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FOREWORD 

The Indian handicr?fts are known the world over for their rich variety, grace, elegance 
and skilled craftmanship. Nevertheless, a number of handicrafts because of their stiff 
competition with factory made products, non-availability of raw materials, exhorbitant 
increase in the manufacturing cost, lack of proper marketing facilities for finished 
products or due to a variety of other reasons have either become extinct or have reached 
the moribund stage. After independence, however, a number of schemes were introduced 
by different government agencies for their growth and development but still this sudden 
impetl:,ls hav~ helped only a few crafts to flourish and thereby become spinners of foreign 
exchange for the Country. 

Despite the unique position being enjoyed by the handicrafts especially in the realm 
of national economy, the general awarences among the people in the country about 
our crafts and craftsmen had been deplorably poor. Nothing was practically known about 
the commodities produced, techniques employed for the manufacture of different objects, 
raw materials used, their availability, methods adopted for the sale of finished product etc. 
An attempt was there are made in connection with the 1961 Census to study about 
150 crafts from different parts of the country with a view to provide basic information on 
those crafts. which were selected for the study. 

, 
At the 1971 Census, the study on handicrafts was not taken up but this was again 

revived in connection with the 1981 Census. There has been, however, some difference 
. between the studies taken up in connection with the Censuses of 1961 .and 1981. While the 
1961 studies have covered both rural and urban crafts, the 1981 studies have focussed 
their attention only on traditional rural based crafts. That apart, the 1981 studies besides 
I touching upon those aspects which were covered under the 1961 series, have laid emphasis 
on matters that are vital for the revival of rural crafts and thereby for the rejuentation of 
the economy of the region particularly the villages. This is in consonance with the policy 
of the government to give due importance to the rural sector with focus on employment 
intensive stratogy of development in which next to agriculture, the small scale industries 
and handicrafts play a significant role. 

The formats required for undertaking the study were formulated by Dr. K.P. Ittaman 
under the able guidance of Dr. N.G. Nag, the then Deputy Registrar General, Social Studies 
Division. Dr. Ittaman who succeeded Dr. Nag as Deputy Registrar General, Social Studies 
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Division co-ordinated the ~tudy undertaken in different states/union territories by thE 
Directorates of Census Operations. The reports received from the Directorated were examinee 
by Shri. M.K. Jain, Senior Research Officer with the help of Smt. Suman Prashar, Assistan' 
Director of Census Operations and Shyam Singh Junior Investigator. I am grateful to al 
of them for organising the study. 

The present report is the outcome of a study undertaken on Handloom and Weavin, 
by the Directorate of Census Operations, Meghalaya, Shillong. I have immense pleasurE 
in acknowledging the services rendered by Shri D.P. Khobragade, Deputy Director anc 
his colleagues in the Census Directorate for bringing out this publication. 

New Delhi, 
1 st June, 1988 

\VI, 

V. S. VERMA 
REGISTRAR GENERAL, INDIA 



PREFACE 

Rural craft on hand loom weaving has been undertaken as one of the anCillary studies 
of 1981 census. Though this handicraft is practised in different parts of the state, the main 
area of concentration is in the Gargo Hills district. Hence for the purpose of the study 
3 villages from Garo Hills district have been selected where handloom weaving is 
still predominating the economy of the artisan. The primary aim of the study was "to obtain 
a picture as much of the artisan himself as of his craft, to obtain a perspective of the 
artisan and his craft in his social and economic setting, the extent to which tradition 
bound his and the winds of charge ruffled him, the extent of his mobility and immobility, 
the conditions of market, credit, new contacts and designs in which he operated." 

The three villages selected for the study are (1) Madhupara in West Garo Hills district 
about 56 Km. from Tura, the district headquarters (2) Dapgiri in West Garo Hills district 
about 53 Km. from Tura and (3) Dlima in East Garo Hills district about 69 Km. from 
Williamnagar, the district headquarters. The study has been conducted on sample basis 
that is, 20 practising households and 5 non-practising household from each village have 
been surveyed. The report is based on the results derived from the schedules canvassed 
in the villages and also on the results of the discussion with the craftsmen and 
with Government and non-government officials . 

. The field survey for the three villages was conducted by S/Shr; B. Marbaniang, 
Statistical Assistant, F. Kharkongor Statistical Assistant and S. Biswas computor. The 
compilation of tables was done by the staff of this directorate under the supervision of 
Shri B. Marbaniang, Statistical Assistant. The first draft of the report was also done by him. 
The maps and diagrams were prepared by the map section of this Directorate. The 
photographs presented in the report were taken by Shri M. Momin computor of this Directorate. 
lowe my thanks to all of them. I am particularly thankful to Shri K.S. Lyngdoh, Assistant 
Director of Census Operations, Meghalaya who took great pains in supervising the works 
and editing the draft report in the light of the comments and suggestions of the Social Studies 
Division of the Registrar General's office. I am thankful to Dr. K.P. Ittaman, Dy. Registrar 
General, India and Shri M.K. Jain, Senior Research officer, Social Studies Division who 
offered us their valuable suggestions and comments in improving the quality of the report. 

We owe our deepest gratitude to Shri V.S. Verma, Registrar General, India under 
whose able guidance and wise leadership this report could be completed on time. 
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I would also like the thank the residents and more especially the craftsmen of 
Madhupara, Oapgiri and DUma and the officials of different departments and institutions 
for their co-operation and help we received during the survey. 

Shillong 
September 19, 1988 
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D. P. Khobragade 
Deputy Directbr of Census Operations, 

Meghalaya 
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CHAPTER-. 

HISTORY OF ORGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE CRAFT 

HandlOom weaving Is an Important Industry 
in the state, In olden days weaving was the art of the 
women and a woman who did not know weaving was 
denied of matrimony. Cultivation was their main occu
pation and weaving was their subsidiary occupation 
among the women folk. A woman should weave her 
own clothes and aso thai of her chlk:lren and the htJSbarxj. 
The advance of cMllsatlon and the flow of min made 
clothes in the market at a cheaper rate slowly affected 
the products of this Industry in the sense that the people 
prefer mill made clothes than the Originally handmade 
clothes. Besides, the handloom products cannot stand 
in competition with the mill made clothes becauses 
of the low cost of the products of different varieties 
and designs. As a result the handloom and weaving in
dustry is slowly dying and the women take no more 
Interest in weaVing. Most of them have shifted their oc
cupation to cultivation and take to weaving as their sub
sidiary occupation. 

It is difficult to assess the period of origin of 

this art as no information is available from any source. 
Many of the craftsmen under study are not traditional 
weavers and there is no myth or legend or religion as
sociated with the craft. Among the tribes of the state, 
the Hajong make It compulsory for every women to 
know the art of weaving which is a qualification for 
the woman at the time of marriage. It has become her 
pride till today t~t she can weave her own clothes and 
also that of her children and members of the family. 

More than 80% of the population in the state Is 

composed of Schedued tribes consisting mainly of Khasis, 

Jaintia and Garos. In addition to these, there are also 

small tribes like Biate, Mikir (Karbi) Lalung, Hajongs, 

Dalus, Rabhas and Kacharis. The Hajongs aOO the Garos 

are the only main tribes who practise handloom weaving 

at present. There are also other minority communi

ties, viz., Namasudra, Kayastha, Kaibarta and MuslifTI 

who practise this industry. 

Different handicraft Items produced : 

The different handicraft Items produced In dlf
farert aaft centres in the State are the Dukrnanda (Garo 
Lungij. Pathln (HaJong Lungl). Jalnsem (Khasl women 
dress), Lushalloom doth and other tiems Ake bed sheets, 
tONeis. debra, bedcovers, Mosquito nets, shirting, shava, 
bags, 0aksarI, Thoh saru (Jaintia women dress). Gumcha 
etc. Items produced by the private weavers and are 
mainly meant for local consumption and some Items are 
disposed or privately. The different Items produced by 
different craft centres are disposed of through State 
sales depots, North Eastern Handloom-handlcraft 
corporation and Meghalaya co-operatlve Federation 
Development. 

The approximate proportion of dilferert finished 
products disposed d through different channels, margin 
of profit earned by different agencies engaged In the 
procurement and sale of finished products and the dlf
ferert proportion d dlferert finished products sdd within 
the outside the State are not available as record of the 
same have not been maintained by the craft centres 
concerned. The attitude and opinion of craftsmen In 
regard to activities of different channels are summed up 
In the concluding chapter of this report. 

There are two newly created agencies associ
ated with handloom weaving which have been formed 
recently viz .• Meghalaya Handloom Handicraft Devel
opment Corporation Ud., and Meghalaya Apex Hand
loom weavers and Handicrafts c6-0peratlve Federation 
Ud., with their headquarters at Shiliong. Their nature 
of activity is to help and encourage weavers but no in
formation Is available as to the extent of help or achieve
ment as these agencies are yet to organise program
mes, schemes etc. 

The purpose for which the different Items are 
produced and the approximate quantity are Indicated 
in Chapter V. 



eo.op.atlve aoclatlel laoclated with the craft : In the state which are sponsored by the Govemment. 
The names of co-operatlve societies are given below 
dlstrlctwise. There are altogether 41 co-operative societies 

STATEMENT 1.1 

Handloom weavers cooperative socJetles In Jalnta HUls district 

Name of Co-operatlve Address of the Registration Date of Registration Remarks 
society co-operatlve number of the 

society co-operatlve 
society 

1 2 3 4 5 

1. Jowal Handloom VBI. and P.O JWl22 of 7-2-76 
Cooperative JOWAI 1975~1976 

Society Ud. 

2. Wahlajer Ummulong Viii. and P.O. Shill 46 of 31-2-53 
Handloom Weaver Ummulong 1953 
Co-operatlve 
Society Ud. 

3. Saltsama Handloom VBI. and P.O. Shifl46 of 31-1-74 
Weaver Co-operatlve Saltsama 1950 
Society Ud. 

4. Blate Women VOl and P.O. JWI18 of 7-3-78 
Handloom Weaver Mouisei 19n-1978 
Co-operatlve 
Society Ud. 
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STATEMENT 1.2 

Handloorn corporative societies In east Khasl HHls district 

NafY!8 of Co-operatlve Addr~ofthe Registration Date of 

Society Co-operatlve Number of the Registration 
Society Co-operatlve 

Society 

2 3 4 

1. Meghalaya Apex P.O. Shiliong ShUI14 of 20-12-82 
Handloom Weavers 1982 
and Handicraft 
Co-operatlve 
Society Federa-
tion Ud. 

2. Mawker Weaving ViII. Mawker, Shill 26 of 8-9-76 
Co-operatlve B.P.O. Jagl 1976 
Society Ud~ Road, Khyriem 

Syiemshlp 

3. Raid Thlang VBI. Hydemkulai ShUI 7 of 10-4-78 
Weaving Co- P.O. Umsnlng 1978 
operative Society Ud. 

4. Mawmihthled ViII. Mawmihthied Shill 12 of· 15-4-76 
H.W.C.S. Ud. P.O. Laitryngew 1976 

5. Marngar ViII. Marngar, Shill 59 of 3-3-70 
H.W.C.S. l-t,A P.O. Nongpoh 1970 

6. Nonb_·.Jh ViII. Diwen, Shill 7 of 7-3-77 
H.W.C.S. Ud. B.P.O. Umden, 1977 

7. Bymihat ViII. and B.P.O Shill 58 of 3-3-69 
H.W.C.S. Ud. Bymihat 1969 
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Name of Co-operative 
Society 

1 

1. Puksora 
H.W.C.S. Ud. 

2. Chlbak 
H.W.C.S. Ud. 

3. Mallangkona 
H.W.C.S. Ud. 

4. Rongrapara 
H.W.C.S. Ud, 

5. Mawrynnlan 
H.W.C.S. Ud. 

STATEMENT 1.3 

Handloom weavers co-operatlve societies In West Khasl HHls district 

Address of the 
co-operatlve society 

2 

VBI. Puksora. 
B.P.O. Balat 

VII. Shlbak 
B.P.O. Khon Jowal 

B.P.O. Maiangkona 

VBI. Rongsapar. 
B.P.O. Arang-

donga 

B.P.O. Mawrynnlan. 
P.O. Nongstoin 

4 

Registration Date of 
of the co-operative Registration 

Society 

3 4 

ShUI14 of 22-1-74 
1974 

Shill 15 of 22-8-79 
1979 

ShUI3 of 13-8-64 
1963-64 

ShAI18 of 30-8-74 
1974 

Shill 36 of 17-5-77 
1977 



STATEMENT 1.4 

Handloom weavers co-operative societies in east Garo Hills district 

Name of Co-operative Address of the Registration Date of 
Society Co-operative Number of the Registration 

Society Co-operative Society 

2 3 4 

1. Damas H.W.C.S. ViII. Damas, T-14 of 20-8-56 

Ltd. P.O. Damra 1956-1957 

2. Dilma H.W.C.S., ViII. Dilma T-22 of 1953 24-9-53 
Ltd. P.O. Mendipathar 

3. Bajengdoba Viii. and P.O. T-43 of 17-3-59 
H.W.C.S. ltd. Bajengdoba 1958-1959 

4. Resubelpara ViII. and P.O. T-12 of 
H.W.C.S. Ltd. Resubelpara 1972-1973 

5. Borodoldanga ViII. Borodol- T-131 of 14-3-55 
H.W.C.S. Ltd. danga P.O. 1955 

Tikkrikilla 

6. Chatcholia Viii. Chotcholja T-36 of 17-6-59 
H.w.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Kharkutta 1958-1959 
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STATEMENT 1.5 

Handloom weavers co-operative societies in west Garo Hills district 

Name of Co-operative Address of the Registration Number Date of Registration 
Society Co-operative Society of the Co-operative 

Society 

1 2 3 4 

1. Tura Handloom ViII. and P.O T-265 of 1954-1955 6.1.54 
Weavers Ca- Tura, West Garo 
operative society HHls 
Ltd. 

2. Andharkona Hand- VUI. Andhar Kona, 
Loom Weavers Co-opera- P.O.-Garobadha, T-51 of 1965-1966 9.2.66 
tive Society Ltd. West Garo Hills 

3. Dadengglri Hand- Viii. and P.O.-
loom Weavers Co- Dadenggiri T-ll of 1964-1965 15.1.71 
operative Society West Garo Hills 

4. Kalaigaon Hand- Viii. and P.O-
loom Weavers Co- Kalaigaon T-l0 of 1962-1963 11.12.62 
operative 
Society Ltd. 

5. Selsella Handloom Viii. and P.O. 
Weavers Co-op- Selsella T-21 of 1960-1961 25.6.61 
erative Society 
Ltd. 

6. Betasing Handloom ViII and P.O. No. 360 of 1954-1955 25.5.54 
Weavers Co-operative Betasing 
Society Ltd. 

7. Bangalkata Hand- ViII. Bangalkata 
loom W",avers Co- P.O. Bholar Bhita T-1 of 1964-1965 19.10.74 
operative Society 
Ltd. 

C. Baghmara Handloom ViiI. and P.O. T-7 of 1956-1957 31.5.57 
Weavers Co-opera- Baghmara 
tive Society Ltd. 
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2 3 4 

9. t<atuligaon Hand- ViII. and P.O. T-5 of 1959-1960 12.11.59 

loom Weavers Co- Katuligaon 

oprative Society Ltd. 

10. i)alu H.W.C.S. ViII. Khujikara No. 55 of 1954 4.3.54 

Ltd. P.O. Barengapara 

11. Shyamnagar ViII. Shyamnagar No. 229 of 1954-1955 19.10.54 

H.W.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Phulbari 

12. Madhupara ViII. Madhupara T-12 of 1974-1975 26.11.75 

H.W.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Garobadha 

13. Tikrikilla ViII. and P.O. T-14 of 1956-1957 25.1.71 
H.W.C.S. Ltd. Tikrikilla 

14. Nekikona ViII. Nekikona T-5 of 1971-72 13.1.71 
H.W.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Bhaitbari 

15. Katolbari ViiI. Katolbari T-5 of 197R-1979 12.11.78 
H.w.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Ampati 

t 6. Rugapara ViII. Rugapara T-1 of 1975-1976 4.8.75 
H.w.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Baghmara 

17. Dufrigaon ViII. Oufri Gaon T-7 of 1975-1976 20.1.76 
H.W.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Ampati 

18. Anangpara Viii. Anangpara No. 335 of 1955-1956 3.5.55 
H.w.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Ampati 

9. Chambilgiri ViiI. Chambilgiri T-8 of 1969-1970 2.5.70 
H.W.C.S. Ltd. P.O. Sibbari 
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The statement below shows the amount of profit 

and loss d the cooperative sociEties associated with hard
loom weaving of two ct the three selected vllages. There 

is no cooperative society in Dapgiri village or in thE 
area covering the village. 

STATEMENT 1.6 

Profit and loss accounts of Madhupara handloom weavers cooperative society Ltd. 

1985-86 Loss 1986-87 1985-86 Profit 1986-87 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

6,751.95 1. To Management Expenses 8,301.25 1,233.10 1. By houserant 60.00 

275.00 2.To Audit fees due for the 275.00 2. Bylnh. on 1,021.00 
year S.B.A/C. 

520.40 3.To Gross Loss B.F. 1,468.00 10,860.00 3. Sy others 

5,079.90 4. By Gross proofit 

7,547.35 Total 1 
10,044.25 12,093.10 1,081.00 

Nil By Net profit Nil 454.25 8,963.25 

Grand Total 10,044.25 12,547.35 10,044.25 
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STATEMENT 1.7 

Profit and loss account of Dilma hanOioom weavers cooperative society Ltd. 

1985-86 Loss 1986-87 1985-86 Profit 1986-87 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

6,429.00 To Management Expences 2,610.00 501.40 8y interest earned 82.50 
on S /8 account 

1,067.00 To depreciation charge 314.00 

68.00 To audit fee due to 

Government 65.00 

3,006.00 Gross loss tran sfered 445.30 
from trading account 

10,570.00 Total 3,434.30 501.40 Total 82.50 

Nil Net Profit Nil 10,068.60 Net Loss 3,951.80 

10,570.00 Grand Total 3,434.30 10,570.00 Grand Total 4,034.30 
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1. The looms In the Co-operative Society at DUma 

2. The Co-operative Society at Madhupara 
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Silk Sarees 
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Training cum-production centre 

The Government of Meghalaya, has Laid em

phasis on stepping up the production of different varie

ties of hand loom fabrics with sophisticated design re

taining the tribal indegenous blend. The weavers are 

trained every year in the weaving training centres of the 

State set up in diferent areas. A number of habdloom 

demonstration production centres were also started 

inselected localities for the benefit of the weavers. The 

duration of the course in the training centres within the 

State is one year begining from 1 st march every year 

with a stipend of Rs. 120 per month. Hostal accomon

dation is also provided to the trainees in each d the above 

centres. There are the Handloom production centres 

attached to the trainng centres at Shillong Jowai, Tura, 

Resul Para and Baghmara. Besides the basic training 

facilities available locally, prospective trainess are also 

sent for advanced training to other states. 

The staff position in each of the training centres 

are as follows :-

1. Weaving Instructor 

2. Weaving Demonstator 

3 jugali 

4. Night Chowkidar 

2 

The intake capacity of each centre in Khasi and 

Jaintia Hills areas is 15 and in Garo Hills is 20. 

All the training centres are directly managed 

by the Department of Sericulture and Weaving, 

Meghalaya and placed under the direct supervision of 

the District Handloom officers. The training centres were 

started at different periods of time but the exact date 

could not be given by the centres. The total number 

of weavers, total production (in metres) and total value 

of production in different centres in both east and west 

Garo Hills is shown in the folloiwing statement. 

Important craft centres :-

The important craft centres In the state are: - Shillong, 

Jowai, Nongstoin, Aradonga Tura. Baghmara, William-

12 

nagar, Phulbari and Resubelpara. 
The names and location of the above training 

centres are lioted below :-

1. Government training centre, Lukier road, Shilliong 

793203 started duiring 1960. 

2. Government training centre, Jowai, P.O. Jowai Jainitia 

Hills started during 1960. 

3. Government training centre, Nongstoin, P.O. Nong

stoin West Khasi Hills District started in 1979-80. 

4. Government training centre, Aradonga, B.P.O. 

Aradonga West Khasi Hills District started in 1980-81. 

5. Government training centre, Tura, P.O. Tura. West 

Garoo Hills district, started during 1960. 

6. Government training centre, Baghmara, P.O. 

Baghmara. West Garo Hills district started in 1974-75. 

7. Government training centre, Phulbari, P.O. Phul

bari. West Garo Hills district started in 1979-80. 

8. Government training centre, Resubelpara,P.O 

Resubelpara, East Garo Hills District started during 1960. 

9. Government training centre, Wiliamanagar, P.O 

Williamanagar, East Garo Hills District, started in 

1979-80. 

Handloom weaving in the State is concentrated 

mostly in Garo Hills districts and in the northern;part~ 
of Bhoi area of the East Khasi Hills District all along the 

border with Assam. The following are the names oNhe 

places of concentration of handloom weaving industry. 

1.Garobada 2. Tikri Killa 3. Phubari 4. Betasing 5. Kalaipara 

6. Kaluligoon 7. Tura 8. Dilma 9. Mendipathar 10. 

Nishanggam 11. Damas 12. Bajengdoba 13. William

nagar. All these are situated in East and West Garo Hills 

District. 

In East Khasi Hills the area of concentration are 

(1) Nongpoh (2) Manager (3) Burnihat (4) Shillong'. 



In West Khasi Hills District it is found in 

(1) Mallangona (2) Nongstoin (3) Khong"y (4) Tyngor 

(5) Aradonga (6) Puksora. 

In Jaintia Hills district it is found in (1) Molisei (2) 
Jowai (3) Saipung (4) Ummulong (5) Saitsama (6) 
Khliehriat. 

In Garo Hills area alone, there are more than 

80 villages where the people engage themselves in this 

craft work. 

STATEMENT 1.8 

East Garo Hills: 

The total number of weavers 

Total Production (in mtrs.) 

Total Value of Production 

= 4000 Nos. 

= 60,000 sq. mtrs. 

= 3,00000/-

The Handloom Training-Cum-Production Cen-

tros in East Garo Hills are: 

1. William nagar (Rongrenggiri) 

2. Res(J Belpara (field) 

3. Rangagora 

4. Chirnatcha 

5. Sambrak 

6. Mendima 

7. Miapara 

8. Rongkaminchi 

9. Baksalpara 

10. Aongmil 

11. Mangsang 

12. Aonrong 

13. Songsak 

14. Rongjeng 

West Garo Hills: 

Total number of weavers 

Total Production (in mtr.) 

Total value of production 

= 3500 Nos. 

= 3,50,376 sq mtr. 

= As. 35,03,763/-

The Handloom training-cum- production centres 

in West Garo Hills are :-

13 

1. Gasuapara 12. Balneshanda 

2. Dambuka Aga 13. Tura 

3. Nogar para 14. Sibbarl 

4. Kamkal 15. Rongram 

5. Chenghali 16. Baghmara 

6. Bangmalgiri 17. Hidampur 

7. Purakasia 18. Gandhipara 

8. Salibhui. 19. Rajabala 

9. Boldamgeri 20. Betasing 

10. Bhajamara 21. Josipara 

11. Mangehim 

Equipment: 

Each Weaving Training School is equipped with 

improved fly shuttle framed looms of various sizes, 

bobbins, winding charas, pirns, warping drums, hand 

creel, cotton spinning charkas, dyeing vats, printing backs 

and other machineries. 

Admission: 

The candidate must have passed or read upto 

Middle English or Middle vernacular and should not be 

less than 15 years of age at the time of admission. Only 

females are eligible for admission. 

The candidates will have to appear for interview 

before the Managing committee at any place fixed by 

them and candidates will have to bear their own cost of 

travelling etc., when called for interview. 

Duration of the course: 

As already stated the duration of the course is 

one year beginning from 1 st March every for with a 

stipend of Rs. 120/- P.M. Hostel accomation is also 

provided to the trainees in each of the centres. 

No candidate will be admitted after one month 

from the beginning of the session. If a trainee leaves 

the training before the completion of the course, she 

wil be lialble to refund the entire amount d stipend received 

by her. Every student is required to put at least 75 p.c 

of the attendance during the course of training. There 

is no guarantee for employment in any of the weaving 

centres or department of the Government after the 

training.The training is meant to help the artisan for self 

employment. 



During 1981-82 a total output outlay of As. 17 

lakhs has been earmarked for handloom and Weaving 

Schemes and an expenditure of Rs. 18.44 lakhs has 

been incured. Further the schemes for intensive devel

opment of handlooms in Garo Hills is being organised, 

where there is a large concentration of weavers. The mod

ernisation of 2000 handlooms has been taken up under 

14 

the projed and the weavers were identified and seleaed 
for the purpose of supply of improved weaving accas

sories besides other infra-structural facilities. Organisa

tion of the newly estableshed Handloon Demonstration 

cum-production centres and Weaving Training classess 

have also been taken up by the Government. 



CHAPTER -" 

CRAFTSMEN IN THEIR RURAL SETTING 

General particular of selected villages: 
Two villages from West Garo Hills District and 

one village from East Garo Hills District were selected 
for the study of the handloom and weaving industry in 
the State. These are Madhupara and Dapgiri in West 

Garo Hills and Dilma in East Garo Hills. The population 

of the Garo community in the rural areas of both East 
and West Garo hHls account for 81.45%. Their main work 

is cultivation. The practise hand loom and weaving as 
their subsidiary work and 85% of women are engaged 

in this craft. The reason why this industry is flourishing 

more in Garo Hills than in other districts of the State is 

the easy availability of raw materials at a cheaper 
rate. For example, cotton which is the main material 

is grown abundantly in the region and the people still 
prefer to wear thei' traditional dress, like dakmanda, pathin 

and gumcha. 

Location: 

Madhupura is located about 56 kms. away 

from Tura town, the district headquarters of West 

Garo Hills District. The village is approachable from 

Garobada village which is the main marketing centre of 

the area. The village is situated on the slopes of a hill 
where a motorable katcha road passes on the top of 
the hill. 

It falls under Selsella C.D. Block and close to 

the border of Bangladesh. The police outpost, Inspec
tion Bungalow, dispensary and market are situated at 

Garobada less than 1 km from the vl"age. The Garo, 

Hajong and Dalu communities constitute the main 
population of the village but during the survey only 20 
households belonging to Hajong community were con

vassed. The following statement shows the population 
by sex, number of households, name of caste/tribe, 

religion and language of the head of the households 
of the village according to survey data. 

STATEMENT 11.1 

Population by sex and caste/tribe, number of households, religion and language 

by head of the households 

Name of the Caste/ No. of 

village tribe household 

Madhupara Hajong 20 

Traditional Occupation : 

The following statement shows the distribution 

POQulation Religion Language 

P. M. F by head of by head of 

household household' 

168 79 89 Hindu Hajong 
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of households classified by traditional occupation and 

caste/tribe/community of the head of the households 
according to survey data. 



STATEMENT 11.2 

Distribution of households classified by traditional occupation and caste/tribe/community 
of the head of household 

Name of vHlage Name of castel 
Tribe/community 

Number of 
household 

Number of households here traditional 
occupation of head of the household Is 

1 2 3 

Madhupara Hajong (ST) 20 

As Is seen from the above statement, non of 
the households practise weaving as their traditional 
occupation. Cultivation Is their traditional occupation 
and weaving Is their subsidiary occupation. 

Dapglri village : 

The village Is located about 2 kms. away from Oalu vil
lage which Is the C.D. Block headquarter In the district. 
The Tura-Baghmara rad runs through this village. The 

Weaving Cultivator 

4 5 

20 

village Is electrified and facilities like Inspection Bun
galow, market, pdice station, dispensary and C.D. Block 
headquarters are located at Dalu. In Oapigiri only 11 
households were found to be practising the craft during 
the survey. The households belong to Garo community 
and they are all christians by religion. They also speak 
their own language of the same name. The following 
statement shows the population by sex, caste/tribe, 
language and religion of the head of the households 
according to survey data. 

S:rATEMENT-II.3 

Population by sex, caste/tribe, religion and language of the head of the households 

Name of the 
village 

Oapgiri 

Traditional Location : 

Castel 
Tribe 

Garo 

No of house-
holds P 

11 71 

The foilONing stalemert shows the distribl1ion 
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Population 
M F 

41 30 

Religion by 
head of 
households 

Christians 

Language 
by head of 
household 

Garo 

eX households by traditional occupation and caste/tribe/ 
community eX the head of household according to survey 

data. 



STATEMENT-II.4 

Distribution of households classified by traditional occupation and caste/tribe/community 

of the head of household. 

Name of 

village 

Name of caste/tribe/ 

community 

Number of 

Household 

Number of household where traditional 

occupation of head of household is 

2 3 

Dapgiri Garo 11 

Out of 11 househdds belonging to Garo communky only 

1 household practise weaving as their traditional oc

cupation. The remaining households have cultivation 
as their traditional occupation. 

Dilma village 

The village is under East Garb Hills District. It falls 

under the Resubelpara C.D. Block. It is about 2 kms. 

away from Mandipathar village which is the main 

marketing centres of the area. Important amenities like 

schools, college, dispensary, bMrding facilities like 

Inspection Bungalowand hotels' are available at 

Weaving Cultivator 

4 5 

10 

Mandipara. People of different communities/castes 

and tribes are residing in the village. 20 households were 

selected during the survay and the households belong 

to Namasudra, Nayastha, Kachari, Rabha, Kaibarta, 

Garo and Muslim. Except the Garo who belong to 
christianity and Muslim to Islam, all the communities 

<.-
belong to Hindu religion. Out of 20 households there 

are 15 househOlds whose heads speak Assamese and 

5 households whose heads speak Garo. The following 

statement shows the population by sex, caste/tribe / 

community, number of household, lang,uage and reli

gion by head cJ the househdd according to survey data 

STATEMENT 11.5 

Name .of caste/tribe No. of household Religion Population Language by the 

community head of household 

P M F Assamese Garg 

1 2· 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Namasudra (SC) 2 Hindu 13 6 7 2 

Kayastha 2 Hindu 14 7 7 2 

Kachari (ST) 1 Hindu 6 1 5 1 
Rabha 8 Hindu 36 12 24 8 
Kaiborta (SC) 1 Hindu 6 1 5 1 

Garo (ST) 5 Christian 25 9 16 5 
Muslim slam 2 1 1 

Total 20 102 37 65 15 5 

17 



Traditional Occupation : 

The following statement shows the distribution 

of households classified by traditional occupation and 

caste/tribe/community of the head of the household 
of Dilma village. 

STATEMENT 11.6 

Distribution of households classified by traditional occupation and caste/tribe/community 
of the head of household 

Name of 

villag~ 

Name of caste/tribe/ 
community 

Number of 
household 

Number of household where traditional 

occupation of the head of household is 

Dilma Aabha 8 

Kayastha 2 

Namasudra (5C) 2 

Kaiborta (5C) 

Kachari (5T) 

Muslim 

Garo (5T) 5 

Total 20 

Out of 20 households who practise hand loom 

and weaving industry only 4 households are found to 

have handloom and weaving as their traditional occu

pation. These 4 households belong to Aabha (2), 

18 

Weaving Cultivator Carpentry Fisher
man 

2 6 

1 

5. 

4 14 

Kayastha (1) and Namasudra (1), The remaining 

households practice the craft as their subsidery occcu-

pation. 



Population characteristics of the survey villages teristics of the survey village during two census years, 

The following statement shows the population charac- 1971 and 1981. 

STATEMENT 11.7 

Name of Census Area Population 

villages year 

2 3 4 

Dilma 1971 N.A. 710 

1981 N.A. 909 

Madhupara 1971 NA 635 

1981 NA 767 

Dapgiri 1971 N.A 308 

1981 NA 399 

The statement shows the increase in population 

thedecades in all the three villages, The size of house

holds varies between 5 and 6 in all the three villag'3s.The 

work participation rate increases in Dilma and Madhupara 

during the decade whereas in Dapgiri it records a decrease 

from 38.64 per cent in 1971 to 23.31 per cent in 1981. 

As far as literacy rate is concerned all the three 

Percentage Size of Liter- Works parti-

increase House- acy cipation 

hold rate rate 

5 6 7 8 

NA 5 28.45 28.45 

22.03 6 48.18 31.02 

75.28 5 26.14 22.68 

20.79 5 39.11 43.81 

0.65 6 52.92 38.64 

29.55 6 59.4 23.31 

Village shown a substantial incrase during the decade 

Amenties 

The following statement shows the availability 

of some important amenities in the surveyed villages 

STATEMENT 11.8 

AMENITIES AS ON 1981 CENSUS .. 

Name of villages Medical Post & Telegraphs Market School 

Dilma -5 Kms. -5 Kms. -5 Kms. -5 Kms. 

Madhupara -5 Kms. -5 Kms. -5 Kms. Primary 

School 

Dapgiri -5 Kms. -5 Kms. -5 Kms. Primary 

School 

High 

School 
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Facilities like medical, post and telegraph and market 
are not available within the villages but are available 
at a distance of less than 5 Kms. Oapgiri has one primary 
school and one high school. Madhupara has only one 
primary school whereas Dilma has no education facility 
within the village. 

PARTICULARS OF CRAFTSMEN 

Number of Craftsmen Households : 

Twenty households in each of the three village have 

been selected and canvarsed for the study and 5 
households each of non-practising household. 

In Dapgi"i village it is folJ'ld that arty 11 rousehdds practise 
this craft. Therefore, the total number of craftsman 
households under study altogether comes to only 51 
households instead of 60. 

The following statement shows the number of workers 
who are practising the craft by sex and caste/tribe/ 
community according to the survey of the three selected 
villages on sample basis. 

STATEMENT 11.9 

Number of workers by sex and caste/tribe/community 

Caste/Tribe/ Population 
Community 

M F 

2 3 

Garo (ST) 50 46 

Hajong (ST) 79 89 
Rabha 12 24 

Kayastha 7 7 
Kachari (ST) 1 5 
Kaibarta (ST) 5 

Muslim 
Namasudra (SC) 6 7 

Total: 157 184 

It is seen that the Garos and the Hajongs con
stitute the largest number of workers accounting for 43.75 

per cent and 76-78 per cent d their respective total popu
lation. It is also seen that tI.a proportion cA female workers 
is higher than that of males among all communities. 

Settlement Pattern 

The craftsman of the villages construct their houses quite 
apart from one another. There is no proper demar
cation of boundary of the house and compound. 
Their houses are raised from the ground by posts of 

20 

No. of No. of workers 
households 

M F 

4 5 6 

16 20 22 
20 55 74 
8 7 14 
2 2 2 

1 3 

2 2 4 

51 89 121 

timber and the floor of the house is made of bamboo. 
The construction is usually a long one with a small 
verandah in front of the house. 

Besides the main house another room or house 
which is attached to the main house is constructed either 
in the back or in the front of the house which is used 
exdusively for weaving. UsuaUy the length of the house 
varies from 30 Ft. to 50 Ft. and its breadth from 15 Ft. 
to 20 Ft. Unlike the main house, the floor of the room or 
house is not covered by pile of bamboos as this would 
be inconvenient for keeping the loom machines. The floor 



of this room or house is the ground itself from which 

the house is raised. These type of rooms or houses 

are usually found only on those households where the 

industry is practised on a large scale. Those who prac
tise the industry on a small scale do their work either 

in the open outside their house or in the verandah. 

There is no hard and fast rule as to the settlemlent 

pattern of the houses of craftsman. Their houses are 

distributed among the general settlement pattern of the 

villages. It is a question of space that account much to 

the craftman as he needs enough space for the house 

and the workshop. 

Economic condition of craftman : 

Though this industry enjoys considerble repu

tation and the workers have apparently been earning 

wages, it suffers a set back. The North Eastern Hand

looms and handicraft Development Corporation and the 

Indian Institute of Foreign Trade do not take any inter

est at all in these crafts as the products are of low 

quality with high price. Despite the efforts to improve 

the design and the quallyof the poroducts the economic 

condition of the craftsman does not appear to improve 

or even better than other workers. 

The majority of craftman use an ordinary ma

chine callec: tat' which is made of bamboo and wood. 

Each tat cost only Rs. 800 or Rs. 1000 according to the 

quality. Few craftsman have the privilege of owning the 

imporoved machines such as Sitaranjan and Jaciard. 

Social Status : 

A master craftsman is the one who owns and 

runs the industry. He employers a number of persons 

as workers depending on the number of looms he has 

disposal. As such his economic position is better off and 
command a social respect from his employees as well 

as from the communities of the village. HOV:1ver, the 

majority of the craftsman are poor and uneducated and 

depend their subsistence on the daily wages from their 

master craftsman. Those who are having land for CUl

tivation, take the craft work as their subsidiary work to 

supplement their in come. The craftsman, though poor 

are respected by the people and looked upon with pride 

and dignity to those who perform this art. The crafts

rran wherever he is, whatever reli~on he belongs to enjoys 
the same level of position in the SOCiety. 

Demographic profile 

Marital status : 

The following statement shows the population living In 

sampled households by sex and marital status. 

STATEMENT 11.10 

Distribution of population. by age-group and marital status 

Age-Group Never Divorce or "(otal 

_married _ Married segarated Widow Pogulation 

M F M F M F M F M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

0-19 69 68 69 68 
20-29 21 23 24 46 1 1 45 71 
30-69 41 29 9 3 41 42 
70 ~ 2 1 2 3 

Total 90 92 67 76 11 5 157 184 
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Loom Machines 
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From the statement above, it is obvious that the 

craftsman In the villages married quite late and there is 

no married persons below the age 20. A large number 

of married persons is found in age-group 30-69. It is 
seen that only females have become divorced or sepa

rated and widows. 

Urteracy: 

A literate person is the one who can read and 

write with understanding. The statement below shows 

the population by sex and literacy of the sample house

holds. 

STATEMENT 11.11 

Population by age-group sex and literacy 

Age group 

0-9 

10-19 

20-34 

35+ 

Total: 

Total 

p 

2 

75 

69 

135 

70 

341 

Population 

M F 

3 4 

42 33 
27 35 

52 83 

36 34 

157 184 

The literacy rate of the craftsman comes to 62.94 

per cent out of which the males account for 31.65 per 
cent and the females 31.29 per cent. Though the literacy 

rate of the craftsman is very high, the educational level 

attained by most of them is below the middle standard. 

Most of them do not want to continue their studies after 

Illiterate Literate 

M 

5 

29 

2 

10 

12 

53 

F M F 

6 7 8 

17 13 16 

5 25 30 
22 42 61 

21 24 13 

65 104 119 

atta ing the age of 15 and are ready to help their parents 

in their craftsman. 

The following statement shows the distribu

tion of sampled households classified by nature of re

lationship cI members to head of households aro m.mber 

of members. 

STATEMENT 11.12 

Distribution of households by nature of relationship of members 

Nature of relationship of members to 

head of the household 

1. Self 

2. Self, spouse 

3. Self, spouse, unmarried sons/daughters 

4. Self, spouse, married son and son's wife with 

of without unmarried sons and daughter 

23 

No. of 

household 

2 

5 

4 

17 

3 

No. of 

members 

3 

5 

8 
106 
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1 

5. Self, spouse, married brothers, brother's wife, 
with or without unmarried sons and daughter 

6. Self, spoouse, married brother, brother's wife, 
married son, son's wife, with/without unmarried 
on, and daughter 

7. Self (Male) unmarried son or daughter 

8. Self (Female) unmarried son or daughter 

9. Self, spouse, with or without unmarried sons/ 
daughter and widowed mother 

10. Self, (Male) unmarried brother/sister 

11. Others 

The above statement shows the relationship of 
members of each households with the head. The number 
of households where the head is staying alone is 5 only. 
17 households with 106 members are found belonging 
to those households with self, spouse and unmarried 
children. The remaining households are distributed evenly 
according to the natu~ of relationship of members to 

24 

2 3 

3 10 

4 23 

15 162 

the head of the households. 

Migration: 

The following statement shows the migration 
status of the sampled households by place of birth 
and reaoson of migration. 



STATEMENT 11.13 

Distribution of households classified by migration status of the head of households with references to 

place of birth and reason of migration 

Migration status 

B-Non-migrant 

B-Migrant 

Born outside the 

village but within 
the district 

Born outside the 
:listrict but within 
the state 

Born outside the 

state 

1. Assam 

2. West Bengal 

Other countries 

including unspeci
fied 

I. Bangladesh 

Total 

Number of households 

2 

19 

32 

9 

13 

32 

5 
4 

N.B.: No person migrated from urban areas. 

Out of 51 household selected forthe craft study 

1e non-migrant househdds are 19 and the migrant house

lolds 32. Out of 32 migrant households, the head of 

lousehold who were born outsk::le the village are 5, those 

)orn outside the distict 4, those outside the state 10 

Ind those whomigrated to India during paritition are 

3 households, The reason for migration from bang-

No. of households which have migrated due to 

Marri- For employ- Border For Busi- Due to India 

age ment problem ness trans- prior 

25 

3 

1 
2 

1 

4 

4 

2 
1 

6 

9 

5 

2 

3 

6 

3 

fer to par

partition 

7 8 

12 

12 

ladesh are mainly due to the partition. Other reasons for 
••• - ,t; 

migration are marnage, employment, bor.der troubles, 
business and transfer of service. 

The statement 11.14 ~hows the migration status 
and duration oksta\l.,l)t_ttt~ head of the households. 



STATEMENT 11.14 

Distribution of households classified by migration status and duration of stay in the village with 
reference to head of the household 

Migration status with reference 

to place of birth of head of the 

household 

Non-Migrant ( born in 

the village) 

B-Migrant 

1. Born outside village 

but in the same 

district. 

Born outside the 

district but with in 

the State 

1. East Garo Hills 

III. Born outside 

the state 

1. Assam 

2. West Bengal 

IV. ('ther countiries 

Bangladesh 

Total: 

Number 

of 

household 

2 

19 

5 

4 

9 

13 

51 

The above statement shows that out ci 32 migrant 

households, 16 of them have stayed in the village for 

more than 20 years. 12 households who have stayed 

more than 20 years were coming from Bangladesh. 

Number of households where duration of stay in the 
village of head of the household 

Non-Migrant Migrant 

26 

Less 1-5 6-10 11-20 21 

than 1 year years years years -
year 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

19 

1 2 

2 

2 4 

12 

19 3 2 7 4 16 

The remaining 4 households who have stayed in the village' 

for more than 20 years are 1 from West Bengal, 1 from 

Assam, 1 from East Garo Hills and 1 from outside the 

village but in the same district. 



Distribution of workers and non-workers: 

The statement below shows the distribution of workers and non-workers among different communities practicingin 

the in craft 

STATEMENT 11.15 

Workers and Non-workers by sex, and caste/tribe/community 

Caste/Tribe/community Total population 

P M F 

2 3 

Garo (ST) 96 50 

Hojang (ST) 168 79 

Rabha 36 12 

Kachari (ST) 6 1 

Kaibarta (SC) 6 1 

Namasudra (SC) 13 6 

Kayastha 14 7 

Muslim 2 

Total 341 157 

The workers constitute 61 :58 per cent and the 

non-'Mlrkers 38.42 per cenr cI the total popuation. Among 

the workers, the Hajong oconstitute 76.78 per cent whUe 

the Garo is 43.75 per cent of the total population. It is 

seen that in most of the communities the female work-

4 

46 

89 

24 

5 

5 

7 

7 

184 
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Workers Non-workers 

M F M F 

5 6 7 8 

20 22 30 24 

55 74 24 15 

7 14 5 10 

3 2 

1 4 

2 4 4 3 

2 2 5 5 

89 21 68 63 

ers one more than the male workers. 

The following statement shows the distribution 

of households by number of workers and by main oc

cupational diversity of the workers engaged in the craft. 



STATEMENT 11.18 

Distribution of households classified by number of workers and by main occupational diversity 
(I.e. different members having different occupation 

Description of occupational diversity of the 
workers engaged in the craft 

1 

No occupational diversity 
Service (Head of households), weaving (wife) 
Cultivators (Head of Households) weaving (son) 
Business (Head of Household), weaving (wife) 
Weaving (Head of household), Service (husband) 
Teaching (Head of household), weaving (wife) 
Religious workers (Head of household), weaving (wife) 
Cultivator (Daughter's son) 
Teaching (Head of household), weaving (wife), service 
(daughter's husband) 
Cultivator (Head of household), cultivator (wife), 
weaving (daughter) 
Service (Head of household), weaving (wife), (2 sisters) 
Cultivation (Head of household) cultivation (wife), 
service (son),weaving (2 daughter) 
Business (Head of household), weaving (wife) weaving 
(2 unrelated) weaving (daughter) 
Service (Head of household) weaving (wife), weaving 
(wife's sister), weaving (unrelated) 
Service (Head of household), weaving (wife), service 
(son) cultivator (daughter), cultivator (son;s wife) 
Weaving (Head of household), weaving (wife), weaving 
2 daughters), service (daughter's husband) 
Dependent (Head of household), weaving (wife), culti
vation (2 son's), weaving (2 daughter) weaving 
(son's wife) 

Thirty households out of 51 households are 
not having any occupational diversity or 150 workers 
out 215 workers are not having any occupational diver
sity. It is seen that the occupation of the head of the 
household is different from that of his wife and children. 
That is, occupation d the household is diversified among 
the members of the household. Thus, when the head of 
the household is a service worker, the wife is a weaver 

28 

Number of 
households 

2 

30 
4 
1 
1 
4 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number of 
Workers 

3 

150 
8 

2 
2 

8 
2 

3 

3 

.3 
4 

5 

5 

4 

5 

5 

6 

or when the occupation of the wife who is the head otJI 
the household is weaving the occupation of the husi 
band is service. 

The following statement shows the number 011 
household having subsidiary occupation in relation to 
the head of the household. 

.' ' 



STATEMENT 11.17 

Households classified by sex, broad age-group and subsidiary occupation in relation to head of households 

Age-Group Sex No. of Number of household No.of households 

household having no subsidiary having subsidiary 

occupation occupation 

1 2 3 

0-14 M 
F 

15-35 M 6 
F 8 

35-59 M 22 
F 7 

60+ M 5 
F 3 

Total: 51 

Out of 51 households engaged in the hand
loom and weaving industry 37 of them are having no 

subsidiary works. It is, therefore, shown that these 37 

households are all dependent on the handloom and 
weaving industry for their livelihood. 11 households are 

having cultivation as their subsidiary works and 3 

households are having handloom and weaving as sub
sidiary occupation. 

4 

4 
7 

21 

3 
1 

1 

37 

29 

Weaving Cultivation 

5 6 

1 
1 

2 2 
4 

2 2 

3 11 

Non - practising households 

5 households were selected from each village 

who do not practise handloom and weaving. Altogether 
15 households were surveyed having a population· of 86 

persons of which 41 are males and 45 are females. The 

Statement 11.18 shows the distribution of population by 
age, sex and educational level. 



STATEMENT 11.18 

Distribution of population classified by age, sex and educational level 

Age-group Total Illiterate Literate 

Population without 

educa-
tional 

level 

P M F M F M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

All Ages 86 41 45 17 21 9 

0-4 10 4 6 3 6 

5-9 19 11 8 8 4 3 

10-14 14 5 9 3 

15-19 4 2 2 

20-24 8 4 4 3 

25-34 13 2 11 5 

35 + 18 13 5 2 3 3 

The literate persons constitute 55.81 per cent of the total 

population out of which males form 58.54 per cent and 

females 53.33 per cent. 7.3 per cent of males and 11.1 

per cent of females are having the educational 

qualification of rnatric standard. Those who have passed 

primary or junior basic constitute 9.7 per cent for 

males and 6.6 per cent for females. Looking at the age 

9 

4 

4 

1 

30 

Primary or Middle Matric or 

junior Higher 

basic secon-
dary and 

above 

M F M F M F 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

4 3 8 7 3 5 

1 2 1 

2 1 

1 1 2 

2 3 

2 5 

group 5-9 only 7 out of 19 children are going to school. 

This shows that children are sent to school at a late age. 

The following statement 11.19 shows the distri

bution of households by religion. caste/tribe/commu
nity. sex and educational level or head of households. 



STATEMENTU.19 

Distribution of households classified by religion, caste/tribe/community, sex and educational level 
of head of households 

Name of Name of No. of House- Number of households by educational level of 
religion caste/tribe holds by head of the household 

community sex of head 
of the 
household 

Illiterate 

M F 

2 3 4 5 

Hindu Hajong 5 3 

Rabha 1 

Christian Garo 8 

Total : 14 4 

Hajong, Rabha and Garo are the main commu-
nities among the non-practising househdds. The Hajong 

and Rabha beloogto Hindu religion and Gcro to Christian 
Among the communities, the Garo are having higher 

31 

Literate 
without 
ecluca-
tional 
lave! 

6 

2 

2 

4 

Eduational Level 
Primary or Matric 
Junior Middle higher 
Basic secondary 

7 8 

1 

2 

2 3 

and 
aboove 

9 

2 

2 

educational level than the other communities. 
The statement 11.20 shows the distribution of 

households classified by nature of relation of members 
to the head of the household. 



STATEMENT 11.20 

Distribution of households classified by nature of relation of members to head 
• 

of the household and number of members 

Nature of relationship of members to head 
of the household 

1 

1. Self 
2. Self, Spouse 
3. Self, spouse, unmarried sons and daughters 
4. Self, spouse, married son and son's wife 

with or without unmarried sons and daughters 
5. Self, spouse, married brother, brother's wife, 

with or without unmarried sons and daughters 
6. Self, spouse, married brother, brother's wife, 

married son, son's wife, with or without un-
married sons and daughters. 

7. Self, (Male), unmarried son/daughter 
a. Self, (Female), unmarried son/ daughter 
9. Self, spouse with or without unmarried son/ 

daughter and widowed father 
10. Self, spouse with or without unmarried son/ 

daughter and widowed mother 
11. Self (Male), unmarried brother/sister 
12. Self, spouse, unmarried sons, daughter and 

sister 
13. Self, spouse, unmarried sons and daughters 

with sister's unmarried son 
14. Self (Male), separted daughter, married daughter 

daughter's husband with unmarried sons and 
cBugters 

15. Self (Male), unmarried son and daughters with 
widowed daughter with unmarried son and 
daughter 

Total 

It is seen that 10 households with 55 members 
comprise the head, spouse and unmarried chidren. One 
household comprise a female hea::l with only lJ1married 
children. The remaining 4 households comprise differ
ent related members of the households. 
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Number of household Number of members 

2 3 

10 55 

1 3 

1 7 

1 7 

1 7 

7 

15 86 

Migration 

The statement 11.21 shows the migration status 
of the head of the non-practising households by place 
of birth and reason for migration. 



STATEMENT 11-21 

Distribution of households classified by migration status of the non-practising households with referance to place 
of birth and reasons for migration 

Migration status 

with reference to 

place of birth 

No.of households Number of households which have migrated due to 

A. 

B. 
1. 

1 

Non-Migrant 

(Born in the village 

Migrant 

Born outside the village 

But in the same district 

East Garo Hills. 

2. Born outside the district 

but within the state 

West Garo Hills 

3. 

4. 

Born outside the State 
Assam 

Born in other country 

Bangladesh 

Total: 

R 
U 

R 

U 
R 

2 

7 

2 

2 

3 

15 

Out of 15 non-practising households, 7 

households are non-migrant. 2 households migrated 

from West Garo Hills district mainly for marriage and 

works. 2 households migrated from Assam due 

to family moved and 3 households rrngrated from 
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Cultivation Marriage Service Family Partition 

moved 

3 4 5 6 7 

1 

2 

3 

2 3 

Bangladesh due to partition. 

The statement 11.22 shows the migration status 

of the head of the household and duration of stay in 

the village. 



STATEMENT 11.22 

Distribution of households classified by migration status and duration of stay in the village with reference 
to head of the household 

Migration status Number of households where duration of stay in the village of head 
with reference to Number of of the household is 
place of birth of household Non migrant Migrant 
head of the Less 1-5 6-10 11-20 21 + 
household than 1 years years years years 

year 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Non-Migrant 
(born In the village) 7 7 

B-Migrant 
I. Born outside 

the village but 
in the same district. R 1 1 

Born out side the 
district but within 
the state. 

(i) West Garo hills R 2 

II. Born out side 
the state 

(1) Assam R 2 1 
III. Other countries 

Bangladesh 3 1 2 

Total 15 7 3 1 4 

It is seen that only 4 households out of 15 
households have stayed in the village . for more than 
21 years. 2 of them are coming from Bangladesh, 1 
from Assam and 1 from West Garo hills. 

The statement 11.23 shows the distribution of 
households by traditional occupation and caste/tribe / 
community of head of the household. 
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STATEMENT 11.23 

Distribution of households classified by traditional occupation and religion. caste/tribe/community 
of head of household 

Name of religion Name or caste/tribe/ Number of Number of households where traditional 
community households occupation of head of the household is 

1 2 3 

Hindu Hajong (ST) 6 

Rabha 

Christian Garo (ST) 8 

Total 

Though 3 non-practising households among the 
Garo are found to have weaving as their traditional oc
cupation. they have given up weaving and shifted their 
occupation to other works. The reason of their shifting 
to other occupation. for 1 household is due to the death 
of the wife. 1 due to non-remunerative nature of the 
work and the other due to none to look after the 

15 

Cultivation Weaving 

4 5 

6 

5 3 

12 4 

industry. Cultiviation is the traditional occupation of 
the Hajong and Rabha and also of the Garo. 

The following statement shows the distribution 
of workers and non-workers by sex and educational 
level. 

STATEMENT 11.24 

Educational level 

1 

Illiterate 
Literate without 
educational level 
Primary or junior basic 
Middle 
Matriculation or higher 
secondary and 
above. 

Total 

Workers and n.on-workers by sex and educational level 

Total Population No. of workers No. of non-workers 
P M F P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

38 17 21 13 5 8 25 12 13 

18 9 9 6 5 12 4 8 
7 4 3 3 2 4 2 2 

15 8 7 6 5 9 3 6 

835 2 2 6 3 3 

86 41 45 30 17 13 56 24 32 
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The workers among the non-practising house
holds constitues 34.88 per cent of the total population. 
Among the workers 43.33 per cent are illiterate and 
56.67 per cent literate with or without educational level. 
Among the non-workers 44.64 per cent are literate and 
55.36 per cent literate with or without educational level. 

Distribution of workers by traditional and per
cent occupation by sex and broad age group : 

The following statement shows the distribution 
of workers by traditional and present occupation by 
sex and broad age group. 

STATEMENT 11.25 

Distribution of workers by traditional and present occupations by sex and broad age groups. 

Tradi

tional 

occu

pation 

Sex of Total Number of workers by age group 

the No. of 0-14 years 15-34 years where present 35-59 years where present 60 + yrs. 

head wor- where pre- occupation is occupation is where the 

of the kers sent occu- present 

of the house- pation is occupation is 

hold head 

of the 

house

hold 

Same Daily Same Bolin Daily Heal- Tea- Govt. Cho- Same Bolin Daily Dri Govt Cul- Tea- Same 

as labo- as maker la- th 

in our in bou- wor-

2 

Culti- M 11 

vation F 

Wea- M 3 

~ing F 

Total M 14 

F 1 

Col. 1 

3 4 

15 

12 

2 

17 

13 

5 

col. 1 rar 

6 7 8 

4 

4 

4 

4 

The above statement shcms that out d 27 workers 
having cultivation as their traditional occupation only 6 
of them are having the some occupation at present. 1 
male and 1 female are in the age group of 35-59 and 2 
of each sex are in the age group 60 and above. Out of 

ker 

9 

36 

ch ser- ki- as ma- la- ven Ser- tl- ch- asin 

ing vice dar in ker bou- vice va- Ing Col. 1 

CoI.1 rer tion 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

3 2 

3 2 

2 
2 

.2 
2 

3 workers having weaving as their traditional occupa
tion. 2 males are each, having cultivation and teaching 
respectively and 1 female is having cultivation as her 
present occupation. 



Non-workers by type of activity: of non-worker$ by type of activity. 

The following statement shows the distribution 

STATEMENT II. 26 

Distribution of non-workers by type of activity by sex and age group 

Age group Total number of non Number of non-workers by type of activity and sex 
workers 

Peson Male Female Infant 

M 

2 3 4 5 

014 42 20 22 11 

15-19 4 2 2 

20-24 4 3 

25-29 2 2 

30-39 2 2 

40-49 

50-59 

60+ 1 1 

Total 56 24 32 11 

The infants in age group 0-14 and student in age 
group 0-24 constitute the bulk of the non-working popu
lation among the non-practising households. They are 
being followed by those engaged in household duties 
and rentiers. 

History of growth and development of the craft 

As mentioned earlier, some of the craftman in 
Madhupara village belonging to Hajong community 
migrated from Bangladesh. It so happened that one man 
by the name of Paresh Sarkar Hajong, who is still living 
in this village came from a village Baghmara in Bangla
desh in the year 1948. His main occupation at that time 
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Full time House wHe Retired 
student 

F M F M F M F 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

12 9 10 

2 2 

2 1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

12 12 14 6 1 

was cutivation. He learned the art d weavlrg from Chaldra 
Kumar Nath and switched over his occupation which 
was cultivation to handloom and weaving. He soon 
became the craft master and he dominated the work 
alone in the village and earned a handsome profIt. He 
then taught the art of weaving to his relatives and other 
people in the village. At present almost all the house
holds in the village are fully engaged in this type of craft. 
This is. how the craft work started in Madhupara village. 

With the opening of the cooperative society in 
the village on the 9th Nov., 1974, training was imparted 
to the weavers and as a result the number of craftsmen 
has increased. 



In case of Dapglrl and DUma vUlages, the hand
loom and weaving Industry was practised by the resi
dents since time Immemorial. No Information was aval
able how and when this Industry was developed In these 
two villages. In Dapglrl only 18 out of 71 persons are 
found to have engaged In the craft works, and In DUma 
39 out of 102 persons are engaged during the time of 
survey. 

There is no cooperative society in Oapgiri vil
lage. Cooperative societies were sa up only in Madhl.pUra 
and Dilma. The society has the facility of training-cum-
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production centre. Those who have attained the age of 
18 years can become the members of the handloom 
cooperative society by paying as nominal membership 
fee of Rs. 10 only. The management control Is under the 
president and secretary of the society and they a re paid 
on honorarium basis which ranges from Rs 300 to Rs. 
400 per month for the president and Rs. 250 per month 
for the secretary. The weavers (trainees) get Rs. 15 to 
Rs. 20 for each type of cloth measuring 2 metres 
1 -1/2 metres. The type of cloths produced by them are 
dakmanda. daksari. debra. gumcha, pathin etc. 



CHAPTER III 

PROCESS OF LEARNING 

Weaving Is an Industry which requires rna
roevering and lq)9I'Visioo fran spinrWlg In the Olarlds 
to shedding In the loom. The nature of work consti
tutes supervision, spimlng, designing and weaving. Most 
of the head of the households are themselves super
vising the work. Only 13 out of 51 head of households 
are engaged as weavers. The members of family e.g. 
wife, son's wife, daughter and son are engaging them
selves either in spinning or weaving. According to the 
survey, only 1 designer is the head of the household. 
There are 5 craftsmen who are engaged in spinning. 

Spinning does not require much skUI or labour. Weav
Ing plays a major role in performing the work. There are 
182 persons who are engaged as weavers. Weaving is 
a time consuming process and it needs the skill and 
perseverance of the weaver. Hence proper training 'is 
required In the weaving process. 

The following statement shows the distribution 
of persons engaged in the craft classified by relation
ship to head of the household. 

STATEMENT 111.1 

Distribution of persons engaged in the manufacturing process classified by relationship to the head 
of the households. 

Weaver Designer Supervison Extension Weaving Instructor Spinning 
officer secratary 

Head 13 1 21 1 

Wife 34 1 

Son 14 2 

Daughter 11 1 

Son's wife 3 2 

Sister 2 

Wife's sister 

Wife's 1 

sister's son 

Wife's 1 
sister's daughter 

Unrelated - M 8 

Unrelated - F 96 

Total 182 23 2 5 
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5. The weavers at work 
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The statement below shows the number of those 

who received training from their relatives, such as Father, 

Mother and other kind. Those weavers who are unre

lated to the head of households or the owners of the looms 

are also shown separately from whom they are getting 

their training. 94 female weavers who are unrelated 
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to the head of the households received their training 

from other agencies, viz, the instructors, friends and 

different training centres of the State. Besoes. those related 

to the head are also receiving their training facilities from 

others. 



STATEMENT 

Distribution of persons classified by relationship with the head, the person 

Period engaged Number of 
in the craft persons 

engaged 
in the craft 

1 2 

Less than 5 years 41 

5-9 years 102 

10-19 years 52 

20 + years 20 

Total 215 

Son's wife who received training from 

Mother 

17 

1 

1 

Husband's 
mother 

18 

Number of persons engaged in the craft 

Self (head of the household who receive training from 

Father 

3 

1 

Husband's 
father 

19 

Mother 

4 

1 

Unrelated 

20 

2 

2 

42 

Self ex- Training Unrelated 
perience centre 

5 6 7 

4 

1 2 

3 14 

4 6 

2 8 26 

Number of persons engaged in the craft 
Daughter who received training 
.from 

Father Mother Unrelated 

21 22 23 

3 3 

2 

5 5 2 



111.2 
imparted training and the period engaged in the craft 

who are releated to the head as 

Wife who received training from Son who received training from Wife's sister daughter 
who received 
training from 

Mother Husband Self ex- Training Unrelated Father Mother Unrelated Unrelated 
perience centre 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

3 1 2 

2 2 6 

11 2 2 5 2 

3 3 

15 8 2 4 6 12 2 2 

who are related to the head as 

Wife's sisters son who Sisters who received Wife's sisters who Unrelated (Male) who Unrelated (Female) 
recived training from training from received training from recevied training from who received 

training from 
Training Centre Unrelated Mother Unrelated 

Mother Unr~lated 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

2 3 24 

5 1 67 

, 3 

1 2 8 2 94 
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STATEMENT 

Distribution of persons engaged in the craft classified by relationship with the head, 

Relationship Number of Number of persons who receive training from 

of the member persons Father for the period of Mother for the period of 

with the head engaged 

of the in the Less than 2 years Less than 6 month to 2 years above 

household craft 6 month above 6 month 1 year 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Self (Head of 38 4 5 
the household) 

Wife 35 2 3 

Son 16 12 

Daughter 12 3 2 3 

Sister 2 

Son's wife 5 

Wife's sister 

Wife's sister's 
son 

Wife's sister's 
daughter 

Unrelated 

(male) 8 
Unrelated 
(female) 96 

Total 215 3 21 5 5 9 
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111.3 

the person imparted training and period of training 

Number of persons who receive training from 

Husband for the period of Husband 's mother for the period of 
Less than 
6 month 

B 

3 

3 

2 years 
above 

9 

4 

4 

6 month to 
to 1 year 

10 

45 

2 years above 

11 

1 



STATEMENT 

Distribution of persons engaged in the craft classified by relationship with the head, 

Relationship Number of persons who receive training from 

of the member Husband's father for Mother's sister Self experience for 

with the head the period of for the ~riod of 

of the 2 years above 2 years above Less then 6 months 

household 

12 13 14 

Self (Head of 

the household) 

Wife 1 

Son 2 

Daughter 

Sister 

Son's wife 1 

Wife's sister 

Wife's sIster's son 1 

Wife's sister's 
daughter 1 

Unrelated (male) 

Unrelated (female) 

Total 3 2 1 
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111.3 

the person imparted training and period of training 

Number of persons who receive traininQ from ---------------------------
the period of Others for the period of 

6 month 2 years Less then 6 month to 2 years 

to 1 year above 6 month 1 year above 

15 16, 17 18 19 

2 3 1 22 

1 2 2 15 

1 2 

2 

2 

1 7 

1 93 

1 2 9 4 141 
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From Statement 3.3 above, it is seen that to 
learn the craft work, it will take him or her more than 

two years' time. 183 persons out of 215 could com

plets the course for more than two years. Only 32 
persons coud complete thecourse within a very short 

span of time, that is, less than 1 year. 

There are no terms and conditions in impart

ing the training by relatives, private persons or paties 

is not binding to anyone who receives the training. 

44 persons receive training from relatives, 167 from 

unrelated persons and 4 through practising. Only in 
the Government training centres, the candidate must 
pass or read upto the middle standard or middle 

vernacular and should not be less than 15 years of 
age. Here only female candidated are eligible. 

The trainees who consider themselves as 

having adequate training are 202 mit 215. Those who 

consider as not having adequate training could not 

give reason as to why the training is inadequate. 

These are 161 persons who consider to have better 
training facilities _ in training cum-produc~ion centre 

at Resubelpara, District Triaining Productio in Centre 

at DUma. Besides, the training is imparted in their 
own mother tongue. There is no restriction for il1l>8rting 

training to anyone irrespective of caste, tribe or re

ligion by private parties or by government institutions. 

There are 3 persons who claim to have 

acquired the skill of craftsmanship from father, 11 from 

mother, 4 from husband and 12 from father's mother. 

11 persons claim to have acquired the skill through 

practising. 

Biographical Sketch: 

1. Shri Paresh Sarkar Hajong came to Mad

hupara from baghpara of Mynenshigh District of 
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Bangladesh. He migrated to India in 1947 along with 
his parents. He married in 1959 a giri from the village 

and has 2 sons and 1 daughter. 

His main occupation was cultivation in the early 

years of his stay in the village. He soon learned the art 
of handloom and weaving form a man named Chandra 

Kumar Nath when he was at the age of 14 years. It was 

in 1958 when he met Shri Mohon Das, a demonstrator 

of Handloom and Weaving Department, Assam Gov

ernment, who encouraged and taught him in drawing 

design to improve the craft, Since then, Paresh Sarkar 

engaged himself as a full time worker in the craft and 
eamed a good profit. The prodl£ts by him are dakmanda 

(lungt)., JEthin (Hajong LungO, debra, gumcha, daksari 
bedsheets, towel and ladies shawls. 

Paresh Sarkar Hajong in tum trained the people 

of the village in this art without charging any fees. It 

may be said that Paresh Sarkar Hajong is the architect 

of the present day weaving industry in Madhupara vil

lage. He is respected and honoured by the villagers. 
Though in old age, he still loves to practice weaving in.. 

his workshop along with his trainess. 

Shri Product Hajong of Madhupara village is 

another master craftsmen of handloom and weaving. 

He was born at Haripur of West Garo Hills District in 

1948. He came to this village in 1962, when he was only 

14 years of age. At the age of 16 years, the Master 

craftman, Shri Paresh Sarkar Hajong taught him the 

art of handloom and weaving. Working under Paresh 

Sarkar Hajong he showed his skill and efficiency in the 

craflwork. He soon started his own loom and he has 

at present more than 10 looms. He has also become the 

master craftsman and trained a number of weavers. He 

is the only one who has set up the Chittaranjan loom 
machine in tne village. The products produced by him 

are the same as those produced by Paresh Sarkar Hajong. 



6. The master craftsman at works 
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CHAPTER IV 
MANUFACTURING PROCESS 

Place of work- The place of work of craftsman are 
distributed as follows: 
(1) Part of the dwelling house. 
(2) Workshop owned by the households. 
(3) The training-cum-production centre which is 

owned by the household and owned by the 

district training production centre. 

The following statement shows the di$tribution 
d households and persons engagoo in the craft as relatoo 
to place or work. 

STATEMENT IV.l 

Distribution of households and persons engaged in the craft as related to place of work 

Place of work Number of households where Place of work of persons other than the household is 

of the head of place of work of head of Same as that of head Otherthen the head of 

the household the household (as noted in of household household 
col. 1) Outside the 

within the village 

1 2 3 4 

1. Part of the 
dwelling house 33 197 

2. Workshop 

(a) owned by 
the household 7 7 

(b) owned by 
copperative 
society 6 6 

3. Training cum-
production centre 

(a) owned by the 
household 3 3 

(b) Owned by the 
district training 

product centre 2 2 

Total 51 202 13 
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From the statement aboIIe It is seen that majority 
of the households are working in part of their dwelling 
houses. Out of 51 households 33 of them are working 
in the part of the dwelling house accounting for 64.70%. 
7 households or 13.73% are working In the workshop 
owned by the households, 6 households or 11. n% in 
workshop owned by cooperative society and 5 house
holds or 9.80 % are working in the training cum-produc
tion centre. 

197 persons representing 91.63% are working 
with the head of the households in part of the dwelling 
house, 5 persons representing 2.33% are working in the 
training cum-production centre, 7 persons or 3.26% are 
working In the workshop owned by the head of the 
households and 6 persons or 2.78% are working in
workshop owned by the cooperative society. 

The craftsman are mostly staying close to their 

place of work. The distance to their place of work Is 
mostly less than 1 km. Only 4 persons are fouoo walking 

more than 2 Kms but less that 5 kms to their place 
cI work. Transport by vehldes Is not necessary for them. 

The occupied area of the place of work varies 
from 3 sq. mtrs. to 25 sq. mts. Single worker occupy 
the area mostly between 6 to 10 sq. mts. 2 to 5 and 6 

workers above reqLire sufliciert space for their work which 
varied from 6 to 10 is more than 25 sq. metres. Most of 
the workers consider the occupied area of the place of 
the work as adequate according to the number of work
ers engaged the rein. 

Duration of work In the handicraft : 

The follOWing statement shows the number of persons 
engaged in the craft by broad age group and duration 
of work. 

STATEMENT IV.2 

Distribution of workers by broad age group and duration of work in the handicraft. 

Age group Duration of work 
in the handicraft 

Number of households 
engaged in handicraft 

Number of persons other than 
the head of the household 
engaged in the handicraft 

0-14 Less than 5 years 

15-34 Less than 5 years 
5-9 years 

35+ 5-9 years 
10-19 years 
20 years above 

Total 

It is seen from the above statement that the 
duration of work in the handicraft among the workers 
varies according to age group. In age group 15-34 there 
are 20 males and 45 females whose duration of work is 
between 5 and 9 years and in age group 35 and above, 

6 

8 

2 
14 
21 

51 

51 

M 

1 

20 

2 
7 

30 

F 

4 

45 

12 
49 
24 

134 

there are 2 malesand 49 females whose duration of 
work is between 10-1 9 years. Among the head of the 
households we find that the majority of them whose 
duration of work is more than 20 years belong to age 
group of 35 years and above. 



Purity and pollution associated with the craft : 

According to the SIJVej na: a singe hotBehdd 

belonging to any caste/tribe/community or religion, 
has reported about the purity or pollution associated 
with the craft. They are not required to observe any
thing as such and they take it as the occupation by itself. 

Different handicraft objects and their use: 

The foRowing are the different handicraft objects and their 
uses. 

1. Dakmanda (Garo Lungi) : It is a beautifully decorated 
piece cj doth used by the Garo women as a substitute 
for a ~ri worn by plains women. Garo weavers 
generally use coloured cotton yarn for this cloth. This 
cld:h is similar to that used by the M izos and the Nagas. 
Mostly the designs of the Garo Lungi are crafted 
with diamond designs on top and bottom. Each 
household coud produce 5 to 10 lunges ina month 
whereas in the commercialised workshop, the 

. craftsman could produce more than 20 lungies in a 
month. The sized Dakmanda is generally 48" width 
and 72" length. 

2. Pathin (Hajong Lungi) : This piece of cotton cloth has 
a simple design with stripes on top and bottom of 
it. The colour of this cloth is usually blue, red or 
green. This cloth is usually put on only by the Hajong 
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women, Their dress is a bit different from that of the 
Garos. The Hajong women put on this cloth covering 
the IJrecS up to the legs. The size d the ddh is generaly 
50" width and 80" length. 

3. Daksari (Garo Lungi) : It is similar to Dakmanda in size 
but it is simply a plain cotton cloth with a line design 
bordering the top and bottom of the cloth. It is worn 
in place of Dakmanda. 

4. Gona Rekhing : It is a small piece of cloth generally 
used by the Garo women of the interior places in 
place of the dakrnanda. The average size of the cloth 
is half the size of dakrnanda. It is worn from the waist 
to the knee. 

5. Gumcha : It is generally used as a towel. The cloth 
is plain having borders of coloured threads. 

6. Debra: it is a piece of cloth used for carrying baby 
at the back. The average size of the cloth is 32" by 
95" . 

7. Other products are bed sheets, bed cover, mosquito 
nets and bags. 

The statement IV.3 gives the average number 
of each item manufactured in a month and seasonal 
vacation in the production of each item in the surveyed 
village. 

.- . 



STATEMENT IV.3 

Distribution of households manufacturing objects by number of item manufactured in a month and seasonal 
variation in the production of the items as related to educational level of the head of the household 

Educational Name of handicraft Number of house- Number reporting number Number of households reported 

level items manufactured holds manufactu- of items manufactured in having seasonal variation In the 
ring handicraft 
items' 

1 2 3 

Illiterate Dakmanda, Daksari 18 
Debra, Gumcha 

Literate without 
Educational 
level 

Pirimary or Oakmanda, Oaksari, 10 
Junior Basic Shawls, Bedsheets, 

Towels, Mosquits nets 

Middle Dakmanda, Daksari, 18 
Debra, Gumcha, 
Pattins 

Matriculation Dakmanda, Gumcha, 5 
or Higher Shawls, Mosquits nets, 
Secondary Bedsheets. 

and above 

Raw Meterials used : 

Cotton is the basic raw material used in weav
ing. Various types of years of different qualities rang
ing from 2/10 to 2/80 in single are generally used by 
the weavers. 

The co-operative societies supply yarn to the 
weavers but it is not sufficient to meet their require
ments. The weavers have to purchase yarn from the 

a month ~roduction of the item 
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Less than 10 and Number of cultivating 
10 above households period 

4 5 6 7 

18 

10 

18 3 3 

5 

market to meet their requirement. Some weavers have 
to go to different places inside and outside the State 
to purchase the raw materials used for different Items. 
The following statement shows the number of house
holds which procure raw materials from different places 
and the mode of transport. It may be noted that the 
households do not face any problem in procuring raw 
materials. 



Different kinds Dakmanda 
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Different products of handicraft 

. 1 

Shawls used Gam 



STATEMENT IV.4 

Raw materials used for manufacture of different items, places from where procurred and made of transport 

Name of raw 
materials used 
for making the 
handicraft 
items 

Number of Number of households which have procured raw materials from 
households Mendipathar Gauhati Mendi trai- Shillong Tura 
using the ning centre 
raw material On foot Bicycle Transport On foot Transport On foot 

Lushai thread (wool) 
Cotton yarn 
Polyster 
Jute fibre 

2 3 

17 1 
32 6 

1 

4 5 6 7 8 

1 12 2 

3 22 1 
1 

1 

STATEMENT IV.5 

Average normally consumption of raw materials of the households 

Name of raw materials used Number of households 

Lushai thread (wool) 17 

Cotton yarn 32 

Polyster 

Jute Fibre 

The above statem91t shows the average monthly 
consumption of different raw materials used for differ
ent items. The main raw materials used the cotton yarn 
of different sizes. Some of them are of sizes 2/10, 2/20, 
2/40, 2/80 etc. The common size which is usually 
used by the weavers is 2/40. 15 bundles of mutha 
of the yarn is equal to 3 kilograms. Wool is the main raw 
material of Lushai shawl. Wool is brought from Shillong 
and also some quantity from Mendipathar. Gauhati is 
the main area where the other raw materials are avail
able in plenty and at a lower price. 

Manufacturing techniques : 

The manufacturing techniques pass through a 
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Average monthly consumption 

2103 bundles each 

5400 mutha or 1080 kg. 

10 Kg. 

series of processes. The first stage may be called 
preparatory stage in which the cotton yarn in the form 
of hanks, has to be prepared by the weavers before 
weaving. Different stages in the manufacture of different 
items are as follows :-

Winding :- Winding means transferring the yarn from 
general hanks to bobbins. The hanks yarn is placed 
on a vertical bamboo swift and revloves on a pivot which 
is called "Charkhi" and the yarn is wound on the bobbil 
with the aid of a Charkha. The object of winding is to get 
a continous thread of considerably greater length than 
that contained in the hank and to place it in a compact 
operation of warping. 



Winding and warping process 
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Warping drum filled in the loom machine 

Different accessories of loom. machine 
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Warping :. In this process usually two types of frames 

are used. One is a small frame, where thick and thin 

bamboos of needle type are fitted. Another is a big 

frame where bobbins ranging from 50 numbers to 80 

numbers of different colours of thread are fitted verti

cally. Side by side, the warping drums made of bamboo 
is fitted on two srandsfixed on the floor in such a way 

as to allow the drums to roll freely by which a warpers's 

beam being ready, is placed in the appropriate position 

in the loom. 

Bobhara :- The next process is known as "Bobhara" or 

looming the warp. The warping drum is fitted into the 

steel boN, yam boN and reed boN. Then the drum together 

with yarn bow, steel bow and reed bow are fitted into the 

loom machine which is the next process of loaming the 

warp. The warper beam being ready, is placed in the 

apporopriate position in the loom. The loom machine 

consists of yarn bow, lower bow and design bow. 

Shedding:- Looming of the warp being completed the 

next preliminaries to actual weaving should be taken 

in hand. As one of the treadles is depressed by the foot, 

the healds connected with the treadle go down while 

those connected with other treadles go up forming an 

opening in the warp known as ·shed'. The shuttle move 

through this shed and weaves. 

Now having discussed the different processes 

of weaVing., let us see how the loom is actually operated 

by a weaver. There are three principle motions which 

govern the art of weaving viz, the shedding motion, the 

picking motion and the beating motion. The shedding 

motion consists of depressing the treadle by one foot 

which results in making an opening in the warp thread. 

The picking motion consists in propelling the shuttle by 

giving an oblong pull to the handle. The beating motion 

means drawing the steel bow forward with the object 

of lightening the warp yarn. Dexterity in weaving de

pends on how quickly these three motions are affected 
in a concerted manner. 

Charkhi or hank stand :- It is an implement made of 

bamboo sticks which revolves freely on a piVOt. While 

flling up the bobbins, the cage revolves on a pivot or 

on an age and in thi3 way the thread is released and fed 
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to the bobbin. Cotton thread is generally available in 

hanks of fixed lengths. These hanks are placed on 

the hank stand and the thread is released and wound 

on the bobbins fitted on the wheel spindle. 

Bobbins:- They are hollowed cylinders. The one which 

is smaller in size is used in the boat shaped shuttles and 

the dher whk::h is a bit larger is used as a pim for preparing 

warp threads round the warping sticks. The end of the 

thread is taken out of the eyelet provided on the side of 

the shuttle so that the thread is released from the bobbin 

smoothly. The large bobbins or pirms which may be 

called 'spools' are comperativly thicker in size. Warp 

thread are wound around these. 

Bobbin winder:- It is a hand driven implement having 

a spindle on which bobbins are inserted to wound 

thread over it. For village weavers the spinning wheel 

serves as a bobbin winder. Bobbin is inserted into the 

spindle attached to the spinning wheel. As soon as the 

wheel moves the bobbins over the spindle revolves. 

The thread is released from hank stand called "Cnarki" 

which feeds the bOObins. The spinnilg wheel is commoriy 

known as "Charkha". 

Shuttle :- it is a small wooden structure made into two 

or three shapes. it is used for a passing the weft thread 

from left to right and vice versa through the shed made 

by the warp threads. Among the common shuttles used, 

there is one which is shaped like a boat. The other one 

is like a simple round piece of hollowed cut wood or 

bamboo. The boat shaped shuttle has a metallic spindle 

fitted into its cavity. On one side of the shuttle two small 

eyelets are provided. The end of the weft thread wound 

over the bobbin is passed through one of the eyelets 

with fingers. Now the weaver takes the shuttle near 

his mouth as if to kiss it and draws the thread in bet'.Wen 

his lips. Just for this reason probably, the shuttle is called 

"Kiss shuttle". This shuttle is mainly used in fly shuttle 

loom. 

Disign: 

The task of making design in weaving requires 

a high degree of skill on the part of the eweavers. Such 

skil is found to be hereditary or traditional in character. 



The design used in weaving in the state by different tribes 

and communities are primitive and local, carrying 
some peculiar significance but of no religions signifi

cance. Due to long experience in the craft, the expert 
weavers sometimes invent new techniques and designs. 
During the survey, it was found there are two 

households who have introduced new designs. The 

main designs usually crafted are of square or diamond, 
flower designs, spotted desings and stripes designs 
which are given all along the borders of the cloth on 

both ends or multiple stripes in the middle of the cloth. 

The Garo Lungis (Dakmanda) are usually in 
stripe, with diamond design whereas the Pathin of 
Hajong Lungis are plain but in different colours. The 
gamchas are also plain in different coloures. All commu-
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nities, whether Garos of Hajong of Rabhas use their 
own techniques and designs as stated earlier. There 'is 
no myth or legnd associated with the design. 

As has been stated, out of 51 households, only 
2 households have introduced new designs viz, floral, 
diamond and scenery. In these households, the craftmen 

are those who have paSed matriculation of higher sec

ondary. These designs have been introdused only re
cently, i.e. less than 5 years to meet public demand. 

Dilma is the only village having the production 

centre in the State that has the hand block printing 
works for producing different types of printing designs 
on different handicraft items. 



CHAPTER -V 

MARKETING 

The different handicraft items produced and the purpose 
for which they are made have been briefly described in 
the previous chapter. The approximate quantity of dif-

ferent items manufactured per year by the households 

and the purpose for which they are produced are shown 

in the following statement. 

STATEMENT V.1 

Number of households manufacturing different handicraft items classified by quantity produced 

Numbers of households reported lr.lving produced the quantity of 

Handicraft items Number of 

households 1·10 11-25 26-50 51-100 101 + 
Domestic Cash Domes- Cash Ceremo- Domes- Cash Domes- Cash Domes- Cash 

tic nial tic tic tic 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

[)eksari 14 2 12 

Shirting 2 2 

Bedcover 

Bedsheets 22 2 4 16 

Shawls 3 2 

Mekhla chaddars 4 2 

Gumr.hll 3 

Bags 1 

Dakmanda 33 6 2 4 2 19 

Towels 20 20 

Pathin 20 4 16 

Mosquito nets 20 17 3 

Debra 12 2 10 
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The above statement shows the average quan

tity produced per annum by the households. The most 

popular among the handicraft items is 'dakmanda'. 33 
households out of 51 households are found to have 

produced this item and out of them 19 households 

could produce at the quantity of 101 above per annum. 

2 households could produce between 51-100 and 12 

househods between 11-25. In terms of quantity, next to 

dakmands comes the towels and pathin which are 

produced more than 100 per annum by 20 households 

respectively. Other kems are produced in very less quan

tity. 

From the statement above it is seen that the items 

are produced for domestic use, for cash and also 

ceremonial purposes. The only item used for cere

monial purposes is dakmanda. Out of 33 households, 4 

households produce at the quantity of 11-25 for cere

monial purposes, 6 households for domestic purposes 

and 2 households for cash at the quantity of 11-25. The 

remaining 19 households produce at the quantity of more 

than 109 for cash. Towels are produced by 20 house

hods at the quantity of 100 above for cash only. Pathin 

is produced by 20 households one of which 16 house

holds produce at the quantity of more than 100 for 

cash and 4 households at the quantity of 11-25 for 

domestic use only. Other items are produced more for 

sale than for domestic use. 

Disposal of products : 

There are many local markets and hats in both 

districts of Garo Hills where the products are dis

posed of. These hats and markets which are out side 

the surveyed villges are held weekly and bi-weekly. These 

markets or hats cover a large number of vUlages where 

people from near and far come for buying their neces

sities and also for selling their products. 

The fdlcming statemant shoos the approxmate quantit) 

of different handicraft item sold in different hats and 

markets. 

STATEMENT V.2 

Quantity sold per annum of different handicraft items 
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STATEMENT V.3 

Households classified by quantity of finished products sold and channels through which it is disposed 

off by prod uction 

Name of finished Number of Quantity sold by house- Number of households disposal of the 

products produ- Households holds in broad ranges finished prod through 

ced manufac-

turing the Broad Number of Directly to the Middle man in D.T.P.C. Handloom 

items ranges households consumer in (Dilma) corporation 

in in 
100% 60% 100% 40% 100% 100% 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Oak Sari 14 1-10 4 4 

11-25 8 8 

101+ 2 

Shirting 2 101+ 2 1 

Bed Cover 1 26-50 

Bed Sheet 22 1-10 20 10 10 

26-50 2 2 

Shawl 4 1-10 3 2 

11-25 

Mekhla 1 51-100 1 

Mekhla chadar 3 51-100 2 

101+ 

Dakmanda 33 1-10 5 5 

11-25 5 5 

26-50 

51-100 2 

101+ 20 10 10 

Gumcha 3 26-50 2 

101+ 

Bag 2 11-25 1 

51-100 

Towel 20 1-10 20 10 10 

Pathin 20 101+ 20 10 10 

Mosqito net 20 1-10 20 10 10 
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Educational level 

of the head of 

the household 

Illiterate 

Uterate without 

educational level 

Primary or 

Junior Basic 

Middle 

Matricualation or 

Higher Secondary 

and above 

STATEMENT 

Terms and conditions and margin of profit related to sale of finished products through 

Name of the 

handicraft 

items 

2 

Dakmanda, Pathin, 

Bed sheet, Towel, 

Mosquito net 

Dakmanda,gumcha, 

Debra 

Dak Sari 

Dak Sari, Dakmanda, 

gumcha Debra 

Dakmanda, Pathin, 

Bedsheet, Towel 

Mosquito net 

Gumcham Pathin 

Dakmanda, 

Dak Sari 

gumcha debra 

Dakmanda , Pathin, 

Bedsheet, Towel, 

Mosquito net 

Sari 

Dakmanda, gumcha, 

mekhla, bedsheet, 

Number of 

households 

manufactur

ing Handi

craft items 

3 

12 

2 

3 

7 

5 

Daksari, Bed cover 3 

DAkmanda, shaw, 

Beg, gumcha, 

Daksari, Bedcover, 

Bed sheet 4 

Number of households sale the items through 

Directly to the consumer and Middlemen 

20% 

4 

12 

3 

5 

2 
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the margin of profit on term 

25% 30% 

5 6 

As 5/- As. 1 s/- conditions 

to 

As.l0/-

7 

to 

Rs.25/-

8 

4 

on contract 

basis 

Supplying of 

raw material 

making change 

of the items/ 

Govt. rate 

9 



V.4 

different chanels classified by educatonal level of the head of the household 

Margin of profit Other chanels 

Shirting Rs.5/- Rs.15/- D.T.P.C. Dilma Handloom Corporation Bazar 
Rs.4/- per mtr. to to Loans/advance or 
Mekhla chadar Rs. 8/- Rs.10/- Rs.25/ recieved from Other Margin of Other Margine. hats 
per mtr. the chemal profit of profit 
Daksari As.6/- Only raw As.6/-per Rs.6/-per Cash Pay-
per mtr. matirial mtr.as meter ment of 10% 

weaver the rate of 

charge hole sale 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

2 2 

7 7 3 
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It is seen from the statement above that 
dakmanda Pathin and towels are sold at the quantity 
of more than 100 per annum. Other items are old a 
different ranges ~ccording to the quantity produced by 
the households. 

The statement V.3 shows the quantity of finish 

products sold to different agencies by proporiton. 

The above statement shows that most of the 
finish products are sold cent percent to middle men 
who ad as traders. Some products are also. sold directly 
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to consumers. Very few are sold to the Handloom Cor
poration' Meghalaya, Shillong. The man reason is that 
the producers do not get immediate payment but 
have to wait till their products are sold by the Corpo

ration. Local as well as external demands for finish prod

ucts are met fully by the producers. 

The statement shows V.4 the Terms and Con

ditions, and margin of profit related to sale of finished 
products through different channels dassified by edu
cational level of the head of the Household. 



CHAPTER VI 

CRAFT AND EMPLOYMENT 

The history of origin and development of the craft 

in Madhupara has already been explained in Chapter 1 
and also in Chapter" of this monograph. The history 

of origin and development of the craft of Dilma and 

Dapgiri villages could not be explained by the villagers 

and no such information are available from any source. 

The follONing statement shows the distribution of house
holds engaged in the craft in the three selected villages 

during different period of time. 

STATEMENT VI.1 

Distribution of households reported about starting the craft in the selected villages classified by the number 

of the head of the households 

Name of village Number of 

households 

Number of households reported about starting the craft 

Madhupara 

Dimla 

Dapgiri 

Total: 

2 

20 

20 

11 

51 

Before 

1900 

3 

The statement above shows that 35 house

holds representing 68.62% have started the craft after 

1947. In Dima village 2 households have reported starting 

the craft between 1932-1946. 14 households did not kno.vn 

when that craft was started in the village. Out of 51 

practising households, there are 6 households who have 

engaged in the craft for less than 5 years, 10 households 

for 5-9 years, 14 households to 10-"19 years and 21 

households for more than 20 years. 

It is seen as has already been stated in chapter I 

that the number of households engaged in the craft 
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Behveen Behveen Behveen After 

1900- 1916- 1932- 1947 

1915 1931 1946 

4 5 6 7 

15 

2 12 

8 

2 35 

Period 

not 

known 

8 

5 

6 

3 

14 

increases during the decades. The number of house

holds has increased tremendously from the decade 1940-

1950 onwards. The main reason reported during the 

survey is that many of those migrant households who 

have no lands have shifted their traditional occupation 

from CUltivation to weaving. Thus, this has paved way 
to employment in the industry. 

The statement VII.2 shows the number of households 
having associated with this craft and the method by 

which associated. 



STATEMENT VI.2 

Households reported having associated with the craft classified by religion, caste/tribe/community of 
the head of the households and the methods by which associated with the craft 

Religion Castel Number of 

Tribel households 

community engaged in 

the craft 

1 2 3 

HINDU Hajong (ST) 20 

Kayastha 2 

Kachari(ST) 

Kaiborta (ST) 

Namasudra (SC) 2 

Rabha 8 

CHRISTIAN Garo (ST) 16 

ISLAM Muslim 1 

Out of 51 households, 34 are found to have been 

associated w~h the craft through training and 17 through 

traditional, that is, the craft was haOOed down from father 

to son and so on. The craftman receive training gen

erally from their own households like father, mother, 

Households reported having 

associated with the craft Remarks 

through the method 

Traditional Training 

4 5 6 

20 

2 

1 

5 3 

11 5 

husband or wife and other relatives. 
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The statement Vl.3 sheNt's the grCM1h of the craft duimg 

different periods of time according to the field data 

collected from these selected vllages on a sample basis. 



STATEMENT VI.3 

Growth of the craft In the sample households during different period classified by broad age groups 

Broad age group No. of house- No. of households reported about engaged In the craft in the 
of the head holds engaged 

of household In the craft 
Before 
1940 

2 3 

0-14 

15-24 14 

35-59 30 

60+ 7 

Total 51 

From the statement above, it is seen that there 
has been an increase in the number of households 
engaged in the craft upto the period 1971-80. The 
increase during the decades work out of 67 per cent 

from 1940 to 1960, 160 per cent from 1960 to 1970 and 
31 per cent from 1970 to 1900. Though there Is an increase 
in the number of households upto 160 per cent during 
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vUlage during the period 

1940- 1951- 1961- 1971- At present 
1950 1960 1970 1980 (1986) 

4 5 6 7 8 

5 6 3 

3 6 11 10 

3 2 2 

3 5 13 17 13 

1960-1970, it suddenly drops down to only 31 per cent 
duirlng 1971,1980. 

The statement VI.4 shows the reason reported 
by the households for variation in the number of house
holds and persons engaged in the craft during the last 
four decades classified by broad age groups of the head 
of the household. 



STATEMENT VI.4 

Reasons for· variation In the number of households and persons engaged In the craft during 
the last four decades 

Broad age group Number of Number of households reported reason for 

of the head of household Increase In the number of No. sbstantlal Increase 

households engaged in households and persons in the number of house-
the craft engaged In the craft during holds and persons enga-

last four decades ged in the craft during 

Lucra-
tive 

2 3 

0-14 

15-34 14 7 

35-59 30 11 

60+ 7 2 

Total 51 20 

It is seen from the above statement that 22 
households have reported employment and 20 have 
reported lucrative as the reasons for the increase in the 
number of households and person engaged in the craft 
during the last four decades. 4 households have re
ported receiving less income from the industry and 2 
have reported that it is difficult to carry on the indus
try as the work requires high skill and training. It may be 
mentioned here that the craft is not in a moribund stage 
neither the craft has been disintegrated by the house
hold. 

All the practising households agreed that the 
craft can be rejuvenated by menas of leans from the 
Government and also by giving them proper training. 
Out of 51 households, 33 households whose heads are 
literate and 18 households are illite rete are in favour of 
rajuvenating the craft. 
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last four decades 
Emloy- Others Less income Difficult 
ment 
4 5 6 7 

7 

12 2 3 2 

3 

22 3 4 2 

Attitude and opinion of practising non-practising 
craftsman towards the craft : 

The Hajong community as alrea1y discussed 
earfier, were purusing cultivation as their traditional 
worker but after their migration to India they gave up 
CUltivation and engaged themsleves in weaving. They 
now claim that weaving is the source of livelihood to 
them and consider the work as lucrative one. In 
Madhupara and Dilma almost all the household of 
craftsman coulC: ;mprove their economic conditions by 
keeping more looms machines and some households 
even could purchase the lastest machines thus employ
ing more craftsman in the work. Out of 16 households 
belonging to the Garo Scheduled tribe, 10 of them 
claim that this craft is a source of livelihood to them. 
Other non-practising craftsman consider it as a non· 
lucrative job because according to them the demand 
for their products is less due to the high prices and low 
quality of the products. 



There are a many as 44 households who have 
been able to Improve their economic condltlq,ns due 
to Increase demand for the prOducts and 7 househods 
could not improve their economic conditions due to 
In-sufficiency of funds. 

It is found that all practising households want 
to have their children engaged in the craft. They want 
that their work should be hereditary that is, should pass 
on from °father to son and so on. 

Scope for development the craft : 

The industry has been facing a number of 
difficulties In Its stride. Mention may be made among 
these viz. shortage of capital, non-avaUabillty of yarn 
regularly at reasonable price, marketing problems of 
the finished products, slow adoptation of the newap
pliances etc. The department of industries has taken 
up all possible measures to re-organise the co-oprative 
institutions and extend all possible Govemment assis
tance to develop this indUstry in all possible way by 
removing the difficulties so far faced by the weavers. As 
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a result of the sustained efforts of the department, the 
number of fly-shuttle looms Is Increasing thus replac
ing slowly the use of loin looms. Villages In the interior 
cannot avalla of the facilities given by the different train
ing centres. Thus demonstration In the use of fly shuttle 
looms are to be arranged by posting demonstrators in 
the interior. Each demonstrator is assigned a number 
of villages In a particular area. His works indude main
tenance of looms and improving the designs and works
manship etc., of the craftsman. It has been observes 
that yam avaDabie in the local markets is of compara
tively poor quality and high price. Hence arrange
ments should be made by the government through 
marketing organisation. Marketing organisation is the 
primary function which would help In the production, 
procurement and sale of finished products collected 
from weavers at reasonable prices, and also to ad
vance looms, wherever necessary In order ensure 
regular flow of production at reasonable prices. In 
order to encourage and assist the weavers to produce 
improves artides for sale, grant in aid are to be given in 
deserving cases. 





CHAPTER VII 

CONCLUSION 

Handloom weaving is an important cotage in
dustry of the state and to some of the tirbes viz, the 
Hajong and the Garos, weaving is their traditional oc
cupation. However, most of the weavers of the state are 
not professional workers in the trade. In the past this 
industry was very popular and was practised almost 
aU households among the tribal communities. It was 
considered that a woman shoUd known the art of weaving 
which was her pride and her qualification for marriage. 
However, weaving was taken as a subsidiary occu
pation aoo cultivation was their main source of liVelihood. 
It was found during the survey that the HaJong 
community depend on weaving as their main source of 
livelihood. This is because they cotid ncl have enough 
land for cultivation after their migration from Bangla

desh. 

It is found that the practising households 
especially among the Hajong community want their 
children to engage in the craft. The reason Is that they 
want that the work should be continued by their chil
dren. Availabl1ity ci raN materal and market are the factors 
that encouraged them to continue the. craft. The reasons 
M stated by them may be genuine. Bli those househdds 
of craftsman not practising the craft have expressed a 
different view. They want to educate their children so 
that they can get a better job and have a better living. 

Out of 15 households of craftsman who are not 
practising the craft under study all of them are having 
members with necessary skill to engage in the craft. 
But they have switched over to other works as their 
main occupation. According to them, this industry 
is not giving . enough remunaratlon and their products 
cannot stand in the face of competition in the market 
with factory made products, Moreover, those non
practising craftsman do not have enough fund and 
training and thier products are inferior quality to those 
produced by the practising craftsman. 

Paresh Sarkar Hajong and Product Hajong, 
craftsman of Madhupara village, opinion that the craft 
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products In the past were not so mush In demand. 
Therefore, they could not depend their livelihood on .the 
craft works but had too take to cultivation as their main 
occupation. The craftsman could earn Rs. 6 only per 
day which was not sufficient for them to maintain their 
family. At present, this industry is according to them, 
very much encouragable, as transport services are 
reaching the villages and merchants are coming to 
buy the items direc!ty from the craftsman. 

Traders and mk:idlemen purchase the handloom 
cloths or products from these hats and In tum sell 
them in other different markets, Mostly, the weavers 
sell thler products to the merchants In a bulk. Thus the 
weavers, in most cases take the role of traders. The 
weavers have no marketing organisation of thler own, 
and as a result they are forced to sell their products In 
buyer's market at a price, better than the price offered 
by the Co-operative Societies. Moreover, thay have 
to obtain their raw materials from the seller's market. 
As such the weavers can easily be exploited by the 
traders and merchants. For better marketing of hand
loom and other products of cottage Industry, Govern
ment emporia are set up In a few centres. But these 
have not been of much help because it Is reported that 
officially the emporia cannot purchase any and fNery 
product offered for sale by the weavers. They only 
make purchases of certain products at specified rates 
and even for these purchase they do not make imme
diate payments to the weavers and payments wOI be 
made only when their products are sold by them. Hence 
the weavers cannot afford to wait till the products are 
sold by the emporia. 

For development of the craft and the potenti
ality to generate more employment opportunities, 
financial assistance to the craftsmen by the govern
ment through the cooperative societies, banks etc is 
necessary. Proper training through trainlng-clm-produc
tlon centre is necessary. Under the 20 point progamme 
certain areas of development such as Intensive 
Handloom dfNeiopment project and co-operatlve 



coverage in respect of weaving have been launched 
to boost up the quality productioin there by uplifting 
the ecooomic condition of the rural artisan and providing 
gainful employment to the poor section. The implemen
tation of the Integrated Rural Development Programme 
would also help in improving the lot of the poor weav
ers. 

The government through co-operative socie
ties and sales emporia should forward to purchase the 
craft products directly from the craftsman at a reason
able price and should not wait till their products are sold 
but pay them immediately by cash. To improve their 
products and also to reduce the cost of manufacture 
c1 different haroicraft items., the government should take 
necessary step to modernise the process of their manu
facture. Ordinary loom machines used by the crafts-
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man. should be replaced by improved fly-hlttle loom 
machines such as Chitaranjan loom machines and 
Jackquard loom machines and also to popularlse new 
block priniting machines. These new machines will not 
in any way affect or endanger the traditional craft of the 
weavers rather they would help them to boost up pro
duction. 

It is found that the raw cotton produced in 
Garo Hills districts is transported and sold outside 
the state. The Government should set up industries 
to process the cotton produced locally into yam and 
thread and supply the materials to the weavers. This wUl 
help the weaver to get the yam and thread at a cheaper 
rate. As it is now, the traders are bringing the yam and 
thread from outside the State at a very high price. 

.. 



Appendix Tables 



TABLE 1 
Distribution of population living in sampled household classified by sex and marital status 

Age group Never Married Divorced Widow Total 

Married or Population 

Separated 

M F M F M F M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

0-4 22 15 37 22 15 

5-9 20 18 38 20 18 

10-14 13 17 30 13 17 

15-19 14 18 32 14 18 

20-24 14 13 9 24 61 23 38 

25-29 7 10 15 22 55 22 33 

30-34 7 11 1 19 7 12 

35-44 14 11 3 29 14 15 

45-54 13 4 19 13 6 

55-69 7 3 5 16 7 9 

70 + 2 5 2 3 

A.N.S. 

TOTAL 90 92 67 76 11 5 341 157 184 
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TABLE: 2 

Distribution of population classified by age, sex and educational level 

Literate with- Educational level 

Age group Total Population Illiterate out educa- Primary or Matriculation or 
tional level Junior Basic Middle Higher secon-

dary and above 

P M F M F M F M F M F M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

All Age 341 157 184 53 65 3 15 44 63 46 40 11 1 

0-4 37 22 15 22 15 

5-9 38 20 18 7 2 2 9 11 6 

10-14 30 13 17 2 3 9 9 2 4 

15-19 32 14 18 2 6 14 9 

20-24 61 23 38 7 17 7 14 8 6 

25-34 74 29 45 3 5 12 26 10 12 4 

35 + 69 36 33 12 21 2 5 2 12 8 7 

AN.S. 
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TABLE: 

Distribution of workers and non-workers classified by 

Number of workers and non-workers by age- age group 
Name of the All Ages 0-14 :lears 

CastejTribe/ Total Population Workers Non-workers Non-workers 
Community 

p M F P M F P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Garo (S.T.) 96 50 46 42 20 22 54 30 24 37 20 17 

Hajong(S.T.) 168 79 89 129 55 74 39 24 15 35 24 11 

Rabha 36 12 24 21 7 14 15 5 10 13 4 9 

Kachari 6 5 4 3 2 2 1 

Koiborto (S.C.) 6 5 2 4 4 4 4 

Namasudra (S. C) 13 6 7 6 2 4 7 4 3 7 4 3 

Kayastha 14 7 7 4 2 2 10 5 5 8 3 5 

Muslim 2 2 1 

Total 341 157 184 210 89 121 131 68 63 105 55 50 

Note :- There was no worker in 0-14 age group and non-workers in 35-59 age group. 
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3 

sex, caste/tribe/community and brood age-group 

Number of workers and non-workers by age-age group 
15-34 years 35-59 years 60 + years 

Workers Non-workers Workers Workers Non-workers 

p M F P M F P M F P M F P M F 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

22 9 13 16 10 6 16 9 7 4 2 2 1 

101 40 61 26 13 13 2 2 4 4 

17 6 11 4 3 2 

2 2 1 2 1 1 

1 

4 4 2 2 

1 2 2 2 

1 

149 55 94 19 12 7 54 29 25 7 5 2 7 6 
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Place of work 

Part of dwelling 

WORKSHOP 

(a) Owned by the 
household 

(b) Owned by the 
co-operative 
Society 

Number of 
persons 
engaged in 

the craft 

2 

197 

7 

6 

TRAINING CUM PROD-

UCTION CENTRE 

(a) Owned by the 3 
household 

(b) Owned by the 

D.T.P.C 2 

Any other 

Total 215 

TABLE: 

Place of work of Person's, engaged in the craft classified by 

Occupied area of the place of work 

Less than 3sq.mts. 3-5sq. mts and number of persons 
and number of persons working at the place of 

working at the place of work noted in col.l 

work noted in col.- 1 

Single 2-5 6+ Single 2-5 6-10 11 + 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

3 3 

3 3 
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4 

area occupied and number of persons working therein 

0-10 sq. mts. and number 11-16 sq. mts. and number 17-24 sq. mts. and 25 sq. mts. and number 

of persons working of persons working number of persons of persons working 

of the place of work at the place of work working at the place at the place of work 

noted in col. 1 noted in col. 1 of work noted in col. 1 noted in col. 1 

Single 2-5 6-10 11 + Single 2-5 6-10 11 + Single 2-5 6-10 11 + Single 2-5 6-1011+ 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

5 8 2 2 1 3 2 1 

2 5 

3 3 

1 2 

2 

5 8 2 2 3 2 1 8 1 12 
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Table 

Design used in the manufacture of Handicrafts Items classified by the persons who prepared the design, 

Number of Households reporting design 
Educational level Name of Disign Number of 
of the Head of the (Floral, Scenary, Households 
Household animal molif, making use Less than 10 years and prepared by 

Hunting'scene of the design 
etc.) 

Daughter Mother Wife's Mother's Self Wife 
Mother Sister 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Illiterate Floral, Diamond 2 1 

Floral 

Plain 2 

Stripe, spoted 12 

Flower, Square 

L1ferate with out Floral 

Educational level 

Primary or Floral, Diamond 4 2 
Junior Basic Plain 1 

Stripe, Spoted 3 
Flower, Square 

Floral 2 

Middle Floral, 9 2 
Diamond 

Floral 3 

'Diamond 1 

Stripe, Spoted. 5 
Flower, Square 

Marticulation Floral, Diamond 3 2 
or 
Higher Scondary Floral 2 
and above Scondary 2 
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5 

his relation with the head of the Households, Period when introduced in educational level of the Head. 

as traditional is in use since 

10 -19 years and prepared by 

Mother Wife's daughter Wife 
Mother 

10 11 12 13 

1 

4 

1 

20 + years and 

prepared by 

Son's Wife 
Wife 

14 15 

83 

Number of households reporting design as 
non-traditional and it is use since 

5-9 years and 10+ years and prepared 

prepared by by 

Wife Self 

16 17 

12 

3 

5 

2 



TABLE: 6 
Distribution of Population classified by Age, Sex and Marital Status 

Age-Group Never Married Widow Divorced Total 

Married or Separated Population 

p M F P M F P M F P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

0-4 10 4 6 10 4 6 

5-9 19 11 8 19 11 8 

10-14 14 5 9 14 5 9 

15-19 4 2 2 4 2 2 

20-24 6 4 2 1 1 1 f 8 4 4 

25-29 4 4 1 1 5 5 

30-34 8 2 6 8 2 6 

35-44 6 4 2 6 4 2 

45-54 6 5 6 5 1 

55-69 2 1 1 2 1 4 2 2 

70 + 1 1 1 2 2 

A.N.S. 

TOTAL 53 26 27 28 13 15 4 2 2 1 1 86 41 45 
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TABLE: 7 

Distribution of Households classified by age and Sex of Head of the Household and number of Members 

Age of Number of household Number of Households Having members 

Head of by sex of head of the 
Household household 3 4 5 6-7 8-9 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Below 20 M 

F 

20-29 M 

F 

30-39 M-4 

F 

40-49 M-5 2 
F-

50-59 M-1 

F-

60+ M-4 3 
F-1 

A.N.S. M 

F 

Total M-14 3 2 6 3 
F-1 
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TABLE: 

D.istribution of workers and non-workers classified by 

CastejTribe Total Number of workers and non-worker's by Age - group 

community Population All age 0-14 years 

workers non-workers workers non-workers 

P M F P M F P M F P M F P M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Hajong 24 12 12 13 8 5 11 4 7 10 4 6 

Rabha 8 3 5 3 2 5 2 3 5 2 3 

Garo 54 26 28 14 B 6 40 18 22 27 14 13 

Total 86 41 45 30 17 13 56 24 24 1 1 42 20 22 
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8 

sex,castejtribejcommunityand broad age-group 

15-34 years 35-59 years 60+ years 

Workers Non-workers Workers Non-workers Workers Non-workers 

p M F P M F P M F P M F P M F P M F 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 

B 4 4 1 4 4 1 1 

4 3 11 3 8 6 4 2 4 3 1 1 

13 5 8 12 3 9 9 2 5 3 2 
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TABLE: 9 

Households Reported reasons for giving up thecraft classified by broad age group of 
the head of the household 

Broad Age Sex of the Number of Number of households having givenuQ the craft since 

group of head of the household Less than 5 6-9 years due to 10 -19 years 20 + years due 

the head Household year due to due to to 

of the Not Rem- No Not Rem- No Not Rem- No 

household unerative Market nerative Market nerative Market 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

0-14 M 

F 

15-34 M 2 1 1 

F 

35-39 M 8 1 1 3 3 

F 

60+ M 4 4 

F 

A.N.S. M 

F 

Total 15 2 2 3 3 5 
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TABLE: 10 

Distribution of households having members with necessary skill to practice the craft and reported reason 
for not practicing the craft classified by educational level of the head of the household 

Educational level of the Sex of the Number of Number of household having members 

head of the household head of the households with necessary skill to practice the craft 

household but not practicing the same due to 
Not Remunerative No Market 

2 3 4 5 

Illiterate M 2 2 

F 

Uterate without M 4 3 

Educational level F 

Primary or M 2 

Junior Basic F 

Middle M 4 2 2 

F 

Matriculation M 2 

or Higher F 
Secondary and above 
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TABLE: 11 

Number of households disinterested in having their son's/daughters sticking to their traditional occupa
tion but like to have them engaged in occupation of their liking classified by sex and educational of the 

haed of the household 

Educational level of the Sex of the Number of Number of households reported that their 
head of the household head of the households sons/daughters should not stick to the tradi-

household tional occupational but should follow 
the occupation of their liking due to 
No prospect Not profitable 

2 3 4 5 

Illiterate M 2 2 

F 

Literate without M 4 4 
educational level 

F 

Primary or M 2 2 
Junior Basic 

F 

Middle M 4 4 

F 

Matriculation or Higher M 2 2 
Secondary and above 

F 
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TABLE: 12 

Households reported reasons for prosperity/adversity of the craft in recent past and given suggestion to 
develop the craft, classified by broad age-group of the haed of the nuusehold 

Broad age Sex of the Number Number of reporting reason for prosperity / Number of households 

groupof the head of of house- adversity of the craft suggested to develop 
head of the the house- hold Reason for ~rosperity Reason for adversit}, the craft 

household hold Not Re- No Govt. Institute 
munerative Market 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

0-14 M 

F 

15-34 M 2 1 1 2 

F 

35-59 M 8 4 4 8 

F 

60+ M 4 4 4 

F 1 1 1 

A.N.S. M 

F 

Total 15 10 5 15 
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