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HOME MINISTER 

INDIA 
NEW DELHI-110001 

Oct. 26, 1988 

Experience has taught us that planning has to be related the situation in the field in 0 rder to better 
respond to .Iocal aspirations and for better utilization of local resources. A lot of planning has, of 
necessity, t9 be for larger areas, encompassing an agglomeration of administrative units. Even such 
macro planning has, in order to be realistic, to be cognisant of the realities at the micro level. 
Correspondingly, such plans for bigger areas and involving larger outlays have also to be admini
stered from a suitably high threshold of administrative authority and by a wide network of administra
tive hierarchy. 

Nevertheless, there is a whole corpus of activities which can be and are, in fact, better planned, 
conducted and financed at the lower or local levels. I think the essence of decentralized planning, 
which for operational convenience is, essentially, District level planning, Le. planning for the District 
and its constituent smaller units at those levels, consists of just this: allowing what is best taken care 
of at the local level to be so taken care of. 

But, all planning, from me national to the sub-micro level, does need, as already stated, a careful 
study of the Situation in the field. And this study also calls for a knowledge of the natural regions, 
demarcated as per the various physiogeographic characteristics, for a proper appreciation of the 
planning and developmental matrix and for suggesting the appropriate spatial unit for local and higher 
area planning. 

From this point of view, the present study, done by the Indian Census, is extremely useful as it 
provides a framework, a backdrop and also a ground-plan on which other studies and data-sets can 
bebum.lcongratulateShriVijayS. Verma, Registrar General & Census Commissioner, India, Dr. B.K. 
Roy, Deputy Registrar General (Map) and their colleagues for this fine and timely series. 

(Buta Singh) 
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PREFACE 

Regions can be carved out with varying criteria for varying purposes. Basically, however, we 
could, perhaps, distinguish between natural regions - areas which nature intended to be or marks 
out as separate, homogeneous unit - and human intervention regions - areas which have to be or 
are treated together for different purposes, with varying degrees of consideration for the natural 
regions. 

Thus, special purpose regions mayor may not coincide with natural regions. Administrative units 
represent special purpose regions of a kind and their boundaries, too, mayor may not be in conformity 
with those of natural regions. 

But there are further elements making for complexity, even confusion: there are regions within 
regions - there may be fields with different types of soil calling for different types of treatment even 
within a village - and different natural yardsticks or criteria may not always coverage and coalesce 
to yield natural regions valid from the point of view of each of the criteria considered or used. Thus, 
ground water availability and soil texture may not be necessarily indicate the same delineation; in 
theory an area may be thickly wooded and, in reality, quite denuded. 

And then comes the final heartbreak for the region-delineator: all the factors and manifestations 
of nature may point in one direction but the perceptions and the aspirations of the people inhabiting 
that region may desire something else: nature may cry out for afforestation, rather reafforestation; 
the people may want to have more and more area under a marginally remunerative agriculture. 

The question then arises: why then try to carve out natural regions? How valid and how usable 
are they going to be? 

As in most areas of human endeavour, no one can hope either for totally foolproof delineation or 
immediate and whole hog adoption thereof for purposes of administration and development planning. 
And yet, all such exercises, should, I think, be welcome as contributive tothe filling out of the complex 
scenario which serves as the essential backdrop for the formidable task of development planning in 
India to which a new dimension and fresh urgency have been added by the current, renewed 
emphasis on local area planning. 

This study of ours seeks to take the work of delineation to reaches lower than hitherto attempted, 
mutating Districts in terms of natural regions, with the village as the constituent unit of each region. 
One could, of course, go still lower, carving out regions within Blocks, Taluqs or Thanas, may be with 
hamlets as the constituent units, and by using the appropriate fine-edged criteria for such sub, sub
micro delineation. Obviously, however, such a study will call for a staggered approach and a much 
deeper acquaintance with the situation on the ground. 

Pending this, the present study which covers the whole of India and pOSits a scheme comprising 
of four levels of delineation is, I think, not an inconsiderable step forward and we may not be wrong, 
I hope, in deriving some satisfaction from its accomplishment. The Census of India is so multi-faceted 
and so prolific in its output that some aspects of its corporate personality can go at times un or under 
recognized. One such aspect is cartography. Among other things, I hope, the present series will lead 
to a better appreciation of the scale and variety of our cartographic output. 
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The work has been done as a Plan scheme so graciously and thoughtfully sanctioned by the 
Planning Commission. The foundations of the work were laid under the able stewardShip of my 
predecessor Shri P. Padmanabha. It has been my privilege to steer the work to completion through 
a time-bound programme. Dr. BK Roy, Deputy Registrar General (Map), is one of the stalwarts who 
have made the Indian Census what it is. This project owes a great deal to him and I have a feeling 
that he, too, is going to cherish this association. This is not to forget the contribution made by a whole 

band of able and dedicated officers and cartographers of various ranks at the head-quarters and in 
our Directorates. This contribution is being acknowledged separately. Shri B.P. Jain, DeputyDirector 
of Census Operations, has ensured speedy printing. 

We have been extremely fortunate in as much as Hon'ble Shri Buta Singh, Home Minister of India, 
has always been able to spare time for Census-related matters even though the claimants for his 
attention have naturally been innumerable. By kindly consenting to contribute a perspicacious 
Foreword to this series he has deepened the debt of gratitude the organization owes to him. As 
indicated by him, a follow up project could, perhaps, take care of compiling and presenting data-sets, 
comprising of demographic and other parameters, in terms of the regions herein presented. 

New Delhi 
2nd of January, 1989 
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(VIJAY S. VERMA) 
Registrar General & 

Census Commissioner, India 
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PART I 

GENERAL NOTE 





REGIONAL DIVISIONS OF INDIA- A CARTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

GENERAL NOTE 

The regional spatial patterns, variations of re
sources, heterogeneous physiogeographic factors 
and problems in development bring out the necessity 
for a regional approach to planning. Delineation of 
physio-geographic regions of a country of SUb-conti
nental size like India with an area of 3,287,263 km2, 

extending between latitudes 8°4'28" and 37°17' 53" 
North and longitudes 68°7' 53" and 97°24' 47" East 
and having a great range of geographic environment., 
is a gigantic task. During the past 30 years, the macro 
level planning at the national level and meso. level 
planning at the state level have been duly empha
sised. Micro level planning needs, perhaps, to be 
further emphasised. For this to happen, one require
ment consists of homogeneous regions, with natural 
boundaries, forming viable units of planning. 

Thus, there was a need to delineate micro regions 
to suit the requirements of micro level regional plans 
within the framework of the national plan. To achieve 
this end, we need micro regions which are valid on 
physio-geographic considerations and also definable 
in terms of administrative units and boundaries in 
orderto facilitate plan formulation and plan execution. 
For carving out such natural regions, the following 
considerations, inter alia, are to be kept in view: 

(i) contiguous geographical area, 
(ii) homogeneous administrative machinery 

capable of formulating and implementing 
integrated area plans, 

(iii) reliable statistical data base, 
(iv) existence of nodal regions; and 
(v) amenability of the natural boundaries to 

marginal adjustments so that the former, 
may, by and large, conform to administra
tive boundaries at given points of time. 

In India, the district is the major universal admin
istrative unit below the State level. The administrative 
boundaries of the districts usually, however, cut 
across those of the homogeneous natural regions 
though some district boundaries do coincide with the 
natural sub-regional boundaries and most of the dis
tricts have nodal regions. In cases of extreme hetero
geneity however, we may have to think of adjustments 
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in such district boundaries to suit the sub-regional 
planning to the extent possible. This kind of adjust
ment was worked out methodologically by V.L.S.P. 
Rao and L.S. Bhat for the old Mysore State. Also, at 
the district level, we have an administrative set up 
which is competent to formulate and implement sub
regional plans. Moreover, a reliable statistical data 
base (both Census and non-Census) is available at 
the district level for the purposes of sub-regional 
planning. 

The Earlier Efforts 

In regional planning of one type or the other, the 
delineation of proper regional bou ndaries has always 
remained a rather difficult task. A number of schemes 
for delineating natural regions in India have been put 
forward by scholars from time to time during this 
century. The first attempt was made by T.H. Holdich 
in 1904. He made a very brief and sweeping generali
sation and formed rather broad geographical ;:ones of 
India on the basis of geological information only. 
Later, during the 1921-31 decade regional deline
ations were done mostly from the point of view of 
geological structure and stratigraphy. During 1922-
24, L.D. Stamp produced a more substantive and well 
known work. Stamp adopted physiography and struc
ture at the primary level, and climate for the second 
order regions. He divided the country into 3 primary or 
macro level regions and 22 sub-regions and desig
nated them as 'natural regions'. Almost simultane
ously, but independent of Stamp's work, J.N.L. Baker, 
following the work on natural regions initiated by 
Wood, proposed another scheme of natural regions. 
It was in close agreement with Stamp's regional 
scheme. Later on, M.B. Pithawala, Kazi S. Ahmad 
and O.E. Baker also proposed their schemes of 
regional divisions. O.H.K. Spate gave a more compre
hensive treatment to this scheme. He was in general 
agreement with the schemes proposed by stamp and 
Baker. He divided the SUb-continent into three para
mount macro level regions on the basis of geological 
structure. The regional scheme proposed by Spate is 
empirically derived. He divided India into 35 regions of 
the first order (u nder the three macro regions exclud
ing the islands), 74 of the second order with 225 sub
divisions. 



The traditional divisions of the country into moun
tains, plateaus and plains, and further regional divi
sions as envisaged by Stamp and iater on improved 
by Spate provided a base for the study of regional 
physical conditions. During 1931-41, the regional 
studies so developed could not be elucidated or 
enlarged mainly due to the politically unstable condi
tions Qf the sub-continent. M.W.M: Yeatts in the 
General Report of Census of India, 1941, proposed a 
broad division of the country into four regions demar
cated according to economic and geographic prin
ciples. However, it was only after 1951 that with the 
help of more elaborate geological surveys and geo
graphical mapping, by foreign as well as Indian geog
raphers, the work on major natural regions could be 
reoriented. The 1951 Census of India report gave 
considerable impetus to the progress of studies of 
natural regionalisations as for the first time the Cen
sus data were interpreted in geographical context in 
some details. The map of major natural regions of 
India of 195 1 Census was rather sketchy in character. 
However, it served the purpose well and was laudable 
for its time considering the resources then available to 
the Census Organisation. Subsequently, at the time 
of the 1961 Census, more maps and ideas from 
foreign as well as Indian geographers were obtained 
in carving out the natural regions of India fordevelop
ment purposes. S.P. Chatterjee divided India on 
the basis of physiography and geological structure. 
A. Mitra grouped various districts of India into four 
categories on the basis of their development levels. 
Late (Miss) P. Sengupta suggested a scheme of 
Geographical-economic regions of India which was 
utilised in the Census of India monograph entitled 
"Economic Regionalisation of India-Problems and 
Approaches" and Census of India Atlas of 1961. The 
basis for this classification was mainly in the works of 
Spate and Chatterjee as well as in those of the 
previous scholars referred to above. 

However, all these schemes proposed by the 
various scholars did not provide a. base for mapping 
and for statistical analysis of the Census data at sub
micro level: They did not also provide precise bounda
ries or relate the regions to administrative boundaries. 
In case a scheme was based on the district as the 
basic unit, as was the case with that proposed by Mitra 
and Sengupta, it did not take into consideration the 
Intra-district details. The subsequent availability of 
fairly intensive data, specially on the distribution of 
soils, forests, geological formations, climatic condi-
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tions and large number of maps produced by various 
national and international organisations, encouraged 
B.K. Roy to revise the then existing framework of 
natural regions. A map of India showing Physio
Geographic Regions was included in the National 
Volume of Census Atlas, 1971 wherein three tiers of 
regional boundaries (Macro, Meso and Micro) have. 
been precisely adjusted with the district boundaries. 
The important materials consulted for revising the 
scheme were the maps published by the Geological 
Survey of India, Chief Soil Survey Office of the Indian 
Agricultural Research Institute and the book, 'India-A 
Regional Geography' edited by R.L. Singh. 

The Present Study 

The above work was welcomed by scholars, 
geographers and planners both in India and abroad. 
To further refine such delineation and also to get it 
done on a comprehensive scale, the Government of 
India sanctioned a plan scheme to the Census Organ
isation on "Regional Divisions of India-A Carto
graphic Analysis". It aimed at working out a viable 
grouping of Census villages and towns on a large 
scale map keeping in view their physlo-geographlcal 
characteristics in orderto bring out viable homogene
ous regions at the sub-micro level within the districts. 
Broadly, the physio-geographical factors which have 
been kept in view while undertaking this exercise are 
(i) Physiography, (ii) Geological structure, (iii) Forest 
coverage, (iv) Climatic conditions and (v) Soils. These 
sub-micro regions have been further pulled up on 
uniform scale to provide a framework for mapping and 
cartographic evaluation of Census as well as non
Census data to enlarge the scope of the Census 
Atlases of the country and also to help in the interpre
tations of population data in terms of sub-micro re
gions which are physio-geographically homogene
ous in. character and have similar problems and 
prospects requiring uniform application of planning 
strategies for better utilisation of resources and for 
providing amenities to the Inhabitants. Since each 
sub-micro region has been clearly defined in so far as 
its rural and urban constituents are concerned, the 
demographic characteristics and other statistics can 
be generat~d for the past Censuses also to the extent 
to which village-wise/town-wise data are available. 
The sub-micro regions have been delineated within 
the district. In case the boundaries of the district 
experience any change in future, due to administra-



tive or any other reason, the required scores can be 
obtained by compilation of data as we know their 
constltutent units. The sub-micro regions oOhe dis
tricts will play an important role in the implementation 
of the plan at the grass root level within the framewo rk 
of the state plan which, in turn, is a part of the overall 
National plan. Agricultural development in India is 
dependent upon the regional approach because of 
wide areal spread and the resultant contrasts in 
cropping patterns arising mainly from the regional 
variations in physical conditions. Since the landuse 
pattem should be adopted as per physical conditions 
of the region, the demarcation of physio-geographic 
regions will help in the long-term planning for the 
country. It is hoped that this scheme, the first of its kind 
in the history of the Census in India, besides enlarging 
the scope of Census Atlases, would serve as a useful 
framework for administrators, planners, researchers 
and other data IJsers. 

The Procedure Followed 

The procedure for delineation of the sub-micro 
regions encompassed the following steps and consid
erations: 

Since the aim was to delineate sub-micro regions 
within the district, the number of sheets covering the 
areal spread on standard topographical sheets either 
on 1 :50,000 or 1 :250,000 scale, as available, were 
consulted. These sheets were mosaiced to ascertain 
the boundary of the district concerned. In case of 
change in the district boundaries between the 1971 
and 1981 Censuses, the updated map of the district 
as per 1981 Census was consulted. Similarly Tahsil/ 
Taluk/P.S.lC.D. Block/Circle boundaries were reori
ented. As the second step, the villages alongwith their 
Census location code numbers were marked on the 
topographical sheets for evaluation of the environs of 
the group of villages with reference to the physical 
details. The delineation of sub-micro i.e. the fourth 
order regions followed. In this exercise physio-geo
graphical details of contours, drainage, spot heights, 
bench marks, watersheds as well as the distribution of 
high land and low land (land levels in broader per
spective) were examined. This gave further suitable 
background for the delineation of a group of villages 
in one viable unit. Simuttaneously, names were as
signed to particular zones on ttle basis of major and 
minor rivers/rivulets, names of mountain ranges, for
ests or on the consideration of bigger Census villages 
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and popular geographic names of local importance 
which may be acceptable In view of the regional geo
graphical pattern of the particular region. At times one 
cou Id feel that the contou rs or drainage designs are so 
complex as to complicate geographical thinking for 
the regions. In such cases, drainage patterns were 
worked out separately to ascertain their alignment in 
the formation of sub-micro regions. Similarly, due to 
the complexity of contour lines on topographical 
maps, profiles were drawn to arrive at a particular 
conclusion whether the physio-geographical land
scape of the area was consistent with reference to 
valleys or rivulets of the regions at higher altijudes for 
zoning of the sub-micro regions. This method pro
vided a decision making criterion to streamline the 
regions. 

While operating on the above system, step 3 
required the consulting of maps on geology to further 
streamline the region~forming factors in the deline
ation of sub-micro areas. Where the micro relief and 
the micro physiographic elements on such considera
tions corresponded fully, the viable region in the 
district gave a precise zoning. Further, the forest 
spread on the maps helped to reorient the sub-micro 
regional boundaries. In addition, rainfall (isohyetal) 
maps also helped in the delineation of these bounda
ries. Thus, all the factors as envisaged in the pro
gramme have been synthesised judiciously and to the 
extent possible to carve out the sub-micro regions 
within the districts throughout the country. 

Code Structure for the Regions and the Scheme 
of the Contents 

The map 'Regional Divisions of India' included in 
the volume depicts 3 digit codes. The first digit stands 
for the macro regions, the second digit for the meso 
regions and the third for the micro regions. The four 
macro regions have been numbered as: the Northern 
Mountains (1), the Great Plains (2), the Deccan Pla
teau (3) and the Coastal Plains and Islands (4). In the 
3 digit code 2.1.1 on the map, the first digit (2) stands 
for the macro region-the Great PlainS, second digit 
(1) for the meso region-the Punjab Plain and the 
third digit (1) stands for the micro region-Ravi-Beas 
Interfluvial Plain. In this frame, 4 macro, 28 meso and 
101 micro regions are outlined for the country and the 
same have been breifly described in the later part. 
Within this frame of micro regions, sub-micro regions 
have been delineated within the district under this 



scheme. These sub-micro regions are given 4th digit 
code and this 4th digit has been repeated, district
wise, from 1 to the number of sub-micro regions in the 
district. 

After finalization of the sub-micro regions and 
their code numbers, lists of villages and towns were 
prepared for each sub-micro region and basic data 
pertaining to area and population were generated. In 
addition, some physio-cultural characteristics are 
also highlighted. Part II of this volume in~orporates 
brief description of physio-cultural aspects supple
mented by maps and basic data at state level while 
Part III gives information for each sub-micro region 
within each district of the state. 

It will be seen that the tables included in Parts II 
and III approach the configuration from the point of 
view of the administrative unit Le. State/DistrictlTalukJ 
P.S./C.D. BlocklVillage. In other words, these tables 
give the position of these units with reference to the 
natural regions in which they fall, as determined at 
these respective levels. It will be perceived, however, 
that the same region or a similar region under a 
different name may be transcending the administra-
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tive boundaries of states and districts and there may 
be a legitimate enquiry seeking the total geographical 
spread of the same region or similar regions across 
and beyond such administrative boundaries but in 
terms of such administrative units. For purposes of 
planning it is as necessary to know as to what natural 
regions comprise a state or a district as to know the 
pOSition from the oPPosite point of view as to what 
state and district or segments thereof comprise one 
region or similar adjoining regions. 

To serve this latter purpose, we have added to 
each state/union territory volume an appendix which 
presents administrative constituents of similar re
gions which extend beyond district and state bounda
ries. In the case of the adjoining states/union territo
ries, this exercise is, naturally, restricted to the limits 
of region/regions transcending the boundaries of the 
concerned state/union territory to which a particular 
volume in this series is devoted. For getting fuller 
details with regard to these "extended areas" in terms 
of their constituents the reader is invited to refer to the 
volumes dealing with the concerned states/union 
territories. 



BRIEF CHARACTERISTICS OF 
REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

1. The Northern Mountains 

The Northern Mountains corresponding with the 
Himalayan zone facing the northern frontier of the 
sub-continent comprise Jammu and Kashmir, Hima
chal Pradesh, Northern Uttar Pradesh, Sikkim, North
ern West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya and part of 
Assam. The Northern Mountains have been divided 
primarily according to the geology and forest cover. 
The relief and drainage however, have also played a 
dominant role in establishing various sub-divisions 
within the Himalayan zone. This macro region has 
been divided into 5 sub-regions (meso) and 24 divi
sions (micro) on the basis of above mentioned factors. 

These sub-regions are: 

1.1 Jammu and Kashmir Himalaya: 

This sub-region covers the entire Jammu and 
Kashmir and is further divided into following three 
divisions (micro region): 

1.1.1 Ladakh 
1.1.2 Kashmir Valley 
1.1.3 Jammu 

In these divisions the relief presents remarkable 
variations. The grouping of the districts has been 
made in conformity with the geological structure, 
elevation and forest cover. Other factors do not play 
significant role in delineating these divisions. How
ever, sub-montane soil (Podsolic) is dominant in the 
Kashmir Valley and brown hill soil is seen in the 
southern part of Jammu and Kashmir. Ladakh region 
is fully predominated by mountain meadow soils as 
well as glaciers and eternal snow. Forest is mostly 
alpine type in the northern regions and sub-alpine in 
the southern regions. 

1.2 Himachal Pradesh Himalaya: 

Himachal Pradesh state entirely falls under this 
sub-region. It has been further divided into the follow· 
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ing 4 divisions: 

1 .2.1 Northern Himachal Pradesh 
1.2.2 Trans-Himalayan Zone 
1.2.3 Central Himachal Pradesh 
1.2.4 Southern Himachal Pradesh 

Geologically, it is almost similar to that of Jammu 
and Kashmir Himalaya. However, this sub-region is 
characterised by marked variations in the relief fea
tures, mainly on the consideration of micro-relief and 
little variations in soils. 

1.3 Uttar Pradesh Himalaya: 

This sub-region has been divided into threedivi
sions, viz. 

1.3.1 Kumaon Himalaya-North 
1.3.2 Western Kumaon Himalaya, 

Siwalik and Doons 
1.3.3 Kumaon Himalaya-East 

In these areas, the elevation has been taken as 
the main basis for classification, Geology and forest 
have also been taken into account. The soils are 
mostly of brown hill type in the sub region with marked 
differences in the southern Siwalik zone, locally 
known as Tarai and Bhur soils. The Kumaon Hima
laya-North has important peaks like Nanda Devi, 
Kamet and Badrinath. The Ganga and the Yamuna 
have their sources in this region. The Western 
Kumaon Himalaya, Siwalik and Doons cover Dehra 
Dun, Garhwal and Tehri Garhwal districts and have 
an elevation of 900 to 1000 m. The Kumaon Hima
laya-East which comprises Almora and Nainital 
districts is marked with some narrow valleys on high 
altitudes. 

1.4 North·Eastern Himalaya: 

This region includes 4 sub-regions extending 
over Sikkim, Darjiling and Duars area of West Bengal 
and Arunachal Pradesh. The Darjiling section of the 
Himalayan zone rises abruptly from Duars plain of 



West Bengal. Three high peaks, namely, Siwalik Phu 
(3630 m), Sabargam (3546 m) and Phalut (3596 m) 
are located In this section of Himalayan zone. Simi
larly, the lofty ranges of about 5000 mwith intermittent 
summits are the chief characteristics of Arunachal 
Pradesh. Weather is damp and cold and the forests 
are dense. Annual rainfall ranges between 250 and 
350 em, The drainage is in evolutionary stage and 
immature. This region has been divided into 4 divi
sions as below: 

1.4.1 Sikkim Himalaya 
1.4.2 Darjiling Himalaya including Duars 
1.4.3 Western Arunachal Pradesh Himalaya 
1.4.4 Eastern Arunachal Pradesh Himalaya 

1.5 Eastern Hili Zone: 

This region represents the eastern section of 
Himalayan zone extending over Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Tripura, part of Assam and Meghalaya. This 
region is interspersed with plains especially in Silchar, 
North Cachar Hills and adjoining areas. Topographi
cally it is rugged. The slopes are quite steep. Overthe 
Tripura region the' topography has interspersed 
ranges and valleys. Consequently communication is 
difficult. 

The Khasi and Jaintia Hills in Meghalaya is like a 
table land. Geologically it is an eastward extension of 
the massive block of the Peninsular region broken by 
the alluvium of Bengal basin. In its long geological 
history this region is said to have submerged during 
Mesozoic and early Tertiary times due to marine 
transgression which was further uplifted at the time of 
Himalayan orogenesis. 

The region has been divided into 10 divisions as 
below: 

1.5.1 
1.5.2 
1.5.3 
1.5.4 
1.5.5 
1.5.6 
1.5.7 
1.5.8 
1.5.9 
1.5.10 

Nagaland Hills 
Manipur Hills 
Imphal Valley. 
Hill Zone 
Tripura Plain 
Tripura Hills 
Cachar Plain 
Karbi Anglong & North Cachar Hills 
Eastern Meghalaya 
Western Meghalaya 
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2. The Great Plains 

This Is the most Important zone In view of human 
concentration and it stretches from Rajasthan via 
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal 
to the eastern section of Brahmaputra Valley. It is an 
enclosed vast basin of various small and large rivers 
separated by 'alluvial divides'. 

The western section comprising arid Rajasthan, 
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Western 
Uttar Pradesh is slightly higher in elevation, over 150 
m, than the eastern section of the plain. However, 
according to elevation, this plain shows three levels 01 
relief configuration, between 0 to 75 m in the eastern 
section, 75 to 150 m in the Central Uttar Pradesh and 
150 to 300 m in the western zone with the exception 
of a small zone in eastern Jaisalmer district where the 
elevation is below 75 m. Geologically the whole region 
is made of alluvium brought by rivers from the Hima
layas and this is a gradational plain formed during 
Pleistocene and Recent geological times. On the 
basis of drainage, soils and rainfall, the region has 
been divided into 7 sub-regions and 24 divisions: 

2.1 Punjab Plain 

In this plain 4 divisions as listed below have been 
delineated on the basis of soils and rainfall. Soils are 
alluvial with variations of bangar and khadar. Agricul
turally, this is the most important region. 

2,1.1 Ravi-Beas Interfluvial Plain 
2.1.2 Hoshiarpur-Chandigarh Sub

montane Plain 
2.1.3 Beas-Satluj Doab 
2.1.4 Punjab-Malwa Plain 

2.2 Haryana Plain 

In this region which also includes Delhi, three 
divisions have been delineated on the basiS of topog
raphy and distribution of soils which are sandy and 
calcareous. 

2.2.1 Eastern Haryana Plain 
2.2.2 Western Haryana Plain 
2.2.3 Southern Haryana Plain 



2.3 Arid Rajasthan Plain 

This meso region receives an average annual 
rainfall of less than 40 cm. It has been'divided into four 
micro regions mainly on the basis of distribution of 
rainfall which are: 

2.3.1 Ghaggar Plain 
2.3.2 Rajasthan 8agar 
2.3.3 Extremely Arid Tract 
2.3.4 Luni Valley 

2.4 Upper Ganga Plain 

This is the vast stretch of the Ganga Plain where 
the rivers are playing important role in carrying out 
definite influence area Of their own. In general, the soil 
is alluvial but variations have developed onthe upland 
and the low land areas. The upper Ganga Plain has 
been divided into two divisions, viz. 

2.4.1 Northern Upper Ganga Plain 
2.4.2 Southern Upper Ganga Plain 

2.5 Middle Ganga Plain 

This is the.transitional zone between the Upper 
Ganga Plain and the Lower Ganga Plain and has 
been divided into two divisions viz. 

2.5.1 Middle Ganga Plain-West 
2.5.2 Middle Ganga Plain-East 

2.6 Lower Ganga Plain 

The characteristics of the landscape in the Ganga 
Plain change abruptly in Lower Ganga Plain 
extending over Bihar and West Bengal due to high 
rainfall. It has an elevation of below 75 m and has been 
further divided into following six micro regions: 

2.6.1 North Bihar Plain 
2.6.2 South Bihar Plain 
2.6.3 Barind Tract 
2.6.4 Moriband Delta 
2.6.5 Proper Delta 
2.6.6 Rarh Plain 

2.7 Brahmaputra Valley 

The Brahmaputra Valley presents typical geo-

9 

graphical features. In general, the valley has an 
elevation of below 75 m. The eastern section is more 
undulating. Rainfall is very high and river pattern is 
braided in various sections of the Brahmaputra. The 
tributaries joining the main river Brahmaputra dis
charge large amount of water during the monsoon 
period and hence cause floods in the valley region. It 
is also covered with luxuriant vegetations throughout. 
Hence, on this basis this valley has been divided into 
three divisions with definite characteristics. 

2.7.1 Westem Brahmaputra Valley 
2.7.2 Central Brahmaputra Valley 
2.7.3 Eastern Brahmaputra Valley 

3. The Deccan Plateau 

The Deccan Plateau represents the whole of 
South Indian tableland. From the point of view of 
geology, the whole region is composed of metamor
phic rocks of pre-Cambrian age. Considering drain
age, elevation, forest cover, soils and rainfall, sub
divisions were delineated. In general, the elevation 
rises to over 1000 m in the south while it hardly 
exceeds 500 m in the north. The rivers of this region 
have mostly reached their base level of erosion which 
have carved wide valleys in various regions of consid
erable importance. This region has been divided into 
12 sub-regions and 33 divisions: 

3.1 Seml·Arid Rajasthan 

This portion of Rajasthan is marked with interven
ing valleys where the soils are red, yellow and mixed 
red-black in character. The regional characteristics of 
this region are different from those of the arid zone of 
the Rajasthan (2.3). The annual rainfall here varies 
from 35 to 45 cm. Besides, the vegetation is partly de
veloped over the hills and slopes which mostly be
longs to semi-arid type, while the arid plains are in
fested with thorny scrub and bushy vegetation. This 
region has further been divided into three divisions: 

3.1.1 Aravalli Range and the 
Associated Uplands 

3.1.2 Semi-Arid Uplands of Eastern 
Rajasthan 

3.1.3 Banas-Chambal Basin 



3.2 Uttar Pradesh Uplands 

Uttar Pradesh Uplands represent well defined 
zone of Vindhyan System in the south. The average 
elevation is 500-600 m. and slopes towards the" plain 
in the north. The divisions made in this meso region 
are: 

3.2.1 Jhansi Uplands 
3.2.2 Mirzapur Uplands 

Jhansi Uplands are comparatively dry while the 
Mirzapur Uplands are wet. 

3.3 Bihar-West Bengal Uplands 

Bihar-West Bengal Uplands region is one of the 
most interesting regions for the studies in geomor
phology and cultural geography. The whole region 
belongs to the unclassified crystalline rocks. The 
elevation of the Bihar Highlands known as Chotan
agpur Plateau is in the range of 300-900 m. which is 
often high above 900 m. at places in the form of 
rounded hills. Soils in this region are mainly red and 
yellow and red sandy. Red and black soils are pre
dominant in Singhbhum region. The drainage is ra
dial. Forests are dense in Palamu, Ranchi and Hazar
ibag areas, while it becomes sparse in Puruliya on 
account of degenerated soils on the uplands. On the 
basis of elevation and nature of topography the region 
has been divided into 4 divisions: 

3.3.1 Ranchi Plateau 
3.3.2 Hazaribag Plateau 
3.3.3 Puruliya Uplands 
3.3.4 Singhbhum Plateau 

3.4 Northern Madhya Pradesh Uplands 

The Northern Madhya Pradesh uplands region 
has been sub-divided into three divisions. In general, 
the elevation is between 300-600 m with numerous 
hills which are thickly forested. The Northern Madhya 
Pradesh is typically a ravine and derelict land zone on 
account of erosion by the tributaries of Chambal 
system. The Northern Madhya Pradesh Uplands
East region represents the Vindhyas with well devel
oped scarps. Three divisions made in this meso 
region are: 

3.4.1 Northern Madhya Pradesh 
Ravine Uplands-West 
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3.4.2 Northern Madhya Pradesh 
Uplands-Central 

3.4.3 Northern Madhya Pradesh 
Uplands-East 

3.5 Central Madhya Pradesh Plateau 

The Central Madhya Pradesh Plateau inherits a 
complex geology. In general, gneisses-Vindhyans 
and Gondwanas are fairly represented here. Forest is 
deciduous and presents large varieties of sal. Soils 
are primarily medium black to deep black types. The 
region has been sub-divided into three divisions: 

3.5.1 Sagar Plateau 
3.5.2 Bhopal Plateau 
3.5.3 Ratlam Plateau 

3.6 Southern Madhya Pradesh Uplands 

The region in general represents black soil. 
Annual rainfall varies between 200-300 cm. The 
whole region is densely forested in general. Accord
ing to the elevation, drainage and micro orographic 
characteristics the region has been divided into three 
divisions. 

3.6.1 Narmada Region including 
Flanks of Vindhya and Satpura 

3.6.2 Mahanadi Basin 
3.6.3 Madhya Pradesh Dandakaranya 

3.7 Northern Maharashtra 

The Northern Maharashtra represents the major 
soil regions developed over 'Deccan flows'. In this 
region average annual rainfall ranges'betWeen 40 and 
80 cm. The altitudinal characteristics are quite pro
nounced and hence the delineation of above regions 
is based on the 'Valleys and Divides' concept of 
orography of the region. It has been further divided 
into following two divisions: 

3.7.1 Tapti -Puma Valley 
3.7.2 Wardha-Penganga-Wainganga Plain 

3.8 Maharashtra Plateau 

This meso region in general, has an altitude 
ranging between 300 and 900 m and extends over 



basans. Some high ranges like Ajanta range, Haris
chandra range, Mahadeo range and Balaghat range 
break the monotony and thus form a mosaic of plateau 
wnh protruded hills. Annual rainfall in general, varies 
between 80 and 100 cm except in the central region 
of Maharashtra Plateau which generally gets less 
than 80 cm rainfall. Forests cover, in general, is 
sparse and at places dense which is of dry deciduous 
type. Consequently, two divisions have been made in 
this region, viz. 

3.8.1 Eastern Plateau 
3.8.2 Western Plateau with protruded Hills 

3.9 Karnataka Plateau 

The Karnataka Plateau is a well defined plateau 
region of the Deccan over the unclassified crystalline 
rocks. In general, the northern portion is having an 
elevation of about 300 m. with a westward slope, while 
the soumern portion is high (over 900 m) and slopes 
towards south-east. Tungabhadra river cuts it into two 
regions. Average annual rainfall is around 80 cm in 
major part of this region. Soils in the northern Kama
taka are black while in the south these are mostly 
laterne, red sandy and red loamy. Forests are dense 
only in Malnad bordering Sahyadri where the main 
elevation reaches 1000 m with heavy rainfall of 
150 cm per annum. Three divisions made. on the 
above considerations in this region are: 

3.9.1 Northern Karnataka Plateau 
3.9.2 Central Karnataka Plateau 
3.9.3 Southern Karnataka Plateau 

3.10 Tamil Nadu Uplands 

This region is the southern extension of unclas
sified crystalline rocks of Cambrian period and is 
marked with fairly wide valley qf Cauvery and its 
tributaries. In general, the elevation is over 900m. in 
the west due to southern Sahyadri and Nilgiri Hills. 
The western and the eastern flanks get an annual 
rainfall of about 80-200 cm. but the central part of the 
uplands is almost dry. Due to comparatively high 
rainfall the hilly areas are forested. On the basis of 
elevation two divisions have been carved out which 
are: 

3.10.1 Eastern Flanks of Sahyadri 
3.10.2 Tamil Nadu Uplands 
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3.11 Andhra Plateau 

Andhra Plateau is another well·defined plateau 
region over the Archaean gneissic rock of Southem 
India which is drained mostly by Godavari, Krishna 
and Penner river systems. Overthewestern margins, 
the soils are mostly medium black with intrusion of 
deep black soils in Krishna valley. The rest of the 
region is characterised by red sandy soils. The 
average annual rainfall is below 80 cm in this region. 
The region is covered with deciduous forests. On the 
basis of elevation and other considerations, the re
gion has been divided into four divisions and identified 
as: 

3.11.1 Godavari Depression 
3.11.2 Telengana Plateau 
3.11.3 Krishna Piedmont Plain 
3.11.4 Rayalaseema 

3.12 Orissa Highlands 

The Orissa Highlands region is comprised of the 
north-eastern extension of unclassified crystalline 
rocks of the Deccan Plateau. Here the topography is 
rugged and elevation is about 1200 m in Koraput 
plateau. The Mahanadi and Brahmani rivers have 
carved out well defined valleys. Soils of the region are 
mostly red and sandy interspersed with red and 
yellow soils in some areas. The western portion of the 
region consists of deep valleys with spurs. In general, 
the southern portion is much more dissected and 
higher than the northem one, where the range of 
elevation is between 300 and 900 m. Average annual 
rainfall of the region is between 200 and 300 cm. The 
region has been divided into two well marked divi
sions according to elevation, viz. 

3.12.1 Northern Orissa Highlands 
3.12.2 Southern Orissa Highlands 

(Orissa Dandakaranya) 

4. The Coastal Plains and Is!ands 

Geologically, the Coastal Plains adjacent to the 
Peninsular region are mere 'Shore Facies' of the 
Deccan ·Trap. The region has attained a definite 
regional approach for classnication on account of 
coastal alluvium characteristics hemmed in between 
the Sahyadri and Arabian sea towards the west and 



the Eastern Ghats and Bay of Bengal in the east. The 
rainfall varies in the sections which is high (above 300 
cm) in the Western Coastal Region and low (1 00 cm) 
in the Eastern Coastal Region. The Coastal Plain 
has been sub-divided into 4 sub-regions and 20 
divisions: 

4.1 Gujarat Region 

This region represents almost the whole of 
Gujarat state. This region is composed of 'Deccan 
Flows' and coastal Tertiary deposits. Gujarat Plain is 
drained by Sabarmati and Mahi rivers. Eastern Hilly 
Region is comprised of Panch Mahals and the Dangs 
districts. Kathiawar Peninsula is partly rocky having 
an elevation of above 75 m. Radial drainage is the 
chief characteristic feature of this zone. 

Kachchh Peninsula solely corresponds with 
Kachchh district. The chief characteristic feature of 
the region is the sandy plain with isolated rocky hills. 
All these regions may typically be said as semi-arid 
while the Kachchh Peninsula is arid. The above 
mentioned four regions are as follows: 

4.1.1 Gujarat Plain 
4.1.2 Eastern Hilly Region 
4.1.3 Kathiawar Peninsula 
4.1.4 Kachchh Peninsula 

4.2 Western Coastal Region 

The Western Coastal Region lies just bordering 
the Sahyadri (the Western Ghats). The width of the 
region is often very narrow in Karnataka Coastal 
Region which broadens further south in Kerala. Rain
fall is quite heavy over 300 cm. per annum. Six 
divisions have been demarcated in this region which 
cover portions of Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, 
Mahe district of Pondicherry and Goa district of Goa, 
Daman & Diu. The six divisions are: 

4.2.1 Maharashtra Littoral 
4.2.2 Goa Coast 
4.2.3 Karnataka Coast 
4.2.4 North Kerala Coast 
4.2.5 Central Kerala Coast 
4.2.6 South Kerala Coast 
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4.3 Eastern Coastal Region 

The Eastern Coastal Region can be distinguished 
from the Western coast because the basic geographi
cal factors of these two regions vary to a great extent. 
The 100 cm. isohyetalline separates the eastern and 
western coastal areas at the district level at Kan
niyakumari. The Eastern Coastal Region is wide and 
the soils differ appreciably within this region. The big 
rivers carve out broader valleys or deltas which give 
further help in establishing the division in the Eastern 
Coastal Region. The Eastern Ghats are broken as 
they do not run as continuous geographical barrier. 
The region has been divided into 8 divisions, viz. 

4.3.1 Kanniyakumari Coast 
4.3.2 Sandy Littoral 
4.3.3 Coromandel Coast 
4.3.4 Southern Andhra Coastal Plain 
4.3.5 Krishna Delta 
4.3.6 Godavari Delta 
4.3.7 Northern Andhra Coastal Plain 
4.3.8 Mahanadi Delta 

4.4 The Islands 

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of 
Bengal and Lakshadweep in the Arabian sea vary 
between themselves in the geographical location as 
well as in human geography and form two micro 
regions. 

4.4.1 The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are 
composed of more than 300 named and unnamed 
islands. Out of them 33 major islands are inhabited, 
while the remaining islands are uninhabited. Geologi
cally, sandstone and shales of Eocene periOd pre
dominate. Due to hot and humid climate, soils are 
lateritic and degenerated with luxuriant growth of 
vegetation cover. Coral formation is the chief charac
teristics of the islands and so the group of islands 
forms a definite entity of a region on these considera
tions. 

4.4.2 The Lakshadweep - These islands have 
developed very near to the continental shelf of the 
Indian coast. The total number of islands is 27 out of 
which 10 are inhabited and the remaining 17 are 
uninhabited. 

These two present a particular geographical 
environment, ecology and culture zone of India. 
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Regions with Code 
No. (Macro) 

1 

1. The Northern 
Mountains 

PHYSIO·GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS OF INDIA (REGIONAL DIVISIONS) 

Sub-Regions with 
Code No. (Meso) 

2 

1.1 Jammu & 
Kashmir 
Himalaya 

1.2 Himachal 
Pradesh 
Himalaya 

1.3 Uttar Pradesh 
Himalaya-

Divisons with Code 
No. (Micro) 

3 

1.1.1 Ladakh 

Districts 

4 

Ladakh & Kargil 
1.1.2 Kashmir Valley Ana~tnag (KS), 

Baramula (KN), 
Pulwama, Badgam, 
Kupwara and 
Sri nagar 

1.1.3 Jammu Dada, Jammu, 
Kathua, Punch, 
Rajauri and 
Udhampur 

1.2.1 Northern Charnba 
Himachal 
Pradesh 

1.2.2 Trans- Kinnaur and Lahul & 
Himalayan Spiti 
Zone 

1.2.3 C.entral Kangra, Kullu, Una; 
Himachal Hamirpur and Mandi 
Pradesh 

1.2.4 Southern Bilaspur, Solan, 
Himachal Shimla and Sirmaur 
Pradesh 

1.3.1 Kumaon Chamoli, Pithora-
Himalaya- garh, Uttarkashi . 
North 

1.3.2 Western Dehra Dun, G.arhwal 
Kumaon and T ehri Garhwal 
Himalaya, 
Siwalik & 
Doons 

1.3.3 Kumaon Almora and Nain~al 
Himalaya-East 
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- State/Union 
Territory 

5 

Jammu & Kashmir 
Jammu & Kashmir 

Jammu & Kashmir 

Himachal Pradesh 

Himachal Pradesh 

Himachal Pradesh 

. Himachal Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh 



1 2 3 4 5 

1.4 North-Eastern 1.4.1 Sikkjrn North District, West Sikkim 
Himalaya Himalaya District, South 

District and East 
District 

1.4.2 Darjiling Darjiling and West Bengal 
Himalaya Jalpaiguri 
including 
Duars 

1.4.3 Western West Kameng, East Arunachal Pradesh 
Arunachal Kameng, Lower 
Pradesh Subansiri, Upper 
Himalaya Subansiri, West 

Siang and East 
Siang 

-
1.4.4 Eastern Dibang Valley, Lohit Arunachal Pradesh 

Arunachal and Tirap 
Pradesh 
Himalaya 

1.5 Eastern Hill 1,5.1 Nagaland Hills Kohima,Mokokchung, Nagaland 
Zone Mon, Wokha, 

Zunheboto, Phek 
and Tuensang 

1,5.2 Manipur Hills Manipur East, Manipur 
Manipul" North, 
Manipur West, 
Pocket of Manipur 
Central and Manipur 
South 

1,5.3 Imphal Valley Manipur Central and Manipur 
Tengnoupal 

1,5,4 Hill Zone Aizawl, Lu.nglei and Mizoram 
Chhimtuipui 

1.5.5 Tripura Plain SOl::lth Tripura and Tripura 
West Tripura 

1,5.6 Tripura Hills North Tripura Tripura 

1.5.7 Cachar Plain Cachar Assam 
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2 3 4 5 

1.5.8 Karbi Anglong Karbi Anglong and Assam 
& North North, Cachar Hills 
CacharHills 

1.5.9 Eastern West Khasi H!lIs, Meghalaya 
Meghalaya East Khasi Hills and 

Jaintia Hills 

1.5.10 Western West Garo Hills and Meghalaya 
Meghalaya East Garo Hills 

2. The Great 2.1 Punjab Plain 2.1.1 Ravi-Beas Amritsar and Punjab 
Plains Inter1luvial Gurdaspur. 

Plain 

2.1.2 Hoshiarpur- Chandigarh, Chandigarh & 
Chandigarh Hoshiarpur and Punjab 
Sub-montane Rupnagar 
Plain 

2.1.3 Beas-Satluj Jalandhar and Punjab 
Doab Kapurthala 

2.1.4 Punjab-Malwa Bathinda, Firozpur, Punjab 
Plain Ludhiana, Patiala, 

Sangrur and 
Faridkot ... 

2.2 Haryana Plain 2.2.1 Eastern Ambala, Haryana 
Haryana Kurukshetra, Jind, 
Plain Karnal, Rohtak and 

Sonipat 

2.2.2 Western 
Hisar, Sirsa and Haryana 

Haryana 
.Plain Bhiwani 

2.2.3 Southern Delhi, Gurgaon, Delhi and Haryana 
Haryana Mahendraga'rh and 
Plain Faridabad 

2.3 Arid Rajasthan, 2.3.1 Ghaggar Plain Ganganagar Rajasthan 
prain 

2.3.2 Rajasthan Churu, Jhunjhunun, Rajasthan 
Bagar Nagaur and Sikar 

\ 

2.3.3 Extremely Arid Bikaner and Rajasthan 
Tract Jaisalmer 
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2.3;4 Luni Valley Sarmer, Jalar, Rajasthan 
Jodhpur and Pali 

2.4 Upper Ganga 2.4.1 Northern Bijnor, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh 
Plain Upper Ganga Meerut, Moradabad, 

Plain Muzaf(amagar, 
Rampurand 
Sahararypur 

2.4.2 Southern Aligarh, Agra, Uttar Pradesh 
Upper Ganga Bareilly, Budaun, 
Plain Bulandshahr, 

Etah, Etawah, 
Farrukhabad, Kheri, 
Mainpuri, Mathura, 
Pilibhit and 
Shahjahanpur 

2.5 Middle Ganga 2.5.1 Middle Ganga Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh 
Plain Plain-West Bahraich, 

Bara Banki, 
Faizabad, Fatehpur, 
Gonda, Hardoi, 
Kanpur, LLlcknow, 
Pratapgarh, Rae 
Bareli, Sitapur, 
Sultanpur and 
Unnao 

2.5.2 Middle Ganga Azamgarh, Sa Ilia , Uttar Pradesh 
Plain-East Basti, Deoria, 

Gorakhpur, 
Varanasi, Jaunpur 
and Ghazipur 

2.6 Lower Ganga 2.6.1 North Bihar Pashchim Bihar 
Plain Plain Champaran, Purba 

Champaran, 
Darbhanga, 
Muzaffarpur, Purnia, 
Saharsa, Saran, 
Sitamarhi, 
Begusarai, 
Madhubani, Katihar, 
Samastipur, 
Vaishali, Siwan and 
Gopalganj 
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2.6.2 South Bihar Bhagalpur, Gaya, Bihar 
Plain Munger, Patna, 

Bhojpur, Nalanda, 
Nawada, Rohtas 
and Aurangabad 

2.6.3 Barind Tract Koch Bihar, Maldah West Bengal 
and West Dinajpur 

2.6.4 Moriband Murphidabad and West Hengal 
Delta Nadia 

2.6.5 ,.proper Delta . Bar€!dhaman, West Bengal 
Calcutta, Hugli, 
Haora and Twenty 
four Parganas 

2.6.6 Rarh Plain Bankura, Birbhum West Bengal 
and Medinipur 

2.7 Brahmaputra 2.7.1 Western Goalpara and Assam 
Valley Brahmaputra Kamrup 

Valley 

2.7.2 Central Darrang and Assam 
Brahmaputra Nagaon 
Valley 

2.7.3 Eastern Lakhimpur, Assam 
Brahmaputra Sibsagar and 
Valley Dibrugarh 

3. The Deccan 3.1 Semi-Arid ' 3.1.1 'Aravalli Range Ajmer, Alwar, Rajasthan 
Plateau Rajasthan and the Banswara, 

Associated Chittaurgarh, 
UplanQs Dungarpur, Jaipur, 

Sirohi and Udaippr 

3.1.2 Semi-Arid Bhilwara, Bundi, Rajasthan 
Uplands of Kota, Jhalawar and 
Eastern Tonk 
Rajasthan 

3.1.3 Banas- Bharatpur and Rajasthan 
Ch'ambal Sawai Madhopur 
Basin 
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3.2 Uttar Pradesh 3.2.1 Jhansi Banda, Hamirpur, Uttar Pradesh 
Uplands Uplands Jalaun, Lalitpur and 

Jhansi 

3.2.2'Mir'zapur Mirzapur Uttar Pradesh 
Uplands 

3.3 Bihar-West 3.3.1 Ranchi Palamu and Ranchi Bi~ar 
Bengal Plateau 
Uplands 

3.3.2' Hazaribag Dhanbad, Bihar 
Plateau Hazaribag, Giridih 

and Santhal 
Pargana 

3.3.3 Puruliya Puruliya West Bengal 
Uplands 

3.3.4 Singhbhum Singhbhum Bihar 
Plateau 

3.4 Northern 3.4.1 Northern Bhind, Datia, Guna, Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Madhya Gwalior, Morena 
Pradesh Pradesh and Shivpuri 
Uplands Ravine 

Uplands-West 

3.4.2 Northern Chhatarpur, Panna Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya and Tikamgarh 
Pradesh 
Uplands-
Central 

3.4.3 N9rthern Rewa, Satna, Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Shahdol, Sidhi and 
Pradesh Surguja 
Uplands-East 

3.5 Cenfral 3.5.1 ,Sagar Plateau Damoh, Sagar and MadhyCYPradesh 
Madhya Vidisha 
Rradesh 
Plateau 3.5.2 Bhopal Dewas, Indore, Madhya Pradesh 

Plateal!t, Raisen, Bhopal and 
Sehore 
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3.5.3 Ratlam Dhar, Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh 
Plateau Mand$aur, Ratlam, 

Rajgarh, Shajapur 
and Ujjain 

3.6 Southern 3.6.1 Narmada Balaghat, Betul, Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Region Chhindwara, 
Pradesh including Ho_shangabad, 
Uplands Flanks of J~balpur, 

Vindhya and West Nimar, 
Satpura East Nimar, Mandla, 

Narsimhapur and 
Sedni 

3.6.2 Mahanadi Bilaspur, Durg, Madhya Pradesh 
Basin Raigarh, Raj 

Nandgaon qnd 
Raipur 

3.6.3 Madhya Basfar Madhya Pradesh 
Pradesh Dan-
dakaranya 

3.7 Northern 3.7.1 Tapti-Purna 
Maharashtra Valley Amravati, Akola, Maharashtra 

Buldana, Dhule and 
Jalgaon 

3.7.2 Wardha-
Penganga- Bhandara, Maharashtra 
Wainganga Chandrapur, 
Plain Nagpur, Wardha 

and Yavatmal 
3.8 Maharashtra 3.8.1 Eastern 

Plateau Plateau AU,rangabad, Bid, Maharashtra 
Kolhapur, Nanded, 
Osrnanabad, 
Parbhani, Sa9gli 
and Solapur 

3.8.2 Western 
Platea:u with Ahmadnagar, Maharashtra 
protruded Nashik, Pune and 
Hills Satara 

3.9 Karnataka 3.~.1 Northern 
Plateau Karnataka Belgaum, Bidar, Kamataka 

Plateau Bijapur and 
Gulbarga 
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3.9,2 Central Bellary, Karnataka 
Karnataka Chikmagalur, 
Plateau Chitradurga, 

Dharwad, Shimoga, 
Raichur and Pocket 
of Tumkur 

3.9.3 Southern Bangalore, Kodagu, Karnataka -
Karnataka Hassan~ Kolar, 
Plateau Mandya, Mysore 

and Tumkur 

3.10 Tamil Nadu 3.10.1 Eastern COimbatore, Tamil Nadu 
Uplands, Flanks of Madurai, Nilgiri and 

Sahyadri Periyar 

3.10.2 Tamil Nadu -bharmapuri, North Tamil Nadu 
Uplands Areot and Salem 

3.11 Andhra Plateau 3.11.1 Godavari Karimnagar, Andhra Pradesh 
Depression Khammam and 

Warangal 

-
3.11.2 Telangana Adilabad, Andhra Pradesh 

Plateau Hyderabad, 
Mahbubnagar, 
Medak, Nizamabad 
and Rangareddi 

3.11.3 K'rishna Nalgonda Andhra Pradesh 
Piedmont 
Plain 

3.11.4 Rayala- Anantapur, Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh 
seema Cuddapah and 

Kurnool 

3.12 Orissa High- ·3.12.1 Northern Dhenkanal, Orissa 
lands Orissa Kendujhar, 

Highlands Mayurbhanj, 
Sambalpur and 
Su ndargarh 

3.12.2 Southern Phulabaqi, Balangir, Orissa 
Orissa Ganjam, Kalahandi 
Highlands and Koraput 
(0rissa Oan-
dakaranya) 
2~ 
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4. The Coastal 4.1 Gujarat ReQion 4.1.1 Gujarat Plain Ahmadabad, Gujarat, Dadra & 
Plains and Bharuch, Banas Nagar Haveli and 
Islands Kantha, Goa, Daman & Diu 

Gandhinagar, 
Kheda, Mahesana, 
Sabar Kantha, Surat, 
Vadodara, Valsad, 
Dadra & Nagar 
Haveli and Daman 

4.1.2 Eastem Hilry Panch Mahals and Gujarat 
Region Th~ Dangs 

4.1.3 Kathiawar Amreli, Bhavnagar, Gujarat and GO'a, 
Peninsula Jarnnagar, Daman & Diu 

Junagadh, Rajkot, 
Surendranagar and 
Diu 

4.1.4 Kachchh KaChchh Gujarat 
Peninsula 

4.2 Western 4.2.1 Maharashtra Greater Bombay, Maharashtra 
Coastal littoral Raigarh, Ratnagiri 
Region and Thane 

4.2.2 Goa Coast Goa Goa, Daman & Diu 

4.2.3 Karnataka Uttar Kannad and Karnataka 
Coast Dakshin Kannad 

4.2.4 North Kerala Cannanore, Kerala and 
Coast Kozhikode Pondicherry 

Wayanad and Mahe 

4.2.5 Central ~rnakulam, Kerala 
Kerala boast ~ttayam, 

lappuram, 
Palghat, trichur and 
Idukki 

4.2.6 South Kerala Alleppey, Kerala 
Coast Trivandrum and 

Ouilon 

4.3 Eastern 4.3.1 Kanniya- Kanniyakumari Tamil Nadu 
Coastal RegIon kumarl Coast 
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4.3.2 Sandy Ramanathapuram Tamil Nadu 
LHtoral and Tirunelveli 

4.3.3 Coromandel Chengalpattu, Pondicherry and 
Co.ast Madras, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu 

Tiruchchirappalli, 
?outh Areot, 
Pudukkottai, 
Karaikal and, 
Pondicherry 

4.3.4 Southern Nallore and Andhra Pradesh 
Andhra Prakasam 
Coastal Plain 

4.3.5 Krishna Guntur and Krishna Andhra Pradesh 
Delta 

4.3.6 Godavari East Godavari, Andhra Pradesh 
Delta West Godavari and and Pondicherry 

Yanam 

4.3.7 Northern Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh 
Andhra Vizianagaram and 
Coastal Plain Vishakhapatnam 

4.3.S' Mahanadi Baleshwar, Cuttack Orissa 
Delta and-Puri , 

4.4 The Islands 4.4.1 Andaman Andaman and Andaman and 
and Nicobar Nicobar Nicobar Islands 
Islands 

~ 

4.4.2 Lakshadweep Lakshadweep Lakshadweep 

24 



PART II 

REGIONAL DIVISlON°S 
OF MEGHALAVA 





REGIONAL DIVISIONS OF MEGHALA VA 

The state of Meghalaya, which is known as the 
abode of clouds, is situated in the north-eastern pari 
of the country and lies between 25°2' and 26°6' North 
latitudes and 89°48' and 92°50' East longitudes. The 
state of Meghalaya was created on 21st January, 
1972 by North Eastern Areas (Reorganization) Act, 
1971. The erstwhile two districts of Assam, viz., 
United Khasi and Jaintia Hills and Garo Hills were 
carved out of the state of Assam to form a new state. 
It is bounded by Assam state in the north and east and 
by Bangladesh in the south and west. It comprises an 
area of 22,429 km2and is inhabited by 1,335,819 per
sons in 1981. Out of the total population, 683,710 are 
males and 652,109 females. In terms of percentage. 
the area and population of the state account for 0.69 
and 0.19 respectively to the total area and population 
of the nation.The state of Meghalaya is divided into 5 
districts and the distrfts are again sub-divided into 10 
sub-divisions/ administrative units and 30 community 
development blocks to bring administration nearerto 
the people. The community development block is the 
smallest administrative unit and this in turn consists of 
several villages and towns with defined boundaries. 

On the basis of the local physical conditiQns like 
top9gra~hy, relief and drainage, geology, soils, rain
fall, temperature, forest coverage and. its types, tne 
entire state of Meghalaya is delineated into two natu
ral sub-divjsions - (1) Eastern Meghalaya and (2) 
Western Meghalaya. . 

Eastern Meghalaya comprising three districts, 
namely, Jaintia Hills, East Khasi Hills-tl!1d West Khasi 
Hills covers an area of 14,262 km2• Entire area of the 
region is hilly except some small areas in the northern 
part where the region faces the Brahmaputra valley 
and the southern part where it merges with the plain 
of Bangladesh. Most of the area of this region is 
compos~d of gneissic complex and Sbillong group of 
rocks. However, some pockets in the northern and 
central parts are made of granitiC rock. The rocks of 
Jainti'a series: Disan9 Series (with ultrabasic) consti
tute the central part of Jaintia Hills. Limestone is 
widely available in the south-eastern area of the 
region. The rock deposits found in this region are 
ranging from Archaean' to Pliocene age. The Shillong 
plateau which lies in the central part, is the most 
remarkable feature of this natural region. The highest 
pe~k of Meghalaya known a.s Shillong peak is also 
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located in this part at an altitude of 1,693 metres. The 
Shillong plateau is the watershed of almost all rivers 
and the rivers flow according to the slope towards all 
directions forming a radial type of drainage pattern. A 
large number of perennial streams, viz., Umtrew, 
Umngi, Umiam, Umnngot, Umkhri, Umwaiser, 
Kynshi, Myntdu, Kopili and Umkareng and numerous 
small streams flow down towards the Assam Valley 
and the plain of Bangladesh. As these rivers pass 
through the hilly regions, they carry large number of 
boulders, pebbles and sands in their beds. The south
ern part of the Shillong plateau is an area of low hills 
and valleys and this belt gradually merges with the 
Surma valleypf Bangladesh. The hills with east-west 
alignment co~stitute the eastern part of this naturai 
sub-division. 

The two districts, viz., East Garo Hills and West 
Garo Hills covering an area of 8,084 km2 constitute the 
region of Western t0eghalaya. From topographic 
point of view, this region'is also more or less similar to 
that of Eastern Meghalaya with an exception of low 
hills and plain area in the northern, western and 
southern parts. The region faces the Brahmaputra 
plain in the north and north-west and touches the plain 
of Bangladesh in the south and south-west. It is mainly 
composed of gneissiC rock in the north and Simsang, 
Chengpara and Baghmara formations in the south, 
The south eastern part consists of Sela formation. 
The rock deposits of the region are ranging in age 
from Archaean to Recent. The central part of this 
natural sub-division can be called as 'watershed' 
where numerous rivers, streams and springs etc., find 
their sources. Tura and Arbela are the main ranges of 
this region. The Arbela range lies in the north of Tura 
range and remains almost parallel to the latter one. 
The Nokrek peak (1,411 metres) is the highest peak 
of Western Meghalaya and situated about two kilo
metres away from Tura town. A large number of rivers 
and streams originate in the central highland and flow 
down to all sides forming a radial drainage pattern. 
Krishnai, Dudhnai, Simsang, Dareng etG. are the im
portant rivers. During rainy season these rivers cause 
flood in some areas and carry large amount of sedi
ments as these rivers drain through the barren land 
formed due to extensive jhum cultivation. 

The climate of Meghalaya is sub-tropical in nature 
due to its location. But because of the high hills and 



plateaus the summer is quite comfortable and it is not 
so warm. The winter season, from October to Febru
ary, is quite cold. The Western Meghalaya is com
paratively warmer than Eastern Meghalaya. Most 
important features emerging from the rainfall distribu
tion is high rainfall in the south and south-west of 
Meghalaya and it decreases towards north and north· 
east. The southern part of the state is bounded by the 
isohyet of 5000 mm and it gradually decreases to
wards the north where it reaches upto 2500 mm. 
Mawsynram and Cherrapunjee are the wettest 
patches of the world where the annual rainfall records 
above 7000 mm. The southern part of Meghalaya 
which touches Bangladesh receives the maximum 
rainfall while the northern part which faces the state of 
Assam gets less rainfall. The climate of Meghalaya is 
attributed to long wet months and short dry months. 
Temperature is playing a dominant role to make up 
the climate of an area. It is interesting to note that the 
central part of Meghalaya is bounded by an isotherm 
line of 20°C which gradually increases towards all 
directions. The contrast between the rainfall and 
temperature has played a vital role for cultivator to 
raise varieties of crops. From the tropical to temper
ate, all kinds of crops can be grown in this state owing 
to its location and climate. The normal temperature 
variations is also not so high throughout the year. 
Because of its suitable climatic conditions, varieties of 
vegetable crops can be grown throughout the year. 
However, the crop!}ing pattern is not similar in the 
micro-regions as the physio-geographic factors vary 
from one region to other. The r~lationship between 
rainfall, temperature and farming method should be 
studied by employing water-balance technique keep
ing sub-micro regions into account as they represent 
homogeneity in their physio-geographicponditions. It 
may be mentioned here that rainfall, types of soils are 
not the only determining factors of vegetation in the 
hilly areas but temperature, altitude and slopes are 
also additional influencing factors. The natural vege
tation found in the state is ranging from tropical wet 
evergreen to sub-tropical pine forests. The tropical 
moist deciduous forest is widely found in Garo Hills. 

The geological features and distribution of soils 
alSO support to some extent the natural sub-divisions 
made in respect of Meghalaya as depicted on the soil 
and geology map of the State. 

The State economy is mainly agriculturaL The 
distribution of rural settlemel")ts clearly explains about 
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the economic condition of the state. The entire state 
of M~ghalaya is hilly with the only exception in the 
northern and southern fringe areas where the state 
merges either with the Assam Valley or Bangladesh. 
Because of hilly or rocky terrain, it is quite natural for 
the settlements to shift towards the source of water. 
Most of the villages are concentrated along the bank 
of the rivers, streams etc. as the cultivators need 
sufficient water to raise-their crops although the natu
ral rain water is avaitable during rainy season. The 
entire district of West Khasi Hills, northern part of East 
Khasi Hills, Baghmara sub-division of West Garo Hills 
and south-eastern part of Jaintia Hilts, where dense 
forests are occupying, most of the areas have a very 
low density of population. The overall density of 
population of the state is only 60 persons per knf in 
1981. This is very much less than the national average 
density of 216 in 1981. The factors like climate, 
topography, productivity of soils, industrial develop
ment, urbanisation, irrigational faCilities and other 
factors of economic development are playing vital role 
to restrict the population growth and density. In view 
of this, the density is strikingly uneven in the state as 
it is clear from the map. On the other hand hilly areas 
support comparatively less people than plain areas as 
huge destruction of forest may lead to soil erosion and 
other land hazards. There is no large scale industry in 
Meghalaya except the cement factory at Cher
rapunjee and some saw mills, beverages factories 
and flour mills. So the economy of the state is not 
much influenced by industry. The urbanisation is also 
not so rapid as it is 'in some other states. Nearly 82% 
of total population live in rural areas. Among them 
23.45% population practise Jhum (shifting C!.1Hiva
tion) as their way of cultivation. Because of the undu
lating or rough topography, the settled cultivation is 
not possible in the hilly regions. As a result, large 
tracts of virgin land has been brought under jhum 
cultivation or slash and burn method of cultivation. 
This system of farming not only affects the ecological 
balance but also creates great havoc to soil productiv
ity and ultimately leads to soil erosion. On the other 
hand, during rainy season, the rivers/streams origi
nated in the hills carry large amount of loose materi
als caused due to extensive jhum cultivation in the 
form of sediments and release these sedim~n~s in the 
bed of the river in the plain areas. If the process 
continues'for long period of time, the bed of the rivers 
in the plain will co'me up and the rivers in turn will not 
be able to accept excess water during rainy season 



ang, this Will ultimately lead to fl60d in the plain areas. 
As such, this thought has been seriously taken by the 
Government and effective measures have been 
taken up to check deterioration of the condition by 
introducing terrace cultivation and some other 
means. It reflects that whole Meghalaya requires 
extra planning emphasis to restricts further deteriora
tion of this condition. To explain the fact more practi
cally, we must correlate the land and its regions, of the 
richness of the land, soils and crops suitability and 
distribution of population in relation to regional capaci
ties. Among the districts, the density of population is 
31 in West Khasi Hills, 98 in East Khasi Hills, 41 in 
Jaintia Hills, 66 in West Garo Hills and 52 in East Garo 
Hills. The density, therefore, varies from one district to 
another. It is found that the density of population is the 
highest in East Khasi Hills where Shillong, the capital 
of the state is 10cated . .The large concentration of the 
population in the Shillo[lg Urban Agglomeration and 
Cherrapunjee town is mainly responsible for high 
density of· population in the district. Topography and 
dense forested areas are mainly responsible for
sparse population in the other parts. The maps of 
density (total, rural and urban) by sub-micro region 
clearly indicate the general economic behaviour of the 
area, its capacity to support the population and 
thereby point out the areas where extra planning 
emphasis is required. 

The scheduled tribes constitute a major portion of 
the population of the state of Meghalaya. But the 
numerical strength of scheCiuled castes is negligible in 
comparison to scheduled tribes in the state. Accord
ing to the 1981 Census, the total scheduled tribe 
population consists of 1,076,345 persons accounting 
for 80.55% of the total population of Meghalaya. The 
percentages of schedu.led tribe population living in 
rural and urban areas are 87.59 and 12.41 respec
tively. It is, therefore, clear that they are mainly con
fined to rural areas. The distribution of scheduled tribe 
population throughout the state is not uniform as East 
Khasi Hills district alone claims for 34.75% of the total 
scheduled tribe population of the state followed by 
West Garo Hills district with 25.38%. The percentage 
of scheduled tribes in the remaining districts to total 
scheduled tribe population of the state is 14.59 in 
West Khasi Hills, 13.82 in Jaintia Hills and 11.56 in 
East Garo Hills. Among th~ C. D. Blocks, the propor
tion of scheduled tribe population to total population is 
the highest (99.89%) in Mawkynrew and lowest 
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(54.05%) in Mylliem of East Khasi Hills district. There 
are 5492 persons in the state who have returned 
themselves as scheduled castes and they account for 
0.41 % of the total population. Of the 5 districts in the 
state, West Khasi Hills has no scheduled caste popu
lation as per the 1981 census. Among the other 
districts, the proportion of scheduled caste population 
to the total scheduled caste population of the state 
varies from mere negligible 0.85% in Jaintia Hills to a 
significantly high 70.12% in West Garo Hills. The 
proportion of scheduled caste population living in rural 
and urban areas is 53.71% and 46.29% respectively. 

Literacy rate is generally considered as one of the 
important criteria to study and analyse the socio
cultural development of an area. The percentages 
have been calculated on the total population inclusive 
of the population in age-group 0-4 as the data regard
ing children of 0-4 can not be generated at C. D. Block 
level. The overall proportion of literates to total popu
lation is 34.08% in the state. The percentages of 
literates in rural and urban areas are 27.45 and 64.12 
respectively. The literacy rate (;)f males is 37.89% as 
against 30.09% for females. It is, therefore, clear that 
the literacy rates are higher among the males as well 
as in urban areas. Among the districts, the percentage 
of literates varies considerably. The highest literacy 
rate 43.73% is recorded in East Khasi Hills district, 
followed by 31.97% in the district of West Khasi Hills. 
Jaintia Hills district has recorded the lowest literacy 
rate, i.e. ,24.52%inthe state. AmongtheC. D.Blocks, 
it is the highest in Mylliem (59.83%) and lowest in 
Songsak (17.83%). 

According to the 1981 Census, there are 613,441 
total workers representing 45.92% of the total popu
lation of Meghalaya of which 43.43% are main work
ers and 2.49% are marginal workers. The proportion 
of male main workers to total male population in the 
state is 53.11% of which 30.72% are cultivators, 
5.00% agricultural labourers, 0.39% household in
dustry workers and 17.00% other workers. The pro
portion of female main workers to total female popu
lation in the state as a whole works out to 33.29% of 
which 23.46% are cultivators, 3.63% agricuttural 
labourers, 0.34% household industry workers and 
5.86% other workers. 

Within the broad frame of regions as delineated at 
the district level with two micro regions viz. (1.5.9) 
Eastern Meghalaya and (1.5.10) Western Megha-



laya, the entire state has been further divided into 11 
sub-micro regions as per the table given below. Fur
ther details of these sub-micro regions are given in 
Part III of this volume. These regions may serve astep 
further in the planning process of the district in particu
lar ~nd the state in general, for integration in the multi
level development programme of the state. 

Within the broad framework of physio-geographic 
regional plan for different regions of the state, the 
framework of an area development plan at the district 
level should illustrate two things-one is a landtlse 
plan and the other one is of the proposed integration 

of villages around some important settlements as the 
focal pOints. This should convey the nature of serv
ices and amenities needed by the people in the focal 
point and its surrounding villages. The regionai plan
ning takes note of the two way process in which the 
national plan ought to be formulated, i.e., translating 
the national plan downwards tbrough different lad
ders of administrative hierarchy and 'simultaneous 
aggregation upwards. We have delineated the sub
micro regions within the districts keeping in view the 
C. D. Block boundaries and rivers and other natural 
boundaries with some minor adjustments. 

1.5 EASTERN HILL ZONE 

Micro Region 
with code No. 

1.5.9. Eastern Meghalaya 

1.5.1O·Western Meghalaya 

District with 
Code No. 

Jaintia Hills 01 

East Khasi Hills 02 

West Khasi Hills 03 

East Garo Hills 04 

West Garo Hills 05 
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Sub-f1)icro regions with Code 
No. (Fourth tier region) 

1.5.9.1 Eastern Shillong Plateau 
Region 

1.5.9.2 Narpuh-Saipung Forest 
Region 

1.5.9.1 North-East Khasi Hills 

1.5.9.2 Central Shillong Plateau 
Region 

1.5.9.1 West Shillong Plateau 
Region 

1.5.9.2 Kynshiang-Umngi Basin 

1.5.10.1 Krishnai Basin 

1.5.10.2 Dudhnai Basin 

1.5.10.1 North-West Garo Hills 

1.5.10.2 South-West Garo Hills 

1.5.10.3 Someswari-Dareng Basin 
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Macro Region 
with Code No. 

1. Northern 
mountains 

Meso 
Region with 
Code No. 

2 

1.5 Eastern 
Hill Zone 

Micro 
Region with 
Code No. 

3 

1.5.9 Eastern 
Meghalaya 

1.5.10 Western 
Meghalaya 

District with 
Code No. 

4 

Jaintia Hills 
01 

East Khasi 
Hills 02 

West Khasi 
Hills 03 

East Garo 
Hills 04 

West Garo 
Hills 05 

Sub-Micro Region with Code No. 
(Fourth Tier Region) 

5 

1.5.9.1 East Shillong Plateau 
Region 

1.5.9.2 Narpuh-Saipung Forest 
Region 

1.5.9.1. North-East Khasi Hills 

1.5.9.2 Central Shillong Plateau 
Region 

1.5.9.1 West Shillong Plateau 
Region 

1.5.9.2 Kynshiang-Umngi Basin 

1.5.10.1 Krishnai Basin 

1.5.10.2 Dudhnai Basin 

1.5.10.1 North-West Garo Hills 

1.5.10.2 Sou11l-West Garo Hills 

1.5.10.3 Someswari-Dareng Basin 

'Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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Constituents ·Area in km2 Population (1981 Census) 

VillageslTowns Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

345 villages- 2550.00 2542.20 7.80 143 087 130164 12923 
1 Town 

73 villages- 1269.00 1269.00 13315 13315 
No Town 

327 villages- 1892.45 1892.45 71443 71443 
No Town 

900 villages- 3303.55 3270.35 33.20 439971 259171 180800 
7 Towns 

530 villages- 3696.00 3683.80 12.20 111 574 107694 3880 
1 Town 

213 viliages- 1551.00 1551.00 50002 50002 
No Town 

409 villages- 1510.00 1505.50 4.50 83240 78950 4290 
1 Town 

268 villages- 1093.00 1093.00 53310 53310 
No Town 

705 villages- 2155.37 2155.37 145076 145076 
No Town 

714 villages- 1551.63 1533.33 18.30 162447 127190 35257 
1 Town 

564 villages- 1857.00 1848.20 8.80 62354 58171 4183 
1 Town 
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PART-III 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 
OF 

DISTRICTS 





DISTRICT JAINTIA HILLS 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

The district of Jaintia Hills lies in the extreme 
eastern part of the state of Meghalaya. The district 
comprises an area of 3,819 km2, inhabited by 156,402 
persons in 1981. It covers 17.03% and 11.71 % oft he 
total area and population of the state respectively. 
The district is bounded on the north and east by the 
state of Assam, on the west by the district of East 
Khasl Hills and shares a common international 
boundary with Bangladesh in the south. For adminis
trative purposes, the district has been divided into two 
sub-divisions/administrative units and four 
C.D.Blocks. 

From the relief point of view, the district presents 
a hilly and irregular landscape with plateau structure 
in general. The central part has got maximum altitude 
and Is a part of Shillong Plateau. The central upland 
area gradually slopes down towards the north, east 
and south. It separates the river system of the district 
and gives rise to two distinct systems. viz., one flowing 
towards north and the other towards south. 

Geologically, the district is a complex one and is 
mainly made up of Jaintia series/Disang series, 
gneiss of Sela group, Barail series and Simsang for
mation (Garo Hills) etc. The district has promising 
deposits of coal and limestone. Red loamy, red and 
yellow soils occupy the entire district except a limited 
tracnn the north-west and south-west. The district has 
a rich forest cover ranging from tropical to temperate. 
The southern part of the district is occupied by Narpuh 
and Saipung reserved forests. 

The settlement pattern of the district is very diS

persed due to its terrain condition and dense forest 
coverage. Hamletted settlements are also very com
mon in the district. The major settlements are located 
either along the road or river. Agriculture and other 
primary activities are the main economyofthe people. 
The northern part of the district has a good network of 
surface roads. Most of the important places in the 
northern part are connected with the national highway 
(NH 44) orby other motorable roads. But the southern 
part is still backward in terms of surface road or 
communication. 
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Taking the natural factors like physiography, Soli, 
geology, rainfall and temperature, forest coverage 
etc., into account the district has been delineated Into 
two sub-micro divisions; East Shillong Plateau Re
gion and Narpuh Saipung Forest Region, 

1.5.9.1 East Shlllong Plateau Region 

The region spreads over northern and south
western parts ot Ja'intla Hills district. With the total 
number of villages of 345 (as per the 1981 Census) 
andltown, the region covers an,area of 2,550 km2. The 
region has a total population of 143,087 in 1~81 of 
which 130,164 account for rural and 12,923 for urban 
areas. The region is dominated by hilly and dissected 
terrain which is mainly composed of Jaintia series/ 
Disang series and Shillong group of rocks, There is a 
good deposit of minerals like coal, limestone etc. in 
this region. The central highland part of this region 
forms a watershed zone where most of the rivers of 
the region find their sources. The important river like 
Kharkor along with its tributaries draines througn the 
region to join the Kopili river on the east. Other 
important rivers of the region are Myntang, Mysar etc. 
Hari is the important river among the south flowing 
rivers. The region is occupied by red loamy soils 
except a limited belt on the north and south. It has a 
rich vegetal cover ranging from tropical to temperate. 

Major settlements are confined either along the 
roads or rivers. Most of the settlements are small In 
size. Villages are not uniformly distributed mainly 
due to topographic conditions. The region has a 
good network of surface roads. The national highway 
(NH 44) passes through the region touching the 
important places like Jowai town, Thadlaskeln, 
Khliehriat etc. Another national highway (NH 40) also 
reaches upto Dawki. 

1.5.9.2 Narpuh·Salpung Forest Region 

Lying on the south-eastern part of Jaintia Hills 
district, the region spreads over a total area of 1,269 
km2. It extends over the part of Khliehriat C.D.Block 
only. The region is characterised by hilly and rugged 



terrain which Is mainly composed of rocks of Jaintia 
serleS/Disang series and Barai! series and Simsang 
formation (Garo Hills). It is traversed by numerous 
rivers and streams. Laterite and red and yellow soils 
cover the entire area of the region. The region is 
heavily forested throughout. Tropical vegetation oc
cupies almost the entire area of the region. The region 
has a total number of only 73 villages of Khliehriat 
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C.D.Block. The density of population of only 10 per
sons per km2 indicates that the region Is very thinly 
populated. Dispersed and hamletted settlements are 
the main characteristics of the population distribution 
of the region. The region is very backward in terms of 
surface roads' and communications. National High
way (NH 44) and other motorable roads connect only 
few places in the region. 



CENSUS Cf' INDIA MAP 1 7 

MEGHALAYA 

DISTRICT JAINTIA HILLS 
CENSUS CODE 01 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

MILES' 2 0 6 8 MILES 
.• 1 ~'Jf±i;;~:==,*j;q§F:!l i","",",~i:!I~P::!;~;=O;=I I 

KMS' 2 0 2' 8 10 12 KMS 

I
U -0::: 
I
Ul -o 

I
U -0::: 
I
Ul 

o 

"'6 I.. 

~1~:S"~; '" 'm, 

~=:!o AOUALFS- AOUEPTS 

A 

.r~ ',.;::,-:: ~: -;;P'Y ISE::! USTALF S- OCHREPTS- ORTHENT S 

... ~ '~r:-' -{' n ~ ~~t~~:g~~~f~J~ -cr' UOALFS·OCHREPTS-FLUVENTS-ORTHENTS 

01::' ==:r1=]1::5::L1==1::!5,0 Kms GEOLOGY 

PLIOC ENE 

MIOCENE 

OLIGOCENE 

EO ENE. 

UPPER CRETAC EOUS 

UPPER PROTEROZOIC 

MIDDLE PROTEROZOIC 

E3 ri~e ~~u~~~gldpi(~~;:hsJe[Q GfOUp ~~&rtR~~~I~IOOlE 

__ Faul ts/Thrusts 

s 

oS 

I· 5 . 9., 

,. s · 9 .1 

BOUNDARY, INTERNATIONAL. 

.. 

. , 
STATE 

DISTRICT 

SUB- DIVNI ADM. UNIT . 

A 

E .. ST SHILLONG PLATEAU REGION 

N"RPUH-SAIPUNG FOREST REGION 

-.-._.-

C. D. BLOCK; RESERVED FOREST. _ .-, 
VILLAGE HAVING 1000 AND ABOVE POPULATION . 

URBAN AREA 

ROADS : NATIONAL HIGHWAY . 

OTHER ROADS 

RIVER AND STREAM . 

NH " 

.. ~ 

REGIONAL DIVISION . 1 . 5 . 9 . 1 
MACRO ____ n ____________ _ ______ t t t t 

I I 
MESO ____ - - - - - - - - - - - _ _ - ______ _ -_ ........... 

MICRO __ - - - - - - - - - - __ ___ _ _ ____ _ _ _ ~ 
SUB- MICRO WITH BOUNDARY _ _ _ ______ _ ____ I 

[Read the seqUl?nce of regional divisions w ith reference to the all India map codes up 

to 3 t ier.] 





DATA ON REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

DISTRICT NAME: JAINTIA HILLS CENSUS CODE: 01 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

No. of 
villages in No. of 

Region each towns In Area in km2 in region' Population in region 
No.! region as regionl 

District Name evolved name T R U T R U 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Jalntia 1.5.9.1 345 1.town 2550.00 2542.20 7.BO 143087 130164 12923 
Hills East villages Jowai 

Shillong (73 
Plateau villages of 
Region Amlarem, 

71 
villages of 
Thadlas-
keln, 
122 
villages of 
Laskeln 
and 
79 
villages of 
Khliehriat 
C.D. 
Blocks). 

1.5.9.2 73 No Town 1269.00 1269.00 13315 13315 
Narpuh villages 
Saipung (73 
Forest villages of 
Region Khliehriat 

C.D. 
Block). 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric me8lurementl. 
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REGION-WISE VILLAGE CODES, 1981 

DISTRICT NAME: JAINTIA HILLS CENSUS CODE: 01 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

Location Total No. of Villages/ 
Code No. of Towns Area of 
Census Regional 

SI. Division villages, as Division In 
No. NO./Name C.D. Block per 1981 of C.D. Block in Division km2 • Remarks 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1. 1.5.9.1 1. Amlarem 1 to 73 73 villages 345 villages 2550.00 
East Shillong C.D. Block + 1 town 
Plateau Region 

2.Thadlas 1 to 71 71 villages + 
kaln C.D. 1 town 
Block 

3. Laksein 1 to 122 122 villages 
C.D. Block 

4. Khllehrlat 1 to 32, 35 79 villages L.C. No. 33, 
C.D. Block to 66, 74 to 34,67 to 73, 

82,86,124 83 to 85, 87 
to 128 to 1231n 

region 
1.5.9.2 

2. 1.5.9.2 Khliehriat 33,34, 67 to 73 villages 73 villages 1269.00 35 to 66, 74 
Narpuh-Saipung C.D. Block 73,83 to 85, to 82, 86, 
Forest Region 87 to 123, 124 to 128 

129 to 152 in region 
1.5.9.1 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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DISTRICT EAST KHASI HILLS 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

The district of East Khasi Hills is situated in the 
eastern part of the state of Meghalaya. It occupies a 
land surface of about 5,196 km2• The district is a part 
of Eastern Meghalaya (1.5.9). It is bounded on the 
north and north-east by the state of Assam, on the 
east by the district of Jaintia Hills and on the west by 
the district of West Khasi Hills. On the south, the 
district faces the international boundary of Bangla
desh. According to the 1981 Census, the population 
of the district is 5,11,414. Out of these, 2,62,952 are 
males and 2,48,462 are females. There are seven 
towns in the district as per the 1981 Census. It 
registers a moderately high density of population, (98 
persons per km2) The high density is mainly due to 
concentration of large number of towns in the district. 

With the elevation of 200-1500 m, the district 
presents a hilly and rugged landscape with plateau 
structure in general. The northern part of the district 
consists of the series of hills which slope down slowly 
till they reach the plains of Assam. The ranges in the 
central part of the district run parallel from east to west, 
whereas the southern hills and ranges fall abruptly 
and ultimately merge with the plain of Bangladesh. 
Shillong plateau is the most remarkable features of 
the district which lies in the central part. Shillong peak 
(1963 m), which is the highest peak of the state is 
located in this part. The Shillong pleateau forms the 
watershed of all the principal rivers of the district. The 
main rivers of the district are Umtrew, Umsiang, 
Umiam, Umkhen, Sheila, Umsohra etc. The district 
has a rich vegetal cover ranging from tropical to 
temperate. Many good forested areas have been 
cleared for the purpose of shifting cuhivation. From 
the geological point of view, the district is mainly 
underlained by Shillong group of rocks except the 
northern part which is composed of Jaintia series/ 
Disang series and Granites group of rocks. While 
other group of rocks like Khasi group, Axial group, 
Sylhet traps etc., appear in patches in the southern 
part. The district is rich in mineral deposits. The vast 
depOSits of limestone in the southern part arou nd 
Cherrapunjee area is responsible for the cement 
factory at Mawmluh. Besides limestone, coal deposits 
are located at Sheila, Cherra, Laitryngew, Pynursla, 
Balat and Mawsynram etc. Other minerals like cop-
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per, uranium and gold are also discovered in some 
parts of the district and explorations of some of them 
are in progress. 

There are four types of soils found in this region; 
alluvial soil of the northern part, laterite and red & 
loamy soils of central part and red & yellow soils of the 
southern part. 

Major settlements are concentrated in the central 
part of the district where Shillong city is situated. 
Some settlements are found in and around Cher
rapunjee town, along Bangladesh border and in the 
north-central part. The rest of the district is character
ised by sparse and hamletted settlements. Agricul
ture is the main economy of the people. Some popu
lation is depending on mining activities. Bu't consider
able number of persons are engaged in secondary 
and tertiary sectors in town area where many govern
ment offices, private/commercial establishments, 
factories, industries etc., are located. 

The transport and communication network are 
not so good in the northern part of the distrlct. How
ever, the central and southern parts have good sur
face roads and transport facilities. The district is not 
connected by railway. Shillong, the capital of the state 
is connected by air. The national highways NH 44 and 
NH 40 pass through the district connecting important 
places including Shillong arid Cherrapunjee towns. 
Other motorable roads connect most of the important 
villages. But further development of roads is needed 
to connect more places with the capital city. 

. On the basis of natural conditions like topogra
phy, drainage, soil, geology, forest coverage, rainfall, 
temperature etc., the district has been divided into two 
sub-micro regions: North-East Khasi Hills and Cen
tral Shillong Plateau Region. 

1.5.9.1 North·East Khasl Hills: 

The region extends overthe northern part of East 
Khasi Hills district. Nongpoh C.D. Block and part of 
Shoi Area C.D.Block constitute this region. Covering 
a total area of 1892.45 km2, the region is inhabited by 



a population of 71,443 (as per the 1881 Census). 
Since there is no town in this region, it can be called 
as entirely rural area. The region is characterised by 
rugged and irregular landscape. It consists of series of 
hills which gradually slope down to join the plain of 
Assam. The region is drained by so many important 
rivers, viz., Umtrew, Umran, Umsning, Umiam, etc. 
Geologically, the region is mainly composed of 
gneissic granite and Shillong group of rocks. Alluvial 
(recent) and laterite soils occupy the entire area of 
the region. 

The low density of population (38 persons per 
km2) indicates that the region is thinly populated. It is 
obviously due to irregular and dissected terrian con
dition. Scattered and hamletted settlements are the 
main characteristics of the population distribution of 
this region. The region is very backward in terms of 
surface roads and transport network. It is not con
nected by railway. However, those places which are 
nearer to Guwahati are easily approachable from 
Guwahati railway station. The national highway NH 
44 and other motorable roads connect some impor
tant places of this region. 

1.5.9.2 Central Shlllong Plateau Region 

Lying in the central and southern part of the 
district the region spreads over an area of 3305.55 
km2. Altogether 900 villages and 7 towns constitute 
this region. The region has a total population of 
4,39,971 as perthe 1981 Census of which 2,59,171 
live in rural and 1,80,800 in urban areas. 
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The region is dominated by hills, hillocks and 
rugged landscape with an altitude of 200-1500 m. The 
Shillong plateau which lies in the northern part of the 
region is a notable feature of this region. It offers as a 
source of almost all principal rivers of not only this 
region but the North East Khasi Hills Region (1.5.9.1) 
as well. The southern hilly belt abruptly slopes down 
to join the Surma plain of Bangladesh. The region is 
traversed by so many rivers, viz., Umiam,Umkhen, 
Sheila, Umsohra etc., and most of them flow towards 
Bangladesh. 

From the geological point of view, the region is 
mainly underlained by Shillong group of rocks. Other 
group of rocks have appeared in patches in the 
eastern and southern belt of the region. The southern 
part of the region is very .rich in mineral 
deposits.Limestone, coal, copper etc. are among the 
important minerals. The region is occupied by three 
types of soils, the northern part by laterite soils, central 
part by red loamy soils and the southern part by red 
and yellow soils. 

The moderately high density of population, Le., 
133 persons per km2, of the region is mainly due to its 
having quite a numberof urban units. The settlements 
are mainly concentrated in and around Shillong city 
and Cherrapunjee town and along the Bangladesh 
border. The rest of the district is characterised by 
sparse and hamletted settlements. The region has 
better transport network and surface roads in com
parison with other regions. 
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DATA ON REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

DISTRICT NAME: EAST KHASI HILLS CENSUS CODE: 02 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

No. of 
villages in No. of 

Region each towns in 
No.1 region as region/ 

Area in km2 in region· Population in region 

District Name evolved name T R u T R u 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

East 1.5.9.1 327 No town 1892.45 1892.45 71 443 71 443 
Khasi North villages 
Hills East (186 

Khasi villages of 
Hills Nongpoh 

& 141 
villages of 
Bhoi Area 
C.D.Blocks) 

-do- 1.5.9.2 900 7 Towns 3303.55 3270.35 33.20 439971 259171 180800 
Central villages 1. Shillong M 
Shillong (115 2. Shillong C, 
Plateau villages of 3. Mawlai 
Region Bhoi Area, 4. Pynthor 

64 villages Umkhrah 
of Mylliem, 5. Nongthy-
64 villages mmai. 
of Mawry- 6. Madanrting 
ngkneng, 7. Cherra-
70 villages punjee. 
of Mawky-
nrew, 113 
villages of 
Mawphlang, 
164 
villages of 
Mawsynram, 
182 
villages of 
Shella-
Bholaganj, 
and 128 
villages of 
Pynursla 
C.D. 
Blocks) . 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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REGION-WISE VILLAGE CODES, 1981 

DISTRICT NAME: EAST KHASI HILLS CENSUS CODE: 02 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

Location Total No. of Villages/ 
Code No. of Towns Area of 

Census Regional 

SI. Division villages, as Division in 

No. No./Name C.D. Block per 1981 of C.D. Block in Division km2 * Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1. 1.5.9.1 Nongpoh C.D. 1 to 186 186 villages 327 villages 1892.45 

North-East Block Bhoi 
Khasi Hills Area C.D. 1 to 58, L.C. NO.59 to 

Block 64 to 82, 141 villages 63 & 83 to 

193 to 256 192 in region 
1.5.9.2 

2. 1.5.9.2 Bhoi Area C.D. 59 to 63, 115 villages 900 3303.55 

Central Block 83 to 192 villages+ 

Shillong Mylliem C.D. 1 to 64 64 villages 7 towns L.C. No.1 to 

Plateau Block +6 towns 58,64 to 82, 

Region Mawryngkneng 193 to 256 in 

C.D.Block 1 to 64 64 villages region 

Mawkynrew 1.5.9.1 

C.D.Block 1 to 70 70 villages 

Mawphlang 
C.D. Block 1 to 113 113 villages 

Mawsynram C. 
D. Block 1 to 164 164 villages 

Sheela-Bhola-
ganj C.D. Block 1 to 182 182 villages 

Pynursla C.D. +1 town 

Block 
1 to 128 128 villages 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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DISTRICT WEST KHASI HILLS 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

The district of West Khasi Hills lies in the middle 
of the state of Meghalaya. It has a total area of 5,247 
km2• The district is bounded on the north by the state 
of Assam, on the east by East Khasi Hills district and 
on the west by West Garo Hills and East Garo Hills 
districts. Its southern fringes border Bangladesh. The 
district has a total population of 1,61,576 of which 
82,986 are males and 78,670 are females according 
to the 1981 Census. The district has only one urban 
uni\ ·I.e. Nongstoin Town \population '3880) which was 
declared town for the first time in the 1981 Census. 
The density of population of 31 persons per km2 
shows that the district is thinly populated. 

From physiographic point of .. tiew, the district is 
characterised by rugged and irregular landscape with 
plateau structure in general. Geologically, the district 
is mainly constituted by gneiss with old inliers of Sela 
group of rocks. Other group of rocks like granites, 
Jaintia series/ Disang series, Shillong group, Khasi 
group/ Axial group and Surma series, etc., appears as 
outcrop in some areas. The central part of the district 
is a highland area from where numerous rivers, 
streams etc., have originated. The important rivers of 
the district viz., Riangdo, Kynshi, Umwaiser and 
Umkhri etc. and their tributaries form a radial drainage 
pattern. The river system of the district is separated by 
the central upland area and there by bringing out two 
distinct systems; rivers which flow northwards and 
those which flow southwards. The district has three 
types of forests. The northern part is occupied by 
tropical moist deciduous forests, the central highland 
part by sub-tropical pine forests and the southern part 
by tropical wet evergreen forests. These three types 
of forests found in different parts of the district are 
mainly due to intensity of rainfall and temperature that 
considerably vary from one part to another in the 
distriCt. 

Most of the areas of the district are occupied by 
laterite soil which is very poor for cultivation. However, 
the northern and southern parts are covered by allu
vial and red and yellow soils respectively. The distri
bution of settlements in the district is not uniform. 
More concentration of settlements is found along the 
Bangladesh border. Hamletted settlements are also 
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found here and there in the district. People of thl!i 
district depends mainly on agriculture and other pri
mary activities for their livelihood. A small number of 
population are engaged in secondary or tertiary sec
tors. 

The district is very backward in terms Of surface 
roads and transport network. The district is not con
nected by railway. The national highway also has not 
yet reacheo the o·lstr·lct. Only tew 'Important places 
including the district headquarters Nongstoin are 
connected by motorable roads. 

Taking physiography, soil, geology, forest cover
age and type, distribution of rainfall and temperature, 
etc., into account, the district has been divided into 
two sub-micro divisions - (1) West Shillong Plateau 
Region, (2) Kynshing-Umngi Basin. 

1.5.9.1 West Shlllong Plateau Region 

Covering an area of 3696 km2 the region extends 
over the southern part of the district. W~h the total 
number of villages of 53C (193 villages in 
Mawshynrut, 124 villages in Mairang, 213 villages in 
Nongstoin C.D.Blocks) and town, the region is inhab
ited by a population of 1,11,574 in 1981 of which 
1,07,694 reside in rural and 3880 in urban areas. 
There is only one urban unit i.e. Nongstointown inthis 
region. The region is dominated by hilly and rugged 
terrain with plateau type landscape in general. Geol
ogically, this region is mainly underlained by gneissic 
rock while other groups of rocks appear in patches. 
The rivers of this region form two systems -(1) North 
flowing rivers (2) South flowing rivers. The region is 
drained by the rivers Riangdo, Rengchi, Rongchi, 
Umkhrai and Umwaiser etc. It is mainly occupied by 
laterite soils except a narrow belt in the north which is 
formed of recent alluvial soils. The laterite group 
which is generally, known as poor soils, permits 
limited agricultural activities. Both tropical and tem
perate forests are found in this region. Settlement 
pattern is very dispersed and hamletted. Surface 
roads and transport network are very backward in this 
region. Railway has not yet reached this region. Even 
the national Highway also does not pass through ~. 



Only motorable roads connect few important places 
including Nongstoin town 

1.5.9.2. Kynshlang-Umngl Basin 

The region spreads over the Mawkyrwat 
r,.D.Blockand parts of Nongstoin C.D.Block. Lying on 
the southern part of the district, the region covers an 
area of 1551 km2. Topographically, the region is hilly 
and irregular in nature, drained by the main rivers 
Kynshiang and Umngi and their tributaries. As the 
general slope of the region is towards the south, 
almost all rivers, streams etc., find their way to south. 
From geological point of view, the region is composed 
of granites, gneiss and Jaintia Series/ Disang Series 
of rocks. While other group of rock are also found in 
patches as outcrops. Red and yellow soils occupy 
almost the entire region except a limited tract in the 
north. The region has de nse forests mostly of tropical 

80 

wet evergreen as it receives heavy rainfall during 
summer season. Temperate forests are also found in 
the higher parts of the northern part of the region. 

The region has a total number of 213 villages of 
which 183 are from Mawkyrwat and 30 from Nong
stoin C.D.Blocks. With a total population of 50,002 the 
region has a low density of population Le. 32 persons 
per krn2. The absence of any town area indicates that 
the region is purely rural in character. Major settle
ments are confined to the area along the Bangladesh 
border. The settlements are very small in population 
size and they are scattered and hamletted types. 

With regard to transport and surface road net
work, the region is still backward. Neither railway nor 
national highway passes through this region. Only few 
places are connected by motorable district and border 
roads. 
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DATA ON REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

DISTRICT NAME: WEST KHASI HILLS CENSUS CODE: 03 

District 

1 

West 
Khasi 
Hills 

No. of 
villages in 

Region each 
No.1 region as 
NamE; evolved 

2 3 

1.5.9.1 530 
West villages 
Shillong (193 
Plateau villages of 
Region Mawshynrut, 

124 
villages of 
Mairang, 
and 213 
villages of 
Nongstoin 
C.D.Blocks) 

1.5.9.2. 213 
Kynshi
ang
Umngi 
Basin 

villages 
(183 
villages of 
Mawkyrwat, 
and 30 
villages of 
Nongstoin 
C.D.Blocks) . 

No. of 
towns in 
regionl 

Area in km2 in region" 

name T R U 

4 5 6 7 

1. Town 3696.00 3683.80 12.20 
Nongstoin 

1551.00 1551.00 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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STATE: MEGHALAYA 

Population in region 

T R U 

8 9 10 

111 574 107 694 3 880 

50002 50002 



REGION-WISE VILLAGE CODES, 1981 

DISTRICT NAME: WEST KHASI HILLS CENSUS CODE: 03 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

Location Total No. of Villages/ 
Code No. of Towns Area of 
Census Regional 

SI. Division villages, as Division in 
No. No.lName C.D. Block per 1981' of C.D. Block in Division km2 * Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1. 1.5.9.1 Mawshynrut 193 villages 530 villages 3696.00 
West C.D. Block 1 to 193 + 1 town 
Shillong 
Plateau 
Region 

Mairang 124 villages 
C.D. Block 1 to 124 

Nongstoin 213 villages Code Nos. 
C.D. Block 1 to 213 + 1 town 214 to 243 

in 1.5.9.2 

2. 1.5.9.2 Mawkyrawat 183 villages 213 villages 1551.00 
Kynshiang- C.D. Block No town 
Umngi 
Basin Nongstoin 30 villages Code No.1 

C.D. Block 214 to 243 t0213in 
1.5.9.1 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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DISTRICT EAST GARO HILLS 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

The district of east Garo Hills is situated in the 
western part of the State of Meghalaya. It is bounded 
on the north by the State of Assam, on the east by 
West Khasi Hills and on the west and south by West 
Garo Hills district. With a total area of 2,603 km2, the 
district is inhabited by 1,36,550 persons of which 
70,365 are males and 66,185 females according to 
the 1981 Census. With 96.86% of rural population the 
district exhibits a purely rural character. 

The district is characterised by dissected and 
rugged hilly terrain which is mainly composed of 
gneissic rock. The general topography of this district 
is sloping towards the north and hence most of the 
rivers flow towards the north. The main rivers viz., 
Krishnai and Dudhnai along with ttleir tributaries 
drain thoir water through the district to meet the 
river Brahmaputra in the north. The district is mostly 
covered by dense tropical mixed vegetation with a 
small patch of temperate vegetations on the higher 
parts. 

The district has dispersed and hamletted settle
ments. Most of the settlements are small in population 
size. Agriculture is the main occupation of the people. 
The district does not have good transport or commu
nication network. The national highway (NH 50) 
passes through the western part of the region to reach 
Tura town of West Garo Hills district. Other motorable 
roads connect some important places viz; Bajeng
doba, Resubelpara, Mendipathar, Cheran, Megagiri 
and Williamnagar town. 

On the basis of topography, relief, drainage, 
soil, geology, vegetation climate etc., the district 
has been delineated into two sub-micro regions-
1. Krishnai Basin 2. Dudhnai Basin 

1.5.10.1 Krlshnal Basin 

The region spreads over the western part of the 
East Garo Hills district occupying a total area of 1510 
km2. It consists of 409 villages (119 villages in Sa
manda, 88 villages in Songsak and 202 villages in 
Resubelpara(E) C.D.Blocks and 1 (one) town i.e. 
Williamnagar. The region is inhabited by 83,240 per-
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sons in 1981 of which 78,950 reside in the rural and 
4290 in the urban areas. The density of population 
which is only 55 persons per km2 indicates that the 
region is thinly populated. The region is characterised 
by hilly and dissected topography which is mainly 
composed of gneissic (old inliers Sela group) rocks 
with a general slope towards north. The southern part 
has a rich deposit of coal. Among other minerals, 
pyrite is located in the north western part and iron in 
the southern parts of the region. The region is drained 
by the rivers Krishnai, Simsang etc. andtheirtributar
ies. Udalfs-Ochrepts type of soils are found in most of 
the areas except a narrow belt in the western part. 
Transport network is not so much developed in this 
region. It is not connected by railway. The National 
Highway (NH 50) passes through the eastern part, 
while only few important places are connected by 
district motorable roads. 

1.5.10.2 Dudhnal Basin 

The region extends over Dambo-Rongjeng 
C.D.Block and parts of Resubelpara (E), Songsak 
and Samanda C.D.Blocks. Lying on the eastern part 
otthe district of East Garo Hills, the region has a total 
area of 1093 km2. 

The region is hilly, rugged and mainly made up of 
gneiSSiC rock. The northern part of the region is 
formed by deposition of alluvial sediments carried by 
rivers, streams, etc. Since the general slope of this 
region is towards north, the rivers, streams etc., 
drained their waters towards north. The region is 
traversed by important rivers, Dudhnai, IIdek etc. and 
theirtributaries. Alluvial soils occupy the northem part 
while the central and southern part of the region are 
covered by laterite group of soils. 

It contains only 268 numbers of villages with a 
population of 53,310 according to the 1981 Census. 
The region does not have any urban unit. The density 
of population which is only 49 persons per km2 indi
cates that the region is thinly populated. Transport 
network is very poor here. No railway and national 
highway cross through this region. Only few places 
are connected by district motorable roads. 
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DATA ON REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

DISTRICT NAME: EAST GARO HILLS CENSUS CODE: 04 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

No. of 
villages in No. of 

Region each towns in Area in km2 in region· Population in region 
No.1 region as regionl 

District Name evolved name T R U T R U 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

East Garo 1.5.10.1 409 1510.00 1505.50 4.50 83240 78950 4290 
Hills Krishnai villages Town 

Basin (119 william 
villages of Nagar 
Samanda, (N.TA) 
88 
villages of 
Songsak 
and 202 
villages of 
Resubel-
para (E) 
C.D.Blocks) 

1.5.10.2 268 No Town 1093.00 1093.00 53310 53310 
Dudhnai villages (4 
Basin villages of 

Samanda, 
20 villages 
of Resubel-
para (E) 
and 222 
villages of 
Dambo-
Rongjeng 
C.D.Blocks) . 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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REGION-WISE VILLAGE CODES, 1981 

DISTRICT'NAME: EAST GARO HILLS CENSUS CODE: 04 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

Location Total No. of Villages! 
Code No. of Towns Area of 
Census Regional 

SI. Division villages, as Division in 
No. No.lName . C.D. Block per 1981 of C.D. Block in Division km2 * Remarks 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1. 1.5.10.1 Samanda 1 to 50, 119 villages 409 villages 1510.00 L.C. No. 51 
Krishnai Basin C.D. Block 55 to 123 + 1 town +1 town to 54 in 

1.5.10.2 
Songsak 1 to 62, 68 88 villages 63 to 67, 90 
C.D. Block to 89, 94, to 93 & 96 in 

95,97 & 98 1.5.10.2 

Resubel- 1 to 178, 202 villages 179 to 185, 
para (East) 186,200to 187 to 189 
C.D. Block 222 in 1.5.10.2 

2. 1.5.10.2 Samanda 51 to 54 4 villages 268 villages 1093.00 1 to 50 & 55 
Dudhnai Basin C.D. Block to 123 in 

1.5.10.1 

Songsak 63 to 67, 90 22 villages 1 to 62, 68 
C.D. Block to 93, 96 to 89, 94, 

and 99 to 95,97 & 98 
110 in 1.5.10.1 

Resubel- 179to185, 20 villages 1 to 178, 
para (East) 187 to 199 186,200to 
C.D.Block 222 in 

1.5.10.1 

Dambo- 1 to 222 222 villages 
Rongjeng 
C.D. Block 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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DISTRICT WEST GARO HILLS 

REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

The district of West Garo Hills is located in the 
western part of the state of Meghalaya. It has a total 
area of 5,564.00 km2 which accounts for 24.81% of 
the total area of the state. The district faces the state 
of Assam on the north and north-west and on the 
south and south-west it shares a common interna
tional boundary with Bangladesh. The district is 
bounded on the east and south-east by East Garo 
Hills and West Khasi Hills districts respectively .It is in
habited by 369,877 persons (1981 Census) of which, 
188,435 are males and 181,442 are females. For ad
ministrative purpose the district has been divided into 
three administrative units/sub-divisions and 10 
C.D.Blocks. 

With an altitude of 100-1000 m the district exhibits 
a hilly and rugged landscape. Tura and Arbela ranges 
are lying more or less parallel in the central-eastern 
part of the district. This central highland part offers the 
source. of all principal rivers of the district and it 
continues towards East Garo Hills district. Geologi
cally, the district is mainly underlained by gneiss, 
Jalntia series/ Disang series, Barail series/ Simsang 

. formation, Surma series and Bag hmara formation etc. 
groups of rocks. Narrow belt in the north is composed 
of alluvium (recent) while Tipam series! Chengpara 
formation and Dihing series/ Duptila series of rocks 
occupy the south-western part. Coal, limestone and 
phosphorite are the important minerals of the district. 
Oil and gas is also located near Baghmara area. The 
district is covered by three types of soils - Northern 
part is occupied by recent alluvial soils, Middle or 
central part by laterite soils and Southern part by red 
and yellow soils. 

The district has rich forest cover with predomi
nance of sal, bamboos and other miscellaneous trees 
of tropical mixed type. But many good jungles and 
forested areas have been cleared for human habita
tion and jhum cultivation. 

Most of the settlements are confined along the 
Assam and Bangladesh borders. The rest of the 
district is characterised by small dispersed and ham
letted settlements mainly due to its rugged terrain and 
dense jungles which are not commonly sui~able for 
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human habitation. The economy of the district is 
predominantly agricultural. 

Transport and commu nication network Is not very 
much, developed, The border roads connect only 
those places which are situated near Assam and 
Bangladesh borders. National Highway (NHSO) 
passes through the district touching only few places 
viz., Rangram, Tura town, Adugiri, Kherapara, Dalu 
etc, Most ofthe interior villages are still nottouched by 
any motorable roads. 

Taking all natural factors like physiography, soil, 
geology; forest coverage type, rainfall, temperature 
etc. into account the district has been divided into 
three sub-micro divisions -1. North·West Garo Hills, 
2. South-West Garo Hills 3. Someswari-Dareng Basin 

1.5.10.1 North-West Garo Hills: 

The region is situated in the north-western part of 
West Gardo Hills district and extends over Re
subelpara (W), Dadenggiri and Selsella C.D.Blocks 
and some parts of Rongram C. D.Block. With the total 
number of villages of 705 the region spreads over an 
area of 2155.37 km2• According to the 1981 Census 
the region has a total population of 1,45,076. The 
region presents a dissected and rugged hilly topogra
phy mainly composed of gneissic rock with old inliers. 
The northern belt of this region is composed of recent 
alluvium. The altitude goes on increasing towards the 
south-east. Most of the rivers of the region find th.elr 
source in the southern highland area. The important 
rivers which traverse through the region are Rlnggi, 
Didak and Ganol etc. The region is mainly occupied'by 
alluvial soils except a narrow belt in the south which Is 
covered by laterite soils, The region has rich forest 
coverage with predominance of sal and bamboos. 
Most of the forests in the western part have been 
cleared for human settlements and cultivation. Major 
settlements are confined to the plain area along the 
Assam border. Sparse and hamletted type of settle
ments are found in the remaining part of the region. 
The transport and communication network is not well 
developed in the region. The places situated along the 
borderof Assam are connected by border roads. Most 



of the important places of the western part of the 
region are connected by motorable roads. The na
tional highway (NH 50) passes through the eastern 
part of the region touching few important places like 
Asanangiri and Rongram to reach Tura town. Other 
interior villages sHIi do not have any motorable road or 
transport facility. 

1.5.10.2. South-West Garo Hills 

Lying on the south-western part of the district of 
West Garo Hills, the region covers a total area of 
1551.63 Km2. Betasing, Zikzak, Dalu C.D.Blocks and 
some part of Rongram C.D.Block constitute this re
gion. The region has a total number of villages of 714 
and one town (Le.Tura town) inhabited by a popula
tion of 162,447 according to the 1981 Census. The 
northern part of the region is characterised by hilly and 
dissected landscape. The Tura range is located in the 
north-eastern part of the region, which forms the 
watershed of almost all rivers of the region, while the 
southern part of the region is a more or less plain area 
which ultimately merges with the plain of Bangladesh. 
From the geological point of view, the region is formed 
of so many types of rocks, viz., gneiss, Jaintia series! 
Disang series, Surma series and Baghmara forma

tion, Barail Series/ Simsang formation and Dihing 
series/ Duptila series. Laterite and red & yellow soils 
occupy the entire area of the region. The region does 
not have rich vegetal cover as the forested areas have 
been cleared for human habitation and agricultural 
purposes. Major settlements are found in the western 
and southern pan along the Bangladesh border. The 
national highway (NHSO) passes through the region 
connecting the important places like Tura town, 
Adugirt, Kherapara etc. and has reached upto Dalu in 
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the south. Other few important places in the western 
part are also connected by motorable roads. Border 
road passes along the international boundary to serve 
those places along the Bangladesh border. 

1.5.10.3 Someswarl-Dareng Basin 

The region spreads over the south-eastern part of 
West Garo Hills district. It consists of 564 villages and 
1 town (Baghmara) having an area of 1857.00 km2. 

The region has a total population of 62,354 in 1981 of 
which 58,171 are in rural and 4183 in urban areas. 
Surface configuration of the region is very rugged and 
dissected in nature. The northern part of the region 
has a series of hills whereas the southern part is more 
or less plain area with the general slope towards 
south. The region is drained by the important rivers 
Someswari (Simsang) and Dareng with their tributar
ies. The northern part forms the watershed of almost 
all rivers. The region is composed of mainly the rocks 
of Jaintia series! Disang Series, Barail series and 
Simsang formation and Surma series and Baghmara 
formation. The entire area of the region is occupied by 
red and yellow soils except a narrow belt in the north 
which is formed of laterite soils. The region is char
acterised by dense mixed tropical vegetation. Scat
tered and hamletted settlements are the main charac
teristics of the population pattern. The presence of 
only one town indicates the predominance of rural 
characteristics of the region. The absence of villages 
having more than 1000 population bring out the fact 
that most of the settlements are of small population 
size. The region does not have good network of 
surface roads and communication. Only few places 
are connected by border roads and other motorable 
roads. 
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DATA ON REGIONAL DIVISIONS 

DISTRICT NAME: WEST GARO HILLS CENSUS CODE: 05 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

No. of 
villages in No. of 

Region each towns in Area in km2 in region" Population in region 
No.! region as region/ 

District Name evolved name T R U T R U 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

West 1.5.10.1 705 2155.37 2155.37 145076 145076 
Garo Hills North- villages 

West (108 of 
Garo Hills Re-

subelpara 
(West) 
189 of 
Dedenggiri, 
283 of 
Selsella 
and 125 
of Ron-
gram 
C.D. 
Blocks). 

1.5.10.2 714 1 Town 1551.63 1533.33 18.30 162447 127190 35257 
South- villages Tura 
West (196 of (T.C) 
Garo Hills Betasing, 

164 of 
Zikzak, 
111 of 
Rongram 
and 243 of 
Dalu 
C.D.Blocks) 

1.5.10.3 564 1 town 1857.00 1848.20 8.80 62354 58171 4183 
Somes- Villages Baghmara 
wari- (362 of (T.C) 
Dareng Chokpot, 
Basin 111 of 

Dambuk 
Aga 91 of 
Rongara 
C.D.BbOO) . 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 

105 



REGION·WISE VILLAGE CODES, 1981 

DISTRICT NAME: WEST GARO HILLS CENSUS CODE: 05 STATE: MEGHALAYA 

Location Total No. of Villagesl 
Code No. of Towns Area of 
Census Regional 

SI. Division villages, as Division in 
No. No.lName C.D. Block per 1981 of C.D. Block in Division km2 • Remarks 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1. 1.5.10.1 Resubelpara 1 to 108 108 villages 705 villages 2155.37 
North·West (West) 
Garo Hills C.D. Block 

Dadenggiri 1 to 189 189 villages 
C.D. Block 

Selselia 1 to 283 283 villages 
C.O. Block 

Rongram 1 to 103 115 125 villages L.C. No. 104 
C.D. Block to 135 & 236 to 114 136 

to 235 in 
1.5.10.2. 

2. 1.5.10.2 Betasing 1 to 196 196 villages 714 villages 1551.63 
South;West C.D. Block +1 town 
Garo Hills 

Zikzak 1 to 164 164 villages 
C.D. Block 

Rongram 104 to 114 111 villages L.C. No.1 to 
C.D. Block 136 to 235 +1 town 103, 115 to 

135 & 236 in 
1.5.10.1 

Dalu 1 to 243 243 villages 
C.D. Block 

Chokpot 1 to 362 362 villages 564 villages 1857.00 
3. 1.5.10.3 C.D. Block +110wn 

Someswari 
Dareng Basin Dambuk 1 to 111 111 villages 

Aga +1lown 
C.O. Block 

Rongara 1 to 91 91 villages 
C.D. Block 

• Area figures of the sub-micro regions are approximate and based on planimetric measurements. 
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