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FOREWORD 

"Regional divisions of India-A Cartographic Analysis", of each State and Union 

Territory Volume, 1991 is undertaken by the Map Division of this office. The project is in 

continuation of a similar 'Occasional Paperl published during the 1981 Census. In this study, 

r regions are delineated at macro, meso, rillcio- ~nd' \>ub-1hicr~ level in each state/union 
. , ~ 

territo!)" While delineating such regions, the physio-geograpblc factors are taken into 

account. These physio-geographic factors consist of (i) Physiography; (ii) Geological 

structure; (iii) Forest coverage; (iv) Climatic conditions and (v) soils. The sub-micro regions 

are delineated within the district keeping in view the above physio-geographic factors. The 

regional boundaries delineated earlier at different levels are retained as such. However, the 

jurisdictional changes at the district level during 1981-91 were added in the respective 

regions. A few more tables and maps on educational level of primary and secondary schools 

and availability of medical facilities at the villages, have been appended in this volume. 

This publication consists of three parts. Part I contains the brief introductory note on 

Regional Divisions of India along with a map of India showing the regional boundaries at 

micro level. This part is common for all the States and Union Territories Volume. Part II 

deals with the description of Regional Divisions of each State and Union Territory. In this 

section, there are nearly 21 maps related to different themes e.g. density, sex ratio, grovvth of 

popUlation, workers, literacy and the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. These maps 

are prepared at the sub-micro level. Part III is mainly devoted to presentation of data and 

maps of the districts. The districts are divided into sub-micro regions of the fourth order and 

brief analysis of each of these sub-micro regions is written and supported by tables relating to 

the main demographic theme of the districts. 

This project is executed under the technical supervision of Dr. R. P. Singh, Assistant 

Registrar General (Map) and other officers and staff of the Map Division of this office and 

Directorate of Census Operations of StatesfUnion territories. The officers and the staff 

associated with this project are acknowledged separately. An effort is made to publish this 

volume on Compact Discs also for the convenience of the users. I hope this publication will 

be useful for administrators, geographers, demographers and others interested in different 

fields of popUlation study. 

New Delhi 
Dated: 30.1.2001 
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J. K. Banthia 
Registrar General and 

Census Commissioner, India. 





PREFACE 

The publication entitled "Regional Divisions oflndia - A Cartographic Analysis" was 

first brought out after 1981 Census in respect of all States I Union Territories. As the 

publication provided useful information for the use by the Planners, Research Scholars, 

Geographers, Oovemement I Semi-government agenpies and departments, an attempt has 

been made to bring out similar publication based on the data collected through 1991 Census.· 

The present publication consists of three parts. Part I, which has been drafted by the 

Map Division, consists of a general note, brief characteristics of Regional Divi~ions. and 

Statements on Physio-Geographic Regions of India. Part II provides information in respect 

of Regional Divisions of Chandigarb. which inter alia include position of Chandigarh in India 

and other population and geographical characteristics. In Part ill, a description of 

Chandigarh District broadly classified in two regions viz., Chandigarb Shiwalik and 

Chandigarb Plain has been provided which also includes maps and tables containing region 

wise data of Chandigarh. 

The work on "The Regional Divisio·ns of India -A Cartographic Analysis" has been 
'1 :." 

done under a plan scheme sanction~d by the ·Planning Commission. The publication bas been 

prepared and publishe4 und,er the ~verall ~dan?e. and d4'e~~~ps of Shri J .K.Bantbia, lAS, 
... . ., ,i''l 

. the Registrar General & Census Commis~ioner, In~ia and I extend my sincere thank_s for the 

same. I also thank Dr.R.P.Singh, Assistant Registrar General ~p) who provided the 
• '¥' . _., • )0.0- • • 

cartographic planning & guidance for the publication. I record my deep appreciation for the 

efforts put in by the officers and staff of Census and Map Divisions of this Directorate. 

Chandlgarh. 

Date: 
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SHAMLAL GOYAL 

DIRECTOR. 
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PART-I 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 
OF INDIA 





REGIONAL DIVISIONS OF INDIA-A CARTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

GENERAL NOTE 

Region is a complex phenomenon, which varies according to the purposes but must 

have homogeneous characteristics. To delineate a region in a country like India with an area 

of 32,87,263 Km2, extending between latitudes of 8° 4' 28" and 37° 17' 53" North and 

longitudes of 68° 7' 53" and 97° 24' 47" East and having a great range of geographic 

variations is a gigantic task. In the changed scenario of planning where emphasis is being laid 

on grassroot level planning, the delineation of sub-micro region having village as a unit, is 

very significant. For carving out such natural regions, the following considerations, inter alia, 

are to be kept in view: 

(i) Contiguous geographical area; 

(ii) Homogeneous administrative machinery capable of formulating and 

implementing integrated area plans; 

(iii) Reliable statistical data base; 

(iv) Existence of nodal regions; and 

(v) Amenability of the natural boundaries to marginal adjustments so that the 

former, by and large, conform to administrative boundaries at given points 

of time. 

In India, district is a defined administrative unit, which is planning unit also. The 

district boundaries do coincide with regional boundaries and have reliable statistical data base. 

Hence, district has been taken as a basic unit of delineation. 

A number of scholars have delineated the natural regions of the country, which was 

mainly based on physical factors. Accordingly, they divided the country into traditional 

regions of mountains, plateaus and plains. In Census of India, A. Mitra and late P. Sengupta 

attempted the regionalisation of the country taking into consideration district as a basic unit of 

data presentation but they have not taken into consideration the intra-district variations. Hence 

this study was undertaken during 1981 to delineate sub-micro region in each district based on 

physio-geographical characteristics. While delineating the sub-micro region, village was taken 

as a basic unit of demarcation. Since each sub-micro region has been clearly delineated in 

rural and urban constituents, the demographic characteristics and other statistical data can be 

generated for the post-census period also to the extent to which village-wise / town-wise data 

are available. The scheme was the first of its kind in the history of the Census in India and 

would serve as a useful framework for the administrators, planners, researchers and other data 

users for area specific planning. 

The basic work of delineation of sub-micro region at district level was undertaken 

during 1981 Census as a plan project and separate volumes for each State / Union Territory 

was published during 1981 Census. Present study is in continuation of the 1981 project in 

which sub-micro regions delineated during 1981 Census and published in the respective 

volume were adopted in the same pattern without any change. The code structures of the sub-micro 

regions are also the same used in 1981 Census. A detailed description of the code structure is given in 
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the Macro and Meso regional divisions of India. However, the new administrative changes 

during 1981-91 were added in the respective sub-micro regions as per the list given herewith: 

Region 

No. 

1 

1.4.3. 

1.4.4. 
1.5.2. 

1.5.3. 

1.5.7. 

2.2.1. 

2.2.3. 

2.4.1. 

2.4.2. 

2.5.1. 

2.5.2. 

2.6.1. 

2.6.2. 

Micro region 

2 

Western Arunachal Pradesh-Himalaya 
Eastern Arunachal Pradesh-Himalaya 
Manipur Hills 

Imphal Valley 

Cachar Plain 

Eastern Haryana Plain 

Southern Haryana Plain 

Northern Upper Ganga Plain 

Southern Upper Ganga Plain 

Middle Ganga Plain-West 

Middle Ganga Plain-East 

North Bihar Plain 

South Bihar Plain 

4 

Newly Created Districts 

(1981-91) 

3 

(i) Tawang 
(i) Changlang 
(i) Ukhrul 

(ii) Senapati 
(iii) Tamenglong 
(iv) Churachandpur 
(v) Pocket of Imphal 

(vi) Chandel 

(i) -Imphal 
(ii) Bishnupur 

(iii) Thoubal 

(i) Haila Kandi 
(ii) Karimganj 

(i) Yamuna Nagar 
(ii) Kaithal 

(iii) Panipat 

(i) Rewari 

(i) Hardwar 

(i) Firozabad 

(i) Kanpur Dehat 
(ii) Kanpur Nagar 

(i) Mau 
(ii) Siddharth Nagar 

(iii) Maharajganj 

(i) Madhepura 
(ii) Araria 

(iii) Kishanganj 

(i) Khagaria 
(ii) Jehanabad 



2 (3 

2.6.5. Proper Delta (i) North 24 Parganas 

(ii) South 24 Parganas 

2.7.1. Western Brahmaputra Valley (i) Kokrajhar 

(ii) Bongaigaon 

(iii) Barpeta 

(iv) Nalbari 

(v) Dhubri 

2.7.2. Central Brahmaputra Valley (i) Sonitpur 
(ii) Marigaon 

2.7.3. Eastern Brahmaputra Valley (i) Dhemaji 
(ii) Tinsukia 

(iii) Jorhat 
(iv) Golaghat 

3.1.3. Banas Chambal Basin (i) Dhaulpur 

3.2.2. Mirzapur Uplands (i) Sonbhadra 

3.3.1. Ranchi Plateau (i) Gumla 
(ii) Lohardaga 

3.3.2. Hazaribag Plateau (i) Dumka 
(ii) Deoghar 

(iii) Godda 
(iv) Sahibganj 

3.3.4. Singhbhum Plateau (i) Pashchimi Singhbhum 
(ii) Purbi Singhbhum 

3.7.2. Wardha-Penganga-Wainganga Plain (i) Gadchiroli 

3.8.1. Eastern Plateau (i) lalna 
(ii) Latur 

3.9.3. Southern Karnataka Plateau (i) Bangalore Rural 
(ii) Bangalore Urban 

3.10.1. Eastern Flanks of Sahyadri (i) Dindigul-Anna 

3.10.2. Tamil Nadu Uplands (i) North Arcot-
Ambedkar 

(ii) Tiruvannamalai-
Sambuvarayar 
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2 3 

4.2.1. Maharashtra Littoral (i) Sindhudurg 

4.2.2. Goa Coast (i) North Goa 
(ii) South Goa 

4.2.4. North Kerala Coast (i) Kasaragod 
(ii) Kannur 

4.2.5. Central Kerala Coast (i) Palakkad 
(ii) Thrissur 

4.2.6. South Kerala Coast (i) Alappuzha 
(ii) P a than am th i tta 

(iii) Kollam 
(iv) Thiruvananthapuram 

4.3.2. Sandy Littoral (i) Pasumpon Muthu 
Ramalinga Thevar 

(ii) Kamarajar 
(iii) Chidam baranar 

4.3.3. CoromandeI Coast (i) Chengalpattu M.G.R. 
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BRIEF CHARACTERISTICS OF REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

1. THE NORTHERN·MOUNTAINS: 

The Northern Mountains corresponding with the Himalayan zone facing the northern 

frontier of the sub-continent comprise Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Northern Uttar 

Pradesh, Sikkim, Northern West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, 

Tripura, Meghalaya and part of Assam. The Northern Mountains have been divided primarily 

according to the geology and forest cover. The relief and drainage however, have also played a 

dominant role in establishing various sub-divisions within the Himalayan zone. This macro 

region has been divided into 5 sub-regions (meso) and 24 divisions (micro) on the basis of 

above mentioned factors. 

These sub-regions are: 

1.1 Jammu and Kashmir Himalaya: 

This sub-region covers the entire Jammu and Kashmir and is further divided into 

following three divisions (micro regions) 

1.1.1 Ladakh 

1.1.2 Kashmir Valley 

1.1.3 Jammu 

In these divisions, the relief presents remarkable variations. The grouping of the 

districts has been made in conformity with the geological structure, elevation and forest cover. 

Other factors do not play significant role in delineating these divisions. However, sub-montane 

soil (Podsolic) is dominant in the Kashmir Valley and brown hill soil is seen in the southern 

part of Jammu and Kashmir. Ladakh region is fully predominated by mountain meadow soils as 

well as glaciers and eternal snow. Forest is mostly alpine type in the northern regions and sub

alpine in the southern regions. 

1.2. Himachal Pradesh Himalaya: 

The entire state of Himachal Pradesh falls under this sub-region. It has been further 

divided into the following 4 divisions: 

1.2.1 Northern Himachal Pradesh 

1.2.2 Trans-Himalayan Zone 

1.2.3 Central Himachal Pradesh 

1.2.4 Southern Himachal Pradesh 

Geologically, it is almost similar to that of Jammu and Kashmir Himalaya. However, 

this sub-region is characterised by marked variations in the relief features, mainly on the 

consideration of micro-relief and little variations in soils. 
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1.3. Uttar Pradesh Himalaya: 

This sub-region has been divided into three divisions, viz., 

1.3.1 Kumaon Himalaya-North 

1.3.2 Western Kuma on Himalaya, Siwalik and Doons 

1.3.3 Kumaon Himalaya-East 

In these areas, the elevation has been taken as the main basis for classification. 
Geology and forest have also been taken into account. The soils are mostly of brown hill type 

in the sub-region with marked differences in the southern Siwalik zone, locally known as 
'Tarai' and 'Bhur' soils. The Kumaon Himalaya-North has important peaks like Nanda Devi, 
Kamet and Badrinath. The Ganga and the Yamuna have their sources in this region. The 
Western Kumaon Himalaya, Siwalik and Doons cover Dehradun, Garhwal and Tehri Garhwal 

districts and have an elevation of 900 to 1000 m. The Kumaon Himalaya-East which comprises 

Almora and Nainital districts is marked with some narrow valleys on high altitudes. 

1.4 North Eastern Himalaya: 

This region includes four sub-regions extending over Sikkim, Darjiling and 'Duar' 
areas of West Bengal and Arunachal Pradesh. The Darjiling section of the Himalayan zone 
rises abruptly from 'Duar' plains of West Bengal. Three high peaks namely, Siwal~k Phu (3630 
m), Sabargam (3546 m) and Phalut (3596 m) are located in this section of Himalayan 

I 

zone. Similarly, the lofty range of about 5000 m. with intermittent summits are the chief 

characteristics of Arunachal Pradesh. Weather is gamp and cold and the forests are 

dense. Annual rainfall ranges between 250 and 350 cm. The drainage is in evolutionary stage 

and immature. This region has been divided into 4 divisions as below: 

1.4.1 Sikkim Himalaya 

1.4.2 Darjiling Himalaya including 'Duars' 

1.4.3 Western Arunachal Pradesh Himalaya 

1.4.4 Eastern Arunachal Pradesh Himalaya 

1.S Eastern Hill Zone: 

This region represents the eastern section of Himalayan zone extending over Nagaland, 

Manipur Mizoram, Tripura, part of Assam and Meghalaya. This region is interspersed with 

plains especially in Silchar, North Cachar Hills and adjoining areas. Topographically it is 

rugged. The slopes are quite steep. Over the Tripura region, the topography has interspersed 

ranges and valleys. Consequently communication is difficult. 

The Khasi and Jaintia Hills region in Meghalaya is like a table land. Ge«?logically it is 
an eastward extension of the massive block of the peninsular region broken by the alluvium of 
Bengal basin. In its long geological history, this region is said to have been submerged during 
Mesozoic and early Tertiary times due to marine transgression which was further uplifted at 
the time of Himalayan orogenesis. 
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The region has been divided into 10 divisions as below: 

1.5.1 Nagaland Hills 

1.5.2 Manipur Hills 

1.5.3 Imphal yalley 

1.5.4 Mizo Hill Zone 

1.5.5 Tripura Plain 

1.5.6 Tripura Hills 

1.5.7 Cachar Plain 

1.5.8 Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills 

1.5.9 Eastern Meghalaya 

l.5.10 Western Meghalaya 

2. THE GREAT PLAINS: 

This is the most important zone in view of human concentration and it stretches from 
Rajasthan via Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal to the eastern section of 

Brahmaputra Valley. It is an enclosed vast basin of various small and large rivers separated 

by 'alluvial divides'. 

The western section compnsmg arid Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi 

and Western Uttar Pradesh is slightly higher in elevation (over 150 m) than the eastern section 
of the plain. However, according to elevation, this plain shows three levels of relief. 

configuration, between 0 to 75 m. in the eastern section, 75 to 150 m in the Central Uttar 

Pradesh and 150 to 300 m. in the western zone with the exception of small zone in eastern 
laisalmer district where the elevation is below 75 m. Geologically the whole region is made 
of alluvium brought by rivers from the Himalayas and this is a gradational plain formed during 

Pleistocene and Recent geological times. On the basis of drainage, soils and rainfall, the 

region has been divided into 7 (meso) sub-regions and 24 (micro) divisions: -

2.1 Punj ab Plain: 

In this plain 4 divisions as listed below have been delineated on the basis of soils and 
rainfall. Soils are alluvial with variations of 'banger' and 'Khadar'. Agriculturally, this is the 

most important region. 

2.1.1 Ravi-Beas Inter-Fluvial Plain 

2.1.2 Hoshiarpur-Chandigarh sub-montane Plain 

2.1.3 Beas-Satluj Doab' 

2.1.4 Punjab Malwa Plain 

2.2 Haryana Plain: 

In this region which also includes Delhi, three divisions have been delineated on the 
basis of topography and distribution of soils which are sandy and calcareous. 

2.2.1 Eastern Haryana Plain 

2.2.2 Western Haryana Plain 

2.2.3 Southern Haryana Plain 
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2.3 Arid Rajasthan Plain: 

This meso region receives an average rainfall of less than 40 cm. It has been divided 

into four micro regions mainly on the basis of distribution of rainfall which are: 

2.3.1 Ghaggar' Plain 

2.3.2 Rajasthan Bagar 

2.3.3 Extremely Arid Tract 

2.3.4 Luni Valley 

2.4 Upper Ganga Plain: 

This is the vast stretch of the Ganga Plain where the rivers are playing an important 
role in carrying out definite influence of their own. In general, the soil is alluvial but 
variations h.ave developed on the upland and the low land areas. The Upper Ganga Plain has 

been divided into 2 divisions, viz., 

2.4.1 Northern Upper Ganga Plain 

7.4.2 Southern Upper Ganga Plain 

2.5 Middle Ganga Plain: 

This is the transitional zone between the Upper Ganga Plain and the Lower Ganga 

Plain and has been divided into two divisions, viz., 

2.5.1 Middle Ganga Plain-West 

2.5.2 Middle Ganga Plain-East 

2.6 Lower Ganga Plain: 

The characteristics of the landscape in the Ganga Plain change abruptly in Lower 

Ganga Plain extending over Bihar and West Bengal due to high rainfall. It has an elevation of 
below 75 m. and has been further divided into following six micro regions: -

2.6.1 North Bihar Plain 

2.6.2 South Bihar Plain 

2.6.3 Barind Tract 

2.6.4 Moriband Delta 

2.6.5 Proper Delta 

2.6.6 Rarh Plain 

2.7 Brahmaputra Valley: 

The Brahmaputra Valley presents typical geographical features. In general, the valley 
has an elevation of below 75 m. The eastern section is more undulating. Rainfal1 is very high 

and river pattern is braided in various sections of the Brahmaputra. The tributaries joining the 
main river Brahmaputra 
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discharge large amount of water during the monsoon' period and ,hence cause floods in the 
valley region. It is also covered with luxuriant vegetations throughout. Hence, on-these basis 
this valley has been divided into three divisions with definite characteristics. 

2.7.1 Western ~rahmaputra Valley 

2.7.2 Central Brahmaputra Valley 

2.7.3 Eastern Brahmaputra Valley 

3. THE DECCAN PLATEAU: 

The Deccan Plateau represents the whole of South Indian tableland. From the point of 

view of geology. the whole region is composed of metamorphic rocks of pre Cambrian age. 

Considering drainage, elevation, forest cover, soils and rainfall, sub-divisions were delineated. 
In general, the elevation rises to over 1000 m. in the south while it hardly exceeds 500 m. in 
the north. The rivers of this region have mostly reached their base level of erosion which have 
carved wide valleys in various regions of considerable importance. This region has been 

divided into 12 (meso) sub-regions and 33 micro divisions. 

3.1 Semi-Arid Rajasthan: 

This portion of Rajasthan is marked with intervening valleys where the soils are red, 
yellow and mixed red-black in character. The regional characteristics of this region are 
different from those of the arid zone of the Rajasthan (2.3). The annual rain fall here varies 

from 35 to 45 cm. Besides; the vegetation is partly developed over the hills and slopes which 
mostly belong to semi-arid type; while the arid plains are infested with thorny scrub and bushy 

vegetation. This region has further been divided into three divisions: 

3.1.1 Aravalli Range and the Associated Uplands 

3.1.2 Semi-Arid Uplands of Eastern Rajasthan 

3.1.3 Banas-Chambal Basin 

3.2 Uttar Pradesh Uplands: 

Uttar Pradesh Uplands represent well defined zone of Vindhyan System in the 

south. The average elevation is 500-600 m. and slope towards the plain in th'e north. The 

divisions made in this meso region are: 

3.2.1 Jhansi Uplands 

3.2.2 Mirzapur Uplands 

Jhansi Uplands are comparatively dry while the Mirzapur Uplands are wet. 

3.3 Bihar-West Bengal Uplands: 

Bihar-West Bengal Uplands region, is one of the most interesting regions for the studies , 
in geomorphology and cultural geography. The whole region belongs to the unclassified 
crystalline rocks. The elevation of the Bihar Highlands known as Chotanagpur Plateau, is in 
the range of 300-900 m. which is often high above 900 m. at places in the form of rounded 

hills. Soils in this region are mainly red 
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and yellow, and red sandy. Red and black soils are predominant in Singhbhum region. The 
drainage is radial. Forests are dense in Palamu, Ranchi and Hazaribag areas, while it becomes 
sparse in Puruliya on account of degenerated soils on the uplands. On the basis of elevation 

and nature of topography the region has been divided into 4 divisions: 

3.3.1 Ranchi Plateau 

3.3.2 Hazaribag Plateau 

3.3.3 Puruliya Uplands 

3.3.4 Singhbhum Plateau 

3.4 Northern Madhya Pradesh Uplands: 

The Northern Madhya Pradesh Uplands region has been sub-divided into three 
divisions. In general, the elevation is between 300-600 m. with numerous hills which are 

thickly forested. The Northern Madhya Pradesh is typically a ravine and derelict land zone on 

account of erosion by the tributaries of Chambal system. The Northern Madhya Pradesh 
Uplands-East region represents the Vindhyas with well developed scraps. Three divisions 
made in this meso region are: 

3.4.1 Northern Madhya Pradesh Ravine Uplands-West 

3.4.2 Northern Madhya Pradesh Uplands-Central 

3.4.3 Northern Madhya Pradesh Uplands-East 

3.5 Central Madbya Pradesh Plateau: 

The Central Madhya Pradesh Plateau inherits a complex geology. In general, Gneisses, 

Vindhyans and Gondwanas are fairly represented here. Forest is deciduous and presents large 
varieties of Sal. Soils are primarily medium black to deep black types. The region has been 

sub-divided into three divisions: 

3.5.1 Sagar Plateau 

3.5.2 Bhopal Plateau 

3.5.3 Ratlam Plateau 

3.6 Soutbern Madhya Pradesh Uplands: 

The region in general represents black soil. Annual rainfall varies between 200-300 

cm. The whole region is densely forested in general. Accor4ing to the elevation, drainage and 
micro-orographic characteristics the region has been divided into three divisions. 

3.6.1 Narmada Region including Flanks of Vindhya and Satpura 

3.6.2 Mahanadi Basin 

3.6.3 Madhya Pradesh Dandakaranya 
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3.7 Northern Maharashtra: 

The Northern Maharashtra represents the major soil regions developed over 'Deccan 
Flows'. In this region average annual rainfall ranges between 40 and SO cm. The altitudinal 
characteristics are quite pronounced and hence the delineation of above regions is based on the 
'Valleys and divides' concept of orography of the region. It has been further divided into 
following two divisions: 

3.7.1 Tapti-Purna VaHey 

3.7.2 Wardha-Penganga-Wainganga Plain 

3.8 Maharashtra Plateau: 

This meso region in general, has an altitude ranging between 300 and 900 m. and 
extends over basalts. Some high ranges like Ajanta range, Harischandra range, Mahadeo range 
and .Balaghat range break the monotony and thus form a mosaic of plateau with protruded hills. 
Annual rainfall in general, varies between SO and 100 cm. except in the central region of 
Maharashtra Plateau, which generally gets less than SO cm. rainfall. Forest cover, in general, 
is sparse and at places dense which is of dry deciduous type. Consequently two divisions have 
been made in this region, viz., 

3.S.1 Eastern Plateau 

3.S.2 Western Plateau with Protruded Hills 

3.9 Karnataka Plateau: 

The Karnataka Plateau is a well defined plateau region of the Deccan over the 
unclassified crystalline rocks in general, the northern portion is having an elevation of about 
300 m. with a westward slope, while the southern portion is high (over 900m.) and slopes 
towards the southeast. Tungabhadra river cuts it into two regions. Average annual rainfall is 
around SO cm. in major parts of this region. Soils in the northern Karnataka are black, while in 
the south these are mostly laterite, red sandy and red l.oamy. Forests are dense only in Malnad 
bordering Sahyadri where the main elevation reaches 1000 m. with heavy rainfall of 150 em. 
per annum. Three divisions made on the above considerations in the region are: 

3.9.1 Northern Karnataka Plateau 

3.9.2 Central Karnataka Plateau 

3.9.3 Southern Karnataka Plateau 

3.10 Tamil Nadu Uplands: 

This region is the southern extension of unclassified crystalline rocks of Cambrian 
period and is marked with fairly wide valley of Cauvery and its tributaries. In general, the 
elevation is over 900 m. in the west due to southern Sahyadri and Nilgiri Hills. The western 
and the eastern flanks get an annual rainfall of about SO-200 cm. but the central part of the 
uplands is almost dry. Due to comparatively high rainfall the hilly areas are forested. On the 
basis of elevation two divisions have been carved out which are: 

3.10.1 Eastern Flanks of Sahyadri 

3.]0.2 Tamil Nadu Uplands 
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3.11 Aodhra Plateau: 

Andhra Plateau is another well-defined plateau region over the Archaean gneissic rock 

of Southern India which is drained mO"Stly by Godavari, Krishna and Penner river systems. 

Over the western margins, ~he soils are mostly medium black with intrusion of deep black soils 
in Krishna valley. The rest of the region is characterised by red sandy soils. The average 

annual rainfall is below 80 cm. in this region. The region is covered with deciduous forests. 

On the basis of elevation and other considerations, the region has been divided into four 

divisions and identified as: 

3.11.1 Godavari Depressions 

3.11.2 Telangana Plateau 

3.11.3 Krishna Piedmont Plain 

3.11,.4 Rayalaseema 

3.12 Orissa Highlands: 

The Orissa Highlands region is comprised of the north-eastern extension of 
unclassified crystalline rocks of the Deccan Plateau. Here the topography is rugged and 
elevation is about 1,200 m. in Koraput Plateau. The Mahanadi and Brahmani rivers have 
carved out well defined valleys. Soils of the region are mostly red and sandy interspersed 

with red and yellow soils in some areas. The western portion of the region consists of deep 

valleys with spurs. In general, the southern portion is much more dissected and higher than the 

northern, where the range of elevation is between 300 and 900 m. Average annual rainfall of 

the- region is between 200 and 300 cm. The region has been divided into two well marked 

divisions according to elevation, viz. 

3.12.1 Northern Orissa Highlands 

3.12.2 Southern Orissa Highlands (Orissa Dandakaranya) 

4. TIlE COASTAL PLAINS AND ISLANDS: 

Geologically the Coastal Plains adjacent to the Peninsular region are mere 'Shore 

Facies' of the Deccan Trap. The region has attained a definite regional approach for 

classification on account of coastal alluvium characteristics hemmed in between the Sahyadri 

and Arabian sea in the west and the Eastern Ghats and Bay of Bengal in the east. The rainfall 

varies in the sections which is high (above 300 cm.) in the Western Coastal Region and low 
(100 cm.) in the Eastern Coastal Region. The Coastal Plain has been sub-divided into 4 (meso) 
sub-regions and 20 micro divisions. 

4.1 Gujarat Coastal Plain: 

This region represents almost the whole of Gujarat state. This region is composed of 

'Deccan Flows' and coastal Tertiary deposits. Gujarat Plain is drained by Sabarmati and Mahi 

rivers. Eastern Hilly Region is comprised of Panch Mahals and the Dangs districts. Kathiawar 

Peninsula is partly rocky having an elevation of above 75 m. Radial drainage is the chief 

characteristic feature of this zone. 
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Kachchh Peninsula solely corresponds with Kachchh district. The chief characteristic 

feature of the region is the sandy plain with isolated rocky hills. All these regions may 

typically be said as semi-arid while the Kachchh Peninsula is arid. The above mentioned four 

regions are as follows: 

4.1.1 Gujarat Plain 

4.1.2 Eastern Hilly Region 

4.1.3 Kathiawar Peninsula 

4.1.4 Kachchh Peninsula 

4.2 Western Coastal Region: 

The Western Coastal Region lies just bordering the Sahyadri (the Western Ghats). The 
width of the region is often very narrow in Karnataka Coastal Region which broadens further 

south in Kerala. Rainfall is quite heavy over 300 cm. per annum. Six divisions have been 
demarcated in this region which cover portions of Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, Mahe 

district of Pondicherry and South Goa and North Goa districts of Goa. The six divisi5>ns are: 

4.2.1 Maharashtra Littoral 

4.2.2 Goa Coast 

4.2.3 Karnataka Coast 

4.2.4 North Kerala Coast 

4.2.5 Central Kerala Coast 

4.2.6 South Kerala Coast 

4.3 Eastern Coastal Region: 

The Eastern Coastal Region can be distinguished from the Western Coast because the 

basic geographical factors of these two regions vary to l!. great extent. The 100 cm. isohyetal 

line separates the eastern and western coastal areas at the district level at Kanniyakumari. The 
Eastern Coastal Region is wide and the soils differ appreciably within this region. The big 

rivers carve out broader valleys or deltas, which give further help in establishing the division 
in the Eastern Coastal Region. The Eastern Ghats are broken as they do not run as continuous 

geographical barrier. The region has been divided into 8 divisions viz. 

4.3.1 Kanniyakumari Coast 

4.3.2 Sandy Littoral 

4.3.3 Coromandel Coast 

4.3.4 Southern Andhra Coastal Plain 

4.3.5 Krishna Delta 

4.3.6 Godavari Delta 

4.3.7 Northern Andhra Coastal Plain 

4.3.8 Mahanadi Delta 
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4.4 The Islands: 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal and Lakshadweep in the 
Arabian Sea vary between themselves in geographical location as well as in human geography 

and form two micro region~. 

4.4.1 The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are composed of more than 300 named and 

unnamed Islands. Out of them 33 major islands are inhabited, while the remaining islands are 

uninhabited. Geologically, sandstone and shales of Eocene period predominate. Due to hot and 

humid climate, soils are lateritic and degenerated with luxuriant growth of vegetation cover. 
Coral formation is the chief characteristics of the islands and so the group of islands forms a 

definite entity of a region on these considerations. 

4.4.2 The Lakshadweep islands have developed very near to the continental shelf of 

the Indian coast. The total number of islands is 27 of which 10 are inhabited and the remaining 

17 uninhabited. 

These two present a peculiar geographical environment, ecology and cultural zone of 
India. 
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PBYSIO-GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS OF INDIA (REGIONAL DIVISIONS) 

Regions with Sub-Regions Divisions with State/Union 

Code No. with Code No. Code No. Districts Territory 

(Macro) (Meso) (Micro) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

The Northern Jammu & Ladakh Ladakh & Kargil Jammu & Kashmir 

Mountains Kashmir [1.1.1 ] 

[I] Himalaya Kashmir Valley , Anantnag (K.S.), Jammu & Kashmir 

[Ll] [1.1.2] Baramula (K.N.), 

Pulwama, Badgam, 

Kupwara and Srinagar. 

Jammu Doda, Jwnmu, Kathua, Jammu & Kashmir 

[1.1.3] Punch, Rajauri and 

Udhampur 

Himachal Northern Himachal Chamba Himachal Pradesh 

Pradesh Pradesh 

Himalaya [1.2.1] 

p.2J 

Trans Himalayan Kinnaur and Himachal Pradesh 

Zone Lahul & Spiti 

[1.2.2] 

Central Himachal Kangra, Kullu, Una, Himachal Pradesh 

Pradesh Hamirpur and Mandi 

[1.2.3] 

Southern Himachal Bilaspur, Solan, Shimla Himachal Pradesh 

Pradesh andSinnaur 

[1.2.4] 

Uttar Pradesh Kumaon Chamoli, Pithoragarh Uttar Pradesh 

Himalaya Himalaya-North and Uttarkashi 

[1.3] [1.3.1] 

Western Kumaon Debra Dun, Garhwal Uttar Pradesh 

Himalaya, Siwalik and Tehri Garhwal 

& Doons 

[l.3.21 

Kumaon Almora and Nainital Uttar Pradesh 

Himalaya-East 

[1.3.3J 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

North-Eastern Sikkim Himalaya North District, Sikkim 
Himalaya [ 1.4.1] West District, South 

[1.4] District and East District 

Darjiling Himalaya Darjiling and Jalpaiguri West Bengal 
including Duars 
[1.4.2] 

Western Tawang, West Kameng, Arunachal Pradesh 
Arunachal Pradesh East Kameng, Lower 
Himalaya Subansiri, Upper Subansiri, 
(1.4.3J West Siang and 

East Siang 

Eastern Arunachal Dibang Valley, Lohit, Arunachal Pradesh 
Pradesh Himalaya Changlang and Tirap 
[1.4.4] 

Eastern Hill Nagaland Hills Kohima, Mokokchung, Nagaland 
Zone [1.5.1J Mon, Wokha, Zunheboto, 
[1.5] Phek and Tuensang 

Mani pur Hills Ukhrul, Senap~ti, Manipur 
[1.5.2J Tamenglong, Pocket of 

Imphal, Churachandpur 
and Chandel 

Imphal Valley Imphal, Bishnupur, Manipur 
[1.5.3] and Thoubal 

Mizo Hill Zone Aizawl, Lunglei and Mizoram 
[1.5.4] Chhimtuipui 

Tripura Plain South Tripura and Tripura 
[1.5.5] West Tripura 

Tripura Hills North Tripuril Tripura 
[1.5.6] 

Cachar Plain Cachar, Hailakandi and Assam 
[1.5.7] Karimganj 

Karbi AngJong & Karbi Anglong and Assam 
North Cachar Hills North Cachar Hills 
[1.5.8] 

Eastern Meghalaya West Khasi Hills, East Meghalaya 
[1.5.9] Khasi Hills and Jaintia Hills 

Western Meghalaya West Garo Hills and Meghalaya 
[1.5.10] East Garo Hills 

The Great Punjab Plain Ravi-Beas Amritsar and Gurdaspur Punjab 
Plains [2.1] Interfluvial Plain 
[2] [2.1.1] 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Hoshiarpur- Chandigarh, Hoshiarpur Chandigarh U.T. 
Chandigarh Sub- and Rupnagar and Punjab 
Montane Plain 
[2.1.2] 

Beas-Satluj Doab Jalandhar and Punjab 
[2.1.3] Kapurthala 

PunjaJr..Malwa Bathinda, Firozpur, Punjab 
Plain Ludhiana, Patiala, 
[2.1.4] Sangrur and Faridkot 

Haryana Plain Eastern Haryana Ambala, Yamunanagar, Haryana 
[2.2] Plain Kurukshetra, Kaithal, 

[2.2.1] Jind, Kamal, Rohtak, 
Panipat and Sonipat 

Western Haryana Hisar, Sirsa and Haryana 
Plain Bhiwani 
[2.2.2] 

Southern Haryana Delhi, Gurgaon, Delhi U.T. and 
Plain Mahendragarh, Rewari Haryana 

[2.2.3) and Faridabad 

Arid Rajasthan Ghaggar Plain Ganganagar Rajasthan 
Plain [2.3.1] 
(2.3] 

Rajasthan Bagar Churu, Jhunjhunun, Rajasthan 

(2.3.2] Nagaur and Sikar 

Extremely Arid Bikaner and Jaisalmer Rajasthan 

Tract 
[2.3.3] 

Luni Valley Barmer, Jalor, Jodhpur Rajasthan 
[2.3.4] and Pali 

Upper Ganga Northern Upper Bijnor, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh 
Plain Ganga Plain Meerut, Moradabad, 
(2.4J [2.4.1] Muzaffarnagar, Rampur, 

Saharanpur and Hardwar 

Southern Upper Aligarh, Agra, Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh 
Ganga Plain Bareilly, Budaun, 
[2.4.2J Bulandshahr, Etah, Etawah, 

Farrukhabad, Kheri, 
Mainpuri, Mathura, Pilibhit 
and Shahjahanpur 
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(1) (2) {3) (4) (5) 

Middle Ganga Middle Ganga Allahabad, Bahraich, Uttar Pradesh 
Plain Plain-West Bara Banki, Faizabad, 
[2.5] [2.5.1] Fa.tehpur, Gonda, Hardoi, 

Kanpur Dehat, Kanpur Nagar, 
Lucknow, Pmtapgarh, 
Rae Bareli, Sitapur, 
Suitanpur and Unnao 

Middle Ganga Azamgarh, Ballia, Mau, Uttar Pradesh 
Plain-East Siddharthnagar, Basti, 
[2.5.2] Deoria, Gorakhpur, 

Maharajganj, Varanasi, 
Jaunpur and Ghazipur 

Lower Ganga North Bihar Plain Pashchim Champaran, Bihar 
Plain [2.6.1] Purba Champaran, 
[2.6] Darbnanga, Muzaffarpur, 

Purnia, Madhepura, 
Saharsa, Araria, 
Kishanganj, Saran, 
Sitarnarhi, Begusarai, 
Madhubani, Katihar, 
Samastipur, Vaishali, 
Siwan and Gopalganj 

South Bihar Plain BhagaJpur, Gaya, Munger, Bihar 
[2.6.2] Khagaria, Patna, Bhojpur, 

Nalanda, Jehanabad, 
Nawada, Rohtas and 
Aurangabad 

Barind Tract Koch Bihar, Maldah and West Bengal 
[2.6.3] West Dinajpur 

Moriband Delta Murshidabad and Nadia West Bengal 
[2.6.4] 

Proper Delta Barddhaman, Calcutta, West Bengal 
[2.6.5] Hugli, Haora, North 

Twenty Four Parganas 
and South Twenty Four 
Parganas 

Rarh Plain Bankura, Birbhum and West Bengal 
[2.6.6J Medinipur 

Brahmaputra Western Kokrajhar, Barpeta, Assam 
Valley Brahmaputra Karnrup, Bongaigaon, 
[2.7] Valley Nalbari, Goalpara and 

[2.7.1] Dhubri 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Central Darrang, Sonitpur, Assam 
Brahmaputra Nagaon and Marigaon 
Valley 
[2.7.2J 

Eastern Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Assam 
Brahmaputra Tinsukia, Sibsagar, 
Valley Dibrugarh, Jorhat and 
[2.7.3] Golaghat 

The Deccan Semi-Arid Aravalli Range and Ajmer, Alwar, Banswara, Rajasthan 
Plateau Rajasthan The Associated Chittaurgarh (part), 
[3] [3.1] Uplands Dungarpur, 

[3.1.1] Jaipur, Sirohi and 
Udaipur 

Semi-Arid Uplands Bhilwara, Bundi, Kota, Rajasthan 
of Eastern Jhalawar, Tonk and 
Rajasthan pocket of Chittaurgarh 
[3.1.2] 

Banas-Chambal Bharatpur, Dhaulpur and Rajasthan 
Basin Sawai Madhopur , 

[3.1.3] 

Uttar Pradesh Jhansi Uplands Banda, Hamirpur, Uttar Pradesh 
Uplands [3.2.1] Jalaun, Lalitpur 
[3.2] and Jhansi 

Mirzapur Uplands Mirzapur and Sonbhadra Uttar Pradesh 
[3.2.2] 

Bihar-West Ranchi Plateau Palamu, Ranchi, Gumla Bihar 
Bengal Uplands [3.3.1] and Lohardaga 
[3.3] 

Hazaribag Plateau Dhanbael, Hazaribag, Bihar 
[3.3.2] Giridih, Dumka, Deoghar, 

Godda and Sahibganj 

Puruliya Uplands Puruliya West Bengal 
[3.3.3] 

Singhbhum Plateau Pashchimi Singhbhum Bihar 
[3.3.4] and Purbi Singhbhum 

Northern Northern Madhya Bhinel, Datia, Guna, Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh Ravine Gwalior, Morena and 
Pradesh Uplands-West Shivpuri 
Uplands [3.4.1] 
[3.4] 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Northern Madhya Chhatarpur, Panna and Madhya Pradesh 

Pradesh Uplands- Tikamgarh 

Central 

[3.4.2] 

Northern Madhya Rewa, Satna, Shahdol, Madhya Pradesh 

Pradesh Uplands- Sidhi and Surguja 

East 

[3.4.3] 

Central Sagar Plateau Damoh, Sagar Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya [3.5.1] and Vidisha 

Pradesh 

Plateau 

[3.5] 

Bhopal Plateau Dewas, Indore, Raisen, Madhya Pradesh 

[3.5.2] Bhopal and Sehore 

Ratlam Plateau Dbar, Jhabua, Mancisaur, Madhya Pradesh 

[3.5.3] Ratlam, Rajgarh, Shajapur 

and Ujjain 

Southern Narmada Region Balaghat, Betul, Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya including Flanks of Chhindwara, Hoshangabad, 

Pradesh Vindhyaand Jabalpur, West Nimar, 

Uplands Satpura East Nimar, MandJa, 

[3.6] [3.6.1] Narsimhapur and Seoni 

Mahanadi Basin Bilaspur, Durg, Raigarh, Madhya Pradesh 

[3.6.2] Raj Nandgaon and Raipur 

Madhya Pradesh Bastar Madhya Pradesh 

Dandakaranya 

[3.6.3] 

Northern 
, 

Tapti-Puma Amravati, Akoia, Buldana, Maharashtra 

Maharashtra Valley Dhule and Jalgaon 

[3.7] [3.7.1] 

Wardha Penganga Bhandara, Chandrapur, Maharashtra 

Wainganga Plain Gadchiroli, Nagpur, 

[3.7.2] Wardha and Yavatmal 

Maharashtra Eastern Plateau Aurangabad, Jalna, Latur, Maharashtra 

Plateau [3.8.1] Bid, Kolhapur, Nanded, 

[3.8] Osm~abad, Parbhani, 

Sangli and Solapur 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Western Plateau Ahmadnagar, Nashik, Maharashtra 

with protruded Pune and Satara 

Hills 

[3.8.2J 

Karnataka Northern Belgaum, Bidar, Bijapur Karnataka 

Plateau Kamataka Plateau and Gulbarga 

[3.9] [3.9.1] 

Central Karnataka Bellary, Chikmagalur, Karnataka 

Plateau Raichur, Chitradurga, 

[3.9.2] Dharwad, Shimoga 

and pocket ofTumkur 

Southern Bangalore Rural, Karnataka 

Karnataka Plateau Bangalore Urban, Kodagu, 

[3.9.3] Hassan, Kolar, Mandya, 

Mysore and Tumkur (part) 

Tamil Nadu Eastern Flanks of Coimbatore, Madurai, Tamil Nadu 

Uplands Sahyadri Nilgiri, Dindigul-Anna 

[3.1 0] [3.10.1] and Periyar 

Tamil Nadu Tiruvannamalai Tamil Nadu 

Uplands Sambuvarayar, 

[3.10.2] North Areot Ambedkar, 

Dharmapuri and Salem 

Andhra Godavari Karimnagar, Kharnmam Andhra Pradesh 

Plateau Depression and Warangal 

[3.11] [3.11.1 ) 

Telangana Plateau Adilabad, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh 

[3.11.2) Medak, Mahbubnagar, 

Nizamahad and 

Rangareddi 

Krishna Piedmont Nalgonda Andhra Pradesh 

Plain 

[3.11.3] 

Rayalaseema Anantapur, Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh 

[3.11.4] Cuddapah and Kurnool 

25 



(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Orissa N orthem Orissa Dhenkanal, Kendujhar, Orissa 

Highlands Highlands Mayurbhanj. SambaJpur 

[3.12] [3.12.1] and Sundargarh 

Southern Orissa Phulabani, Balangir, Orissa 

Highlands (Orissa Ganjam, Kalahandi 

Dandakaranya) and Koraput 

[3.12.2] 

The Coastal Gujarat Region Gujarat Plain Ahmadabad, Bharuch, Gujarat, -
Plains and [4.1] [4.1.1] Banas Kantha, Dadra & Nagar 

Islands Gandhinagar, Kheda, Haveli U.T. and 

[4] Mahesana, Sabar Kantha, Daman & 

Surat, Vadodara, Valsad, Diu UT. 

Daman and Dadra & 

Nagar Haveli 

Eastern Hilly Panch Mahals and Gujarat 

Region The Dangs 

[4.1.2] 

Kathiawar AmreIi, Bhavnagar, Gujarat and 

Peninsula Jamnagar, Junagadh, Daman & Diu 

[4.1.3] Surendranagar, Rajkot U.T. 

and Diu 

Kachchh Peninsula Kachchh Gujarat 

[4J.4] 

Western Maharashtra Greater Bombay, Maharashtra 

Coastal Region Littoral Raigarh, Ratnagiri, 

[4.2J [4.2.1] Sindhudurg and Thane 

Goa Coast North Goa and Goa 

[4.2.2] South Goa 

Karnataka Coast UUara Kannada and Karnataka 

[4.2.3] Dakshina Kannada 

North Kerala Coast Kasaragod, Kannur, Keralaand 

[4.2.4] Kozhikode, Wayanad Pondicherry 

andMahe U.T. 

Central Kerala Ernakulam, Kottayam, Kerala 

Coast Idukki, Malappuram, 

[4.2.5) Palakkad and Thrissur 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

South Kerala Coast Alappuzha, . Kerala 

[4.2.6] Pathanamthitta, 

Thiruvananthapuram 

and Kollam 

Eastern Kanniyakumari Kanniyakumarl Tamil Nadu 

Coastal Region Coast 

[4.3] [ 4.3.1] 

Sandy Littoral Pasumpon Muthu Tamil Nadu 

[4.3.2] Ramalinga Thevar, 

Ramanathapuram, 

Kamarajar, Chidambaranar 

and Tirunelveli Kattabomman 

Coromandel Coast Chengalpattu M.G.R., TamilNadu 

[4.3.3] Madras, Thanjavur, 

Tiruchirappalli, 

South Arcot, Pudukkottai, 

Karaikal and Pondicherry Pondicherry U.T. 

Southern Andhra Nellore and Prakasam Andhra Pradesh 

Coastal Plain 

(4.3.4] 

Krishna Delta Guntur and Krishna Andhra Pradesh 

[4.3.5] 

Godavari Delta East Godavari, West Andhra Pradesh and 

[4.3.6] Godavari and Yanarn Pondicherry U.T. 

Northern Andhra , Srikakulam, Vizianagaram Andhra Pradesh 

Coastal Plain and Visakhapatnam 

[4.3.7] 

Mahanadi Delta Baleshwar, Cuttack Orissa 

[4.3.8] and Purl 

The Islands Andamanand Andamans and Nicobars Andarnan and 

[4.4] Nicohar Islands Nicobar Islands 

[4.4.1) D.T. 

Lakshadweep Lakshadweep Lakshadweep 
(4.4.2] U.T. 
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PART - II 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 
OF 

CHANDIGARH 





REGIONAL DIVISIONS OF CHANDIGARH 

Chandigarh is a single district Union Territory, which was created on 1 st November 1966 

as a result of trifurcation of erstwhile Punjab State into Punjab, Haryana and Himachal 

Pradesh. Since both Haryana and Punjab put their claim on Chandigarh City, so it was 

decided to keep it as a joint capital of both the states under Central Government 

Administration as a separate Union Territory till the Central Government could decide about 

its transfer. It has an area of 114 Km2 
- inhabited by 642,015 persons as enumerated in 1991 

Census conveying a density of 5,632 persons per Km2
• 

The need for creating Chandigarh arose after the partition of India in 1947 into Pakistan 

and India when Punjab province lost a major part including capital city of Lahore to 

Pakistan. The portion of Punjab, which remained in India, was first named as East Punjab 

and then later on as Punjab. In early 1948, the then Chief Minister Shri Partap Singh Kairon 

got the aerial survey done for finding out a suitable site for the capital. After aerial survey a 

site was selected w4i,ch was roughly at the centre of the erstwhile state of Punjab. The 

vision was of a capital that would serve as a model in city planning for the country. It was 

also decided to name the capital after the goddess of power i.e. Chandl whose temple is 

located in a nearby village named Chandimandir. As this narrative is not meant to be a 

history of Chandigarh, it will be sufficient to record that Le-Corbusier, a French Architect, 

was commissioned to plan Chandigarh and to design its major buildings. He was assisted by 

his cousin, Pierre Jeanneret and the English couple, E. Maxwell Fry and Jane B. Drew. This 

team was assisted entirely by the Indian staff, so that they trained themselves under the 

stewardship of foreign experts and gradually took over the entire work. The Capital was 

officially moved to Chandigarh in 1953-54, when Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the then President of 

India, inaugurated it on 7.10.1953. At the time of re-organisation of Punjab on linguistic 

basis, the present Union Territory was created which in addition to the city of Chandigarh 

included Manimajra town and some peripheral villages of Kharar Tahsil of then Ambala 

district. It is enclosed by Haryana on eastern side and by Punjab on the remaining three 

sides. About 240 Kilometres north of New Delhi at the foot of the Siwalik ranges, 

overlooked by the magnificient Himalayas, Chandigarh is the joint capital of Punjab and 

Haryana besides being the seat of the Union TerritoI)' Administration. It is well linked by 

Ambala, Patiala, Kalka, Shimla, Nangal, Hoshiarpur, Ludhiana, Amritsar, Jammu, 
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Dehradun, Hardwar, Agra, Jaipur, Sirsa, Rewari, Gurgaon, etc. by all weather roads and with 

Ambala cantonment and Kalka also by railways. Regular air service has been established 

between Chandigarh and Delhi and Jammu-Srinagar. 

As per the map published by National Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning 

(I.C.A.R.) Nagpur, Union Territory of Chandigarh, has Ochrepts-Orthents types of soil. 

Generally, these are shallow black, brown and alluvial soils of recent origin. 

Geologically, the region is made up of Alluvium (Recent) except some northeastern parts 

where Siwalik (Mio-Pleistocene) structure is found. Chandigarh has monsoonal and 

continental type of climate. It has a climate with bracing winter, a pleasant rainy season and 

a reasonably hot summer. 

Chandigarh alluvial plain is known for wheat, maize and sugarcane crops and was dotted 

with groves of mango trees. There were giant Pipal trees (Ficus religiara) near the village 

sites. In 1952, a tree preservation order was passed, prohibiting the cutting down and 

destruction of trees. On account of this order, a large number of venerable mango trees, 

clumps of date palms and groves of the flame of the forest (Butea Monosperma) have been 

retained in the green belts, thus preserving an illusion of great age. Chandigarh 

Administration has acquired some area on lease from Punjab and Haryana to create small 

tracks of forests. There is about 2542 hectares of forests in Kansal (leased from Punjab) and 

Nepali (leased from Haryana) and some area in Raipur Khurd village of Chandigarh Union 

Territory. The Forest Department is doing extensive work for soil conservation in Sukhna 

Lake catchment area in order to check silting of the lake and for raising a green belt around 

the city. Eucalyptus, Khair, Kikar, Shisham, Phulahi and Bamboo are the important species 

found here. 

In July 1953, a Landscape Committee was organised under the Chairmanship of Sh. M. 

S. Randhawa. • This Committee provided coordination between the engineers, architects, 

horticulturists and forest officers. Le Corbusier who was one of the members of the 

Committee suggested the preparation of a chart showing shapes of trees and colour of 

flowers. This simple chart presented a classification of selected, beautiful, ornamental 

flowering and foliage trees of India, which may be called the aristocrats of the plants 
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kingdom and provided the basis of all tree planting in Cliandigarh. As shade was quickly 

required on the roads, it was suggested that fast growing trees like Melia Azedarach and 

Sesbanea Granditlora be planted. Shelter belts of Dalbergia Sisso were planted along the 

beds of seasonal rivulets so that dust may not blow into the city during dry and hot months 

of May and June. Hybrid Eucalyptus has been planted to the north and on the banks of the 

lake. A striking feature of the landscaping schemes of Chandigarh is the profuse use made 

of flowering trees, which flower, from month to month. In addition. to aesthetic aspects, 

trees in the city area~ constitute an effective buffer against dust and noise and also act as 

windbreaker. Some of the parks in Chandigarh have been pfanted exclusively with forests of 

the Eucalyptus, Kadamba and the Yellow Siris (Albizzea Procera). These are all giant trees, 

which are gregarious, and when grown in large numbers create a beautiful effect. To the 

north of the city, the Siwalik presents a problem of soil conservation during monsoon. To 

save them from dissolving, these were planted with trees and shrubs of different types. 

Chandigarh is one of the most carefully planned cities of the world. The residential areas 

are brightened up by bloosoms. In the hot .months of May and June heavy masses of dark 

green leaves provide a refreshing shade. During the monsoon, clouds appear in all directions 

over Chandigarh. The green domes of Pipal and Mango trees provide a touch of 

countryside. Almost every house I building in Chandigarh has beautiful roses or flowering 

plants while houses with more land have a good varieties of fruit trees. A few places have 

been turned into beautiful gardens and valleys namely Leisure Valley, Terraced gardens, 

Topiary garden, Mango garden, Rajindera Park and a mango garden near railway station. 

Thus, we fmd in the alluvial plain of Chandigarh that the town and the countryside are 

blended, the marriage of the tree and the building has taken place, the result is harmony, and 

the link between the nature and man is established. 

Chandigarh City was never meant to be an industrial city, yet the prosperity of an area 

takes into account the industria1 enterprise of the people. With this aim in mind, the 

Administration has encouraged industry so that city becomes more prosperous without 

inheriting all the bad points of an industrial town. Its industrial area is one of the most 

modern industrial areas of the country. The latest emphasis is on electronics, which covers 

little space and creates no insanitary conditions. The electronics industry also runs well with 

the educated character of its population. It may reveal a break-through in introducing 
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women workers in industry. The growth of small scale industries is quite rapid in 

comparison to medium and large scale industries. The products of small scale units include 

re-rolling miU, steel fabrication, sanitary fittings, door fittings, electronic components and 

equipments, machine screws, hard;vare electronic appliances including washing machines, 

plastic, shoes, cotton ginning, machine parts, insecticides, auto parts, sewing machines parts, 

soft drinks, utensils, paints and varnishes, radios, transistors, domestic cables, soaps, 

chemical, cement pipes,. rice and flour mills, oil mills, electronic meters, hosiery goods, etc. 

To look after the welfare of workers and of general population, the administration has 

introduced various welfare and housing schemes, providing facilities and amenities so that 

the city developed rapidly. 

The population of Chandigarh Union Territory has increased from 21,967 in 1901 to 

642,015 in 1991. Upto 1951, the entire popUlation was rural. In 1961 its popUlation was 

119,881, of which 20,619 was mral and 99,262 urban. In 1981 its rural population had 

grown to 28,769 while urban popUlation had increased to 422,841, which became 66,186 and 

575,829 respectively in 1991. 

Chandigarh Union Territory has very low sex ratio as compared to other states and 

Union Territories of India. In 1951, its sex ratio was 781, but in 1961 its sex ratio came 

down to 652 which is the lowest sex ratio ever recorded in the area comprising Union 

Territory, since 1901. Its sex ratio was 749 in 1971, 769 in 198i and became 790 in 1991. 

The main reason for low sex ratio is male selective inmigration and traditional preference for 

a male child in this region of our country. 

During 1991 Census, Chandigarh city alo~g with its outgrowths has the highest 

percentage of literacy (81.69%) among the urban areas of Union Territory of Chandigarh, 

followed by Manimajra NAC (70.57%), Burail CT (68.95%), Attawa CT (46.19%) and 

Manimajra (Rural) CT (38.28%). The High rate of literacy in the Union Territory 

Chandigarh City can be associated with the concentration of Government Offices and the 

availability of academic and educational centres. The proportion of main workers to total 

population in the Union Territory of Chandigarh is 34.83 per cent in 1991 while this 

proportion for male workers is 54.24 per cent and for female workers is 10.28 per cent. 
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Within the broad frame work of a physio-geographic regional plan for different regions 

of the States / Union Territories, the framework of an area development plan at the district 

level should illustrate two things, one is a land use plan and other one is of the proposed 

integration of villages around some important settlements as the focal points. This could 

convey the nature of services an~ amenities needed hy the people in the focal point and its 

surrounding villages. The regional planning takes note of the two-way process in which the 

national plan ought to be formulated i.e. translating the national plan downwards through 

different ladders of the administrative hierarchy and simultaneous a.ggregation upwards; 

The Union Territory of Chandigarh falls in region number 2.1.2 Hoshiarpur

Chandigarb Sub-Mountane Plain and has been divided into following two sub-micro 

regions keeping in view physio-geographic factors: -

2.1.2.1.Chandigarb Siwalik 

2.1.2.2.Chandigarh Plain 
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PART-III 
REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

OF 
DISTRICT 





DISTRICT CHANDIGARH 

REGIONAL DIVISION 

Chandigarh is a single district Union Territory, which was created on 1st November 1966 

as a result of trifurcation of erstwhile Punjab State into Punjab, Haryana and Himachal 

Pradesh. With an area of 114 Km2, it is inhabited by 642,015 persons in 1991, of which 

66,186 reside in rural areas and 575,829 urban areas. In other words, Chandigarh Union 

Territory is prodominently urban as it contains 89.69 per cent of its population in urban 

areas. Chandigarh District is a part of Hoshiarpur Chandigarh Sub-Montane Plain (2.1.2). 

This micro region belongs to Punjab Plain (2.1), covering the Union Territory of 

Chandigarh and the districts of Hoshiarpur and Rupnagru. (punjab). Union Territory of 

Chandigarh is located at the foot of Siwalik ranges on alluvial fertile plain, gently sloping 

towards southwest (gradient 1: 100 which is good for natural drainage). On its northeast the 

Siwalik is merging with the plain. According to National Bureau of Soil Survey and Land 

Use Planning, Nagpur, its soils are shallow black, brown and alluvial of recent origin. On 

the basis of physio-geographic factors, the district can be divided into two sub-micro 

regions: -

2.1.2.1 Chandigarh Siwalik 

Chandigarh Siwalik forms the northeastern part of the district, covering three villages 

namely Kaimbwala, Khuda Alisher and Lahora. It has an area of 8.09 Km2
, which is 

inhabited by 6,899 persons (entirely rural). It is bounded by Punjab in the north and 

northeast, by Haryana in the east, by Chandigarh plain in the south and west. The region 

has Ochrepts-Orthents types of soil. Ochrepts are shallow black, brown and alluvial soils of 

northern region whereas Orthents are recently fonned soils. Its northern fringes have 

Siwalik-Mio-Pleistocene geological structure while southern parts have geological structure 

of Alluvium-Recent. On i~s southeastern border, Sukhna Lake is existing. In order to check 

silting of the lake, Forest Department of the Union Territory is doing extensive work for soil 

conservation in the catchment area, which mostly falls in this region. Eucalyptus, Khair, 

Kikar, Shisham, Phtilahi and Bamboo are the important species found here. Kaimbwala is 
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an important village dominantly inhabited by Gujjar community whose main occupation is 

rearing of cattle and selling of milk. The traditional marketing centre of the inhabitants of 

Kaimbwala is Manimajra, which can be reached by a Kutcha road by crossing over the 

generally dried up river bed of Sukhna Choe and territory of Haryana through Suketri 

village. Chandigarh City is the marketing centre for the inhabitants of Khuda Alisher and 

Lohara villages, which are connected by road with Chandigarh. The density of population 

in the region is 853 persons per Km2
. The variation in density during the decade (1981-91) 

in this region is 348 persons per Km2
• Whereas in Chandigarh Plain (2.1.2.2) it is 1,770 

persons per Km2
, which is five times from, what is the density variation in Chandigarh 

Siwalik. Growth of population in this region has been recorded as high as 68.51 per cent 

during 1981-91. Though there is no urban centre in this region yet, relatively high growth 

of population is mainly associated with its close proximity to the city of Chandigarh where 

comparatively high rents forced the people to find cheaper accommodation in this region. 

Literacy rate is 67.60 per cent in this region while sex ratio is as low as 769 indicating high 

male inmigration. It has 1,454 persons belonging to scheduled caste out of a total of 6,899 

in the rural areas of the district. Total rural literates in the district are 31,953, of which 3,781 

reside in this region. Out of a total population of 6,899 persons, 2,290 are main workers in 

Chandigarh Siwalik. The strength of marginal workers in this region is 22 and all are males 

only. 

So far means of communications and transportations are concerned the region is less 

developed. Since the region is located adjacent to Chandigarh City, many employees of 

Chandigarh have taken accommodation in these villages and are daily commuters. The 

impact of Chandigarh City is quite visible in this region. 

2.1.2.2 Chandigarh Plain 

Chandigarh plain is a fertile alluvial plain, consisting of 22 villages and 5 urban centres, 

including 2 outgrowths. It is bounded by Punjab and Chandigarh Siwalik in the north, by 

Haryana in ·the east, by Punjab again in the south and west. With an area of 105.91 Kins2
, it 

is inhabited by 635,116 persons, of which 59,287 reside in rural areas and 575,829 in urban 

areas. Five urban centres are Chandigarh City, Manimajra town, Manimajra (Rural) Census 

Town, Burail Census Town and Attawa Census Town. Chandigarh City is the biggest 
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urban centre with a population of 575,829 persons including the outgrowths of Buterla and 

Badheri. The region 2.1.2.2 (Chandigarh Plain) contains 92.90 per cent of the total area of 

the Union Territory of Chandigarh where 98.93 per cent of the total population resides 

therein. Chandigarh'Plain also accommodates 99.11 per cent of the total literates and 98.98 

per cent of the total main workers of Union Territory of Chandigarh. This region 

experienced 41.92 per cent growth rate of population during 1981-91 while variation in 

density in this region is 1,770 persons per square Kilometre during the last decade, which 

speaks loudly of over population than what was planned for Chandigarh. The northwest and 

southeast peripheries of Chandigarh City are bounded by dry beds of Sukhna Choe and 

Patiali Rao. These are seasonal rivers and the quantity of water is dependent on the rainfall 

in their catchment areas. Sukhna Lake is located on its northern parts. The Siwalik on its 

northeast, dry beds of seasonal rivers on southeast and northwest periphery, make natural 

barrier for the expansion of the city in these directions. Southwest is the only side towards 

which the city may naturally expand and is expanding to meet the growing demand of its 

population. The city is the joint capital of Punjab State and Haryana state, besides the head

quarters of the Union Territory of Chandigarh. The city is known for its academic and 

educational facilities. It is one of the most modem cities of the world. The present urban 

fonn of Chandigarh derives from the well-ordered matrix of the generic 'Neighbourhood 

unit' - the Sector - and the hierarchical circulation pattern originating from the Le 

Corbusier's theory of 7 Vs with a regular intersection of the fast traffic V3 roads defining 

each 'Sector'. 

The population distribution within the city was dictated by location of different 

categories of Government housing quarters. The pace of private construction in the 

designated residential, commercial and industrial zones slowly came up later on. In the 

later part of 1966, it was observed that there were many additions of social amenities in 

most residential areas of the First Phase of Chandigarh. The re-organisation of the State of 

Punjab in 1966 has created a cautious approach in the growth history of Chandigarh. The 

Govt. of Punjab began to develop a satellite town of SAS Nagar on Chandigarh's periphery 

directly aligned with its existing layout. Haryana Govt. reacted quickly by adding 

Panchkula Township to the east. A number of incentives were given for developing 

industry in these townships-effecting the pace of growth of Chandigarh. 
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The density of population in this region is 5,997 persons per Km2
• The high density of 

population is due to the location of Chandigarh City in this region. Out of a total of 14,140 

Scheduled Caste population in the rural areas of the district, 12,686 reside in the rural areas 

of this region. This' region has 28,172 rural literates out of a total of 31,953 in the rural 

areas of the district. This region has 25,084 rural main worker~ out of a total of 27,374 in 

the rural areas of the district. This speaks of the rural economic health of the region. Wheat 

is the main crop of the region coupled with vegetable farming. 

The region is well developed in terms of the means of communications and 

transportations. National Highway 21 and broad gauge railway line pass through this 

region. Chandigarh City is well connected with roads. Chandigarh has· a 'GRID' plan, as 

most planned cities, inevitably tend to have. It is a rectangular grid 800 metres x 1200 

metres. The space contained within the grid is called a 'Sector', which is the basic planning 

unit of the city. The dimension of the grid is based on the assumption that each sector 

should be self-sufficient for the essential daily needs of living and each requirement should 

be met within walking distance inside sector. Each sector is surrounded by vehicular roads 

calls V -3s (the Grid) from which access to the sector is available at four controlled points 

situated approximately at the bisector of each surrounding length or road. The green space 

is meant to feed the recreational, educational, social and spiritual needs of the sector. Thus 

schools, health centres, community centres, playing fields are located in this space, places of 

worship are also located nearby. A residential sector seeks to provide all the educational 

needs of its residents upto the junior secondary stage but in practice this cannot be adhered 

to as some children prefer schools located in other sectors than their own. Besides some 

sectors have schools exclusively for girls and some for boys. 

As already mentioned the planning unit of the city is a sector but there are some 

variations which comprise the special areas and which do not follow the planning concept 

of a typical residential sector. There are following four main work centres in the 

Chandigarh City: 

, 
(I) The capital complex which was the seat of the erstwhile Punjab Government 

upto the re-organisation of Punjab State in November 1966, is being used by 

the Governments of Punjab and Haryana. It consists of the Legislative 
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Assembly, the Secretariat and the High Court. These can also be called, law 

making, law executing and law interpreting premises. 

(In The c~ty and district centres in Sector 17 are in the heart of the city. Some of 

the administrative offices of Chandigarh Union Territory and the State 

Governments are located here. The city centre is essentially the civic centre 

and the com~ercial centre of the city. 

(III) Chandigarh was not conceived as an industrial city. It was meant to be an 

administrative centre and an educational centre. But an area on the southeast 

periphery is set aside as an industrial area. The idea was that any city now 

requires a service industry to keep the city going, for example, motor vehicle 

repairs, manufacturing of furniture, doors windows, hardware, kitchenware, 

electric goods, transistors, gas cookers, soft drinks, miscellaneous goods of 

daily use, etc. 

(IV) The zone of under-graduate, post-graduate studies and spiritual and temporal 

health of the whole city is located in the northwest. 

The circulation of the city hal:! been classified according to different types and speeds of 

traffic. The types of roads are: -

V -1: Road connecting two towns; 

V -2: Multipurpose arterial road with fast and slow carriage ways, cycle and pedestrian 

tracks; 

V-3: Fast straight traffic road on the periphery ofa sector; 

V -4: Shopping street with shops on southwest side only and open areas for car parking. 

These are winding streets intended to slow down traffic; 

.v-s: Distributory road within a sector leading to groups of housing; 

V -6: Feeder road to individual houses; 

V -7: Pedestrian path and 

V -8: Cycle track. 
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Manimajra town is a typical Indian town whose growth is very haphazard but now some 

areas along the Chandigarh-Kalka road are being developed in a planned way. Manimajra 

(Rural) Census Town has accommodated those people who could pot afford house within 

Manimajra Township or in Chandigarh City because of high cost of land. Burail and 

Attawa Census Towns are densely populated areas within extended limits of the city whose 

lands have not yet been acquired by the Chandigarh Estate Office. These Census Towns 

have rural character. Rural areas of Chandigarh Plain are also providing residential 

accommodation to the employees / workers, doing work in Chandigarh City at a cheaper 

rate, who could not afford a house there. Chandigarh Plain is connected with the outer 

world with rail, road and air links. Small planned towns of Panchkula Urban Estate and 

S.A.S. Nagar (Mohali) are located adjacent to this area. These are being developed on 

Chandigarh pattern with little modifications. Most of the cultural activities of the Union 

Territory are performed in Chandigarh Plain. There are nearly one hundred such active 

organisations. Most of these are only amateur and include mostly the Government 

employees. They are so wedded to the performing arts that they spend a good portion of 

their pay packets on the fulfillment of their aspirations. The performance by cultureI 

troupes from foreign countries are also being arranged in collaboration with the Indian 

Council for Cultural Relations, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. 

Chandigarh City of this region has developed a unique and rich character closely related 

with the composition of its society. No longer merely bureaucratic, the city has a generous 

sprinkling of social, political, economic and intellectual elites who dictate the pattern of its 

life. Its sizeable student community-foreigners (particularly-Thais, Negroes, Iranis) and 

Indians suffuses it with colour, vitality and elegance. Chandigarh is fast becoming a 

cosmopolitan city· and reflects the moods, life-styles and culture of its variegated 

popUlation. The region is culturally rich and has congenial climate for its expansion. 
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