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FOREWORD 

Apart from laying the foundations of 
demography in this subcontinent, a hundred 
years of the Indian Census has also produced 
'elaborate and scholarly accounts of the 
variegated phenomena of Indian life-sometimes 
with no statistics attached, but usually with 
just enough statistics to give empirical under
pinning to their conclusions.' In a country, 
largely illiterate, where statistical or numerical 
comprehension of even such a simple thing as 
age was liable to be inaccurate, an under
standing of the social structure was essential. 
It was more necessary to attain a broad under
standing of what was happening around 
oneself than to wrap oneself up in 'statistical 
ingenuity' or 'mathematical manipulation'. 
This explains why the Indian Census came to be 
interested in 'many by-paths' and 'nearly every 
branch of scholarship, from anthropology and 
sociology to geography and religion'. 

In the last few decades the Census has 
increasingly turned its efforts to the presen
tation of village statistics. This suits the temper 
of the times as well as our political and eco
nomic structure. For even as we have a 
great deal of centralization on the one hand 
and decentralization on the other, my colleagues 
thought it would be a welcome continuation of 
the Census tradition to try to . nvest the dry 
bones of village statistics with flesh-and-blood 
accounts of social structure and social change. 
It was accordingly decided to select ~ few 
villages in every State for special study, where 
personal observation would be brought to 
bear on the interpretation of statistics to find 
out how much of a village was static and yet 
changing and how fast the winds of change 
were blowing and from where. 

Randomness of selection was, therefore, 
eschewed. There was no intention to build up 
a picture for the whole State in quantitative 
tenus on the basis of villages selected statisti
cally at random. The selection was avowedly 
purposive: the object being as much to find 
out what was happening and how fast to those 
villages which had fewer reasons to choose 
change and more to remain lodged in the past 
as to discover how thc more 'normal' types of 
villages were cbanging. They were to be 
primarily type studies which, by virtue of their 
number and distribution, would also give 
the reader a 'feel' of what was going on and 
some kind of a map of the country. 

(i) 

A brief account of the tests of selection will 
help to explain. A minimum of thirty-five 
villages was to be chosen with great care to 
represent adequately geographical, occu
pational and even ethnic diversity. Of this 
minimum of thirty-five, the distribution was 
to be as follows : 

(a) At least eight villages were to be so 
selected that each of them would contain one 
dominant community with one predominating 
occupation, e.g. fishermen, forest workers, 
jhum cultivators, potters, weavers, salt-makers, 
quarry workers etc. A village should have a 
minimum population of 400, the optimum 
being between 500 and 700. 

(b) At least seven villages were to be of 
numerically prominent Scheduled Tribes of 
the State. Each village could represent a 
particular tribe. The minimum population 
should be 400, the optimum being between 
500 and 700. 

( c) The third group of villages should each 
be of fair size, of an old and settled character 
and contain variegated occupations and be, 
if possible, multi-ethnic in composition. By 
fair size was meant a population of 500~700 
persons or more. The village should mainly 
depend on agriculture and be sufficiently away 
from the major sources of modern commu
nication such as the district administrative 
headquarters and business centres. It should 
be roughly a day's journey from the above 
places. The villages were to be selected with 
an eye to variation in terms of size, proximity 
to city and other means of modern commu
nication, nearness to hills, jungles and major 
rivers. Thus there was to be a regional distri
bution throughout the State of this category 
of villages. If, however, a particular district 
contained significant ecological variations 
within its area, more than one village in the 
district might be selectedlto study the special 
adjustments to them. 

It is a unique feature of these village surveys 
that they rapidly outgrew their original terms 
of reference, as roy colleagues warmed up to 
their work. This proved for them an absorbing 
voyage of discovery and their infectious enthu
siasm compelled me to enlarge the inquiry's 
scope again and again. It was just as well 
cautiously to feel one's way about at first and 



then venture further afield, and although it 
accounts to some extent for a certain unevenness 
in the quality and coverage of the monographs, 
it served to compensate the purely honorary 
and extra-mural rigours of the task. For, the 
Survey, along with its many ancillaries' like 
the survey of fairs and festivals, of small 
and ru.ral industry and others, was;m 'ex~ra', 
over and above the cJushing load of the 1961 
Census. 

It might be of interest to recount briefly 
the stages by which the Survey enlarged its 
scope. At the first Census Conference in 
September, 1959, the Surve'y set itself the task 
of what might be called a record it&SITU of 
materifll traits, like settlement patterns of the 
village; house types ; diet ; dress, ornaments 
and footwear ; furniture and storing vessels; 
common means of transport of goods and 
passengers; domestication of animals and 
birds ; markets attended ; worship of deities, 
festivals and fairs. There were to be recordings, 
of course, of cultural and social traits and 
occupational mobility. This was followed up 
in March, 1960, by two specimen schedules, 
one for each household, the other for the 
village as a whole, which apart from spelling 
out the mode of inquiry -suggested in the 
September, 1959- conference, introduced groups 
of questions aimed at sensing changes in 

. attitude and behaviour in such fields as 
marriage, inheritance, movable and im
movable property, industry, indebtedness, 
educaticsn, community life and collective 
activity, 'socjal disabilities, forums of appeal 
over disputes, village leadership, and organi
sation of cultural life. It was now plainly the 
intention to provide adequate statistical support 
to empirical 'feel' , to approach qualitative 
change through statistical quantities. It had 
been difficult to give thought to the importance 
of 'just enough statistics to give empirical 
underpinning to conclusion', at a time when 
my colleagues were straining themselves to the 
utmost for the success of the main Census 
operations, but once the census count itself 
was left behind in March 1961, a seriesot: three 
regional -seminars in Trivandrum (May 1961), 
Darjeeling and Sri nagar. (June 1961) restored 

(ii) 

their attention to this field and the importance 
of tracing social change through a number of 
well-devised statistical tables was once again 
recognised. This itself presupposed a fresh 
survey of villages already done; but it was 
worth the trouble in view of the possibilities 
that a close analysis of statistics offered, and 
also because the 'consanguinity' schedule 
remained to be canvassed.' By November, 
1961, however, more was expected of these 
surveys than ever before. There was dissatis
faction on the one hand with too many general 
statements and a growing desire on the other 
to draw conclusions from statistics, to regard 
social and economic data as inter-related 
processes, and finally to examine the social 
and economic processes set in motion through 
land reforms and other laws, legislative and 
l:\dministrative measures, technological and 
cultural change. Finally, a study "Camp was 
organised in the last week of December, 1961, 
when the whole field was carefully gone 
through over again and a programme worked 
out closely knitting the various aims of the 
Survey together. The Social &tudies Section 
of the Census Commission rendered assistance 
to State Superintendents by way of scrutiny 
and technical comment on the frame of Survey 
and presentation of results. 

This gradual unfolding of the aim~ of the 
Survey prevented my colleagues from.adopting 
as many villages.as they had originally intended 
to. But I believe that what m,ay have been 
lost in quantity has been more than made up 
for in quality. This is, perhaps, for the first 
time that such a Survey has been conducted in 
any country, and that purely as a labo'ur of 
love. It has succeeded in attaining what it 
£et out to achieve : .to construct a map of 
village India's social structure. One hopes 
that the volumes of this Survey will help 
to retain for the Indian Census its title to 
'the most fruitful single source of information 
about the country'. Apart from other features, 
it will perhaps be conceded that the Survey 
has set up a new Census standard in pictorial 
and graphic documentation. The schedules 
finally adopted for this monograph have been 
printed in an appendix. 

New Delhi, 

July 30, 1964. 

Asok Mitra 

Registrar General, India. 



PREFACE 

Phongjangre, a secluded Mikir village in one 
of the most inaccessible areas of A ~sam, has 
been selected for the purpose of conducting 
socio~economic enquiries. The main purpose 
for the selection is to find out how far the 
wind of change has affected the village, and to 
assess whether planned economy has had any 
impact in this tribal village. Census data have 
been collected for this village during the Enu
meration, but the purpose of this survey is also 
to try to invest the dry bones of village statistics 
with flesh-and-blood accounts of the social 
structure of the village. 

2. The village presents an interesting picture 
of the social and economic life of the Mikirs, 
one of the major tribes of Assam, whose history 
is embedded in the misty tradition of the Naga
Bodo Sub-Group whose dominion once exten
ded over most parts of northern Assam in the 
not-too-distant past. The survey shows that 
due to its isolation, the Mikir people of this 
village still retain much of the characteristics of 
the old-type Mikir village, their mode of life 
still being shaped and directed by ancient tradi
tions. This is in sharp contrast to other more 
sophisticated Mikir villages lying in the eastern 
part of the district where the people have been 
subjected to the impact of the cultures of their 
Assamese and Bengali neighbours. Modern 
civilisation has touched only the fringe of the 
culture of these people who still breathe the 
freedom of the mountain air, who still drink the 
clear water of the fountains regardless of its 
contents, and to whom the world at large is not 
much beyond the horizon. With apologies to 
Goldsmith, it may be said that little do these 
people want nor want that little long. When 
one visits this village and tries to identify him
self with these people, one has a feeling of being 
drawn into the vortex of an eerie world where 
woods and stones seem to speak, and nature 

(iii) 

cuddles one into its own bosom. It is an escape 
from the madding crowd. 

3. In this monograph, every care has been 
taken to probe into the social and economic 
life of the people with the hope that it may bring 
to light some fundamental aspects of the tradi
tional way of life of the Mikir people and the 
slow advent of changes brought about by 
modern developmental activities. It is a study 
of a village where personal observations are 
brought to bear on the interpretation of statis
tics to find out how much of the village is still 
static and yet changing and how fast the winds 
of change are blowing and from where. 

4. Prior to the formation of the United 
Mikir and North Cachar Hills district, this 
village was situated in the J owai subdivision of 
the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills district. That 
association has had certain permanent effects 
on the people as is evidenced by the fact that 
certain words like 'kur', 'laisnem' and 'duwan' 
are used and understood in the same manner 
by the people of this village as by the Pnars. 

5. The survey of this village was completed 
in about one week, from the 10th of January, 
1963 to the 16th of January, 1963 by Sarvashri 
K. S. Lyngdoh and A. B. Pugh, Economic 
Investigators; accompanied by Sri J.L. Timung, 
Supervisor. Photographic work was done by 
Sri S. K. Datta, office Photographer, and the 
cover page, the village map and the house plan 
were prepared by Sri D. Fraser, draughtsman, 
while Sri T. Tlinga, another draughtsman, 
prepared the sketches. Materials from house
hold schedules were compiled by Sri I. Khyriem, 
Supervisor. A word of thanks may be said of 
Dr. B.K. Roy Burman, Officer on Special Duty 
of the Registrar General's Office, for offering 
valuable suggestions in improving the draft 
before the monograph is sent for printing. 

E. H. PAKYNTEIN 

Superintendent of Census Operations, 
Assctm. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE VILLAGE 

Introducing the village 

Phongjangre is a village situated in the remo
test part of the West Mikir area of the 
United District of Mikir and North Cachar 
Hills. The village stands on a saddle of 
low ranges running from north to south. It is a 
typical village inhabited by a homogeneous 
group of people known as the Mikirs. It lies 
approximately between 92°38' North latitude 
and 25 049' East longitude at an altitude 
'of about 1,70P feet. 

In order to get a clear idea of the location of 
the village, it is perhaps necessary to mention 
here that the formation of the district took 
place just after Independence although it was 
formally constituted only in November, 1951. 
A part of the eastern portion of the Nowgong 
district, a part of the Golaghat subdivision, a 
part of the north-eastern portion of the Jowai 
subdivision of the United Khasi-Jaintia Hills 
district and the whole of the North Cachar 
Hills subdivision of the Cachar district were 
incorporated into this new United Autonomous 
District. Within the district there are three 
separate areas, two of which are more or less 
inhabited by'the Mikirs, while the remaining 
area, that is, the North Cachar Hills, is inhabited 
by the Dimasa Kacharis, the Zlmi Nagas, the 
l<ukis and the Khasis. The two areas inhabited 
by the Mikirs are the ~ast Mikir wher~ the dis
trict headquarters, Dlphu, about 94 mdes from 
the village, is situated and the West Mikir area 
which formerly belonged to the Jowai subdivi
sion. It is in the western area inat the village 
Phongjangre is situated. It may be pointed 
out that though the two areas, that js, the eas
tern and the western, are typical Mikir areas, 
yet they are separated to a great extent from 

each other by a strip of the Nowgong district. 
The reason for this is that the grouping of these 
areas into one district was done according to 
the homogeneity of the tribes living in the areas 
concerned. 

It also needs be mentioned that of the two 
areas mainly inhabited by the Mikirs, the people 
living in the western part are still more attached 
to their tribal ways of life than those in the 
eastern portion who have been more affected by 
their Assamese neighbours. The reason is that 
while the western portion is bounded on three 
sides by the neighbouring tribal districts with 
only one side open to the plains and hence to 
the civilization of the Brahmaputra valley, the 
eastern part is something of an island in the midst 
of a plain. Although· the Mikirs living in these 
two areas originated from the same ethnic 
source, their ways of life are slightly different 
because of the influences experienced by those 
living in the eastern side by long and steady 
contact with outside factors. This fact has to 
be borne in mind while studying the inhabitants 
living in the two areas of the Mikir Hills. The 
manners and customs of the Mikirs of Phong
jangre have by and large remained 'unaffected, 
though not completely unaffected, because of 
their isolation. This is the main reason why 
this village has been selected for the survey of a 
Mikir village which, on the one hand is still 
typically Mikir, while on the other hand, the 
impact of socio-economic factors has also been 
reflected in this villag~. 

Size of the village 

The village covers an area of 843 acres of 
land and the table below gives the demity of 
the population in the village. 



PHONGJANGR"S 

Table 1.1 

Source: 1961, Census 

---------------Populatio;:;------ Density --Number --- Numb;---

Area ------ (Population of households of houses 
Males Females Total per sq. mile) 

-------------- ----------
843 acres or 223 220 443 336 81 81 

1'32 sq. miles 
-----------'-----------------------------... _-

From the above table, it appears that the 
village has a density of 336 (P?pulation per. sq. 
mile). This village may be conslder~d as medlUm 
sized by all-India standard, but by hill standard, 
the village is fairly big. 

Residential pattern 

As has been noted earlier, the village stands 
on a saddle of low ranges running from north to 
south. There' is a wide footpath which runs 
along the main range and on both sides of it 
are found the main arteries of the residential 
quarters of the village. The village is not a 
compact one because of the terrain and so houses 
appear on top of six low hills and they are all 
connected by footpaths. It may however be 
noted that there is no clan or knr-wise clus
tering of households on thes~ sepa~ate hillocks. 
To t.he north-east of the VIllage IS the lower 
primary school, while further east are found 
the jhum fields as well as small patches of wet 
paddy fields. Tbe wet paddy fields are watered 
by small streams or rivulets which rise from the 
surrounding hills. The land towards the wes
tern part of the village is higher .than the village 
itself while towards the east It overlooks a 
rolling plain. 

Communications 

The irregular nature of the area is greatly 
responsible for the lack of good communications 
and it checks any rapid developtnent of the 
same. A motorable non-metallic road runs 
from Hojai, the railway station, towards the 
direction of the village. The distance between 
Hojai and the village is approximately 40 miles 
by road. The road which gets dusty in win.ter 
and becomes muddy in summer runs west about 
seven miles to the bank of the Kopili river where 
a ferry service is available up to Dongkamukam, 
the headquarters of the Rongkhang Multi
Purpose Community Developme?-t B!ock (now 
Tribal Development Block) WhICh hes on the 
other side of the river. From Dong1:amukam 
the road runs south-east till it reaches the 
Kalonga village on the side of the Kalonga river. 
Here the road terminates. From Kalonga one 
has to go on foot for about 18 miles to 
reach the village Phongjangre continually 
aseending and descending the steep sides of an 
undulating plateau. The footpath follows the 

course of the Kalonga river and proceeds in this 
manner to a point 3 miles upstream ~nd crosses 
the river through a temporary bndge. The 
path then takes a south-west turn and goes ul' a 
steep ascent of about 3,000 feet. On re~ching 
the top of the steep hill where the land .IS flat, 
the path advances for a further seven nules to
wards the ups and downs of low ra~ges until ~t 
reaches the village. The path WIdens as It 
approaches the village and houses are found on 
its both sides. 

Important public places 

There is nothing worth seeing in th~ village 
except one lower primary school :W~lch was 
established by the District CouncIl III ~960. 
There is no post office in and around the v111ag.e 
and if anyone in the village wishes to CO~UDl
cate with relatives or friends outside the VIllage, 
a messenger is engaged for the purpose. A 
Branch Post Office has been established at 
Dongkamukam, about 24 miles f10m the village, 
but no dak-runner seems to have been en~aged 
for the inhabitants of lhe village Phong
jangre. Although the villagers burn their dead 
there is no permanent crematorium inside the 
village. Such places lie scattered around the 
village. The Mikirs have no temple, shrine or 
altar. There is no club-house and no perma
nent place where village durbars can be held. 
Such an assembly is held at the house of the 
village headman or ·satthc'. 

Sources of water and sanitation 

'rhe surrounding hills with their numerous 
streamlets rising from them offer good sources 
of water to the village. It is from these riVUlets 
that the village obtains its supply. of water Which 
is conveyed to the village by means of bamboo 
pipes. But the water does not appear to be 
good because it is not as clear as other hill 
fountains and moreover the village is in a sub
montane area with plenty of mosquitoes and 
other insects. Henee the village though pic
turesque is not a healthy one. Besides that, the 
keeping of goats and pigs in large number just 
below the plinths makes it all the more filthy. 
There is no drainage system and the result is 
that foul water finds its way into the path and 
the neighbouring houses. Excretion is done 
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THE VILLAGE 
only a few feet away from the house and pigs 
perform the duty of sweepers.. In fact sanita
tion is totally absent in the village., 

Welfare and administrative institutions, 
market etc. 

There is no remarkable institution within a 
radius of 15 miles and Dongkamukam which 'is 
the block headquarters is about 24 miles from the 
village. The police station is located at Baitha
lang so about 20 miles away. The way to it 
which is but a footpath is hard, monotonous 
rocky and steep. All the administrative and 
welfare institutions are located at Diphu, the 
headquarters of the Mikir Hills subdivision. The 
office of the Mikir Hills District Council 
is also located there with full powers and res
ponsibility over the areas within its jurisdiction. 
Kalonga which is about 18 miles distant from 
the village has an important market place. 
Hence commercial activities are carried on in 
this market place. There is no co-operative 
store or society and the villagers experience great 
difficulty in disposing their products as well as 
purchasing consumer goods. They have to go 
a long way to Kalonga for shopping and 
marketing purposes. Kalonga, though a 
small village, has become important only on 
account of its being a market place. Dispensaries 
both for man and animal and educational faci
lities are found at Dongkamukam, the block 
headquarters. In most oftbe villages which are 
located far away from the block headquarters, 
although within its jurisdiction, these facilities 
cannot be availed of and the gram sevaks are 
not so active as to wade through dense jungles 
and hilly routes to provide the villagers with 
the facilides of the block. Hence energetic 
development is impossible at Phongjangre which 
is unfortunately located in a very remote part 
of the area. 

Physical aspects 

Tile West Mikir Hills area is a 11illy region 
situated betWLen the plains of the Brahm~putra 
Valley <tnd the Unitl!d Khasi-Jaintia Hills 
which is p::trt of a continuous range stretching 
across the middle of Assam. Most of the hill 
tops in the are::t ure lower compared with the 
heights of the peaks in the middle part of the 
range. Some of the tributaries of the 
Brahmaputra of which the Kopili is the most 
important pass through the area before they 
join the mighty Brahmaputra. Amidst the 
ups and downs of this area, the village 
Phongjangre is situated. Some summits some
times attain a height of about 4,000 feet but the 
greater part of the area is at a much lower 
elevation. The soil is full of rocks and the 
whole area is covered with forest growth. 

Though full of rocks the soil is light and is soon 
exhausted by cropping. It is naturally most 
fertile in the valleys where the deepest deposits 
are found. 

Though the area lies directly in the path 
of the monsoons, it is in the leeward side. It 
is protected from the direct approach of the 
monsoons by the higher central ranges of the 
United Khasi-Jaintia Hills and the North 
Cachar Hills. Even so, the area gets a fairly 
moderate rainfall. The temperature of the 
place is also moderate. 'The averilge 
temperature is neither as cold as other neigh
bouring hills nor is it as hot as thos!! in the 
plains. No data are available regarding the 
average annual rainfall and temperature of the 
place from any source. 

Flora and fauna 

The evergreen forests with plenty of wild 
bananas and bamboos are the home of the 
various kinds of wild animals such as elephants, 
wild buffaloes, tigers, bears, deer, etc. Among 
these animals, wild elephants are the most 
dangerous. They often attack the village and 
damage the jhum fields, as reported by the 
villagers. Rabbits are also great pests in the 
jhum fields where they may eat up the crops 
and devour the gathered stock. Snakes of 
various kinds, large and small, are found. 
Various species of biro.s break the silence of the 
forests with their sweet melodies. Monkeys 
are also found in large numbers and often 
assail the jhum fields in .company. 

'There are many areas under forests in and 
around the village. These forests are chiefly of 
bamboo (bamboosa sp) figs of different 
species, cinnamon, gomari (gmelina arborea), 
amaripora, etc., and a few other trees valuable 
for timber. But most of the larger timbers 
have been destroyed by the regular practice 
of jhumming by the villagers. Demand for 
firewood is also very keen and this results in 
wanton destruction of valuable forest growth. 
The Rongkhang Reserve Forest which is 
about 16 miles from the village covers an area 
of about *8,887 acres and the trees are of 
miscellaneous types. With the exception of 
this Reserve Forest, the tract bears an extensive 
area of unclassed State forests. This area 
is forest in name only on account of the fact 
that unrestricted jhumming has virtually 
destroyed aU trees rendering the whole area 
covered with bamboos, weeds and grasses 
but a few scattered trees here and there. 
Where jhumming has not been extended, the 
forests lie deep and dense, but there are only 
few patches where dense forests are still found. 

------------------------------------~ -----* According to the record available from the Forest Department 
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PHONGJANGRE 

History of the village 

Notlu l' precise and s..1tisfactory is known 
about thl; .ist nee of the village. There are 
no written records and everything is lost in 
the vague memory of the people. The following 
legend will throw some light about the origin 
of the village as narrated by one elderly villager. 
A long time ago, before the village came into 
existence, there was a huge and tall jack tree in 
the south-western part of the district. The 
tree grew on a saddle of low ranges and stood 
majestically among the bushes. It seemed to 
overlord all the areas around it and could be 
discerned from a long distance. The place 
was calm, quiet and solitary and only the 
rustling of the leaves in a gentle breeze could 
be heard. The place all around it was rich and 
fertile and everything "Seemed fresh and pure. 
At that time a couple, husband and wife, 
migrated from the interior part of the Mikir 
Hills, from a place known as "Sochang 
Mindar", in search of better land for cultivation. 
The couple could not find any place fit for 
cultivation and after a long journey they 
arrived at this place where the jack tree 

Name of village : Phongjangre 

Table 1.2 

~---

grew. They took re&t at the foot of the tree 
and spent the night there. When they woke up 
in the morning they found that the place was 
very rich and fertile and so they decided to 
settle down and cultivate there. The land 
yielded the best kind of crops that could be 
found nowhere else and this attracted other 
settlers to the place. When settlement was 
made it was" found necessary to name the place 
after the jack tree which grew there. Thenceforth 
the place was known as 'Phongjangre' meaning 
'solitary jack tree',,-'phong' means 'jack tree' 
and 'jangre' means 'calm and solitary.' 

Settlement history 

Out of the 81 households in the village, 
only 58 were covered by the field survey. The 
remaining households could not be surveyed 
because the heads of the household could not 
be contacted due to the fact that they stayed in 
their field houses or were not otherwise 
available. All villagers belong only to one 
particular community, namely the Mikir tribe. 
The following is table 1.2 showing the settlement 
pattern in respect of the 58 surveyed families. 

Total No. of households in the village: 
No. of households surveyed: 

81 
58 

Total No. of No. of households settled for generations 
surveyed 
households 5 & above 3 and below 

5 

1 2 3 

58 30 22 
---.__-_ 

The above table shows the pattern of 
settlement of the households in the village. 
One generation is equated to 25 years. 30 
households or 51.7 per cent belong to persons 
who have settled in the village for more than 
5 generations, 37.9 per cent to thosc who have 
settled between 3 and 5 generations, and 5.2 
per cent to those who have settled for more 
than one generation and one generation and 
below respectively. It may also be noted that 
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Above one One generation Unspecified 
and below 3 and below 

4 5 6 

3 3 

the numter of households which have settled 
in the village above 1 and below 3 generations 
and 1 generation and below is due not to 
migration but to the splitting up of the old 
families. Although no record is available 
regarding when and how these people came to 
inhabit the village, yet our knowledge about 
their exi: te.nce in the village is to some extent 
ascertainable from the above table. 



CHAPTER II 

THE PEOPLE 

History of the tribe 

The origin of the word 'Mikir' is not known. 
Some eminent writers >:0 wrote that the name 
'Mikir' is given to the race by the Assamese. 
The Mikirs call themselves 'Arleng' meaning 
'man' in general. Not warlike and ratlier 
peaceful in character, they are also extremely 
homogeneous. Whether in the North Cachar 
Hills, the Mikir Hills, the Jaintia Hills or 
Nowgong, their tribal institutions, tbeir 
language and their national charact.;:r are all 
identical. They practise jbumming in the 
same manner as their fore-fathers who raised 
in ordinary years hardly sufficient food even 
for their bare subsistence. 

Dr. Grierson in his 'Linguistic Survey of 
India' Vol. III, Part II, classed them as 

'intermediate between the Boros and the 
Western Nagas, but Dr. S.K. Chatt rjee in 
his Indo-Mongoloids, 1951, classed them with 
tbose tribes which form the connecting link 
between the Nagas and the Kuki clans. 
TQ_e p~eponderance of their affinities lies with 
the latter. 

* * The Mikirs had once settled in strength 
in' North Cachar to the immediate north of the 
Barail range. The oppression of tbe Kachari 
kings compelled the~ t? mig~ate westwar~ to 
the territory of the JamtIa Raja for protectlOn. 
* *II' Although in this region, north o( the Barail, 
no more Mikir villages are now found, local 
names belonging ·to their language indicate 
their former existence. But while living there 
they m~t. have been!n ~ontact with tribes 
belonging to the Kukt-Chm stock who have 

for centuries occupied the hill ranges to 1.he 
south of the valley of Cachar and the mountains 
between that valley and M.,nip. r. ****Colonel 
Dalton also supported this view and said 
that the original home of the Mikirs was in 
North Cacbar but they were afterwards 
driven into the J aintia territory by 'the Kacharis. 
But there they were dissati fled with the treat
ment accorded to them by the Jaintias also, 
and so they sent an embassy to the Ahom 
governor at Raha offering to place themselves 
under bis protection. As their envoys could 
not make themselves understood, they were 
buried alive in a tank. Hostilities ensued and 
the Mikirs were soon suppressed. Henceforth 
they settled in the hills that now bear their 
name although a good number of them are 
still found in Nowgong and the Iaintia Hills. 

The Mikirs are divided into four sub
tribes, namely, Chintong, Ronghang, Amri 
and Dumrali and these sub-tribes are again 
subdivided into various exogamous groups. 
Chin tong and Ronghang rank higher than 
Amri simply for the fact that the 
Amris excused themselves from sending a 
representative on the fatal mis'sion to the A om 
Raja in Sibsagar (Raha) when a represen
tative was required from each tribe. The 
Amri sub-tribe is therefore excluded from 
sharing the liquor drunk at sacrifices and they 
were looked down upon especially by the 
Western Mikirs. Dumralis acted as inter
preters to the embassy and were therefore 
allowed to have a share of the liquor. Hence 
it may be presumed that they bad lived in the 
Assam Valley for a pretty long time until they 
were driven to the hills they inhabit at present. 

,-----.-----------"__.-~--------- ----. ----.------
* L. A. Waddell- Tribes of the Brahmaputra Valley 1900-p. 29 

'" Edward Stack- The Mikirs 1908-p.4 

**' ;Edward Stack- The Mikirs 1998 p. 151-153; 

*** C. J. Lyall- Report on the Census of Assam, 1881 Ch.· VI p.78 

**** Colonel Dalton- Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, V. 14, Part. I, 1845 
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PH ONGJANGRE 
Ethnic composition 

Different authoritIes like C.J. Lyall in his 
"The Report on the Census of Assam, 1881 ; 
Dalton in the J ouma1 of Asiatic Society of 
Bengal, 1845, and L. A. Waddell in the 
Tribes of the Brahmaputra Valley, 1900" 
have given different opinions regarding the 

Table 2.1 

Name of group TERANG 
-------

classification of the Mikir Tribe into Kurs or 
exogamous groups. The~e 'Kurs' are further 
classified into sub-kurs or sub-groups. The 
following table shows the names of sueh 
groups and their sub-groups as well as the 
number of persons belonging to the group 
or sub-group as were found during the survey. 

----
INGTI 

- _ _.__----
Returns Returns 

Name of Sub-group Beh Kro as Terang Hanse Ingleng as Ingti 
--- ---

Number of persons M F M F M F M F M F M F 
~-

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
--------- ~-~ 

277 19 15 4 3 5 9 1 1 12 7 23 19 --
~~----

__ .___~ __ t__-_____ - ____ - ____ - ____ 

RONGHANG TERON 
---- --~-

Returns Not Tokbi 
Tiso as Ronghang classified 

M F M F M F M F 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

6 4 15 20 14 21 2 
---.... ----

From the above table it is seen that the 
people of Phongjangre village are divided into 
five exogamous groups or kurs, viz., Terang, 
Ingti, Ronghang, Teron and Timung and these 
are subdivided into sub-groups or sub-kurs. 
Out of 277 persons enumerated during the survey, 
55 persons belong to the Terang group, 63 
persons belong to Ingti, 45 to Ronghang, 35 to 
Teron and 79 persons belong to the Timung 
group. There is no class system among the 
Mikirs and there is no such distinction as high 
and low classes. 

Honse·and housctype 

The village is not a compact one and as 
already stated, houses appear on top of six low 
hills and they are all connected by footpaths. 
The nature of the family looks like the joint 
type, that is, all members of a family occupy a 
single house. The house is, as a rule, divided 
lengthwise by a partition into two or three 
rooms with one portico on one side. Generally 
the house is divided into a 'kam' or a room for 
outsiders or guests which is always on the right 

1 

6 

TIMUNG 
----

Rongpher Phangcho Dera Returns 
as Timung 

M F M F M F M F 
---

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

7 7 10 6 1 3 19 23 

side where the only door into the house leads to, 
and another which is known as a 'kut' is 
meant only for the family. In the 'kut' a plat
form or chang about 2 ft. high called 'tibung' 
and raised above the floor runs along the wall 
and is used as sleeping apartments for the mem
bers of the family, that is, for the young and 
unmarried SOl1S, or in some cases, for the mar
ried couple and in that case the unmarried sons 
·have to sleep along with their parents in the 
Damthak. Outside the wall of the 'kut' but 
attached to the· house is a place called 'bi!oi' 
in 'whioh fowls and goats are kept. There IS a 
fireplace called 'mehip' lying at the back of the 
'kut' and by the side of the fireplace is the 
'damthak' where the heads of the family, i.e. 
the father and the mother, sleep. Here also 
stands a paddy receptacle (ingkro) made of 
bamboo. Behind the fireplace there is a place 
called 'dambuk' which is attached to the 'dam
thak' , where the young and unmarried girls 
sleep. The front verandah is known as 'hong
kup' in "which are kept the loin loom, baskets, 
firewood, mortar and pestle, vegetables, 
etc. 
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THE PEOl>LE 

:the tloor of the house is usually raised about 
four feet or more above the ground and is sup
ported by strong posts on all sides. The 
whole structure of the h·ouse including the 
side walls is made of split bamboo finely woven 
and knitted together so firmly that no mud 
plastering or anything of the sort is necessary. 
The roof of the house which always consists 
of two sloping parts is thatched with sun grass 
which is generally replaced after a lapse of four 
or five years. The floor of the house is covered 
with knitted bamboos arranged as above and 
fastened at each end to the posts which support 
the roof of the house. The inside of the house 
is rather dark except for the scanty light that 
filtrates through the openings in the split bam
boo walls. There is no window or chimney
the" main door and the tiny slits in the bamboo 
walls act as sources of ventilation. The 
fireplace (mehip) is built on a platform plas
tered with mud and cowdung all around it. 
I n the middle portion stands three upright stones 
enclosing an area where the fireplace is built. 
Above the fireplace is suspended a bamboo 
made 'chang' where items of food required 
for drying by smoke like fish and meat are kept. 
The 'mehip' is usually spacious to provide 
enough room for all the members of the family 
to sit around it. Friends and relatives on a 
visit also sit round the fireplace and swap 
stories with the inmates while they eat and drink. 
It may be mentioned here that the site for buil
ding a new house is aIloted by the Village Coun
cil -(mei) with the exception of the landowners 
who. may do so in their own plot according to 
their choice. It may also be noted that no 
ceremony is held for the construction of a 
house except that the owner feeds his friends 
and relatives who come to help him in building 
a house, with food and drink. 

Household goods 

H ,)usehold goods are of simple variety-desig
ned rather for purposes of utility than for deco
ration. The villagers do n<5t seem to care much 
for possessing articles more than what they 
require for their household needs ; besides they 
have no money to purchase expensive furniture 
and other household goods merely to decorate 
their homes. In short, their wants are few and 
their meagre possession· of household goods 
aptly expresses this sentiment. 

A mat which is placed over the floor or ovel
a raised platform of bamboo or wood serves 
also as a bed for them. A block of wood, is 
used as a stool (inghoi) to sit on. There are 
baskets of various shapes and sizes. These 
baskets bear different names and are generally 
used as cupboards for storing paddy, clothes, 
coins, ornaments, etc. Bamboo stems each 
with a node on one end and an opening on the 
other end are used to carry wa.ter. They ar.e 
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also used for keeping powdered chilli, salt and 
other things. These bamboo stems are called 
·Jengbang'. Cooking utensils are of brass and 
aluminium and they are purchased from the 
market. Enamel plates and mugs are also used 
by them. Vessels made of brass, pitchers or 
kerosene tins are used for storing water. A loin 
loom (therang) which every household having 
a woman must possess is placed in the verandah 
or sometimes inside the house. Weaving is 
however always done in the verandah. Agri
cultural implements are also placed in. the 
verandah. The following table shows 
the material possession and·use of household 
goods by the households :-

Table 2.2 
,-~---~-...._---- - - - - ---

Name of 
articles 

Local 
terms 

2 

Number of 
households 
possessil)g 

3 

·Parti
culars 

--__".,__--_. -------~---
Bedstead Pelim 

Bench Inghoi 
Patelang 

Low wooden Inghoi 
stool 

Mirror Luji 

Pots and Phule-
pans phuko~ 

Disheli Kasu hat-
lung 

Cups Harlung 

Mugs Harlung 

Drinking Kilat 
vessel 

Wa.tel· vessel Bongkelok 

Bamboo Lengbang 
joints 

Baskets 

Pitcher 

Kerosene 
tins 
Hurricane 
lantern 

Hoton 

Lang atibuk 

Lang ating 

Ham 

58 A raised plat-
form of wood 
or bamboo 

1 

33 

58 Glass 

58 Brass or 
aluminium 

58 Brass 

58 Porcelain 

58 Enamel 

5 Brass 

2 Brass 

33 

68 Cane and 
bamboo. 

10 CIa>, 

·1 -
30 

'---~---



PHONGJANGRE 
Brass or aluminium utensils, enamel plates 

and mugs and cups are common, that is, every 
household possesses and uses them. Hurricane 
lanterns are used by 30 households and the rest 
have none while the 'mehip' is just enough to 
throw some light into the house. No one in the 
village possesses watches or clocks but the villa
gers can very well determine their time of the 
day by the rising and the setting of the sun. 
Washing soap is used by every household and 
they wash their own clothes. There is no washer
man or dhobi in the village as every household 
does its own washing. 

Food and drink 

Rice is the staple food of the villagers, but 
they also eat all kinds of flesh including beef. 
But there is not a single household in the village 
which keeps a cow or any draught cattle. This 
is due to the fact that cattle cannot be kept in 
confinement and when they are allowed to roam 
they may be killed by wi]? animals espe.dal~y 
tigers. .Fowls, goats and pIgS are kept for theIr 
meat and are used specially at sacrifices. Eggs 
are eaten and the flesh of various wild animals 
and birds is also taken. Meat is eaten either 
roasted or cooked or after it is thoroughly dried 
over the fire in the 'chang'. Sometimes meat is 
also dried in the sun. The villagers prefer dried 
fish which they store in small baskets which are 
placed by the fireside. Vegetables lhan) of all 
kinds including wild, vegetables and also roots 
of trees and plants are taken by them: All 
the members of the family eat together 1D the 
same house. -The women of the family usually 
do both the cookipg and the serving of foo~. 
Meal is generally taken th!ee times·a. day, In 
the morning, at n0011 and 1U the evenmg. At 
every meal, a small.quantity of food .is u.sually 
set aside as an offenng (kethok) or hbatton to 
the gods (arnam). 

The Mikirs of Phongjangre village are all 
addicted to strong drink which is known to them 
as 'hor'. This is a rice beer prepared by each 
household for its own needs. Women and 
children do not indulge in this drink. There 
are different kinds of rice beer prepared by them, 
viz. 'arak' which is the strongest variety, 'thap' 
a ~edium-strength liquor and 'hor'. whic~ is 
mild and ideal for a common family dnnk. 
Gourds are used for keeping rice beer as well as 
for carrying it about for outside usc. 'Ho( 
figures prominently, in the observance o~ theIr 
ceremonies and festlVals. One bad habIt fre
quently indulged. in by the Mikirs of this area 
is the use of opium (kani). As many as seven 
males are reported to be opium eaters. The 
result is that housewives are compelled to 
work very hard in order to eke out a.living while 
the husbands who are addicted to the drug pass 
their time away in id.leness and in sleeping off 
the effect of the drug. Tobacco is -also 'widely in 
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use by the grown-up males and small tobacco pipe 
(thenghong) is used for smoking. Opium and to
bacco leaves are grown by them though in small 
quantities. Betelnut (kove) together with pan 
leaf (bikon) and lime purchased. from the mar
ket is heavily consumed by both sexes-an in
dulgence which is common among all peoples 
of Assam. Reckoning of time and measuring 
of distances during journeys are made on the 
basis of the number of betel pieces chewed at 
intervals. 

Dress and ornaments 

The Mikir dresses resemble those of the 
Khasi-Pnars under whom they had once lived 
as subjects. The males commonly put on a 
piece of cloth known as 'rikong' which is 
wrapped round the loin and on their heads they 
Wear turbans called 'poho' which is similar to 
that used by the male Khasis. Males also use 
a waistcoat called 'choi' with a long fringe 
which covers the buttocks and comes round in 
front. An endi cloth called 'peinki' is used by 
them during the cold season. Women put on 
a petticoat known as 'peni' which is fastened 
round the waist with an ornamental girdJe of old 
silver coins called 'vankok'. Another cloth 
known as 'pekok' is used to cover the upper 
part of the body. This cloth is tied 
under the arms and drawn tight over the breasts. 
The hair is combed straight and tied in a knot 
(chubi) behind the head. No foot-wear is 
used by them. It may also be noted that the 
same kind of dress is used by both sexes on fes
tive occasions as well as in normal times except 
that those used on such occasions are cleaner 
or new. 

Like all hill tribes in Assam, the Milcirs are 
very fond of ornaments. The following table 
shows the name, weight and other particulars of 
ornaments used by the Mikirs. 

Table 2.3 
___________ -L--_ 

Ornaments Local 
names 

Weight 
(approxi

mate) 

Price 

_ .. __ a....-____ .......--________ -.....--

Earrings 
(women) 
Earrings 
(men) 
Necklaces 

Nothangpi 2 tolas The price of 
all these Of-

Norik 

Lek 

1 tala naments is 
the same as 

3 to]8S that prevail
ing in the 

Finger rings Urnam 1 tola market. 

Bracelet Roi 2 tolas 
____ ---.ao--..~_~ ____ ~ __ __ 



The Mikir males in their best dress 
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Two Mikir women 

A group of IVI:ikir "vomen 



1 NOTHJ.NGPI ( EAR-RING) 

3 ROI ( BRACELETS) 

.. ~ ... 

~ 

9 CHUBI ( HAIR TIED IN A ICNOT ) 

4 VANKOI< ( BELT) 





THE PEOPLE 

A characteristic ornament is a large silver 
tube which is inserted. into a hole pierced in the 
lobe of the ear known as 'nothangpi'. Ma!e~ 
wear 'norik' or earring of gold suspended from 
the.1obe of the ear. Necklaces called 'lek' of 
coral beads are worn by women. Rings or 
'urnam' and bracelets or 'roi' of gold and 
silver respectively are worn by women ",hile 
the former are worn by men also. Tattoo or 
'duk' is pral'tised by unmarried women only. 
After attaining puberty they usually draw a 
peculiar line with indigo colour along the 
middle of the forehead, down the nose, the 
upper lip and the chin. No other part of the 
bod.y is tattooed except the face. 

Bi,rth 

No case study could be had during the 
survey of the village regarding birth, marriage 
and death. The ceremonies connected with 
each of them were therefore recorded by word 
of mouth as narrated by some elderly villagers. 

Among the Mikirs, no pre-natal practice or 
ceremony is performed. A pregnant woman 
is always treated with respect and is free from 
doing heavy work. She is exempted from 
doing work in the field which requires much 
strength and energy. She is also exempted 
from carrying firewood and other such things. 
She can only clean the house and do her normal 
cooking work for the period of her pregnancy. 
There is no professiona~ 'dhai' or midwife in 
the village. Such work, as is performed by 
midwives, is done by old and experienced women 
of the village who are given a place of honour 
at the naming ceremony of the child 
(osoamenkeir). When the child is about to 
be born the expectant mother is made to lie 
on a mat in the floor and the attendant 'dhai' 
keeps watch over her. Then everything is got 
ready for the delivery of the child. When the 
child is born, the navel-st -iug is cut off with a 
sharp bamboo split and a piece of cloth is 
tied around it. All the clothes and instruments 
which have been used by the woman are 
properly washed and cleaned by the husband 
and the placenta is then buried outside the 
house. -There is no ceremonial segregation 
for the mother and child. The mother 
remains in bed for only three or four days 
after the birth when she recovers enough 
strength to resume her normal avocation. 
On the day that follows, ftiends and relatives 
flock to th 1t house to pay a visit to 
both the mother and her child. The naming 
peremoriy (osoamenkeir) is performed after 
a week or so according to the discretion of the 
parents. In the case of a male child a cock 
is killed while in the case of a female one hen 
is sacrificed as an offering to the gods. Neigh
bours and relatives from far and near are 
invited to the ceremony in which rice, meat 
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and rice-beer (hor) are served to the guests. 
It may be noted that there is no hard and 
fast rule regarding nomenclature. Names 
are given to' a child according to the will or 
liking of the parents. 

The'baby is fed with its mother's milk for 
about a year or so. But sometime during 
this period, when the child is about six'months 
old, milk together with some handfuls of rice 
are also fed. When the child's teething 
period is over and all the teeth have come out, 
n-ormal diet, i.e. that which adults take, is given. 
The mother resumes her usual wbrk after 
about two' weeks. The child is carried at the 
mother's back while tlie mbther goes about 
her ·work. Regarding barrenness among 
women, still-births and infant deaths, appro
priate offerings of fowls or 'goats are made 
to the god (so-meme) in order to propitiate 
him as he 'is believed to be the cause of such' 
misfortunes. 

Marriage 

Monogamy is the rule in the village and 
polygamy, though permissible, is rare and no 
such case was recorded during the survey. 
Like the Khasis, the Mikirs are also divided 
into a number of clans and therefore marriage 
within one's own clan is not permissible. One 
of the important sequences of this division of 
the tribe into a number of clans is to avoid 
taboo (laisnem) such as is laid down by'their 
traditional customs. Cross-cousin marriage 
is generally preferred by the villagers. But 
while one can marry his father's sister's 
daughter or his mother's brother's daughter, 
it is a taboo to marry his father's or mother's 
sister or his father's brother's daughter or 
mother's sister's daughter belonging to a 
different clan. No village exogamy was 
recorded during the survey. 

Child marriage is not the practice. If a 
young man fancies a girl, he informs his parents 
who go to her parents' house end make their 
offer of marriage of their son with the girl. 
If the gir1's parents agree to the proposal, 
the boy's parents give a betrothal ring or 
bracelet to the girl. This is Known as 'sim 
keba' or formal engagement. Sometimes, 
in lieu of the betrothal ring or bracelet, a 
gourd of rice beer is offered and if this is 
accepted the engagement is made. If one of the 
parties breaks the engagement, the Village 
Council Cmei) has the power to fine the defaul
ting party. The fine usually ranges from 
Rs. 20.00 to Rs. 50.00 and when realised it 
goes to the injured party. In such cases the 
betrothal ring is returned to the boy's father. 
When everything is settled, the day for the 
marriage is fixed. On the appointed day the 
parties prepare rice beer (hor) and husk some 
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paddy. If the bridel!room's party happens to 
pass through some villages on its way to the 
girl's house, the party has to give a gourd of 
rice beer to each village through which it passes. 
When the party reaches the I!irl's house~ one 
member hands over one I!ourd of rice beer to 
the girl's father who would then distribute it 
to all those who are present there at that time. 
Initiated by the girl's father, an argument 
then ensues on the point of the coming of the 
bridegroom and the offering of presents on the 
occasion. The bridel!room's father would 
reply sayil1g that he has hrou,!!'ht his son to work 
for his (bride's father's) daughter and hence 
this offer for marriage. The bride's father 
would answer back and say that his daughter is 
unworthy of the groom because she can neither 
weave nor do any other household chore. To 
this the groom's party would retort saying 
'we will teach her ourselves'. The next step 
is for the boy's father to ask his wife to 
inquire of the girl whether she consents to 
marry the boy, for without her consent, the 
rice beer cannot be accepted. If the !!irl rives 
her consent, the rice beer is accepted and is 
drunk by the fathers of both the pirl and the 
boy, after which all eat and drink together. 
The bride will then proceed to prepare a bed 
for the bridegroom in 1he IWest room (kam) , 
but if the groom feels embarrassed he may 
simply send one of his garments to be placed 
on the bridal bed as a sign that he sleeps there. 
It may be noted in this connection that even 
at this stage the girl can still back out from the 
marriage bargain, in which case she has to pay 
a fine imposed by the 'mei' and further she 
has to return all the presents given to her. 

What follows then depends upon the 
wealth and standing of the parties concerned. 
Generally, the ceremony consists only of 
sacrificing a fowl by the prospective couple. 
Such a fowl is usually sacrificed by a male 
relative of the girl's father, usuallyhis brother. 
The blood of the bird is poured in a plantain 
leaf and is placed outside the porch as an 
offering to the gods (arnam) who are supposed 
to bless the couple with prosperity and good 
health. Its flesh, after being cooked, is eaten 
only by the couple while friends and relatives 
are entertained with food and drink according 
to the ability of the girl's parents. The next 
day the couple are pronounced man and wife. 
If the marriage is 'akejoi', that is, if a bargain 
is made, the girlleaves on the next day with 
her husband for her new home. Her parents 
accompany her and they are entertained with 
food and drink. It may be noted that both hus
band and wife stay in the parents' house of 
the former until they are able to set up a house 
of their own. If the marriage is 'akemen' or 
nl'lrria_ge by contract, the boy stays in his father
in-law's house and works for him for one year 
or more or sometimes even for life according 
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to the term of the agreement. If the girl is an 
heiress or if she is the only daughter in the 
family-which case is seldom found-the 
marriage is usually of the 'akemen' category. 
In most cases, 'akejoi' is preferred by them. 

Seduction is rare, and when it occurs, the 
girl's parents have to rive their girl away in 
marriage to the boy. Illegitimate birth in the 
village is nil. Adultery, even if it exists, is 
as a general rule very rare and such a case 
is tried by the Village Council. The guilty 
pair-are tied publicly thus subjecting them to 
the jeers and scorn of their neighbours. They 
are released only after the fine imposed by the 
Council is paid. Capital punishment in such 
cases is never inflicted. The husband of the 
erring wife may take her back; he may also 
refuse to do so except when the wife has borne 
him children. Remarriage of widows is 
allowed. Divorce (kachati) is rare though it 
is allowed provided there has been no offspring. 
Divorce can also be granted when the girl 
runs to her home after marriage and refuses 
to go back to her husband. In this case the 
husband takes a J!ourd of rice beer to her parents 
and declares himself free after which she has 
to return all presents given to her by the husband. 
After the divorce, both parties can remarry 
and the ceremony is usually performed in the 
same way as is done in the first marriage. 

Death 

The Mikirs do not normally bury their dead. 
Cremation is the usual method of disposing the 
dead and it is done after the performance of 
some ceremonies. The body of a still-born 
child, a child who (lies soon after birth, or of a 
mother who dies during child birth, is buried 
without any ceremony. Victims of smallpox 
or cholera are buried shortly after death, but 
the funeral rites for the deceased are performed 
later, the dead body or bones being dug up and 
cremated according to custom. In the case 
of a person killed by a tiger, the body or his 
clothes, if found, are buried at some dHance 
from the village because the tiger is supposed 
to visit the burial place. Such a r:erson cannot 
gain admittance to 'chom arong' or dead man's 
paradise unless elaborate funerdl ceremonies 
are performed. 

For normal deaths, the body is generally 
kept in the house for one day after death, and 
if an elaborate ceremony is held, the body may 
lie for as long as three to four days according to 
the convenience of the family of the deceased. 
The funeral ceremonies are however not so 
elaborate nowadays as in primitive days. This 
is due to excessive expenditure involved in it. 
The body lies in the 'kut' and persons, that is, 
members of the same kur or clan, connected 
with the ceremonies. sit mound it. The mem-



THE PEOPLE 
bers of the family cook and eat in the 'kam' 
whIle the rest go to the nearby stream to do the 
same. The body is washed and clothed by the 
old women of the family. Each household in 
the village sends one man to sleep in the house 
of the dead until the body is cremated. The 
bier (dola) for carrying the dead body as well 
as a platform in the crematorium ttheri) over 
which are piled logs of wood for burning the 
body are orepared by the men of the village. 
During the preparation, the men are entertained 
with 'hor' or rice beer by the relatives of the 
deceased. When everything is ready the body 
is taken and tied to the bier and the clothes of 
the dead person are hung over a bamboo pole. 
The. bier as well as the pole are then taken in a 
procession to the cremation place where the 
body is detached from the bier and placed on 
the funeral pyre. While the pyre is burning, 
a group of women, especially the relatives of 
the dead person, mourn over the dead and re
call his past Pfe and his sad departure from the 
earth. When [he dead body is thoroughly burnt, 
the mourning party (cherhe atum) returns home 
to p:.trtake of the feast given by the family of 
the deceased. On the following day, the house 
is washed and cleansed after which life returns 
to normal. 

For a man of wealth or importance, a death 
anniversary known as 'chomangkan' is usually 
performed by the relatives of the deceased. It 
is believed that by performing such ceremony, 
the dead man's spirit may go safely to 'chom 
arong' and everything that has been observed 
in and during the death is performed again with 
all the rites and practices connected with it. 
This ceremony generally lasts for three days 
and during these days the family go to mour
ning and a feast is given to friends and relatives. 
On the first day of the ceremony, the relatives 
proceed to the crematorium to pick up the 
charred bones which are wrapped inside a piece 
of white cloth. The wrapper containing the 
bones is then placed inside an effigy closely 
resembling the dead person which is specially 
prepared for the purpose. The effigy is made 
of sun grass and bamboo. This dead man's 
figure (arang) is taken inside the 'kut' and laid 
on the pelim (bed). The relatives then go into 
earnest mourning just as if the man has just 
died. Men from the village go to the 'theri' 
to prepare a funeral pyre where the 'arang' 
is to be burnt. On the second day, village lads 
are summoned to come with their drums (cheng) 
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and to dance in the courtyard (tlkup) of the 
house of the dead. There may be some two or 
three groups of dancers who dress in their best 
clothes. The dancers (risomars) usually dance 
in pairs forming a circle, the girls taking hold 
of the lads' coats while the boys catch hold of 
the girls from the belt (vankok). After this 
performance, the 'risomars' are given rice beer 
after which follows the shield dance. In this 
dance, only men take part - women can only 
join the men in a circle dance. The dance 
reaches a climax on the third day and it is 
known as 'kanpi' (great dance). During this 
dance, one of the dancers who is usually a male, 
goes inside the 'kut' and dances before the dead 
man's effigy. He dances there for about half 
an hour after which he returns to the party of 
dancers. Just before sunset the 'arang' is taken 
out of the kut and is tied to the 'dola'. Mean
while thc maternal uncle or any other male 
relative from the deceased's mother's side who 
is known as 'nihu' kills a pair of fowls aftcr 
going round the dancing group. If the deceased 
was a married person, another male relative 
from the father's side who is called 'ingjir arlo' 
kills a goat. The cost of fowls and the goat 
killed by the respective persons is borne by the 
deceased's family. The heads of the animals 
killed are thrown to the 'risomars' Who receive 
them as a mark of respect. The heads of the 
animals are then cooked and eaten later on. 
The rest of the meat is kept to be feasted by 
those who remain after the burial. The 
'arang' is then taken to the 'theri' and all the 
people go in procession. The drummers (duJmidi) 
carrying the bamboo posts stuck with the dead 
man's clothes walk in front keeping steps to the 
beating of the drums. Then follows a group of 
dancers (risomars), and the deceased's male 
relatives who carry the 'arang'. Next come other 
relatives and friends. On arrival at the 'theri', 
the 'arang' is untied and placed on the funeral 
pyre. While the men set fire to the pyre, the 
old women of the deceased's family mourn 
over his death, recall his past life and pray to 
the gods (arnam atum) to guide the deceased 
on its way to 'chomarong' without 
hindrances on the journey. Then a, dance 
follows till all return home. This completes 
the 'chomangkan' ceremony. When the 
company reaches home, a feast is given and all 
present eat and drink together. In the follow
ing day the house is washed and cleansed and 
friends and relatives return to their respective 
houses. 



CHAPTER III 

ECONOMY 

Economic resources 

The economic life of the villagers is simple 
and the whole lot of them depend for their 
livelihood mainly on cultivation. Paddy is 
the most important crop and the villagers attach 
more importance to the growth of paddy than 
to that of any other crop. Next to paddy, 
maize, gourds, sesame, cotton, etc., are grown 
as side-lines in the jhum fields along with paddy. 
Livestock occupies thc next important place in 
respect of the sources of wealth of the village. 
The rearing of livestock such as pigs, goats and 
fowls is also important for both ceremonial and 
religious reasons apart from their economic 
value. Though weaving, bamboo and cane 
works which require much skill and labour are 
followed by them. the people do not depend 
for their subsistence either mainly or partially 
on any of them with the result that these minor 
but important industries receive no particular 
attention. This apathy is mainly due to the 
availability of factory products in the markets 
at a reasonable rate. These industries are 
considered only as part-time jobs, and that also 
not for marketing purposes, but only for their 
personal use. The village is rich in forest 
resources; hence firewood and building materials 
are easily and abundantly available. The 
forests are owned by the community and any 
person can use the timber free of cost, but 
clearing the forest for jhumming without the 
permission of the Village Council (mei) is 
prohibited. 

Land Utilisation 

The village covers an area of 843 acres ac
cording to the records supplied by thc Mikir 
Hills District Council. The pattern of land 
utilisation has been classified into five categories, 
viz. cultivable land, land put to non-agricultural 
uses, barren and uncultivable land, cultivable 
waste land, and land under forest. Cultivable 
land means the land under cultivation ; land 
put to non-agricultural uses denotes the area 
which is used for homestead purposes as well 
as for footpaths, etc ; barren and uncultivable 
land .ignifies the area which is unfit for cul1iva-
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tion; cultivable waste land signifies the area which 
can be cultivated but is being left fallow for the 
present time; and land under forest indicates 
the area which is covered by jungle tree 
and which is not included under the net 
area cultivated. The following table shows the 
pattcrn of land utilisation in the village :-

Table 3.1 
-----~- -----------

Use of land Area in 
acres 

Per cent of 
the total 
land 

----------------------
Cultivable land (dry 
and wet) 285 33.9 

Land put to non-
agricultural uses 100 11.8 

Barren and unculti-
vable land 100 11.8 

Cultivable waste-
land 100 11.8 

Land under forest 258 30.7 
__ ... _____ . ___ --..l _________ _ 

Total 843 100.0 

As is seen from the above table, the greater 
part of the total land is under cultivation which 
clearly indicates the predominance of agricul
ture in the village economy. The land under 
forest growth forms the next higher percentage 
of the total land a-ea. It is also understood that 
jungle land is sufficiently available around the 
village which the Mikirs use to clear for practi
sing jhum cultivation (rit). But as the soil is 
poor, cultivation cannot be carried on for more 
than once or twice at the most. Hence cultiva
tion has to be shifted to some new plot and the 
old cultivated land is left to lie fallow for at least l 
5 years until it recovers its fertility. The extent 
of such land is 11.8 per cent of the total land 
area in the village. It may be noted that once a 
plot of land has been cultivated by a particular 
household, the same household would cultivate 
that very plot ofland aftcr being left to lie fallow 
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for a certain period. But cultivation is not so 
successful as it is in the valleys formed in 
between the ranges where the land is fertile 
and irrigation can be employed -to some extent. 
The extent, however, of such lands which are 
private lands and which are included in the culti
vated land is insignificant~each plot as reported 
by the villagers does not cover even one-fourth 
of an acre. In this connection, it may be stated 
that it is not possible to give a separate acreage 
of land under wet cultivation as the villagers 
failed to report the same. In fact, the cultivable 
land is divided among householders by the 
Village Council. In lieu of the system of collec
ting land revenue, a system of imposing house 
tax is in vogue. This tax which amounts to 
Rs. 3/- per house per annum is levied by the 
District Council on each household for the use 
of land for 'cultiva~ion. 

Size and ownership of land holdings 

The following table shows the size of culti
vable lands of the 58 households ~s was found 
during the survey in the village. The size of 
land, which is not cultivated for some reasons or 
other is not available as the village:rs could not 
give exact figures in terms of acreage. 

Table 3.2 
_____ ,___. .. ____ c ________ _ 

Size group in acres 
(dry area only) 

No. of 
households 

Per cent of 
the total 

_---t_---t-___,~ __ ._ _ ________ ----1 _____ _ 

1 

Below 1 acre 
1-2 acres 
3-5 acres 
6-8 acres 
9-11 acres 

Tot<t1 

2 

Nil 
38 

8 
5 
1 

58 

3 

Nil 
65.5 
13.8 

8.6 
12.1 

100.0 
_.",.---.j .. ---=-oI---=-oI d _ _-.., _____________ _ 

From the above table it may be seen that 
the majority of households. have small holdings 
-and all that-despite the 'fact that no land 
settlement regulation governs the extent and 
nature .of their holdings and people are free 
to clear out as much of the jungle as possible 
and cultivate therein according to the tradi
tional slash-and-burn method. It is also 
seen from t~ble 3.1 that there are 100 acres of 
cultivable wasteland and 258 acres of forest 
land during the time of the survey. It may 
also be noted that forest land here meaFlS 
Unclassed State Forest which the people can 
cultivate if they so desire. The above factors 
seem to suggest ,that the Mikir people are not 
hard toilers of the soil. Land reform measures 
are not necessary in this village, or for the 
matter of that, in this district, because the land 
belongs to the community and only a ~imple 
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permission from the village council is required 
for doino the traditional method of cultivation. 
The village council rarely, if at all, refuses 
permission to any -of its villagers to do 
cultivation. . 

Some people used to blame the shifting 
method of cultivation as being the root of all 
evils. Modern views are, however, more 
liberal in condemning this method of cultivation. 
As a matter offact, there are some arcas in Assam 
where the land is too steep and the terrain is 
so difficult that jhumming is the only method of 
cultivation possible. Sri M. S. Sivaraman, 
Adviser. Programme Administration of the 
Planning Commission, observed that it is a mis
take to assume that shifting cultivation in itself 
is unscientific land use. Actually it is a practical 
approach to certain inherent difficulties in pre
paring proper seed beds in steen slopes w?ere any 
disturbance of the surfac~ by hoemg and 
ploughing will result in washing away the fertile 
top soil. The tribal people therefore take care 
not to plough or distuib the soil before sowing. 
The destruction of weeds and improvement of 
tilth necessary tor a proper seed bed are a~hie,:ed 
with the help of fire. In mo~t of the mtenor 
areas where communication is not developed and 
not s~ffi.cient lanel suitable for terracing is avai
lable, jhumming alone can be done for the 
present and as such every effort should be made 
to improve rhe fertility of the jhummed land. 

My own observation is that in some 3;re3;s 
where some terracing is done, the top soIl IS 

stacked below and mere sandy soil comes to the 
tou. Nothing grows in such terraces for som~ 
years. Shri M.C. Jacob, Director of SOlI 
Conservation for Assam, told me that some 
modern method is being invented how to show 
to the people the benefits which may . ac~rue 
out of the terraced method of cultIVatIon. 
By this method, terracing should begin fro X? 
the bottom of a slope so that the top SOlI 
from one upper bed goes to the top of the 
lower bed. This means very hard labour for 
the people for a very long period and appears 
to be the only long-term solution .. But all 
lands in the steep slopes are not sUltable .for 
such a scientific system of contour bundmg. 
So the jhum method, properly controlled an~ 
directed, is the only possible method of cultI
vation in such areas. I have noted that even 
the Forest Department of the Government of 
Assam cut down trees and weeds and burn 
the whole jungle before replanting the area 
with good timbers. 

Workers and non-workers 

The following table shows the number of 
workers and non-workers as found during the 
s\lrv~y . 
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Table 3.3 ---- _ __._ 

Total Total workers Total non-workers 
Age-group --- ........... - ... -~---

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 
~--+--4--4~~ ----1--..- ___,__ 

All ages 211 138 139 202 105 91 15 33 42 

o -14 87 38 49 19 6 13 68 32 36 

15-34 106 58 48 105 58 41 1 

35-59 13 37 36 72 37 35 1 

60 & above 11 5 6 6 4 2. 5 1 4 
___..__.-"-......---_..--......-_..-~__._....._..._._~~-_...~------------. --.._._----

Both men and women are toilers and no 
one is exempted from work in the fields save 
the youngsters, the old and the disabled. The 
amount of labour put forth may however be 
poor or indifferent as is proved by the fact 
that holdings are small though plenty of land 
is available. Traditional cottage industries 
are also limited only to their own use. Out of 
277 persons enumerated during the survey, 
202 or 72.9 per cent are workers while 75 
persons or 27.1 per cent are non-workers. The 
majority of these non-workers come from the 
age-group 0-14 comprising 68 persons out of 
whom 27 or 39.7 per cent are school-going 
children and 41 persons or 60.3 per cent are 
dependents. The largest number of workers 
come from the age-group 15-34 comprising 
105 persons or 31.9 per cent. The number 
of workers in the age-group 0-14 is less-compri
sing 19 persons or 6.9 per cent while it is 
much less in the age-group 60 and above 
comprising only 2.2 per cent of the total 
population. It is but natural that small 
number of workers come from these two 
age-groups, 0-14 and 60 and above. Those 
under 14 are too young for hard work in the 
fields and the old are too feeble. Generally 
in cases where large number of members in the 
family are workers, the old and the young 
ones are exempted from work. The number 
of male workers of all ages exceeds that of 
females which shows that males are generally 
the main earners of the family though as a 
rule men and women work hand in hand. 
Agricultural and allied labourers are totally 
absent which clearly indicates that land js more 
than sufficient for cultivation by each one 
and that everybody in the village toils on his 
own plot and is satisfied with whatever produc
tion t yields without bothering to labour in 
otheris' :plots. 

Occupations 

The people of Phongjangre are all tillers of 
the soil and cultivation is the only source of 
their subsistence. The yield which is low 
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and not very certain reveals a very low and 
deteriorating standard of agriculture in the 
village. The tillage is done by human labour 
with hoe and axe and no draught power by 
bullocks is used. The seeds used by the culti
vators are those preserved by themselves. 
Farm and other necessary equipments are 
invariably of simple types and have been used 
for centuries. The people are quite ignorant 
of the use of artificial manure, and even the 
use of cowdung as manure is not so much 
appreciated. On the other hand, dried and 
decomposed leaves and burnt-up ashes are 
the only factors providing fertility to the 
virgin soil. 

The principal crops grown are paddy,cotton, 
maize, sesame, etc. The area sown with each of 
these crops cannot be ascertained from the 
informants who seem too reticent or too igno
rant to offer any informatiOn regarding the 
approximate extent of cultivation of each type 
of crop. Paddy is the main crop and other 
crops are sown only as side-lines. Paddy is 
sown with the first rains in April-May ano reaped 
it' November-December while some other crops 
such as maize, sesame, cotton, etc., are also 
grown in the rains and gathered in the ensuing 
cold weather. Generally, the jungles are cut ear
lier in January and allowed to lie till February
March when it is burnt up. It is then scraped 
and dug a little with a hoe or pointed stick 
after whichTpaddy is sown and seeds of different 
varieties are also sown as side lines. In the case 
of wet paddy lands the plots are enclosed on all 
sides by mud walls about 1 foot high and water 
from a nearby stream is taken in. The soil is 
made into a thick oaste by means of a hoe 
and the seeds are then sown broadcast "in the 
wet mud. When the crop is ripe, the ears are 
cut with a sickle. The sheaves, on getting dry, 
are collected and thrashed out on the spot by 
beating against a stone. Homestead gardens are 
cultivated on a similar pattern as is practised 
anywhere in India. 
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A Mikir woman in her loom 





Besides cultivation there is no subsidiary 
occupation and the villagers turn their attentions 
to cottage industries only at times of need and 
that also only in their spare time which is rather 
plentiful. Hence data or information regarding 

--------~,------------
Name of 
Industry 

No. of house
holds engaged 
in the industry 

Source of 
finance 

Table 

the amount of production of each of their 
cottage industries are not available because the 
villagers could not report on the same. The 
following table shows the names of industries 
practised by the Mikirs of this village :-

3.4 
---- -----------------

No. of house
holds that adop
ted the industry 
for the first time 
in the course of 
the last 5 years 

No. of house
holds that adop
tet) new imple
ments during the 
last 5 years 

Remarks 

~~~ --___..._-~-

Weaving 58 Self 
Blacksmithy 14 -do-
Bamboo and 
cane works 49 -do-

Weaving occupies the position of a very important 
household industry among the Mikirs. A crude 
wooden loom called 'petherang' or loin-100m is 
employed in weaving. The spinning wheel by 
which cotton raised in their fields is spun into 
thread is known as 'mithongrang.' Weaving 
is done mainly by women which art has been 
their skill and pride from time immemorial. 
In fact in every household, where there is a 
woman, weaving is a 'must' as it is considered a 
social disgrace for a woman not to know how to 
spin and weave. The products are not sold but 
are used for the individual household-require
ment. The chief products of the loom are known 
as 'rikong' (cloth used by men to wrap the 
loins), 'peni' (worn by women round the waist), 
'winki' (cloth useO by men in cold weather), 
etc. They dye their threads in blue and red 
colours and the dyes are obtained from the 
juice of certain plants grown in their homestead 
gardens for the purpose. 

Blacksmithy is also another important 
industry and 14 households are found practising 
this industry during the survey. The anvil is 
of rough iron, the hammer is purchased from 
the market and the bellow is made from the 
skin of animals. Various kin.ds of knives and 
daos are made by the blacksmiths out of dis
carded iron spades which are bought cheap 
from the market. Old umbrella ribs are in great 
demand for the manufacture of needles and 
also hooks for fishing. The blacksmith.s are 

Table 

Nil Nil Ail these 
Nil Nil industries 

are tradi-
Nil Nil tional ,---,-------

paid for their labour'by their employer whether 
the job is one of repa:iring an old implement 
or making a new one. The amount of such pay
ment varies with the nature of the implement 
made or repaired. The village smiths also make 
ornaments such as girdles, bracelets, rings, 
earrings of gold, sHyer and other metals-all 
of wh'ich are in fairly good demand by the villa
gers. Pottery wbrk is also undertaken by some of 
them. The pots produced are thick and durable 
and are of well-burnt clay. Basket and cane 
works are also undertaken though not on a 
large scale. Baskets for carryinlt paddy, water, 
etc., and for storing food grains, clothes, orna
ments, as well as mats and paddy receptacles 
are made by the smiths. But all these ttad.itional 
and indigenous industries are fast dying out 
due to the increasing use of cheap, standardised 
products of modern factories. 

Livestock keeping is undertaken rather as a 
hobby than as an occupational activity. The 
rearing of cattle, either for draught power or 
for milching purposes is not practised in this 
village. The rearing of pigs and goats is universal 
and seems to be more important than that of 
cattle. The condition of livestock is no better 
than that elsewhere in the hills. Ill-health and 
malnutrition of animals are usual features 
resulting largely from lack of necessary care, 
veterinary facilities and deficient feeding. The 
following table gives the livestock strength in 
the 58 surveyed households:-
3.5 

-----,-------- - -- -- - _-----
Particulars 

Milch cattle 
Draught cattle 
Goats 
Pigs 
Fowls 

No. of 
households 

42 
58 
58 

l~ 

Total No. 

91 
155 
489 

Remarks 

Not a single household 
in the village was found 
to rear cattle 

----------------
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It was reported that cattle were previously 
reared by the villagers, but due to lack of safe 
gr~zing lands and devastation by tigers, the 
arumals could not survive. Hence villagers 
gave up any idea of rearing cattle. Livestock 
reared by the villagers is not varied but is con
fined only to a few species. Goats, pigs and 
fowls are reared not only for their food but 
also for their ceremonial and sacrificial impor
tance. 

HUlltin& alld fishiu: 

The Mikirs are very· fond of hunting :olnd 
Rshing, especially the latter, in which both men 
and women generally take pa:rt: There is no 
recognised functionary who takes the initiative 
or who plays some special role in either hunting 
or fishing. The hunting season is usually during 
the winter months when all are not occupied 
with cultivation although only male folks take 
part in hunting. The chief implements used in 
hunting are the spear (chir), bow (thai) and 
arrow (thai aso), while dogs are used to track 
down animals. No gun is used by the 'villagers 
because none can afford to buy one or none 
gets a licence for possessing one. Sometimes a 
group hunting is arranged and every male folk 
armed with a spear sets out for the jungle. There 
they shout and scream and the animals, frighten
ed with the cries, come out into the open only to 
be chased by the dogs with the hunters following 
behind. When this is done the animal seldom 
escapes. After the animal has been killed, the 
party returns to the village and everyone who 
takes part in the hunt gets a share of the animal's 
flesh. The chief objects of the chase are deer, 
wild pigs and boars. Sometimes a trap is set by 
digging a pit in the middle of the jungle and the 
trap is covered with leaves of trees. When the 
villagers want to catch a tiger, they place a goat 
or a cock as a bait. As soon as the tiger comes 
to the bait the villagers let loose a rain of sharp 
pointed bamboos and spears ultimately killing 
the tiger. Traps (pham) for small animals and 
birds are also us eo especially in the jhum fields 
so as to protect the crops from being damaged 
or devoured by animals. 

take part. A fishing party is also some
times organised and every member carrying 
fishing baskets (hak) and traps set out for the 
nearby stream. A trap (ru) is placed at one end 
of the flowing water and both men and women 
wade into the stream and beat the water with 
sticks which they carry in their hands thus fri
ghte~ing away the fishes and driving them strai
ght mto the 'ru'. Another method of catching 
fish is by placing a basket under the water for 
some time until the fishes have gathered 
there when it is lifted up. But this method 
need~ energy, time and patience and is generally 
practIsed by women. Rods, lines and hooks 
are also used and are common with the young 
~oys. A!l0ther common method is by poison
Ing the nver or stream with a certain kind of 
wild plant. The plant is boiled first and the juice 

·thus obtained from it is used to poison the fish. 

Marketjn~ of produce 

There is no market in or around the village 
except the one at Kalonga which is about 18 
miles distant from the village. The remoteness 
o~ .t~is ~arket discourages the villagers from 
vlSltmg It often for marketing and shopping 
purposes. Only twice or thrice in a month do 
the villagers go in a group there, and that also 
only when their granaries are full. After esti
matin~ the re9uired amount of paddy for con
suinptIon dunng the season, they would take 
the surplus stock to the market where it is dis
posed of ; in return the villagers purchase other 
necessities available in the market for their 
consumption in the village. No one in the village 
could give any account of the cash crops which 
are disposed of in the market. They however 
seem to dispose of as much as would be neces
sary to purchase other things they need. The 
usual things disposed of in the market are 
paddy, maize, sesame etc; and things which 
are purchased from the market are generally 
clothes, household utensils and some eatables 
but the amounts of these imports could not b~ 
correctly given by the villagers. 

Fishing is also practised with as much iu- The following table shows the agricultural 
terest as hunting and both men and women produce of the village :-

Table 3.6 
~---..iI---oI!---,_""_-_.....;-,--,,,--~----" _"_" -'---_.&...__...---~ -----"--
Name of Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity Sale amount 
agricultural produced consumed available for sold 

produce sale 
-~ ........ ~~---.............,_--~ ----- -----
Paddy 1,888 rods. 1,224 mds. N.A. N.A. 

Maize 47 
" 

35 N.A. N.A. 

Cotton 57 
" 

50 
" 

N.A. N.A. 

Sesame 56 
" 37 " 

N.A. N.A. 
_----t-"ll-____ ------___ ..........,.._. __ --I_. ____ ~ __________ _ 

N.A. denotes Not Available. 

1'6 
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ECONOMY 
The above table shows the average quantity 

produced and consumed by the producing house
holds but no data are available regarding the 
amounts available for sale because the villagers 
could not give any estimate of such quantities. 
A part of the produce has to be kept as seeds, 
and in the case of paddy and maize, especially 
the latter, as food for the fowls. 

Indebtedness 

No case of indebtedness was recorded during 
the survey. Borrowing and lending in kind is the 
usual practice. People have no savings and they 
are content to live with what they get. The only 
kind of saving known to them is that of gold and 
silver ornaments. The villagers however could 
not give any information regarding the number 
of households which have such ornaments. 
Money, according to them, may be easily spent 
away or it may become rusted and moth-eaten, 
and so when any cash crop is sold, the money 
is immediately utilised for the purchase of other 
necessitics or ornaments. There is no money 
lender in the village, nor is there any person 
who lives on such kind of profession. When a 
man asks for loan, it is clearly stipulated that he 
would be given a basket or more of paddy accor
ding to his requirements which would be repaid 
in the same measurement along with some extra 
as a token of thanks which may otherwise be 
termed as interest. It is their custom that a man 
whose granary is full has to help those whose 
granary is spent, and a person having a full 

Main 
Occupation 

1 

Cultivation 

No. of 
households 

2 

58 

with annual income 

Source of 
income 

3 

Cultivation 
(l~ Paddy 
(2 Cotton 
(3) Sesame 

(4) Maize 
(5) Other Vegeta-

bles 

granary is considered rich whereas those who 
have more than enough are the richest. There 
is no such thing as mortgage of land or any 
other property and, in short, the villagers are 
free from indebtedness although most of them 
are not free from wants. 

Income and expenditure 

Data regarding income and expenditure are 
anything but accurate. This is due to the fact 
that the ignorant and illiterate villagers either 
underrate the amount of income or overrate 
that of expenditure and vice versa. Under such 
circumstances, questions put to them as to how 
much paddy they consume per year and how 
much they derive from the field yield anything 
but correct replies. According to the data 
published by the Government of Assam, 
the per capita net annual income of the Mikirs 
is only Rs. 43, the lowest in India. Similarly 
expenditure on items other than foodstuffs is 
recorded likewise. The cost of paddy is always 
Rs. 16.00 per maund and its consumption in 
maunds is converted in terms of rupees basing 
at Rs. 16.00 per maund, the prevailing price in 
the village. Similarly crops other than paddy e.g. 
maize, cotton, sesame, etc ; are based at Rs. 
12/-, Rs. 35/- and Rs. 8/- per maund respectively 
according to the report of the villagers. 

The following table shows the annual income 
of the 58 households surveyed by main occupa
tion and source of income :-

Table 3.7 

All 
households 

Amount 

4 

Households 

Rs. 300 & less Rs. 301- 600 

Amount No. of Amount No. of 
households households .-.... ---

5 6 7 8 

Rs. 33,287/- Rs. 2,370/- 8 Rs. 15,720/- 32 
Rs. 30,2081-
Rs. 1,995/-
Rs. 440/.-

Rs. 564-
Rs. 72/-

-----

R~. 601-900 Rs. 901-1200 Rs. 1201 & above Remarks 

Amount No. of Amount No. of Amount No. of 
households households households 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Rs. 8,717/- 12 Rs. 3,830/- 4 Rs. 2,650/- 2 

17 
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From the above table it will be seen that 

the greatest number of households are from the 
income group Rs. 301-600 consisting of 32 
households. The next higher income group Rs. 
601-900 comprises of 12 households and there 
are only 2 households which receive the maxi
mum income of Rs. 1,201 and above. 'There are 
8 households which receive the minimum income 
of Rs. 300 and less. It may be noted that the 
only source of income of the whole village 
is cultivation. Income from other sources 
such as weaving, bamboo and cane 
works are practically nil, and even if there 

is any, the amount is insignificant. Weaving and 
bamboo and cane works are taken up only after 
the cultivation season is over by men and women 
respectively and are done partly or partially for 
their own personal or domestic use. The villa
gers do not seem to realise the importance of 
this small industry or to produce these materials 
on a commercial scale which may otherwise 
bring them some income. 

The following table shows the average annual 
expenditure of the 58 households surveyed by 
income and occupation groups :-

Table 3.8 

All Households Households with 

Main
lccupation 

Culti
vation 

No. of 
house-holds 

2 

58 

Items of 
expendi

ture 

3 

(a) Food-
stuffs 

& other 
necessi
ties 

(b) House
tax 

No. of 
house. 
holds 

4 

58 

---------_._---

annual income of 

Rs. 601-900 

Expen- Percentage 
diture to total 
per expendi-

household ture 

5 6 

(a) 366.55 99.2% 

(b) 3.00 0.8% 

Rs. 901-1200 

Rs. 300 & less 

No. of 
households 

7 

8 

Average 
expenditure 

8 

(a) 260.00 

(b) 3.00 

Rs. 1200 & above Rs. 301-600 

No. of 
households 

Average No. of 
Expenditure households 

AVerage 
expenditure 

No. of Average 
households expenditure 

No. of Average 
households expenditure 

9 ]0 11 12 

32 (a) 333.00 ]2 (a) 456.25 

(b) 3.00 (b) 3.00 

Tne table above shows the annual expendi
ture of different income groups. There is no 
other expenditure besides that of house tax 
and foodstuffs and other necessities such as 
clothes and cooking utensils. People do not 
purchase rice from the market-their fields gene
rally yield sufficient paddy for the whole year. 
Some households have to supplement their 
foodstuffs with jungle potatoes, young bomboo 
shoots and other edible roots. But 
expenditure on paddy is included along with 
other foodstuffs and the quantity consumed by 
the households is converted into terms of rupees 
basing all the price at Rs. 16.00 per maund 
which is the prevailing price in the village. It will 
be seen from the table that among the higher 

18 

13 14 

4 (a) 436.25 

(b) 3.00 

----------
15 

2 

16 

(a) 650.00 

(b) 3.00 

income groups, the expenditure is comparatively 
high than that in the lower income groups. 
In other words as the amount of income increa
ses in successive groups, the amount of expendi
ture also increases and vice versa. The average 
annual expenditure per household is Rs. 366.55 
and this indicates a very low standard of 
living of the people. But even if this is so, the 
people are free from hunger because of the 
jungle and there is no beggar there. The people 
do not worry even if there is not enough store 
of paddy to last for the whole year, and for
tunately for most of them, almost every house
hold in the village had sufficient yield of paddy 
during the time of the survey, that is, in January 
1963. 



CHAPTER IV 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

Types of family 

During the 1ield survey of 58 families by two 
Investigators, it was found that 51 out of the 58 
households are simple families, that is, families 
where only parents and their dependents live. 
Seven families have married children 
besides parents, but that is a temporary mea
sure because according to their usual practice, 
mar;'ied pLrsons move from their parents' house 
and set up a house of ~heir own in the ,,-illage. 
Setting a new house IS not at all a dIfficult 
proposition f?r the ~ikirs becau~e !he lana is 
free and is easlly aVUllable, the bUIldmg mate
rials are freely available from the forest areas 
of the village, and even labour is more or less 
free because of the co-operative system in Mikir 
villages whereby other villagers help the married 
persons build their own house. 38 out of the 
58 families of this village have four to six mem
bers, 11 families have two or three members and 
only 9 families have seven to nine members. 
These facts show that the joint family system, 
such as is known in other parts of India does 
not exist in the Mikir Hills. Usually, all mem
bers of one family live in one house only and the 
size of the house is determined by the number 
of people living in it. Actually the pattern of 

Table 4.1 

houses are the same, being built on stilts and 
more or less of the same size, and whenever 
any extension is necessary, all that is done is 
to prolong the house in one direction. 

Generally, the father is the sole authority 
in the family, though each and every member 
has his or her assigned duty. In the absence of 
the father, the eldest son, if an adult, shoul
ders the responsibility and takes full charge of 
the family. The mother is also much respected, 
and next to the father, she is the mistress of the 
house. Both men and women enjoy equal status 
in the family as well as in their society save for 
the inheritance of property where the son is 
the heir. The society is a well-knit organisa
tion, and members of both sexes are 
uni.ted among themselves and co-operate 
and collaborate with each other. Whether in 
festival, marriage or mourning all join hands 
with a spirit of mutual assistance. In short, in 
both social and religious activities the villagers 
are unified as one and the same whole. 

Population classified by sex and age-group 

The table below shows the population by sex 
and age-groups according to the survey of the 
58 households. 

--------------------,----:........-_----,----------------
Persons Total of all 0-14 15-24 25-59 60 & above 

ages 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
--"l~--.-.-.;--~~----~ ... -----------__._------
Males 
Females 
Total 

138 
139 
277 

38 
49 
87 

The above table shows that the average number 
of persons per family is 4.77 which is fairly good 
as far as the hill areas of Assam are concerned. 
Though cut off from access to dispensaries and 
hospitals, the people of this village appear to be 
comparatively healthy and that is why there are 
as many as 277 persons among the 58 house·
holds. The number of children in the age' 

19 

35 
23 
58 

60 
61 

121 

5 
6 

11 ---.-------
group 0-14 is 87 which is again very good be
cause in many submontane areas, very few 
children are seen. The number of people aged 
60 and above is only 11 which suggests that 
people who can survive be)'ond 60 is compara
tively very small in this village. Malnutrition 
and lack of medical facilities may contribute to 
this. In the age-group 15-59 there are 179 
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persons which shows that the number of wor- Age and marital status 
kers is very big in this village. That may ac
count why they have sufficient paddy during the 
time of survey. 

Table 4.2 

The following table shows the population 
based on the 58 households &urveyed in the 
village by age and marital status :-

____ I _______ ·_._._~---I.__....._----.------.l____._-------------

Total population Never married Married Widowed 
Age-group ------------------------

Persons Males Females Males Females Mules Females Males Females 
_____,-.--------------------..~ ----------------~-

All ages 277 138 139 72 68 64 64 2 7 

o ~g 87 38 49 38 49 

15-24 58 35 23 34 16 7 

25-59 121 60 61 3 58 56 2 2 

60 & above 11 5 6 5 1 5 
-~~.~-~~..----------------------------

Child marriage is not the practice among the 
Mikirs. The usual age of marriage is 24 years 
and upwards, that is, after full maturity. 
Hence there is none in the age-group 0-14 who 
is married and even in the age-group 15-24, 
only 8 persons are found married. The largest 
number of married perso])s comes frorr the age-
roup 25-59 which includes 58 males and 56 

females. This shows that the Mikirs generally 
marry after they have reached full maturity 
and are able to set up a house of their own and 
raise a family. In this age-group 25-59 there 
are 3 females who remain unmarried for cer
tain unknown reasons and in the same age
group are also found 2 widowers and 2 widows 
though the greater number of wid ows is found in 
the age-group 60 and above. The number of 

both widowers and widows is less which is due 
to the fact that remarriage is permissible. 
Remarriage is allowed only after one year of the 
death of each party and remarriage within that 
period is looked upon with contempt as that 
constitutes a disgrace to the clan concerned. 
There is no case of divorce or separation re
corded during the survey. Cases of divorce 
or separation are referred to the Village Council 
which decides each case publicly so that re
marriage can be done in due course of time. 

Literacy 

The following table shows the popUlation 
based on the 58 households surveyed in the 
village by age, sex and education :-

Table 4.3 
___ ..-___ -" ________ --01-+---1_, ____ , _________________ _ 

Total persons Jlliterate Literate (without 
educational level) 

Age-group ----------..--- ----.....o!--f--____ _ 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 
---'i.--.--__...--~ ______ ._...____..o!-~ ___ . _. __ , _________ _ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
-~~-- ....... --....-~----- . ----------- --

All ages 277 138 139 250 128 122 27 10 17 

0-14 87 38 49 61 28 33 26 10 16 

15-24 58 35 23 57 35 22 1 1 

25-59 121 60 61 121 60 61 

60 & above 11 5 6 11 5 6 
...... _--------- ---.--------:-------;:---
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A Ii tera te person has been defined as one who 
can both read and write. According to this 
criterion, the villagers are almost all illiterates. 
A Lower Primary School has only recently 
been set up in the village by the District Council 
in order to impart education to the ignorant and 
illiterate villagers. Thanks to the efforts of 
the District Council, 27 children have been 
enrolled and education in the first stage is given 
to them. These 27 children are from the age
group 0-14 including one female from the age
group 15-24. The p(;rcentage of school
going persons is very poor being only 9.7 of 
the total population of the village. At present, 
that is, during the survey, only cne teacher, Shri 
Borsingkro by name, who is also a Mikir and 
has read up to class VII, is engaged to run the 
school and his monthly salary of Rs. 75.00 is 
paid by the District Council. Unfortunately, 
this teacher is not a local person and comes to 
the school from Lumchika, his own village 
which is about 5 miles from Phongjangre. 

The low percentage of school-going children 
is due to the fact that most of the villagers do 
not want to send their children to school be
cause by doing so they would be deprived of 
the benefit they derive from the children in vari
ous home works and also because of the fact 
that most villagers view education with mistrust 
for they fear that when the children are educa
ted, they may leave their parents and hence 
nothing can be expected from them. Imma
ture people expect too much from their children, 
that without them their old age would be one of 
misery and life would be devoid of its joy, which 
however mayor may not be correct. This ill
feeling towards education may be temporary' 
because of its novelty, but it is hoped that they 
will realise the value of education as time goes. 

Diseases 

Common diseases like dysentery, malaria, 
skin diseases and worms are reported and the 
following table shows the position .-

Name of 
disease 

Skin diseases 
Dysentery 
Malaria fever 
Worms 
(especially in 
children) 

Total 

Table 4.4 

No. of persons 
reported to suffer 
from usual occur
rence of the disease 

12 
8 
7 

15 

Percentage to 
total popula

tion 

4.3 
2.9 
2.5 

5.4 
--oi ___ - _________ _ 

42 15.1 -.-..._i ____ ____________ _ 

. -21 

The above table confirms that this village 
is comparatively healthy because bad diseases 
like leprosy, tuberculosis etc. are 
not at all prevalent. Even malaria which is 
widely prevalent in submontane areas appears 
to be insignificant here because only 2.5 per 
cent of the population suffer from this disease. 
Skin diseases are quite natural in a backward 
area where people and livestock live practically 
in the same house, but even then the incidence 
is only 4.3 per cent. Dysentery and worms are 
prevalent everywhere in India, but the incidence 
here appears to be less than in many villges in 
the plains. In Mikir houses, pigs, goats, poultry 
and even buffaloes are kept below the plinth 
of their 'chang' houses and rubbish is thrown all 
around the houses. But pigs act as scavengers 
although their own excreta makes the whole 
atmosphere foul smelling, but as habit is second 
nature and people are used to such things, they 
seem to be none the worse for it. Modern medi
cal facilities are entirely absent in the village 
but they have their own medicinal herbs with 
which they treat all kinds of diseases. They 
also have witch doctors to perform sacrifices 
for the cure of ailments. But as man is what he 
believes, they are not worse off despite all their 
drawbacks. 

Development 

Though the village is covered by the Rong
khang Development Bleck, it has not benefited 
by it in any way. 

While development measures relating to 
communication, improvement in agriculture 
poultry and livestock, water supply, etc. hav~ 
been spread over and proved beneficial to most 
of the villagers within the jurisdiction of the 
Block, Phongjangre was and still is a backward 
village. Agriculture is still practised according 
to age-old methods with premitive daos and 
kodalis and the villagers have to toil hard to 
earn their living. Though wet cultivation has 
been taken up by the villagers, there is not much 
scope for development as most of the tract is 
hilly. Only in small valleys intercepted by hills 
could the land be put to wet cultivation but 
the extent of such lands is insignificant. There 
is no dispensary either for persons or for animals 
in or around the village except the one at far
away Dongkamukam and lIence villagers take 
recourse to self-trained medicinemen who 
provide sacrifice and herbal medicines to every 
person in the village. 

Village organisation 

The routine administration of tbe village 
is vested on the 'mei' or Village Council with 
the 'sarthe' (gaonbura) at its head. At the time 
of the survey, Saw Ingleng, aged 56, was the sar
the of the village. All adult male members of the 
family are members (chakri) of the 'mei' and 
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each one of them has a voice in its functions. 
It may be noted that almost all the functions 
a.nd duties of the 'mei' as well as the election of 
the 'sarthe' which existed before the establish
ment of the District Council have been recog
nised by the latter which also Ooes not interfere 
with the customary rights and privileges of the 
villagers including the right of electing a 'sarthe' 
from amongst the villagers. The sarthe is usual
lyelected by a consensus from amongst the elders 
of the village and as such he is generally one who 
bears a gooo moral character and has a good 
standing among the villagers. When a person is 
appointed as sarthe, he must give a feast to the 
whole village and pigs and fowls are killed on 
this occasion. His tenure of office, a post which 
incidentally is honorary, is not definitely speci
fied. If the villagers find the sarthe a good and 
efficient worker, his services may be required 
for as long as he wishes to serVe the village, 
sometimes until his death. But if he is found 
unfit and incapable of discharging his duties, 
he is deprived of his sartheship and another 
man is elected in his place. The District Council 
can only recognise the office of the sarthe, but 
it cannot retain him against the will of the 
village. 

It is the duty of the sarthe to summon the 
members of the mei to a sitting and it is he who 
puts forward proposals relating to the 
welfare of the village and the members discuss 
them and take action upon them. The sarthe 
presid.es over the mei, but he cannot make ·any 
decision by himself without the consent of the 
members constituting the mei. The sarthe also 
has some assistants (sarso) wbo help him in his 
work and sometimes take over charge from him 
in the event of his illness or his absence from the 
village. The mei fixes the date of festivals and 
makes voluntary contributions and entrusts every 
member with his particular duty relating to the 
festival. When death occurs in the village, it is 
the mei which informs the whole village of the 
incident and asks the villagers to go to help in 
the house of the dead till the time of cremation. 
The mei is also authorised to try and decide dis
putes regarding land, property, adultery, assault, 
etc. It imposes fines on the defaulters. The fine 
varies with the nature of cases. It does not, 
however, exceed Rs. 50 in any case. Disputes 
that cannot be settled by the mei are taken to 
the District Council at Diphu. 

The mei usually plays an important role in 
regulating the social, economic and religious 
life of the village though its authority has been 
somewhat curbed with the establishment of the 
District Council and all important matters are 
now dealt with by the above body. Even then 
the mei still occupies an important place in the 
social organisation and still retains much of its 
traditional powers regarding the decision of 
various matters relating to village life. The 
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sense of responsibility and the spirit of coopera
tion, as the villagers are made to be aware of, 
are mostly initiated and developed by the mei 
and every person holds it in high esteem and awe. 
The orders and the rulings of the mei are seldom 
defied because the villagers cower before this 
august body. 

Inberitance 

The Mikir society is patrilineal in form, and 
inheritance follows the male line. On the death 
of the father, the eldest son inherits the property 
and also takes over charge of the responsibility 
of the family and that is so only if he has not 
set up a house of his own ; otherwise the respon
sibility faUs on the younger SOD. Generally 
the fathe.r divides and allots the bUlk of the 
property among his sons d.uring his life time 
giving the eld.est one the biggest share. Daugh
ters have no claim at all to the father's property 
except that of their mother who distributes her 
property equally among her daughters. Immo
vable property like land is distributed equally 
among the sons during the father's life time. 
In case of any dispute that may arise in this 
regard, the dispute is referred to the mei who~e 
decision over the matter is c()nsidered as final. 
Such cases are however rare and the sons are 
usually well satisfied with what they get accor
ding to the provisions of the will made by the 
father. In case the father does not have any 
male issue, his property passes on 10 his male 
relatives, generally to his brothers, who divide 
and distribute the property equally among 
themselves. Though the daughters have no 
right to their father's property, it is the duty of 
the male relatives or the sons of the deceased, 
whoever inherit the property, to provide for 
the daughters and to look after their welfare. 
The daughters are maintained in this manner 
for as long as they remain unmarried. At the 
time of their marriage, special provisions are 
made for them in order that they may enter 
upon this new phase of their lives with honour 
and dignity. Similarly, the wife of the deceased 
person is also cared for as long as she stays a 
widow. When she re-marries she automati
cally loses her rights. The laws of inheTitance 
are governed according to age-old custom and 
the villagers never dream of seeking a change or 
upsetting the old order of things. No data 
however was collected during the survey regar
ding the number of persons who acquire property 
by inheritance. 

Leisure & recreation 

Both men and women are workers, but work 
and leisure are spent together. Being children of 
nature they find music in the winds, the bubbling 
streams and the songs of the birds even when they 
work in the fields. The rigours of nature make 
the life hard, but they are satisfied with what little 
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they have. They are rather ignorant of plays 
and other kinds of amusement which are usually 
indulged in by urban people. To have a cul
tural club or to see a motion picture is beyond 
their imagination and dream. After a day's 
work in the fields they return home to find some 
relaxation sitting round the hearth, swapping 
stories and discussing about their fields and 
crops and the prospects of the coming harvest. 
When sometimes they go out on a visit to friends 
and relatives the inevitable subject of crops al
ways come up for discussion among them apart 
from some family matter or other. As they 
work in their fields, snatches of songs and laugh
ters can be heard. With backs drawn and 
hands thrashing right and left they gently hum 
simple melodies which seem to dispel fatigue 
and weariness from both body and soul. It is 
only at the time of festivals that the villagers 
truely devote the greater part of their time to 
the festivities of the occasion though even at 
such times they manage to snatch a few hours' 
time for collecting the crops from their fields. 
During this period everyone helps the other 
in collecting the crops from the fields after which 
they all give themselves away to the festive mood 
of the time and they eat and drink freely and 
show their gratefulness to the gods in worship. 

Religion 

The religion of the Mikirs is somewhat 
similar to that followed by the Khasis and 
Jaintias. But whereas the religion of the latter 
is monotheism, the Mikirs believe in a number 
of gods collectively known to them as 'arnam 
atum' which deities are invoked and propitiated 
so that they may grant the villagers prosperity 
and in order that misfortunes may be averted. 
These gods are worshipped in different ways and 
at different times. Like the Khasis, the Mikirs 
have no idols, temples or shrines. But if there 
is any idol at all it is in the form ofa fetish locally 
known as 'bor' which are only pieces of stone 
or some metal by keeping which, the people 
believe, they can become rich the easier way. 
These 'bors' are however not objects of worship 
or propitiation. 

Beside 'arnam atum', there are also a good 
number of gods who receive their names from 
the diseases caused by them. The people live 
in constant dread of these gods and hence they 
try to be in good terms with them by duly offe
ring propitiations to them. Thus 'chomang 
ase' is a Khasi god who causes fever and this 
god is propitiated by the sacrifice of a goat. 
When epidemic diseases like cholera break out 
it is taken to be caused by 'ajo-ase' to whom 
propitiation must be made with a goat or pig. 
Barrenness in women is beli.eved to be caused by 
'so-meme' and a fowl or a goat is propitiated to 
cure it. Re curring sickness or trouble of any 
kind is ascri bed to 'theng thou', and in such 
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cases a goat, a pig or fowls are used for propitia
tion. There are quite a number of 
other gods the placation of whom forms the 
main object of their worship. All the above 
mentioned gods are placated at the family level 
and each household may propitiate it accor
ding to the nature of the disease or trouble 
caused by the particular god. Community 
worship is done only at the festivals and the 
worship is offered to the gods' 'arnam atum' 
for the prosperity that was bestowed upon the 
people during the year. 

The sun and the moon known to them as 
'arni' and 'chiklo' respectively are looked 
upon as divines, and though no propitiation is 
made to them they rcceive due honour and 
respect. With the exception of trees and ani
mals, other objects of nature such as tpe water
falls, mountains, deep pools, etc., h.ave to be 
propitiated by sacrifices as each one of them, 
it is believed, is the manifestation ofa god which 
has got its own relation with the life of man. 
In short, their religion may be described as 
animism, the attributibn of a soul to natural 
objects and phenomena. 

It may be noted that all the above sacrifices 
to the gods concerned are performe<l by village 
priests known as 'gurusar'. The priest usually 
occupies a high and respectable position in the 
society and he is to lead a good and pious life. 
Any person from any clan may become a 'guru
saJ' provided he is by his own experiences well
versed in the art and technique of sacrificial 
ceremonies to the gods and also if such person 
possesses a good moral character. It is not 
necessary for the priest to live a secluded life ; 
rather he forms part and parcel of the society 
he lives in. His duty as a priest is also not 
professional and he performs his duties only 
when needs arise. When a household wants 
to perform some sacrifice to the gods, the priest 
is summoned and his service is rewarded by the 
household with food and drink and in some 
cases with cash the amount never exceeding the 
sum of Rs. 2/-. It is he who decides what kind 
of illness the household falls victim to and he 
also decides what sort of sacrifice should be 
performed to appease the gods and also the 
number of animals to be sacrificed. It is also 
he who performs all the sacrifices connected 
with the festivals. The priest is generally selec
ted from amongst the old men in the village and 
the selection is done by the village councilor 
'mei'. No ceFemony is performed and no feast 
is given at the time of appointment of the priest. 
Only a public announcement of the appoint
ment is made by the 'mei' so that the whole 
village may know of it. At present, that is, 
during ·the survey a man named Wai Haseh, 
aged 60, is the priest of the village but his main 
subsistence is cllltivation. 



PHONGJANGRE 
Festivals 

The most important festival performed by 
the Mikirs is what is known as 'chojun' festival. 
It is usually performed once in a year after the 
harvest and the festival lasls only for one day. 
The festival is generally performed in indivi
dual households according to the means and 
standing of the household concerned. But 
each and every household actually performs 
the festival every year for the villagers cannot 
remain silent without thankmg the gods (arnam) 
who are supposed to be the givers of good 
harvest. The individual c:m perform it on any 
day according to his liking and convenience. 
One week before thc commencement of the 
festival, the individual concerned informs the 
mei to come and help him in the preparation for 
the festival. A large quantity of rice beer (hor) 
is prepared. Friends and rclatives are invited 
on the occasion and they all join hands in 
making the festival a success. On the day 
fixed, the gurusar is sent for to perform the 
rites connected with the festival. The gurusar 
is not paid but he is simply entertained and 
treated with great respect. The best food 
that the household can preparc is given to him. 
On the appointed day, the gurusar takes a pig 
which is known as 'pirthal-aphak' which the 
household concerned specially keeps for the 
purpose of sacrificing to the gods. The pig is 
killed outside the village. There the priest 
builds an altar known as 'dovan' and covers it 
with plantain leaves and some wild flowers. 
When the animal is killed, blood is shed on the 
altar and some cooked food is placed there for 
the gods to partake. The gurusar then prays 
to the gods to accept the offering and thanks 
them for the prosperity granted to the house
hold. He also invokes their blessings to the 
household for the coming year. When all 
this is completed, the gurusar in the company 
of some elderly men, especially those related 
to that particular household, returns home with 
the flesh of the animal killed. On reaching 
home, the meat is cooked and eaten during the 
day. The whole day is spent in making merri
ment and in eating and drinking. It may be 
noted that no song is sung and no dances are 
performed during the festival though men and 
women, boys and girls, enjoy the feast with 
obvious delight. 

Another community festival observed by 
them is known as 'horbong-arnam-kepu.' This 
festival is generally observed after the harvest 
and only the village e1ders take part in it, in 
other words, this festival is associated only 
with the members who constitute the mei. The 
festival lasts only for one day and the gods are 
invoked and propitiated for the prosperity 
granted by them throughout the year. Goats 
and fowls are killed by the gurusar or, in his 
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absence, by allY elderly pefson in the 'tikup' 
of the sarthe. The blood so shed is collected in 
a brass vessel and it is offered to the gods as a 
token of respect and thanksgiving. The date 
for this festival is fixed by [he mei. Not only so 
but also the number of goats and fOWlS to be 
sacrificed and the voluntary contributions to 
be madc are dctermined by the above village 
body. 

The festival is usually ob&crved in the house 
of the sarthe. Two days before the commence
ment of the festival, all members of the mei 
gather at the house of the sarthe at night to pre
pare rice beer (hor) and to husk paddy. When 
the day arrives, the animals that are to be sacri
ficed are tied to the posts in the 'tikup'. WhCll 
the sun is high, the gurusar takes each one 
of the animals and cuts it from the neck and the 
blood is collected in a vessel. The vessel is then 
placed at one end of the 'tikup' and an offering 
is made to the gods. The elders who s:and round 
and just behind the gurusar watch him as he 
performs the ceremonial ritr.;:s. After this is done, 
the flesh of the animals is cooked. The cooked 
meat is served later on. No dancers and no 
drummers take part in this festival. Only the 
elders eat, drink and amuse themselves. Drink
ing sometimes reach an excessive stage and may 
create some trouble to them. However these 
petty drunken bouts are soon forgotten. 

There is another important ceremony obser
ved by the Mikirs of this village which is known 
as 'rongker'. This is observed when an epidemic 
which is believed to bc caused by 'ajo ase' breaks 
out in the village or when famine comes to the 
village. In this ceremony, the gurusar invokes 
the gods (arnam atum) to help the people 
by driving away such diseases from the village. 
On the day of the ceremony, a pig is killed on 
the outskirts of the village and the divination 
is read in the condition of the intestines. 
If the gurusar finds an evil portent in the in
testines, every household in the village devotes 
itself to prayer to the gods to have mercy 
upon them and to avert the calamity. If on the 
other hand, the omen is good, the meat of the 
animal is cooked and eaten by the members 
of the mei in the sarthe's tikup while the blood 
of the animal killed is shed in plantain leaves to 
an offer to 'ajo-ase'. Women are forbidden is 
eat the flesh of the sacrificial animal as it as 
believed that the gods will not be pleased to dine 
together with women. But whether the omen is 
good or bad, the whole village is prohibited from 
going to work, and entry into or going out from 
the village is strictly forbidden. If by some 
chance an outsider pays a visit to the village 
during the occasion, he will have to put up the 
night in the village and may leave it only in the 
morning of the following day. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

Phongjangre is a typical Mikir village where 
customs and traditions handed down from gene
ration to generation from times immemorial 
still survive. The villagers love to follow the 
traditions of their forefathers and everything 
with them is traditional. They practise jhumm
ing in the same old manner as their forefathers 
did for centuries past. Jhumming is their only 
means of subsistence. Their traditional in
duslries which have always been their secondary 
occupations are still in vogue. It may be observed 
however that though weaving is still practised 
by the womenfolk, it is done so only in their 
spare hours and that also not with an eye to 
making any cash benefit, but exclusively for 
their personal use whenever the need arises. 
Even then, the importance of weaving cannot 
be easily dismissed because to the women of this 
village it is always a pride to know 
(he art of weaving. Besides weaving, black
smithy and bamboo and cane works are also 
practised though these industries are also not on 
a commercial scale. All these products are lo
cally produced and are meant only for their 
personal uses when the demand for such pro
ducts arises. 

As mentioned elsewhere before, the village 
is situated about 24 miles away from the Rong
khang Tribal Development Block. The way to 
the village lies through rugged terrains where 
the hills are rocky and steep. The facilities 
provided by the Block are not at all available 
to the villagers who are more or less isolated 
in a desolate and remote tract of the district. 
Hence people of this village are still left to them
selves to pull through life according to their 
native genius and according to the way which 
suits their traditional customs and manners 
b~st. Land reforms and other development 
measures which have brought about great chan
ges in most parts of the district have yet to make 
their impact on the economy of the village. 
As a matter of fact, the villagers are not even 
aware at present of the various economic changes 
that have taken place outside their village. 

Though backward, the people of Phong
jangre village appear to enjoy a particularly 
satisfactory level of economic condition. The 
yield of rice from the jhum fields is generally 
sufficient for consumption by the producing 
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households for the whole year. There is not a 
single household in the village which does not 
possess land for the purpose of cultivation which 
fact in itself is a clear indication of the abundance 
of cultivable land within the village area. The 
sanitary condition of the village is however 
far from satisfactory. There is no good 
source of drinking water in or around the village. 
The result is that the health of the villagers is 
not so good, though not so bad either. Diseases, 
specially skin diseases, are prevalent in the 
Village. Modern medical facilities are absent 
and so the villagers are compelled to seek relief 
from illness in drugs indigenously prepared from 
certain medicinal herbs. Further the people of 
this village are simple and unsophisticated, and 
now though one Lower Primary School has been 
established in the village, few villagers seem to 
realise the value of education and fewer still are 
those who seem to feel any need for the same. 
Only some children read in the above school who 
receive but the barest primary lessons which are 
only preparatory steps towards a vaster world 
of knowledge and learning. In this connection 
it may be mentioned that not a single adult 
person in the village is literate. 

The village is situated so much in the interior 
that it has been totally cut off from the influences 
of urban life The villagers do not visit towns 
and no household is reported to have migrated 
to any town. This is due to the fact 
that communication facilities which alone 
can bring about changes in the physical 
and natural outlook of the people 
are totally absent in the village. Right 
from Kalongka, there is not even a jeep
able road and one who travels to the village has 
to go through dense jungle and the ups and 
downs of the hill ranges The path is almost 
impassable though it is only about 18 miles 
from Kalonga to the village. The Block has 
done nothing so far to improve the existing 
footpath or to find means to construct a new 
one. In fact, the irregular nature of the area 
itself is responsible for the lack of good 
communication, or the rapid development of 
the existing one. The people live in an 
isolated spot where the ",inds of change can 
hardly reach. There is no pUblic place of interest 
around the village which can influence the mind 
of the people. 
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TableA·3 

SCHEDULED TRIBES AND SCHEDULED CASTES BY HOUSEfHOLD~ AND ppp~AnQN 

Name of Scheduled Tribes! Total No. of i' 

Scheduled Castes households Persons Males :Females 

1 2 3 4 5 

SCleduled Tribes 

Mikir 58 277 138 139 

SC'ledu)ed Castes 

27 
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Table A-S 

MATERIAL CULTURE • CONSUMPTION HABITS BY ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME AND HOUSEHOLDS BY 
CASTE/TRIBE/COMMUNITY 

No of households that use mosquito curtain 

Caste/Tribe/Community 
having annual income of 

Rs. 1,201 Rs. 901 - Rs. 601 - Rs. 301-
& above 1200 900 600 

2 3 4 S 

Mikir (Tribe) 

No of households that use washing soap 
having annual income of 

------
Rs. 1,201 & Rs. 901- Rs. 601- Rs. 301- Rs. 300 & 

above 1,200 900 600 less 

12 13 14 15 16 

2 4 12 32 8 

-- .. -~---

No. of households that send colthes to washerman 
having annual income of 

Rs. 1,201 & Rs.901- Rs. 601- Rs. 301- Rs. 300 & 
above 1,,200 900 600 less 

22 23 24 25 26 

No of households that do not use 11l0squito curtain 
having annual income of 

Rs. 300 Rs. 1,201 Rs. 901 - Rs. 601- Rs. 301- Rs. 300 
& less & above 1200 900 600 & less 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

2 4 12 32 8 

No. of households that do not use washing soap having 
annual income of 

Rs. 1,201 & Rs. 901- Rs. 601- Rs. 3(iI- Rs. 300 & 
above 1.200 900 600 less 

17 18 19 20 21 

No. of households that do not send clolhes to washerman 
having annual. income of 

Rs. 1,201 & Rs. 901 - Rs. 601- Rs. 301- Rs. 300 & 
above 1.200 900 600 less 

27 28 29 30 31 

2 4 12 32 8 
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Location code No. and 
name oT the village 

1 

Phongjanife 

Area in 
square miles 

2 

B43 
acres 

Table· A .. 7 

LIVELIHOOD CLASSES 

Occupied houses Total No. of persons enumerated 
(including inmates of institution 
and houseless persons) 

No. of No. of 
households houses Persons Males Females 

'3 4 ? 6 7 

58 58 277 138 139 

Inmates of institution 
and houseless -peopic?, 

males Females:' , 
-g g----

----------__________ ~------------~~----~------L---------.----------~----_T--------

Literates 

Males Females 

10 11 

Culti~ators of land 
whoJly owned lind 
their dependents 

Males Females 

12 13 

138 139 

Cultivators of land 
wholly un-Awned and 
their dependents 

Males Females 

14 15 

31 

Cultiva'ting labourers 
and tQl(ir dependents 

Males Females 

16 17 

.,.------
Non-cultivating owners 
of lal1d, agrieulturl\1 rent 
receivers and their 
dependents 

Males Females 

18 19 



Table A-8 

CULTIVATING HOUSEHOLDS AND INCREASE IN CULTIVATED AREA DURING LAST 

Extent of No. of households with holdings. 
land wholly No. of Total of Total of 
brought house- wet area dry area Below 1-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12-15 

under holds (in acres) 1 acre acres acres acres acres acres 
cultivation 
(in acres) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Below 1 

1- 2 38 Q 67 38 

3- 5 8 ,0 36 8 
~ 

6- 8 5 38 !. 5 

9-11 7 
~ 

> 75 7 

«I 
12-15 , . 
16-20 

.... 
0 

.-.-

21 & above Z 

TOTAL 58 216 38 8 5 7 

Table A-9 

CASTE/TRIRE/COMMUNITY AND NATURE OF FAMILY ___.._----------_. 
t; a:;te/Tribe/Community 

1 

Mikir (Tribe) 

Total No. of 
households 

2 

58 

Simple 

3 

51 

Types of families living in the households 

Intermediate Joint Others 

4 5 6 

7 

Table A-tO 

S YEARS 

16-20 21 
acres & 

above 
acres 

11 12 

,----.. 

Remarks 

7 

,-----~ 

HOUSEHOLDS AND POPULATION BY RELIGION, SECT/SUB-SECTjCASTE/TRIDE/COMMUNITY 

Religion 

1 

Hindu 

Christian 

Non-Christian 
( Tribal religion) 

Sect 

2 3 

Not belonging Total No. Persons 
to any sect or of households 

Males Femal:l 

sub-sect 

4 5 6 7 8 

58 58 277· 138 139 
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Table A-l1 

HOUSEHOLDS HEADS BY CASTE/TRIBE/COMMUNITY, AGE-GROUP, SEX AND LITERACY 

Caste/Tribe/Community 

Total No. of household heads in the village 
Age group Males Females Persons 
(in years) Persons 

Literate illiterate Total 
Literate illiterate Literate Illiterate Literate Ulitera:e 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

1 

0-14 

15-24 

25-59 

60 &above 

Total No. of 
Household 
heads 

Age Group 

1 

All ages 

0-14 

15-34 

35-59 

60 & above 

Age FOups 

1 

All ages 

0-14 

15-3" 

35-59 

60 &. above . 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

50 50 1 50 1 51 

7 7 7 7 

57 57 1 57 1 58 

Table A-12 

NUMBER OF NON-WORKERS, CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOL AND DEPENDENtS 
- - -........... 

Total number of Full time students or 
non-workers 

Persons engaged in 
household duties children attending Dependents 

school 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males Females Persons Males 

2 

75 

68 

1 

1 

5 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

33 42 27 10 17 48 23 

32 36 26 10 16 42 22 

1 1 

1 1 

1 4 5 1 

Table A-I3 

WORKERS BY SEX, BROAD AGE-GROUPS AND OCCUPA1'10NS 

Occupation "A" 
'Cultivation' 

Persons Males Females 

2 3 4 

202 105 97 

19 6 13 

105 58 47 

72 37 35 

6 4 2 
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Occupation 'B' Occupation 'C' 

Persons Males Females Persons Males 

5 6 7 8 9 

Females 

13 

25 

20 

1 

4 

Females 

10 



Akejoi 
Akemen 
Arnam atum 
Arni 
Arang 
Arak 
Aso 
Biroi 
BikoD 
Bongkelok 
Bar 
Chakri 
Chang 
Cherhe-atum 
Cheng 
Chir 
Chiklo 
Choi 
Choiun 
Cham arong 
Chomang-ase 

Chl:5i1tel1gkarr 
Chubi 
Dainbuk 
Damthak 
Duk 
Dola 
Duhuidi 
Dovan 
Gurusar 
Hak 
Ham 
Han 
Harlung 
Hongkup 
'Hotorr 
Hor 
Harbong_ arnam kepu 

!ngjir ar-Io
Inghoi 
Inghoi-patelang 
Kam 
Kani 
Kachati 

- Kanpi 

GLOSSARY 

: marriage by making a bargain with the girl and her parents 
marriage by contract 
a general name for the gods 
the sun 
an effigy 
a strong drink 
an arrow 
a shed for the goats and fowls 
pan leaf 
water vessel 
a fetish, the keeping of which makes the owner rich 
membt!ts of the' village council' 
a platform of bamboo raised above the fireplace 
the mpurning party 
drums 
spear 
the moon 
a waistcoat 

: a festival performed by the individual after harvest 
: the dead man's place 
: a god who causes fever 
: a death anniversary usually performed for- a man of wealth 
: the hair tied in a knot 

girls' dortllitory inside the house 
a special room for the parents of the family 
th~ practic~ of tatooing the face 
the bier for carrying the dead body 
drummers 
ari altar where the animal is sacrificed 
the'village priest 
fishing basket 
hurricane lanterns 

: vegetables 
: cups or mugs for drinking 

the verandah in front of the house 
a general name for baskets 
a mild drink 
a festival.observed only by the members of the village coun
cil after harvest 
a male relative from-the father's.side. 
a low wooden stool 
a bench 
a rOOIll for outsiders or guests 
opium 
divorce 
a great dance usually performed during the chomengkan 
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Kasu harlung 
Kethok 
Kilat 
Kove 
Kut 
Laisnem 
Lang ating 
Lang atibuk 
Lek 
Langbang 
Luji 
Mehip 
Mei 
Nihu 
Nothangpi 
Norik 
Osoamenkeir 
Pham 
Pelim 
Pekok 
Peinki 
Peni 
Poho 
Phule-Phukok 
Risomar 
Rit 
Tikong 
Roi 
Rongker 

Sarthe 
Sarso 
So-meme 
Simkebe 

Thai 
Thap 
Theri 
Tikup 
Theng-hong 
Theng-thou 
Urnam 
Vankok: 

: dishes 
: an offer to the gods 
: a glass vessel used for drinking 
: betelnut 
: a room meant only for the family members 

a taboo 
: kerosene' tins 
: pitchers 
: a necklace 

bamboo joints 
a mirror 
a fireplace 
the village council 
a male relative from the mother's side 
earrings for women 
earrings for men 
the naming ceremony of a child 
traps for small animals and birds 

: bedstead 
: a cloth used by women to cover the upper part of the body 

a garment of endi cloth 
a petticoat used by women 
a turban 
Pots and pans for cooking 

: dancers 
: jhum cultivation 

a cloth worn by men round the loins 
bracelets 
a ceremony observed when an:epidemic disease or famine 
breaks out 
the village headman or gaonbura 
assistant headman I 

a god who cause barrenness among women 
: formal engagement between the parents of the boy and the 

girl j 

a bow 
a drinK of-medium strength 
the crematorium 

: courtyard 
: small tobacco pipe 
: a god who is respdnsible for recurring sickness or trouble 
: finger-rings 
: an ornamental girdle of old silver coins 



CONFIDENTIAL 

Name of District 

Name of p.S/Mau'l.ll 

Name of village 

Census Code No. 

1. Household No. 

S1. No. of Household 

2. 

Name 

1 

Head of Household 

Informant 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF CENSUS OPERATIONS 

Age 

~ 

I 

-I 

I 

CENSUS 1961 
'VILLAGE SURVEY 

HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE 

PART I 

Name of Investigator 

Name of Interpreter 

Period takeu for completion of 
investigation 

FrOIDI---------T'o-------

, E' Sex Caste or I Occupation Literacy Remarks (is he 
Tribe simply head or also 

informant) 

3 I 4 I 5 I 6 I 7 

I I 

.~ .. 

.... 

-

-
-



3A·Composition of the Household including the Head (including dependants and casual members tiling) 

;-----. . 
Eco· 

1 

ICommu• 
Language 

Name 
Relation 1 Place of birth 
to the '------1 Religion 

nomic 
Status. 

Sl. 
No. 

1-::-' Age in I 
'MfF comPle'

l 
head of I Name 
the house· 

Distance 
from the 
village. 

I nity Gotraf Mother \ Other ted I years. = 1 I 2 1-3~1 4 5 I 
Caste/ clan. tongue languages 
Tribe. spoken hold. 

6 I 7(a) 
'------

8 9 10 11(a) l1(b) 7(b) 

-------------
Education Occupation Place of Occupation Income Marriage Remarks 

Main Subsidiary Name Distance from 
the village 

Marital I Age at 
status marriage 

12 13(a) 13(b) 13(c) 13(d) I ----- .-- 14 I~~_!__::~_-I __ ~ __ 

3B-Members of the Family (Le. either earners/contributing to the family income or dependents) living a\Vay from it 

I Relation Place of birth I Co~mu- I Language Economic S1. Sex I Age in to the 1 I mty Gotra/ status. No. Name MjF comple· head of Distance Religion Castej I Clan Mother Other 
ted house- Name from the Tribe. tongue languages 

--l~ 
hold village ___ spoken 

1 I 2 3 4 5 6 7(a) 7(b) 8 9 I 10 11(a) 11 (b) 

~:::-I Occupation I I Marriage 

Amount I Icontributed Marital Marriage 
to/by house· status I Sub'idi'''',lwld ~u>llYI if 

Main Age at I las the case \marriage Made by 
Imay be. I the 
i family 

12 13(a) I 13(b) I 14 I 15(a) 1-15(b)l lS(c) 
, ,---. 

-
._ I Since How many 

payment Present when times Remarks 
any address living visited 

away the fami-I Received from ly during 
by the the last 

the family family year 

! 1S(d) I 16 17 I 18 1 __ 19_ 



4 (a) (i) For how many generations, counting from the head of the household 
backwards, has the household been residing in this village ? 

(ii) For how many years has the household been residing in the village? 

(b) If there is any history or tradition of migration of the household: 

(i) Area from where migrated and distance ? 

(ii) Cause of migration. 

(iii) Occupation before migration. 

(iv) Any other significant information in respect of the migration. 

Cc) (i) Whether a displaced household after partition. 

(U) If so, how and why this village was selected. 

(iii) Has the household received any loan or grant for rehabilitation. 
(state amount and date). 

(iv) Any comment (including whether the household considers itself 
to 'be adequately rehabilitated). 

5 Ca) Religion 

(b) Sect 

Cc) Tribe or Caste 

(d) Sub-tribe or Sub-Caste 

6 Ca) Is there a deity or object of worship or a sacred plant in the house ? 
(Answer 'Yes/No). 

(b) If'yes' where is the deity or object of worship located in the house? 
(c) W.hat is the name of the deity or object of worship or sacred plant and 

what is the form and frequencies of worship ? 

7 (a) ,(i) What are the different types of marriages in your community? 

(ii) Who are the permissible partners for marriage among kinsfolk and 
who are not? 
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(iii) Is polyandry/polygamy customarily followed in the household ? 

(iv) Is widow marriage customary in the household. If 'yes' name social 
a.ttitude approving/dis-approving. 

7. (b) Expenditure on marriage : 

(i) On functions before marriage. 

(ii) On marriage ceremony. 

(iii) On functions following marriage. 

(iv) Any amount paid last year. 

7 • (c) Usual range of bride-price : 

(i) 

(ii) 

Who receives the bride-price ? 

Bride price : Virgin From 
Widow From 

(iii) Bridegroom price From 

to Rs. 
to Rs. 

to Rs. 

(iv) Describe briefly the role of the pri~st apd :p1eption particulaJ;s regarding 
community/caste/tribe. 

(v) Is there any special dress and ornaments prescribed for the bride and the 
bridegroom? (Give a brief description). 

(vi) Did any marriage in contravention of community/Caste/tribal law 
take place in this household ? If 'yes' giye details and social atJitude. 

(vii) Was dowry given on the occasion of·the marriage of the daughters? 
If 'yes', mention the amount. 

(viii) Are you aware of the legislation regarding prohibition of dowry? 
If 'yes' what is your attitude towards it ? 

(ix) Do you know that there have been changes in the recent years in the Hindu 
.Marriage Act ? If 'yes' what do you think 'Of the salient features of tbe 
Hindu Marriage Act? 

7. (d) Divorce: 

li) Is divorce/separation an accepted institution in your community/castel 
tribe ? 

(ii) Agency settling the dispute and its compostition ? 

(iii) Amount of compensation paid to the aggrieved party. 

8. Inheritance: 

(a) Which relatives, including the widow and daughters (married and un
married) inherit property on the death of a married person belonging 
to the same caste as the household ? 

(b) What is the share of each such members? 

(c) Can a person make a will of gift of his/her property? 

(d) Is it in accordance with the traditional custom ? 

(e) Is the informant'aware of the changes in the Hindu Succession Act? If 'yes' 
is his description of th~ Act correct ~ 



9. 

(f) Is the informant aware of the changes in the Hindu Adoption Act ? If 
'yes', is his description of the Act correct? 

If the household possesses land give :-

(a) Owned 

Total area 
in acre-

(b) Area comprising household

(c) Total uncultivable fallow

(d) Total cultivable land-

Leased in 

(e) Total land cultivated, with particulars as under :-

Remarks 

Owned Land Lease land Total Owned land leased 
Situatoo cultivated cultivated out to others 

Inside the village 

Outside the village 
•••. Miles 

No. of 
plots 

Area No. of 
plots 

Dry Wet 

Area No. of Area No. of --- plots ---- plots 
Dry Wet Dry Wet 

(f) (i) In case of owned land, how and when the family came to own land ? 

(ii) What is the land revenue for the land owned-has' there been any recent 
cbange ? 

(iii) What are the tax collecting Agencies ? 

(g) In case the household has leased land

(i) Who is the landlord ? 

(ii) Where does he stay (if outside the village, the distance should be given) ? 

(iii) What is his occupation ? 

(iv) Since when has the land been leased ? 

Area ----
Dry Wet 

(v) On what terms the land has been lease~- has there been any recent change? 

(h) If the land has been leased out

(i) To how many tenants ? 

(ii) Since when? 

(iii) On what terms? has there been any recent changes ? 

(i) If there is any cultivable land, which is lying fallow-

(i) Since when, it is lying fallow ? 

(ii) Why is it lying fallow ? 

(j) Is the household cultivating any land by hired labour ? If 80-

(i) Quantity of land cultivated through hired labour. 

(ii) Agricultural operations in which labourers were engaged. 

(iii) Number of man, days, for which hired labourers were engaged. 
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(iv) Average wage per day paid to hired labourers. 

Male Per day. 
----~ 

Femalc _____ Per day. 

(k) (i) Agricultural operation 

Main implements Main operations and Land under Quantity Quantity Rema.rs ks 
season for each cultivation obtained sold 
(ploughing, sowing, last year- and rate 
weeding, transplan- Irrigated Un-irriga-
ting, harvesting, ted 
thrashing etc.) 

10. Does the household own any cattle or poultry? Give numbers. 

Present No. Cost of maintenance last year. 

(i) Milch cattle'" 

(ii) Draught cattle* 

(iii) Cows* 

(iv) Go.at 

(v) Sheep 

(vi) Pigs 

(vii) Ducks 

(viii) Geese 

(ix) Fowl 

11. Fis,hery 

(a) Does the housebold own any tank? 

(b) If fish is reared, was any quantity sold last year ? Answer Yes/No (1r 
'yes" mention quantity and amount obtained last year). 

Industry 

12. Does the household conduct any industry ? If 'yes'. 

~a) What are the products? 

(b) How it is financed? Expenditure incurred last year. 

(c) Are some of the products sold? 

(d) What is the amount collected last year? 

Ce} Has the making of any of the products been taken up for the first time 
in the course of the last 5 years ? 

(f) Has any new technique been adopted or any new implement brought 
into use during the last 5 years? if so, give details. 

13. Mentioned in detail the means of livelihood of the household other than 
agriculture and industry, e. g. services or trade or business or labour. 
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(a) In case of trade or business, mention the commodities dealt in annual 
profit, how financed etc. 

(b) In case of service (labour), mention the status, name of establishment 
and approximate monthly income (daily wages). 

Indebtedness 

14. If the head of the household is in debt

(a) Amount of debt outstanding 

(b) Purpose of the debt. 

(c) Source of credit. 

(d) Rate of interest. 

(e) Terms and securities against the debt. 

15. Reasons if traditional occupation is not followed by any. 

Education 

16. (a) Does any member of the household regularly re~<l a newspaper or listen 
to news broadcasts through the community radio sets? 

(b) Does the head of the household know the names of the Anchalik Pan
chayat/Thana/SubdivisionJDistrict in which the village is situated ? 

(c) Does the head of the household know the name of the principal rivers 
flowing through the district ? 

Diet 

17. (a) & (b) How many times in a day do the members of your household take 
their food? 

Food routine (Ordinary) Food routine (Festivals) 

Time of day Items in the meal 
iftakeu. 

Name of 
Festival. 

Timels of Item 
pri ncipal meal. 

2 4 

(c) What are the foods or drinks prohibited? Why are they prohibited? 

(d) Does t.he household take sugar with coffee and tea? 

18. W.hat utensils are used for-

Local teTm English term Materials 

(i) Cooking 

5 

Number 

___ -...-4 ___ o-..j ____ . ___________________ -...--__ 

(ii) Eating 

(iii) Drinking 

(iv) Fetching & 
storing water 

----------------, 
(v) Storing food 

grains Condi
ments oil etc. 

-~---....:...-_...__.._------......._..,.---'"--
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19. Fuel-

(a) What fuel is ordinarily used for cooking? 
(b) Whether obtained free or on payment? 
(c) Place and distance from where obtained or purchased. ? 
(d) Amount spent last year ? 

20. Furniture-

(a) Does the household possess bed-steadjkhatiajtaktaposhjchairJtablejbench 
stooljmirrorjalnajbracket ? (cross out those not found) 

(b) Is the household using any new kind of furniture fo(lhe first time in the 
last five years ? 

(c) Is mosquito net used? 

21. Dresses and ornaments-

Dress 
Male 

Local 
term 

Working Ordinary 

English Material Local 
term term 

Festival & Dancing 

English Material Local English Materia! 
term term term 

------------------------------------------------------------------
Female 

~.-"----

Ornaments 
Male 

Female 

22. Consumer Goods-

(a) Does the household possess hurricane lantern/petromaxjbattery torchlight/ 
kerosene stovejbicycle/gramophone/radio-set? . 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Has any of the items been acquired for the first time ili the last five years ? 
If so, mention them. 

Does the household use toilet soap/washing soap ? 

Are clothes sent to the washerman for being cleaned ? 

23. Family planning--

(a) Do the fatherjs (indicate by his S1. No. in 3A or 3B) in the household know 
anything about family planning through the family planning rehtre or social 
workers? 

(b) Is there any family planning centre/social worker in that· area ? Give the 
address or the department concerned. 

(c) Does the head of the household wish that more or no more children 
were born to him ? 

(d) Condition of the family :-
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Occupation Income Father's Age Her age Children 
Father's of both of ------

name parents & parents In At In At 
children and completed first Mother's completed first Sons Daughtors 
if any children years marriage name years marriage 

if any 

24. House 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

~?) 

(e) 

(Q 

(g) 

What is your house type called ? Term/Description. 

Is this your own house ? 

When was your hou,se built and at what cost? 
j 

Do you attach any importance to the selection of the house site ? 
\If 'yes' ~ive details) 

Give details of construction 

Plan 

Plinth 

Wall 

Roof 

Ventilation 

Number of rooms 

How they are used 

General 

Was your house constructed with the assistance of family labour/castel 
tribe/community labour/hired labour. 

Are there any auspicious days and months for commencing house 
oonstruction ? 

. (~)._ :W~at_ ar.e t~e ceremonies observed concerning house construction and 
house warmtng ? 

0) When was your'house repaired last-and at what cost? 

25. Belief in luck and superstition : 

(a) Do you believe in luck and superstition? 

(b,i i·tfyes, do 'you believe in omens, taboos, common inhibition? 
{...! .... ) :" j .. .} 

(c) If yes, what things are lucky and unlucky to hear or to see '1 

(d),;lWhat objects are lucky or unlucky in themselves, gems or metals or bits 
of clothing ? . 

'(e) 'What sorts of acts are supposed to be lucky or un1uc~y, such as breaking 
things or falling or tripping or in eating or drinking or yawning or sneezing 
passing through or under any object '1 
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(f) How do people protect themselves, from possessions of the evil eye ? 

tg) In what months is it lucky or unlucky to be born or married? 

(h) What days of the week are considered lucky to cut one's hair or nails ? 

26. Leisure and recreation : 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

What are the mouths in a year when either you or any member of your 
family are not gainfully employed ? 

How do you spend the leisure ? 
tgive a brief account). 

What are the leisure hours in a~ day? 
How do you spend them? 
(give a brief account). 

What are the games played by : 

(i) Boys 
(ii) Girls 
(iii) Males 

(iv) Adult women 

(e) Are there any games connected specially with some festivals .: 

(i) Girls 

(ii) Boys 

(iii) Adult Males 

Vv) Women 

(f) Are any folk dances conducted in the village ? What are their names ? 
Draw plans or take photographs showing the positions and movements 
of the dancers? Are any of the dances connected with particular times 
of the year of festivals? (Answer in the F. N. B). 

21. (a) The attitude of the family members (belonging to a particular community/caste/tribe) 
to sharing with their co-villagers, people from neighbouring places and strangers 
of different community/caste/tribe in the following activities :-

Household-

Community Caste 

Are these things un-objectionable? Yes/No 

Name 0 other 
Communities, Castes 

or Tribes 

1 

A. Co-villagers 

B. Neighbours 

C. Strangers 

Drinking water from the 
same well 

2 

Using the same 
bucket 

3 

Tribe 

Taking food in 
the same room 

4 

Going to the 
same temple 

5 

(b) If all the answers are negative, is this attitude traditional, of a recent one (in this case 
obtain when and how the change of'attitude has 'taken place), 

45. 



SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY 
1960-61 
CENSUS-H96I 

Name of District 

PART II 

VILLAGE SCHEDULE 

------

Name of Police Station/Mauza/ _______________________ _ 

Name of ViUage __________ Number of Village ___________ _ 

Area of the Village _____________ Number of Households _____ _ 

Name of Predominant Caste/'Tribe ______________ _ 

What is the religion which the majority of the villagers profess ? _______ _ 

1. 'Topography of the Village :-

(a) 

(b) 

Is. the village situa'ted on a plain/on an undulating surfa,c~J a plateau/on 
a hillock/or at the bottom of a depression ? 

Tpe system of grouping of h<;lUses-average distance between two clusters 
of h'ouses-reasons for such grouping, e.g. ; whether on account of the 
nature of the surface of land or on account of social custom. 

tc) Internal roads-Tanks-any stream or other extensive source of water
proximity or otherwise of any jungle-Approximate number of shadebearing 
trees and how they are arranged. 

2. What is the local legend about the village? 

3. Detailed description of average house of the members of each caste/tribe, 
religious group, occupational group in the village. 

4. Name and distance of Hat or Hats to which surplus produce of the village is 
taken for sale. 

4 Ca) Page - 48 

4 (b) Page - 48 

4 (c) Page - 48 

S. Name and distance of the nearest Railway station and Bus route. 

6. Distance by road froJ;U Thana and Subuivision Headquarters. 

7. (a) Distance of the Post office from the village. 
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(b) Distance of the 'Telegraph office from the village. 

(c) Can money be sent through that Post office ? 

8. Religious practice followed by members of each caste, tribe and religious 
group in the village. The description of the religious practice in each case 
should begin with the name or names under which the Supreme Being 
is known and then proceed from ceremonies that might be observed in 
respect of a person from sometime before he is born and end with the 
funeral rites after his death. 

9. Give details of places of common religious worship, if any. 

10. Describe community festivals if held in the village. 

11. Dress and ornaments commonly worn by the villagers With special reference 
to peculiarities on account of caste, tribe or religious sanction or economic 
status. 

12. Number and types of schools in the village. 

12. (a) Page 48 

13. Describe historical monuments, temples, etc. if any. 

14. State of co-operative movement in the village. (Number and names of co
operatives) 

14. ~a) Page 49 

14. tb) Page 49 

15. Name and distance of the nearest hospital or dispe!lsary. 

16. Name the diseases from which the villagers usually suffer. 

17. Name the diseases from which cattle commonly suffer. 

18. Name and distance of the nearest veterinary hospital. 

19. (a) Is this village within any C. D., N. E. S. or M. P. C. D. Block? (Yes/No) 

(b) If 'yes' what benefit it derives from the Block? 

20. (a) Mention the names of the club, libraries, drama parties or other cultural 
organisations in .the village (if any) .. 

20. (a) (1) Page 49 

20. (b) Mention in brief other recreational facilities enjoyed by the village 
(Sports and Games, Cinema, Fairs, Festivals, etc.) 

21. Page 50 

22. 
" 50 

23. 
" 50 

24. 
" 

50 
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4 (a) Namo and particulars of the markets most commonly visited. 

Name of 
tho 

Market 

Distance 
from the 

village 

Weekly 
Transport hat day 

Comrnodities·exported to the 
market 

Commodities·imported from the 
market 

Item Approximate Approximate 
quantity value 

Item Approximate A.pproxima~e Remarks 
quantity value· 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

4(b) Particulars about the fairs and festival s commonly vi~ited by the vill agers. 

Main How Size of Commodities Recreational Religious Cultural & 
Name of Distance When attraction old gathering transacted activities activities Social Remarks 

the Fair held 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

4(c) If there are shops in the village, furnish the following particulars. 

Name of the 
shopkeeper 

If he is an 
outsider, 
his home 
address 

When the 
shop was 
cstablished 

Extent of 
business 

Names of 
main 
commodi
ties 

Approx. 
annual 
tran-

'!laction 

12 Ca) Particulars of the Educational InstitutioQs 

7 

Nature of 
transaction 

(cash, 
adv~ce, 
barter, 
etc.) 

8 

Side 
business, 
if any 
(money 
lending, 
contract 

etc.) 

activities 

9 10 11 

General notes on the business 
including profiteering, if any. 
trends of change in the 
quantity and method of 
transaction, etc. 

----------------------------~--_,.----~--------------.-----

Name of the 
Institution 

Where situated 
---------- Since when 

Name Distance inoCxistence 
of the from the 

place village 

How many stu· 
dents from 
the village are 

enrolled/STjSCj 
Others 

School 
l}ours 

Geperal notes including 
history of the Institution, 
its problems etc. Number of 
Schools of each type 

,----._.,_--------------.... ---.._._-.-~--------..,....-----.-----
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21. (a) Are there dormitories in the village for unmarried boys and girls? If so, 
give rough sketches of horizontal cross-section and vertical cross
section of the huts indicating different elements (place of sleeping, dancing, 
etc.) 

(b) 

(c) 

Describe the musical and other instruments. 

Discuss the recreational, economic, educational and other activities of 
the dormitory. 

22. Furnish the following particulars regarding emigration from the village. 

Name of 
Caste 

No. of families emigrated 

Before 
30 

years 

During During 
20-30 10-20 
years years 

During 
last 10 
years 

Area to Purpose 
where of 
migrated migration 

,-------,----------
General note including whether the 
families concerned still have 

economic interest in the village and 
whether they occasionally visit the 
village. 

-------------------.---------

23. Furnish the following particulars about immigration into the village: 

Name of 
Caste 

No. of families emigrated 

Before 
30 

years 

During During 
20-30 10-20 
years years 

During 
last 10 
years 

Area to Purpose General note including how many 
where of families are only sojourners in the 
migrated migration village and go back to their original 

place from time to time. 

------_._------,--_-

50 



-~ 
~ _-
~ 

1 
flo 

~ 
0 .... 

0 

~ 
~ 
~ ..... 

.... 
0 
Q 

N 

~] 
I'l 

~ .g 
! 
~ 

~ 

,9 
~ 

'I ... .... 
0 .... 
0 
CI) 

.,;. 
N 

§ 
Z 





List of Agents for the sale IOf Government 
of India Publications 

(as on 17 February 1964) 

AGARTALA_ Laxmi Bhandar Books & Scientific Sales 

AGRA-

1. National Book House, Jeoni Mandi 
2. Wadhawa & Co., 45, Civil Lines 
3. Banwari Lal Jain, Publishers, Moti Katra 
4. English Book Depot, Sadar Bazar, Agra Cantt. 

AHMADNAGAR- V. T. Jorakar, Prop. Rama General 
Stores, Navi Path 

AHMEDABAD-

1. Balgovind Kuber Dass & Co., Gandhi Road 
2. Chandra Kant Chiman Lal Vora, Gandhi Road 
3. New Order Book Co., Ellis Bridge 
4. Mahajan Bros., Opp. Khadia Police Gate 
5. Sastu Kitab Ghar, Near Relief Ta1kies 

Patthar Kuva, Relief Road 

AJMER-

1. Book-Land, 663, Madar Gate 
2. Rajputana Book House, Station Road 
3. Law Book House, 271, Hathi Bhata 
4. Vijay Bros., Kutchery Road 
S. Krishna Bros., Kutchery Road 
ALIGARH- Friends' Book House, 'Muslim University Market 

ALLAHABAD-

1. Superintendent, Printing & Stationery, U.,P. 
2. Kitabistan, 17-A, Kamla Nehru Road 
3. Law Book Co., Sardar Patel Marg., P. Box 4 
4. Ram Narain Lal Beni Modho, 2-A, Katra Road 
5. Universal Book Co., 20, M. G. Road 
6. Wadhwa & Co., 23, M. G. Marg 
7. The University Book Agency (of Lahore), Elgin R.oad 
8. Bharat Law House, 15, Mahatm~ Gandhi Marg 
9. Ram Narain Lal Beni Prashad, 2-A, Katra Road 

AMBALA.-

1. English Book Depot, Ambala Cantt. 

2. Seth Law House, 8719, Railway Road, Ambala Canti. 

.' . 

(Rest) 

(Reg} 
.(Reg) 

(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Rest), 

(Reg). 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest} 

lReg) 

(Reg) 
'(Reg) 

(Reg) 
(Rest). 
. {Restl 

(Reg)~ 

(Reg) 
{RegT 
(Reg) 
(Reg)' 

(Rest) 
(Reg) 

(Rest~ 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 



AMllITSAR-

1. The Law Book Agency, G. T. Road, Putligarh 
2. S. Gupta, Agent, Govt. Publications, Near P. O. Majith Mandi 
3. Amar Nath & Sons, Near P. O. Majith Mandi 

ANAND-
1. Vijaya Stores, Station Road 
2. Charto Book Stall, Tulsi Sadan, Stn. Road 
ASANSOL- D.N. Roy & R. K. Roy, Booksellers, Atwal Building 

BANGALORE-
1. The Bangalore Legal Practitioner Co-op. Society 

Ltd" Bar Association Building 
2. S. S. Book Emporium, 118, Mount Joy Road 
3. The Bangalore Press, Lake View, Mysore Road, P. O. Box 501 
4. The Standard Book Depot, Avenue Road 
5. Vichara Sahitya Private Ltd., Balepet 
6. Makkala Pustaka Press, Balamandira, Gandhinagar 
1. Maruthi Book Depot, Avenue Road 
8. International Book House P. Ltd., 4-F, Mahatma Gandhi Road 
9. Navakarnataka Pubns. Private Ltd., Majestic Circle 
BAREILLY -Agarwal Brothers, Bara Bazar 

BARODA-

1. Shri Chandrakant Mohan Lal Shah, Raopura 
2. Good Companions Booksellers, Publishers & Sub-Agent 
3. New Medical Book House, 540, Madan Zampa Road 
BEAWAR-The Secretary, S. D. College, Co-operative Stores Ltd. 
BELGHARIA-Granthlok, Antiquarian Booksellers & 

Publishers (24 Parganas) 5/1 Amlica Mukherjee Road 
BHAGALPUR-Paper Stationery Stores, D. N. Singh Road 

BHOPAL-

1. Superintendent, State Government Press 
2. Lyall Book Depot, Mohd. Din Bldg., Sultania Road 
3. Delite Books, Opp. Bhopal Talkies 
BHUBANESWAR-Ekamra Vidyabhaban, Eastern Tower, Room No.3 
BIJAPUR-Shri D. V. Deshpande, Recognised Law Booksellers, 
Prop. Vinod Book Depot, Near Shiralshetti Chowk1 

BIKANER- Bhandani Bros. 
BILASPUR~ Sharma Book Stall, Sadar Bazar 
BOMBAY-

1. Supdt. Printing and Stationery, Queens Road 
2. Charles Lambert & Co., 101, Mahatma Gandhi Road 
3. Co-operator's Book Depot, 5/32 Ahmed Sailor Bldg., Dadar 
4. Current Book House, Maruti Lane, Raghunath Dadaji St. 
5. Current Technical Literature Co. P. Ltd., India House, 1st Floor 
6. International Book House Ltd., 9, Ash Lane, M. G. Road 
7. Lakkani Book Depot, Girgaum 
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.. 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 

(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
{Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
tReg) 

(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 

(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 



8. Elpees Agencies, 24, Bhangwadi, Kalbadevi 
9. P.P. H. Book Stall, 190-B, Khetwadi Main Road 

10. New Book Co., 188-190, Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji Road 
11. Popular Book Depot, Lamington Road 
12. Sunder Das Gian Chand, 601, Girgaum Road, Near Princess street 
13. D. B. Taraporewala Sons and Co. (P) Ltd., 210, 

Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji Road 
14. Thacker and Co., Rampart Row 
15. N. M. Tripathi Private Ltd., Princess Street 
16. The Kothari Book Depot, King Edward Road 
17. P. H. Rama Krishna and Sons, 147, Rajaram Bhuvan, 

Shivaji Park-Road No.5 
18. C. Jamnadas & Co., Booksellers, 146-C, Princess St. 
19. Indo Nath & Co., A-6, Daulat Nagar Borivli 
20. Minerva Book Shop, Shop No. 1/80, N. Subhas Road 
21. Academic Book Co., Association Building, Girgaum Road 
22. Dominion Publishers, 23, Bell Building, Sir P. M. Road 
23. Bombay National History Society, 91 Walkeshwar Road 
24. Dowamadeo and Co. 16, Naziria Building, Ballard Estate 
25. Asian Trading Co. 310, the MirabaU, P. B. 1505 

CALCUTTA-

1. Chatterjee and Co., 3/1, Bacharam Chatterjee Lane 
2. Dass Gupta and Co. Ltd., 54J3, College Street 
3. Hindu Library, 69 A, Bolaram De Street 
4. S. K. Lahiri and Co. Private Ltd., College Street 
5. M. C. Sarkar and Sons P. Ltd., 14, Bankim Chatterjee Street 
6. W. Newman & Co. Ltd., 3, Old Court House Street 
7. Oxford Book & Stationery Co., 7, Park Street 
8. R. Chambray & Co. Ltd., Kent House, P. 33, Mission Road Extension •. 
9. S. C. Sarkar & Sons Private Ltd., IC, College Square 

10. Thacker Spink & Co. (1933) P. Ltd., 3, Esplanade East 
11. Firma K. i. Mukhopadhaya, 6J1A, Banchha Ram Akrar Lane 
12. K. K. Roy, P. Box No. 10210, Calcutta-19 
13. Sm. P.D. Upadhyay, 77, Muktaram Babu Street 
14. Universal Book Dist., 8[2 Hastings Street 
15. Modern Book Depot, 9, Chowringhee Centre 
16. Soor and Co., 125, Canning Street 
17. S. Bhattacharjee, 49 Dharamtala Street 

18. Mukherjee Library, 10 Sarba Khan Road 

19. Current Literature Co., 208, Mahatma Gandhi Road 

20. The Book Depository, 4/1, Madan Street (1st Floor) 

21. Scientific Book Agency, Netaji Subhas Road 

22. Reliance Trading Co., 17/1 Banku Bihari Ghose Lane, 
District Howrah 

23. Indian Book Dist. Co., 6512 Mahatma Gandhi Road 

CALI CUT- Touring Book Stall 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 

(Rest) 
(Re_g) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
~Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 

(Reg) 

(Rest) 

(Rest) 

(Rest). 

(Rest} 

(Rest) 



CHANDIGARH-

1. Supdt. Govt. Printing and Stationery, Punjab 
2. Jain Law Agency, Flat No.8, Sector No. 22 
3. Rama News Agency, Bookseller, Sector No. 22 
4. Universal Book Store, Booth 25, Sector.,22 D 
5. English Book Shop, 34, Sector 22 D 
o. Mehta Bros., 15-Z, Sector 22 B 
7. Tandan Book Depot, Shopping Centre, Sector 16 
8. Kailash Law Publishers, Sector 22 B 
CHHINDWARA- The Verma Book Depot 
COCHIN-Saraswat Corporatron Ltd., Palliarakav Road 

CUTTACK-

1. Press Officer, Orissa Sectt. 
2. Cuttack Law Times 
p. Prabhat K. Mahapatra, Mangalaba,g, P. B. 35 
4. D. P. Sur & Sons, Mangalabag 
5. Utkal Stores, Balu Bazar 

DEHRA DUN-

1. Jugal Kishore & Co., Rajpur Road 
2. National News Agency, Paltan Bazar 
3. Bishan Singh and Mahendra Pal Singh, 318, Chukhuwala 
4. Utam Pustak Bhandar, Paltan Bazar 

DELHI-

1. J. N. Jaina & Brothers, Mori Gate 
2. Atma Ram & Sons, Kashmere Gate 
3. Federal Law Book Depot, Kashmere Gate 
4. Bahri Bros., 188, Lajpat Rai Market 
S. Bawa Harkishan Dass Bedi (Vijaya General Agencies) 

P. B. 2027, Ahata Kedara, Chamalian Road 
6. Book-Well, '4, Sant Narankari Colony, P. B. 1565 
7. Imperial Publishing Co., 3, Fail: Bazar, Daryaganj 
'8. Metropolitan Book Co., 1, Faiz Bazar .! 

'9. Publication Centre, Subzimandi 
10. Youngman & Co., Nai Sarak 
11. Indian Army Book Depot, 3 Daryaganj 
12. All India Educational Supply Co., Shri Ram Buildings, Jawahar Nagar .. 
13. Dhanwant'MedicaI & Law Book House, 1522, Lajpat Rai Market 
14. University.Book House, 15, U.B. Bangalor'e Road, Jawahar Nagar 
1,5. Law Literl:J.~ure House 2646, Balimaran 
16. Summer Brothers, P. O. BirIa Lines 
17. Universal Book & Stationery Co., 16 Netaji Subhash Marg 
18. B. Nath & Bros., 3808, Charkhawalan (Chowri Bazar) 
19. Rajkamal Prakashan P. Ltd., 8, Faiz Bazar 
20. Premier Book Co., Printers, Publishers & Booksellers, Nai Sarak 
21. Universal Book Traders, 80, Gokhle Market 
22. Tech. & Commercial Book Coy., 75, Gokhle Market 
23. Saini Law Publishing Co., 1416, Chabiganj, Kashmere Gate 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg). 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 

(Reg) 
(Reg)' 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
lReg) 
(Reg) 
"Res.t) 

lReg)\ 
,(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 

. (Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
lRest) 



24. G. M. Ahuja, Booksellers &. Stationers, 309, Nehru ~azar 
25. Sat Narain & Sons, 3141 Mohd. Ali Bazar, Mori Gate 
26. Kitab Mahal (Wholesale Div.) P. Ltd., 28, Faiz Bazar 
27. Hindu Sahitya Sansar, Nai Sarak 
28. Munshi Ram Manohar Lal, Oriental Booksellers & Publishers, 

P. B. 1165, Nai Sarak 
29. K. L. Seth, Suppliers of Law, Commercial Tech. Books, Shanti 

Nagar, Ganeshp}1ra 
30. Adarsh Publishing Service, 5 A/IO Ansari Road 

DHANBAD-

1. Ismag Co-operative Stores Ltd" P. O. Indian School of Mines 
2. New Sketch Press, Post Box 26 

DHARWAR-

1. The Agricultural College Consumers Co-op. Society 
2. Rameshraya Book Depot, Subhas Road 
3. Karanatakaya Sahitya Mandira of Publishers and Booksellers 

ERNAKULAM-

1. Pai & Co., Cloth Bazar Road 
2. South India Traders C/o. Constitutional Journal 
FEROZEPUR - English Book Depot, 78, Jhoke Road 
GAUHATI - Mokshada Pustakalaya 
GAY A - Sahitya Sadan, Gautam Budha Marg 
GIIAZIABAD -Jayana Book Agency 
GORAKHPUR -Vishwa Vidyalaya Prakashan, Nakhes Road 
GUDUR -The Getteral Manager, The N. D. C. Publishing & Ptg. 

, Society Ltd. 
GUmUR -Book 'Lovers Private Ltd., Kadriguda, Chowrasta 

GWALIOR-

I 

1. Supdt. Printing & Stationery, M. B. 
2. Loyal Book Depot, Patankar Bazar, Laskbar 
;3. M. C. Daftari, Prop. M. B. Jain & Bros., Booksellers, Sara fa Lashkar 
IHUBLI- Pervaje's Book House, Koppikar Road 

HYDERABAD-

1. Director, Govt. :Press 
2. The Swaraj Book Depot, Lakdikapul 
3. :Book Lovers Private Ltd. 
4. Labour Law Publications, 873, Sultan Bazar 
IMl\HAL- Tikend!a & Sons Booksellers 

INri~RE-
1. ad~awa & Co., 56, M. G. Road 
2. S arup Brother's Khajuri Bazar 
3. adhya Pradesb Book Centre, 41, Ahilya Pura 
4. Modern Book House, Shiv Vilas Palace 
5. ,Navyug Sahitya Sadan, Publishers & Booksellers, 10 Khajuri BaJ!:ar 

57 

tltestY 
tReg) 
tReg) 
tRest) 

tRest) 

tRest) 
(Rest) 

~Reg) 

(~est) 

(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Rest) 
~Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 

(Rest) 
lReg) 

(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 

(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 



JABALPU:R 

1. Modyrn Book Hotrse, 286, Jawaharganj 
2. National Book House, 135 Jai Prakash Narain Marg 

JAIPUR-

1. Government Printing & Stationery Deptt., Rajasthan 
2. Bharat Law House, Booksellers & Publishers. Opp. Prem Prakash Cinema 
3. Garg Book Co., Tripolia Bazar 
4. Vani Mandir, Sawai Man singh Highway 
5. Kalyan Mal & Sons, Tripolia Bazar 
6. Popular Book Depot, Chaura Rasta 
7. Krishna Book Depot, Chaura Rasta 
8. Dominion Law Depot, Shah Building, P. B. No. 23 
JAMNAGAR- Swedeshi Vastu Bhandar 

JAMSHEDPUR~ 

1. Amar Kitab Ghar, Diagonal Road, P. B. 78 
2. Gupta Stores, Dhatkidih 
3. Sanyal Bros., Booksellers & News Agents, Bistapur Market 
JA WALAPUR- Sahyog Book Depot 

JHUNJ:H:{JNU-

1. Shashi Kumar Sarat Chand 
2. Kapram Prakshan Prasaran, 1190 Namdha Niwas Azad Marg 

JODHPUR-

1. Dwarka Das Rathi, Wholesale Books and News Agents 
2. Kitab-Ghar, Sojati Gate 
3. Choppra Brothers, Tripolia Bazar 

JULLUNDUR-

1. Hazooria Bros., Mai Hiran Gate 
2. Jain General House, Bazar Bansanwala 
3. University Publishers, Railway Road 

KANPUR-

1. Advani & Co., P. Box 100, The Mall 
2. Sahitya Niketan, Sharadhanand Park 
3. The Universal Book Stall, The Mall 
4. Raj Corporation, Raj House, P. B. 200, Chowk 
KARUR- Shri V. Nagaraja Rao, 26 Srinivasapuram 
KODARMA-The Bhagwati Press, P. O. Jhumri Tilaiya, Dt. Hazaribagh 
KOLHAPUR- Maharashtra Granth Bhandar, Malladwar Road 
KOTA- Kota Book Depot 
KUMTA- S. V. Kamat, Booksellers & Stationers IN. Kanara) 

LUCKNOW ...... 

1. So~chna Sahitya Depot (State Book Depot) 
2. Balkrishna Book Co. Ltd., Hazratganj 
3. British Book Depot, 84, Hazratganj 
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(Reg) 
(R.) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
tReg) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Rest) 
(R.) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 

(Rest) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
lReg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(R~g) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 



4. Ram Advani, Hazratganj, P. B. 154 
5. Universal Publishers (P) Ltd., Hazratganj 
6. Eastern Book Co., Lalbagh Road 
7. Civil & Military Educational Stores, 106/B Sadar Bazar 
8. Acquarium Supply Co., 213, Faizabad Road 
9. Law Book Mart, Amin-Ud-Daula Park 

LUDIDANA-

1. Lyall Book Depot, Chaura Bazar 
2. Mohindra Brothers, Katcheri Road 
3. Nanda Stationery Bhandar, Pustak Bazar 
4. The Pharmacy News, Pindi Street 

MADRAS-

1. Supdt. Govt. Press, Mount Road 
2. Account Test Institute, P. O. 760 Emgore 
3. C. Subbiah Chetty & Co., Triplicane 
4. K. KPishnamurty, Post Box 384 
5. Presidency Book Supplies, 8, Pycrofts Road, Triplicane 
6. P. Vardhachary & Co., 8, Linghi Chetty Street 
7. Palani Parcharam, 3, Pycrofts Road, Triplicane 
8. NCBH Private Ltd., 199, Mount Road 
9. V. Sadanand, The Personal Bookshop, 10, Congress 

Building, 111, Mount Road 

MADURAI-

1. Oriental Book House, 258, West Masi Street 
2. VNekananda Press, 48, West Masi Street 

MANDYA SUGAR, TOWN- K. N. Narimhe Gowda & SO!}:> 

MAN GALORE- U. R. Shenoye Sons, Car Street, P. Box 128 

MANJESBW AR_. Mukenda Krishna Nayak 

MATHURA- Ratll & Co., Tilohi Building, Bengali Ghat 

MEERUT-

1. Prakash Educational Stores, Subhas Bazar 
2. Hind Chitra Pre"ss, West Kutchery Road 
3. Loyal Book D~pot, Chhippi Tank 
4. Bharat Educatidnal Stores, Chhippi Tank 
5. Universal Book Depot, Booksellers & News Agents 

MONGHYR- Anusandhan, Minerva Press Building 

MUSSOORIE-

1. Cambridge Book Depot, The Mal 
2. Hind Traders 

MUZAFFARNAGAR-., 
1. Mittal & Co., 85-C, New Mandi 
2. B.S~ Jain & Co., 71, Abupura 
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.. (R.eg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 

(Rest) 

(Reg) 
I.Reg) 

(Rest) 

(Reg) 

(Rest) 

(Rest) 

"Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Reg) 
(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Rest) 

(Rest) 
(Rest) 

(Rest) 
(ReGt) 



MUZAFFARPUR-

1. Scientific & Educational Supply Syndicate 
2. Legal Corner, Tikmanio House, Amgola Road 
3. Tirhtit Book Depot 

MYSORE--

1. H. Venkataramiah & Sons, New Statue Circle 
2. Peoples Book House, Opp. Jagan Mohan Palace 
3. Qeeta Book House, Booksellers & Publishers, Krishnamurthipuram 
4. News ;Paper House, Lansdowne Building 
5. Indian Mercentile Corporation, Toy Palace Ramvilas 

J 

NADIAD- R. S. Desay, Station Road 

NAGPUR-
1. Supdt., Govt. Press & Book Depot 
2. Western Book Depot, Residency Road 
3. The A,sstt. Secretary, Mineral Industry Association, Mineral nouse 

NAINITAL- Coural Book Depot, Bara Bazar 

NANDEI:>-
1. Book 'Centre, College Law General Books, Station Road 
2. Hindustan General Stores, Paper & Stationery Merchants, P.B. No. 51 
3. Sa'nj6y Book Agency, Vazirabad 

NEW DELHI-

1. Amrit Book Co., Conn aught Circus 
2. Bhawani & Sons, 8 F, Connaught Place 
3. Centr!ll News Agency, 23/90, Connaught Circus 
4. Empire Book Depot, 278, Aliganj 
5. English Book Stores, 1-L, Connaught Circus P. O. B.,328 
6. F~qiJ: Chand & Sons, I5-A, Khan Market 
7. Jain Book Agency, C-9, Prem House, Connaught Place 
8. Oxf~rd Book & Stationery Co., Scindia House 
9. Ram Krishna & Sons (of Lahore) 16/B, Connaught Place 

10. Sikh Publishing House, 7-C, Connaught Place 
11. Suneja Book Centre, 24/90, Connaught Circus 
12. United Book Agency, 31, Municipal Market, Connaught Circus 
13. jayan,a Book Depot, Chhaparwala Kuan, Karol Bagb 
14. ,Nava_yug Traders, Desh Bandhu Gupta Road, Dev Nagar 
15. 'Sara's~ati Book'Depot, 15, Lady Harding Road 
16. t}{e Secratary, Indian Met. Society, Lodi Road 
11. ~ew.Book Depot, Latest Books, Periodicals, Sty. & 

Novelles, P. B. 96, Connaught Place 
18. Mehra Brothers, 50-G, Kalkaji 
19. )Jui'mi Book Stores, 42, Janpath 
20. Hintli Book Bouse, 82, Janpath 
21. People Publishing House (P) Ltd. Rani Jhansi Road 
22. Sharma Bros., 17, New Market, Moti Nagar 
23. R. 1<.. Publishers, 23, Beadon Pura, Karol Bagh 
24. ,!'\apki Dukan, 5/5777, Dev Nagar 
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25. Sarvodaya Service, 66A-l, Rohtak Road, P. B. 2521 
26. H. Chandson, P. B. No. 3034 
27. The Secretary, Federation of Association of Small 

Industry of India, 23-B/2, Rohtak Road 
28. Standard Booksellers & Stationers, Palam Enclave 
29. Lakshmi Book Depot, 51, Regarpura 
30. Sant Ram Booksellers, 16, New Municipal Market, Lody Colony. 

PANJIM-

1. Singhals Book House P. O. B. 10 Near the Church 
2. Sagoon Gaydev Dhoud, Booksellers, 5-7 Rua, 3 Ide Jameria 
PATHANKOT-The Krishna Book Depot, Main Bazar 

PATIALA-

1. Supdt. Bhuptmdra State Press 
2. Jain & Co., 17, Shah Nashin Bazar 

PATNA-

1. Supdt. Govt. Printing (Bihar) 
2. J. N. P. Agarwal & Co., Padri-Ki-Haveli Raghunath Bhawan 
3. Luxmi Trading Co., Padri-Ki-Haveli 
4. Moti Lal Banarsi Dass, Bankipore 
5. Bengal Law House, Chowhatta 

PITHORAGARH- Maniram Punetha & Sons 

PONDICHERRY - MIs. Honesty Book House~ 9 Rue Duplix 

POONA-

1. Deccan Book Stall, Deccan Gymkhana 
2. Imperial B?9k Depot, 266, M. G. Road 
3. International Book Service, Deccan Gymkhana 
4. Raka Book Agency, Opp. Natu's ChawI, Near Appa Balwant Chowk 
5. Utility Book Depot, 1339, Shivaji Nagar 

PUDUKOTTAI- Shri P. N. Swaminathan Sivam & Co., East Main Road 

RAJKOT- Mohan Lal Dossabhai Shah, Booksellers anel Sub-Ag~nts 

RANCHI-

1. Crown Book Depot, Upper Bazar 
2. Pustak Mahal, Upper Bazar 

REWA- Supdt. Govt. State Emporium V. P. 
ROURKELA- The Rourkela Review 

SAHARANPUR- Chandra Bharata Pustak Bhandar, Court Road 

SECUNDERABAD- Hindusthan Diary Publishe"rs, Market Street 
SILCHAR- Shri Nishitto Sen, Nazirpatti 

SIMLA 

1. Supdt. Himachal Pradesh Govt. 
2. Minerva Book Shop, The Mall 
3. The New Book Depot, 79, The Mall 
SINNAR- Shri N. N. Jakhadi, Agent, Times' of India Sinnar (Nasik) 
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SHILLONG-

1. The Officer-in-Charge, Assam Govt. B. D. 
2. Chapala Bookstall, P. B. No. 1 
SONEPAT- United Book Agency 
SRlNAGAR- The Kashmir Bookshop, Residency Road 
SURAT- Shri Gajanan Pustakalaya, Tower Road 

TIRUCIDRAPALLI-

1. Kalpana Publishers, Wosiur 
2. S. Krishnaswami & Co., 35, Subhash Cbander Bose Road 
3. Palamiappa Bros. 

TRIVANDRUM-

1. International Book Depot, Main Road 
2. Reddear Press & Book Depot, P. B. No.4 

TUTICORIN- Sri K. Thiagarajan, lO-C. French Chapal Road 

UDAIPUR-

1. Jagadish & Co ; Inside Surajapole 
2. Book Centre, Maharana, Bhopal Consumers' Co-op. Society Ltd. 

UJIAIN- Manak Chand Book Depot, Sati Gate 

VARANASI-

1. Students, Friends & Co., Lanka 
2. Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series Office, Gop~l Mandir Road P. B. 8 
3. Glob Book Centre 
4. Kohinoor Stores, University Road, Lanka 
5. B. H. U. Book Depot 

VELLORE- A. Venkatasubhan, Law Booksellers 

VIJAYAWADA- The Book & Review Centre, Eluru Road, Governpet 

VISAKHAPATNAM-

1. Gupta Brothers, Vizia Building 
2. Book Centre, 1l{91, Main Road 
3. The Secy. Andhra University, General Co-Op. Stores Ltd. 
VIZIANAGARAM-- Sarda & Co. 

WARDHA- Swarajeya Bhandar, Bhorji Market 

FOR LOCAL SALE 

1. Govt. of India Kitab Mahal, Janpath, Opp. India Coffee House, New Delhi. 
2. Govt. of India Book Depot, 8 Hastings Street, Calcutta. 
3. High Commissioner for India in London, India House, London W. C. 2. 

RAILWAY BOOKSTALL HOLDERS 

1. SIS. A. H. Wheeler & Co., 15, Elgin Road, Allahabad. 
2. Gahlot Bros., K. E. M. Road, Bikaner. 
3. :aigginbothams & Co. Ltd. Mount Road, Madras. 
4. M. Gulab Singh &. Sons Private Ltd., Mathura Road, New Delhi. 
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FOREIGN 

1. SIS. Education Enterprise Private Ltd. Kathmandu (Nepal) 
2. SIS. Aktie Bologat, C. E. Fritzes Kungl. Hov(Jbokhandel, Frcdsgation-2 

Box 1656 Stockholm-16 (Sweden) 
3. Reise-und Verkehrsverlag Stuttgart, Post 730, Gutendbergstra 21, Stuttgart 

No. 11245, Stuttgart den (Germany West) 
4. Shri Iswar Subramanyam 452, Reversite Driv Apt. 6, New York, 27 NWY. 
5. The Proprietor, Book Centre, Lakshmi Mansions 49, The Mall, Lahore (Pakistan) 

ON S. AND R. BASIS 

1. The Head Clerk, Govt. Book Depot, Ahmedabad 
2. The Asstt. Director, Extension Centre, Kapileswar Road, Belgaumf 
3. The Employment Officer, Employment Exchange, Dhar 
4. The Asstt. Director, Footwear Extension Centre, Polo Ground No.1, Jodhpur 
5. The O. IIC, Extension Centre, Club Road, Muzaffarpur 
6. Th;: Director, Indian Bureau of Mines, Govt. of India, Ministry of Mines & Fuel, Nagpur 
7. The Asstt. Director, Industrial Extension Centre, Nadiad (Gujarat) 
8. The HeJ.d Clerk, Ph')tozinc )graphic Press, 5, Finance Road, Poona 
9. Govt. Printing & Stationery, Rajkot 

10. The OJ/C, Extension Centre, Industrial Estate, Kokar, Ranchir 

11. The Director, S. 1. S. 1. Industrial Extension Centre, Udhna, Surat 
12. Tile R::gistrar of Companies, Narayani Building, 27, Brabourne Road, Calcutta-l 
13. The R~gistrar of Companies, Kerala, 50, Feet Road, Ernakulam 
14. The R~gistrar of Companies, H. No. 3-5-83, Hyderguda, Hyderabad 
15. Registrar of Companies, Assam, Manipur & Tripura, Shillong 
16. R~gistrar of Companies, Sunlight Insurance Building, Ajmeri Gate Extension, New Delhi 
17. R~gistrar of Companies, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh, Link Road, Jallundur City 
18. Registrar of Companies, Bihar, Jamal Road, Patna-l 
19. Registrar of Companies, Raj. & Ajmer ; Shri Kamta Prasad House, 1st Floor 'C' Scheme, 

Ashok Marg, Jaipur 
20. Tne Registrar of Companies, Andhra Bank Building, 6 Linghi Chetty Street 

P. B. 1530 ~adras 
21. The Registrar of Companies, Mahatma Gandhi Road, West Cott. Bldg. P. B. 334, Kanpur 
22. The Registrar of Companies, Everest 100, Marine Drive, Bombay 
23. The Registrar of Companies, 162, Brigade Road, Bangalore 
24. The Registrar of Companies, Gwalior 
25. Asstt. Director, Exten.sion Centre, Bhuli Road, Dhanbad 
26. Registrar of Companies, Orissa, Cuttack Chandi, Cuttack 
27. The Registrar of Companies, Gujarat State, Gujarat Samachar Building, Ahmedabad 
28. Publication Division, Sale Depot, North Block, New Delhi 
29. The Development Commissioner, Small Scale Industries, New Delhi 
30. The O. IIC, University Employment Bureau, Lucknow 
31. O. I/C., s. I. S. I. Extension Centre, Malda 
32. O. I/C., S. 1. S. 1. Extension Centre, Habra, Tabaluria, 24 Parganas 
33. O. l/C., S. 1. S. 1. Model Carpentry Workshop, Piyali Nagar, P. O. Burnipur 
34. O. I/C., S. 1. S. 1. Chrontanning Extension Centre, Tangra 33, North Topsia Road, Calcutta-46J 
35. O. IjC., S. 1. S. 1. Extension Centre (Footwear), Calcutta 
36. Asstt. Director, Extension Centre, Hyderabad 
37. Asstt. Director, Extension Centre, Krishna Distt. (A. P) 
38. Employment Officer, Employment Exchange, Jhabua 
39. Dy. Director Incharge, S. 1. S. I ; C/o Chief Civil Admn. Goa, Panjim 
40. The Registrar of Trade Unions, Kanpur 
41. The Employment Officer, Employment Exchange, Gopal Bhavan Mornia 
41. The O. IIC, State Information Centre, Hyderabad 
43. The Registrar of Companies, Pondicherry 
44. The Asstt. Director of Publicity and Information, Vidhana Saubha (p. B. 271) Bangalore 
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