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Apart from laying the foundations of 
demography in this subcontinent, a hundred 
years of the Indian Census has also pro
duced 'elaborate and scholarly accounts of 
the variegated phenomena- of Indian life
sometimes with no statistics attached, but 
usuaUy with just enough statistics to give 
empirical underpinning to their conclu
sions.' In a country, largely illiterate, where 
statistical or numerical comprehension 
of even such a simple thing as age was 

'liable, to be inaccurate, an understanding 
of the social structure was essential. It was 
more necessary to attain a broad under
standing of what was happening around 
oneself than to wrap oneself up in 'statis
tical ingenuity' or'mathematical manipula
tion'. This explains why the Indian Census 
came to be interested in 'many by-paths' 
and 'nearly every branch of scholarship, 
from anthropology and sociology to 
geography and religion.' 

In the last few decades the Census has 
mcreasingly turned its efforts to the presen
tation of village statistics. This suits the 
temper of the times as well as our political 
and economic structure. For even as we 
have a great deal of centralization on the 
one hand and decentralization on the 
other, my colleagues thought it would be 
a welcome continuation of the Census 
tradition to try to invest the dry bones 
of village statistics with flesh-and-blvod 
accounts of social structure and social 
~hange. It was accordingly decided to 
select a few villages' in every State for 
special study, where personal observation 
would be brought to bear on the interpre
tation of statistics to find out how much 
of a village was static and yet changing 
a;nd how fast the winds of change wae 

'blowing and from where. 
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Randomness of selection was, therefore, 
eschewed. There was no intention to 
build up a picture for the whole State in 
quantitative terms on the basis of villages 
selected statistically at random. The selec
tion was avowedly purposive: the object 
being as much to find out what was happen
ing and how fast to those villages which 
had fewer reasons to choose change and 
more to remain lodged in the past as to 
discover how the more 'normal' types of 
vi1lages were changing. They were to be 
primarily type studies which, by virtue Qf 
their number and di"tribution, would also 
give the reader a 'feel' of what was going 
on and some kind of a map of the country. 

A brief account of the tests of selec
tion will help to explain. A minimum of 
thirty-five villages was to be chosen with 
great care to represent adequately geogra
phical, occupational and even ethnic 
diversity. Of this minimum of thirty-five, 
the distribution was to be as follows: 

(a) At least eight villages were to be so 
selected that each of them would contain 
one dominant community with one predo
minating occupation, e.g., fishermen, forest 
workers, jhum cuI tivators, potters, weavers, 
salt-makers, quarry workers, etc. A 
village should have a minimum population 
of 400, the optimum being between 500 
and 700. 

(b) At least seven villages were to be of 
numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes 
of the State. Each Yillage could represent 
a particular tribe. The minimum popula
tion should be 400, the optimum being 
between 500 and 700. 

(c) The third group of villages should 



each be of fair size, of an old and settled 
character and contain variegated occupa~ 
tions and be, if possible, multi-ethnic in 
composition. By fair size was meant a 
population of 500-700 persons or more. 
The village should mainly depend on agri~ 
culture and be sufficiently away from the 
major sources of modern communication 
such as the district administrative head~ 
quarters and business centres. It should 
be roughly a day's journey from the above 
places. The villages were to be selected 
with an eye to variation in terms of size, 
proximity to city and other means of 
modern communication, nearness to hills, 
jungles and major rivers. Thus there was 
to be a regional distribution throughout the 
State of this category of villages. If how
ever a particular district contained 
significant ecological variations within its 
area, more than one village in the district 
might be selected to study the special 
adjustments to them. 

It is a unique feature of these village 
surveys that they rapidly outgrew their 
original terms of reference, as my colleagues 
warmed up to their work. This proved for 
them an absorbing voyage of discovery and 
their infectious enthusiasm compelled me 
to enlarge the inquiry's scope again and 
again. It was just as well cautiously ~ feel 
one's way about at first and then 
venture further afield, and although it 
accounts to some extent for a certain un
evenness in the quality and coverage of the 
monographs, it served to compensate the 
purely honorary and extra-mural rigours of 
the task. For, the Survey, along with its 
many ancillaries like the survey of fairs and 
festivals, of small and rural industry and 
others, was an 'extra',. over and above the 
crushing load of the 1961 Census. 

It might be of interest to recount briefly 
the stages by which the Survey enlarged its 
scope. At the first Census Conference in 
September, 1959, the Survey set itself the 
task of what might be called a record ill 
SITU of material traits, like settlement patte
rns of the village ; house types ; diet ; dress, 
ornaments and footwear; furniture 

and storing vessels; common means of trans
port of goods and passengers; domestica
tion of animals and birds; markets atten~ 
ded ; worship of deities ; festivals and fairs. 
There were to be recordings, of course, of 
cultural and social traits and occupational 
mobility. This was followed up in March, 
1960, by two specimen schedules, one for 
each household, the other for the village as 
a whole, which apart from spelling out 
the mode of inquiry suggested in tbe 
September, 1959 conference, introduced 
groups of questions aimed at sensing 
changes in attitude and behaviou~ in su.ch. 
fields as marriage, inheritance, mova "hIe 
and immovable property, industry, indebt
edness, education, community life· and 
collective activity, social disabilities, forums. 
of appeal over disputes, village leadership, 
and organisation of cultural life. It was 
now plainly the intention to provide 
adequate statistical support to empirical 
'feel' , to approach qualitative change 
through statistical quantities. It had been 
difficult to give thought to the importance 
of 'just enough statistics to give empirical 
underpinning to conclusion', at a time when 
my colleagues were straining themselves to 
the utmo~t for the success of the main 
Census operations, but once the census 
count itself was left behind in March, 1961, 
a series of three regional seminars in Trivan
drum (May 1961), Darjeeling and 
Srinagar (June 1961) restored their attention 
to this field and the importance of tracing 
social change through a number of well
devised statistical tables was once again 
recognised. This itself presupposed a fresh 
survey of villages already done; but it 
was worth the trouble in view of the 
possibilities that a close analysis of 
statistics offered, and also because the 
'consanguinity' schedule remained to be 
canvassed. By November, 1961, however, 
more was expected of these surveys tban 
ever before. Ther~ was dissatisfaction on 
the one hand with too many general state
ments and a growing desire on the other 
to draw conclusions from statistics, to 
regard social and economic data as inter
related processes, and finally to examine 
the social and economic processes set in 
motion through land reforms and other 



laws, legislative and administrative 
measures, technological and cultural 
change. F~nally, a study camp was 
organised III the last week of December, 
1961 when the whole field was carefully 
gone'through over again and a programme 
worked out closely knitting the various aims 
of the Survey together. The Social Studies 
Section of the Census Commission rendered 
assistance to State Superintendents by 
way of scrutiny and technical comment on 
the frame of Survey and presentation of 
results. 

The gradual unfolding of the aims of 
the Survey prevented my colleagues from 
adopting as many villages as they had 
originally intended to. But I believe that 
what may have been lost in quantity has 
been more than made up for in quality. 

iii 

This is, perhaps for the first time that such 
a Survey has been conducted in any 
country, and that purely as a labour of 
!ove. It has su~ceeded in attaining what 
It set out to achIeve; to construct a map 
of village India's social structure. One 
hopes that the volumes of this Survey will 
help to retain for the Indian Census its title 
to 'the most fruitful single source of 
information about the Country'. Apart from 
other features, it will perhaps be conceded 
that the Survey has set up a new Census 
standard in pictorial and graphic documen
tation. The schedules finally adopted 
for this monograph have been printed in an 
appendix. 

New Delhi, 
July 30, 1964 

Asok Mitra 
Registrar General, 

India. 





PREFACE 

One of India's Prime Ministers once remarked that the Indian villages 
have been left to themselves too long and that it is time to go back to them. He 
later on tried to keep his word by making a.n unscheduled halt in a village on the 
road side and remained at home with a village family for some time. 

The word 'census' conveys a general notion that it is confin.ed to a mere 
counting of heads only. It used to be so for a few censuses of India, but since 
the last century it has undergone some modifications and has assumed a new 
interpretation. In 1961, the Census no longer confines itself to a mere recording 
of figures but diverts itself into a number of ancillary studies concerning the life 
and environment of the persons enumerated. One of such studies is the Socio
economic Surveyor Village Survey which is intended to serve as a 'kalejdoscope' 
of the Indian village life. In other words, it takes one back to the village. 
Among the tests of selection of villages for the survey are the ~orditions 
that a set of them would contain one dominant community with one predominat
ing occupation, e.g. fishermen, forest workers, jhum cultivators, porters, weavers, 
etc. while a certain. number were to be of numerically predominant Scheduled 
Tribes/Scheduled Castes of the State and each village can represent a particular 
caste or tribe. The village Nasatra was selected as it is inhabited by the 
Namasudras which form a Scheduled Caste in Assam, and is also a fishermen's 
village. It is situated only about a mile and a half from Barpeta which is a 
Subdivisional Headquarters. The report will show how far the population and 
the fishing tradition of the village haveundergono changes due to the onslaught 
of town life and economy. 

Assam is known for its seasonal and violent floods. A river is not only 
a source of danger but also a source of profit. This is true in the case of many 
towns and villages in the Brahmaputra Valley as elsewhere. This report shows 
that the river Nakhanda which cuts the village .practically into two parts is not 
only a constant source of danger to the villagers and their economy, but provides 
them also fishing grounds for earning their livelihood. 

The people of Assam are known for their fajth and devotion to religion. 
The Basudeva Dev::tlaya which is a temple oflong standing and status, established 
during the reign of Raja Shiva Singha approximately in the year 1639 in the 
northern part of the village, is a centre of great attraction to the devotees. 

The village was surveyed in the month of December 1962, by the late 
Tapan Chandra Baruah, Investigator, accompanied by Shri Nripendra Kumar 
Seal, Supervisor, and Shri S. K. Dutta, Photographer. 

Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, Officer on Special Duty. Registrar General's 
Office New Delhi, also visited it in that year and later gave valuable comments 
and s~ggestions how the draft is to be improved. 

The monograph was drafted by the late T. C. Baruah and later by Shri 
F. B. Lyngdoh, ACS, Deputy Superintendent of Census Operations, Assam, 
assisted by the Social Studies Section, of my offiee.· 

E. H. Pakyntein 
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A close vie·vl.' of the village 

A view of the hamlet Namasudrapara from the 
northern bank of ~-the river · Nakhanda 
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A menacing view of the Nakhanda river 

T h e old cour se of the Nakhanda river 



CHAPTER I 

THE VILLAGE 

Introductory 

Nasatra is a medium-sized ,village,' 
situated about two miles' away from Bar-:
peta town, the headquarters of the Barpeta' 
subdivision in the Kamrup District. The 
river Nakhanda flowing through the village 
as a matter of fact divides it practically 
into two parts. Almost every year the 
village becomes the first victim of the river 
which continually erodes its southern bank 
causing great distress and damage to the 
poor people who have to shift from their 
original places of settlement. Erosion 
continues throughout the year and during 
the survey it was observed that a few house-

. holds were in danger of being washed 
away. However the river is not an unmixed 
evi1. Though it is causing great distress 
and damage to the life and property of the 
poor villagers, it is also an important 
source of their livelihood as it provides 
fishing facilities for them. .. . . 

Location of and communications 
to the yillage 

Latitude 260 18 1 N and longitude 900 21 E 
indicate the position of' Nasatra on. the 
map. On land, it is situated east of Bar~ 
peta town, the centre of administration, 
commerce and industry. A metalled road 
running up to Medini Ghat via Ganak 
Kuehl passes near the village. A katcha 
narrow road from the village meets this 

1 

P. W. D. road at Ganak Kuchigaon. A 
regular marboat service connects both the 
ban~s of the river. This ferry service how
ever is busy mainly for the crossing of 
oo~merciaJ commodities, goods and ani
mals and less so for the people. The people 
of the village Nasatra and Patbaushi and 
those from the vicinity of the area use 
their own river ghat where a country boat 
plies. This boat is run by a lessee who 
purchases the ghat as the highest bidder in 
an annual auction held by the Satradhikar 
(chief) of the Basudev Devalaya (temple). 

Physical aspects of the village 

The topography of the area is one of 
ups and downs, the undulating surface 
being due to the great earthquake of 1897. 
It . was reported that during this great 
eaithquake the course of the river Chaul
khowa changed near the village. For that 
reason the river· Chaulkhowa was re
named as 'Nakhanda' which means 'newly 
dug. course.' The old course of the river 
is still conspicuous and water-logged areas 
are noticed here and there. The two tribu
taries- meet in a conjunction and take the 
name . . of ' . 'Chaulkhowa nadi' which 
flows through' Sundaridia, Barpeta town, 
and then through Nasatra village. Behind 
the Basudeva Devalaya which stands in a 
higher area, up the river bank, there is 
a large area of alluvial deposit of the river 
which is used mainly for grazing purposes, 
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though the main grazing field of the area 
is at Patbaushi Some of the cultivable 
areas have been utilised for cultivation of 
winter crops. The cultivation of summer 
'crops is not attempted here as it is found 
that all the energy spent is invl!riably 
washed away by the flood waters of the 
river Nakhanda when in spate. 

Climate 

The climate is more or less temperate. 
The temperature rises sharply during the 
months of March and April, is at the 
maximum during July-August and falls 
to the minimum during December and 
January. The average temperature varies 
approximately from 53°P or 11.6°C to 
90°F or 32.2°C. the annual rainfall in 
the area is approximately 100" or 
250 cms. 

Flora and fauna 

The area is not rich in flora.: Here.· and 
there the groves and bushes ·especially· of 

. cane and 'Tara' are notable. Among the big 

trees banyan, madar (calatropis), mango 
(manifora indica), jackfcWt, etc. are found 
in and around the Basudeva Devalaya. The 
area of the village on the northern bank of 
the river is comparatively free from shrubs 
and only big trees are found growing here 
and there. 

There are no ferocious animals in the 
area. Those that are commonly found 
include jackals (canis aureous), foxes (vul
pas bengallensis), field rats (onus budaya), 
dark brown squirrels (scirrus indicus), etc. 
In the vicinity of the village there are many 
beels· and swamps which attract hunt~rs 
for small games like wild ducks and birds. 
During wip.ter, deer also come down to the 
beels, and during such time the hunters 
have a busy time searching for game. 

Size aDd number of households 

Nasatra comprises 79 households with 
a total population of 552 of whom 
284 are males and 268 females. The follow
ing· table shows the area, houses and po
pulation .-

Table No.1 

Area, houses & population 

Area 

Acres Sq. mile 

1 2 

178.89 0.28 

Density 

3 

1,971 per 
sq. mile 

No. of 
houses 

4 

83 

The above table shows that the village 
has a total area of 178.89 acres. The density 
of population works out at 1,971 persons 
per square mile. This is considerably higher 
than those of the Kamrup District as a 
wI10Ie and Barpeta Subdivision which are 
541 and 571 respectively. 

Number· 
of house- Population 

2 

holds Persons 

5 6 

79 552 

Males 

7 

284 

Females 

8' 

268 .. 
According to the 1951 Census there 

were 90 hou~eholds in the. village. This 
shows a decrease of 11 households at· the 
time of the survey. However ~t is interesting 
to note that although there is decrease in 
the total number of households, the total 
population has increased co~siderably as 
can be seen in the table below ;-



Dr. B. K. Roy Barman, Officer on Special Duty 
(in the centre) who visited the village on 
19.5.62 is seen here crossing the river 

Nakhanda by boat 
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Table No.2 

Total No. \. Population Year of _ 
households Persons I Males I Females -----

1951 90 494 260 234 

1961 79 552 284 268 

While the rate of the natural growth 
of population is maintained, the cause of 
gradual decrease in the total number of 
households may be due to natural pheno
mena, i. e. floods and erosional activities 
of the Nakhanda. In recent years, some 
households have had to shift away from 
the river side to some better protected 
places outside the present village boundary. 
During the last cadastral survey some 
households were also excluded from the 
present boundary of· the village. 

Residential pattern and communications 
inside the village 

Although the two parts f{)f the village 
are situated on either banks of the river 
Nakhanda and therefore look like two 
distinct clusters, neither of them strictly 
bears an individual name of its own. How
ever, that part of the village which is on the 
south bank of the river consists mostly of 
households belonging to members· of the 
Kaibartta caste and probably for that reason 
it is commonly known as Kaibarttapara 
although it is also known as Namasudra
para as Namasudras also live there. This 
Kaibarttapara has been continuously affec
ted by the erosion of the river Nakhanda 
and this behaviour of the river has affected 
not only the economy of the people but 
also their habitation. As a result of the 
erosion, the affected families. have had to 
be rehabilitated in certain other areas of 
the village. This has resulted in a concentra
tion of houses in such areas forming an 
agglomerated pattern of settlement. Some 
of the houses which still stand in the original 
portion of the village appear on both the 

3 

sides of the inlet to the village forming 
what may loosely be called a linear 
pattern. 

The most significant characteristic 
noticed in the settlement pattern of the 
houses at the Kaibarttapara is that the 
houses are without any marginal compound 
and kitchen garden. They are constructed 
around a common courtyard catering to 
many of them, housing more than one 
family, the same inlet being used by all 
these families. The narrow village paths 
known as 'garubat' indicate directions of 
the different parts of the Kaibarttapara. 
These village paths again meet the main 
village road leading from the river ghat 
to the Patbaushi village at different pointSf. 

Unlike Kaibarttapara, in the other 
part of the village on the bank of the river 
.Nakhanda towards Barpeta town, the 
houses are built on both sides of the katcha 
village road with sufficient marginal com
pounds between two neighbouring houses. 
The: pattern here is obviously lineal. The 
peCUliarity of this 'para' is that there is only 
one village road on the side of which the 
houses stand, there being no sipeways or 
side tracts for any use whatsoever for 
the people. We thus find that the settle
ment pattern in these two parts of the 
village bears significant differences, due on 
the one hand to the behaviour of the river 
Nakhanda and, on the other hand, to the 
topography of the place. 

Place of worship 

There is a temple of 'Basudeva' in the 
village. It is stated that in the year 1639 
Saka during the reign of Raja Shiva Singha, 
the Borphukan of Lower Assam made a 
grant of certain lands along with two be Is 
(fisheries) known as 'Kataktoli' f01 the 
maintenance of the Basudeva Devalaya. 
There is an image of the god Basudeva 
inside the Devalaya. A record of a Para 
Kakol of the Devalaya reveals that this 
image of Basudeva was idolised by Lord 
Viswakarma in pursuance of an order of 
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Lord Judhistliira of Mahabharatha fame. 
That part of the village which is known as 
Kaibarttapara to the villagers also has a 
namghar (prayer house) where the villagers 
perform regular nam-kirtans (prayers). 

Crematorium 

There is no crematorium for the villagers 
inside the village boundary. Dead bodies 
are usually cremated on the bank of the 
river Nakhanda which consists mostly of 
the alluvial depositions of the river. During 
summer, however, when the river water 
overflows' the bank, the dead bodies are 
disposed of by the households iI1 a, ,corner 
of their own fields. 

Sources of water 

The villagers use the water from the 
river Nakhanda for almost all purposes. 
Most of them have katcha wells of their 
own for drinking water although the,condi
tion of these wells appears to render the 
water thereof unhygienic for drinking pur
poses. The Anchalik Panchayat has cons
tructed one pucca well to provide drinking 
water for the villagers and most of them 
now take water from it. 

WeHare and administrative institutions 

There are two small shops inside the 
village. Situated very near to the Barpeta 
town, the village derives all the benefits 
of town life from the former in respect of 
industry, market,judicial and executive ad
ministration, posts and telegraphs, police 
station, cinema and other facilities usually 
available in most subdivisional headquar
ters. The 'Barpeta Kirtan Ghar' is famous 
in Assam as a centre of the Vaishna va 
religion. Shri Sankardev started his religion 
of a purified Vaishnavism at Barpeta from 
where he proclaimed it far and wide. 
He appointed, as his successor, Madhab
dev who attained even more reputation. 
The followers of this sect are known as 
'Mahapurushias' and have their head.:tuar
ters at Barpeta town. During the obser-
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vance of any festival in the Barpeta Kirtan 
Ghar, cultural performances like 'bhawnas' 
~hich are the means of spreading the 
theme ofVaishnavism are organised through 
the different cultural bodies of the Kirtan 
Ghar. . Nasatra being situated within the 
proximity of Barpeta town derives benefits 
from the activities of the Mahapurushias 
and the Mahapurushias from the village 
also participate in all the functions 
organised by them. 

I.egends 

There are two legends about the village. 
It is stated that originally near about the 
present village, there was a village known 
as 'Kumarkuchigaon' where a 'satra' (reli
gious estate) was established during the 
time of Sankardev which was known as 
'KumarkuchiSatra' and where he stayed for 
some time. Afterwards Sankardev moved 
to the village Patbaushi where he establi
shed a new satra and since then that 
area was re-named as Patbaushi Nasatra 
('na' means new). After the cadastral survey, 
the area of the village under survey has 
remained as Nasatra whereas the area 
named as Patbaushi has become a separate 
village where this Patbaushi Satra is 
still seen. It is worth while mentioning 
that during the great earthquake of 1897, 
Kumarkuchi village was greatly affected 
and the villagers had to evacuate that 
village due to severe natural calamities. 
The relics of the old Kumarkuchi Satra 
still stand in the original position. Although 
the original settlers of Kumarkuchigaon 
have abandoned the place and have re
habilitated themselves in the nearby locali
ties, they still maintain an emotional tie 
with their lost estate and pay occasional 
visits to the old Namghar for devotions. 

According to one old informant, the 
village was originally known as Madhupur. 
About three hundred years ago when the 
Basudeva Devalaya was established in the 
village, the people changed the name from 
Madnupur to Nasatra in honour of the 
establishment of the temple (devalaya). 



CHAPTER II 

THE PEOPLE 

Ethnic composition . n the village 

The people living in the village are 
the Namasudras, Kaibarttas, Kalitas, Keots 
and the Brahmins, all of whom belong to 
the Hindu religion. Out of the 79 house-

'holds in the village, 55 belong to the 
Kaibarttas, 14 to the Kalitas, 7 to the 
Namasudras, 2 to the Keots and I to the 
Brahmins. 

The following table shows the religion, 
caste and communities inside the village :-

Tab!e No.3 

Religion, Caste and Population 

I 
Total N°·1 

Religion of i Persons 
households I 

Caste Females Males 

Kaibartta 

Namasudra 

Kaiita 

Keot 

Bnthmin 

Total 

Hindu 

" 

" 

" 

" 

The above table shows that the number 
of Kaibarttas is the highest amongst all the 
castes with a population of 314 or 56.87 
per cent of the total population in the Village. 
The remaining figures of the population 
are Kalitas-149 or 26.99 per cent, Nama
sudras-64 or 11.59 per cent, Keots-15 or 
2.72 per cent and Brahmins-l0 or 1.81 
per cent. 

5 

55 

7 

2 

1 

79 

314 

64 

149 

15 

10 

552 

162 

30 

77 

8 

'7 

284 

152 

34 

72 

7 

3 

268 

Of all the castes, the Namasudras and 
the Kaibarttas are included in the list of 
Scheduled Castes according to the Presi
dential Order of 1956. These castes are 
described in detail in the Census Report of 
1881 and 1891. A brief description of each 
of them is attempted below. 
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(1) The Kaibarttas are fishermen by 
occupation. This fact is mentioned in the 
laws prescribed by Manu also. They are, 
like the Kumars, one of the functional 
castes of Assam numbering 199,590 accor
ding to the 1961 Census. They are concen
trated mostly in the Sibsagar district at 
present. The Kaibarttas rank below the 
Navasakha or a group of 9 castes, from 
whom a Brahmin may take water. There 
is an opinion. that the Kewats (Keots) and 
the Kaibarttas are merely two names for 
the same group or at any rate, for the same 
occupation. In the caste index of 1891, 
the Kaibarttas are classed under the grOJlP 
of 'landholders' with a numerical strength 
of 67,324 in Assam. 

(2) The Kalitas are the dominating 
caste of the Brahmaputra Valley and they 
claim to be of unmixed Aryan descent. 
Some functional castes of the Assam Valley 
also attach 'Kalita' to their name by way 
of suggesting their Aryan origin, for 
example, Kumar-Kalita, Nag-Kalita, etc. 
The Kalitas of Assam are grouped under 
'landhOlders' in the classification made 
according to the caste index of 1891 with 
a total population of 222,606. Though 
at present they are mostly agriculturists, 
the Kalitas profit readily by education and 
are frequently met as tr~ders or clerks. 
They also claim to be regarded as Kaya
sthas and habitually speak of themselves 
by that name pretending to have regained 
that position by renouncing agriculture. 

(3) Namasudras: It is said that the 
Namasudras originated from the Kashyapa 
Brahmin by gradual association with the 
Nishadar, the Chandals, etc. One section 
of the descendants of the Kashyapa lost 
some traits of their forefathers and dis
carded even the holy thread. After that 
they came to be known as the 'Namasudras, 
that is respectable sudra. In the caste index 
of 1891, they are found in the group of 
'landholders' with a total popUlation of 
180,539 in Assam. The 1961 Census shows 
their popUlation to be 221,714. 
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(4) Kewat (Keot) : The word 'kewat' 
seems to have originated from 'Kaibartta'. 
The Kewats of Assam are regarded as 
one of the respectable sudra castes that 
form a large agricultural community. 
But in lower Assam, a distinction is made 
between Halwa and Jalwa Kewats or 
agriculturists and fishermen, the former 
being held superior to the latter. The 
Kewat population of the village Nasatra 
belongs to the former group having cul
tivation as the main occupation. They 
were however included in the group of 
'fishermen' in the caste index of 1891 with 
a numerical strength of 19,129. 

(5) Brahmin: There is only one house
hold of the Brahmin family in the village, 
the head of which is the Satradhikar of 
the Basudeva Devalaya. This family has 
been living in the village for many years, 
almost from about the time that the Satra 
was established here. 

Language 

As the village is occupied entirely by 
the Assamese community, the language 
spoken is obviously Assamese. It may 
however' be mentioned here that some 
syntactical devices of the local people render 
the dialect of the area somewhat different 
from the standard Assamese. This differ
ence is well marked in the Barpeta Sub
division. 

Houses and House types 

There are almost as many residential 
houses as are the households in the Village. 
The number of dwelling structures inside 
a compound beaTS a significant relation 
with the total number of members, and 
economic condition of a family. In general, 
two or three dwelling structures are found 
standing around a common courtyard of 
the houses which are distributed among 
the different categories of the members 
of the family. The parents of the married 
members generally stay in a separate house, 
where such is available, or in a separate 



A view of houses at Namasudrapara 

This house is better than the rest at Nasatra 
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room, while the unmarried males and fe
males use different apartments of the house. 
In the case of the poorer section who cannot 
afford to have a dwelling structure more 
than what is indispensable for them or 
in the case of a family with two or three 
members only and wf:hout grown up child-

ren, the houses are generally simple and 
one or two dwelling structures are used. 

The following - table shows the distri
bution of the households of the different 
castes by number of family members and 
number of rooms :,-

Table No.4 

Households by caste/number of family members and rooms 

Total No. of households 

No. of households surveyed 

No. of households with 

79 

40 

No. of No. of No. of No. of 
1 room 2 rooms 3 rooms 4 rooms and above 

Name of 
the Caste house- rooms family persons No. of 

holds members per room hous!;:-I holds 

Kaibartta 22 63 117 1.9 

Namasudra S 22 43 1.9 

Kalita 10 32 S3 1.6 

Keot 2 7 15 2.1 

Brahmin 1 5 10 2.0 

Total 40 129 238 1.9 

It is seen from the above table that the 
frequency of persons per room is the mini
mum among the Kalitas being 1.6 closely 
followed by that among the Kaibarttas 
and the Namasudras, (1.9) each, the Brah
mins (2.0) and the Keots (2.1). There is 
only one household belonging to the Brah
min caste consisting of 10 members occu-

Family 
members 
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No. of Family No. of No. of 
house- house- Family house- Family 
holds members holds members holds members 

7 24 12 68 3 25 

2 15 3 28 

3 9 3 1.:1 4 26 

7 1 8 

1 10 

10 33 18 108 12 97 

pying 5 rooms. It is' also found that the 
maximum number of households (I 8) 
consists of 3 rooms each with 108 members 
in the families. 

The table below shows the main ele
ments in the household by caste and income 
group :-
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Table No.5 

Main elemen ts in the households by caste and income group 

Total No. of households 79 

No. of households surveyed ~ 40 
----------;"--------------:-----~-------------

____ N_u_m_ber of houseJ::iol~ within the income ~roup of 

Name of the 
caste 

Rs. 300 and less j Rs. 301-600 

-;;-:--1_Ba.!Qroom _ Latrine I~~hroom ___!c~nne -=---
g] ~~ 
Gll ~ >, ~ >- t;~ ~ >. ....... C 
~~ 5 ~ 5 ~ ~ I~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~.~ t:: I-r t:: ~ ~ 0-..... d> ..... (l) '""" ~ 
~~ ~ 0 • 0 m -a i 0 § 0 m 
~~S 8 ~ 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ 8 ~ 8 ~E ~ 
Ci~-.r::!;-; ~ !;-; '" 0 I~~<> '"' 8.... a ~,,_ ~ _ '" ",~..<:I <> <> <!) <l) 

j
_::2:: ~ f-< ~ I f-o U i ........ u ~ f-o ~ f-< U 

-----,;------- --3- -4- - 5 --6- --7-)-B- -9- 10 -11-112 -f3-

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Kaibartta 

Namasudra 

Kalita 

Keot 

Brahmin 

Name of the 
caste 

1. Kaibartta 

2. Namasudra 

3. Kalita 

4. Keot 

5, Brahmin 

5 

2 

Number of households within the income group of 

9 

2 

8 

4 

1 1 

7 

1 2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

14 

12 

4 

Rs.60l-900 

Bathroom 

, ~ & 
§ 0 

5 ~ 
~ f-o 

- -'--15 I 16 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 
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The above table on the main elements 
in the households by castes and incomc
groups shows that the bathrooms and 
latrines are very uncommon in the village. 
The latrines are found mostly among the 
higher income-groups, 7.5 per cent in the 
group of Rs. 901-Rs. 1,200 and 17.5 per 
cent in the group of Rs. 1,201 and above, 
out of the 40 households rcS"urveyed. 
Only 37.5 per cent of all the households 
surveyed have bathrooms which are also 
all temporary. There (1;re, however, more 
cowsheds (62.5 per cent). 

In that part of the village where the 
Kaibarttas and the Namasudras (where
from it is caned also Namasudrapara) 
live, due to the agglomemted pattern 
of settlement, s~vcral households stand 
around the common courtyard. The 
non-Scheduled Castes of the village, namely 
the Kalitas, the Keots and the Brahmins 
have their houses in a different cluster 
at the entrance of the village. These 
houses are of an improved standHrd and 
mostly of the Ass(l,m type, with the ex
ception of one or two which are poorer 
in design and construction. These hou
ses are found on both sides of the village 
main road and generally face each other. 
In a few houses belonging to the well-to
dD families R dwelling structure facing 
towards the road is seen which is locally 
called 'Choraghor' (guest house) but ,pther 
dwelling houses of the family are cons
tructed round the courtytl.rd. It is a 
characteristic feature that t\le. iJls.iS\e court
yard of almost all the fathihes afq kept 
spacious and free so as to foake it ~nve
nient for use like threshin-g and kecJ?ing 
paddy before it is t¥Ken to the gran~ .... 
Other househoU actiyities like weaving, 
bamboo and cane worKs ;u.e~al~o done in 
a corner of the courtyard. 

The homestead of the poor persons espe
cially in the Namasudrapara are either 
just on the side or a little away from the 
village path having fencing round ·the 
.compound. Unlike that in the Namasudra-
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para, the homesteads of the people, both 
rich and poor, in the other cluster of the 
village, are generally separated from the 
village path by a ditch or band on which 
there is a fence of split bamboo or of bran
ches of Madar trees. In a few well-to-do 
families, the hedges along the boundaries 
of the compound are pruned thereby 
enhancing the beauty of the house. The 
open spaces in the front as well as back
sides of the houses are fenced for gardening 
of vegetables. 

in general the houses are constructed 
on mud foundation with walls m2cde of 
reeds plastered with mud or split bamboo, 
but the roof is of thatch. The pillars 
and beams are generally of bamboo, but 
it was noticed th<Ol.t in a few houses, wood 
has replaced bamboo for pillars and beams 
while corrugated iron sheets are used for 
roofing. 

,/ 

The plan and architecture of most 
of the houses are very simple having only 
one main door with partitions separating 
the big room of the house into two com
partments. In the front part of the house, 
a small verandah is commonly found 
along with the front side door, there being 
two or three windows. Houses are gener
ally dark and ill-ventilated and very low
roofed. In most of the houses, the kitchen 
is separate from the main house, but 
in the case of poor families, it is mostly 
attached. Without any exception, the god
own is the darkest room in every house 
of the Village. 

The average life of the house is about 
10 years but if properly maintained and 
regularly repaired, it is estimated that it 
lasts for roughly 15-20 years. The average 
cost of the house belonging to the Kaibart
tas is Rs. 362.73, that of a Namasudra 
Rs. 596.67. of a Kalita Rs 1580.00, that 
of a Keot Rs. 650/- while the house belong
ing to the Brahmin community costs Rs. 
5,500(-. The average cost of a house belong-



NASATRA 

ing to the Kaibarttas and the Namasudras 
is usually less than that belonging to the 
Kalitas, the Keots or the Brahmins. 

Granary 

Granaries are constructed separately 
except in the case of poor households. 
Where the granary is attached to the main 
house, it is constructed in a corner ~f the 
dwelling house by extending a portion of 
the roof of the main house while the walls 
are plastered entirely with mud. Inside 
the room so made a big-sized 'u' shaped 
barn woven out of bamboo cane is kept 
for preserving pa;ddy. 

Where the granary is separate, it is 
generally constructed in a corner of the 
courty~rd, one storied with a rqof of thatch, 
and. with walls of reed .plastered with a 
mixture of mud ~nd cowdung. The base 
floor of this house is constructed on a few 
pillars to prevent paddy from damage by 
pests. At the top of the front-side wall 
there is a window through which ~ man 
can easily-pass in and out. A ladder made 
of bamboo is used for reaching the window. 

Description of typical houses 

required for the construction of the houses, 
which the villagers nowadays have to buy. 

A typical house is usually one-storied 
only with a roof' of thatch fastened by 
cane and genera1ly with two main slopes 
except in the case of the houses having a 
verandah, which have one more slope of 
the roof. The sizes of the slopes are be
tween 6' to 8' in length. The oors uc 
made of plank or of woven split bamboo, 
the size being approximately 5' by 3' . rhe 
arrangements for windoWs and ventilations 
are very poor, the latter being almost 
absent while only one or two windows' 
either of wood or split bamboo hung over 
rings of canes are used but without any 
specific size or measurement. 

Ceremonies perforined concerning 
house construction 

Generally during construction of a 
house, the ganak (priest) is consulted 
about the auspicious day. His services 
are also sought at the timy of fixing the 
main post for the house. At present the 
most prevalent form of ceremony is in the 
shape of offerings made in the Namghar on 
such ~uspicious occasions. 

Dress and ornaments 

The houses are generally constructed In respect of dress and ornatnents 
and repaifed by the villagers themselves there is the same, pattern in the villCl.ge as 
with the co~vi11a'g~rs rendering physical is the case with other villages of the Bn~.hm2.-
assistance. In 9ig houses, constructed by the puira Valley. The following statement 
richer families, carpenters and labourers shows the ordinary form of dress worn by 
are e.lg:1ged on wage basis. Bamboo, men and women of different status at di-
wood and thatch are the principal materials fferont times 

Table No.6 

MALES FEMALES 

Married, unmarried and Widowed! Married 

--------- -,----------
Unmarried WidO\\cd 

------~----------------.--

Summer Winter Summer 

Genji, Shirt Genji, Shirt, Chaddar 
Chaddar, 

Winter Summer 

UPPER GARMENTS 
Blouse, 
Chad dar 

Blouse, 
Chaddar 

Winter 

Blouse, 
Chaddar 

Summer Winter 

Chaddar 
(white) 

Chaddar 
(white) ____________ =halfSw~~te~r ________________________________________________________________________ _ 

LOWER GARMENfS 
Dbuti Dhut; Mekhcla Mckhela MckheJa 
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Mekhela Mekhela 
(white) 

Mekhela 
(white) 



Front view of a Kaibartta woman in 
her dress 

Side view of a Ka:bartta woman 

Two 1'o\\'s of 'gomotha' or cowdung sticks are seen 111 

the background against the wall 



Two villagers of Namasudrapara 

,.' , . 

~~!~iP$~(M~%t:'i#@\;{Uj;%MMk •• h.Wt#~;;.;;;r&i\¥;4%iil~ 
A Namasudra woman of the hamlet Namasudranara 

in her dress ..... (Front \-iew) 
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On special or festive occasions women
fOlk wear clothings of muga and endi. 
Ordinarily they prefer cotton materials 
either purchased from the market or horr.c
made. School going boys wear shorts 
and shirts while small girls use skirts and 
shorts. Male students are fond of modern 
dresses including trousers, bush shirts, 
etc. 

Contrary to custom, the use of ornaments 
of the he2.d, the ear, the nose, the neck, 
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the wrist and the arms is not common. 
For in.stance, Namasudra and Kc..ibarHa 
women do not use all the ornG.IT_ents. 
In fact, only a particular section of the 
village C(ilIDmunity whose econorr ic de
velopment is above the subsistence le\el 
can afford to u.se ornauents of rolled gold 
or sih-er. The use of cheap gl~.ss bangles 
(churi) and glass beads is also not cprr.mon 
in the village. The following table gives 
the names and other particulars of the 
ornaments used by the villagers. 

Table 1\0. 6-A 

Ornaments-Names and particulars 

N f nam t Materials . ames 0 or en s 
IS' 1 /P . Gold Rolled gold 

E- -r-h-' In!? e aIr W' ht Price Weight Price ng IS ~ elg 
Local terms ! ~r~ i ____ J_Cin Tola) (in Rs.)_ (in Tola) (in Rs.) 

1 --1- 2 3 4 .5 (1 --7-

6 I 
Kharu BangJe Pair 16 50 to 55 2 3 to 5 

1 
35 to 40 

1 
2 to 3.50 Kanpasa Earring 

" 
-4- "4 

Keru' 6 55 to 65 " " 16 (with stone) 

Keru 6 50 to 55 ... " '. 16 (wi'hout stone) 

Dug-Dugi Locket Single 1 140 to 150 1 7 to 8 

Angothi ~inger 1 1 30 to 50 J... to~ ] .75 to " to T (with stone) nng 
-4- .If 16 2.50 

Angothi " " 
_!._ to _1 35 to 55 

(without stone) 4 2 

Har Necklace _!_ to .J._ 70 to 90 1 5 4106 
" 2 8 TtoT 
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Household goods 

The possession ~nd use of different 
types of furniture depend on the economic 
condition, education and standard of 
living of the people. Based on this back-

ground, the villagers, except a few families, 
possess only the most essential and age
old furnitur'e and consumer goods. 1 he 
following table shows the possession and 
use of furniture and consu.mer goods 
by caste/community 

Table No. 7 

No. of households surveyed-40 
Name of furmtulp. & number I 

of households No. of households by caste/community who are in possession of these goods 
Type of goods ---------.-- ----1------ -1-------,-.--- -,-- ---I ------

rurniture 

Others 

No. of hOllse- I I 
Name holds Kaibarttu Namasudra Kalit. Keot Brahmin 

(i) Bed-stead 

(ii) Khatia 

(iii) Toktaposh 

(iv) Chair 

(v) Table 

(vi) Bench 

(vii) Stool 

(viii) Mirror 

(iX) Alna 

(x) 

(xi) 

(xii) 

(xiii) 

Kerahi 
(pan) 

Kahi (dish) 

Bati (cup) 

GiJas 
(glass) 

(xiv) Ghati 
(water pot) 

(xv) Kahh 
(pitcher) 

(xvi) Balli 
(bucket) 

(xvii) Lota 
(water jar) 

(xVIii) Banbati 

(xix) Hurricane 
Lantern 

(xx) Petromax 

(xxi) Torch light 

(AlIii) Cycle 

3 

38 

37 

36 

21 

9 

40 

23 

40 

40 

38 

30 

5 

37 

31 

22 

27 

38 

3 

24 

3 

21 

19 

18 

9 

3 

22 

13 

22 

22 

21 

18 

4 

21 

15 

10 

12 

20 

10 

12 

4 

5 

5 

2 

3 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

5 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

10 

10 

10 

7 

10 

6 

10 

10 

9 

5 

9 

8 

6 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

---------._-----
10 

9 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 
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From the above table it is clear that 
almost all the villagers possess household 
goods which dre either for comfort or 
for luxury, taking that only food, clothing. 
and shelter are the prime necessities of 
life. On that consideration the villagers are 
more or less advanced because they arc 
acquainted with the use of these goods 
for a long tirr_e. Utc:lsils and furniture 
may be reg?'l'ded HS goods of comfort 
while those ·grouped under "others ' 
except the hur"ricCl.ne la,ntern may be 
regarded CI luxuries. 

The most commonly used furniture arc 
toktapo· hes which arc found in 38 house
holds while bed-steads and khatias are 
also found in 3 and 1 household~ respec· 
tively The villagers r.}c:;o pos~ ess chairs, 
tables benches and ::l few other ( sential 
items' of furnIture. 23 households have 
got alnas, while 40 possess mirrors. The 
items of utensils in use among th ~ villa
gers include K,~rahi (pan), Kahi(dish), bati 
(cup), ghati (water pot), Iota (jar), hata 

(ladle), gilas (glass), baIti (bucket), kalah 
(water jar) which are made mostly of brass, 
ben metal, aluminium, tin and glass. 

Among the consumer goods it is found 
that the hurricc.ne l,mtern, the only source 
of lighting arrangement, is used by almost 
all the families surveyed (38). Generally 
a kerosene oil lamp (cha.ki) is used in the 
kitchen as well as for lighting the path 
when one goes out at night. 24- families 
usc torch-lights. 

A bicycle is possessed by only 3 house
holds. Wood is the common fuel but 
a.mong the Namc.sudras and the Kaibarttas, 
'gomotha' (cow-dung sticks) are used instead. 
These are prepared by twisting hay mixed 
in cow-dung around a piece of bamboo 
or wooden stick and dried in the sun. 'Go
motha' is generally used along with wood 
and the fire so made lasts for a pretty long 
time. 

The following table shows the poss
ession and use of furniture and other 
goods by income groups :-

Table ~o. 8 

No. of households surveyed-40 

Name of turOiture & number 
of households No. of h0115eholds by inrome groups who are in po' ,et ;iun of goods 

Type of goods 1------ -----------------, -- ------ ------ -------,------_.-
No. of home- Rs. 1,201& 

holds Rs. 300 & leg' Rs. 3~ 1...;..600 Rs. 601-9CO Rs.901-1,200 above Name 

(I) Bed-stead 3 3 

(2) Khatia 

(3) Toktaposh 38 17 11 9 

(4) Chair 37 17 10 9 

Furniture (5) Table 36 1 16 11 8 

(6) Bench 21 9 5 7 

(7) Stool 9 3 3 3 

(~) Mirror 19 11 9 

(9) AI a 23 12 6 5 

-_._--------- ------------- ------------------------
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Table No 8. (Concld.) 

Nnme of furniture and No. , 
Type of ___ ~~house~ol~ ________ No. of h~~h~S by i~ome ~oops ~~~~~session of g~~ __ _ 

Iloods \ No. of house- I I I I Rs. 1.201 & 
1 Name holds \ Rs .300 & less

l 
Rs. 301-600 IRS. 601-900 Rs. 901-1,200 above 

---1 ----1---2----;----3-----1---4--1---5----,---6----,----:;--·-------8----
(10) Kerahi 40 19 11 9 

(11) Kaha -40 19 11 9 

(12) Bati 38 

(13) Gilas 30 

Utensils (14) Ghati 5 

(IS) Kalah 37 

(16) Balti 31 

(17) Lota 22 

(18) Banbati 27 

~19) Lantern 38 

Others 
(20) Petromax 3 

(21) Torch 24 

(22) Cycle 3 

From the above table which shows the 
income group-wise distribution of the 
household goods, it is seen that the posses
sion of luxurious goods corresponds more 
or less with the annual income of the house
holds. While the use of torch-light is more 
or less common, that of bicycle and petro
max is confined to only 3 households, all 
falling within the income group of Rs. 1,201 
and above. Similarly the use of bed-stead 
is found only in 3 households falling within 
the same income group. 'Khatia' does not 
seem to be cO!llmon in the village and only 
one household of the income group Rs. 
601-900 is found to use it. 'Toktaposh' 
however is found to be possessed byaJmost 
all the households resurveyed including one 
within the income group of Rs. 301[- to 
Rs. 600/-. 

Food and Drink 

The diet of the people is very simple 
and consists of only a few dishes. They 
are mostly non-vegetarians and relish meat, 
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17 11 9 

15 S 6 

3 

17 10 9 

16 7 7 

12 6 3 

12 7 7 

17 11 9 

3 

10 8 6 

3 

fish and vegetables whenever available. 
Their staple food is boiled rice. The other 
items of food vary according to the econo
mic conditions of the househQlds. 

The preparation of rice is very simple 
and is done by boiling rice in water over 
fire in a utensil known locally as "dekchi". 
Along with rice, vegetables like potato, 
arum or some leaves are also boiled. The 
vegetables so boiled are then mixed with a 
little quantity of salt and mustard oil. 
Sometimes instead of mustard oil, 'khar' or 
liquid calcium carbonate prepared locally 
is added. 'Khar' is prepared by percolating 
water over a quantity of ash of burnt plan
tain. The people are generally very fond of 
fish which is taken fried or prepared in to 
curry. Generally the villagers themselves 
catch fish such being their secondary occ
upation, and keep a share for their own 
consumption. Those who do not fish 
for occupational purposes do so during 
leisure time in the nearby ponds or in the 
Nakhanda. The surplus quantity of fish 
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caught during leisure hours is preserved 
for future use when it is not readily ava
ilable. The method of drying and preserving 
fish is, though simpb, interesting. The 
small fishes of all kinds arc properly washed 
and kept in a sieve made of bamboo 
which is placed over the fire. In so doing 
the fishes get dried up and can be preserved 
for future use. Another method of preserv
ing them is by drying them in the sun in 
a place specially prepared in the open and 
then kept in some container in or close to 
the kitchen. This process is faster than 
the first one. 

Generally rice is taken twice a day, as 
a mid-day meal and an evening meal. But 
during the working seasons the peasants 
take it thrice a day, early in the morning 
also in addition to the first two. For the 
morning meal, on the previous night a 
quantity of cooked rice is kept in water 
in a pot. Such rice which is taken in the 
morning is a little sour due to the process 
of slight fermentation. 

The villagers drink tea with milk and 
sugar or molasses. Along with tea, 'pithas' 
(cakes) prepared locally out of powdered rice 
are also taken. The most commonly eaten 
'pithas' are the 'sunga pilhas'. These are 
prepared by mixing powdered rice with a 
quantity of salt in water. The semi-liquid 
substance so formed is then poured into a 
bamboo pipe having one end open which 
is then closed with a layer of hay. A num
ber of such bamboo pipes are filled up and 
similarly closed. They are then roasted in 
fire for some time till the substance jnside 
is solidified. The solid substance is then 
removed and cut into pieces for servfug. 
Various kinds of cakes and sweets are 
also prepared. Some of them include 
'til-pitha' made of a certain variety of rice 
known as barni and til, 'hapania pitha' 
prepared by mixing powdered rice and 
coconut, 'laupo'a pitha' ground rice mixed 
with molasses, etc. These are generally 
prepared during some festive occasions. 
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The adult male members indulge in 
a regular habit of smoking bidi or tobaccl'l 
using a "chilim" (an earthen cup-like 
structure) for the purpose. 

BELIEFS AND PRACTICES 
CONCERNING BIRTH 

Pregnancy and pre-natal practices 

Informations on birth. marriage and 
death have been collected through infor
mants selected from the village on the 
basis of age and experience. However, 
as it was not possible for any c3.se-study 
to be made and as all th'~ jnformation is 
based on hearsay evidence, there may be 
certain distortion or deviation of infor
mation depending on the attitude of the 
informant. 

A woman in pregnancy takes the usual 
diet except when she is given a ceremonil:l,l 
one during the 5th and the 7th month. 
She can also perform her l:lSUClJ household 
duties up to the s~cond month but she 
should not touch any dead body because 
it is believed that the soul of the de(J.d 
person may cause some harm to the baby 
in the womb. When pregnancy enters 
the 8th month, the woman undergoes a 
number of restrictions. She is not alhwed 
to do her usual domestic affairs in the 
kitchen, cow-shed and even to go and 
fetch drinking water. She shouJd not 
also sleep with her husband and sh~ cannot 
even touch his clothes, The idea behind 
all these restrictions is that from the ~th 
month of pregnancy she is reg(';rded as 
polluted. 

Ceremonies before birth 

Certain, ceremonies are p~rformcd du
ring the 5th and the 7th months of preg
nancy. On an auspicious day or "tithi" 
the mother of the expecting wom[l.n and 
some of her relatives come to her 
house- carrying with them commodities 
like milk, rice, curd, banang, gazi, etc. 
With these items the mother prepares for 



NASATRA 

her a certain kind of rice boiled in milk 
and sugar which is called 'p[l.y)sh' wh;:;n 
the prepll;ration;:, are ready the male mem 
bers of the household and those who have 
c)ltccted ther~ (l.re served with gCl.zi, jR ran 
containing curd (l.nd boka rice or pc;r
boiled ric~ and the p~.yosh. After Cl.ll thc 
male members have been entertf'.ined, the 
women sit together and offer to the preg
mmt woman first of al! gazi, jalpa11, pay)sh, 
fruit, etc. When she finishes, all the women 
who h3..ve a')sembled sh:::o.re the prepara
tion'S. This ceremony is locally known as 
'panchamrita khowa' or feeding with a 
kind of food in which arc mixed milk, 
cmd, bananc., honey and molasses. Simi
larly, some dlY during the 7th month of 
pregnancy the parents of the exp~ctiflg 
woman and other rdatives come to h..;r 
hous~ bringing with them commodities 
including rice, meat, fish, da.l, vegetables, 
etc. The mother and the other women 
who hive come with her prepar~ v£lJ'ious 
items out of all the commodities which 
they have brought to be tRKen along with 
rice. The idea of this prepara·ion is tJ 
feed the expx--:ing woman. C:.:I,kes and swe
ets are also pr~pared which inc1ud '"' 
'hapania pitln' mixture of powd ":rc:d rice 
,md coconut, 'l::mpola pith'l' grvulld rice 
mixed with molasses, etc. When tn~ prc
pamtions are ready the male members are 
first served. After them, the exp.;cting 
woman sits aJong with the wom::n prc:s~nt 
and enjoys the preparations. After' this 
cer~mony sh~ may be invited to the houses 
of her relatives within the 7th month, 

On the last d'3.y of her 8th month or 
when she enters the 9th month of preg
nancy, she takes a special bath Hnd was1.es 
her clothes. After that she may do her 
USUCl.l household affairs and move freely 
but she must not see or touch any dead 
body. 

Delivery and disposal of placenta 

As soon as an expecting woman ex
periences labour pains, her husband and 
mother or mother-in-law remai'1 by '1<>r 
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side. Tht-y also send th~ word to d few 
old village women and also the relatives in 
the village wh.o :::olso hurry to aitend to l_ler 
and remain with t'n .. until the crisis is 
over. Usually il JS not neces~ary t") ad
minister any mcdicin0 to the woman or to 
seek th'" help of any medic'r ~ m:m or a 
local doctor. But 1'1 abn·)rmd C'lses or 
when the woman b~comes unconscious 
after delivery which sym,tom IS c~lled 
locally 'prasuta', so:ne indigt>noils medi
cine is given to her or the d')ctor from the 
town is sent fOT. 

The Lmb~lical cord is cut by the woman 
herself with a 'konal1' w1,i,'h is a pieee of 
sharp bamboo prepared by tl1f" husband for 
the purnos..... The placvl~a is \ept in a 
"saru" or earthen pot a'ld co' ertd with a 
piece of cloth for 5 days and on the 5th 
day the woman h.:::rself buries it in some 
cor'1er of the home!:>lc('ld behind the house. 

Post-natal period 

Di£t after delivery ; 1 he mother is 
given a good diet consisting moslly of milk, 
meat, fi::.h, etc. Lo rCl-U JP hel h~dlth. The 
standard )f Lhe di· t d ,,\, n is 01-' CTJf ~ upon 
lhe <.:conomic c )11dii.lOn 'I ! l- '" family. 

"A.I1uj" -ppriod of POlJUtiOIl and 
purificaHo-l cere mony 

For tIle f111liiy i'1 which ielivery Ins 
taken pIa", , a ro lut' )'1 p:,riod of one m')ntr 
should be .bserv"d ",hile for the relatives 
it is only 11 days. During- th~ days of 
r'olllltion he meJ!1bl r S of th'" [:lm'!y ~on
C'rned qC del]arr'~d "ro111 cnk ndi 19 reli
~;,')us fl,nc(o 15 in tll,- y:.lagc. 

The 1'10- " ~r '- '11. i S COllfilh.:d t) her 
rOO1'11 11'1til about the 5th da'. On that 
day she COPles OUL of the room, buries <"Ill 
the ''Ler-birJl" clc:l"s hr>rseV and sprinkles 
';;obarp:mi' or wattr mixed with cow-dung 
in the room which she used at t~e time 
of the delivery. Henceforth she is free 
iO move inside the house. 
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The first purification ceremony is done 
on the 11th day and consists of cleaning 
all the belongings of the house especially 
those of the mother. The latter can move 
freely although she is still not allowed 
to go to or do anything in the kitchen Of 
cow-shed. On this day the relatives of 
the family also purify themselves by cleaning 
their utensils, clothes, etc. 

Naming ceremony 

On the 30th day, further cleaning is 
done and the naming ceremony is also 
performed on this day. For this purpose, 
a 'ganak' or village astrologer is invited. 
The 'ganak' calculates the "rashi" or 
star of the child from the time of its birth 
and gives it a name according to what 
he finds. He also prepares the child's 
horoscope according to his calculations. 
On this occasion all the villagers, espe
cially the women who attended during 
the delivery, are invited and entertained 
to tea and other preparations. The 
father of the child presents each house-' 
hold or to as many households as he can 
afford, a bundle of salt and chillies and if 
possible with a piece of fish. The mother 
of the child on this day observes a fast. A 
'Namkirtan' or prayer follows the day's 
programme, at the end of which the mother 
with the child in her lap bows down before 
'the participants in the Namkirtan' or 
'Namatis' who invoke blessings on them 
in turn. The mother must not yet take 
any food unless she sees a star or the moon 
'in the sky. The family is considered to be 
absolutely purified from this day onwards. 

Annaprasana or Ceremony of taking rice 

'Anna' means rice while 'prasana' 
means touch. The significance of - this 
ceremony is that with its performance a 
baby is given rice for the first time. Before 
the ceremony, an infant is given only liquid 
food especially the motMr's milk or cow's 
milk. When it attains the age of 9 months 
9 days, it is to be given solid food, that is 
rice, which is done by observing this cere-
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mony which is locally known as 'Anna
prasana'. The ceremony is celebrated by 
the parents of a new-born baby in their 
own house where they invite their relatives 
and co-villagers. The 'mama' or 
maternal uncle of a child is to perform 
specific functions in this ceremony and so 
his presence is indispensable. 

On this occasion the female members 
of the hou'sehold prepare 'payosh' and 
different items of fish and vegetables. In the 
morning, on arrival of all the invitees, the 
mother of the child cleans a certain place 
inside the house and there places an 'ashana' 
(small decorated mat used on ceremonial 
occasions) and a piece of plantain leaf on 
which are kept one "don" of paddy, a pair 
of betel nuts and leaves, a small quantity of 
rice and paddy and a rupee coin. A 
"chaki" or lamp is lit near the "ashana". 
The 'mama' or maternal uncle taking the 
baby in his lap sits near the 'ashana'. The 
mother of the child gives him a 'kahi' 
or a dish made of bellmetal containing 
'payosh' or rice boiled in milk added with 
sugar, and various items of preparations. 
The 'mama' takes near the mouth of the 
baby each item from the 'kahi' three times 
and then throwing them each time in the 
floor. After so doing three times for each 
item he also washes the mouth of the baby. 
The concluding act of the ceremony is 
marked by bringing near the mouth of the 
baby a piece of betel nut and leaf. This 
over, the 'mama' presents the baby with 
different kinds of utensils and sometimes 
with ornaments of gold. He is followed 
suit by all present in the function. A tea 
party or feast is then given in honour of 
the occasion to all the invitees. 

BELIEFS AND. PRACTICES CONCER
NED WITH MARRIAGE 

The villagers entertain a belief 'ike all 
other Hindus that every man must marry 
and beget a son who is to perform his 
funeral ceremonies and save his soul from 
hell. This belief is to some extent res
ponsible for a few cases of polygamy caused 
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by the barrenness of the first marriage. It 
must however be pointed out that the villa
gers generally practise monogamy. 

Betrothal 

There is no specific betrothal ceremony 
known to the villagers. Marriage nego
tiation is· made only when a boy and a girl 
attain the marriageable age. 

Age of marriage 

Although there is no hard and fast rule 
about the age at which a boy or a girl may 
enter conjugal life, the viEagers seem to pre
fer that a boy should marry before 29 and a 
girl before 20 years of age. 

However from the Table No. 4 in the 
Appendix showing the number of persons 
by first marriage, there are 13 males and 
23 females in the age-group 20-24, while 
in the age-group 25-29 we have 27 males 
and only 4 females.. So in sUP1?ort of the 
previous statement It may be Said that the 
table further shows that the girls are gene
rally given in marriage before they attain 
the age of 25, while the males prefer to 
marry before they are 29 years old. 

Clan exogamy-Exogamy within endogamy 

Originally in the Hindu society mar
riage in the same caste was customary 
although boys & girls were not allowed to 
marry in the same 'gotra' or clan. But 
now although marriage in the same caste 
is still followed, marriage in the same 
'gotra' is also allowed mostly among the 
lower castes. It is found that at present 
the members of the different castes in the 
village cannot recognise their 'gotras'. 
It may therefore be said that in the village, 
caste is endogamous while the 'gotra' is 
exogamous although it tends nowadays to 
be endogamous. 

Degree of prohibited relationship 

As stated above, at some stage or other 
of the ·society a link in some 'gotra' or 
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clan is found missing. This probably 
accounts for the inability of the village~s 
to rccall correctly the original name of th~lr 
'gotra'. The 'gotra' or .clan of ~ famIly 
has an important place I~ . marnage . allI
ance as well as in many relIgIOUS functIons. 
It is gathered from the _vil}agers, tha~ whene
ver the question of theIr gotra. anses, the 
matter is left to the local pnest or they 
simply adopt the 'kashyapa gotra' accor
ding to the advice of a few elderly persons 
in the village. The 'gotra' o_r clap exo~~my 
at present seems to be losmg ItS ongmal 
function in the social life of the people and 
is no factor for the prohibited degree ?f 
marriage alliance among the non-Brahmm 
families. 

During the Consanguineous Marriage 
Survey in the village, the r.eason ~b~ut th~ 

villagers commonly reportmg theIr gotra 
as 'kashyapa' was eX<l;mined. B.esides 
what has already been saId before, It was 
also gathered that on economic and other 
reasons the villagers prefer to arrange 
marriages in the same _vill,!-ge. Obvioll;sly 
this is due to their deSIre, If not neceSSIty, 
to keep their sons and daughters within 
their reach as well as to save themselves 
from expenses which will "!Je involv.ed in 
the case of marriages outSIde the VIllage. 
However, while negotiating for marriage, 
they try their best to ascertain the degre.e 
of prohibited relationship as far as practI
cable. When they find that the proposed 
marriage does not fall within the proh~
bited degree they go ahead for the marn
age. Such a marriage may be between a 
couple belonging to the same 'gotra', pro
vided that it is not between blood relatIves. 

It may, therefore, be observed that in 
Nasatra which is a Hindu village, marriage 
in the same 'gotra' is not prohibited but that 
between one ca_:te and another is 
prohibited-an important factor for 
consideration 'in normal cases of 
negotiation for marriage. Although it is 
thus clear that marriage within the same 
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'gotra' is not prohibited, it is not possible 
to ascertain when and how the villagers have 
adopted this type of marriage. 

The families in the village are patri
lineal or agnatic in descent ; that is, the 
descent is reckoned exclusively through the 
male line. 

It may be presumed that the above 
two factors combined are responsible 
for setting a stage when the majority 
of the households in the village get 
inter-locked by the affinal kinship. The 
result is that th~ majority of the hus
bands and wives report the same 'gotra' 
which they had even before their marriage, 
provided that the condition as stated above 
has been fulfilled. It may also be possible 
that there is some tendency in them not to 
disclose their original 'gotra' due to cer
tain reasons best known to them, but that 
could not be easily ascertained thrbugh 
querries during the survey which had to be 
done in a limited time. ' 

Types of marital union (monogamy, polyan
dry, polygyny) 

Monogamy is the rule, polygyny is 
rarely practised while polyand~y is :mknown. 
The negotiation type of marnage IS usually 
the only form recognised and encouraged 
by the Hindu society. The latter form 
is prevalent in the village also except for 
one or two cases of love-marriage. In 
the case of the latter, the marriage is 
performed socially only after obtail_ling 
the consent of the parents or guardians 
of both the parties. 

Widow re-marriage 

Marriage between a widow and a wido
wer is known as 'dhamni'. A widower 
who gets into such a marri:ige is said to 
embrace 'dhamni nia'. Such a marriage 
is considered impure for social and religious 
purposes as it is not done with the sanctity 
of 'homa'. The usual social functions 
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being completely absent in such a marriage, 
only the man who has decided to take a 
widow (dhamni) goes to her village in the 
company of his friends and pays respect 
to her villagers by offering them betel nuts 
and leaves. That is followed by the 
widow's coming with him to his village to 
become his wife. If she has had children 
from her first husband, she may take them 
along with her to her new husband's house 
if that is mutually consented to, failing 
which, they have to remain with their legal 
guardian who is usually their grand-father 
or uncle, etc. 

Brief outline of a marriage ceremony 

Negotiation generally takes place when 
boys and girls are of marriageable age. 
The boy's side generally conducts a cere
mony known as 'koina sowa'. The 
significance of this ceremony is that the 
boy's side makes a proposal for the marri
age. If the girl is found suitable the nego
tiation is finalised, and this is marked by 
the girl receiving either a piece of cloth, 
money or sometimes a dng from the boy's 
side and the ceremony is known as "Koina 
Sudha" . 

One or two days before the marriage, 
another function known as 'telarbhar' is 
held. This function is essential and signi
fies the wearing of the wedding garments 
and ornaments by the bride given to her 
by the bridegroom or from his side which 
she will wear during the marriage cere
mony. The girl is also given vermilion to 
anoint on the forehead and the head for the 
first time. Hereafter she must use ver
milion as long as her husband is alive. 
She also uses a veil on her head after the 
manner of all housewives. In a way this 
ceremony may be caned a prelude to the 
actual marriage. 

On the day prior to the marriage day, 
a socio-religious ceremony is also pel for
med separately in the houses of both the 
parties in the evening. This ceremony is 
known as 'adhivasa'. In this ceremony 
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either of the couple are given bath with 
water which is drawn from a nearby tank 
or river by their mothers accompanied by 
other Women singing marriage songs or 
'bianam'. Mter the bath they are taken 
before an altar and given oil and other 
garments. 

On the wedding day, either of the couple 
is awakened early in the morning by his 
or her mother with a group of women 
singing marriage songs. At night the 
bridegroom and his party of friends and 
relatives go to the bride's house. At the 
gate he is welcomed first of all by the bri~e's 
father citing vedic mantras and offenng 
him garments. He is next welcqmed by 
the mother of the girl. Generally all the 
religious aspects and vedic rites are per
formed by a 'purohit' or professional 
Brahmin. The latter conducts the marri
age by the side of a sacred fire for which 
only mango wood which i~ co~sidere~ 
sacred and suitable for use dunng rItuals IS 

burnt. While the :purohit' recites vedic 
mantras he _also directs the groom to 
throw into the fire pure ghee, tulsi leaves, 
flowers, etc. from time to time. 

Towards the close of the ceremony 
'laza homa' is performed and the bride 
takes the "saptapada" or the seven steps 
before the nuptial fire. The steps signify 
that the bride is stepping from her mother's 
lap to her new and real home, that of the 
bride~room. The most philosophical as
pect of the union of the couple is expressed 
and the marriage is regarded as complete 
when the bride's father gives away his 
daughter's hand to the bridegroom by 
detaching a prepared bunch of grass locally 
known as 'gotra kucha'. This action 
symbolises the detaching of the daughter 
from the father's gotra or clan and handing 
her over to the 'gotra' of her husband. 
From that moment the girl falls into 
the 'gotra: of her husband. 

Beliefs and practices coooected with death 

The villagers do not attribute death to 
some supernaturalism. They appear to 
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have a plain belief that it occurs from an 
attack of disease, irregularities of habits 
and lack of proper food. 

Preparing patient for death 

When it is observed that a person is 
going to breathe his last, he is taken out 
hurriedly through the main door of the 
house and kept in the courtyard with the 
head facing towards the north. 

Treatment of the dead body and its disposal 

The moment the people hear about the 
death of anyone in the village, all of them 
make for his house to console the bereaved 
family. On arrival the male persons set 
themselves for preparing the arrangements 
for the funeral. A 'changi' or bier C?f 
bamboo is prepared in which the body IS 
carried to the cremation ground by the re
latives and other male villagers. In the 
funeral the eldest, son carries fire while the 
other sons and relatives of the" deceased 
carry a '-kalah' (an earthen pitcher) con~ 
taining ghee, water, wood, etc. 

In the crematorium, a pyre is prepared 
with seven layers of wood placed iJ?- a cross
wise pattern. The dead body IS placed 
over the pyre. If it is a male, the face is 
kept downwards, the head facing towards 
the north while in the case of females, they 
are placed on their backs or with the face 
upwards. The eldest son or the only son 
of the dead who will perform the 'sradha' 
ceremony after moving 3 times round the 
pyre sets fire t.o it. Everything. that is 
carried along WIth the dead body ~s burnt. 
A piece of 'asthi' or charred bone IS collec
ted and taken to the house of the deceased. 
This is preserved in a bamboo pipe or 
earthen pot for use during the 'doha' and 
'sradha' ceremonies. 

Period of mourning and pollution for 
different categories of kiDS 

As is done by the Brahmins, the Nama
sudras of the village also observe a period 
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of defilement or uncleanliness of 10 days 
on the death of an adult member of a family 
provided they are all of the same blood. 
It is believed that the departed soul re
mains in the air. In order to satisfy it, 
"pindaH or offerings of boiled rice and 
milk are made from the fourth day. 
During the period of defilement, nobody 
must shave or cut the hair. On the tenth 
day a barber is engaged to cut the hair and 
shave all the members after which they 
become clean again. During the period of 
pollution the sons or the immediate des
cendants of the deceased who will have to 
perform the solemn obsequies take only 
'habish' or rice and cow-ghee with boiled 
vegetables and that also only once a day 
just before dusk, while the close relatives 
abstain from touching fish or meat. 

Ceremonies concerning death 

The funeral rites of the deceased are 
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performed according to -the Hindu customs 
on the 11th or 13th day after the death, 
by"a Brahmin priest. The ceremonies 
which are performed on the 10th day after 
the death is known as 'doha'. This is 
observed by all the castes in the village. 
It is mainly a ceremony of purification and 
in observing it everything belonging to the 
bereaved household is cleaned and washed. 
It is attended by close relatives and friends. 
The 'sradha' ceremony is performed on the 
eleventh day or thirteenth day after the 
death. In this ceremony, fore-fathers of 
the family are invoked and offerings in 
the shape of boiled rice, milk and banana 
are made to satisfy them. The villagers 
and relatives are entertained to a feast and 
with this feast, the size of which depends 
upon the economic condition of the 
family, the relatives of the deceased can 
take their usual diet. 



CHAPTER III 

ECONOMY 

Economic resources 

The core of discussion on economy is 
utilisation of resources and organisation, 
individual or collective, whereby th'ey are 
brought to human uses. In the village 
there is no collective organisation by which 
the resources are converted into goods or 
services which satisfy the wants of the 
people. Land, livestock, labour and fishing 
products constitute the main economic 
resources of the vi11age. 

which has been a secondary occupation 
of the villagers, as mentioned above, is 
now being given up by many of' them. 
The fact that this industry has been mono
polised by the 'mahaldars' (lessees) is 
also greatly responsible for this. The 
adult members engage themselves in ser
vice, daily labour and business besides 
agriculture and fishing in order to maintain 
their families. 

Being basically cultivators by profes
sion the majority of the villagers mainta n 
cattle besides other domestic animals. 

Livestock 

Table No. 14 in the Appendix shows 
the livestock statistics in the Village. 
There are altogether 130 heads of cows anci 
bullocks owned by 33 out of the 40 familie" 
which were covered during the re-survey, 
Out of these 130 heads, 25 are milch cattle, 
the rest being all draught cattle. There 
are also 23 heads of goats. 

The economic life of the villagers is 
very simple and tends to remain stagnant 
only in the sphere of agriculture because the 
material resources and man-power are 
not properly utilised. Although agri
culture is the mainstay of the village eco
nomy, the type of economy may in fact be 
roughly classified into (1) agriculture and 
livestock, (2) fishing and (3) industry or 
trade. Recently there has been some 
trends of diversification of economy as a 
result of the poor output from agriculture 
and certain other factors. Some of these The following table shows the posses-
factors are (a) rapid spread of education, sion of milch cattle and draught cattle per 
(b) shortage of man-power for cultivation household among the 40 re-surveyed house-
and (c) growing awareness about the pros- holds belonging to the different commu-
peet of town-life, etc. Consequently, fishing nities in the village 

Name of the Caste 

Kaibartta 
Namasudra 
KaIita 
Keot 
Brahmin 

Total No. of 
households 

6 
3 
6 
1 
1 

Table No.9 

Possession of milch 
cattle per household 

1.1 
1.3 
1.7 
2.0 
2.0 
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Total No. of 
households 

18 
4 
9 
1 
1 

Possession of draught 
cattle per 
household 

2.6 
4.0 
2.9 

11.0 
6.0 

-------
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From the above table we can see that 
whereas the maximum possession of milch 
cattle per household is 2.0 the minimum 
of that of draught cattle is 2.6, 11.0 being 
the maximum. This shows that there is a 
preference for draught cattle over milch 
cattle due to, on the one hand, ,the necessity 
for drawing the plough and the cart, and 
the unprofitable yield of milk, etc. on the 
other hand. 

A she-goat is reared mainly for breeding 
and milking while a he-goat is sold. The 
yield of milk is very poor on account of 
lack of proper care and poor supply of 
fodder. Food given to the cattle includes 
boiled 'matimah' or paddy husk and 
'bhatormar' or thick starchy liquid drained 
out of cooked rice. Inside the shed, es
pecially at night, the cattle are also given 
straw. 

Factors influencing economic life 
in the village 

About 1,000 bighas of land belonging to 
the Basudeva Devalaya are held by the 
villagers as tenants. Some of these are 
nisfkheraj land or lands for which the 
tenants pay revenue at half rates. The 
holders of lakhiraj or revenue, free lands 
are given such lands in lieu of services 
which they render for the Devalaya during 
festivals. 

Industrialisation 

There is no scope for industrialisation 
of the village in view of the poor economic 
condition prevailing. Even if any indus
try is set up by any agency from outside the 
village the villagers have to be educated 
in industrial activities and man,agement so 
as to be able to have a hand in it. During 
the survey of the village, some weaving 
activiti~s Were seen in one household. It 
was later on learnt that such weaving had 
to be abandoned due to heavy loss. Be
longing to the fisher class, most of the 
villagers engage themselves in making cane 
and bamboo products in the shape of traps 
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of various sizes and designs for catching 
fish and, of course, they do not depend on 
outsiders for any fishing implement. 

Improvement of communications 

During the flood seasons the southern "
bank of the village remains either tempo
rarily cut off from communication or the 
latter is rendered risky. Better facilities 
either by constructing a bridge on the river 
Nakhanda or by improving the boating 
facilities will ease the difficulties of the 
villagers in crossing the river especially 
during the floods. 

Expansion of marketing facility 

At present there are two consumer 
shops in the village at Namasudrapara and 
the villagers depend mainly on these shops 
for their daily requirements. They can 
also avail of the daily market at Barpeta 
town which is only at a distance of 2 and 
half miles and weekly market at Bhala 
5 miles away. So if they can produce any
thing from the village for sale in the markets 
or if they can so raise their economic sta
tus as to have cash for buying things 
market is no great a problem as it appears 
at present. 

Expansion of source of finance 

Transaction in the shops inside the 
village is mostly on cash basis but credit is 
also allowed to a limited extent. Those whu 
catch fish mostly bart~r it either in the 
village, in the neighbouring village or in 
Barpeta town with an equivalent quantity 
of paddy, going from house to house. Such 
other villagers engaged in fishing under a 
mahaldar (lessee) on a monthly or weekly 
basis are however not beset with the pro
blem' of marketing or finance because 
the mahaldar being a wholesaler exports 
the fish caught to the market to Barpeta 
town or to other places outside. 
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Infiltration of urban influence 

In spite of the fact that this village 
is very close to Barpeta, it still remains 
backward except for very few households 
which appear to be well-to-do. Lack of 
education and low economic condition 
account for this although the villagers 
are always in touch with high-lights of 
town life. So in order to bring about 

any change on the material life of the 
people, their dire want and poverty must 
be removed and they must be given pro
per education so as to uplift them econo
mically also. 

Livelihood classes 

The following table shows the classi
fication of the villagers into workers and 
non-workers by sex and broad age-groups. 

Table No. 10 

Workers and non-workers by sex and broad age-groups 

AU-ages 

0-14 

15-34 

35-59 

60& above 

238 

108 

74 

45 

11 

134 

59 

42 

27 

6 

104 

49 

32 

18 

5 

63 

33 

26 

4 

In the table above we see that out of the 
total of 238 persons there are 63 workers all 
of whom are males. The highest frequ
ency of workers (52.38 %) belong to the 
age-group 15-34. The total number of 
non-workers is 175, almost 3 times that 
of the workers. 71 of the non-workers 
are males while 104 of them are females, 
the majority (61.71 %) being from the age
group 0-14. 

Analytical discussion on agricultural and 

non-agricultural classes 

We may discuss here about the agri
cultural and non-agricultural classes of 
the village on the basis of the informa
tion collected from the 40 househo'ds 
which were interviewed during the re
survey. 

24 

63 

33 

26 

4 

No. of households surveyed-40 

175 

108 

41 

19 

7 

71 

59 

9 

1 

2 

104 

49 

32 

18 

5 

The Kalitas and the Keots fall mainly 
in the agricultural class having agricul
ture as the only occupation. There are 
24 males and 13 females in this livelihood 
class, including dependants. 

Those of the villagers falling under 
the non-agricultural classes have agriculture 
as their subsidiary means of occupation. 
Of these, 78 males and 66 females live on 
fishing, 15 males and 16 females are engaged 
in buying and selling commodities while 
17 males and 9 females are engaged in other 
miscellaneous transactions, or are depen
dants. • 

Comparison with 1951 figures 

According to the figures collected out 
of the 40 households during the resurvey 
of the village, 37 persons belong to the 
agricultural class (including dependants) 
as against 52 in 1951. 201 persons belong 
to the non-agricultural classes (including 
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dependants) as against 431 in 1951. Out 
of these 201, 175 are engaged in fishing and 
commerce as against 388 in 1951. 

, 
OWNERSIDP OF THE ECONOMIC 

RESOURCES 

Distribution of families with reference to 
ownership of the various size-groups 

of land 

The following table shows the extent 
of the land possessed by the households in 
the village caste-wise :-

Table No. 11 

Number of land-holding families by 
size of holding. 

Extent 
(in acres) 

Below 3 

3-5 

5-8 

8-11 

11-50 

Above 50 

Total 

No. of Households surveyed-40 

! 
Caste/community and households 

I I Nama- I I 
Kaibartta sudra Kalita 

I 
Keot : Brahmin 

7 

22 4 

22 5 9 2 

From the table above we see that 22 
Kaibartta households own 3-5 acres of 
land each. Of the 5 Namasudra house
holds shown in the table one household 
possesses 5-8 acres while 4 households own 
3-5 acres each. Of the 9 Kalita 
families only one each possesses 3-5 and 
5-8 acres while 7 of them own below 3 
acres of land each. One Keot household 
possesses below 3 acres while another of the 
same community 8-11 acres. The largest 
acreage of land is of course possessed by 
the one single Brahmin household which 
is above 50 acres. The table .belaw shows 
the area under cultivatioB'~~I1o~olds 
caste-wise. 7h. -,-.--,~~ 
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Table No. 12 

Area under cultivation by caste and 
households 

No. of hOlMeholds 8urveyed_40 

I No. of households in caJte/community 
Extent . 

(in acres) I I Narna- I I 
Kaibartta sudra K.alita Keot I Brahmin 

Below 3 <4 
3-5 18 
5--8 
8-11 

11-50 
50 & above 

Total 22 s 

2 
2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

In the table above' we find that 4 Kai
bartta, 2 Kalita and 1 Keot households 
cultivate below 3 acres of land each. Those 
cultivating 3-5 acres include 18 Kaibartta, 
4 Namasudra and 2 Kalita households. 
As against these 24 households cultivating 
3-5 acres, the single Brahmin household 
cultivates in an area of 5-8 acres out of the 
total land possessed by it. The table thus 
shows clearly that the average holding of -
the majority of the households is compara
tively small which does ~t even meet the 
minimum requirement of (he family. The 
villagers therefore cannot live solely on 
agriculture. 

Partieulars of ownership of other economic 
resources 

Shri Probodh Chandra Pathak of the 
Keot community owns a press which he 
operates at Barpeta town by taking an 
industrial loan of Rs. 7,500 from the Apex 
Bank payable within 8 years. The in
come from the press is approximately 
Rs. 6.000 per annum. Before shifting to 
this village, he had been living at another 
village, Biluttarihati, one and half miles 
away when he was working as a comJ?o
sitor in a press. He has since been livmg 
in this village in order to be nearer to his 
press at Barpeta. 
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Statistical data regarding the primary 
and secondary occupations 

The following table shows the combi-

nation of different occupations of the 40 
households covered during the resurvey of 
the village. 

Table No. 13 

Combin:Hion of occupations 

No. of households surveyed-40 

'I' Total No. of 1 _________ No...:... of hous~ho~~ _____ L __ 

Main occupation I households 1 _______ Subsidiary occupatio~ gr~u~ ______ ,_ 

I Cultivation I Service Labour I Weaving I Business 
----------------1-------'----- ----1----·------

1 2 l 3 14 ·5 6 17 
--_._-----"-----------------------------------

J. Cultivation 6 1 2 1 
2. Business 5 3 

3. Service 2 2 1 
4. Fishing 26 26 

" Labour -. 
---------------------------

In the table above we find that only 6 
households have cultivation as their prima
ryoccupation out of which two are enga
ged in daily la·bour and one each in service 
and weaving as their subsidiary occupations. 
Fishjng which has been a traditional occ
upation of the Namasudras of the village 
is still found to be the principal means of 
subsistence of this people. 26 households 
are shown engaged in fishing with culti
vation as the subsidiary means of occu-
pation. . 

Occupational mobility and nature 
of changes 

Many of the villagers have resigned 
from their traditional occupations, either 
agriculture or fishing, in favour of servlce, 
business, etc. Some of the various factors 
that may account for this deviation may 
b~ stated as follows :--
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(a) poor output from agriculture ; 

(b) bottleneck in easy disposal of agri
cultural products ; 

(c) lack of facilities for fishing on a 
large scale ; 

(d) lack of capital ; 

(e) absence of any corporate sector to 
boost up their dying interest by 
helping them directly or indirectly. 

The scheduled castes who are fishermen 
by tradition have been hard hit recently 
because the income they expect to derive 
from this means of occupation is uncertain 
and varies with the different seasons, thus 
affecting adversely their economy. Ano
ther important factor affecting their liveli
hood is the entrance of wholesale contrac
tors or 'mahaldars' (lessees) who engage 
petty fishermen on wage basis. In the' 
circumstances stated above they have had 
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to take to agriculture side by side with 
fishing in an attempt to make both ends 
meet. Those engaged in agriculture also 
find life very hard because the river Na
khanda is frequented by floods every year 
which rampage their crops and other pro
perties. All these factors combine to drive 
the villagers to other activities and we 
find among them Office Assistants in the 
Government Departments at Barpeta town, 
while some others are engaged in conS~lmer 
and stationery goods.' The change in 
occupation may bring tangible results in 
the future through the gradual advance
ment of learning among them. 

Practices and seasons connected with 
agriculture 

The two main varieties of paddy culti
vated by the villagers are Ahu or early 
rice and Sali or late transplanted rice. 

Sali paddy 

Near the homesteads. small nursery 
beds (kathiatoli) are prepared and Sali 
paddy or dhan is first sown in such beds. 
These beds are ploughed and prepared by 
about the middle of March when the soil 
is well-prepared. The seeds (bidhan) 
which have been selected from the largest 
ears of the previous year's crops are sown 
broadcast over the beds. Water is sprink
led while the seeds are sown. In the 
meantime, the fields are also prepared for 
growing the seedlings. As soon as the 
soil is softened by the spring rains the 
male members start ploughing. About 4 
to 6 ploughings are required to render the 
soil suitable for growing the seedlings. 
After the third or fourth ploughing, the 
field is harrowed and little embankments 
are made dividing the whole field into seve
ral compartments for keeping water. 
After about 8 weeks the seedlings are taken 
from the nursery beds and carried in con
venient bundles to the field where they are 
planted by bundles (gushi), each of which 
contains 4 or 5 plants. Transplantation is 
done from the beginning of July to the 
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middle of September. The crops are 
ready for harvesting by the middle of 
November and the period of harvesting 
lasts up to the middle of January. In 
harvesting two women grasp a handful of 
ears of paddy and cut them off near the 
ears.The handfuls (muthis) are tied and 
exposed to the sun in the field to dry. 
When they get dried up they are carried 
home by the men. After separation the 
straw is used as fodder. After the paddy 
is brought from the field it is threshed by . 
the cattle. The grains are then passed 
through a sieve (chang1i) placed on a flat 
bamboo tray (kula) and jerked in the air. 
While falling sIc wly to the ground the 
husk gets separated from the grain. Paddy 
is stored in separate granaries or 'doolies'. 

.Ahu paddy is also cultivated in low 
lands and the procedure followed is more 
or less the same as in the case of Sali ex
cept that Ahu is not transplanted. During 
January and February ploughing generally 
starts. When the soil is ready for recei
ving the seeds the latter are sown and the 
land is again ploughed and harrowed 
so that the grain is thoroughly mixed 
with the soil. When the plants grow 
up to 6 inches harrowing is again done 
accompanied by weeding. Ahu rice is 
ready for harvesting by about the middle 
of July. 

Mustard 

For growing mustard, plain land is 
selected. Mustard is often grown in con
junction with Ahu. The alluvial soil on 
the banks of the river' Nakhanda is also 
used for this purpose. After the soil is 
prepared the seeds are sown by the end 
of October. The plant is ready for up
rooting by about the middle of January. 

Jute 

In spite of the fact that cultivation of 
jute requires a considerable amount of 
time and labour, the villagers grow it be
cause it brings ready cash on the one hand, 
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while on the other hand, they require 
jute for their own use also. Only. the 
surplus quantity of jute is sold in the mar
ket. Jute plants become mature for 
cutting during August and September. 
The leaves are stripped, tied in bundles 
and kept in water for about 30 days. After 

be used for domestic purposes or for sale 
in the market if there be any surplus quan
tity. 

Agricultural produce and disposal 

that a handful of stems are taken and moved The following table shows the agri-
violently to and fro in water during which cultural produce in the case of the 40 house-
process the fibres qome out of the stems. holds resurveyed and how they utilise 
The fibres thus separated are dried to the produce :-

Table No. 14 

-Agricultural produce and disposal 

No. of households surveyed - 40 
--------------------------------~-------... --

Name of agricultural I Quantity produced Quantity consumed I Quantity available Sale amount reali- I Remarks 
produced for sale sed (in rupees) I -------1-------------------------1- ------

I 2 3 I 4 5 6 
---------------.---------~------- .. ----------.. --

1. Paddy 1,035 mds. 995 mds. 40 mds. 400'00 
2. Vegetables 67 

" 
60 

" 7 
" 70'00 

3. Potato 9 
" 

6 
" 

3 
" 48'00 

4. Mustard seed 25 " 2 
" 

23 
" 

400'00 
5. Jute 10 " I 

" 9 " 252'00 
6. Betelnut >1< Rs. 130'00 * Rs. 130'00 
7. Sugarcane 2 mds. 2 mds. 

-~ .. ----------------- ------ ------------ - ----- .-
* in terns of rupees. 

In the table above we find that out 
of 1,035 maunds of paddy produced, 995 
maunds are consumed and only 40 maunds 
are available for sale. Only 7 maunds 
and 3 maunds of vegetables and potato 
respectively are available for sale. This 
shows that the greater quantity of paddy, 
vegetables and potato produced is con
sumed by the households themselves. On 
the other hand most of the mustard seeds 
and jute are sold, 23 maunds in the case 
of the former and 9 maunds in the case 
of the latter. Betelnut and sugarcane are 
consumed by the households and nothing 
is available for sale. 

Agricultural implements- Nangal 

Simple and primitive implements are 
still in use and modern ones are not found 
yet. The plough (nangal) is made locally 
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with mango, sal or any other hard wood. 
It consists of a handle and a body both 
of which are usually in a single piece. 
The other components include the pole 
which joins it with the yoke. The latter 
is a piece of wood fastened by ropes with 
pegs affixed to it at right angles so that 
it does not slide from the neck of the 
bullocks. '- The ploughshare is usually the 
only metal accessory of a plough and 
is generally purchased or sometimes made 
locally. A pair of bullocks are yoked 
together to the plough. 

Moi 

The harrow (moi) is generally a bamboo 
ladder about 8 to 10 feet in length on which 
a man stands as it is drawn across the' field. 
It is used to crush clods of earth turned up 
by the plough before sowing. 
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Kodal 

The h~e (kodal) is used for dressing the 
surface soIl as well as for making embank
ments and such other operations in the 
field. It is very simple in design consisting 
of two parts, an iron blade and a handle 
or shaft. The blade is usually purchased 
from the market. 

Kachi 

.Reaping i.s done with a sickle (kachi) 
which IS a pIece of blade shaped like the 
half-moon with a serrated edge attached 
to the wooden handle. 

Technique 
/ 

It is reported that the Gram Sevak 
from the Barpeta Development Block 
Keotkuchi. has held demonstrations in th~ 
village regarding the Japanese method of 
cultivation. The villagers. however, are 
not inclined to adopt this new method 
because it requires time and labour and 
they find that their age-old method of 
tilling the soil is still good for them. There 
is also no improvement in the method of 
irrigation. 

The Block mentioned above has been 
helping the villagers in the shape of im
proved seeds, manure" pesticides etc. from 
time to time, in order to improve their 
agriculture. According to the information 
supplied by (he office of the said Block the 
following were supplied to the villagers : 

(1) Improved seeds-

(a) Ahu paddy seeds: -7 mds. 

(b) Potato seeds --1 md. 

(2) Pesticides 

(a) Sprayers -·3 

(b) Pesticides -2,000 lbs. 

(3) Manur~ -21 mds. 5srs. 
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It was not however possible to obtain 
information how the villagers were bene
fited by the above supplies from the Block 
or how their agriculture has improved. 

Organisation of manpower 

The field activities involving labour such 
as ploughing, harrowing and preparing the 
seed-beds, etc. in the early stage of paddy 
cultivation are carried by the male mem
bers. However, the household women 
also have their part to play and help their 
men by supplying the mid-day meals or 
tiffins. During the transplantation opera
tion, the male members carry the seedlings 
(kathias) to the fields while the women help 
in the plantation. Both the male and 
female members join in harvesting but 
threshing is done by men exclusively. 

Practices connected with fishing 

The river Nakhanda provides most of 
the fishing grounds although fishing is also 
done in the beels and ponds near the Village. 
Some of the villagers do theL own fishing 
while the rest are engaged in fishing by the 
mahaldars (lessees) who have purchased 
the fishing grounds either in the ponds 
beels or certain areas of the river Nakhanda 
during the annual auctions. Nobody 
rears fishes in the village. 

Fishing implements 

A number of description of the imple
ments commonly used by the villagers for 
catching fishes is given below :-

Trapping (chorha) 

For catching fishes in the streams or 
shallow waters near the village, traps are 
usually used. 'Chorha' is a fishing basket 
commonly used by all the households. It 
is pre~ared out of a single piece of bam
boo pIpe, one end of which is split and 
woven with loose bamboo. splits to form 
a tubulous structure with an elongated 
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closed stump near the open end of the 
tubular basket. There is a small slit 
through which a long bamboo pole may be 
inserted. 'Chorha' is used only by men. 

Chepa 

These are traps like baskets having one 
or two valves which are either hand-opera
ted or fitted with automatic arrangements. 
These are also woven with split bamboo, 
having a conical shape. These instruments 
are placed in such a way that fislles coming 
against and along with the current of the 
t"-Iater get into the trap through the valves 
but cannot come out. 

Dod 

This is a special type of trap made of 
thin bamboo sticks tied together with cane 
strings in the shape of a rectangular box. 
It has two longer vertical sides having 
small openings one on one side and two 
in another generally although in some 
cases these openings are only one ('n each 
side. 

There are also various other types of 
cage and basket traps hand-operated as 
well as fitted with automatic devices in the· 
village. A few of them are mentioned 
below: 

Pari 

Pari is a kind of cage trap. [t is a 
peculiar type of fishing . implement made 
of thin bamboo sticks ·tied on cane strings 
into a conical shape with more or less oval 
opening. The use of this implement j s 
very simple. The current of a small river 
or stream is blocked keeping a small pas
sage as an outlet for the water. The pari 
is placed in this passage with the opening 
down-stream. The fishes moving against 
the current get into the cage and are auto
matically trapped therein. 

Polo 

Polo is another type of cage trap which 
is made of small bamboo sticks beautifully 
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woven with cane or bamboo strings having 
more or less the shape of a shuttle cock. 
It has an opening on both the sides. The 
top opening is just like the mouth of an 
earthen pitcher. Generally the male per
sons use this type of trap. The usc is 
very simple. It is confined to muddy 
places and sometime in shallow waters 
where it is simply thrust into the water 
being held near the top mouth. When 
there is some indication of the presence of 
fishes it is held tight against the mud and 
the fish is caught bare-handed from the top 
opening. 

Jakoi 

Jakoi is a triangular basket operated 
by women. It is made of split bamboo 
having a triangular shape with a handle. 
This is also generally used in shallow waters 
of a stream or river and the operation is 
also very simple. It is simply plunged into 
the water against the current and then rai
sed quickly with a jerk so that small fishes, 
if any, are caught thereby. A twig of a 
leafy plant is sometimes put in it. It is 
then plunged into the bed of a river or a 
streamlet facing against the current. A 
person using it would then go a little dis
tance upstream and disturb the water in a 
sportive way to frighten and drive out the 
fries and small fishes into the Jakoi. 

Nets 

Fishermen also use various types of 
nets (jat) hand-operated as well as having 
automatic arrangements. Most of the 
hand-operated nets do not have bamboo 
frames. 

Asarajal 

It is a type of hand-operated net having 
sinkers at the edges. When it is thrown 
into the water the sinkers spread in a circle. 
This kind of cast net is known as 'asarajal'. 

Langijal 

This is the local term for a dip net. 
It is almost triangular in shape and three 
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of its sides are tied to bamboo poles. The 
two sides forming an acute angle are sup~ 
ported on the gunwale of a boat or attached 
to a fixed bamboo pole. This is used in 
a river or water~logged area. 

Parnijal 

This is another kind of dip net. Two 
bamboo poles are fixed cross-wise and 
the four sides of this net are tied together. 

Kawai-htngijal 

Kawai-Iangijal is one of the various forms 
of automatic nets having floats on the 
upper edges when they are stretched across 
the current of a stream. It is used es~ 
pecially for catching Koi fish (. anavas 
testudineus ) in shallow waters and in 
paddy fields during the rains. 

Another method of catching fishes is 
by means of. piercing devices like arrows, 
harpoons, fish gorges, etc. These, however, 
are not seen in the village except spears. 
commonly known as 'jowar'. 

Jowar 

Jowar consists of three parts, an· iron 
head point, a body made of bamboo ·and 
. the shaft. It is used in beels when a fish 
floats. It· is darted with as much force 
and speed as possible against a fish 
in order to hit and catch it. 

Hooks 

Angling with hooks (barashi) is the 
most common method resorted to by all 
sections of the villagers especially the boys. 
Hooks in use are the usual small curve 
hard steel wires with barbed points attached 
to a string known as the line. The line 
with a hook is again tied with one end 
of a fishing rod. This method is locally 
known as 'barashi'. A fish is lured with 
the help of a bait attached to the hook 
and when it swallows the bait, an indi-
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cation is given on the surface of the water 
by a float and then the rod and the line 
are pulled away along with the fish. 

Organisation of work groups 

It was reported that during the reign 
of Raja Siva Singha the Barphukan of 
Lower Assam made a grant of some lands 
along with two beels known as the Katak
toli and Saru beels for the maintenance 
of the Basudeva Devalaya. It was due 
to this grant that the villagers have since 
been able to earn a livelihood out of fishing 
in these two beels by paying simply a 
nominal tax to the Devalaya management. 
Although fishing used to be conducted 
in groups organised by the villagers, every
one has a share which he or she has the 
right to sell to anybody or to any fishing 
agent. In recent years, however. the vill-

.. age fishermen· have been compelled to 

. work under the. mahaldars (contractors) 
who have monopolised the fishing rights 
by virtue of. their capacity to purchase 
the fishing areas or the fish mahals at 
the highest bid at the time of auction. The 
villagers working. thus under the contrac
tors on a monthly or weekly basis have a 
poor income. During off-season they 
have also to look for other means of live
lihood because during such time the mahal
dars are not· in a position to employ all of 

. them. The fishing 'areas in the Chaulkhowa 
river also are managed by the mahal
dars. On account _of the unproportionate 
labour-outturn, capaCity this industry is 
losing its popularity amongst the villagers. 
This accounts for the fact that we find a 
trend of change in the traditional economy 
among the Namasudras and the Kaibarttas. 

. Marketing 

The fishes collected are sent to different 
important towns in the neighbourhood 
like Barpeta, Nalbari, Rangia and even 
up to Gauhati where they are distributed 
to the agents of the mahaldars. In the 
case of those who resort to fishing as a sub
sidiary occupation and fish independently 
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in the nearby streams, rivers and ponds 
during seasonal off-times when cultivation 
is over, the products are sold:in the market 
directly or are taken from house to house 
and sold on barter system. Generally a 
certain quantity of paddy is exchanged 
with fish. Fishes are also dried and sold 
in the local shops. 

Bamboo and cane works 

Bamboo and cane works are found in 
the households and almost all the families 
in· the village, as in other villages, are self
sufficient in bamboo and cane materials 
required for their domestic use. The rural 
people themselves make different varieties 
of materials, required for the whole year, 
during leisure hours and agricultural off
seasons. The main articles made for 
domestic requirements are dhari, pati, 
japi, murha, daIa, chalani and fishing bas
kets such as chepa, jakoi, khaloi, polo, etc. 
It was observed tliat these articles are 
made mainly for meeting the household re
quirements. 

There is no particular caste in the Assam 
Valley which runs this industry from the 
view point of occupational nature of the 
caste. The Namasudras of this village 
runs this type of.work only to have enough 
articles for their own use, but not on a 

. commercial basis. 

The products 

The villagers manufacture a variety of 
articles like mats, baskets of various sizes 
.and shapes, winnowing trays, sieves, japis 
and various types of fishing implements. 
Japi has a special significance being asso
ciated with the cultural tradition of the 
Assamese-speaking people. Like the 'japi' 
which has an important bearing on their 
social and cultural tradition, the other 
articles also reflect their custom and tradi
tion as can be observed in their day-to-day 
life. A few of the products made by the 
villagers are described below : 
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Sieve (cbalani) 

This is of a round shape, woven with 
fine bamboo strips with open spaces 
bteween the different strips as required 
for different purposes. The diameter of 
the chalani varies generally from one and 
half ft. to three and half ft. It is used 
for sieving rice, paddy, etc. . 

Winnowing fan 

The winnowing fan known as 'kula' 
is prepared out of thin, flat bamboo strips 
in different sizes and shapes for winnowing 
purposes. A twilled design known as 'ma
nmor' in Assamese is used in making a 
'kula.' 

Kharahi 

This is also made of fine bamboo sp
lits. It is used for washing rice, etc. It 
is woven in plain or square form brt at 
the time of final stitching with cane strips 
it is bent round. 

Duknla or tnknri 
The design of a tukuri is exactly like 

that of a 'kharahi', only the size and process 
in making differing. The required shape 
of a tukuri is given by the twilled process 
although the numbers of warps and wefts 
used vary slightly during the process of 
making. The last stage of the work is 
the stitching of the edge, using a few flat 
bamboo strips, with the help of flexible 
cane slips. \ 

Dala or bamboo tray 
This is made of flexible bamboo slips 

in twilled design. Its shape is more 
or less like a disc while the size varies accor
ding to the purpose for which it is meant. 
The edge of the 'dala' is also stitched like 
that of a tukuri. ' 

These are only a few of the articles 
that the villagers generally make for their 
domestic use. Besides these, a few of the 
fishing implements particularly baskets have 
been described in the paragraphs on fishing. 
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Handloom weaving 

Handloom weaving is it traditional 
feature in the Assamese households and 
every Assamese househpld is supposed to 
be equipped with at least one loom. Every 
Assamese woman is also expected to know 
the art of weaving. Among the rural com
munities, dexterity in weaving is still an 
~sential qualification for a marriageable 
gIrl to attract the groom. A girl is not 
generally accepted by the groom unless she 
knows how to weave well. Formerly it 
was rare to find a family without a loom 
which is as dear to an Assamese maiden 
as herself and such a girl would engage 
herself, mind and soul, in the art 
whenever she is off from her main 
o~cupatio~. The. traditional folk songs 
stdl remam as eVIdence that this art and 
industry has a close relation with the social 
life of the people. Below is given a few 
lines of the folk song :-

"Bargharat kandile make bapeke" 
(in the main house weep the parents) 

"moralat kandile bhani" 
(the sister weeps in the guest house) 

"barir pisar phale kande tator sale" 
(in the backyard weeps the loom) 

"aide ok biya dibor suni" 
(hearing that the aideo will be getting 
married) 

('Aideo' is a word of endearment for a 
daughter). 

The above folk song shows that the 
people are very conscious about the exis
tence of the loom. It is unthinkable to 
them to separate the loom from the house 
and its belongings. 

This !n~ustry exists ~n the village 
although It IS confined mamly to the in
tiividual households. The weavers weave 
only for meeting the requirements of the 
members of the family. 
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It ~ay be said that the people realise 
the Importance of the commercial 
establishments because one household in 
the village has established a factory with 
several fly-shuttle looms. This establish
men.t was set up by the household's own 
ca:pI~al. The main products are bed-sheets, 
shutmgs, bedcovers, dhotis, chaddars, table 
cloths, etc. The rest of the households still 
stick to their age-old method of weaving 
on out-dated looms. This may be attri
buted to the lack of technical knowledge 
and paucity of funds. 

Except the fly shuttles found in one 
household. the loom found to be commonly 
used by the villagers consists of 4 stout 
posts fixed in the ground in such a 
way. as to make a rectangle about 5 ft. 
10 m. x 2 ft. 6 in. or 177.8 X 7.62 
ems. These are joined together at the top 
by cross bamboo bars. An arrangement 
is ~ade in the 100m with the help of two 
sohd wooden bars fixed horizontally on 
~oth sides of the loom to the warp. There 
IS also an arrangement by which the whole 
group of wefts can be made to pass through 
the open spaces between the lifted warps 
and the dormant ones. As soon as the 
lifted warps are released, the space closes 
up as they fall back and the weft falls auto
mat.ically into the weaving process. The 
deVICe that performs this function is known 
as the heddle. There are two heddles in 
the loom, one of which is passed under 
every alternate warp. The remaining warps 
~re.tied to the second heddle. By alternately 
hftmg each heddle the particular group of 
warps are lifted while weaving. The weft 
is passed through the gap .by 'means of a 
wooden shut~le (makoe). The weft is pressed 
securely agamst the woven material with 
the help. of a comb. The other weaving 
accessones are (1) ugha, (2) sereki, (3) rash, 
(4) makoe, (5) beam (6) jator, etc. 

Warping 

Wa!ping is the pre-stage of weaving. 
For thIS process yarn is reeled into many 
ughas (reeling implements). Next, two posts 
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about 21 ft. high are fixed vertically at 
a distance equivalent to the length of the 
cloth required. For this process two or 
three ladies are engaged. One. generally 
sits near the second post to put the warped 
yarn in proper order in' the post. The first 
one starts warping by passing the ends of 
threads from all the . ughas 'betw~en the 
holes of karni (hand creel)' and tying them 
with the first post.: The, first lady ,then 
taking the'hand creel with the thread goes 
from the first post to the. second,' repeating 
the process in the opposite direction. This 
is an old process which is still practised by 
the villagers. 

Denting 

After warping is completed, the warped 
threads are arranged in the reels of the 
required counts in order. 

Drafting 

After drafting is done the warp is made 
ready for the 100m. 

Colouring 

For producing coloured cloths, , the 
weavers generally purchase' coloured yam 
from the market.' , ,. 

Raw material 

The raw materials are. mainly cotton 
and Eri yarn. Eri weaving requires great 
skill on the part of weavers compared with 
cotton weaving.. For that' reason Eri 
weaving is practised only by a limited 
number of households. Rearing of Eri is 
also not known to . thein. ' 

Though norfl1.ally. yarn is purchased 
from the markets,. spinning is also done, by 
women who are seen manufacturing twine 
with the help of the moot, prinutive type of 
spindle. The latter consists of a long narrow 
stick with a pottery collar piece near one 
end to regulate the thread. A rough string of 
fibre wound several times round the spindle 
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and held taut with the left hand is slowly 
twisted and simultaneously wound round 
the spindle which is spun with the right 
hand. ' Several spinnings are needed to 
produce an even thread of a uniform count. 

Indebtedness 

. Table No. 21 in the Appendix shows the 
indebtedness in the village by annual house
hold income 'and, number of households. 
According to this table, 19 of the house
holds arein debt Out of these 19 only one 
b_ousehold is in the income group Rs. 
301~600,. while, in' the income groups of 
Rs.' 601~900, 90I~1,200 and Rs. 1,201 
and above' we find 6,5 & 7 households 
respectively. Judging from the percen
tages' of : the households in debts to the 
total number of. households in each of 
the income groups, we find that all 
the households shown in the smallest 
income group are in debt while we get 
37.5 %, 38.5 % and 70 % respectively of 
such in the other income groups. Except 
the one household in the income 
group of Rs. 301-600, indebtedness seems 
to increase with the increase of the amount 
of income per' hou,sehold. In respect of the 
average indebtedn~ss' per household also, 
indebtedness seems to vary directly with 
the increase of income. We thus find an 
average amount of, indebtedness of 
Rs. 50, Rs. 245.83, Rs. 400 and Rs. 2,600 
in the income' groups of Rs. 301-600, Rs. 
601-900, Rs. 901-1,200 and Rs. 1,201 and 
above respectively. The total number of 
l()ans taken l?y the households from diffe
rent sources is 21 .. Out of these, 3 loans 
are taken from Government, the amount 
being Rs. 1,200 at a rate of interest varying 
from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 per cent per annum. 15 
loans were borrowed from private money 
lenders. Of this amount borrowed from 
private money lenders Rs. 500 taken by 
one household bears interest at a rate of 
uptQ Rs., 4 %. per ,annum. Rs. 1,250 re
presenting 4 loans, bears interest at Rs. 
'9-12 % per annum while Rs. 125 taken by 
one household runs at the rate of interest 
of Rs. 13 to 15 % per annum. Rs. 10,050 
taken by 9 loanees carries an interest of 
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Rs. 16-20% per annum which is therefore 
!bund to be the highest rate of interest 
prevailing in the village. Of the amount of 
loans taken from the Apex Bank by three 
loanees, Rs. 7,500 bears an interest of 4 % 
and below per annum while the remaining 
amount of Rs. 1,100.00taken by two loanees 
carries an interest of Rs. 4-6 % per annum. 

The following table shows the purpose, 
amount and number of households involved 
in debt in the village : 

Table No. 15 

Indebtedness by cause, amount of debt 
and number of households in debt 

Cause debt households I 
Amount of I Number of 

in debt 

(8) To start busine3s Rs. 8,200.00 2 

(b) For marriage ceremony 
" 900.00 2 

(c) To maintain the family 
" 

2,275.00 10 

(d) To buy bullocks 200.00 1 

(e) For house construction 
and marriage ceremony 

" 
8,000.00 

. (f) To buy bullocks and to 
maintain the family " 

1,000.00 

(g) Medical treatment, to buy 
bullocks and to maintain 
the family " 

1,000.00 1 

(h) Medical treatment " 
150.00 

-----_._--
We can see in the table above that 

only a negligible portion of the total amount 
of indebtedness of the village is spent for 
marriage ceremonies (Rs. 900+part of Rs. 
8,000). The bulk of the amount borrowed 
seems to be for application for undertakings 

35 

which appear to be more or less productive 
or for bridging the economically dark 
period in the life cycle of the households. 

Co-operative Society 

.' The local co-operative society is known 
as 'Nasatra Gaonlia Bank'. It was regis
tered in 1957. The society operates within 
the village area with the purpose of provid
ing loans to the villagers to improve their 
agriculture. The total membership of the 
society was found to be at one time 37. 
All the members received loans for agricul
tural improvement out of the amount which 
was also borrowed from the Co-operative 
Apex Bank. The members applied 
for the amount for improving their 
agriculture but according to them they 
received nothing in return as floods brought 
about complete disaster to the agricultural 
crops during the years succeeding the re
ceipt of the loans. An amount of Rs. 
7,300.00 was reported to be outstanding. 
The last audit report showed that the 
society was running at a loss. It was repor
ted to be defunct during the period of 
survey of the village. 

Composition of the board of 
management 

The working committee consists of a 
president, a secretary, and a few members. 
In the meetings of the working committee 
all the members and the shareholders 
attend and take part in its deliberations. 
From 1957, the working committee used 
to meet annually but no meeting was 
held since 1960. The following statement 
shows the particulars about the society :-
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Income 

Table No. 19 in the Appendix shows 
the annual household income by main 
occupation and source of income. 

From the table mentioned above we 
can see that cultivation, service, labour, 
business and fishing are the main sources 
of income in which 6,2,1,5 and 26 house
holds are respectively engaged. Those 
having cultivation as the main occupation 
supplement their subsistence by resorting 
to other subsidiary occupations like service, 
labour and weaving. It may be seen that 
out of the 6 households h(\ving cultivation 
as the main occupation, two are in the 
income group of Rs. 601-900, 1 in the 
income group of Rs. 901-1,200 and 3 in 
the income group of Rs. 1,201 and above. 
The total income of these 6 households 
comes to Rs. 6,955 including that from 
subsidiary occupations. 

There are only 2 households with service 
as the main occupation. The head and one 
member of one of these two households 
are engaged in teaching in the Middle 
English, School, while that of the other as 
'Piyada' (process server) in the Barpeta 
court. Cultivation and business (groceteria) 
are their subsidiary occupations. Taking 
into consideration their main occupation and 
subsidiary occupations, these two house
holds fall in the income group of Rs. 1,201 
and above, their total income being Rs. 
4,326 including that from subsidiary occu
pations. 

Only one household is engaged in labour 
as the main occupation without any subsi
diary occupation, its income being Rs. 700. 

Those engaged in business as their main 
occupation are found in 5 households, 
having cultivation as their subsidiary occu
pation. But the income from cultivation 
is very insignificant constituting only 1.70,% 
of the total income. 
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Fishing caters to the majority of the 
households and we find 26 of them practis
ing fishing as their main occupation with 
cultivation to augment their income. The 
total income of this group of persons is 
Rs. 25,230 including the income from culti
vation which is Rs. 7,326. 

In comparison with other households 
falling in different occupation groups, the 
26 households having fishing as their main 
occupation seem to be far better in so far 
as their income is concerned. This 
should rather encourage the people to take 
to fishing as their main occupation in their 
spare time in order to augment their income. 
The facility of having a river within easy 
reach should encourage the people to rely 
on this occupation although we find that 
other households do not take up this occupa
tion and resort to cultivation or weaving as 
their subsidiary occupations. We also 
find that in some households the members 
pursue different occupations, which pro
bably help to improve their economic condi
tion. 

Expenditure 

Table No. 20 in the Appendix shows the 
average annual expenditure per household 
of income groups and occupation by castel 
community. 

. For the purpose of studying the ex
penditure pattern of the villagers, th~y are 
grouped into 5 groups according to the 
main occupations or sources of income 
namely, fishing, cultivation, business, ser
vice and labour. They are further divided 
into 4 groups according to the amount of 
annual income. 

From this table we find that all the 26 
households engaged in fishing incurred 
expenditure for foodstuffs, the average on 
this item per household being Rs. 569.23 
or 43.84 % of the total expenditure of tbis 
group. Those of this group having an in
come between Rs. 301-600 spend Rs. 450 
per household on this item. Those with an 
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income of Rs. 610-900 spend Rs. 520.80 per 
household and those having Rs. 901-1,200, 
Rs. 572.73 while those with an income 
above Rs. 1,200 incur an average expendi
ture of Rs. 900 on this item. All these 26 
households also incur an expenditure 
on fuel, the average per household being 
Rs. 188.70 and the percentage of expendi
ture on this item to the total expenditure of 
these 26 households is 14.19. The expendi
ture on this item by the different income 
groups increases from one group to another. 
Thus we find a difference of Rs. 55 in the 
average expenditure incurred per household 
among the households falling in the first 
and second income groups, Rs. 20.45 in 
that of those falling in the second and third 
groups and Rs. 14.55 in that of those falling 
in the third and fourth groups. 

It is found that 23 out of the 26 house
holds of this group incur an average ex
penditure of Rs. 113.30 per household or 
7.58~% of the total expenditure on house 
repair. The average expenditure of Rs. 100 
in the first income group increases by Rs. 
1.36 in the second group, Rs. 23.33 in the 
third group and Rs. 17.50 in the fourth 
group. 

9 out of 26 households of this group 
ircur an expenditure for domestic animals 
also, the average being Rs. 16.67 or 0.44 % 
of the total expenditure of the whole group. 

All the households in this group have 
also to pay land revenue. The average 
payment per household is Rs. 12.69 and 
the percentage of the total expenditure on 
this item to the total expenditure of the 
whole group is 0.98 %. 

18 out of 26 households spend also for 
education. The fact that only 18 households 
were recorded to incur expenditure on 
education shows that the remaining house
holds in the group have no children reading 
in schools. The average expenditure of 
these 18 households is Rs. 103.34 or 5.51 % 
of the total expenditure of the group. In 
respect of this. item of expenditure no 
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household falling in the first income group 
is shown. while the average expenditure of 
Rs. 78.57 in the second income group rises 
to Rs. 106.65 in the third and Rs. 175.00 
in the last income group. 

For medical treatment, 12 out of 26 
households incur an expenditure of Rs. 
95.42 each or 3.39 % of the total expendi
ture of the group. Each household spends 
Rs. 77.50 on this item in the second group, 
Rs. 106.67 in the third group and Rs. 
97.50 in the fourth income group. 

Over and above these, all the house
holds have other items of expenditure. The 
average expenditure per household on other 
items is Rs. 312.30 or 24.06 % of the total 
expenditure of the group. 

Besides the above regular items of 
expenditure, other occasional items of ex
penditure which are of an irregular nature 
were also recorded. 

Let us now consider the expenditure 
pattern of the 6 households having cultiva
tion as their main source of income. They 
spend 42.08 % of the total expenditure 
on foodstuffs. The average expenditure 
on this item is Rs. 550.00 by those of the 
first income group, Rs. 700.00 by those in 
the second income group and Rs. 833.33 
by those in the third group. 

5 out of the 6 incur expenditure on fuel, 
the total being 6.56 % of the total expendi
ture of the group. 4 out of these 6 spend 
5.28 % for house repairing. 3 households 
spend Rs. 106.66 or 3.13 % for maintaining 
domestic animals. 5 out of the 6 house
holds pay land revenue at an average of 
Rs. 15.65, the total being 0.76 % of the 
total expenditure of the 6 households. 
3 out of 6 households spend Rs. 800 or 
7.83 % of the total expenditure of the 
whole group on education. Out of these 3, 
one household in the income group of 
Rs. 601-900 incurs Rs. 50 on this item while 
the average expenditure of the two house
holds belonging to the highest income 
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group is Rs. 375. The expenditure incurred 
by 4 out of the 6 households for medical 
treatment is 6.46 % of the total expenditure 
of the group. 3 of these 4 households fall 
in the highest income group and one in 
the next lower income group. The average 
expenditure in the former group is Rs. 180 
and that in the latter Rs. 120. All the 6 
households have also other types of ex
penditure with an average of Rs. 475 each, 
the total expenditure on such items being 
27.89% of the total expenditure. 

Apart from the above expenditure on 
the above items, irregular expenditure for 
items like house construction and marriage 
are also recorded separately as in'the table. 

We now come to the next group of 5 
households having business as their main 
occupation. The total expenditure of this 
group on foodstuffs is 42.74 % of the total 
expenditure. The average expenditure 
according to income groups is as follows : 
Rs. 700 in the income group of Rs. 601-900 ; 
Rs. 400 in the group Rs. 901-1,200 and 
Rs. 933.33 in the income group of Rs. 1,201 
and above. 3 households of the highest 
income group spend an average of Rs. 
93.33 each on fuel. The expenditure on 
this item is 3.07 % of the total expenditure 
of the group. Expenditure incurred by 4 
out of the 5 households for repairing their 
houses during the year of survey is 14.69 % 
of the total expenditure of all the house
holds. One household spends Rs. 100 for 
. maintaining domestic animals, which re
presents 1.09 % of the total expenditure. 
The percentage of land revenue which is 
paid by all the households is 0.16 % of the 
total expenditure of the group. 

The percentage of the tot~l expenditure 
on education to the total expenditure of the 
group is 7.02 %. Here it may be mentioned 
that only 3 households spend for this item 
and all these 3 households fall in the 
highest income group. 4 out of the 5 house
holds spend an average of Rs. 162.50 on 
medical treatment, the total amount spent 
being 7.12% of the total expenditure. 
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The average expenditure incurred by 
each of the 5 households on other items 
unspecified is Rs. 440, the percentage of 
the total expenditure on such items to that 
on all the previous items being 24.11. The 
expenditure on irregular items are recorded 
separately. 

The two households belonging to the 
occupation group service and falling in 
the highest income group incur an average 
expenditure of Rs. 950 on food-stuff and 
the total expenditure on this item is. 38.85 % 
of the total expenditure. The I average 
expenditure on fuel is Rs. 145.00 and the 
total expenditure incurred by both the 
households on this item is 5.93 % of the 
total expenditure. One of the households 
spends Rs. 200[- for house repairing while 
the other household spends Rs. 20.00 for 
the maintenance of domestic animals. The 
percentages of expenditure on these items to 
the total expenditure are 4.09% and 0.41 % 
respectively. Each of the households spends 
an average ofRs. 15.00 or 0.61 % for land 
revenue, Rs.350.00 or 14.32 %ofthe total ex
penditure on education, Rs. 200[- or 8.18 % 
of the total expenditure for medical treat
ment and Rs. 675 or 27.61 % of the total ex
penditure for other items. The irregular ex
penditure of both the households are recor
ded separately. 

Only 1 household falls within the 
ocupation group labour. The items of 
expenditure incurred by this household are 
those on food-stuff, fuel, house repairing, 
education and others. The percenta~s of 
amounts spent on each item to the total 
amount of expenditure are 46.24 %, 11.56 %. 
4.05 %, 3.07 %, and 34.68 % respectively. 
The total amount of regular expenditure 
incurred by this household during the year 
of survey is Rs. 865.00. This household 
has other irregular expenditure also besides 
these. 

Judging from the average expendi
ture per household on food-stuffs, the 
households having service as the main 
occupation spend the highest amount, follo
wed by households having business, culti-
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vation, fishing and labour as the main 
occupations respectively. As far as incur
ring of expenditure for education and 
medical treatment is concerned, house-
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holds having service as the main occupa
tion rank first, followed by households 
having cultivation, business, fishing and 
labour as the main occupations respectively. 



CHAPTER IV 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

Intra-family relationship 

The intra-family relationship among the 
villagers seems to be harmonious. The 
head of the household is the father and as 
long as he is alive, he alone exercises autho
rity in all family matters. He bears immense 
love and affection for his encumbrances. 
Every adult member of the household has 
a sense of duty and devotes his or her time 
and energy towards the betterment of the 
family and contribute in their respective 
capacities to the growth of its economy. 
The cognate members are bound with a 
strong tie of love and affection. Their 
relationship superficially appears to be sen
timental but actually it goes deep into their 
usages and practices. The father or the 
guardian exercises his able guidance to his 
children so as to educate them in various 
:fields such as in the technique of fishing and 
household works like basketry, etc. while 
the mother is responsible for training the 
girls in the kitchen duties as well as in 
weavin~. 

As long as the father is alive and no son 
of his has a family of his own, the villagers 
seem to prefer to live in what appears to 
be a simple type of family. But when the 
sons marry and when the members of the 
family extend, separation generally takes 
place. Consequently, the father distributes 
his belongings amongst the sons when the 
latter assume the responsibility of earning 
and maintaining their own families. But 

even after such splitting up of the families, 
a strong tie of relationship exists among the 
relatives and they participate in each other's 
social and religious obligations and equally 
share the occasions of griefs and enjoyments 
of one another. 

The senior male and female members 
receive due reverence from all the junior 
members. The in-coming members like 
daughters-in-law of the house occupy a 
place of reverence and the younger brothers 
and sisters of their husbands respect them 
as their mothers-. The children regard the 
parents as their paramounts and make 
obeisance to them for their blessings in all 
social, religious and auspicious occasions. 

Nowadays the rules of avoidance have 
been relaxed and apply slightly only in the 
case of the relationship between a man 
and his younger brother's wife and vice 
versa between which direct or free conversa
tion generally does not take place as among 
the other members of the family. 

The normal life of the villagers shows 
that the intra-family relationship is main
tained by a strong sense of solidarity. 
There may of course be occasions when 
this tranquil life of the villagers is disturbed 
by a section of the village community who 
become easily irritated when their interest 
is slightly affected. Even this pugnacious 



SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

habit also cannot jeopardise permanently 
the harmonic relationship and as soon as 
tempers cool down normalcy is again 
restored. 

Inheritance of property 

The villagers follow the Hindu law with 
regard to inheritance of property. The 
family being patriarchal, the right of in
heritance of property passes in the male 
line, always from the father to the sons. 
The laws of primogeniture and ultimogeni
ture do not apply in normal cases and hence 
property is equally distributed amongst all 
the sons. Daughters inherit property only 
when a person dies without any son. 

. Leisure and recreation 

The villagers have their own leisure and 
recreation in their day to day life to a 
certain extent. During the working season 
in summer the people have to gather two 
crops and store fodder and fuel besides 
other articles of domestic requirements in 
which all persons irrespective of age and 
sex who can lend a helping hand are busy 
like bees. During winter however they 
have ample leisure at their disposal. The 
elderly villagers usually ~ssemble in the 
'namghar' where they recite 'narnkirtap.s'. 
In order to while away their leisure hours, 
the villagers, young and old alike, play 
various games of cards. The teen-agers 
play different games which are described 
below. 

Khopi 

Khopi is a game of pice. Each of the 
players throws a pice into a small round 
hole called 'khopi,' dug out for the purpose 
in the ground, from a certain fixed position. 
One whose pice stays nearest to the hole 
claims the first turn while the distances 
between the pice and the hole in the ground 
decide the turns of different players. Turns 
thus decided, an equal number of coins 
from each of the players is collected. 
The person having the first turn throws 
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all the coins thus collected into the 
hole. Such of the coins as fall inside the 
hole are claimed and pocketed by him. 
Next he has to strike a particular pice lying 
outside the hole with a stone piece and if 
he succeeds in striking it, he claims the 
entire balance also. If, however, he strikes 
wrong pice he has to pay one more by 
way of penalty. The second player will 
then try and the game goes on until all the 
players have their turns or the coins collec
ted are exhausted. 

Hao 

This is a favourite game among the 
young folk. It is played between two 
parties of ten to twelve each. Each party 
takes its stand in a row against a line. The 
game starts when a player from one party 
lea ves his row and rushes towards the 
opponents with a broken sound holding 
his breath. He has to touch an opponent 
while he is still holding his breath and 
return to his home party. If he succeeds 
in doing that the opponent touched will 
be out. If, however, he is caught hold 
of by the opponent and changes his breath 
before reaching the starting point, he will 
be out and excluded from the party. 

-Hataguti 

Another game played by them is known 
as 'hataguti'. This consists of two sticks, 
one shorter, about 4 inches in length while. 
the otherlonger, about 12 inches. A small 
hole is dug in the ground in such a way 
that the shorter stick can be placed hori
zontally with a portion of it ouside the 
hole. The exposed end is then hammered 
with the other stick and while in the air 
it is sent to a distant place by beating it 
with the same stick. A count is made 
of the distance between the hole and the 
place where the small piece falls, the longer 
piece being the unit. The player Who 
gets the maximum count wins the game. 

Football is also a favourite game among 
the villagers of all ages. They form teams 
among themselves and participate in games 
outside the village also. 
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The little girls are fond of playing with 
dolls. They themselves make the dolls out 
of pieces of cloths, dress them like men and 
women and. arrange marriages between 
them forming two parties as of the bride
groom and of the bride. 

Annual Cycle of Festivals 
Bibu 

Since time immemorial, the Assamese 
people, irrespective of sex, caste and creed, 
have been observing the. 'Bihu' as the 
national festival in the traditional manner. 
There are three 'bihus' in a year namely, the 
Bohag Bihu, Mag Bihu and I}:ati Bihu. 

Bohag Bihu or Rongali Bihu 

Out of these three, the Bohag Bihu, also 
known as Rongali Bihu, is celebrated with 
due eclat with the advent of the Assamese 
New Year, which is in mid-April. The 
festival generally continues for some 
days. 

The last day of the month of Chaitra, 
that is the day of Uruka or Bihu Eve, is 
in other words called the day of Garu 
Bihu-Bihu for cattle. It is so called be
cause it is devoted mainly to cattle welfare. 
The remaining days of the week are known 
as Manuh Bihu or Bihu for men. 

On the Garu Bihu Day, the cattle are 
rubbed with turmeric and matikalai pastes 
along with mustard oil before they are 
washed. They are then taken to a nearby 
pond or river where they are given a nice 
wash· by the villagers collectively. After 
washing, the cattle are struck with pieces 
of gourd and brinjal specially brought for 
this purpose on a three-pronged bamboo 
stick. This is accompanied by the following 
recitation by the cowherds :-

"Take gourd, take brinjal, 
Grow more from year to year, 
Your mother is small, father is small, 
May you be a larger one." 

In the evening a fire is lighted with straw 
in front of the entrance to the cowshed. 
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When the cattle return home in the evening, 
they are welcomed by striking them with 
small branches of the dighloti and ma
khiyati plants. They are also given a new 
pagha (rope). 

On the first Manuh Bihu day all the 
household members take bath. The junior 
members bow down before the senior 
members as a sign of respect to the latter. 
The female members of the family present 
'bihuwan' (bihu present) to the male mem
bers of the house as well as to friepds and 
relatives. The people do not generally 
take rice in the day time on this day, but 
instead enjoy various items prepared at 
home out of powdered rice, atta, etc. Curd 
and cream are the two common things 
that are generally taken on this day along 
with other foods. From the second day 
of Bihu the people start visiting friends and 
relatives and the whole period is one of 
feasting, dancing and other merriments. 

Folk dances and songs displayed by 
the village young folk during the Bihu 
are known as 'husari'. The instrumental 
music is provided by the 'dhol' (small drum) 
the 'pepa' (flute of buffalo horn) and the 
'toka' (an indigenous musical gadget made 
by splitting a bamboo piece about 2 feet 
long in the middle). The party pays a door 
to door visit while it is in turn honoured 
with gifts of cash, gua pan (betelhut and 
leaf) and sometimes with Bihuwan (bihu 
presents). The 'husari' party also bless the 
members of the family visited for theit: 
welfare. At the end of the festival the 
collection made by them is utilised for the 
village welfare and for community feasting. 

A few words regarding the Bihu folk 
songs and dances may help to enhance the 
beauty of this note. Nowadays the Bihu 
dance and songs have lost the significant 
characteristics of their origin. The inner 
meaning of the Bihu dances is to bring out 
the young drunken minds of men and 
Women intoxicated with love and a desire 
for sex union. We can call it a 'dance of 
courtship' also because the Bihu dance 
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fosters a feeling of attachment and love in 
the heart of young boys and girls. Formerly 
both boys and girls used to dance together 
in the 'husari' party without any restriction. 
But now this practice is prevalent only to 
some extent in the interior villages of Upper 
Assam and among the tribal people like 
the Miris and the Kacharis. Though co
dancing is not found among the villagers, 
the Bihu songs which are composed by the 
'husari' party still relate to the expression 
of their feelings and desire of their beloved, 
for example :-

"1 cannot fix my mind at home) my love 
Neither at field too 
Like the carded cotton it likes to float 
about." 

These lines suggest that with the 
approach of the Bihu, the minds of the 
young people cannot concentrate in their 
works. They float like the teased cotton in 
the air and long to dance or sing with their 
beloved in the Bihu toli (Bihu stadium). 

"I can leave the Dikhow river, dear, 
I can leave the river Janji too, 
I can go on without food 
I cannot leave the thoughts of you." 

The river Dikhow and Janji are dear to 
every Assamese living on their fertile banks 
but they can yet be forgotten for the sake 
of the dearest one. A lover can go on with
out food but is not ready to forget his 
beloved. 

"I shall be a duck and swim in your lake, 
I shall be a pigeon and droop on your 
roof, 
I shall take birth as a flea 
And shall fly on your cheek". 

The Bihu songs are composed mostly 
in couplets and most of the themes of -the 
songs have simple love appeal and a 
beautiful reference to the natural bestowal 
of the Almighty. The songs are the essen
tial part of the Bihu dances. 
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Magh or Bhogali Bihu 

This is the second important Bihu ob
served by all the Assamese-speaking peo
ple. It is celebrated after the harvest is 
collected. Bonfires and social gatherings 
and feasts mark the observance of this 
festival and for that reason it may be called 
the 'harvest home'. Most of the rituals 
of Magh Bihu are observed before fire. 
The bonfire of various offerings made to 
fire along with chanting of mantras before 
'agni' (god of fire) are some of the items 
which stand out as evidences to show that 
this festival is originated from the early 
fire-worship festival. On the occasion of 
the Magh Bihu tne people enjoy various 
types of foods prepared out of newly har
vested crops. 

The Magh Bihu festival begins from 
the last day of the month of Paus (Middle 
of January) but the actual festival day 
is the first of Magh (Middle of January). 
The last day of the month of Paus is known 
as Uruka or Bihu Eve. On the Uruka day 
the villagers artange at night a community 
feast in the open field in a temporary 
house constructed for the purpose known 
as 'bhela ghar'. The boys spend the night 
inside the 'bhela ghar' and dance, sing 
and enjoy other merriments. Wood is 
collected and even stolen for arranging 
a bonfire that night. Next morning, 
after taking bath, the boys light the 
bonfire called 'meji' kept ready for the 
purpose. Various mantras are also chanted 
while fruits are offered to the fire in the 
name of the god 'agni'. In the day time all 
the members of the family enjoy the various 
items of food prepared out of new rice. 
In the afternoon, the boys play various 
kinds of games. 

Kati Bihu or Kongali Bihu 

This is the third Bihu and is observed 
with less importance, It comes off on the 
last day of Ashwina or Ahina (Mid 
October). At this time neither are the 



NASATRA 

new crops ready for harvesting nor is the 
previous harvest still sufficient in the gra
nary. The people are therefore reminded of 
the scarcity of food during this festival. 
Prayers offered to God for a better harvest 
is naturally the main significance of this 
festival. Along with this, the people also 
pray in the 'namghar', illuminate their 
houses and paddy fields. In each house
hold where the festival is observed and 
where the Tulsi plant is adored, lights are 
also kept near it. 

Mohoho 

This is a kind of folk festival observed 
mostly by the rural people of the Kamrup 
District including those of this village. 
Nowadays it is not celebrated on a wide 
scale. This festival falls on the full-moon 
night on the month of Agrahayana or Agho
na (mid-November to mid-December). In 
the evening young men of the village gather 
and visit every house each of them carrying 
two bamboo sticks in their hands. In the 
courtyard of each household one boy from 
the party stands in one place holding his 
sticks perpendicular on the ground and 
recites the following rhyme : 

"0 Hari, bring sticks to drive the 
mosquitoes". Then he speaks for the 
mosquito as saying "I am dead ........ " 
and so on. While moving from house to 
house the boy who renders the recitation 
produces a musical sound with his two sticks 
by striking them one against another. 

The Mohoho song has no specific 
meaning and is not well-versed. The mo
ment the singing and dancing is over, the 
Mohoho party blesses the family while the 
latter in turn offers some cash payment to 
them. When the festival is over, the 
Mohoho party enjoys a feast with the 
collections. 

The festivals discussed above are more 
social in character and there is little religious 
significance in them in the true sense of the 
term. All the religious ceremonies com-
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monly 0 bserved by the 'Mahapurushia' 
are also observed by the villagers and 
almost all of them attend the festivals 
like the Janmastami, Dol Jatra, Tithis 
of Mahapurush Sri Sankardeva and 
Madhavdeva etc. 

Folk songs and dances 

The Bihu which consists of the famous 
Assamese folk songs and dances has been 
described in previous pages. Apart from 
the Bihu s the Assamese girls are very fond 
of singing folk songs like the 'bianam' 
(marriage songs), 'ainam' (a song which is 
sung when one is attacked by pox), ballads, 
folk tales and nursery rhymes. 

Bianam 

Bianam or marriage songs are com
posed by women folk and Dr. Prafulla 
Dutta Goswami in his book "Folk Litera
tures of Assam" writes thus, "An Assa
mese marriage is a musical marriage". 
At every stage of the celebration, from the 
early negotiations to the end, women sing 
appropriate songs. The women folk who 
sing the 'bianam' are known as "namatis" 
and they always have a leader who leads the 
songs while the others follow. The 'nama
tis' describe the beauty of the bride or the 
bridegroom when they are bathed in an 
altar in sacred water and when he or she 
sits among the companions. They also 
greet the groom when the girl is ritually 
offered to him. On that occasion they 
express their emotional feelings through 
'nam' (marriage songs) and bring about 
an atmosphere of melancholy that exists 
when their affectionate girl friend parts 
away from them. 

There are different kinds of 'bianam' 
sung at the different stages of a marriage 
ceremony. One of them is known as 
'khijagit' in Lower Assam and 'joranam' 
(teasing songs) in Upper Assam. These 
songs create a humorous situation and are 
therefore sung for fun's sake. As they 
are composed extempore by the veteran 
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according to the situation, they become 
almost meaningless there being no 
coherence of thought in them. In the 
process of extemporisation, fancy some
times assumes such a nature that all 
kinds of things tend to get mixed up. 

Generally these teasing songs are sung' 
when the bridegroom arrives at the bride's 
place and the marriage ceremony is in pro
gress. On such an occasion, the 'nama
tis' of both the parties sit separately and 
participate iri the singsong, III the course 
of which, if the bridegroom's party makes 
remark upon the bride or the 'namatis' 
of the bride's party in order to extol the 
excellencies of the groom or his party, the 
'namatis' of the bride not tolerating the in
sult meted out to them immediately make 
proper retorts. These exchanges of 'khija
git' from both the parties end in great 
humour. The relatives and friends of 
the bride and of the groom also generally 
become targets of such humours. 

Ainam or Pox song 

'Ainam' is a type of song which the 
women folk have learnt from generation to 
generation and are still in vogue. It mani
fests the same tenderness and refinement 
as the 'bianam'. These songs are sung by 
the elderly women of the village in any 
house when there is an attack of measles 
or small pox on anyone or more than one 
of the inmates. 

For anyone who would like to go fur
ther into the subject, mention must be 
made regarding 'nam' (religious songs) 
sung by both the sexes in the village on 
every religious occasion. On such occa~ 
sions they assemble inside the 'namghar' 
and after the religious functions are over, 
this item follows. When any individual 
family. performs some religious function in 
the village, the villagers perform ·nam 
prasanga' (special hymns) on request. 

Nursery rhymes 

A lullaby is known as 'nichukani git' 
In Assamese. At dusk, the big drum in 
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the 'namghar' is beaten to announce the 
time for evening prayer. On hearing the 
sound of the drum, the mother teaches 
her child to fold its palms together and lift 
them near the forehead. When this is 
done, the mother hums in undertone a 
'nichukani 'git' so that the child can go to 
sleep soundly. 

Religion 

History of the Devalaya 

In the olden days Raja Judhisthira 
performed the 'Rajsuya Jagya·. When 
Raja Judhisthira happened to meet Lord 
Krishna, he asked him, "Lord, when have 
I met you, what other images need I to 
worship? Let me touch your feet and 
perform the Jagya".' Lord Krishna re
plied, "Do you know brother Jud isthira 
that in your 'jagya' many kings will parti
cipate ? The devotees would not tolerate 
the non-devotees. So by placing order to 
Lord Biswakarma a life-like image of mine 
will be idolised. You place that idol in 
the altar of 'jagya' and celebrate". In 
pursuance of that order an image of Basu
deva was idolised by Lord Biswakarma and 
after the performance of the 'jagya' the 
image of Basudeva was blessed by Judhi~ 
sthira and by Lord Jogonnath (Baranasi). 
Mter many decades had passed, the monk 
Sambarnath from Jagannath prayed for 
permission to allow him to place the idol 
in the altar of the temple of worship. He 
dreamt that he would receive the permis
sion and afterwards erected a temple in 
the southern corner of Baranasi where 
he placed the idol of Basudeva after 
shifting it from its previous place at 
Jagannath. After many decades had 
elapsed, when Puramarthana started the 
campaign of destroying Hindu temples and 
images, the Basudeva temple was 
kept hidden under the bed of the river 
Brahmaputra through spiritual power. 
Afterwards it was again kept under the 
Ratanpur tank of Barbhag Pargana for 



NASATRA 

some years. During the reign of Shri 
Nara Narayan and Sila Rai, a Brahmin 
was told in a dream that the Basudeva 
temple was lying there and he was asked 
to restore it from there and worship it. 
Accordingly the king, with the help of the 
Brahmin and others, restored the image and 
re-established it at Takirkuchi at Barpeta. 
The king donated 13 ~puras' of land to the 
Brahmin who was alsol engaged as the 
chief worshipper. 

During the Ahom rule in Assam, the 
then Raja Rajk.howa of Puthiakuth, on 
hearing about the. divine power· of the 
image, went there and prayed for his promo
tion to the rank of Barphukan at Gauhati 
promising before the image that he would 
establish satras and temples if his desire 
would be fulfilled. His prayer was gran
ted but he forgot his promises made before 
the image of Basudeva. At his death bed 
he reconciled his promises made earlier 
before the image by disclosing it to his 
successors and advising them to fulfill the 
same. Later during the reign of Siva Singba, 

. the younger Duara Barphukan of Kama
rupa asked the Kath Chaudhury to supply 
him with some men and· two wishes, the 
Brahmin boys. In accordance with his 
Kath Choudhury brought Raghunandan 
Chakravarty, the son of the then 
Mahanta of Paranasatra, and in due course 
he was designated as the Medhi and em
powered to perform all the religious func
tions of the temple. The same Barphukan 
one day went to the temple to pay homage 
to the idol of Basudeva and when he found 
the image lying without proper care he 
removed it to Narwa with the king's per
mission. However, the image was again 
brought back and replaced in its original 
position on account of objection :raised by 
the Nao-baisya Phukan. When the 
latter came away as the Barphukan of 
Gauhati he authorised Raghunandan to 
manage the affairs of the temple offering 
hereditary rights on his lineage for the said 
purpose. 

(Translated from the Parakat of the Basu
deva Devalaya). 
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Architecture 

The original design and construction of 
the Basudeva Devalaya is seen only in the 
"bhaj-ghar" where the idol of the Lord 
Basudeva is placed. It is called the 'bhaj~ 
ghar' because the roof bends like the hump 
of an ass. The walls of the 'bhaj-ghar' are 
made of brick-like materials which are 
very thick. Only the main do~r is made 
of wooden planks bearing beautiful engra~ 
vings. The door connects the 'bhaj-ghar' 
with the main hall of the Devalaya. The 

- hall is. an open rectangular construction 
with a verandah on all the four sides. The 
front walls and the main doors in it are also 
beautifully engraved with pictures of images 
depicting. the various Hindu mythological 
objects. The workmanship of this house 
has a great affinity with that of the Barpeta 
'Kirtan-ghar'. It is reported that the main 
hall of the Basudeva Devalaya was cons
tructed by local experts. 

Management and control 
The chief officer styled as 'doloi' of all 

the devalayas or temples of Assam is selec-
.. ted from the 'bordeuris'. There is how

ever no such system for election of doloi
ship in the case of the Basudeva Devalaya. 
A little discussion about the functions and 

... privileges of various temple offices in the 
other parts of the district may help us to 
examine the. system prevailing in the Basu
deva Devalaya compared with that found 
in other temples or devalayas. 

The .. affairs of a temple are run by the 
chief officer known as 'doloi' along with a 
number of 'bordeuris' or worshippers and a 
staff of various professions and castes. 
The office of the 'doloi', unless expressedly 
specified in the deed of grants to be here
ditary, is not so. The other office bearers 
from the 'bordeuris' down to t1lle lowest 
menials however enjoy this prIvilege. 
The right of appointment to the office of 
the 'doloi' is the exclusive privilege of the 
class of officers known as 'bordeuris' and 
no outsider in any circumstance can be 
admitted to this post. 
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Front vie'v of the Basudeva Devalaya 

" .. In this roofed platform the image of Basudeva IS kept 
\\Then Doljatra is performed 



," 

The entrance tl) the Basudeva Deva laya 
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During the Ahom rule, the appoint
ment and dismissal of a 'doloi, were vested 
with the king or his representative but when 
a vacancy occurred, naturally or casually, 
he was bound to select the best successor 
from among the 'bordeuris'. In all the 
large temples, the 'doloi' was associated 
with a second office bearer called "seva 
chulau" who was appointed by the ruling 
party and was also removable from office 
only by the same authority. The appoint
ment to this office was, however, not a 
monopoly of the 'bordeuris' but was open 
to persons of all castes of Hindus. 

All the officers of the temple were 
subordinated to a divisional officer known 
as 'satria barua' who was appointed directly 
by the 'barphukan' or the King's represen
tative. His duties were to see that. the 
proceeds of the endowments were applied 
to their legitimate uses, that the daily and 
periodical 'sarvedas ~. were duly performed 
and that the temples were kept in good 
repairs. 

The 'doloi' exercised revenue and civil 
functions over his 'paiks' (ordinary soldiers 
and tenants) subject to the rigl,lt of appeal 
against his orders to -the officers of the 
State. In case of intestacy in respect of 
the 'paiks' and tenants, both the movable 
and immovable pro'perties escheated . to 
the temple. He was also allowed· a: cer
tain percentage of the collection besides 
the service land which he was allowed to 
hold as a 'bordeuri' of the temple. 

The 'seva chulau' is the doloi's personal 
assistant dealing with all matters connected 
with land revenue. 

The 'bordeuris' received revenue-free 
lands in consideration of their services and 
were required to render such services in 
return for a stated period not exceeding 
three months in a year. 

Basudeva Devalaya and the Government 

It is stated that in the year 1639 Sak 
during the reign of Raja Siva Singha, the 
Barphukan of Lower Assam made a grant 

of certain lands along with two beels 
(fisheries) known as Kataktuli and Saru 
heels for the maintenance of the Basudeva 
Devalaya and appointed his great~grand
father Raghunandan Chakravarty. as the 
hereditary 'medhi' of the temple with rights 
of exclusive management of the endow
ment from generation to generatiop ; ~~at 
when the country came under the BrItish 
Government, his uncles Sridhar and Gauri 
Kanta Sarma had his grant duly confirmed 
by the special court (vide decree dated the 
5th December, 1840); that on their death 
the succession devolved upon the plaintiff; 
that ever since his succession to the office, 
the management of the endowment proper
ties had been in his exclusive charge (rele
vant facts extracted from the proceedings 
in the court of the Subdivisional Officer 
of Barpeta with the power of Munsiff
regular suit No. 213 of 1885 : Plaintiff.
Shri Gangadhar Sarma on behalf of Shri 
Basudeva temple versus Brikamchaya 
Baisya, Baya Charal and others - third 
party : Subdivisional Officer and Munsiff -
Babu Fatik Ch. Baruah). 

A copy of the 'parakakat' of the Basu
deva Devalaya reveals that the following 
was the arrangement of the office bearers of 
the Devalaya during the rule of the Ahoms. 
During 1667 Sak, in pursuance of the order 
of Shri Deka Jana Barua Phukan, the then 
junior majumdar, Shri Jagata Nanda, fixed 
up the following office bearers and menials 
for the management of the Basudeva Deva
laya :-

Brahmin group - consisted of : 
Officials No. of persons 
Thakur - (priest) 
Patra - (helper) 
Gita pathak - (for chanting from Gita) 
Sahashra nampath - (recitation of nam) 
Sankha, Ghonta bowa - (player of 

sankha and bell) 
Chowardhara (one who holds a 

kind of fan) 
Bhog randhani (cook) 

1 
3 
5 
1 

1 

1 
1 

--------
Total:- 1~ 
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Paik or attendants - from the Sudra caste-

Officials No. of persons 

Bhandari (treasurer) 1 
Khatowal (revenue in charge) 2 
Dhooliya (one who beats the drum) 2 
Oayan (a party of instrumentalists) 3 
Thai sara (cleaner) 1 
Khola sara (cleaner of the inner 1 
portion of the temple) 
Dhopia jali (one who lights the 1 

candle) 
Baree chowa (garden keeper) 1 
Oaru rakhiya (cattle keeper) , 1 
Bashi kar dhani (blowers of flutes) ! 
Gitordhani (leader of the singers) ! 
Soru Saria (supplier of plantain 

leaf) ! 

The ratio of personal attendants who are 
to attend the officers during their visit to 
the temple are as shown below : 

For the Borphukan 
For the Hazarika 
For the Thakur 
For the Barshogi 
For t)le Thakala 
For the Kumar 

Note : 1 =4 persons 
.'. i=I person 

1 
1 
1 
t 
1 
1 

The present arrangement of the workers 
of the Basudeva Devalaya is as given below: 

1. One Pujari (chief worshipper)
his function is to attend to the daily affairs 
of the Devalaya. He receives Rs. 25/
per month and a share of the offerings made 
to the image by the villagers from the 
Satradhikar of the Basudeva Devalaya. 

2. One Paladhara (cleaner of the main 
house )-he is from the KaIita caste and 
receives Rs. 25/- per month. 

3. One Kathimucha (lady cleaner)-she 
is also from the Kalita caste and receives 
Rs. 5/- per month. 
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4. Deori (distributor of offerings 
made to the image). He is also from the 
Kalita caste. He does not receive any 
pay but is maintained by being given a 
share of the daily offerings made to the 
image by the villagers. 

Nature of religious activities 

In Chapter I it has been mentioned 
that the Barpeta town is the seat of the 
'Mahapurushia' sect of the Hindu religion, 
the followers of Vaisnavism forming the 
majority. At present there seems to be 
no prejudice between the theologies of 
either sect, Vaisnava and Sakta', and the 
people belonging to one sect are found to be 
associated in religious performances with 
those of the other. 

The Basudeva Devalaya of this village 
may be said to be an exceptional religious 
institution in the sense that it allows scope 
for both sects of Hindus to worship. 

. Only the chief brahmin, is entitled to per
form the daily, religious duties of the 
'namghar' like giving bath to the idol, 
offering :of 'bhog' or food items, lighting 
the candles, chanting of 'mantras', etc. He 
acts as the go-between through whom the 
villagers make v~rious. offerings to Basu
deva. ' Inside the big hall which is linked 
with the. temple there is a big 'ashana' 
(a special drawing made on the floor, 
sitting in front of which the 'mahapurushia' 
can offer 'nam-kirtans' or prayers). The 
main deity of worship here is Vishnu or 
Basudeva which has a great affinity with 
Vaisnavism. It should be noted that 
worshipping of the Sakti cult is forbidden 
in this temple. 

The important aspects of the annual 
cycle of festivals held in this temple are the 
Janmastami and the Dol Jatra. The 
villagers extend their helping hands at the 
time of the observance of arty festival here. 
Moreover, each head of the household has 
specific voluntary services to perform in 
the 'namghar' during such times. 
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This p':'cture symbolises the Peepul and the Bat 01' 

Banyan trees in the bond of marriage - a peculiar 
concept found in the village. 
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A . vie'w of the Namghar at Namasudrapara 
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Concept of tree as symbolic god or goddess 

The concept of the tree as the symbolic 
god or goddess provides an interesting 
aspect of religion observed by the people 
in this village. This however is no ground 
on which we can draw any conclusion that 
the villagers are tree worshippers regarding 
the tree as symbolic god or that they want 
to identify the tree as the Hindu god or 
goddess through the process of syncretism. 

The idea first originated in the mind of 
late Shrijukta Jayanti Priya Devi', grand
mother of Shri Dinanath Go swami , the . 
Satradhikar. It was she who started the 
celebration of the marriage of one Ahat 
or Peepul tree (ficus religiosa) and a bitt 
or banyan tree (ficus bengalensis) which 
she herself planted in the corner of the 
village. The Ahat tree is considered to be 
of the male species while the Bat, female. 
Lord Krishna is identified in the former 
while Radha, Krishna's wife, is recognised 
in the latter. . 

Once during her life-tiine, late Shrijukta 
Jayanti Priya Devi celebrated the marriage 
between the two trees signifying the union 
between Lord Krishna and his wife, Radha. 
On that occasion both the trees were nicely 
decorated with golden ornaments also, 
different marriage customs were gone into, 
and people from different places all around 
were invited and entertained. 

Some years back the Bat tree unfortuna
tely died but another seedling has been 
replanted ~y . Shri Dinanath. Goswami 'Yho 
is also thmklllg of celebratmg a marnage 
between the two trees as soon as possible. 

Namghar in the Namasudrapara 

There is another 'namghar' in the Nama
sudrapara which serves the purpose of those 
living in that 'para' in which they perform 
all the 'namkirtans' (prayers). For look
ing after the 'namghar' a 'deori' is selected 
from amongst the devotees of this 'nam
ghar', His main duty consists of some 
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sundry jobs for the purpose of maintenance 
of the 'namghar'. It is his duty also to 
distribute the 'prasad' (offerings to the 
deity) amongst the devotees. 

Village administration 

Although the villagers live in two 
different hamlets one of which is known as 
Namasudrapara, the village as a whole 
functions in fact as a compact unit being 
known as Nasatra. Apart from the. ter
ritorial diviSion into two hamlets no faction 
of any sort was reported arising from the 
inhabitants of either hamlet of the village. 

A slight difference can however be 
noticed between them. The N amasudra
para is inhabited mostly by the Scheduled 
Castes people who, being so, prefer to have 
their own organisations in social, religious 
and day-to-day life, being under the im
pact of some inferiority complex. Nothing 
in concrete appearance however is seen 
about this feeling of casteism but the fact 
remains that it will require sometime to 
bring about- complete integration, mostly 
em01io'tlal, amongst them for the present. 
Although the common religious institu· 
tion is within their easy reach, the inhabi
tants of Namasudrapara maintain a 'nam
ghar' of their own. This fact however 
does not leave one to think that the diffe· 
rent castes living in the two different Hus· 
ters do not Iliingle . amongst themselves. 
In fact on all occasions of the village weI· 
fare and community life, they all lend a 
helping hand and on such occasions, the 
difference in society finds no place. 

In economic life the villagers do not 
depend on others but try to maintain them
selves as far as possible with the sweat of 
their brow. Whenever an occasion occurs 
that the villagers should work as a whole, 
all of them co-operate. under the direction 
of the leading men of the village. In 
seeking employment for one's livelihood, 
however, it is up to one's own effort. The 
villagers also help each other in times of 
need on a voluntary basis. They carry 
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out various household duties with their 
own labour and derive the benefit of their 
own efforts. 

There is no particular channel for dea
ling with outside agencies but the villagers 
find out their own ways according to neces
sities. Except for the services in respect of 
the Satradhikarship of the Basudeva 
Devalaya which are hereditary in character, 
there is no other similar service which can 
be· inherited traditionally. 

The institutions like the village library, 
co-operative society, etc. are the common 
estates of the villagers which are accessible 
to all of them for services and facilities. 

People from the village as well as from 
outside join hands in aU religious perfor
mances in the 'namghar' and the Basudeva 
Devalaya, the two religious institutions 
which help to maintain a strong tie of 
fellow-feeling and love among them. These 
two institutions influence not only the reli
gious life of the people but they also form 
the source of social impact because during 
the days of religious occasions people of 
all sections from different parts also have 
an occasion to meet each other and so 
social interchange takes place. There 
appears to be no feeling of rivalry regarding 
the possession, utilisation and management 
of these institutions because all the people 
have a great regard for their smooth main
tenance and they also have faith and confi
dence on the persons whom they have en
trusted with the responsibility of looking 
after the ir affairs. 

Village council 

The village council locally known as 
'gaonlia mael' consists of the 'didhar' 
(presiding officer), a secretary and a trea
surer. It decides petty disputes arising 
amongst the different households and castes 
amicably and commands the respect of the 
villagers who invariably accept and comply 
with its decision. Although old in pattern, 
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this committee functions efficiently in rela
tion to the social life of the people for many 
decades. 

Functions of the office bearers 
The functioning head of the organisa

tion is the 'didhar' who is nominated by 
the villagers. The 'didhar' acts as the 
magistrate of the court. He hears a 
case and examines witnesses of both the 
parties. After the hearing is. ~ver, h~ con
sults the villagers who partIcIpate 1ll the 
council and awards the decree of the 'mae!' 
which is taken as final. Cases are submit-

·ted to him first by the partie& on receip! of 
which he calls for the 'mael'. He receIves 
50 paise as fees during the days of the 'mae!'. 
The secretary maintains the records of all 
the cases tried in the 'gaonlia mael' while 
the treasurer has the duty and responsibility 
of maintaining the accounts of the fund of 
the 'mael'. The fund is constituted by penal
ties imposed on the accused parties. 

VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 
Library 

The village library named Basudev 
Library was established in 1959 by the 
co-operative efforts of the villagers. Its 
main object is to provide scope to the 
villagers for reading different books, maga
zines, newspapers, etc. so t.hat they. can 
widen their knowledge. A radIO set receIved 
as grant from the Government is a great 
attraction to the villagers and whenever 
they are. free they listen to th~ broadc~sts 
which gIve them up-to-date mformation. 
All of them can become members of the 
library. 

How constructed 

Timber was obtained free of royalty 
from the Government Reserved Forests. 
Collections from among the villagers were 
made for purchasing corrugated iron sheets, 
bricks and other materials. The fish-mahal
dar contributed the major portion. Masons 
and - carpenters were employed without 
payment during the construction while .all 
the villagers also volunteered labour dunng 
the construction. 
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How financed 
Every marriage party within the village 

must contribute one rupee towards the 
library fund. The villagers also contribute 
to the fund when special occasions arise. 

Equipments 

Their library is still in a formative stage. 
The book section was started with a dona
tion made by two prominent leaders of the 
Village. This is gradually augmented by 
purchases from the library fund. It still 
lacks good equipment which can attract 
and engage the village young men. 

Office bearers 
At present two young students reading 

in the Barpeta College are running the 
library as secretaries. When an acting 
secretary leaves the job, one from among 
the students is selected as a substitute by 
the villagers. 

FAMILY PLANNING 

Attached to the Civil Hospital of Bar
peta town at a distance of only 2 miles and 
a half from the village is a Family Planning 
Clinic which is thus within easy reach of the 
villagers as well. 

The common villagers do not seem to 
have a clear idea about family planning and 
its value in their social life. It therefore 
rests with the various government agencies 
to introduce this idea into the village mind. 
It may therefore take time before the impact 
of family planning can be felt among the 
villagers. . 

The heads of the 79 households were 
interviewed during the first survey regarding 
their attitudes towards family planning. 
The table below gives an idea of the result:-

Table No. 18 

Caste/Community 

Persons desiring more children. duration 
of marriage being 

Persons desiring no more children. duration 
of marriage being 

Over 16-20 11-15 6-10 
20 years years years years 

1. Kaibartta 14 19 17 

2. Namasudra 1 1 3 

3. Kalita 2 8 

4. Keot 1 

S. Brahmin 

We can see from the table above that 
the idea of having more children diminishes 

5 years Over 16-20 11-15 6-10 5 years 
or less 20 years years years years or less 

S3 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

with the increase in the duration of marriage 
and vice versa. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

From the re-survey of forty hbuseholds, 
it was seen that 65 % of the people of Nasa
tra live by fishing although they may also 
be engaged in agriculture as a secondary 
occupation. The river Nakhanda with its 
recurring annual floods and erosion may 
therefore be the cause of sorrow to the 
agriculturists, but to those who live by 
fishing, it is also a blessing. Along with 
the floods come numerous varieties of 
fishes ; and even for agriculture, the river 
brings silt which may improve cultivation 
provided that the floods do not come at 
a wrong time, such as October or so when 
the paddy is already growing big and al
_most ready for fruition. So the people of 
Nasatra have learnt to live with the river 
Nakhanda which is both a blessing for 
many and a curse for many of them. How
ever, as small fishermen are being replaced 
by mahaldars or lessees of the fisheries, and 
many of them have to work only as day 
labourers for the mahaldars, a sense of 
insecurity prevails in the village. Flood 
protection works are therefore necessary so 
that the people may depend more on agri
culture. 

There is only one shop in the village, 
and that too at some distance from the 

river. That shows that no one dare build 
any permanent or semi-permanent structure 
near the river due to its swirling currents 
when in spate and its tendency to eat up 
anything near the river. 

We have seen that the village is divided 
into two parts or paras. The inhabitants 
of Namasudrapara seem to have a pattern 
of living of their own and prefer to be left 
to themselves in society. However, when 
it comes to the affairs of the village as a 
whole, all of them, from both the 'paras' 
offer voluntary services and forget their 
petty differences on account of caste and 
hamlet. The inhabitants of both the paras 
of the village enjoy equally the same facili
ties provided by the village library, co
operative society, the village council and 
such other village common institutions. 
They are treated with equal respect and all 
the facilities and opportunities available 
are open to them. The village council, true 
to its tradition, does not condemn a villager 
simply for the fact that he comes from a 
particular part of the village or that he 
belongs to a particular caste. 
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Annaprasana 
Ashana 
Asthi 
Banbati } 
Bati 
Balti 
Bhawoa 

Bhatormar 
Bianam 
Bidban 
Bibuwan 

Bihu 
Chaki 
Changli 
Changi 
Chilim 
Choraghar 
Churi 
Dekchi 
Devalaya 
Dhamni 
Didhar 
Dooli 
Doloi 
Gazi 

Garubat 
Ganak 
Ghati 
Gilas 
Gaonliamael 
Gotra 
Gomotha 
Gua-pan 
Hata 
Homa 

APPENDIX A 

GLOSSARY 

Rice-taking ceremony of the new-born 
The seat of a deity 
The charred bone 

Different kinds of cups made of bell metal 

A bucket 
An open air theatrical performance based on themes 
of Vaishnavism 
A starchy liquid obtained of cooked rice 
Songs connected with marriage 
A seed 
An Assamese towel with designs-presented to one's 
beloved on the occasion of Bihu 
The Assamese national festival 
An oil lamp 
A bamboo sieve 
A bier 
A cup-like product made of earth used for smoking 
A guest house 
A bangle 
An aluminium cooking pot 
A temple 
A marriage between a widow and a widower 
A presiding officer of a village council 
A granary 
The custodian of a temple 
A combined preparation of rice, sugar, pulses, banana, 
etc. offered to a deity 
Village paths used by cattle 
An astrologer, a priest 
A water pot 
A glass for drinking tea or water 
A village council 
A clan . 
A cowdung stick 
Betelnut and leaf 
A ladle 
A fire specially lit by religious sanction for purifioatio. 
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Jalpan 
Kahi 
:Kalah 
}i(artoB 

Kathiatoli 
Kerahi 
Khatia 

Khar 
Kula 
Lota 
Madar 

Mahapurushia 
Mama 
Matimah 
Mahaldar 
Namghar 
Nam-prasanga 
Para 
Payash 
Pitha 
Pinda 
Purohit 
Rashi 
Satra 
Sunga-pitha 
Tara 
Taktaposh 
Tithi 
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Tiffin 
A dish 
A pitcher 
A sharp bamboo piece used for cutting the umbilical 
cord 
A nursery bed 
A pan made of iron 
A cot used as bedstead having a platform woven with 
coir rope 
Calcium carbonate 
A bamboo tray 
A water jug 
A kind of tree belonging to a particular species (cala-

tropis) 
A section of Vaishnavites-followers of Shri Sankaidev 
Maternal uncle 
,A variety of pulse (phasulus mungo v. radiatus) 
A' lessee 
A place of religious congregation 
Special hymns 
Particular locality 
A preparation of rice boiled in milk and sugar 
A rice cake ' 
Offerings made to the dead 
A professional brahmin 
A star at birth 
A religious estate 
Rice cake prepared in bamboo pipes 
A particular tree (alpinia allughus)-elephant feed 
Wooden platform with four legs used as bedstead 
An auspicious day according to the almanac 
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APPENDIX B 

TABLES 

TABLE NO.1 

SIZE AND COMPOSmON OF THE HOUSEHOLDS 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

------___ -----' -Single member 

Total No. 
of 

Households 

1 

40 

-_ 
.. 

... :2. 
00 

o~ ~ zg ~ ::I: 

-2 3 

J a 
Jl! 

4 

Two fu Three Four to 
members 

.. -8 :sa 
"'0 '0] 0,<:1 

~ . ., 
~ 

. ., 
~g ~g ~ 

ll: ~ f;L, ::t: 

--5 6 7 8 

5 7 5 19 

TABLE NO.2 

Six members Seven to Nine 
members 

.. 
'0 ... -

~ 0] "" ., 
~ ] o~ ~ <a 

Zo ! :::s ~ ll: ~ 

-9 10 11 12 13 -
48 43 13 61 38 

,POPULATION BY BROAD AGE.GROUPS, SEX AND CASTE/COMMUNITY 

---Ten members and 
above -

-8 
'0] ! .0 

~ o~ 9 Zo 'iii 
::t: )1 

'" -14 15 16 

3 18 18 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

- --
Caste/Community Sex Total of 0-14 15-24 25-59 60 and above 

all ages 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 - --- --
Males 63 33 8 22 

1. Kaibartta Females S4 28 l3 3 
Total 117 61 8 45 3 

Males 24 10 6 6 2 
2. Namasudra Females 19 10 3 5 1 

Total 43 20 9 11 3 

Males 32 9 7 13 3 

3. Kalita Females 21 5 6 9 1 

Total 53 14 13 22 4 

Males 8 1 2 4 1 
4. Keot Females 7 5 2 

Total 15 6 2 6 

Males 7 6 1 
5. Brahmin Females 3 1 1 1 

Total 10 7 1 2 

-

S9 



TABLE NO.3 

POPULATION BY BROAD AGE-GROUPS, SEX AND MARITAL STATUS 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDSSURVEYED~ 

- ----------
Total Population Never Married Married Widowed 

Age-Groups 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 --,---
All Ages 238 134 104 145 93 52 79 38 41 14 3 11 

0-14 108 59 49 108 59 49 

15-24 33 23 10 26 23 3 7 7 

25-59 86 46 40 11 11 69 35 34 6 6 

60 &. above 11 6 5 3 3 8 3 5 

-- --- ------------

TABLE NO. 4 

PERSONS BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND CASTE/COMMUNITY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SUR VEYBD-40 

----- -_---
CASTE/COMMUNITY 

---------------_ --
Aae-Groups KaibarUa Namasudra Kalita Keot Brahmin 

-------- -- ~--- -------Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females ---------- ---------1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 11 
---

0-14 

15-19 9 1 5 9 2 

20-24 3 15 4 1 5 6 1 1 

25-29 16 2 3 1 4 1 3 

30-34 

3S and above 

Total 19 26 8 7 9 16 4 2 1 1 
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Location code 
and nameof 
the villag;:! 

--
213/202 
Nasatra 

Location code 
and name of 
the villaae 

1 

2/3/202 
Nasatra 

Area in 
square 
mile 

2 

0'28 

TABLE NO. 7 

LIVELIHOOD CLASSES 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 
--.-

Occupied houses Total No. of persons enumerated Inmates of institution and 
(includinj inmates of institution houseIess persons 

an houseless persons) ----- --No. of No. of 
houses households p M F P M F 

3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 

40 40 238 134 104 

-- -

Literates Agricultural Classes 

A B C 
Cultivators of land wholly Cultivators of land wholly Cultivating labourers 
or mainly owned and or mainly unowned and and 
their dependents their dependents their Dependents 

M F M F M F M F 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

3S 11 4 2 

------,--------------------------------------------------------------------Non-Agricultural Classes 

'-----~'~~---'~-----------~------------- -------------, Persons (including depql.dents) who derive their principal means of livelihood from 

o 
Location code 
and name of 
the village D 

Production other than 
cultivation 

E 
Commerce 

F 
Fishing Other services and mis

cellaneous SOurces 

---------------------------M F M F M F M 

--------------------------------.... ---------------------------------------------------------1 19 20 21 22 23 24 2S 

------------------------------------------
2/3/202 
Nasatra 16 78 66 17 

F 

9 

------------------~~--------~--------------~--------------------------,---------~---------
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TABLE NO.8 

WORKERS BY SEX, BROAD AGE-GROUPS AND OCCUPATION 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

Occupati.)n 1 Occupation 2 Occupation 3 Occupation 4 Occupation 5 
Cultivation Business Service Labour Fishing 

Age-Groups 
p M F P M F P M F P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9, 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

All Ages 16 16 7 7 .. 6 6 2 2 32 32 
0-14 

15-34 10 10 4 4 4 4 1 14 14 

35-59 4 4 2 2 2 2 1 1 17 17 

60 & above 2 2 1 1 1 1 

tABU; NO.9 

N'ON.wordLERS BY SEX. BROAD AGE-GROUPS AND NATURE OF AcnvtTV 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYE.D--40 

Total No. of Non- Persons engaged in Full time Students or 
workers Housebold duties only Children attendins Dependents 

A.gc-Oroups scbool 

p M F P M F P M F P M F 

1 2 . 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

All Ages 175 71 104 51 51 72 45 27 52 26 26 
0-14 108 59 49 1 1 62 36 26 45 23 22 

13-34 41 9 32 31 31 10 9 1 

35-59 19 1 18 16 16 3 2 

60& above 7 2 5 3 3 4 2 2 
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tABLE NO. 10 

HOUSEHOLDS ENGAGED IN CULTIVATION, INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS BELONGING TO THE HOUSEHOLDS 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

Iotal No. Households engaged Households engaged Households' engaged Households engaged Housebolds not 
of in cultivation run by in business and running cultivation, in industry run by in business run by 

Households the households the households the households cultivation business or industry 

1 2 3 4 5 6 --
40 6 5 26 3 

---

tABLE NO. 11 
I 

TRADITIONAL OCCUPATION BY HOUSEHOLDS 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEY!ID--40 

Name of Traditional occupation No. of Households in each Traditional occupation 

1 2 

--------------------------------------------------
(i) Fisbing 

(ii) Cultivation 

(iii) Business 

TABLE NO. 12 

26 

5 

2 

\ . 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY MAIN OCCUPATION AND CASTE/COMMUNITY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDSSURVEYED~ 

-------------------~ 
No. of Households in Caste/Community 

Name of occupation , 
Kaibartta Namasudra • Kalita Keot Brahmin 

-----
1 2 3 4 5 6 

1. Cultivation 4 1 

2. Business 4 1 

3. Service 1 1 

4 Fishing 22 4 

S. -Labour ? 1 

6. Landlord 

64 



(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

TADJJi: NO. l~ 

MAIN OCCUPATION, PER CAPITA ANNUAL lJOUSEHOLD INCOME AND FAMILY TYPE 

Main 
~upation 

Main 
Occupation 

1 

Cultivation 

Basiness 

Service 

Fishing 

Labour 

Total 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

Number of Households 

Per Capita Annual Household Income Ranges ( In Rs. ) 

Re. l-Rs. SO Rs. 51-100 Rs. 101-200 

Simple Inter- Joint Others Simple Inter- Joint Others Simple lnter- Joint Others 
mediate mediate ml'diate 

Simple 

14 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

6 7 8 9 10 11 -----------, 

15 1 

15 1 

12 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

13 

------------------~-------~-------------------

-- --.--
Number of Households 

Per Capita Annual Household Income Ranges (In Rs. ) 

Rs.201-300 Rs.301-S00 Rs. 501 & above 

Inter- Joint Others Simple Inter- Joint Others Simple Inter- Joint Others 
mediate mediate mediate 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

1 1 

1 1 1 

1 

2 1 1 1 

2 1 1 3 3 1 1 
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TABU: NO. 14 
LIVESTOCK STATISTIC! 

NO. OF HOUSEHOWS SURVEYED-40 

--
Milch Cattle Draught Cattle Goats Ducks 

Caste/Community No. of No. of No. of No. of 
Households Total No. Households Total No. Households ,Total No. Households Total No. 

owning owning owning owning 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

(1) Kaibartta 6 7 18 46 6 11 10 44 

(2) Namasudra 3 4 4 16 3 4 3 17 

(3) Kalita 6 10 9 26 1 4 8 30 

(4) Keot 1 2 1 11 1 4 2 13 
(5) Brahmin 1 2 1 6 

Total 17 25 33 105 11 23 23 104 ' 

TABLE No.:!j15 

TypeS OF INDUSTRY RUN BY THE HOUM3HOLD~ 

NO. OF HOUSBHOLDS SURVBYBD-40 

Name of Industry No. of Households Remarks 

1 1 3 

----------------------------------------.---------------, 
(i) Weaving 

(ii) Basketry 

34 

21 

_.~--------,------.------------------~------~--~--.~--~---~--~------~-----

TABLE NO. 16 

TYPES OF BUSINESS RUN BY THE HOUSEHOLDS 

Name of Business (Commodities dealt in) -----------------
1 

(i) Ptess (printing BUSiness) 

(ii) .aetaiJ Trade in Ot<Klel"Y. StatiOlleries. etc. 

66 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

Number of Households 

2 

1 

4 



easte/Community 

TABLE NO. 17 

VILLAGE INDUSTRIES-PRODUCTS BY CASTE/COMMUNITY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

JndUlitry I 
Weaving 

No. of 
HQuseholds 

Name of 
Products 

Indus~ry II 
Bamboo and Cane Works 

No. of 
Households 

Name of 
Products 

Ind~try ]II 
Wood Works 

No. of 
Households 

Name of 
Pro<luetl 

--~-----------------------------------1 

1. Kaibarlta 

2. Namasudra 

3. Kalita 

4, Keot 

5. Brahmin 

2 

19 

4 

8 

2 

1 

3 

(i) Riha 
(ii) Mekhela 
(iii) Chaddar 
(Iv) Bed-cover 
(v) Table clOUl 
(vi) Towel etc. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

4 

17 

4 

TABLE NO. 18 

s 

(i) All kinds of 
fishing im
plements, 
Kharahi 
P&ehi, etc. 

do 

6 7 

MATBRIAL CUL'fURE-CONSUMPTION HABITS BY ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYBD-40 

No. of households that use Mosquito curtain having No. of households that do not use Mosquito 
annual income of curtain having annual income of 

Caste/Community 
Rs.1,201 Rs. 901/- Rs.601/- Rs. 301/- Rs.300 Rs. 1,201 Rs. 901/- Rs. 601/- Rs. 301/- ~ Rs. 300 
and above 1,200 900 600 and less and above 1,200 900 600 and less 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1. Kaibartta 1 7 7 2 S 

2. Namasudra 2 2 1 

3. Kalita 4 2 3 1 

4. Keot 2 

S. Brahmin 1 

Total 10 11 10 2 6 1 
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Annual Income Group 

Lclis than Rs. 300/-

Rs. 301-600 

Rs. 601-900 

Rs. 901-1,200 

Rs. 1,201 & above 

Total 

TABLE NO. 21 

INDEBTEDNESS BY ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME AND HOUSEHOLDS 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-«l 

-~--.------------

Total No. of 
Households 

Z 

Nil 

1 

16 

13 

10 

.040 

No. of Households in Debt 
and Total Debt 

No. or Households Total Debt 

3 4 

Nil Nil 

1 Rs. 50.00 

6 Rs. 1,475.00 

5 Rs. 2,000.00 

7 Rs. 18,200.00 

19 Rs.21,725.oo 

72 

Average indebted-
Percentage of ness for House-

Col. 3 to Col. 2 holds in Debts 

5 6 

Nil Nil 

100% Rs. 50.00 

37.5% Rs. 245.83 

38.5% Rs. 400.00 

70% Rs . 2,600.00 

47.5% Rs. 1,143.42% 
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Caste/Community 

TABLE NO. 23 

CASTl!/COMMUNITY AND NATURE OF FAMILY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

Total No. of 
Households 

Simple 

Types of Families living in the Households 

Intermediate Joint Others 
--------------------_ ~ 

2 3 4 5 6 

(1) Kaibartta 22 16 3 1 2 
! 

~2) Namasudra 5 3 2 

(3) Kalita 10 4 3 3 

(4) Keot 2 2 

(5) Brahmin 1 

Total 40 26 6 6 2 

TABLE NO. 24 

MOTHER 'lONGUE AND OTHER LANGUAGES SPOKEN 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

Females 

4 

104 

2 

2 
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Caste/Community 

(1) Kaibartta 

(2) Namasudra 

(3) Kalita 

(4) Keot 

(5) Brahmin 

Total 

Caste/Community 

(1) Kaibartta 

(2) Namasudra 

(3) Kalita 

(4) Keot 

(5) Brahmin 

Total 

TABLE NO. 25 

DIETARY HABITS BY HOUSEHOLDS AND CASTE/COMMUNITY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED--40 

Two time 
Meals 

2 

Households taking 

Breakfast, Mid
day meal and 
Supper, Tea 
with light 
dishes. between 
Mid-day meal 
and Supper and 
Tea at any other 
time 

3 

Breakfast, Mid
day meal and 
Supper with 
Tea or Coffee 
with light 
Dishes between 
noon meal and 
supper. 

4 

22 

4 

9 

2 

38 

TABLE NO. 26 

Breakfast, Mid
day meal and 
Supper with 
Coffee or Tea 
alone between 
noon meal and 
supper. 

5 

Breakfast,. 
Mid-day 
meal and 
supper 

6 

Two time 
meals with 
Tea at one 
time 

7 

2 

HABIT OF TAKING TEA BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME AND CASTE/COMMUNITY 

Other 
types 

8 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

No. of Households taking tea with annual income of No. of Households not taking tea with annual income of 

Rs. 1,201 
and 

above 

Rs. 901- Rs. 601- Rs. 301- Rs.300 Rs.l,201 Rs. 901- Rs. 601- Rs. 301- Rs. 300-
1,200 900 600 and and 1,200 900 600 & less 

less above 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

9 12 

2 2 

4 2 4 

2 

10 13 16 

75 



TABLE NO. 27 

PROHIBITED FOODS AND DRINKS BY CASTE/COMMUNITY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

No. of Households Reporting as Prohibited No. that did No. that did 
Caste/Community not report any not report any 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) food to be drink to be 
Beef Fowls Pigs Meat Liquor prohibited prohibited 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

(1) Kaibartta 22 22 22 22 Nil Nil 

(2) Namasudra 5 5 5 5 

(3) KaRta 10 10 10 10 

(4) Keot 2 2 2 2 " 
(5) "Brahmin 1 

Total 40 40 40 40 
" " 

TABLE NO. 28 

MARRIAGES BY RELATIONSHIP AND CASTE/COMMUNITY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-4(J 

Total No. Total No. 
of of Caste/Community 

Mongogamous Polygamous Polyandrous 

Households Marriages No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of 
Households Marriages Households Marriages Households Marriages 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

(1) Kaibartta 22 38 22 38 

(2) Namasudra 5 12 4 9 3 

(3) Kalita 10 21 10 21 

(4) Keot 2 6 2 6 

(5) Brahmin 2 1 2 

Total 40 79 "- 39 76 3 
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Caste/Community 

(1) Kaibartta 

(2) Namasudra 

(3) Kalita 

(4) Keot 

(5) Brahmin 

Total 

, Caste/Community 

(1) Kaibartta 

(2) Namasudra 

(3) Kalita 

(4) Keot 

(5) Brahmin 

Total 

TABLE NO. 19 

SETTLEMENT HISTORY OF HOUSEHOLDS BY CASTJ,'l/COMMUNITY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

No. of Households settled for generation. 
Total No. of 
Households 5 and above 3 and below 5 Above 1 and One and below Unspecified 

below 3 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

22 5 8 5 3 

5 2 1 

10 3 5 2 

2 2 

40 7 12 12 7 2 

TABLE NO. 30 

HOUSE TYPE, ROOF MATERIAL BY CASTE/COMMUNITY 

Name of house type 

Name 
... ., 

.&> e 
::l 
Z 

2 3 

Assam 
Type (Gable) 55 

" 
16 

20 

" 5 

3 

99 

No. of house- No. of house
holds with holds with 
Mud Roof Thatch Roof 

8- Q 
Po 

Q 0 0 
Po til j ri5 
0 

'5 '5 ri5 
0 

CI) 
0 

~ ..t:l oS ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

4 5 6 7 

22 

5 

6 

2 

1 

36 

77 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

No. of house
holds with 

C.I. Sheet Roof 

"0 ., 
go 

Vi 
N 

8 

"g 
Po 
0 

Vi 
~ 

9 

4 

1 

5 

c 
~'" ... 0 
.,Po 
.... 0 
0-

:::E~ 

10 

---~.=----;__'-----' 
. No. of house

holds with 
Tile Roof 

c 

1 "0 ~~ ., 
Po .... Po 

0 0 ~...9 Vi Vi OCl) 

N ~ ::;;"'" 

No. of house
hclds with Tin 

Roof 

c 
"g 't:I ~~ ., 
.~ % .... Po 

QO 
00 

.... _ 
OCl) 

N "'" :::E~ 
----------------
11 12 13 14 15 16 

------------



TABLE NO. 31 

HOUSE TYPE BY WALL MATERIAL AND CASTE/COMMUNlTY 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

No. of Households with 

Caste/Community Mud Bamboo Mud- Reed Mud- Pucca Brick Straw Leaf Other 
wall wattled plastered wall plastered wall wall or grass wall types 

wall bamboo reed wall wall 
wattled 
wall 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

(1) Kaibartta 22 

(2) Namasudra 5 

(3) Kalita 6 2 2 

(4) Keot 2 

B) Brahmin 

Total 35 3 2 

TABLE NO. 32 

SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES 

NO. OF HOUSEHOLDS SURVEYED-40 

Caste Total No. of House- Persons Males Females 
holds 

2 3 4 5 

(1) Kaibartta 22 117 63 54 

(2) Namasudra 5 43 24 19 

Total 27 160 87 73 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Name of District 

Name of P.S./Mauza 

Name of Village 

Census Code No. 

1. Household No. 

Sl. No. of Household 

2. 

Name 

Head of Household_ 

APPENDIX-C 

GOVERNMENT OF INDM 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF CENSUS OPERA nONS 

I 

Age 
I 

2 
I 

CENSUS 1961 
VILLAGE SURVEY 

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE 

PART I~ 

Name of Investigator 

Name of Interpreter 

Period taken for completion of 
investigation 

From .......•...•••.•...•.. To ......•....•...••• 

I 

Sex Caste or Occupation I 
Tribe 

3 I 4 5 

i 
I 

I 

I 

, 
Literacy 

I 
6 

----------------------.. 
Remarks (is he 
simply head or also 
informant) 

7 

------------------1-------------
I I I \ 

I 
Informant 

I 
l 

I 

\ 
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3A-Composltion of the llousehold including the Head (lncludiug dependents and casuai members Uving) 

---.---------; 
Place of birth Language 

Eco- Sl. 
nomic No. 

Name Sex Age in 
MJF comple

ted 
years 

Relation 
to the 
head of 
the house
hold 

1--------1 Religion Commu-
nity/ GotraJ I Mother Other Name 

Status 
Tribe spoken I 

Distance 
from the 

village 

=~~-'_2_1_3 __ !_4_l:--5-:-_-_-_6-=--=-~+~.~--__ 7-(_a-) -_I 7(b) 8 

Castel clan tongue \ languages 

--9 -1-1-0 -1--1-1WI-llCb)--

-------1---------\-----_·_----- ------- ---
Occupation Place of Occupation Income 1 ____ Mar~::____ Remarks Education 

, Main I Subsidiary Name I Distance from I Marital I Age at 
the village status marriage 

----12---_-I_--1-=-3-(a~-) =l--13-(b-)--_-I_·--1-3(-C)--'-'-13(d) --14---i5(a)--I=i5~= !=- 16== 

___ _!B-Members of the Family (i.e. either earners/contributing to the family income or dependents) llving away from it 
-----i--. 

Eco- SJ. Name 
Relation Place of birth 

Age in to the Religion 
Language 

nomic No. 
Sex 
M/F comple- head of Name Distance nity/ Ie=u. Gotra/ Mother ! Other 

Status ted the house-
years hold 

--i-I_2_! __ 3 _ I 5 6 
, 

4 

-------,---------, 
Education 

Occupation I 
I-------------~Amo~t 

Main Subsidiary 

12 I 13(a) 13(b) 
------

contributed 
to/by house
hold annually 
as the case 
may be 

14 

I 

Marital 
status 

I 15(a) 

from the Caste/- clan tongue languages 
village Tribe spoken 

-
7(a) 7(b) I 8 I 9 I 10 I 1 

~---------

11 (a) 1_11(b)_ 

-- -------:----
Marriage 

Since How many Remarks 
Marriage payment Present 

if any address 
when times 
living visited 

Age at I 

marriage Made by Received 
the by 

away the fami-
from Iy during 
the the last 

family the family family year 

15(b) 15(c) 15(d) I 16. ! 17 .. 18 19 
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4. (a) (i) For how many generations, counting from the head of the household 
backwards, has the household been residing in this village ? 

(ii) For how many years has the household been residing in the village ? 

(b) If there is any history or tradition of migration of the household : 

(i) Area from where migrated and distance. 

(ii) Cause of migration. 

(iii) Occupation before migration. 

(iv) Any other significant information in respect of the migration. 

(c) (i) Whether a displaced household after partition. 

(ii) If so, how and why this village was selected. 

(iii) Has the household received any loan or grant for rehabilitation. 
(state amount and date). 

(iv) " Any comment (including whether the household considers itself 
to be adequately rehabilitated). 

5. (a) Religion 

(b) Sect 

(c) Tribe or Caste 

(d) Sub-tribe or S~b-caste 

6 (a) Is there a deity or object of worship or a sacred plant in the house 1 
(Answer Yes/No) 

(b) If 'yes' where is the deity or object of worship located in the bouse ? 

(c) What is the name of the deity or object of worship or sacred plant and 
what is the form and frequencies of worship ? 

7 (a) (i) What are the different types of marriages in your community ? 

(ii) Who are the permissible partners for marriage among kinsfolk and 
who are not? 
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(iii) Is polyandry/polygamy customarily followed in the household ? 

(iv) Is widow marriage customary in the household. If 'yes' name social 
attitude approving/dis-approving. 

7. (b) Expenditure on marriage: 

(i) On functions before marriage. 

(ii) On marriage ceremony. 

(iii) On functions following marriage. 

(iv) Any amount paid last year. 

7. (c) Usual range of bride-price : 

(i) Who receives the bride-price ? 

(ii) Bride price : Virgin From 
Widow From 

(iii) Bridegroom price From 

to 
to 

to 

Rs. 
Rs. 

Rs. 

(iv) Describe briefly the role of the priest and mention particulars regarding 
community/caste/tribe. 

(v) IS there any special dress and ornaments prescribed for the bride and the 
bridegroom ? (Give a brief description). 

(vi) Did any marriage in contravention of community/caste/tribal law 
take place in this household ? If 'yes' give details and social attitude. 

(vii) Was dowry given on the occasion of the marriage of the daughters ? 
If 'yes', mention the amount. 

(viii) Are you aware of the legislation regarding prohibition of dowry? 
If 'yes' what is your attitude towards it ? 

(ix) Do you know that there have been changes in the recent years in the Hindu 
Marriage Act ? 'If 'yes' what do you think of the salient features of the 
Hindu Marriage Act ? 

7. (d) Divorce : 

(i) Is divorce/separation an accepted institution in your community/castel 
tribe? ' 

(ii) Agency settlIng the dispute and its composition. 

tiii) Amount of compensation paid to the aggrieved party. 

8. In heritance : 

(a) Which relatives. including the widow and daughters (married and un
married) inherit prop~rty on the death of a married person belonging 
to the same caste as the household ? 

(b) What is the sh-are of each such member? 

(c) Can a person make a will of gift of his/her property ? 

(d) Is it in accordance with the traditional custom ? 

(e) Is the informant aware of the changes in the Hindu Succession Act? If 'yes' 
is his description of the Act correct ? 
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(f) Is the informant aware of the changes in the Hindu Adoption Act? If 
'yes', is his description of the Act correct ? 

9. If the household possesses land, give :-

Situated 

(a) 

Total area 
in acre-

. , 

Owned 

(b) Area comprising household
(c) Total uncultivable fallow
(d) Total cultivable land-

Leased in 

(e) Total land cultivated, with particulars as under :-

Remarks 

Owned Land Lease land I Total I Owned land leased 
cultj~ated cultivated \, out to others 

1--------- ,------------ ' __ _ 
No, of i Ar. ea No. of j Area \ No. of I Area I No. of I Area--

Inside the village 

Outside the village 
...... MiIes 

plots ---- plots --i--I plots \--'--1 plots 1-_1 __ 
I Dry I Wet Dry I Wet I Dry I Wet I Dry i Wet 

(f) (i) In case of owned land, how and when the family came to own land ? 
(ii) What is the land revenue for the land owned-has there been any recent 

change ? 
(iii) What are the tax collecting Agencies ? 

(g) In case the household has leased land

(i) Who is the landlord ? 

(ii) Where does he stay (if outside the village, the distance should be given) ? 
(iii) Wh~t is his occupation ? 
(iv) Since when has the land been leased ? 

(v) On what terms the land has been leased-has there been any recent change? 

(h) If the land has been leased out-

(i) To how many tenants? 
(ii) Since when ? 

(iii) On what terms? Has there been any recent changes ? 

(i) If there is any cultivable land, which is lying fallow

(i) Since when, it is lying fallow ? 
(ii) Why is it lying fallow ? 

(j) Is the household cultivating any land by hired labour ? If 80-

(i) Quantity of land cultivated through hired labour. 

(ii) Agricultural operations in which labourers were engaged. 

(iii) Number of man days, for which hired labourers were engaged. 
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(iv) Average wage per day paid to hired labourers. 

Male~----Per day. 

Fcmale----Per day; 

(k) (i) Agricultural operation 

Name of crops Main implements Main operations and I Land under I Quantity I Quantity Remarks 
season for each cultivation obtained sold 
(ploughing, sowing, last year and rate 
weeding, transplan- Irrigated Unirriga-
ting, harvesting, ted 
thrashing etc.) 

10. Does the household own any cattle or poultry ? Give numbers. 

11. 

Present No. 

(i) Milch cattle 

(ii) Draught cattle 

(iii) Cows 

(iv) Goat 

(v) Sheep 

(vi) Pigs 

(vii) Ducks 

(viii) G;:ese 

• (ix) Fowl 

Does the household own any tank ? 

Cost of maintenance last year. 

Fishery 

(a) 

(b) If fish is reared, was any quantity sold last year' ? Answer Yes/No (If 
'yes', mention quantity and amount obtained last year). 

Industry 

12. Does the household conduct any industry ? If 'yes'-

(a) What are the products ? 

(b) How it is financed ? Expenditure incurred last year. 

(c) Are some of the products sold ? 

(d) What is the amount collected last year ? 

( e) Has the making of any of the products been taken up for the first time 
in the course of the last 5 years ? 

(f) Has any new technique been adopted or any new implement brought 
into use during the last 5 years ? If so, give details. 

13. Mention in detail the means oflivelihood of the household other than 
agriculture and industry, e.g. service or trade or business or labour. 
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13. (a) In case of trade or business, mention the commodities dealt in. anuua I 
profit, how financed etc. 

(b) In case of service (labour), mention the status, name of establishment 
and approximate monthly income (daily wages). 

Indebtedness 

14. If the head of the household is in debt

(a) Amount of debt outstanding. 

(b) Purpose of the debt. 

(c) Source of credit. 

(d) Rate of interest. 

(e) Terms and securities against the debt. 

lS. Reasons if traditional occupation is not followed by any. 

Education 

'16. (a) Does any member of the household regularly read a newspaper or listen 
te JleWS broadcasts through the community radio sets ? 

(b) Does the head of the household know the name of the Anchalik Pan
cbayatfThanafSubdivisionjDistrict in which the village is situated ? 

(c) Does the head of the household know the name of the principal rivers 
:flowing through the district '1 

Diet 

17. (a) & (b) Howmanytimesinadaydothemembersofyourhouseholdtake 
their food? 

Food routine (Ordinary) Food routine (Festivals) 

Time of day 

1 

Items in the meal Name of Time/s of 
if taken Festival principal meal 

Item 

2 3 4 5 

(c) What are the foods or drinks prohibited? Why are they prohibited? 

(d) Does the household take sugar with coffee and tea ? 

18. What utensils are used for-

Local term English term Materials Number 

,(1) Cooking 

~----~------~-------~---------------------.------~-(ii) Eating 
________ ~----~----------·------~~----,_I----------------(iii) Drinking 

(iv) Fetching & 
storing water 

(v) Storing food
grain, condi
ments, oil etc. 
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19. Fuel-

(a) What fuel is ordinarily used for oooki.p.g ? 

(b) Whether obtained free or on pa yment ? 
(c) Place and distance from where obtained or purchased ? 
(d) Amount spent last year ? 

20. Furniture---

(a) Does the household possess bed-steadJkhatiaJtaktaposhJchairJtableJbench/ 
stool/mirror/alnajbracket ? (cross out those not found) 

(b) Is the household using any new kind of furniture for the first time in the 
last five years ? 

(c) Is mosquito net used '1 

21. Dresses and ornaments-

_I_tcms ____ t~r: I_M_' a_t_er_ia_l_~I_r_;e_~_~_·Sh_,I_ M_a_te_r-:-_al_I, __ f<>_erm_:_es_i~'r 
Dress 

Ornaments 

Male 
Female 

Male 
Fema1c 

22. Consumer Goods-

(a) Does the household possess hurricane Iantern!petromax'!battery torch 
light! kerosene stovefbicyclefgramophonefradio-set '1 

(b) Has any of the items been acquired for the first time in the last five years '1 
If so, mention them. 

(c) Does the household use toilet soap/washing soap '1 

(d) Are clothes sent to the washerman for being cleaned '1 

23. Family planning-

(a) Do the father/s (indic3.te by his S. No. in 3A or 3B) in the household know 
anything about family planning through the family planning centre or social 
workers '1 

(b) Is there any family planning centre/social worker in that area ? Give the 
address or the department concerned. 

(c) Does the head of the household wish that more or no more children 
were born to him '1 

(d) Condition of the family ;-
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- -' 
f Occupa.tion Income I Father's Age Her ~ge Children 

Father'i of both of 
In At I In At 

completed first Mother's completed first Sons Daughters 
, name parents & parents & 

children, Children, 
if any if any I years marriage name years marriage 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 I -- -------.--------, --------

24. House: 

(a) Wh:lt is your house type called? Term/Description. 

(b) Is this your own house ? 

(c) When was your house built and at what cost ? 

Cd) Do you attach any importance to the selection of the house site ? 
(if 'yes' give details) 

(e) Give details of construction. 

Plan 

Plinth 

Wall 

Roof 

Ventilation 

Number of rooms 

How they are:us~d 

G<!neral: 

(f) Was your house constructed with the assistance of family labour/casle/ 
tribe/community labour/hired labour. 

(g) Are there any auspicious days and months for commencing house 
construction ? 

(h) What are the ceremonies observed concerning house construction and 
house warming ? 

(i) When was your house repaired last and at what cost ? 

25. Belief in luck and superstition : 

(a) Do you believe in luck and superstition ? 

(b) If yes, do you believe in omens, taboos, common inh~bition ? 

(c) If yes, what things are lucky and unlucky to hear or to see ? 

(d) What objects are lucky or unlucky in themselves, gems or metals or bits 
of clothing ? 

(e) What sorts of acts are supposed to be lucky or unlucky, such as breaking 
things or falling or tripping or in eating or drinking or yawning or sneezing 
passing through or under any object '] 
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(f) Ilow do people protect themselves from posaessions of the evil eye 1 

(g) In what months is it lucky or unlucky to be born or married ? 

(h) What days of the week are considered lucky to cut one's hair or nails ? 

26. Leisure and recreation: 

(a) What are the months in a year when either you or any member of your 
family are not gainfully employed ? 

(b) How do you spend the leisure ? 
(give a brief account). 

(c) What are the leisure hours in a day ? 
How do you spend them ? 
(give a brief account). 

(d) What are the games played by 

(i) Boys 

(ii) Girls 

(iii) Adult Males 

(iv) Women 

(e). Are there any games connected specially with some festivals: 

(i) Girls 

(ii) Boys -

(iii) Adult Males 

(iv) Women 

(f) Are any folk dances conducted in the village ? What are their names ? 
Draw plans or take photographs showing the positions and move~ents 
of the dancers ? Are any of the dances conected with particular times 
of the year or festivals ? (Answer in the F.N.B.) 

27. (a) The attitude of the family members (belonging to a particular community/caste/tribe) 
to sharing with their co-villagers. people from neighbouring places and strangers of 
different community/caste/tribe in the following activities :~ 

Household-

Community Caste 

Are these things unobjectionable ? Yes/No. 

Name of other 
Communities. Castes 

or Tribes 

1 

A. Co-villagers 

B. 'Neighbours 

C. Strangers 

Drinking water from Using the same 
the same well bucket 

2 3 

Taking food in 
the same room 

4 

Tribe 

Going to the 
same temple 

5 

(b) If all the answers are negative, is this attitude traditional~ or a recent one (in this 
case obtain when and how the change of attitude bas taken place). 
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Household SChedule-Appendix (Birth, Marriage 
and Death) 

Questions to be answered by Mother or Father 
of each family, (State the Number as in 3A) 
Record all events 5 or 10 years back. 

No. of Mother/Father (as in 3A) F _.---

M-----
A. Birth 

1. For Prospective Mother 
1.1.1. Special Diet for the prospective Mother 
1.1.2. Special work for the Prospective Mother 
1.1.3. Special matters concerning the Prospective 

Mother 
1.2. Is there any special ceremony/ceremonies 

performed after conception or before birth 
1.3.1. Is there any restrictions for the father 

before the birth of the child ? 
1.3.2. Is there any restrictions for other members 

in the family ? 

2. 
2.1. 
2.2. 
2.2.1. 

Delivery 
Where does the binh normally take place? 
Assistance during labour 
If by relative, state her relation to the 
mother 

2.2.2.1. If by an expert, local term of the expert 
2.2.2.2, Training received form 
2.2.2.3. To which caste she belongs? 
·2.2.2.4. Is her service confined only to a particular 

caste, or community? If so, give details. 
2.2.2.5. Her average charges per case in cash or kind 
2.2.3. What are the means adopted in difficult 

3. 
3.1. 
3.1.1. 
3.1.2. 
3.2. 
3.2.1. 
3.2.2. 
3.2.3. 
3.3. 

4. 
4.1.1. 
4.1.2. 
4.1.3. 

cases? 

Post-natal Period 
To recoup health 
What are the special diet for Mother ? 
What are the special practices? 
Period of pollution 
For the Mother 
For the Father 
For other members of the Family 
Is there any ceremony in connection with 
the child being taken out of the house for 
the first time ? 

Suckling, Weaning Etc. 
What is the nonnal duration of suckling ? 
What is the process of weaning ? 
What are the restrictions for the mother 
during lactation period regarding :-

4.1.3.1. Diet 
4.1.3.2. Occupation 
4.1.3.3. Use of any object 
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4,2. 

4.3. 

4.3.1 
4.3.3. 
4.3.4. 
4.3.4. 
4.3.5. 

5. 

5.1. 

5.1.2. 
5.1.2. 
5.1.3. 
5.1.4. 

5.1.5. 

6 

6.1. 

6.1.1. 

6.1.2. 

6.1.3. 

6.1,4. 

7. 

7.1, 

7.2. 

7.3. 
7.4. 

8. 

8.1. 

8.2. 

8.3. 

8.4. 

Food given to infants 
Age Solid food Liquid food 

Age at which attempts are made for 
regulating infants 
Feeding habits 
Micturition habits 
Defecation. habits 
General cleanliness 
How the children are carried about: 

Contraceptives :-

Where both father and mother wish that 
no more children be born to them :
Whose advice they seek ? 
What is his/her advice ? 
Do you agree with his/her advice ? 
If not., what according to you is the best 
method? 
What is the attitude of the society about 
these methods ? 

Abortion :-

Where a woman in the family happens to 
conceive an unwanted child :-
What is the family's feeling as regards the 
child? 
If they want to get rid of it, what method 
will they adopt ? 
What is the attitude of the community for 
such an action ? 
Is there any such cases in the family ? 

Barrenness :-

What according to your belief is thc cause 
of barrenness ? 
What according to your belief is the method 
to overcome barrenness ? 
Is there any such case in the family ? 
Is the method succesful in that particular 
case ? 

Still birth and infant death :-

Is there any case of still birth in your family 
in the last 5/10 years ? 
If 'yes' what, in your opinion, is the reason 
for each of such cases ? 
Is there any case of infant death in your 
family in the last 5 years ? 
If 'yes' what, in your opinion, is the reason 
for each of such cases ? 



9. "PreCerence Cor son or daughter :-

B. 

9.1. 

9.2. 

, 

What is the preference of the family regar
ding son or daughter ? 
State the special practice in connection 
with the birth of a male or a female child. 

Marriages :-

1. Laws Regulating Marriage :-

1.1. Does preferential mating prevailed in yuor 
Society? 

2. 

2.1. 

Types of marital union :-

What type of marital union exists in your 
family (monogamy, polyandry, polygamy)? 

2.2. (i) Is there any restriction in your community 
for inter-caste, inter-tribe marriage-and 
why? 

I 
(ii) If 'No', is there any such case in your 

household? 

3. Means of acquiring a mate :-

3.1. What means of acquiring a matc is practi
sed in your family ? 

4. 
4.1. 

4.2. 

Adultery and extra-marital sexual relation :

Does your society approve that a . man will 
keep more than one wife at a time ? 

If not, what is your attitude towards a man, 
having a wife living, engaging a wedlock 
with another woman ? 
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4.3. 

4.4. 

Does your society approve thata w~ma~ 
will have more than one husband at a tIme· 

If not what is your attitude towards a 
woma~, having a husband living, engaging a 
wedlock with other man? 

c. Death: 

1. What in your opinion is the cause of death 

2. 

3.1. 

3.2. 

3.3. 

3.4. 

4.1. 

4.2. 

5.1. 

6.1. 

(apart from natural causes)? 

Is there any ceremony concernirtg the 
preparation of the patient before his death? 

How is the corpse treated in normal death? 

How is the corpse treated in abnormal death 
(aCCident) ? 

How is the body taken to the place of 
disposal? 

What are the ceremonies followed imme
diatelyafter the disposal of the dead body? 

How long does the mourning period usually 
last for different relatives ? 

How long does the pollution period usually 
last for different relatives? 

What treatments, are usually given for the 
general patients in your household 
(Allopathic, Ayurvedic, Homeopathic) ? 

What is the attitude of the Informants 
towards the Survey. (Hostile, Indifferent; 
Co-operative, etc. )? 



APPENDIX D 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY 
1960-61 

CENSUS-I96I 

Name of District 

PART II 

VILLAGE SCHEDULE 

Name of Police Station/MauzaJ _________________ ~. _____ _ 

Name of Vi1lage, ___________ . ___ ~Number of Village 

Area of the Villagc ____________ . ____ Number of Households ___ _ 

Name of Predominant CastejTrjbe _______ ~ ___ _ 

What is the religion which the majority of the villagers profess ?. 

1. Topography of the Village :-

(a) Is the village situated on a plain/on an undulating surfaceJa plateau/on 
a hillock/or at the bottom of a depression ? 

(b) The system of grouping of houses-average distance between two clusters 
of houses-reasons for such grouping, e.g. ; whether on account of the 
nature of the surface of land or on account of social custom. 

_ (c) Internal roads-tanks-any stream or other extensive source of water
proximity or otherwise of any jungle-Approximate number of shadebearing 
trees and how they are arranged. 

/ 

2. What is the local legend about the village ? 

3. Detailed description of average house of the members of each caste/tribe, 
. religious group, occupational group in the village. 

4. Name and distance of Hat or Hats to which surplus produce of the village is 
taken for sale. 

4 (a) Page - 93 
4 (b) Page - 93 
4 (c) Page - 93 

5. Name and distance of the nearest Railway station and Bus route. 

6. Distance by road from Thana and Subdivision Headquarters. 

7. (a) Distance of the Post office from !he village. 
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(b) Distance of the Telegraph office from the village. 

(c) Can money be sent through that Post office ? 

8. Religious practice followed by members of each caste, tribe and religious 
group in the village. The description of the religious practice in each case 
should begin with the name or names under which the Supreme Being 
is known and then proceed from ceremonies that might be observed in 
respect of a person from sometime before he is bor~ and end with the 
funeral rites after his death. 

9. Give details of places of common religious worship, if any. 

'10. Describe community festivals if held in the village. 

11. Dress and ornaments commonly worn by the villagers with special reference 
to peculiarities on account of caste, tribe or religious sanction or economic 
status. 

12. Number and types of schools in the village. 

12. (a) Page 93 . 

13. Describe historical monuments, temples, etc. if any. 

14. State of co-operative movement in the village. (Number and names of co
operatives) 

14. (a) Page 94 

14. (b) Page 94 

15. Name and distance of the nearest hospital or dispensary. 

16. Name the diseases from which the villagers usually suffer. 

11. Name the diseases from which cattle commonly suffer. 

18. Name and distance of the nearest veterinary hospital. 

19. (a) Is this village within any C. D., N. E. S. or M. P. C. D. Block? (Yes/No) 

(b) If 'yes', what benefit it derives from the Block ? 

20. (a) Mention the names of the clubs, libraries, drama parties or other cultural 
organisations in the village (if any). 

20. (a) (i) Page 94 

20. (b) Mention in brief other recreational facilities enjoyed by the village. 
(Sports and Games, Cinema, Fairs, Festivals, etc.) 

21. Page 95 

22. ,,95 

23. 

24. 
" 
" 

95 

96 
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4(a) Name and particulars of the markets most commonly visited. 

Name of Distance Weekly Commodities exported 
the from the Transport Hat day market 

to the Commodities imported from the 
market 

Market village 
Item Approximate I Approximate 

quantity value 
Item 

1----1------ ,-----1 Remarks 
Approximate -IAPproximkte 
quantity value 

9 1---10----'1---1-1--2 3 4 S 6 I 7 8 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4(b) Particulars about the fairs and festivals commonly visited by the villagers. 

Cultural & 
Social 
activities 

Remarks 
! 

I Main I How Size of Commodities IRecreational I Religious I 
Name of Distance II When i attraction old gathering transacted [actiVities activities I 

the Fair held I 
-1-1--2 -1--3 -1---

4
---1 5 1--

6
--1-----

7
--:

1
'--8---1 9 1--1-0--1---11-

4(c) If there are shops in the village, furnish the following particulars. 

Extent of business 
Name of the Ifheis an When the 
shopkeeper outsider, shop was Names of Approxi-

his home established main mate annual 
address commodi- tran-

ties saction 

2 3 4 5 

12 (a) Particulars of the Educational Institutions 

Type 
Name of the 
Institution 

2 

Where situated 

Name Distance 
of the from the 
place village 

3 4 

Since when 
in existence 

S 

93 

Nature of Side 
transaction business, 
(cash, if any 
advance, (money 
barter, lending, 
etc.) contract etc.) 

6 

How many stu
dents from 

the vill:.~e are 
enrolled/ST/SC 

others 

6 

7 

School 
hours 

7 

General notes on the business 
including profiteering, if any, 
trends of change in the 
quantity and method of 
transaction, etc. 

8 

General notes including 
history of the Institution, 
its problems etc. Number of 
Schools of each type. 
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21. (a) Are there dormitories in the village for unmarried boys and ~ir1s? If so, give rough 
sketches of horizontal cross-section and vertical cross-section of the huts indicating 
different elements (place of sleeping, dancing, etc.) 

(b) Describe the musical and othe'f instruments. 

(c) Discuss the recreational, economic, educational and other activities of the dormitory. 

22. Furnish the following particulars regarding emigration from tte village: 

Name of \ No. of families emigrated Area to Purpose i General note including whether the 
S.C./S.T.' \---- where of ~ families concerned stilI have 

Beforel During I During During migrated migration; economic interest in the village and 

\ 

30 20-30 10-20 last 10 : whether they occasionally visit the 
years years years years i village. , - --,-----------------------,-----' ,----------

23. Furnish the following particulars about immigration into the village: 

---'--------------,----
Name of 
S.C·/S.T. 

---

No. of families immigrated 

-B-efo-r-e-I--n-u-n-'n-g-I-n-U-ri-ng-I'nurin;;-
30 20-30 10-20 last 10 

years. years. I years. years. 

Area 
from 
where 
migrated 

Purpcse 
of 

migration 

-------------,-----

95 

General note including how many 
families are only sojourners in the 
village and go back to their original 
place from time to time. 
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List of Agents for the sale of Government 
of India Publications 

(as on 17 February 1964) 

AGARTALA-Laxmi Bhandar Books & Scientific Sales 

AGRA-

1. National Book House, Jeoni Mandi 
2. Wadhawa & Co., 45, Civil Lines 
3. Banwari Lal Jain, Publishers, Moti Katra 
4. English Book Depot, Sadar Bazar, Agra Cantt. 

AHMADNAGAR-V.T. Jorakar, Prop., Rama General 
Stores, Navi Path 

AHMEDABAD-

1. Balgovind Kuber Dass & Co., Gandhi Road 
2. Chandra Kant Chiman Lal Vora, Gandhi Road 
3. New Order Book Co., Ellis Bridge 
4. Mahojan Bros., Opp. Khadia Police Gate 
5. Sastu Kitab Ghar, Near Relief Talkies, 

Patthar Kuva, Relief Road 

AJMER--

1. Book-Land, 663, Madar Gate 
2. Rajputana Book House, Station Road 
3. Law Book House, 271, Hathi Bhata 
4. Vijay Bros., Kutchery Road 
5. Krishna Bros., Kutchery Road 
ALlGARH-Friends' Book House, Muslim University Market 

ALLAHABAD-

1. Superintendent, Printing & Stationery, U.P. 
2. Kitabistan, 17-A, Kamala Nehru Road 
3. Law Book Co., Sardar Patel Marg., P. Box 4 
4. Ram Narain La} Beni Modho, 2-A, Katra Road 
5. Universal Book Co., 20, M. G. Road 
6. Wadhwa & Co., 23., M .. G. Marg 
7. The University Book Agency (of Lahore), Elgin Road 
8. Bharat Law House, 15, Mahatma Gandhi Marg 
9. Ram Narain Lal Beni Prashad, 2-A, Katra Road 

AMBALA-

1. English Book Depot, Ambala Cantt. 
2. Seth Law House, 8719, Railway Road, Ambala Cantt. 
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AMRITSAR-

1. The Law Book Agency, G. T. Road, Putligarh 
2. S. Gupta, Agent, Govt. Publications, Near P.O. Majith Mandi 
3. Amar Nath & Sons, Near P.O. Majith Mandi 

ANAND-

1. Vijaya Stores, Station Road 
2. Charto Book Stall, Tulsi Sadan, Stn. Road 
ASANSOL-D.N. Roy & R.K. Roy, Booksellers, Atwal Building 

BANGALORE-

1. The Bangalore Legal Practitioner Co-op. Society 
Ltd., Bar Association Building 

2. S. S. Book Emporium, 118, Mount Joy Road 
3. The Bangalore Press, Lake View, Mysore Road, P.O. Box 507 
4. The Standard Book Depot, Avenue Road 
5. Vichara Sahitya Private Ltd., Balepet 

I 

6. Makkala Pustaka Press, Balamandira, Gandhinagar 
7. Maruthi Book Depot, Avenue Road 
8. International Book House P. Ltd., 4-F,Mahatma Gandhi Road 
9. Navakarnataka Pubns. Private Ltd., Majestic Circle 
BAREILL Y -Agarwal Brothers,Bara Bazar 

BARODA-

1. Shri Chandrakant Mohan Lal Shah, Raopura 
2. Good Companions Booksellers, Publishers & Sub-Agent 
3. New Medical Book House, 540, Madan Zampa Road 
BEAWAR-The Secretary, S.D.College, Co-operative Stores Ltd. 
BELGHARIA-Granthlok,Antiquarian Booksellers & 

Publishers (24 Parganas), 5/1, Amlica Mukherjee Road 
BHAGALPUR-Paper Stationery Stores, D.N. Singh Road 

BHOPAL-

1. Superintendent, State Government Press 
2. Lyall Book Depot, Mohd. Din Bldg., Sultania Road 
3. Delite Books, Opp. Bhopal Talkies 
BHUBANESWAR-Ekamra Vidyabhaban, Eastern Tower, Room No.3 
BIJAPUR-Shri D. V. Deshpande, Recognised Law Booksellers, 
Prop. Vi nod Book Depot, Near Shiralshetti Chowk 
BIKANER Bhandani Bros. 
BILASPUR-Sharma Book Stall, Sadar Bazar 

BOMBAY-

1. Supdt. Printing and Stationery, Queens Road 
2. Charles Lambert & Co., 101, Mahatma Gandhi Road 
3. Co-operator's Book Depot, 5/32 Ahmed Sailor Bldg., Dadar 
4. Current Book House, Maruti Lane, Raghunath Dadaji St. 
5. Current Technical Literature Co. P. Ltd., India House, 1st Floor 
6. International Book House Ltd., 9, Ash Lane, M. G. Road 
7. Lakkani Book Depot, Girgaum 
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~. Elpees Agencies, 24, Bhangwadi, Kalbadevi 

9. P. P. H. Book Stall, 190-B, Khetwadi Main Road 

10. New Book Co ., 188-190, Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji Road 

11. Popular Book Depot, Lamington Road 

12. Sunder Das Gian Chand, 601, Girgaum Road, Near Princess Street 

13. D. B. Taraporewaia Sons and Co. (P) Ltd ., 210, 
Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji Road 

14. Thacker and Co ., Rampart Row 

15. N. M. Tripathi Private Ltd., Princess Street 

16. The Kothari Book Depot, King Edward Road 

17. P. H. Rama Krishna and Sons, 147, Rajaram Bhuvan, 
Shivaji Park Road, No.5 

18. C. lamnadas & Co ., Booksellers, 146-C, Princess St. 

19. Indo Nath & Co ., A-6, Daulat Nagar, Borivii 

20. Minerva Book Shop, Shop No. 1/80, N. Subhas Road 

21. Academic Book Co ., Association Building, Girgaum Road 

22. Dominion Publishers, 23, Bell Building, Sir P. M. Road 
23. Bombay National History Society, 91 Walkeshwar Road 
24. Dowamadeo and Co. 16, Naziria Building, Ballard Estate 
25. Asian Trading Co. 310, the Miraball, P. B. 1505 

CALCUTTA-

1. Chatterjee & Co ., 3jl, Bacharam Chatterjee Lane 
2. Dass Gupta & Co. Ltd ., 54/3, College Street 
3. Hindu Library, 69 A, Bolaram De Street 
4. S. K. Lahiri and Co. Private Ltd ., College Street 
5. M. C. Sarkar and Sons P. Ltd ., 14, Bankim Chatterjee Street 
6. W. Newman & Co. Ltd ., 3, Old Court House Street 
7. Oxford Book & Stationery Co ., 7, Park Street 
8. R. Chambray & Co ., Ltd ., Kent House, P. 33, Mission Road Extension 
9. S. C. Sarkar & Sons Private Ltd., I.C. College Square 

10. Thacker Spink & Co. (1933) P. Ltd ., 3, Esplanade East 
11. Firma K. L. Mukhopadhaya, 6jlA, Banchha Ram Akrar Lane 
12. K. K. Roy, P. Box No. 10210, Calcutta-19 
13. Sm. P. D. Upadhaya, 77, Muktar(lm Babu Street 
14. Universal Book Dist ., 8j2 Hastings Street 
15. Modern Book Depot, 9, Chowringhee Centre 
16. Soor and Co ., 125, Canning Street 
17. S. Bhattacharjee, 49, Dharamtala Street 
18. Mukheljee Library, 10, Sarba Khan Road 
19. Current Literature Co .,208, Mahatma Gandhi Road 
20. The Book Depository, 4/1, Madan Street (1st Floor) 
21. Scientific Book Agency, Netaji Subhas Road 
22. Reliance Trading Co ., 17 jl Banku Bihari Ghose Lane, District Howrah 
23. Indian Book Dist. Co., 6512, Mahatma Gandhi Road 
CALI CUT-Touring Book Stall 
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CHANDIGARH-

1. Supdt. Govt. Printing and Stationery, Punjab 
2. Jain Law Agency, Flat No.8, Sector No. 22 
3. Rama News Agency, Bookseller, Sector No. 22 
4. Universal Book Store, Booth 25" Sector 22 D 
5. English Book Shop, 34, Sector 22 D 
6. Mehta Bros., 15-Z, Sector 22 B 
7. Tandan Book Depot, Shopping Centre, Sector 16 
8. Kailash Law Publishers, Sector 22 B 
CHHINDWARA-The Verma Book Depot 
COCHIN-Saraswat Corporation Ltd., Palliarakav Road 

CUTTACK-

1. Press Officer, Orissa Sectt. 
2. Cuttack Law Times 
3. Prabhat K. Mabapatra , Mangalabag, P.B.35 
4. D.P. Sur & Sons, Mangalabag 
5. Utkal Stores, Balu Bazar 

DEHRADUN-

1. Jugal Kishore & Co., Rajpur Road 
2. National News Agency, Paltan Bazar 
3. Bishan Singh and Mahendra Pal Singh, 318, Chukhuwala 
4. Utam Pustak Bhandar, Paltan Bazar 

DELHI-

1. J.M. Jain & Brothers, Mori Gate 
2. Atma Ram & Sons, Kashmere Gate 
3. Federal Law Book Depot, Kashmere Gate 
4. Bahri Bros., 188, Lajpat Rai Market 
5. Bawa Harkishan Dass Bedi (Vijaya General Agencies) 

P. B. 2027,Ahata Kedara, Chamalian Road 
6. Book Well, 4, Sant Narankari Colony, P. B. 1565 
7. Imperial Publishing Co., 3, Faiz Bazar, Daryaganj 
8. Metropolitan Book Co.,I, Faiz Bazar 
9. Publication Centre, Subzimandi 

10. Youngman & Co., Nai Sarak 
11. Indian Army Book Depot, 3, Daryaganj 
12. All India Educational Supply Co., Shri Ram Buildings, Jawahar Nagar 
13. Dhanwant Medical & Law Book House, 1522, Lajpat Rai Market 
14. University Book House, 15, U. B. Bangalore Road, Jawahar Nagar 
15. Law Literature House, 2646, Balimaran 
16. Summer Brothers, P. O. Birla Lines 
17. Universal Book & Stationery Co., 16, Netaji Subhash Marg 
1-8. B. Nath & Bros., 3808, Charkhawalan (Chowari Bazar) 
19. Rajkamal Prakashan P. Ltd., 8, Faiz Bazar 
20. Premier Book Co., Printers, Publishers & Booksellers, Nai Sarak 
21. Universal Book Traders, 80, Gokhale Market 
22. Tech. & Commercial Book Coy., 75, Gokhale Market 
23. Saini Law Publishing Co., 1416, Chabiganj, Kashmere Gate 
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24. G. M. Ahuja, Booksellers & Stationers, 309, Nehru Bazar 
25. Sat Narain & Sons, 3141 Mohd. Ali Bazar, Mori Gate 
26. Kitab Mahal (Wholesale Div.) P. Ltd ., 28, Faiz Bazar 
27. Hindu Sahitya Sansar, Nai Sarak 
28. Munshi Ram Manohar Lal, Oriental Booksellers & Publishers 

P. B. 1165, Nai Sarak 
29. K. L. Seth, Suppliers of Law, Commercial & Tech. Books, Shanti 

Nagar, Ganeshpura 
30. Adarsh Publishing Service, 5 A/I0 Ansari Road 

DHANBAD-

1. Ismag Co-operative Stores Ltd ., P. O. Indian School of Mines 
2. New Sketch Press, Post Box 26 

DHARWAR- ' 

1. The AgrIcultural College Consumers Co-op. Society 
2. Rameshraya Book Depot, Subhas Road 
3. Karanatakaya Sahitya Mandira of Publishers and Booksellers 

ERNAKULAM-

1. Pai & Co ., Cloth Bazar Road 
2. South India Traders C/o. Constitutional Journal 

FEROZEPUR-English Book Depot, 78, Jhoke Road 
GAUHATI-Mokshada Pustakalaya 
GAYA-Sahitya Sadan, Gautam Buddha Marg 
GHAZIABAD-Jayana Book Agency 
GORAKHPUR- Vishwa Vidyalaya Prakashan, Nakhes Road 

GUDUR-The General Manager, The N. D. C. Publishing & Ptg. Society Ltd. 
GUNTUR-Book Lovers Private Ltd ., Kadriguda, Chowrasta 

GWALlOR-

1. Supdt. Printing & Stationery, M. B. 
2. Loyal Book Depot, Patankar Bazar, Laskhar 
3. M. C. Daftari, Prop. M. B. Jain & Bros., Booksellers, Sarafa, Laskhar 

HUBLI-Pervaje's Book H()use~ Koppikar Road 

HYDERABAD-

1. Director, Govt. Press 
2. The Swaraj Book Depot, Lakdikapul 
3. Book Lovers Private Ltd. 
4. Labour Law Publications 873, Sultan Bazar 

IMPHAL-Tikendra & Sons, Booksellers 

INDORE-

1. Wadhawa & Co ., 56, M. G. Road 
2. Swarup Brother'S Khajuri Bazar 
3. Madhya Pradesh Book Centre, 41, Ahilya Pura 
4. Modern Book House, Shiv Vilas Palace 
5. Navyus Sahitya Sadan, Publishers & Booksellers, 10, Khajuri Bazar 
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JABALPUR 

1. Modern Book House, 286, Jawaharganj 
2. National Book House, 135, Jai Prakash Narain Marg 

JAIPUR-

1. Government Printing & Stationery Deptt., Rajasthan 
2. Bharat Law House, Booksellers & Publishers, Opp. Prem Prakash Cinema 
3. Garg Book Co., Tripolia Bazar 
4. Vani Mandir, Sawai Mansingh Highway 
5. Kalyan Mal & Sons, Tripolia Bazar 
6. Popular Book Depot, Chaura Rasta 
7. B. Krishan Book Depot, Chama Rasta 
8. Dominion Law Depot, Shah Building, P .B. No. 23 

JAMNAGAR- Swedeshi Vastu Bhandar 
JAMSHEDPUR-

1. Amar Kitab Ghar, Diagonal Road, P. B. 78 
2. Gupta Stores, Dhatkidip 
3. Sanyal Bros., Booksellers & News Agents, Bistapur Market 
JA WALAPUR- Sahyog Book Depot 

JHUNJHUNU-

1. Shashi Kumar Sarat Chand 
2. Kapram Prakashan Prasaran, 1/90 Namdha Niwas Azad Marg 

JODHPUR-

1. Dwarka Das Rathi, Wholesale Books and News Agents 
2. Kitab-Ghar, Sojati Gate 
3. Choppra Brothers, Tripolia Bazar 

JULLUNDUR-

1. Hazooria Bros., Mai Hiran Gate 
2. Jain General House, Bazar Bansanwala 
3. University Publishers, Railway Road 

KANPUR-

1. Advani & Co., P. Box 100, The Mall 
2. Sahitya Niketan, Shradhanand Park 
3. The Universal Book Stall, The Mall 
4. Raj Corporation, Raj House, P. B. 200, Chowk 
KARUR- Shri V. Nagaraj Rao, 26, Srinivasapuram 
KODARMA-The Bhagwati Press, P. O. Jhumri Tilaiya, Dt. Hazaribagh 
KOLHAPUR- Maharashtra Granth Bhandar, Mahadwar Road 
KOTA- Kota Book Depot 
KUMTA- S. V. Kamat, Booksellers & Stationers (N. Kanara) 

LUCKNOW-

1. Soochna Sahitya Depot (State Book Depot) 
2.. Balkrishna Book Co. Ltd. Hazratganj 

, 3. British Book Depot, 84, Hazratganj 
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4. Ram Advani, Hazratganj, P. B. 154 
5. Universal Publishers (P) Ltd., Hazrat~anj 
6. Eastern Book Co., Lalbagh Road 
7. Civil & Military Educational Stores, 106/B Sadar Bazat 
8. Acquarium Supply Co., 213, Faizabad Road 
9. Law Book Mart, Amin-Ud-Daula Park 

LUDHIANA-

1. Lyall Book Depot,Chama Bazar 
2. Mohindra Brothers, Katcheri Road 
3. Nanda Stationery Bhandar, Pustak Bazar 
4. The Pharmacy News, Pindi Street 

MADRAS-
I 

1. Supdt. Govt. Press, Mount Road 
2. Account Test Institute, P. O. 760, Egmore 
3. C.Subbiah Chetty & Co., Triplicane 
4. K. Krishnamurthy, Post Box 384 
5. Presidency Book Supplies, 8, Pycrofts Road, Triplicane 
6. P. Vardhachary & Co., 8, Linghi Chetty Street 
7. Palani Prachuram, 3, Pycrofts Road, Triplicane 
8. NCBH Private Ltd., 199, Mount Road 
9. V. Sadanand, The Personal Bookshop. 10, Congress 

Building,Ill, Mount Road 

MADURAI-

. 1. Oriental Book House, 258, West Masi Street 
2. Vivekananda Press, 48, West Masi Street 

MANDYA SUGAR TOWN- K. N. Narimhe Gowda & Sons 
MANGALORE- U.R. Shenoye Sons, Car Street, P. Box 128 
MANJESHWAR- Mukenda Krishna Nayak 
MATHURA- Rath & Co., Tilohi Building, Bengali Ghat 

MEERUT-

1. Prakash Educational Store, Subhas Bazar 
2. Hind Chitra Press, West Kutchery Road 
3. Loyal Book Depot, Chhippi Tank 
4. Bharat Educational Stores, Chhippi Tank 
5. Universal Book Depot, Booksellers & News Agents 

MONGHYR-Anusandhan, Minerva Press Building 

MUSSOORIE-

1. Cambridge Book Depot, The Mall 
2. Hind Traders 

MUZAFFARNAGAR-

1. Mittal & Co., 85- C. New Mandi 
2. B. S. Jain & Co., 71, Ab.upura 
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MUZAFFARPlJR_; 

1. Scientific & Educational Suppiy Syndicate 
2. Legal Corner, Tikmanio House, Amgola Road 
3. Tirhut Book Depot 

MYSORE-

1. H. Venkataramiah & Sons, New Statue Circle 
2. Peoples Book House, Opp. Jagan Mohan Palace 
3. Geeta Book House, Booksellers & Publishers, Krishnamurthipuram 
4. News Paper House, Lansdowne Building 
5. Indian Mercantile Corporation, Toy Palace Ramvilas 
NADIAD- R. S. Desay, Station Road 

NAG PUR-

1. Supdt., Govt, Press & Book Depot 
2. Western Book Depot., Residency Road 
3. The Asstt. Secretary, Mineral Industry Association, Mineral House 
NAINITAL~Coural Book Depot, Bara Bazar 

NANDED-

1. Book Centre, College Law General Books, Station Road 
2. Hindustan General Stores, Paper & Stationery Merchants, P.B. No. 51 
3. Sanjoy Book Agency, Vazirabad 

NEW DELHI-

1. Amtit Book Co., Connaught Circus 
2. Bhawani & Sons, 8 F, Connaught Place 
3. Central News Agency, 23/90, Connaught Circus 
4. Empire Book Depot, 278, Aliganj 
S. English Book Stores, 7-L, Connaught Circus P. O. B. 328 
6. Faqir Chand & Sons, IS-A, Khan Market 
7. Jain Book Agency, C-9, Prem House, Connaught Place 
8. Oxford Book & Stationery Co., Scindia House 
9. Ram Krishna & Sons (of Lahore) 16/B, Connaught Place 

10. Sikh Publishing House, 7-C, Connaught Place 
11. Suneja Book Centre, 24/90, Connaught Circus 
12. United Book Agency, 31, Municipal Market, Connaught Circus 
13. Jayana Book Depot, Chhaparwala Kuan, Karol Bagh 
14. Navayug Traders, Desh Bandhu Gupta Road, Dev Nagar 
15. Saraswati Book Depot, 15, Lady Harding Road 
16. The Secretary, Indian Met. Society, Lodi Road 
17. New Book Depot, Latest Books, Periodicals, Sty. & 

Novelles, P. B. 96, Connaught Place 
18. Mehta Brothers, 50-G, Kalkaji 
19. Luxmi Book Stores, 42, Janpath 
20. Hindi Book House, 82, Janpath 
21. People Publishing House (P) Ltd., Rani Jhansi Road 
22. Sharma Bros., 17, New Market, Moti Nagar 
23. R. K. Publishers, 23, Beadon Pura, Karol Bagh 
24. Aapki Dukan, 5/5777, Dev Nagar 
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25. Sarvodaya Service. 66A-1, Rohtak Road. P. B. 2521 
26. H. Chandson, P. B. No. 3034 
27. The Secretary, Federation of Association of Small 

Industry of India, 23-B/2, Rohtak Road 
28. Standard Booksellers & Stationers, Palam Enclave 
29. Lakshmi Book Depot, 57, Regarpura 
30. Sant Ram Booksellers, 16, New Mun~ipal Market, Lody Colony 

PANJIM-

1. Singhals Book House, P. O. B~ 70, Near the Church 
2. Sagoon Gaydev Dhoud, Booksellers, 5-7 Rua, 3, Ide Jameria 
PATHANKOT-The Krishna Book Depot, Main Bazar 

PATIALA-

1. Supdt. Bhupendra State Press 
2. Jain & Co., 17, Shah Nashin Bazar 

PATNA-

1. Supdt. Govt. Printing (Bihar) 
2. J. N. P. Agarwal & Co., Padri-Ki-Haveli Raghunath Bhawan 
3. Luxmi Trading Co., Padri-Ki-Haveli 
4. Moti Lal Banarsi Dass, Bankipore 
5. Bengal Law House, Chowhatta 
PITHORAGARH- Maniram Punetha & Sons 
PONDICHERRY- Mis. Honesty Book House, 9, Rue Duplixe 

POONA-

1. Deccan Book Stall, Deccan Gymkhana 
2. Imperial ~ook Depot, 266, M. G. Road 
3. International Book Service, Deccan Gymkhana 
4. Raka Book Agency, Opp. Natu's Chawl, Near Appa Balwant Chowk 
5. Utility Book Depot, 1339, Shivaji Nagar 
PUDUKOTTAI- ShriP. N. Swaminathan Sivam & Co., East Main Road 
RAJKOT- Mohan Lal Dossabhai Shah. Booksellers and Sub-Agents 

RANCHI-

1. Crown Book Depot, Upper Bazar 
2. Pustak Mahal, Upper Bazar 
REWA- Supdt. Govt. State Emporium V. P. 
ROURKELA- The Rourkela Review 
SAHARANPUR- Chandra Bharata Pustak Bhandar, Court Road 
SECUNDERABAD- Hindustan Diary Publishers, Market Street 
SILCIrAR- Shri Nishit Sen, Nazirpatti 

SIMLA-

1. Supdt. Himachal Pradesh Govt. 
2. Minerva Book Shop, The Mall 
3. The New Book Depot, 79, The Mall 
SINNAR- Shri N. N. lakhadi, Agent, Times of India, Sinnar (Nasik) 
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SHILLONG-

1. The Officer-in-Charge, Assam Govt. B. D. 
2. Chapala Bookstall, P. B. No.1 

SONEPAT-United Book Agency 
SRINAGAR-The Kashmir Bookshop, Residency Road 
SURAT-Shri Gajanan Pustakalaya, Tower Road 

TIRUCHlRAPALLI-

1. Kalpana Publishers, W osiur 
2. S. Krishnaswami & Co ., 35, Subhash Chander Bose Road 
3. Palamiappa Bros. 

TRIVANDRUM-

1. International Book Depot, Main Road 
2. Reddear Press & Book Depot, P. B. No.4 

TUTICORIN-Sri K. Thiagarajan, lO-C. French Chapal Road 

UDAIPUR-

1. Jagdish & Co, Inside Surajapole 
2. Book Centre, Maharana, Bhopal Consumers' Co-op. Society Ltd. 

UJJAIN-Manak Chand Book Depot, Sati Gate 

VARANASI-

1. Students, Friends & Co ., Lanka 
2. Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series Office, Gopal Mandir Road, P. B. 8 
3. Glob Book Centre 
4. Kohinoor Stores, University Road, Lanka 
5. B. H. U. Book Depot 

VELLORE-A. Venkatasubhan, Law Booksellers 
VIJAYAWADA-The Book & Review Centre, Eluru Road, Governpet 

VISAKHAPATNAM-

1. Gupta Brothers, Vizia Building 
2. Book Centre, 11/97, Main Road 
3. The Secy., Andhra University, General Co-op. Stores Ltd. 

VIZIANAGARAM-Sarda & Co. 
WARDHA-Swarajeya Bhandar, Bhorji Market 

FOR LOCAL SALE 

1. Govt. of India Kitab Mahal, Janpath, Opp. India Coffee House, New Delhi. 
2. Govt. of India Book Depot, 8, Hastings Street, Calcutta. 
3. High Commissioner for India in London, India House, London W. C. 2. 

RAILWAY BOOKSTALL HOLDERS 

1. SIS. A. H. Wheeler & Co., 15, Elgin Road, Allahabad. 
2. Gahlot Bros., K. E. M. Road, Bikaner. 
3. Higginbothams & Co. Ltd. Mount Roaa, Madras 
4. M. Gulab Singh & Sons Private Ltd ., Mathura Road, New Delhi. 

106 

(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 



FOREIGN 

1. S(S. Education Enterprise Private Ltd. Kathmandu (Nepal) 
2. S/S.Aaktie Bologat, C.E. Fritzes Kungl, Hovobokhandel, Fredsgation-2, 

Box 1656, Stockholm-16 (Sweden) 
3. Reise-und Verkehrsverlag Stuttgart, Post 730, Gutenbergstra 21, Stuttgart 

No. 11245, Stuttgart den (Germany West) 
4. Shri Iswar Subramanyam 452, Reversite Driv Apt. 6, New York, 27 NWY. 
5. The Proprietor, Book Centre, Lakshmi Mansions, 49, The Mall, Lahore (Pakistan) 

ON S. AND R.BASIS 

1. The Head Clerk, Go"t. Book Depot, Ahmedabad 
2. The Asstt. Director, Extension Centre, Kapileswar Road, Belgaum. 
3. The Employment Officer, Employment Exchange, Dhar 
4. The Asstt. Director, Footwear Extension Centre, Polo Ground No.1, Jodhpur 
5. The O. I/C, Extension Centre, Club Road, Muzaffarpur 
6. The Director, Indian Bureau of Mines, Govt. ofIndia, Ministry of Mines & Fuel, Nagpur 
7. The Asstt. Director, Industrial Extension Centre, Nadiad (Gujarat) 
8. The Head Clerk, Photozincographic Press, 5, Finance Road, Poona 
9. Govt. Printing & Stationery, Rajkot 

10. The O.I/C, Extension Centre, Industrial Estate, Kokar, Ranchi 
11. The Director, S. I. S. I. Industrial Extension Centre, Udhna, Surat 
12. The Registrar of Companies, Narayani Building, 27, Brabourne Road, CaIcutta-1 
13. The Registrar of Companies, Kerala, 50, Feet ~ad, Ernakulam 
14. The Registrar of Companies, H. No. 3-5-83, Hyderguda, Hyderabad 
15. The Registrar of Companies, Assam, Manipur & Tripura, Shillong 
16. Registrar of Companies, Sunlight Insurance Building, Ajmeri Gate Extension, New Delhi 
17. Registrar of Companies, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, Link Road, lullundur City 
18. Registrar of Companies, Bihar, Jamal Road, Patna-1 
19. Registrar of Companies, Raj & Ajmer, Shri Kamta Prasad House, 1st Floor ·C· Scheme, 

Ashok Marg, J aipur 
20. The Registrar of Companies, Andhra Bank Building, 6, Linghi Chetty Street, 

P. B. 1530 Madras 
21. The Registrar of Companies, Mahatma Gandhi Road, West Cotto Bldg. P. B. 334, Kanpur 
22. The Registrar of Companies, Everest 100, Marine Drive, Bombay 
23. The Registrar of Companies, 162, Brigade Road, Bangalore 
24. The Registrar of Companies, Gwalior 
25. Asitt. Director, Extension Centre, Bhuli Road, Dhanbad 
26. Registrar of Companies, Orissa, Cuttack Chandi, Cuttack --
27. The Registrar of Companies, Gujarat State, Gujarat Samachar Building, AhmedaJi!id' 
28. Publication Division, Sale Depot, North Block, New Delhi 
29. The Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries, New Delhi 
30. The O. Ije., University Employment Bureau, Luckow 
-31. O. IjC., S.I.S.1. Extension Centre, MaIda 
32. o. lie., S.I.S.I. Extension Centre, Habra, Tabaluria, 24 Parganas 
33. O. lie., S.I.S.I. Model Carpentry Workshop, Piyali Nagar, P.O. Burnipur _____ . 
34. O. liC., S.LS.I. Chrontanning Extension Centre, Tangra 33, North Topsia Road, Calcutta-46 
35. o. I/C., S.I.S.I. Extension Centre (Footwear), Calcutta 
36. Asstt. Director, Extension Centre, Hyderabad 
37. Asstt. Director, Extension Centre, Krishna Distt. (A.P.) 
38. Employment Officer, Employment Exchange, Jhabua 
39. Dy. Director Incharge, S.LS.1. ; C/o Chief Civil Admn. Goa, Panjim 
40. The Registrar of Trade Unions, Kanpur -
41. The Employment Officer, Employment Exchange, Gopal Bhavan Mornia 
42. The O. I/C, State Information Centre, Hyderabad 
43. The Registrar of Companies, Pondicherry 
44. The Asstt. Director of Publicity and Information, Vidhana Saubha (p.B. 271) Bangalore 
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