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Foreword 

Indian Census is now 125 years old and each Census brings out 
a large number of census publications on a wide variety of data for 
India and the states. These are mostly for the use of the experts and 
specialists. The need for a simple and handy volume for the use of the 
layman and the student had always been felt. This was fulfilled in the 
197"1 census by bringing out of a popular, condensed version of the 
large census data under the title !fA portrait of population" for each 
state. This publication was designed to provide the basic information 
regarding the population of the state to the general reader. It was 
welcomed by the general public and the scholars alike and was continued 
in the 1981 Census also. 

The 1991 Cerisus Series of state-wise volumes of "A portrait of 
population" is now being brought out. In this volume an attempt has 
been made to bring together the basic census data on the population, 
its economic, social and cultural aspects, religion, language, migration 
and fertility couched in simple language and presented in a non
technical format. 

I hope this publication designed for the general reader will serve 
a very useful purpose by kindling the interest of students and the youth 
as well as the lay public in population matters which are going to play 
a crucial role in shaping the future of the nation. 

2A, Mansingh Road 
New Delhi 110011 
February 1997. 

Dr. M. Vijayaounoi 
Registrar General & 

Census Commissioner, India 



Preface 

India Census yield vast variety of Social, Cultural and Economic 
data. These data are released in different census publications which 
generally run into large number of volumes. Even scholars and specialist 
find difficult to go through these huge volumes. At the same time 
census data are very 'useful to the general data users. Keeping in mind 
a brief report entitled "A portrait of population" is bringing out, it 
contains analysis of vast variety of census data written in a simple ·and 
non-technical language. This volume proved to be very uSoeful amOl\g 
the students, general readers and data users. . 

The 1991 Census of Mizoram was conducted successfully under 
the supervision and .able guidance of shri M. Dawngliana, Director of 
Census Operations. During the entire period of the 1991 Census, and 
also subsequent period of comp:lation of data for this volume we had 
the honour to having enlightened guidance and encouragement of Shri 
A.R. Nanda, the former Registrar General & Census Commissioner of 
I.dia and I express my gratitude to him. I am equally grateful to Dr 
M. Vijayanunni, the present Registrar General and Census 
Commissioner of-India for guiding and encouraging for the publication 
of this volume. I also offer my thanks to Shri S.P. Sharma, Dy. Registrar 
General, India (C & T) for valuable technical guidance provided by 
him in preparation of this volume. 

I am also grateful to my office colleague who have laboured hard 
to bring out this publication particularly Shri Lalhmingthanga, 
Investigator who has put in commendable efforts to prepare the write
up. The tables and statements contained in this publication were 
prepared by Shri Saithanthuama, Statistical Assistant 'and Smt. K. 
Laldawngliani, Computor under the guidance of Shri Lalhmingthanga, 
Investigator. The charts, diagrams and maps were prepared by Shri 
Lalnghinlova, Artist. The brunt of typing the manuscript and the tables 
felt on the shoulders of Shri Laishram Medish Singh, L.D.C. I express 



my deep sense of gratitude to all of them and to many others in my 
office who gave unstinted cooperation in this venture. 

s. KISPOTTA 
Dy. Director of Census Operations, 

Mizoram 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

. The State of Mizoram 

Situated in the North Eastern part of India, Mizoram is the 26th 
State in terms of Population and lies between 20°20' and 24°27' North 
Latitudes and 20°20' and 93°29' East Longtitudes. It is bounded by 
Cachar District of Assam and Manipur to the North, Chin Hills of 
Myanmat to the East, Arakan Hills of Myanmar to the South, and on 
the West by Tripura and Chittagaon Hills of Bangladesh. It is mostly 
hilly and precipitous terrain with deep gorges in between. The hills 
ranges run in north-south direction with. an average height of 920 
Metres above mean sea level. As such the rivers also flow either from 
North to South or South to North. The eastern sector is higher than 
that of western part. Geologically it is said to be formed by a weak and 
flexible portion of the earth's crust which has been folded, faulted and 
over-thrust. The highest peak Phawngpui (Blue Mountain) is 
approximately 2360 metres while the lowest point Bairabi is. only 40 
metres above mean sea leveL 

The 'Portrait of population' as the name suggested presents a simple 
version of the population of Mizoram as revealed by the 1991 Census. 
Preparation .t>.f this book in the form of popular version is. mainly 
intended to meet the requirements of students and general reader. The 
object of this book is to bring to the average reader the demographic 
situation prevailing in this state. Though this book may not cater the 
needs of individual reader to have the detailed insight of demographic 
problems, but for average reader, we hope it will be quite useful 
considering the fact that an attempt has been made to concise the data 
presented the publications of the 1991 Census. 

Prior to the formation of the Union Territory, the Mizoram was a 
part of Assam State being one of the several Districts. In fact, Mizoram 
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was known as Mizo District. It was the first time in History of Mizoram 

that Census was conducted separately in the years 1981. In the year' 
1979 a separate Census Directorate was set up in Mizoram headed by 
Director. Mizoram attained the status of state on the 20th February~ 
1987. Thus Mizoram became the 23rd state in India. 1981 Census was 
the first Census taken in Mizoram as Union Territory and the 1991 
Census is the first population Census after the formation of state. The 
·state is divided into 3 Districts and sub-divided into 20 Rural 
Development Blocks for the purposes of administration. 

What is Census 

Literally the word Census means - counting of heads but it is !lot 
merely so specially in the modern times. A Census is no doubt a 
counting of heads but it does not end with mere counting of the 
number of people. While the people are counted, very useful information 
regarding every person, men and women, the young and the old: is 
also collected. Thus the Census results can tell us many interesting 
and useful things about overselves, as we were, and, as we are. 

People make the nation, and; they give it 1 st knowledge and its 
skills, its talents and its strength. It is, therefore, important to know 
how our population has grown and changed, and, how it looks now. 

The first and obvious objective of Census is to count heads, and, this 
the modern Census does cOl~pletely and accurately, but it does a great 
deal more besides. It tells us not only how many men and women there 
are, but also such things as how many people belong to various ages, 

how many are married and how many workers there are in any given 
area. The Census gives a great deal of information about the size of 

household, housing conditions, fertility of women and migratory 
characteristics of population. It also gives us information on the variety 

of occupation to be fOlmd in each branch of industry. We learn from 
it how many people attained the different educational standards, and 
that, what is the progress made by the weaker sections of the society 
i. e. the scheduled castes and sheduled tribes, as reflected by the level 
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of their education. These facts, and many others, can be presented in 
a variety· of combinations, the whole forming an epitome of the life of 

our people. It provides a statistical portrait of the nation and each of 

its parts. In short the modem census reflects the human interests and 
needs of the society. 

Every country takes a census of its population at regular intervals. 
In India, a population Census is taken every ten years. The first census 
to be taken all over the country at the same time was in 1872, then 
in 1881 and, thereafter, a census was taken every ten years. The 1991 
Census was she latest in the series in India with a tradition of more 

\ . 
than a century of organised decennial census. We can proudly say that 
the Indian Census has marched with the times. }t has taken in its 
stride new and novel fields of enquiry, without losing its continuity 
and comparability with the past censuses. 

The Indian Census before 1941 was taken throughout the country 
on a particular night, except for snowbound and inaccessible areas 
where it was taken at different periods. Elaborate arrangements had, 
therefore, to be made to enumerate travellers by train, road, etc. This 

was naturally extremely difficult. The reference date was attempted to 
be fixed on a day when it was considered that the movement of 
population on would be least due to the absence of 'yatras' etc. After 
the 1931 Census, simultaneous enumeration was given up and it was 

conducted over a period of time. Since then the reference date has 
been 1st March, with an exception in 1971 Census when it has to be 
postponed to April 1 due to the mid-term poll for the Lok Sabha. 

Conducting a census is a gigantic task and requires meticulous 
planning in advance, besides, elaborate arrangements and a strict time 
schedule. The legal basis for the conduct of census is provided by the 

Census Act of 1948 which gives the necessary power to appoint the 
requisite staff, bestows authority and status of public servants on census 
officials and fixes their duties, gives them power to call upon persons 
to give assistance, authorises asking of question to people and fixes 
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responsibilities upon the citizen to furnish correct answers. It lays 
down pet\alities for disobedience and violation. It also stipulates that 

the census records are absolutely confidential and are, thus not open 
to inspection by anybody or admissible as evidence before any court of 
law except for purposes of specific census offences like concealing or 
denying correct information. Thus, the privacy of every citizen in a 

census is. protected by these confidentiality requirements. Thus by 

implecation it means that the informat\on collected through census 
questionaire can only be used for statistidil purposes. Thus, this should 
dispel any suspicion or reservation in the mind of the citizen in giving 
out truthful answers. 

The Census Operation in the country, being a central subject, is 
conducted under the guidance of the Registrar General & Census 
commissioner of India is responsible for organising the necessary 
machinery and execution of the task. The State. Government, on their 
part, puts the services of almost their entire administrative personnel, 
mainly comprising of Collectors, Additional District Magistrates, Sub
Divisional Officers, Tehsildars and Naib-Tehsildars, other Revenue 
officials, Teachers, Patwaris etc; at the disposal of the census 
organisation for this work. In addition, all organised bodies like 
Municipalities, Panchayats, Public Institutions, Charitable Institutions 
and big business houses, etc; also come forward to help in the census 

taking. The first step is to distribute the work and build up a net work 
of jurisdiction and responsibility down to the smallest unit of 

enumeration~ that is the census block, with a view to ensure that there 
is neither over-lapping nor exclusion by oversight of any territory. 

Eacb such block is put under the charge of an Enumerator who is 

required to undertake the enumeration and allied work in that block. 

The census hierarchy constitutt:s a vast army of people and to be 

effective and to ensure'full coverage and reliable data, it is required to 
be trained in the art of putting questions to the citizens. The questions 
have to be put properly, carefull_y and courteously. Each question asked 
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in carefully selected by the census organisation, its substance weighed 
and its form considered.· They have to be good and necessary ones, 
well-worth putting and well-worth answering by every citizen. The 
question ne~d not be difficult and embarras~ing. They. have to be 
confined to matter of fact and should be so simple that it helps the 
respondents to give correct and to-the-point answers. 

The 1991 Census was the Second Census in Mizoram after the 
fOrn:lation of State. Hierarchy.for the 1991 Census of this State consisted 
of the Director as the Head assisted by the Dy. Director of Census 
OPerations. For the purpose of enumeration~ all the Rural Development 
Blocks in Mizoram were taken as Census Charges in Rural areas and 
each town was made into one cruirge but big towns were divided into 
more than one charge. Each charge was headed by a Charge officer. 
In Mizoram there were 48 charges, in 1991 Census which includes 
special charges of Army, G.R.E.F., Assam Rifles, B.S.F., C.R.P.F., 
C.U.w. School, S.I.B.S.B. and S.S.B. The Deputy Commissioner of 
each district· was designated as Principal Census Officer and was in 
over-all charge of the census operations in his district. To assist the 
Deputy Commissioner, there were District .Census Officers, Asstt. 
Principal Census Officers and- sub-Divisional Census Officers. Under 
the Charge officer, there were supervisors who were on an average 
assigned the work of supervision of 5 to 6 enumeration blocks. Each 
Enumerator was incharge of one block. About 275 supervision and 
1189 Enumerators were detailed for conducting the census in 1991. In 
addition, 20% to,25% more officials were detailed to work as reserve 
supervisors and Enumerators. Organizational chart furnished the details 
Census operation ,hierarchy. 

In the Census, every person is counted aDd certain details regarding 
the person are recorded. Therefore, what is actually done is to count 
the people over a specified period of time and determine the population 
as on certain day. In India, the counting of the~le, or enumeration, 
as it is called, is spread over a few days. At the 1991 Census, the 
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enumeration took place from 9th Feb~ to 28th Feb. 1991. During these 
days the enumerator visited every house in the area assigned to him 
and collected the details of the persons in each of the houses. Between 
1 st March and 5th March 1991, the period which is known as 
'Revisional Round', he brought his records up-to-date by asking about 
births and deaths that may have occurred after his visit and before the 
sunrise of 1st March 1991 the reference date notified for this purpose. 
By adjusting for such births and deaths, the population in each 
household as on the sunrise of 1st March 1991 was arrived. Since the 
census must cover all persons, care was taken to see that those who 
live in the open, the houseless as they are called were also enumerated. 
These houseless persons were counted on the night of 28th Feb. 1991. 

The census count was conducted in two phases. In the first 
phase, called the Houselisting Operations, the Enumerator has to prepare 
a national map and layout sketch of his block, marked all the houses 
and other structures in it. These gave a geographical frame for the 
smallest census unit. The information gathered through the Houselist 
also gave an advance estimate of the population from which the 
jurisdiction of an Enumerator could be defined and the quantity of 
census forms required for the actual enumeration assessed. 

The Houselist schedule contained the identification particulars of 
Census Houses, the uses to which they were put, the identification 
particulars of hQuseholds and their members living in the census houses. 
Besides this an Enterprise list was also canvassed for economic census 
along with Houselisting operation. 

In the second phase, called the Enumeration, the Indi\jdual slip 
was the basic schedule. It was canvassed for' each individual in the 
household. It contained 23 Questions with parts. The questions in 
individual slip are repr~uced on the front page 
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CENSUS OF INDIA 1991 INDIVIDUAL SLIP CONFIDENTIAL 

Location Code , ........... ( SI. No. of Household ] Pad No ....... .. 

Code No. of Development Block ..... , ........................... . Slip No ....... .. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Name ................................................... , ......... , ................................................................. .. 

Relationship to head ................... . ........... , ..... : ................... c=g ..... L. .. == 

Male (1)lFemale (2) . 

Age , .................... , .... .. 10 Name of Scheduled Casterrribe . ............... . 

8 Religion ............ , ................................ . 

........................................... L .. L .. b 
9 Whether S.C. (I) or S.T. (2) .......... 

I I 

Marital status .......................... : .... : 

Mother t<iigue ....... ............... ...... II 

.......... : ........ , ........................ L..L .. b 
Literate (I )lIlliterate (2) ................ .. 

. ~; ~ ! ~ ................................ .......... ............ 12 Educational attainment ............ .. 

Two other languages known ..................... 
! ! ! ! ! ............................... .....•............... 
! ! ! ! ! ................................ ...................... I3 

•• ••••• 4 ••• 

··· ...... ··· .... ···· .. ···· .. · .. ·· .. ·· .... ··· ....... 1..··
0
! ! 

Attending school/college, . 
Yes (I)/No (2) 

14A Did you work.any time at all last year? 
Yes ......... .. 
No (HlSTIDIRlBII/O) ............ L .. L..J 

(including unpaid work on farm or in family enterprise) 

14B ~~~~~~~ ~~f:.~~~.:.~~.~~~~.~~r.~~!.~~:.~ .. ~.f.~~~.:.~~~ ................................ 0 
15A Main activity last year? 'Yes' in 14B (C/ALIHH1!OW) . ~ .... ~ .... : 

'No' in 14B (HISTIDIRIB/I/O) ............ · .... · .. · .... :.. .. L.J 
IfHHl/OW in 15A 

(i) Name of establishment 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Nature of industry, trade or service ............................................................. . 

........ : ............................................................................................ ~ .... i .... t .... ~ 
iii i 

Description of work ..................................................................... : .... : .... ~ .... : 
I I 

Class of worker ......................................................................................... : .... : 
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15B 'Yes' in 14B -Any other work any time last year? Yes (C/ALIHHIIOW)INo 1'-'1 
'No' in 14B-Work done any time last year? (C/ALIHHI/OW) ...... 

IfHHIlOW in 15B 

16A 

168 

17A 
17B 

(i) Name of establishment 

(1
'1')' . . : •••• ~ •••• : .... : 

Nature of mdustry, trade or service ............................................ ! ! ! ! ................ ..................................................................................................... ! ; ! i 
(iii) Description of work ..................................................................... ::::.'.:::!.'.'f' •. ; 

(:;~NO?:::4o~,~::~~~~~~~~;;~~;~.;~~.;~;~~.~~~.(;.):~~.(~;··~~~~~.·~ .. ~~~ ... · .. ~~~~.·:~~:~:.·:.· .. a· . 

If'Yes' in 16A, have you ever worked before? Yes (I)lNo (2) ...................... .. 

Whether you are an Ex-serviceman? Yes(I)INo (2) ............. , ............................... 0 
If'Yes'in 17A, Pensioner(I)lNon-pensioner(2) ................................................ 0 

18 Birth place 22 For all ever-married women only 
(a) Place ofbirth .................... ~ .. ) .... i 
(b) R~r~(l)/Urban (2) ......... ; ... ;::.:0 
(c) Dlstrlct.. .............................. L .. L .. ! 
(d) State/Country ................. L .. L .. L.! 

19 Last residence 
(a) Place oflast residence ......... , .... , 
(b) Rural (1)/Urban (2) .......... ::::.0 
(c) District. ............................. L .. L...i 
(d) State/Country .............. L .. L .. L .. 1 

(a) Age at marriage ............ : ............ 0 
(b) Number of children sUrvWing at 

present 

Male 0 Female 0 Total 0 

(~~ Number of children ever born alive 

Male 0 Female 0 Total 0 

I Employment (1) I I Business (2) I I Education (3)1 Family moved (4) I 
I Marriage (5) I Natural calamities like drought, floods, etc. (6) Others (7) I. 
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The other schedule canvassed during the second phase i. e. 
Enumeration, was HdUSehold Schedule in which 34' Questions were 
filled up relating to each individual in the household. It covered 
information on household size,· Number of couples living in the 
household. It also contained the religion and scheduled caste/scheduled 
tribe characteristics and language mainly spoken in the household. 
The list of the members of the household and their social, demographic 
and economic characteristics are' abstracted from the Indiyidual slip. 

The Census Enumeration of 1991 was completed in our State as 
in the rest of the country strictly according to schedule, i.e. by 5th 
March, 199 I. Subsequently steps were taken to publish the first results 
of the count as quickly as possible even in their provisional fo:r:m. 
Certain basic data compiled by every Enumerator was relayed from 
stage to stage till they were consolidated at the district level and 
transmitt~ to the State Director of Census Operations and Census 
Commissioner by the quickest means possible. These provisional results 
were released for public within two weeks. 

This was followed by another stage of hectic activity, this time not 
in the field, but in the Regional offices set up in the state. The census 
schedules, were collected at these offices and were carefully checked, 
edited and proceSsed. The Primary Census Abstract was' generated 
manually in these Regional offices. The rest of the data processed on 
electronic computers. 





CHAPTER II 

HOW MANY WE ARE ? 

Even though Census taking entails as if now, the collection of 
various data to meet the requirements of developmental planning, the 
primary purpose constitutes to be the 'counting Qf heads'. The 1991 
Census reveals a figure of 84.6 Crores for the country as a whole. If 
compared to the corresponding figures of 68.5 crores for 1991 Census 
shows an addition of 16.1 crores in the country's population during the 
decade 1981-91. We the inhabitant of Mizoram belongs to one of it, 
the 25th states in India and small fraction of the country's population. 
The population of our state is very small comparing to North-Eastern 
States the population is very less. Table No. 2.1 givt<s the population 
and area of the states and Union Territories in the country. The state 
of Mizoram returns population 689,756 persons or 0.08 per cent of the 
total popUlation of India, spread over an area of 21,081 . sq. kID. 

TABLE No. 2.1 

Population and Area of State and Union Territories - 1991 

Population Area (sq. km.) 

Proportion Proportion 

to popula- to total 
India/States/ tion of area of the 
Union Territories Total the country Total country 

2 3 4 5 

INDIA· 846,302,688 100.00 3,287,263 100.00 

STATES 

l. Andhra pradesh 66,508,008 7.86 275,045 8.36 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 864,558 0.10 83,743 2.55 
3. Assam 22,414,322 2.65 78,438 2.39 
4. Bihar 86,374,465 10.21 173,877 5.29 
5. Goa 1,169,793 0.14 3,702 O.H 
6. Gujarat 41,309,582 4.88 196,024 5.96 
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Population Area (sq. km.) 

Proportion Proportion 

to popula- to total 

India/States! tion of area of the 

Union Territories Total the country Total country 

2 3 4 5 

7. Haryana 16,463,648 1.94 44,212 1.35 
8. Himachal. Pradesh 5,170,877 0.61 55,673 1.69 
9. Karnataka 44,977,2{)1 5.31 191,791 5.83 
10. Kerala 29,098,518 3.44 38,863 1.18 
11. Madhya Pradesh 66,181,170 7.82 443,446 13.49 
12. Maharashtra 78,937,187 - 9.33 307,713 9.36 
13. Manipur 1,837,149 0.22 22,327 0.68 
14. Meghalaya 1,774,778 0.21 22,429 0.68 
15. Mizoram 689,756 0.08 21,081 0.64 
16. Nagaland 1,209,546 0.14 16,579 0.50 
17. Orissa 31,659,736 3.74 155,707 4.74 
18. Punjab 20,281,969 2.40 50.362 1.53 
19. Rajasthan 44,008,990 5.20 342,239 10.41 
20. Sikkim 406,457 0.05 7,096 0.22 
21. Tamil Nadu 55,858,946 6.60 130,058 3.96 
22. Tripura 2,757,205 0.33 10,486 0.32 
23. Uttar Pradesh 139,112,287 16.44 294,411 8.96 
24. West Bengal 68,077,965 8.04 88,752 2.70 

25. Jammu & Kashmir 7,718,700 0.91 222.236 6.76 

UNION TERRITORIES 

1. Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 280,661 0.03 8,249 0.25 

2. Chandigarh 642,075 0.08 114 N 
3. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 138,477 0.02 491 0.01 
4. Daman & diu 101,586 0.01 112 N 
5. Delhi 9,420,644 1.11 1,4·83 0.05 

6. Lakshadweep 5-1,707 0.01 32 N 

7. Pondicherry 807,785 0.09 492 0.01 

*Includes projected figures of Jammu and Kashmir where census was not held 

in 1991 due to disturbed condition. The population figures include the 

population for Jammu and Kashmir as projected by the Standing Committee 

of experts on population projection (October, 1989). 



13 

A study of the figures furnished in the aforesaid table highlight 
that Uttar Pradesh is the m6st populous state accounting for 16.44 per 
cent of the total population in India. As per area Madhya Pradesh is 
at the top with proportion of 13.49 of the country's area under its 
occupation. Of all the states Goa occupied the least area only 0.11 per 
cent to the total area of the country. On the ground of population, the 
state of Sikkim is having 0.05 p.c. of the total population in the 
countIy. 

Of all the Union Territories, Delhi is recorded as populous having 
1.11 p.c. to the total population. On the other band Union Territories 
of Daman and Diu and Laskhadweep are having 0.0 I p.c. each of the 
total population. They are known as the smallest in population size. 
By an area Andaman and Nicobar Island rank first among the 7 UTs 
and Lakshadweep occupied the smallest area among the UT. 

The state ofMizoram has a population of 689,756. By a population, 
it accupied the 24th position among the,25 states. The population 
formed only 0.08 per cent of the total population of India. 

At the town of 1991 Census, there were only 3 districts in Mizoram 
namely Aizawl, Lunglei and Chhimtuipui. All the three districts are 
situated in the hilly terrain. There are now lying lands wortlw to be 
mentioned.' With population of 478,465 Aizawl is the most populous 
district of Mizoram, followed by Lunglei district with' a population 
111,415. The third }>9sition goes to Chhimtuipui district is 4 times less 
than the population of Aizawl. 

The following table 2.2. provides the population of state and 
Districts with area. 
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TABLE 2.2 

Population of the Districts of Mizoram and area 

Population as per 
Rank in 1991 StatelDistrict 1991 Census Area in Sq. km. 

.(. 

2. 
3. 

2 

Mixoram 
Aizawl 
Lunglei 
Chhimtuipui 

3 4 

689,756 21,081 
478,465 12,588 
III ,415 4,536 
99,876 3,957 

The respective population of the district ofMizoram is proportionate 
to their tespective atea. By population Aizawl ranks first, by area also 
its ranks first. The second and the third districts according to population 
and same also with their areas. 

The average population of a district in Mizoram is 23 lakhs. 
Average population of Mizoram state is much below the all India 
average of 1,872,351. 

The average population of a district is different among the' states 
as will be seen from the Table 2.3. (in which the state have been 
arranged order). 

STATEMENT 2.3 

Average population of district in StatelUnion Territories, 1991. 

Name of States! Total No.of A ... ::\_gc popula-
Rank Union Territories Population Districts tion of a district 

2 3 4 5 

(. Delhi 9,420,661 9,420,661 
2. West Bengal 68,077,965 17 4,004,586 
3. Andhra Pradesh 66,508,008 23 2,891,652 
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Name of Statesl Total No.of Average popula-

Rank Union Territories PopulaJon Districts tion of a district 

2 3 4 5 

4. Tamil Nadu 55,658,946 21 2,659,949 

5. Maharashtra 78,937,187 30 2,631,239 

6. Orissa 31,659,736 13 2,535,364 

7. Karnataka 4,477,201 20 2,248,860 

8. Uttar Pradesh 129,112,281 63 2,208,131 

9. Gujarat 41,309,182 19 2,174,188 

10. Kerala 29,098,618 14 2,078,472 

11. Bihar 86,374,465 42 2,056,539 

12. Punjab 20,281,%9 12 1,690,164 

13. Rajasthan 44,005,990 27 1,629,851 

14. Madhya Pradesh 66,181,170 45 1,470,693 

15. Haryana 16,463,648 16 1,028,978 

16. Assam 22,414,322 23 974,536 
17. Iripura 2,757,205 3 919,068 
18. Chandi~arh 642,015 1 642,015 
19. Goa 1,169,793 2 584,896 

20. Himachal Pradesh . 5,170,877 12 430,906 

21. Pondicherry 807,785 4 403,832 

22. Meghalay~ 1,774,778 5 354,755 

23. Mizoram 689,756 3 229.919 
24. Manipur ],837,149 8 229,644 

25. NagaJand 1,269,546 7 172,792 
26. Andaman & Nico~ar 

Island 280,661 2 140,330 
27. Dadra & Nagar 

Haveli 138,477 1 138,477 
28. Sikkim 406,475 4 101,014 

29. Arunachal Pradesh 864,558 11 78,596 

30. Lakshadweep 51,707 1 51,707 

31. Daman & Diu 101,586 2 50,793 

32. ·Jammu & Kashmir 7,718,700 NA NA 

• Jammu and Kashmir indicated as NA (Not available in cols. 4&5 
where 1991 Census was not held due to disturbed condition. 
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To have a fairly good idea of the way people who are distributed, 
it is essential to take into consideration the area occupied. This is done 
by relating to the area to the population and is known as the density 
of population.' Density is defined as the number of persons inhabiting 
one square kilometre o~ an area on an average llIld is calculated by 
dividing the population by an area. The study of density of population 
is very useful in knowing the extend of crowding in a given area. 
Statement 2.4 gives the density of population per sq.Km. in the State! 
Union Territories arranged in decending order. 

STATEMENT 2.4 

Density of population per sq.km. in the State/Union Territories. 
{alTiloged in order of density) 

SI. No. State/Union Territory Density 

l. Delhi 6,352 
2. Chandigarh 5,632 
3. Pondicherry 1,642 
4. Lakshadweep 1,616 
5. Daman & Diu 907 
6. ... West Bengal 767 
7. Kerala 749 
8. Bihar 497 
9. Uttar Pradesh 473 
10. Tamil Nadu 429 
Ii. Punjab 403 
12. Haryana 372 
13. Goa 316 
14. Assam 286 
15. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 282 
16. Tripura 263 
17. Maharashtra 257 
18. Andhra Pradesh 242 
19. Kamataka 235 
20. Gujarat 211 
21. Orissa 203 
22. Madhya Pradesh 149 
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SI. No. StatelUnion Territory Density 

23. Rajasthan 129 
24. Himachal Pradesh 93 
25. Mimipur 82 
26. Jammu & Kashmir 76* 
27. Nagaland 73 
28. Sikkim 57 
29. Andaman & Nicobar Island 33 
30. Mizoram 23 
31. Arunachal Pradesh 10 

*The density of Jammu & Kashmir has not been worked out. 

The density of population in the country is 267 persons per sq.Km. 
The Density of population gives some indication of the degree of 
pressure on the area. From the above statement it is seen that Delhi 
UT has the highest density i.e. 6,352 persons fol1owed by Chandigarh 

UT 3,532 persons, these are the cities. Pondicheny UT has the highest 
density i.e. 1,642 persons followed by Lakshadweep UT 1,616 persons 
Daman & Diu UT 907 persons and West Bengal State 767 persons. 

~ram State has density of 23 persons per sq.km. which is for 
below the All India average. Only Arunachal Pradesh is lower than 
the State which is having a deDsity of 10 persons per square kilometre. 

STATEMENT 2.5 

Density of population among the districts. 

SI. No. StatelDistrict Density of PopUlation 

1 2 3 

Mizoram 23 

1. Aizawl District 38 

2. Lunglei District 24 
3. Chhimtuipui District 25 

We notice from the above statement there are only 3 (three) districts 

in Mizoram. Among these three districts Lunglei is the least density 
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populated district with 24 persons per square kilometre. The biggest 

district of Aizawl is also the most densely populated with 38 persons 

per square kilometre, while the state density is 23 only. 

House and Household : 

As already mentioned in chapter I, the Houselisting operations 
was the first phase of the 1991 Census. The data collected. in the 
houselisting operations have·already been mentioned and its reposition 
is redundant. From 1991 Census purpose, a census house is a building 
or a part of building which is used as a separate unit and having a 
separate entrance from the road or common courtyard or staircase etc., 
used or recognised as a separate unit. It may be used for residential or 
non-residential purpose or both. It may be occupied or vacant. 

A household is a group of persons who commonly live together 
and would take their meals from a common kitchen, unless the 
exigencies of work prevented any of them. from doing so. There may 
be a household of persons related by blood or a household of unrelated 
persons or having a mix of both. Unrelated households are boarding 
houses, messes, hostels, rescue homes, residential hostels, jails, ashrams, 

etc. The household of unrelated persons are called institutional 
households. In a house there may be more than one household. There 
are also of houseless persons. In Mizoram, we have 393 persons of 
houseless comprising of 222 males and 171 females. Excluding these 

houseless population each and everyone in Mizoram has a house to 
live in. 

In villages people used thatching grass (OJ) and cane leaves 

(thilthek) for their roofs and most of the structures are of bamboos and 
wood only. Walls are generally of bamboos. Most of the houses generally 

have two rooms only one for living and cooking purposes and cilier 
for husking of rice by use of mortar. At present the housing standard 

greatly change even in Ruler areas, most houses are having tin roofing. 
Few RCC construction are also seen. In urban areas housing cond~tions 

are berter, most of the building are constructed in RCC few of them 
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used corrugated galvanised iron sheet and asbestos sheet for roofs as 
well as walls in urban pocket of Mizoram. 

The following table gives details about the number of houses, 
number of households and the average size of household during the 
1981 and 1991 Censuses. It is noticed that average size of household 
is delined in 1991 in comparison with 1981 Census. 

TABLE 2.6 

Number of occupied Census houses & household at 1991 Census and 
average size of household at 1981 and 1991 Censuses in Mizoram and 

its districts 

Average size of 
Number of occupied No. of household 

StatelDistrict census houses households 1991 1981 

2 3 4 5 

Mizoram 120,994 120,994 6.07 5.07 
Aizawl' 84,192 84,192 5.68 6.08 
Lunglei 19,800. 19,800 5.62 6.07 
Chhimtuipui 17,002 17,002 5.87 5.97 

According to 1991 Census, there are 17,288 persons who are 

living in institutional and forming institutional population. The 
following table indicates institutional households and popUlation by 
sex in Mizoram at 1991 Census. 

TABLE 2.7 

Institutional population in Mizoram by sex 

No. of institutional 

State/District households Persons Males Females 

2 3 4 5 

Mizoram 694. 17,288 16,9D6 1,382 
Aizawl 471 11,868 10,662 1,206 
Lunglei 135 3,210 3',042 168 
Chhimtuipui 88 2,209 2,201 8 
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Growth Rate of population : 

The rapid growth of population throughout the world particularly 
in developing countries, has been the concern of world organisations 
like UNO and the World Bank. Fear about population explosion has 
been expressed in many quarters: Population explosion will be more 
disastrous than nuclear bomb explosion. 

In 1981, the population ofIndia was 685,184,692. In 1991, it goes 
up to 846,302,688 registering an increase of 23 per cent over and 
above the population of ]981. On average the population of India 
registers an increase of 2.3 per annum is not a small one. If the same 
rate is allowed to continue India's population will reach about 994 
million in, 2001 A.D. By 2051 A.D. India will be one of the most 
populous country in the world. 

In !be cwrrent century, the population' of India increased by only 
5.75 per clftt in 1991. In 1921 there was a decrease in the population 
of Indie to the lime of 0.31 per cent due to famine and epidemic that 
occurred irt India proceeding the 1921 Census and in which thousands 
of peepl. lett their life. In 1931 the rate of growth of t\le India 
popula" went up to 11.00 per cent. In 1941, it. further went up to 
14.22. 1ft 1951 it went down to 13.13 per cent and from 1951 it keep 
on increasina steadily. From 21.51 per cent in 1961 it went up to 
24.8G per centin 1971 .. and 25 per cent in 1981. During 1981 to 1991 
the grod rate, become low 23.51 per cent, there may be same specific 
reason 1« the decline of growth rate. 

The factor that are responsible for the increase of population are 
births, deaabs and migratio~. In .India, mi8ration does played important 
role in the increase or decrease of its population. Factors mainly 
responsible for the growth of its are births and deaths. When births 
exceed deaths the popUlation grows and when deaths exceed births the 
population decreas~s. In the past, the number of births were balanced 
by a number of deaths. As long as the number of births is equal to the 
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number of deaths the population does not grow. In 1921 when the 
number of deaths exceeded the number of births, the population 
decreased by about 0.31 per cent. From 1931 onwards the number of 
births has been exceeding the number of deaths, the results is the rapid 
growth in the population of India. Improvement in transp~rt, 
communication and public health has greatly reduced the death rate in 
India. The Government have succeeded in the couple eradication of 
small pox the fatal desease that used to take thousand of live in swoop. 
The Government has also taken many public health measures to improve 
the health of the people. When the health of the people is improved, 
it is natural for the death rate to decline, while the birth rate continues 
to be high. Hence the rapid growth of population in India is in evitable. 
The following table clearly provides growth rate of population from 
1901. 

TABLE 2.8 

Population and decadal growth rate of population in India 1901-1991 

Net change 
Year Population during decade % Growth rate 

2 3 4 

1901 238,396,327 

1911 252,093,390 + 13,697,063 + 5.73 

1921 251,321,213 - 772,177 - 0.31 

1931 278,977,238 + 27,656,025 + 1l.00 

1941 .318,660,580 + 39,683,342 + 14.22 

1951 361 ,088,090 + 42,427,510 + 13.31 
1961 439,234,771 +77,682,873 + 2l.51 

1971 548,159,682 + 108,924,881 + 24.80 

1981 685,184,692 + 137,025,040 + 25 .. 00 

1991 846,302,688 + 161,1l7,996 + 23.51 

Growth rate of population of Mizoram: 

Prior to 1971 Census the present state of Mizoram was a district 
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in Assam having !ts district headquarters at Aizawl. The present 
jurisdiction of the district of Mizoram were 'the then jurisdiction of 
three sub-division viz. Aizawl. Lunglei and Tlabung. The following 

table gives an idea of the growth of population in Mizoram from 
1901 - 1991. 

TABLE 2.9 

Decadal growth rate of population in Mizoram duling 1901 - 1991_ 

New Change Growth rate of popu-
Year Population during decade lation during decade 

2 3 4 

1901 82,434 
-

1911 91,204 + 8,770 + 10.64 
1921 98,406 + 7202 + 7.90 
1931 124,404 + 25,998 + 26.42 

1941 152,786 + 28,382 + 22.81 
1951 196,202 + 34,416 + 28.42 
1961 266,063 + 69,861 :+- 35.61 
1971 332,390 + 66,327 + 24.93 

1981 493,757 + 161,367 + 48.59 
1991 689,756 + 195,999 + 39.69 

The growth rate during 1911-1921 was the lowest (7.90 per cent). 

During this decade there was a great famine called 'Mautam' in 1911 
in the whole of Mizoram .. In Mizoram bamboos do periodically about 
every fifty ·years flowering the fruiting. This occurrence is followed by 
a plague of rats which devour the rice crops and cause a famine. Some 
people believed that the fruits of the bamboo concerted into rats. There 
are also some legend saying that brinjal were turned to rats. As such 
the numbers of rat increase in the state eating all the vegetables and 
paddy, etc. Many people die due to starVation, bad nutrition and food, 

etc., and it was like epidemic. During this decade the Ist World War 
broke out in 1914 and many young people went and joined labour 
corps in the War Field of Europe. Therefore, there was a fall of growth 
rate. 
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During 1931-1941 decade the second World war broke out and 

many Mizo went out either to join the anny or the labour corps. The 

growth rate was not steady during this period but decreased instead of 

22.81 per cent. The growth rate fell again during 1961-1971 due to the 

political disturbance in Mizoram (1966). During the disturbances many 

people had tk leave Mizoram to seek shelter in other districts of Assam 

and neighbo~ring state of Meghalaya, etc., for their safety. In the 
meantime many Mizo young people were joining the underground 

movement. Therefore the growth rates became lower during this decade. 
The growth rate remained steady except during the above mentioned 

decades. 

The growth rate during 1971-1981 was the highest (48.55 per 

cent). This could be accounted for by stabilisation of Administration 
in Mizoram. In 1979 Mizoram attained the status of Union Territory, 

the condition of political movement is teadily calm. So, people who 

had gone outside the state returned to Mizoram and settled again 

pennanently. Due to the change of administration set up, some people 

had to join new assignment in other states. Therefore the growth rate 

beco11)e high during this decade. However, Compared with the growth 

rate of all India which is 25 per cent during this decade, Mizoram . 

recorded a very high growth rate of popUlation. 

District-wise growth rate : 

As already been mentioned earlier, Mizoram was one of the disticts 

in Assam till 1971 Census., As such, there were only two sub-divisions 

such as Aizawl and Lunglei in Mizoram District. The Aizawl sub

division is the present Aizawl District, while the Lunglei sub-divisions 

is the- present Lunglei and Chhimtuipui District. In 1961 Census there 

were only two sub-divisions in Mizo Hills. In 1971 Census the two 

sub-divisions became three by curving out a separate pawi, Lakher 

Region (which is now known as Chhimtuipui District) within the 

LungJci sub-division. 
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If we study the growth rate of population for a period of 20 years 
from 1961-1981, the total net increase was 227, 694 out of which the 
growth in Aizawl District alone was 157,176 and in Lunglci District. 
it was 4,098 only indicating the Aizawl District was adding more 
population than Lunglei District. Lunglei District bad an increase of 
only 4,098 population from 1961-1981. In 196i Lunglei District 
population was composed of the then Pawi, Lakher habi~tions: In 
1971 Census the population of Chhimtuipui district (the then pa\\'i, 
Lakher Region) was excluded from Lunglei Distri<:t Population. 

The following table gives the district-wise population and growth 
rates during 1971-1991. 

TABLE 2.10 

District-wise growth rates of population and variation ()f population 
for the period 1971-1991 

Statel Population Variation of population Growth Rate 

District 1971 1981 1991 1971-1981 1981~1991 71,81 81-91 

2 3 4 5 ~ 7 8 

Mizoram 332,290 493,757 689,756 + 161,367 + 195,999 + 48.55 + 39.70 
Aizawl 229,112 340,826 478,465 + 111,714 + 137,639 + 48.76 + 40.38 
Lunglei 62,136 86,511 11,415 + 24,375 + 24,904 + 39.23 + 28.79 
Chhimtuipui 41,142 66,420 99,876 + 25,278 + 33,456 + 61.44 + 50.37 

Against the growth rate of 39.70 per cent of the state at J 981-
1991, the growth rate of Aizawl District stands at 40.38 per cent and 
that of Lunglei and Chhimtuipui districts stand at 28.79 per cent and 
50.37 per cent respectively. 



CHAPTER III 

VILLAGE DWELLERS AND TOWN DWELLERS 

Classification of the population as rural and urban was done for 
the first time in the 1951 Census. The rural population lives in Villages 
and the Urban population in towns. It is useful to make a distinction 
between the rural and urban population as the vill.age and towns life 
differs significantly. The rural communities are usually small and 
agricultural is their main occupation. Industry or Trade and Commerce 
have very little impact on village community. Rural life is therefore, 
singled out and villagers are bound by traditions and social customs: 
Urban communities on the other hand, are large and complex in their 
character. Most of the people are engaged in different activities like 
industry trade, commerce and service. Towns and cities enjoy modern 
amenities, like Electricity, Transport and Communication facilities, 
Medical facilities and Educational facilities. An urbanite, unlike his 
counterpart, is less conservative and quick to adopt new idea and modern 
,":ays of life. The surplus population of the rural areas are alterated by 
opportunities of employment in towns and cities. Therefore, th~re is a 
constant flow of people from rural to urban areas. 

Census data always presented for rural and urban areas separately. 
The basic unit for rural areas in the revenue village which has definite 
surveyed boundaries. ·The revenue Village may comprise several Mmlets 
but the entire village has been treated as one unit for presentation of 

data. However, in Mizo~am, the concept of village was different as no 
village in a surveyed village. As already stated that the inhabited area 
with locally recognised boundaries and having' name of its own was 

treated as village. 

The followIng criteria were adapted for treating a place as urban 
for 1991 Census. 
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(a) All statutory town's i. e. all ,places with a municipal 
corporation, municipal board, cantonment board or notified 
area, etc. 

(b) All places which satisfied the following criteria 

(i) A minimum population of 5000 

(ii) Seventy-five per cent of the male working population 
engaged in non-agricultural (and allied) and 

(iii) A density of population at least 400 per sq.km. (1000 per 
sq. mile). 

Besides the Director of Census Operations were allowed to include 
in consultation with the concerned State Government/U.T. 
Administration and the Census Commissioner of India, some places 
having district urban characteristics as urban even if such places, did 
not satisfy all the criteria mentioned under category (b) above. 

However, in Mizoram <Jll the 22 towns were statutory towns, 
therefore included under urban area . 

. In Mizoram, there are 785 villages in 1991 Census, out of this 
698 "illages are inhabited and 87 are uninhabited. In these inhabited 
villages live 371,810 persons. That is 53.90 per cent of the population 
of Mizoram live in villages. The average pop.ulation of a village in 
Mizoram is 532 in 1991 Census and 684 in 1981 Census. At district 
level, the highest, the average population of a village has been found 
in Aizawl district with 639 persons. In Aizawl district alone, the 
average population is higher than the state average. The second 
position of average population in a village is Lunglei district with 
423 persons and the lowest is Chhimtuipui district having only an 
average of 227 persons in a village. 
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TABLE 3.1 

Inhabited YiIlages; Ruml population ,and average population as per 
1991 Census 

Total No. of Rural Average popul~-

State/District inhabited villages population tion of a .. illage 

2 3 4 

Mizoram 698 371,810 532 
Aizawl 342 218,744 639 
Lunglei 158 66,859 423 
Chhimtuipui 198 45,112 227 

From Table 3.2 it is noticed that the villages in Mizoram are of various 
sizes. In the state only 2 villages have a population of more than 5000 
persons. These villages are sihphir and Lawngtlai. Sihphir village is 
in Aizawl district under Tlangnuam R.D. Lawngtlai is the Autonomous 
District headquarters of Lai District Council, it is in Chhimtuipui 
district under Lawngtlai R.D. 19 villages have. a population size of 
2000-4999. Sixteen of them are in Aizawl district, one in Lunglei 
district and the remaining two are in clihimtuipui district. 61 villages 
have a population size of 1000-1999, 155 villages have a population 
500-999 and villages have a population size of 200-499 and 461 villages 
or 66.05 per cent are having a population of less than 500. 

TABLE 3.2 

Number of Yiliages by their sizes and their percentage to total number 
of villages - 1991 

·Less than 500 - 1000 - 2000 - 5000 and 
State/District 500 999 1999 4999 above 

Mizoram 461 155 61 19 2 
(66.05) (22.20) (8,74) (2.72) (0.29 

Aizawl 196 88 41 16 1 
(57.31) (25.73) . (11.99) (4 . .68) (0.29) 

Lunglei 117 26 14 1 
(73.88) (16.46) (8.86) (0,63) 

Chhimtuipui 148 41 6 2' 1 
(74.87) (20.71) (3.03) (1.01) (0.50) 
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A fairly uniform definition was, however, introduced for the first 
time in 1961 Census which was also followed in' 1971 Census. The 
Urban criteria of the 1981 and 1991 Censuses was slightly modified: 
Earlier the males working in Industrial Category III were treated as 
coming under non~agricultural activities where as in 1981 and 1991 
Censuses, their category has been treated as agricultural activities. 
However, the Directors of ~iisus operations in States and Union 
Territories were given certain amount of discretion in marginal cases 
to treat as urban in consultation with State Government or to exclude 
some in deserving cases. 

The definition urban area adopted at the 1991 Census was as 
follows-

(a) All statutory towns i.e. all places with a Municipality, 
Corporation, Municipal Board, Cantonment Board or Notified 
town area etc. 

(b) All other places which satisfy. the following criteria 

(i) A minilnum population of 5,000. 

(ii) At least 75 per cent of the male working population 
engaged in non-agricultural (and allied) activity; and 

(iii) A density of population at least 400 persons per square 
. kilometre (1000 per square mile). 

Sometimes it is found that around the main towns, small urbanized 
area like railway colonies, University campuses, etc. grow up. 

According to the definition of urban, there are 22 towns in Mizoram 
as per 1991 Census, while there were only 6 towns in 1981 Census, 
we had 16 places of rural constituents at the time of 1981 Census and 
became urban status in 1991 Census. This shows that 46.09 per cent 
people area living in urban areas and the rest are in rural units. 
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TABLE - 3.3 

Urban Units and their population and average size in India - 1951-91 

Number of Urban Average size of 
Year Urban Units Population an Urban units 

2 3 4 

1951 3,036 62,098,878 20,454 
1961 2,647 78,155,318 29,526 
1971 3,054 107,824,755 35,306 
1981 3,949 157,680,1'71 39,929 
1991 4,615 215,771,612 46,754 

As it has already been stated as much as 46.10 per cent of 
the population of Mizoram live in its 22 towns. Himachal Pradesh, 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Sikkim are the least Urbanized Statel 
Union Territories in the country of 8.4 7 per cent. The most urbanized 
Union Territories in the. country are pelhi and Chandigarh, their 
percentage of urban population of total population are 89.93 and 
89.69 respectively. Pondicherry and Lakshadweep too are highly 
urbanized with 64.00 per cent and 56.30 per cent of their population 
is urban. The urban population in the states of Mizoram and Goa 
ranges from 46.10 and 11.74 per cent. Between 20 to 40 pet cent 
falls the state of Andhra Pradesh qujarat, Haryana, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Kerala, Madhya pradesh, Manipur, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil 
Nadu and West Bengal, also the Union Territories of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands falls in this category. Between the ranges of 10 per 
cent to 20 per cent there are 8 states namely Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Nagaland, Orissa, Tripura and Uttar Pradesh. Again, 
below 10 per cent of the urban population, there are 2 (two) States 
and one Union Territory, such as Himachal pradesh,. Sikkim and 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli. 
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TABLE 3.4 

Percentage of urban population to total population in the States and 
Union Terri~ories - 1991 

Percentage to urban population 
StatelUnion Territory to total population, 1991 

1 2 

INDIA 25.73 

STATES 
1. Andhra Pradesh 26.89 
2. flrunachal Pradesh 12.80 
3. Assam IUO 
4. Bihar 13.14 
5. Goa 11.74 
6. Gujarat 34.49 
7. Haryana 24.63 
8. Himachal Pradesh 8.69 
9. Jammu & Kashmir 
10. Karnataka 30.92 
11. Kerala 26.39 
12. . Madhya Pradesh 23".16 
13. Maharashtra 38.69 
14. Manipur 27.52 
15. Meghalaya. 18.60 
16. Mizoram 46.10 
17. Nagaland 17.21 
18. Orissa 13.38 
19. Punjab 29.55 
20. Rajasthan 22.88 

21. Sikkim 9.10 
22. Tamil Nadu 34.15 
23. Tripura 15.30 
24. Uttar Pradesh 19.84 
25. West Bengal 27.48 

UNION TERRITORIES 

1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands 26.71 



StatelUnion Territory 

2. Chandigarh 

3. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 

4. Daman & Diu 
,5. Delhi 

6. Lokshadweep 

7. Pondicherry 

31 

Percentage to urban population 

to total population, 1991 

2 

89.69 

8.47 

46.80 

89.93 

56.31 

64.00 

In 1981, there were 6 towns in Mizoram, they were Aizawl, Kolasib, 
Champhai, Serchhip~ Lunglei and Saiha. The first four towns were in 
Aizawl district and the last two towns were one each in Lunglei and 
Chhimtuipui districts respectively. To this number 16 new towns were 
added'in 1991 Census, 14 new towns were in Aizawl district alone and 
2 new towns in Lunglei district. There was no new town added in 
Chhimtuipui district, Saiha - the district capital was the only town in 
1981 Census and also in 1991 Census. In absolute number, the urban 
population has increased from 121,814 in 1981 to 317,946 in 1991. 
Among the 22 towns, Aizawl is the biggest with an urban population 
of 155,280 followed by Lunglei with 35,599 persons, the third. 'largest 
town is Champhai with 20,809 person. Lunglei with an urban population 
of 1808 is the smallest town in Mizoram. 

TABLE 3.5 

Distribution of towns in the Distrids in 1981 and 1991 

Name of Name of Town Population 

District 1981 1991 1981 1991 

2 3 4 5 

Aizawl Aizawl Aizawl 74,493 155,240 

Kolasib Kolasib 8,282 13,482 

Serchhip Serchhip 7,329 13,688 
Champhai Champhai 7,487 20,809 
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Name of Name of Town Population 

District 1981 1991 1981 1991 

2 3 4 5 

Zawlnuam 3,455 
Mamit 3,546 
Lengpui 1,808 

.Sairang 3,527 
Vairengte 5,607 
N. Kawnpui 5,290 
Bairabi 2,421 
Datlawn 3,609 
Thenzawl 4,502 

. Saitual 8,402 
Khawzawl 7,102 
Khawhai 2,108 
Biate 2,325 
N. Vanlaiphai 2,804 

Lunglei Lunglei Lunglei 17,205 35,399 
Tlabung 3,409 
Hnahthial 5,548 

Chhimtuipui .$aiha Saiha 7,018 13,669 

The India Census also classified the town and cities into six classes 
according to their population. The class-I towns which are called cities are 
those with a population 100,000 and above. Class - II towns are those with 
a population of 50,000 but less than 100,000, Class - III are those with a 
population of20,000 but less than 50,000. Class-IV are those with a population 
of 10,000 but less than 20,000. Those with a population of 5,000 but less than 
Hi,oOO are class-V and with a population of less than 5,000 are Class-VI 
towns. In Mizoram there is one town of Class-I. There is no Class - II and two 
town of Class - III. Three twons comes under Class IV Most of the towns are 
u~der Class-VI, and there are as many as 10 towns under this Class again 

5 towns are under Class-Yo 
Besides Classifying the towns according to the size of population, they 

can also be classified according to the main activities of their workers. The 
function of the town or the main activities of its workers can be classified into 
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the following categories, includes agriculture, mining etc.), industry, trade 
and commerce and service. If a town has one function, it is called 
monofunctional town. A town which has two with more than two important 
functions is called bi-functional town. A town with more than two important 
function is called multifunctional town. 

The 1971 concept for Urban Agglomeration is also adopted both in 1981 
and 1991 Censuses. Very often large railway colonies, university campuses, 
port areas, military camp, etc., come up outside the statutory limits of the city 
of town but adjoining it such areas may not be themselves qualifY' to be treated 
as towns but if they form a continuous spread with the town, they are outgrowths 
of the town and deserve to be treated as urban. These towns together with 
their outgrowths have been treated as one urban unit and called Urban 
Agglomeration. There is no Urban Agglomeration in Mizoram during 1991 
Census. 





CHAPTER IV 

ARE THE NUMBER OF MEN AND WOMEN 
BALANCED? 

The age wise and sex wise composition of population which 
provides information regarding the proportion of men and women 
and the proportion of persons in different age groups forms an important 
aspects of population studies. The age and sex com~sition of a 
population has great influence on the growth of population. For example 
in a population that has an e" .. traordinary ligh shared of members aged 
over 50. We would expect low birth,rates and high death rates; which 
result in slow growth rate. Sinlliarly a very high pre-ponderance of 
one sex will tend to a lower fertility and slower growth. Such imbalance 
effect the social and economic life of the population. For instance, the 
decrease in male population due to war (where a war has removed a 
large proportion of the male) leaving large number of adult women 

with no eligible males, causes normal family life impossible (for a 
large proportion of adult) and this lead to a good deal of social evils. 

The sex ratio by number of felnales per 1,000 males on account 
of the fact that in India there has been predominance of males over 
fetnales. It is generally expected that the tnales and the females are 
equal in number everywhere and at all times. But it has never been so. 

The differences in the number. of sexes occurred everywhere and at 
times with great tnagnitude. The difference seldom remains constant. 
In India it changes from census to census. In 1991 the sex ratio of 
India was 937 females per 1000 tnales. In 1901, it was 972. It kept on 

declining in the successive censuses till it reached 945 in 1941. It rose 
to 948 iIi 1951 only to decline again 941 in 1961 and 930 in 1971. 
In 1981 it rose again to 933. There is little increase in 1991 and has 

become 937. 

Ideally the sex ratio of men and women should be balanced, it is 
never so. There are several reasons for such inequality in proportion 
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between the sexes. The most important reason is (one related to) the 
disparity in the birth and death rates for different sexes. It has been 
observed that more male. babies are born than female ones, but within 
one year after birth more male babies die than the female one. This 
factor is likely to result in keeping balanced proportion of sexes, 9ut 
a balance in death rates of ~igher ages (after between males and 
females that the proportion between the sexes became imbalanced. In 
our country women in their child bearing ages die comparatively in 
larger numbers than men of the same age group owing to causes like 
frequent child-bearing, poor medical facilities and so on. This effects 
the proportion between men and. women at higher ages. Another 
important factor which influences sex ratio is migration. As we know 
the migration may be from the villages to the town, between states or 
between countries. In this idea more men move than women. For 
instance, in the case of migration from rural areas to urban areas, it 
is the man who moved first into the town or city usually in search of 
employment or well settlement, they leave behinq their families. Thus 
migration adds to the total male population of the mban areas. Similarly, 
such migration reduced the male population of rural areas. Sometimes 
the number of young men suddenly reduces owing to loss in wars 
which affects the sex balance. The second world war caused a shortage 
of male in some of the European countries, and as a result the sex ratio 
in those countries became very higb. The iI:nbalance in the proportion 
between the sexes is visible allover the world. Male out-numbered 
females in most of Asian countries. The Arab countries and 'Africa 
also experiences that same excess of males. Australia, Canada and 
New Zealand also belong to the male dominated category. On the 
other hand several countries of Europe and America and the Russia 
have excess of females over males. 

A look at the sex ratio of India in the past decades shows that our 
country suffers from a deficiency of females and that this deficiency 
has been steadily increasing over the decades. Since the turn of the 
century every census has recorded a decline in the sex ratio of Our 
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country. Thus the sex ratio which was steadily drawn and fell to the 
level of 937 since 1901. But there is a slight increase in the sex ratio 
during the decade 1971-1991. Table 4.1 gives the sex ratio for the 
country and the state of Mizoram since 1901-1991. 

TABLE 4.1 

Sex ratio in India and Mizoram, 1901-1991 (number of females pel' 
1000 males) 

Sex ratio in 

Year India Mizoram 

2 ~ 

1901 972 1113 
1911 964 1120 

1921 956 1109 
1931 952 1102 
1941 945 1069 
1951 948 1041 
1961 941 1009 
i971 930 946 
1981 933 919 
i991 937 921 

From the study of the sex ratio in Mizoram we find that from 
1901-1981 the sex ratio stands almost imbalanced. During the period 
from 1901 to 1961, our state was dominated by females, this meanS 
that the population of female were larger than the population of male, 
it also means that for every 1000 male population there were more 
than 1000 female than male. The first two censuses (l971 and 1981) 
there was notable·decrease in female population in Mizoram. In 1971 
Census there were 946 females per one thousand males in Mizoram 
and this has decreased to 919 female in 1981 Census. It has been 
noticed that the female population is slightly increased in 1981 Census, 
While there were 919 females we have 921 females in 1991 Census. 
It is not clear the reason for decrease and increase during these two 
decades. It may be due to migration of young male population outside 
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the state in search of better employment or female birth rate is lower 
than male birth rate and also vice versa in 1991 Census. One important 
reason for the sex ratio being low in Mizoram is that Mizoram has 
been receiving regular flow of migrants. As discussed earlier, migration 
r,esuits in lowering the sex ratio. The sex ratio in the state declined 
from 1901-1981, 1113 to 919 respectively. In 1991 it increased slightly 
and became 921. 

In ,case of the other states and also the Union Territories, we 
notice the decrease in women population in proportion to men. The 
sole exception is Kerala, which is the only state having an excess of 
females over males. Its sex ratio in 1991 is 1036, which is naturally 
the highest among all the states. Among the states, Arunachal Pradesh 
registers the lowest 'sex ratio of 859, There is no uniformity in degree 
of decrease in female population in all the states. The states, showing 
a sex ratio of 950 and above are Orissa (971), Tamil Nadu (974), 
Meghalaya (955), Manipur (958), Karnataka (960), Himachal Pradesh 
(976), Goa (967), and Andhra Pradesh (972). The states with very low 
sex ratio area Arunachal Pradesh (859), Haryana (865), Nagaland 
(886) and Sikkim (878). In general, the states of southern India have 
higher sex ratio than those of Northern In~ia. 

Among the Union Territories, the lowest sex ratio is found in 
Chandigarh (790) and the highest is in Pondicherry (979). There is 
wide variation in sex ratio among the Union Territories than the state. 
Table' 4.2 gives the sex ratio of the State and Union Territories.' 

TABLE 4.2 

Sex ratio in the States and. Union Territories 

India/State/Ur Sex ratio in 1991 

1 2 

India* 937 

Andhra Pradesh 972 

Arunachal Pradesh 859 

Assam 923 
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India/StatelUT Sex ratio in 1991 

2. 

Bihar 9Il 
Goa 967 
Gujarat 934 
Haryana 865 
Himachal Pradesh 976 
Jamm).l & Ka.shmir* 923 
Karnataka 960 
Kerala 1036 
Madhya Pradesh 931 
Maharashtra 934 
Manipur 958 
Meghalaya 955 
Mizoram 921 
NagaJand 886 
Orissa 971 
Punjab 882 
Rajasthan 910 
Sikkim 878 
Tamil Nadu 974 
Tripura 945 
Uttar Pradesh 879 
West Bengal 917 
Union Territories 

Andaman & NicQbar Islauus 818 
Chandigarh 790 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 95~ 

Daman and Diu 969 
Delhi 827 
Lakshadweep 943 
Pondicherry 979 

*The 1991 Census was not held in Jammu & Kashmi~. For working out sex 
ratio for India and Jammu & Kashmir, the population for Jammu & Kashmir 
as projected by the standing Committee of experts on population projection, 
(Oct.. 1989), have been taken. 
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Among the District in Mizoram, Aizawl has the .highest sex ratio 
(927), the remaining two Districts have equal sex ratio (910) in 1991 

Census. in 1981 Census Lunglei District had the lowest sex ratio, with 
881 female population in 1000 per male population, though in 1991 

Census the sex ratio of this district became 910, there are large increases 
in the sex ratio. While the sex ratio of Aizawl District is higher than 
the state sex ratio, the sex ratio of Lunglei and Chhimtuipui Districts 
are lower than the sex ratio of the state. As already mentioned in 
previous' chapters, Mizoram was one of the Districts in Assam till 
1971 Census. Data could be presented only after 1971, the attainment 
of U~on Territories status. Since the attainment of Union Territory, 
Mizoram is divided into three districts and the sex ratio of the districts 
as per 1'191 census are given in Table 4.3. 

TABLE 4.3 

Sex ratio in the districts of Mizoram as per 1991 census 

Name of District 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Chhimtuipui 

Sex ratio in 1991 

2 

927 
910 

910 

If we study the sex ratio of Urban and Rural population separately, 
we find that the disparity between sexes narrow down to some extent 
in Rural populatipn but widens considerably in the Urban areas. 
Compared to the sex ratio 921 of Mizoram, rural sex ratio (912) is 
lower than Urban sex ratio (932). During 1981 Census rural sex ratio 
was higher than urban sex ratio. The reason for changing of sex ratio 
may be that some people mostly men were migrated from rural to 
urban in search of employment or higher education. On the other 
hand, more male babies were born than female babies in urban area. 
The highest sex ratio (928) in rural population is found in Lunglei 
district and the next highest sex ratio 900 is in Chhimtuipui District. 
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Aizawl District shows the lowest rural sex ratio of 908. During 1981 

census Aizawl District was recorded as the highest rural sex ratio, 

there are great variations in comparison between 1981 and 1991 Census. 

In regard to the sex ratio of urban population, Aizawl District has the 

highest sex ratio among the districts and also higher than the state sex 

ratio. The remaining two districts are having lower sex ratio than the 

state. The rural and urban sex ratio of the district are presented in 

Table 4.4. 

TABLE 4.4 

Rural and Urban sex ratio in the district of Mizoram, 1991 

Sex ratio 

StatelDistrict Rural, Urban 

2 3 

Mizoram 912 932 
Aizawl District 908 942 
Lunglei District 928 883 
Chhimtuipui District 9.10 900 

Let us now consider the sex ratio in respect of three districts and 

their Community Development Blocks and Towns. In Aizawl District 

there are as many.as 18 towns and 12 Rural Development Blocks. 

Among these 12 RD. Blocks, East Lungdar RD. Block has the highest 

sex ratio (997) and ~e lowest sex ratio is found in West Phaileng RD. 

Block with 814 sex ratio. All the other RD, Blocks fall between 970 

to 905 sex ratio. It is found that in all the RD. Blocks male population 

out numbers the female population. Out of the 18 towns - three towns, 

namely, North Vanlaiphai, Biate and North Kawnpui are having more 

females. In these towns more than one thousand females are fOij1ld per 

1000 male population. 

Lunglei District has a sex ratio of 910, This district is again 

divided into four Rural Development Blocks. Out of the four R.D. 

Blocks, one RD., namely Hnahthial retains the highest sex ratio of , 
1000. This means that in Hnahlhial RD. Block male and female 
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population is equal in number. Again there are three towns within 
Lunglei District, among· these towns Hnahthial town bas the highest 
sex ratio, 910. Other two towns Lunglei and Tlabung have 869 and 
960 sex ratio respectively. The last and the smallest district of 
Chhimtuipui is having folP" RD. Blocks with one town, the only 
town's sex ratio is 901 (whereas) the district sex ratio is 910, the 
district sex ratio is higher by only nine. Of the four RD. Blocks 
Lawngtlai retains the lowest sex ratio of 869, the other three are above 
900 female population as per 1000 male population. Table 4.5 shows 
sex ratio in the Districts, Towns and Rural Development Blocks. 

TABLE 4.5 

Sex ratios in Community Development Blocks and Towns in tbe tbree 
districts of Mizoram in 1991 

DistrictJRurai Development Blocks and Towns 

Aizawl District 

R.D. Blocks 

Zawlnuam 

West Phaileng 

R~iek 

North Thingdawl 

Darlawn 

Tlangnuam 

Aibawk 

Serchhip 

Thingsulthliah 
Ngopa 

Khawzawl 

East Lungdar 

Towns 

Zawlnuam 

Mamit 

Lengpui 

Saifang 

Sex ratio 

2 

927 

942 
814 
909 

924 
977 

911 

936 
940 
906 
918 
967 

997 

946 
963 
963 
840 
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DistrictJRural Development Blocks and Towns 

Vairengte 
Bairabi 
Kolasib 
North Kawnpui 
Darlawn 
Thenzawa! 
Serchhip 
Saitual 
Khawzaw! 
Khawhai 
Biate 
Champhai 
North Vanlaiphai 
Aizawl 
Lunglei Di~'rid 
R.D. Blocks 

West Bunghmun 
Lungsen 
Lunglei 
Hnahthial 
Towns 

Hnahthial 
Lunglei 
Tlabung 
Chhimtuipui District 
R.D. Blocks 

Chawangte 
Lawngtlai 
Sangau 
Tuipang 
Town 

Saiha 

Sex ratio 

880 
896 
965 

1002 
984 
986 
970 
993 

1009 
983 

1004 
975 

1038 
926 
910 

905 
900 
881 

1000 

993 

869 
860 
910 

908 
867 
982 
926 

901 





CHAPTER V 

HOUSING AND HOUSEHOLD AMENITIES 

Census House is a building or part of a building having separate 
entrance from the road or common courtyard or staircase, etc. or 
recognized as a separate unit. It may be occupied or vacant. It may be 
used for a residential or non-residential purpose or both. 

If a building has a number of flats or blocks which are independent 
of one another having separate entrances of their own from the road 
or a common staircase or a common courtyard leading to amain gate, 
they will be considered as separate census houses. If within a large 
enclosed area there are separate buildings owned by different persons 
then each such buildin~ should be treated as one or more separate 
buildings. Within an enclosure there may be separate buildings owned 
by an undertaking or company or even government, actually in 
occupation of different persons. For ex~ple, LPG colony, where the 
buildings are owned by the company but are in occupation of their 
employees. Each such building should be reckoned as a separate 
bu ilding. But if anyone of these buildings, there are flats in occupation 
of different households, each such flat should be treated as a separate 
census house. 

It may be difficult to apply the definition of a census house strictly 
in certain cases. For example, in an urban area, a flat has five rooms, 
each room having direct entrance to the common staircase or courtyard. 
By definition this has to be treated as five census houses. If all these 
five rooms are occupied by a single household it is n~ realistic to treat 
them as five censuS houses. In such a case singleness of use of these 
rooms along with the ~ain house shol,lld be considered and the entire 
flat should be treated as one census house. On the other hand, if two 
independent households occupy these five rooms, the frrst household 
living in 3 rooms and the second household occupying 2 rooms, then 
considering the use of first three rooms toge~er should be treated as 
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one census house and the remaining rooms as another census house. 
But if each room is occupied by an independent household then each 
such room should be treated as a separate census house. 

In case of hostels, hotel, etc., even if the door of each room in which 
an inmate lives opens to a common verandah, staircase, courtyard or a 
common room, as it happens almost invariably, the entire hotellhostel 
building should be .treated as one census house. But if such hostels/ 
hotels have out-houses or other structures used for different purposes or 
the same purpose then each such structure attached to the main hotel/ 
hostel should be treated as a separate census house having sub number 
of the main building. 

In some parts of the country, in rural areas, the pattern of the 
habitation is such that a group of huts located in a compound, whether 
enclosed or unenclosed are occupied by one household. While the 
main residence may be located in one hut, other huts may be used for 
sleeping, as a kitchen, bathroom, baithak (sitting), etc. Though each 
of the huts is a separate structure, they form a single housing unit and, 
therefore, have to be treated as collectively as a single census house. 
If some of the huts are used by one household and the other by a 
second household as residence, then the two groups of huts should be 
treated as separate census houses. However, if there are also other huts 
in the compound used for other purposes and not as a part of the 
household's residence such as cattle-she.d, workshed, etc., they should 
be treated as separate census house. 

It is also possible that a household uses another structure, e.g. a 
'baithak' (sitting), separated or by the main residence by some distance 
or by other structures or by a road. In such cases, it may become 
necessary to treat that separate structure used as 'baithak' (sitting) as a 
separate census house. 

It is also usual to find muncipal towns and cities that every site 
whether b~ilt upon or not is numbered by municipal authorities on 
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property basis. Such open property even if they are enclosed by a 

compound wall are not counted for census purposes. Only cases where 

a structure with a roof has come up should be treated as a census 

house. In some areas the very nature of construction of a house is such 

that there may not be any wall. For example, a conical roof almost 

touches the ground and an entrance is also provided and there will not 

be any wall as such. Such structures should of course be treated as 

building and census houses. Pump house, Temples and other similar 

structures must also be census houses if they are so small that no 

person can live in them. 

In Mizoram there are 142,029 census houses out of which 72,706 

are in rural areas and the other 69,323 are in urban areas. Census 

houses are put in various categories. Residential and non-residential 

uses of census houses are grouped as Residence: Shop-cum-residence: 
,vorkshop/factory-cum-residence including household industry; 

Residences in combination of other uses; Hotels, Sarais. Dharamshalas, 

Tourist lodges and Inspection bungalows. Shop excluding cafeterias; 
Business houses and o:ffices~ Factories, Workshop and Worksheds; 
Restaurants~ Sweetm,eats Shop and eating places, . Places of 

entertainments and Community gathering, Panchayat Ghar, excluding . 

places of worship (e.g. Temple, Church, Mosque, Gurud~-ara, etc.) 

and other non-residential houses. In our state especially in rural areas 

one single building of census house is put for mor~ than one purpose. 

They use the building for residence~ in this residence itself they shop 

keeping/selling some essential commodities and also for selling 

Medicines. Though in urban areas such kind of dual. use of the census . 

house is rare. 

The following tabel gives the total number of census houses, the 

vacant houses and the distribution of occupied census houses by their 

use. The data are presented separately for total, rura1 and urban areas 

at State, District leveis. It also gives the housing stock in the country 
and its use which corresponds to Table 5.1 of the 1991 Census. 
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TABLE 5.1 

Distribution of occupied census houses under the three categories, 
purely residential, partly residential (or pal·tly non-residential) and 

purely non-residential for Mizoram and the Districts 

Percentage of occupied census 
Total! houses used as 

State! Rural/ Purely Partly residential (or Purely 
District Urban residential partly non residential) non-residential 

:2 3 4 5 

Mizoram T 79.93 3.75 11.95 
R 83.00 2.97 9.60 
U 76.71 4.7 12.56 

Aizawl T 78.45 3.91 11.99 
R 80.91 3.30 10.87 
U 76.59 4.37 12.83 

Lunglei T 81.44 3.84 10.01 
R 85.3 3.45 8.79 
U 76.49 5.79 14.67 

Chhimtuipui T 85.98 2.82 7.30 
R 86.89 2.53 6.89 
U 80.22 4.60 9.87 

The table has been prepared on the basis of the answers recorded 
in column 3 and 7 of the houselist schedule. 

These are 142,029 census houses in Mizoram out of which 72,706 
are in rural areas. About 80 per cent of the census houses of the state 
are used as residence, 3.75 per cent of houses as partly residence and 
the rest 11.95 per cent as purely non-residential houses. It is Interesting 
to note that purely non-residential houses are founel' more in urban 
areas than in rural areas in the state. 

The above table shows that the rural areas of the state of all the 
districts have higher proportions of census houses occupied for purely 
residential purposes than the urban areas within the jurisdiction. The 
higher percentages of census houses used for non-residential purposes 
in Aizawl district as compared to the other two districts is itidicated 
of more diverse economic activity being pursued in the district. 
Chhimtuipui district has the lowest proportion of houses being used 
for non·residential purposes among all the three districts, both the 
rural and urban areas. 

Table 5.2 gives the percentage distribution of the Census houses 
used for non·residential purposes among the different types of non· 
residential usc. 
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It can be seen that about 77 per cent of the purely non-residential 
census houses of the state are in Aizawl District itself. Though the 
proportion of all census houses taken together is around 71 per cent. 
It can be seen from the above table that besides other non-residential 
houses, which has the largest proportion of census houses not only for 
the state but also for all the Districts, the largest proportion of non
residen~ial census in Mizoram are in the Category of "Shop, excluding 
restaurants". The same is true also for Aizawl and Lunglei Districts. 
This is followed by the category of places of worship which constitute 
13.76 per cent of the total non-residential census houses of the state. 
However, in Chhimtuipui District, about 22 per cent of the non
residential census houses are occupied by the place of worship. Aizawl 
City which is the only town in Mizoram having a population of more 
than I lakh has 4,827 census houses occupied for purely non-residential 
purpose, and this constitutes about 14 per cent of the census houses in 
the City. In Aizawl City shops excluding eating houses constitute 
39.38 per cent of the total number of houses occupied for purely non
residential purposes and more than 50 per cent of the shops of the 
state. This is indicative of large number of enterprises in the City 
engaged in trading activities. 

Census houses are divided into two groups such as Pucca house 
and Kutcha house. It is not easy to give a comprehensive and, detailed 
defmition of the term Pucca and Kutcha houses to cover different 
patterns of structures all over the country. For identification in layout 
sketch map, Pucca and Kutcha houses must be shown by a sign like 
a square for a pucca house and a triangle for kutcha house, further, 
there is a classification as wholly or partly residential or nonresidential 
by shading on each sign. The categorization of the houses as pucca or 
kutcha for the purpose of depicting them on the layout sketch will 
facilitate their identification. Kutcha houses are not likely to be long 
lasting, anyone referring to the layout sketch a few years later can 
easily distinguish settlement areas which are likely to have undergone 
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a change. Pucca houses may be treated as one which has its walls and 

roof made of the following materials -

Wall material : Burnt bricks, stone (fully packed with lime or 

cement), cement concrete or timber, ekra, etc. 

Roof material Tiles, GCI (Galvanized Corrugated Iron) sheets, 

asbestos cement sheets, RBC (Reinforced Brick 

Concrete), RCC (Reinforced Cement Concrete) and 

timber, etc. 

Houses, the walls and/or roof of which are made of materials other 

than those mentioned above such as unburned bricks, bamboo, mud, 

grass, reeds, thatch, losely packed stone etc may be treated as Kutcha 

houses. 

Again' for the purpose of classification of Pucca and Kutcha house, 

the criteria adopted by National Building Organization (NBO) have 
heen made use of. The basis of classification is as follows -

Category Material used for construction 

Wall 

Pucca Burnt bricks, GI Sheets or other metal sheets, stone, cement, 

concrete. 

Kutcha: Grass, leaves, reeds, bamboos, mud, unburnt bricks, wood. 

Ro()f 

Pucca Tiles, slate, shingle, corrugated iron, zinc or other metal 

sheets, asbestos cement sheets, bricks, lime and stone, stone 

and RBCIRCC concrete. 

Kutcha: Grass, leaves, reeds, bamboo, thatch, mud, unburnt bricks, 

wood. 

Those houses which have both wall and roof made of pucca 

materials are classified as Pucca house. When both wall and roof are 

made of kutcha materials the house is classified as Kutcha.lf either 

wall or roof is made of puce a material and the other of kutcha material, 
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the house is classified as semi-pucca. The kutcha houses have been 

further categorized as serviceable and non-serviceable. If wall is made 

of materials such as grass, leaves, reeds or bamboo, and roof is made 

of materials such as grass, leaves, reeds, thatch, wood, mud, unburnt 

brick or bamboo, then this has been classified as non-serviceable kutcha. 

Other kutch a houses have been classified as serviceable kutcha. For 

the classified as serviceable kutcha. For the classification of kutcha 

houses serviceable and non-serviceable also the criteria adopted as per 

NBO. 

Table 5.4 gives percentage of households occupying pucca, semi-
pucca and kutch a census houses in the state as well as district. 

TABLE 5.4 

Number of households and percentage of households occupying pucca, 
semi-pucca and kutcha census houses 

Type of census house occupied 

State/ Total Total Service- Non 
District! Rural! Number of Semi able serviceable 
City Urban households Pucca Pucca Kutcha Kutcha Kutcha 

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Mizoram T 118,898 19.10 42.52 38.38 2.14 26.24 
R 52,510 2.86 35.68 61.45 2.53 58.92 
U 56,388 37.09 50.10 12.81 1.71 ll.IO 

Aizawl T 82,561 21.80 47.55 30.65 1.97 28.68 
R 36,298 2.55 44.38 53.08 2.19 50.89 

U 46.263 36.90 50.04 13.06 1.80 11.25 

Lunglei T 19.544 18.33 35.34 46.33 1.78 44.54 
R 11.620 2.44 27.93 69.63 2.20 67.43 

U 7.924 41.64 46.21 12.15 1.17 10.98 

ChhimtuipuiT 16,793 6.87 25.70 67.43 3.65 63.78 

R 14,592 3.63 20.21 76.16 4.02 72.14 

U 2,201 28.38 62.11 9.51 1.20 8.31 

Aizawl CityU 27,966 54.66 41.23 4.11 1.30 2.81 
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The above table shows that most of the pucca houses are loci.lled 

in urban areas, only a small numbers of pucca houses are f~l'nJ in 
rural areas. In Mizoram out of the total households 19.10 per cent are 
occupying pucca houses comprising 2.86 percent and 37.09 per cent 

pucca houses are occupied in rural and urban respectively. Among the 
districts where there are 21.80 per cent pucca census house, only 6,87 

per cent are found in Chhimtuipui District. The largest pucca census 
house is in Aizawl District and the second one is. Lunglei and least 
and third are found in Chhimtuipui District. 

In rural areas the largest percentage of pucca house is found in 
Chhimtuipui District of 3.63 per cent of the total households. The 
other districts Aizawl and Lunglei are almost same i.e. 2.55 per cent 
pucca house occupied by the household in Aizawl District, and 2.44 
per cent in Lunglei District. It is strange to note that while there are 
smallest number of pucca house in Chhimtuipui District among the 
Urban areas of the District, the largest number of pucca census hou~e 
occupied by the household is seen in rural areas. 

Definition of Kutcha house is already given in this chapter. hi 

Mizorarn 38.38 per cent, out of 118,898 total number of households 
are Kutcha houses. From the table 5.4 it can easily be seen that most 

of the Kutcha house are found in Rural areas, where there are 61.45 
per cent Kutcha house are concentrated in rural areas, only 12.81 per 

cent of Kutcha house are in. urban areas. Among the three districts 
largest number of Kutcha house are found in Chhimtuipui district, 
67.43 per cent to the total number of household of Kutcha house are 

in Chhimtuipui District alone. On the other hand smallest number of 

Kutcha house i.e. 30.65 per cent are in Aizawl District, it is only half 
the number of Chhimtuipui District. In urban area only small number 

of Kutcha house in Aizawl and Lunglei Districts only 13 and 12 per 

cent Kutcha houses respectively. In rural areas of the districts, Aizawl 
District is having 53.08 per cent Kutcha houses, though Lunglei and 
Chhimtuipui Districts are having 69.63 and 76.16 per cent respectively. 
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It may be mentioned here that the housing condition in Mizoram is 
not uniform, urban area are better than rural area in the field of 

housing condition. 

In census there are usually three different households, namely, 
normal, house less and institutional households. A household is a group 
of persons who commonly live together and would take their meals 
from a common kitchen unless the exigencies of work prevented any 
of them from doing so. There may be a household of a person related 
by blood or a household of unrelated persons or having a mix of both. 
The unrelated households are boarding houses, messes, hostels, 
residential hostels, rescue homes, jails, ashrams, etc. These are called 
'Institutional Households'. There may be one member household, 2 
member households or multimember households. For the purpose of 
census, each of these types is regarded as "Household". 

If a group of persons who are unrelated to each other live in a 
census house but not have their meals from the common kitchen, they 
would not constitute an institutional household. Each person should be 
treated as a separate household. The important link in finding out 
whether there is a household or not is a common kitchen. During 
census each household should be listed according to their name, 
household number should be allotted to distinguish. As each household 
will be related to the physical structure of a census house, such 
household number should not be given on the door of each certsus 
house. Only the building number and census house number will be 
painted. 

We shall discuss houseless household. The houseless household 
are persons who do not have permanent settlement or house to live in. 
The housele:;s persons are those who stayed in someone's verandah 
during night or who spent their night in the .street or in railway 
station. 
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Tabel 55 gives total number of Houseless household, with their 
population in StatelDistrictfCity. 

State/District! 

City 

Mizoram 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Chhimtuipui 

Aizawl City 

I'ABLE 5.5 

Houseless household and population 

Total! 

Rural/Urban 

2 

T 
R 
U 

T 
R 

U 

T 
R 
U 

T 

R 
U 

U 

Total no. of 

households 

3 

56 
56 

55 
55 

Person 

4 

393 
393 

389 
389 

4 
4 

Population 

Male 

5 

222 
222 

220 
220 

2 
2 

Female 

6 

171 
171 

169 
169 

2 
2 

A room should have four walls with a doorway with a roof over 
head and should be wide and long enough for a person to sleep in and 
it should have a length of not less than 2 metres and breadth of at least 

1.5 metres, and 2 metres in height. A room, however, which is used 
in common for sleeping, sitting, dining, storing, and cooking, etc., 

should be regarded as a room. An unenclosed verandah, kitchen, store, 
garage, cattleshed and latrine and rooms in which a household industry 

such as handloom is located, which normally are not meant for living 

or sleeping, are excluded from the defmition of a living room for the 
purpose of this Question. 
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One is likely to come across conical shaped hut or tent in which 
human beings reside. In such improvised accommodation, there will 
be no four walls to a room and therefore, the above definition would 
not strictly apply to 'such type of accommodation. In such cases, the 
tent or conical hut etc., may by itself be constructed to be a room. 

In certain parts of the country, particularly in rural areas, the 
pattern of housing may present some problems. For example, a 
household may be in occupation of several huts put to different uses, 
such as main residence, sitting room, store and even for sleeping at 
night. By strict application of the definition each one will be reckoned 
as census house, but this does not reflect the real situation, while huts 
used as a store cattleshed pose no problems, those ul\ed as sleeping 
rooms beyond the main residence, should be counted as rooms rather 
than separate census house. 

If a garage is used by a servant to live in it as a separate household, 
it should be reckoned as a room available to the servant's household. 
If the servant is considered as a member of the household then the 
garage room should be reckoned as additional room of the household. 
It should be counted as room and entry should be made with other 
rooms available in the household. 

A living room which shared by more than one household will not 
be counted for any of them. In other words, only living room exclusively 
in possession of the household will be counted. For example, if two 
households share a single living room and therefore neither has a 
living room exclusively, it should be known as no regular room. Entry 
should be made '0' in the column in each of the households. If two 
have a living room each but in/addition also share a common living 
room, then common' room will not be counted for either of the 
households. This Question is not applicable to Institutional households. 

Tabel 5.6 gives the distribution of household by tenure status, 
h('usehold size and number of rooms occupied for total, rural and 
urban areas at the state district and city levels. The household size 
used in this table are 1-3 members, 3-5 members, 6-8 members and 9 
members. This table excludes institutional households for whom the 
tenure status and number of living rooms occupied by them were not 
collected. 
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TABLE 5.6 

Percentage of households occupying different number of rooms in the 
state and all its districts and Aizawl City for botfl rural and urban 

areas 

State/ T Percentage of household occupying 

District/ R 2 3 4 5 6 rooms 
City U room rooms rooms rooms rooms and above 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Mizoram T 29.96 39.60 20.36 5.73 1.70 - 1.38 
R 37.15 39.96 16.37 3.38 Q.70 - 0.56 
U 21.99 39.19 24.79 8.33 2.80 2.30 

Aizawl T 29.72 39.31 21.23 5.89 1.70 1.48 
R 37.92 39.61 17.65 3.12 0.54 0.52 
U 23.29 29.08 24.04 8.07 2.61 2.23 

Lunglei T 29.23 43.01 19.66 4.86 1.17 1.16 
R 37.63 44.44 14.17 2.50 0.59 0.22 
U 16.91 40.90 27.74 8.30 3.37 2.52 

Chhimtuipui T 31.97 37.03 16.92 5.91 1.67 1.17 
R 12.90 37.27 14.94 4.71 1.19 0.91 
U 12.90 35.39 29.99 13.90 4.82 2.86 

Aizawl City T 25.46 35.55 23.06 9.16 3.34 3.06 

It wiH be evident· from the above table that the l~gest proportion 
of households live in houses with 2 rooms, followed by 1 room. This 
is found to be true for both rural and urban areas for the state as well 
as all the districts. Even Aizawl City has maximum percentage of 
people living in houses with 2 rooms. If medium is used as measure 
of average, we find its value is 2, with the line exception of urban area 
of Chhimtuipui District which has a median of 3. The percentage of 
households living in only 1 room is highest in Chhimtuipui District 
being 32 per cent. However in case of urban areas, Chhimtuipui District 
has only about 13 per cent of the people living in 1 room; which is 
lower the corresponding percentages for Lunglei (16.91 per cent) and 
Aizawl (23.29 per cent). 
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About 29 per cent of the households of the state live in houses 
with 3 or more rooms. The corresponding percentages for rural and 
urban areas of the state are 2l.01 and 38.22 respectively. Aizawl 
District has the highest percentage of households living in houses with 
3 or more rooms, being 30.30 per cent followed by Lunglei and 
Chhimtuipui Districts with 26.85 and 25.67 per cent respectively. 
However, in case of urban area, the position is reversed with 
Chhimtuipui District having the largest percentage (51.57) of households 
living in houses with 3 or more rooms fo Uowed by Lunglei (41.93 per 
cent) and Aizawl (36.95 per cent). 

Table '5:7 gives the percentage of households occupying different 
number of rooms by different size class of household for Mizoram. 

TABLE 5.7 

Percentage of households by the total households in each size class of 
household occupying different number of rooms by different household 

size for rural and urban areas of Mizoram 

House Percentage of households to total household in each size 
hold class of household occupying 

size 1-2 rooms 3-4 rooms 5 rooms and above 

T R U T R U T R U 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1-2 83.69 85.27 82.28 .13.68 11.43 15.68 1.l0 0.99 1.20 

3-5 76.32 82.29 70.08 20.66 14.67 26.92 1.57 0.75 2.43 

6-8 64.22 74.43 . 52.08 31.16 22.62 41.33 3.46 I.3l 6.02 

9+ 52.01 64.29 35.93 38.78 31.87 47.84 8.31 2.69 15.67 

As one would expect, the proportion of households occupying 1 or 
2 rooms are found to decrease with the increase in the household size. 
On the other hand, the proportion of households living in 3 to 4 rooms 
and above, increase with the increase in the household size. It is 
evident from the table that even household with large sizes have 
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remained content with small houses. About 64 per cent of the households 
of size 6-8 and 52 per cent of the household having 9 or more members 
live in I to 2 rooms respectively. In rural areas the problem is more 
acute with two-third of the households' of size 6-8 live in houses 

having I to 2 rooms. 

Table 5.8 gives the percentage of households occupying different 
number of rooms by tenure status for Mizoram and its districts and 
also for Aizawl city. 

TABLE 5.8 

Percentage of households occupying different number of rooms by 
tenure status for· Mizoram and its districts/city 

State! 
District! 
City 

Mizoram 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Chhimt 
uipui 

Percentage of 
household 

Tenure 
Status 

in each. tenure 
status to total 

No. of 
household 

2 

Owned 73.88 
Rented 23.55 

Owned 69.95 
Rented 27.30 
Owned 80.63 
Rented 17.37 

Owned 85.35 
Rented 12.32 

Aizawl City Owned 43.64 
Rented 52.89 

Percentage of household occupying 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

rooms 
and 

room rooms rooms rooms roomsabaove 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

29.09 39.28 21.41 5.59 1.74 1.41 
33.73 41.45 16.76 4.48 1.39 1.13 

27.45 39.18 23.41 5.91 1.83 1.61 
36.13 40.51 15.58 4.56 1.28 1.07 
30.61 42.11 19.47 4.78 1.70 0.95 
24.95 47.63 19.65 4.48 1.44 1.53 

34.04 36.58 15.44 5.21 1.47 1,10 
21.94 41.47 24.79 7.59 2.51 1.16 

7.64 31.99 34.80 14.09 5.57 5.67 
39.78 38.93 13.90 4.36 1.39 0.99 
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The petcentage ·of household in Mizoram living in their own 
house is as high as 73.88 per cent and for those living in rented houses 
is 23.55 per cent. The percentage of households in owned category 
varies from 85.35 per cent in Chhimtuipui district to 69.35 per cent 
in Aizawl district. Lungiei district has 80.63 per cent of households in 
this category. So far rented houses are concerned Aizawl tops the list 
with 27.30 ger cent of its households living in Rented houses followed 
by Lunglei (17.37 per cent) and Chhimtuipui district (12.32 per 
cent). In Aizawl city more than half of the households live in rented 
houses. 

It can be easily seen from the above table in Mizoram, proportion 
of households occupying 1 room is higher among the households living 
in rented houses as compared with the households living in owned 
houses. However this is not true for Lunglei and Chhimtuipui districts 
where the proportion of households living in one room are higher in 
rented category of tenure status. However, in case of 2 rooms, the 
proportion of households in the rented category are higher than that 
in owned category for all the districts of the state. 

It is evident from the table that in Mizoram. which 24.41 per 
cent of the households in owned category live in 3 or more rooms, 
only 16.76 per cent of the households in the rented category live in 
the bigger house i.e. with 3 or more houses. This suggests that 
households living in rented h~)Uses live in smaller houses as compared 
to those living in owned houses. This also true for Aizawl district, 
but in Chhiintuipui district larger proportion of households living in 
rented houses occupy bigger houses as compared to those in owned 
houses. This disparity in occupation of houses for two categories of 
teJ)ure status is indeed striking, with 15.44 per cent of households 
living in owned houses occupy 3 or more rooms the corresponding 
percentage for households with rented status being as low as 24.79 
per cent. 

The following table indicated number of rooms occupied by the 
households of tenure and status. 
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The following Table gives cross-classification of households by 

source of drinking water supply and availability of electricity and toilet 

facilities for total, rural and urban-areas at state, district and . city 
levels. The source of drinking water supply are well, tap, handpump/ 

tubewell, river/canal, tank and others. Within the premises and outside 
the premises of the house. This table indicates the number of households 
to whom all the thr~ amenities are available, number of households 
to whom only two facilities are available and those to whom only one 

facility is available. This table presents data for total, rural and urban 
areas of state/district/city levels. 

Table 5.10 gives the percentage distribution of households among 

the different source of drinking water used by them for the state and 
all its districts and Aizawl City. 

TABLE 5.10 

..Percentage distribution of Households among different source of 
drinking water used by them for Mizoram and its districts and Aizawl 

City for Rural and Urban areas 

Statel 

District! 
City 

Mizoram 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Totall 
Rural! 
Urban 

2 

T 
R 
U 

T 
R 
U 

T 
R 
U 

Percentage of Households using source 
of dirnking· water 

Handpump! River! 

Well Tap tubewell Canal Tank Others 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

3.39 14.42 1.79 16.86 4.19 58.75 
0.66 10.90 1.99 26.27 1.95 58.23 

7.69 18.31 I.S7 6.42 6.68 59.32 

5.39 17.03 1.38 7.48 5.10 63.62 
0.89 13.01 1.00 11.26 2.08 71.76 
8.92 20.19 1.68 4.52 7.46 57.23 

0.77 11.24 1.99 30.69 2.01 53.30 
0.38 12.94 2.43 39.09 0.70 44.46 

1.35 8.74 1.32 18.38 3.94 66.27 
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Percentage of Households using source 
State/ Total/ of dirnking water 
District! Rural! Handpump/ River/ 
City Urban Well Tap tubewell Canal Tank Others 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Chhimtuipui T 0.85 5.24 3.59 46.89 2.30 41.13 
R 0.27 4.04 4.10 53.46 2.63 35.50 
U 4.68 13.21 0.18 3.36 0.18 78.39 

Aizawl City U 5.15 24.86 1.37 4.12 10.34 54.16 

It can be seen from the above table that the most commonly used 
·source of drinking water in Mizoram is 'others'. The 'others' would 
constitute - the springs and fountains. These are the most important 
source of drinking water not only in the rural areas but also in the 
urban areas of the State. Moreover, it is the popular source because of 
its being perennial in nature. The next important source are rivers. 
About 17 per cent of the households used this source. In fact, in 
Chhimtuipui district this source is used by largest .proportion of 
households (46.89 per cent) of the district. This source i.e. the river 
is not so widely used as source of drinking water in urban areas of the 
state except the' urban areas of Lunglei district which has 18.38 per 
cent of the households· using this source. The use of river as a source 
of drinking water, however is very low in Aizawl district, only 7.48 
per cent of the households usi~g it. Aizawl district has 17.03 per cent 
of its households using "Tape" as a source of drinking water. The 
percentage of households using "Tape" in Lunglei is 11.24 per cent 
and it is as low as 5.24 per cent in Chhimtuipui district. 

It would be interesting to find out the proportion of households to 
whom all the three amenities are available, two facilities are available 
and to whom 'only one facility is available. The source of drinking 
water "within premises" would be considered to be the availability of 
facility. The table 5.11 is given below shows the. proportion of 
households having different combination of availability of three facilities. 
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TABLE 5.11 

Percentage of households having all three amenities, only two 
amenities, only one amenity and/or no amenity in Mizoram, districts 

and Aizawl City by place of residence 

Percentage of households having 

Only two amenities 

Drink-
All Drinking ing Electri- Only one amenities 

State/ TotaV three water water city Drink- No 
District/ Rural/ amen i- and and and ing Electri- Toi- Arne-
City Urban ties electricity toilet toilet water city let nlty 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Mizoram T 8.40 0.66 0.66 42.11 0.96 8.02 19.57 19.72 
R 1.17 0.46 1.03 27.56 1.55 6.28 28.61 33.34 
U 16.42 0.89 0.25 58.24 0.09 9.95 9.53 4.63 

Aizawl T 1020 0.68 0.52 45.85 0.34 9.48 20.06 12.88 
R 1.38 1.19 ·0.53 32.22 0.66 7.05 34.43 23.09 
U 17.13 1.05 10.17 56.54 0.09 11.38 8.78 4.86 

Lunglei T 6.55 0.74 0.40 48.39 1.04 5.05 10.62 27.21 
R 1.30 1.19 0.53 31.33 1.73 7.15 12.48 44.27 
U 14.24 0.09 0.21 73.40 0.03 1.94 7.91 2.18 

ChhimtuipuiT 1.69 0.49 1.62 16.42 3.20 4.32 27.54 44.72 
R 0.54 0.50 1.57 12.95 3.63 3.66 26.98 50.17 
U 9.3f G.41 1.95 39.40 0.32 .8.71 31.28 8.62 

Aizawl City U 25.32 1.64 0.14 55.34 0.10 11.31 3.95 2.18 

It can be seen from the above table that only 8.40 per cent of the 
households of the state have all the three amenities in their houses, 
namely drinking water, electricity and toilet. The proportion of ~he 
households having all the three facilities in rural areas is a mere 1.17 
per cent and 16.42 per cent in urban areas. The disparity between 
rural and urban areas is indeed striking. This is true for all the 
districts of the state. Even the Capital City of Mizoram only one 
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fourth of the households have all the three facilities. On the other 
extreme 19.72 per cent of the households of the state do not have any 
of the three amenities with the corresponding percentages in rural 
and urban areas being 33.34 and 4.63 respectively; indicating large 
degree of disparity. Aizawl district appears to be slightly better off 
with 12.88 per cent of the households of the district not having any 
of the three facilities, followed by Lunglei district (27.21 per cent): 
The situation in Chhimtuipui district to be the worst with as high as 
44.72 per cent of the households of the district do not have a single 
amenity available in the house where they are residing. 

In Mizoram 43.43 per cent of the households have two facilities 
and 28.41 per Cent of the households have only one facility, while for 
rural areas the corresponding percentages are 29.05 and 36.44 for 
urban areas they are 59.38 and 19.57. (Among the three combinations 
which is enjoyed by a large majority of households.) This is true for 
all the district of the state. The percentage of household enjoying only 
one of the three amenities is 28.45. The corresponding percentages for 
rural and urban areas are 36.44 and 19.57 respectively. 

Let us see type of fuel used for cooking by households, the following 
table gives distribution of the households by type of fuel used for 
cooking. The data are presented separately for rural and urban areas 
at state, district and city levels. The types of fuel used for cooking 
presented in the table are cowdung-cake, electricity, coal/kokellignite, 
charcoal, cooking gas, wood, biogas, kerosene and others. This is a 
new table as the data on the type of fuel used for cooking by the 
households has been collected for the first time in the 1991 Census. 
This table presents data for rural and urban areas in state/district/city 
level. Table 5.12 gives the percentage of households USing the different 
types of fuel for cooking in Mizoram, its district and city levels. 

The following statement clearly brings out the total reliance of 
households on wood as fuel for cooking specially in Rural areas of 
Mizoram. About 97 per cent of the households in ·the rural area of .the 
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state depend on wood as the main fuel for cooking. In urban areas, 
though 'wood' constitutes the main fuel, 'kerosene' and 'cooking gas' 
also constitutes significantly with 29.92 per cent and 18.16 per cent 
respectively. However, it would be worthwhile to note that out of the 
~O,427 households using "cooking gas" as fuel in the entire state, 
9,426 (91.98 per cent) reside in Aizawl City itself. In the rest of the 
urban areas of Mizorarn, about 87 per cent of the households residing 
there use wood as their main fuel for cooking and only 2.89 per cent 
use 'cooking gas'. Similarly 84.34 per cent of the households using 
kerosene live in Aizelwl. Therefore, this clearly indicates on the total 
dependence of the population of Mizorarn on forest wood and the 

. situation is alarming. 





CHAPTER VI 

HOW MANY OF US CAN READ AND WRITE? 

In the developed countries of the world almost everyone can read 
and write or almost every person is educated. But in the developing 
countries of the world like India, many people cannot read and write. 
In 1991 Census, a person who can both read and write with 
understanding in any language is to be taken as literate. A person who 
can merely read but cannot write is not literate. It is not necessary that 
a person who is literate should have rec~ived any formal education or 
should have passed any minimum educational standard. An illiterate 
person is one who can neither read nor write or can merely read but 
cannot ,,,,rite in any language. A person may be able to sign his name 
but that is not adequate to qualify him as being able to write with 
understanding. He is, therefore, treated as illiterate. In 1981 Census all 
children aged 4 years and below are treated as illiterate ~:ven if the 
child has attended school and may have picked up reading and writing 
a few add words. The concept adopted in 1981 Census was changed 
in 1991. All children aged 6 years and below are treated as illiterate. 
Children of the age of 6 may have picked up reading and writing, and 
also they may have attended school. Even if so, the abo~e age group 
children are treated as illiterate. 

The 1981 Census indicated the proportion of the literate Population, 
at 36.23 per cent and 1991 Census at 52.11 per cent. The percentage 
increase in literacy during the decade from 1981 to 1991 stand at 
15.88 per cent. In 1981 the highest literacy rate was recorded in 
Kerala at 89.81 per- cent and the lowest in Bihar at 38.48 per cent. 
Goa, Lakshadweep, Chandigarh, Delhi, Pondicherry, Andaman- & 
Nicobar Islands and Daman & Diu have a rate exceeding 70 per cent. 
Rest of the UTs are above 70 per cent except Dadra & Nagar Haveli. 
There are two states below 40 per cent at the literacy rate, viz. Dadra 
& Nagar Haveli and Bihar. In 1981 Census the lowest rate was 15 per 
cent there was good progress during the decade (period) of 1971 and 
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1981. In 1981 census Kerala with a literacy rate of 70.4 2 per cent still 
occupies the highest position in 1991 Census also with a rate of 89.81 
per cent. Chandigarh occupied in 1981 .Census with a literacy rate of 
74.81 per cent. But in 1991 Census it is surpassed by Mizoram and 
Lakshadweep with a literacy rate of 82.87 and 81. 78 per cent 
respectively. Chandigarh is relegated to fourth position. For most part of 
the ranks of states and Union Territories in 1981 and 1991 have not 
changed much. Noteworthy improvement in ranking is found in Sikkim; 
Sikkim was in 22nd place in 1981 whose ranking goes up from 22 to 
19 in 1991. 

Tbe following table indicates literacy rates in States and Union 
Territories as per 1991 and 1981 Censuses. 

TABLE 6.1 

Literacy rates in States and UTs 1991 and 1981 

Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy Percentage 
Rank in Rate Rate Rank in increase of 

1991 State/UniGn Territory 1991 1981 1981 literacy 

2 3 4 5 6 

1. Kerala 89.81 81.56 (+) 10.12 
2. Mizoram 82.27 74.26 3 (+) 10.79 
3. Lakshadweep 81.78 68.42 5 (+) 19.53 
4. Chandigarh 77.81 74.81 2 (+) 4.01 
5. Goa 75.51 65.7i 6 (+) 14.91 
6. Delhi 75.29 71.94 4 (+) 4.66 
7. Pondicherry 74.74 65.14 7 (+) 14.74 

8. Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands 73.02 63.19 8 (+) 15.56 
9. Daman & Diu 71.20 59.91 9 (+) 18.84 

10. Maharashtra 64.87 55.83 10 (+) 16.19 

11. Himachal Pradesh 63.86 51.18 13 (+) 24.78 

12. Tamil Nadu 62.66 54.39 11 (+) 15.21 
13. Nagaland 61.65 50.28 14 (+) 22.61 
14. Gujarat 61.29 52.21 12 (+) 17.39 
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Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy Percentage 
Rank in Rate Rate Rank in increase of 
1991 State Union Tcrritgry 1991 1981 1981 literacy 

2 3 4 5 6 

15. Tripura 60.44 50.11 15 (+) 20.61 
16. Manipur 59.89 49.66 16 . (+) 20.60 
17. Punjab 58.51 48.17 18 (+) 21.47 
18. West Bengal 57.70 .48.65 17 (+) 18.60 
19. Sikkim 56.94 41.59 22 (+) 36.91 
20. Karnataka 56.04 46.21 19 (+) 21.27 
21. Hary811a 55.85 ,43.88 20 (+) 27.28 
22. Meghalaya 49.10 42.05 21 (+) 16.77 
23. Orissa 49.09 40.97 23 (+) 19.82 
24. Madhya Pradesh 44.20 34.23 25 ,,(+) 29.13 
25. Andhra Pradesh 44.09 35.66 24 (+) 23.64 
26. Uttar Pradesh 41.60 33.35 26 (+) 24.74 
27. Arunachal Pradesh 41.59 25.55 30 (+) 62.78 
28. Dadra & Nagar Ha~'eli 40.71 32.70 27 (+) 24.50 
29. Rajasthan 38.55 30.l1 29 (+) 28.03 
30. Bihar 3~.48 32.05 28 (+) 20.06 

Note : Excludes Assam 8lld Jammu & Kashmir. 

In India, the male literate have always been exceeding the female 
literate. In 1981, the percentage of male literate was 48.89 per cent 
and that of the female literate 24.82 per cent. In 1991, the percentage 
of the ·male literate goes upto 64.13 per cent and that of the female 
literate 39.29. In the states and union territories too the same trend 
emerges, the male literate exceed the female literate. 

In the 1991 Census, the highest male literacy rate is recorded in 
Kerala, at 93.62 per cent Pondicherry, Goa, Daman & Diu, Chandigarh 

and Delhi are between 80 and 90 per cent. In Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Tripura 
- they are between 70 and 80 per cent. Those of Sikkim, Punjab, 
Orissa, Nagaland, Karnataka, Hal)'ana, Assam and West Bengal are 
between 60-70 per cent. The remaining states and union territories are 
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above 50 per cent. In Arunachal Pradesh it is 51.45 per cent the lowest 
in the coqntry. 

As in the case of female literacy rate, the highest female literacy 
rate is also recorded in Kerala at 86.17 per cent. Mizoram, Chandigarh 
and Lakshadweep have female literacy rate between 70-80 per cent; 
Pondicherry, Delhi, Daman & Diu, A&N Islands and Goa between 
60-70 per cent. Those with rate between 50-60 per cent are Tamil 
Nadu, Punjab, Nagaland, Maharashtra & Himachal Pradesh; between 
40-50 percent are West Bengal, Tripura, Manipur, Meghalaya, Assam, 
Kamataka, Gujarat and Haryana. Between 30-40 per cent are Andhra . 
Pradesh, Orissa. Below 30 per cent are Dadra & Nagar Haveli, 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Arunachal Pradesh. 
The lowest female literacy rate is recorded in Rajasthan at 20.44 per 
cent. The lowest literacy rate was only 11.32 per cent in 1981 Census, 
meanwhile the lowest literacy rate is 20.44 per cent, there is notable 
progress in female literacy rate during the decade. 

In regard to ranking, Kerala ranks fITst among the states/union 
territories in both male and female literacy rate. Bihar, Trip~y'Goa 
and Dadra & Nagar Haveli occupy the same position in both male and 
female literacy rate. States and union territories where males rank 
highlYr than female by at least 4 ranks or more are Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Haryana and Rajasthan; by 3 are Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Manipur, Daman & Diu and Pondicherry; by 2 ranks are 
Karnataka and Orissa, and by 1 rank are Himachal Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Lakshadweep. States and union 
territories where female rank higher than male at least 4 ranks or 
more, are Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Punjab, by 
3 ranks is Chandigarh only. By 2 ranks are Sikkim and Delhi, and 
by i are Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Orissa, Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 
The following table indicates literacy rate by sex in States and Union 
Territories - 1.991. 
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TABLE 6.2 

Literacy rates by sex in States!Union Territories, 1991 

Literacy Percentage Rank 

India/State/Ur Males Females Males Females 

2 3 4. 5 

India 64.13 39.29 
I. Andhra Pradesh 55.13 32.72 26 25 
2. Arunachal Pradesh 51.45 29.69 31 26 
3. Assam 61.87 43.03 ·23 22 
4. Bihar 52.49 22.89 30 30 
5. Goa 83.64 67.09 5 5 

, 

6. Gujarat 73.13 48.64 13 16 
7. Haryana 69.10 40.47 16 23 
8. Himachal Pradesh 75.36 52.13 11 12 
9. Karnataka 67.26 44.34 19 21 
10. Kerala 93.62 86.17 1 I 
II. Madhya Pradesh 58.42 28.85 24 27 
12. Maharashtra 76.55 52.32 10 II 
13. Manipur 71.63 47.60 14 17 
14. Meghalaya 53.12 44.85 29 20 
15. Mizoram 85.61 78.60 3 2 
16. Nagaland 67.62 54.75 18 10 
17. Orissa 63.09 34.68 22 24 
18. Punjab 65.66 50.41 21 14 
19. Rajasthan 54.99 . 20.44 27 31 
20. Sikkim 65.74 46.69 20 18 
21. Tamil Nadu 73.75 ·51.33 12 13 
22. Tripura 70.58 49.65 15 15 
23. Uttar Pradesh 55.73 25.31 25 29 
24. West Bengal 67.81 46.56 7 19 
UT 
25. Andaman & Nicobar Islll.l1ds78.99 65.46 9 8 
26. Chandigarh 82.04 72.34 7 4 
27. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 53.56 26.98 28 28 
28. Daman & Diu 82.66 59.40 6 9 
29. Delhi 82.01 66.99 8 6 
30. Lakshadweep 90.18 72.89 2 2 
31. Pondicherry 83.68 65.63 4 7 
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TABLE 6.3 

Literacy rates by sex and areas in the District, 1991 

Percentage of Literate Persons 

State! Total Rural lJrb~n 

District P M F P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Miwram 82.27 85.61 78.60 72.47 77.36 67.03 93.45 95.15 91.61 
Aizawl 88.()6 90.40 85.51 81.00 84.44 77.15 93.86 95.40 92.21 
Lunglei 77.73 82.37 72.58 67.49 73.73 60.71 92.69 94.68 90.41 
Chhimtuipui 59.ll 66.14 51.24 54.61 62.09 46.26 88.03 92.09 83.44 

TABLE 6.4 

Growth of Lite.-acy in the Dietri.cts 1981-1991 

Literacy Rate 

StatelDistrict 1991 1981 Rate of grov.1h of -Literacy 

2 3 4 

l\(b:oram 82.27 74.26 56.22 
Aizawl 88.06 80.71 55.04 
Lunglei 77.73 70.56 43.89 
Chhirntuipui 59.11 46.09 . 91.54 

In the districts of Mizoram the highest literacy rate is in Aizawl 
District and recorded as 88.06 per cent as per 1991 Census and the 
lowest at 59.11 per cent in ChhiIl1tuipui District. The second position 
in the field or literacy rate is found in Lunglei District with a rate of 
77 . 73 per cent. Between the highest and the lowest rate there is notable 
variation of 28.95 per cent. 

The male literacy rate exceed the female rate in all the districts.' 
The highest male liter~ rate at 90.40 per cent is recorded in Aizawl 
District, and the lowest at 66.14 per cent in Chhimtuipui District. 
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The~e are altogether 22 towns in Mizorarn as per 1991 Census. l8 
to\\,l1S are under Aizawl district, three towns in Lunglei district and 
only one town in Chhimtuipui district. Among these 22 towns, one 
town namely Aizawl" is eligible to be treated as City. As per criteria 
adopted a particular place which have a population of more than one 
lakh population should be treated as 'City'. According to the 1991 
Census, Aizawl tmYU has a population as 155,240, hence it has been 
treated as city and different code also allotted, as per codes of the 
cities. 

Out of ?2 towns, there are only 7 important towns, 4 in Aizawl 
District, 2 in Lunglei District and one in Chhimtuipui District. Among 
these important towns the highest literacy rate is found" in Aizawl City 
with a rate of 95.34 per cent. The second highest literacy rate is found 
in Lunglei town, the district headquarter, the rate of literacy in this 
town is 94.16 per cent. The third place in literacy rate is 92.43 and 
is found in Champhai town and almost the same rate as of Champhai. 
and Kolasib with 92.14 per cent. The lowest literacy rate among the 
important towns is Tlabung with 78.06 per cent. 

The . follm.ying table indicates literacy rate of important towns -
1991. 

Name of towns 

KoJasib 
Serchhip 
Champhai 
Aizawl City 

Saiha 
Lunglei 
Tlabung 

TABLE 6.5 

Litf'racy ratf' in important towns 

Population 

2 

13,482 
13,688 
20,809 

155,240 

13,669 
35,599 

3,409 

Population 
0-6 

3 

25,910 
2,935 
5,812 

696 

Literate 
Population 

4 

10,070 
10,126 
15,740 

123,306 
9,449 

28,050 
2,116 

Percentage 

5 

92.14 

90.51 
92.43 
95.34 

88.02 
94.16 
78.06 
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In Mizoram there ani as many <is 653,565 Scheduled Tribes 
per60ns comprising 329, 189 male and 323,766 female. Out of this 
Scheduled Tribes population 437,173 persons are literate including 
230,791 male and 206,382 female. From the total scheduled tribes 
populaton, the literacy percentage is 80.70: It is noticed that while 
literacy of male among the scheduled tribes is 86.65 per cent. the 
literacy percentage of female scheduled tribes is 78.69 per cent. 
This means that male literacy rate is higher than, female literacy 
rate by 10 per cent. 

In rural areas of the state we have 358,113 scheduled tribes 
population in the state comprising 182,212 male and 157,901 female. 
Out of the total rural population of 358,113 persons there are 
altogether 208,828 literate persons, of whom 114,512 are male and 
94,316 are female. Literacy rate of the total rural population is 72.93 
per cent. As in case of total population, female literate are less than 
male literate. The percentage of female literacy is 67.13. On the 
other hand male literacy is 78.52 per cent. We have seen that 295,452 
persons of scheduled tribes are living in urban areas, and the urban 
population is composed of 167,607 male and 147,845 female. Out of 
tbe total urban population 228,345 persons are literate. It may be 
noticed that 94.76 per cent are literate among the urban popUlation. 
As mentioned earlier the percentage of literacy among the scheduled 
tribes is 82.70 per cent, meanwhile the literacy rate of the. urban 
population is as above. It is interesting to note that people who are 
residing in urban areas are more advanced in Literacy than those 
who are living in rural areas, the variation of the literacy rate is 
more than 10 per cent between the town dwellers and village dwellers. 
Both male and female literate of urban people exceed the rate of 
rural population. 

The following table indicates literacy among scheduled tribes 
1991 
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TABLE 6.6 

Literacy among Scheduled Tribes - Rural/urban and Male/Female 
break-up 

TotaJi Population Literate 

State Rural/Urban P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Mizoram T 653,565 329,819 323,766437,173 230,791 206,382 
(80.70) (86.65) (78.69) 

R 358,113 182,212 157,901 208,828 114,512 94,316 
(72.93) (78.52) (67.13) 

U 295,452 167,607 147,845 228,345 116,279 112,066 

(94.76) (82.76) (92.22) 

In Mizoram there were only 691 persons of scheduled castes of 
these 597 males and 94 ·females. Out of the total scheduled castes 
population 492 persons are literate. Literacy rate became 77.91 per 
cent. From the total male scheduled caste population 442 male are 
literate and out of the total scheduled ca~tes population only 52 female 
are literate. The percentage of literacy are 77.54 and 81.25 per cent 
male and female respectively. In most cases male literacy exceed female 
one, but among the scheduled castes, female literacy exceeds male 
literacy. In rural areas- there are altogether 456 scheduled castes 
.population in Mizoram as per 1991 Census. There are 399 male and 
57 female. Literacy rate of rural resident among the scheduled castes 
is 75.76 per cent. As in case of total scheduled castes population, 
female literacy exceeds male literacy with a rate of 85. 00 per cent and 
74.80 per cent respectively. We fOllnd that 235 persons of scheduled 
caste are living in urban areas, with 198 male and 37 female population. 
The literacy percentage of urban dwellers is 82.29 per cent. It is 
interesting to note that among the urban population male literacy 
exceeds female literacy. While male literacy rate is 83.24 per cent, 
female literacy rate is only 75.00 per cent, the variation is around 8 
per cent. It is clearly seen that male population living in urban areas 
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achie\'ed better literacy rate than those in rural areas. There is again 
adverse here while female literacy rate is as high as 85 above in rural 
areas. it is only 75 'above in urban areas. 

'The following table indicates scheduled caste population and literate 
as per 1991 Census. 

TABLE 6.7 

Litt'racy among Scheduled Tribes - Rural/UI'ban and Male/Female 
break-up 

Total/ SC Population Literate 

State RuraLiUrban P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Mizoram T 691 597 94 494 442 52 
(77.91) (77.54) (81.25) 

R 456 399 57 322 288 34 
(75.76) (74.S0) (85.00) 

U 235 198 37 172 154 18 

(82.29) (8J.24) (75.00) 

Note: Figures within bracket indicate literacy percentage. 

According to 1991 Census there are 698 inhabited villages, almost 
all the inhabited "illages have educational facilities. The total number 
of Primary Schools as per our Village Directory of 1991 are. 612. In 
Aizawl District alone there are 298 Primary Schools, in Lunglei District 
we have as many as 187 primary Schools and 127 in Chhimtuipui 
District. It may be noted that while there are more than one Primary 
Schools in a certain village, some villages are with·noppmary School. 
309 Middle Schools are found in the state, out of the total Middle 

Schools, 190 are in Aizawl District, 63 in Lunglei District and 56 are 
in Chhimtuipui District. Total number of High Schools in the state are 
112, from the total High Schools, 76 High Schools are in Aizawl 
District alone, 19 and 17 are in Lunglei District and Chhimtuipui 
District respectively. It is to be noted that in our state Primary School 
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is from Class I-IV Standard. Middle School is having from Class V
vn standard. High School is from Class VIII-X. 

All the schools in our state are co-educational. Besides these, 
there are numbers of English Medium Schools run by Private (ot Non 
Government Organisation), The follow"ing table indicates J1l.\m.ber of 
Educational Institutions available in Mizoraul as per Village Directory, 

TABLE 6.8 

Availability of Educational Institutions in MUOI'am as per 1991 
Village Dh'ectory 

No. of Educational Institutions 

Slate! Primary Middle High 
District Schools Schools Schools Remarks 

2 3 4 5 

Mozoram 612 309 112 
Aizawl 298 190 76 
Lunglei 187 63 19 
Chhimiuipui 127 56 17 





CHAPTER VII 

LANGUAGE WE SPEAK 

In 1981 Census, a Question on the Language mainly spoken in the 

household was asked in the household scheduled along with the two 

usual languages questions on 'Mother Tongue' and other languages 

known in the individual slip. The institutional household which are 

linguistically heterogeneous and mayor may not have uniform 

household language are excluded from this data. But in 1991 Census, 

the Questions about the mother tongue asked in 198 I Census, was fiot 

ask. Every persons in a particular household was asked their mother 
tongue. Mother tongue is the language spoken in the childhood by the 

person's mother to the person. If the mother died in infancy, the 

language mainly spoken in the per:ions home in childhood will be the 

mother tongue. In case of doubt, the language mainly spoken in the 
household was recorded. 

While recording mother tongue, the Enumerators were instructed 

to take care and should record the name of the language returned by the 

respondent and not to use abbreviations, the following points were also 

be noted. 

(a) You are not expected to determine if the language returned by 

a person is a dialect of another language. 

(b) ~ ou should not try to establish any relationship between religion 

and mother tongue. 

(c) You are bound to record the language as returned by the persons 

as hislher mother tongue and should not enter into any argument with 

himlher and try to record any language other than what is returned; and 

(d) If you have reason to suspect that in any area due to any 

organised movement, the mother tongue is ?ot being truthfully returned, 

you should record the mother tongue as usually returned by the 
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respondent, and make a report to your supervision officer for verification. 

You are not authorised to make any correctio'n on your own. 

The distribution of the 1991 population by languages mainly spoken 

in the Household (inclusive of variants grouped under each) specified 

in part A a!ld part B to the constitution of India under Scheduled VIII 

to the Constitution of India. 

TABLE 7.1 

Part 'A' 

Statement showing distribution of languages (inclusive of mother 
tongue grouped under each) specified in Scheduled VIII 

to ~he Constitution of India 

Language Nos. of speaker 

1 2 

Assamese 808 

Bengali 59,092 

Hindi 8,837 

Gujarati 23 

Malayalam 1,375 

Maatpuri 1,084 

Mara,hi 113 

Nepali 8,247 

Oriya 96 

PMjllbi 532 

Sindhi 1 

Tamil 331 

Telugu 179 

Urdu 309 
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TABLE 7.2 

Part 'B' 

The following table shows the population of language mainly spoken 
(inclusive of mother tongue grouped under each) other than those 

specified in Scheduled VIII to the constitution of India 

Language 

Anal 
Angami 
Saori 
Bbvmi 

BodolBoro 
Dimasa 
Dogri 
English 

Gangte 
Garo 
Halam 

Hlnar 

Ho 
Kabui 

Karbi/Miku 

Kharia 

Khasi' 

KodolKora 
Kuki 

KurukhlOran 

Lakher 
Lepcha 
Limbu 

LushailMizo 
Malto 
Moa 
Mogh 
MURda 

Nos.'of speaker 
2 

528 
I 

152 

160 

28 

42 
348 

9,525 

i 
6 

14 

16 

439 

I 
26 
77 

22,938 
4 

I 
518,099 

14 
'40 
36 
51 
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Language Nos. of speaker 

1 2 

Mundari 113 

Nocte 1 
Paite 7.726 

Pawi 15.316 

Pachury 5 

Rabha 3 

Rengme 7 

Santali 2.679 

Sem"a 2 

Tangkhul 

Tangsa 192 

Thado 9 

Tibetan 3 

Tripuri 26,425 

Tulu I 

Vaiphei I 
Wandcho 2 

Zeliang 

Zau 21 



CHAPTER VIII 

RELIGION WE FOLLOW 

There is no specified State Religion in our Country. Every citizen is 
free to profess any religion which satisfies his conscience. As the 
government does not patronize any particular religion. India is known as 

Secular state. In a Secular, Democratic, Republic like India, several religion 
have thrived from time to time. How this religion come with existence? 
The answer to this Question can be traced from our past history. However, 
it was India where the effective intermingling look place in socio-cultural 
aspects due to arrival of different rulers from different part of the wodd 
from time to time with new thoughts and religion beliefs. Any how it is 
hastening to note our country still remain to be secular. 

Religion plays a very important role in the life of a country because 
it influence its citizen to many aspects. Till 1941, Census data regarding 
age, sex literacy, was collected separately for person professing various 
religions. Since 1951 Census, only the total population under each 
religion is shown. 

India has shown an examplary magnanimity in religious tolerance, 
as revealed through our ancient classics and modem historical evidence. 
If Hinduism has been the religion of the people here for several thousand 

years; Islam and Christianity have also been their religion for centuries. 
Buddhism, Sikhism and lainism are the other religions which were 

born in India and flourished not only in our own land but also in other 
countries as well. Mos~ of us, therefore, have a natural curiosity to 

know how many others follow our own religions. To meet this basic 
demand, religion-wise data have been collected and presented at each 

decennial census in the country. Religion-wise data compiled. In 1981 

Census religion data are based on information on the religion of the 

head of household in respect Df normal and house less households and 
information on the religion of each individual as retained for Question 

8 of the Individual Slip in respect of individual in the Institutional 
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Households. Like 1971 Census, 1991 Census religion data were based 
on the religion recorded for each person in his/her Individual Slip of 

Question No.8. A person may state that he has no religion, the answer 
was recorded accordingly: During 198! and 1991 Census six major 

religions were listed na;nely Hindu, Islam, Christian. Buddhist, Sikh 
and Jain. At the time of.EnumeratioJl the Enumerators were instructed 

to record the religion as actually returned by the respondent, they were 
also instructed not to try to establish any relationship between religion 

and mother tongue, and should record the actual religion as returned 
fully. Religion other than six major religions nlentioned above have 
been compiled 'under the head of "Other Religions". 

Table No. 8.1 shows major religion-wise population of India with 
percentage to. total population. 

TABLE 8.1 

Distribution of population by major r~I;~ions in India 1981 and 1991 

Major religions 

Other 
Year Hind,,!) Muslims Christians Buddhists Sikhs Jains religions 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1991 672599428 95222853 18895917 6323492 162432523332061 3131125 
(82.41%) (11.67%) (3.32%) (0.77%) (1.99%) (0.41 %) (0.38%) 

1981*549724717 75571514 16174498 4719900 130781463332061 3131125 

(82.63~/o) ( 11.36%) (2.43%) (0.71%) (1.96%) (0.48%) (0.42%) 

"' Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

The 1991 Census reveals that out of a total population of more 

than 672 million (excludes Assam, Jammu & Kashmir) Hindus 
constitutes 82.43 per cent; the Muslim constitutes 11.67 per cent; the 

Christian constitutes 3.32 per cent~ the Buddhist constitutes 0.77 per 

cent: the Sikh constitutes 1.99 per cent and the Jain 0.41 per cent of the 
; . .. 

total population. During the decade from 1981 to 199 I the population 
of Hindus to the total population decreased from 82.63 per cent in 1981 

to 82.4 I per cent in 1991. The proportion of the Muslim increased from 
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11.36 per cent in 1981 to 11.67 per cent in 1991. That of Christians 
increased from 2.43 per cent in 1981 to 3.32 per cent in 1991. The 
proporti?n of the Buddhists and the Jains to the total population is 
however almost same. At the time of 1981 Census Buddhist retained 
0.71 per cent in 1981 which there was 0.77 per cent in 1991, againjain 
religion retained 0.48 per cent in 1981 and 0.41 in 1991, there is only 
slight changed. There is small changed in the Sikh religion. It was 1.96 
per cent i~ 1981 and 1.99 per cent in 1991 Census. However, most of 
the six major religion increased their percentage during the decade, 
only two religion namely Hindu and Sikh religions decreased their 
percentage to the total population. The number of the people professing 
"Other Religions" decrease from 276,628 (0.42%) in 1981 to 3,131,125 
(0.38%) in 1991. In absolute term, however, the population of each of 
the six major religions has increased during the decade 1981-1991. 

In the states and union territories, the highest proportion of the 
Hindu population at 95.90 per e'ent is recorded in Hindus' formed the 
major religious community in Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Bihar, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Orissa, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, 
Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
Chandigarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Daman & Diu, Delhi and 
Pondicherry", The highest proportion of Muslim at 44.31 per cent is 
recorded in Lakshadweep followed by Kerala at 23.33 per cent. Among 
the states and Union Territories Muslim is recorded as major religious 
community in Lakshadweep only. The highest proportion of the 
Christians at 87.47 per cent is recorded in Nagaland followed by 
Mizoram, at 85.73 per cent and Meghalaya, at 64.58 per cent, the Sikh 
predominate Punjab and recorded at 62.95 per cent. 

The Buddhists and the Jains could not be formed a majority in any 
States an~ Union Territories. 

Comparing the proportions of those professing "other religions" 
1991 with that of 1981, it is seen that the proportion of Hindus have 
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stayed an increase over that of 1981 in Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, 

Himachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands, Chaitdigarlt, Daman & Diu, Delhi, Lakshadweep and 

Pondicherry. A decrease below that of 1981 is noticed in the remaining 

States and Union Territories. An increase in the proportions of the 

Muslims over that of 1981 is noticed in aU the States and Union 

Territories except Sikkim and the Union Territories of Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands, Daman & Diu and Lakshadweep, where a decrease 

below that of 1981 is noticed. The proportion of the Christians register 

an increase in Arunachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Manipur, 

Meghalaya,. Mizoram, Nagaland, Orissa, Punjab, Sikkim and Tripura. 
The increase in the proportion of Sikh is noticed Gbjarat, Maharashtra, 

Meghalaya, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Daman and Diu. 
The Proportion of the Buddhist stages an increase only in Andhra 

Pradesh. Jjujarat" Himachal Pradesh, Kamataka, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Minipur, Tripura, U.P,' Andaman & Nicobar Islands, 
Chandigarb and Delhi. The proportion of the Jains show an increase in 

Andbra Pradesh, Haryana, Tamil Nadu, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and 

Daman & Diu. The proportion of those professing "other religions" 

show an increase in Maharashtra, Orissa, and West Bengal. The 

fonowing table shows percentage distribution of major religions at 1981 

&:. 1991 Census. 

TABLE 8.2 

Percentage distribution of population by major religions in Sta~ ~hd 
Union Territories, 1981 & 1991 

MlYor religions 
Other 

Total religions 
Census Popula- & Persua-
Year tion HindusMuslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists "Jains sions 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

INDIA~ 

1991 816,169,666 81.41 ll.67 
1981 659,300,460 83.09 10.88 

1.31 1.99 
1.45 1.96 

7 8 9 

0.77 0.41 0.38 
0.71 0.48 0.42 
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Major ,religions 

Other 
Total religions 

Census Popula- & Persua-
Year tion Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists .rains sions 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Andhra Pradesh 

1991 66,508,008 89.14 8.91 1.83 0.03 0.03 0.04 N 
1981 53,~49,673 88.75 .8.47 2.68 0.03 0.02 0.03 N 

Arunachal Pradesh 

1991 864,558 37.04 1.38 10.29 0.14 12.88 0.01 36.21 
1981 631.839 29.24 0.80 4.32 0.19 13.69 0.01 51.60 

Assamt 

1991 22,414;322 67.13 28.43 3.32 0.07 0.29 0.09 0.62 
1981 

Bihar 

1991 &6,374,~65 82.42 14.81 0.98 0.09 N 0.03 1.67 
1981 69,914,734 82.97 14.13 1.06 0.11 N 0.04 1.69 

Goa 

1991 1,169,793 64.68 5.25 29.86 0.09 0.02 0.04 0.04 
1981 1,007,749 64.20 4.10 31.35 0.13 0.03 0.05 0.04 

Gujarat 

1991 41,309,582 89.48 8.73 0.44 0.08 0.03 1.19 0.03 
1981· 34,085,799 89.53 8.53 0.39 0.07 0.02 1.37 0.05 

Haryana 

1991 16,463,648 89.21 4.64 0,10 5.81 0.01 0.21 N 
1981 12,922,618 89.36 4.05 0.09 6.21 0.01 0.27 om 

Himachal Pradesh 

1991 5,170,877 95.90 1.72 0.09 1.01 1.24 0.02 N 
1981 4,280,818 95.77 1.63 0.09, 1.22 1.23 0.02 om 
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Major religions 

Other 

Total religions 

Census Popula- & Persua-

Year tion Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists Jains sions 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Nagaland 

1991 1,209,546 10.12 1.71 87.47 0.06 0.05 0.10 0.48 
1981 774,930 14.36 1.52 80.21 0.10 0.07 0.15 3.59 

Orissa 

1991 31,659,736 94.67 1.83 2.10 0.05 0.03 0.02 1.26 
1981 26,370,271 95.42 1.60 1.82 0.05 0.03 0.02 1.04 

Uttar Pradesh 

1991 139,112,287 81.74 17.33 0.14 0.48 0.16 0.13 0.01 
1981 110,862,013 83.31 15.93 0.15 0.41 0.05 0.13 0.02 

West. Bengal 

1991 68,077,965 74.72 23.61 0.56 0.08 0.30 0.05 0.67 
1981 54,580,647 76.96 21.51 0.59 0.09 0.29 0.07 0.48 

UNION TERRITORIES 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

1991 280,661 67.53 7.61 23.95 0.48 0.11 om 0.09 

1981 188,741 64.53 8.58 25.56 0.52 0.07 N 0.12 

Chandigarh 

1991 642,015 75.84 2.72 0.78 20.29 0.11 0.24 0.01 
1981 451,610 75.27 2.02 0.99 2Ul 0.10 0.42 0.06 

Dadra & Nagar Haveli ' 

1991 138,477 95.48 2.41 1.51 om 0.15 0.38 0.06 

1981 103,676 95.56 1.86 1.95 0.01 0.18 0.36 0.07 

Daman & Diu 

1991 101,586 87.76 8.91 2.86 0.10 0.03 0.21 0.12 

1981 78,981 87.59 9.05 2.97 0.06 - 0.18 0.1'5 
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1981 
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Major religions 

Other 

Total religions 

Popula- & Persua-

tion Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists Jains ~ions 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Delhi 

9,420,644 83.67 9.44 0.88 4.84 0.15 1.00 0.01 

6.220,406 83.60 7.73 0.99 6.33 0.11 1.19 0.02 

Lakshadweep 

51,707 4.52 94.3-1 1.16 N N N 
40,249 4.47 94.84 0.66 

Pondicherry 

807,785 86.16 6.54 7.23 N 0.01 0.06 N 
604,471 85.57 6.06 8.26 0.01 0.01 0.04 0.03 

*Excludes Assam and Jammu & Kashmir. 

@The 1991 Census could not be conducted in 33 villages of' Akram and 
Akkalkuwa tehsils of Dhule district of Maharashtra. The population of these 
villages (i.e. 16,052 persons) has obtained from secondary sources and included 
in the population of Maharashtra and India. However, their further details are 
not available. 

tNo census was conducted in Assam and Jammu & Kashmir in 1981 and 1991 
respectively. 

N Stands for "Negligible". 

In Mizoram, of the six major Religions, the Hindus constitutes 
5.05 per cent of the population of Mizoram, the Muslims 0.66 per cent, 
the Christians 85.73 per cent, the Sikhs 0.04 per cent; the Buddhists 
7.83 per cent and the follower of Jain religion are negligible. Those 
who prefer "other religions" constitutes 0.27 per cent. Majority of the 
tribes of Mizoram follow Christian religion, all other religious 
Communities are small they constitute only below 10 per cent. Hence 
we found that high percentage of Christian religion. During the decade 
from 19&1 to 1991 the percentage of Hindus decrease from 7.14 per 
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cent iIJ 1981 to 5.05 per cent in 1991, the Sikhs fimn 0.09 per cent to 

0.04 per cent and the Buddhist from 8.19 per cent to 7:13 ~ cent. The 

proportion of the ChriStians, however, increased from 83.81 per cent in 
1981 to 85.73 percent in 1991 andthatofMusIims from 0.45 percent 

to 0.66 per cent. The proportion of the Jains remains unchanged during 

the decade. The propOrtion, of those professing "other religions" too 

decreased fr~m 0.32 per cent in 1981 to 0.27 per cent in 1991. The 
highest increase in the number of those professing the six major religions 

is'that of the Muslims at 105.80 per cent followed by the Christians, at 

42.89 per cent. Only two religions among the six major religions had 
increased during the decade. Other four religions decreased during the 

decade. On the other hand those professing other religions had an 

increas~ at 15.75 per cent. (See Table 8.3) 

In the districts of Mizoram, the Christians at 90.83 per cent is the 
predominant religious community in Aizawl District. In other remaining 

two districts too Christians are the predominant religious community. 

Next to the. Christians, Buddhists constitutes 28.31 per cent in 
Chhimtuipui District, and 15.97 per cent in Lunglei District. The Hindus 

constitutes 5.70 per cent in Aizawl District. The proportion of the 

religions other than the above religions constitutes vecy low percentages. 
In Aizawl District only small number of Buddhists are found. 

The Hindus are uniformly distributed in the districts of Mizoram. 

Even though the proportion of the Hindus in the district is less than 10 

per cent. The highest proportion of the population is found in 5.70 per 

cent; 4.31 per cent in Lunglei district and 2.74 per cent is found in 
Chhimtuipui district. The Sikhs too appear to be more distributed in the 

district. The proportion of the Sikhs in the districts is less than 1 per 

cent. The highest proportion of them is found in Lunglei District at 

0.07 per cent and the lowest in Chhimtuipui district at 0.03 per cent. 

The proportion of Muslims are fairly distributed in the Districts. The 

highest proportion is at 0.79 per cent in Aizawl district and followed 

by Lunglei an1K:hhimtuipui districts at 0.44 per cent and 0.26 per cent 

-respectiv_eIy , 
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The population who profess "other religions" are concentrated in 
all the districts of Mizoram except Chhimtuipui district. The proportion 
of other religion in Aizawl District is 0.38 per cent; in Lunglei District, 
other religions constitute 0.04 per cent of the proportion to the tOOl1 
population. From the above analysis it is seen that in all the three 
districts Christians found majority. Other religion could not found 
majority at all. 

The following table indicates distribution of major religion in the 
districts 1981 and 1991. 

TABLE 8.3 

Distribution of Major religions in the districts 1981 and 1991 

Other 
religions 

Mizoraml Census & persua-
District Year Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs BuddhistsJains sions 

2 3 4 5 6 7 ... 8 9 

Mizoram 1991 5.05 0.66 85.73 8.04 7.83 0.27 
1981 7.14 0.45 83.81 0.09 8.19 0.32 

Aizawl 1991 5.70 0.79 90.83 0.04 1.66 0.38 
1981 7.66 0.54 89.11 0.09 2.30 0.29 

Lunglei 1991 4.31 0.44 79.16 0.07 15.97 0.04 
1981 7.27 0.29 76.41 0.09 15.89 0.06 

Chhimtuipui 1991 2.74 0.26 68.65 0.03 28.31 
1981 4.29 0.15 66.28 0.06 28.34 0.13 

In Mizoram, the population of three major religions out of six 
major religion and other religion are decreasing. Three major religions 
namely, Muslims, Christians and Buddhists are increasing during the 
decade. Muslim religion registered the highest growth at 105.80 per 
cent followed by the Christian population at 42.89 per cent. The Buddhist 
population has increased by 33.63 per cent. The Hindus have decreased 
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at 1.30 per cent, the population of Sikhs and lains have decreased by 
28.98 per cent and 63.63 per cent respectively. The population of those 
prof~ssing "other religions" too has increased ·by 15.75 per cent. 

The following table indicates growth of population in Mizoram by 
major religions 1981 to 1991. 

TABLE 8.4 

Growth of population in Mizoram by major religions 1981 and 1991 

Population Decadal variation 
1981-1991 in 

Name of Religion 1981 1991 percentage 

2 3 4 

Hindus 35,245 34,788 H 1.30 
Muslims 2,205 4,538 105.80 
Christians 413,840 591,342 42.89 

Sikhs 421 299 (-) 28.98 

Buddhists 40,429 54,024 33.63 

Jains II 4 (-) 63.63 
Other religions & 
Persuasions 1,606 1,859 15.75 

In the districts the growth of the population of the major six religions 
varies from district to district and from religion to religion. The highest 
growth rate of the Muslim is recorded in Chhimtuipui district at 168.37 
per cent and the lowest, in Lunglei district, at 94.8 per cent, in all the 
districts the Muslims have increased during the decade. The decadal 
growth rate of the Christians is almost uniform in all the three districts. 
They range from 55.77 per cent in Chhimtuipui district, the Aizawl 
district has an increased 43.09 per cent and Lunglei district has 33.43 
per cent. The Hindu does not have decadal growth rate but they are 
decreasing in the districts. Like Hi~dus the population of the Sikhs is 
decreasing. Meanwhile Buddhist population is increasing. The highest 
decadal growth rate is found in Chhimtuipui district, at 50.19 per cent, 
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the second highest is registered in Lunglei district at 29.39 per cent the 
lowest is in Aizawl district, registered at 1.35 per cent. 

The following table shows decadal growth of population in dis~rict 
by major religion 1981-1991. 

TABLE 8.5 
Decadal growth of population in districts by major religions 1981-1991 

Hindus 

Decadal Decadal 

Mizoraml Census Total variation variation 

District Year population 1981-1991 Population 1981-91 

2 3 4 5 6 

Mizoram 1991 689,756 (+)39.70 34,788 (-)1.30 
1981 493,757 35,245 

Aizawl - 1991 478.465 (+)40.38 27.252 (+)4.38 

1981 340.826 26.108 

Lunglci 1991 111,415 (+)28.79 4.802 (-)23.62 
1981 86,511 6,287 

Chhimtuipui 1991 99,876 (+)50.37 2,34 (-)4.07 
1981 66,420 2.850 

Muslims Christians Sikhs 

Oecadill Oecadal Decadal 
Mizoraml Census Popu- variation Popu- variation Popu- variation 
District Year !alion 1981-91 lation 1981-91 lalion 1981-91 

2 7 8 9 10 II 12 

Mizoram 1991 4.538 (+)105.80 591,342 (+)42.89 299 (-)28.98 
1981 2,205 - 413,840 - 421 

Aizawl 1991 3,788 (+)103.98 434.578 (+)43.09 189 (-)38.24 

1981 1.857 - 303.714 - 306 

Lungiei 1991 487 (+)94.8 88,199 (+)33.43 81 (+)9.46 
1981 250 

;, ,,' 
66.103 74 

Chhimtuipui 1991 263 (+)168.37 68.565 (+)55.75 29 (-)29.27 

1981 98 44.023 41 
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Other religions 

Buddhists Jains & persuations 

Decadal Decadal Decadal 

Mizoraml Census Popu- variation Popu- variation Popu variation 
District Year lation 1981-91 lation 1981-91 lation 1981-91 

2 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Mizoram 1991 54,024 (+)33.(;3 4 (-)63.63 1,859 (+)15.75 

1981 40,429 11 1,606 

Aizawl 1991 7,962 (+)1.35 4 (-)63.63 1,815 (+)86.34 
1981 7,856 11 974 

Lunglei 1991 17,789 (+)29.39 44 (-)10.20 
'1981 13,748 49 

Chhimtuipui 1991 28.273 (+)50,19 

1981 18,825 89 

The distribution of religion in rural and urban areas is not at all 
unifonn. The majority of the Hindus, the Muslims and the Christians 
live in urban areas. Most of the Buddhists population again lives in 
urban areas, Sikh is unifonnly scatered both in rural and urban areas. 
The Jains and other religions persuasions are very few and their 
percentage distribution in rural areas as well as urban areas is negligible, 
The difference in the rural population and urban population of each 
religion is not high. Whereas 4.79 per cent of the Hindus live in rural 
areas, as many as 5.34 per cent live in the urban areas, 0.20 percent of 
the Muslims live in rural areas and 1.20 per cent in urban areas. Among 
the rural and urban, Sikhs, however, the difference seems to narrow as 
only 0.05 per cent of them live in rural areas and 0.04 per cent in urban 
areas. The difference of rural and urban for the Christians is the highest, 
while 80.24 per cent of Christians live in rural areas, as much as 92.16 
per cent are living in urban areas. The following table clearly shows 
that the concentration of Buddhists populat_ion in rural and urban is 
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highest among the major religions. It is noticed that 14.32 per cent of 
Buddhists live in rural areas. Only 0.25 per cent live in urban areas. 

The following table shows the percentage distribution of major 

religion by.area in Mizoram, 1991. 

TABLE 8.6 

Percentage distribution of major religions by area in Mizor'am, 1991 

Name of religion 

1. 

Hindus 
Muslims 
Christians 
Sikhs 
Buddhists 
Jains 
Other religions & persuasions 

Percentage to total population in 

Rural Urban 

2 3 

4.79 5.34 
0.20 1.20 

80.24 92.16 
G.05 0.04 

14.32 0.25 
0.00 0.00 

In rural areas of Mizoram the Christians 80.24 per cent of the total 
population in all the three districts Christians are predominant religion. 
The highest proportion of Christians in the district is found iIi Aizawl 
District at 89.08 per cent; the next highest is in Lunglei District and the 
third one is in Chhimtuipui District of 71.82 per cent and 64.34 per 

cent respectively. The Buddhist is recorded 14.32 per cent to total 
population in the state. Among the three districts the distribution of the 
Buddhist population is not uniform. In Chhimtuipui District the ranges 

of Buddhist population is 32.79 per cent and in Aizawl District it ranges 

only 3.50 per cent. In Lunglei District there are as many as 25.87 per 
cent of follower of Buddhist religion. The distribution of Hindus are 

almost uniform, 4.80 per cent is recorded in Mizoram to the total 
population. In Aizawl district 6.46 per cent for the Hindu are formed. 
In Lunglei and Chhimtuipui distriCts they are recorded at 2.16 per cent 
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and 2.62 per cent respectively. Only small number of the Muslims and 
the Sikhs are found in Mizoram. In the State as a whole, Muslims 
recorded at 0.20 per cent and Sikhs recorded 0.05 per cent to the total 
population. The Muslims are found in the districts as follow in Aizawl 

only 0.23 per cent, in Lunglei 0.08 per cent and in Chhimtuipui 0.20 
per cent. The Sikhs are scattered in all the districts of Mizoram almost 

uniform, while there are 0.05 per cent in Aizawl District, there are 0.07 
per cent in Lunglei district and 0.03 per cent in Chhimtuipui district. 
The proportion of those professing "other religions" is very small in 
rural areas, only 0.23 per cent is recorded in the State, the proportion 
of the districts is very low, at 0.39 per cent in Aizawl district other are 
negligible. The foUowers of Jainism are not found in rural areas of the 

state. 

The following table gives percentage distribution of major religions 

by in the rural area of Mizoram - 1991. 

TABLE 8.7 

Distribution of Major Religions by area in the rural areas of 
Mizoram, 1991 

Popu- Religions 

State/ lation 

District .1991 Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs 

2 3 4 5 6 

Mizoram 371,810 17,825 732 298,337 179 
(4.80) (0.20) (80.24) (0.05) 

Aizawl 218,744 14.127 504 194,853 101 
(6.46) (0.23) (89.08) (0.05) 

Lunglei 66,859 1,442 53 48,017 49 
(2.16) (0.08) (71.82) (0.07) 

Chhimtuipui 86,207 2,256 175 55,467 29 
I 

(2.62) (0.20) (64.34) (0.03) 



State! 

District Buddhists 

7 

Mizoram 53.234 
(14.32) 

Aiza\\l 7.666 
(3.50) 

Lunglei 17.297 
(25.87) 

Chhimtuipui 28,271 
(32.79) 

102 

Religions 

Jains 

8 

Others religions & 

persuasions 

9 

845 
(0.23) 

844 
(0.39) 

I 
(0.00) 

(n urban areas, the Christians are a predominant religious community 
in all the urban centres of the districts. The proportion of the Christians 
in the urban areas of the states ranges from 95.82 per cent in Chhimtuipui 
district and 90.18 per cent in Lunglei district. The proportion of the 
Christians in the urban area of Chhimtuipui district is 95.82 per cent, 
secondly Aizawl district is tecorded at 92.30 per cent and thirdly Lunglei 
is at 90.18 per cent. Next to the Christians, Hindus's proportion in the 
urban areas of the districts is highest, and at 5.34 per cent in the state. 

The urban areas in Lunglei district Hindus form 7.54 per cent, 5.05 per 
cent in Aizawl district and 3.50 per cent in Chhimtuipui ·district. The 
proportion of Muslims to the total population is at 1.20 per cent in the 
urban areas of the state. In Aizawl district 1.26 per cent is the range and 

0.97 per cent and 0.64 per cent in Lunglei and Chhimtuipui district 
respectively. The Buddhist population is recorded at 0.25 per cent and 

in the district 1.10 per cent is in Lunglei district. The remaining two 

district formed, 0.11 per cent in Aizawl district and 0.01 per cent in 
Chhimtuipui district. Distribution of Jain is negligible. Those professing 

"Other religions" are formed 0.32 per cent in the state and 0.37 per cent 
in Aizawl district and 0.10 per cent in Lunglei district, there is not such 
community in Chhimtuipui district. 
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The table indicates particular of major religions in the urban areas 

of the district of Mizoram 1991. 

Table 8.8 

Distribution of Major Religions in the urban areas of Mizoram, 1991 

Urban Religions 

Slate! Population 

District 1991 Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs 

2 3 4 5 6 

Mizoram 317,946 16,963 3,806 293,005 120 
(5.34) (1.20) (92.16) (0.04) 

Aizawl 259.721 13.125 3.284 239.725 88 
(5.05) tl.26) (92.30) (0.03) 

Lunglei 44.556 3.360 434 40.182 32 
(7.54) (0.97) (90.18) (0.07) 

Chhimtuipui 13.669 478 88 13.098 
(3.50) (0.64) (95.82) 

Religions 

State! Others religions & 

District Buddhists Jains persuasions 

7 8 9 

Mizoram 790 4 1,014 
(0.25) (0.00) (0.32) 

Aizawl 296 4 971 
(0.11) (0.00) (0.37) 

Lunglei 492 43 
(l.l 0) (0.10) 

Chhimtuipui 2 
(0.01) 





CHAPTER IX 

SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES 

So far we have highlighted a number of demographic characteristics 

of the population of our state, in this Chapter let us have a look at the 

specific section of our people who are of special concern to the society 

namely scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. The scheduled castes 

and scheduled tribes are those who were notified by the President 

under article 341 and 342 of the constitution of India. According to 

common parlance, the scheduled caste are the weaker section of the 

country who required some safeguard which are given by the 

constitution. In the 1991 Census a person claiming to be a member of 

any scheduled castes community should also be a member of either the 
Hindu or the Sikh religion. A person professing a religion other than 

Hinduism or Sikhism, though he claims to be a member of any scheduled 

castes community is not recorded as such. So the scheduled castes are 

linked with the above two religions. A person claiming to belong to 

any scheduled tribe community can, however, belong to any religion. 

Tribe is not linked to any particular religion. The term tribe itself is 

nowhere defined in the constitution and in fact, there is no satisfactory 

definiti()n anywhere. To a layman the term suggests simple folk living 

in hills and forests who are socially, economically and educationally 

backward and required some safeguards which are given by the 

constitution. This people have their own distinct cultural identity. They 

speak their own dialect and their dress range from a piece of cloth 

covering only their groin to the most colourful of costumes used in 

dances and ritual ceremonies. Their religion is originally and essentially 

animism. They depend for their livelihood on meat of animal they 

hunt and forest produce which they gather from forests. 

F or the 1991 Census a person belonging to the scheduled castes or 

a scheduled tribes recorded as such only if the name of the caste or the 

tribe which he claims he beolngs to find place in the list of the 
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schedqled castes and the scheduled tribes as notified under the scheduled 
castes and the scheduled tribes orders (Amendment Act, 1976) in relation 
to a state in which he is enumerated. A person claiming to belong to 
a scheduled castes or a scheduled tribes the name of which is not in the' 
list of the scheduled castes· or scheduled .tribes notified fOT Mizoram if 
he is enumerated in Mizoram, he is not recorded as belonging a 
scheduled castes OT a scheduled tribes community. The list of scheduled 
castes and scheduled tribes is given in appendix. 

According to the 1991 Census, the proportion of the scheduled 
castes to the total population of India is 16.48 per cent and that of the 
sCheduled tribe .8.08 peT cent. In rural areas the proportion of the 
scheduled castes comes to 18.04 per cent and that of the scheduled 
tribes, 10.08 per cent. The proportion of these two communities in 
urban areas is 11.99 per cent and 2.32 per cent respectively. 

Table given below indicates proportiOQ of the scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes by sex and rural and urban' area in India, 1991. 

TABLE 9.1 

ScI.edufed Caste aDd Scheduled Tribe by sex aDd rural and urban in 
India, 1991 

Caste/fn1>e Total/ 

Rural! 
Urban 

2 

SclN:duled T 

Castes 

R 

U 

Persons 

3 

138,223,277 
(16.48) 

112,343,797 
(18.04) 

25,879,480 
(11.99) 

Males Females 

4 5 

71,928,960 66,294,317 
(16.53) (16.44) 

58,~42,419 12,292,939 
(13.41) (13.39) 

13,586,541 12,292,939 
(3.12) 0.05) 
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Rural/ 
Urban 

2 

Scheduled T 
Tribes 

R 

U 
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Persons 

3 

67,758,380 
(8.08) 

62,751,026 
(10.08) 

5,007,354 
(2.32) 

Males Females 

4 5 

34,363,271 33,396,109 
(7.90) (8.28) 

31,755,930 30,996,096 
(7.30) (7.68) 

2,607,341 2,400,013 
(0.60) (0.59) 

In 1991, the highest proportion of the Scheduled Castes is recorded 
in Punjab, at 28.31 per cent followed by Himachal Pradesh, at 25.34 
per cent. The highest proportion of the Scheduled Tribes is recorded 
in Lakshadweep, at 93.15 per cent followed by Mizoram, at 94.75 per 
cent and Nagaland, at 87.70 per cent. No Scheduled castes is recorded 
in Nagaland, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep "and no 
Scheduled Tribe is recorded itt. Haryana, Punjab, Chandigarh, Delhi 
and Pondicherry. 

The following table shows Percentage of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes to total population in States and Union Territories 
1991. 

TABLE 9.2 

Percentage of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes population to 
total population in States and Union Territories 

India/State/ 
Union Territory 

India 

States 

1. Andhra Pradesh 

Percentage of scheduled Percentage of scheduled 
castes population to 

total population 

2 

16.48 

15.93 

tribes population to 

total population 

3 

8.08 

6.31 
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India/State/ Percentage of scheduled Percentage of scheduled 
Union Territory castes population to tribes population to 

total population total population 

2 3 

2. Arunachal Pradesh 0.47 63.66 

3. Assam' 7.40 12.82 

4. Bihar 14.56 7.66 

5. Goa 2.08 0.03 

6. Gujarat 7.41 14.92 

7. Haryana 19.75 

8. Himachal Pradesh 2534 4.22 

9. Kamataka 16.JI! 4.26 

10. Kerala 9.92 l.l0 

11. Madhya Pradesh 14.54 23.27 

12. Maharashtra IUD 9.27 

13. Manipur 2.02 34.41 

14. Meghalaya 0.51 85.53 

15. Mizoram 0.10 94.75 

16. Nagaland 87.70 

17. Orissa 16.20 22.21 

18. Punjab 28.31 

19. Rajasthan 17.29 12.44 

20. Sikkim 5.93 22.36 

21. Tamilnadu 19.18 1.03 

22. Tripura 16.36 30.95 

23. Uttar Pradesh 21.04 0.21 

24. West Bengal 23.62 5.60 
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India/State/ 
Union, Territory 

Percentage of scheduled Percentage of scheduled 
castes population to tribes population to 

total population total population 

I, 2 3 

U niOft Territories 

L Andaman & Nicobar Islands 9.54 

2. Chandigarh 16.51 

3. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1.97 78.99 

4. Daman & Diu 3.83 11.54. 

5. Delhi 19.05 

6. Lakshadweep 93.15 

7. Pondicherry 16.25 

As per 1991 CeIlSUS in Mizoram there were ($91 scheduled castes 
persons and 653,565 scheduled tribes persons. The scheduled castes 
forms 0.10 per cent of the total population and the scheduled tribes 
94.75 per cent. In 1981 Census there were only 135 scheduled caste 
persons in Mizoram. Their number increased from 135 in 1981 to 691 
in 1991. Both in 1981 and 1991 Census scheduled castes population 
was recorded in all the three districts, in 1981 Census only 81 scheduled 
castes persons were found in Aizawl District and 327 scheduled castes 
in 1991. During the one decade, this community has increased by 246 
persons. In Chhirntuipui District 203 persons belonging to scheduled 
castes were recorded in 1991 while only 37 scheduled caste in 1981. 
Their increase is also high by 166 persons. In LUJlglei District also the 
scheduled castes population growth is high, only 17 persons were 
recorded in 1981,. as many as 161 persons are recorded in 1991 Census, 
the increased is 144 persons. The sexwise break-up increase is almost 
uniform in all the -districts.· The following table reveals growth of 
scheduled castes popJ:llation in the district at 1981 and 1991. 
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TABLE 9.3 

Growth rates of the population of the Scheduled Castes in the district, 
1981-1991 

Union Total 1981 1991 

Territory/ SC Population SC Population 

District Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Mizoram Total 135 120 15 691 597 94 

Aizawl Total 81 69 12 327 289 38 

Lunglei Total 17 16 161 141 20 

Chhimtuipui Total 37 35 2 203 167 36 

Mizoram is a tribal area, the proportion of the scheduled tribe 
population is also very high in comparison with the other tribal states, 
of Meghalaya, Nagaland, etc. Though the proportion of the scheduled 
tribes of Mizoram to the total population has decreased from 47.43 per 
cent in 1981 to 41.49 per cent in 1991, in absolute terms their number 
has been growing from census to census. During the decade from 1971 

to 1981, the number of-scheduled tribes increased by 41.43 per cent 
and in this decade preceding the 1991 Census their growth rate works 
out to 41.49 per cent lower than the preceding decade. J?1e rate of 
growth of the male scheduled tribes was 49.18 per cent in 1981. In 
1991 it is 42.61 per cent. That of the female scheduled tribes was 45.71 
per cent in 1981 and in 1991, it is 40.36 per cent. In the district, the 

1981 Census recorded the highest growth rate of the scheduled tribes 
in Chhimtuipui district at 53.18 per cent and lowest in Lunglei district 

at 43.49 per cent. In 1991, the highest rate of growth is recorded again 
in Chhimtuipui district, at 53.39 per cent, and lowest also again ~ 

Lunglei district. In 1981, the highest growth rate of both male and 
female scheduled tribes is recorded in Chhimtuipui District at 55.77 per 
cent and 50.60 per cent respectively and the lowest growth rate for 
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male is recorded in Lunglei District at 45.29 per cent and for female 
is again Lunglei District at 41.61 per cent. In 1991 the highest growth 

rate for male and female scheduled tribes is again recorded in 
Chhimtuipui District at 54.07 per cent and 52.69 per cent respectively. 
The lowest growth for both male and female scheduled tribe is still 
recorded in Lunglei District. In general, the growth rate of male 
scheduled tribes is higher than female scheduled tribes. The growth 
rate of both male and female scheduled tribes is higher than the slate 
scheduled tribes population growth rate in Chhimtuipui District. In 
Lunglei District, however, the growth rate of male and female scheduled 

tribes are lower than the state scheduled tribes population growth rate: 
The following table present growth rate' of the population of the 
scheduled tribes in the district, 1981-1991. 

TABLE 9.4 

Growth rate of the population of the scheduled tribes in the district. 
1981-1991 

state! 
Dislrict 

Mizoram 

Aizawl 

Lunglei 

Persons! 

Males! 

Females 

2 

P 

M 

F 

P 

M 

F 

P 

M 

F 

Year 

J971 1981 1991 

3 4 5 

313,,299 461,907 6S3,56S 

155,015 231,261 329,819 

158,284 230,646 323,746 

217.207 320,088 452,942 

101,267 159,733 228,001 

109,940 160,355 224,93.5 

55,479 79,601 105,19J 

27,498 39,983 53,208 

21,981 39,624 51,983 

Growth rate in 

pen:entage 

1971-81 1.981-91 

6 1. 

47.43 41.49 

49.18 42.6. 

4S.71 40.36 

47.36 41.50 

48.91 42.74 

45.85 40.27 

43.49 32.13 

45).9 33.01 

41.61 31.19 
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State/ Persons! Growth rate in 

District Males! Year percentage 

Females 1971 1981 1991 1971-81 1981-91 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Chhimtuipui P 40,613 62,212 95,432 53.18 53.39 

M 20,250 31,545 48,604 55.77 54.07 

F 20,363 30,667 46,828 50.60 52.69 

In 1981, ihe sex ratio of the scheduled castes in Mizoram was 125 

and in 1991, 157. In the district, the highest sex ratio of the scheduled 

castes in 1981 was recorded in Aizawl district, at 174, and the lowest 

was recordOO in Chhimtuipul district, at 57. In 1991 Census, the highest 

sex ratio is recorded in Chhimtuipui district, at 216 and the lowest, in 

Aizawl district, at 131. ,Comparing the sex ratio of the two censuses of 

1981 and 1991, it is seen that there has, been considerable increase in 
the sex ratio of the scheduled castes in all the three districts. The 

highest i~ease is found in Cbbilntuipui distria and the lowest is in 

Aizaw'. district. Comparing rural and urban sex ratio of the scheduled 

cP_,.>tes in the state it is st:en that rural sex ratio in 1981 and vice versa 

in 1991. In the district, no se,,- ratio was recorded in Lunglei district in 

rural areas while there was 71 sex ratio in the urban areas. Again it is 

ft>und that 57 sex ratiO" in rural areas under Chhimtuipui district, there: 
is no sex ratio in urban areas of the district. In Aizawl district, very 

great change is noticed, both in rural and urban sex ratio. In rural areas 

alone, the sex ratio is higher in 1991 than 1981 sex ratio is bigherthan 

1991 in urban areas. 

The sex ratio of the scheduled tribe of Mizoram has similarity to 

the sex ratio of General Population. In both 1981 and 1991 the sex ratio 

of scheduled tribes is above 900. It stood at 997 in 1981 and 982 in 

1991. In 1981 the higbest sex ratio of the scheduled tribes is recorded 

in Aizawl district, at 1004 and the lowest, in Chhimtuipui district, at 
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912. In 1991, the !tighest sex ratio of the scheduled tribes is recorded 

in Aizawl district, at 987 and the lowest is found 30aain in Chhimtuipui 

di~ct, at 963. In rural and urban area, it is, noticed that urban sex ratio. 

is higher than Rural sex ratio. The highest sex ratio of the scheduled 

tribes. in rural areas in 1981 was recorded in Aizawl district, at 999 and 

the lowest in Chhimtuipni district at 978. In 1 ~I, the highest sex ratio; 

is found in Lunglei district at 970 and the lowest is recorded in 

Chhimtuipui district, at 963. In urban areas of 1991, the highest sex 

ratio is recorded as 101 a. in Aizawl district and! the lowest in Chhimtulfui 
district, at 925. In 1991 the highest sex ratio is 1006 and reco.rded in 
Aizawl district and the lowest in ChlUmtuipui district, at 96&.. 

The following table indicates S6 ratio among the scheduled castes 

and ftle scheduled tribes by area 1981-1991. 

TABLE 9.5 

S;ex ratios among the scheduled castes and the scheduled tribes by 

areas 1981-1991 

SIr ttet Census Sex ratio (females per 1000 males among the) 

District Year Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 

Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

'Mizoram 1991 157 143 187 982 965 1,001 

1981 125 78 267 997 993 1,010 

Aizawl 1991 131 107 185 987 965 1,006 

1981 174 94 438 1,004 999 1,018 

Lunglei 1991 142 35 214 977 970 989 

1981 62 71 991 988 1,005 

Chhimtuipui 1991 2J6 234 91 963 963 968 

1981 57 57 972 978 925 
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The scheduled castes ofMizoram though recorded in all the districts 
both in rural and urban areas but with only 691 persons forming only 
0.10 per cent of the total population, their number are quite negligible. 
Scheduled Castes population are scattered in rural and urban areas and 
most of them are living in rural areas. Out of the total 691 persons, 
456 persons are recorded in Rural areas, and 235 in urban areas. 
However, in terms of percentage they form only 0.12 per cent of the 
rural population and 0.07 per cent of the urban population. Their rural 
proportion is higher than their urban population. In the district the 
highest proportion of ~hem at 0.2 per cent is recorded in Chhimtuipui 
district and the lowest, at 0.07 per cent in Aizawl district. The remaining 
district, Lunglei is recorded as 0.14 per cent. In rural areas the highest 
proportion of scheduled castes population is recorded in Chhimtuipui 
district at 0.21 per cent and lowest is in Lunglei district at 0.09 per 
cent. In urban areas the highest proportion of scheduled castes is 
recorded in Lunglei district at 0.23 per cent and lowest is reClorded in 
Aizawl district at 0.04 per cent. 

The population of scheduled tribes of Mizoram too is n~corded 
throughout the districts in both rural and urban areas. The majqrity of 
the scheduled tribes live in rural areas. At the state level, their prOI)ortion 
to the total rural population is 96.32 per cent and to the total \urban 
population, 92.93 per cent. In the districts the highest proportion of 
the scheduled tribes to the total population of a district, at 95.55 per 
cent is recorded in Chhimtuipui district and the lowest, at 94.41 per 
cent in Lunglei district. In the district with urban popUlation,' the 
highest proportion of the rural scheduled tribes at 97.31 per cent in 
Lunglei district and the lowest, at 95.72 is recorded in Chhimtuipui 
district. In Aizawl district the proportion of the scheduled tribes is 
recorded at 96.25 per cent to the total rural population. In urban areas, 
the highest proportion to the total scheduled tribes urban population is 
recorded at 94.50 per cent in Chhimtuipui and the lowest, at 90.07 per 
cent in Lunglei district. It is strange to note that the highest proportion 
of sched\lled tribes in rural areas is recorded at 97.31 per cent in Lufiglei 
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district, and the lowest proportion in urban areas found in the same 
district. The same has happened in scheduled castes population too. 

The following table Illustrate the percentage distribution of 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes by rural/urban areas in the district, 
1991. 

TABLE 9.6 

Percentage distribution of scheduled caste and scheduled tribe 
population by rural/urban areas in the district - 1991 

StatelDistrict Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 

Total' Rural Urban Total Rural Urban 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Mizoram 0.10 0.12 0.07 94.75 96.32 92.93 

Aizawl 0.07 0.10 0.04 94.67 96.25 93.33 

Lunglei 0.14 0.09 0.23 94.41 97.31 90.07 

Chhimtuipui 0.20 0.21 0.18 95.55 95.72 94.50 

According to the 1991 Census the percentage of Literate Scheduled 
Castes in the country is 37.41 per cent. The proportion of the literates 
among the males is 49.91 per cent, and among the females, 23.76 per 
cent. In rural areas, the proportion of the literates is 33.25 per cent and 
in urban areas, 55.11 per cent. The proportion of the rural male literates 
is 45.95 per cent andi~t of the females, 19.46·per cent. The proportion 
of the urban male 1ite;:~tes is 66.60 per cent and that of the females, 
42.29 per cent. Thus the proportion of male literates is higher than the 
female literates and that ·the urban, higher than the rural. 

The proportion of the literate scheduled tribes in the country is 
29.60 per cent much lower than that of the scheduled castes. The 
proportion of the male literates is 40.65 per cent and that of the female 
literates 18.19 per cent, both lower than the corresponding sex of the 
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scheduled castes.' In rural areas, the proportion of the literate scheduled 
tribes is 27.38 percent and in urban areas, 56.60 per cent. The literacy 

rates among the rural males is 38.45 per cent and among the females 
16.02 per cent .. Among the urban males it is 66.56 per cent and among 
the females, 45.66 per cent. The literacy rate among the urban male 
scheduled tribes by is lower than those among the scheduled castes and 
vis-versa in the case of female. 

TABLE 9.7 

Litera£J rates among the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in 
India, 19~1 

Persons Males Females 

Scheduled Castes Total 37.41 49.91 23.76, 

Rural 33.25 45.95 19.46 

Urban 55.11 66.60 4'2.29 

Scheduled Tribes Total 29.60 40.65 18.19 

Rural 27.38 38.45 16.02 

Urban 56.60 66.56 45.66 

It is seen from the following table that literacy rate among scheduled 
caste population is 77 .92 per cent in 1991 Census, whereas it was 84.44 

per cent in 1981. The literacy rate among IT,\1le was higher than female 
in 1981, at 88.33 per cent whereas female literacy rate is 53.33 per 

cent. It is noticed that literacy rate among scheduled caste male is much 
higher than scheduled caste females both iIi rural and urban areas in 
1981. In 1991, female literacy rate is higher than male both in rural and 

urban areas. While female literacy rate is 81.25 per cent, male literacy 

rate is at 77.54 per cent. 

The following table illustrates .literacy rate among scheduled castes 

and scheduled tribes m Mizoram 1981-1991. 
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TABLE 9.8 

Literacy rates among scheduled castes and scheduled tribes m Mozoram 
1981-1991 

Area Literacy Rates Among 

Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

1981 Census 

All Areas 84.44 88.33 53.33 59.63 64.12 55.12 

.Rural Areas 83.51 87.77 2&.57 55.20 60.17 50.2l 

Urban Areas 86.84 90.00 75.00 74.04 77.11 71.01 

Area Literacy Rates Among 

Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

1991 Census 

All Areas 77.92 77.54 81.25· 82.71 86.66 78.70 

Rural Areas 75.76 74.81 85.00 72.93 78.52 67.13 

Urban Areas 82.30 83.24 75.00 _ 94.26 96.50 92.04 

In case of scheduled tribe population, the literacy is 82.71 per cent 
in 1991 which has increased from 59.63 per cent in 1981. Both in 1981 
and 1991, the literacy rate of male is higher than female in rural and 
urban. 





CHAPTER X 

HOW MANY OF US WORK 

Work may be defined as participation in any economically 
productive activity. Such participation can be physical or mental in 
nature. Work involves not only actu~l, work but also effective 
supervision and direction of work. It also includes unpaid work on 
fann or in family enterprise. According to this defmition, the entire 
population has been classified into three main categories; main workers, 
marginal workers and non-workers. 

Main workers are those who had worked for the major part of the 
year proceeding to the date of enumeration. That is those who were 
engaged in any economically productive activity at least for 183 days 
or six months or more during the year. Marginal workers are those who 
had worked any time at all in the year preceding the date of enumeration 
but had not worked for the major part of the year, that is those who had 
worked for less than 183 days or six months. Non,workers are those 
who had not worked any time at all in the last preceding the date of 
enumeration. 

Main workers may be cl~sified into four broad industrial 
categories: Cultivators, Agricultural labourers, Househol~ industry and 
Other workers for the Primary Census Abstract only. For main workers, 
if they had ·worked for the major part of the year, that is 183 days or 
six months or more in anyone of the four industrial categories mentioned 
above, that would be their main activity during the year preceding the 
date of enumerator. For marginal workers who had out work for the 
major part of the year or 183 days or six months. Non-workers are 
those who had not worked any time at all in the year preceding the date 
of enumeration, their main activity during the year cannot be any of the 
four categories mentioned above. In their case, their main activity can 
be either Household duties, students, dependents, retired persons or 
rentiers, beggars, inmates of an institution like convicts in jail or old 
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people in a borne for the aged and other non-workers. There may be, 
case, however. cases when a person who normally works but had been 
absent from work during the reference period on account of illness, 
holiday, temporary closure, strike, etc. in this case though he had not 
worked for major part of the year, but would have work for his temporary 
absence. He is, therefore, treated as a worker and his main activity 
during the year preceding the date of enumeration would be one of the 
four industrial categories mentioned above. Out of the total population 
of 689,756 persons as recorded in 1991 Census in Mizoram,_ the main 
workers from 42.09 per cent of the total population, the marginal workers 
4.79 per c~nt and the non~workers 35.66 per cent. Among the main 
workers the proportion of the males to the total population is 49.59 per 
cent and that of the females 33.59 per cent. The proportion of the main 
workers in 1991 is lower than that of 1981. From 45.44 per cent in 
1981 is decreased to 42.09 per cent. The proportion of male decreased 
from 52.54 per cent to 49.58 per cent and that of the female from 
37.72 per cent in 1981 to 33.59 per cent in 1991. The main worker in 
rural areas account for 45.54 per cent of the total rural population and 
those in urban areas 38.05 per cent of the total urban population. The 
proportion of the rural marginal workers to the total rural population is 
1.90 per cent and that of urban marginal workers, 2.62 per cent. The 
proportion of the rural. non-workers to total rural population is 
48.09 per cent and that of the urban non-workers, 53.52 per cent. . ~ 

The 1981 and 1991 Censuses while tabulating the census data 
classify by the main workers and the marginal workers into the following 

Industrial Categories. 

(i) Cultivators 

(ii) Agricultural Labourers 

(iii) Livestocks, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting, Plantations, Orchards 

and Allied Activities 

(iv) Mining and Quarrying 
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(v) (a) Workers in Manufacturing, Processing, Servicing and 
Repairs in Household Industry 

(v) (b) Workers in Manufacturing, Processing, Servicing and 
Repairs other than Household Industry 

(vi) Construction 

(vii) Trade and Commerce 

(viii) Transport, Storage and Communication 

(ix) Oilier services, 

All the non-workers nine grouped together for purpose of their 
classification. Although t~ese had been categorised as full time students, 
those attaching to household duties, dependents and infants, retired 
persons of independent m~ans beggars and vagrants, inmates of penal, 
mental and charitable institution and others. 

Mizoram' being a tribal state and the majority and the mainstay of 
the people being cultivators, both the sexes work ,equally in their 
respective field. Besides that, there is no division of labour as the 
Question of specialisation in a particular trade does not arise due to 
absence of industries, mining and quarrying or. caste or tribal system 
effecting it.' That is why the rate of workers is comparatively high. 
Table 10.1 gives us the percentage distribution of workers and non
workers (sex-wise) in Mizoram for 1981 ,and 1991. 

TABLE 10.1 

Distribution of workers by sex in Mizoram 1981 to 1991 

Years Persons Males, Females 

Workers Non- Workers Non- Workers Non-

Workers Workers Workers 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

1991 290,317 352,411 178,011 165,597 112,306 186,814 

(42.09) (51.09) (49,59) (46.13) (33,95) (56.48) 
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Years Persons Males Females 

Workers Non- Workers Non- Workers Non-

Workers Workers Workers 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

1981 206,064 269,390 129,608 122,098 76,456 147,292 
. 

(41.73) (54.56) (50.38) (47.46) (32.33) (62.28) 

A tribal economy cannot support a large number of dependents. 

Therefore, the participation rate in th.e working force is very high in 

tribal societies. It is seen from the table that there is not much difference 
. in the participation work both the sexes, while male work participation 

is 49.59 per cent the opposite sex participation in the working group is 

46.13 per cent. In Mizoram shifting cultivation is practised in rural 
areas and most of the wolkers are engaged in cultivation. Every year 

their jhums are shifted from one place to another. Each village are 

having participation areas of lands of cultivable and non-cultivable 

lands. Within their respective lands they choose their jhum by a system 
of lots the system the villagers are choosing jhum is being arranged by 

village councils with proper demarcation of the lands. As mentioned 

earlier all the cultivators are concentrated in rural areas where both 

males and females w0ti' together equally, so there is no much difference 
in the rate of workers between the two sexes. However in urban areas, 

population is concentrated of for other services such as office employees 

in various departments, teachers in schools and colleges, employees in 
shops, government services skilled labourers, etc., works. People do 

not settle in urban areas for cultivation. Therefore, the housewives in 
the town Cfannot participate in cultivation work as in the case in rural 

areas. Likewise in rural areas, large numbet of females teachers are 

working with same rank, equal pay. Female teachers out number male 

teachers in prilD3lY schools, most of the primary school teachers are 

female in our State capital, there are many schools where only one 

male teachers are found. As such female participation of work is also 

high in urban area. 
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The following table illustrate distribution of workers by sex in 
rural and urban areas - 1991. 

TABLE 10.2 

Distribution of workers by sex in rural and urban areas 1991 

Areas Total Workers Male. Workers Female Workers 

Number Proportion Number Proportion Number Proportion 
to toal to toal to toal, 

population population population 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Total 290,317 42.09 I 78,01I 49.59 112,306 33.95 

Rural 169,337 45.54 99,722 51.29 69,615. 39.24 

Urban 120,980 38.05 78,289 47.57 42,691 27.83 

If we see at the table above, we can see that the total workers at 
the state level work out at 4959 per cent among the males and 33.95 
per cent among the female of the total population respectively. It is 
clearly seen that much larger proportion of the. males are workers than 
among females. 

In the total population of both among the males and females, we 
see that the proportion of workers in the urban areas are less than in the 
rural areas viz., 38.05 per cent in urban and 4554 per cent in rural 

areas. There are various reasons for the difference. In the urban areas,. 
schooling facilities and education opportunities are found much better 
than in rural areas. In the younger age groups larger numbers are still 
studying in the urban areas than in the rural areas. In the later chiklfen 
and women can work in cultivation/agriculture and become workers in 
larger numbers than in the urban areas where job for children and 
women are not so easily available. The urban portion of workers is, 
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therefore than that in the rural areas. 

The proportion of workers in the total population and among men 
and women in each district are indicated in table 10.3. 

TABLE 10.3 

Proportion of workers in the total population and among males and 
females in the district, 1991 

State! Proportion (in per cent) of workers in the district 

District Total Population Males Females 

2 3 4 

M"izoram 42.09 49.59 33;95 

Aizawl 41.42 49.13 33.09 

Lunglei 42.SI SO.7Z 33.48 

Chhimtuipui 44.84 SO.48 38.63 

In all the three-liistricts, the proportion of workers is above (41.42%) 
the highest proportion being in Chhimtuipui District (44.84 per cent) 
and lowest in Aizawl District are seen from the above .table that the 
proportion of workers among. women are lower than male in all the 
district though there is wide vru::iation of these proportion among the 
districts. While the highest proportion among femall? is 38.63 per cent 
the lower proportion of workers among male is 49.13 per cent. 

We have seen earlier that workers are divided into various categories 
according to the types of job they do. Let us now consider the distribution 
of workers among these various categories. 

Table No. 10.4 gives the distribution of the workers in the state 
among the various categories., It also indicates the distribution among 
these categones of male and female workers. 
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TABLE 10.4 

Distribution of workers (including Marginal Workers) by Categories -
1991 

Industrial Total Workers Male Workers Female Workers 

Category Num- Percen- Num- Percen- Num- Percen-
ber tage ber tage ber tage 

to total to total to total 
workers workers workers 

2 3 .4 5 6 7 

Cultivator 178,101 61.35 94,878 53.30 83,223 74.10 

II Agricultural 9,527 3.28 6,181 3.47 3,346 2.98 
labourer 

III Lives stock, 3,317 1.'14 1,904 1.07 1,413 1.26 
forestry, fishing, 
hunting and 
plantation 
orchards to 
allied activities 

IV Mining and 631 0.22 604 0.34 27 0.02 
quarrying 

V(a) Manufacturing 2,958 1.02 1,997 1.12 691 0.62 
processing, 
servicing and 
repairing in 
household 

industry 

V (b) Manufacturing, 4,606 1.59 3,844 2.16 762 0.68 
processing, 
servicing and 

repairs in other 
than household 
industry 



Industrial' 

Category 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 
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Total Workers 

Num- Percen-

ber tage 

to toa! 

workers 

2 3 

7,158 2.47 

15,078 5.19 

3,304 1.14 

65,637 22.61 

Male Workers Female Workers 

Num- Percen- Num- Percen-

ber tage ber tage 

to toal to toal 

workers workers 

4 5 6 7 

6,923 3.89 235 0.21 

6,285 3.53 8,793 7.83 

3,257 1.83 47 0.04 

52,138 29.29 13,499 12.02 

In our state, as indeed generally in the country, the largest proportion 
of workers are cultivation. Of the total workers in the state nearly 61.35 
per cent are in cultivation, the proportion in the other categories being 
very much small. After cultivation the next highest proportion of workers 
is in the other services viz., 22.61 per cent which includes all government 
employees and other who are in municipal services, educational services, 
etc. The portion of workers in trade and commerce are 5.19 per cent 
and in agricultural labourer is 3.28 per cent. 

Both among males and females the highest proportion of workers 
are in cultivation. Among male workers 53.30 per cent are cultivators 
to the total workers and 3.47 per cent are agricultural labourers_ Among 
females workers 74.10 per cent are engaged in cultivation, it is interesting 
to note that larger number of female workers are engaged in cultivation 
than male workers. It may also be seen that female are work harder 
than' male in the field of cultivation. In trade and commerce more 
female are participating, ~hile only 3.53 per cent of male workers are 
found in trade and commerce 7.83 per cent female workers are found 
from their respective total workers. Next to the cultivation, 29.29 per 
cent and 12.02 per cent are also found in other services of both male 
and female respectively. 
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We can see from the ..,le that in proportion of female workers in 
all other. categories are less than that of male workers. 

We may now consider ibe distribution 'of the workers in each 
district among the various Categories. Table 10.5 indicates this 

distribution. 

-TABLE 10.5 

Distribution of workers among the categories in tile district - 1991 

District Proportion (~percentage of workers in categories) 

ii III IV Veal 

2 3 4 5 6 

Aizawl 56.13 3.41 1.61 0.31 ),27 

Lunglei '68.80 3.61 0.2} 0.03 0.56 

Chhimtuipui 76.57 2.36 0.05 0.01 0.40 

District Proportion (in percentage of workers in categories) 

V(b) VI VII VIII IX 

7 8 9 10 11 

Aizawl 2.08 2.89 6.60 1.47 24.23 

Lunglei 0.69 2.01 2.64 0.47 20.98 

Chhimtuipui 0.34 1.09 1.67 0.35 17.16 

From the above table we notice again the importance of cultivation 
in our state. We fmd that in all the districts the workers in cultivation 

activities are more than 76.57 per cent except in -Aizawl district with a 

percentage of 56. 13. Lunglei district with 68.80 per cent, Chhimtuipui 

district with 76.57 peT cent which is the highest percentage of cultivators. 

The proportion workers in Category llI, livestock, forestry, fishing, 

hunting and plantation, etc., are more in Aizawl district with 1.61 per 
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cent, there are few number in other two districts. Mining and quarrying 

or Category IV in our state is negligible only below 1 per cent are 

found in all the three districts. 

Household industry or Category V(a), the proportion of workers in 
household industry is also negligible. 1.27 per cent of workers engaged 

in this industry are found in Aizawl district. The other two districts are 
having below I per cent. 

Other than household industry or Category V(b),. likewise in 
Category V(a) persons working under this category are found more in 
Aizawl district with 2.08 per cent. This is because of Aizawl City in the 
district. Some small scale industries are located here. The remaining 
district the proportion of workers is very less Le. below one per cent. 

Workers in Category vi - this category includes those working in 

construction and maintenance of buildings, roads, bridges and irrigation 
projects. The proportion 2.89 per. cent are found in Aizawl district 
which is attributed to number of new construction in the state capital 
as well as urban areas in the district. Other district constitutes low 
proportion of workers in this ca,tegory - 2.01 per cent in Lunglei district 
and 1.09 per cent in Chhimtuipui district. 

Trade and commerce or Category VII - Aizawl district has the 

highest proportion ofwo~kers in this category viz., 6.60 per cent mainly 

due to Aizawl City which is the trade and commercial centre of the 
State. In other districts proportion of workers are below half of Aizawl 
district with 2.64 per cent and 1.67 per cent in Lunglei and Chhimtuipui 
district respectively. Category VIII workers in transport, storage or 

communications accounts for negligible proportion in all the districts, 

the highest proportion is found in Aizawl district with 1.47 per cent. 

Category IX - other services accounts for 24.23 per cent in Aizawl 

district, in Lunglei district 20.98 per cent and in Chhimtuipui district 
17.16 per cent of workers are found under this category. This category 

includes those working in public services under governm~t or local 
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bodies sanitary, education, medical, health, veterinary and community 
services, in electricity generation and distribution system and water 
supply and private professional viz., doctors, lawyers, traders, musicians, 
etc. In Aizawl district alone as much as 24.23 per cent of the workers 
are in this category. This is because of Aizawl City which is the capital 
of state where all the government departments including secretariat are 
located. 

The distribution between the rural and urban areas of workers in 
the state in each of the category is given in Table 10.6. 

TABLE 10.6 

Distribution of workers in rural and urban areas - 1991 

Categories 

II 

III 

IV 

V(a) 

V(b) 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

Proportion of workers ·(in percentage) 

Rural Urban 

2 3 

81.51 33.12 

1.65 5.56 

0.52 2.01 

O.oI 0.51 

0040 1.88 

0.24 3.47. 

1.39 3.97 

1.14 10.87 

0.14 2.45 

12.93 36.15 

It is seen from the above table that the proportion of workers in 
cultivation is evidently mote in the rural areas than in the urban areas. 
On the other hand, the proportion of workers in other categories are 
more in urban areas than in the rural areas, beca~e such industries are 
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mostly in urban areas. Workers in Category I Cultivators is obviously 
much more in rural areas. All the rest of the categories are much larger 

in urban areas. 

It is seen from the table that 81.50 per cent of workers are cultivators 
in our state. Concentrating in rural areas - workers engaged in this 
category who are in urbarl areas formed 33.12 per cent. Among the 

urban dwellers, the highest proportion of workers are in Category IX 
- other service with 36.16 per cent. The second highest with 33.12 per 

cent is found.under category I - Cultivators, 10.87 per cent of workers 
are in the Category VII i. e., trade and commerce. Other category formed 
less numbers both in rural and urban areas of the state. 

Distribution of workers including Marginal workers by sex among 
Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes in rural and urban areas is given in 
the Table 10.7. 

TABLE 10.7 

DistributioD of workers (including marginal workers) among Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in rural and urban areas - 1991 

Scheduled T Total Workers Male. Workers Female Workers 
Castesl R Nurrf- Propor- Num- Propor- Num- Propor-
Scheduled U ber tion to ber tinn to ber tion to 
Tribes SC/ST SC/ST SC/ST 

popula- popula- popula-

tion tion tion 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Scheduled T 547 79.16 537 89.94 10 1O.6J 
Castes R 366 80.26 363 90.97 3 5.26 

U 181 77.02 174 87.87 7 18.91 

Scheduled T 310,856 47.56 168,463 51.07 142,393· 43.98 
Tribes R 178,612 49.87 95,555 52.44 83,157 47.27 

U 132,244 44.75 73,008 49.46 59,236 40.06 
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It would be seen from the above table that workers among Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes are 547 and 310,856 respective~y. Out of 
547 Scheduled ,Castes workers, 537 are males and the other 10 are 
females. The participation of male workers are more than the female 
workers. The number of Scheduled castes workers are found more in 
rural areas than in urban areas. Out of 31 0,856 Scheduled Tribes workers 
168,463 are males and the other 142,393 are females. Out of the 
Scheduled tribes workers 178,61~ are in rural areas and 132,244 are in 
urban areas. Out of Scheduled tribes workers among females 83,157 
are in rural areas and 59,236 are in urban areas. Among the Sche.duled 
Tribes male wQrkers, 95,555 person of Scheduled tribe in rural areas 
and only 73,008 persons are in urban areas. It also seen from the above 
table that participation of both scheduled castes and scheduled Jribes 
are more in rural areas than in urban areas. 

The following table shows distribution of main workers by 
categories among scheduled castes'. 

TABLE 10.8 

Distribution of main workers by categories among Scbedl!led Castes 

Industrial TotaI'main workers 

Categories Total Males Females 

Number p.e. to Number P.C. to Number P.C. to 
total main total main total main 
workers workers workers 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

All 

Cat~gories 538 100.00 527 98.50 3 100.00 

I - V(b) 59 '10.96 50 9.34 33.33 

VI 39 7.24 39- 7.28 

VII 39 7.24 39 7.28 

VIII 

IX 401 74.53 399 74.57 2 66.66 
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The above table shows number and percentage distribution of 
scheduled castes population in the industrial category. Categories 1-
V(b) taken as one category other categories are caJculated separately. 
We have 59 Scheduled Castes worker~ from I-V(b) categories, 39 both 
in VI & VII and 40 I in category IX. It is very interesting to note that 
the percentage of female scheduled caste workers is higher than the 
scheduled caste male workers - (100% and 98.50%) if calculating 
categories-wise participation of workers both male and females in all 

·-the categories to the percentage of male workers are higher than the 
female workers. 

Table 10.9 will indicate distribution of main workers among 
Scheduled Tribes. 

TABLE 10.9 

Distribution of main workers among Scheduled Tribes 

Industrial Total main workers 

Categories Total Males Females 

Number P.C. to Number P.C. to Number P.C. to 
total main total main total main 

workers workers workers 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

All 
Categories 164,777 100.00 2S1,~8 99.34 111,329 100.00 

1- V(b) 194,756 n55 105,542 68:78 89,223 80.14 

VI 2,672 1.00 2,442 1.59 230 0.20 

VII 13,384 5.05 4,725 3.07 8,659 7.77 

VIII 3,166 l.I9 2,1l9 1.38 47 0.04 

IX 50,790 19.18 37,620 24.51 13,170 11.82 

If we look at the abow table it is seen that 194,756 pesons of 
Scheduled tribes workers are under I-V(b) Category this formed 73.55 . 

per .cent. Out of this 252,448- are male and 111,329 are female. In 



133 

category IX there are as much as 50,790 scheduled tribe workers with 

a percentage of 19.18. Among workers in Category IX, 37,620 are 

male workers and the other 13.PO are female workers. The work 
participation of Scheduled tribe ~ not like Scheduled caste work 

participation. Only in one category be rate of participation by male is 
higher than female workers i.e. in Category IX, while 24.51 per cent 

of them participating out of the total main workers, 11.82 per cent of 
female are under this category. In all the category female workers form 
higher percentage than male workers. 





CHAPTER XI 

FERTILITY 

Fertility is the number of live births produced fecund female 
population. It is the most important. aspect in the field of population 
studies. The natural growth of a population entirely depends on fertility. 
Recent high gro\\<th of population in various developing countries. Of 
the world is the result of high fertility of their fecund female population 
and reduction in the death rate on account of advance of medical 
sciences and improved condition in the life and health of the populat,ion. 
Therefore, a.1'6pulation of a high birth rate 'and low death rate has a 
high natural growth rate and population with low birth rate and a high 
death rate has a negative natural growth rate. 

Fertility is governed by marriage. No marriage, no fertility. 
Sociologically, marriage is taken to be a permanent sexual union between 
a male and a female. Demographically, it is viewed as a legal contract 
which is initiated by signing of an agreement and a document before 
witness and concluded b,y death or leg!!l divorce. In yase, the 
demographic defmition is usually followed. 

However, conclusion of marriage by separation is also taken into 
consideration in census but not consensual unions. Ever married women 
can be either currently married women or widow or divorces or those 
separated from their husbands for one reason or another. Currently 
married women are those where. marriage submit at the time of 
enumeration. Though marriage is the principal factor governing fertility 
fecundity of a woman is not less important. Married women cannot 
produce children unless they are fecund. Fecundity is therefore, the 
ability of a woman to conceive. It is related to the age and health of 
a married partner and to their potential sterility. 

In 1991 Census is question about the number of children born 
alive by ever married woman was asked of each of them and question 
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whether any child was born during the last year preceding the date of 

enumeration is asked of each currently married woman through the 

sample individual-slip which is canvassed in Mizoram. On the answers 

given to their questions, the fertility of the .women are measured by 

various indices. The indices of fertility are many. In 1981 Census also 
the same questions was asked to obtain fertility in a respective state. 

The questions asked for obtaining important data, special fertility table 

were age at marriage, number of children survive, number of children 

ever born and whether any child was born during the last one year. 

While the fIrst three questions were asked from all ever married women, 

the last one was meant only for currently married women. Fertility 

indicators on which information is presented in the following based on 

the question of births during the last one year and have been worked 

out one five per cent sampled data for India in case of Union Territory 

and small states the fertility data .has been tabulated on full count: 

The following are the fertility indiCi.iies and the definition. 

Age SpecifIc 

fertility rate (ASFR) 

Age SpecifIc 

Marital Fertilitx 
Ra~e (ASMFR) 

General Fertility 

Rate (GFRj 

General Marital 

Fertility Rate 
(GMFR) , 

The average number of children born during 

the last year per woman of particular age group. 

The average number of children born alive 

during the last year per married woman of a 
particular age group. 

The average number of children born alive 

during the last year for 1000 women 0f ~hild~ 

bearing ages. In 1991 & 1981 tabulation the 

age group 15-49 were considered as child 

bearing age. 

The number of children born alive during the 

last year per 1000 married women of child~ 

bearing ages. The child bearing ages for 1991 

& 1981 were as indicated above. 



Total Fertility 
Rate (TFR) 

Total Marital 
Fertility (TMF) 
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Total number of children that would have bon 
alive per woman, had the current scheduled of 
age-specific fertility rates been applicable for 
the entire reproductive period. It is calculated 
as the sum of the age-specific fertility rates in 
five year age groups multiplied by five. 

Total number of children that would have born 
alive for married woman, had the current 
schedule of age specific fertility rates been 
applicable for the entire reproductive period. It 
is calculated as the sum of age specific marital 
fertility rates in five year age·gr0':lps multiplied 
by five. 





CHAPTER XII 

MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE 

MovemeJrt of people from place either employment or education 
or on account of marriage or for other reasons is known as Migration. 
People may move from one village to another, or from a village to a 
town or vice versa within a district, or they may move from one state 
to another within a country, or they may move from one country to 
another. Movement of people within a country is called internal 
migration and movement of people from one country to another is 
called international migration. . 

Migration is an important aspect in the field of popUlation studies. 
A population of a district, a state or a country increase by birth and 
decrease by deaths, and many increase or decrease by migration. When 
a mass of people- immigrate into a country its population naturally 
increase and when a huge,number of people emigrate from a country, 
its population is naturally decrease. Migration can, therefore, both 
effect and change the size and demographic structure of the population 
of a district, a state or a country. The demographic stru~e of the 
population of Lunglei district in Mizoram, has greatly changed due to 
heavy influx of people from Bangladesh. For the same reason the 
demographic structure of the population of Tripara has also greatly 
changed. Migration if allowed to continue unabated can reduce the 
popull}tion of the indigenous people to a mere minority. 

In the 1991 Census, data on minority was collected through the 
s~ple individual slip which was canvassed in Mizoram. On the basis 
of data ,COllected through the aforesaid slip, the migrant were first 
classified by their place of birth; (i) migrant born elsewhere in the 
district of enumeration (ii) migrant born in other district of the state 
of enumeration (iii) migrant born in states in India beyond the state 
of enumeration and (iv) migrant born in other countries. Migrant 



140 

falling in classes (i) to (iii) are internal migrants and those falling in 
class (iv) are international migrants. 

In 1991 Census migration, data were collected for the first time 
on the basis at place of last residence in addition to the question of 
birth place. In 1981 Census, the scope of enquiry on migration has 
been further indented by collecting infonnation on reasons for migration 
from place of last residence in addition to the enquiries made in 1971 
Census. 

The data on migration in 1991 Census have been collected through 
the Individual Slip (Sample) on the basis of the data collected through 
the aforesaid slip, the migrant were first classified by their place of last 
residence. 

(i) Migrants born elsewhere in the District of Enumeration. 

(ii) Migrants born in other districts of the State of Enumeration. 

(iii) Migrants born in' States in India beyond the state of 
Enumeration; and 

(iv) Migrants born in other country, Migrants fall,ing the class~s 
(i) & (ii) are internal migrants and those falling in class (iv) are 
international migrants. 

According to the above table, it is seen th~t out of a'total of 
683,229 Internal migrant by place of birth; 355,773 are males and 
327,456 females. The number of Internal migrants born elsewhere in 
the district of Enumeration is. 75,082. Out of this 32,623 are males and 
42,459 are females. In tenns of preparation 10.89 per cent of Internal 
migrants, 9.09 per cent for males and 12.84 per cent females. In this 
class of Internal migrants, the proportion of Internal migrants in both 
sexes are more or less. 

, The proportion of the Internal migrants born in other districts of 
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the states of Enumeration to total internal migrants is quite low. It 

constitutes only 1.39 per cent of the total Internal migrants. The male 
forms 1.30 per cent of the total male internal migrants and the females 

1.48 per cent of the total internal migrants. If we consider in a~lute 
numbers, 9,564 are internal migrants. Out of this 4,657 are males 
internal migrants and 4,907 are female internal migrants. 

The proportion of Internal migrants born in other states of India 

beyond the state of enumeration is 1.67 per cent of the total internal 
migrants. The males form 2.00 per cent of the total male internal 
migrants and the females 1.30 per cent of the total female internal 
migrants. If we see the absolute nwnber they are 11,495, out of these 
7,190 are male internal migran\s and 4,305 are female internal migrants. 

In this class of internal migrants the female internal migrants are 
,higher than male internal migrants. 

From the above table it is seen that out of 683,229 internal migrants 

by place ofbirtb, 405,825 are in rural areas and 277,010 are in urban 
areas. The number of internal migrants born elsewhere in the district 
of enumeration in rural areas is 64,428 and in urban areas 10,443. ht 
lenn of percen~ges these are 9.34 per cent and 1.51 per cent 
respectively. The proportion of internal migrants born in other districts 
of the state of enumeration to total internal migrants in rural and 
urban areas are 1.04 per cent and 0.34 per cent respectively. In absolute 
figures it is 7,162 and 2,338 respectively. 

The proportion of the internal migrants born in other states of 
India beyond the state of enumeration in rural and urban areas is 0.98 
p~r cent and 0.67 per cent respectively. 

On the basis of place ofbirth there are 5,353 international migrants, 
3,059 are males and 3,294 are females. 3,477 and 2,876 are found in 
rural and urbati respectively. 
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TABLE 12.2 

Poplilation das_sified by place of birth - 1991 

Total Rural Urban 

Birth Place P M F P M F P M F 

2 } 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Born outSide 5,353 3,059 3,294 3,477 1,642 1,835 2,876 1,417 1,459 

India 

Born in 

Countries 
beyond India 

Afghanistan 9 6 3 3 3 0 6 3 3 

Bangladesh 1,588 699 859 1,331 612 719 227 87 140 

Bhutan· 9 4 5 8 4 4 1 ° 1 

China 14 7 7 12 5 7 2 2 

Indonesia 2 1 1 

Iran 1 

Malaysia 4 4 4 4 

Maldives 47 38 9 28 20 8 19 18 

Myanmar 3,797 1,718 2,079 1,692 451 941 2,105 967 1,"138 

America 

Canada 

U.S.A. 

Elsewhere 1 

Oceania 

Australia 

Fiji -, 

Elsewhere . 1 

Nepal 564 391 173 155 . 129 26 409 262 147 

Pakistan 203 111 92 184 93 71 19 18 1 
S. Arabia 2 I 2 

Singapore 2 2 2 2 
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Total Rural Urban 

Birth Place P M F P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Sri L8nka'- '<C ··23 17 6 7 2 5 16 15 
Vietnam 
Elsewhere (Asia) 86 46 40 ,31 16 15 55 30 25 

Europe 

France 5 5 5 5 
F.R.G, 2 1 2 I 
Elsewhere 12 4 8 9 2 7 3 2 

Africa 

Kenya 
Uganda I 
Elsewhere 9 9 2 2 7 7 

Of the total international migrants 5,353, 1,558 were born iit 
Bangladesh, 3797 in Myanmar, 564 in Nepal, 203 in Pakistan, 47 in 
'Maldives and 86 elsewhere in Asia, 

About 109 persons were born elsewhere unclassified countries, 

International migrants born in other countries of the world are 
insignificant and raages 1-25 in numbers, It is seen from the table that 

majority of international migrants are from Myanmar, Nepal and 
Bangladesh, They are 4,564 from these three countries alone and 

account for 85.26 of the international migrants. 

Out of 3,797 migrants from Myanmar, 1,718 are males and 2,079 

are females, 1,692 are in rural areas and 2,105 are in urban areas. In 

case of migrants from Nepal, out of 564, 391 are males and 173 are 

females, 155 are in rural areas and the other are in urban areas. The 
nUJl\ber of migrants in urban areas was higher than in rural areas from 

Nepal and vice versa from Pakistan. 
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TABLE 11.3 

Population classified by place of birth - 1991 
(Born in India beyond the state of Enumeration) 

Total Rural UrDan 

Place of Birth P M F P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Born in India 11,4957,190 4,305 6,765 3,9842,781 4,611 3,118 1,493 
beyond the 
state of 
Enumeration 

Andhra Pradesh 95 37 58 24 12 12 68 24 44 

0.01 0.01 0.02 - 0.01 0.01 0.01 

Arunachal 70 57 13 49 39 10 21 18 3 
Pradesh 0.01 0.02 - 0.01 0.01 

Assam 4,185 2,934 1,251 1,976 1,285 718 2,196 1,6(j5 531 
0.61 0.82 0.38 0.29 0.35 0.22 0.32 0.46 0.16 

, 
Bihar 1,432 1,316 116 984 924 60 401 345 56 

0.21 0.37 0.04 0.14 0.26 0.0-2 0.06 0.10 0.02 

Goa 11 9 2 10 8 2. 

Gujarat 33 16 17 , 27 10 17 6 6 

Haryana 17 10 7 15 9 6 2 

Himachal 42 28 14 20 13 7 22 15 7 

Pradesh O.oj 0.01 

Jammu & 17 11 6 7 7 10 4 6 
Kashmir 
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Total Rural Urban 

Place of Birth P M F P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Karnataka 96 38 58 63 29 34 32 9 23 
0.01 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 

Kerala 443 225 218 314 145 169 118 77 41 
0.06 0.06 0.07 0.05 0.04 0.05 0.02 0.02 o.ot 

Madhya Prades~ . 42 28 14 22 17 5 19 11 8 
om 0.01 

Maharashtra 64 28 36 12 8 4 52 20 32 
0.01 om 0.01 - O.ot 0.01 0.01 

Manipur 1,006 549 457 553 2M 269 438 256 182 
0.15 0.15 0.14 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.06 0.07 0.06 

Meghalaya 681 339 342 88 58 30 592 280 312 
0.10 0.09 0.10 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.09 0.08 0.09 

Mizoram 

Nagaland 180 37 93 55 10 45 ·72 25 47 
0.02 0.01 0.03 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 

Orissa 49 14 23 34 7 27 15 7 8 
om - 0.01 

Punjab 47 27 20 18 14 4 29 13 16 
0.01 0.01 o.ot 

Rajasthan 30 21 9 8 5 3 22' 16 6 

Sikkim 9 8 3 2 

Tamilnadu 73 53 20 36 26 10 37 27, 10 
O.ot 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 - 0.01 0.01 



Out of a total of 11,495 internal migrants in other states in India 

beyond the state of Enumeration, 7,1'90 are males and~,305 are females, 

4,185 were born in Assam, 2,226 in Tripura, I,006.in,Manipur, 1,432 

in aihar, 443 in Kerala and 293 in Uttar Pradesh. Other StatesIutr of 

India constitutes below 200 internal migrants. 
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Out of total internal migrao1s in the states and union territol"8s, of 

India beyond the state of migration 6,765 are iR rutal areas and 611 

are in urban areas. The migration in urban area is slightly less 1tiaD 
in rural areas. Out of 4,185 internal miuants fitJm Assam 1,976.are 

. in rural areas and 2,196 are ill mban areas. Intenml': migrants in urbm 

~ is much more than in JUDI areas. Out of intental migrants from 

terata, 314 persons are in nmtl areas and 118 an: in urban. area&. 

There are no uniform flows of miz[ation from diffel t::O.t states of rural 
and urban. In some states whem: migrants, the nlJllllbers of migrant 
persons are higher in rural.areas;:fiun state migra1aon in urban ~ 
are higher than rural areas. 

As mentioned earlier, migrmd's can CD lange. the size and 
demographic: 0( a state. When 'ntigndioR takes r· .lace withiB the state, 
the size and population is not effected ill ail But . when migration takes 

place between states ami between COUIIIries, lbe size of the population 

of the country state· 40cs dJaage. The popu'-if II! of Mizoram State in 
1981 was 493,757'" in 1991 689,156. Ther,'~ has been a growth of 
39.69 per cent iO tile popdation;of Miaa.. duriDg the decade. This 

growth can be attr:"ibuted to both births and· nigraDon of people into 
Mimram State finna other states in, india 811 J other countries outside 

India. The 1991 C!ensus records a total of /6,848 persons as having 
migrated into Mi2zoram State from other' stat. ~ and countri~ and have' 

resided tha:e.. 1'ht::se migrants can; wsy weI' I play a role in 1he growth 

of the populItira. 

The second classifcation. of mignul Ls is by their place of last 
residence. 'The _ res'ilence aIIe8DS the p bee' where they have resided 

. immediately before tt.y migtal.ed to the plBce in Mizoram State where 

they are enumeJatecl The arlgrants by place of last re$idence are 

class!fied as (I) Jas1l resideur;e elsewhere ill the district of CIMIileratiQn 

(ll) last residence in other districts of saate of enum~ am last 

residence in states in India beyond tbct slate of en~.;~ (IV) 
last residence in other countries. 
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Table 12.4 

Growth rate of total population, non-migrants population and 
migrants population 

Total Population 
Census 

Year P 

2 

M 

3 

1911 ( 

F 

4 

Growth Rate 

Total non migrant 
Population 

P M F 

5 6 7 

Total migrant 
Population 

P M F 

8 9 10 

1981 4855 50.59 46.39 99.10 97.54 100.81 14.87 18.55 11.05 
1991 39.70 39.55 39 .. 85 121.04126.72 114.96 -54.24-59.55-48.35 

It is seen from the table that growth rate of migrant population 

was +14.37 persons in 1981 against the growth rate of +99.10 of 
the non-migrant population. The position has changed in 1991. 
The negative growth rate of -54.24 per cent was observed in migrant 
population against the growth rate of 121.04 per cent in the non
migrant population. As the growth rate of state during the decade 
in 1981-1991 was +39.70, it appears that people might not have 
reported tht?ir correct place of birth/last residence at the time of 
1991 due til fear of eviction. 

It is for the flFSt time in 1981 Census reasons for migration were 
elicited with reference to movement from place of last resilience, the 
same pattern is adopted in 1991 Census. The reason for migration 
were broaqly c;ategorised as employment, education, marriage 
conseql!ent on' family movement and other reasons. Table 12.5 gives 
the proportion of migrants based on place of last residence by reason 
of migration. 

, In urban areas employment is the main reason for migration among 
male while family movement is the main reason for,llligration among 
females. Among the male migrants 25.23 per cent have moved due to 
employment while in the case of female migrants 16.00 per cent have 
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moved after marriage. In case of internal migrant it will be seen ti;lat 
in urban areas 38.41 ·per cent of the internal male migrant have moved 
for employment while 15.11 per cent of the internal female migrant 

/ 

have moved consequent on marriage. Proportion of intra-state and 
inter-state migrants by reason for migration in case of male migrant 
moving for employment is·- 36.77 per cent for inter-state migrants 
against 24.00 per cent for those who moved within the state of 
enumeration~ In case of females, migration consequent in marriage is 
16.22 per cent of female intra-state migrants, as against 14.60 per 
cent of females who moved into state of enumeratoin from other states. 

It is seen that proportion who have migrated because of family 
move are highest. These are 48.95 per cent and 63.43 per cent for 
male and female respectively. It is also seen that in the case of 
intetnational migrants, the proportion of male who have migrated due 
to family moved and female who have migrated due to family moved 
are again the highest These are 51.13 per cent and 58.83 per cent 
male and female respectively. 

Table 12.5 

Percentage distribution of internal migrants based on 
place of last residence by reasons fol' migration - 1991 

Rlllal/Urban Percentage distribution by reasons for migration 

Status of last Total Migrants Employment Education 

Last Residence residence M F M F M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

A. Total T 48,687 56,179 25.23 5.02 2.83 1.9!! 

B. Last residence T 46,138 53,436 26.04 5.06 2.92 2.01 
elsewhere in R 34,037 43,19221.72 4.00 2.54 1.66 
India U 11,842 9,981 38.41 9.64 4.03 3.51 

C. Wihtin state of T 39,987 49,759 24.00 4.93 3.11 2.01 
enumeration R 30,942 41,1 I 1 20.23 4.00 2.69 1.69 

U 8,879 8,426 37.32 9.53 4.58 3.55 
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Rural/Urban Percentage distribution by reasons for migration 

Status of last Total Migrants Employment Education 

Last Residence residence M F M. F M F 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

D. State in India T 6,151 3,677 39.36 6.83 1.69 1.96 
beyond state of R 3,095 2,081 36.64 4.18 UO 0.96 
enumeration U 2,963 1,555 41.68 10.23 2.36 3.28 

E. Other Countries 2,435 2,723 10.55 4.22 1.11 0.88 

Rural/Urban Percentage distribution by reasons for migration 

Status of last Family moved Marriage Others 

Last Residence residence M F M F M F 

1 . 2 9 10 11 12 13 14 

A. Total T 48.98 63.43 0.02 16.00 17.44 12.12 

B. Last residence T 48.97 63.68 1.97 16.11 16.66 11.72 
elsewhere in R 55.08 65.59 1.98 16.33 15.70 11.08 
India U 32.16 56.57 1.80 15.11 18.78 13.44 

C. Wihtin state of T 52.69 63.60 1.93 16.22 15:86 11.84 
enumeration R 57.64 65.39 1.89 16.44 15.15 11.15 

U 36.07 . 56.05 1.88 15.12 17.64 14.10 

D. State in India .T 24.84 64.75 2.24 14.60 21.85 10.14 
beyond state of R 29.50 69.58 2.94 14.27 21.23 9.80 
enuml:ration U 20.42 59.36 1.55 15.05 22.21 9.84 

E. Other Countries 51.13 58.83 2.83 13.66 29.40 19.61 





CHAPTER 13 

SUMMARY 

At the beginning of this book it was Said !!tat what was being 
attempted was a portrait of the population of the State indicating only 
some of the main features. We have before us' in the previous chapters, 
various facts and figures. regarding the population of Mizoram. There 
are a few aspects of our population that we must particularly note. 
These include the size of population and the growth rate, the distribution 
of the population between the rural and urban areas, the age structure 
and the dependency ratio the working population:, 

The population of Mizoram State, accOrding to 1991 Census is 
689,756 consisting of 356,978 males and 330,778 females. This is 

0.50 per cent of the country's population. The population has increased 
by 39.30% in ten years between 1981 and 1991, which is the higher 
growth rate than country's i.e. ~3 per cent. We have also noticed that 

the population increased siowly every decade. 

Out of the important facts of the population is the ruraI-tU:ban 
distribution of $e total population of the state 53.09 per cent live in 
rural areas and 46.10 per cent live in urban areas. There are twenty

tWo towns in Mizoram state at the time of 1991 Census. 

The workers are the producers of economic goods and services. In 
Mizoram State, of the total population 42.09 per cent are main workers. 
Among males 49.59 per cent are main workers and among females 

33.95 per cent are main workers. Nearly 6l.35 per cent of the main 

workers in the state are engaged in agriculture. 

Literacy and elementary education 'are very essential ingredient 

for progress because they allow every citizen t() play his full role in the 

process of development. But our population ~ and growth rate to 
great extent limit tlte educational facilities that can be offered to the 
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people. After independence, there has been a con5iderable expansion 

of educational facilities and a wide-net-work of schools has been set 
up, but these are unable to cover the growing numbers of those who 

need these facilities. In our country as a whole, only 52.21 per cent of 
the population are literates in the words, only 52 out of every 100 can 

read and write in India. In Mizoram state 82.27 per cent are literates. 
Amongst men the percentage is 85.61 while amongst women it is 
78.60 per cent. Mizoram has 2nd rank in so far as the literacy is 
concern among the state in India. All children of school going age are 
attend school, even in remote places, no school going age children are 
found who are not attending school. 

At present most of the Mizo belongs to Christianity. The first 
Christian Missionary visited our state in 1891, and stayed only one 
months. After him another two missionaries came again and preach 
the salvation of God, they lilso introduced our alphabet. After two 
years, they left Oll! state and the mission work was undertaken by the 
Welsh Calvinistic Presbyterian methodist Church, and their missionary 
reached our state in 1897. By hard, working of the Christian 
missionaries, almost all the Mizo have joint Christianity and at present 
85.73 per cent to total population are Christian. 

The Mizo are hard working people Majority of them are cultivators. 

The pattern of employment has changed slightly during the decade. In 

1991,61.35 per cent of the main workers are cultivators, 3.28 per cent 
are agricultural labourers, and 22.61 per cent are "other workers". 
While 0.22 per cent are in mining and quarrying. According to 1981 
Census, 70.62 per cent of the main workers are cultivators. 2.48 per 

cent of the total working population were agricultural labourers and 
26.03 per cent were "other workers". The proportion of women workers 
in the population is 38.68 per cent at'1991 Census. It seems that all 

women in the rural areas work with their men-folk in jhum cultivation. 

Mizoram has a pleasant climate. It is generally cool in summer 
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and not very cool in winter. In winter the temperature varies from 11 
C to 24 C and in summer it is between 18 C to 29 C. As the climate 

1 
on the hill tops is much better than that in the valley which is hot and 
humid, the Mizo prefers to have their villages on the top of the hills. 
The area is under the direct influence of the monsoon. It rains heavy 
from May to September and average rainfall is 254 em per year. The 
southern part of Mizoram is more rainy than the northern part of the 
state. 

The winter is very pleasant, it is rain free. Mizoram has great 
natural beauty and is rich in fauna and flora. The forest club mountains 
covered with bamboos, wild bananas trees and tropical trees festooned 
with wild creepers present and enchanting landscape. Many wild 
animals and birds are found in Mizoram. 

During the British period the adtrunistration of Mizoram which 
was known as Lushai Hills was run by the Superintendent and his 
Assistant through the village chiefs and the circle interpreter. But the 
past of chieftain was abolished in 1955 by Act of the Government of 
Assam, after the constitution of India came into force in 1971 and the 
Administration of Lushai Hills was brought under the purview of the 
Assam Government. 




