is made up of Pa·dmafale, Golla, Kapu, Yata 
and other Hindu castes and Scheduled Castes (88 
persons). The chief means of their livtlihood are 
agriculture, agricultural labour, weaving and other 
traditional occupations. 

The temples of Sri Rama and Bangaramma are 
the places of worsh ip. 

• 
Bangaramma festival is celebra ted in Vaisakham 

(April-May). Fowls, goats and sheep are sacri
ficed to the deity. This is a local festival. Padma
sales are the patrons. Local people of all Hindu 
communities participate. Pujari is a Kapu. 

SOURCE: Sri P. C. Babu, Teacher, Savaravilli. 

40. Tsakivalala-Situated at a distance of 12 
miles from Vizianagaram. The first settlers of the 
village are Washerman (Chakali or Tsakali caste) 
and hence it goes by name Tsakivalasa after the 
first settlers. 

The total population of the village is 669 and it 
is made up of mostly Kapus and Scheduled Castes 
(53 persons). The chief means of their livelihood 
are agriculture and agricultural labour. 

The temple of a family deity called 'Perantalu' 
with a shrine is the place of worship here. 

Psranta/u Uthsavam is celebrated for one day on 
Magha Suddha Purnima (January-February). Fowh 
and sheep are sacrificed. Th is is of ancient or igin. 
Pujari is Sri Lanka Appalaswamy, a Kapu of Tha
belu golram with hereditary rights. 

A fair is held in this connection for one day 
near the temple. Nearly 400 people from the neigh
bouring villages congregate. Lanterns, mirrors, 
cOII\bs, pictures are sold. Recitation of Bhagavatham 
is the entertainment. 

SOU~C~: .sri r. Satyqn.ara)'f!na MUrthYI Teacher, Tsakl. 
valqsa

l 
_. . 

41. Bhogapuram-Situated at a distance of 12 
miles from Vizianagar:ml Railway Station. As Sri 
Bhogalingeswaraswamy is said to have established 
himself in this village, it goes by the name I3hoges
warapuram which in courSe of time came to be 
called as Bhogapuram. 

The total population of the village is 6,934 and 
it is made up of Brahmins, Vaisyas, Viswabrahmins, 
Telagas, Chakalis, Mangalis, Kummaris and 
Padmasales; and Scheduled Castts (885 persons). 
The chief means of livelihood of the people arc 
agriculturt", agricultural labour and other tradi
tional occupations. 

Rama temple and Tota Pallamma temple with 
small images are the places of worship here. 

. Tota Pallamma Uthsavam is celebrated for 
3 cays once in two years before Vaisakha Suddha Pur
nima (April-May). The villagers bring the deity 
and fntntain Her in the village fc.r 15 days. 
Uthsavam is generally celehrated on Monday, Tues
day and Wednesday. On Tuesday four cars are: 
taken in a procefs:on along with sirimanu. Turmeric, 
kUT1Ik'lm. chalimidi, rcdcpappu and fruits are offered 
and fowls, goats and sheep are sacrificed to the 
deity. This is being celebrated from ancient times. 
About 6,000 Hindu devotees from neighbouring 
villages congregatl". Fujari is a Telaga of Nagula 
gotram enjoying manyam lands. 

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days from 
ancient times. About 6,000 people from the neigh- .. 
bouring villages congregate. Eatables, utensils, 
lanterns, mirrors, combs, pictures, cloth are sold. 
Harikathas, Blzagavc.thams and dramas afford enter
tainment. 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated for 10 day. from 
Chaitra Suddha Pad)'ami to Dasami (March-April). 
Cocoanuts, fruits, camphor and incense are offered 
to the deity. This festival is being celebrated since 
1950. All Hindu cGmmunities take part in the 
festival. Pujari is a Brahmin with hereditary rights. 
Every day Harikathas entertain the congregation. 

A fair is held along with the festival (Sri Rama 
}(avami). In this connection with a few shops 
selling eatables, utensii.s, lanterns, pictures and 
cloth. Nearly 6,000 persons from the neighbouring 
villages congrega teo 

SO\!RCE; Sri D. Sanlasi Ra/u, Teacher, Bho$opuram. 
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42. Perapuram-Situated by the side of Calcutta
Madras G. N. T. Road at a distance of 19 miles 
from Bheemunipatnam. 

The total population of the village is 955 and it 
is made up of Brahmins, Kapus, Yadavas, Chakalis; 
and Scheduled Castes (86 persons)-Mala and Dasaris. 
The chief means of their livelihood are ag~iculture, 
agricultural" labour and other traditional occupa
tions. 

The sacred abode of Sri Krishna with the 
Lord's image in human form is the place of worship 
here. 

Sri Geetha Pracharaka Mandali VarJhikothsavam 
is celebrated for 3 days from ltlarga.lira Suddha 
Ekadasi to Triodasi (November. December). Ekaltam 
is performed. On Ekadasi, Dwadasi and Triodasi 
discourses and speeches on \Geetha are held and 
great Pandits participate. This is being celebrated 
for the past 35 years and nearly 3,000 devotees of 
all Hindu communities of the village participate 
Prasadam is distributed to all and there is free feed 
ing. 

SPURCE: Kolachana Appala Kameswara Rao, Teacher, 
Perapuram. 

43. Konada-Situated at a distance of 4 miles to 
the south of 520th milestone on Madr<l.s-Calcutta 
Trunk Road. It is connected to the trunk road by 
by small road viz., Nadipilli and Kopperla and is at 
a distance of 14 miles from Vizianagaram Railway 
Statipn and 24 miles from ~heemunipatnam. This 
village is in the delta area of Champ3vathi river q 

near the sea-coast and th ~ shipe of the village is, 
that of a kona. Hence it was called kOIlQ which 
gradually corrupted to Kon"da. Boddugurraiahpet 
is its hamlet. A fort constructed by the Vijaya 
nagara Kings near the sea-sh{)re is now in ruins 
There was a sea-port in the British period. 

The total population of the main village inclu
ding the hamlets is 5,991 and it is made up of the 
following Hindu caste8: Blahmip, Vaisya, Kapu, 
Bestha, Telaga, Sale, Golla, Kl'msali, Yata, Mangali, 
Chakali; Scheduled Castes (189 persons) - Mala 
and Madiga and Scheduled Tribes (7 persons). The 
chief means of livelihood of people are agriculture 
labour, trade and other traditional occupa tions. 

The temples of Sri Kamalingeswaraswamy, Sri 
Venugopalaswamy, Sri Rama, Thotamma, Durga
mma and Kothamma with their woockn images 
flre the places of worship, . 

Sri Kamalingeswaraswamy ~tllyanotlJSav1m is 
celebrated for one d lyon Vaisakha Suddha ij;kadasi 
(April-Ma y). This i3 being celebrated for the 
past 110 years with local significance. The Hindu 
devotees of the village congregate. Pujaris are 
Nambis with hereditary rights. 

Pujas are performed on every Monday and' 
Abhishekams during Karthikam (October-November) 
Mahasivaratri is celebrated on Magha Bakula Chatur
dasi (J'anuary-February). 

Sri Krishna Ashtami is celebrated on Sravana Ba
hula Ashtami (July-August). TQis is being celebra .. 
ted for the past 11 0 years. The Hindu devotees of 
the village congregate without any distinction of 
caste or creed. Prasadam is distributed to all. 

Durgamma Panduga is celebrated in the first 
week of Vaisakham (April-May) .• Thotamma Panduga 
in the second we':!k and Kothamma Panduga in the

i 

third and fourth weeks of Vaisakham. Fowls, goats 
and sheep are sacrificed to the deities. Fruits and 
flowers are offered. Pujaris are Pallis and Reddis 
with hereditary rights. 

The devotees take sea and river-baths and 
observe fasting and jagarana during festival days. 

Many people from this and the neighbour
ing villages congregate onC;t! in 12 years during 
Champavathi Pushkaram, (a fe'sti val held once in every 
12 years by turn at certain sacred rivers). This is 
the place of the confluence of the river Champavathi 
with the Bay of Bengal. A fair is held with a few 
shops and the devotees take bath in the river. 

Devotees come here in large numbers to take 
bath in the river during Govinda Dwadasi, which 
o :curs once in 60 years. This waS last held 27th 
February, 1961. 

Sri Rama Nav'lmi is celebrated on Chitra Sud· 
dha Navami (March-April) in Sri Rama temple. 

Burrakathas, drama, and Harikathas afford enter
tainment now and then in this village. 

In Vduduru hamlet ofKonada the sacred abodes 
of the village deities Durgamma, Thotamma, Ko
thamma; Polamma andYellamma with their wooden 
images are the places of worship. 

Ammavarla festival is celebr:ated for 3 days in 
Vaisakham (April-May). On that day the plljari 
Observes fasting and tilkes 'he wooden images of the. 
deity ~n proce~sion around the villa~e5 with mush; 
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Goats and sheep are sacrificed to the deity. This 
is being celebrated for the past over 100 years with 
local significance. The fIindu devotees of the 
vjJlage congregate without any distinction of caste 
or creed. This festival is also celebrated on Mru
gasira Nakshalram in Magltam (January-February). 

SOURCE: 1. Srj B. V. S. Prakasa Rao, Teacher, Konada. 

2. Sri G. Narasimhulu, Teacher, Konada. . 

3. Sri Baki Guruvulu Rlddy, Teacher, Velduru. 

44. Kandivalasa-Situated at a distance of one 
mile to the south of the 528th milestone on the 
Madras-Calcutta Grand Trunk Road, 16 miles from 
Vizianagaram Railway Station and 20 miles from 
Bheemunipatnam. 

The total population of the village is 1,309 
consisting of Telagas and some other Hindu caSles; 
Scheduled Caltes (125 persons) aqd Scheduled 
Tribes (2 persons). The chief me~ns of their 
livelihood are agriculture, agricultural labour and 
other traditional occupations. 

There is a sacred abode for the deity Gangala
mma in a garden by the side of Jaggaraju Cheruvu 
(tank). The image of the deity is in human form. 
The other deities, Bangarama, Durgamma, Polipi
Ilarnma, Bapanamma and Kanakadurgamma are also 
worshipped. 

Gang<llamma Uthsavam is celebrated once in 3 
years in Ashadam (June-July). The deity is WOf

s.hipped with turmeric and kumkum. Arrangements 
are made one week in advance. Animals are sacri
ficed. This is being celebrated for the past over 
100 years, with local significance. The Hindu 
devotees of the village congregate without any dis
tinction of caste or creed. Pujari is a Telaga of 
Pydipala "gotram with no hereditary rights. Bhaga .. 
vathams and dramas afford entertainment. 

When rains do not occur, a festival is cdebrated 
on the Sanjivi hill which is 2 miles to th~ north of 
the village for 2 days. Dinners are arranged wi th 
payasdm. 

SOURCE: Sri 4. V. Sat)'anarayana Murthy, Teacher, 
Kandl'valara~ 

45 .. Pativada-Situated at a distance of about 14 
miles from Vizianagaram Railway Station and 30 
"mile~ from ~heemunjpatn~m. There were many 

people whose family name was Pativada. There
fore the village goes by the name Pativada. 

The total population of I he village is 1,343 and 
it is made up of the following Hindu castes: Brah
min, Vaisya, Kapu, Yadava, Viswabrahmin, Sath
ani Vaishnava, Mangali, Chakali; and Scheduled 
Castes (60 persons) - Mala and Madiga. The chief 
means of their livelihood are agriculture, labour 
and other traditional occupations. 

Pydithalli Ammavari temple is the only place of 
worship here. It is said that once all the villagers 
were imprisoned in Golkonda by the then Muslim 
rulers for some fault. At that time the people in 
Golkonda were celebrating this festival. During 
the festival, cradles were arranged to the trees and 
the devotees were swinging. The prisoners saw this 
and prayed to the deity that they would celebrate 
this festival if they were released froro the prison. 
The villagers were released and from that time 
they are celebrating this festival and are swinging 
in the cradle. 

Pydithalli festival is celebrated for one month 
in Jaishtam (May-June). Kumkum, sarees, brass 
ghalams and silver eyes are offered to the deity, On 
Tuesday the pujari is seated on a siri manu and taken 
to the Asirithalli temple. This is being celebrated 
for over 100 years. This festival is confined to the 
7 hamlets of this village. 

There is a committee of all members to celtb. 
rate the festival. It is celebrated by collecting 
donations from the villagers. Pujaris are Pathivada 
Ramanna, Pathivada Narayana, Pathivada Pydappa
du and Sirapu Krishnamma. They work by ro
tation. There is free feeding and prasadam is 
distributed to all. 

A fair is held in this connection for 3 days. 
This is being held for over 100 years. Nearly 
5,000 people from the neighbouring villages congre
gate. Glassware, utensils, mirrors, combs, pictures, 
song books and establish are sold. 

There i5 free feeding facilities for the pilgrims. 
Bhagavathams, burrakathas, bhajans, swings, circus 
and gambling afford entertainment. 

SOURCE: Sri K. Bhanu Sankara Narayana Rao, 
Pativada. 





CALENDAR OF FESTIVALS COMMONLY OBSERVED IN V1SAKHAPAtNA~f 

51. No. Name of the festival Tidhi in Telugu month 

(I) (2) (3) 

HINDU FESTIVALS 

Ugadi (Telugu New Year's Day) Chaitra Suddha Padyami 

2 SrJ Rama Navami Chaitra Suddha Navami 
3 Nagula Chaviti Sravana Suddha Chaviti 

4 Varalakshmi Vratam 

5 Srikrishna Jayantbi 

6 Vinayaka Chaviti 

7 Mahalaya Amavasya 

8 Dasara 

9 DeepavaJi 

10 Dhanalakshmi Puja 
11 Subrahmanya Shashti 

12 Sankranti 
13 Bhishma Ekadasi 
14 Mahasivaratri 

15 Ammavari Panduga 

2nd Jriday in Sravanam 

Sravana Bahula Ashlami 
Bhadrapada Suddha Chaviti 
Bhadrapada Bahula Amava.!ya .,. 
(New Moon day) 

Asvija Suddha Padyami to 
Dasami 

Asvija Bahulu ChathurdaJi 10 

.Amat'.sy. 

Asvija Bahula Amat'aV'a 
Mai gasira SuMba Shashti 
Pushyam (Makara Sankramanam) 
Magha Suddha Elcadasi 
Magha Bahula Chathurdasi 

No fixed dar, 

Corresponding English month 

(4) 

March-April 

March-April 

July-August 

July-August 

July-August 
August-Sept :mber 
September-October. 

September-October 

October-November 

Odober-November 
November-December 
13th to 15th January of every year 

January-February 
February-March 
February-March 

MUSLIM FESTIVALS DATE OF MUSLIM MONTH (HIJRI) 

Ramzan (Id·ul-Fitr) 

2 Bakrid 
3 Moharram 
4- Milad-un-Nabi 

5 Peer-e.Dastagiri 
6 Shab.e.Barat or Night of 

Record 

CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS 

New Year's Day 

2 Good Friday 

3 Christmas 

... 

IJl day of Sh'1vval 
10th of Zilhaj 
10th of Moharram 
. 12th oj Rabi-ul-Avvai 
11th of Rabi-us-Sani 
11th of Shaban 

... 

February-March 

May-June 

July-August 
August-September 
September-October 

December-January 

1st January of every year 
On a Friday in April of every year 

25th December of every year 

Note :-In addition to the above festivals. the national fntivals viz .• (J) Republic Oay (26th January), (2) Independence nay 
(15th AUlust) and (3) GandhiJayanthi (2nd October) are celebrated by all in Visakhapatnam District. 



COMMON HINDU FESTIVALs 

1. Ugadi (Telugu New Year's Day) is celebratd 
on Chaitra Suddha Padyami (March-April) by every 
Hindu Andhra, whether rich or poor. As it is tbe 
supposed anniversary of the creation or the first day 
of the Satya yuga l , great sanctity is attached to this 
festival. This is a great day of joy and happiness, 
concord, affection and goodwill. There is a strong 
belief that this day's happenings forebode and colour 
the course of events in the entire year ahead. 
People naturally like pleasant things to happen to 
them on this day so that they may be happy through. 
out the year. Hence they take care to keep them. 
selves and others in a happy mood on the Ugadi 
day. A child's demand, reasonable or unreasonable, 
is met though grudgingly lest the family should be 
burdened with a weeping child throughout the year. 
Every effort is made to avoid tears and sad thoughts 
on this day. A sincere attempt is made to m:iintain a 
clear mind free from foul thoughts and ill-will 
towards others. 

The years in Telugu calendar are not mere 
numbers'like 1961, 1962, etc., with no significance 
and no end. They recur in a cycle of sixty yeatS 
and the year's possibilities can be foreseen with 
reference to its performance in the past cycles. They 
have specific names indicating something ple&sant 
{Subhakruthu), anger (Krodhi), disgrace, defeat ot' 
disappointment (Parabhava), enimity (Virodhi) and 
so on. Why and how this cycle and the names are 
fixed is a topic for research for genera tiona. Whatever 
be the indication of the name of the New Year, it 
must be properly invited and inaugurated. All that 
the people can do is to be happy and thankful to the 
Lord when a year like Subhakruthu arrives or be 

. cautious and pray to the Lord for His protection 
when a year like Parabhava comes. 

U gadi is als;) an occasion for the critical appraisal 
of the achievements during the eloling year. It is 
an occasion for the baue of special volumes of the 
pcriodicah, special messages from religious and po
litical leaders and special radio programmes: Every 
one, every whe~e and every thing is made to'appear 
happy and joyful. The advance preparations for 

this most important common festival are: get ting 
the ho~ses white·washed and providing every 
member of the family with new clothing depending 
upon the financial means of the family. 

All persons get up early in the morning, clean 
the houses, decorate the floor inside the house and 
in front with rangavall,i (ornamental lines, figures 
and designs drawn with ckunalll or rice flour), take 
oil-bath and put on new clothes, As this is an 
occasion for putting on new clothing, children of 
the poor families are the happiest at the arriva 1 of 
this festival. It needs hardly be laid that Ugadi is 
the festival of the villagers. The housewives in 
the villages get up early in the morning and comm· 
ence cooking sweets and side-dishes. Festoons (usu
ally made up of green mango leaves) are tied to the 
front door and also to the other doors inside. 
Besides, some sweet special preparation called 
Ugadi pachchadi or Chcdu or Gojju is tasted by every 
one before taking the first morsel of the day. 
GeneraJIy it is a semi-liquid preparation with new 
tamarind, fresh water, new jaggery, new mango 
(raw one cut into small pieces) and certain condi~ 
snente, the chief ingredient being fresh morgasa flo
wers prepared in a new pot. ,Even the poorest man 
does not fail to take in a few petals or margo sa flow~ 
ers with jaggery. The poor classes in the villages 
do not brother themselves with the several side
dishes which the more fortunate upper classes can 
afford to have. The signiricance of taking in mar
gosa flowers which are bitter along with jaggery 
which is sweet is apparently to make people realise 
and reconcile to the fact that life is a mixture of 
sQrrows and joys. In some places hotels serve a 
little of this vepaprasadam before serving the menu 
orderd. 

In towns and bigger places, the day is of normal 
festivity and enjoyment till the evening. But in the 
villages, unceasing activity I mirth and enjoyment 
are noticed, The feast is over earlier than 10 0' 
clock in the morning and men and women comme
nce their own sports, games and competitions. 
Whereas cards, cockfight competitions, are the 

1. Yuga is an age, especially a Sub-division of the life or the universe. The lirst is called the Krita Yuga (Satya Yuga) to whiCh 
the Hindus a"ign 1 ,728.000 years. Th. second called Trela Yuga la.ted about 1,296.000 years. The third called Dwap. 
ra Yuga lasted about 8,64.000 year •• And tOI last in wbich we ate DOW living is called Kali Yuga or the age of Misery It. 
i. expected to la.t for about 4,32,000 yean. 
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pastimes of the men, the women-folk use every 
minute of the day for indoor games and leisurely 
go.uip on the.ir new clothing, new bangles and the 
tiny jewels. Cock-fight in this district marks the close 
of a year on the previous day and commencement of 
a new year on this day. 

Girls tie ropes to the branches of trees, prepare 
swings and enjoy swinging to competitive heights. 

Panchanga sravanam (listening to the Almanac) 
in the evening is universally observed by the rich 
and poor alike in all towns and villages. Hindus 
gather in temples in towns and at the rachchakatta or 
rachchaband. (the village community platform) or 
the temple in the villages. The new panchangam 
(almanac) is worshipped and read by the village pu
rohit The general influence of the planets during 
the year over the local Gods, men, cattle, crops, di
seales etc., and OR particular individuals are given 
out by the purohit. The presiding deities during 
the year over wind, rain, crops, cattle wealth, etc., 
are also announced together with the effects and the 
percentages of yield of crops of different varieti~s. 

The functions in towns during the night are the 
procession of Gods and kathakalakshepam in the 
usual manner. Rut the enjoyment in the villages is 
continuous and enthusiastic. Businessmen consult the 
purohit the direction profitable for business tour during 
the year as per their nakshatramr (stan) and croSS the 
border of the village that day in that direction and 
return home. 

The New Year Day has special significance for 
the village ryot. He inaugurates the annual cultiva
tion by ploughing five or nine rounds in his fields on 
the first day before day break. In fact, it is known 
as Dongayellu or secret ploughing. The yoke and 
plough and the bulls are worshipped after applying 
vibhuthi (sacred ash), saffron and kumkum and a cocoa· 
nut is broken. In this district, the ryot who achieves 
the feat of inaugurating the year's agriculture by 
ploughing a few rounds unnoticed by others and 
return home wi th kankanam (red or saffron coloured 
thread) tied round his right wrist exibits it for about 
a week for recognitic:m. 

On the following day there is nothing in this 
district worth recording though non-vegetarian8 
observe Kar; Panduga, characterised by the enjoy .. 
ment of a n~n-vegetarian dinner, in Rayalaseema 
and Telangana. 

Daivadarsanam - visiting a temple by all on the 
day is imperative. Rajadarsanam is equally important 

in Zamindari areas. The Brahminl visit the "Raja" 
families, bless the members and receive presents. The 
middle class people pay their homage and return 
with mutual love and regard. The lower class people 
wait on them and receive their annual rewards. 

In this district, agricultural labourers who are 
engaged on annual service system called palerlu or 
jeethagallu are changed only on the Telugu New 
Year's Day. 

1. Sriramanavami: is celebrated on Chaitra SlIddha 
Navami (March-April). Rama, the God.king wal 
born to Dasaratha, the king of Ayodhya on the ninth 
lunar day in the bright fortnight of the month of 
Chaitram (March-April) in the punaTvasu lunar aste
rism. This festival i8 the anniversary of that auspi
cious day. Rama as an ideal son, Bharatha and 
Lakshmana as ideal brothers, Sita a8 an ideal wife 
remain for posterity as standing examples. 

Ramu vanti koduku, Dharatha Sowmithrula vanti 

a~~U) ~~ ;:Sot3 ~~~ 

Thammulu Sita vanti bharya 

.s;;s.,~ cmoC::»~ ti~ ti~ o~ 

Vasudha yendunu leru leranchu 

Mundu yugambula purushulu thalayupavalade 

Aareethi varu nadachukona valade". 

On this day Rama and His consort Sita and Hi. 
brothers Lakshmana, Bharatha, Shatrughna and biB 
devoted Bhaktha Anjaneya are invoked. Sita and 
Rama are worshipped according to the prescribed 
rites. This is a common Hindu festival but celebra
ted chiefly by Brahmins, Vaisyas and well~to-do 

families among the Hindu •. Fast during the day by 
several people andjagaram during tbe night by some 
are observed. In the temples of Sri Rama, Pattabhi
slukam (coronation) of Rama is celebrated and His 
image or picture is taken in procession in which all 
Hindus participate. In this district, a young 
man is dressed like Rama and another young man 
as Sit a and they are taken on a vehicle in a pro~ 
cession in several villages. It is not a lectarian 
festival confined to only Vaishnavites. Distribution 
of pana'*am and panneram in the evenings in Sr i 
Rama's temples and in the house8 is common 
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Bamboo fans are distributed 'to· Brahmills. On the 
next day i.e., on Dasami there is Anna Santharpana in 
Sri RaIna temples. In the bOl!s~s also feasts are arran
ged. In some centres the celebration commences on 
Chaitra Suddha Padyami and concludes with Pattabhi
sh,kam on Navami or on Purnima with car festival. 

In several towns of this district, on the Navami 
day, a wooden image of Ravana of human size pre~ 
pared for the occasion with the painted ferocious 
face is taken through important streets in procession 
and finally burnt to ashes. This function is termed 
Lankadahanam. 

Generally there will be no family that does 
not prepare panakam and vadapappu and that does not 
break a cocoanut in the:nearest Rama or Hanuman 
temple •. The poor have' a feeling of festivity and 
sacredness of the day and obs~ve it with sincere 
devotion to Lord Rama; content themselves by 
attending ahe Kalyanothsavam, procession or Hari
kt;athas. In some rich places of the district, free distri
bution of vadapappu and panakam on Ekadasi, free feed
ing on a decent scale on Dwadasi J procession of the 
Lord in decorated vehicles or cars accompanied by 
select music and fireworks, marriage function of 
Raxna and Sita are the common observances at village 
level for the Hindus. 

Lord ~ama was born on Chaitra Suddha Navami 
(March-April) and it is appropriate that His birth 
anniversary should be celebrated that day. On the 
other band every great importance is attached to Sita 
Rama~Kalyanam. Almost in every nook and corner of 
this di6trict whether the celebration is for a singJe 
day or for nine days commencing from or concluding 
on Sri Rama Navaml or whether it covers the,period 
of a fortnight from Chaitra Suddha Padyami to Purnima, 
this needs an explanation. To all Rama bhakthas as 
the Andhras are, Gopanna who subsequenl)' became 
Ramadas is the standing example to be followed. It is 
that great devotee of Ram" who suffered a dozen years 
impllsonment, as a test for his devotion to Rama, 
has set an example that Sita Rama Kalyanam has to 
be cdebrated on his birth day because of the very 
great significance believed the marriage of Lord Rama 
and Sita Matha. Just before Ramavathara, violence 

. was rampant disfiguring the earth with blood. The 
distinction of Kartha Veerarjuna, the hathya of Jama
dagni by a power-blinded king and the revenge of 

jamadagni's son Parasurama who massacred the 
kingly line twenty one times, th~ atrocities of Ranna 
created a terror in the mind. of Sadhus'and Sajjanas 
(peace Joving and good natured persons). The)' anxi
ously prayed for a Satwagunayutha shakthi· to esta
blish santhi (peace), by destroying the ThamolUIIQ 
yutha. Janaka played his part in the noble task by 
giving Sita in marriage to Rama who was an incar
nation of Vishnu who is Santhakaram (personification 
of peace). But for this alliance of Rama and Sita, 
the destruction of Ravana and Tamas which he 
stood for, could not have been destroyed. Lord 
Rama exhibited by breaking the bow of Lord Siya, 

a symbol of Rajas (~8)5)-(combination of Sa twa and 

Thamas) that Rajas could not destroy Thamas. He then 
married Sita, the symbol of Satwa in order to esta
blish santhi, sathyam and ahimsa (peace, truth and 
non-violence). Every lover of these performs Sita 
Rama Kalyanam with very great devotion. 

The festival is so common and eagerly looked 
for that villagers make advance arrangements for 
Harikathas, Bhagavathams and dramas during the 
period of celebration, to add entertainment to devo
tion and religious functions. 

3. Nagulachavi ti is observed in thi 8 district on 
Karth,eka Suddha Chaviti by one and all in the towns and 
villages. The worship of images of cobras carved on 
Btone slabs is marked in this district, perhaps of the hil
ltribes that worship trees, weapohs and formiesl atoneS 
along with Nagulu and the villagers in the vicinity of 
the forest who follow this practice to some eX:tent. 
People get up early in the morning, clean their resi
dences, take oil-bath, wear silk clothes or clean cIo
tbini, self-washed and untouched by others and go 
to an ant-hill with chalimdi1, cow's milk (unboiled), 
plantain fruits, Jami fruit (guave frui t) and eggs, all 
kept in a plate. The ant-hill is worshippe'd with 
pasupu (turmeric) and kumkum and tiny silver eye. 
and hoods are put into the ant-hill through the 
holes. Richer people and those that have taken vows 
earlier put gold ones. Then the milk is poured in 
to the ant-hill and wave offering is given. The other 
things that are brought are offered. ThOle that had 
previously taken a vow to the effect, tonsure their 
children at the ant-hills on this occasion. A little of 
the earth of the ant-hill which ill popularly known 
as 'putta hangaru' (gold of the ant-hill) is taken 
home. It is applied to the ears and eyes and to the 

1. Chalimidi is a preparation with the flour of rice or more frequently korra (the Italian millet-panicurn Italicum). coconut 
water andpanakam (spiced jaggery water). 



COMMON FESTIVALS 195 

body of those who have any skin-trouble. In Brah
min families sisters give a little of that earth to bro
thers according to an old tradition with the belief 
that the gift is equal to the gift of nectar. Seve ral 
families fast the whole day and spend their ti me list
ening to one or the other of the legends relating to 
Nagulu and observe feast the next day and bachelors 
are fed and given clothes. Nothing should be fried on 
that day. Work is suspended and no living being is 
killed. Some orthodox families desist using even a 
knife to cut anything including fruits and vege
tables. 

4. Varalakshm\vratham is celebrated on a 
Friday in Sravanam (July-August) gene-rally on the 
Friday preceding the full moon day of Sravanam, for 
prosperity and for begetting worthy children. The 
legend associated with this festival is as follows. A 
Brahmin lady Padmavathi in the Kosala kingdom, 
was so good, pious, dutiful! to her husband I'.nd hospi
table to the sick, poor,' needy and the guests that 
Goddess Varalakshmi was pleased to instruct her in 
a dream to observe the Varalakshmi Vratham for happi
ness, prosperity and salvation on the· Friday prece
ding the full moon day. in Sravanam (July-August), 
which she did obtaining the permission of her 
husband. .. 

The women in married status get up before 
sunrise and bathe hi the nearby river or tank or 
well, clean the puja room and prepare a spot for the 
worship, smearing cowdung paste over it. The spot 
is decorated with muggu (designs with flour on the 
borders and the centres) over the central design, a 
measure of rice is heaped and a kalasam is kept over 
it. A small bamboo malltapam covers the whole spot. 
Varamahalakshmi is invoked with mantras and is 
worshipped with flowers arid naivedyam of nine 
kinds of preparations and the following dhyanam 
(recitation):-

~~ 
Q 

Vande Lakshmim parasivamayeem Suddha 
~o e:lJ'" CSO'"f;l"O 

Jamboo nadabham 
~g&~;$o ~C$~~;;SiV'O ;;S.s~~~e:lS~oAo 

Thejorupam kanakavasanamswarnabhusho jwalangim 
f)w~b'o S~SSe:ll{o' iso:5J;S~e.o ~4l"N"o 

Beejapuram kanakakalasam hemapadmam dadhanam 
:s,.N",O I{ § 0 :Ss e:ledCS~O ~~ 

-SI ~ 

Man yam Shakthim sakalajananeem Vishnu 
.,.;$JooS ;;So~5l 

(j) 

Vamanka samstham" 

The women wear nine rounds of saffron colou
red thread to their right wrists. Muthaiduvas are 
invited, harathi is offered. flowers and tambulam are 
.distributed, vayanams are given to a Brahmin lady, 
keeping in a new winnow, fruits, flowers, tamhulam, 
dakshina, new clothes and the nine varieties of prepa
rations at the rate of twelve each and covering all 
with another new winnow. The festival is confined 
to Brahmins and well-to-do Vaisyas. A few Veera 
Saiva and non-Brahmin families also observe it as 
an annual festival on one of these Fridays though 
based on a different legend, with some slight modi
fications. The legend is that Veera-Simha, the king 
of Magadha prayed Lord Siva to save his subjects 
from pests and famine. Lord Siva told him in a 
dream the efficacy of Sravana Sukra Vara Vratham and 
desired that it should be observed by himself, his 
queen, children and all the subjects. The obser
vance resulted in relief and subsequent prosperity to 
the kil'.gdom. In some cases puja and naivedyam are 
offered not to the kalasam at home but to the Siva
lingam in a temple. The following is the dhyanam 
adupted by this group of worshippers. 

-Namasthe namasthe Mahadeva Sambho 

Namasthe namasthe 

C$~ -£, C$~-£, 
-SI . -Namasthe namasthe 

CS:5J ~ ~~ -£, 
-" -" 

Namasthe namasthe 

l;S;;S~~S~O~ 
pra~anna ikabandho 

~ 0S10~6 ~oS" 

d a yasarasind ho 

~iJ-.I{ s 

Mahesaha" 

"fOJ"ctSJ g)~~oJ-ctSJ foS ~""ctSJ ~~~ 
~ ~ 

Sivaya Vishnurupaya Sivarupaya Vishnave 

~~:;$e oJ-. ~~ctSJo 

Sivasya hrudayam 
oJ-. ~ ~ ctSJXJo 

Hrudayagum 

~~ :l[tl{ ~ 
~ ~ 

Vishnu Vishnoscha 
foSs 

Sivaha 

ctSJ4l" foS :5J63r> ~ ~ -a ~ :l ~ ~ctSJ f~ 
~ ~ 

Yadha Sivamayo Vishnureva Vishnu maya Siva 

:;$s~ ~~~o 
-" 

Yadhantharam namasyami thadhame swasthirayushim" 

The concerned legends are recited and listened 
to. In this district, the ora/ham is confined to the 
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ladies of a few Brahmin families and rich advanced 
non-Brahmin families. 

The !!pecial practice in this district is that in
variably the daughter-in-law of a family remains in 
the house or is brought from her parents' house for 
this festival. The mother-in-law blesses her and 
gives her a present - a saree or some jewel. This 
practice is prevalent even in rural parts including 
poor families of several communities. 

5. Sri Krishoajayanthi is celebrated on Sravana 
Bakula Ashtami and Nauami (J ul y-August). The first 
day is Lord Sri Krishna's birth day. Sri Maha 
Vishnu took this a8 eighth incarnation of His 10 in .. 
carnations. 

According to Bhagavatha purana, Kamsa, a 
demon, vowed to kill all the children born of his sister 
Devaki, because he was told that his destroyer would 
be born of her. Accordingly h~ imprisoned his 
sister Devaki and her husband and kept strict vigi
lence over them. When Krishna was born, Devaki 
immediately after her accouchement fell asleep and 
a general torpor seized all the guards at the prison, 
due to the spell known as rogamaya l of Sri Krishna. 
During her sleep, her husband Vasudeva carried 
awa y the new born baby from the prison where it 
was born, to the house of Yasoda, the wife of Nanda 
on the other side of the Yamuna river and from 
there brought a female child which he placed by 
the side of his sleeping wife. The serpant king, 
Vasuki· followed Vasudeva across the Yamuna, 
with his hood opened out, to protect the infant 
God from the inclemency of the weather and it is 
said that the river made way at the place where 
Vasudeva crossed it. 

Sri Krishna was born in the night. The general 
observance is to fast the whole day. His decorated 
image or His picture is kept in a cradle and wor
shipped indicating His birth. Some worahip the 
figure of His mother Devaki Sitting on a cot and 
feeding the baby. The next evening there is a proce
ssion of the Lord and in every street in villages and 
town. there is a celebration of utlu i. c., two vertical 
poles er~cted on either side of a road; a horizantal 
bamboo is tied across and a pulley is fixed in 
the middle over which a rope is passed. To one end 

. of the rope a s~all bamboo basket is tied and a 
coconut and few rupees are placed in it. The basket 
is decorated all round with coloured cloth and 

heads of maize. The other end of the rope is pulled 
up and down tempting competitors to catch and 
take the contents of the basket which is called IItti. 
As the competitors try to catch it, the IItti is pulled 
up and water is thrown against their facer. This 
function is organised almost in every street of the 
town through which the procession of the God is 
taken. This festival is observed by the rich and the 
poor in the towns and villages. In a few places, the 
Krishna temples are first washed with jaggery water 
and then with plain water in the morning and the 
usual functions are held only within the temple. 
In the villages vayanams are give~ to Brahmin furo
hits and jacket cloths to Brahmin'muthaidus. Vayanam 
is a day's ration, complete in itself with tamarind, 
salt and all other provisions kept in a new winnow 
and offered to a purohit. One peculiarity in this 
district is that "Ulti" is celebrated in several places 
not on Navami but on Ekadasi. The other is that Brah
mins go from door to door to collect vayanams. Even 
if they get one item of voluntary offer of vayanam they 
are satisfied. 

6. Vinayakachavithi is a common Hindu £e~tival 
celebrated by the rich and the poor of the Hindu 
comm unity, \.pe scale .of celebrations depending on 
the social status of the family. This is celebrated 
on Bhadrapada Suddha Chavithi (August-September). 

Ganesa is the Indian God of wisdom. All sacri
fices and religious ceremonies,!tIl serious composi
tions in writing and all wordly ciffairs of importance 
are begun by pious Hindus with an invocation to 
Ganesa, a word composed of [sa, the governor or 
leader and gana, company (of deities). He is 
represented as a short, fat figure of yellow or red 
colour having four hands and the head of an 
elephant with a single tusk. He is the son of 
Parvathi, who is supposed to have formed him from 
the scruff of her body. There are many versions to 
account for the formation of his head, one of which 
is that Siva beheaded him for disobeying his orders 
but was requested to restore him to life, which was 
done only by the addition of a sleeping elephant's 
head. He is represented as riding a rat. He is the 
remover of all vighnams (obstacles) and is one of the 
most popular of Hindu deities. He is the patron of 
learning and is said to have written the Mahabha
rata epic to the dictation of the sage Vyasa. The 
Ganesa or Vinayaka Chathurdhi is observed in commemo
ration of the birth day ofGanesa. 

1. Yogamaya is personified delusion: the great illusory energy of Vishnu. by whom, the whole world is deluded. In the Mar
kandeya Purana she appears as Durga, but in the Viahnu Purana al Vaishnavi. 
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Except tbe poorer classes, each family worships 
an earthen image of Lord Ganesa (Ganapati) in the 
house. Special preparations such as undrallu, kudumulu 
that are supposed to be the favourites of Ganesa are 
prepared and offered. On a subsequent day that is 
suitable to each family, the image is taken to a well, 
worshipped there and immersed in water. All Hindus 
avoid seeing the Moon that day, to safeguard them
selves against unmerited accusations during the sub
sequent twelve months under a superstitious belief. 
If by chance, they see the moon, Hindus in other 
di stricts listen to the legend of Sathrajit in 
which Lord Krishna was subjected to an accu
sation for having seen the reflection of the moon that 
da y in the cup of milk he was taking. By so doing 
they are supposed to be absolved of the evil conse· 
quences of seeing the moon. But reciting and listen· 
ing to the legend is a part of the worship in this 
district. In towns, common images of Vinayaka of 
a big size are kept for nine days under pandals 
and daily worship is performed with special offerings 
every day. In this district, it is a special festival for 
students who worship the Lord in every room reserv· 
ing their pocket money for the occasion. The decora t
ions are with competitive spirit. Usirika and mango, if 
not, seven more kinds ~of leaves are essential for 
patavelli, to canopy out the Lord. Vaishnavites do not 
take part in the festival. 

7. Mahalaya Amavasya is celebrated on Bhadra .. 
. pada Amavasya (September-OctobeJ-)- the day of the 

new moon in the month of Bhadrapadam (September
October) when the Sun is in the sign Virgo (Kanya). 

This day of conjunction of the Sun and the Moon is 
considered by all Hindus to have been especially set 
apart for the making of oblations and performance 
of religious ceremonies to the pitrus or the spirits of 
departed ancestors. The Itihasa, a great authority 
on the religious rites of the Hindus, says that 
the moment the sun enters the sign Virgo (Kanya) the 
departed manes leaving the world of Yama, the Des
troyer, come down to the world of men and occupy 
the houses of their descendents in the world. There· 
fore, the fortnight preceding tbe new moon is consi
dered as specially sacred to propitiate the departed 
spirits. The ceremonies performed in their honour 
each day of thi. fortnight are considered to be equal 
in merit to those performed in the sacred city of 
Gaya1• It is the special function of the nearelt male 
relative of the deceased to make offerings (pinda) to 
the ancestors in both lines for three generations 
back. By this act he establishes his claim to inheri. 
tance. 

The fortnight is known as Tarpana paksha2 (the 
fortnight of offerings) and the c~rmonies as Sraddha3 • 

In this district it is observed as an ordinary 
festival by the Brahmin, Vaisya, Kshatriya and 
Patnaik lSrishti Karanam) families. Offeringpindams 
to the soul s of the departed ancestors forms the funct
ion of the day. Brahmins observe this. In fact for 
them this is the culminating day of a fortnight known 
as Mahalaya Pakshamor Mahalaya fortnight duringwhi • 
ch.fortnight ceremonies of the departed souls are per. 
formed. This is called in rural parts as Pitharula 
Amasa, Petharla Amasa or Peddala Amasa. Some of the 

1. Every Hindu is enjoined to visit Gaya at least once in his life time to perform the funeral ceremonies of his IIncestors and to 
offer pindas in their honour. 

2. Generally speaking the tarpana cannot be performed by a woman, by a mall whose father is alive, or by a Brahmin not 
endowed with the lacred thread. 

3. According to the Hindu I::elief of the future life, there are two paths followed by souls of different statel of development 
according to their karma (actions). The saints who have fulfilled their karma travel by the Devayana, the way of the 
Gods, through the rays of the Sun and never return to be born on earth. Ordinary soul s which have yet to finish the cycle of 
transmigration travel by the Dhumayana of the seven planes; but they can only reach two, Suvarloka, heaven, or Bhuvar-
10ka, the astral plane, according to the life they have led in the world. The so1l1s of ordinary mortals will, it il believed 
always remain tied to earth, and eventually become evil spirits tormenting mankind unless the Sraddha ceremonies ar~ 
duly.performed to help them on the.ir wa~ ~o Yama .. For the first ten days after death, the ceremonies performed by the 
r~lat~ves are to ~el.p the desembodled Splflt to obta~n ~ form ~r preta (body), which will carry it on to its appointed 
Pllgnmage. ThiS IS supposed to be effected by the plOca offenng., the food presented to the spirit and by recitation .f 
appropriate mantras. When the preta is fully formed on the tenth day, it feed I on the pinda and offerings of milk. On 
the thirteenth ~ay after death, the soul is equipped for its solemn journey. There are twelve stages in tbe pilgrimage, 
each stage takm~ a m.oDth t~ fulfil. Throughout the twelve months, the relatives follow the departed spirit with the 
Sraddha ceremomes, sixteen 10 number, performed at Itatt'd times to provide it with lustenance and to prepare it for the 
goal. When at last- it is reached the preta is dissolved. The loul now becomes a pitru, and assumel another bod 
adapted for e~joying beavenly pleasures or f?r sufferi?g t?e painl of hell. In this state it comes before the judge, Yam~ 
the Lord ofpltrus. When tbe souls have enjoyed tlelr bllSS or suffered their allotted punishment, they are again rebor 
on earth to fulfil the remainder of their karma, n 
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Sudras believe that the souls of those tha(died dur
ing the year remain as spirits and join the ancestors 
only after the ceremony on Mahalaya Amavasya. They 
then feel that the dead have joined the ancestors 
known as "Peddalalo !alliputa!' This conception is 
common in Rayalaseema and some other districts. In 
this district only Brahmins, Vaisyas and Kshat
riyas observe the festival. Except Brahmins, 
others content themselves by giving ration to a 
Brahmin in the name of the ancestors. Sudras have 
nothing to do with the function. They venerate 
and worship the departed elders during Sankranti. 
They worship KGndagadda (elephant yam). They cook 
on this day all possible greens together and enjoy a 
feast with friends and relative •. 

8. Dasara is a festival of 10 days from Asvija 
Suddha Padyami to Dasami (September-October). 

\ 
It is believed tbat it is the anniversary 9f the 

day when Bhagiratha1 the ancestor of Sri Rama, 
brought down the river Ganga from Heaven. Dasara 
means removal of ten sins (Dasa=ten i.e., ten sins 
and Hara that which removes or expiates). Dasara or 
Vijaya Dasami is perhaps a corrupt form of the word 
Dasahara. The legend has in jt that Brahma as the 
head of the Gods prayed to the Goddess Durga for 
the protection of Ra~a and the destruction 
of Ravana, when the latter was engaged 
with the former in a mortal combat. The 

. Goddess answered the prayer on this day 
and Ravana was killed. A second tradition says that 
since Rama, after his wife Sita was stolen by Ravana, 
came to know of the latter keeping her under the 
Ashoka tree in Lanka' (Ceylon), collected his army 
and started out to rescue her on this day which end
ed successfully. Every Hindu Raja consequently con
sidered this day as the most auspicious one for sett
ing out to wage wars. The whole of the period of 
ten days beginning from the fint day of the bright 
fortnight of ASlJijlf (September-October) is devoted 
to the worship of Durga in South India. 

Vijaya Dasami is ,lcommon to all Hindus irres
pective of caste or status. Besides the usual cleaning 
of residences, bath and wearing of new clothes, the 
special function of the occasion is to go to the Sami 

tree (prosopis Ipicigera) in the evening with music, 
worship the Sami tree and offer Sami leaves to friends, 
relatives and elders wishing them well and asking for 
blessing. While offering the leaves, the higher class
es pronounce the sloka-

"Samee samayathe papam 

Samee sathru vinasanam 

~0)i6;:S~ G5r5:J0"5 
re Q 

Arjunasya dhanurdhari 

Ramalya priya darsanam" 

meaning Samee destroys sin, extinguishes enemi
es on that sacred day of Asvija Suddha Dasami. Arjuna 
took up the bow and Lord Rama rejoined Sita on 
this auspicious day. 

Wearing new clothes is a general order with one 
and all, rich and poor, in towns and villages. 

The eighth day is a day of Durga Puja or 
Durgashtami on which day a few Shaktheyas worship 
Durga. In other districts, on the ninth day the 
Brahmins perform puja to the family Gods, the 
Vaisyas worship weights and: measures etc. On 
Dasami the agriculturists and others of hereditary 
professions such as carpenters, barbers etc .• worship 
the implements which they generally use in their 
profession. The agriculturist, for example, worships 
his plough, sickle, spade etc. The family weapons 
such as guns, daggers, swords etc., are also cleaned 
and decorated and puja is performed. In'the modern 
days, the motor vehicles are invariably washed, 
decorated with flowers; and turmeric and kumkum are 
applied and puja is performed by burl1ing incense. 

In towns and big villages, Bommala koluliU for 10 
days from Padyami to Dasami is a special feature in 
families that can afford it. Bommala koluvu is arrang
ing toys and fancy goods, pictures, arti ficial fruits in 
their natural colours in a gallery with miniature 
parks in which small plants sprout up in sand beds 

1. Vishnu became incarnate in the person of Ihe sage Kapila for the destruction of the .ixtv thou,aod wicked sons of 
Sagara. Kapila was engaged in deep meditation whea the sonl of king Sagara, who are in search of horse intended for the 
lolemn sacrifice of Asvamedha arrived near him, they bound the sage absorbed in deep contemplation and the borse grazing 
nearby Accusing him of having stolen ifthay approched to kill him, when fire flashed from his·eyes and instantly 
reduced the wh Jle army to ashes. In order to expiate their sin, purify thtir remains and secure paradise for their spirits, 
Bhagiratha, the great grandson of Sagara did penance and brought down the Ganga from Htaven and led her from the 
Himalya. where she had alighted, to the lea. The sons o{Sagara were purified. 
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laid for the occasion. Every evening during the 10 
days, friends are. invited and offered fruits and 
amblilam. The poorer section of society enjoy this 

kolufJU by visi ting the richer famlies. The villagers 
around the towns make it a point to enjoy the sight, 
on one or more days during tbele 10 days, generally 
on the 10th day which is the day of common 
festivity. 

The Vaisyall oberve the ten days in the Kanyaka
parameswari temple by special pujas and decorating 
tbe idol in one of the other forms of Parvathi, 
Lakshmi etc. Rajas and Zamindars hold Jarbars on 
the 10th day in this distflct and their tenants attend 
the darbar with presents. For .tudents this is a special 
period of worship of Saraswathi for 9 days. They pile 
up their books, decorate them with flowers and wor
ship them with a picture of Saraswathi. 

~~<S0l"~~-a:l l"oS acS :l;$0' ®( 
Q ~ 

Moolenavahayardevi Sravanena visarjayeth. 

The Goddes is invoked and worship commencell 
on Moolanakshatram and concluded on Sravana Na
kshatram. Gambling and cock-fights are arranged on 
a large scale. 

9. Deepavali and 10 Dhanalakshmipuja-Deepa
vali is also called N'arakachathllrdasi and is celebra
ted OR Asvija Bahula Chathurdasi. Dhanalakshmi Puja 
comes off on the new moon day (Amavasya). All 
Hindus believe that Lord Krishna along with His 
consort Satyabhama killed Narakasura and returned 
home early in the morning on this day. An occa
sion of rejoicing and welcoming the Lord, elders as 
well as the youngsters get up very early in the 
morning, take oil-bath and celebrate the happy 
occasion with fireworks on a Bcale suited to the 
purse of the family. It is a day of festivity with spe
cial food preparations and worship. There is display 
of fireworks in the night. 

In towns and nearby villages of the district, 
hundreds of lamps are lit on pials and compound 
walls of their houses by the rich. A few families 
light extra lamps for three days after the feHival. 
The merchant class, particularly the Marwaris, 
perform Dhanalakshmi Puja in the night, inviting, 
friends and relatives. They commence accounts of 
the year on that day, 

In a few places in the district where there is 
Marwari population, special invi tations are lent to 
friends and customers for Dhanalakshmi Puja. All 
money due to them is collected and wOl'lhipped 

along with a kalasam decorated with jewels inside 
the house and the picture of Lakshmi is worshipped 
in places of business. Fruits, flowers and tambulam 
are distributed. In some cases there is what is known 
as chadivimpulu which is the .. presentaion of a sm:t1I 
amount by the invitees as a good wish for the next 
year's prosperous business. 

It. Subrahmanyashasti takes place on the sixth 
lunar day in the bright fortnight of Margas;ra (Nov
ember-December). Subrahmanya Swamy, gene
rally known as Kumara Swamy is the God of war 
and the General of the army of the Gods. He is the 
80n of Siva and Durga and ill mounted on a peacock 
with its tail spread out, with a bow and a spear in 
His hands and He is depicted as very handsome. It 
is said that women who have no male children espe
cially propitiate him to beget a son as handsome 
and a8 courageous as Subrahmanya. 

It is the celebration oC the birth of Kumara 
Swamy to save Devas and Brahmins from the 
Danava Tarakasura, who had acquired such a boon 
that none but the 80n of Lord Siva could kill him. 
But, insulted by Her own father Daksha, Parvathi 
had burnt herself in the father's sacrificial fire and 
was reborn as the daughter of Himavantha. Lord 
Siva was doing severe penance and no body could 
disturb His penance so that He could marry Parvathi 
and beget the saviour of the world. Manmadha 
(cupid) disturbed Siva's penance and got himllelf 
burnt to ashes for the benefit of the Universe. Lord 
Siva married Parvathi and the birth of Kumara 
Swamy was an event of great joy to the whole Uni
verse. 

Subrahmanya Shasti in this district is confined to 
a very few Brahmin families to celebrate the birth of 
Kumara Swamy who i. otherwise known as Subra
hmanya. 

Falting during the day, worshipping Lord 
Subrahmanya and offering coconuts and naiv,dyam 
are observed as the rituals. One special function on 
the occasion is to invite a Brahmin bachelor, 
honour him, feed him and give him new clothing. 
Reading and listening to the story of the birth of 
Kumara Swamy is another function which is believed 
to bring prosperity to those that take part in it. 

U. Sankraati--Makara Sankranti or Utlarayana San
kranti is the Sun's entrance into the sign capricornus 
(Makara) which is identified with the Uttafflyana or 
return of the sun to the north or to the winter soias-. 
tice. The festival marks the return of the Sun to 
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the northern hemilphere: It is observed from 13th 
to 15th J ~nuary, generally and for an additional day 
on the 16th in the Coastal districts of Andhra. It is 
also known as the Pongal in Southern India and is 
dedicated to the glorificathm of agriculture. In this 
district it is the most important festival. As 
Sri Manohar Prabhakar puts it, in his article in the 
Deccan Chronicle dated 19-1-'62. It is in the real 
senSe a feati val of the harvest. Every village 
flourishes with heaps of corn, pots of milk, blossom
ing flowers, fruits and vegetables. Every thing will 
be in pleflty. One and all, boys and girls, men and 
women, young and old, rich and poor, hail this 
festival as the symbol of affluence with joy and 
exuberance." In tbis district, this is greatly looked 
as a festival for which advance preparations are 
made. To everyone this, "The Pedda Panduga" 
(the great festival) is the occasion for which 
funds have to be saved for ~ew clothes for 
themselve., and married daughters' .and sons-in-law 
who are invariably invited. Houses are white
washed a week in advance and every morning 
muggulu (designs on the floor with corn flour) of big 
sizes are drawn and in the centre of the biggeat 
"gurugulu" (semicone shaped small blocks of cow
dung) called gobbillu in Krishna, Guntur, Ongole etc., 
districts are arranged in a pleasing group, decorated 
with pasupu, kumkum and flowers. Flowers are kept 
all round in the evening and preserved for the Bhogi 
mantalu early in the morning of the first day, which 
is called Bhogi. On that day people get up early in 
the morning, take oil-bath, sit chit-chatting by the 
side of the Bhogi manta, a fire prepared with logs of 
wood, the "gurugulu" preserved during the previous 
week, all the unwanted combustible house-hold 
things such as winnows, sieves etc., and the youngst
ers manage to steal even some useful things and 
throw them into the burning flames. It looks as if 
the Bhogi mantalu have been intended to burn away 
all the unwanted material and relieve the house of it. 
In some places girls and even elderly ladies dance 
round the Bhogi mantalu singing songs about God, 
spring season and harves t. 

In some families newly wedded girls wor
ship Goddess 'Gowramma' represented by a kalasam, 
a small pot with a coconut placed on the top and 
betel leaves arra~ged artistically all round with 

their tips turned upward. The kalasam is worah ipped, 

offered flowers, fruits and sweets; taken out in pro

cession in the evening and washed in a well, tank or 

river. Brahmins, Vaisyas, Lingayats and other rich 

non-Brahmins pour down pieces of sugarcandy and 

regipandlu (zijiphus jujuba) and coins over the 
heads of children. 

Sankranti i. a happy contrast to the incessant 
rainy Sravanam and Bhadrapadam, the marshy Asvijam 
and the cold and unhealthy Karthikam. With the 
prospects of Sllnkranti and a good harvest, the facel 
of the ryots in the village brighten; their happy 
whistles are heard in the fields and the harvesting 
ushers songs and dances in the thrashing ground. 
The women folk get busy filling the granaries plann
ing for the festival and cleaning and white wash· 

iug their houses. cii~ O'"dDoao :;D.J0~ ~ o~§"' 
(Uththarayanam vachchindi vurettuko) "Uththa
rayanam has come, hang yourself" is heard among 
persons of equal age with joy and smiles. The 
implication is that during the six months of 
Dakshinayanam the gates of Vaikuntam (the abode of 
Lord Vishnu) are closed and those that die during 
the period have absolutely no chance of entering 
Vaikuntam. 8y the end of that peri od and the com
mencement of Uthtluzrayanam, the gates of Valkuntam 
are flung open and it is wortn to hang one's self to 
death so as to have a sure entrance into Vaikuntam. 
It is because of this that Bhishmol, who had a fatal 
blow in tbe battle field waited for Uththarayana punya· 
kalam for his dea th, as he had acqUired the power to 
die when he chose. With a good feast and new 
clothes, and Bommala koluvu i. e., arranging of toy. 
and fancy goods, pictures, artiqcial fruits in their 
natural colours in a gallery with' miniature parks in 
which small plants sprout up in sand-beds laid for 
the occasion, the day is passed gaily, For 3 days, 
friends are invited to witness the kaluvu and offered 
fruits and tambulams. This is said to be an opportunity 
to introduce to the young boys and girls, the various 
Gods and Goddesses, animals, birds and wild 
beasts whose figures are kept in the koluvu. There 
is allo a belief that this koluvu is Savitripuja performed 
by young girls for good husbands. The family deities 
are worshipped and offered fruits, coconuts and 
naivedyams. 

The second day is Sankranti. It can be Seen on 
this day why this festival is called 'Pedda Panduga'. 
The streets are full of persons oflower ranks dressed 
in their best new clothes, going round begging the 
grihasthas: t:!JdD~7I'8~f.Q~ ~~$ ~l\'i>~ (Ayyagariyillu, 

Dharmalogillu). The village pipers and drum
mers with their music, the budubukkala with 
his eIIO£) ;Se;o5:l e3l\Q"O£) ;Se;o~, 'Amba paluku 

Jagadamba paluku,' the pichchaka gulla vadu with 
his customary blessings, the Dasari with his bhajana, 
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the Kommudasari cry ing from the branch of a street 
tree fandful epithets of the elderly ladies such as 
0»00 ~::>!f) ct»oX~l\iU-' ;::50 ~::>!3e) N"~~~u" 

ee ....... M __. 

'yerra ravikala yangammaththa, nalla ravikala 
Narammaththa'. The Dudekula mllththaiduvas with 
toys that represent Bihi Nancharamm:>, a daughter 
of Aurangazeb that fell in Jove wi th Lord 
Vishnu, the drums and sound3, wh ipping by 
Ammavari pujari, the beggers with :monkeys asking 

.;J"'lr 19~J,N".l X~§';,lr 19~~;J'.l 'Ekku Thimmanna 

gaddekku thimmanna' the sound of 000 000 B'lSa
vanna (~~ 1O:;)~N".l the Dommari beatiug his 

deafening drum inviting the villagers to witness his 
acrobatic feats, the magician, the rural astrologer 
and the fore·teller, all parade the village stree{s Sure 
of sweets, food, cash or clothes. 

There is the practice in several villages, away 
from the modern civilisation of getting "Gajendra 
Moksham" recited and listened to for 30 days before 
Sankranti (Dhanurmasam) and concluding it on 
San/r;ranti. The villagers believe that this parayanam 
and the darsanam of Lord Vishnu on the concluding 
day ensures salvation. During the whole month, 
just before going to bed, the elders repeat the 
famous piece of prayer in Gajendra Moksham ending 
with o-~ ~;lS~ 'S"oS~ o$~C" :506£.oiD ttllC'6e'S" 

(Rave Eswara kavave varada samrakshinchu bhad
ratmaka.) 

The third day is [(anuma, a day of complete sus
pension of work and particularly journey. ~;,$:);$:) 

N"~ S'~0'i>~ lO~tl!!b ~~~~_ Kanuma nadu kaki .._ 
yaina bayataku velladu (even a crow does not stir 
out on Kar,uma). The non-vegetarians enjoy a 
good feast and revel in drink, cock-fight, ram fight, 
wrestling and trial of strength of bulls in competi
tions. 

Sankranti is the festiv'll for all, in tOW1S 

and villages but its real significance is seen only in 
the villages, though the Hindus in towns are not 

Jess enthusiastic. Their pastimes are not the rural 
ones, but the urban ones of card-play, pleasant time, 
in parks and cinemas and the like. The rich and the 
poor wear new clothes. 

In this district, communities other than 
Brahmin, Va isya and Kshatriya worship the 
departed ancestxs on Sankranti day. They invite 
a Brihmin a ld ofI~r him a diY'S ration in the name 
of [he d~pH(ed ancestors. This observence during 
Sankranti is peculiar to these parts and except 
Brahmins, Vaisyas and Kihatriyas, others have no 
idea of offering pindams. 

Several non-Brahmin families in the district 
offer the new cloths to the departed elders invari
ably before they 'wear them. This is the festival 
when even the poorest family purchases some new 
cloths for every member of the family and the 
clothes are offered to their elders in their memory. 

Bommala koluvu which is observed in Rayalaseema 
during Dasilra is observed in these parts during 
Sallkranti particularly in big towns. 

13. Bbishma Ekadasi is celebrated by a very few 
Brahmins on Maglza Suddha Ekaddsi (January-Feb
ruary). 

It has its Source i.l th~ primitive institutions of 
the Hindus, of which the worship of the pitrus, the 
patriarchs or progenitors, the Diti Manes, consti
tuted an important element This- day is dedicated 
to Bhishrna l , the son of Ganga and great uncle of 
the Pandava and Kaurava Princes, who was killed 
in the course of the great Mahabharata war between 
the Panda vas and the Kauravas and dying childless, 
left no descendant in the direct line on whom it was 
incumbent to offer him funeral honours. In order 
to supply this defect, persons in general are enjoined 
to make libations of water on this day to his spirit 
and to offer him sesamum seeds and boiled rice. 
The act expiates the sin of a whole year. One of its 
peculiarities is that it is to be observed by persons 
of all the four original castes. The intention of the 
rite as now understood is expressed in the mantras 

1. Bhisbma was a great General and Philosopher. Dfvotion to truth and duty, self·re.traint and .elf·S1crifice, were all illus
trated by him throughout his long life in a manntr almost uDparalelled in the History of India His father fell in love 
with the daughter of a fisherman, who would rot give her in marriage till he was assured of her issue {rom the king 
succeeding to the kingdom. Bhishma baving come to know of his fatber's attachment for the girl went to her fathrr and 
not only renounced bis own claim to the throne, but by taking a vow of life long celibacy cut off his off- 'pring. saying that 
even dying childless he would attain Heaven. So firm was his attachment to the vow that when on his step-brother's death 
no male child, was left in the family and he was earnestly solicited by even his step-mother to marry and rule the kingdom, 
he replied. I can renounce tbe empire of Heavtn but Truth I shall ne .. er renounce.' Lying on his death· bed in the battle 
field of Kurukshetra be gave advice to the Panda vas upon the duties of kings, upon philosophical and social problems and 
upon questions of polity, of tbe art of war, the means ofattaining salvation, etc. 
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uttered at the time of presenting the offerings : 
'I present this water to the childless hero Bhishma. 
May Bhishma, the son of Santhanu, thr: speaker of 
truth, the subjugator of his passions obtain by this 
water the oblations due by SOns and grandsons'. 
After his defeat by Arjuna he waited till Magha 
Buddha Ekada~i and died on this day after the Makara 

Sankraman!Jm called Uttarayana Punyakalam. Brahmins 
observe fasting, perform puja to Bhishma and break 
their fast on Dwadasi with Parana a feast. This feltival 
is unknown to non-Brahmins in rural parts. 

14. MahasivaratriI_F.L11s on the fourteenth day of 
the waning moon in Magham (January-February). 

1. We dive into the ethical, metaphysical and allegorical lesson and import of the Mabuivaratri Vrata. It will not be out of 
place for UI to besin with a bird'. eye glance into tbe historical incident alsociated with this great Vrata. It is briefly al 
follows: . 

A hunter at Kasi goes into the forelt on hunting and on hi, way back sinks into deep sleep (owing to sheer physical exhaulti
on) under the tree and wakes therefrom to find the Sun has set already. Intense and awe-inspiring darkness envelopes the 
whole fore.t, no ray of light enten it to pierce the darkness and show him his way home; but the forest night is vigorously 
alive and relounds with the roaringl of lions, tigers and other quadrupeds. It is impossible to think of returning 
home and he therefore decidel to ascend the tree and pass the night on that brittle perch, which, howevtr unsafe, seemed 
safer at any rate than terrafirma. Fortunately for him five happy coincidences combine for his happiness~and they are
(I) that it is Maha.ivaratri night, (2) that it is a Bilwa tree which he has chmbed, (3) that an ancient Sivalinga is just 
below him, (4) that owing to his having come out early at morn and stayed out all the time he has not eaten even a 
.ingle monel offood and (3) th~t It being the Sasirutu (dewy season) the Bilwa leaves which are wetted by the seasonal 
dew (and which owing to his frequent changing of his uncomfortable posture) are displaced from their setting, fell con
tinually all the night through on· the Sivalinga beneath. 

In other words the hunter has unwittingly fulfilled all the requirements of the Mahasivaratri Vrata including the fast
ing, the all night vigll and the Bilwarchana (worship with Blh~'a leaves) and lo! and behold. We find Shagawan Sri 
Sankara pouring fourth his grace on the hunter purging him ofal) his innumerable Bins and giving him salvation. 

The story il a loog and beautiful one, pathetic in its setting and soul stirring in its description. This bare skeleton sum
mary of it will, however, suffice for our present purpose. 

Let UI now proceed to a brief study of the inner spiritual, allegorical and symbolical significance ofthil Maha Vrata. But 
in order to unravel and understand its inner secret it is necessary tbat we should analise the compound word 'Sivaratri 
Vrata' into its three component parts Le., Ratri, Siva, Vrata of each separately and tben synthesize them again together. 
Along therewith, we shall of course have also to consider the aadhana (means required) for the phal (the reault) of the 
Vrata. 

That changele .. being in whom all the world rests is Siva or ae who destroys all evils, ignorance imd sorrows is the bliss
ful one. He is omnipresent.omniscient and omnipotent. RatTi is to give alid means tbat whicb gives peace and happiness 
In the present instance ratri does not mean physical night but sym~olises the withdrawing by the Sadhaka (aspirant) 
on the ladder of spiritual progre81 orall his sense, his mind and his intellect, nay! his whole beirtg away from all the folli
es and the diltractions, the snarel and the delusions of the mue sensual world around him and his in-drawing of himself 
into the supreme self within. 

The idea behind the vigil prescribed i. thus not mechanical one of physical awakeness but of our keeping constant and vigi
lant watch over ourselves (i.e., our misleading mind and straying lenses) and our keeping absolutely and vigilantly awake 
and alive to the Paramathmathathwa ~tbe inner reality, the swpreme .elfwithin) which we generally sleep over or are not 
fully alive or awake to. Upavasa does not mean mere physical fasting. It also means turning our sense mind away 
(rom their Bahirmukha- Vriththi (i.e .. their external semeward tendency) and making them anthaTmukha (turned inwards i.e., 
towards the lupreme soul within), we really perform or, in other words, dwell spiritually and intelectully-God-ward. 
Upavasa thul involve not a mere physical falting but also the mental turning of ourselves towards God. 

Amal'lllsya grammatically means dwelling i.e., dwelling of the Sun and Moon together. On the spiritual plane, how~ver, 
the Sun and the Moon symbolise the paramatma and the jivathma (the universal soul and the individual soul) respectively. 
Amallasya means the Samadhi-yoga stage wherein jiva baa beeome one with paramathma and there is the actual experience 
of absolute Monism, oneness of God, the individual soul and the whole universe. Krishna ChatuTdasi night is,pres
cribed because t hejiva has withdrawn himself into the Lord but not yet so completely absorbed and merged as to 10le his 
individual consciousness when no further sadhana is left or over posiible. Thus the subhamuboortha (the auspicious 
moment) for Sivopasana which can lead us (0 ~mavasya or the Samadhiyoga. . 

To sum up; recapitulate and conclude, the hunter of the narrative, there is jiva (the individual soul) who gees out on 
hia incesaant quelt after senlual enjoyments but, tired and sick and sore and disgusted with bis unending travel and vain 
search for real and lasting happiness through sense enjoyments, falls asleep to them or withdraws himsef frem them, 
falta absolutlcy i.e., shunl sensuality, materialism and bestiality altogether, wakes up to realise the character of fore.t 
darkness of agnan (ignorance) which envelopes him on all sides, seeks protection theJefrom and its terrors hy clinging the 
tree of jnan-sadhana keeps vigil all through i.e., is always on his guard against succumbing an., more to the snares and 
temptations of the flesh and lenses and performs prepetual puja-wolship of Siva, the Antharyami-Lord of the universe and 
thereby attainl the oneness~with God conlciously or unconscioully is the one ultimate inner wish of and heart's inner most 
desire of every jiva (individual soul) in the whole universe-such are the allegorical lessons of Mahasivalatri. (Article in 
Bhavan"Journal, March 4, 1962 on Mahasivaratri and itl lignificance by H.H. Sri Bharathee Kriahnatbeertba of Puri). 
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This, in the estimation of the followers of Siva, 
is the most sacred of all their observances, ex
piating all sins and securing the attainment of all 
desires during life and union with Siva or final 
emancipation after death. The ceremony is said to 
have been enjoined by Siva. Himself who declared 
to his wife Uma that the fourteenth day of the 
dark half of Magham if observed in honour of Him 
should be destructive of the consequences of all 
sins and should confer final liberation. The three 
essential observances on this day are fasting during 
the whole tidhi or lunar day, bolding a vigil and 
worshipping the linga during the night. After bathing 
in the morning, the worshipper recites his Sankalpa 
or pledge himself to celebratt the worship. He thm 
recites special mant,ams (holy texts) and offers an 
arghya (oblation) after which he goes through the 
matrika-nJasa a set of gesticulations accompanied by 
short prayers. The repetition of nyasa (i. e., touch
ing of parts of the b.:>dy while repeating certa in 
mantras) accompanies every offering made to the 
lingam, they offd fruits, fhwers and incense and 
lights during the whole ceremony. The Linga is to 
be propitiated with different articles in t'ach watch 
of the night on which the vigil is held. In the first 
watch it is to be bathed with milk, incense, fruits, 
flowers and materials of food as boiled rice .-Iod some. 
time! even drcss(d flesh, are offered with the repeti
tion of mantras. In the second it is bathed with curds. 
In the third the bathing is performed with ghee. 
In the fourth watch tbe lingom i. bathed with honey. 
Brahmins are entertained and presents are given 
to them. Women as well ,is men perform this vrata. 

All Hindus except Vaishnavites ohserve this 
festival. There is not much difference in the obser
vance among- the several sub-communities that 
observe it. On Magha Bahula Chaturdasi devote~s 
fast the whole day, go to Siva temple for abhi
shekam worship and offer coconuts, fruits, panakam 
and panneram which they take as prasadarn observe 
jagarana '_keeping awake the whole night) attend the 
Puranakalokshfpom, Harikathas or dramas with a 
theme of Siva. The next m()rning, they break their 
fast from sleep. One general practice is that this 
festival is observfd not at their residences but at tbe 
holy place or a Siva pilgrim centre such as Srisailam 
Kalahasti, etc., at times· hundreds of miles away 
from home with the belief that those places ar~ fur
ther sanctifitd during tht periud by the presence of 
devathas that visit the centres to wurship the presid
ing deity though invisible. 

Worship of Village Deidu- Devotion to 

Ammavaru that is Parvathi with one or the other ut 

the numerouS local names is very great in this dis
trict. Every town and village celebrates the Am
mavari festiv3.1 annually without fail lest the place 
should be visited with famine or pest to men or cattle. 
Parvathi's Lord. Siva's festival is celebrated with 
greater devotion, by greater crowds, in temples, 
pilgrim centres and sacred rivers. Greater devotion to 
Lord Siva is seen in Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam 
Districts thanin the other Coastai districts of Andhra. 
Except this, the observance is identical throughout 
the State. 

Ammavari Panduga-Besides Saraswathi, Lakshmi 
and Parvathi with Their different names or incarna
tions who are worshipped by the Hindus with or 
without their retpective Lords Brabma, Vishnu and 
Eswara, several minor Goddesses are worshipped 
here and there in Andhra in small temples. In a 
few cases there is an annual festival. But in Visakha
patn~m Distric~, Ammavari Panduga is an annual co
mmon festival of one and all though it is not very 
conspicious in big towns. One festival which is in 
common with that observed in Rayalaseema with 
identical legend and slightly different practices is 
the Gramadevatha festival. The legend is that a Hari. 
jan loved a Brahmin girl and married her, deceiv
ing her and her parenti that he was a Brahmin. He 
bad equipped himself with all the cuStoms of the 
first born and that the fact was not exposed till he 
begot two or three children. When the deceived 
wife detectt'd the fact, she became a devatha by putting 
an end to herself and her children and cursing the 
Harijan to be born a he-buffalo. A popular belief 
developed that the devalha would bless the village 
with prosperity if her festival is celebrated. A he
buffAlo is sacrificed and cooked rice mixed with the 
blood of the baffalo is sprinkled all round the village. 
This is nei ther a common festival nor an annual 
ftatival. In fact, it is being slowly given up. Even 
where it is in practice it is celebrated once in 2 to 5 
years or even after longer periods because of several 
impracticable traditions, risks and very high cost. 
In Rayalaseema, the right front leg of the buffalo is 
cut, thurst into its mouth and placed in front of the 
devatha wh,Jse earthen image prepared for the occa
sion is kept in an alloted piace in the centre of the viI. 
lage. The practice in Visakhapatnam District is that 
the blood of the buffalo is mixed with oil in a huge 
earthen plate and a lamp with thick wicks is prepa
red and placed on the severed head of the buffalo in 
frOllt of the image. Yet Ammavari Panduga is a 
common festival in most of the villages of this dil. 
trict though there is no common name for the 
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Goddess. In fact the names:are selected according to 
place, circumstances, cUltoms and perhaps fancy 
run into scoreH. Ammathalli, Durgadevatha, Nee
lamma, Masuramma, Rajamma, Pala Polamma, 
Vathtbamma, Jambalamma, Kankali, Yellamma, 
Killamma, Nimbeswari, Asiramma, Paikilu Polam
ma, Dusigayamma, Ambika, Gowramma, Gyramma, 
Kothuramma. Brundavathi, Nukalamma, Maridam
ma, Velikala Polamma, Rupinidevi, Polipaiditha
llamma, Kondadevatha, Bangaruthalli, Purutala 
Polamma, Thelagamma, Rathalamma, Kanchamrna, 
Chinnamma, Gangamma, Kotadevatha, Samalamma 
Mandala Bodamma, Appayamma, Chinthamrna, 
Nandamma, Dadithalli, Polamma with several epi
thets, Badidevaramma, Desathalli, Muthyalamma, 
Poluruthalli, etc., are some of the names. The form in 
which these devathas are worshipped may be a form
Ic .. stone, a tree, an ant-hill, a bamboo stick, a stone 
or an axe or an image or a zoologi~al form. There 
is no fixed date, but generally an appropriate season 
is traditionally fixed for each locality. Generally, 
the seasons are the early sowing period of dry.crops, 
or the transplantation period of paddy or the differ
ent Seasons of harvesting of the several crop'. 

Several parts of the district were till recently 
and even now are culturally very backward and 
have not freed themselves from superstitious beliefs 
that each natural element and happening such as 
rain etc., is controlled by a Goddess. What suits the 
fancy i 8 selected ' as the Goddess and given a name 
and worshipped and a festival is celebrated in Her 
name once in one or 2 or 3 or 5 years usually. 

The common features and observances of this 
apparently dissimilllr common festival is that the 
Ammavari Panduga should invariably be performed 
every year or atleast once in 2 or 3 or 5 years lest 
Her displeasure might result in pests and famine for 
men and cattle. The Naidu of the village of a family 
wi tb traditional privilege, should decide upon the 
time and duration of the celebration. If there is 
"Asuchi" (pollution due to birth or attainment of age 
by a girl) in his family, the celebration is suspended 
during the period. Funds are collected by public 
contribution and in places where there is no tree or 
idol or ant-hill or the like. an earthen or wooden 
image is prepared and is kept in the customary place 
in' the village. Pots' filled with saffron water and 
decorated with PIUUPU, kumlum and flowers are carri
ed in proceuion and taken to the place of worship. 
The idols are generally located under a tree and the 
water is poured to the trees. Payasam, fow}" goats 
and sheep are offered to the deity. Friends and 

relatives are specially invited from other places. 
New clothes are also offered to the Goddess.· The 
duration of the festival is for one, three, five or 
seven days according to the custom and avai lability 
of funds. Only a few festivals are of such importance 
in this district, mostly in big villages or places of 
ancient religious renown or importance. 

Marked imp()rtan~e to Ammavari_ Panduga ove' 
that seen in Sr ikakulam district is seen in Visakha~ 
patnam district including Visakhapatnam. As con
trasted with Srikakulam, Visakhapatnam has greater 
attraction for the rural popUlation bec~use of the 
several industries there and for them Ammavari 
Panduga is no less than, if not more important than, 
Pedda Panduga namely Sankranti. Failure to observe 
Ammavari Panduga any year is feared to result in 
famine and pests in the locality. This panduga is 
celebrated on the highest scale at Vizianagaram 
under the patronage of the Raja of Vizianagaram. 
The Raja" family claim Kanaka Durga of Vijaya- , 
wada as their (Adapaduchu-girl born in their 
famil y) and worship of a female deity is foremost 
for the f.lmily and she is worshipped and Her annual 
festival is celebrated in the name of Pyditb.allamma. 
The celebrations are described in detail in the wri te 
up for Vizianagaram. It suffices to state that the 
Raja's family used to spend some thousands of rupees 
annually for the celebration which is now reduced 
and the total expe1lditure for the residents would 
be over a lakh of rupees. Even now, the gathering 
on the last two days is over a couple of lakhs filling 
all the street. for Pydithallamma procession after 
the domestic observance of pooja of Ammavaru in 
each house GangammathalliPandugaisconspicious in 

the hill parts and agency tractl of Visakhapatnam 

district. Yelamimchili and Anakapalle tal uks have 

given to the festival the name of Gowramma~Panduga 

colloquially termed Gairamma Panduga and celebrate 

it with great pomp and devotion. Though the festival 

may rank third or fourth in towns and for cultured 

families, {or the rural folk it is second only to P,dda 

Panduga namely Sankranti. Anupu day or the second 

is notable for light music, fireworks, d isguises, d~

cora ted carts, perlons representing puranie characters 

and national leaders. The celebration; are with 

competitve spirit between the resident,S of different 

streets. Practically each street is having its own 

Gairamma, the most conspicuous of 'them being (1) 

Kunchamvari Gairamma, (2) Velpulaneedhi Gai

ramma and (3) Gavarapalem Gairammma. 
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COMMON MUSLIM FESTIVALS 

1. Ramsa. is an observance taken up during the 
entire ninth month of Ramzan by all Muslim. and on 
the last dayof the month tbey celebrate 1M. Prophet 
Mohammed while he waS doing penance in GIla-,. 
Hira (a cave) in Mecca in his fortieth year iA 
believed to have acquired Quran aent by Allah 
through Gabriel. The observance of tbiB month iI 
one of the five cardinal practice. in Islam and 
express commands regarding it are liven in the 
Quran. 

Throughout the entire month Muslims com
mence their fast at 4-30 a. m., every day and break 
it only after sunset. In big towns of this dis· 
trict these timings are indicated for the convenience 
of the public by a siren or bursting a fire cracker. 
In certain towns and big villages of this di.trict 
where the Muslim population is conliderable, one or 
more groups of Muslims go round the street. and 
lanes singing in prai.e of the Prophet thu. waking 
up the Muslims by 4- 0' clock in the morning, so 
that they may take their food before the scheduled 
time. This appear~ to be the duty of some poor 
Muslims for which they are remunerated either in 
cash Of kind. All luxuries and also such habit. as 
smoking, chewing and snuffing are avoided during 
this period and a complete fait during day time is 
observed. The observance of fast is so strict that 
during that period some orthodox Muslims do not 
even swallow their own saliva. During the nightl 
Moulvies deliver lectures on Islam. In addition to 
isha (the night prayer) every day additional prayer 
namely tara-veh (20 rakaths) is offered and a part 
of the Holy Book (Quran) i. recited. On Badirath 
or the best night (Shab-e-khader) which falls on the 
26th or 27th day according as the month consists of 
29 or 30 days, recitation of the Holy Book is com
pleted. On the Badirath all keep awake till 4.00 a.m., 
when the reading of Quran will be completed and 
sweets are distributed. The fast II broken after 
sunset at home by some and with a common dinner 
from a common plate in the mosque by several. The 
last day is Khutba day i. e., 1st day of Shavval on 
which the observance culminates with great pomp 
and show. All wear new clothes and each member 
In the well.to-do families distributes among the poor 
Ii measure of wheat Of rice or cholam to enable 
the poor also to participate in the common namaz. 
They go for the namaz to Id-gah (open place where 

a waH is constructed on a railed platform on the 
western outskirts of the village or town). One 
distinguishing feature at the time of namaz is that 
the rich and the poor Itand together in a row shedd· 
ing the cloak of social status. When the Muslims in 
a village are too few to form a congregation or poor 
to have an Id-gah to conduct namaz at their own ' 
place they go to the neighbouring villages and join 
tbe congregational nam4Z. According to the rules 
of SAariyat every person after crossing the age of 
12 years must observe all the fasts regularly. He or 
abe can be excused in extra-ordinary circumstances, 
like serious illness, monthly period for women etc. 
It is a fact that a great deviation has taken place 
from the injunctions of Shariyal (religious law) in 
this matter. But tben again a Muslim would incur 
public opprobrium, if, during the period of Ram{,an, 
he takes food or smokes publicly. Usually the pro
celsion of Id-gah goes by one route and returns 
by another, wherever it is convenient to do. The 
beggers that line up on both routes will then have 
benefit of the charity of the rich. 

2. Bakrid (fhe Cow feast) is also called Id-,. 
Qurhan (the feast of sacrifice) and Id-Ill-Kabir or 
Badi-Idd (the great feast). It is celebrated on the 
10th day of Zilha{. (April-May) and is part of the 
rites of the Mecca Pilgrimage. It is observed in all 
part.oflslam, both as a day of sacrifice and as a 
great festival. It is founded on command in the 
Quran, Chapter XXII, Verses, 33-38. Two of the 
verses are: 

"Ye may obtain advantages from theeattle upto tile set 
time for slaying them; then the place for sacrifice them 
il at the ancient house. By no meall.l can their flesh 
reach unto God, neithrr their blood; but piety on your 
part rClI.cheth Him. Thus hath He subjected them to 
you that ye magnify God for His guidance; moreover 
announce slad tidingl to thOle who do good deed.". 1. 

The legend goes that before the birth of Prophet 

Mohammed, there was Ibrahim (Abraham) a 

Prophet who condemned pOlytheism and animal 

sacrifice before images. It is he that constructed 

Eaba, He beheaded the minlr idols secretly, placed 

the sword in the hand of the presiding deity and 

proclaimed that the crime was committed by the deity 
itself. The enraged mob threw him into the fire bu t 

the angels and God .aved him. God commanded 

1. E. Denison Ross, All. Alphabetical Lilt of tbe Feasts and 'Holiday. of the HindUi and Muhammadans (Calcutta: ISH .. ) 
P.I02. 
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that he should sacrifice his only son Ismail, begot at 
the ripe age of eight. Though Satan tried to 
dissuade him, Ibrahim executed the Lord's 
command. However, it was only a test and his son 
was restored to life. An orthodox version is that 
God desired Ibrahim to sacrifice to him the best he 
loved. The best he loved was his youngest son Ismail 
who was made to prostrate blind-folded. Ibrahim 
with his eyes covered, repeating the words Bismillahi 
Alla.Ho-Akbar (with the name of God, who is 
great) drew the sword across his neck. In the 
meanwhile, however, the archangel Gabriel, snatch
ing Ismail fran underneath the blade substituted 
a broad-tailed sheep in his stead. Abraham unfold
ing his eyes observed to his surprise and joy tbe 
sheep slain and his son standing behind. God 
ordained that a cow (or a bull) or a sneep or a gait 
be sdcrificed in h is place. Animal sacrifice appears 
to have come into vogue from then. , 

In commemoration of this sacrifice, Bakrid is 
observed on the tenth day in the Muslim month of 
Zilha;;, (April-May). On that day the Muslims go 
to !d. gah. (an open place where a wall is constructed 
on a raised platform on the western outskirts of the 
village or fawn), without having their breakfast as 
a mark of respect to Ismail a.nd offer theu namaz 
(prayer). It is believed that the deer in the forest 
standson one leg without even feeding its young one 
till the namaz is over. Therefore the nama;;, is per. 
formed early even before taking breakfaat. . Within 
three days, the head' of the fami Iy takes a she~p or a 
cow Or a goat and turning its head towards Mecca, 
sayl :-

"In the name of th great God verily my prayers, 
my sacrifice, my life, my death, b'!long to God, 
the Lord of the worlds. He has 110 partner; that is wha,t 
I am bidden; for I am first of tbose who are resi&,llCd. 
And. tben he days the animal. The flesh of tbe ar. imal 
i. divided into three portiom, one-third being given to 
relations, one third to the poor and the remaining one
third reservtd for the family. It is considered highly 
meritorious to sacrifice one animal for each member of 
the family, but as that would involve an expenditure 
few could bear, it is allowable to sacrifice one victim 
for the hoult-hold. In extreme cases, men may combine 
together and make one sacrifice for all, but the num ber 
ofpersons so combining must not exceed seventy. Some 
authorities limit the number to seven". 1. 

The skin of the sacrificed animal should be sold 
and the money thus got distributed among the poor. 

1. E. DenilOn RosS' Op cit., P. i03 

2. E. Denison ROil Op cit, P. 106 

Quite apCHt from its religious ceremonies the festival 
is observed as a great occasion of rejoicing. Chapaties 
(wheat bread), sweet! and bowls of khima are 
only pre.,arations for the dinner. Rice i. not cooked 
generall)'. Presentation» are made to the yougsters. 

For the subsequent four days three talcbirs are 
recited after every namaz (prayer) in His praise frr 
the-merc), shown in reStOring Ismail to life. Rich 
persons give alms to the poor. 

3. Mobarram-"The name 0 f the first m;:>nth of the 
Muslim year is also the Ilame given to the first ten 
days of the month observed by the Shiahs in comme
moration of the martyrdom of Hussain, the Second 
son of Fatimah, the Prophet'S daughter, by Ali. A 

short account of this tragic event is necessary to 
understand the quajnt ceremonies which are observ
ed on this festival"2. 

"Ali, the son-in· law of Mohammad was the fourth 
Khalifa of Islam. He is dt·scribed as 'the 1a8t and 
worthiest of th~ primitive Musalrnans who imbibed his 
religious enthusiasm from companionship with prophet 
himself and wh., followed to tile last the simplicity of 
his charactn'. H" was a man calclliated bv his earntst 
devotion to the .\-'rophet and his own natural grace to 
win as be has done, the admira lion of succeeding gen~r
ations A strong oppositIOn, however, arole and Ali 
was as~asin.i.ted in a mosque at Kufa. It is not easy, 
amid the conflicting statements of historians of the 
lival sects, to arrive at the truth in all the detail. of the 
events which ha,_;pened then; but ,generally received 
opinion is that after the assasination of Ali, Hassan. 
his ~on renounced his claim to the Khal ifate in favour 
of his father's rival Muavia. Hassan was ultimately 
poisoned by his wif-, who, it is sa'id, was. instigated by 
Muavia to do the deed, in order to leave the coa,t clear 
f<Of his Yezid. Ihe most tragic event has yet to come. 
Yrzid, who succeeded his father. was very licenlious 
and in eligious nlan. The people of Kufa being di~
gusted at his conduct, lent IT essengers to Hussain, the 
remaining son of Ali with the request that he would 
allume the Khalifate. In vain, the. friends of Hussain 
u'ied to persuade him to leI the people of Kufa first 
rl"\olt, and thlls show the reali,y oftbeir wishes by their 
deeds, J n an evil hJur Hus.ain started with a small 
band of fort)' horsemrn and nne hundred foot-soldiers. 
On the plain of Karbala be found his way barred by a 
force of three thousand men. "We are few in number' 
said Hussain and the enemy is in force. I am resolved 
to die. But you· I release you from your oath of aile
gience; let all those wish to do so leave me.· ·O! Son 
of Apo~tle of God,' was the reply, wb:lt eltcuse could 
we give to the grandfather on the day ofrewrrection,did 
we abondon thee to the hands of thine enemies. One 
by one these bra.ve men fell beneath the sword~ of the 
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enemy, until Hussain and his infant son alone were left. 
Weary and thirsty, Hussain sat upon the ground. The 
enemy drew near, but no one dared to kill the grandson 
of the Prophet. An arrow pierced the ear of the little 
boy and he died. 'We came from God and we return 
to Him', were pathetic words of Hussain as with a 
sorrowful heart he laid the dead body of his son on the 
sand. He fought bravely for a while; but at la5t:fel1 
covered wit\! many wounds.'" 

Several pious Shiah and Sunni Muslims observe 
fast, recite the Quran at home during the ten days 
and the tenth day is observed as ashurah (mourning 
day). It il the Muslim belief that the future Khiamath 
(destruction of the world) will be on a Friday of 
this ten days period of Moharram. The Shiahs observe 
this as an occasion of immense pain and sorrow. 
They weep and wail beating their breasts during 
these ten days. Cots are upturned, mats are wound up 
and the bare floor is made the sleeping place during 
the period. They wear only black clothes. They 

'perambulate the streets with a flag expressing their 
sarrows recounting the activities of the departed 
heroes, Hassan and Hus!>ain and calling out their 
names. The highly orthodox Shiahs condemn 
even the processions. They consider the two heroes 
equal to Prophet Himself. 

"Some days previous to the festival the imambara 
(house of the Imam). aho called alhur khanah (ten day. 
house) is prepared. As soon a. the new moon appears 
the peopl~ gather together in the various imambaral 
and offer fatihahs over some sherbat of some sugar in the 
name of Hussain. The fatibahs conclude thus: '0 God, 
grant the reward of this to the soul of Hussain. 'Sher
bat and sugar are then distributed. The imambara is 
generall y a temporary structure or lome large hall fitted 
up for the occasion. The alams or standards which are 
commonly made of copper and brass. though occasion
ally of gold or silver are placed against the walls. The 
usual standard is that of a hand placed on a pole. This is 
emblematic of the five members (the Prophet Himself, 
Ali, Fatimah, Hassan and Hussain) the family of the 
Prophet, and is the special standard of the Shiahs." 2 

For the first six days nothing else takes place. 
From seventh to ninth day they are taken out 
in procession in the streets. Fires are kindled in open 
spaces and the people both old and young fence 
al:ross the fire and jump about calling out 'Huslain 
Hassan!.' Tbe three days are enjoyed with fancy 
dresses of tigen, bears etc., and mimicry. Both 
Hindus and Muslims go to the imambara for offering 
fatikahs to alams. On the evening before the tenth 

I. Rev. Edward Sell: The faith of Islam (1880) PP. 236-237 

2. E. Denison Ross, Op cit .. PP. J07-108 

day which according to Muslim mode of compu
ting time is the tenth night, all the taziyahs and the 
alams are taken out in procession. It is a scene of 
great confusion, for men and boys disguised in all 
sorts of quaint get up run about fencing and jumping. 
At a convenient hour in the night of the ninth day 
burning cinders are levelled in the pit in front of 
the arhur khanah and devotees both Muslims and 
Hindus, a few holding alams walk across the fire. 
Whatever the principle might be, the influence of 
the ten days' observance of Dasara with fire walking 
in several places is seen in the ten days' observaces 
of Moharram. It is the carnival of the lower class 
Muslims and Hindus. On the following day after 
fatihahs are read the] taziyahs and alams are taken 
away to the nearby river, tank or a well outside the 
town. There the immersion ceremony takt:s place, 
which is washing the peerlu in water and removing 
them from the poles on which they were kept mount
ed from the first day of the festival. 

The huthi (curd and cooked rice with condi
ments) brought from home is offered a8 fatihahs at 
the river and distributed in small quantities to as 
many of those assembled as possible. After the 
immersion ceremony, the alams are wrapped in cloth 
and kept in ashur khanahs for 3 days. Though non
vegetarian food is prohibhited for 3 days, it is 
observed only for a day except by the Shias. Sherbath 
is generall y distributed. After the third day the 
alams are taken home and kept in safe custody for 
the next Moharram. 

4. Milad-uD-Nabi is ebserved by all Musl ims on 
the twelfth day of the month Rahi-ut ... Avval in 
commemoration of the birth day of Prophet 
Mohammad as also of his death day. 

The Itory goes that being an orphan, 
Mohammad was fed by Halima, a poor woman, with 
her milk and when he grew up he was tending the 
sheep along with the son of Halima. Even as baby 
he refused the milk from the right breast of Halima 
which he left it to 'her son. One day Gabriel cut 
the chest of Mohammad, washed the heart with 
sacred water and prepared him to be a Prophet and 
a reformer of the world. Her performed penace and 
got Quran from God through Gabriel. 

He preached that Almighty was one and a. a 
consequence had to escape from Mecca to Madina 
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where be acquired 330 disciples in the first insClnce. 
He spread his G~&pel, graduiiny regaind Mecca 
and passed away in the year 1775 on the twelfth day 
of Rabi-ul-AvJal. On this day fo()d is cooked and 
after fatihahs are read over it, it is distnbuted to 
the poor. Both in priVate houses and mosques, 
meetings are held at which the story of the birth, 
miracles and death of the Prophet are recited. They 
keep awake throughout the night and namaz is per
formed. Quran is recited in m )sques during which 
period the mc>ustache (often a single hall' of it and a 
piece of black blanket), are removed slowly from 
the box in which they are preserved and are shown 
to the gathering by the Qizi. 

S. Peer-E-Dastagiri is celebrated on the eleven
th day of the fourth monto i. e., Rabi-us Sani by 
the Sunnis in honour of saint Abdul Khadar Jeelani 
or Geelani. His tomb stands at Saghdad and is 
visited by Sunni Muslims and Some non-Muslims as 
welL This is an occasion of his birth d iy celebra
tion. In his name a green flag is taken in procession 
to the accompaniment of music <l nd is finally erec
ted on a plat form specially conslructed for the purpose 
in places where the Sunnis are in a majority. In 
other places the flag is fixed 00 a margosa tree near 
the entrance to the place ThiS is done with the belief 
that a flag of Peer-e.Dastagiri who was a great saint 
would protect the place warding off all epidemics 
and foul play of Satan. Just asin Moharram itisa 
very happy occassion though for a single night. In 
the rural parts of this district it is an interesting 
sight to witness a vast crowd of Hindus with a hand
ful of Muslims moving together in a procession with 
the green flag flying above and music playing in 
front, practically the entire cost being contributed 
by the leading Hindu community of the village 
concerned. In towns, a few orthodox Muslims who 
are educated commence ten days earlier, reading the 
life and ('ther holy books on Islam and conclude the 
festival with POOf feeding on a small scale whether 
there is a procession or not. Several miracles are 
attributed to the credit of the great saint. At the 
earlier stages of his life he converted a gang of 
robbers by telling them how much money he had 
with him and where he had kept it. When the robbers 
questioned him w~y he revealed the fact while 
there was an opportunity to save his money, he 
replied that normally it was a great sin to utter a lie 

and that it would be a greater one in his case as he 

had promised his mother at the time of leave taking 

and receiving h~r blessings not to utter a lie. The 

gang of robbers reformed themselves and became a 

group of his disciples. In this district the festival 
is more conspicuous in villages than in towns. 

6. Shab-E-Barat or Night of Record - This 
festival is held on the night of the fourteenth of the 
eighth month i. e., Shaban and it is believed that 
the dutie! of the men for the ensuring year are 
recorded. The Whole night is spent either in prayer 
or in recitation of Quran in a happy and pleasant 
mood with illuminations and display of fireworks. 
We find in these celebrations the influence of 
Deepavali celebrations conducted by the Hindus 
with great mirth and joy extravagantly indulging in 
fire works. This is a common festival among 
Muslims, though the celebration is confined to a 
few Muslim families in towns. 

COMMON .CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS 

1. Tbe New Year's Day-The 1st January is celeb
rated as the New Year's Day by all Chirstians. 
Celebrations commence an hour or two before the 
actual birth of the New Year. Between 10 and 
11 0' clock on the night of the 31st December of 
the preceding year, there is the 'Watch Night' serv,ce, 
in churches. The funccion commences with the 
distribution of sweets to the assembly. A speech is 
delivered ab~ut the c1osin~ year. Exactly at 
12 0' clock in the mid-night a s~eech is delivered 
ushering in the New Year. Songs about the comiog 
year, about the glory of God, in praise of Christ and 
prayer for His blessings are sung individually and in 
chorus. At ab mt 00-30 hours the function concludes 
by a service and mutual exchange of greetings for 
the New Year by those assembled there. At 5-30 
hours in the morning of the New Year's Day each 
family conducts service in the house. Prayers are 
offered for the benefits of the previous year and for 
blessings in the ensuing year. After bath and wear
ing of llew clothes, greeting cards, gifts and sweets 
are distnbuted to friends and relatives. Church 
service between 9 and 11 a. m. is attended by all. 
Dedication of the Biblical name!! by the pastor to 
the new b~ro habies and special pra yers for the ex
tension of the Kingdom of Christ brings the function 
to a close. 

At home each family exhibits the greetings and 

gifts such as toys, clothing, sweets etc., received from 

friends and relatives on a table in the well deco· 

rated hall of the house, cleaned and white-washed. 

The day is one of rejoicing with choice sweet-meats 

and non-vegetarian dishes for dinner. 
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Besides contributing one tenth of a month's 
income to the church by all devoted Christians, 
special offerings are made to tbe church for the 
extension of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, i.e., for 
the mission of converting others into Christianity. 
The exchange of greetiugs is not confined to 

Christians alone but obsered by all educated 
people. The Christians distribute sweets to all 
their Hiudu and Muslim friends as well in th~ 

locali ty. 

For the recently converted uneducated Harijans 
of the country side, the New Year's Day has 1I0t 

special significance, unless the concerned pastor 
undertakes to hold the function of dedIcating Bib. 
lical names to the converts bere and there during 
the close of the year. In spite of these celebrations, 
Christians do not attach much religious importance 
to this New Year's Day. There is a convention 
gaining ground both among the C'ltholics and the 
Protestants that there is no need to attach impor
tance to 1st January as a New Year's Day. It may 
be observed, as any other Indian does, as the first 
day of the official calendar year. Along with the 
preparation and enjoyment of the time honour ed 
bhakshyam from the days of forefathl'fs, all the func
tions of thanks givmg for the closing year and 

. prayers for the New Year etc., can as well be 
transferred to the Telugu New Year's Day by the 
Andhra, Karnataka and :tvfaharashtra Christians 
now that we are an Independent NatIOn with a 
National Calendar of our own. 

2. Good Friday- Jesus Christ was crucified in 
Jerusalem by the Jews on Friday and Good Friday 
is celebrated to commemora tl:' the day. I t is a part 
of the celebration of the Easter l and comes imme. 
diately before the Easter Sunday, Easter being the 
most joyous of Christian festivals observed annually 
throughout Christendom in commemoration of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ on 1 the first Sunday 
a fter the full-moon following the vernal equinox! 

Though Easter Sunday is the central point in the 
observance of the events connected with Christ's 
death on a Friday and His resurrection on a Sunday, 
the ideal Easter season extends from Ash Wednesday 
the first day of Lent to Whit SundllY which 
commemorates tile day of Pente COSt. This 
period of the Easter cycle may be divided into 3 
parIS - (1) The preparatory fast of the forty days 
of Lent; (2) The fifteen days beginning with the 
SundolY before and ending with the Sunday after 
Easter, during which the ceremo.1ies of the holy 
week and the services of the Octave of Easter are 
observed; ,HId (3) The Octave of Easter during 
which the Iltwl} baptised wear their willte garments 
and for the Paschal seaSon beginning at Easter and 
lasting till Whit Sunday. In thIS district fasting 
is observed foi' a week commencing from the 4th 
day preceding Good Friday upto Eas[er t.e., the 
Sunday after Good Friday. This period is known 
as 'Lamentation Period' or 'Passion Week'. The 
religious minded elders observe the fast very 
strictly and engage themselves in prayers. on 
Friday, church service is conducted from 11-00 
hours to 16-00 hours, when only 7 persons speak, 
the Significance being that the Lord spoke only 
seve!l words from the cross before His death. Each 
speach is preceded and followed by a prayer. No 
true Christian fails to observe fast at least on that 
day. The SUllday following is Easter. Early in 
the morning at 5-00 hO<1fs, all the members of the 
church start in procession from the church to an open 
space preferably, a grove. There they sing in praIse 
of Lord after which there is Sermon by a learned 
preacher. By 7-00 hours, they return home and 
get ready to attend the church by 9-00 hours. 
Roman Catholics, however, do not go in procession 
but attend their respective churches, have service 
from 3 to 4 p.m., as Jesus is believed to have been 
crucified at 3 p.m. They observe jagarana on the 
night of Saturday previous to the Easter Sunday 
which they call 'Easter Vigil'. Immediately after 
the service in the church, Lord's Supper is observed 
by those who believe in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Bread and diluted wine in little quantities 

1 Easter - The day the Christians celebrate Christ's rising from the dead is called Easter. It always comes off on a 
Sunday falling either in March or in ApriL The date depends on when the moon appears 10 full in those months. How
ever, it can never be earlier tban March, 22nd nor later than April, 25th. 

To many, Easter means the coming of the spring. In this season trees give out new leaves; seeds that have rested 
in the'ground all winter send up leaves and flowers; moths come out of their cocoons, birds build nests and lay eggs. For 
hundreds of years, eggs have signified the awakening of life in spring. Christians colour aster Eeggs and givr: them to 
their friends as a way of saying 'Spring is here' (The golden book of Encyclopaedia-Rook V. Page 443 by Bertha Moris Parker). 
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representing the flesh and blood of Jesus are taken 
by Christians. New born babies are brought to the 
church and Christened with Biblical names by the 
pastor. Nominally the members of the Christian 
families are baptised as a token of rebirth, affirming 
their belief in Christ. This is done by immersing 
the Chrisdans in the water and taking them out by 
the pastor or some other Church Authority chanting 
hymns. This is the practice with the majority of 
the Protestants who immerse the new convert not pa
rticularly in sacred or holy \'-,lIer as John. the Baptist 
baptised for the first time in the waters of the riva 
Jordon. It singnifies a spiritual turning away from 
sins and the entry into a new pure life. A feN of 
the Protestants and all the Catholics sprinkle holy 
water on the new converts before Ba?tism, after 
saying prayers over the water before it is sprinkled. 
Feasts are held and consumed in every house with 
friends and relatives. 

3. Christmas is the birth day celebration of Jesus 
Christ. Though 25th is the birth day of Jesus, the 
celebration commences on the night of 23rd Decem
ber with the Christmas Candle Lighting Service. 
The evening of 24th is called the 'Christmas Eve' 
and special prayers and services are held in chur
ches. In order to keep the children awake on the 
night of the 24th, the p'lren ts tell them that 
'Christmas Father' visits them with presents. This 
'Christmas Fathl"r' or 'Santa Claus' is an i magi-nary 
person ",ith a white flowing beard and a red snow 
suit, who is believed to fill the childrt'n's stockings 
with Christmas presents by night. The children 
generally fall asleep by mid-night of the Christmas 
Eve; then the parents keep pr-es~nts like sweets, 
baloons, toys, etc., in stockings and keep them undrr 
their beds or on the tahles. In the morning the 
children are told th'\t Christmas Father had come 
and left the presents for them. Ev~n in the church, the 
eldest member is dressed like the Christmas Father 
and is made to wander about in the congregation, 
distributing sweets, etc., to the children from the 
S ockings hung to a bamboo stick on his ~houlder. 
On the night of 24th December, the members of the 
church, specially youngsters, go around the town in 

groups singing Christmas caroIls to wake up th 
Christians and inviting them to church for th 
important celebration of 25th morning. Some 0 

the Christian families receive such parties anc 
offer them sweets and cakes. A fter the servi ce in th 
church on the morning of the 25th, they return hom 
and spend the day in merriment, exchanginl 
greetings and inviting friends and relatives to parti 
cipate in the Christmas dinner. The well-to-d( 
Protestants prepare tht' Chri,tmas Tree with cane 
and bamboos and decorate it with coloureo paper 
candles and variety of coloured hulbs. Gifts an( 
grt"etings received from friends and relativ('s af( 
conspicuous Iy exhi hited on the Christmas Tree. 

The Roman Catholics do not have Christma! 
Tree but ('xhlbit in a 'cflb'(a small hut like erection: 
the articles of presentations, the statues of Bab! 
Jesus, Mother Mary and foster father Joseph 
Some fig'ures of animals representing the stable at'( 
also kept to indicate the actual place of birth 0 

Lord J"11S. 

Christmas is a common festival for all Christi
anq in this district, whether rich or poor, in town or 
village. The- well-to.do in the towns celebrate the 
festival in the manner detailed above. Even the 
poor on account of th.e close association with the 
rest in the town obsetve it with equal zeal though 
they cannot afford the costly dinners or exchange 
of sweets. The 'Christmas Tree' is a luxury for 
them. For the uneducated Harijan converts of the 
villages, Christmas is, perhaps, a festival. Rich 
feasts of the year are held though they are not 
advanced enough to conceive the idea of 'Christmas 
Father' or a 'Christmas Tree.' But the missionarie. 
and the local pastors are innovating several methods 
of conversion on the Chrislmas day. Processions, 
singing songs in Telugu, door to door personal 
invitation to one and all of the place to take part in 
the procession, enacting of dramas of the life and 
teachings of several of the Christian Saints 

are resorted to, to support their mission. 
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Abhayahastham. 

Abhishekam 

Adapaduchu 

A dhyanothsavam 

Agnigundam 

Agraharam 

Akasavani 

Akhanda deeparadhana 

Akshintalu 

Ampakam 

Annasantharpana 

Anupu Uthsar-'am 

Aradhana 

Aramakshetram 

ATchakas 

Ari.)ciu 

Ashramtlm 

Ashtadikpalakas 

As totharapu ja 

Avatara 

Ayurvedam 

GLOSSARY 

Raised right palm of 
deities representing the 
protection-affording 
attitude in a posture of 
reaflsurance 

Religious rite of gIVIng 
bath bv pouring water 
on the deity 

Girl born in the fam ily 

Ceremony connected with 
reciting of Vedas 

Fire-pit 

Village given as a dona
tion to Brahmins 

Celestial voice 

Continucus burning of 
lamps 

Rice smeared with turme
ric powder 

Send off 

Free feeding 

Send off festival 

Specinl worship 

Buddhist sacred hall of 
worship 

Those who conduct the 
PUJ3 

Sweet preparation of ric("
flour and jaggery cooked 
into a paste, made into 
round cakes of 2 inches 
to 3 inches f<ldius, 0.2 
inches to 0.4 inches 
thickness and baked In 

sweet oi Is or ghee 
Hermitage 

Lords of the eight corners 
of the Universe 

Worship, chanting the 
eight namel of the deity 

Incarnation 

A system of indigenous 
medical treat[Dent 

Bajalu 

Bajra 

Baka 

Balabhogam 

Baliharanam 

Balipasuvu 

Bhagavatham • 

Bhajans 

Bhakthas 

Bhakthuralu 

Bhogams 

Bhogimantalu 

Bhuvanam 

Bommala K oluvu 

Bommalata 

Burrakathas 

Indigenous musical instru
ments 

Pearl-millet 

A type of musical instru
ment 

Offering of naivedyam in 
the earl y hours of the 
day 

Offeril'lg cooked rice mI
xed v\ ith blood 0 f the 
sacnficed animal 

Animal meant for sacrifice 
before the deity 

One of the puranas narrat
ing the stories of Lord 
Vishnu, particularly 
relating to the incarna
tion of Sri Krishna or 
Sri Kri~hna Avtar 

Singing in unISlon In 

parise of God 

Devotees 

Female devotee 

Rituals with pomp 

Flames from the fire pre
pared in the early hours 
on the day before San 
kranti festival 

Cooked rice 

Arranging lOyS and fancy 
good s, pictures, artificial 
fruits etc., in their natu
ral colours in a gallery 
with miniature parks in 
which small plants spr
out up in sand beds 
laid for the occasion 

Puppet show 

Folk-lore related to lome 
God or hero usually 
related to the accom
paniment of a special 
type of drum and a 
stringed instrument 



Chadivimpulu 

Chakra 

Chakkara pongali 

Chaldi annam u 

Chalimidi 

Chedu 

Chemhu 

ChQdi 

Dandakam 

Darbar 

Darbha 

Darga 

Darshan 

Dappu 

Dappulava du 

Deepam 

Deeparadhana • 

Deepothmmm • 

Devara thechchuta 

Devathas 

Devinavarathrulu 

Dhanusu 

Dhammi thappetlu 

Dhupam 

Gifls or presentations 

Quoit or disc 

A sweet preparation with 
rice, Bengalgram and 
jaggery 

Stale food 

A preparation of rice.flour 
with jaggery cooked into 
a paste 

A liquid preparati<)n with 
new tamarind, fre~h 
water, jaggery or sugar 
and fresh margosa flo
wers 

Can 

Finger-millet 

A compositIOn of speedy 
metre praising and 
invoking deities 

Court 

A kind of grass 

Place of religious impor
tance for Muslims gen
rally having a Tomb 

Audience 

Drum 

The man who plays on 
the dappu 

Light 

Lighting an oil-lamp 

Festival of burning oil 
lamps 

Inviting the dt'ity 

Celestial beings 
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Festival of nine nights of 
a deity, generally Dasara 

Bow 

Flat country drums 

Smoke evolved by burning 
pastils or incence 

Dhwajasthambham 

Dhyanam 

Dolu 

Duadu karralu 

Dwaparayugam 

Dwarapalakas . 

Ekaham 

Fateha 

Gada 

Gadde 

Gajampothu 

Gali_l!,opuram 

Gandadeepam 

Gandhothsavam. 

Garagl1lu 

Garbhagudi 

Garuda vohana. 

Ghatams 

Ghataradhana • 

Gobbillu 

Pillar in front of the tem
ple; flag staff 

Meditation or prayer 

M!1sical drum 

Hand-sticks 

The third JUf!,a which 
lasted for about 864,000 
years 

Ga teo keepers; sentine I s on 
eIther side aT th ~ ent
rance of a temple 

Singing bhajans Or other 
poems in praise of God 
continuously for 24 
hours i.e. one day and 
night 

OfTering of prayers by 
iVlmlims in the name of 
God or a sain t 

Mace 

A raised platform 

He~buffalo left 10 the 
name of village deities 
for bre<:ding purpose 

Tower in front of a temple 

Taking bUI ning wicks 
under a canopy; the 
wicks burning in front 
of the image of a deity 

Worship with sandalwood 
pilste 

Semi.cone shaped small 
blocks of cow-dung 

Sanctum sanctorum 

Eagle carrier 

Earthen vessels 

Worship of pots 

Cow- dung ball s kept on 
line drawings (mugguJu) 
over which turmeric 
powder, vermilion and 
flower petals are kept in 
the front.yards of houses 
during Sankranti festi
val 



Gojju 

Gapuram 

Gu(ram 

Grahallarn 

Gramadevalha . 
GUhll 

GUT/dam 

Gudigar 

Harathi 

Harikatha 

Homom 

Hundi 

ldd 

Inam 

ftlhasa 

laga,aua 

Jandh.yam 

Jl1tara 

Jeethagallu 

JoduTwmmuLu 

Juvvichettu 
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A fluid preparation with Jwalatharanothsavam 
new ta marind. frt'sh 
water,jaggery or sugar 
and fresh mdrgosa £10-
werS 

Tower 

Clan 

Solar or lunar eclipse 

Village deity 

cave 

Fire-pit 

Village rest house 

Flame of prosperity 

Leg-end of ('xpl0it of some 
God or hnl\ rela ted 
with singing nfclassical 
music and djnce 

Sacrificial fire 

A receptacle in a temple 
into which the dcvot,..eS 
l,cf'p coins or c>lsh rIC., 

as <l tnkl"l1 of lhelr v ,\V 

or respect 

Festival 

Gift 

:\ great authority on the 
rUeIigious ri t~~ of the 
Hll,dus 

Vigil lhrollgh out the 
night med itating on Gnd 

Sacred thread worn by 
Brclhmim, Vaisya s, 
Kshatriyas, etc. 

Fair having religious Im
portance 

Attached agricultural la. 
bourers 

Two horns 

Ficus tsiela 

Kalasam 

Koliyuga 

Kal)'onam 

Kal),arwmanlapam 

K ai)'cmamahothwvam 

Kalyana Vigrahams 

Kmwkam 

Kandagadd,j 

KaTlkaTiam 

Kavocharn 

Iii, ,akha ndanam 

Kolultims 

KOllda 

Koneru 

Kotha Jonna 

Kshetram 

Kudumulu 

Kumkum 

Kumkumarchana 

A special function where 
the deity is taken out in 
procession in temple 
thrice and later under a 
festoon mspended across 
the main entrance to the 
open space in front of 
the temple 

A veSSe I of Copper or brass 
into which water is 
poured dnd a coconut is 
placed at the top SUr
rounded by 5 hetel lea
veS with their tips up
wanb 

ruga is an ap-"e, especially 
a sub-diVision of the 
life of the Universe. 
There are fOllr such 
sub-divisions. The last 
and present one is called 
Kaliyut;a 

Marriage 

A pl'lt form where mar
riage is performed 

:Marriage function celebr
ated 01 a grand scale 

Marriage idols; idols or 
ima ges of deities to wh
ich token marriages are 
celebrated in temples 

Gold 

Elephant yam 

Sacred wristlet 

Armour; metal covering 

Removal of locks of hair 

A dance tf) the beat of 
short st icb held III 

hands 

Hill 

Pond 

New jowar 

A holy place; land 

Round balls of ricc- flour 
and jaggery (uncooked) 

Vermilion 

Worship with vermilion 
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Kumkumabharina A ca sket of kumkum 

Mahunaivedyarn Offning to a deity on a 
grand scale 

A1aha.rivaratri . A festival celebrated for 
Lord Siva It falls on 
1I1a/!,ha Bahula Chaturdasi 

Mahathyam Greatness 

Mangalasnanam Bath of deity in a I ivtr or 
I)I)nd; auspicious b;j 1h 

.i\1antapam or Mandapam • A small roell wiTh pillars 
and roof all of stant'; 
a !'.trllctllr~ for devotees 
to sit ullder in a tf'mple 

.lI1ant·am Incantation; Il\mn; sacrf'd 

Manyam 

jl,felam 

Mdia 

Mori 

Mridangam 

Muggu 

it1ukhamandapam 

Mu'kkoli Ekadas; 

Muthaidu.va 

Nagara 

Naivedyam 

Nakshatras 

Namaskarams 

Narnaz 

Nandi 

text or v(~rsc 

Inam 1. e. land gifted 
away 

Music 

D; y J;mrl; ekvatf'd pl:1ce 

D"rlinaQf; place '" h< re 
I1tc>ns Is LTf' washul In 

houst s 

A kind of mlJsical instru
ment 

Line drawings drawn on 
fl ')8r 

Entrance hall, front h,t11 
in a temple 

Hindu festivdl which falls 
01) II/fogharn 

\Voman in married Hatus 

Drum 

Offering in kind made to 
God 

Stars 

Salutations 

Prayer of Muslims 

Sacred bull, Bull-God In 

Siva Temples 

Nandi Devatha • 

Nandi uah1Wlm 

Nat)a IIfrmda/ i 

Navarathrulu . 

N,tyfl dh"pa. df(prr, 
nalVp(~yams . 

,Vi !_Y.ldeeparadhwi (l 

P alav(lli 

Puler{'1 

Panakam 

Pancha/(Jlta 

Pa'7changam 

P!lllchallga crnvnnom 

Parayana 

Pa,wprl 

Pa.suuula Pandllga 

Pattabhi j hekaT1l 

Pavalirnpu Sf'()a. 

Peddala Amavarya 

S<tcre-d bull; vehicle of 
lord Siva 

Vehicle or c3rrier In the 
shape of bull 

Dance troup 

Festival of ninf" nigbts, 
generally DaS<l) a 

D;lily wonhip wilh lamps, 
inLence ar.d off·riIlgs 

Sql1rll e or rt'ctangular 
1', ame of I ig ht woooen 
or split Damhoo pieces 
placed above It,e deity 

~e-r"ants 

];'!.'gt'rv solution tasteful'y 
spiced 

Alloy of 5 metals 

Almanac 

Listening to the Almanac 

Soaked grf'f'n -gram dal 
salted and 5pictd 

Pedestal of a Sivalingam 

Ch;jIlting the name of 
deity or recitation of 
epics 

Turmeric powtler 

C-PtlC' fesrivctl usually cel
eb~ated 0n the second 
!lay of Sankrallti 

Coronation 

An animal (he-goat or 
ram) that is specially 
reared for sacrificing to 
the deity 

A ritual observed by keep
ing the image of the 
deity on a bed or in a 
cradle 

New Moon day of Bhadra
pada on which date 
obla tions are offered to 
the departed ancestors 



P eddalalokaluputa 

Petfiu 

Peetham 

Perantalu 

Pindams 

Pitrus 

Ponnachettuseva. 

Prabha 

Prabhataseva • 

Pradakshina 

Pram ida 

Prasadam 

Prathivra thyam. 

Pujari 

Pulagam 

Puli Veshamu . 

To help the dead to join 
the ancestorS by per
forming certain cere
monies on Bhadrapada 
Amavasya 

Alams (in the form of a 
palm or standards) 
which are commonly 
made of copper and 
brass; symbol of Muslim 
martyrs who died in the 
Karbala war-they are 
named as1m 'lID Hussain, 
Imam Hassan, Fatima, 
etc. 

Seat 

A woman in marital 
status; also a woman 
who predeceased her 
husband and deified 

Rice balls presented at a 
sraddha (obsequies) to 
the departed ancestors 

Spirits of departed ance
stors 

The procession of the 
deity on a replica of 
Ponna tree 

A long vertically piOjecte-d 
stand conically shaped 
at the top covered with 
colourful cloth, papers 
and flowers (pl.prabhalu 
or prabhas) 

Going round the street in 
the early hours of the 
morning singing III 

praise of God 

Going round 

Clay or earthen lamp 

Eatables distributed after 
offering to a deity 

Chastity 

One who conducts worship 
in a temple 

Rice cooked with green. 
gram dal 

Disguise of a tiger 
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Puranakalakshepam 

Puranas 

Purnahuthl 

Purohit 

Pushkaram 

Pusthis 

Rachchabanda . 

Ragi 

Rakshasas 

Rangavalli 

Ratham 

Rathothsavam 

Ravichettu 

Regu 

Rudrabhis hekam 

Sadasyam 

Sadhus 

Sahasranamarchana • 

Sarna 

Samadhi 

Sametha 

Sanku or Sankhu 

Pastime of listening to 
Puranas 

Epics 

A ritual during a festival 

Priest for the community 
or a village 

A festival held once In 

12 years bv turn at 
certain sacred rivers 

Marriage lockets 

An eleva ted place or plat
form in the centre of 
villages under the shade 
of a hig tree for the 
villagers to meet and 
talk over rna tters 

Finger millet 

Demons; evil minded be
ings similar to Asuras, 
enemies of the Surar or 
Gods 

Decorations or line draw
ings on floor i. e. 
muggu 

Chariot; the temple car 

The procession of a deity 
in a chariot; car festi
val 

Ficus reI igiosa 

Zizyphus Jujuba (a tree) 

Abhishekam to Lord Siva 

Ceremonial gathering be
fore the dei ty 

Saints 

Worshipping the deity by 
chanting thousand 
names 

Little millet 

Tomb· 

Along with 

Conch 



Sannayi 

Santhakaram 

Santhi defpam 

Santhi 

Sarovaram 

Sasanas 

Satakam 

Sathakampattu 

Sathi 

Seva 

Shakthi or Sakthi 

Stambham 

Sthalapurana 

Sthupam 

Sunkam 

Suprabhatham 

Surimanu or Sirimanu 

Swayamvaram . 

Tambulam 

Tarpana 

Theertham 

A type of musical instru
ment; pipe 

Personification of peace 

Light of peace 

Peace 

Lake 

Inscriptions 

Book of 100 poems 

A temporary abode of the 
deity in the village 

Act of a woman burning 
herself on the funer31 
pyre of her h Ilsband 

Worship 

Frmale deity in an awe
inspiring form 

Pillar 

Local history of the place 

Pillar 

Tax 

Early morning worship 

A long wooden post slant
ly erected on a cart 

Voluntary choosing of a 
husband by a princess 

1he whole apparatus of 
betel leaves, areca nut, 
chunam and spicery 
in the manner the 
Indians take it; gener
ally betel leaves and 
areca nuts 

Offering at annual cere
many. Generally speak
ing tarpanam cannot be 
offered by a woman, by 
a man who se paren IS are 
alive or by a Brahmin 
not invested with the 
sacred thread 

Sacred water; celebration 
of festival 
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Thifhi 

Thudum'J 

Tirunala 

Trisulam 

Tulasikota 

Ugadi pachchadi 

Undrallu 

Urs 

Utharavahini 

Uthwvam 

Utlu 

Vadapappu 

Vadas 

Vahanam 

Vaikuntam 

Valakam 

Vanam 

Vanasantharpana 

Lunar day of Telugu 
calendar 

A musical instrument 
made of skin 

Fair having religious 
importance 

Trident 

A structure erected for 
the holy basil (ocymum 
sanctum) 

A fluid preparation with 
new tamarind, fresh 
water, jaggery or sugar 
and fresh margosa 
flowers 

A preparation of steamed 
round balls of rice flour 
and jaggery 

Muslim festival celebra~ 
ted in memory of a 
great man 

A river flowing to the 
North 

Procession 

A pot with milk, curds 
etc., dragged up and 
down over a horizontal 
bar supported by a ver
tically fixed wooden 
pillar (pI. of utti) 

Soaked green-gram dal 

A savoury prepared from 
Bengal-gram or green 
or black gram flour 

Carrier 

The abode of Lord 
Vishnu 

Imitating and pointing 
out the defects in the 
villagers 

Garden 

Taking meals in a garden 
or under the shade of 
trees 



Varaham 

Vardhanthi 

Varshikothsavam 

Varrmadeva 

Vasantham 

Vayanam 

Veedhi Bhagauatham 

Boar 

Death anniversary 

A'1niversary 

God of Rain 

Coloured water 

Offerings kept in a 
WInnow 

Dance-drama in an Gpell 
air theatre 
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Vibhuthi 

Vighnam 

Viswaroopadarsana 

Yajna 

Yatra 

Purified or sacrecl ash 

Obstacle 

Showing of the original 
form d Sri Mahavish
nu, in his all pervading, 
all inclusive form 

Sacrifice 

Pilgrimage 
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Name of the village Taluk or Page Name of the village Taluk or Page 

or town Sub-Taluk No. or town Sub-Taluk No. 

(1 ) (2) (3) (1) (2) (3) 

Addam Anakapalle 31 Chettupalle Narasapatnam 81 

Aganampudi Anakapalle 26 Cbikkudubuddi Cbintapal1e 98 

Agency Lakshmipuram Narasapatnam 77 China bhairavabhupathi Narasapatoam 83 

Akkivaram Bheemunipatnam 186 Agraharam 

Alamanda Chodavaram 125 China Boddipalle . Na rasapatnam 85 

Alugolu Vizianagaram 171 China Gangavaram Chodavaram 116 

Ammagari Dharakonda , Chintapa lie 91 Chinna Gadila Visakhapatnam 7 

Amruthapuram Anakapalle 21 Chinna Gantyada . Visakhap~tnam 9 

Anakapalle Anakapalle 28 Chinnapuram Bheemunipatnam 174 

Anandapuram Vizianagaram 169 Chintada Srungavarapukota 138 

An[lavaram Bheemunipatoam 183 Chintalapalem Anakapalle 33 

Anthada Chintapalle 94 Cbintalapalem Srungavarapukota 143 

Antharla Chintapalle 102 Chintalapudi Chintapalle 93 

Appikonda Visakhapatnam 9 Chintalavalasa Bheemllnipatnam 175 

Arakll Group Paderu 109 Chintapallipeta Viz ianagaram 167 

Araku Valley GrQup Paderu 111 Chitralagoppu Chintapalle 99 

Arle Cbodavaram 128 Chitteyyapalem Cbodavaram 121 

Asakapalle Anakapalle 19 Chodapalle Yellamancbili 46 

Atmaramuni Agraharam Vizianagaram 171 Chodavaram Cbodavalam 122 
Chodavaram Vizianagaram 167 

Bailapudi Chodavaram 117 
Dabhanda Ballanki Srungavarilpukota 141 Bbeemunipatnam 181 

Bangarammapalem Anakapalle 19 Dakamarri Bheemunipatnam 176 

Bangarupalem ChintapaHe 94 Dalepeta h/o Paidipala Narasapatnam 87 

Bangarurajupeta Bhee-munipatnam 184 Daligl.Jmma Paderu 106 

Bantrottuputtu Paderu 104 DannanaI-,eta Vizianagar am 171 

Bapiraju Kothapalle Narasapatnam 85 Darlapudi Ye llamanehili 67 

Bapiraju Tallavalasa Bbeemunipatnam 176 Desapatrunipalem. AnakapaUe 27 

Rayyavaram Yellamanehili 62 Devarapalle Chintapalle 97 

Bayyavaram Narasapatnam 86 Devarapalle Chodavaram 114 

Bhatlova Chodavaram 119 Dharapalem Yellamancbili 42 

Bheemunipatnam Bheemunipa toam 174 h /0 Pancbildarla 

Bheemandorapalem Hheemunipatnam 180 Dharmapuri Viz ianaga ram 162 
Bheema v aram Chintapalle 95 Dharmavaram Srungavarapukota 135 
Bhogapuram Bheemunipatnam 187 Dokuluru Group Paderu 105 
Bhudevipeta Vizianagaram ]47 Donkada Anakapalle 26 
Boddam Srungavarapukota 139 Dosalapadu Agraharam Yellarnaneh iii 68 
Bonangi Srungavarapukota 135 Duddupalem Anakapalle 22 
Borra Srungavarapukota 131 Duggada Narasapatnam 81 
Bowda Chintapalle 98 Dumbriguda Paderu 110 
Budathanapallerajeru Vizianagaram 149 Duppitburu Yellamanchili 46 
Buddivalasa Agraharam Bheern unipatnarn 173 Duvvada Anakapalle 26 
Buradapeta Vizianagaram 163 
BUfugubayalu Chiotapalle 100 Edullammalova Yellamanchili 
Butchayyapeta Chodavaram 

58 
121 Erravaram YallamanchiUi 39 

Erukunayudupalem Anakapalle 22 
Etikoppaka Yellamanchili 63 

Cbamalavalasa Vizianagaram 149 
Agraharam F akeertikya Visakbapatnam 

Cheedika Yellamancbili 67 
8 

Cheemalapalle Visakhapatnam 2 
ChC'emalapalle Y eHama nch ili 47 
Cheemalapadu alias Narasapatnam 79 Gajularega V izianagaram 162 

Kalyanapulova Gajuvaka Visakhapatnam 11 
Cheepurupalle East Anakapalle ?8 Gambhiram Bheemunipatnam 182 
CheepurupaUe West Anakapalle 37 Gamparai Paderu 104 
Chelakaveedhi Chimapalle 97 Ganaparthi Anakapalle 33 
Chelavuru Vizianagaram 15t) Ganarlapalem Cbintapalle 95 
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Name of the village Taluk or Page Name of the village Taluk or Page 

or town Sub-Taluk No. or town Sub-Taluk No, 

(I) (2) (3) (1) (2) (3) 

Gandha Paderu III Kalavacherla Vizianllgaram 169 
Candhav,lI am Bbeemunipatnam 178 Kamparegulu Cbintapalle 95 
Gangllbudi Srullgavarapukot a 141 Kanamam Bheemun ipa tnam 181 
Gantlam Bheemunipatnam 184 Kandivalasa Bheem un ipa In am 189 
Gdntyada Vizianagaram 156 Kandrum Group Paderu 110 
Gano'guIu Chintapalle 95 Kanimeraka V izian agaram 149 
Garikavalasa Vizianagaram 168 Karaka Chodavaram 121 
Garislllgi Chodavaram 115 Karaka vaJasa Vizianagaram 158 
Garinikam Chodavaram 119 Kanivanipalem YeHa.manchili. 61 
Giduthuru Narasapatnam 89 Kasimkota Anakapalle 34 
Ginjeru Vizianilgaram 152 Kasipuram Chodavaram 114 
Golugonda Narasapatnam 78 Katragedda Chintapalle 96 
Gondipakalu Chintapalle 99 Kenguva Agraharam Vizianagaram 165 
Gopala;mtnam Visakhapatnam Kimudupalle Paderll 105 
Gopalapatnam Yellamanchili 69 Kintada Chodavaram 127 
Goppuveedhi alias. Chintapalle 99 Kinatadakotapadu Chodavaram 127 

Korrabayalu 
Koduru Narasapatnam 90 

Corinta Bhremunipatnam 180 Kokkirapalle Yellamanchili 54 
G05hada Vizianagatam 169 

Kolavanipalem Bheemonipatnam 180 
Gotivada Anakapalle 20 

Kommalavada Chinta palle 96 
Gotivada Narasapatnam 92 Ko llad a Bheemunipatnam 188 
Gotiyada Vizianagaram 154 Kondakarla Yellamanchili 47 
Gudem Vizianagaram 145 Kondakindam Vizianagaram 151 
Gudem Vizianagaram 167 KanJala Agraharam Narasapatnam 86 
Cudem Kothaveedhi Chintapalle 97 Kondapalcm Agraharam . Choda\'aram 120 
Gudilova Bheemunipatnam 182 Kondasanlha Chintapalle 100 
Gudivada Yellamanchili 64 Konda Tamarapalle Vizianagaram 152 
Gudivada Bhcemunipatnam ]83 Konda'ldagada V hianag"<l.tam 163 
Gullipadu Yellamanchili 68 Kondiba Srungavarapukota 131 
Gumadam Vizianagaram 145 Kosanavanipalem Bheemunipatnam 183 
Cumm alagond i Ch intapalle 98 Kotagandredu ViZlanagaram 169 
Gummalapalem Chintapalle 95 Kotarubilli Vizianagaram 156 
GUUlpuru Bheernunipatnam 185 Kotauratla Narasapatnam 91 
Guokahlm Vizianagaram 150 KOlhabaggam Vlzianagaram 146 
Guntase~ma (;roup Paderu lOS Kothakola ~arasapatnam 80 
GurJ'lthammirajupeta Vizianagaram 146 

Kottapalem Vizianagaram 145 
Gurla Vizianagaram 170 

Kothapalle near Gogada Chodavaram 116 
Kothavalasa . S runga varapuko la 142 
Kotha valasa Vizianagaram 151 

Haripalem Yellamanchili 39 Kothuru YeliamanchHi 42 
Hukumpeta Paderu 110 Kotnabilli Chodavaram 118 

Kottavelagada Vizianagaram 152 
Krishna Bhupalapuram Chodavaram 118 

Iduhlpakabonangi. Anakapalle 27 Krishnacevipeta Narasapatnam 77 
IrllVadd AnakaFalle 21 Krishnapuram Yellamanchili 56 
Iruvada Yellamanchili 48 Kudimisaru Chintapalle 100 

Kummarapalle Yellamanchili 58 

Kundram Anakapalle 23 

Jagal nadhapuram 40 Kurmannapalem Visakhapatnam 8 
Yellamanch ili 

Kllsuluvada Bheem un ipa tnam 179 
Jagall~adhapuram. Vizianagaram 158 

Vizianagaram 157 Jagaram Srungavarapukota 138 Lakidam 
Lakshmipuram hia Bheemunipatnam 179 Jaggampeta Narasapatnam 79 

J aggapurarn Vizianagaranl 155 Majji valasa 

J agga raj upeta Visakhapatnam 8 Lammasingi Chintapalle 100 

J aj ulapalem Chintapalle 99 I amthampadu Paderu ]07 

Jami Srungavarapllkota 138 Lingampeta':h/o Narasapatnam 78 
J arnmivalasa Srungavarapllkota 136 KothamaUampela 
JampapaJem Yellamanchili 41 Lingapura Agraharam Narasapatnam 85 
Janga!apaUe Agraharam. N!lrasapatnanl 91 Linga raj upalem Yellamanchili 60 
Jilln,m Agraharam Viz ianagaram 166 Logisa Agraharam. Vizianl'lgaram 165 
Jonnada B heemunipatnam 175 Lothugedda Chintapalle 101 
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Maddi Bhcemunipatnam 178 Parasam Vizianagar'l.m 164 

Madugula Cbodavaram 117 Pathabaggam \lizianagaram :47 

Maduthuru Yellamanchili 48 Patha Kovvada Bheemut, ipatna m l79 

Mabvarapalem Narasapatnam 87 b 0 Kovvad::: 

Malicherla Bheemunipatnam 175 Pdthavalasa Chodavaram 130 

Malliveedu Sru nga vara pukota 140 Pativada Bheemun ipatnam 189 

Mallunaidupalem Anakapalle 11} Paturu Srunga varapukol a 140 

hiD Gullipalle 
Favada Srungllvarapuko[a 139 

Mamidipalem Anakapalle 21 l'ayakaraopeta Yellam;lnebili 71 

Mangalipalem Srungavarapukola I'll Ped"barada . , ChintapaJle 100 

1\1angavaram Yellamanchili 71 
Pedanandipalle Chodavaram !2S 

Marepalle Chodavaram 114 
Pedapudi Agraharam Cbodavaram 119 

Marrivalasa Chodavaram 130 Peda R ama bhadrapuram . Yellamanehili 72 

Marupa.lle Vizianagaram 147 Pedatadivada Bheemunipatnam 185 

Maruturu Ydlamanchili 50 Pedatarimi Vizianagaram 172 

Ma~ahebupeta Ydlamanchili 74 Peda U ppalam Yellamanchili 59 

]'vI atchagund am Paderu 103 Peddagan tyada Visakhapatnam II 

Medacherla Chodavaram 127 Peddamajjipalem Vizianagaram 151 

M~hlpaka Yellamanchili 41 Peddam ushidivada. Anakapalle 25 

Mentada Vizianagaram 146 Pen.sam Viz;anagaram 154 

Mindi Visakhapa tnam 8 Pentakota Ydl"manchili 73 

l'vIinimulufu Group Paderu 106 Pen tasrirampuram. Vizianagaram 153 

mot~rupalem Yellamanchili 50 Fenubarthi Vizianagaram 167 

llilukundapuram Srungavarapukota 139 Perapuram Bheemuoipatnam 188 

Mulagada Visakhapatnam 7 Pinatadivada Bbeemunipatnam 186 

Mulajampa Yellamanchili 42 Pindrangi Chodavaram 129 

Mulakalagumadam Vizianagaram 148 Poeh inapedd i Narasapatnam 89 

Agraharam Agraharam 

lviunagapaka Anakapalle 35 Polipalle Bheemunipatnam 184 
Potanavalasa Chodavaram 129 
Pothavaram Chintapalle 93 

Nadupuru VisClkhapatnam 
Pudimadaka Ye llamanchili 49 

9 Pulap'lfthi 
Nadupuru Viz iolnaga ram 

Yellamanchili 62 
165 

Nagavaram Anakapalle 37 
Nagayyapeta Chodavaram 113 
Nagulapalle Anakapalle 28 Rachakindam Vizianagaram 149 

Nakkapalle Yellamanchili 66 Rachapalle Narasapatnam 88 

Namavaram Yellamanchili 69 Rajakoduru Yellamanchili 45 

Nandam Vizianalaram 155 Rajala Y ellamanchll i 52 

Narasingabiili Anakapalle 31 Rajavaram Yellamanchili 74 

Narava Vizianagaram 156 Rajayyapeta Visakhapatnam 1 

Nara!apatnam Naralapatnam 82 Rajupeta Chintapalle 96 

Narsapuram Bheemunipalnam 173 Rajupeta Agraharam Anakapalle 37 

Agrahalam Ramabhadrapuram Vizianagaram 153 

Nathavaram Narasapatnam 83 Ramannaoalem Narasapatnam 89 

Neelavati Vizianagaram 154 Agraha~am 

Nelivada Vizianagaram 163 
Ramannapeta Agraharam Vizianagaram 166 

Nellimukku Visa khapa tnam 10 
Ramarajupalem Cbintapalle 96 

NeJlipudi Yellamanchili 69 Ramatbirthalu Vizianllgaram 172 

Nimmalapalem Chintapalle 93 Ramavaram V izianagaram 157 
Ramavaram Bheemunipatnam 181 
Rambilli Yellamanchili 51 

Paderu Group Pader'l 103 
Rangapuram Srungavarapukota 140 

Padmanabham Bheemunipatnam 177 
Rangupuram Agraharam. Vizianagaram 166 

Paidampeta Chodavaram 126 
Ravanapalle Chinmpalle 93 

Palavalasa Vizianagaram 168 
Ravimanupakalu Chintapalle 94 

Pallapu Anandapuram Anakapalle 34 
Ravipalem~graharam Anakapalle 38 

Palliga ndred u Viziangaram 168 
Rayavaram Yellamanchili 61 

Pamuillvaka 
Rebaka Y el1amanchi I i 

Nara~apat nam 84 
67 

Panduru Nara~apatnam 91 
Rega Srungavarapukota .141 

Papay.,alantllpalem Anakapalle 22 
Regupalem Yellamanehili 56 
Relligavirammapeta Srungavarapukota 140 
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Rollavaka Viz ianaga ram 16J Thallapalem AnakapaUe 32 
Rolugunta Narasapatnam 79 Thallavalasa Bheemunipatnam 182 

Timmarajupeta Anakapalle 36 
Thummapala Anakapalle 24 

~abbavaram Anakapalle 20 Tummikapalle Agrabaram Vizianagaram 166 

Sampangiputtu ChinlapAlle 101 Tunivalasa Agraharam Bheemunipatnam 173 
Sankada Chintapalle 102 Tlltipala Narasapatnam 80 
Sankada Kothuru. Chintapallc 102 Tsakivalasa Bheemunipatnam 187 
Sankaram Anakapalle 24 Tsollangipeta Bheemunipatnam 186 
Santapalem Srungavarapukota 143 Tsuchikonda Anakapalle 33 
Saripalle Visakhapatnam 1 
Saripalle Vizianagaram 170 
Sarvasiddhi Yellamanchili 59 Upmaka Agraharam Yellamanchili 64 Sasar apalle Srungavaral'ukota 136 Upparapalle Yellamanch iIi 60 Sativada Vizianagaram 17I 

Uppavaram Yellamanchili 39 Satyavaram Yellam,mchm 73 
Savaravilli Bbeemunipatnam 187 
feetbagunta Paderu 104 
Settipalle Na rasa pa tnam 88 Vaddadi Chodavaram 120 
Siddeswaram Visakhapatnam 10 Vadlapudi Visakhapatnam 9 
Simhachalam Visakhapatnarn 2 Vadrar: al1e Anakapalle 36 
Singamdorapalem Chudavaram 128 Vakapalle Chodavaram 124 
Sil'gavaram Anakapalle 31 ValJampudi Srungavarapukota 141 
Singavaram Chodavaram 117 Vasadi Vizianagaram 153 
Sitapalem Yellarnanchili 50 Vasanta Srunga varapukota 135 
Sithampe1a Cbodavaram 113 Vechalam Chodavaram 126 
S;tharampuram Vizianagaram 164 Veduruvada Yellamanchili 46 
Somidevapalli Yellamanchili 63 Veeravilli Agrahararn Chodavaram 120 

hio Penugollu Velchuru Yellamanchili 51 
Sovva Group of villages. Paderu 106 Vellank.i Peddipalem Bheemunipatnam 182 
Sreeramapuram Yellamanchi)i 74 Vemagiri Yellamancbili 57 
Srungavarapukola Srungavarapukota 136 Vemulapudi Nara.apatnarn 84 
Sujanakota Paderu 104 Vt"mula valasa Bhet'munipatnam 182 
Sundarayyapeta Anakapalle 32 Vendram Vizianaga ram 150 

Sureddiralem . Cbodavaram J 28 Venkatapuram hlo Narasapatnam 85 
Kodavatipudi 

Venkatapuram Vizianagaram 148 

Tagaram~udi AnakapalJe 
Venkatarajupuram Cbodavaram 115 

23 Vepagunta Visakhapatnam 2 
Tamaram Narasapatnam 89 Visakhapatnam Visa khapatnam 12 
Tammingulu Chintapalle 101 

Vizianagaram Vizianag aram 159 
Tanam Anakapalle ),7 

Tanavaram Srungavarapukota 137 
Tantadi Yellamanchili 49 
Taruva Agraharam Chodavaram 124 Yellamanchili Yellamanchili 52 
Tenugupudi Chodavaram 115 Yendada Visakhapatnam 7 






