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FOREWORD 

The Indian Census has a long tradition of provid~g population figures 
separately for rural and urban areas. There has been a growing need for such 
a dichotomous data especiaUy after independence to formulate different ,policies 

. and programmes for planned development especially in regard to rural areas. 
There has been, hewever, a dearth for data relating to the way of life of the ruml 
masses for making cross-cultural and cross-regional comparisons to understand 
the imbalances in the level of socio-economic development achieved by the people 
livi1}g in Indian villages situated in different geographical areas. To brKtge this 
gap a socio-economic survey of about 500 villages from different parts of the 
country was taken up for study by the Census Organisation in connection with 
tbe 1961 Census. 

, The villages thus studied were selected on purposive sampling basis in order 
to give representation in the sample to villa.ges with diverse socio-econo!D:ic 
characteristics. These included multi-ethnic villages, tribal villages inhabited by 
potters, fishermen etc., villages situated near urban centres and those situated 
in remote areas where people had been iliving in a sta,te of isolation and contin~d 
economic and eduoational backwardness. It was envisaged that this study would 
,provide bench-mark data on the living conditions of the people inhabiting d~
rent geographical areas of the country under 'diverse socio-economic conditions. 

After independence, the country pursued ,the path of planned dev~lopment 
for improving the quality of life of her citizens and this transformation was sought 
to be achieved through the implementation of Five Year Plans. Economic 
emancipation, the D;lain thrq,st of Five Year Plans was to be realised by increas
ing agricultural and industrial outputs as well as by generating more employment 
opportunities. While enhanced irrigation facilities and improved methods of 

J@rtni:ng were· introduced to boost up agricultural production, generation of 
em.ployment opportunities and increase in industrial output were to be realised 
largely through industrialisation. Besides, a number of other social welfare 
programmes were implemented to provide additional facilities in the area of 
education, health, transport and communication, drinking water and power 
supply. Of late, family welfare programme was also introduced to check popu
lation explosion which had all along been nullifying the results of planned 
development. 

By the time of 1971 Census, it was envisaged that the socio-econontic lift 
of the people especially of villages would show perceptible changes under the 
impact of Five Year Plans. It was, therefore, decided to undertake are-study 
of some of the villages which had been surveyed in connection with the 1961 
Census to understand the manner and direction in which the Indian villages are 
changing under the influence of different developmental inputs. The main 
focus of this study, apart from probing deep into the patterns of change taking 
place in the life cycle events and economic pursuits, was to question penetra
tingly into matters relating to availability of amenities and services in the villages 
covered under these studies, attitude and opinion of the villagers in regard to 
education, healh care activities and attitude; awareness and acceptance of family 
planning methods. In short, the study was aimed at to bring to relief the socio
economic processes taking place in the rural environment under the infiuence 
of planned development as well as industrialisation and urbanisation. 
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The villages selected for the study were those which are situated either 
near to an urban centre or away from any urban centre or those which are 
located in an already identified dry belt area or in areas covered by Integl'ated 
Rural Development Programme and served by minor irrigation projects and 
rural electrification programme. Some of these criteria for the selection of villages 
for the study were adopted at the instance of the Planning Commission. 

Although 78 villages were initially identified for the fe-study, due to cert~in 
constraints this project could not make much headway. Therefore, it was 
decided to continue these studies as an adjunct to the 1981 Census. 

The research design, tools for data collection and formats for tabulation 
'of data required for the conduct of the socia-economic survey of villages taken 
up in connection with the 1961 Census were framed by Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, 
who was then heading the Social Studies Division, as Deputy Registrar General. 
His successor Dr. N. G: Nag, assisted by Dr. K. P. Ittaman, the present Deputy 
Registrar General, extended technical guidance to . the Directora,tes of Census 
Operations for undertaking the re'..study of the villages. I take this opportunity 
to congratulate all af them for organising thses studies. 

The work relating to the scrutiny of the draft reports received from 'the 
. Directorates of Census Operations and communication of comments thereon 
was undertaken by Shri M. K. Jain, Senior Research Officer, Social Studies 
Division under the guidance of Dr. K. P. Ittaman. Shri Jain was assisted in 
this task by Shri V. K. Jain, Investigator. I am thankful to all of them. 

The present report is based on a re-study conducted on the village Phong
jangre in the Karbi Anglong District by the Directorate of Census Operations, 
Assam. I take this opportunity to thank all my colleagues in the Directorate 
for the efforts taken by them for bringing out this publication. 

New Delhi, 
1st of June 1988 

V. S. VERMA 
Registrar General India 



PREFACE 

Phongjangre, a secluded Mikir village in one of the most inaccessible areas 
of Karbi Anglong (erstwhile Mikir Hills) district of Assam was one among 
about 500 villages with diverse socia-economic characteristics from different 
parts of the country selected for the purpose of socio-economic study by the 
Census Organisation as an ancillary to 1961 Census. The main objective of 
the study, to put it in the words of Shri Asok Mitra, the Census Commissioner 
for 1961, was "to invest the dry bones of village statistics with flesh-and-blood 
accounts of social structure and social changes". 

To gauge the extent of changes brought about in Indian villages under the 
impact of various development plans a re-study of some of the villages surveyed 
e4fIier in connection with the 1961 Census was envisaged during 1971 Census 
and although some villages were actually identified for the purpose, due -to 
certain constraints the project could not make much headway and as such it 
was decided to continue these studies as an adjunct to the 1981 Census. 

Phongjangre, selected for re-study, presents an interesting picture of the 
social and economic life of the Milcirs-one of the major tribes of Assam
who call themselves Arleng or Karbi which literally means 'man' in their dialect. 
The tenn Karbi is more· common in use. 

The survey shows that due to its situation in an extremely isolated and 
difficult terrain the inhabitants of this village still retain much of the characte
ristics of an old-type Karbi village where customs and traditions handed down 
by the forefathers from times immemorial still survive and where desp~te 

glimpses of modern living here and there no wind of change appears to have 
blown fast enough to affeot any material change in the age-old tapestry of life 
of the simple and ignorant villagers still cuddled by nature. 

Every effort has been made to elicit as much meaningful information as 
possible from the respondents in the village to bring forth to light some funda
mental aspects of their traditional way of life vis-a-vis the changes brought about 
by modern developmental activities during the last two decades. 

The survey of the village was conducted during the period from January 
16 to February 7, 1985 by Shri J. N. Bordoloi, Statistical Assistant accompanied 
by Sarvashri B. Chutia and L. K. Nath, Assistant Compiler. Materials from 
the Household Schedules have been compiled and tabulated by Sarvashri D. N. 
Barman, Statistical Assistant and B. Chutia and L. K. Nath, Assistant Compilers. 
Shri J. N. Bordoloi has prepared the first draft of the report and Shri S. K. 
Barua, Investigator has corrected the report as per comments offered by the 
Social Studies Division in Registrar General's Office. Shri D. Das, Lower Divi
sion Clerk has done the strenuous job of typing the report. Shri A. Singh, 
Artist has illustrated the cover page. While the report, tabulation of data 
and drafting of report were done under the supervision of Dr. S. K. Barna, 
Investigator; Shri N. Bhattacharjee, Assistant Director (T) was overall in-charge 
of the project and edited the report. 
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We are indeed grateful to the inhabitants of Phongjangre for co-operating 
with us in conduct of the survey. The administrative machinery of the State 
Government at the sub-divisional headquarters at Hamren deserve our sincere, 
thanks for the help extended to our staff deputed for survey. A word of thanks 
must be said of Dr. K. P. lttaman, Deputy Registrar General, Social Studies 
Division in the Registrar General's .Office for providing excellent technical 
guidance and most valuable suggestions in improving the draft. 

Above all, we place on record our deep sense of gratitude to Shri V. S. 
Verma, Registrar General, India for his constant inspiration and unfailing and 
tirele&s guidance in all stages of production of this report. 

Guwahati 
Plugust 12, 1988 

J. C. BHUYAN 
Deputy Director of Census Operations, 

Assam 



FIGURES AT A GLANCE, 1895 SURVEY 

1. Population Total 515 
Male 258 
Female 257 

2. Population growth during 1961--85 16.25% 

3. Area (Sq. Kms.) 3.34 

4. Density of Population (per sq. km.) 154 

5. Sex Ratio (Number of females per 1000 males) 996 

6. Literacy rate . Persons 23.50 
Males 22.48 
Females 24.51 

7. Percentage of Scheduled Tribe Population to total 
population • 100.00 

8. Number of households 95 

9. Percentage to Total population 

Workers . Persons 63.11 
Males 63.18 
Females 63.04 

Non-workers Persons 36.89 
Males 36.82 
Females 36.96 

10. Break-up of workers : 
Percentage among workers 

Cultivators Persons 98.46 
Males 97.55 
Females 99.38 

Other services Persons 1.54 
Males 2.45 
Females 0.62 

2.-480 ROI/S8 





CHAPTER i 

INTRODUCTION 

Phongjangre is a remote village located in a most 
inaccessible area in Baithalangso police station in the 
district of Karbi Anglong efStwhile kno~!1 as Mik!r 
Hills. The district was renamed as Karbi Anglong* 10 
1976. With the** creation of Hamren sub-division 
in 1972 cO!!lprising the entire area of Baitha!ang_so 
police station the village now falls within the .jurisdic
tion of the Hamren sub-division. It is about 18 kms. 
east of Harmren, the sub-divisional headquarters. The 
neighbouring yillages are Nij-Rongkhang in the north, 
Bida and Rongmanpi on the south, Long Api on the 
east· and Badong on the wes~. 1Jle village stands on 
a saddle of ranges of Law Bills streching from north 
to south. 

There is no institution worth its name willhin a 
radiou·s· of about 17 kIns. from the village. Hamien is 
the nearest place where- a number o£ administrattive 
and weTfare institutions are located. Diphu the dis!rict 
headquil!!erS is ct.t a distance of about 150 kms. apd 
Dispur, he State headquarter is about 298 kms. away 
from the villa~. Baithalan~o police station is 40 kJ!ls. 
away from tht_! village. faciliti~.s for tlreatm(.!nt of both 
man and animal are available at Donkamukam, the 
block headquarters located at a distance of about 4Q 
kms. 

In respect of commer~e, industry. and other develop. 
mental w,?!ks the village suffers a great deal for want 
of adequate facilities for communicatiop. witl1 the 
world beyond its periphery. The village is still not 
con!1.ecteq by any major road. Till comin.g into being 
of Hamren sub-division the inhabitants of Phongjangre 
had to traverse on foot a distance on about 29 kms. of 
continualy . ascending and descending path ,!long the 
mountainous terrain to reach the nearest centre for 
marketing the products as also to buy fheir req_ui~ite 
food ang provisions. The alternative course of a 
narrow fOQtpath 'Ypich runs through the thick ~nd 
dense forests is extre~ly hazardous. However, With 
the creation of Hamren sub-division all sorts of facili
ties for g~ne!~ trade and commyrce can be had at 
the sub-divisional headquarter. Lack of proper com
munication is primarily responsible for the village 
being still left in complete isolatJon. The bounty of 
nature in abundance in the Qeighbourin_g hills are still 
lying unexplored: 

inhabitants of the village are maintainin_g_Jheir on 
traditional ways of living almost undisturbed by the 
outside modem ways and customs of living. They 
bum their deads but have no common and permanent 
crematorium inside the village. They have al&.o no 
common temple, shrine or altar in the village. 

T OI~rist att!a~tion : 

Th~~e is no such remarkable thing in and around 
the viIl~ge to attract outsiders except the blue hilla. 
To make an approach to the village there is only a 
forced path the width of which is just enough for a 
single padestrain to trek. 

Topography of the village 

The village is situated in the western block of the 
Karhi .Apglong District. Majority of the hill tops in 
this ar~a is of less elevation comparec;l to the heights 
cf the l}iI~s. in the middle part of the range. The 
Kopili river, one of the important tributaries of the 
river Brahmaputra passes through the area at a dis .. 
tance of approximately 6 kms. a~ay from the vil1~ge. 

. Thus amidst the ups and downs Qf this area", the 
village, Ph9ngjangre is situated. Although some sum
mits attain a height of about 1300 metres the major 
part of the area is at a much lower elevation. The ~jl 
is not devoid of rocks. The entire area is covered with 
forest gro~h. The soiJ, appears to be light and feqile 
in the village. 

The Karbi Anglong district is divided into two 
detached parts by a portion of the district of Nagaon 
jutting into it. The whole district is covered with 
hills, excepting the narrow strips of fiat lands on the 
border along the banks of the Kopili, the J amuna. 
the Dhansiri and the Barapani rivers. Apart from thi. 
natural division into plains and hills, it may be inter
esting to know the regional divisions commonly pre
vailing amongst the Mikirs, basing on their tradition. 
The village, Phongjangre, falls in the western part of 
the district. The western part of the district which is 
the seat of the Mikir culture is divided into three re
gions known as Chinthong, Ronghang and Amri fol ... 
lowing the 'khels' or groups into which the Mikir 
people are divided. The whole of eastern part is called 
'Nilip'. The hills are covered with dense forests. The 
hills support a scanty population who grow dry rice, 

There is nothing worth mentioning in the vjJJage mustard and sesamum, vegetables and cotton. 
except one primary scholl established in 1960. the The village and its neighbouring areas were famous 

.Notification No. TAD/R1l5/74/47 dt. 14-10-1976 by the State GOvt. renamin~ ~~e district as Karbi Anglong . 
•• Notiftcation No. AAP/148j71/6 dt. 8.12·1971 for the creation of Hamren sub. divIsion by the State Government. 
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for production of cotton in the early times. The hills 
of Karbi Anglong consist of mass of serrated ridges 
whose steeply sloping sides are green with creepers 
smoothered trees and the bamboo jungle that springs 
up on the sites. The outer ranges are not more than 
500 mt. in height but further back there are hills 
whose summits are about 1300 mt. above the level of 
the sea. 

The western part of the district where the village 
Phongjangre situates, is also covered with hills whose 
elevation varies from about 152 metres to near about 
1200 metres above the sea level. In comparison to 
the eastern part, the western part hills have less for
ests. But the density of population is much higher 
than that of eastern part. The village is having con
siderable paddy growing areas and the nearby hills 
are cleaned for jhuming. Bamboos and woods which 
are the predominant materials for construction of 
houses are found in plenty in the nearby forest. 

Very little information about the rivers are avail
able as all of them flow through thick reserved forests. 
The discharge of the rivers of Karbi Anglong are 
very low and fluctuating in quantity as all of them arc 
hilly streams. The river Kalang originates from Karbi 
Anglong with the name 'Amlong' at the source and 
passes through Rongkhang area and falls in the river 
Kopili. 

As has been mentioned earlier, the village standi 
on a saddle of low ranges running from north to south. 
There is a path which runs along the main range and 
on both sides of it ar~ found the residential p.ouses of 
the village. The inhabitation in the village i~ not a 
compact one because of its undulating terrain and so 
houses appear on top of six low hi1l~ connected by 
footpaths. There is no clan or 'kur-wise' clustering of 
households. To the north-east is the lower primary 
school while jhum fields and patche~ of wet paddy 
fields are seen at the further east, wet paddy fields arc 
watered by small streams or rivers which rise from the 
neighbouring hills. The western part of land of the 
village is a bi_t higher than the village itself and to
wards the east it overlooks the plains. 

Climate: 

The area though falls in the monsoon tract is fully 
protected from direct hit of the monsoon by the higher 
central ranges of Khasi & Jaintia Hills and North 
Cachar Hills. The temperature of the place is moder
ate and the area is bestowed with a fairly moderate 
rainfall. The average temperature is neither as cold 
as in other neighbouring hills nor is as hot as those 
in the plains. Data on ~verage -annual rainfall and 
temperature of the place is nowhere recorded. 

~ , 

One would except from the situation of the village 
at such a height, a salubrious and genial climate 
throughout the year. But for the unpleasant spell of 
continuous rainfall during the monsoon, it is really so. 
The villagers not only enjoy the bracing climate of 
their place, they also feel secure in it. 

During February and March, the village is lashed 
out with gale and hailstorm. Towards the end of March 
it becomes quite severe. Violent storm combined with 
heavy shower frequents in April. The villagers still 
remember the storm of 1954 when many trees were 
uprooted and house were blown away. 

No metereological record is maintained in the vil
lage. However, information as gathered from the local 
administration reveals that the month of heaviest 
rainfall is June but sometimes it defers !o July. The 
cold season is from December to February. October 
and November constitute the most monsoon season. 
From about the middle of November, both day and 
night temperature begin to fall, the drop being more 
rapid in the case of night temperature. January is 
the coldest month. The period from February to April 
is comparatively dry. Cyclonic storms and depres
sions from the Bay of Bengal seldom reach the vil
lage. Thunderstorms are frequent during the period 
from March to September. Fog occurs frequently in 
the post monsoon and cold season. The village has 
till now not experienced flood or draught. 

Cropping region : 

For the village as a whole the total area sown to 
crops as per 1985 survey as shown in table 1.1 comes 
to 74.86 hectares or 22.42% to total areas of the 
village. Of the total areas under cultivation there are 
62.66 hectare or 83.70% and 12.20 hectare or 
16.30% under hilly slopes and hilly flat cropping re-
gions respectively. This total however represents only 
the area cleared and devoted to the cultivations of 
field crops. Paddy, cotton, maize and sesamum ar~ 
grown in the hill slopes. The hill flat is utilised only 
for paddy cultivation. It appears that only kharif 
crops are grown in the village, which is only natural 
in view of the fact that crops are grown on the hilly 
slopes and hilly flat land which obviously cannot be 
used for growing rabi crops for want of irrigation faci
lities. The most interesting feature of the cropping 
system is the practice of mixed cropping. The popu
lous mixtures are paddy cotton, paddy-maize and 
paddy cotton-maize. It is interesting to see that se
samum is not mixed with any other crops. It should 
also be noted that these figures are only very rough 
estimates furnished by the individual householders as 
the data :relating to crops pattern and areas are not 
available with the local authori~y. 



Table 1.1 

Area, major field croPs a.nd tyPe of croppinj roJioli 

Type of cropping region 

1 

Hilly slopes land 

Hilly fiat . 

TOTAL 

Transport and communication 

Area under cultiva.tion (in 
hectare) 

2 

62·66 
(83 '70) 

12'20 
(16 ·30) 
74·86 

The extent of backwardness of the village can 
easily be surmised from the fact that the village is 
still virtually cut off from the rest of the world owing 
to absence of any roadlink worth its name. Only a 
narrow, winding uphill and down-hill tract runs about 
18 kms. through the thick forests from Hamren to 
the village and except under pressing circumstances 
no stranger will ever venture a journey to the village 
from Hamren-the nearest urban centre which is 
connected by motorable roads via Hojai in Nagaon 
district. The condition of the roads upto Hamren is 
quite good and state and Q!i_vate vehicles ply at re
gular intervals. We shall do well to remember here 
tbat Hamren toown was connected by a motorable road 
only after it attained its present status while prior to 
that the road link was only upto Baithalangso located 
at a distance of about 22 kms. from Hamren. How
ever the government is executing a plan to connect 
even the innermost villages with clearcut road system 
and it is expected that in near future the village Phon
gjangre will also get in touch with a major road from 
the village itself. Now one has to go on .foot for about 
18 kms. from Hamren to reach Phongjangre continu
ally ascending and desce,!lding the steep sides of an 
undulatillg plateau. The river Kalonga (Amlong) falls 
in the middle of the route. After crossing Kalonga the 
route goes up a steep ascent about 1 Qoo metres in 
the south-west direction. On reaching the top of the 
steep hill where the land is sufficiently flat, the route 
advances through ups and downs of low ranges until 
it reaches the village. The river Kalonga better known 
locally as 'Amlong' poses a great handicap to the vil
lagers during the rainy season. The flow of water 
down this hilly river creates a havoc and renders cons
truction of even a makeshift bridge over it impossible. 
The villagers live a life of exile during rainy season 

--------
Name of major croPs grown 

3 4 5 6 

Paddy Maize Cotton 

Paddy 

--~~------'--___'-~-~--

following the breach of road connection. The villagers 
keep a reserve of alI the essential commodities usually 
purchased from the market to meet the situation aris
ing out of this recurring cut-off from the outside world. 

The villagers have to avail the facilities of postal, 
telegraph and telephone services at Hamren, which 
is located at a distance of 18 kms. as neither these 
facilities are available in the village nor in the neigh
bouring villages. 

Demographic tr¥!nd 

In Karbi Anglong district the names of most of the 
villages are drawn from the names of the village !lead
man and as such the names change with a change of 
the village headman owing to death, retiremept or re
placement by another and as a result it becQmes well 
neigh impossible ~o establish the identity of a village 
in different censuses. But, curiously enough though the 
name of the village under study is not ~sociated with 
the name of any headman and though the village is 
said to be an old one no data for the village prior to 
1961 census is available. 

Table 1.2 shows that Phongiangre ha,d 443 
persons living in 81 households during 1961 census. 
However, at 1985 survey the number of households 
rose to 95 with a total population of 515. The village 
thus records an overalJ growth rate of 16.,~5 % during 
the period of 1961-85, which seems to be very low. 
The percentage of increase of males and females re
corded as 15.69 and 16.81 respectively during the 
period of 1961-85. One plausible reason for the 
village recording so low rate Qf growth is fr~uent 
shifting of the villagers in search of fertile land for 
jhum cultivation. This will be evident from th~ facts 
presented in Chapter II. . 
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Table 1·2 

Population growth by Sex and increase in households during 1961-85 

Year House- Population by sex 
holds 

P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 

1961 census 81 443 223 220 
1985 surveY 95 515 258 257 

The figure of 1963 survey and 1971 census has riot 
been incorporated here as during 1963 survey, all the 
households as existed in the village were not covered. 
In 1971 census, the village Phongjangre was clubbed 
with another immediate neighbourhood village Rong
gaigh having population of 303 with 55 households as 
existed in 1961 census. Hence the figure presented for 
the village in 1971 census 10~t its comparability due 
to abnormal increase in case of both area a!ld popu
lation. 

Prior to the establishment of the Hamren sub-divi
sion the village was under the administrative control 
of Rongkhang Development Block. However, the 
village has not benefited from it in any way. Phong~ 
jangre is still a backward village. Agriculture is the 
main occupation of the villagers and it is still practis
ed with the age-old implements. Ploughing of fields is 
now carried out with buffaloes in the low lying areas 
where mostly rice is grown. The villagers have to toil 
hard. Due to the hilly tract the wet cultivation does not 
flourish. 

The dispensaries catering to the needs of both men 
and animals have spt;ung up in the subdivisional head
quarters but one has still to traverse a long distance to 
reach Hamren. In most cases of ailments the villagers 
take recourse to herbal medicines. Differ~nt schemes 
for all round development of rural areas have practi
cally left no mark on -this village. However, electricity 
is now available at Hamren. 

Without provision for an adequate and regular irrl
gational facilities, agriculture here is left to the vaga
ries of nature. Rain water is not adequate for raiSing 
multiple crops. The average annual rainfall in Karbi 
Anglong district is 1200 mm., which is far below the 
average of all Assam. There is no major irrigation 
project in the district it~elf. Jamuna irrigation project 
is a medium irrigation project. Waters of the Jamuna 
river is now harnessed to irrigate the neighbouring 
areas of Langpher mauza. Likewise Langparpan, Pat
radisha. Horgute, Hongkram irrigation projects are 
also in operation in district but unfortunately none of 
these benefit Phongjangre. 

. The village characterises to be a backward one. 
The forest reservei on either side of the village store 
yet untapped valuable wealth. ~ 

~~-~ 

Absolute variation Percentage variation 
-~--

P M F P M F 

6 7 8 9 10 11 
~~. ---.---~--

+72 +35 +37 +16 ·25 1 +15 ·69 +16 ·81 

The village has no written history. What has been 
recorded about the village is as collected from the 
oldest persons of the village. It is interesting to note 
here that uillike many other Mikir villages this parti
cular village was named after a Jack tree flourishing 
in a solitary hilltop. The name has a distinct meaning. 
'Phong' means Jack tree and 'jangre' means solitary 
place. The original and first community who came to 
settle here belonged to the 'Hor Ingleng' and 'Mon 
Inghi' community. While making a search for better 
habitation people of the above two communities found 
this Jack tree and they rested at the shadow of this 
tree. The tree is still standing there. Now tIle village 
is having enormous Jack trees in compound of almost 
every household. In and around this tree there are 
six hills with soil of reddish colour and fertile lands 
with forests having bamboos and valuable woods. 

The politico-cultural organisation in the village it
self is not there. But the villagers are in touch with 
every aspect of the politico-cultural activities. The 
village organisation of the Karbi villages in this respect 
deserves special mention. 'Mei' or the village council 
with 'Sartbe' (Gaonbura) is a vital organisation. All 
the adult members of the family residing in the village 
automiltically become members of the 'mei'. 'Sarthe' 
is generally elected from amongst the elders of tho 
village having sound moral disposition and a good 
standing among the villagers. The tenure of 'Sarthe' 
is not specified and that too depends upon his effi
ciency. The District Council oilly recognises the office 
of the 'Sarthe'. 'Mei' is the overall organisation in the 
village to settle everything. Disputes which cannot be 
settled are generally forwarded to the District Council, 
Prior to creation of the District Council this village 
organisation enjoyed supreme power. Some of the 
powers originally vested with the 'mei' are now curb
ed and transferred to the District Council, located a~ 
Diphu the district headquarter town. 

However, the sense of responsibility and the spirit 
of cooperation within the villagers are mostly initiated 
and developed by the 'mei' whicll is held in high 
esteem by everyone. 

Though not mucl1 politi~ultura1 activity in the 
village in the form of an organisation is reported, that 
ever since independence the inhabitants never failed 
to exercise their franchise definitely speaks of certain 
level of political awarenelS amongst the ap~~_ntly 



ignorant inhabitants of Phongjangre. The entire dis
trict now elects five members in the state Assembly. 
The ne~ly formed assembly constituency at Baitha
langso has covered this village also. 

The villagers are mostly illiterate and do not care 
much to keep themselves abreast of events beyond 
what is going on in and around the village. They (il'e 
mostly concerned with their day-to-day works and 
love leading a simple life. 

The economic life of the villagers is very sim~le. 

Their main source of livelihood is cultivation. Grow
ing of pa{ldy is important arid next to it maize, gourds, 
sesame, cotton etc. are grOW!) in plenty. Next to 
cultivatio_l! th~\ r.earing of livestoc_k: occupies a domi
nant pla~e in their economic life. Pigs, goats, fowls 
are a common sight in every household. Buffaloes 
numbering between 5 and 14 in a horde are seen in 
tw{) families. These are mainly kept for ploughing 
and milching. Weaving, bamboo and cane ...yorks add 
much utility to their economic life. Of course the 
villagers donot solelY depend on ~ny of them for their 
subsistence. The village is rich in forest productsj 
hence firewood and building materials are easily :md 
abundantly· avail.able. 'Jhum' (slash and burn) culti
vation has unfortunately caused gradual di!'lapperance 
of forest and if not checked now may lead to total des
tmction of the forest wealth. 

According to 1981 census and 19 ?_5 sllrvey the 
village covers an area of 333.86 hectares. Again the 
area has been broadly classified into five categories 
namely cultivable land including dry and wet_; land 
put to non-agricultural uses; barren and uncu1ti
vable land, cultivable waste and land under forest. The 
soil is poor and after two jthree years of cultivation 
the lang ~come unfit for further cultivation. The 
land ta,x is very nominal and is paId to the :District 
Council thr®gh some a)?encies appointed to col~ct 
revenue. 

Weaving, bamboo and Cane works, the only !ll_!laU 
industrial works ill the village, are generally done after 
cultivation season. During the survey the villagers 
has shQWU a distinct awareness of the spiralling vrice
hike of all the essential commodities generally bought 
from the market. And therefore to augment their 
earning they have taken to manufacture and sale of 
bamboo and cane produce which they formerly made 
only for their domestic use. I}1 the field of agriculture 
they are now using buffaloes in addition to the old 
method (siash arid bum) for tilling land for cutiva
tion. Use of chemical fertilizer alonR with the 
manure (mainly excre~e of goat & pig) available in 
the household is !he l)'ractice which has reaulte_d in 
a high ou~t. 
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In mat!ers of tribal religion (animism) they observe 
the bares_t qlinimum rituals keeping alw~ys in view 
the financial capability t~ do so. The nature of their 
religious c~lebrations is qui!,e akin to that of the 
Hindus. But they donot identify themselves as 
Hindus. They m~ strictly be termed a_s the staunch 
followers of animism. 

As mentioned earJier the villagers are meek and 
mild. They dislike anything which might disturb their 
easy going lives. By disposition they resemble the 
peace and tranquility of nature. It appears that no 
outside agency has ever done anything to uphold the 
cause of the villagl!rs of Phongjaiigre all of whom be
long to Scheduled Tribe Community. 

The location of the village is primarily responsible 
for the lack of good communication. Good com~ 

munication is considered as an essential pre-condition 
for achieving rapid development of an area. The 
people of this village live in an isolated spot where 
the winds of change can hardly reach. There is nQ 
place of archaeological or historical interest in and 
around the village which can attr~t vi.itoC8 to the 
village. 

Hamren h!J.ving urban characteristics has to S!J.me 
extent· influenced the life-style of the people of 
Phongjangre as evident in their dress and eatables. 
The use of pant, shirt, 4hoti, blousel frocks, 
sandles, shoes, cosmetics ~~ worthmentioIling For· 
merIy they used to visit the distant markets for such 
items and as such were generally averse to procure 
such items. But, now Hamren has the shops, mar
kets, dispensaries etc. where all such items are avail
able. 

During the survey it was noticed that the sub
divisional Officer (Civil) in charge of Hamren sub
division is taking great pains to provide the essential 
requisites to the inhabitants o_f even the remotest 
villages without baving in their part to undergo 
much physical stress and strajn ill acquiring the 
essential commodities hithertQ not nJ.uch used by 
them. It was heartening to note -that the officer was 
keen to improv~ th~ lot of the people both by pro
viding· flss~stance in various forms as also getting tbem 
involved in works relating to all round development 

r,' 
of those areas. 

Public Health Engineering: Department o£ ithe Govt. 
of Assam is' extending facilities of drinking wat~r by 
establishing wells at convenient and suitable pJacei 
of the village. One such well was seen being dug at 
the time of., sHrve;y. But the sigbt of tl;1,e we!! in 
the school without wato/ wves V~~lt to d9upt about t~ 
ultimate !UCcess of this ~Ati,Qn. .~er,aIIy th~y 



fetch water from the springs. \Vater is also carried 
to a convenient place with the help of ~plit bamboo. 
The water is not as good as found in the other hills. 
The presence of plenty of insects and mosquitoes re
veals that the village is not a healthy onc. In matters 
of sanitation the village is lagging far behi'ld. 

There is no remarkable institution as such in the 
village except at Hamren which stands at the close 
proximity of the village. All the administrative and wel
fare institutions are located at Hamrcn. Now-a-days 
all the trade and commercial activities are carried on 
in Hannen market. With the establishment of a govern
ment store at Hamren the great difficulties in dispos
ing off the products and purchasing of consumer goads 
by the villagers has been eased to a great extent. Now
a-days the villagers prefer to visit Hamren for medical 
facilities in place of Donkamukam which is at a con
siderable distance. However, to achieve anything from 
the Block Development Office they are to visit Don
kamukam, the block headquarters. As most of the vil
lages are located far away from the block headquarters 
although within its jurisdiction, the facilities cannot be 
easily availed of by the villagers. And the gram sevaks 
who work in the block are not so active or enthusiastic 
to provide the villagers with the facilities of the block 
by wading through the dense forests and hilly routes. 
This is one of the reasons for the backwardness of 
Phongjangre village which is located in a very remote 
part of the area. The location of the Hamren sub-divi
sional headquarters with all the facilities and amenities 
for better human living near the vilIag~ will definitely 
carry waves of change to the villag-e in not to distant 
future. ~ 

The village is :gaving one primary school established 
in the early ··sixties at the behest of the District Coun
cil, Diphu. Though the school has completed more than 
twenty years of its existence, it has not achieved any 
remarkable progress in .eradicating illiteracy from the 
village. 

The cultural life of the village apart from celebra
tion and observance of religious functions and festi·· 
vals does not deserve any special mention. There is no 
religious institution as such in the village. Villagers 
celebrate the religious occasio'ls _ in any place within 
the village selected for the purpose. There is no fixed 
venue for celebration, and the place varies according 
to the sweet will of the observers. 

Flora and fauna 

i 

~edge .or no knowledge at all of their proper usages. 
I he VIllage is surrounded by forest on all sides. The 
forests are again classed in two broad categories- re
served forest and uncIassed state forests. The forests 
are c!1icfl!' of bamboo (kaifo), cinnamon, gomari, 
aman, WIld banana (Lothe) etc. These forests serve 
as a home of elephant (Inner), tiger (Teke) snake 
(Foroi), birds (Woh), monkey (Thero) etc.' Crows 
and foxes are conspicuous by their absence. The 
wanton destruction of the forest resources primarily 
for reasons of pro(:uring firewood has led to drastic 
changes in the ecological balance of the region. Shift
ing cultivation, practised almost since dawn of civilisa
tion of mankind, has in no small measure, contribut
ed to the rapid vanishing of trees and other forest re
sources. As a consequence of massive def~restation 
elephants and tigers who formerly used to frequently 
ravage the village and caused damage to standing 
crops and life of the villagers, are now reportedly 
cbanging their places of abode. Monkeys and rabbits 
arc n~w the only pests to damage the crops grown by 
the Villagers. As told by the villagers the poisonous 
snakes are now a rare sight. They have their traditional 
'muga' clothes, Rearing of 'mug a' is almost common 
an~ the 'keseru' and 'era' trees which is the prime re
qmrement to feed the worms are found sufficiently. In 
addition the areca nut (kowe) trees, betel leaf (bac
ron), mango (therwel), papaya (mansupi), pineapple 
(pa.rokjanphong) the tamarind (tanteli), plum (bo
gon), acid fruit (plim shem) , guava (chuprim), the 
bay leaf (tejpat), are seen in the village. Jack trees are 
a common sight. 

Ethnic composition 

T?e inhabitants of the village belong to the same 
ethmc group a~d there in no diversity in this particu
lar aspect. .It IS to be noted that they do not vouch
~afe to be ~mdus and have their own way of propitiat
mg God WhICh may be termed as animism. The Mikirs 
ar~ ~pparently of Bodo origin. They were known as 
Mlbrs meaning hill tribe. They have a mixture of 
both Austric and Bodo blood. * * Historical materials 
are. :Iuite meagre to show that they had ever built a 
pohtlcal dynasty. According to Robinson (Account of 
A~sam) their ancestors originally came from the Jaintia 
Hills. Colonel Dalton is of opinion that the Mikirs only 
went to the J aintia owing to expulsion from Tularam's 
Country by the Kacharis and 'eventually not being 
s~tisfied with their new abode they placed themselves 
dlre~t1y under the protection of the Rajas of Assam. 
TheIr first appearance in Assam is the result of their 
being driven out by the Kacharis and settled in the 
Nowgong district. The Mikirs have been living in 
peace ever ~ince the days of the settlement granted to 

Regarding the flora and fauna available in the vil- them by the Ahom kings. The present seat is chiefly in 
lage it can be said that the villagers in general pay the Karbi Anglong hills, cut off by the valleys of the 

. '" . Kopili and Dhansiri from the main range of the Naga 
sca~~ atte~~l~n!~hese~:~,::_cts_!~_d have meagre know- hills, but with a Naga population in its southern half. 

** Assl'n District G:'llett~~:·.; -U 1,,:,1 \li',jr anj N )1"th Clchar Hills djstrict~ 1979, p. 45. 
3-480 RGI/88 i 



while large members are again to be found still in 
their original settIem~nt along [he foot of the Jaintia 
hills both in Nagaol1 and Kamrup districts. 

Table 1.3 shows the ethnic composition of the 
Mikirs inhabiting the village. It is seen that Terangs 
constitute the single majority of 40.78 per cent of the 
population. Next in numerical strength comes the 
Timungs with 98 persons constituting 19.03 per cent, 
Ingtis 14.95 per cent, Ronghang 9.90 per cent. Inghis 
and Rongpis constituting almost equal proportions 
found during the present Survey were not_ recorded 
during the 1963 survey due probably to the reason that 
during the earlier survey only 58 out of a total of 81 
households were considered and thus these two ethnic 
groups might have been left out of the scope of the 
study. 

The name of the village remains unchanged unlike 
the other Mikir villages where the name changes with 
the death of village headman. It is very interesting to 
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note that it is a common practice to name a village 
in Karbi Anglong after the title of the village head
man. At present the village is constituted with 95 
households only and all of them belong to only one 
particular community known ~s Mikir tribe who now 
shows a distinct preference for being known as Karbis. 

SO{l1e minor changes that occurred in about last 
two decades in the village and its inhabitants have 
been observed. The food habit has chan~ed. They now 
take 'dal' spices etc. procured from the nearby mar
ket. The dress habits have changed considerably. 
Young boys and girls now-a-days wear pant, ')hirt, 
vest, frocks, underwear, blouse apart from other cheap 
ornamental wearings. The old ones also feel shy of 
wearing 'rikong' a piece of cloth wrapped around the 
loin. Instead they use dhuti and kurta. Of course 
the use of traditional clothes have not died out. The 
perceptible and rapid changes in the dress and food 
habits of the villagers caJ,1 be attributed to the coming 
into being of Hamfen sub-division with its head
quarters at the proximity of the village. 

Table 1·3 

Ethnic composition of inhabitants of Phongjangre. 
Survey data 1985 

Nameofgroups and su11-gro"lips------ . -- -- -_- -- -- To~---MiiIt!- ..... --- Feiiliiie-----~--
.--.. ------------- ---·-2-·-·-----3----· 4 ·----------5~--

1 
-f:--TEkANG.- -_ -- -- ------210--- --- - -112- ------:!is-

42 (a) Beh . 82 40 
(b) Kro. 7 3 4 
(c) Terang 121 69 52 

2. INGTI-- -----·----·-7-7-- . -- -----38--- --- - -39---

(a) Ingleng 
(b) Ingti . 

-'30-. ~R::-6NGHANd ~ -- . 
(a) Tisso 
(b) Ronghang. 

-4-.-TERON-. - _. 
Not classified. . 

5. TIMUNG--.-- -----------~ 

(a) Tokbi 
(b) Rongpher 
(c) Dera 
(d) Phangch0 
(e) Timung 

6. INGHI 
Not classified. . • 

20 12 8 
57 26 31 

-5-1- -----22:-- - -- '--29~---

11 8 3 
40 14 26 -- - 3-3 -----~-----·15-------- ---- --18-~~- ----- . 
33 15 18 
98 

12 
6 
4 

41 
35 

24 
24 

49 
6 
6 
2 

20 
15 -_._------ --- - --
13 
13 

49 
6 

2 
21 
20 
11 
II 

7RONGPf --_ -- - ---- ---- - ---- -- - ---22-~ -----9--------- --·-·-0· -----.------ .--------. 
Not classified 22 9 13 

-----------------------~----------
-The int~rior villages of the Karbi Anglong district lages. The growth of population in the village appears 
are more or less similar in respect of location, soil, to be negligibk 
communication, culturt and traditin. This village 

1 b d 1 Reason for selection of the village Phongjangre, is situated in the Megha aya or er ane 
is important due to its strategic location. The inhabi- In 1961, the villages were selected to represent ade-
tants of the village carry with them the age-old culture quately geographical, occupational and even ethnic 
and tradition as with other Karbi villages. The village diversity. Accordingly 18 villages were selected for 
appears to be stagnant if not backward looking and study in 1961 out of which 14 made appearance in 
life in the village is flowing almost in the same pace as the form of monographs. In 1981 two villages namely 
it had been at the time of the previous survey conduct- Titaguri in the district of Goalpara and Phongjangre in 
ed during 1963. Of course some development pro- the district of Karbi Anglong were selected for re-study 
grammes have been earmarked to change the prolong- as these two villages represent the Scheduled tribe 

population of the statc. Present endeavour envisages to 
ed stagnation. The typical condition of the village in depict a clear picture of changes tImt have occurred in 
midst of top hills with meagre resources of culturable every sphere of the life of the inhabitants of this re-
plots bears some contrast with the neighbouring vil- mote village after a lapse of about two decades. 



CHAPTER II 

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHY AND VITAL 

STATISTICS 

With the establishment of the Hamren Subdivision 
although a new township at Hamren near to .the vil
lage Phongjangre has grown up, it is yet to achIeve the 
status of a town as it has not been notified as such by 
the Municipal Administration of thi stat~ .. Hence t~e 
village comes under the influence of HOJa! town m 
the district of *Nagaon whiS;h is at a distance of 64 
kms. from the village according to 197.1 Census. Be
sides this, four other villages in the neIghbourhood of 
Phongjangre which are influenced by Hojai. town a?d 
belong to different size groups and are at different dIS
tances have been selected for a comparative study of 
the Primary Census Abstract data. 

It is a peculiar phenomenon observed in the Karbi 
Anglong district that the names of villages change. with 
the death of the village headman. The same VIllage 
appears in two differ~nt names from one c~nsus .to the 
other. But Phongjangre is J!n exception m thIS res
pect. Also, it is to be noted that the definitio.ns of 
workers in 1971 Census underwent changes WIth the 
earlier censuses and this has greatly slieed down the 
number of female workers in 1971 census. The table 
No. ILl exhibits the primary census data of Phong
jangre vis-a-vis those of the neighbouring villages. As 
stated earlier a full-fledged village that existed in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Phongjangre during 1961 
census had been clubbed with this village Phongjangre 
during 1971 census. 

lllfluence of nearest urban centre 

In absence of 1981 census data any comparison of 
influence of an urban centre on Phongjangre and its 
surrounding villages is restricted to the situation as 
prevailed during 1961 and 1971 census. Normally the 
influence of an urban centre on a village life is reflect
ed in its standard of literacy and the occupational pat
tern of the villagers. The degree of shift from the tra
ditional occupations in rural areas and proportion of 
increase in the number of literates depends to a great 
extent on the proximity of a village to an urban centre. 
Hut, the figures in table ILl do not strictly. conform 
the above hypothesis. The village Rongjangphong 
located at a distance of 71 kms. from its nearest urban 
centre returned 13.08;') of male popUlation as liter
ates in 1961 as against 15.38'1< returned by village 
Long Api located only 34 kms. away from the same 
urban centre. However Phongjangre at a distance of 
64 kms. returned almost an equal percentage of liter
ate males as that of Long Api iq 1961. The propor
tion (8.18~/~) of male literates returr.\Cd by our sur
vey village in 1971 stands in sharp contrast to that 

(1.56%) recorded in Rongmanpi village in the same 
year. But Niz Rongkhong which is 55 kms. away 
from Hojai returned a much higher percentage 
(28.04%) of male literates in 1971. 

As regards literacy amongst femaks it is found that 
Long Api which is nearest to Hojai town returned the 
highest percentage of literate in 1961. Phongjangrc 
recorded 3.18 % of its female population a~ literate 
vis-a-vis nil figure against Rongmanpi though both 
are located almost the same distance away from their 
common urbim centre. All the villages registered a 
steep fall in the percentage of female literates in 1971. 
It is therefore reiterated that the distance from an ur
ban centre did not in any definite manner' contribute 
to the p_revalence of literates in any of these villages. 

As regards influence of urban centre on the occupa
tional pattern in rural areas of Phongjangre and its 
neighbouring villages it can be said that industrial 
classification of the population of these areas as given 
in the table Il.l does not show that the pattern of 
occupation of the workers varies directly with its dis
tance from an urban centre. Almost the entire malil 
workers in all these villages arc invariably the cultiva
tors alone. In the case of female work..:rs there has 
been almost a total withdrawal from participation in 
works by females during 1971 census in all these 
villages. But then this is probably owing to the 
stricter dclinition of worker adopted in 1971 census. 
The concept of worker had undergone significant 
changes at the 1971 census. It was the opinion of 
the experts that the 1961 definition of work was on 
the liberal side which had exaggerated the participa
tion rates. At 1961 census a person was categorised 
basically as an economically active worker even if 
such a person's contribution to work was extremely 
marginal. 1n respect of seasonal work like agricul
tun:, if a person had put in .iust an hour's work a day 
during the major part of the working season, such a 
person \vas basically treated as an economically active 
worker. So much so, jf a woman who was basically 
engaged in household duties went to her husband's 
Geld taking his lunch and for about an hour or so 
tended the cattle she was straightway treated as a 
worker engaged in cultiv<ltion. 

But at 1971 census a mall or woman who was 
engaged primarily in household duties such as looking 
for own household or performing onf)'s own house
hold duties or a boy or a girl who Was primarily a 
student attending institution, even if such a person 
helped in the family economic activity but not as a 
full time worker was not to be treated as a worker for 
the main activity. 

-------------------.-- --.' ----- ---
*Vide NOLification No. N·12011jl/82.SDda1ed 1·6·82 Ministry of Planning, Deptt. of Statjstics,CSQ, New Delhi. 
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Name of Vill;tgc G::rl5US LOc1 tioll 
Code 

Area 
of 
village 

ill 
Sq.Km 

l ,) 

No. of No. of 
occupietl hOuse-
Residen- hold 
tial house 

fable 

PRIMARY CENSUS 

T(:tal PO:Jl':tion (including 
institution'll & houseless 

pOPulation) 

p M F 

Sheduled castes 

M F 
____ .~__, ___ •• ___ 4 __ • __ >_~ ____ ,., _____ •• --- -. __ • ___ ~ __ •• _ •• ______ -- _____ • _______ • ___ - __ • ___ ._. _______ _ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
-------------------_._----------_- __ ----_. __ ._--_._---'_.----.--------.. ------.--.~-

1961 8/1/287 37 37 177 93 84 

Niz-Rongkhang 
1971 7/1/320 21 ·3 36 36 213 107 106 

------------.-----.--.-----.-'-------.. -.--,--------.~-------_..--.~-~-.. ---.--.-
1961 8/1/242 20 20 116 59 57 

1971 7/1/37& 19 ·9 22 129 64 65 

-----------------_._.---_. __ ._ -----.----- ~ .. --.. -- -.-. - --~------------ --_._-----_._---
1961 8/1/315 31 31 192 ~04 88 

Long Api 
1971 7 {1/381 3·5 32 32 195 100 95 

Rongjangphong 
1971 7/1/375 2·6 27 27 160 93 67 

------.-__.----------~-- -----------------------------------
Phongjangre 1963 3·4 58 58 277 13~ 139 

(Sur"'Y) 

1971 

19R5 
(Survey) 

7/1/379 10·4 142 

3·34 95 

J42 851 428 423 

95 5i5 258 257 

------------------------------------------------------------
Biiart haiangso 

P.S (Rural Area) 
1961 

1971 

3035'5 11,560 11,969 

3035'5 20,033 20,033 116,402 

33,617 30,9';'1 22 

61,386 55,016 717 569 

-----~----~----.---- _.----------- ------_------_._-_- -------.. -~----~-.----- _._._-_ ---
KarbJ Anglong District 1961 10349·6 42,019 43,468 225,407 121,040 104,367 3,369 2,859 

(Rural Area) 
1971 10327 63,286 63296 369,110 195,821 173,2 9 5,100 4,554 

-----------------------_._---
(coutd.) 
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ABSTRACT 

Scheduled Trjb;------Literate-~nd --- TOt~IWorke;;------I----- ----Ii~---- - - -" ill--- - --

F 

Educated Person" {I-IX) Cu\tiv'ators Agricultural Labour Livestck, forestry. 

M F M F M F 

Fishing, hunting 
and plantations. 

orchards and allied 
activities 

---------("---------
M F M F 

---------.-.. -~-.~.-.----~-- .. ----.-~------------~------:----------------------

93 84 21 
(22,58) 

3 27 61 26 24 
(3 '57) (29 '03) (72 '62) 96' 30) (39' 34) 

---10-7 ----i06--30---1---~73---------72------- --------- ---------- --:- --
(28 '04) (0 '94) (68 '22) (98 '63) 

---59----57----7--------36--32---36---11--------------- --- - --
(11 ·86) (61 '02) (56,14) (100 ,00) (34'38) 

---64---65---1--------'33-----------3'3---------- ----- --- ------,. ---
(1,56) (51'56) (100'00) 

----_. ___ ._-----------_._-------------------------------_,..,...._- -------~----
104 88 16 8 54 52 53 50 

(15 ·38) (9 '09) {51.92) (59.09) (98 ,15) (96·15) 
-------------------------------------------------~---~---~------

100 95 20 
(20 -00) 

59 2 58 2 
(59 ,00) (2·11) (9S'31) (toO-OO) 

-----------~---------- --~---------------------------- ------~-- - ---
214 186 28 5 

(13 '08) (2 '9) 
118 100 117 
(55-14) (53 '76) (99·15) 

3 
(3 ·00) 

------------------------------------------------ ------~--~- - - - ~---
93 67 52 

(55 '91) 
52 

(100·00) 

-------~------------------------------------- - -- - -~ -- -- - -- - - ---
428 423 35 

(8 ·18) 
3 317 8 315 8 

(0 '71) (74'07) (1'89) (99 '37) (100 '00) 

----_._-------------------------------------------- ~---- --- _-----
30.638 ~28,956 52.09 

(15 '50) 
1.528 

(4 '94) 
20.616 18.460 19.334 15,082 

(61 '33) (59 '66) (93 ·78) (81 ,70) 
132 56 
(0 '65) (0 '30) 

205 
(0 '99) 

87 
(0 ·47) 

-,--------------~--------------- -------------------------_._----- - - ---
43.262 40,413 12.149 3,682 34,101 3,334 29,599 3,054 1.622 S5 109 17 

(19.79) (6'69) (55'55) (6'06) (86'80) (91'60) (4'76) (1'65) (0'32) (0'51) 
----_._-_._------------------------------ --_ -~ -- ----- ---- - - - --- - -- ----

79.671 30.971 7,173 73,328 54.672 60,977 44.619 
(25'59) (6'87) (60-58) (52'38) (83'16) (81'61) 

1.794 350 27 8 
(2'45) (0,64) (0'38 

99 
(0 ·18 

--------------------------------------------- ---- ---- ~----- ----
107,725 10).326 49,963 

(25 '51) 
16,387 
(9 -46) 

[04,367 _s10,Ql8 
(53 '30) ~_ (5 '78) 

83,40J 7.404 
(79 '92) (73 '91) 

7.362 
(7 '05) 

731 
(7 '30) 

2,030 1,057 
(1 '95) (10 '55) 

(coutd.) 



Name of Village 

1 

Niz-Rongkbang 

IV 
Mining and 
Quarrying 

M 

24 

F 

25 

V 
Manufacturing., Processing, servicing and 

repair 

Table 

PRIMARY CENSUS 

VI 
Construction 

(a) (b) 
Household industrY Other than house

hold industry 

M F M F M F 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

1 37 
(3 '70) (60 '66) 

--_._--------------------------------<-_._-------"--_.- --------

Rongmanpl 

Long Api 

Rongjangphong 

Phongjangre 

Baithalangso P.S. (Rural Areas) 

Karbi Anglong District (Rural Areas) 

24 
(0 '07) 

21 
(65 '62) 

1 2 
(1 '85) (3 '85) 

129 3,121 
(0 '63) (16 ,91) 

135 71 
(0 '40) (2 '13) 

557 7,822 
(0 '76) (14'31) 

1 
(1 '69) 

\35 
(0 ·17) 

1&3 
(0 '54) 

156 
(0 '22) 

1 97 
(0 '85) (97 '00) 

12 13 15 
(0 '07) (0 '06) (0 '08) 

7 128 4 
(0,12) (0'21) (0'37) 

22 282 20 
(0 -04) (0 '38) (0 ·04 

---~----------------------.-------------
88 486 299 1,039 46 280 6 
(0 '08) (0 '47) (2 '98) (0 '99) (0 '46) (0 '27) (0 '06) 



II. 1 (concld.) 

ABS RACT 

VII VIII IX X Distance 
Trad\;) and Com U:l'C; Tr:lt1~PJrt, stor::tg~ Oth..:, S~rvic~ 

and Communicatioll 
N :)ll-W:J,k<:r;; Density Sex Ratio from the 

nearest 
town by 
the 
shortest 
route 

M F M F M F 

32 33 34 35 36 37 

1 
(1 '37) 

M F 

38 39 

66 23 
(70 '97) (27, 38) 

34 106 
(31 '78) (100'00) 

40 41 

NA 903 

10 991 

(in Kms.) 

42 

Hojai 
55 Km;;. 

23 25 NA 966 HOjlj 
(38 '98) (43 '86) 

--.. -----------------.--------------------------------. 65 Krns. 
31 65 6 1016 

(48 '44) (100·00) 

50 36 NA 846 Hojai 
(48,08) (40 '91) 

----~-------------------.------ ----------------------- 34 Krns. 
41 93 56 950 

(41 '00) (97 ·89) --....-------_._--_._-------_. __ ._._---------------_._._ .. _. __ ._._----_._-
96 S6 NA 869 Hojai 

(44 ,86) (46 ,24) 
------------------.---.--------.-.-------------~---------. 71 Kms. 

41 67 62 720 
(44'09) (100'00) --------------- ---------_. __ ._----------.-------- - --------- - -- -

6 
(4·11) 

77 68 130 987 
(34'53) (30'91) 

33 42 81 1,007 Hojai 
(23 '91) (30 '22) 

----------- ------------------------------ --------- 64 KIDs. 
2 III 415 82 988 
(0 '63) (25 '93) (98 ,11) 

4 
(2,45) 

1 95 95 
(0 '62) (36 -82) (36 '96) 

154 996 

------------_._._--_..-----------------------_------------_..._.---
155 
(0 '75) 

20 
(0 -11) 

613 67 13,001 12,481 21 920 
(2 -97) (0 '36) (38 '67) (40 '34) 

-----------------------'---------------------------------
496 30 80 1,725 96 27,285 51,682 38 896 
(1 '45) (0 '90) (0 '23) (5 ·06) (2 '88) (44 '45) (93 '94) 

----------------'-----------------------_._ - ----- - -_. 
10437 

(1 '96) 

2.tl55 
(2 '74) 

57 103 
(0 '10) (0,14) 

41 610 
(0 '41) (0 '58) 

1 

4 
(0 '04) 

7,739 1,682 47,717 49,695 22 862 
(10-55) (3 '08) (39 -42) (47 '62) 

6,209 ~30 91,454 163,271 36 &85 
(5 '95) (4 '29) (46 -70) (94 '22) 



Comparison of Primary Census Abstract Data of 1961 
and 1971 Censlls 

Resorting to a comparison of Primary Census 
Abstract data of Phongjangre, Baithalangso (Rural 
areas) P.S. and Karbi Anglong district (Rural areas) 
as thrown out by 1961 and 1971 census we find that 
while Phongjangre returns 100% Scheduled Tribe 
populati~n during both the Censuses. Baithalangso 
P. S. regIstered 92.31 % and 71.88% and the district 
recorded a much lower percentage 74.59% and 56.50 
during 1961 and 1971 Census respectively. While 
the village had not a single Scheduled Caste person in 
both th~ Censuses the P.S. recorde4 a most negligible 
proportion of Scheduled Caste population in 1961 with 
a marginal rise in 1971 (1.10%). The correspond
ing figures for the district are 2.76% and 2.82%. It 
may be noted here th~ the village returned 100% 
Scheduled Tribe population during 1963 and 1985 
Survey. 

As regards workers it is seen that 65.47% of the 
males and 69.09% among the females were reCorded 
as workers in the village during 1961 Census. The 
corresponding figures for the P.S. and the district were 
61.33%, 59.66%, 60.58% and 52.38% respectively. 
While 1971 census returned a higher percentage 
(74.07) of male workers for the village the females 
returned a mere 1.89% as workers. The P.S. and 
the district registered a lower proportion of male 
workers (55.55% and 53.30%).. As in case of the 
village the P.S. and the district also showed a great 
fall in proportion of female workers. However it is 
interesting to note here that the proportion of mtlle 
and female workers during 1963 survey were 76.09% 
and 69.78% respectively which came down to 
63.18% in case male: during 1985 survey. As 
against the steep falls in the number of female workers 
in case of the village, Baithalangso P.S. and the dis-

14 

trict as evince4 during 1971 census, the village return
ed a remarkably high percentage (63.04 % ) of 
female workers during 1985 survey too. 

. When we consider distribution of workers among 
dIfferent industrial ~ategories we find that the village 
and the P. S. returned almost equal proportion of 
male cultivators (95.89% and 93.78%) during 1961 
census as against 83.16% recorded in the district. 
While 100% of the female workers were cultivators 
in tlhe village during 1961 census the P. S. and the 
district recorded almost the same percentage (81.70% 
and 81.61 %) of female cultivators. During 1971 
census the male and female cultivators in the villacre 
constituted 99.37% and 100.00% of male & female 
workers vis-a-vis 86.80% and 91.60% in case of the 
P. S. and much lower 79.92% & 73.91 % respectively 
in case of the district. It is worthmentioning here that 
during 1963 survey both the male and female workers 
were all cult~vators which mar~!inally came down to 
97.55% and 99.38% during 1985 survey. 

The workers of 1963 survey in other industrial 
categories are nil whereas 2.45% and 0.62% or male 
and female workers respectively ar-~ found in other 
services during 1985 survey. This is a clear hint that 
though iust a beginning in a very negligible manner, 
the inhabitan!s of {lhis village are taking to other pro
fessions in addition to their age-old profession i.e. cul~ 
tivation. 

Th~ noticeable difference in respect of proportion 
o~ lit~rate_s in {lhe village when compared with the state, 
dIstnct and P. S. level literacy rate is that Phongjangre 
records a m_uch lower percentage of literates among 
both males and femaJes as per 1961 and 1971 census 
as recorded in table II.2. 

Table 11·2 

Comparison of 1961 and 1971 census data for rural areas of the State, district and police station and village level 

Persons/Males/Females Percentage of 
Literacy rate of the 
State (Rural areas 
only) 

-.--....------
1961 1971 
CensuS Census 

.-----.__..-,__----------~----~-

1 2 3 

Persons 24·61 25 '24 

Males 34'69 33'76 

Females 13·29 15·89 

Please refer to para below Table I·2 in Chapter I. 

Sex Ratio 

Sex ratio i.e. the numb-~r of females per 1000 males 
in the selected villages, rural areas of Baithalangso 

Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
Literacy rate of the LiteracY rate of Literacy rate in the 
District Karbi Ang- Baithalangso Police village 
long (Rural areas station (Rural areas 
only) only) 

_-_---_--....----
1961 1971 1961 1971 196t 1971* 

Census Census Census Census Census Census 

4 5 6 7 8 9 
.-.----~----~----

16'92 17·98 10'44 13 ·60 9·26 4'46 
25·59 25 ·51 15 '50 19'79 15 ·25 8 '18 
6·87 9-46 4·94 6'69 3·18 0·71 

P. S. and the rural areas of Karbi Anglong district as 
obtained during 1961 and 1971 censuses as also the 
sex ratio in Phongjangre village during 1963 and 
1985 surveys is shown in the following table JI.3. 
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Sex ratio during 1961 and 1971 census in the selecte.d v!lIages, rural ~reas of Baithalangso P.S. and rural areas ofthe 
dIstrIct of Karbl Anglong " 

~~-

Name of village 

-~~----

1 

1. Niz-Rongkhang 

2. Rongmanpi. 

3. Long Api . 
4. Rongjangphong 

5. Phongjangre 

6. Rural areas of Baithalangso P.S. 

7. Karbi Anglong District (rural areas) . 

During 1961 census sex rabio in the rural areas of 
the. district was 8~2. All the villag(!s excep,t Lon_g Api 
regIstered sex ratIO higher thjln the district average. 
If we take the sex rat~o of the runu ~reas of the police 
station it is observed that S(}X ratios as obt~ined iQ .the 
villages of Phongjangre and Rongmanpi during 1961 
census were above the police sllation average of 920. 
On the contI:_ary the village Rongmanpi registered a 
ratio of. 1,01§ femal~s per 1,000 males during 1971 
census whioh Fas far above the district as well as police 
station averagt!s. 

It is seen that during 1961 census the village Phong
jangre ha_d r~corded highest sex ratio of 987 which 
was above the police station and district awrages. 
During the decade of 1961-71 the sex ratio registered 
decreasing trend in the village of Rongangphong and 
the police ~tution level as a whole, but district level 
and the other villages registered increasing trend during 
the sawe decade. Maintaining this trend the village 
under study also had returned a l)lUch higher (1,007) 
sex-ratio in 1963 survey than that obtained during 
196( census. But 1985 survey recorded' a lower (996) 
sex ratio' t~~n that! obtained during 1963 survey. 

Density of population 

In the absence of area figures of the selected villages 
in 1961 census, the density of popul~tion could not 
be worked out. Hence the average densifly of popu
lation per square kilometre in the police st;ation and 
district level has been taken to compare the data ~th 
flhe Village un~er study. During 1961 census, figures 
in col. 40 of Table II.l indicate that the village under 
study register~d much higher rat~ (130) of density 
of popul~tion than that obtainyd in the case of police 

4--480 RGT /88 

1961 Census 1971 Census 1963 SurveY 1985 Survey 

2 3 4 5 

903 991 

966 1,016 

846 950 

869 720 

987 983 1,007 99. 

920 896 

862 885 

~{lat!pn leyel (21) ~ di.stljct lev91 (22); Similarly 
~nng 1971 census, the ,,:Illage Ph~ngiangre regi§tered 

highest rate (82) of denSIty 'of po])illation against the 
r~te as obtained in the police station level (38) dis
tnct level (3{). and four sR~ected ,villages Two v~
lages n~mely Nlz-Rongkhang (to): and kongmanpi 
( 6) regIstere~ fa.r below ra.te of d.ensity of popu1ati~ 
th~~ tha~ of distnct ~nd polic~ statIon averages. Main
tammg Its past trend the vIll~ge Fhongjangre under 
study _~as returned a much, hIgher (154) density o.f 
po~ulatlOn iij. 1985 survey than tb~t (81) obtSlinW 
dunng 1963 survey. ' 

Marital Status 

. The survey figures of bo.th 1963 and 1985 are given 
m. t~ble. No. II.4 and 11.5 respectively to. show the 
~ilst~lbl!lIon ~~ pers.o.~. ~y age, sex, educatio.n and 
mantal status. Age-group1Dj! is done as per 1963 sur
vey report. The study o.f these. tables shows that 
52.1~%, 46..3~,% a9.4 1.45% 'of the maleswere never 
marne.d, marned and widowed during 1963" survey 
as agamstl 53.10%, 44.19% and 2.71 % during 1985 
survey respectively. There is, therefore, no. significant 
variation in the proportion of males beloging to. differ
ent marital status during past 2 decades. As regards 
the females, 52.92 % reported to. be never-married as 
per 1985 survey ;:_ts against "48.91 % during the earliClr 
s~vey. The ~rc~t~ge of married females has ~lil!ht
ly declined hi 1985 (44.36-%) from that in 19M 
(46.05%). The absolute number of wido.wed fema~s 
though being the ~alp.e the percentage to. the total {¢.. 
male population sQrveyed shows a sharp fall (2.'n%) 
in 1985 over tha~ in 19{)3 (5.04%), - " 
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TABLE n'4 

DiStributionof persons by age, sex, education and marital status (No. of Households surveYed-95) 1985-Sur'l(ey 

Educational i;cl 0---14 15-24 

Never married Married Widowed Never married Married Widowed 

M F M F M F M F M F M F --
I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Literate 
Illiterate 37 43 23 30 1 19 

Non,formal . 
Formal . 42 SO 8 12 

Primary -
Middle 
Mattic & above -' 
TOTAL 79 93 31 1 19 

--------------------------------------------------~------------,------,~------------

TABLEn.4 

25-59 60+ 

Never married Married Widowed Never married Married Widowed Total 

M F M F M F M F M F M 

14 is Hi 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

'22' 1 88 90 4 5 22 4 3 

It 
, , -1 ) 1 

2 1 
27 1 91 91 '4 S 22 4 3 

, TAB'-'En.S 

Distriblltion of persons by sex, ago, teducation and marital status. 

Age-groups Total Po'ulation Never Maniod Widowe<l 
married 

P M F M F M F M F 

'I 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 

Alt~ages, 277 138 139 72 68 64 64 2 7 
0;-14- 87 38 49 38 49 

15-24 58 35 23 34 16 1 7 
25-59 121 60 61 3 58 56 2 2 
60+ 11 5 6 5 1 5 

.1n 1963 surveY, Education wise this table was not prepared· 

F M F 

25 26 27 

2 200 194 

54 62 

2 
2 1 

2 258 257 

No. 01\ HoUSeholds surveYed-58 
1963 surveY 

DUterate , Literate Remarks 
without 
educational 
level 

M F M F 

11 12 13 14 15 

128 122 10 17 
28 33 10 16 
35 22 1 
60 61 
5 6 



(/) 
a. 
:J 
0 
a: 
c.!) 

z I 

0 
lrJ 
c.!) -

~ 
« 

(.) 0 
::J Z 
0 <C 
lLI 

X 
UJ 
V) 

>-m 

W 
-I 
0 
0 -X 

D 

w .... 
4( 
IX 
W .... 
-I 
-I 

>-
IX 
c( 

0 
z 
0 
u 
w 
en 
IX 
0 

U -IX .... 
c( 

~ 

.... -1 
::JW 
0> 
:x:W 
.... -1 -
~~ 
t.uz 
~~ 
0: .... 
wcC 
.... u 
-:::I 
-10 

w 

17 

o 
CO 



50 

is 

MARiTAL STATUS 
BY 

8ROAD AGE- GROUP AND SEX 

UNMARRIED • MALE FEMALE MA LE FEMALE MALE FEMALE 

BCIJ •• 
AGE-GROUP 

4QJ 
~ 70 ~ 
~&ABOVE~ 

55-69 •• 

35-44 ••••• 1 
~30-34 

_'2S-29 .a .. 

• 

~26-24 L~-:~~CI~~~~:CI::>~_. 

'-15-19 ........................... 

_ 10- 14 1:::::::::::::-_:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::f 
_ .......................................... . .. ......... , .............................. . 

40 30 

_ 5-9 [~~~~:~~~:~:~~~~~::~:~~d 

~ 0-4 k~~:;;;i>;~~~~::;:~~::><1 
20 10 o o 10 20 30 40 

+-------- PER SON S 

(SOURCE 1985 SURVEY) 

so 



tn the ag~group 0-14 all males and females \Vert 
found unmanjed during, bo._th the surveY$. ,~ 

In the age-group 11-24 amongSt the males all 
dcepting one we!"e found never-married during both 
tl).e s'Ur~ys. Ho\V(:ver, ~ongst the fe!llales 7 oot of 
23, (30.43%), were mamed as pet19§3 survey where
as during 1985 ~rvey 19 out 'of 61 (31.15%) femaies 
were miirried. There was not! a single wido~ or 
divorWr persons in 'this 'age-group du'ri~g 'botb tpe 
s'ltrVeys. 

, As regards ;people belonging to age-group 2~-59 
a vast majority of both males and females (male 
96.67%, female 91.80%) reported to be married 
during 1963 survey. The present survey reveals that 
91 males out of a totta! of q2 (74.59%) in tllis age
gJ;OUp. are m_arried. l:(o~ever amongst the temal~§ in 
this age-group a higher percentage (93.81 %) are 
found to be married durfrlg, the (~~etft Stirvey.'· O!,\e 
female in this age-group Wb,o is neVer married -w'as 
found to be physically handieapped: 

19 

Amongst tne old (60+) all males were found nlarrl
ed in 1963 survey as against 88.00% duriJ:l.g the pre
sent survey. Only 16.66% ~ the females belonging 
to this age-group were found married in 1963 as 
against 66.67% found during' present survey. ' 

The table II.s shows Jhat 31.41 %, 20.94% 
43.68% and 3.97% of the population surveyed in 
1963 ~longed to the age-,groups a-=14,-15-24, 25-
59 and 6Q+ respectively as against 33.40%, 18.06%, 
42.52% and _6.02% during 19~~ which Clearly indi
cates that the proportion of people in the age-group 
60+ has registered a rise of about 51.64%. There 
is no !1oticeable change in the propOrtion of people 
belongmg to other age-groups. Enquiry during idd 
survey revealed that a frequent visit of malaria and 
enteric f,ever used to take a heavy toll of lives. But 
the village is now free from such devouritig attack of 
epidemics and tbi,s has probably-contrlbuted to the 
longevity of the villagers. 

'i'aweD'6 

Distribution of HoUScholds<lla9Sified by Caste/Tribe/Community of Head of Household and AVerage Educational Score 

caste/Tribe/Community Number Population 
of 
hOuse-
hold 

p 'M 

1 2 3 4 

MIKIRTRIBB 95 471 241 

S8 258 Ip2 

. ,,, --
Educational Score 

The cumulative scores of all the indMduat males: 
abtf lfemalds are divided by the total number of males 
and females -respeCtive~. Thus the awrlige educa
tional score is obtain'ed for the total, population. 
Table II.6 shows the cUmulative as wen 'as ttverage 
education score of the surveyed population. 

From the table it is observed that both males and 
females Of 1'985 'surtey ;atfuin higher aVerage cduca
tiOJlal 'S(;ore in oomwison t{) those Qbtaiued <luring 
1963, suryey. This is ~ confonWty to our earli~r ob
servation that '(>veran literacy rate in case of both 
males an(1 femalek has registered significan.t rise over 
the last two 'decades; 

N ou-enrolment in School 

'The :extent of parent's liwareness of the importa,lce 
of schooding their childlfen tan gauzed by exami .. 

F 

5 

230 

116 

AVerage Educational Score Remarks 

Per head Per HousehOld 
: 

P M F P M F 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

0'27 0·26 0'28 1'35 0·67 0·68 1985 
SUlft1 

0'10 0·08 0'13 0'47 0'17 0·29 1963 
SurveY 

ning the position of enrolmenLQfchildren in the school
~oing age as shown in the table II. 7. Out of 95 
households surveyed during 1985 for the re-study, 63 
households representing 66.32 % have children of 
5-14 years of age. Out of these 63 households 34 
households .( 53 .?7 %) register defaulter in -enrolling 
some of ijlelr chIldren. Th~ reason behind non-enrol
ment is low-income (18 households) coupled with a 
feeling of unawareness (16 households) to send their 
children to schooL 

Child~n drgpping out of school belong to the fami
~y of, cultivators o~y. Only male children numbering 2 
In Class II and 2 m Class III in the age.,.group 10-14 
years wer~ found to have discont~nued Jheir study. 
Our enqUIry revealed that those children were motiva
ted to do so in ord_er that they could be of help to 
their parents in the field as well as other household 
works. -, 
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TadleU'7 

Households Defaulting in Enrolling school-going children classified by Caste/Tfibe/Community of Head of Household 

CastefI'ribe/Com
munity of head of 
Household \ 

1 

. MIKlR TRIBE 

Number of households Number of hoUSe-
having children of school- hOlds with only 
going age (5-14) male children of 
~-------- school-going age 
Male Female Male and falling to send 
only only & them to school 

2 3 

16 19 

Female 
both 

4 

28 

5 

8 

Number of house
holds with only .' 
female children of : 
school-going age 

and failing to send 
them to school 

6 

7 

Number of.pouse
holds having both 
male ~nd female 
children of school
going age and fail
ing to send both 
to school. 

7 

(1985 Survey) 

Number of house-. 
holds having both 
male and female 
children of school
going age and fail. 
ing to send some 
of the male and 
female children to 
school 

8 

3 

(coutd.) 

Number of households 
with both male and 
female Children of SChool
going age and failing 

Number of households 
with male and female 
children of school .. 
going age and failing 
to send some of the 

Number of households Number of lwUSeholds Remarks 
with both male and . with both male and 
fomale children of female clli1dron of 
school -going age and school-going age and 

to send male children 
only to school 

failing to send only female failing to send some 
male children to school children to school of the female children to school 

9. 10 

10 

The differeJ;lces in respect of literates in both the 
eurveys have been significant. The percentage of 
literates recorded in 1985 survey for the total popula
tion and males shows almost threefold increase over 

11 13 

6 

that recorded in 1963 survey whereas female literacy 
obtained in 1985 su,rvey is almost double than regis
tered at 1963 survey. The following table II.B exhi
bits t@ per'!CI!tages recorded in both the surveys. 

TableU·.8 

Comparison or Literlley rate during 1963 cI 1985 ~urveys 

Persons/M!Lles/Females Literacy rate or 1963 SurveY Literacy rate of 1985 Survey Remarks 

1 2 3 4 

23'50% 1963=58 I 

H/Hs. Surveyed out of 8IH/H. 
9·75% Persons 

MaleS 7 '25 % Z2 '48 % , 1985 ... 95 
H/Hs. 

Females 12 ·23 % 24 '51 % SurveYed. 
--~~~------------------~~--------------~~----------~-------.-----

COII1,ing tq _!he state of literacy in the village it is 
found that 128 out of 138 males (92.75%) in 1963 
and 200 ~ut -of 258 males (77 .5! %) are illiterate in 
1985. Amongst the females 122 out of 139 (87.77%) 
in 1963 and 194 out of 257 (7~A9%) in 1985 are 
,illiterates. 

These figures distinctly show a decline in the pro
portion of illi_terates in the village over the ~adeS'. 
Conversely w:,e can say that there has been a: marked 

increase in the number 9f literates in this village. A 
growing I!_wareness about the many-si~ benefits, one 
can deri~ from acqui!ing some, degree of education. 
has contributed to this increas~. The incentive giyen 
to the villagers by way of fJ;ee gifts of boo~ for pri
mary education is another contributory factor towards 
the increase o( literate poPulation. An interesting 
feature to be noted here is that during 1963, survey all 
excepting one feJ!lale literate, were in the age-group 
0-14 whereas the present survey recorded 92 out of 



121 literates in the age-group 0-14. In the absence 
of figures of literates by e4u~ational ley~l in case of 
1963 survey no compapson Q_f th~ figures of the ~o
pIe having attained the level of middle and matric and 
above as recorded in the present survey. can be made. 

As per report of the Head Master, the enrolment 
of the school is not very much encouraging taking into 
consideration the total num~r of boys and gir~~ in tjIe 
school-going age. The survey reports of all the 95 
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households reveal that only 38 boys and 50 girls are 
the students of th~ school as again~t the 1lOtal 62 Il\ale 
and 66 females belonging to the age-group ~-14 

years. The school is a well-l>uilt one with spacious 
compound and two teachers are engaged to impart 
educat~on. Both the teachers belong to the village. 
Enquiry during the survey reveals that the role of these 
teachers in educating the illiterate inhabit~ts of the 
village is not ~t all praiseworthy even though they are 
highly paid. 

Table n'9 

Enrolement of students 

Years CIassA ClassB Class I Classn Class ill Class IV Total 

M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

1 2 3' 4 5' 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

1980 30 20 12, 12 10 8 10 12 10 5 10 5 82 62 
1981 32 15 15 10 9 15 9 9 16 16 8 9 89 74 

" 

1982 30 15 18 10 15 10 10 8 12 8 10 5 95 56 

1983 30 25 20 15 10 11 16 9 15 10 15 5 106 7S 

1984 ' ,,' 25: 10 20 10 6 7 8 9 10 7 4 5 73 48 

Pb6ngjangre L.P. School. 
~-

Source " 

Table n.l0 

Distribution of Students attending PrimarY course by broad ase-groups 

Age grOUP 

1 

5-9 
10-14 
15+ 
TOTAL 

Source: 1985 SurveY. 

The : table II.9 clearly supports the views e!lunciat
ed in the foregoing paras. The enrolment m Class 
cA' has gradually come d~W!l from. SO pupils in 1980 
to 35 pupils in 1984. Siimilarly, m· Classes I, IT, III 
an.d IV also the numbers of pupils present a sad spec-

Total Number of Students 

P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

50 27 23 30 18 12 
78 3S 43 58 20 38 

343 179 164 
471 241 230 88 38 50 

tade. The ultimate output of the school is far from 
satisfactory 8§ is evident from the fact that there is 
a large scale drop out ftom the classes and thus the 
number of students in Class IV shows a sharp decline 
from that in Class A during ~U these years, 



From the table II.lO it is fQund that only 38 male 
and 50 femille pupils are attending tlhe school against 
a total of 62 males and 66 females in the age-group 

5-14 years which is normally considered to be the 
school-gping age. 

Pop~lation c{)fltrol mOQSUres, attitude, "nd practices :. 

Enquiry during t!h~ survey revealed a general ~ware
ness amongst tm married persOns to raise a small fami
ly. lJllt wh~n asked a,bou. the size of the small fami
ly most of them. opine,q that 1ih~ si$e should be five 
excludi!lg the paren_!lS. . . 

Table II'n 

Hous!}hol<h reporting desirable numb~r of sons & daughters further classified by Religion, caste/Tribeand education of Head ofhousehotd 
(1985 SUtvCoY) .. 

~-.. --.. --'~--'------""'_-'~---
Religion and caste/Tribe Educational status 

1 2 

Religion: Animism Illiterate 

Tribe : Mikir Literate but below matric 

Matric and above 

Total No. 
of house

holds 

3 

92 

2 

1 

No. rePorting as desirable 

Children numbering for 

ProsPerous and 
happy life 

Help of household 
work 

Son 1 + Sons 2 + Sons 3 + Any No. 

4 

6 
(6 '52). 

-

Daughter Daughter Daugthers 
112 

5 6 7 

11 34 41 
(11'96); (36·p6) V!4'56) 

1 1 
(50 '(0) (59·00) 

1 
(100 ~OP) 

~---~,------~--------------------------

The table 11.11 shows that households (81.05%) 
desiring sons and daughters 5 and above are the 
highest. Maximum such households 75 (81.52%) 
fall in illiterate section. Their expectation to have 5 
and above children is 110 have help and assista~e in 
their day to day household work. Number of house
holds who want to lead a happy and prosperou.s life 
are 18 (18.95%) gnly. Number of households d~sir
ing one son and one daughter is 6.52% to tota! il!_ite
rate household and thus 11.96% for 2 sons and one 
daughter; 36.96% for 3 sons ~nd 2 daughters" aM 
44.56% for 5 and above among 92 illiterate l}ouse
holds. Among the households belongi.ng to literate 
section 2 households (66.67%) out of 3 households 
desire 3 sons and 2 daughters and 1 }).c;>usehold 

(3:3.33%') desires only 2 sons and 1 daughter. This 
in turn eN:hibits tlteir aspiration 10 have their desimble 
number of children. While they wer~ informed for 
the approved size 6f the . small family they' pleaded 
that in a cultivator's family manpower was the prime 
requisite. As they are the staunch believer of ani
mism, they fear loss of live at every moment. The 
old generation has the knowledge of use of certain 
herbal :plcdicines available in the village as measU.Ies 
for birth control. This being a very sensitive issue 
not much information could be elicited from the 
womepfolk. However, efforts were made to get as 
mUeh'lnJo.mnatJon as possible by way of discussion with 
about 5-10 e_lderly married women concerning their 
attitude and praetiees of family planninj. 

Table"n'l~ 

Knowledge a1!lOlllt Family Planning measures as t:elated to Education, Religion, Caste/Tribe of informant 

(1985 SurveY) 

Religion and Castel Tribe of informant 

1 

Animism and Mikir Tribe 

.~------------------~----------------------------------Education Status 

Illiterate, literate upto matric 
and above 

2 

Illiterate 
Literate but below matrlc 
Matric and above 

Total No. 

3 

~ 
.2 

1 

Number of Persons aware of 

Possibility of Family Plan~ 
prevention of ning measureS 
birth 

4 5 

1 7 
2 2 
1 1 

(' 



The table n.12 has indicated that out of the total 
92 (illiterate) households only 7 pe.!sons have the 
knowledge of family planning measures such as Nirodh, 
Contrac~ptivy oral tablets etc. In the remaining 3 
households who fall in the category of having literate 
persons return positive information as to the know
ledge of prevention and measures of family planning. 
Thus 8 persons reported to have used Nirodh and 2 
persons have administered pills. Out of these 10 
persons 8 are males and 2 are females. All the 8 
m.ale per~-Qlls re~d t9 have used only Nirodh. Of 

, which ~me person belong to the age-group 20-29 arid 
the other 7 m~es belong tb 40-49 years of age. Of 
the ,two females who have taken pills fall in the age
group 20-29 and 30--:.39 each. Only ten ~rsons 
responded to have sufficient knowledge about the 
m,odern devices such as Nirodh, Contraceptive oral 
tlablets ~tc. but adopting only one device ofl them. 
Ablongst th~ young married couples one married man. 
confessed that by use of Nirodh he was not attainin1,! 
full satisfaction. It is felt that tiley consider adoption 
of famillY plavning met1!_ods ,as an apt a~ai1)st religJ.Qn. 
Also there is a general belief amongst tllem th~tl the 
adoption of these devices affect the health of the liv
ing children which is a gro!,s absurdity. Howe;er the 
Iil'\lkage size of the family now stands at 5.42 as per 
1!}85 survey report. 
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Birth and death statistics : 

As regards collection of birth and death statistics at 
the referrent village it may be mentioned here that the 
registltation of bigh and death Act 1969 (Govt. of 
Assam) and notifica!ion No. HLB 221/77!7 dated 
1-3-78 did not cover Mikir Hills (Karbi Anglong) 
and N. C. Hills districts and hence compulsory regis
tration system of birth and death was not in. force in 
these districts. However the Gaonbura who is appoin
ted by t-l1§ District Council Collects data on birth and 
death of the village and submits the same directly to 
the District Council as a crude information and there
fore no s!lch record is readily available with him. On 
our further enquiry at the District Council level it is 
found that such data are not compiled at village level. 

Treatment of disease, sanitation and hygienic habits : 

I Diseases are there every where. But the Karbi Ang
long district is specifically known as the Malarja, Ty
phoid (Prapjin aadeso) and leprosy dominated area. 
Althollgh malllIia has been report~qIy eradicated, peo
ple still are found to be suffering from malaria here 
in ths district with no exception to this parficular 
village. Typhoid is also taking toll of some lives in 
the village. However the brunt of both the diseases 
are in the wane. Leprosy is a disease to be found 
in almost every part of the district. 

~ableU'13 

. (4uses of death, particulars of diagnosis & treatm3nt showing time of death classified by Religion. Caste/Tribe/Community of Head of 
. Household 

(1985 Survey) 

Religion and Castel Sex of No. of death during less than 10 Years No. of death during 10+Years Total 
T1;ibe/Community of deceased 
hetld of hOUSehold (Male! Malaria and was Typhoid and was Cholera and was . D~entery and was 

Female) treated by Persons of treated by persons of treated by person of treated by person of 

Local Allopa- Local 

Vaidya thic Vaiday 

I 2 3 4 5 

Animism Male 12 15 

Mitir Tribe Female 15 17 

Cause oj death : 

The causes of death reflect the environment to 
which they belong. Table 11.13 shows that Malaria, 
Typhoid, Cholera and Dysentery are the common dis
ea$6S in the village: When!he ~au~s of ~tlt ~r~ 
~~80 RW/8~ 

Allopa- Local Allopa- Local Allopa- (Male/ 
thic Vaidya thic Vaidya thic Female) 

----
6 7 8 9 10 11 

3 5 15 50 

.2 10 45 

graded in terms of death, Typhoid comes first and 
next to in order comes Malaria, Dyse.t:ltery and 

. Cholera. Most of the cases were treated by their local 
Vaidya with solitary exception of 4 cases su,ffering 

from Typhoid. This is healthy sign that villagers hav~ 
~ome forwarQ, for Allopathic treatmcIlt. 
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Tadle n'14 

Causes of death with celation to age-group and sex of deceased 

1i'otalof Below 3 yes. & died of 

(1985 SurveY) 
------------~3~~14.-~~ar--s~&~~~·ed,-of~ 

Dysente~L _ ~~_ Typhoid Cholera ~~~ 
M FM F M-F~~-F M F 

all ages 
Malaria Typhoid 

M F M F M F 
-----------

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
--------_ --=2----3---2----6--- 4 7 7 2 4 2 1 7 5 50 45 

4'44% 6'00% 4'44% 12'00% 8·89% 14'00% 15·56% 4'00% 8·89% 4'09% 2'22% 14'00% 11-11% 

15-59 Years & died of 60 + died of 

Malaria Typhoid Cholera ~nterY Malaria TyphOid Cholera ------M F M F M F M F M F M F M F 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
-_---

5 3 3 5 7 2 1 2 1 2 3 8 5 1 

6'00% 6·67% 10'00% 15'56% 4'00% 2'22% 4'00% 2'22% 4'00% 6'67% 16·00% 11'11% 2'00% 

Diseases that caused death to the villagers are 
Typhoid, Dysentery, Malaria, Cholera. The percen
tage of death in the age-group 0-14 is 54.00% male 
and 66.67% female of the total male and female 
population of the said age-group. Of the total male 
(0-14) 10.00% and 26.00% died of Typhoid and 
Dysentery as against 13.35% and 20.00% female 
respectively. Lives taken away by Malaria, Cholera 
are 14.00% and 4.00% in case of male (0-14) and 
in case of female (0-14) the percentage of death 
are 20.00% and 2.22%. 

Thus in the age-group 15 + years 46.00% male 
and 33.33% female against the pop,ulation 6f the 
said age-group had fallen prey to the devouring attack 
of Malaria, Typhoid, Cholera, Dysentery. Of the total 
percentage for both male and female in the ,age-group 
(15 +) 26.00% and 10.00% males against 2".47% 
and 13.34% females alone died of Typhoid and 
Malaria respectively. The percentage of death in 
Cholera and Dysentery is negligible. 

"Facilities of Treatment: 

Hospitals and dispensaries loca.ted at the district 
and subdivisional level are fighting hard to stop 
malaria IUld leprosy. Because of the ceaseless efforts 
these two particular diseases have been put under COll
itrol. The village being away from the dispensary 
now located at Hamren and its not havin~ proper 
communication facilities the sad plight of the sufferer 
is quite unconceivable. The government has put to 
service some primary health workers to serve the 
people in their dire distress. > But the inherent com
munication difficulties coopled with other reasons such 
as lack of proper accommodation even for a brief stay 
of such workers in the village have resulted in Jack 
of proper dischar.{!e of the duties of these primary 
health workers. Therefore the extent of assistance 
expected from a primary health worker is, according 
to the villagers, quite negligible.. Be it as it may, we 
tounq tbat ~ven tbe knowledgeable p~r$ons of the 

village are also not very keen to press tbeir demand 
with the appropriate authority for such assistance. As 
for treatment of diseases of any sort the villagers 
suffer a lot like those in most of the interior neigh
bouring villages. However, the villagers showed an 
inclination towards taking modern treatment of 
diseases instead of keeping themselves wholly confin
ed to use of herbs and shrubs available in the village. 
But the practice of using such medicines alongwith 
the offerings to Gods and Goddesses at the time of 
such sufferings lire still there. The villagers do not 
normally seek any medicinal treatment when one 
suffers from small pox (Dharam Aakeso) and chicken 
pox (Wang Frok Aakeso). They believe that the 
suffering is completely cured only when propitiation 
"of God is solemnly performed with proper sacrifice 
of animals and birds. The perfonnance of puja on 
such occasion entails an expenditure which can not be 
undermined according to their standard of living. In 
fact whenever any misfortune befalls them the 
villagerS! consider it to be wrath of Almighty and 
therefore make offering to Him and seek blessings of 
cure. 
~"'. 
~,~ 

In the field of hygienic habits and sanitation the 
village is lagging far behind. The most conspicuous 
unhygienic practice is the system of latrines (Phuber
kedo aahemp). They all live in a house with raised 
platform made of bamboo which is known to them as 
'Hemp Thengsong'. Provisions of latrine is kept 
without any septic tank of hollow. Excretion is done 
only a few feet above the plinth level and the pigs, 
reared by every household, serve the purpose of 
sweepers. Drains and sewerage are never to be 
found in this village. The surrounding hills with 
numerous rivulets rising from neigh-routing hills offer 
good sources of water to the village. However water 
of these rivulets is not as good as that of other hill 
fountains. Moreover the village is situated in a sub
mountainous area with plenty of mosquitoes and 
other insects, Th~ viUage lsi picturesq\1\? put its 



climate is not suitable for health. Besides that, the 
rearing of goats ~nd pigs in large number and keep
ing them' below the plinths of the house make it all 
the more filthy. The house flies are seen in large num
ber in every household and these act as chief carrier of 
many diseases'. It is felt that the villagers are not at 
all aware of the harmful effects of prevalence of such 
pests and therefore evince no ~ffort to get rid of this. 
Total indifference on the part of appropriate authority 
to train the people about observance of even the basic 
norms of health, hygiene and sanitation has resulted 
in such deplorable condition of the village. It is felt 
that the villagers have got used to dirty drains and 
village rubbish. But then all these habits adversely 
affect their health. 

Recently the office of the Public Health Engineer 
of the State Govt. has approved plan for installation 
of two water reservoirs at the foothills of the village 
for storing rain water for use during the droughty 
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months. During survey a well was being dug at thi 
instance of the same depaqrnent. 

Migration: 

Cases of migration including seasonal migration are 
not found in the village. Migration by way of marriage 
is also very uncommon. Villagers are all homesick. 
Also the quantity of paddy and other crops they can 
produce is deemed to be sufficient to sustain them and 
as such they are not inclined to move out in search of 
more stretches of land for cultivation. These are pre,
cisely the rea~ons behind keeping themselves' confined 
within boundary of the village and they hardly feel 
encouraged to move out of the village in pursuit of 
any other gainful occupation. Table No. 4 and 5 in 
appendix indicate that there are not a single house
hold migrating from any other places as also that not a 
single member's birth place or last residence is diffe
rent from the village itself. 



CHAPTER III 

ECONOMY 

tn this chapter, we study various economic aspects 
of the village life with reference to the available re
jt)urces, the extent and manner of their utilisation, 
factors influencing the economic life of the village etc. 

Economic resources: 

Phongjangre is an agricultural village and fortunes 
of the people depend on the vagaries of nature. Land 
is one of the most important economic resources of 
the people as their livelihood depends mainly on 
cultivation. The lands may be classified into five 
categories such as land put to non-agricultural uses, 
barren and uncultivable land, cultivable land, cultivable 
waste land and land under forest. 

The land put to non-agricultural uses include the 
area which is covered for homestead purposes, play
ing ground, footpath etc. Barren al1d uncultivable 

lands are those which do not suit any cultivation over 
them. Cultivable land means the land under cultiva
tion whereas cultivable waste land signifies the land 
area which can be cultivated but is left fallow for the 
present. The land under forest indicates the area 
which is covered with forest and jungle trees and 
which is not included in the net area cultIvated. Th" 
pattern of land utilisation in Phongjangre during 1963, 
1971 and 1981 is shown in table m.l. Figures fur
nished in this table are obtained from Mikir Hills Dis
trict Council for 1963 and for 1971 and 1981 from 
Village Directory. Area and land distribution for 
1961 are not available. 

As cultivation is the prime source of livelihood .f 
the villagers a sharp fall in the area under cultivation 
over the decades does not indicate an improvement in 
the economic condition of the villagers. 

Table m'l 

Pattern of land uSe in Phongjangre during 1963, 1971 and 1988 

Use of land 

1 

Cultivable land 
Land put to non-agricultural purpOSe 
Barren and uncultivable land 
Cultiva ble waste land 
Land under forest 
All categories 

Land Utilisation : 

While comparing the land use data of 1963 
:survey with that of village Directory of 1971 and 
1981 Census it is observed that data furnished in 
1971 village Directory is quite irrelevant to the 
survey figure of 1963 and village Directory of 1981. 
In this connection it is to be recalled that in 1971 
Census the enumerator was reportedly asked to 
club a small village (Rongaigh) situated in the 
western fringe of village.-Phongjangre with the latter. 
This fact was ascertained from the enumerator of 

1963 1971 1981 ----_-
Area-in Percen- Area in Percen- Area in Percen-
hectares tage hectares tage hectares tage 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

115 '33 33·82 323·75 31 '25 74·86 22'42 
40'47 11 ·86 80'94 24'24 
40'47 11 ·86 307·56 29'69 
40'47 11·86 404'69 39-06 36-42 10-91 

104'41 30-60 141 '64 42'43 
341 ·15 100-00 1036-00 100'00 333·86 100-00 

1971 census who happened to be the Head Pandit 
of Phongjangre L.P_ School. The abnormal increase 
in area in 1971 census over that of 1963 survey 
and 1981 census is due to that clubbing of 
Rongaigh village with Phongjangre. The marginal 
decrease in area figures during 1981 census from 
that of 1963 survey is owing to the fact that the 
first ever cades,tral survey in the district commenced 
in 1966. 

With the increase of population during 1963-81 
a portion of the cultivable land as it existed during 
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1963 has been brought under homestead land. The 
area of non-agricultural land has obviously therefore 
registered an equal proportion of increase in 1981. 
Land under forest shows an almost equal proportion 
of increase in 1981 over tha.t in 1963 as the total 
loss of barren and cultivable waste land in 1981. 

The other reason that can be ascribed for the 
none too enviable position of the villagers is that 
the soil used for agricultural purpose is less fertile 
and cultivation cannot be carried out for more than 
tWice or thrice in the same plot. Hence the 
cu1t~vation has to be shifted to some new areas and 
the old cultivated plot is left fanow for at least 
4-5 years to recover its fertility. Thus every family 
suffers at some length. Also, lIngation facilities 
are. totally absent and use of modem tools and im
plements in cultivation is not known to the villagers. 

They are to pay a house tax annually instead of 
land revenue. Land is allotted to each household 
by the village council. This distribution of land 
is governed by Karbi Anglong Hills District 
(Jhuming) (Amendment) Regulation 1966, passed 
by the Karbi Anglong District Council. 

Forests occupy a major portion of the total area 
of the village. Forest lands are of two types (1) 
Unclassed State Forest which is used by the people 
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without any hindrance, (2) Reserved Forest where 
people have no right to utilise the forest resources. 

Demand of firewood has led to the wan,ton des
truction of forest growths. Practice of Jhum culti
vation also has contributed to large scale deforesta
tion and erosion of land rendering the whole area 
covered with only bamboos and grass with a few 
trees scattered here and there. 

Wild animals such as elephants, wild buffaloes, 
tigers, bears, deer etc. are common. Snakes, 
monkeys and rabbits are commonly found in the: 
forest. Different species of bamboo (check), Cina
mon (Thekicbing), Sonaru (Sonaru), Sal (Hai), 
Plaintain tree (Phinu), Mango (Tharve), J ackfruit 
(Jangphong) and many other valuable forest pro
ducts are found in the forest. 

Land-use pattern in selected villages: 

The table III.2 shows the land use pattern of the 
ten villages including Phongjangre, situated in the 
area of influence of Hojai town. The figures are 
presented from the 1981 Village Directory excepting 
the population figure in col. No. 4 which is as obtain
ed during the present survey in respect of Phong
jangre and in case of remaining villages population 
of 1971 census has· been posted. 

Table m'2 

Pattern of land use in Phongjangre and its neighbouring villages 

SI. Name of villages Distance Population of Land use under different types in hectares 1981 
No. with location from the villages 

code nearest Forest Irrigated Unirriga- Cultiva- Area not Total Land Per 
town- ted ble waste available area 100 po-
Hojai for cuIti- (Hectare) pulation 

vation 
~ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

1. Phongjangre (391) 64 Kms. 515 (1985 Survey) 141 '64 74·86 36·42 80'94 333·86 64'83 
2. Niz Rongkhang 

(392) . 55 Kms. 213 (1971 Census) 1100 '74 408'73 303 '52 323'75 2136 '74 1003 '16 
3. Baida (389) 63 Kms. 227-Do- 80·94 52'61 28'33 36·82 198·70 87·53 
4. Rongmanpi (390) 65 Kms. 129-Do- 602 '98 12 ·14 635'36 426·94 313·63 1991 '05 1543 '45 
5. Long Api (393) 34 Kms_ 195-Do- 89'03 101 ·17 28'33 133·55 352·08 180 '55 
6. Badong (386) 73 Kms. 407-Do- 1274'76 384'45 178 ·06 963·15 2800 ·12 687'99 
7. Longle Ethan 

(385) . 78 Kms. 315-DO- 1031 ·95 477·53 384'45 501 ·81 2395 '74 760-55 
8. Rongjanphong 

(387) . 71 Kms. 160-Do- 38'44 47'75 28·34 144·47 259·00 161 '88 
9. Rongganbong 

(377) . 60 KlU$. 514-Do- 20·23 4·05 21'45 14'97 4·86 65 ·56 12 '75 
to. Phtang (405) 45 Kms. 88-DO- 20·23 6'07 14 ·16 26·30 3·24 70·00 79'55 

Source: 1981 Village Directory. 



The land use p~tteril of the village Phongjangre 
as well as those villages within the area of influence 
of the same town has been shown in the above 
table. It is found from the above table that the 
proportion of land per hundred population (12.75 
hectares) is the lowest in the village Rongganbong 
which is situa.ted at a distance of 60 kms. from the 
nearest town and highest in case of Rongmanpi 
village situated at a distance of 65 kms. from the 
nearest town. Phongjangre's position in this respect 
found to be ninth which has only 64.83 hectares 
of land per 100 population of the village. In case 
of total areas the village has 333.86 hectares of land 
within its periphery and has obtained the sixth 
position in comparison to other villages. Only 3 vil
lages are there which have got a small part of 
their land irrigated. The irrigated .land has not 
been found in Phongjangre. The portion of land of 
this village that cannot be used for cultivation 
measures 80.94 hectares. The highest and the 
lowest area of land is found in case of Badong and 
Rongganbong village respectively. 

The distribution of land in a village is governed 
by the Karbi Anglong Hills District (Jhuming) 
(Amendment) Regulation, 1966, passed by the 
Karbi Anglong Hills District Council. According 
to this regulation, jhum land is restricted to one 
particular area for a village which may be selected 
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by the villagers in consultation with the 'Sarthe' of a 
village. If any disagreement arises about selection 
of jhuming site among the villagers, the 'Sarthe' 
refers the case to the District Council and the deci
sion taken in this regard by the latter is final. Indi
vidual plots within the area may be selected by the 
people themselves in consultation with the 'Sanhe'. 
The District Council reserves the right of disposing 
of the felled stuff in jhum area in any manner it 
considers suitable ~ithout interfering with fihuming 
The villagers shall be jointly or individually respon
sible for any dan]~lge t9 the areas not meant for 
jhuming. Jhum lands are generally marked by the 
owners with a boundary in tll~ nature of a fence 
or drain or mark and the 'Sarthe' will see that such 
muk does llot encroach upon others' land. There 
is no restriction as to the sizes of the holdings allot
ted to the household but it dep~!1d3 upon the aMity 
or capacity of a family to cultivate. The households 
who cease to be a permanent resident of the village 
lose the right to retain lands in. the village. 

The table 111.3 shows the size of cultivable lands 
of the 95 households as was found during the survey 
of the village. The size of land which is not culti
vated for some reasons or other is not available as 
the villagers could not give exact figures in terms 
of hectares. 

Table m'3 

Distribution 'Of cultivable land 

Size group of holding 

1 

Less than 1 Hectare 
1 to 2 ·4 Hectares 

2 ·5 to 4 '9 Hectares 

No. of households 
having 

2 

60 
35 
Nil . 
95 

Total land Remarks 
(in hectares) ---------_ 

3 4 

35'48 
39'38 
Nil 
--------~-

74·86 
---~~--.---------

> From the above table it may be seen that almost 
all households have small holdings despite the fact 
that no land setHement regulation governs the 
extent and nature of their holdings and people are 
free to the extent of clearing as much jungle as 
possible to cultivate there with tlIeir traditional slash 
and bum method. From the table I1L1 it is seen 
that 36.42 hectare of cultivable waste land ~nd 
141.64 hectare of forest lal1d are there at the time 
of survey. Forest land here means un~lassed. state 
forest land which the people can culttvate if they 
so desire. 

Land reform measures are not necessary in the 
district because the land belongs to the community 
and only a simple permission from the village coun
cil is required fOf doi1!g cultivation in the traditional 
method. The village council, rarely, if at all, refuses 
permission to any of the villagers to do cultivation. 
Land is settled directly with the individual, either 
on annual or periodic lease. While giving settlement 
preferences are given in order of local tribal people, 
then hill tribals, other plain tribals and so on. Under 
'no' circumstances settlement is given to a non-tribal 
if he is not a resident of areas falling within the 



Autonomous District since 1947. However, our 

village is a 100 % local tribal village. Due to nOl1-
availability of data analytical discussion with particu
lar reference to the legislative and executive measures 
on forest and land is not felt possible. Mention has 

been made ~n earlier occasion that the villagers are 
steadfastly adhering to. their traditional occupation 
so the occupational mobility is quite negligible. 
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Type of Soil : 

The soil is poor and reddish in colour. The wet 
l<l:~ds are more fertile than those dry lands in the 
~1l1y areas. The hilly areas land is dry and cllltiva
tlOn can be carried out only twice or thrice and then 
again the plots of land are kept fallow in order to 
regain its fertility. It is due to the type and nature 
of the soil that the cultivation is not so successful 
as it is in the plains. The table below shows the 
type. of land of the village mainly put to cultivation. 

Table m'4 

Distribution of Cultivable land by nature of terrain 

Size group of holding Total No. Land by nature of terrain covered !:fysize group of holding Remarks 
of House- --~--~_~ __ ,_~~ ___ _ 
holds Total Upland Slope Flat 

1 
.. 

Less than 1 hectare 
1 to2 ·4bec. 

2 ·5 to 4 '0 bec. 

Cropping pattern : 

2 

60 
35 

Nil 

95 

3 

35 '48 bee. 
39 '38 bee. 

Nil 

74·86 

No de~te change has ~urred in the cropping 
pattern smce 1963. The villagers are all tillers and 
they are Stti11 adopting the age-old cropping pattern. 
Nature of land does not even permit changes in 
su~~ a remot~. ~ocality untouched by the barest 
mm!ID~ facilItIes of modem mechanised ways of 
cultIvation. The village is still not linked with 
roads. The environment is still what it was in the 
years past. The most important mode of land use 
in the village is cultivation of food crops only and 
that too varies from year to year depending on a 
number of f~ctors-the most important amongst 
others being the ~tent of rain and its timely arrival 
etc. The area of cultivable land, as obtained from 
Village Directory, shows a decrease in 1981 
(22.42%) over that obtained in 1963 (33.82%). 
As the data Ito exhibit the cropping pattern is not 
available, the comparative statement could not be 
drawn to justify the changes that occurred in the 
village. Decrease in the area of cultivable land is 
suggestive of having no change in this respect. 
Paddy is easily the most important crop grown. 

4 5 

25 ·28 bec. 
37 '38 bee. 

Nil Nil 

Nil 62'66 

6 

10 ,20 hee. 

2·OOhec. 

Nil 

J2'20 

7 

The other crops grown are cotton, maize and 
sesame. These crops are mostly grown in mixture 
with one another and therefore the total area of land 
put to anyone crop cannot be shown independently. 

Tools and implements used in agriculture : 

Th~ tools and implements generally put to use by 
the VIllagers for agriculture are described below in 
table ill.S. As most of the lands under tillage is 
hilly, the spade working of land is carried out first. 
It is then scrapped and dug with a hoe or pointed 
stick after which paddy is sown and seeds of differ
ent varieties of ,the season are also sown as 
seedlings. In the case of wet lands meant for paddy 
only, the plots are enclosed with mud wall of about 
one foot high to keep the water in the fields. When 
the field is ready the paddy seedlings are planted 
there. As soon as the crop is ripe, the ears are 
cut with sickle and brought to a convenient place for 
thrashing. The sheaves are thrashed out by beat
ing against a stone. Homestead gardens are also 
cultivated on a similar pattern as it is done in spm~ 
pther parts of the country. 
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Table 111·5 

Statement showing the agricultural implements available in the village with their local names 

Name of article 

1 

1. Dao. 

2. Sickle 

3. Mortar 

4. Pestle 

5. Basket (Big) 

6. Basket (Small) 

7. Knife 

8. Axe. 

9. Spade 

10. Sieve 

11. Plough 

Local nam~ 

2 

Nopak 

N uke-Ra.ngse 

Long 

Lengpum 

Hoton 

Ingtong 

Tar 

eho 

Ku 

Cherluk 

---... ~~----

Particulars 

3 

Steel with wooden handle 

Steel with wooden handle 

Wood 

Wood 

Bamboo 

Bamboo 

Steel with wooden handle 

No. of 
H/-Hs using 

Remarks 

4 

all 

all 

all 

all 

all 

all 

all 

5 

Reaping the harvest 

To husk paddy 

To grind paddy 

To keep paddy 

Do. 

SmaIl'dao' 

Steel with handle made {)f wood all To cut trees etc. 

Steel with bamboo handle all 

Bamboo all Sorting utensil 

Steel & Bamboo 14 

- -~.~-~---~--,-- - --~~--~---~-

Source: -Head Pandit, L.P. School, Phongjansre• 

Table m'6 

Statement showing the uSe of agricultural tools and implements by educational level oNhe head of the household. 
(1985 SurveY data) 

----------------Educational level of the head of the house
hold 

Nas. of Nos. of 
H/H H/Hs 

owning 

1 

Illiterate 
Literate upto Primary 
Matric or Higher Secondary 
Non-technical diploma & Certificate not 
equal to degree 
Technical diploma or certificate not eqwal 
to degree. . 
Graduate &; above 

2 

92 
1 
2 

The agricultural operation begins just after J anu
ary every year. The p~eparation of pl~s for culti
vation takes enormous tIme. Paddy IS generally 
sown with the first onset of rains in April-May and 
reaped in November-Dece~ber every year. General
ly the jungles are cleared ill January and allowed to 
lie till February-March when it is burnt up. The 
Oither crops are grown during winter season. 

The villagers are all t~i1lers and cultivator~ irre~
pective of sex. Their chief and only occupatlon IS 

cultivation. So excepting a negligible number~ all 
~re busy in cultivation. There is p.o <;>ccupatl()nal 

land 

3 

92 
1 
2 

Number ofH/Hs using 

Plough Spade Sickle 

4 5 6 

14 92 92 
1 1 
2 2 

Dao 

7 

92 
1 
2 

Remarks 
~---

Others 

8 
----

9 

The use 
of hus-
king and 
al.lied eq-
uIPm<:nts 

are not 
COVered 

tptder 
this.head. 

diversity aII_longst. ~em. Only five persons engage 
themselves ill actIVIties other than cultivation of 
whom three including a woman are teachers and 
two are working as peon in State Govt. offices. ' The 
percentage of workers in the village registers 
63.10% and the non-workers 36.90% of the total 
population of the village. 

, The division of labour in any Indian village is 
governed by many important factors. Some works 
are defined as masculine and some are feminine. 
Social status of a person also determines the type of 
work. But there is po s~¢h attitude atno~$t 1llem! 



Generally females perform the household activities 
suc~ ~s cooking, fetching water etc. Girls after 
attalllll1g puberty arc trained by 111,,::;: mo:":cfs to do 
household work~. Even a~_ the tjme c[ monthly 
men~turaI pollution the wOlnenfoll( carry out their 
routme works as usual. The females consider them
~elves to be n~ore or less equal partners in Iilaintnin
lUg the financIal standing of the household. 

Considering the extent of cu1tivabie land availahle 
in the village the manr;ower (\v(J;l~;b]e new ;11 the 
village is amply sufIicient. But introc1uction of 
modem methods and use of fertilisers to' enhc1J1ce 
,the vol.ume of ~gricultur~l produce is felt -'lCCes5~ry. 
O~erwls~ the Vlllagers With sole OCCUP,lt;OTI of culti
vatIOn WIll suffer economically in the days to come. 

The villagers are all cultivators and cullivat=on 
is carried out with their family workers. That is to 
say persons engaged in cultivation all belong to the 
family only. The habit of hiring labours is tot[l11y 
nil in the village. The males and females in a 
family go out to the field for cultivation and both 
equally share the works. There is no such system 
that a particular job will be carried out by either 
males or females only. In a word family labour 
occupies the most vital position in discharging any 
type of work of the household. It is relevant to 
mention here that even in case of erecting a house 
by any person entire village peopk come fonvard to 
put in voluntary labour and thus the necessity to 
engage hired workers does not arIse. 

The agricultural seeds are readily available in each 
and every household. In case some families have 
shortage of the inputs the fellow villagers help them 
with loans of the same which is given back to the 
lending household immediately after the next _ 
harvest. . 

D~'sposal of agricultural produce : 

Disposal of agricultural produces in markets is a j 
must for the villagers as this constitute their only ~ 
source of income. Fonnerly the villagers used t04 
visit Kandhuli market, now in Meghalaya, in a body 1 
to dispose their produce and buy the essential arti-~ 
des for their own use. They also used to visit;i 
Kolanga market located about 32 kms. away. But 1 
now-a-days they decline to visit Kolanga marketi' 
owing to rugged paths and other inconveniences.f 
The weekly visit to that market was very much 
troublewme and consumed much of their time. They~ 
now dispose both food crops and cash crops in the~' 
Hamren market. In comparison with the prices the,
agricultural produce used to fetch in earlier days. 
they are now eaming a handsome amount by dispos-"~ 
ing their produce in Hamren market, and thus theitl~ 
economic condition has somewhat improved. The~ 
present market at Hamren is providing them im-a 
mense scope in disposing and buying the articles ~ 
All sorts of articles are now found to be available.~1 
So by the existence of the market the vmage eco-j 
noroy has greatly been improved. The. price Ofl'~ 
paddy per quintal is Rs. 1001- while maize is~, 
Rs. 200/- per quintal, cotton Rs. 500/- per quintal,S 
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seSi'me Rs. 200/- per quintal. However, these 
rates are, far below the ra,tes for such items ill 
lJ1:lrkets in the plains. The absence of road com
lllun:.cQtiorl is accounted for such a low rate. Very 
oftcn customers from outside or neighbourina vil
bges go to this village to buy these articles'" at a 
much cheaper rate. 

The marketing pa~tern of the villagers has now 
changed. After estim,lting the required amount of 
paddj for th:cir consumpiJOa, c/ery family disposes 
:heir surpbs SLeek ill n~mren market and thereby 
they ':"1: now m:'ch L"nefitted in terms of cost price. 
And III rctum ,tey purchase other necessaries from 
the r.nrk,::~. ~o on'~ however could give any account 
of the cash crops which are disposed of in the 
market They are in the habit of disposing as much 
as would be necessary to purchase other things they 
need. The usual items offered for sale are paddy, 
maize, sesame etc. and the items they purchase are 
clothes, utensils, eatables, kerosene, salt, potato, 
clothes, utensils, eatables, kerosene, salt, potato, 
the vil1agers are inaccurate and found to be imagi
nary. 

Barter system : 

The relationship among the villagers themselves 
as also with neighbouring villagers is very much 
cordial. The barter system, which is now not 
elsewhere found with other societies as a general 
case, exis~ts in and around the village. The habit 
of mutual understanding of each others sufferings is 
praiseworthy and this has helped the weaker section 
of the people to tide over difficult times with the 
helping hand of loving fellow villagers. The amount 

· and quantity of any article received in the barter 
· system is returned at the time of next harvest when 

the family is in a position to do so. The prevalence 
· of such a system has much bearing on the social life 
· of the villagers. This has led the villagers to be 
~. honest, courteous and faithful to each other. The 
~ absence of thieves, dacoits in and around the village 
tis the result of such systems. In the field of .agri
i· culture everyone is cooperative. The phYSIcally 
~ weaker persons are generaily helped by. the vi1la~ers 
~in cutting and clearing the jungles for )hum cultIva
~tion in a wonderful spirit of cooperatIOn. 

IArea uncIer cultivation : 

· The area 'under wet cultivation decrease? from 
~1l6.85 hectares in 1961 to 74.8? hectares 1~ 1981. 
t~;There was no barren and uncultlVable la~d III 1981 
~ conmared to 41. 00 hectares fou~d dunng 1961. 
";;Thu~, the land put to non-ag~cultural purpos~s 
~ increased twofold in 1981 and SImultaneously cul~b 
iilvable waste land decreased from 41.00 hectares 111 

i> 1961 to 36.42 hectares in 1981. 
f} 

;~ The decreasing trend is well perceived in the 
~!field of horticulture and cash crops. The cotton 
~~productiO'n in the village has decreas~d to a great 
~'extent. The area in and aro!lnd Balthalangso P.S. 
~iwas famous for cotton produc~Jon and were exported 
.!ito Calcutta as told by the VIllage elders. ]3ut due 



to non-existence of supporting rate in the market 
the growth of cotton is on the verge of total C'xtillc
tion. The other products such as sesame. sugar
cane, maize, paddy Cjtc. are grown at the usual rate 
as before. Vegetables are grown for household 
consumption. The quantum of disposal of vege
tables is disproportionately low when compared to 
the availability of vast areas of land in lhe village 
for growth of vegetables. Villagers :.lre seemingly 
idle and they are content with their traditional ways 
of life. As stated earlier, agriculture is the most 
predominant single source of income and employ
ment in the village and hence backbone of tI'e vJllage 
economy. The ~ production of each and ~very ~rti
de can easily be increased and accelerated proVIded 
the following conditions are fulfilled. 

(1) Introduction and effective functi?ning o! the 
cooperative credit society; (2) IntroductIo~ of lIberal 
policy of the state government _i~ adv::mclIl.g . lo.ans 
for land improvement and SubsIdIes. f01: Im,gahon 
wells which will definitely revolutlO.l'lahse It by 

getting over the natural limitations in an upland 
area. 

Practice of jhum cultivation is in vogue from 
times immemorial. This has led the villagers to cut 
and clear jungles in an indiscreet manner. Various 
wild, animals lodged in the evergreen forests are 
gradullly disappearing owing to frequent attack by 
hunters and poachers and thereby driving the antimals 
to some other places. As told by the villagers the 
elephants who used to damage the jhum fields are 
now paying rare visits to the field and to the 
village. The areas of forest lying on either side of 
the village are far flung which provide ample shelter 
to the wild animals. The forests proyjde abode to 
elephants, wild buffaloes, tigers, bear.,. deer, snakes, 
monkeys etc. 

The forests are chiefly abundant with different 
species of bamboo, cinamon, sonaru, sal, plaintain 
tree, mango, jack fruit, broom trees, kecheroo etc. 

'fable III ,7 

Collection offorest proc!uce, Hunting a'ld collection of fuel, w.)oas, fiShing, Mining & qllarrYi~g etc. classifie.d. by Religion, Caste/Tribe 
and categorY of Member of Household undertakmg such activItIes 

Description of activity 

Hunting 

Fishing 

Mining & Quarrying 

Collection of firewood 

Religion! 
Castel 
Tribe 

2 

Animismis 

Mikir tribe 

" 

Male 
only 

3 

21 

1 

-.---------
Nos. of househOlds where the activity is undertaken by 

-----------.---.-~- ---------.-----------
Female Male & Children All cate- Others Remarks 
only female only gory of 

both members 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

70 24 

5 89 

-----. -----,--,------,---------.. ----.-~-----------

From the above table 111.7 it is clear that the de
mand for fire wood has resulted in wanton destruc
tion of valuable forest growth. Equally important is 
the requirement of wood and bamboo to build 
houses. The forest around the village is rich in 
bamboo. The forest reserves are potentially very 
rich which give a very good revenue particularly for 
the bamboo trees. The Kecheroo trees with the 
leaves of which 'Eri' worms are fed are found abun
dantly. The presence of different var~eti,:s of ~i~d 
birds is evident when one looks at the Ra]aroam In 
the house of Shri Cheng Ingleng-an elderly villager. 
This was prepared fifty years ago with feathers of 
various birds comprising not less than hundred varie
ties and is used at the time of dancing. 

Secondary occupation : 

The secondary occupation of the Mikirs is the 
rearing of livestock, Poultry, goats and pigs are also 
commonly reared either for .their food ~nd. c0!TImer
cial purposes or for ceremomal and saCrIfiCIal Impor
tance. Cows are not reared by the villagers at all 
and now-a-days buffaloes have been found inducted 
;into the village by some households for ploughing. 
The use of milk as drinks is not seen. The rearing 
of domestic animals and birds is done to perform 
some religious function -and for sale. These assets are 
helping the families economically. Beyond that no 
change has taken place in the life of the village~s. 
The table below is presented to show the trend In 
this respect. 
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Table IlI·8. 

Number of households rearing livestock 

Particulars 

1 

Buffalo 
Goats 
pigs 
Fowls 
Pigeon 
Others 

No. of households 
rearing 

2 

8 
34 

85 
89 
4 
Nil 

Besides cultivation and rearing of goats, pigs and 
fowls the villagers turn their attention to household 
industries only at times of need and that too during 
their spare time. However data or inform~~ion regard-

Total No. of livestock 
in the village 

3 

46 
167 

532 
1341 
14 
Nil 

Percentage of household 
rearing to total No. 
of H/Hs. 

4 

Remarks 

5 
...--.--.. -----~---- .. ---

8·42 
36'00 
89'47 
94'00 
4'21 
Nil 

ing the amount of production of each item of their 
household industries are not available. The follow
ing table shows the names of industries practised by 
the villagers. 

Table m·9. 
Household industries practiSed in the village 

Name of indulltry 

----'-.--------
1 

Weaving 
Blacksmithy 
Bamboo and Cane works 

Household Industries 

No. of H/H 
engaged 

2 

94 
6 

89 

Weaving, blacksmithy and bamboo and cane works 
are the only household industries in the village. 
Among these three household industries, weaving 
occupies the topmost position. Weaving is done by 
women which is an act of pride for them. Every 
household having woman member practises weaving. 
The industry is being run with the help of crude 
wooden loom (Petharang). The method of spinning 
and weaving is the same at that practised by their 
predecessors. Total household engaged in this in
dustry is 98.951'0. Almost every household pro
duces their raw material however scantly and in addi
tion 71.58% of households purchase Cotton thread 
from market. They produce their family requirements 
with sufficient quantity as reserve. Assistance in the 
shape of loan and implements etc. is still found want
ing. Weavers are expert in the art o~ pyeing speci
ally blue and red colour. The colouring ingredients 
are locally prepared by them. Formerly Cotton plants 
were grown extensively in that area but with the 

Source of 
finance 

3 

Self 
Self 
Self 

No.ofH/Hs 
th_It adopted the 
industrY in the 
course of last 
5 Years 

4 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 

No.ofH/Hs 
that adopted new 
implements 
during the last 
5 years 

5 

Remarks 

~-----

6 
----------

. Nil All these indus-
Nil tries are tradi-
Nil tiona!. --_-

availability of readymade Cotton thread at market 
Cotton plantation suffered heavily. 

Blacksmithy is also an important industry in the 
village and 6 households repo~·ted to have grasped the 
industry. In relation to what was its stand in 1963. 
survey (14 households) the industry has dwindled to 
a great extent and it is apprehended that it will die 
completely in near future. The reasons for the decline 
of the industry are that the new generation is quite 
reluctant to engage themselves in the industry and 
that raw materials are not available within their easy 
reach. 

The main implements are anvil, hammer, bellow 
and Charcoal. The first two items are purchased from 
market; below is prepared by them out of skins of 
animals and Charcoal is prepared by themselves. 
They generally produce knives, daos, sickles, axe, 
needles and hooks, spears etc. Of these produces 



knives, daos and axe are used for cutting of woods 
and household works. Sickles are used for cutting 
straw, rice plants etc. Needles and hooks are used 
for fishing while spear is used for hunting. Raw mate
rials are generally purchased and worn out iron 
spades, axe, etc. and the ribs of discarded umbrella 
etc. are collected for making various items. The 
helpers also belong to the family. They do their 
works only to meet their requirement of these articles 
and not for disposal in the market. They also make 
ornaments, girdles, bracelets rings when they re
quire. With the availability of imitation jewellery and 
ornaments at cheaper rate new generation has taken 
recourse to purchasing the same from the market in
ste~d of preparing these in their own houses. 

Basket making is commonly done by every house
hold to meet their requirement. The sizes of baskets 
are not equ~l. Some are of big sizes and some too 
small. They have no granary separately to keep 
their produces such as paddy, maize etc. They store 
them in big baskets. Baskets are used also to carry 
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water jars and to store clothes & ornaments. Mats 
are also made by them in leisure hours. In a word 
these traditional and indigenous industries are fast 
dyeillg out due to the increased use of cheap, stand
ardised products of modern factories. 

There are no such occupational or institutional in
dustry in the village wherein the villagers can engage 
themselves. So illustration in this respect cannot ~ome 
in so far as this village is concerned. 

Income and expenditure 
Data presented here regarding income and expen

diture are anything but accurate. This is due to the 
fact that the villagers are ignorant and illiterate who 
mostly under-rate the amount of income and overrate 
the amount of expenditure. Replies to question~ put 
to them as to how much paddy they consume per 
yer,r and how much they produce in the field have 
n;;ver been found consistent. Similarly, reported ex
penditure on different items other thall foodstuffs is 
found incoherent. The following table shows the dis
tribution of households by income level and their 
source of income. 

Table III ·10. 

l)istributi on of Households with reference to Income Group and aVerage Income from each sO'lrC~ in each income-group 

----------~-~-~,__ - ,_~- - -~- - ----- -- ....---- ~~-- ,........-- - - - - - --.~~-~------~---
Income Group (In rupees 

Yearly) 
Number of 
househOlds 

Service Agricultural Project Average for all 
househOlds in 
the income 
grouP 

Number of 
househOlds 
receiving income 
from the source 

AVer2ge income 
Per household 
of the house
holds deriVing 
means from the 
source 

Number of 
households 
receiving income 
from the source 

Average income 
Per househOld 
of the house
holds deriving 
means from the 
source _ _"'_"'__'_,_--,_--, __ --. --_._ ... _---._ .,..._-_._ .-.-~ ... -.--,_.--~--~--..... ---.-.. -----.----.--.--.-.~------_._-.. -_._-__. ___ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Up to Rs. 300 . 
Rs. 301 to 600 
Rs. 60 1 to 900 
Rs. 901 to 1500 
Rs.1501 + 

3 
36 
56 3 7503'00 

3 
36 
53 

850·00 
995·00 

1575'00 

850·00 
995'00 

1991 ·00 
-.~-------~--~--

Thus the average annual income per household is 
Rs. 1519.51 as against the 1963 survey report of 
Rs. 573.91. This is due to the higher sale price of 
the articles they generally dispose off in the market. 
From the above table it will be seen that the largest 
number of households are in the income group of 
Rs. 1501.00 and above and the minimum of only 3 
households in income ranging from Rs. 601-900/-

only. This table further clearly indicates that their 
income comes from cultivation only. Income from 
other sources such as weaving, bam_boo and cane 
works is nil and even if there is any, the amount is 
quite negligible. People are 110t aware of improv
ing the smaU industries to earn a handsome income. 

The following table shows the distribution of house
holds by income groups and nature of expenditure. 



Table III·l1. 

Distribution of Households by Income-grouP and Nature of Expenditure 
-------.~--.-------,..-.---___.----..---.__...---~.----....,..._.---~-------.,........----------. -.---. ------'--_...-~.-----

Number of households where exPenditure on 
Income-grouP 
(In ruPeeS Yearly) 

Number 
of 
house
holds 

Food in respect of 
total exPenditure 

Clothing in resPect of 
total exPenditure 

Land revenue in resPect 
of total expenditure 

Education in resPect of 
total expenditure 

Up to 26-50 51 + uP to 26-50 51 + uP to 26-50 51 + Up to 26-50 51 + 
25 % above 25 % above 25 % above 25 % above 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
---------.,..._ .. - ._----------_._---__ ... __ -.....----------_ .. _-_ .. ,._..----.,._---------._-_._._--.------.--_.-~-
Upto Rs. 300 
Rs. 301--600 
Rs.601-900 
Rs. 901 -1500 
Rs.1501 + 

3 
36 
56 

3 
36 
56 

3 
36 
42 14 

3 
36 
56 

16 
45 

---'~-_'_-_"'-'~-' .... ----- -------_.. 

From the above table HI.l1 it will be seen that 
the rate of expenditure is comparatively high in res
pect of foodstuffs and other allied necessities where
in all the households involve with the highest per
centage of expenditure in the range of 51 & above. 
In respect of clothing highest percentage registered 
is 26-50 where 14 households are involved. But an 
overwhelming majority of the households spend only 
less than 25 % of their total expenditure in purchase 
of cloths. Land revenue paid by every household con
stitute less than 25 % of their total expenditure. This 
is however a meagre sum paid to the District Coun-

ciI. Likewise, expenditure incurred on education by 
61 households is less than 25%. 

Employment and unemployment Depth : 

Most of the households with 1-3 members in a 
family having employment depth topped the list 
(56.84%). Next to it comes the hous_yholds having 
4-6 members in a family (38.95%). Lowest percen
tage (4.21 %) of households fall in 7-10 members 
family (Table III-ll). Minor workers (2 male and 
2 female) occur in the households having 4, 6 and 7 
workers family. Number of households having un
employed but seeking employment are found nil. 
(Table 111.12). 

Table I1I-12 

Distribution of households classified by Employment Depth (i.e. Number of workers in the Household) 

------- ,_ .. _-
"Number of Number of households by size and number of adults, having No. of workers noted Remarks 
work~rs in the in Col.1 
househOld 

All households 1-3 4-6 

2 3 4 

NIL 
1 1 (1) 1 (1) 

2 33 (68) 32 (64) 1 (4) 
3 22 (68) 20 (60) 2(8) 
4 17 (70) 1 (3)· 16 (67) 
5 11 (61) 10 (54) 
6 8 (54) 7 (47) 
7 3 (21) 1 (6). 

Total 95 (343) 54 (128) 37 (186) 

The highest percentage of workers concentrate in 
the age-group 15-59 and lowest in 0-14 years of 
age. Again the number of non-workers concentrate 
in the age-group 0-14 years against nil return in the 

7-10 11 and above 

5 6 7 

No. of adults is shown 
within parenthesis 

·1 (Male) Minor worker 
1 (7) 
1 (7) 2 (Female) Minor workers 
2 (15) 1 (Male) Minor worker 

4 (29) 

age-group 15-59. (Table III.13). The village 
constitutes of non-migrant population only with Karbi 
as their mot~r tongue. 
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TABLE m'13 

Caste/Tribe/Community All ages 

Workers Non-Workers 

Total Male Female Total Male Female 

2 3 4 5 6 1 

Mikir Tribe 325 163 162 190 95 95 

0--14 15--59 

Workers Non-workers Workers Non-workers 
.--- ------- -----_----_-_---_--

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 
----------------------

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 ]9 
-.-.--------.. -.--~,.---..---.---~--.-.-------.----...... ----,......_-----_.:~......--------

4 2 2 168 

Workers 
-------------------- _. __ --

Total 
20 

10 

Male 
---- 21 

8 

77 91 

60+ 

Female 
22 

2 

Among the category of non-workers fall full time 
students, depnedent and infant. Only 38 males and 
50 females are full ti.me student. Dependent registers 

311 ]53 158 

Remarks 

Non-workers 

Total Male Female 
23~-------~274-------~2~5~---~2~6~ 

22 18 4 

53 males and 44 females concentrating in 0-14 and 
60+age-group. Infants numbering 4 males and 1 
female fall in the age-group 0-14. (Table III.14). 

TABLE jill '14 

Distribution:of non-workers by Sex and Type of Activity 
--.. -- '-'~--'- -_ .. _--- -----.. ---- _._.,.._- .-- ---

Age-group Total Non-worker Full time Student ____ ._-----
---.----~----.~--------

T M F T M F 
-----~--- .. _-----_._ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
----------

0--14 168 77 91 88 38 50 
15-19 
20-24 
25--29 
30--39 
40--49 
50--59 

22 18 4 60+ 
Totai 190 95 95 88 38 50 

-------- ------- --.. - -.-----------.~---------.----.---- ------_._-_------. ----
-~-------.-------.---.- ._.---_._-_-_._--_ .. _-- ---- ---.-.. ---------.-

Dependent Infant Other (specifY) ------_--_--_._-_ .. _---- --- - ---.--.---~----.--~---- -.-------__ . ------'-_. 
T 

75 

22 
97 

M 

35 

18 
53 

F 

40 

4 
44 

T M F T M F 

5 4 

5 4 

Household Duty 

T M 

8 9 

F 

10 

---~----. -'~--'-'''''--

Remarks 



With the exception of 4 males and 1 female emp
loyee the rest of workers i.e., 159 males and 161 
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females profess cultivation as their employment 
status. (Table III.15). 

T~ble m·tS 

EmploYm~nt status of workers classified by Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community 

-------_----_--
Employment status Religion and Caste/Tribej 

Community ---------------------~------------- ----- ----------- -~--
Cultivator Agriculturallabour EmPloyer 

--~-----~--

P M F P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 10 

Animi')lU and Mikir Trib;! 320 159 161 
~----------_---------~~--------~----- -- -- -_-----_ - _--_----- ----- --_-- -------------_- -_-- -----_---
----------------~-------

Employee Single worker FamilY worker Remarks 

P M F P M F P M F 
-----~- --_-----_--_- _- ---_-_---------------

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Note: (I) Cultivator: We shall call them self emploYed agriculturist. 
Agricultural Labour: We shall call them empldYee of Self emPloyed. 

Occupation and distance from place of work: 

When the distance of place of work is considered, 
all excepting the cultivators have to traverse a con-

siderable distance. Amongst teachers two of them 
have to cross a distance of 1-2 kms. and one along 
with a forest-guard has to go 11-15 kms. to attend 
to duties. (Table I1I.16). 

TableDI·t6 

• Occupation and Distance from Place of work 

Occupation (Describe the 
occupation as per NCO.2 
digit) 

Numb;:r of workers whOSe place of work is at a distance (in Km.) of Remarks 
---------------------------_-------I.ess than 1 1-2 

1 

Cultivator (61) 
Teacher (15) . 
Forest-guard (66) 
Peon (35) . 

Leisure time activity : 

2 

320 

Hunting, listening to radio and gossiping are the 
only leisure -time activity of workers, Among the 

3 

2 

3-5 

4 

6--10 11----15 16--25 26+ 
---------_----- --------------

5 6 7 8 9 

--------_._---_._ .. --........--_._---------~- ---------.---_ 

cultivators a total of 13 males belonging to age-group 
25+years take to hunting and 6 males in the age
group 35+years spend their leisurely hours listening 
to radio. Gossiping numbering 51 females in total 
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engage themselves in leisure time and they all belong to the age-group 15-44 years (Table III.17). 

TABLE 111'17 

Leisure time activity of workers classified by Religion 

Religion Description of leisure Occupation 
time activity -----

Age and Sex 

14 yrs & below 15-19 Years 

P M F P M F 
.. _--....--. ............ _--

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
._---_.,......_-

Hunting 
Cultivator Listening to Radio 

GossiPing 12 12 
Teacher Hunting 

Animism 

2O-24yrs. 2.5-34YIS. 35-44yrs. 45-59yrs. 60+ ---
P 

10 

16 

M 

11 

P-Persons 
M-Males 
F-Females 

F P M 

12 13 14 

5 5 

16 20 

Role of bank &: money-Lender : 

F P 

15 16 

2 
4 

20 3 

As earlier stated, the presence of money-lenders is 
nil in the village. There might be someone who arc 
indebted to someone else but this cannot be cons
trued as professinoal money lending as no amount 
of interest is involved in such kind of transactions. 
Reportedly there is none who obtained any loan from 
any institution-government or private. 

The role of bank is totally absent. People are 
quite ignorant about facilities of loan provided by 
banks for augmenting and improvement of resources 
for their economic pursuit. Villagers when contacted 
in this respect replied in negative and they were found 

7-4~0 RGIj88 

M 

17 

2 
4 

F P M F P M F 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
~.-~-.-

6 6 
2 2 

3 
2 2 

not at all aware of the utilitarian services rendered 
by the banks. 

There is no cooperative society in the village. Even 
the people have no knowledge about the cooperative 
societies. So nothing in this respect can be moo
tioned. 

Our survey reveals that there is no great disparity 
in the financ;ial status of different households and 
they all stand more or less on the same platform SQ 

far as their overall economic condition is concerned. 
As a n3tural corollary therefore there is no tram fer 
of wealth from one to another. 



CHAPTER IV 

SOCIAL AND CULTUR~L J,.,IFE 

Social and Cultural Life 
As already stated the village is. sitl~ated on the t~p 

of six low hills each one of whlch 1S connected with 
the other by footpaths. The ~il1age is n~t a com:p~ct 
one. The nature of the famIly looks hke the JOInt 
type, that is all members of families of more than one 
brother dwell in a single house. 

House-types 
The houses and their types remain the same as in 

the previous survey. No change in the type of stru~
tures has been noticed in the present survey. BUllt 
with the usual materials as are available in the near
by forests, the houses wear a poor look.. The ~alls 
are made of split bamboo with no plastermg on eIther 
side. The floor is a raised bamboo platform suppor
ted by wooden posts with 4/5 ft: in hei~ht from ~he 
ground. The number of members III a tamJly determme 
the number of rooms in a structure. 

One special feature quite uncommon to almost all 
other Indian household is that no household in the 
village has a fencc demarcating the individual com
pound (Table 27 in the appendix). Per capita floor 
space occupied by the household ranges from 1 or 
less than one square metre to ] 6 .-j- square metres. 
Only one household( registers as having 1 or less than 
one sq. metre and another one as having 2-3 sq. 
metre floor space. Four households have 4-5 sq. 
metre; 26 households 6-9 sq. metre; 37 households 
10--15 sq. metre; and 26 households have 16 + sq. 
metre floor space respectively (Table 29 in the appen
dix). 

AIl the households have their own homestead land 
in addition to their cultivable land. Out of 92 culti
vators' family, 38 families re-constructed their dwel
ling houses within 0---4 years, 47 families have re
constructed within 5-9 years and the rest 7 house
holds in 10--19 years. The solitary household 
whOse head is professing as peon has constructed the 
house in 10--19 years. Thus, in Teacher's family 
one household was constructed in 0-4 years and 

the other in 5-9 years. The average ~ost of cons· 
truction of houses ageing 10--19 years IS Rs. 176/. 
while it is Rs. 207/- and Rs. 295/- for the houses 
constructed within 5-9 years and 0-4 years res
pectively. When the average cost of construction is 
currently valued, 10 house fall in the category of 
below Rs. 200/-; 65 houses in Rs. 201-499/- and 
the 20 houses in th~ category of Rs. 500/- and above. 
(Table 30). Further Table 43 presents the average 
cost of construction per house and. the ~verage v~l~e 
per house at present rate. Thus It faIrly exhIbIts 
that average cost incurred stands at Rs. 241/- per 
house and the present value of cOl_1~truction on an 
average is Rs. 348/- per house. 

Houses are all built of bamboo available in the 
neighbouring forests. Bamboo, thus, is the predo
minant material of floor, wall, door and wmdow. 
Houses have thatched roof which can be had from 
the bounteous forest (Table 32). The only pucca 
non-residential house with C.L sheet roofing is the 
village L. P. School. Again the households are 
classified by number of rooms and numbet of mem
bers (Table IV.2). O'ut of 95 households, 5 house
holds have 2 rooms; 50 households with 3 rooms; 30 
households with 4 rooms and 10 households 5 + 
rooms. The. number of members with 3 rooms are 
the highest and with 2 rooms are the lowest. Every 
household has separate kitchen. Bathroom and 
lavatory are not available in any of the households. 
They share with others in common in respect of water 
both for drinking and washing. Facilities of electric 
current are not there as per statistics presented in 
Table 48 in the appendix. 

In table IV.t, 95 households have been sub-djvided 
on the bas.is of strength of family members. Majority 
of the households (61.05 %) fall in the category of 
having 2--5 members in a family. Next to it 33 house 
holds (34.74%) have 6-10 members each and 3, 
households (3.16%) have 11 and above members in 
a family. Only 1 household (1.05 %) register a! 
single member family. 

Table IV·! 

Distribution of Households classified by number of members and place of birth of the head of house· hold 

(1981 SurveY) 

Place of.Birth of the head of hOUSehold Number of House holds having members 

Single 2-5 6-10 11 and Total 
above 

~--~ 

1 2 3 4 ~ 5 6 

Born in the village 1 58 33 3 95 
~ ......... --........-

40 



Households classified by number of inembers and 
number of rooms occupied : 

The table below (IV.2) shows the No. of occupied 
rooms and members of family which exhibits a fairly 
clear picture of living condition. Room here signi
fies the living rooms only. Of the total households 
5.26% households have 2 rooms, 52.63% have 3 
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rooms, 31.58% have 4 rooms, and 10.53% have 
5 + rooms for their living. Ten households having 
5 + rooms accommodate 84 total members; 30 
households with 4 rooms accommodate 187 persons; 
50 households with 3 rooms have avenues for 230 
persons and finally 5 households with 2 rooms arc' 
occupied by only 14 persons. 

Table IV·2 

Hous~holds classified by number of members & number of rooms OCCUPied by the Households 

--
Total No. of Household Total No. Total HoUSeholds with 
in the village of members No. 2 rooms 

----of 
M F rooms No. No.of 

of members' 
H/H 

M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

95 258 251 330 5. 1 7 

Dl'fss habits 

Our survey reveals that dress habits of the villagers 
as obtained in 1963 survey have undergone changes 
to great extent. The traditional dress are seen worn 
only on the occasion of festivals. The modern 
dresses like dhuti, long pant, shirt, frocks, blouse are 
in use now. Similarly the use of sandal as footwear 
mostly while! walking out of the village is due to the 
presence of a few literate persons who keep them
selves abreast with the neighbouring developed 
societies. Another reason that can be attributed to 
this change is the growth of urban characteristics in: 
Hamren after declaring it as Subdivisional !lead
quarter. Formerly the villagers had to visit the dis
tant markets for such items and as such were gene
raly averse to procure such items. But now Hamren 
has the shops and markets to provide these items 
easily to the villages. In the following paras a 
brief description of dresses and ornaments used by 
males and females of old and young age groups is 
given in an attempt to depict dress habits and life 
style of the villagers. 

The Mikir dresses bear similarity with those of 
the Khasi-Pnars. Thls is due to Khasi influence 
under whom the Mikirs once lived as SUbjects. 
'Rinkong', a piece of cloth usually wrapped round the 
loin exclusively by the males and 'Poho'--turban worn 
on the heads, are quite similar to those worn by 
Khasi males. Males use 'Choi' similar to the waist
coat with long fringes which cover upto the buttocks 
and comes round in the front. The males use 'Choi
kelok' resembling modern shirt and one 'Gamsha' 
equivalent to a towel. The young are seen wearing 
modern pant and shirt. During winter they use 
'Peinki' -an endi cloth to dispel severe bite of cold. 
Women generally put on a petticoat known as 'Peni' 
which is fastened round the waist with an ornamental 
girdle of old silver coins and now with beautifully 
embroidered cloth known as 'Vankok'. To cover 
the part of the body they use a cloth popularly known 

(1985 Survey) 

Households with Households with Households with Re-
3 rooms 4 roomS 5+roorns ' marks 

No. No.of No. No.of No. No.of 
of members of members of members 
H/H H/H H/H 

M F M F M F 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 11 

sO 118 112 30 89 98 10 44 40 

as 'Jerik' (Pekok). This cloth is wrapped tightly 
under the armpit over the breast. Now-a-days most 
of the villagers wear hali pant and ganji--if male 
and ftock and underwear if female. Women generally' 
comb their hair straight and keep tied in a knot known 
as 'Chubi'. With the exception of the old generation 
everyone, either male or female, is found to use rubber 
sandals as their foot-wear. It is easy to differentiate 
married females from the unmarried ones by their 
dresses. Married ones take one black cloth covering 
the body tied round the neck and wears silver ring in 
hand. 

Mikir people are also fond of wearing ornaments. 
Ornaments they wear bear fine workmanship. 
Although gold ornaments are there, silver ornaments 
are seen in exuberance. Ornaments used by women
folk are :-

( 1) Earring-Nothangpi 
(2) Necklace --Lek 

(3) Fingerrings-Urnam 
( 4) Bracelet- Roi 

Men usually wear 'Norik' equivalent to earrings. 
After attaining !)uoerty the girls usually draw a pecu
liar line with indigo colour aling the middle of tho 
forehead down the nose crossin,!! the upper lip upto 
the chin. Tattoo or 'duk' is practised by unmarried 
women only. No other part except tIle face of the 
body is tattooed. 

Food and drink : 

The villagers generally eat rice which is their staple 
food. They relish meat excepting beef. There is 
TI;)t a single houseilutd which rears cows. Some eight 
families are found to have reared buffaloes for plough
ing. The rearing of goa!:; and pigs me almost 
common with C\l~ry household. Use of milk for 
drinks and other purposes is totally unknown. 



The viilagers are addicted to a strong dri!lk which 
is prepared from nee and is known as <HoI". They 
also prepare some other kind of drinks from rice. 
The use of opium by the villagers is not found now 
Probably with the I'assing away of the old genera,tion 
the us~ of opium has become obsolete. Tobacco 
leaves are grown in plenty by almost every household. 
Bctclnut (Kow(:;) together with 'pan' leaf (bikul1) 
and lime obtained by way of Purchasing from the 
market are consumed to a great extent. In olden 
during journeys were made or the basis of the num
ber of betelnut chewed at intervals. 

Household goods: 

" The inhabitants of Phongjangre are very simple 
and that too' is manifested in' their household goods.' 
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They are all self-content with wha.t they have. Possd
sion of furniture and utensils of expensive 'luaJity 
is wanting in them. Only a few households are in 
possession of luxury and costly goods. No addition 
to the tally in respect of new household goods; agri
CYltural, hunting and fishing implements etc. is 
found over the preceding survey. Table IV.3 shows 
the possession of luxury and costly goods by the 
villagers. 

It is quite amazing to note that in the name Of 
furniture there is only one chair in the entire village 
which is used by a household residing in the village 
for more than 5 yeats. Bamboo mats niantlf~~
tuted iocally are a COlilrtioil sight and the logs of 
wood (Out to size of 'Murha' (a kind of stool) are 
almost commonly possessed by every household. 

TaMe fV·3 

Presence ot lUXUrY and costly goods classified by occupation of the Head of Household 

-----------------~. 

Tota.l 
HoUse
hold 

No>. of HeJUSeholds p03~(lSsing 

having Wrist 
nO luxury Watch 
and costly 
goods 

Table 
Clock 

Radio/ 
Transis
tor 

Gramo
phone 

--.. -.,-------~--'--- ._---" -----------
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
--------------------
Cultivator 92 87 4 
Teacher . 2 2 2 

p.-:on 1 1 

(1985 SUrveY) 

Remarks 

Camera others 

8 9 10 
.~------------------

1 

_-- --- - _----" -- ----------_- - --- ~-------___..-----____.-__"._,"""-~. ---"'_----_---'_..----------------_-

Table IV'4 

Size and aomposition of the Households 

-__.-----------~-... -~,------....;_-----~---........ .-------...... --(1963 & ~98S Survey) 
---... 

Year (,f Survey 

---------_ ... _---
-~_..--~-.----

1963 
1985 

--<-.-

,----..-~--~-----------..--......... 
4-6 members 

-__.----___.-~ 

H/H . M F 

--------,---
9 

38 
59 

10 

87 
143 

11 

f9 
148 

H/H 

12 

9 
16 

Total 
H/Hs 

Surveyed 

2 

58 
95 

H/H 

3 

7-9 members 

M F 

13 14 

37 33 
59 62 

Single member 2~3 members -----M F lI/H M F 

4 5 6 1 8 
-~ 

'11 14 17 
14 20 20 

-- --_ ....... ---_ ....... ...... _-...IiiioI_ . ....;".,_ 
10 + members Total population 

"---

H/H M F P M F 
---~-~----...~-

15 16 17 18 19 ZO 
----_ ........ ---.._-----------

277 138 139 
5 25 27 515 258 ;57 

,---------------------------~-----



ii ousehold composition : 

The size and composition of the households as 
revealed by 1963 and 1985 surveys are given in the 
table IVA. Even at the risk of repetition it is to be 
said her~ that during 1963 survey only 58 out of a 
tot~l 81 households in this village were sureveyed as 
agrunst cent percent coverage during the present 
survey. 

A study of table IV.4 shows that the maximum 
concentration of households during both the surveys 
was in the size-group 4-6 tnembets. The. number 
of households in this size constituted 65.52% and 
62.10% of the total hDuseholds surveyed during 
1963 and 1985 respectively. While not a single 
household was found to belong to the size class 
'single member' and '10 +' members during 1963 
survey, 1985 survey recorded one and five house ... 
holds respectively in these two size classes. Obvious
ly therefore a proportionate fall in the percentage of 
household belonging to other size classes was observ
ed during 1985 survey. 
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All the households are headed by male memhet 
only. Table IV.5 shows the distribution of members 
classified by age, sex and relationship to head of 
household. 

Highest percentage (36.84%) of head of house
hold registers in the age--group 25-44 and next in 
succession comes 35.79% in 45-59 years; 26.42% 
in 60 + years and 1.05% in the age group 
15-24 years. It is seen that sons and daughters 
are the only two primary relationships with the 
heads of the households and these two alone com
prise 44047 per cent of the total population. Son's 
wife and son's daughter are the two other relation
ships worth mentioning. 

Table IV.6 indicates that all the households are 
non-migrant. Of these 95 households 74 (77.89%) 
have adult male and female including minor male 
and fema~ children; 20 households (21.05%) have 
only adult male and female and the rest 1 household 
(1.05 %) is having only adu1t male. 

TabJeIV'5 

Distribution of Members classified by Age, Sex and Relationship to Head of Household where the head is Male 

(1985 Survey) ____ ' _________ ... _·_iJd ____ ' .... ·-___ .... 

~~~,_.~--~--.----~-------------
Number of persons who are related to head of househOld 

Age-group Son Brother Son's Brother's r aughter Sisters 
Wife wife 

Head of Wife 
the house-
hold 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
~--~--,--------------~---------------

. --.,------~ .. 

0-9 
10-14 
15-24 
25-44 
45-59 
60+ 
Age not stated 

Total --'-_._---

--
Daughcr's Sister's 
husband husband 

--
10 11 

1 

2 

Father 

12 

1 

1 
35 
34 
25 

95 

5 
59 
20 
4 

88 

Table IV.5 

21 
28 
26 
44 

119 

(eoutd.) 

1 
4 11 
6 12 

11 23 

Numb3r of perSJns whJ are related to head of household 

Mother Father's Mother's Other males 
brother brother 

Son's Brother's Unrelated 
son son 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

22 
6 

1 I(Male) 
4 
2 

-
7 28 1 I(Male) 

36 1 
34 
39 5 
1 

110 6 

---
Other Total Remarks 
females 
Son',.; 
daughter -----

19 20 21 

13 94 There is 
9 78 nOt a 

93 sing!eho-
160 usehold 
58 having a 

32 female 
head. 

22 515 



TablelV'6 

Distribution of Households classified by Migration status and place of birth of Head of H(i)usehold and Composition by Sex and Age 
status of Members (Minor upto Age 14, Adult 15 and Above) 

(1985 Survey) 

Number of households where composition by sex and age of members is 
Migration status and place of birth of head of - ______ ---. __ _ 
household Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Adult Total Remarks 

male and male and male/ female/ male and females 
female female males females minor and minor 
and minor only only male male 
~~ ~ ~ 
female Or female Or female 

--------------- ---------
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

A. Non-
Migrant 

Born in the same village 74 20 95 

B. Migrant I Born outside the village R 
in the Taluk U 

II Born within the District R 
in Taluk U 

III Born in other District R 
of the State- U 

IV Born in other State 
V Born in other Country 

VI Others including Unspeci-
fied 
Total 74 20 1 95 

--~-------~---------. .............. ---._.---..____ . . . 

Again the· table IV. 7 below clearly shows :the 
distribution of households according to family com
position and migration status of the head of the 
household. It is seen that households having self, 
spouse, unmarried sons and daughters Le. nuclear 
families alone constitute 57.89% of the total 
number of households followed by households of 
self, spouse, married son and son's wife with or 
without unmarried sons and daughters comprising 
16.84%. Number of households reporting other 
types of familv compositions is negligible. Five 
(5.26 %) households have self, spouse, unmarried 
sons, daughters with brothers or sisters. 

The table IV.S clearly reveals the type of house
holds. During 1985 survey nuclear family (57 h/h) 
registers the highest percentage (60%) and next in 
order comes 15 households (15.79%) of lineal 
joint family and supplemented nuclear (12 h/h) 
registers 12.64% other types of family are negligible 
in number. 

But during 1963 survey, there were 51 or 87.93% 
households of nuclear family and 7 or 12.07% of 
lineal joint family in the village. Not a single house
hold belonged to any other type of family. 

Table IV'7 

Distribution of Households Classified by Number of Relation of Members to Head of Household and 
Migration status of Head of Household 

(1985 Survey) 
_____ """""' __ =-I ~_-__ ~ _ ~--- _ ----~_,_ _________ ..._ _________ ___. ___________ _ 

Nature of relation of members to head of household Number of households where 
migration status of head of house
hold is 

Non- Migrant Total 
migrant ._-_._--_._---,-------......--- -----------,--------------

1. Self. 
2. Self, Spouse 
3. Self, Spouse, unmarried Sons and daughters 
4. Self, Spouse, married son and son's wife with or without unmarried sons and daugh

ters . 

2 

1 

2 
55 

16 

3 4 

1 

2 
55 

16 



Table IV. 7 (contd.) 

1 

5. Self, spouse, married brother, brother's wife, with or without unmarried sons and 
daughters • . .. .... .. 

6. Self, spouse, married brother, brother's wife, married son, son's wife withJwithout 
unmarried sons or/and brothers. . . . . . . . . 

7. Self (male) ,unmarried son/daughter 

8. Self(femaie), unmarried son/daughter 
9. Self, spouse with or without unmarried son/daughter and widowed father 

10. Self, spouse with or without unmarried son, daughter and widowed mother 

11. Self(male) unmarried brother/sister 

12. Other (Specify) : 
(i) Self, Spouse, married daughter, daughter's husband with or without unmarried 

sons and daughters 
(ii) Self, Spouse, unmarried son's, daughters with brothers or sisters • 

(iii) Self (male) married son and sons wife with or without unmarried sons and 
daughters. 

(iv) Self, spouse, unmarried sons, daughters, brothers, sisters with widowed father 
or Mother 

(v) Self(mlle) un.mrried br::>thers,' sisters and widowed mOther or father 
(vi) Self, spOuse, married brother, brothers wife with unmarried sons and daughters 

and widowed mother . 
(vii) Self, spouse, married son, son's wife with son's son, son's daughter and un

married brother 
(viii) Self, spouse, married son, son's wife with unmarried son/daughters and widowed 

mother . . . . . . 
(ix) Self, Spouse, widowed mother and unrelated 
(x) S~lf (mtie) mlrried SO.1, son's wife, m1.rried dau:hte'r, daughter's husband and 

unmarried daughter. . . . . . . . . . 
Total 

TableIV'S 

2 

1 
5 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 
1 

1 
95 

3 

1 
5 

2 

3 

3 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
95 

4 

Distribution of Households cla.ssified by ca.~te!Tribe-Commu8ity of Head of Households and Type of households 

Type of households 

1. Nuclear 

2. SUPPlemented nuclear 

3. Sub-nuclear 

4. Sjngle-Person 

S. Supplemented sub-nuclear 

6. Collateral joint . 
~ 7. Supplemented Col! ateral joint 

8. Lineal joint family 

9. Supplemented Lineal joint . 

10. Lineal-Collateral joint 

11. ,Supplimented Lineal Collateral 

~t2. Self, spouse, widowed mother and unrelated 
• Total 

(1963 & 1985 Survey 

Number of househOlds where head of househOld 
belongs to 

MikirTribe 

1963 1985 

2 3 

51 

7 

53 

57 
12 

3 

1 

2 

15 
2 

2 

1 
95 

Total Remarks 

1963 1985 
--------~-------------

4 5 6 

51 57 . There is no other 

12 Tribe/Caste/Com-

3 munity in this 
village 

2 

7 15 
2 

2 

58 95 



Net work oj Social relations centering birth, marriage, 
divorce and death . 

Birth 

The study as regards birth, marriage and death 
with network of social relations is based on the deli
berations recorded from wellknown elderly person
ages of the village. 

A pregnant woman is treated with respect in the 
society. All elderly women keep a keen eye over 
the pregnant woman and advise her to strictly observe 
the counsels of the superiors at least during 
pregnancy. Accordingly the pregnant woman abides 
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by the counsels of the elderly women both in pre
natal and postnatal period. The social relation 
amongst them centering birth is demonstrated in 
.naming of the newly born child known as 'Osbamen
keir'. Also the village elderly women perform the 
duties of 'dhai' (Midwife). Because of having so 
much cordial social relations the village women deem 
it as their bounden duty to assist the expectant 
mother in delivery of the child and no one entertains 
the idea of taking the expectant mother to any hospi
tal or dispensary. As soon as the child is born all 
including friends, relatives and village men ~ 
women visit the house' to offer their best wisnes. 
Sacrificial offerings are ,also made on such occasions. 

TABI,.EIV·9 

Restrictions and prescriptions of food and work connected with birth of 'child by sex of child. 

(1985 Survey) 

-
Religion and Number of births that 
Caste/Tribe occurred at 
of head of 

. Number of births where mother 
was subjected in respect of fOOd 
to 

No. of births where No. of births where Sex of 
mother was sub_iccted mother's speCially child 
in respect of work prescribed fOOd 

the household to was 

Father's Within Within Normal solid during Restric- Heavy Cooking Light Other 
place the the tion work during food food 

district state during during during during 
-----:"---~ -_ -_- -----'_" --

Prenatal Confine- Post- Prenatal Post- Post- Post-
ment natal natal natal natal _-_ -------- ... -----~~~------

1 

Ss Tribe 

2 

42 

51 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

42 42 

51 51 

9 10 11 12 

42 42 Male 
child 

51 51 Female 
child 

--.--.--~ ---~~--~----"--.-----

During the 1985 survey 42 cases of male birth 
and 51 cases of female birth have been re~orded. 
The births of all these children took place at father's 
place. There are restrictions in case of women during 
pregnancy and after delivery, During prenatal period 
rich diet according to the ability of the household is 
the rule and is strictly abided by the child-bearing 
woman. In respect of work women are debarred 
from attending to hard and strenuous household 
duties commencing from prenatal period upto quite 
sometime in the postnatal period. Also, during post
natal period light solid food is. prescribed. These 
restrictions and prescriptions were followed strictly in 
case of all the births recorded above. The imposi
tion has a definite role to play both in case of the 
baby and mother. Those educated and those who 
live in urban areas avail themselves of the facilities 
available in the hospital during delivery. Among the 
Mikirs there is no initiation ceremony. 

Marriage 

monogamy seems to be the rule among the Mikirs. 
It is only very rarely that one may come across a 
polygamous family. Strict observation of the normal 
marriage rules is enforced. In Mikir society there 
is no system of paying or receiving either a dowry or 
a bride price in the ordinary sense of the terms. But 
the requirement that the bridegroom will have to 
serve in the father-in-law's house for a specified 
period must be regarded as a kind of bride-price. 
The idea behind this custom is to compensate the 
girl's parents for the loss sustained by them on 
account of the fact that the daughter will no longer 
be available to work as a helper in the agricultural 
and domestic work. It is usual to select the bride 
from the bridegroom's mother's clan and the daughter 
of the mother's brother is preferred. 

Child marriage is completely unknown. In the 
case of marriage by inheritance of the elder brothers 
widow the wife may be much senior in age to the 
husband. . 

*In Mikir society marriage is regarded as both a 
procreative and an economic partnership. At present 
~----------------.-----------------------------------------.--------- --------.--------
"'Rural Life in Asnm Hills, Agro·Bconomic Research Centre for North-Bast India, 1969, pp.8. 



Ther~ are three types of marriage recognised by 
the socl.et~. The first is what may be called 'marriage 
by s~lce (~kemen) according to which the boy is 
n:qmred to ~ve the: father-in-law free service for a 
stlp~at~ ,PerIOd .of 1-:3 yeaTs. The second type 
(ak~Joy) IS on~ m which thIs free service can be 
avoIded. But It is y~ry rare an~ confined to only 
a f~w w~ll-to-do familIes. The thIrd type is marriage 
by mhentance (kepatang) already referred to. 

Marr_iage is settled by a judicious combination on 
courtshlp ~d paren,tal c~lllsent. After the boy 
selects the gul, the whole thmg passes into the hands 
of the parents who finally settle the marriage through 
an elaborate process of negotiation. 

Divorce: 

. Divorce is rare. If the wife is barren she is not 
divorced, but the man can take a second wife. Such 
cases a_re very rare. Even adultery does not lead to 
separatlon. It may be noted in this connection that 
if an unmarried girl gives birth to a child the man 
responsible must either marry the girl or pay such 
fines as may be fixed by the village 'mei'. Such 
a girl does no,t find any difficulty in getting a 
husband. Nor does the illegal child meet with any 
discriminating treatment in the society. The 1985 
survey does not show any new addition or altera
tions in respect of practices co,nnected with marriage 
or divorce over that obtained in 1963 survey. 

Death: 
The Mikirs cremate their dead. Funeral cere

mony is the most elaborate, costly and important of 
all the ceremonies in the Mikir society. This can 
be held either at the time of cremation or after
wards when the relatives are financially able to 
undertake it. This is perfo,rmed over the burnt 
bones and consists of a ceremonial offering to, the 
spirit of the departed fonowed by drinking, singing 
and dancing often kept up for several nights in suc-
cession. The ceremony is known as 'Chomangkau'. 
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. No additio,ns and alterations have been observed 
In respect of ceremonies and practices connected 
wlth death in the present survey over those recorded 
.almost two doca~es ago. The village being located 
m ~ remote and ls?lated area any change in age-old 
custo~s observed m respect of death is quite 00-
concelVable. 

Religion: 

The Mikirs believe in a number of gods collective
ly k~?wn as 'arum atum', who are invoked and 
propItiated for grant of prosperity and happiness. 
t:hese go~s are w~r~hipped in different ways at 
dlffe~ent tImes. Mlkl~S have no Shrine~ or temples 
and ldol but they believe in the form of a fetish 
locally known ~s 'bor: which are only pieces of 
stones by keepmg whIch the people believe that 
they can be rifh in a very easy way. There are a 
good number of gods who are known for their evil 
doings. The cause of sufferings are associated with 
their names. These are explained below:-

Roni arnam 

Pang 

Hemphu 

Dor 
Choniliong and 
Lamki 
So-meme 

Aja-ase 

Theng thow 

Chomangasey 

Leprosy, or if killed by 
tiger. 

For general health cause 
for fever. 

:OUring child birth. 

Eczema. 

Evil eye. 
Barrenness in woman. 

Cholera. 

Recllrring illness. 

Infest hills and valleys. 

Such ceremonies are obligatory in all cases except 
that of a child who has been a still born or who The abovc gods do not fall in the purview of gods. 
died immediately after birth or a woman who dies known as 'arnum atum'. The people live in constant 
immediately after or during child birth. Victims dread to the above gods hence they try to be in 
of smallpox or cholera are buried shortly after good terms with them by duly offering propitiations 
dea,th but the funeral service is performed for them to them. Thus 'Chomangase' is a Khasi god who 
late on the bones being sometimes dug up and causes fever and this god is propitiated by the sacri~ 
duly cremated when a person is killed by a tiger, if fice of a goat. When Cholera breaks out it is 
the body or clothes are found they are buried at taken to be caused by 'Ajo-ase' who is propitia.ted 
a distance from the village, because the tiger is with a goat or pig. 'So-meme' is propitiated with 
supposed to visit the burial place. Mikirs believe a fowl or goat and 'theng thow' with a fowl, goat 
that such persons cannot get admittance to 'Jom- and pirro Community worship is done only at the 
arong' (Heaven) unless elaborate funeral ceremonies festival~ and the worship is offered to t?t? gods. for 
are ,performed for them.** the prosperity of the villagers. The Mlklr~ believe 

Mo,urnin
cr 

period varies depending on the age of that the objects of Nature such as the hIlls, the 
.the deceas~d. If the deceased is below . 15 years. valleys, the trees, t?e ~t~eams . and the r?C

ks 
are . manifested with eVIl sptnt whIch cause dls<;ases ~o 

of age 3-7 days and above 15 years 7--10 days: them and as a matter of fact these gods recelvethetr 
of mourning period -is observed . . ~_"_"''_--=o::.------_::=':'''':::'::_::''~---------------
.. - .*The Mikirs' edited by sil:-ChiiTes Lyall. PI' .31 • 
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names from the diseases believed to be caused by 
them. 

The names of gods who arc known for their 
good deeds are as follow s-

Risoarnam 

Ritarnam 

For prosperity of young 
boys. 

For cultivation '_- before 
sowing any crop. 

. Among the gods 'Barithe', the god of Heaven, 
IS most powerful and he is the dispenser of good 
a~d evil. He is propitiated with a pig and the whole 
vIllage takes part in the worship. The priest is 
known to them as 'Gurusar'. 

An important ceremony known as 'rongker' is 
usually observed when an epidemic breaks Ollt III 

the '~i1l~e ~hich is believed to be caused hy the 
god AJo·ase. The expenses of the ceremony is 
borne by aIL the villagers both in cash and kind 
depending upon the economic condition nf the 
family. In this ceremony the 'gurusar' kills a pig, 
fowl or goat at the out skirt of the village and from 
the intestine of the animal or bird the omen of 
good or bad can be asserted. While sacrificing a 
goat if it is not beheaded at one stroke then it is 
considered to be bad omen. In case of a fowl the 
bird is beheaded and left on the ground. The fowl 
then flutters for some time and dies. While dying 
if its body falls on the right it is considered as 
good omen. When bad omen is seen the villagers 
try to propitiate 'Ajo~ase' to avert the impending 
calamity. If it is good then the blood of the slaugh
tered animal or bird is offered to the god on a 
plaintain leaf and the body of the slaughtered 6lni~ 
mal is cooked and eaten by the village elders. 

No Woman is allowed to observe the sacrificial 
ceremony and they are forbidden to take meat of 
the slaugh,tered animal. It is a belief that the god 
will be displeased to dine with a WOman. The 
villagers: are not allowed to go out to work and entry 
into the village and exit from it for a perioJ of 
seven days is strictly prohibited. It by chance an 
outsider pays a visit to the village during the cala
mity, he will have to put up there for the night 
and may leave the village only next morning. 

The Sun and the Moon known to them as 'ami' 
and 'Chiklo' respectively are looked upon as divine 
though no propitiation is made to them. But they 
receive due honour and respect. Their religion may 
be described as animism, the attribution of a soul to 
natural objects and phenomena. 

The priest known to them as 'gurusar' o(.;cupies 
a high place of honour and respect and as such he 
has to lead a clean and pious life. Any person 
from any clan may become a 'gurusar' provided he 
is by his own experiences well-versed in the art and 
technique of sacrificial ceremonies to the gods and 
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also if such person possesses a good moral character. 
It is not necessary for the priest to live a secluded 
life. Rather he forms a part and parcel to the 
society in which he lives. When a househoid wants 
to perform some sacrifice, the 'gurusar' is summon
ed and he is served with meat and drink and is paid 
a token for his service. The priest determines both 
the nature of illness and the type of sacrifice to be 
made as a cure for the illness. The household 
strictly follows the advice of the gurusar. All festi
vals are performed by him. The priest is generally 
selected from amongst the old men in the village. 

The belief and practices of the people described 
in the foregoing paragraphs belong to the non-chris
tian Mikirs only. 

Leisure and recreation : 

Mikir men and women work together in the fields 
from morning till sunset. They relax themselves 
only after coming from the fields. They remove the 
fatigue after the day's hard toil by sitting around 
the hearth snapping stories and gossipping about 
their fields and crops and the prospect of the coming 
harvest When they meet with friends and relatives 
the inevitable subject of crops always finds a place 
for discussion among other family matters. Though 
they have to face the rigours of nature all the time 
which make their life hard yet their hearts are full 
with hopes and joys and they are satisfied with 
what they have. Sometime they sing in a Chorus 
while thrashing the crops which seem to dispel the 
dull, dreary and monotonous life. They are, in a 
word, the children of the nature and find music in 
the air, streams and wind which fill their mind with 
much delight. 

Generally boys and girls play not many a game. 
What they play are borrowed from outside. 
Amongst them hide and seek has been found to be 
favourite and is seen played by both boys and girls. 
During the survey we have seen playing of foot 
ball by the boys and grownups. To have a cultural 
club and to see a motion picture was beyond their 
imagination prior to our visit in connection with the 
re-study. They were instructed to have a Cultural 
Club and with the help of the S.D.O. (Civil) 
Hamren we arranged to show three motion pictures 
continually for three days. The generator and alli
ed articles were carried from the SDO office by a 
group of young persons and were d~ly returned to 
the office. The fonnation of the club is still in 
progress. 

The housewives and elderly women arc hard~ 
pressed with their day to day household works and 
whatever time they can spare is spent in paying; 
visits to their neighbours. During leisure time most 
of the young men go out for shooting wild animals 
and for fishing. In the evening most of the young 
men gather in a particular place and thus spend 
their time in beating drums, dancing and singing: 
They discuss their problems and find out ways and 
means to overcome the same. Dancing is perform
ed in all weathers where, all persons irrespective of 
age tacke part. 



Influential persons in the village 

Amongst the influential personages in the village, 
village Sarthe occupies the predominant position. 
People of the 'Ingleng' and 'Inghi' group were the 
first settlers of the village. There are now three 
Gaonburas in the village. They are Monsingh Inghi, 
Chat-et-Fangso (Sarthe) and Mon Tokbi. Their 
functions are recognised by the District Council. 
Their service is honorary. They hold a high place 
of esteem in the village. The other two are selected 
to assist the head gaonbura. 

Amongst the preStlgIOus persons the school 
teachers deserve special mention. They are local 
persons and hail from the same village and are 
serving in the village L. P. School. Even the 
'gapnburas' also consult with these teachers in . c~se 
of receipt of circulars and le!ters from the DIstnct 
Council. As the teac:hers are the only educated 
persons in the village, they can direct the entire 
population to do anything. But their performance 
is not upto .expectation. ~ey run th~ sc~ool at 
their own WIll. Also, checkmg of theIr dutIes from 
the appropriate authority, as told by the village 
people, is totally nil. Even the classes are not held 
regularly because the teachers are made to attend to 
some other duties. Besides, the teoachers themselves 
are also not acquainted with various socio-economic 
changes occurring in the world outside the village 
boundary and therefore they have done nothing or 
have not conceived any plan for overall development 
of the village in general or to enlighten the ignorant 
people about the immense utility of education in 
particular. Whatever improvement has been done 
in the village is at the initiatives of some young per
sons of the village. 

Village Council 

Much of the old customs of their social organisa
tion splendidly survive even in the present day. The 
routine administration of the village is run by the 
village council known to them as 'mei' . Each 
Council is presided over by a village headman or 
gaonbura called 'Sarthe'. AP ~?ult males, of t~~ 
village are members of the mel known as C~ak~l. 
There is no limitation of mempers. The DIstnct 
Council recognises the functions and duties of the 
'mei' and it does not interfere with rights and privi
liges of the community and the right of selection of 
the 'Sarthe' from amongst them. T~le 'Sarthe' is 
the person who has a good standing amongst them. 
When a person is aPP?inted as 'Sarthe' .he gives.a 
feast to his village. HIS tenure of office IS not speCI
fied but depends upon the villagers. If any 'Sarthe' 
is found and considered to be unfit and incapable 
of running his office, he is deprived of his Sartheship. 
The District Council has no authority to retain or 
expel the Sartne. 

The Sarthe summons the members of the 'mei' 
to a· meeting wherein all proposals regarding d~velo~
ment of the village are approved before sendmg It 
to the District Council for allocation of necessary 
funds and supply of articles etc. During and at the 
time of distress and illness of the 'Sarthe' two elderly 

members of the 'mei', also capable of discharging 
the duties as of 'Sarthe' are selected from amongst 
the members who are the adult male personages of 
the village. These two members ~ct on. and in behalf 
of the 'Sarthe' who has been recognIsed by the 
District Council. Everything so discharged by these 
two members is treated as having been done by . the 
appointed 'Sarthe' of the Uistrict Council. . The 
village Council (mei) fixes the date of the festivals. 
When someone in the village dies 'mei' informs the 
whole village to help the deceased's family. All dis
putes come under the 'mei' which passes judgement 
and the judgement is honoured by everyone. Such 
disputes that cannot be settled are forwarded ~o the 
District Council. Two or three or more villages 
together constitute a 'mei-pi'. A Mei-pi consists 
of only 'gaonburas' as representatives of 'mei'. A 
'Sarthe' from amongst themselves is selected to head 
the 'mei-pi' for a term of one year. Matters such 
as charges of adultery, attempts on life, theft or 
menace of elephants etc. which cannot be settled 
by 'Mei' and which have a collective interest of other 
villages around are referred to the 'mei-pi'. Again 
matters which cannot be settled by the 'mei-pi' are 
referred to the District Council. 

The 'mei' usually plays an important role in regu
lating the social, economic and religious life of the 
villagers. The establishment of District Council has 
curbed some of the powers of the 'mei'. Even then 
the 'mei' occupies an important role in the So~ial 
Organisation and still retains much of its traditional 
powers regarding earmarking the destiny of the 
villagers. 

Though official panchayat has of late started
functioning along side the traditional village pancha
yat (mei) the latter is still conspicuous by its presence 
in all the Mikir villages and is still functioning in 
full swing. As for the official panchayat the 
village elects one member only. The m~_ber may 
be a local person of the village or anyone who is 
deeply associated with. the village. an~ its 
neighbourhood. The offiCial panchayat IS dIrectly 
under the District Council which is a vital adminis· 
trative organ in the district. The Head Quarter of 
the official panchayat is located at Diphu, the dis
trict H.Q. of the Karbi Anglong district. 

The village falls under the jurisdiction of the 
Rongkhang Development Block. But the village is 
yet to receive much assistance from the Block for 
its all-round developments. Development measures 
in the sphere of agriculture, communication, poultry 
and livestocks and water supply have not yet been 
taken up in and around the village. There is no dis
pensary within the easy reach of the villagers. Agri
culture is still continuing with all the primitive 
methods. Of course, development in the field of 
agriculture is not easy as most of the agricultur1l1 
lands are on hilly tops. . 

Caste (md Community assoCiation and other volun
tary organisation 

Mikir tribe as a whole is divided into four princi
pal sections namely, Chintong. Ronghang, Amri and 



Du.w.rtlli. They are again subdivided into various 
g.-oups or 'kurs' and then again each 'kur' has various 
subQivisions. Among the four principal sections 
'Pwnrali' is the plains Mikirs while the rest three fall 
iu the category of hills Mikirs. 

Regarding the Caste and Community association 
in the village it is to be noted that untouchability is 
not found among them and they do not forbid any 
one who belongs to another community to interdine 
with them or take water from the same well. Inter~ 
marriage with communities other than the Mikir 
tribe is not very much enthusistically approved by 
them although not forbidden. 

There is no such Caste and Community association 
in tbis village save and except 'Mei'. 

The absence of voluntary organisation in the 
village again reminds anyone about the activities of 
the development authorities located at the Block 
he.adquarter. Soon after our survey a 'Karbi risomar 
club' has been, as learnt, formed in the village where 
facilities for both indoor and outdoor games and 
Assamese newspapers are proposed to be supplied 
witlI. 

Phongjangre is a peculiar type of village having 
nothing besides some traditional ways of living. The 
village is having no organisation of any type. People 
are all content with what they have. Organisations 
of the peasantry and other Soci~economic classes 
are not there. Even they are not having temples or 
Shrines in the village. They only gather together at 
times of Social festivities and are not aware of such 
type of religious institutions. 

Political Parties and Voting behaviour : 

There are no political parties or party functionaries 
in the village. Although the overt presence of 
political parties is not there, some agents of political 
parties< are presumably covertly functioning in the 
village. As it was learnt the village as a whole is 
supporting the party to which the village elders pay 
their all~giance. The Congress (1) party is found 
to have some influences over the villagers. Congress 
(1), they believe, is still ~teering ahead the country 
on a proper path. However, they are not much 
concerned about the role of the party (ies) , whom 
they favour most, in doing practical exercises in 
development of the village. But it is to be noted that 
there is a growing awareness amongst the villagers 
about the importance of the political parties and 
their role in the society at large. 

As regards voting behaviour of the inhabitants of 
Phongjangre to elect members to the gram pancfiayat, 
legislative assembly and parliament, there is no 
village level data to support the present elaboration. 
From a contact with the village gaonburas and -other 
knowledgeable persons in the village it is known that 
mass participation is only perceived during election 
of gram panchayat only. This is due to the fact 
that the contestants are well-known to them and are 
withi~ their ea&y reach. Also the contestant per~ 
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soually has ample scope ~o approach one and each 
member of the village. So they participate whole
heartedly in the gram panchayat election. In res
pect of legislative and parliamentary elections they 
are reportedly not keen enough to cast their votes. 
It is to their belief that the persons elected to the 
legislative assembly and the parliament care very 
little to think over their well-being and prosperity. 
However, according to the Head Pandit of the village 
L. P. School the rate of participation in the assembly 
and parliamentary elections ~.lfld their involvement 
has increased considerably from what it was in 1961. 
One important point sorted out while holding dis
cussion with the Head Pandit is that the establish
ment of election booths specially in case of assembly 
and parliamentary elections far away from the village 
was one ()f the important factors of the low turnout of 
voters. Recently much to the cO!lvenience of the 
voters the election booths are found installed in a 
close proximity to the villages. This has definitely 
resulted in an increase in t~ number of perso~ who 
now exercise their franchise. Thus their behaviour to
wards exercising their franchise and thereby electing 
the leaders has undergone massive chang. Also it 
is furiher expected that with the mass involvement 
of the young generations in and around th~ village, 
their voting behaviour will totally change much 
against what it was in 1961. 

Faction or clique : 

On the surface, relations amongst the villagers are 
very much cordial. There are no factions and clique 
amongst them that attain a high degree of pronounce
ment. But during discussion with all the villagers 
it has been observed that there are two distinct 
groups. One consists of mostly the members of 
illiterate section of the villagers and the other appears 
to be composed of persons in a superior position in 
respect of education C!nd therefore aspires to domi
nate over the other in all spheres of village activities. 
Teac,twrs, their family members and near and dist~t 
relations are found to be actively indulged in domi~ 
nating the village scene. However their effort to 
compel the fellow villagers to follow. their footsteps 
yield m~gative results in some cases. Teachers appa
rently neglect their assigned duty of educating the 
children who are mostly the offspring of people 
belonging to .the other faction. It thus appears tliat 
the innocc,nt children have become the unfortunate 
victims of factionalism in the village. It is appre
hended that if not curbed now the gap between thes~ 
two distinct groups will be further widened and 
may cause irreparable damage to ~he general well
being of the villagers. 

Range of contact with outside world : 

As has been explained in the for~going. chapt~rs, 
the village is located il1 ~ imwrmost part of the 
hills district of Karbi Anglong completely· detached 
from the outside world. The main handicap that 
stands 011 the way to build contact with outside is 
the absence of good comnwltication facilities. The 



village is yet to be linked with roads. One h~s to 
go on foot for about 18 kms. from Hamren, present 
subdivisional headquarters. In addition to this the 
inhabitants are illiterate and all are cultivators. They 
pay little heed to build contact with places outside 
the place of their habitual stay. Also they do not feel 
to educate their children beyond the L. P. standard. 
Their range of contact is too negligible. Bad com
munication system is the single major factor res
ponsible· for su~h low rate of contact. Whenever 
they go outside they go in a throng with specific 
purposes. Their main business outside the village is 
renewal of licences of guns and marketing. They 
have little or no other purpose behind their occasional 
visit outside their permanent abode. Moreover they 
keep themselves busy from morning till evening with 
the field works. As jhuming form the major bulk 
of c\1lJivation, it entails stupendous labour aU 
through. They are quite laborious and after the 
day's hard toil they normally gossip amongst them
selves about the field works. They are all self-com-

tent and happy with what they have. This lethargic 
attitude of the people is solely responsible for lack of 
contact with places other than their own. Around 
1961 their movement was more or less restricted. 
They only, visited the Kalanga market in a group 
once in a week to dispose off their articles of pro
duce and buy the essential commodities. Other than 
this purpose of marketing they had no other busi
ness to visit other places. Now-a-days their ~nge 
of contact has been increasing beyond 100 kms. 
Because they have to visit Diphu and Nagaon (oJ; 
some specific purposes. With the introduction of pro
posed road-links and transport facilities nearer to the 
village, the rate of contact will definitely increase 
which will, in turn, help accelerate the pace of deve
lopment in the field of education among the villagers 
who are still groping in darkness of ignorance. 

Table IV.lO., IV.11 and IV.12 placed below show 
the travel index of persons of the village. 

TablelY'10 

Travel Index ofperSJt1s, males and females of the village classified by religion and caste/tribe/community 

(1985 Survey) 

---------,----------------
Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community Travel Index Remakrs 

,-______ ..A. _____ --, 

Persons Males Females 
._------,.,...,.....-.-...... 

1 2 3 4 5 

-------------------------~----, 
Animism and Mikir Tribe 5·41 7·84 2'86 

Table IV'11 

Travel Index of persons, males and females classified by occupatioii 

Occupation 
(as per NCO 2 digit) 

Cultivator (61) . 
Teacher (15) . 
Forest-guard (66). 
Peon (35) . 

Total 

2 

466 
3 
1 

Persons 

Males F.emales 

3 4 

237 229 
2 1 
1 

(1985 Survey) 

---
Travel index 

-Remarks 
Total Males Females 

5 6 7 8 

4'77 7'01 2·48 
72'00 63'00 90'00 

102'00 102'00 0'00 
14'00 14·CO 0·00 



TableIV'12 

Visit to Urblu Ml}lS by any m ~'llJ;:l' of th~ H )]scl1::>ld da,sified by occupatio;] of the Head of household & maximum distance visit,d 
(1985 Survey) -.....6_- _______________________________ .--__ " ______________________ _ 

Occupation Distance of 
place visited in 
Kms. 

Nos. of HjHs any member of which has made 
maximum visit to most distant place for 

Remarks 

r----- ---....., 
Licence for gun Official Marketin ~ Others 

- __ .....- ----- '- --,_ - - - --- - - - --- -- -- -__ - -_ _ __.,;I ________ " _______ - -____ . __ - _______ ._ ______ _ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 -----------.- -- -----,,_ ----- ---- ------ ------------.__ ----- -------------------
0-5 
6-10 

11-20 
Cultivator 21-50 

51-100 14 6 
101 + 4 

-------- ------_.-,_._---=- -------..._.._ ------ -- --- -- --- --.---- -~---------._-------------

Teacher 

0-5 
6-10 

11......:20 
21-50 
51-10 ; 
101 + 2 -------------_._---------------_. 

Peon 

0-5 
6-10 

11-20 
21-50 
51-100 
101 + 

-......------~------ --------..-----------------~- .... -------:----------------
The inhabitants of the village are all cultivators. 

They are mostly illiterate. They are not informative 
also and pay least regard to know the developments 
that are taking place in and around them. They are 
completely in the dark about what is going on in 
other parts of the world. They have no knowledge 
and att~tude about removal of 'social disabilities. Even 
the kn<..wledgeable persons in the village expressed 
absolutl~ ignorance about Indian Social Legislations 
such as Hindu succession Act, Hindu Marriage Act, 
Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, Hindu Adop
tion & Maintenance Act, Dowry Prohibitio!l Act, 
Child Idarriage Restraint Act, Untouchability Offen
ces Act, Special Marriage Act, Abolition of Child 
LaboUI, Abolition of Bonded Labour etc. Apart 
from ~ iew persons the entire lot of villagers is igno-

rant of the modem methods and devices of family 
planning measures. But the use of some Medicinal 
herbs to control the size of a family is still in vogue. 
According to them the average number of children 
expected by each couple ranges from three to five. 
Their only argument in favour of their expected num
ber of child is this that they want hand to help them 
in the field. They are now gradually getting in touch 
with the offices of Health and Family Welfare both 
at District headquarter and at the subdivisional head
quarters Hamren. It is therefore expected that they 
will soon be familiar with all the matter of public 
interest enunciated by the Govt. and the facilities 
provided to the public in general by various Govt. 
agencies. I" ""',' _.:.' I 



CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 

Phongjangre is a typical Mikir village. Here cus
toms and traditions handed down by the forefathers 
from times immemorial still survive. In a word 
everything with them is traditional. They sti~l 
practise jhumming in the same old manner as theIr 
forefathers did in the past. Jhumming is the only 
principal cultivation and their means of subsistence. 
Their traditional industries are still in vogue but they 
are fast decaying. Weaving is common in every 
household as in the past. But they practise the 
same in leisure hours just to meet their household 
requirements. Trend to produce the finished pro
duct on commercial line is still not seen among the 
villagers. Even then the importance of weavh!g on 
cotnmercial line cannot easily be ruled out owmg to 
the quality of their prpduce. Similarl~ bamboo ~nd 
cane works are also done to meet theIr own requtre
ment. It is felt that given due incentive the villagers 
will undertake weaving and manufacture of bamboo 
and cane products in a much larger scale for sale of 
atleast a part of it. 

. Although the village is now putting a gradually 
increasing sign of urban look particularly in the dress 
of young~ters and changed food habits of a few 
households and possession of luxurious items by a 
section of the villagers, the village still essentially 
bears a typical rural outlook and has no~ stepped 
into an urban atmosphere. The fact that It has at 
least some degree of urban influences OJ! it is exhi ... 
bited by the following factors. 

The first and foremost thing that catches one's 
eye is the dress. The dress in the village has under
gone great changes parti~ularlr am<?ngst the. ne~ 
generation. Though 'Rlkong . (Lam ~loth) IS. stdl 
used by almost every old male Its use IS resh:lcted 
within the village only. Those who are economIcally 
better off, use 'dhuti' when they go outside the village. 
Siniilarly 'Kurta' and 'Ganje' are now extensively 
used by almost evel1' one. Use of long~pant, shirt 
is commonly seen WIth the younger sectIOn. Foot
wears which were earlier unknown to the villagers 
are also now used by almost every one. The grown
up females now-a-days use blouses and petticoats. 
Nobody excepting. the .old ~mes is. seen ~arebreast~d 
which was a common sIght III the VIllage m the earher 
days. The minor girls wear pants and frocks. The 
extensive use of cosmetics particularly by the young 
girls is also indicative of infiltration of a little bit of 
modern urban way of living. 

Previously the ways of preparing food were very 
simple. They used to boil rice along with the vege
tables available locally in every household and did 
not bother much about different tastes of a variety 
of cooked food. Now-a-days a section of the 
villagers is found to change their food habits and 
adopting different modem methods for preparation 
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of dishes in the way tlte urban people do. This has 
probably occurred owing to frequent visits of the 
villagers to Hamren, the sub-divisional headquarter, 
where the standard of living of the people is much 
more improved and similar to that of people living 
in any urban centre. But unfortunately the number 
of such people is very few and mass people are still 
living in the manner in which they were found in the 
last survey. . 

Only a few households possess the goods such as 
wrist watch (7 households), Radio /Trnnsistor (3 
households), Gramophone (1 household), Camera 
(1 household). 

The village as a whole appears to be more or less 
static in comparison to what it was during the earlier 
survey. The following factors are primarily responsi
ble for the village not undergoing any significant 
change. Any village can attain some degree of eco
nomic progress and socio-cultural development pro
vided there are some basic amenities and those are 
well harnessed. But unfortunately the amenities 
available in the village are not adequate and infra
structure which are mostly required for an area to be 
developed are found total1y non existent in case of 
this village. The first and foremost reason behind 
such pathetic condition is the aloofness of the village 
from the other progressive areas by way of road
l~nk and socio-economic relationship. Transporta
tIOn and communication facilities with the outside 
world are totally nil in respect of this Village. The 
second re~son is the mass illiteracy and consequent 
profound Ignorance and the third being a fervid 
tendency to stick to their traditionl!l ways of . life. 

Shifting eultivati?n which serves as the pivot in 
~·esp~t of ?cc_upatlon and their financial self-being 
IS stIlI. contm~mg as ",:as practised in the past without 
any sIgn of mtroductIOn of modern devices and 
~ethods. Bamboo and cane-industries are being run 
In a very casual manner although the raw materials 
can easily .be collect~? free -froll! the nearly jungles. 
Whatever lIttle amenItIes are _avaIlable in the village 
could be put to use on a commercial line if the deve
lopment authorities at block-level come forward with 
n~vel plans. to enlighten the masses. Available l'ands 
lymg extensIvely around the village can be used to 
open farms according to the conditions of the soil 
it suits. ExtendhIg some sort of amenity the villagers 
can be put to work all the year round as against 
their present habit of working just for three to four 
months in a year. . 

Unl~ke ma!ly other I~dian villages the vi1lage 
Phongj~ngre IS the embodIment of a Single community 
professlllg the same faith i.e. animism. Villagers are 
all no?le and. amiable by nature .. They are a11 co
operatIve. StIll there are two groups. This grounism 
is the creation of those who are known to be <edu_ 
cated persons of the village. These so caIled educa
ted ones are bent upon disturbing the congenial at-



mosphere of the village. These were observed by 
holding talks on various topics. These so called 
enlightened villagers however small il1 number 
always try to control the affairs of the village accord
ing to their will. However despite all such un
pleasant affairs the village overtly depic~s a picture 
more of cohesion than conflict. 

They are all helpful to each other. Nobody 
appears to bother about what ~le is. nol hav~ng or 
running short of. They appear to enJoy a particularly 
satisfactory level of economic condition. 

To improve the conditions of the villagers coopera
tive credit facilities are to be introduced. High yield
ing paddy varieties alld improved implements like 
sprayers, dusters etc. need to be supplied to the 
villagers so that the agriculture can be run on com
mercial line. The cotlton cultivation which at one 
time was flourishing in and around the village com
prising most of the area under B_aithalangso Police 
station may ~ revamped. . 

On the politico-social fronts, no major developll1ent~ 
involving agrarian movement, religious reform move
ment or upsurges of ~cheduled tribes have come to 
light. 

People are found to be of religious bent of mind. 
a fine blend of appreciation and tolerance with other 
man's point of view seems to be the guiding spirit 
and factor in the amicable social life of the inhabitants 
of the village. They celebrate thei!, festivals in their 
own way and all attend to village festivals where the 
village deities are invoked for the welfare of the village. 
They have no temples or shrines. 

All the residential houses are kutch a and thatched. 
Only L. P. School in the village i~ built on pucc.a 
foundation. There are no fundamental chan~es 111 
the housing pattern between the fiWo points of survey. 
Among the household goods used by the survey. 
stainless-steel and aluminium utensils are the most 
important and also tlhe most numerous. _ They are not 
bothered to possess furniture, luxurious ~onsumer 
goods etc. - However, younger generation having 
becn influenced by urban atmosphere an.d attaining 
some educational qualifications prefer to boast by 
{'ossessing luxuriQ_us art1i(:Ies like wrist watches, transis
tors, camera etc. 

There are no significant variations in the beliefs ~pd 
practices rel~~ing to birth,. marriage, death or other 
ceremonies amongst the villagers when compared to 
I.he other parts of the state. Post pu~rty marriages 
are common and they do not celebrate pre-puberty 
marriages. The Unportant change which has now taken 
place among the villagers is obtaini!1g t~e consent of 
the boy and the girl before a mamage IS se~tled. In 
the days of the earlier survey and before,. neIther the 
boy nor the girl used to ~ave ~y OCC~Sl0f:1 to see 
e&ch other and express t~elr 01'1mon to theIr. respec
tive parents regarding theIr consent cr otherwl~e. 

In sharp contrast young and grown up boys now 
prefer to marry atastage when they find themselves 
capable econ0mically. Likewise young; girls al~o pre
fer to have nuptial bonds only when they ecqUlre the 
kn_owledge of any art or craftl which in its application 
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may prove economicallY. beneficial. This adherence to 
serious thought about the distant days in their married 
life by the young generation is a healthy sign of 
improvel11en~ and shows mature thinking op. tlleir part. 

A slow and steady progress has taken place over the 
last survey in respect of literacy. In 1963 only 9.75% 
of the total population was literate and as per present 
survey 23.50% of the total population is literate. The 
literacy rate of the females over males has increased 
sligh~ly in the present survey whereas in 1963 male 
literacy over females was much more higher. One 
primary school was set up in 1960. Incentive by 
way of free distribution of mid-day meal to tIle_ chil
dren in school should properly be introduced. Fine 
to note, the villagers, though bel~tedly, are realising 
the importlance of education. 

The occupational pattern of the villagers has re
mained mor.~ or less stable for decades together a_!ld 
tllere in no perceptible attempt on their part to swi!~h 
over to more gainful pursuits of economic activity a"d 
as such their economic condition has not significantly 
improved. The government sponsored credit agen
cies are yet to enter into the village. If some credit 
facilities on a liberat scale for land development and 
for purchase of agricultural equipments are extended 
to the village people exclusively through co-operative 
credit society there is possibility of bringing more land 
under cultivation which will result in production of 
more food crops. 

However, inspite of some inherent drawbacks and 
ditRculties as to be commonly found in a remcte area 
as Phongjangre is, the villagers here show a .gradual 
perception of improved and better' ways of living. The 
chief factor responsible for this trend is tlbe sccial inter
course of the villagers with the neighbouring inhabi~ 
tants of Hamren and exchange of thoughts and ideas 
with them. 

Of the total popUlation of 515 persons 258 are 
males and 257 are females. Among 258 males per
sons 79 fall in the -age-group 0--14 and out of 257 
females 93 fall in the same age-group. . Barring two 
persons from each sex reported as workers, all the 
population in this age-group are dependent find school 
goers. There are 179 males and 164 females between 
the ages 15 and 70. Male and female cultivators are 
159 a_nd 161' respectively. 0ut4 of the total population 
in the village 5 persons (4 males and 1 fem~le) are 
reportedly service holders. Thus the total workers. in 
the village stands at 325 with 163 males and 162 fe
males only. Taking into consideration that land' is 
the primary resource available in the village it is no 
wonder that cultivation is rePQ~ed as the only source 
of occupation in Phongjangre .. 

A noteworthy feature of the women in the village 
is that theyl are in general much more active and ener
getic in discharging their duties than the males. While 
males are found to stick to the works of masculine 
nature only females over and above the massive house
hold duties such as fetching of water, cutting of fire
wood, cooking etc. also work hand in hand with the 
males in the fields too grow paddy, maize etc. . Males 
ncV"~r care to lerid a helping hand to the females in 
discharge of their household dutieS. -



Despite having difference in clan all the inhabitants 
of this village basically belong to one and the same 
cOlumuolty named Mikir. 

A worth mentioning change has been observed in 
observance of socia-religious festivals by the villagers. 
While the use of incense was totally unknown to them 
two decades ago now it is a common practice in all 
the households to bum incense which they purchase 
from the nearby market during all festive occasions. 
Similarly, while decades ago the villagers used the 
hark of an unnamed trce that grows inside the village 
itself as a substitute for soap and never even heard 
of any type of cosmetics, now-a-days the inhabitants 
are there still the compound is found to be cleaned 
though its use is still restricted to the younger gene
ration mainly. 

In respect of sanitation the village has attained 
some degree of improvement. Although some un
cleanly habits such as keeping of goats inside the room 
and rearing of pigs just below the residential houses 
are there still the compound is found to be cleaned 
every morning and evening. 

In matters of treatment of diseases a discernible im
provement is that modem medicines are also now-a
days used in addition to the traditional herbal medi
cines. Also, circumstances demanding, the patients 
arc carried out to the nearby dispensaries for better 
medicinal care. Although the system of treament of 
diseases in their ~aditional manner including subject
ing the patient to the treatment by quacks and exor
cists is still found to weigh more; the modern system 
of allopathic treatment is found to he slowly finding 
its place. 

Villagers in general are not in favour of family 
planning. Family Planning is construed as Sln act 
of infanticide. Conservative as they are, i~ has been 
observed that, avoiding of birtb." by adopting any 
method is still believed to be injurious to the health. 

As in the past! land is the most important economic 
resource for the vast majority of the villagers and 
agriculture is the backbone of the village economy. 

9-1.80 RGI{88 
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Cultivation proyides the principal meal1§ of livelihood 
to the villagers. The occupational pattern has margi
nally changed over the decades. 

There is now an increase in the total quantum of 
income and expenditure when compared to the figures 
obtained during earlier SUlyey. The increase in in
come is due to increase in s~e price of produces. 
But the per capita increase is not so much as to alle
viate the common folk from the morass of poverty. 
The increase in expenditure over that found .in 1963 
survey may be attributed to besides general rise in 
plice-index of consumers goods, a change in their 
dress and food habits which entails additional expen
ses. 

The tables presented in this monograph bring forth 
a clear picture of the nature of data that had been 
collected durin!', fields survey. Data that could be 
culled in respect of this village are scant and not suffi
ciently rich to be utilised for an interpretation or ana
lysis vis-a-vis the demographic data collected 3nd 
compiled for the police station, the district or the 
regions during 1971 census. 

It is felt that the concepts designed for collection 
and presentation of demographic data are sufficient 
so far as a study of Phongjangre is concerned. How
ever, vague memory of the villagers which fail to re
collect even fairly accurately the happening of even 
yesteryear stands as a great impediment in extracting 
mcaningful infonnation from them. A not much too 
serious attitude fowards living a life in its true pers
pective also hampers collection of substantial infor
mation about their socio-economic condition. 

All said and done the word Pl}gngjangre conjures 
the picture of a typical tribal village in a desolate and 
remote tracti .of notth-east India which is still cuddled 
by nature and where peoplei still fancy to live in their 
own world of imagination and where despite glimpses 
of modern living here and there no wind of change 
appears to have blown fast enough to affect any mate
rial change in the aige-()ld tapestry of life of the simple 
and ignorant villagers. 





57-58 

GLOSSARY 





Name of Article 

Wall 
Roof 
1 hatch 
Post/Pillar 
Bamboo stick 
Rafter of a roof 
Beam 
Fireplace. 
House 
Bamboo • 
Wood 
Sleeping room 
Cooking room 
Latrine 
Drawing room 

Name of Article 
----------------------1 

J\Iatcrial" of HO!l~e 

Local~amc 

2 

Hem Arp:.mg 
Kardong 
Hem Aafelang 
HcmArmjok 

Hem Okerloo 
Hem Ajar:':of 
Hem Apengd",1g 
Mehip 
Theim 
Kaifo 
Thengpi 
Hempi 
Anketull Aahcmp 
Pang 
Hong pherlaa 

Articles used in hunting and fishing 

Local Name Remarks 

2 3 

------.------.= 

. ---_._-- -------_ 

- ------_._-------_._----------- ------ --------------------------
1. Gun. 
2. Bow. 
3. Earthen pellet shot 
4. Spear 
5. Shield 
6. Stick 
7. Spear 
8 Arrow 
9. Small bamboo basket 
to. Bniboo scoop 

Name of Article 

---_._---
Betelnut 
Betel leaf 
Mango 

Jack fruit 
Papaya 
Pine apple 

Plum 
Tamarind tree 
A kind of acid fruit trcc 

Guava 

Chilli 

Hele 
lhai 

Hangmo 
Tokphrok 
Chang 
Nok 
Chir 
Aso 
Hak 
Ru 

VDlage Produce 

Local Name 

2 

Kowe 
Bikon 

Therwai 
Jangphong 

Manchupi 
Parok j:m~~phong 

Bag:l.ri 

Tantcll 
PI impluum 

thuprim 
Birik 
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Made of iron and steel. 
Made of bamboJ. 
A clay pellet shot used in a bow. 
With reverse niddle point. 
Made of wood. 
Wooden long one. 
With straight needle point. 
With pointed steel. 
To keep fishes during fishing. 
A ki:1d of triangular shaped bamboo instrument. 

Remarks 

3 
------_._---_. 



1 

Bayleaf plant . 
A kind 'Of timber trce 
Shaddoluree 
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Village Produces-cone id 

2 3 

Tejpat 
Leaves are used to make bidis. 

Broom tree . . . . . . . 

Phongrong chcnang 
Roibap 
Arphek Wild tree which are prepared to make broom. 

A kind of tree whose barks are used to wash heads as 
soap . 

Wild banana 
Bamboo . 
Wood 
Kecheroo 

Jhojus 

Name of Article 

1. Bed . 
2. Bench 
3. Stool 
4. -Mirror . 
5. POsts and pans 
6. Dishes 
7. Cups. 
8. Mugs . . 
9. Drinking vessel . 

10. Water vessel 
11. Selve. 
12, Mortar 
13. Pestle 
14. Basket . . 
15. Hurricane lanteru 
16. Combe- . • 
17. Small pot lamp . 
18. Lamp". 
19. Bag .. 
20. Chatc... .. _ 
21. Table . . 
22. Water pot (small) 
23. Salt reservoir . 
24. Bamboo pot (tong) 
25. Gourd shell 
26. Fan. 
27. Trunk 

1 

1. Dao 
2. Sickle 
3. 'Ural' 
4. Stick. . 
5. Basket (big) 
6. Ba<lket.(small) 
7. Knife. 
8. Axe . 
9. Spade 

Name of Aritcle 

1. A kind of subacid plant 
2. Mustardseed plant 
3. Ladv's finger 
4. Tlle:Acum Plallt 
5. Rice. 
6 .. Jhum ,;. 
7. "ram~d 

Chinghamlongdak 
Lothe 
Kaipho 
Thrngpi 
Bikonarcchok 

Jhajm 

Household Goods 

Local Name 

2 

Pelim 
lnghoi Patelang 
Inghoi 
Luji 
Phull}phukok 
Kasuharluug 
Harlung 
Harlung 
Kilat 
Bongkelok 
Cherlum 
Long 
Lengpum 
Hoton 
Ham 
Ingthe -
Charakhi 
Charakhi Atat 
Jambrong 
Choki 
Tebul 
Bongkati 
Ingtialangpong 
Langthet 
Langbongah 
Hejnp 
Seera 

A kind of tree on the leaves of which Eri worm 
are red. 
A kind of poisonous tree the leaves of which are 
used in kiting fishes. 

Particulars 

3 

A raised platform made generally of bamboo: ---

Looking glass 
Brass or aluminium 
Brass 
Porceilin and steel 
Enamel 
Glass and aluminium 
Brass and earthen 
Bamboo 
Made of wood 

Do. 
Cane and bamboo 

Wooden stand to keep the pot lamp. 

Wood 
Wood 
Brass and aluminium 
BambOO 
Long bamboo use to carry water. 
Used to keep water 
Made of bamboo 
A large wooden box where clohes are kept. 

Agricultural Implements 

Local Name 

2 

Npak 
Nuke Rangse 
Long 
LengPum 
Hoton 
Ingtong 
Tari 
Cho 
Kua 

Particulars 

Steel 
Steel 
Wood 

3 

Wood 
Bamboo 
Bamboo 
Steel 
Steel 
Steel 

Agricultural PrOIluce in the Village 

Local Name 

2 

Remarks 

4 

Big sized knife used in cutting wood etc. 
USed for reaping the harvest. 

Wooden apparatus to husk paddy. 
Wooden handle used to husk paddy. 

Used for carrying and preserving of paddy. 

Remarks 
3 ------------------

Hancherong 
Hanjang 
Hajrong nake 
Hen An esculent root. 
Chok 
Inglong arih 
Tbermih 
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TABLES 

BASED ON 

-HOUSEHOLD SCHEDULE DATA 





~able 1 

Distribution of population classified 1;ly Age, Sex.and M~itlll status 

AI. -J1:oIlP Never married Married Widowed 

Penon Male Female Person Male Fema,lc Person Ma]e ~a}o 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 19 
0-4 44- 17 27 
3-9 50 27 23 

10-14 78 35 43 
15-19 48 21 27 (; Ii 
20-24 25 10 15 14 1 13 
25-29 17 16 1 ?O 10 2Q 
30-34 9 9 41 15 29 
35-44 Z Z ,,~ 35 25 1 1 
45-54 43 23 15 4 4 
35-69 I 3() 21 9 .. 4 
70+ 4 4 S 3 2 
Aae not stated 

Total 273 137 136 228 114 114 14 7 7 

-~'"' 
~«Separated Un~i1icd TO~1 R~~ 

Person Male Female Porion Male Female Perwn Male Female 

11 12 13 14 IS 16 J7 .1~ 19 20 

M 17 27 
SO 27 23 
7& 35 :U 
S4 21 33 
39 1,1 28 
47 ~6 ~1 
SO 24 26 
63 P7 2, 
47 2' 1, 
34 25 9 

9 7 2 

51.5 2SS 257 

Tabl~2 
I >.~,' 

Distribution of hOll~lds and population classified by Religion and caste/Tribe/Community and Sex 

MikirTtibe Other Tribe Total Remarks 
Religion 

HouSe- Male Fem'ile House- Male) flemate .:~gNr- Male Female 
hold hold 

.' 

-~ 
1 2 3 4 5 6 r7 ;8 p 10 .11 

Buddhism 
Christianity 
Hinduism I 

Islam 
.Tafnfsm 
Sikhism 
Tribal Religion-
Animism 95 25g 257 95 258 217 
oqa~.R.~JigjoJl . 
Religion !lot stated 

Total 95 258 257 9S 258 257 

10-480 RGI/88 



Table 3 
Distribution of households classified by number of Members and Age of Head of Household 

Age of head of household Number of households llaviDi members 

Sfngle 2 3 4 5 6-7 8-9 10-12 13 and Total Rematks ' 
above 

_"""! 2 3 4 5 (; 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Below20 . 
20-:-29 1 1 3 1 6 
30-39 1 3 6 2 3 15 
40-49 3 8 10 6 1 1 29 
50-59 3 3 4 7 2 1 20 
60 and above 3 - 7 10 3 i 25 
Age not stated 

------... 
Total 1 2 12 20 24 26 6 2 2 59 

Table 4 

DIstribution of Hous~holdS c!a,sified by Num1>~r of Members and Mlgratlotl Status and Place of Birth ofjHead of 
Household 

Migration sta.tus and place of birth ofh_d of household Number of households havinc members 

Sillll. 2-5 6-10 
Remraks 

11 and Total· 
above 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

A. ~()n- migrant BOrn in the village 1 sa 33 3 95 
B. Migrant I Born outside the vilIa,e iQ the san:lO' R 

Taluk U 
n Born within the Same District in R 

Taluk-I . U 
m Born in other District of the state, R 

District.! U 
IV Born in other State 

State-I. 
V Born in other country 
VI Others including uns1'e,Cified --Total 1 58 33 3 95 

R.-Rural 
U=Urban 

Tabl. ! 

Distribution of nouseholda classifietl by Number of Memberll and by Mill'l.tion status aud Last Residoaee.f HouSehold 

Migration status and last residence of head of housebole Number of kouseholds baving members 

Sinil. 2-5 6--16 11 alld 
above 

Total Remarks 

' .. 1 2 3 4 5 ., 7 

A. Non-migrant Born iCI the village includilll thOle who 1 51 33 3 '5 
docs not have place of last reJidellGc. 

B. MiSrant I Last residence outside thc vfIla,e but R. 
in the same Taluk U 

II Other Taluk of the District . It 
U 

III (i)ther District of the statc : It 
Dlstrict-I U 

IV Oiher state : 
State-I . 

V • orn in oth. COul\trY 
VI unspecified 

TQ~I 1 58 33 3 95 ··i 

*K=Rural 
.. U=Urb~n 

';' 



TableCi 

Distribution of Households classified by Type and Educational level of, Head of Household 

-=--
Number of households where educational level of head of household is 

TyPe of household TIJiter- Liter- Below' PrimarY Middle Matti- Non- Techni- Degree Total Remarks' 
ate ate prima- culation techincal cal and 

without ry or diploma djPloma above 
educa- Higher or Or 
tional Secon- certifi- certifi-
level dary cate cate 

not not 
equal equal 
to to 

degree deiCee 

2 3 04- 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1. Nuclear 56 1 57 
2. Supplemented Nuclear 10 2 12 
3. Subnuclear 3 3 
4. Single-person 1 1 
5. SUPPlemented subnuclear 
6. Colfateral jOint 
7. Supplimented collateral joint 2 2 
8: LineaIjoint 15 15 
9.Supplemented Linea! joint 2 2 

iO. Lineal-collateraljoint 2 2 
11. Supplemented lineal collateral 
12. Self, spouse, widowed mother 

and unrelated . • • 1 1 

. Total . 92 2 1 95 

Table 7 

Distribution of Households classified by Type and Occupation of the Head of the Ho.sehold 

-----
Number of households where type of household is 

OcCupation bfhead of household 
Sup_ Sup-(as per NCO two digit) Nu- Sub- Sin_ Sup- COI- Sup- Lineal Sup- Li- Other Total Re-

clear ple- nu- gle ple- late- ple- joint ple- neal ple- (Spo- ma-
m.n- clear per- men- ral men- men- col- men- cify) rks 
ted so. ted joint ted ted late- ted, 
nu- sub- cOI- lineal ral lineal 
clear nu- lateral joint joint col-

clear joint late-
ral 

1 2 l 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Peon (35) . 1 1 
Teacher (15) . 1 1 2 
Cultivator (61) . 56 10 3 1 2 15 2 2 1 92 < . 
Non-workers 

--~ 
Total 57 12 3 1 2 15 2 2 1 95 

Table 8 

Distribution of Households classified by number of members and by Main Occupational Diversity (i.e. Different Members 
lhaving different Occupations). 

Description of Occupational diversity (As per N.C.O. t"o digit) Numbcrof Number of members Remarks 
households -----_ 

1 2 3 4 

Peon (35)/Cultivator (61) J. 2 
Teacher (15)/Cultivation (61) ... 3 6 
Cultivation (61)/Forest Guard (66) 1 -. 2 --------

Total 2 10 



· . . '. '.I:,.b~9 . . 
Number of persons by Age, Sex and Religion who at!! studying/not studying in Educational Institutions. 

------
Total Number studying Number not studying 

Religion Age-group ,.-~ ,.-~ ,.-----..A. Remar 
Malos Females Males Females Males F~males 

i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ---5-9 27 23 18 12 9 11 
Animism 16-14 . 35 43 2q 38 15 '5 

15-19 . 21 33 21 33 
20-24. 11 28 11 28 
25+ 147 103 147 103 

Total 7 241 230 38 50 203 180 

Table 10 
Number of Persons by Age, Sex and Study in Educational Institution by Scheduled Caste~j Scheduled·l'rij)¢s ~ ou..r 

Communities. -_ .. 
Name of Castel Age-group Total Number studying. Numb8t not 9tu.4~ 
TribeOl>mmunity .-...... ......._.A.._-..... ,.----..A. ,.-_----..A. ...... ., , Itomalks 

Males Females Males Females Males Fep:lllJ,t(S 

--. -~----
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 _--'1.. 

5-9 27 23 18 12 9 fl 
10-14 . 35 43 20 38 15 S 

Mikir (Scheduled 15-19 . 21 33 2'1 33 
Tribe), 20-24 • 11 28 11 l8. 

25 + 147 103 147 103 
--------

Total 241 230 38 50 203 180 .... _-,-- -----
Table 11 

Number of persons by Age, Sex and Study in Educational Institutjon by Migration status. as determined by Plac. of Birth. 

-. 
MigraUcm status Md place of Ate-group 
birtb 

1 2 

5-9 
10-14 . 

A. NOli-Migrant 15-19 . 
20-24 . 
25 + 

Total 

Noto , No oth~r plac~ of birth has been repeated 
B. I 130m outside the 5..,..9 
Migt alit villllle _the R 10-14. 

same Taluk 1S---19 . 
20-24 
2~ + 
Total 

5,."..9 
10-14 . 

U 15-19 
4.0-24 
25 + 
Total • 

Males 

3 

27 
35 
21 
11 

147 

241 

Total Number studying Number not stu4ying R,marks 

Females Males Females Males Females 

4 5 6 7 8 !) 

23 18 12 9 11 
43 20 38 15 5 
33 21 33 
28 11 28 

103 147 103 

230 38 50 203 180 

~--.~--------------------------------------------------~~----~---------- --



T .... t2 

DiItrW,~9f P~UlA~ ,,~iled, by Age, $. 3Jl.d Educati~l ~1 

Edu«~tiOIl3J Lever 

1 

Illiterate 
I:.iterate without EducMiOnallevel-Non Fortaal 

Formal. 
Primary 
Middle 
MatrictlJatioD/Secondary 
Higher secondary/Inter mediate/Pre. University 
Non·technical diploma or Certificate not equal to decree 

Technical diploma or Certificate not equal to degree 
Graduate and above . 

Total 

M 

2 

, 
.. 11 

27 

5-9 

F M 

~ 4 

11 11 

12 24 

23 35 

.. ··r "'re 5' - ";--X"' g'OR! 

.and Sex 

1.0-14 15-19 

F M F 

5 6 7 

j 15 t .. 

Jif 6 9' 

43 21 33 ----------------------------------.............. __ ... . ......... ...._.. _. 

-- --
A_ands.. . 

_ ~O-:-2..4. 25-.34, 3Sd9 50. and .above Total Remarks. 

M. F M ... F. M. F M, F M F 

II 9 16 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

9 25 44 47 51 31 44 24 183 167 

2 3 4- 54 62 

1 2 
1 1 1 2 1 

11 28 so 47 52 32 45 24 241 230 
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, Table 13 

Distribution of fjopulation by br~ad Age-grouJ)S, sJ, Reli~on 
- ...... 

Broad Age-goup Educational level Religion and 
Caste/Tribe/ 
Community lliiterate Literate without Educational level Primary 

Non-formal Formal 

Animisim 

Mikir 

5-14 
15-59 

2 

60 and above 

Total 

M 

3 

20 
1.38 
25 

1.83 

F M F M 

4 5 6 7 

1~ 42 
145 12 
~ 

1.67 54 
--------.-------------------------------

and Caste!Tribe/CommUllity and Educational level 

Educational level 

Middle Matriculation/ 
Secondary 

Higher Secon- Non-technical Technical diIJ- Graduato and 
dary/Interme- diploma or ploma or Corti- abov. 
diate/Pre- Certificate not ficatc not equal 
University equal to degree to dearce 

M F M F M F M F M F M F 

II 1.2 13 14 15 16 1.7 18 19 20 21. 22 

...... 
2 2 1 

2 2 1 

----------------------

F M F 

8 9 10 

50 
12 

62 

'--~~-------~-

Total Remarks 

M F 

23 24 2S 

62 66 
ISo4 151 
25 , 

241 230 
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Table 14 

Distribution of Households by, O~upation of head of household and Average Educational Score. 

OccLlpation. Number ._. _ .... "~ _ _ rOlll.llaliolL _ _ .._ . _._ _ __... _ A'letage E.4ucational Score. _ 
of bead of of 
bOl.lsChold. . house- ... _ .. . ,. ~.. ,. ~.- . --, .- ,~, - " :Per head Per household Remarks, 

hold ... 
Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

'r 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Cultivator . 92 452 234 218 0'24 0·22 0'27 1'12 0'57 0·65 
1 2 0'66 2'00 0'00 '2'00 2'00 0'00 
6 '10 0;93· 1'66 0'50 7'50 5·00 2'50 

Peon, ' t 3 
Teacher 

" 
2 16 

----------

TabletS 

, Distribution of Housi:h.old~ clauificd by tyPe and Average Educational Score 

Average Educational score 
Typ:: of Household ----------------------------------------~' Remarks 

Per head Per household 

p M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1. Nuclear 0·33 0·33 0·33 1'52 0'71 0'80 
2. Supplemented nuclear 0'22 0'25 0'19 1'23 0'76 0'46 
3. Subnuclear 0'25 0'50 0'00 1'00 1,00 0·00 
4. Single-person 0·00 0'00 0·00 0'00 0'00 0'00 
5. Supplemented subnuclear 
6. Collateral joint . 
7. Sapplernented'Cottateraljoint -. (}-oo (t·oo - 0·00 0'00 (t·oo 0'00 
8. Lineal joint 0·09 0·09 0'09 0'53 0'26 0'26 
9.' SupplementedlinealJoiitt' -~ 0:06 0;10 0,00 0'50 0'50 0'00 

10. Lineal-Collateral joint 0'40 0'38 0,41 5'00 2'50 2'50 
11. Supplem;:nted lineal-Collateral 
U. Self, Wife, mother, unrelated 0,75 0'00 1 '50 3'00 0'00 1'50 ----------- ---_ 

-. 

Knowledgo of Subsidiary LaJ1&Uap and Ayerage Educational Score 

Speakers of Subsidiary Languages ---
Assamese 

Mother tongue Speakers RSlarks 
Number Average Educational Score 

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female 

1 2 '3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Karbi 471 241 230 21 20 0,61 0'50 3'00 
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Workers and Non-wort.crs by _Mot!ter.T01lJl,le 

--------,------------- _______________ ~--_..~.' _I 

Atllevcts ----------__......-----------
-WorkCfS Non-wotters 

----~-----~ 
Work""" NOJa-worFS 

----~-- .~:----~-- ~ 

T M 1! T N f T ¥ F T M F 

Li ...... without 

Non-for.l 
~ 

T M F 
-----------------'---------------~----~----~-------1 

lCarbi 

2 

AlIaJOS. 
0-4 
5-9 

lG-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35+ 

Ap not stated 

3 4 5 '7 • -9 1.8 11 --------
325 163 162 

04 2 2 
54 21 33 
39 11 28 
97 50 47 
Ul 79 52 

--------
19 '50 
44 17 
50 27 
74 33 

'5 292 145 147 
27 
23 
41 

39 15 204-
34 9 25 
91 44 47 

i ~A8 '1'7 Sl 

i2 13 104 105 16 '1'7 

102 55 047 
44 17 27 
20 I) 11 
16 11 5 

---------------- -----------------------.;....------ ~-----

Sex and Educationallevcl 

EduQatioul 4vel ------------- ---,_..~--~_O-------------__ """;""" .. ~---~!""'I"O:__-----~:"':":~__:_ 
)!<iUg3.tJoulleYel 

Non -fOr.Jaal 

------------------------ --------------- --------
Noll-workers Workers Non-workerS WOrkers Non. Workers Workers 

T M P T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F 

-----1i--~---2o-21-i!-23-24-~-2' -V--2a--i--i--~-32-33-34-3S 
---------.----------------.--~~,--------------------------

21 1 .... 1 .... 81 4Q 48 2 2 

30 11 12 
.... 2 2 ~ ~2 -M 

:1<5 .. 8 :....-
~J ~ .. 
4 14 2 2 

---,-------------------_ __.------_._-------_._--



M9ther 
,TO~l.I.e 

71 

Table: 17-concld. 

Worker and Non-Workers by Mother Tong~. 

Educational level 
Middle Matriculation/Secondary Higher Secondary/Intel mediate/PH. Unin lsil), 
----- ----Educationallevel------------------- ------

Non. Workers workers Non'wOrkers WOrkers Non" Wo~kel.1i 

_-_--<-_..,_----- ---'-------- ------- --------- --':"-':;_.~'::;...._.~:---' 

T M F T M F T M 'F . T . M' F T M. F,i 
------.---------.-.---.----~-------------.-r.----------.---~-----------~- ....... -,""t""_"'t--

1 . 2 36 31 38 39 4<1 41: 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

Karbl 
Allages . 
0-4 
5-9 

10-14 
13'-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35 + . 
Age not stated 

3 2 

3 2 

-------------_._-- - ~----- -- --_-_- ---------_-_ .. - --_-_,._--- --= -- _, - -- - ----- - ----

Sex and Ed ucationallevel 
,----- .~------ .. ----

Educational level 

Non·technjcal diploma or 
Certificate not equal to degree 

Technical diploma or Certificate 
Not equal to degree 

Graduate and above 

-----------------------------------------------------
Workers Non·workers Workers Non'workers WorkerS Non'workers 

----------" --- -----~- -------- -------- -----------
T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F ,. 

-----------------.----~---------------------------------------
55 ·56 57 58 60· 61 63 65 66 67 68-

-----~ -------(----------------_._--- ~-.----..,.-~---~-----.-----.-~-.----- --..,..-~ 

T-TotaJ 
M-Male 
F-Female 

11-480 RGI/88 

- .. ' .tr.;.., 
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TABLE 18 

i.,loy_t Status of WotkeJ6 and Place of Work 

Plaoc of wotk 

1 

A. 'Inside the V11Jace 
B. Out side the Village 

DisWlcc of Pla~ 
of work 

2 

Less than 1 Km. 
Rural 1-15 KIDs. 
Hi-2\; Kms • 

Employment Status 

Cultivator 

POlSOn Male Female 

3 4 s 
320 159 161 

----------

Agricultural Labour 

p M F 

6 7 8 

• :we - "'-_ ._ ...... -. ____ _._._..__..-.... ___ , _____ -.. _________________ _ 

Employment Status 

Employer Employee Single Worker Family Worker Remarks 

P M F P M F P M F P M F 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

2 1 1 
2 2 
1 1 --------------------------------------,------------

TABLE 19 

Occul'ation and distance from Place of Work 

Oecu!,atioajas I'Cl' NCO·2 dicit) Number of workers whose place of work is at a distance (in km.)of Remarks 

Less than 1 1-2 3-5 6-10 11-15 16-25 26 + 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 , 

Cultivator (61) 326 
'Ptacher (IS) 2 1 
)ronat lOUd (66) 1 
tt.oD (3') 1 
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TABLE 10 

Occupation and Employment Status of Workers classified by Nature of Industry 

Nature of Industry (the name of Number Occupation (as per Employment Status 
Industry as per NIe) of NCO-2 digit) 

Workers Cultivator Agricultural Labour 

Person Male Female P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Agriculture 320 Cultivator (61) 320 159 161 
Educational Service 3 Teacher (15) 
State Govt. Service . 1 Forest-guard (66) ..... 

1 Peon (35) 

Employment Status 
Employer Employee Single Worker Family Worker Remarks 

P M F P M F P M F P M F 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

3 2 1 
1 1 
1 1 



Duration of Marri;:!ge 

Table 21 

Age at Marr.iag~ aI).d 1'ilne of Marriage 

Aver.age age at 
marriage 

----~~'----~---MaJe F.emale 

'-----,-........,_~---..__...._ ..... 
Below 10 10-12 

M F M F M F -_" --.._,----..... --~--...-;~------~----'"'"'--"'--'-----~-----.----.---------
. 2" 3 4 5 6 7 g 9 

--- -----------:----....,....__'---- -r"-------.-..- --_......;._~ _ _..._,_ _____ _ 
Within 15 yrs. 

15..,....,,29 y rs. 
30+rrs. 

.27:00 
27·69 
28'33 

li·1M 
'18 ·30 
19'37 

3 
3 
.} 

--,-- .-~.--..,-"."'""""". _ __t ......... ___ """"' _ _..._.. _ _,.._.. ___ ._..... ____ _. ........... ,-.....,..----------,-----...... --~ 

---------------------~-~~---~~~----------~--~~~~~~----~~----
Number of males and f.:males muried at the age 

-+------~'---------------------------------~---------------------.------------19-21 16-18 30-34 22-24 25--29 
,----Remarks 

35+ ----------------M F M F M f M. F M F .M 
~--------~~----------~------,----------------,--~~~--~~~~~------------------------------------10 11 

22 
18 
6 

12 

3 

13 

23 
8 
13 

14 15 lu 17 18 19 20 '----_.._.-------.-----
8 
6 
3 

5 
7 
4 

30 
22 

1.0 

Table 22 

1 
2 

I3 
12 
11 

Average age at marriage as related to Sex, Educational level and Time of Marriage 

---------------------,-------- ,--------------,--------

~1 22 

Educational Level 
Number of ever 

married 
Awrage ag(} at m'lrriage of ever Average age at marriage of ever 
m'lrried males who married married females who married 

Male Female 

--------.-------------------,-------2 3 

Earlier 
than 
30 years 

4 

15-29 
years 

5 

--- -
Within Earlier 15-29 

15 years than years 
30 years ----6 7 8 ---------------_..---------------_ .. __......-_ __...__.-- ._---_ -. 

III iterate . 
Literate (without educational 

level) Non-formal Formal 
Primary 
Middle 
Matriculation/Secondary 
Higher SecondarY/Intermediate/ 
Pre-U nivers ity 
Non-technical diploma or Certi. 
ficate not equal to degree 
Technical Diploma or Certificate 
not equal to degree 
Graduate and above 

118 

1 
2 

120 26'21 

27'00 

26·21 

24·00 
27'00 

18'82 

21·00 

Remarks 
Within 
15 years 

9 10 

18 ·94 

--------------------------_ .. _---_ .. _----



Ag;: at Mmioag, as related to distance of Place of Birth from the village 

-----,---.---.----~- -~~ ~ 

Dis'tilnce of place of 
birth (in Km.) 

1 

Less than 5 
5-10 
11-20 
21-50 
51 + 

-~ ----~ 

......_..._..........-.....,......_.....,._......_ 

30-~4 35 + Below 10 

11 12 13 

36 3 

3 

Average age at Numl¥r of males married at the age 
ma'rriage 

Male Female Below 10 10-12 13-15 16-18 19-21 22-24 25-2' ----- --2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
---- --27'51 18'80 3 17 62 

Number -offemales married at the age 
Remarks 

10-12 13-15- 16-18 19-21 22-24 25-29 30-34 35 + 
14 1.5 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

12 46 44 16 3 

-----_ ... - - - -~--~ -~---~-

12 46. 16 
....... ......-,.....---_ ...... __ ._------------
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TableZ4 

Ase at First Marriag~ as related to Present Age 
-------------------_._--_. 
Pcesent Age of Averag~ Number of males mlrried at the age of Number of females married at the age of 
married person age at 

mlrriage 
----- ------------------
Male Fe- Below 15- lS- 20- 25-30- 35+ Below 15- 18- 20- 25- 30- 35+ 

male 15 17 19 24 29 34 15 17 19 24 29 34 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 S 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Up to 19 0·00 17'00 4 2 
20-24 . 24'00 18'92 1 1 7 5 

25-29 .22'80 20'65 4 6 2 S 10 
30-34 . 28 ·00 17 '19 3 S 4 14 6 6 
35-44 .29'91 18'38 6 20 9 1 10 5 9 1 
45-59 .26·00 20'21 4 IS 10 1 4 5 12 2 
60-64 . 2S·91 17'20 1 6 3 2 2 1 2 

65+ . 27·00 19·00 1 4 10 1 1 

Total . 27'51 18·g0 20 62 36 3 1 37 35 45 3 
------

Table 1S 

Average Age at Marriage as related to Caste/Tribe/Community and Time of Marrill.ge 

Caste/Tribe/ Community Number of ever 
married 

Average age at marriage Orever Aver age at marriage of ever 
m'lrrled m'lles who m'lrrled m'lrried females who married 

'----------------- Remarks 
Males Femals Earlier 15-29 Within Earlier 15-29 Within 

than 15 years than years 1 5 years 
30 years 30 years 

---------.-------------------------------
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

-------------------------------------------------------
Mikir . 121 121 28'33 27-69 2·00 19'37 18·30 18'94 
-----------------------------------------------------------

Table 26 

Age at First Marriage as related to Age at Eti'ective Marriage and THme Of M&rrige 

----------------------------------------------------------
Age at tirst llllrrlage Nutn~r ofev.!t 

married 
Average ag! at eff~ctlve 11l'lrriage Average age at effective marriage 
Of ever married m'lles wbO of ever married females wbo married 
marrjed 

Males Females Earlier 15-29 
years 

Within 
IS year 

Earlier 
than 

15-29 
years 

Within 
15 years than 

30 years 30 years 

----------------
1 

Below 10 
10-14 
15-19 
2<l-24 
25-29 
3()-34 
35 + . . 
Age not stated • 

Total 

2 3 4 

1 
72 

20 45 
62 3 
36 31 '97 

3 35·66 

5 6 7 

23 ·20 
27·17 

8 

17'02 
21-28 
25·66 

9 ._-----
14'00 

--------------------------_-1_--,-----------
121 121 32'25 26'20 18·84 14'00 ---,_---"---_._._------_._---------------------------------------
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Table 27 

TyPes of l-louses of S~lected l-lo3uehOlds classifbd by Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community of Head of the Household 
---------------------------------------------------------- ----

Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community 
of head of the household 

Numb.~r of hoase- Num ber of households having 
hOlds ------------------ Remarks 

Separate houses 
with compounds 

Separate houses 
without compounds 

------------------------------------------------------
1 2 3 4 5 

---------------------------------------------------------
Animism and Mikir Tribe . 95 95 

---------------------------------------------.,-----."...._--':""--~---..--

T.ble28 

Households classified by Dilration of Stay of Head of Household In Present Residence and per capita Floor Space 
-----------------------__,---------------------------------
Duration of Stay 

No. 
Of 

No 
of 

-------------------------------------
1 or less 2-3 sq. 
than one mtr. 
Sq. mtr. 

No. NO. No. No. 
of of of of 

4-5 Sq. 
mtr. 

-----
No. No. 
of of 

6--9 Sq. 
mtr. 

-----
No. No. 
of of 

10-15 Sq. 16+Sq. 
mtr. mtr. 

----- -----
No. No. No. No. 
of of of of 

house- mem- house- memo house- memo house- mem- house. mem- house. mem- house- mem
: holds bers holds bers holds bers holds bers holds bers hOlds bers hOlds hers 

------------------------------------------------------------_ 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

-----------------------------------------------------------
Less than 1 year 
1-4 years 
5-9 years 

10-19 years 
20 + years 95 SIS 1 6 1 9 4 46 26 151 37 192 26 111 
-------------------------------------------------------

Total • 95 515 1 6 1 9 4 46 26 151 37 192 26 111 

------------------------------.....----------------------------------
Table 29 

House hOlds Classified by Occup1tlon of Head ofHouaeho}d and per Capita Floor Space 
----------------------------------------------------------
Occupation of head of household 
(as per NCQ-2 DIgit) 

Total Per capita floor space 
---------------------------------

1 or less 2-3 Sq. 4-5 Sq. 6-9Sq, 10-15 Sq. 16+Sq. 
than one mtr. mtr. mtr·l mtrs. mtrs. 
Sq. mtr. 

------ ----- ----- ------- ----- ----- -----
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
of of of of of of of of of of of of of of 

house- memo house- mem- houes- mem house- mem- house· memo house- mem- bouse- mem 
hold bers holds bers holds bers hold bers holds bers holds bers holds bers 



Nature ot Right Time and COSt of Construction and Vahu tion of Honse as related to Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community and 
Occupation of Head of the Household 

Religillll and 
Caste/Tribe/ 
COlDmunity 
of head of the 
hOUsehold 

1 

Occupation of head of 
the Household (as per 
NCO-2,digit Code) 

--_ 
2 

--.-~--....... --+-< 

Animism Cultivator (61) 
and Peon (35) 

Mikir Tribe Teacher (15) 

Number of Households as in Col. 3 whose hoUses Were cons
households tr~ted at 

Number of house. 
holds in Col. 3 
whose houses 
currently valued 

alOin Col. I 
& 2 whose 
nature of right 
Over house 
is 

0-4 Years 5-9 Years 10-19 yrs. 20 + Years Below Rs. Rs. 
---~--- ----Rs. 201/- 500/-

Ow- Ren- Num- AVe- Num- Ave- Num- Ave- Num- Ave- Rs. Rs. and 
ned ted ber r~~ ber rage ber rag~ her rage 200/- 499/- above 

cost cdst cost cost 
(Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.) (Rs.) 

3 4 5 6 1 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
~---~----------------

92 38 295/- 47 7J.)5/- 7 173/- 10 64 18 
1 - 1 200/- 1 
2 300/- t 320/- - 2 

____ .......... -_~_.....-----.....-_~ __ ~_ ....... --............... -..-....,.:o.-.-.... ....... ----.----...-.... ----------------____ _ 
Total 95 39 296/- 48 207/- 8 176'/- 10 65 20 

TabJe31 

Year and Co,t of Comtruction and Present Value of Houses with Reference to Religion and Caste/Tri6e/CommunitY of the 
Head of the Household. . 

Religion and castel Time of construction Total number Averagl; cost of Average value Remarks 
Tribe/C6rlunurtity of houses construction per house at 

per house present 
(Rs.) (Ks.) 

--
I 2 3 4 S 6 

Animism (a) 4 years & lesS 39 295/- 429/-

and r(b) 5-9 years. 48 207/- 325/-

MikirTribe (c) 10-19 years 8 116/· 220/-
(d) 2U--39 years 
(e) 40 + years. 

-----
To~l . 95 241/- 348/-

--~ 

TabJe32 

Distribution o{ HQ~~ by Predomi~t MaterialS o,{ floor. Wall, Roof and Ceil~g c~ssiaed ~y ReliJion and Caste/Tribe/Community 
oj Head of t~ Hwsehold-

Religion, and Predominant material 
Caste/Tribe/ of flo Of 

predominant material Predominant material 
of wall of roof 

CommunitY 
&\mboo M-2 Thatch M-2 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

95 95 

Predominant material 
of ceiling 

M-l M-2 Bamboo 

8 9 10 

--
9S Animism l 

Mikk . 9j 
.-----------~'~'----~-----------~----------------~ 

M-Mltc1'ial 

Door &; :Remarks 
window 

M-2 

11 1'2 
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Table 33 

Distribution of Houses cross·classified by predominant Materials of Roof and Materials of Wall and Roof 

Pred ominant material 
of floor 

1 

Houses cross·classified by predominant materials of wall and roof 

Predominant material of wall predomi nant material of roof 

Bamboo M-2 Thatch M--2 

2 3 4 5 

Remarks 

6 

Bamboo 95 95 M-Material 
----------------~-----.----.-,-- -.-------------------.~-~ - --------........ _---------_ 

Table 34 

Households classified by Number of Members, Number of Rooms occupied and Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community of Head 
of the Household 

--------,---------------------------------- ------------- -- ----- --- ----- -- -------- - - --- -- - ---

Religion and Caste/ Total Total number Total numb~r Households with one room 
Tribe/Community of number of members of rooms 

Household 
with two rooms 

head of household of house' 
holds 
Studied 

M F 

Number Number of members Number 
of house· of hOuse-
holds -----------"------ holds 

M F M 

Number of 
members 

F -------- ___,-___.---------------.----------~~----------'~-- - .. - .. ~----------

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 [0 _11 

Animism andMikir Tribe 95 258 257 330 5 7 
-----------~ ---------------------------- ----------------

---~-------~---- -~------- -- _-----

Households with 
three roomS 

Households with 
four rooms 

Households with five 
rooms and above 

Households with unspe
cified number of rooms 

~---- ------------ ----~---___.-___.---~.- ---_----'--------

Number 
of households 

with details 
No. of No.ofmembers No. of No. of members No. of No. of members No.of No. ofmemb~rs Unspecified 
:bouse- ________ house- --------- house- ----~------ house- --------------
holds M F holds M F holds M F holds M F 

12 

50 

13 

118 

14 

112 

15 

30 

16 

89 

17 

98 

18 

10 

19 20 21 22 23 

44 40 

24 

Remark~ 

25 

-------------------------------------------------------~----------------_---

12-480 RGI/88 
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Table 35 

Availability of Amenities classified by Occupation of Head of House hold. 

Occupation of head of household Amenities and 
(as per NCO-2 digit) -.----.--------------

Kitchen Bathroom 

Availability 

2 

Number 
of house

holds 

3 

Availability 

4 

Number 
of house

holds. 

5 
-----------.-~--~-----------------.------------

Cultivator (61) . 

Teacher (15) 

Peon (35) . 

--------

availability 

Lavatory SOurce of drinking water 

Availability Number) 
of house-

Availability Number 
of hose-

holds holds 
~-~------

6 7 8 9 

(a) Not having 
(b) Having separately 
(c) Shares with other 

households 
(a) Not having 
(b) Having separately 
(c) Shares with other 

households 
(a) Not having 
(b) Having separately 
(c) Shares with other 

households 

Water for washing 

Availability Number 
of house-
holds 

10 11 
----,---------------~ 

a) Not having 92 a) Not having a) Not having 
b) Having separately b) Having separately b) Having separately 
c) Shares with other c) Shares with other 92 c) Shares with other 92 

households households households 
a) Not having 2 a) Not having a) Not having 
It) Having separately b) Having separately b) Having separately 
c) Shares with other c) Shares with other 2 c) Shares with other 2 

households households households 
a) Not having 1 a) Not having a) Not having 
b) Havjngs~parately b) Having separately b) Having separetely 
c) Shares with other c) Shares with other c) Shares with other 

households households households 

(a) Not having 
92 (b) Having separately 

(c) Shares with other 
households 

(a) Not having '"j 
2 (b) Having separately 

(c) Shares with other 
households 

(a) Not having 
1 (b) Having separately 

(c) Shares with other 
households 

Electric Current 

92 

2 

Availabilify Number 
of house

holds 
----~--

12 13 

a) Not having 92 
b) Having separately 
c) Shareswithother 

households 
a) Not having 2 
b) Having separately 
c) Shares with Other 

housoholds 
a) Not havjng 
JJ;) Having seprately 
c) ShareS with other 

households 
_______ ._----o. __ . ____ ._" _______ . __ ...__.__, ______ ---o _______ ~ ____ .. __ ---_ 
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Table 36 

Availability of Amenities classified by Religion and Ca'ste/Tribe/Community of Head of Household 
---------"----- ----------"----

Availability 

1 2 

Animism and a) Not having 
MikirTribe b) Having separately 

c) Shares with other 
. households 

36 

Number 
of house

holds 

3 

95 

Availability 

4 

a) Not having 
b) Having separately 
c) Shares with other 

households 

Number 
of house

holds 

5 

95 

Amenities aatl 

Lavatory 
-------~------

Availability 

6 

a) Not having 
b) Having separately 
c) Shares with other 

households 

Number 
of housc

holf1s . 

7 

95 

._----------_. __ 

~~-----"-__..__j..-----._---------.-,~-...... -........ .....__~ .... ~~-- ... ,-...---......... I.--~-.._ ... __.,----.-.,.-.._....-.._-.--,__~-~""--
Availability 

Source of drinking water 

A vaiiabiJity 

8 

a) Not having 
b) Having separately 
c) Shares with other 

households 

Number of 
house
holds 

9 

95 

Water for washing 

Availability Nmberof 
house
holds 

Electric Current 

Availability 

---- - ~.-- .. -----
10 

a) Not having 
b) Having separately 
c) Shares with other 

households 

11 

95 

12 

a) Not having 
b) Having separately 
c) Shares with other 

households 

Number of 
house
holds 

13 

95 

Remarks 

14 

--_._---------- ....----------------------.--..--- - --.---~--...-~---
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Tahle 37 

Materials of whieh Utensils arc made classified by Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community and migration Status (Migrant or non-Migrant 
with Reference to Place of Last Residence of Head of Household). 

,--~-,-------------------------------
Religion and Castel Migration status 
Tribe/Community of 
head of household 

Total 
No. of 
house
holds 

Number of households where 
cooking utensils are made of 

-----,-----
Cast 
Iron 

Allumi- Steel 
nium 

Number of households where 
utensils for serving food are made of 

----------------------,---------Allumi. Steel Brass 
nium 

-----_._....---_. ----~,-----,------~-----~-----------
Animism and 
MikirTribe 

2 

(a) Migrant. 
(b) Non-Migrant 

3 

95 

4 5 

90 58 

6 7 8 9 10 

95 30 53 

--------------~-------------.-------""""""- --_...-_ .......... _--_----...... ---

able 38 

Male :>r05S, classified by Rcli:~ion and Caste; fribt:/Community of Head of the Household and State to which head of household belongs 

Religion and Caste! State to Number of households where adult male normally Number of households where minor 
Tribe/Community of which usc male nOrmally use 
he3,d of houscllOld head of ----- ---- ---_---

house- Cloth to Pant Dhoti. Turban Waist Pant Cloth to Others 
hold wrap shirt Kurta Coat shirt wrap 

be(o'lgs round the round the 
loin lOin 

(Riko'lg) (Rikong) -- ----------~-- .---------
- 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Animism and Miki~' 
Tribe Assam 95 18 31 90 9 74 12 ---- ---- -------.......__ .... _ ___._ _._----

Table J 9 

1Llle Dress by Occupation and Marital Status of Head of Household. 

Occupation of 
head of 
household 
(NCO-2 
digit) 

Marital status 

Cu[tivat)r 
(61) 

TeJ,cher 
(15) 

Peon 
(35) 

2 

a) Unmarried 
b) Married 
c) Widowed. 
d) Divorced/Separated 
a) Unmarried 
b) Married 
c) Widowed . 
d) Divorce,1.;Scparated 
a) Unmarried 
b) Married 
c) Widowed. 
d) Divorced/Separated 

----------- ----------._.__----
Number of Households where adult male normally 

use 

Wrapper Pant· 
of Loin shirt 
(Rikong) 

3 

2 
87 

3 

2 

4 

2 
14 

1 

Dhoti
Kurta 

5 

2 
25 

1 

2 

Turban Waist 

6 

87 
1 

2 

Coat 

7 

6 

2 

1 

Numbes of househOlds where Remarks 
minor male normally use 

Pant~ 

shirt 

8 

69 
2 

2 

1 

Wrapper 
of Loin 
(Rikong) 

9 

12 

Others 

10 
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Table 40 

Femlle Dress classified by Religion aad Ca~te/Trjbe/Community ofHeac;i of the Household and State to which head of household belolli' 

--------------~._.. 
.Rel gi:~>n .and .Caste/Tribe! State to "hich head Number of households "here 
Community of head of Inusehold of household beloAls adult female normally use 

Number of hQuseholds "here 
minor female normally use 

,-------- Ren'l&rks 
Mekbel., Mekhela, Girdle Petticoat, Pantie &. Others 
.Blouse Breast Blouse FroCk 

Cloth ,------
2 3 5 6 7 8 9 

,----------~,-------------An imism and Mikir Tribe 12 904 904 79 71 ____________ -....---...-__ ....... ___....,_". ______ ....... ____________ ...-".01 __ ,~ __ 

Tahle 41 

female Dress by OccupatioR and Marital Status of Head of Household 

-------------------------- --------------__.--------------------...... ---~-
Occupation of head of Marital Status 
household (NCO-2 
digit) 

Num.ber of households where 
adult female normally use 

Mekhela, Mekhola, Girdle 
Blouse Breast-

Cloth 

Number of households Where 
minor female normally use 

Remarks 
Petticoat, Pantie k Others 
Blouse Frock 

------..... --------------~--.......... ---------------------------~--2 3 " 5 6 7 8 ~ -------_ ............ ---'-_ ....... ------"'-_-_-..... ~-~-----~---~-----~~~--~--
Cultivator (61) 

Teacher (IS) 

Peon (35) 

(a) Unmarried 
(b) Married . 
(c) Widowed . 
(d) Divorced/Separated 
(a' URtlurried 
(b) Married . 
(c) Wido"ed . 
(d) Divorced/Separated 
(a) Unmarried 
(b) Married • 
(-c) Widowed . 
(d) Divorced/Separated 

2 
74 

3 

2 

1 

2 2 
86 86 74 67 

3 3 2 1 

2 2 2 2 

-_" ---~---......___,.--._,.__.---------- ..... ----.---~-------------._...---...... 

Tahle 42 

Presence of Luxury and Costly Goods classified by Religion aDd Caste/Tribe/Community of Head of the Household. 

Religi(1n and Castel 
Trib~!Community 

,--__ ---e _________________ ,_..._ ... L._ 

Total number of Number of Number of househOlds possessing 

households househOlds havinl -----------------------
ao luxury and Wrist- Table Transis- Gramo- Camera Others Remarks 
costly goods watch clock tor Radio phone -------------------,__---'_,-...... _--,--------------------......_......._.......__ 

2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10 

.------------------------------------------------------~~--------,-------------~.-------ABimism and 
MikirTribll 

17 7 3 

--------------,------------------------------------------------------.---------
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Table 43 

Presence of Luxury and Costly Goods classified by Educational Level of Head of Household 
,-----.------------________ ~--...... -.-.I-

Total number of Number of Number of households possessing Educational Level of 
aead of household househOlds households having -~-__ _ -------------

no luxury and Wrist 
costly goods watch 

Table 
clock 

Transistor Gramo- Camera Other 
Radio phone .... ,---'---____ ..... __ ._.,_ __ ..--.....-.t _________________ -____________________ _ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ,-------------------------------------------------
II1iterate . 
1.iterate (without Non-formal 
Educational Level) Formal 
Primary 
Midille 
MatriCulation/Secondary 
Higller Secondary/Intermediate/ 

Pre-Ulliversity . . 
NOIl·tcclutical diploma or Certi· 

icate not equal to decree 
Technical diploma or Certificate 

not equal to degree 
Graduate and above • 

92 87 

2 

4 

2 
1 

2 
1 

1 

1 

---_. --,---_......-~-----------~-----,_---,_--.,_---..-=-~--~~-----,_----_.,...-___....--

Table 44 

Presence of Luxury and Costly Goods classified by Occupation of Head of Household 

Occllp'ltlon of head of the house
hOld (as per N.C.O (2 digit) 

Total No. No. or' 
of house- house~ 
holds holds 

baving no 
luxury 
and costly 
goods 

. Number of households possessing 

Wrist
watch 

Table 
clOck 

Transistor 
Radio 

Gratp,o
phone 

Camera Others 

-------------------~-------------------------_!...-------- -------
Cuttivator(61) . 92 87 4 
Teacher (15) 2 2 2 
PeoR (35) < • • • 1 1 1 _ ... _----------------------------------------_._------ ---~. _--_...._...,....------- - ---

Table 45 

Important Tools and Equipments for Agriculture/Horticulture as related to Occup'ltion of Head of Household 
--------------------------_._---------_._-----__..,.-----------;--'------
QCC\lpation of head of household 
(N.C.O.-2 digit) 

Total No. 
of house
holds 

No. of 
house· 
holds 
owning 
land 

----1-------------------2----3---

Number of househOlds using 
---------------------.~---

Plough Spade Sickle Dao Others 

......--_- --------_-_._---- ----~--
4 5 6 7 8 

_:_CUlti~r (61 ).----------------92---92--- 4-' ---9:2- ----9:2----92---------
Teacher (15) 2 2 2 2 2 
Peon (35) • 1 1 1 1 

-------------------------_._--'---"---'--_ .. _---"--_.-,--~----.----------
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Table 46 

Nature of Mlrriag~ P..lymcnt given by Household in case of Marriage of Male classified by Occupation of Groom 
--------------.------~-,~~-------;__-.-.-------------.-.--------------_._-'----

Time of Nature of payment Number of grooms belonging 
marriage to (as per N.C.O.-2 digit) 

------------.--.:---.--~---,----------.------
C1sh 
only 

Kind 
only 

S~rvice 
only 

cash & 
kind 

G1sh & Kind & 
Service Service 

Cash, 
Kind & 
Service 

Cultivator Teacher 
(61) (15) 

Peo. 
(35) 

... 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
--------.. -. ---.--.. ----.--.-.-.---.----------;:-.. ----;-~-------.-:------------------.----.-

Less than 5 
years 
5- 9 yr~ .. 
10-19 yrs. 
20-39 yrs. 
4O+yrs. • 

19 
19 
41 
36 
6 

18 
19 
40 
35 
6 

1 
1 

1 

--_._------ --- -.-------- ._------------------

Table 47 

Nature of MarrIage Payment Nceived by HOJsehOld inc1se of Marriage of Fem'lle by Occupation of Groom 
-------_._-------------------_._ .. _ .. _---_._-----_. __ ._-------------.--'_-

Time of 
marriage 

cash 
only 

Nature of Paym~nt 

Kind 
only 

Service 
only 

C.lsh& 
kind 

Cash & 
Service 

Kind & C1sh. 
Service Kind & 

Service 

Number of grooms bolonJilll to 
(as per N.C.O. -2 digit) 

Cultivator Teacher 
(61) (IS} 

Peon 
(35) 

_______________ ._~ ___ M _________ • _________________ • ___________________ _ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Less than 5 
years 19 19 
5-9 yrs .• 19 19 -
10-19 yrs. 41 - 41 
20-29 yrs. 36 35 
40+years. 6 6 
-----.------~-------------.--~-,-------.--------~-.------_._------------_._------

Table 48 

ltem~s of Foyi s~rved to diff~(,<mt cl,tepries of p1rticipltlts at tle m'lrriage feast cl3 s"ified by Religion and caste/Tribe/Community 
of the aead of the HousehOld andTjm~ ofm'lrrV!ge of person Married (Male) 
Religion-Animism. Tribe:_' Mikir 
------------_._----------_.--------------------_--------._---- --- - _ .. __ ---..-
C1tegaries of plrtic!plnts Numb:!r of m'lrria. No. of m1 rriages 

ges during less ,during 5-9 years 
than 5 years where where 

was served 
N.)n-veg,~tariall 

was served 
N01'V~g~tarian 

No. of mlrriages 
during 10-19 years 
where 

was served 
N '.)'l·ve g,~tariall 

No. of m'lrriages No. of marriages 
during 20-39 years during 40+ yrs. 
where where 

was served 
NOll-vegetarian 

was served 
Non-vegetarilln 

Rice Meat Wine Rice Meat Wine Rice Meat Wine Rice Meat Wine Rice Meat :Wl~ 
--------,_._-------------------------------------------------

1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 IS 16 ------------------------_._-------------_._._------_._-_._-_._------_ 
Villagers Including Lineage 
member & Affinal Kin) 19 19 19 19 19 19 41 41 41 36 36 36 6 6 

------------_._------------------------
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Tallie 49 

Item, o( F<l:)j 5ervod to dift'Jrent c'lteg ories of p1rticiplnts at the lllarria,e (c"'st el8 $sitied by R~Ii,ion 
af the H\J<1d of the Household and Time of m~rriage of Penon married (Fomale 

and Ciste/Tribe/CommuRity 

"'lilion-Animism. Tri~-Miklr 

ea",Qrles Nllmb~r of mlrria-
liIf particil)iLuts ges during Less 

than 5 years where 

was served 
Non-vegetarian 

No. of mlrdage'> 
durlna 5-9 yearli 

where 

was served 
Non-vegetarian 

No. of m'lrriages 
durinalO-19 
yoars where 

waS, served 
NOA.Veaetllrilln 

No. of marriages 
duriIl120-39 

yeacli where 

was served 
Non.vep:tarian 

' .. 
No. of marriageS 
during 40+ yreas 

'where 

wlls served 
Non-vegetarian 

Rice Meat Wine Rice Meat Wine Aiee Meat Wine Rice Meat Wine Rice Meat Wille 

--------------------------------------_------------------------~ 
2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 11 12 13 14 t5 16 

---------------------------.-----------~----------------- --'-_"--
VHlaaeri (including Line-
a .. member & Affinal Kin) 19 19 19 19 19 19 41 41 36 36 36 6 6 

"_ --- ---- - - - - - _-- -~-- - -----------------------------------_._..-:.._---_,_ 

Table 56 

'It.'.lstrictiorts and Pfcscription of Food ani W.J~k cJnnected wit. Bktlt t»f a Cilill1 witla refcreAee to Sell: of the child classified b'j 
Religion and Caste/Tribe of Hea.d ofth. Household (Fe mille child) 

--;...,._-----------------------------------------------------_._"---- --
:t.ilal.U and C\ste/Tribe 
.r Read of the househOld 

Number of births 
that occurred at 

NUlllber of elrth$ waere 
mother was subjected in 
resPect of food to 

Number of births No. of births 
where mother where fOr 
was lIubjected mother 
iJ1 rC})ect of specilllly 
work to prescribed 

food was 

No.o( 
births 
wheIe for 
mother 
'specially 
prescribed 
wOrk was 

------------ ---------- -------_._--- -----------
.Father's Within Within Normal solid Restric- Heavy Cook- Light Food-2 Work.1 
place the the during tion work in, food during durin, 

Distirct Stllte during durin, during during 
-----------........... --------- -------_._------ _....._._--- __ ._-_..___. 

Pre- Confine- Post Post- Post- POSt- :rime-] Time·1 
natal ment Ilata) Ratll) nata) natal 

-----------------------------------------------~-----------~ 
1 2 3 4 5 6 ., 8 9 10 11 12 

----, ----------------------_._----------------------_.--"-------.--
N.lbalsm aad Mikir Tribe 51 51 51 51 51 

-----,--,----------------_._----------------------------'_--._--_._-----



Qccaplltlon of beau of household 
as-pe-, Np----2 Dig; r 

DegcJlt'~lon 

CulUy;a,or (61 I 

TeaOher(15) 
i>eon(Z,5l . 

15 

Numbe .. of 
households 

2 

87 

'fable 51 
Oecupational Shift 

Inter-generation 

Number of cases where occupation or 
father of head of household is/was 

Number of cases where occupatiOll of 
father'~ fat her of head of hOusehold islwa~ 

Same as in Col. I Different from that in Same is in Col. I 
Col, 1 and is 

Different and is 

Cnltivation Cultivator 

3 4 5 6 

92 

N1:ImUol' cf cases where Number of cases Number of cases Numb;;r of cases 
where occupation of 
mother (i f WOr kin g) 
is/was 

Number of eases where 
occupation of daughter (if 
working) is/was 

oCcUpation of son of where occupation of where occupation of 
head of ~lnugehold isi mother', father is/was mother's hrother is! 
was was 

~"- ------- -.- -- -- _.- -
S'llllC 23 h Difti:rent Same as in Dfferenl Same as n Different Same as in Different 

Co1.'I and is Cot .1 and i~ Col. and is Col. I and is 

--.~-.----

Same:1,; in 
COL I 

CuUivator Cuitivator CultivatOr Cultivator 

Different 
and is 

Cultivator 

12 
-------~~----

'/ s 9 10 11 13 14 15 16 17 -- _._._, -- _------- --- -- - ---- ---.--- -- - --~ -_ ----~-
83 92 45 

2 2 2 
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Table 52 

Ex.PCclalion about Occup 1tiol1 of SeD as felat.,:u to Oc:.;upatioll of luforms:nt classifkd by Religion ,ina 
Caste/Tdbe of the Head or the Household 

Rellgloll---· Allimisll1, Tribe-Mikir 

OGclJplltion of Informant (Occupadon as Per 
NCO-2 digit) 

Cultivator (61) . 
Teacher (15) 
Peon(35) 

Number Number expecting Son to be in 

CultIvation Govt. Service Others 

2 3 4- 5 

92 60 32 
2 2 

Table 53 

Expectation about Occupation of Daughter as related to Occupation of Informant by Religion and C<l,lcjTribc. 
R;)ligioll-Anlmism, Tribe-Mikir 

6 

i-

Occupation of Informant (as per NCO-2 
digit) 

Number Number expecting daughter to be in Remarks 

1 

Cultivator (61) 
Teacher (15) 
Peon (35) 

2 

92 
2 

Cultivation 

3 

56 

Table 54 

Govt. Service Weaving 

4 5 (; 

16 2() 

K'Dwledgc -1 b.y.lt Family Plaulling Measures as related to Education, IV;:.ligioll and Ca:;t/Tribe of ini'orm.a:G2 

Religion and castel Educational Status 
Trfbe of informant ---.. ---------------

Illiter:lte, Literate upto Matric, 
l\1atric and above 

Total 
number 

Number awilre of 
- -.--------------- - ~makl"s 

possibility of Family planning 
prevention of measures 
buth 

-. , 

-_ ----_._ - ----'- - ----_ -- -- ---_- __ ._----_._--_------ --- ~ ·-·--';:'I---~ 

3 4 5 
---------.....-...----.----------------.---.---.-.~ --~--~---.------------.-------. ...,..-.. ---- ---------~----- -.---

Animism and 
MikirTrlbe 

Illiterate 
Literate hut below Matric 
ivlatric and above 

Table 55 

92 
2 
1 

7 
2 

7 
2 

·,6 

H .. ~ason for Considering a nUl11h::r of Children as D<lSirable as reported by persons classified, by Religion and Caste/Tribe 
and Education 

-_,_ .. _---------_.--_. -------- ~-,.....__-.- --- _. ---- -----.--.-------~------.-,---.---.~-----~.-.-.. -~-.--
Religion and caste! 
Tribe 

Edu cationa I sta tus Total 
number 

Number reporting as desirable 
--------~-----------~-. ----

Children numbering for 

Prosperous and happy Help of hOllsehold 
life work 

Son 1 + Son-2 + Son.3 + 
Daughtes-l Daughter-1 Daughter-:? 

Any No. 

~----------------~------------------------------ -------------
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

-~---~_---~------------~----:....-_---..... ------~---~~ - ----- - -------- --_ -- -- -- ~ ----_, 
Animism and 
Mikjr Tribe 

Illiterate . 
Literate but below Matric . 
Matric and above 

92 
2 

6 11 
1 

34 
1 
1 

41 

--,_- ... - .. -.--~-- ........ ---......_~---.__-------------------- _".- --~-- - - - -- - -.__ -- --.-~ ~ ~ -- -- -- -__ .- --- .. --.-.~-
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Table 56 

A~pilalion about nllmb~r of Son~ and Daughters in case of persolls with sPOuse alive classified by Religion, CastejTrih: 
and Education, 

----------~.---------~-

Rdlglon and Number who arc illiterate and 
C·lstojTribe who aspire to have sOils and 

daughters 

Animism and 
MikirTribe 

-- ----- -_-_--

son-1 
-1-

Daughter-l 

2 

S ') -_ 
-T 

D-! 

3 

11 

_-- -- -- -_. ----
S-3 Any 
-1- No. 

D-2 

4 5 

34 41 

---:------------~-:-------:--------- --. 
Number who are lIterate upto Number who are matric and 
Matric standard and who aspire above and who aspire to 'have 
to have sons and daughters sons and daughters 

S-l 
+

D-l 

6 

S-2 

D-l 

7 

S-3 

+ 
D-2 

8 

Any 
No. 

9 

S-l 

+ 
D-l 

10 

S-2 
+ 
D-I 

11 

S-3 

+ 
D-2 

12 

Any 
No 

---------------------------------------------
(Note :--Awiration [')1' number of children also illcludes the existing ones.) 

Table 57 

A;[)iratioa ab:)Ut I1Jmlnr of S0115 & D.lllghter., ill C'lS'~ of p~rsO!lS with sp3llse alive classified by Religion,Caste/Tribe and Industria 1 
Category 

.--------.--_.--_-_--- -.----.------~-------.-----.----- ..... --------------------------~--.- .. -.--_-----_._-
Religion and 
C l,tc1Trlb; 

Anlll111s.m and 
MildrTribc 

SOIl-l 

+ 
D1Ughkt-l 

2 

6 

Industrial category 

G.J Itivatioll-l 

S-2 S-3 

D-I ~D-2 

3 4 

11 34 

Any 
No. 

5 

41 

5-1 

+ 
D-1 

6 

S-:? 

+ 
D-l 

7 

S-3 

+ 
D-2 

8 

Any 
No 

9 

S-l 

+ 
D-l 

10 

Peon-IX 

S-2 

+ 
D-l 

11 

S-3 Any Remarks 
+ No. 

12 13 

~--~__..-------~--~.~--.-.---~~ .. -.--~-------~.--~---.--'--""_""-'--~--'_'_"'--- -~-------.--,-.-~ -------- -- -- - -~ -- - --
*'S.' Stands for 'Son' and 'D.' stands for iDaughter'. 

Table 58 

Practice of F,111lily Ptalliling Measures by Religion, caste/Tribe, Education and Sex 

R'l1g1on anJ C lste/TribJ 

-------------- ----
Animism and 
MiklrTrIbe 

EdllC'ltion1.! u.:vcl 

2 

Numb:3r of males 
adopting 

Contraceptive 

3 

Number of 
females adopting 

Pill 

4 
-----------~-- ---- ---- -_ -------------------------- -- - ------

Illiterate 
Literate upto Matric (below) 
Matric and above;~ . 

5 
1 
2 

2 

------------.------~.--.----.-~ -~.-----.--------.---.----.----.--- -_._-_-_ -- ----~---- - -- -- --_. __ 
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Table 59 

Killowlei.lge ab;)utlndian SUcial Legislations as related to Reiigion and Caste/Tribe/Community and Education of Informant 

RelIgion and Ca,tefTribe/Communlty 
of Informant 

Total 
number 

of in for
mants 

Number of illlterates 
ha ving knowledge !no 

knowledge about 
Indian SocIa! 
Legislations 

Number of literate~ 
upto Matric standard 
having knowledge/ 
nO knowledge a bOlil 

Indian SOcial 
Legi,tatIons 

Aware not aware Aware NOI aware Aware 
____ -_____________ ~ ____________ ~ ____ " ___ • ___ -~_,_-_~ __ .- ___ '" _ •• __ • ~~ __ • ~ ___ ~ ___ " _ •• n __ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Animism and MikirTribe . 95 91 .1 

Table 6() 

Number of educated 
above MatrIc 11a ving 
knowledge/no know
lcgde about Ill.dian 
Social Legislations 

Not aware 

8 

Knowledge about IlldianS~,;ial L'~gislatiOll:i as related to occupation and Education of (h<: Informant 
-.~.~--.-------------.-.------------ ----~.------- .. --.-- - -- _. -- -
Occupation of the Informant ~ Total Number ofilHterates Number of literate, 
(as per NCo-2 digit) number having knOwledge! upto matric stan

ofinfor- no knowledge about dard having know
mants Indian Social Legis- ledge/no knOWledge 

lations tabout Indian SOcia I 
Legislations 

Aware Not aware Aware Not awarc AW:l,'C 

1 

Culti vator (61) 
Teacher (15) 
Peon (35). 

• 
• 

2 

91 
3 

3 4 5 7 

91 
3 

Number Ofcducated 
above Matric having 
knOWledge/no know,· 

ledge about indIan 
Soda I Leglstati()n~ 

8 



Tab!..: 61 

Dj"tribu,tiou of land (C'lltivltion hOlding) "by Nature .of Terrain and by Size-Group of bo ldlng 

SiZ'l group of ho.tding 
(In hectare) 

Total L'l,nd by nature of terraln covered by the site group of hOlding 
number ---~------------------------- -- -- _- - - _- -- - --

of House- Total Total L'\nd by Nature L'l.nd by Nature L'\ndby Nature Remarks 
wt<1s n1ol1Ilber lland ------------------------------

of House- Up-land Total Slope Total Flat Total 
hOlds House M b.ouse- HouseM 

hOld hOld hOld 
--.-~--------z---3----4----s----6---7-----8----9-----1o---11-

------_._----------------------------- - ----.----~-----------
Below 0·50 
0'50-0·99 
1 ··00---; 1r '99 
2··00-2·99 
3·~3.99 

4'00-4·99 
5'00-7'49 

20 
40 
35 

8 '20 
27.28 
39,;33 

6·00 
19-28 
37·38 

15 
25 
20 

2'20 
8·00 
2·00 

5 
15 
15 

-----------------------------------------------~---~----- -----
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Table 62 

Distribution of H:Juse holds classified by Religion, Clst~/Trib~/Community P03session and Size-group of Cultivation Holdings and 
Number of plots 

Size-group of holdings 
(In hectares) 

1 

Below 0'50 
0·50-0·99 
1 ·00-1 '99 
2·00-2'99 
3·00-3·99 
4'00-4'99 
5'00-7,49 
7·50-9·99 
10.00-19 '99 
20'00-29'99 
30 '00-39 '99 
40 '00-49 '99 
SO ·00 and above 

Total 
No. 
of 

house
holds 

2 

20 
40 
35 

Toal Number of households belonging to 
land ------------------------------------
pos- SchedUled Caste and SchedUled Tribe (Mikir) 
sessed having plots -----------------------
by Animism and having Other Religion and 
the plots having plots 

house-
holds 1 2-5 
(In 
hectare) 

3 

8'20 
27'28 
39·38 

95 74'86 

4 5 

6-10 11 + 

6 7 8 

2-5 6-10 11 + 1 2-5 6-10 11 + 

9 

20 
40 
35 

95 

10 11 12 13 14 IS 

--------------------------------------------------_._..._--
Note: (1) C Iltiv"ltio 1 holdln.g wlll include all cultivable land irrespective of nature Of right. 

(2) In cOlumn-I, SIze-group of holding means total land possessed by household in ranges. 
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Table 63 

Own~rship of A~icultural OrdJfticlltllr11 L~u::l illside the Vililge Or within 2 K'Us. from outer periphery oftne vlilage 
where the Household is situated classified by Religion and Caste Tribe/Community 

Religion and CastefTrlbef 
Community 

Animism and Mlklr Tribe 

number 
of hose
holds 

2 

95 

Number 
of house
holds 
having 
agricul
turalor 
hortieul
turalland 
inside Or 
adjoining 
the 
village 

3 

95 

Tattle 64 

Number of households having agricultural or 
horticultural land 

Adjoin- Wthin a Within a More 
lng the distance distance than 
house of 1 Km. of 2-3Kms. 4 Kms. 

4 5 6 7 

45 43 7 

Average 
si1e 

(Hectare 
of agri

cultural 
land per 

huse
hOld) 

8 

1 '28 

Crop production, consumption and mlrk~ting, ctassifbd by Religion and Clste/Tribe/Community 

--------------_._-_._-------------------------------------~-----

Religion and Castel Total Number Crops Number Yieldper Consump- Marketing 
Tribe/Community nllmb;:r of house- c'lltivated of house- cultiva- tion per per 

of house- holds holds ting cultiva- cultiva-
holds having cultiva- house- ting ting 

agricul- tlng hold house-
turalor house- (in quintal) hOld Remarks 
horticul- hold 
turalland 

----1----------2------3----4-----5---'6----7---8------9----
AnimismandMikIrThibe~--------------ru~-----9s--1S.3s---RA--N.A.-The~~~~~;~-

95 95 Maize 50 0 '46 N.A. N.A. med and marketed 
Cotton 48 0 ·29 N.A. N.A. as furnished byres-
Sesame 61 0 ·12 N.A. N.A. pondents being ima-

gineryand far from 
accurate has not 
been recorded. 

--------------------_._------_._------------------------------
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Table i5 

Anima 1 Husbandry classified by purpose, Method of Feeding ;Problems and Prospects. 

----------------------------------.- --_-
D~scriptlon Nw:·raber Purpose 
of livestock Of house-
an.d poultry holds 

rearing 

Number of house
holds rearing and 
following in respect 
of feeding 

N~mber of hous'
hOlds rearing and 

reporting 

Nu~ber of house 
helds rearing, and 

reporting 

----------- -------- ....---------------
Tradi- tmpra. Both No pro-Iem ProsPect 
tioDM prQve Tradl-

naland 
ImProve 

----------------------------------------_. __ ._----------------
2 3 5 6 7 8 

------------------------~-.----.-----------------.--------------

Pig 85 

Fowl 39 

Goats 34 

Bu ffa low 2 

Plge<tn 4 

Domestic consumption 
Use as drauiht power 

L<>oally 
Sft Ie Export 
Others (spe~ifY)social use. 
Domestic Consumption 
Use as draught power 
Sale Locally 

Bxport 
Others (specify) Social use 
Domestic Consumption 
Use as draught power 
sale Locally 

Export 
Others (specify) 
Domestic consumption 
Use as draug)lt power 
Sale LOcally 

Export 
Others (spt!cify) 
DemestkCousumQtioll: 
Use as dr.aught power 
Sale Locally 

Export 
Others (spt!cify) 

85 

26 

85 
89 

n 
34 

34 

2 

4 

85 

26 

35 
19 

U 
34 

34 

2 

4 

-----------------_-..----"------::--_._---,_._----------------------_._----------

6ollactiOIltOf FOrest Produce Hunting and C'.)llection of Fuelwood, Fishing Mining and Quarrying etc. classified by 
Religion/ Caste/Tribe and Category of Member of Household undertaking the activity. 

-----~-------------------.------------------.---_....-----..---------... -
Description of activIty Religion and Caste/Tribe Number of households where the activity is undertaken by 

--------------------------- Remarks 
Male 
only 

Female 
only 

Male & 
female 
both 

Children All cate- Others 
only gory 0{ 

members 
----------------------------------------------------------

Hunting 
Collection of Fire wood. 
FIshing 
Minin& and Quarryin& . 

2 

Animism and Mikir Tribe 
Animism and Mikh- Tribe 
Animism and Mileir Tribe 
Animism and Miklr Tribe 

3 4 s 6 1 8 9 
.. --------------- ------------_._--------

21 
1 5 

1 
89 
70 24 

-------------"-----------_._---._-------------0:-_. _____________ _ 



$cason (Indicate month) Number of house-holds engaged in 
and a"or&,. ItllIBber the activity whO belong to 
of hour ----------------- Remarks 

Animism, Sche- Religion, Caastej 
duled TdbC- Tri'ble-2 
'Mikirc 

1 2 3 04- 5 G 
-----------

Hunting LOcsiforest Oetober to December, 21 
& hours. 

Collection, fire· wood Local forest Whole year, 4 hours 95 
Fishing Kalonga riTer (3 klll. Whole year 5 hours 95 

from the "illa,e) 
Mining aDd quarryDg - _____ . _____________________ ~ ...... ____ - _________ ._~ ____ -__ _..._, ........ L_'~_"""""""_'''''_' 

Table A 

Inter HousehOld Cooperation in Collection of Jungle Produce, Hunting, Fishing, Milling and Quarrying classified by Religion! 
Caste/Tribe of Households, undertaking the Activity. 

-----------------------_._--------------
Nl1mb~r 

of house
holds 

Number of households repOrting, inter househOld cO-operation 
involvIng persons of the other houieholds who aro 

under- Kin Of head of Non-kin 
taking household 

Number of house
hOlds reporting 
inter-household 

N"ture of R~ligion, 
activities Clste/TriBe 

of house
hold, 
undertaking 
the activity the -------- ---------------.--------,------- Remarks 

activity Catelo. Catego- Persons of same Persons of other Persons of other 
ryof ryof Religio!\, Clstej C1ste/frlbe but Religion 
kin kin Tribe same Religion 

(eg. (eg. sister'i Male Femlle Male Female Male Female 
Brother) husband) 

2 3 4 5 6 7 g 9 10 11 

Terms 
and 
condi
tion-I 

12 

Terms 
and 
condi. 
tlon-2 

I3 14 ------------_. ------------------------_._--------------------
Hun'l.ing AIilimtsQt' •. 21 21 

Schedule, 
Tri1Jo.;- Mikir 

Collection, Animism. 95 9S 95 
fire-wood Schedule 

Tribe-Mikir 
Fishing Animism 95 '5 95 

Schedule 
Tribe-Mikil 

Mlninr; and Animism 
quarrying Schedule Tdbe-

Mlkir 

-----------------------------------------------------------
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Table 69 

Househotdand Sm'lIlSc1 te Industry by Type OfPfOiuct, classifi~d by Religion and C:lste/Tribe/Communlty of Head ofhousehotd. 

Type of Product 

1 

Weaving. 
Blacksmithy 
Bamboo & Cane works 

Total num ber of Number of Households engaged in manufacture 
Households engaged ----------------------------------
in Household and Religion & Clste/Tribe/ Religion & caste/Tribe! 
Small scale Industry Community Community 

2 

94 
6 

89 

Animism and Mlkir Tribe 

Household 
engaged 

3 

94 
6 

89 

Number manu- Household 
factured engaged 

4 

Not available 
Not available 
Not available 

Table 70 

5 

Number manu
factured 

6 

Household and Small Scale Industry cl assified by Owa;:rship of Agricultural Vind in and around the village 

Households owning agriculturalland Numb;:r of households englged in household and small Scale 
industry hy type of product 

Weaving Blacksmithy 

2 3 

Bamboo & Cane 
products 

4 

Remarks 

7 

Remarks 

5 
--------,----------~.---------~-------------- - -.------~-----------

Upto 2·5 hectare 94 6 89 
--------------------------------"--------------:-----------------

Table 71 

H()as~hold and Smll! Selle Itldustry by tyP;: of product and type of Main raw m'lterial classified by source and Implements. 
tOols etc. 

--------------------------._------_._---.-------------------------
Type of product Numb~r of household using raw mlterials Number of household using 

------------------------------- Remarks 
Cotton thread Bamboo Iron Weaving Knife, Axe, Others 

and cane from loom Dao, 
------------- ------ hammer etc. 

Market Cotton Forest Market 
plant 

--------------------------------------'----------------------
2 3 4 ! 5 6 7 8 9 

----------------------------------------------------------._ 
Weaving (Cloth, Chadar etc.) . 
Blacksmithy (Axe, knife. etc.) . 

Bamboo" cane works 

68 94 

89 

94 
6 6 

39 
---_..-_----------------------_._-------------------------- ------
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Table 72 

Distribution of Hi):.IsehOlds with r~fer<)llce to l'lCCJlll') Gro:.lp, 0;';'1 p1 tioll anrf C.\st'?/Tri be/Community of Head of the Househod 

IncQ,m Group (In rup~e5 yearly) Total llLlmb~r of 
househods 

HOJseholds belonging to 

Mikir Tribe Caste /Tribe /Communi ty-2 
Remaks 

Having Having 

Cultivation Peon Teacher Occupation-l 
----------------------.--~----------------------.--------------

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
-----------------------------------------------------------

Upo Rs. 300 
Rs.301-600 
Rs.601-900 3 3 

Rs.901-15oo 36 36 

Rs.1501 + 56 53 1 2 
-------------------------------------------------------_-...,_---

Table 73 

Distribution of Households classified by caste/Tribe/Community and n'lture of expenditure 

------------~-----------~ 
caste/Tribe/ No. Number of households where annual expenditure on 
Community Of 
oCthe head of house- Food to total 
the house- hOlds texpendiure 

-------- Remarks 
Clothing to total expen- Land Revenue to total Education to total 

diture expenditure expenditure 
hOlds ---------- ----------- -----____________ , _______ _ 

UPto 26-50% 51-76 %HUpto 26- 51- 76%+ Upto 26- 51-76%+ Upto 26- 51- 76%+ 
25- 75% 25% 50% 75% 25% 50% 75% 25% 50% 75% 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Mikir Tribe. 95 95 81 14 95 61 
-~-----------------------

MGIPF-480ROI/88-5-6-89-300. 





TIle vilfage Lower Primary School 





Husking of rice 

/ 
All eLderly woman busy in cooking food III the kitchen 





1/1 search of firewood. 

Women returning home with a rich haul of firewood. 





Mikir Wom en at their loom 

\ 

/ 





A Typical Mikir House. 

'-1nothel Mikil HiJl~u. 





~ good meal is always a source of joy. 





Some of the 01'1l'ame7~ts lI!orn by the Mikirs. 

/ 





A. few oj the fishing and hunting implements 




