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FOREWORD 

'l'he Census has become an indispensable instrumeri of 
policy and development planning. It need hardly be stressed 
that a census is not a mere counting of heads. It is a kir.d of 
stock-taking as it were, of the nation's human wealth Census 
aims at presenting as complcte a picture of man as may be 
possible in his social, cultural and economic setting. 

2. Recognising that its rolf' is to serve the needs of the 
planner, po:icy maker, administrat(lr and the academician, the 
Census Organisa~ion from time to time arranges discussions 
with the main data users and seeks guidance in planning its 
operations. However, for a further and more realistic appre
ciation of the data thrown up by the Cer.sus on various aspects 
of the life of the community. It has been realised that more 
and more empirical studies would have to be undertaken. Thi" 
requirement was kept in view ever while planning the 1961-
Census. The studies undertaken as ar:cillary tn it. and parti
cularly the socia-economic survey of five hundred and odd 
villages throughout the country provjded insight linto the 
meaning of the statistical data in terms of real life situations. 

3. India is no doubt predominantly rural, but urbanisation has 
been rapidly occurring With increasing tempo of economic 
and industrial development of the count::-y urbanisation would 
seem inevitable. Urbanisation has become sine qua-non of 
progress. urban ('cntres are undoubtedly th" cflntres of dis
semination of knowledge, new ideas, technical ski:ls and '>0 on. 
This influences the tife around till more and more areas get 
urbanised. India is at this interesting lransitional stage and 
the Census Organisation thought it fit to undertake studies to 
get a deeper insight into the growth of small towns which art' 
likely to play an important role in the life and economy of the 
community in the near future. Under the 1971-Census a 
separate Town Directory giving certain basic data pertaining 
to each town in the country was brought out. This is being 



supplemented by fairly detailed accounts of a few towns 
selected for study all over the country which may help to bring 
out the intensity and effect of the socio-economic forces gene
rated by urbanisation as also what impact urbanisation has 
made on the rural neighbourhood. 

4. In consultation with the town planners, anthropologists, 
sociologists, geographers, economists, demographers, etc., the 
criteria laid down for selection of towns for special studies 
were size; demographic features, such as growth rate, density 
of population and age of town; functional type; locational 
factors such as topography and natural environment, climate, 
growth pattern of the region, growth history and distance from 
nearest metropolitan area; nature of relation with other towns; 
concentration of ethnic or religious group, caste or community; 
and other social and cultural phenomena. 

5. Towns with maximum clustering of the different criteria 
WE're preferred at the time of the selection, on an all-India 
basis, at the same time ensuring that the various characteristics 
are represented in one town or the other as finally selected for 
the study. 

6. This study covers, among other things, the (a) growth 
history of towns including the infrastructure of growth and 
basic and non-basic economy and concomitant changes in the 
economic and social relations of the region, (b) growth history 
of the various servicing institutions in the towns in response 
to the different factors of change and the concomitant changes 
in the pattern of distribution of community power and prestige, 
(c) frequency and pattern of inter-action among the different 
segments of the popUlation. (d) nature and intensitv of linkages 
with other towns of the region on the one hand ~nd the rural 
hinterland on the other, (e) presistence of the values of tradi. 
tional socit:·ty and percolation of technological values of modern 
civilization in the social complex of the towns, and (f) other 
ancillary matters. 

'1. A set of schedules was evolved in connection with the 
present survey by the Social Studies Division of the Office of 
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the Registrar General, India, under the guidance of Dr. B. K. 
Roy Burman, Deputy Registrar General, India (Social Studies). 
The survey of individual towns has been carried out mainly by 
the Directors of Census Operations in the various states and 
Union Territories, with the technical advice of the Social 
Studies Division. Qualified research personnel have been 
placed at the disposal of the Directors of Census Operations/ 
Social Studies Division of the Office of the Registrar General, 
India, for carrying out the field investigations and co-ordinating 
the studies of individual towns, etc. It is an encouraging 
feature that certain individual scholars and academic institutions 
have come forward to take up the studies of some towns within 
the frame work of the present scheme. I feel confident, thanks 
to the enthusiasm shown by my colleagues in the State Census 
Offices and the academic world, a corpus of knowledge will be 
built up which may be useful not only for academic purposes 
but also for various development activities. 

8. The credit for organising these studies rightly belongs to 
my colleagues in the Social Studies Division. I am grateful to 
Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, who was in charge of the Social Studies 
Division, for stimulating his colleagues in the Census offices 
to study in depth the specific problems of social change and 
for developing the necessary tools for the' study by devising 
exhaustive schedules for collecting the requisite data. I am 
thankful to Shri N. G. Nag, Assistant Registrar General, who 
later took over the co-ordination of the programme from 
Dr. Roy Burman. I also acknowledge the important role of 
Shri C. G. Jadhav, Officer on Special Duty, who undertook the 
scrutiny of the statistical data and drafts prepared in the 
Census offices in the states with the assistance of Smt. R. 
Sabharwal and Sarvashri R. K. Mehta and N. P. Jagata. 

9. The present monograph is the outcome of the study under
taken by the Directorate of Census Operations, Haryana. The 
&tudy was conducted and report drafted by Shri K. B. 
Lakhanpal under the supervision of Shri LE.N. Chauhan, LA.S., 
Ex-Director of Census Operations, Haryana and Shri Ardaman 
Singh, Deputy Director of Census Operations, Haryana com
pleted remaining part of study and edited the report. I am 
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indebted to my colleagues in the Census office for their pains
taking efforts in the preparation of the monograph. 

New Delhi 
October 4, 1978 

v1ll 

P. PADMANABHA. 
Registrar General, India. 



PREFACE 

The Registrar General of India, has explained in his forewol(' 
the methodology. scope and significance of urban studies. For 
the first time during 1971 Census, an attempt has been nlade to 
study the small anJ medIUm-sized tov .. ns, in context to thelr 
sodal, cultural and ('ct.,nomic setting, be~ides gf'ne!"ating data lOr 
plannir.g for rural and urban dcve:opment. The accderaied 
pace uf u, b~lliz:..tlOn n: Ir:dia compelled ~he Cf'llSUS organiza:iun 
to undertake urban studies, as burnin~ topic. to get deeper 
insight into growth and funchons of small towns, \\ hich arE' 
likely tn play c'l: important role m thL li;:\~ dnd Cl!Or..ll"'>"J vE th(' 
country. During 1961-Census, the socio-economic surveys of 
v,Jiages were undertaken to study the rural charactelistics. It 
was, ho\vever, felt during the current census that the rural 
s udies must be supplemented by urban s~udies to understand the 
impact of st.cio-economic proceses generated by urbanization on 
the lural strucbre. The intensive urban studies of small and 
n:ediul1l towns, are ir. addition to the town directrll.\ showIrg 
basic informat:on on <J~l the towns, brought out during 1971-

Census. 
2. The towns were selected on a number of criteria such a~ 

demographic features, size and grO\vth-rate. ecological pattern. 
functional type, and density of population. The composition of 
ethnic or relIgious set up, social and cultural phenomena were 
also com,idered. The study large:y covers the growth history, 
morphology, basic and non-basic ('conomie functions, neighbour
hood p'lt:prr. as part of social interaction, cultural characteristics, 
ciVIC ar.d econorr.ic c'mdi'ion_,; of the people. A study of rural 
h~nterland with the referren: to\\ n has also been rr.ad('. 

3. The census organisation planned to take up special studies 
of nearly 2nO to\\''1S of different size-classes all over the country 
In Haryana State 7 tJwns of differel:t functional types and size 
have been selected for intensive study. Kalka (Transport), 
Mahf:m (Primary activities-cum-tnde and commerce), Thane~ar 
(Scn'ices-c'um-trade and commerce-cum-industry) Gurgaon 
(Services) and Ballabgarh (Industry). On account of 
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shortage of techr:icnl s+nfI town studies con:d he completed for 
Kalka and Thunesar towns only. 

4. Tile prosed study dl'als with KalKa town, which is predo
llliilant~y a transport tu"" 1 •. with its lucatiun Ileal' the foothills 
01 the ShlvaLk Y'am~es. The m<..:.n cbjeet~\'e is to study ~he 
distlpctiv~' fl . .'atures \.If a transpo.::t town, iocatl'Ct at th\.' fnothLls. 
as ;egal'ds the c:ha;actt·ns' ic~ oi dl'nwgraphy functions, urban 
land-usp and uroall landscape. Tr't' da:a pl'rta:ning in :'1ll' 

study was col:cded by fil'ld work. .\ grr'at alf[c:ulty was P1l..

per.encpd in detcrm.mng ~hE' ullll;:nd of :h", tC1wn. as thp rural 
linkage", ir.ciude SODe of tn£' v;1 a;,l'S lTn,., III adjoir.ip).! S:J.Le of 
Himachal Prades~ The n:ain Pl:lpl"rtS1S hR::, bl'l'H .:<d nr the 
urban murp}w]llg". d~'r lugnrph C c}',r :ctl''" • ..,t 1.:;-,. ccorn'l.(, ft'llC
tions and sucial conditions of the inhabitants, in the present 
~tud,\·. 

5. The to\\ n was selected for intensiv(' urban surw'y as tr'ms
port town. The majority of workers er.gaged in variou<; trans. 
port activitiL's P.g. railway workshop, trJck and .axi scrv:rcs, 
state roed trar::-'port etc has dcterr:lir:ed it1> charactel iS~lCS a;;; 
transport town. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Kalka is a small town in Ambala district, situated at the foot
hills of Shivalik range, on Ambala-Simla highway. It is one of 
the 65 lowns of Haryana State. The Kalka town is located on 
the western bank of Sukhna Cho (a seasonal torrent) at 30°51'30" 
North latitude and 76°56' East longitude. It is spread over an 
area of 2.85 sq. kms. The 1971-Census recorded 17,711 persons 
(9,533 males and 8,178 females) inhabiting 3,656 residential 
houses. 

2. The town is the Tahsil headquarter of Ambala district. 
During 1961-Census, Kalka was the headquarter of Sub-tahsil of 
Tahsil Kharar. As a result of the reorganisation of the composite 
State of Punjab and the emergence of a new State of Haryana in 
1966, the town was made headquarters of an independent Tahsil, 
carved out of Kharar Tahsil of Punjab State, comprising 154 
villages. The town is well-connected with two cities, i.e. Ambala 
Cantonment and Chandigarh, having population more than one 
lakh at distances of 54 and 25 kilometres respectively. It is 
predominantly a transport town and acts as an entrepot centre 
for the collection and distribution of the hill pro'Ciucts of Himachal 
Pradesh, due to its railway station. The town is connected by a 
number of important cities, outside the State by rail. The state 
Road Transport also links the town with a number of important 
places withi'1 the state as well as outside. It is a terminus of the 
broad gauge railway line from Ambala and the starting point of 
the narrow gauge Kalka-Simla railway line. By rail it lies at a 
distance of 256 kms. from Delhi, 64 kms. from Ambala and 89 
kms. from Simla. It lies at a road distance of 25 kms. from 
Chandigarh, the capital of both Punjab and Haryana. On the 
northern side, it is connected with Shnla by narrow-gauge rail
way line as well by broad metalled road. 

Important characteristics of the town 

3. Kalka being situated on the borders of Haryana and 
Himachal Pradesh states, serves as a transit centre both by 



rail and road for the produclts of hills and plains. Although a 
few years back the town also acted as a collection and distribufion 
centre yet with development of thorough transport, this function 
had adversely been affected. Presently, it has been reduced to 
merely a transit centre. On the other hand due to the frequent 
availability of rail and road transport, it acts as a transport 
centre for the locust of passengers going and coming to hills and 
plains and vice versa. Thus the sole importance of the town 
lies in its being a transport centre. Secondly, like most of 
the small urban centres of Haryana State, Kalka is a tahsil 
headquarter as well as commercial centre for the inhabitants of 
the town and neighbouring villages of hills and plains. Kalka 
gives an out-look of a semi-hilly town to an outsider. The 
Ambala-Simla road passing through the centre of the town is 
the nerve of all the commercial and vehicular activities of the 
town. It is birly broad and straight and lined by commercial 
shops and shop-cum-residences. The Gandhi Chowk forms the 
fucal centre of the town. On the west-ward it is linked by 
railway roaa which also acts as a halting centre for the buses 
plying to and from hills and plains. Due to the halting place 
of buses and taxis, a number of shops have sprung up in this 
region. Moreover the administrative blocks of the town are 
also concentrated in this region. The civil rest house, civil 
hospital, tahsil office, bungalows of railway officers and railway 
station etc. are located on th5s road. The layout of the town 
reveals that a large concentration of the residentialilocalities is 
spread over along with these principal roads. Most of the 
localities are directly connected with these roads by approach 
lanes. 

4. The other roads of the town such as Purana Bazar 
(Upper Mohalla) road, Paharri-Bazar area, are irregular, narrow 
and crooked. Most of the streets passing through the various 
residential area of Kalka town have recently been brick paved. 
The traditional stone floored streets of a decade back are still 
seen in some of the mohallas like Handian Mohalla, a part of 
Upper MohalIa, Tibbi Mohalla and Balmjk BasH. 
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Total population of the town 

5. According to 1971-Census the town has an area of 
2.85 kms. similar to the area recorded during 1961-Census 
The total population of Kalka according to 1971-Census was 
17,711 persons comprising 9.533 males and 8,178 females respecti
vely. It has a density of about 6,214 persons per sq. kilometre. 

Climate of the town 

6. Climate greatly influences the various activities of man 
in an area differently. Climate, a sum 'total of various weather 
elements is a complex of the varloU'l determining factors like 
latitude, altitGde. distance from the sea, vegetational cover, type 
of soil and type of prevailing winds. Climatically speaking, 
Kalka comes under sub-tropical continental climate type. It is 
marked by seasonal rythmic variation associated with the 
monsoon. 

7. In the absence of a recording station, exact figUres for 
the weather elements, experienced in Kalka are not available. 
The help is sought from the nearby surrounding recording 
stations like Chandigarh and Ambala. The various weather 
phenomenon reveals the rythm of seasonal change. 

8. The climate of Kalka is moderately of extreme type and 
due to its submountainous location, nights are comparatively 
cooler than the urban centres located in the plains of Haryana 
and Punjab. It is hot in summer and cold during winter. 

9. The climate of the town, like that of the country can l:>e 
divided into three distinct seasons. 

1. Winter season: from November to February. 

2. Summer season : March to Mid June. 

3. Season of general rains: Mid June to f'nd of September. 

4. Autumn season: September to October. 
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Winter season 

10. This seaSOn starts from November and terminates in 
the month of February. Generally speaking, the weather 
during this season is marked by clear skies. 

11. The mean monthly temperature during the season varies 
between 45°F to 55°F. The maximum temperature of the 
season is recorded in the month of November. While the 
lowest temperature occurs in the months of December and 
January. Relative humidity also remains sufficiently high in 
November and February' but the rainfall is limited. The 
weather in the season is mild warm and sunny during day and 
nights are sufficiently cold. The month of January is the 
c:oldE!!st one. When there is snow fall in the Simla Hills, cold 
waves originating from that cover the areas of Kalka and dts 
surrounding lands and turn the winter cold still colder. Some
time temperature falls below 35 oF. Frost is also experienced 
from about the middle of December till the end of January or 
first week of February. 

12. Th~ rainfall occurs mainly in the months of the middle 
of December and January. 

Summer Season 

13. This season coincides with the period between the 
months of the March to mid June. This is also termed as "Hot 
dry season". 

14. With the advent of March. temperature starts rising 
rapidly till it touches its maximum lOO°F or so. The cold season's 
high) pressure is replaced by an area of low pressure. Days are 
very hot and it is difficult to come out during mid day time but 
nights are often pleasant. The strong and hot scorching winds 
loca1~y caned as 'Loo' continues to flow with vigour till the out-' 
burst of the summer monsqon. These are extremely dry, local 
dust raising winds. The months of May and June are extremely 
hot and dry. 
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15. In this season, Kalka experiences a conventional type of 
rainfall. It occurs mainly because of the local heating and by 
the western disturbances that break the monotony of the hot 
and dry season sometime. 

Season of General Rains 

16. This hot weather season is suddenly replaced by the 
refreshing summer monsoon winds of the east, laden with 
moisture. All the living creature heave a sigh of relief and 
nature gets awakened to turn the abounding landscape green. 

17. The rain sets in, by the first week of July (Sometime by 
the end of June) and continues till about the end of September. 
During this period temperature sags when it rains, but it rises 
again after the rain. The atmosphere becomes sultry. This 
change in season from the hot dry is marked not only by high 
humidity of atmosphere but also by an appreciable fall in tem
perature and reversal in wind direction'from west or north-west 
to south-east. Therefore, this hot and humid atmosphere tUrns 
to be more uncomfortable than the hot and dry summer season: 

Season of retreating monsoon 

18. The dramatic departure of the monsoon is noticed nor
mally in the first week of October. Their retreat is complete by the 
end of October. With its temperature starts rising again after 
the middle of September and falls after the middle of October. 
But the effect of cool breeze is not felt before the month of 
November. Days are warmer and nights turn cooler; weathell 
during October is unhealthy conducive to the spread of various 
diseases. The low pressure area, during summer months over 
North.:Western India is reduced and lis replaced by high pressure 
system. 

I Mor:phology 

1 

19. Morphology a term commonly used in biological 
sciences connotes "The science of form and structure of plants 
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and animals as distinct from the consideration of function" 
(Henderson's Dictionary of Biological Terms). The term has 
of late been freely used by several disciplines of social sciences 
covering somewhat a similar field. Accordi~ to the concept 
of Davis, the theme of Morphology can be developed in geno
graphy in terms of "structure, process and st~ge". IThe mode 
of arrangement of bUiildings and streets represents the' physical 
structure of an urban settlement, the social and economic 
charaCiter and the tradition of the urban community denoteS! a 
process which determines the structure of a city. The stage 
is expressed by its historical or evolutional development. The 
morphology of Kalka can, therefore, be studied under 'the 
following heads :-

1. The role ofl n'Uclei and cells in pattern formation .. 

2. Roads as a skeleton of the urban organism. 

3. Morphological Zones. 

Role of nuclei and cells in pattern formation 

20~ As the legend goes, the Kali Temple at Kalka, from 
which the town derives its name, was originally built by the 
Pandvas of Mahabharata repute. A bauli, a perennial spring, 
Wals also 10CIated near the temple. The temple and the bauli, 
tlierefore, proved an ideal nucleus for the first settlers of Kalka 
village some 400 years ago. Habitation co'Uld not develop much 
to the eastern side of the temple because of negative topography. 
A few hutments were, therefore, raised up on whatever land 
that was available around the temple. The origJnal settlers 
were agriculturists who r cleared the thick jungle and reclaimed 
the land for bringing' it under their plough. No relics of the 
originaJi settlers except the historic temple are found today as 
the area was subjected to many ,politico-historic upheavels 'in 
the sub~equent years. This nucleus had thus only a limited 
function. 

21. . In the first two quarters of the nineteenth century the 
Kasauli Road, which was then a mule track and which lay a 
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little to east of the temple, began to be used for military pur
poses by the Britishers and also by the European travellers for 
whom the Simla hills held a special lure. The contact point of 
the Kasauli Road formed another nucleus. Due to the im
portance of this nucleus, the habitation developed around it at 
a consideraole peace. The present Upper Mohalla was the 
creation of that time. However, dUe to physiographic handi
caps, the Mohalla could not develop further to the west. A 
hazar was also developed in this part which was known as 
Purana bazar. Still another flourishing bazar known as Pahari 
bazar sprang up on the western fringe of the Upper Mohalla 
along the road leading to the Kali temple. 

22. During the period between the years 1856 and 1903 the 
Kasauli road declined in importance. The Cart Road or the 
Hindustan Tibet Road (completed in 1856), the broad gauge 

'railway line (extended in 1891), the narrow gauge railway line 
(opened in 1903) provided a thorough traffic to Simla. The in-
troduction of the new mode of travel shifted the nucleus from 
the Kasauli road to the Cart road. Under its impact the town 
seems to have trickled! down the slope on both the sides of the 
Cart Road. The several houses that sprang up were mostly 
used for b'U~ne!>s purpolles or as an inn or a hotel to cater to 
the needs of the travellers. In the present Gandhi Chowk, tem
porary structures used to be raised up during the peak seasons 

23. The building of the railway station in 1891 provided still 
another nucleus around which the railway colony was built 
under a phased programme on a planned bClisis. All these 
nuclei have exerted varied influences to give the present pattern 
to the town. 

Road-skeleton of the organism 

24. The distribution of nuclei in a town governs the deve
lopment of roads, which in turn provides the skeleton around 
which the flesh in the form of buildings is formed. 

25. The Ambala-Simla road passing through the town 
known as the Main Bazar forms the vertibral column of the 



entire road. pattern of Kalka. This road has a width! of about 
15.24 metres in the main commercial area i.e. Gandhi Chowk 
and Lower Bazar, but in the north (when it turns eastward it is 
known as 1he Simla road and has a width of only 9 metres. The 
road serves as the main vehicular thoroughfare for the traffic 
plying through the town. The road lacks slide walks and is 
marked by projecting open fronts of the shops which are found 
on both the sides. The frequency of pedestrians, bus and I truck 
traffic, results in m\lch congestion on this road. From Gandhi 

,Chowk stems the railway road and a Little beyond the railway 
crossing, the Goods Road. In addition to these two important 
ribs, several other streets shoots oft' from this road. At the 
northern end, the Main Bazar road prongs into Kasauli road 
and Simla road. The former leads to Kasauli bridal path and 
the latter to the Kali temple and then on to Simla. 

26. The railway road is an important sub-artery of Kalka 
that links the town with the Railway colony. It is 5.5 metres 
wide and has side walks. Before the partition the road was 
marked by rows of trees on both sides, but most of the trees 
have been felled for raising up municipal shops. This road 
is mainly crowned by government buildings, such as the Civil 
Rest House, Civil Hospital, Tahsil Office, Station Master's 
Bungalow, and Bungalows of Railway Officers etc. 

27. The Goods road, the second sub-artery starting from 
the railway crossing goes upto the railway station. It is pri
marily used for the railway. Besiides the Ambala-Simla road, 
the Railway road and the Goods road, all other roads in the 
railway colony and military area are metalled. 

28. The majority of the internal streets are brickpaved. 
This seems to be a recent improvement brougjht by the munici
pality. A few years back most of the streets in the residential 

areas 'were either kacha or stone paved ,- a typical trait of 
foot-hill towns. Unmetalled roads were restricted to the peri .. 
phery of the town or the southern extension of the railway 
colony. ' 
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29: The street pattern of Kalka generally exhibits a re
markable blending of the indigenous and European traditions. 
The area comprising Kalka town was acquired. by the Britishers 
from the Maharaja of Patiala in 1846. A site was marked for 
a bazar. In order to develop the hazar the Britishers lured 
the enterprising hanlia castes of the neighbouring mandris, like 
Dera Bassi, to settle in the town by aUoting them p10ts on 99 
year lease. As the land was allotted after the cutting of plots 
and'the layout of streets was devised in a preconceived order, 
the streets falling in Upper Mohana, Dhobi"Mohalla, and Mohallas 
on the eastern side of main bazar are straight and broad, giving 
a look of a planned town. Again the streets in Railway colony 
are well laid out, broad and straight. However, the streets in 
Kurari Mohalla, Khatik and Handian Mohalla which had un
planned development are narrow and crooked. 

Functional Zones 

30. In contrast to planned urban centres, Kalka lacks any 
rigid differentiation of land-use. No generalisation could be 
drawn even after the intensive field survey, e.g., in the main hazar 
,though the predominant function seems to be commercial one, 
the upper rooms of the buildings are utilised for residential pur
pose. In fact SOme of the best residential houses located in the 
main shopping area had always been advantageous to locate one's 
residence 'close to their work place. The complete I absence ot 
public transport retarded the separation of place of work from 
that of residence, which is so conspicuous feature of the big urban 
centres. But away from the shopping centre, an appreciable 
degree of functional differentiation can be noticed in the railway 
COlony, military area, agricultural area and even in many mohal;, 
las which more or less are purely residential in character. To 
systematise this distributional pattern, Kalka has been divided 
into the functional zones described below. 

Administrative Area 

31. Kalka was classified as a town in 1894, primarily due to 
its importance as a halting station for the Britishers going to or 
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coming from Simla hills. The establishment of military stations 
~t Kasauli, Sabathu and Simla further enhanced its importance 
as catering centres to these military establishments. It could 
never gain the significance of an administrative centre. The 
British Government did not give much thought to develop the 
town by establishing a number of Government institutions. Only 
a post office, sub-tahsil and police station were some of the im
portant public establishments during British period. Even after 
independence the town failed to attract Government departments 
and remained a backward area inspite of its nearness to Simla 
which remained a seat of Punjab Government for many years. 
After the reorganisation of Punjab State in 1966, the town gained 
the status of a tahsil headquarter, which led to the establishment 
of a number of new departments in the town. 

32. In the absence of any pooled accommodation for the 
various Government offices functioning in the town, these are 
spread over the different localities. Tahsil office, civil rest house, 
civil hospital and office of the P.W.D., are situated on the rail
way road while the Municipal 'Committee in the northern end 
of the Upper Bazar, Police Station and Post and Telegraph Office; 
Employment Exchange are situated in the Lower Bazar area. 
The office of :Sub-Divisional Officer of Haryana State Electricity 
Board enjoys a commanding position close to Gandhi Chowk. 
During the course of our field enquiry it was found that new 
building for the civil hospital and extension of tahsil office build
ing to accommodate treasury office had been constructed to ac
commodate the new administrative institutions. \ 

Business A rea 

33. Business, which puts the economic wheels of the town 
in motion forms the major reason for the growth of Kalka village 
to a town. Kalka, which lies mid-way of the two contrasting 
regions, hills towards north and plains in the south, acts as an 
entrepot centre for their products. Besides, its wholesale, retail 
business also developed as a result of increasing population and 
growing of demand in the surrounding area. Thus the business 
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'Of the town with reference to its old position can mainly be dis
,cussed under two major heads-(l) Wholesale and (2) Retail. 

34. Till 1895, Kalka town was primarily used as a "Parav", 
a halting station by the British officials. It was also functioning 
as a military station, a transport centre for the products of hills 
and plains. Tonga Workshops, Inns, Sarais and Hotels were the 
main commercial establisments of the town. The seasonal shops 
of Halwais, Dhabas and confectionary items were raised from 
time to time to cater to the needs of passengers travelling to 
hills. 

During 1912 to 1940, Kalka remained a reputed centre 
for the collection and distribution of potato seeds. The muslim 
inhabitants and some of the local Vaish were ihe main commis
sion agents in this trade. 

35. The main commercial area during British period was 
concentrated in the Pahari Bazar (now Simla Road) and Purana 
Bazar (now Upper Mohalla) of the town. The Pahari "Bazar area 
used to be a principal arterial road and was a starting point for 
the Cart road leading to Simla hills. This bazar was wholesale 
market for the hill products which were brought here either on 
foot or on mules from the neighbouring hilly villages for market
ing purposes. Grocery and confectionary shops were also con
centrated in this area. 

36. Another important commercial centre during British 
period was 'Pur ana Bazar' (now Upper Mohalla). This area was 
primarily inhabited by butchers popularly known as 'Kasabs' of 
Muslim religion. As this area was a starting point fOr the bridal 
path leading to different Military Stations like Sabathu, Kasauli 
and Dagshai, so the entire supply of mutton and eggs was made 
to these centres from this market. The vegetable market was 
also established in proximity to this commercial centres some
where near Khalil GalL There used to be 40 to 50 shops in this 
bazar, whose remains are still traced in Upper Mohalla. Due to 
the extension of the town in southward direction the old busi. 
ness centres lost its glory. The Pahari Bazar has lost its earlier 
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significance and has been encroached primarily by' residential 
houses. After the year in 1920 Kalka witnessed a great commer
cial expansion, particularly alongwith the main arterial road of 
the town, i.e., Ambala-Simla road. The Gandhi Chowk, which is 
a focal centre of the town became the central business district. 
The commercial expansion along the main Ambala-Simla road 
is· the outcome of the enterprising efforts of the refugee in
migrants. 

37. During tht field survey, it has been observed that the 
commercial area of the town has grown along the main road 
i.e. Ambala-Simla road of the town. 

38. It extends in north-south direction for about 1 km. 
Gandhi Chowk (Upper Bazar) is the nerve centre of the commer
cial area and is most important from pedestrians and vehicular 
traffic point of view. The shops of general stores, clinic shops, 
chemists, grocery and sweetmeat shops, tea-stalls,. pan-walas 
and dhabas are all concentrated in this area. Due to its location 
and bus-stop, majority of tea stalls and dhabas are found in this 
part of the town. There are also a few shops selling produce of 
Himachal Pradesh which consists of chakies (stone mills), flat 
stone for grinding, chaklas and beZanas fOr shaping chapa ties, 
walking sticks, etc. 

Railway Road 

39. This section forms the western extension of the Central 
Business of the district Le. Gandhi Chowk. This centre has sprung 
up after the partition of the country. It developed mainly to cater 
to the needs of the transpo£t companies, tourists as well as the 
re.sidents of the railway colony and nearby residential mohallas. 
It· haSr a natural existence which can mainly be ascribed to the 
bus stand and proximity to the railway station. Consequently 
the pI\esence of tea stall, Dhabas and Halwai and fruit shops are 
the main fea.tures of the area. During sixties and seventies this 
area gained importance and number of other shops like grocery. 
cloth store, general store, karyana shops have come up. The 
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shops Of the area are mostly owned by Municipal Committee ot 
the town. A number of general merchandise, automobile spare 
parts sliops have sprung up during recent years. 

Simla Road or Phari Bazar 

40. This is a petty shopping centre and consists of about 
. fifty shops. This bazar is one of the oldest commercial centre 
of· the town, and caters to the minor needs of the neighbouring 
residentials. A few shops of photographers serve the town as a 
whole, while other shops are of Karyana, sweet-meat, etc. 

Upper Bazar (Gandhi Chowk) 

41. The main business shopping area of Kalka is located in 
the Upper Bazar. Gandhi Chowk lies in the heart of this area. 
This nucleous is the focus of pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 
This business centre extends upto the Municipal Committee offiCe 
in the Upper section and to the Government Higher Secondary 
school, in the lower section. All the main roads of Kalka town 
converge in this sectiOn so it is accessible from all parts of the 
town. Gandhi Chowk and Upper Bazar section is charactersied 
by the predominance of grocery shops, general stores, cloth shops, 
medical shops and halwai shops, pan cigarette shops and dhabas, 
etc. The general stores, footwear shops and cloth merchants, 
hardwares and stone-wares are generally concentrated in this 
area. The most important cloth shops are (i) Raja Ram Kishan 
Lal, (ii) Bhagwan Dass and Sons, (iii) Amritsarian Cloth House, 
(iv) Chabra Cloth House and (v) Jassal Cloth House. Most im
portant shops of general merchandise are Bawa Store, Bala Store, 
Pinky Store, Mehar Chand and Sons and Chiranji Lal and Sons, 
etc. 

Wholesale Business Areas 

42. Kalka does not have any area which is solely represent~ 
ed by wholesale business. The wholesale shops are scattered in 
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various section of the main shopping area, but the greatest con· 
centration ris found in Ilower bazar which popularly is also 
called as wholesale bazar. The main function of these whole
sale shops is to supply goods to retail dealers as well as to sup
ply products to the neighbouring and farflung area. Lower 
Bazar being situated in the proximity of railway station and close 
to the main shopping centre enjoys the ideal situation in the town. 
Besides, shops concentrated on the principal road utilise the ser
vices of bus as well as truck transport conveniently. All these 
shops are multifunctional which deal in number of commodites. 
But a few of these exclusively deal in some products like ghee, 
gram, vegetable and stone-wares. 

Vegetable 

43. There are a few shops which deal only in vegetables. 
These c:;hops are locfl.ted in the Gandhi Chowk area. Vegetable 
market locally known as Sabzi Mandi is located near M. C. 
Library. It draws its supply from an area covering the surround-
ing villages of both Himachal and Haryana. It acts an entre
pot and a break-point for the hill products. The commodities 
arriving in buses and trucks are delivered to these dealers. 

44. These dealer's supply to the retail vegetable shops in the 
town as well as to the far-reaching markets. They supply cu
cumber, cabbage, and spinach to the area situated in different 
section of the Haryana, Punjab and Dellii. Their function is 
both basic and non-basic character. 

Bamboo' basket and stoneware 

45. Presently, there are six shops dealing in stone and bam
boo articles like kundees, chaklas, and bamboo baskets, etc. It is 
the important household industry of Kalka and of its neighbour
ing villages. These shops deal both in wholesale and retail busi. 
ness. Th~se are found in the main shopping centre and draws· 
its supply frol)1. nearby villages as well as from the craftsmen 
settled in the town. 
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46. Besides these, the majority of the wholesale shops deal 
in hill products; important ones are ginger, daru, anardana, bana
ksha, dhoopjari, etc. All these products are collected from the 
ne~ghbouring villages of Himachal Pradesh and then are sent to 
the urban areas of Punjab, Haryana, and other states in India 
Important markets for these products are Amritsar, Jullundur, 
Ludhiana, Moga, Ferozepur, Arnbala, Chandigarh, Delhi, Karnal, 
Kanpur, Lucknow and Calcutta, etc. Nashpal is supplied to 
Jaipur and Jodhpur situated in Rajasthan. Dhoopjari, which is 
used mainly in Ayurvedic medicines is sent to Ferozepur, 
Saharanput, Delhi and Amirtsar, etc. The transhipment of potato 
Geeds perhaps finds the longest range which covers the important 
market centre 0'( the country, viz., Howrah, Bombay, Madras, 
Delhi and to all the towns of Punjab and Haryana. 

47. Kalka had always remained an important centre for 
supply of wheat, maize, gram, groundnut, cereals and pulses and 
other products of the plain region to the hills. 

48. No new market has been set up in the town due to lack 
of expansion in commercial activities. The town has been de
prived of dts commercial function by decrease in volume of tran
saction both in . hill and plain products. The development of 
Chandigarh market has paved a way for thorough traffic between 
hills and the plains. Most of the business transaction is now 
directly made between Simla and Chandigarh, thus eliminating 
the traders settled in Kalka town. The Commission Agents deal
ing in potatoes; formerly lucrative trade of Kalka, have shifted 
to Chandigarh. 
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CHAPTER II 

HISTORY AND GROWTH OF THE TOWN 

Kalka town is a product of histDrical eVDlutiDn. It was 
a village, classified into a town during 1894 by the British 
administration after merging the revenue units Df Kalka and 
Kurari rural areas. The village Kalka had recognition due to. 
the temple Df gDdess Kali and the place was pDpularly knDwn 
as Kalika among the devotees. The WDrd was anglicised and 
became Kalka after many years. The legend gDes that mythD
IDgical HerDes, Pandavas Df Mahabharata eVDked gDdess Kali for 
attaining supernatural and spiritual pDwers in this place. 
HDwever, its IDcatiDn at the fDDt-hills always enacted as Para'l1 
or resting place as well as transitiDn centre fDr the travellers, 
cDmmutors Df hill as well as commercial products Df bDth hills 
and plains. The present Simla rDad and Upper Mo.halla were its 
main shDpping centres in those days. The bazar was popularly 
kno.wn as Pahari Bazar. 

Early History 

2. There is no. histDrical mention Df the place during early 
periDds. It got recDgnitiDn with purpDseful impDrtance during 
the British periDd. The initial villages of Kalka and Kurari 
were in fDrm o.f encla,'e surrDunded by the then Patiala state 
o.n all its three sides Df east, west and sDuth direction. In order 
to. curb the revDlutionary tendencies Df hill rafas, the British 
GDvernment established military cantonments in the Simla 
hills at Kasauli, Sabathu and Simla. It was felt essential to. 
create transitio.n centre near the fDothills fDr regular supply 
Df fODd and Dther articles to the army cantDnments. Kalka 
village was classified as a to.wn during 1894 A.D. for the first 
time and was made a part of Simla district. llDwever, during 
1898 A.D. the tDwn was transferred to Ambala district fDr the 
purpose Df administrative cDnveniences. The absence Df any 
regular means Df communicatiDn and transport agencies for 
Simla hills, Kalka gained impDrtance for the supply of ponies 
and horses for travellers. It also enhanced the transaction of 
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hill products, and the town became an important centre for 
supplying goods to hills as well as hill products to plains. 

3. The Simla town became the summer seat of Punjab 
Government during the year 1840. It added to the significance 
of Kalka town as a Parav or resting place for the commutors 
to Simla hills. The Viceroy of India also used to move along 
with staff to Simla during summer months. The traffic on cart 
road (Simla-Kalka road) increased tremendously which gave 
impetus to economic activities. A number of hotels, sarais, 
and inns sprung up. A tonga workshop was also established to 
cater to the services of ponies and horses. 

4. After the year 1894, Kalka became a multi-functional 
urban centre as military station, parav and transport centre for 
the Simla hill. The main artery road running through the 
town was concentration centre of sarais, inns, and improvised 
eating houses. The inflow of tourists to Simla hills further 
developed the catering establishments. During 1890, the town 
became the terminus of the broad gauge railway line. It 
facilitated the goods and passenger traffic from the plains. 

5. The unique position of tonga transport prevailed upo;t 
till the year 1904. The narrow gauge railway line was com
pleted during 1903 A.D. In the initial stages the train journey 
was only a day time journey and the ni!5ht journey was started 
in the year 1935. However, the horses, tongas and carts remain
ed a major source of transport due to limited plying of train 
traffic. There were three centres for parking of tongas and 
carts in the town viz. lower Sarai situated opposite to police 
station; Paniwala parav and Gau Bara. Eight chowkidars used 
to supply coolies to the horses. 

6. The introduction of rail transport. made Kalka town as 
an important centre of collection and distribution of both plain 
and hill products. It gave birth to a class of commission agents 
and middlemen, as pivots of economic structure of the town. 
The Britishers, also attracted the Kasab muslim community 
from the far and near areas, for providing meat and mutton 
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· troducts to the military units of K~sauli a~. Solan .establish
ments. The present Kasab mohalla IS the hvmg testImony o~ 
the fact. 

7. During the year 1904, Kalka was gripped by plague 
epidemic which played havoc in the area and took a heavy toll 
~f life. The evacue operations were undertaken by the 
Government to save the human toll. However, the period of 
1915-1940 was a boon for the commercial, residential and 
educational development of the town. The supply of grains to 
ttie hill areas occupied main share of business during those days. 
"The tOiVn also witnessed construction activity of residential and 
commercial structures between the Kalka and Kurari revenue 
estates. Railway station was remodelled. The additions of 
-railway workshop, civil hospital and civil rest house took place 
on the railway road. The construction of railway colony was 
also started in the year 1935. 

8. The establishment of Solan Breweries at Solan and 
'Kasauli, by the Britishers further made commercial boon to 
-the developing economy of the town. Kalka became an 
important centre for supplying transport means to the manu
iactured products. 

9. Alongwith the evolution of economic aspects, the 
administrative functions also came into existence. Since the 
-years 1910 to 1924, the town was administered by a small town 
committee. During the year 1924 municipal committee was 
established. It was declared a sub-tahsil and remained so 
until! tlie reorganisation of erstwhile Punjab State in the year 
1966. 

10. The year 1935 was a boon period for the growth and 
development of the town. During this year, a large number of 
Vaish migrated to the town for their business purpose. A 
number of new shops were established in the lower bazar and 
main bazar. Important of them were cloth merchants, karyana 
merchants and other retail shops. Another community migrated 
to the town w~ Marwaris. They came 'from Rajgarh and 



Rewari area of south Haryana. Now, they constitute the 
important business community of the town, who subsequently 
became the important owners of the business of Kalka town. 
They deal both in wholesale and retail business. One Marwari 
remained an important supplier of potato seeds to the distant 
markets of the country (Calcutta and Madras) till today. 

11. In 1938, a cement factory was started at Surajpur (also 
known as Surya Kund). This further enhanced the business 
of the town to a great extent as it remained directly dependent 
on Kalka for the supply of commodities of daily needs. The 
school at Sanawar and Chail Sainik Scnool were the othel" 
minor factors to increase the glory of the town. In other words, 
period between 1912-1940 can be termed as the golden era for 
the growth and development of the town. It is during this 
period that the owner of present Bogra Cinema took the initia
tive to lit the dark town with the generated thermal electricity. 
He continued to be the supplier of electricity till the date of 
advent of Hydro electricity in the town. All these factors 
collectively brought the infant Kalka town on sound footings 
to stand and walk smoothly as a collecting and distributing 
centre. 

12. During this period Kalka experienced infilling rather 
than the extension of its built up area. The built up area 
extended up to the railway line. In fact the major construction 
took place around the original nucleous of Kalka and Kurari. 
The kucha houses were renovated and consequently, upper 
moha'll~ became the congested part of the town, New buildings 
were added on the existing agricultural land of village Kurari 
which exhibit the phase encroachment of urban area on agricul
tural area. Railway station was remodelled in 1927. In the 
beginning it had only one platform later on more and better 
platforms were added to the glory of railway station. Plying 
of rail-motor on Kalka-Simla line was a unique feature of the 
railways. The other important additions made to the landF.cape 
were railway workshop, civil hospital and civil rest house on 
the railway road. All these cultural features were merely the 



expression of Kalka, changing and developing phase of occupa
tional structure. The narrow gauge railway line extended the 
'area of its basic functions while the railway workshop situated 
on its west small hillock, added to the diversification of the 
livelihood structure of the inhabitants. The latter influenced the 
marked increase in the non-basic functions of the town. Conse
quently the cho could not longer act as a barrier t()l the growth 
of the built up area ,of the eastern bank of Sukhna cho. During 

/this period most of the extension took place on the west of the 
main road in the present Kurari mohalla. 

13. During this period the position of Kalka workshop was 
secondary towards the development of the town. In the initial 
stages its working strength was near about 250 persons. Most 
of the labourers lived in the neighbouring villages. A few 
railway quarters were built near railway workshop which subse
quently increased to a significant number. 

14. The development of the quick transport and communi
cation on the Kalka-Simla Road has affected the trade of Kalka 
adversely. Car service which started in 1925 took the place of 
horses, ponies and mules enhance its trade relations further. 
But soon in 1935, trucks started plying on the Cart road which 
resultantly reduced the spatial distance factor to a great extent. 
This service enhances the glory of Kalka and consequently hill 
products in large quantity were pooled in the market of the 
Kalka town. Frequent truck service reduced the influence of 
the middle-men of Kalka. Products could now easily be brought 
directly from hills to plains and vice versa. 

15. But soon the small freight rate regulation of northern 
railway for the long distances marked a turning point in the 
history of the trade of Kalka. Merchant of Simla found it 
cheaper to send the products to Calcutta and other far-reaching 
places of the country by rail, while the road transport of Kalka 
proves both a costlier as well as time consuming one. Conse
quently it acted as a severe blow on the potato business of 
Kalka town 
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16. The third best reason can be ascribed to the control 
order prevailed during second world war which resulted in the 
creation of unfavourable circumstances for the town. Kalka 
was bounded by PEPSU On three sides. Therefore, PEPSU 
Government encouraged the direct trade with Patiala rather 
than Kalka, which was a part of the then Punjab, consequently 
Rajpura, Kharar and Kurari became the important grain 
supplier. So, with the passage of time, Kalka has been reduced 
to merely a transit centre. Similar is the caSe with the apples. 
In every season a bulk of apple produce of Himachal comes to 
Kalka for transhipment to Delhi and other markets of plains. 
This dwindling nature of the economic base of the town is still 
continuing_ 

17. During 1947 the year of India's independence, Kalka 
experienced an exodus of Muslim population to Pakistan. In 
return, a considerable number of refugees migrated to the town 
and occupied the evacuee property in Khalil GaE, Kasab 
Mohalla and in other different parts of the town. Soon after 
it, M.C. took a major step towards the improvement of water 
supply system. Drinking water had always remained a great 
headache in the town area. 'Bavli', a natural spring near police 
barrier remained the only source of drinking water for many 
years. But in the year 1953, the municipal authorities got 
succesS' in locating the exact place of water in the bed of Sukhna 
Cho. A well was constructed with the view to ensure the 
regular supply of water. Now two water reservoirs have been 
construct~d. One is managed by the railway and the other one 
is by the ,P.W.D. The supply of tap-water has become a common 
feature in the town. 

18. Kalka experienced a slQw growth and remained a sub
tahsil of T~Jisil Kharar of district Ambala till 1966, the year of 
reorganisation of Punjab. Consequent upon this Kalka was 
raised to the level of Tahsil headquarter of district Ambala, 
and became. the part of Haryana. This accelerated the gro\xlth 
of the town. This performance is more highlighted by the 
introduction of the new bus routes to the various urban centres 
of the State. Establishment of the Degrer College (the first 
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~tver Government degree college in the district) is another 
significant feature added to the glory of Tahsil headquarter. 
; By and by a number of new offices are being established in the 
town. Renovation of the Hospital building is also worth 
mentioning here. 

19. Apart from these, Establishment of Hindustan Machine 
.Tools factory, which employs nearly 2,500 persons has increased 
the importance of Kalka. A number of persons employed there 
*,eside in the town, because of shortage of living accommodation 
fin the factory premises. More space is required to aCCOlll
fmodate the increasing population and also to cope with the 
ldeveloping trend of the town. Therefore, the conflict between 
the agricultural land and built up area has started. The whole 
of agricultural land to the south of railway bridge has been 
acquired by the state Government to construct the new build
cing for the college. Land values are on the constant increase. 
Under present circumstances it can safely be concluded that the 
urban landscape of the town will soon encroach upon the near
by rural land. Above all, the scarcity of water which had 
always retarded the growth of the town require an early 
attention to feed the recently introduced sewerage system of 
the town. 

Size and the boundary of Kalka town 

20. During the 1971-Census, 2.85 sq. kms. has been 
·reported as the total area of Kalka town. The jurisdictional 
!limit of the town remained unchanged for many years, as the 
town is concentrated between the narrow limits of seasonal 
choes. On the north Parwanu forest acts as a natural barrier 
while towards east, west and south seasonal choes mark a 
natural boundary of the town. The compact nature of the 
town presents the physical unity of the area. At the time of 
1971 enumeration, the jurisdiction of the town was divided into 
11 municipal wards. 

Land-use pattern, land valuation and land speculation 

21. Land-use pattern bears an intimate relationship with 
land valuation which in return is determined by the social and 
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economic structure of an area. As a general rule it can be 
stated that valuation of land is higher in commercial area of 
the town. In the light of above concept it can be said that the 
prominent commercial areas of the town i.e. Gandhi 'Chowk 
and main bazar have higher rental value. Similarly, the land 
values of the residential areas situated around Gandhi Chowk 
and main bazar have gone up considerably during past many 
years. Scarcity of land in these commercial areas have en
hanced the rental value of the existing structures. 

22. The next best area where the speculation of land will 
gain momentum in the near future is the area situated south 
of railway bridge along Kalka-Ambala road. The whole land 
has been acquired by the Government to construct the new 
college building. The plying of regular vehicular traffic and 
the opening of new approach road (leading to villages) will 
contribute to its fast development. This area is likely to be 
a good market centre. The Government of Haryana is taking 
incentive to develop this area to cope with the growing needs 
of the inhabitants. 

Impact Of Topography 

23. As already mentioned, the topography of the town 
presents a scene of alluvial fan at the foot of Shivaliks. Kalka 
owes its importance to its peculiar site to a large extent. The 
physical barriers on all its sides had always limited the exten
!lion of the town. Consequently town could develop only 
around the main arterial road. 

Population characteristics 

24. Kalka has been a transport centre since it came into 
existence. Originally Muslims, (Sheikhs) and Kannet Rajput 
and few Vaish have been the predominant section of popUlation 
even during British period. But after 1920 the populatipn has 
undergone a significant change as far as the eithnic composition 
of the town is concerned. Town experienced an influx of Vaish 
from the surrounding areas. Consequently, all communities viz. 
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Hindu, Muslim and Sikh constitute the ethnic composition of 
the town. The other minorities were Jain, Christian and 
Buddhist, etc. Among Hindus, Brahmins, Vaish, Khatris, 
Scheduled Caste form the major part of the population. 

25. While discussing the population characteristics of the 
town it can be stated that the town is predominantly inhabited by 
the persons belonging to lower middle class and lower, class 
strata. In the absence of any big industrial unit and com· 
mercial establishment in the town, the major portion of the 
pcpulation has been found to be engaged in transport, services 
and small scale trade and commerce. The only shifting made 
by the Vaish in their occupational structure is that they have 
also taken up wholesale trade in the town. Now they form 
the richest strata of the society. 

26. After partition of the country the refugee migrants have 
enhanced the economic growth of the town by starting new 
commercial estabHshments in the town. They are expanding 
fastly in the transport fields and are the immediate competitors 
of the Sikh dominant transporters. Refugees have settled main. 
1y in Khalil Gali, Parade Mohalla and in other parts of the 
town. But due to the presence of the railway workshop, Kalka 
now presents a class-mixed society of the inhabiting popUlation. 

27. Now, in the wake of declining position of business in 
the town and the development of Chandigarh, rich strata has 
started migrating to the developing urban centres like 
Chandigarh and Pinj ore , etc. However, Kalka will soon revive 
its lost glory in the near future. 

Trends of population since 1901-1971. 

28. Kalka is an evolve town. With the continuous increasE' 
in the number of its functions and importance it has witnesse(' 
a great variations in its demographic structure. The variation 
in popUlation during the last seventy years, since Kalka ,attained 
the position of an urban 'centre was not regulaT ... ·'oU~\1t··' };las 
experienced great temporal fl~ctuations. C;::'Onsidering'1h!s 

7· " 
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irregularity of growth, the changes in population of Kalka can 
conveniently be explained under the following four heads :-

1. The period of rapid decline 1901-1911. 

2. The period of rapid increase 1911-1921. 

3. The period of stability 1921-1931. 

4. The period of rapid increase 1931-1961. 

29. Thus the period between 1901 to 1931 presents a perinc1 
of great fluctuations, while the other half, i.e., 1931 to 1961 'j 

marked by a continuous growth. But the decade 1961-197_ 
represents a period of decline. 

NameofTow'1 year persons Dec'l·ie Percentage 
Variation Decade 

Variation 

2 3 4 5 

Kalka 1901 7,045 
1911 4,~32 _2,Sn --35 ·67 
1921 7,f35 +3,\03 +68.47 
1931 7,937 +302 + 3 ·96 
1941 9,766 +1,829 +23 ·04 
1951 14,058 +4,292 +43 ·95 
1961 18,Of8 +4,010 +28 ·52 
1971 17,711 -357 -1,98 

30. During the first decade of the present century Kalka 
witnessed a sharp decline in its population by losing 35.67 per 

r 

cent of its total population in 1911 or 2,513 persons in absolute 
number. This sharp decline in popUlation seems to be quite 
strange' considering that during this period Kalka's economy 
and functions were on the road of progress. Under nO!rmal cir
cumstances the expanding economy results in the addition of 
an appre~iable number of persons in the existing population but 
the experience of Kalka was to the contrary. 
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31. The main reasons of this sharp decline of population was 
associated with the spread of epidemic of plague. Besides, poor 
harvests connected with unfavourable climate was another 
reason for this appreciable fall in population. This decline of 
populat~on was not experienced by Kalka alone, but similar 

conditions prevailed throughout the Ambala District. 

32. In the successive decade Kalka witnessed an increase of 
68.47 per cent in its total population or an addition of 3.103 persons 
in all. This rapid increase in population is as interesting as the 
rapid decrease experienced in the last decade. The huge per
centage increase was the result of in-migration. This deduction 
is confirmed by another line of evidence. From 1912 onwards the 
wholesale business of Kalka was on increase. Its function as 
a transport centre was also experiencing a rapid expansion. In 
1919 motor-car transportation started. Prior to its advent the 
main means of transport, both for travellers and goods were 
horses, mules, tongas, and carts. But now taxi transport became 
an important feature and consequently hundreds of taxi-drivers 
settled here. Some of these in-migrants brought their families 
along with them. As a result of all these favourable factors 
Kalka experienced a rapid increase both in its male and female 
population. 

33. During the next decade the net increase was 302 
persons. The primary reason of this stability of population can 
be sought in the stability of its economy. During the decade 
no addition in its function, which could attract in-migrants, was 
experienced. As a result the variation in population in this 
decade was only nominal, i.e., 3.96 per cent. 

34. From 1931 onwards the population of Kalka shows a 
persistant increase. The net increase during this period has 
been 128 per cent or 10,146 persons. This increase was contri
buted partly by in-migration and partly by natural increase 
but the extent of contribution of these two sources varies in the 
three decades. 



35. During 1931-41, 23.04 per cent increase in population 
was primarily by natural increase and migration had only 
secondary role to play. This decade was marked by a healthy 
period, thus natural increase was appreciable. The stability of 
economy was presenting no attraction for further in-migration. 
But in contrast to it, the in-migrants of previous decades were 
bringing their families. Thus female population was increasing 
with greater rapidity in comparative sense. 

36. The decade 1941-1951, faced the after-effects of the 
partition which resulted in substantial increase in population 
by the addition of refuge in-migrants. The wholesale business 
of Kalka was at its zenith in this decade. This fact was brought 
to notice through the personal enquiries about the history of 
wholesale business of Kalka. So, many refugee shopkeepers 
settled at Kalka. Another major attraction of Kalka in this 
respect was the railway workshop. The creation of Pakistan 
resulted in temporary unemployment for the employees of 
Mugalpura Railway Workshop which was a huge establishment 
These persons were employed by government in various railway 

-workshops of the country, and the workshops in Kalka where 
more than 1,000 refugees were employed, got the maximum 
share in it. These refugees settled in Kalka alongwith their 
families. Further, this decade was also marked by a healthy 
period so natural increase was also noteworthy. Thus, the net 
variation of 4,292 persons in this decade can be attributed both 
to the natural increase and in-migration secondary one. 

37. During the period 1951-1961 Kalka experienced an 
addition of 4,010 persons or 28.52 per cent of its total population 
in 1951. This' increase is mainly contributed by natural increase. 
During this decade the general conditions of health in Kalka 
were quite favourable. The existence of railway hospital and 
civil hospital with adequate facilities accelerated the decline in 
death rate. Previously both these hospitals were managed by 
one doctor only but now both the hospitals are receiving the 
full time services of one lady doctor and one male doctor in 
each case. Thus, as a result of this decline in mortality rate, the 
natural increase is quite noteworthy. 
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38. In-migration has nearly been stopped nOw. Due to deve
lopment of Chandigarh, the commercial position of the town 
is dwindling. On the other hand nominal out-migration has 
started. A few of the leading merchants have closed their 
business in Kalka and have settled in Chandigarh. In the next 
decade 1961-71 population of Kalka falls down to a considerable 
extent and has shown a negative growth, i.e., 1.98 per cent. This 
declining trend of popUlation is mainly due to the partial shift 
of the Railway Workshop to Jagadhri and partly to the deve
lopment of Chandigarh. Because of these reasons Kalka is 
showing a sign of decrease in its population. 





CHAPTER III 

AMENITIES AND SERVICES 

The political, social and economic growth of the regionl 
town gives birth to social and public institutions. The type and 
standard of these institutions is the index of the socio-economic 
structure of the people. A brief description of the administra
tive and other institutions have been discussed in the follow
ing paragraphs :-
Administrative offices of the state government 

(i) Tahsil office 

2. Out of the administrative offices of the state Govern
ment, the Tahsil is the most important. It is located on the 
railway road near the military ground adjoining the railway 
colony. The Tahsildar is the administrative head of the 
Tahsil. The primary duty of th~ Tahsildar is to collect 

~ land revenUe and maintain the land records of the area 
'aIling in his jurisdiction. Besides, other administrative func

tions, he is also helping the Deputy Commissioner in maintain
ing the law and order in his area. The Tahsil forms a part of 
the Ambala Sub-division of Ambala district of the State. It 
was raised to the status of tahsil during the year 1968. At the 
time of field enquiry, 17 officials were working in the tahsil. 
(ii) Police station 

3. It is situated in the Main Bazar and is headed by a Station 
House Officer and has a strength of 27 employees. It helps in 
maintaining the law and order in the area and to prevent and 
detect crimes. 

(iii) Other offices 

4. The offices of Sub-Divisional officers of P.W.D. and 
• Electricity Board have been set up during the last decade. In 
, addition the Civil Hospital, Veterinary Hospital etc. are also 

functioning in the town. 

Central Government OfficesjEstablishments 

5. (a) Post and Telegraph,-The post office is situated in the 
lower bazar of the town and at the time of field investigation 



as many as fifteen employees were working in it. In addition. 
the telegraph and telephone facilities are also available in th~ 
town since long. 

(b) Railway Station 

6. The town is the terminus of broad gauge line which was 
started during the year 1891 and the starting point of the narrow 
gauge railway line which was commissioned during the year 
1903. The railway station was extended during the year 1903 
with the advent of narrow gauge line linking the town with 
Simla. At the time of field enquiry about 280 employees were 
working in the railway station establishment. 

(c) Railway Workshop 

7. With the partition of the country, the railway workshop 
was expanded. It has been partly shifted to Jagadhri in the 
recent years. 

Municipal Committee 

8. The Municipality is the primary body to rUn the local 
administration of the town. The Municipal Committee office 
is situated adjoining the Refugee Colony in front of S. D. Higb 
School on the Kasauli Road. The Committee is constituted of 
13 elected members besides the ex-officio members, having a 
President and Vice-President to preside over the meetings of the 
committee and a Secretary to look after the office work. The 
sub-committees have also been constituted for specific purposes. 
The broad functions of the Municipal Committee have been 
given below:-

(i) Construction and repair of roads/streets within the 
municipal limits. 

(ii) Provision of street lights. 

(iii) Ensuring proper sanitary conditions of the town and 

(iv) Arrangements for a proper drinking water supply, 
mid-wife services, registration of births and deaths, 
provision of recreational facilities by setting up the 
parks, libraries, etc. 
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9. The Municipal Committee had an income of Rs. 3.13 lakhs 
from various sources during the financial year 1967-68 and it 
rose to Rs 3.25 lakhs during the year 1968-69. The following 
tables give the source-wise income of the Municipal Committee 
during the year 1967-68 and 1968-69. 

INCOME OF KALKA MUNICIPALITY FROM MAJOR 
SOURCES 

Sources Income in Rs Income in Rs. 
(1967-68) 0968-69) 

GENERAL DEPARTMENT 249,~60 260,765 
Interests on un earmarked investment 400 400 
Miscellaneous Receipts 2,607 2,0:0 
Gra'1t-in-aid for cattle pond 466 
Taxes on building and lands 49,502 48,636 
Dangerous and offe:lsive trades 791 760 

[ICENCE FEES 

Octroi 159,751 173,04 t 
Building application fees 709 1,231 
Show tax 2,751 432 
Miscellaneous copying fee 313 275 
Rent of la'lds and buildings 19,937 20,227 
Tehbazari fee 12,654 13,277 
Garden and roadside trees 45 

PUBLIC HEALTH 13,337 13,549-
Sale of night soil 2,957 2,656 
Sale of Sewerage 150 545 
Slaughter house fee 3,583 3,521) 
Licence UIS 197 6,047 6,144 
Miscellaneous 600 675 
Water supply 39,956 47,322 
water rate 28,838 34,414 
Meter rent 4,776 5,484 
Miscellaneous 6,342 7,424 

VETER1NARY DEPARTMLNT 

Fees and sale of medicines 157 193 
SUSPENSE ACCOUNT 3,703 3,568 
Advance and deposits 3,523 3,624-
Cattle Pond 180 -56 
Total Income 306,613 325,397 
Opening Balance 63,277 55,192-
Grand Total 359,889 380,589' 
Total Expenditnre 314,698 313,199-
Closing Balance 55,192 67,390 
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10. A perusal of the figures, reveals that octroi, taxes on 
building and lands, water charges, rents of land and building 
and tehbazari fees constitute the main source of income. Dur.
ing the year 1968-69, a nominal grant of Rs. 466 was received 
from the Government. Over a period of one year the income 
from octroi charges has increased by about Rs. 13,290 whereas 
the income from taxes on buildings and lands had slightly de~ 
crealSed by about Rs. 866. The maximum increase was witnessed 
in the water charges. 

11. The following table depicts the head/sub-headwise 
expenditure incurred by the Municipal Committee during the 
year 1967-68 and 1968-69. 

EXPENDITURE 

Head 

General Department Establishments 
Establishment 
Law Charges 
Election EKpenses 
Audit Fee 
Contingency 
Miscellaneous 
Repairs 

Octroi 
Establi5hment 
Contingency 

Tax 
Establishment 
Cohtingency 

Munh:ipal Properties 
Contingency 
Repairs 

Garden and Roadside Trees 
Establishment 

34 

1967-68 1968-69 

2 3 

33,709 19,511 
13,474 14,769 
2,203 1,154 

838 III 
1,420 715 
2,038 1,468 

13,731 1,260 
34 

57,674 6'1,179 
55,484 5,478 

2,190 1,701 

4.835 5,652 
4,824 5,652 

11 142 

3,156 2,371 
2,823 2,163 

333 203 

1,517 1,687 
1,517 1,687 



Head 1967-68 1968-69 

2 3 

--------------___,---.. -~-------__,---------
{Jgbting 7,637 10,500 

Establishment 259 259 
Contingency 7,378 10,241 

-cattle Pond 1,033 1,590 
Establishment 1,054 1,558 
Contingency -24 32 
Repair 3 

£ducatioD 46,856 
2.3Si A. Direction 3,928 

Establishment 2,419 
l;i 19 contingency 449 

Contribution 40,000 40,000 

-Library 2,360 2,418 
Establishment 1,745 1,503 
Conti ngency 614 915 
Repair 1 

'Medical 11,120 11,481 
Contribution 11,\20 11 ,120 
Charges for leapers N.A. 361 

,public Health 1,757 2,824 
Establ ishment 1,753 2,817 
Contingency 4 7 

'ln fant Welfare 4,827 5,133 
Establishment 3,589 3,812 
Contingency 1,238 1,321 

'Vaccinations 1,812 1,'177 
Establ is hment J ,6"4 1,716 
Contingency 148 61 

'plague and other Epidemic Diseases 5,113 7,557 
Esta1;llishment 4,085 6,039 
Contingency 1,028 1,518 

,<: onservancy 42,467 46,770 
Establishment 41,866 45,807 
Contingency 601 963 

DiSposal 15,115 13,038 
Estab\i~hment 6,210 8,409 
Contin~ency 8,882 4,507 
Original Works 122 
Repair5 23 

Drainage 14,034 12,810 
Establ ishment 9,700 10,977 
Contingency 442 1,040 
Original work 3892 70S 
Repairs market 88 

35 



Heaj 1967-68 1968-69 

2 3 

Slaughter Houses 2,494 1,932 
Establishment 1,066 1,160 
Contingency 1,025 38 
Original works 704 
Repairs 403 
Burning and Burial of Papers 30 

Water Supply 22 53 
C0ntingency 6 53 
Repairs 16 

Machinery 4,930 4,718 
Electric Energy 4,259 4,390 
Contingency 448 16 
Repairs 223 312 

Distribution 15,220 18,481 
Establishment 10,657 13,245 
Repairs and Removal of Pipes 3,218 4,111 
Contingency 1,345 1,125 

Loan 10,031 10,031 
Interest 6,241 6,041 
Repayment of PrinciPJI 3,796 3,996 

Capital Expenditure 16,147 3,337 
Building and Reservoir 13,000 
Meters 3,247 3,387 

Veterinary Department 6,258 6,754 
Establishment 4,175 ' 4,908 
Contingency 2,083 1,846 

Municipal Works 4,132 12,069 
Establisament 1,056 2,970 
Contingency 91 293 
Metalling Road ~19 5,097 
Paving Streets 2,266 3,709 

12. These figures reveal that the expenditure incurred on 
the collection of octroi increased by about Rs. 9,505 over a period 
of one year while the expenditure on public health activities 
increased by about Rs. 1,067 during a period of o~e year mainly 
due to repair of urinals, latrines and the provision of . wheel 
barrows, etc. The other heads/sub-heads which showed an up
ward trend of expenditure are street lighting, conservancy. 

13. The Municipal Committee is maintained the Gandhi 
Library since the year 1949. It is situated in Gandhi Chowk in 
the heart of the town. The regular membership varies from 30 
to 50 persons who are entitled tq draw books on loan from the 
library after paying annual subscription of Rs. 3 with a security 
of Rs. 5. The library contains mostly Hindi, Urdu and Panjabi 



books. It also provides reading room facilities and newspapers 
and magazines of Hindi, Panjabi, Urdu and English are sub~ 

scribed. Generally old pensioners or unemployed persons are 
seen spending their time in the morning hours for reading the 
journals and newspapers. 

Water Supply 

14. The town has experienced an acute shortage of water 
supply since times immemorial. Due to the submountainous 
locatiOn of town, the water level is very low. The wells are 
<:onspicuously absent and there is no possibility of installing 
domestic hand pumps, due to rocky land. Till the recent past 
the town has been solely dependent on natural springs and 
<Kuhls' available in Sukhna Cho for its drinking water supply. 
The natural spring near the police barrier remained the main 
source of water for a number of years. The Britishers tried to 
improve the conditions by erecting a water reservoir popularly 
known as 'Paniwala Parav' ... which was fed by gravity from the_ 
Sukhna Cho. The reservoir has a capacity of 36,000 gallons. 
The water was supplied mainly to the employees of the Railway 
establishment. The local people were devoid of this facility 
and had perforce to draw water from the natural spring. The 
affluent people used to engage water carriers for getting the 
water. During the summer, when the shortage used to be at 
climax, a pitcher o£ water some times costed upto 8 annas. 
After the partition of the country, the railway authorities 
solved the water problem of the inhabitants of railway colony 
by constructing a reservoir near the railway ground. The 
water was tapped from Kaushalya Nadi. But this scheme 
could hardly meet the requirements of employees due to in· 
adequacy of supply. The capacity of this reservoir has been 
augumented in recent years, with the result that the residential 
quarters have also been provided with individual water can· 
nections. 

15. One of the. most important functions of the local 
body is to make adequate arrangements for drinking water. 
The Municipal Committee of Kalka concentrated its efforts on 
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this and today water is supplied not only through public taps 
but also to individual houses in many places, 

16. A new pumping set was installed at Sukhna Cho 
during the year, 1956. This work was initially started on a 
co-operative basis but after a month the municipal committee 
took over the scheme. At present 2 storage tanks on Kasauli 
road with a capacity of 100,000 (one lakh) gallons each are 
available. Both the reservoirs are maintained by the municipal 
authorities. Pipe line have been laid throughout the town. The 
water goes by gravity to the Kurari Mohalla, Lower Bazar, 
Khatik situated at lower level, but it is pumped through the 
machines to the reservoirs i situated at Kasauli Bridal Path. As 
the pipe lines have been laid on the slope the flow of water 
is naturally most heavy in the localities situated at the base of 
the town. On the other hand Upper Mohalla. Tibbi Mohalla 
and Khalil Gali have very low pressure of water. 

17. The present arrangements have not been able to fully 
cope with the requirements. There are 150 public taps installed 
in different residential localities from where a large number of 
the inhabitants draw water. The public taps have mostly been 
installed on the prominant points of the residential area. Long 
and unwidely queues of people are often seen on these taps. 
The town is starved of adequate water supply. The only 
difference is that some areas are completely dependent on public 
taps while the other areas have individual taps as well. The 
Khatik Mohalla. Balmiki Mohalla, Bharaee Mohalla, Handian 
MahalIa and Tibbi Mohalla are the areas which depend on 
public water taps for their drinking water requirements. 

18. The Municipal reservoir has the capacity to suoply 
2 lakh gallons of water per day. 

Conservancy 

19. Kalka town is not only devoid of underground sewerage 
but also lacks a proper surface drainage system. The drains are 
open and are constructed on the margin of the streets, which 
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emanates foul smell. The Municipal Committee deploys 
sweepers (both male as well as female!) to clean the streets 
and roads under the supervision of the sanitary inspector. The 
Municipal Committee has recently constructed some public 
latrines and urinals in the town. On the whole the sanitary 
conditions of the town are not very satisfactory especially in 
congested areas like Kurari MahalIa, Handian MohalIa, Bharaee 
Mohalla and other low lying areas. The night soil is collected 
by the private sweepers from the residential houses and further 
disposed of by hand carts, tractor trailors to the dumping 
ground by municipal conservancy staff. 

Supply of Electricity 

20. Electricity facilities were provided in the town as 
early as 1927. It was thermal electricity, managed by a private 
entrepreneur. At present the electricity supplied by the Bhakra 
Power House is being utilized in the town under the control of 
the sub-divisional officer of the Haryana State Electricity Board. 
The expenditure on street lights is being met by the Municipal 
Committee. The electricity supplied by the Railway Power 
House in the railway establishment is controlled by the Railwa? 
authorities. The supplies are adequate and the supply station 
has been connected with the Grid Sub-Station of H.M.T. Pinjore, 
situated at a distance of 9 kms. 

21. About 80 per cent popUlation and 70 per cent of the 
buildings enjoy electric facilities. Regarding street lights. pole
type. wall-type and hanging-type points were found in the 
town. At the time of the field enquiry, 213 street light points 
had been prOVided in the municipal limits. 

Rail Routes 

22. The distant routes connected by rail from here are 
Kalka-Amritsar. Kalka-Ferozepur, Kalka-Howrah and Kal~m
Delhi with single service on these routes. In fact the town 
attained the position of an urban centre only after the establish
ment of its railway station during the year 1890 and the 
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opening of the narrow gauge railway line connecting the plains 
with the Simla hills. Four services of trains originate from 
Kalka for Simla. The important stations by rail are Dharampur, 
Barog, Solan, Solan Brewery, Kandaghat, Tara Devi, Jatog and 
Simla. Another shuttle train originating from Kalka is for 
Ambala. The village folk of the adjoining hills generally do not 
avail themselves of the train facilities as the timings of trains 
plying between Kalka and Simla do not suit them. In addi
tion, the villages are also not situated within reasonable distance 
from the railway station. On the other hand buses ply at all 
hours and stop at numerous convenient points and take much 
less time to cover distance between Simla and Kalka and such 
as preferable. 

Transport and communication facilities 

23. Kalka is basically a transport town and a good flow of 
traffic is noticeable on the Ambala-Simla road passing through 
the heart of the town. It also acts as an important traffic centre 
for the buses/trucks plying to and from hilly areas of Simla 
hills. The buses ply fOr Simla, Kasauli, Chail, Subathu, 
Sarahan, Nalagarh and Rampur Bushahr. The areas connected 
by bus services with plains are Ambala, Rupar, Chandigarh, 
Patiala, Jullundur, Amritsar, Pathankot and Delhi and many 
towns of Punjab, Haryana and U.P. The bus service towards 
Ambala and Chandigarh is quite frequent and varies from 30 
minutes to one hour. Most of the services are plyed by Govern
ment transport undertakings such as the Haryana Roadways, 
Himachal Government Transport, PEPSU Road Transport Cor
poration and Panjab Roadways. The goods transport is still 
managed mainly by the private op,erators. 

Truck Services 

24. As Kalka is on the border of Haryana State and is a 
gateway to Simla Hills, the inter-state restrictions on the move
ment of trucks has made the town a transit centre. This led 
to the establishment of the offices of various transport com
panies. The truck traffic is mainly towards Simla, Delhi, 
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Ambala and other important towns of Haryana and Punjab. 
The traffic is seasonal and is at a peak level in the months of 
August to November, when the apple and seed potato seasons 
start and these products are exported from Himachal Pradesh 
to other parts of the country. It is at the minimum ebb in the 
month of February. With a view to provide quick transport. for 
the goods, number of goods transport companies have opened 
their offices at the outskirt of the south of the town on the 
Ambala-Kalka road. 

Hospitals and ~edical Services 

25. The town has two hospitals Le., a Railway Hospital and 
the Civil Hospital. The Civil Hospital is being run by the 
Government of Haryana. The Railway Hospital caters to the 
medical needs of the Railway employees only whereas the 
Civil Hospital caters to the needs of the town as well as of the 
adjoining areas. The Civil Hospital is situated on the Railway 
Road and was initially started in 1948 as a civil dispensary, 
subsequently it was raised to a;Civil Hospital with bed strength 
of 24. At the time of survey, the staff consists of three each of 
doctors and dispensers, six nurses in addition to the para 
medical staff. The family planning work is also being attended 
to in the Hospital. 

26. In addition, a family planning welfare centre is also 
functioning in the town. The centre has been sponsored by the 
Red Cross Society of the State. A good number of private prac
titioners and chemists are also functioning in the main shopping 
centre of the town, i.e., Gandhi Chowk and Lower Bazar. At the 
time of survey, 9 allopathic doctors, 2 homeopaths, 4 unani 
hakims and 2 ayurvedic vaids were functioning in the town. Most 
of these medical professionals are registered medical practitioners 
without any requisite qualifications. They are also working as 
dispensing chemists for the sale of drugs in the town. Most of 
tqeir patrons are rural inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
or the local residents settled in the immediate neighbouring 
areas. Serious cases are taken to Chandigarh which is easily 
approachable and is a centre of advanced hospitalization. 
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Educational Facilities 

27. Till recently the town was providing educational facili
ties upto Higher Secondary level. During the year 1970 the 
State Government started a Degree College in the town with 
the provision of only arts subjects. These facilities are being 
availed Of by the local students as well as by those of the ad
joining areas. At the time of survey, as many as 11 educational 
institutions were found to be functioning in the town. The 
primary classes of all the schools except one girls primary 
Echool are of co-educational type. Out of the four girls schools, 
two are of Higher Secondary level, one each is of high and 
primary standard. Out of the total institutions, four primary 
schools are being managed by the; railway authorities. A brief 
description of some of the important institutions has been given 
in the following paragraphs:-

(i) Government Higher Secondary School 

28. The school is one of the oldest educational institutions 
of the town and is known for its studies. It is situated in the 
Lower Bazar. Its building is one of the oldest in Kalka and 
was originally used as a Tonga Workshop. At the time of 
survey, 1,620 students were on the rolls of the school. The pro~ 
vision of teaching both Arts and Science subjects are available 
in the school. The staff of the school comprised 45 teachers 
who are fully trained and qualified for the jobs. 

(i;) S. D. High School 

29. Anot!ler important school for boys is the S. D. High 
School. Initially, it was established in 1936 as the Sanatan 
Dharm Paths ala with a provision of educational facilities for 
!he primarY classes. In the year 1966, it was upgraded to matric 
level. The school is controlled and run by the S. D. Managing 
Committee of the town. At the tim!" of survey, 13 teachers (6 
males and 7 females) were working in the school. Most of the 
teachers were trained and were either M.A"B.T., B.A.,B.Ed./ 
B.T. Co-education exists upto primary level. The; total number , 
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of students on rolls were 494. No fee's being charged from 
the primary class students. 

(iii) Hindu Girls Higher SecondCLty School 

30. The Hindu Girls Higher Secondary School is situated 
in the Lower, Bazar near 'Paniwalla Parav'. The provision of 
teaching of arts and science subjects is available in the school. 
It was established in 1917 as a primary and suhsequently up
graded to high school in 1957 and converted to a Higher Secon
dary School in the year 1962. The school is being managed by 
a private body. At the time of survey, 27 teachers were 
working, of these 14 were M.A./'B.A.,B.Ed., and the remaining 
were J.B.Ts. The total students on rolls were 1,069, of which 
489 students were in the primary classes. 

(iv) Arya Girls High School 

31. The school is f situated near the Bus-stand and is 
managed by the Arya Samaj Committee of the town. The 
Arya Samaj initially started it as a primary school in 1947 and 
subsequently up-graded it to a high school in the year 1962. 
The school had done pioneering work for the expansion of 
female education. It provides facilities for teaching both arts 
and SCIenCe subjects and has earned a name for achieving 
good results. The total strength of students was 707, of which 
424 were in the primary classes. Out of the 20 . teachers 
working m the school, only one was male and the remaining 
were females. 

(v) Sikh Girls High School 

32. This is situated near the Sat Narayan Temple Road 
and was established in 1945. It being managed by a private 
body is housed in the mosque building of Kalka. It was re
eognised as a Middle School in 1948 and as a High School in 
1957. The total number of students on rolls was 257, of which 
163 were in the primary section. Out of 12 female teachers 
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working in the school, 4 were B.A.,B.Ed., and the remaining 
were matriculates and J.B.Ts. 

3iJ. In addition to this, primary schools are also function
ing in the railway colony and other parts of the town. Looking 
to the needs of the university education of the 
area, the State Government started the Degree 
College in the year 1970. This has given relief to 
the local population. The medium of i~.structions is 
generally Hindi. The medium of expression is Hindi as well 
as Punjabi for the students appearing in the University or 
school board examinations. The students irrespective of castE' 
are admitted to the schools. The students belonging to sche
duled castes get full fee concession even in privately managed 
schools. The provision of scholarships on the basis of merit 
and poverty also exist in all the schools. 

34. In order to impart technical training to females, the 
industrial craft school for girls was started during the year 
1969. This school provides facilities in tailoring (sewing, 
stitching and cutting) and embroidery. A diploma is awarded 
to the trainees after successfull completion of the course. At 
the time of field enquiry, 60 trainees were on the rolls and 4 
teachers were working. 

Hotels and Restaurants 

35. At the time of field survey, two hotels with boarding
lodging, and thirteen Dhabas were functioning in the town. 
Tn addition, about 50 sweetmeat shops and tea stalls also exist 
in the town. The particulars of two hotels collected during 
the field work are summarised below:-

Himachal Hotel 

36. This is situated on the railway road near the busstand. 
It was started during the year 1950. It serves as a hotel as well 
as a restaurant. Both vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals are 
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served in this hotel. The persOns staying in the hotel are not 
required compulsorily to take meals. The meals are served 
during 11.30 A.M. to 3.00 P.M. and 7.00 P.M. to 10.00 P. M. It 
may be mentioned that bar facilities are not available in the 
hotel. It occupies a part of the building adjacent to tlie bus
stand while the remairiing parts of building are being used as 
shop-cum-residence. The ground floor is being used as a 
restaurant while the first floor is used for lodging. It has five 
bed rooms with 2 beds in each room. Though the hotel has 
electricIty facilities, no ceiling fans have been provided in the 
bedrooms. Simple cots serve as beds and, no regular or modern 
furniture is available to the customers. The charges of thp 
room depend upon the number of cots used. Rs. 3 are being 
charged per day per cot. The surroundings of the hotel are 
not very encouraging from the hygenic point of view. The 
rooms are ill-furnished and lack natural light and air. The 
bathroom and latrines are not attached to the rooms. Brass 
and China clay utensils are being used for cooking and serving 
the meals. The customers are generally tourists who halt on 
their way to hill stations or others who are on business. The 
duration of such stays is not much. With the availability of 
buses late in the evening, the owner is witnessing a downward 
trend in his business. Mostly the army personnel proceeding 
on leave Or coming from border areas of Simla hills are the 
regular customers at present. 

37. The present owner of the hotel is a Brahmin belonging 
to Himachal Pradesh. Previously it was owned by a local 
Brahamin. At the time of transfer of premises to the present 
owner a ~um of Rs. 2,000 was given to the previous 

owner as cost of furniture and other articles of the 
establishment. Due to the decline in the number of customers 
the owner has engaged only two servants. One of them is a 
cook and the other attends to multifarious duties. In addition, 
a part-time sweeper has also been engaged. 

Oi) Muhyal Hotel 

38. This was established in 1967 and is situated opposite 
Himachal Hotel near the Busstand on the Railway Road. It 
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is meant purely for lodging purposes and no catering services 
are provided. It occupies a portion of the first floor of a com
parativeJy better looking building. The ground floor of the 
building is occupied by a tea shop, a halwai shop and a bakery. 
The rooms are well-lighted and have a number of windows 
which open on the road side. The lodgers have a good view 
of the persons passing on the railway road. There are four 
rooms with a provision of two beds in each foom. There is no 
separate provision of attached latrines and bathrooms. Four 
rupees are being charged per day per room with an additional 
50 paise for bedding. The rOoms are devoid of fan facilities. 
No servant has been engaged as the owner is a local person 
belonging to the Brahmin Community. No transfer' of owner
ship has taken place since the establishment came into existence 

Dhabas and Tea-shops 

39. The ptlrticulars of two dhabas (eating houses) and two 
tea stalls have been discussed in the following paragraphs. 

(i) Tourist Hotel 

40. It is situated on the Railway Road near the Busstand. 
It falls under category No. 1 of the eating houses so far as its 
charges, flow of customers, provision of furniture and other 
amenities are concerned. It is housed in a pucca building 
with a hall arid a separate counter for keeping the cooked 
material. It is fitted with tubelights and fans, besides hearing 
moderate furniture of wooden chairs and tables. China clay 
utensils are used for serving the food and care is taken to 
maintain some cleanliness. Both vegetarian and non-vegetarian 
foods are being served. In addition, soft drinks like coca-cola, 
orange, fanta, soda, etc., are also being supplied. The prepara
tions are comparatively better as compared to those in other 
eating places of the town. Due to its location, it is mostly 
patronized by the persons going and coming from Simla hills. 
A chapati costs 25 paise and a full plate of peas costs Rs. 2.00. 
About 200 to 300 persons visit the hotel daily and the sale 
proceeds comes to about Rs. 300 to Rs. 400. The owner is a 
refugee from West Pakistan. 
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(ii) Dhaba, Bhagwan Dass 

41. It is situated on the Simla Road and comprises a single 
structure with the provision of a small dining hall. 
Wooden stools and tables constitute the furniture. The kitchen 
has been provided in one corner of the room where cooking 
and \vashing of the utensils is undertaken. The utensils con
taining the cooked food are placed on the dais without any 
proper counter. Both vegetarian and non-vegetarian food is 
being served. Much attention is not being paid to cleanliness. 
The dhaba is mostly patronized by persons living in the town 
and who are not maintaining any household establishment. In 
addition the visitors from the adjoining areas also visit the 
place. On the average the place is being visited by about 100 to 
150 persons per day. The meals are comparatively cheaper. A 
chapati costs 15 paise with a plate of pulse. A plate of seasonal 
vegetable costs one rupee and a plate of meat costs Rs. 2.50. 

'Though the preparations are good, the customers usually feel 
depressed because of the unhygenic surroundings. Besides the 
owner, one cook and 3 other servants were working in the 
Dhaba. 

42. To sum up, it may be stated that a large numoer of old 
tYPe eating houses (Dhabas) are found in the town. These are 
generally patronized by the bus, truck and taxi drivers and 
conductors. and persons not maintaining household establish
ments and by the rural folk who visit the town for business and 

. court purposes. It has been observed that the town conspicuous
ly lack in lodging hotel. Many a time the tourists going to 
Simla hills face a big problem for accommodation. The retiring 
rooms and platforms of railway station provide shelter during 
the infux of tourists. 

Tea-stall!' 

4.3. There were 29 tea stalls in the town at the time of 
field enquiry. Of these 12 were located on the Railway Road, 
10 in the main and lower bazars, 3 on Sita Ram Road, 4 in 
Pahari Bazar., The maximum concentration of these stalls was 
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observed in Gandhi Chowk and Lower Bazar Area. Among the 
leading tea stalls are Frontier Cold Drinks, Darshan Refresher 
Centre, Chaudhri Tea Stall and Mangat Tea Stall. All are 
located in Gandhi Chowk. Most of the tea stalls have come 
into existence after 1960. The tea stalls have steam coal ovens 
within the shops and wooden sale counters on the outer portion 
of the shops facing the bazar. The snacks (Biscuits, Cakes , . 

Pastery, etc.) are kept in glass jars and displayed on wooden 
counters. The electric freezers are kept for storing cold drinks 
by some of the leading tea stall holders. The Chaudhari Tea 
Stall and Frontier Cold Drinks have comparatively modern 
furniture viz. sofas and sunmica tables. Therefore, these can 
be placed in category No. 1. The shops are fitted with tube~ 

lights, fans and other amenities. A good number of customers 
visit these shops. The tea stalls falling under category Nos. II and 
III are generally smokey, ill-lighted and lacking in cleanliness. 
These shops have steel furniture and have comparatively poer 
provision of crockery. The eatables are generally purchased 
from the bakery. There is a regular flow of customers compris
ing tourists, truck/bus/taxi drivers and conductors, etc. 
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CHAPTER IV 

ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE TOWN 
Data relating, to economic activities of the people is of im

mense value for economic analysis as well as for studying their 
SQcial conditions. The occupational structure of the people 
reflects their social, cultural and educational levels. The 
higher pal'!ticipation rate may 1]evea~ larger oppwtunHies of 
work in those areas or it may show the backwardness of the 
region which compels more people to work to feed the house
hold. It can safely be mentioned that in areas where the popu
,lation depends largely on agriculture, there is a greater participa
tion of all members of the household including women and 
,children and this reduces the proportion of non-workers. In 
the urban areas, the number of persons., engaged in agricultural 
activities is comparatively low, and Kalka being an urban centre 
is no exception. The occupational structure of Kalka as per 
1961-Census reveals that a very limited number of workers 'was 
engaged in agriculture. Being situated in the foothills of the 
Shivalik ranges, the town serves as a gateway to Simla hills and 
it provides other employment opportunities in the field of trans
port and communications. As many as 57 per cent of the work
ing population was engaged in this industrial category as per 1961· 
Census. The next best category was trade and commerce in 
wh~ch 10 per cent of the total working force was engaged. In 
order to get a comparative idea of the changes which have taken 
place during the last decade, the industrial classification of 
population into various categories of workers for Kalka, town, 
as per 1971-Census is given below:-

;~orklng Category 

1 

Worker 
Caltivators 
Agricultural Labourer 
Livestock and Forestry 
Household Industry 

TABLE 

WORKING FORCE 

Total Malii' 

2 3 

4.833 (27'29) 4,;76 (48) 
33 (0 '68) 33 
58 (1020) , . 55 
21 (0 044) : i, 18 
72 (1 049, ' 53 
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Female 

4 

257 (3 ·14) 

3 
3 
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Working Category Total M&le Fcmlle 

Other tban Household 
Industry 598 (12 -37) 576 22 

Construction 69 (1-43) 69 
Trade & Commerce 842 (17 -42) 827 15 
Transport 2,137 (44 -22) 2,116 21 
Other services 1,003 (20-73) 829 174 

NOD-workers -- 12,878 (72 -71) 4,957 (52-00) 7,921 (96 -86) 

Total Population .. 11,711 (100 -00) 9,533 (100 '00) 8,178 (100 '00) 

Note.-Figures in brackets show the relative percentages. 

2. The table reveals that out of total 17,711 persons, 4,833 
(2'7.29 per cent) are workers and 12,878 (72.71 per cent) are non
workers, as against 26.31 per cent and 73.69 per cent, respectively, 
for the urban areas of the State. If the 'sex-wise figures are 
considered, it is found that 4B per cent males and 3.14 per cent 
females of the total are reported as workers, which shows a 
great dispanity among males and females in the rate o,f participa
tion. 

3. The comparison between the percentage of workers 
engaged in different industrial categories during'1961-71-Census 
show that the total number of workers has decreased during 
the last decade. In the 1961-Census, as many as 6,005 persons 
(33.24 per cent) were reported to be workers as against 4,833 
(27.29 per cent) according to 1971-Census. The decline in the 
percentage of the workers can be attributed to some extent to 
the different concept of the workers adopted during the current 
Census. During the last decade the number of perSons engaged 
in agricultural activities, remains almost the same i.e. 2 per 
cent of the total workers, while dn respect of other categories, 
the percentage has decreased considerably. As per 1961-Census, 
57 per cent of the workers were engaged in the Transport 
and Communications, while in 1971 it has come down to 
44 per cent. The decrease can be attributed to the partial 
shifting of the Railway W~rkshop from Kalka to Jagadhri 
town and (ii) also to the increased availability of thorougb 
traffic from plains to hill areas and vice-versa. It may be 
stated that the percentage of workers engaged in Trade and 
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Commerce activities has increased from 10 to 17 per cent over 
the last decade. Similarly, the percentage of workers engaged 
in manufacturing, other than. household industries comes to 
12 per cent as compared to 6 per cent during 1961-Census. 
This iincrease is mainly due to the establishment of Hindustan 
Machine Tools Factory at Pinjore which has provided em
,ployment avenues to a large number of persons of Kalka Town. 
Besides, some of the employees of this establishment were 
enumerated as normal residents of Kalka during the current 
Census enumeration. 

Working force in sample households 
4. In order to study the social and economic conditions :01 

the people, it is imperative to study the employment aspects 
of the selected households. This will facilitate the analySis 
of the number of workers, with regard to age-group/caste and 
educational standards. For the present study, 202 house
holds covedng a population of 1,051 were selected. Of these, 
163 households covering 846 persons are Hindus, 20 households 
covering 95 persons are Sikhs, 11 households covering 54 
persons are Christians and 8 households covering) 56 persons 
are the Muslims. 

5. The following table gives the distribution of workers 
and non-workers in the selected households by age-group and 
sex :-

Distribution of workers and non-workers by age-group and sex 

Age-Group Total Population Male Female 

p M F P W NW P W NW 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ·10 

0-14 439 222 217 222 2 220 217 217 
15-59 581 311 270 311 243 68 270 17 253 
60+ 31 16 15 16 11 5 15 1 14 

Total .. 1,051 549 502 549 256 293 502 18 484 

6. The table shows that out of/1,051 persons covered in the 
sample, 274 or (26,07 per cent) are workers and 'the remaining 
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777 (73.93 per cent) are non-workers. Of the total :workers, 
260 fall in the age-group 15-59,; 12 in 60 + and the remaining 2 
in (}-14 years. It shows that child labour in the households 
is negligible. Out of 31 persons of the age-group of 60+, 12 
are workers and 19 are non-workers. If the population in 
age-group 15-59 is considered to constitute the labour force, 
it is found that out of 581 persons as many as 260 are workers. 
In other words, the participation of labour force in economic 
activities is only 44.7 per cent. 

7. If the males and females are considered separately, it has 
been ohs:erved that in the age>-grou:p 15-59 there are 311 males 
and 270 females, out of which 243 and 17, respec~ly, are 
workers. In other words the participation rate of males in 
the economIc active life is 78 per cent while the correspond
ing figure for the females is comparatively very low i.e. only 
6 per cent. 

8. The ifollowing table shows the 'distribution of male 
and female workers by religiotr \ :and caste in the selecled 
households :_ t 

DISTRfBUTlON OF WORKERS AND NON-WORKERS BY SEX, 
RELlGTON AND CASTE 

Relig'o, Males Females 

Workers Non- Workers Non-
Workers Workers 

------~------~-----~ - - -- ---_ - ---------.-----
2 3 4 5 6 

Hind~--~~B~~i~- ------25-~-3S-------_s6 
Khatri 60 68 10 117 
Saini 3 2 
Raiput 17 24 34 
vaish 32 41 . i 55 
Dhabi 3 1 3 
Nai 1 1 
L~M 1 1 
Scheduled Caste .. 63 64 5 120 

Sub-Total 205 236 16 389 

Sikh 21 25 49 
Christian 14 14 1 25 
Musli~ 16 18 1 21 

Total 256 293 18 484 
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9. The figure shows that out of 846 persons recorded I in 
163 households of Hindu religion, 441 are males and 405 are 
females. Out of total persons, 205 (46.5 per cent) are male wor
kers and 16 are female workers while the remaining 236 (53.5 
per cent) and 389 (96.1 per cent), respectively are non-workers. 
In the 26 households of Sikh religion consisting of 95 persons 
(46 males and 49 females), 21 males (45.6 per cent) are workers 
and all the females have been reported as non-workers. Out of 
54 Christians (28 males and 26 females) in 11 households, 14 
males (50 per cent) and one female are. workers while out of 
56 Muslims (34 males and 22 females) in 8 households, 16 males 
(47 per cent) and one female have been reported as workers. 

10. If the Hindus are examined \with reference to their 
caste-wise break-up, it is found that the rate of participation in 
economic active life is highest among Khatris. Out of total of 
128 males and 127 females, 60 males and 10 females are reported 
IlS workers. The next best category is of Vaish caste (Aggar
wals or Baniyas or Guptas etc.). Out of a totaL of 73 males and 
56 females, 32 and 1, respectively, are workers. Among the dif
ferent groups of Scheduled Castes, 63 males and 5 females have 
been recorded as workers against the total sample population of 
127 males and 125 females. The low percentage of female wor
kers reveals that women are generally engaged in household 
activies. The social tabooes in regard to female employment 
are also responsible for their low participation in active econo
mic life. 
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TAB-

NON-WORKFB: BY SEX, AGF 

-- ~ _.- - ~ -_ ... _ --
Age-Grou~ 'ota) full time I-fou<ehold Duties Dependent Retired 

student 

T ]I.! F T M F T M F T .:vi F 

-_- --- - -_- - --- - - -. --
2 3 4 5 (; 7 II 9 10 11 12 13 

- - - -- - - - - - -

0-14 249 133 116 6 (J 108 48 60 " 

15-19 84 ~4 30 21 21 9 3 6 .. 
20-24 8 2 6 24 24 3 2 .. 
25- 29 36 J(, ~ 

30-39 66 66 3 . , " " ., 

40 -49 49 49 

50-59 11 11 

601- 6 6 10 3 7 

Total 341 189 152 219 219 136 60 76 1 

-- - --- - -- -----

54 



LE 

AND TYPE OF ACTIVlTY 

Beggars Infant Disabled Vagrant Inmate10f Others 
Institutions 

T MFl'MFTMFTMFl'MF T M F 

14 15 16 17 II{ 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 21{ 29 30 31 

56 31 25 17 8 9 

. .. .. 2 

1 .. 

1 1.. 56 31 25 1 1 1 1 .. (. . 1 1.0 10 10 
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11. The table shows that altogether there are 777 non-wot'
kers or (74 per cent) In the sample. Their distribution among 
males and females accoruing to age-group wise is as follows:-

Age·Group 

0-14 
15 - 24 
25- 59 
60+ 

Total 

TABLE 

'v1.ale 

2 

220 
tl2 

(, 

5 

293 

Female Total Percentage 

3 

217 
9U 

161 
14-

4H4 

4 

437 
152 
1l>9 

19 

777 

5 

56·24 
19'56 
21·75 

2,45 

100·00 

12. The figures reveal that 56.~4 per cent of the total non
workers fall in the agf'-grIJup of \1-14 years, 21.75 per cent in 
25-59, 19.50 per cent in the age-gruup 15 -24 and 2.45 per cent 
in 60 t . This shows that lar~e scah' ul1elr:ployn1C'nt exists in the 
age 15--59. It can be fUl'tht'r cO!1clUtit'd that out of the total 
non-workers female accounts for 62.29 per cent. 

13. The details ot non-workers by sex, age and type of 
activity has beell given in the fcn:·guing table. Out of the 437 
non-workers in the age-group 0-14, 56 are infants (31 males and 
25 females), 249 of 56.98 per cent are students (133 males and 
116 females), 108 or 24.71 per cent are dependents (48 males and 
60 females), 6 females are in household duties, 1 female is dis
abled). and 17 arc in the category of others (8 males and 
9 females). in the age-group 15-24, 152 are non-workers. Their 
further split-up is: 92 or 60.53 pel' cent ale full time students 
(56 males and 36 females), 45 females are housewives or engaged 
in household duties, 12 are dependents (4 males and '8 females), 
1 male has been reported as vagrant and 2 persons one each male 
and female fall in the category of others whose nature of acti
vities has not been recorded. In the age group 25-59, out of the 
total number of 169 non-workers; 162 or 95.86 per cent are females 
and fall in the category of household duties, 6 persons (5 males 
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and 1 female) are reported to be dependents and: reale has been 
repflrted as a beggar. Out of HI non-workers in the age-group 
60 +, 6 fen,ales are engaged in househoJd d'.lties, 10 persc ns (3 
males and 7 females) arc deper.dent and 1 rr.aJe has been retu r '1-

ed as retired. 1 female as inr.1ate of an ins~itution and 1 male 'has 
..Jeen returned in othe:s. It is interesting to note that 6 fema!es 
have been .etumed in the category uf hQusehold duti(~ in :he 
age-group of 0 14. 

14. A table giving the distribution of population by occu
pation and empl(Jyrr.ent statu~ b:: nature ct establif>hment is 
1urnir,hed below:-

51 



Nature of Number 
Establishment 

2 

TABLE 

OCCUPATIONAL AND EMPLOYMENT 

Epmloyer 
Occupation 

p M F 

3 4 5 6 
-------------------------------------I 50 

[
I 

53 
I 
I 39 
\ 
I 

\ 
Governml!:llt ~ 9 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
L 12 

Semi-Government 

Private 

I 
I 
I 2 

3 

l 
110 
! 26 

5 

55 

o 
I 

Unskilled 

Skilled 

Lowest Professionl 

Small business 

HighlY skilled and spervisOf" 
manual 

Intermediate professiona I 

Hi~her professional 

Clerks and shop assistant~ 

Owners of Factori e~ 

'Unskilled 

Skilled manual 

Lowest Profe~sional 

Small business 

Highly skilled and super\'isor~' 
manual 

I ntermediate professional 
Higher professional 
Clerk~ and sh'Jp :l~~i~tants 
Owners of factories 

Un~killed 
Skille,: manual 
L\..)\vc~t :~)r0fes~iorul 

Small bu;in";<;s 
Highly 5k\\1·~d and <tdpervj<,\)f\ 

m:l'1\1'.\1 
Medium bu,incs< 
Higher profcs,ipn,d 
C\~rk) ~1.'lj ·~hJ'" t';~!<;t'lilt{) 
Osners ofLl~t('ric< 

Total 

58 

2 



STATUS BY NATURE OF ESTABLISHMENT 

, . 
Employee Single Workec Family Worker 

p 

7 

50 

53 

M 

8 

47 

49 

39 34 

12 12 

2 2 

I 1 
7 7 
5 4 

2 2 

185 168 

F 

9 

3 

4 

2 

17 

1 

p M 

10 11 

9 9 
15 15 

20 19 

I 

-15 

~-~.--------~-.,----

59 

F p M F 

12 13 14 15 

4 4 

Zs 28 

2 2 

1 35 35 



Government 

15. The :table shows that out of 274, workers returned in 
the sample households, 53 persons (49 males and 4 females) 
are skilled manual workers, 50 persons (47 males and 3 
females) are unskilled workers in various government establish
ments. There are 39 (34 males and 5 females) engaged in the 
lowest profession ~n different government departments. The 
males falling in the category of lowest profession are generally 
class IV employees and females are primary school teachers. 
Besides, 8 males and 1 female fall in the category of highly 
skilled supervisory manual and intermediate profession;;, 
Most of them are employed in Northern Railway Workshop, 
Kalka. Only 1 male has been returned in the category of 
higher professional and salaried post. There are 12 males who 
have returned as clerks in the capacity of employees. They 
are found to be working in Government offices stationed at 
Kalka and Chandigarh. The above analysis shows that out of 
274 workers, as many as 164 or 59.85 1per cent are found to be 
government employees. Of these, 13 are females who are 
working as Government employees in different capacities. 

Semi -Governmen t 

16. As far as the Semi-Government sector of economy is 
concerned 2 male employees are found to be working as skilled 
manual as driver/mechanic in Hindustan Machine Tools Fac
tory. situated at Pinjore. The other category in this sector is 
of lowest professional and administrative, where 1 male and 2 
females are returned as employees. They are working as 
primary teachers or as chowkidars. Only 1 female has been 
returned as intermediate professional and secondary teacher. 

Private Sector 

17. The mext ;category of working force in which a larg~ 

number of workers have been found to be engaged is that of 
commercial pursuits. As many as 104 or 37.96 per cent workers 
of total 274 workers are engaged in Private Sector of economy. 
Out of total 104, the maximum number i.e. 45 are single 
workers, of these, 9 males are unskilled manual workers; 15 
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males are skilled manual; 19 males and 1 female are engaged 
in small businesses. 1 male higher profession. Next in priority 
comes farnily workers. Out of total 35 family v;orkers. 4 
males are skilled manual, 28 males in small business, 2 males 
are in medium business and one male as owner of factories, 
There are 15 employees in the private sector. of these 1 male is 
unskilled manual; 7 males are skilled manuals; 4 males and 
1 female are in lowest profession and 2 males employees in the 
medium business. There are 9 employers in this sector of 
economy. All the employers are male workers. Out of the 
total. 7 males are in small business and 2 males are running 
medium type of business. 

18. Thus it i can I be safely stated that most of the workers 
covered in sample households are either working in govern
ment establishments or are single workers in privately owned 
commercial establishments. The number of employees engag
ed in highly skilled and supervisory manual occupations is 
very small. On the other hand the number of workers engaged 
in skilled manual pursuits is found to be the highest in the 
sample. 

Households by employment depth 

19. The distribution of sample households covered in each 
locality by their employment depth has been given below :-

TABLE 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY EMPLOYMENT DEPTH I. E. 

Number of 
workers 
'(as per 
Schedules) 

NUMBER OF WORKERS IN THE HOUSEHOLD) 

Households 

Localit y 

2 

Number of 
Schedules 

3 

.Kurari Mohllla (Blighted Area) 44 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

61 

15 

3 

Remarks 

4 



2 3 4 

------Kb-=:hlG~j(Rcl;;g~C~I~n~)-------;!-O~-ho~cl;~d in 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

Refugee Colony 
Ditto has no worker. 

Twa hOllseholds 
Ditto in Blighted Area 

come in the cate-
Ba Zar Area 1::: gory of no-worker. 

Ditto 

Railway Colony Lower Status 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Railway Colon y Middle Sta (us 

Ditto 

Railway Colony Higher Status 

Ditto 

Ditto 

2 

27 

3 

23 

2 

Parade Moh :lla (Muslim Locality) 4 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Rmdian & Kh:ltik Moh:dl: (Slum Area) 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Upper Mohalla (Balmik Basti) 

. Dl!to 

Ditto 

Ditto 

2 

2 

Rai1\\ay~oad(Chrislian locali(~) ~ 

Ditto 

Total=3 

20. The table shows that out of 65 sample households 
covered In Kurali Mohalla (Blighted area} as many as 63 house~ 
holds have reported :0 be having workers.· Out of the total. 44 
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households have one working member each, while 15 households 
have 2 workers each and 3 households have 3 workers each, 
while 1 household have reported 4 workers. Thus 63 house
holds are having 87 workers. The average workers pe' house
hold comes to nearly 1.4 workeL The remaining one house
hold has not reported any worker. 

21. In Khalil Gali (Refugee Colony) out of 12 sample house
holds, one household has reported to be without any worker 
while in remaining 11 households 14 workers have been record
ed. On an average 1.2 workers have been found in each 'house
hold. While in sample households covered in Bazar area have 
1.1 worker per household. 

22. In Balmik Basti (Upper MohalIa), as many as 32 
workers have been reported from the 19 households which 
gives a high ratio (l.7) of workers per household. This is main
Jy due to the fact that almost all the available members engage 
themselves in the economic pursuits to supplement their meagre 
income. It has been observed that the male folk get jobs in 
the various offices/establishments while the females engage 
themselves in rendering menial services in the various houses 
in the town. 

23. Similarly in Handian and Khatik Mohalla which have 
been termed as slum area with sub-standard living conditions. 
the average worker per household comes to 2.2. This ratio is 
highest among all sample localities. This is mainly due to the 
fact that female folk reported engaged in the rearing of pig
guy and poultry. 

24. In the case of other localities which are predominant
ly inhabited by clean castes, the working of females is gene
r ally not favoured due to various family and social condi:iollS 
which result into their less2]" participation in the eccno!1lic 
actjvities. In majority of the sample households, only the 
adults have been reported as workers while the o1d and ~'OUt1g 
aye being mosth' reported as dependents. 

25. In the raihvay colony, type I quarters alloted to lower 
income group employees have an average of 1.2 workers in each 
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household. While on an average one worker was found in 
respect of each household living in t~'pe II and III quarters. 
The number of workers per household comes to 1.4 in respect 
of type IV quarters which can partially be '1ttributed that the 
females might be emplo::ed in the teaching profession etc 

26. Unlike other towns of the State, where the refugee 
migrants have engaged themSe3VE':" full:: iT: trade and com
merce, but this section of population rou::1d emploYlnent main
ly in the railway establishment in the Kalka town. 

Occupational diversity in sample households 

27. The following table shows the number or sample 
households with occupational diversity arnong the working 
members: -

TABLE 
DISTRIBUTIO}.! OF HOUSEHO LnS BY OCCUPA rIONAL DIVERSIT Y 

(i .e. Different members having different occupations) 
-----------------

De~cription of Occup3tiona\ 
Diversity L0C11ily 

Households 

No. of No. rf 
House- Members 
holds 

--"----~--~-~-------- -----~~-.~----- --~--~--

2 4 
--.--~------------------ ---- --~-~------~---~-.--
Driver in Railway (Head), Teacher in I 2 13 

Government School (Wife) I 
I R'lilw:lY Colony 

Lab()ratory Superintendent (Head), Steno- I (Higher Status) 6 
Typi,t (Son) )-

I 
10 Foreman (Head), Clerk (Son), Teacher ! 

(Daughter) j 

Mec!n'lic in Railway Workshop( Head), 1 2 
Driller in H.M.T. Pinjore(Brother) ! 

Railway Colony . ! 
4 Clerk in Railway (Head), Teacher In )- (Middle Status) 

GovecClment School (Wife) , 
Sub-Inspector (Hedd), Khlasi (Son) j 7 

Fitterin Rai[way(Head), Jamadar in I Railway Colony 4 
Railway (Son) I (Lower Status) 

\ 

Mali in Railway (Head), Workmen in ( 7 
Railway (Son and Son-in-law) J 
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2 3 4 
-~--- ~-- - --------- - - - ---~ ---- - -

iit~ri;R-;;:ilw,y(Head), Peon in Railway Blighted Area 7 
Workshop (Father) (Kurari Mohalla) 

Tailor \laster (Head), Fitter in R:lilw.lY 7 
W ork3hop (SOI1~' 

Te'lcher in Higher Seconclary SchoJI (Head), -t 
Tt'acher in Primary Schooi(Wife) 

SaleSf111:1 Brook Boad (Head), D.D.C. 7 
GilVcrnment Offic~ (S 1n) 

Shopkeeper (Head), Teacher (Daughter) 8 

Branch Manager Himalaya Transport S 
Company (Head), Clerk Factory (Son) 

wat~r SUfplier (Head), Sweeper (Wife) 

Driver(H~ad), Sweepers (Wife anJ SOn) 

Shunter in Railway (Head), Peon in B3nk 
(Son) 

Sweeper (Head), Clerk in M.E.S. (Son) 

Mamging Director (H~1d), !\-llnlg~r(Son.), 
A~sistant Manager(Brother), Insoector 
(Brother) 

Teacher (Head), Store Keeper in Government 
Office (Son) 

Meclnnic in Private Shop (Head), Driver in 
Railway (Father) 

Driver in Private BliS (Head), Wdder (Son) 

Truck Driver (Head), News pClper Boy (Son) 

1 Balmik Basti 
) (upper Mahalia) 
I 
1-

I 
) 

Muslim Locality 
(Parade Mahalia) 

I Christian locality 
I (Railway Road) 
I 
I 
I 

r 
I 
I 
) 

Ves~tlbleS311er(Held). Tin S[,liths (Two S.')n~) I Slum ~,r,!a 
I {Handian an d Khatik 

r-listri (Head), Labourers (Two Sons) I Mahalia) 

Turner in Railway Workshop (Head), Fruit 
a~j Vegetable Seller (Brother) 

Dev('\opment Officer, All India General 
Insuranc~Company (Head), Tax.i Driver 
(Son), 

Clerk in Government Service (Son) 

Total 

65 

.\ 
I 
~ 
I 
I 

J 
Bazar Area 

( Refugee Colony 
Khalil G ali) 

4 

7 

11 

8 

14 

5 

5 

10 

13 

11 

8 

7 

28 201 



28. The above table shows that out of 14 sample households 
covered in type IV quarters of the railway colony, only 4 house
holds with 29 members have reported occupational diversity 
among its working members. In case of two households the 
heads of the households have reported as drivers in the Northern 
Railway and their wh·es are Government teachers, 1 household 
has reported the head as laboratory superintendent while the 
son is a steno-typist. The remaining 1 household with 10 
members is having three workers engaged in diversified occupa
tions, head of household as foreman in the railway, son is a 
clerk and daughter is teacher in the school. 

29. In case of 25 households covered in type II and 
III quarters, only 3 households have been found to be engaged 
in diversified occupations. Although in all the three cases the 
head of the household is employed. in one or other capacity in 
the railway establishment but the other working members are 
employed in state government departments. 

30. The maximum number of 32 households were covered in 
type I quarters. Only 2 households appear to have diversified oc
cupations. Though the occupations are different yet the employ-

I 

ing agency is the same for all the workers. 

31. Out of the total 65 sample households covered in the 
Kurari Mohalla, only 6 households have reported diversified 
occupations. As apparent from the data. the respondents ",-ith 
the diversified occupations include railway employees, govern
ment teachers, clerks, shop-keepers" tailors and salesmen of 
commercial houses. The diversity in occupations under a single 
household shows the progressive attitude of people to per sue 
variety of economic pursuits. For example while the head of 
R household is tailor master but the son has accepted the job 
of a fitter in Railway Workshop. Another noticeable factor in 
above data is that. thou;:h the jobs are of different nature but 
economic status held by the respondents is more or less the 
same. Not much of income variations amon£': the workers 
engaged in diversifie-d jobs has been found. 
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32. Four households with diversified occupations in Balmik 
Basti of Upper Mahalla have the peculiar situation. In case 
of 1 household, the head of the household is a driver while 
wife and the son have been reported engaged on scavenging pro
fession. This clearly shows that all efforts are being made by 
the scheduled caste Balmiks to augment their incomes by deploy
ing all the adult members on gainful employment. Similarly 
in case of other household while the head is a sweeper, son is a 
clerk in M.E.S. In the recent years, some diversity has been 
noticed in the jobs being performed by the Balmiks and the 
scavenging is now no longer the sale profession for earning 
livelihood. 

33. Similarly in all the 4 sample households covered in 
Khatik and Handian Mohalla (slum areas) the diversity of 
occupation among the working force has been observed. Although 
the locality is prednminantly inhabited by Khatiks, whose tradi
tional occupation is to deal in mutton and chicken, yet most 
of them have been found to be engaged in varied types of jobs 

like vegetable selling, blacksmithy, taxi driving, ;and masonary 
in construction work. 

34. This leads us to conclude that the Khatiks of Kalka are 
gradually leaving their ancestral professions and diverting them
selves towards new pursuits. 

35. In Bazar area no sample household has been found to be 
engaged in diversified occupations. This might be due to the 
fact that households covered in this locality are largely engaged 
in trade and commerce, which has immense potentialities to 
a bsorb the family labour. 

Employment status and hours of work 

36. The relevant questions regarding the hours put in the 
different jobs by the workers were also asked from the infor
n~ants. To facilitate the proper study of the problem the 
workers nave been classified according to their employment 
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status and the data regarding I the I hours in the various jobs by 
the \vorkers has been given in the following table 

TABLE 

Em;'lloym~nt Status Less 2-4 5-6 7-8 9-10 11-12 13+ Remarks 
th'm hcwrs hours hours hours hOllr~ hours 

2 
hours 

2 4 5 7 8 9 

Employer 
, 

1 5 ~ 

Employee 1 8 138 20 18 
Single Worker 3 \ 11 7 23 
Family worker 10 2 19 4 

Total 4 9 162 30 65 4 

, :w ~ } 

37. The above table shows that out of 9 employers, 5 have 
been found to be working for 11-12 hours, 1 for 9-10 hours, and 
only 3 have minimum 7-8 hours job. Most of these employers 
are running flour mills and other establishments in the town. 

38. The large majority of workers fall in the category of 
employees, These employees are working in various types of 
establishments i.e., Government, Semi-Government and Private 
Ottice/Establishments. During the field investigation it has 

I 

been found that a very large number of these employees are 
engaged in northern railway and railway workshop in different 
capacities and work only for fixed hours i.e, '}-8 hours. While 
those engaged in private establishments like truck drivers, sales
men in comm~rcial establishments, servants on halwai shops, 
palladars in local market etc. do not have any fixed hours of 
working. The working hours are fixed by the employers as 
per their convenience. Many a times the employees are made 
to work even late after the normal hours fixed by the Govern
ment for private establishments. It can be seen from the table 
that 18 employees have reported 11-12 hours as the normal 
period of work. 

39. The single-workers also do not have any set hours of 
work. The hours of work are largely determined by the type 
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of . profession, they are engaged in. A I person engaged in shoe
mending after roaming in streets or sitting near a chowk would 
put 7-8 hours to earn his livelihood wnile a person engaged in 
funning snack shop or pan-bid-cigarette shop would sit late at 
night. Similarly the coollies at railway station would try to 
attend as many trains as possible, irrespective of the hours of 
work put in by them. 

40. The position of family workers is also not very happy 
in the tC' 'in. Majority of them are Washermen (Dhobis), en
gaged in bamboo basket making, stonewares, sweet-meat shops 
and shoe-making etc. Due to meagre earnings and competition 
and lack of finances, these persons have to work for long hours. 
The basket making and stoneware are being carried as house
hold industries and the work is being done with the help of ele
men try tools. The processing of the products takes much of 
fime which result into long working hours. 

Place of work and time taken to reach 

41. At the time of canvassing households schedules in the 
sample households, the earning respondents were asked to state 
the means of transport used by the workers and time taken to 
reach their place of work from their residences. The main 
purpose of this inquiry was to ascertain whether the residential 
areas are located away from where the earners work. A table 
classifies the occupation of head of the household according to 
means and time taken to reach for covering the distance between 
the place of work and the residence. 
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TAB 

OCCUPATION, TRANSPORT TO PLACE 

Type of occupation CO head of 
household 

Unskilled manual 

Skilled manual 

Lowest professional and administrative 

Small business 

Highly skilled and supervisory manual 

Less 
than 

30 mts 

2 

58 

74 

33 

49 

Clerks and shop assistants 10 

Intermediate professional and clerica I posts, 
secondary teacher etc. 16 

Medium business 

Higher professional and salaried posts 

G>wllers Df factories, large shops etc. 

Total 

2 

243 

70 

On foot 

31 mts~ 1 hr- More 
1 hrs 1 & hrs than 

q. hr~ 

3 4 5 

2 

3 1 



LE 

OF WORK AND TIME TAKEN TO REACH 

00 Cycle By Bus By Truck/Taxi Un-
sped

---------- {jed 

Less 31 I hr -More Less 31 I hr -- More Less 31 1 hrs. More 
than mts- It hrs than than mts- It hrs than than mts.- I! hr-than 
30 1 hr 1t hrs. 30 1 hrs Ii hrs 30 1 hr Ii hrs. 
mts mts mts 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
-------------------------------------

2 2 2 

5 4 

2 

10 7 2 4 
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42. It can be seen from the above table that nearly 90 
per cent of the earners cover the distance to their places of 
work in less than 30 minutes. They cover the distance to 
their respective places of work on foot. The town being situa> 
ed on the foothills of Shivalik ranges have semi-hilly charac
teristics. The roads laid down in the town are undulating ir. 
nature and it becomes difficult to drive bicycle etc. on them. 
The streets are narrow and crooked. which hardly leave any 
scope for plying of rickshaw or tongas In addition, the town 
being very small and its residential localities are quite ap· 
proachable from the location of establishments. The commercial 
establishments are concentrated in the main bazar and railway 
road \vhich run across the main inhabitation of the town. There 
is no city bus service in the town and the people cover the 
local distances on foot. 

43. Out of the total earners as many as 68 per cent. (165) 
are ,unskilled labourers, skilled manual and are in lowest 
ad~inistrative professions. The unskilled labourers include 
porters and palladars who work on bus-stand (situated on rai:
\vay road) and palladars in grain market located at lower bazar 
area. Both the places are easily accessible from the different 
!'esidentiaJ localities of the town, The domestic sweepers fall' 
ing in this category also cOver different n'sidential localities i'~ 

it very sh01,t period. 

44. The skilled manual workers are mostly employed in 
Northern Railway. These employees have been provided ,,\'ith 
Government quarters in the railway colon~' which is adjacen: 
to their place of work. They take 10 to 20 minutes on an 
average to reach the railway workshop even from the farthest 
end of the railway colony. I 

45. Similarly the persons engaged in small business units 
are having their residences either ,in bazar area or in Kurari 
Mohalla which is just behind the lower bazar area. Some of 
them are living in Upper Mohalla which is hardly 5 minutes walk 

72 



from Upper Bazar and Gandhi Chowk commercial centres. The 
means used for reaching the place of work is on foot. 

46. The secondary teachers or those employed in Munici':.. 
pal Committee In the capacity of clerks etc. have their places 
of work located in bazar area. These are quite approachable 
from different residential localities. 

47. There is only one earner who has its place of work 
away from the main resIdential localities. It takes him more 
than a hours to reach there on foot. Only two earners have 
reported to U<;e bi-cycle as means of transport to cover the 
distance between their places of work and places of residence. 
Out of these 1 is engaged in small business. It is apparent that 
this person might be vendor in the adjoining villages to sell 
his products. Out of the 19 earners using bus as means of 
transport to reach their respective places of work, 10 earners 
take less than .~ hour, 7 earners! to 1 hour and 2·earners mOre 
than Ii hours. The distribution of 10 earners taking less than 
~ hour are; 2 as skilled manual; 5 as lowest professional and 
administrative, 2 in small business and 1 as clerk and shop 
assistant. Most of these earners are engaged in different types 
of establishments (shops and H.M.T. factory) located at Pinjore 
which ig about 5 kms. away from the town. The remaining 9 
earners go to Chandigarh for earning their livelihood. The 
means ~ommonly used by them is bus service, which is fre
quently available even up to late hours. 

48. Five earners have stated that they use truck/taxi as 
means of transport to reach at their respective place of work. 
Most of these earners own taxis and the truck drivers have 
to! go to the godowns located outside the town to report! for 
duty. 

Establishment (Manufac1turing, Industrial, Commercial and 
Banking Establishment) 

49. According to 1961-Census, 378 persons or 0.52 per cent 
were found to be engaged in manufacturing,industries including 
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household industries. During 1971-Census, 598 persons or 
12.37 per cent ,of total workers have been recorded in the 
category of manufacturing industries. This increase can ~ be 
8ttributed to some extent to the establishment of the Hindustan 
Machine Tools Factory, at Pinjore located at a distance of 
about 3 kms. which has provided some employment to a number 
of workers of the adjoining areaS. 

(i) La7'{Je and Medium Industries 

50. The town has not made much headway as far as the 
industrial development is concerned and the existence of large 
or medium. size industries are conspicuously absent. 

(ii) Small-scale . Industries 

51. The town has only a few small scale industries which 
lack spohisticated machine. The un-registered workshops are 
househol-d industries in the town include flour mills, flour and 
oil processing units, tyre retreading, motor workshop, sawmill· 
ing, shoe-making, welding centres etc. all of which have ambi-
guous locations. ' 

(a) Flour Mills. 

52. There are twelve flour mills which are scattered 
in different parts Df the town. The mills are gene
rally power driven and their working capital ranges from 
Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 20,000. The annual 'lutl111t vary from Rs. 7 to 
80 thousand depending upon the amount of investment. Must 
of the mills are owned by individual proprietors belonging to 
Jain religion and Vaish castes. In most of these units three to 
four workers are employed. The flour mills mostly cater to 
local needs. The partial shifting of the Railway Workshop 
and military base from Kalka town and imposition of toll tax 
by the Himachal Government, has adversely affected the business 
of these units. 
(b) Tyre Retreading and Moulding and Motor Workshops 

53. During ijle houselisting in 1970, as many as 25 small
scale industries and unregistered workshops for' tyre retread
ing .and motor repairs were recorded. Due to the 'availability 
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of more space these units 9.re mostly concentrated in the 
southern part of the town. These workshops are benerally 
operated by electricity, Many of the workshops are of recent 
origion and have been established during the last decade. During 
the survey, four workshops of tyre retreading were ~~d 
under Industrial Establishment Schedules. It has been :f'e"drldl 
that out· of the four workshops, three are owned by Hindus of 
Khatri caste and one by Jat of Sikh religion. Out of the four, 
three workshops have three workers and one workshop has 
four workers etc. 

(c) Sawmill 

54. There are only two sawmills in the town. One is 
situated on the ~imla·road near Sukhna Cho and the second one 
being a very small unit is located in the Main Bazar area. Both 
the mills are isolated enterprises without any linked ,establish
ment and engage three to five workers. 

55. Other establishments like shoe-making and welding 
centres are concentrated on the railway road. Most of the un
registered workshops are primarily located I away from' the main 

\ 

shopping centre. 

Source of finance 

56. There are three banks at Kalka viz., (i) the Punjab 
National Bank, (ii) The State Bank of Patiala, (iii) The Ambala 
Central Co-operative Bank Ltd., Kalka. All the three banks 
came into existence after independence. The brief particulars 
of each establishment are furnished below:-

(a) The Punjab National Bank 

57. The branch at Kalka was established during the year 
1948. The information relating to, number of accounts and 
amount of deposits in respect of fixed, saving and current 
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accounts for the year 1969 and 1970 have been given in the fol. 
lowing tables:-

Cate_\;ory 

Fixed 

Saving 

Current 

TABLE 

Year No. of Total amount 
Accounts Depo'>ited 

(Rs.) 
- -~ -- -,_. -----------------

2 3 4 

1969 
1970 
1969 
1970 
1969 
1970 

733 
842 

2,241 
2,404 

115 
114 

2,240,COO 
2,584,000 
2,042,000 
2,362,000 

293,000 
364,000 

58. The above figures show that the amount of deposits has 
increased considerably over a period of one year. The bank 
provides financial facilities to the residents of the town and to 
other people for running trade, commerce, and industry, etc., 
who fulfil the codal formalities. The bank also extends loans 
to the interested persons fo.r starting new small scale units. The 
branch is functioning under the supervision of the Branch 
Manager, who is being assisted by six officials dealing in various 
types of work. In addition, four persons are also ,working who 
have been put on watch and ward and other duties. The wOTk~ 
ing hours of bank are 10.00 A.M. to 5.00 P.M., with half-an-hour 
interval. The office remains closed on Sundays and other bank 
holidays. 
(b) The State Bank of Patiala I i 

59. This branch was established in 1963 with its Head 
Office at Patiala. The comparative details of deposits, number 
of accounts and amount deposited for the years 1969 and 1970 
are given below:-

T~BLE 

Cat':~ ory N(). of 
accounts 

3 

Total a.mou nt 
deposited 

(Rs.) 

4 
. - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - -'Q<;9 - -_ --277-- --1,~07,OOO-Fixed 

1970 316 2,400,000 
Saving 1<l()9 166 6:>2,000 

1')71) 183 4,()ll.,()OO 
Current 1969 1,017 852,000 

1970 1,315 951,000 
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60. The bank provides financial facilities to businessmen 
as well as to the cultivators. The loans are being granted to 
the cultivators under various programmes. e.g., cr'Jp loan scheme 
for the purchase of seed 8J1d fertilizers. medium term loans for 
installation of tubC'wel1s 3 1ld purchasing of tractors and long 
term loans for digging wens, etc. steps are being taken to ensure 
the adequate return'; to the farmer" by co-ordinating the work of 
various marketi n(~ agencies, The business community also 
avails of the hankin,:,; fC1C'ilj(jes. b order to help the technically 
qualified person". 1hc ballk provide.~ financial facilities for 
setting up new units or for purchase of Hlachinery, etc. Remit
tance facilities outside India for import and export purposes are 
granted through the Head Office. 

61. At the time of survey, 19 employees were working in 
the bank. The employeE'S consist of two supervisors, 1 head 
clerk 4 clerks, 5 cashiers, ,I head-cashier, 2 watchmen, 2 peons 
and 2 part-time workers. 

62. Working hours of the bank are from 10.30 A.M. to 
5.30 P.M. with an interval L om 2.30 PM. to 3.00 P.M. on all 
working' d,1yS excc])i on Sa i l1:'day when the working 
hours are from 10.30 A.M. to 2.30 P,M. only. The office 
remains closed on ever~' Sunday and other bank holidBYs. 

(c) The Ambala Co-operative Bank Ltd., Kalka 

63. It is the third bank in Kalka which came into existence 
in 1969. Its area of cper8tion is larg'er as compared to other two 
banks and caters to th~ requirements of TahSil Kalka. The in
formation relating to various types of accounts alongwith the 
amount of deposits has been given in the following table:-

T.\.BLF 

Category Y~ar 

2 

Fixed 10ft) 
\970 

Saving \ ')iii) 
lq7[) 

CUlrent \%lJ 
\970 

7[1, 

No.0f 
aCC')-Jl1ts 

3 

16 
21 

1\6 
19J 

I 

Total amount 
d~n ),,:ted 

. (Rs.) 

4 

10,055 
15RS5 

45,648 
77. <'('7 

100 



64. The bank has been established primarily to give im
petus to the Co~operative institutions and also to the cultivators 
with a view to increasing agricultural produce. It provides 
loans to the co-operative societies under the various programmes 
of the State Government. The branch is working under the 
control of Manager assisted by three other officials. 

65. The bank remains open from 9.30 A.M. to 5.30 P.M. with 
the lunch break from 2.00 P.M. to 2.30 P.M. and remains closed 
on Sundays and other bank holidays. 
Trade & Commerce 

66. Kalka acts as an entrepot for the products of hills and 
plains. In 1961- only G05 persons living in the town were engag
ed in trade and commerce. Out of them 596 were males and 
only 9 were females. During 1971-Census 842 persons (827 males 
and 15 females) were recorded to be engaged in trade and com
merce. The decadal variation shows that there has not been a 
spectacular change in this respect. During house-listing opera
tions (in 1970). 383 shops as per details given belcw were 
listed: -

TABLE 
1. Cloth 26 
2. Sweet-meat and tea shops 49 
3. Grocery 35 
4. General Merchandise 88 
5. Restaurant (Dhabas and Hotel) 15 
6. Shoes (Shoe-making), 24 

Shoe repairs, Retail Shoe Sellers 
7. Stone-ware 13 
8. Washerman, Dry Cleaners 11 
9. Hair Cutting 13 

10. Stationery 7 
11. Auto and Motor Spare parts 8 
12. Wholesale traders 18 
13. Chemists 13 
14. Photographer 5 
15. Pan & Cigarettes 37 
16. Vegetables and Fruits 8 
17. Bakery 2 
18. Meat shops 11 
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19. Tyre Retreading 4 
20. Flour Mill 12 
21. Petrol Pump 5 

67. The shops in the town cater to the needs of the town 
dwellers as well as of the population living in adjoining villages. 
The normal working hours of the shops are 9.00 A.M. to 
7.45 P.M. I 

68. During the survey, two types of schedules were can
vassed to collect information regal ding commercial establish
ments of the town. In the t')wn schedules as many as 70 shops 
were covered with three ca~egories of each establishment and 
a sample of 22 shops was drawn to cover the detailed particu
lars of nearly each type of establishment, under Trade and 
Commerce and Industrial establishment scheduled. The particu
lars of 70 shops covered under the town schedules are given 
below:-

TABLE 
Type of Shop 

Wholesale Trader jCommission I agent 
Stoneware and Bamboo baskets 
Grocery and provision (Retail) 
Textiles 
Vegetable and Fruit 
General Merchandise 
Sweet-meat shop 
Dhabas 
Bakery 
Meat Shops 
Tailortng 
Barbel-
Leathel Goods (Shces) 
Cold Drinks, Pan, Biri and Cigarettes 
Watch repair 
Chemist 
Petrol Pumps 
Books and Stationery 
Dry Cleaner 
Auto and Spare parts 
Tyre retreading 
Total 

79 

No. Surveyed 
---- --_._-_.-,,---

3 
3 
6 
4 
3 
6 
4 
2 
3 
2 
4 
3 
3 
6 
3 
3 

3 
3 
1 

2 
3 
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69. All the above mentioned shops are situated in different 
parts of the town. It may be noted that the commercial estab· 
lishments in the sample me generally single units with the ex· 
ception of a few shops which deal with mOle than one category 
of goods like grocery and general merchandise, cloth and tailor· 
ing, sweetmeat and tea shops, and pan·cigarettes and cold 
drinks. 

70. A table indicating the period of establishment of the 
different shops with reference to the commodities dealt with, is 
furnished below:-

TIME OF ESTABLISHME1\JT OF SHOPS W1TH REFERENCE TO 
COMYrODITIES DEALT WITH 

Type of shop Number of shops established 

Within 6-10 11-20 21-40 41-80 
5 years years years years years 

2 3 4 5 6 

Wholesale Trader/Commission agent 1 1 
Stoneware and Bamboo basket 1 1 1 
Grocery and Provision 1 2 2 1 
Textiles 2 1 1 
Vegetable and Fruits 2 1 
General Merchandise 1 I 3 
Sweet -meat Shop .. 2 1 
Bakery and Eggs 1 2 
Dhabas 1 1 
Meat and Fish 1 1 
Tailoring 2 2 
Barber 1 2 
Leather goods (Shoes) 1 2 
Pan Biri and Cigarettes and Cold drinks 2 2 2 
Watch repairs I 1 
Chemists 2 
Petrol Pumps .. 2 1 
Books and Stationery 1 1 1 
Dry Cleaner .. 1 
Auto and Spare parts 1 1 
Tyre retreading 2 1 

Total 17 16 17 12 , 
---.----~.--~-- > 

---~---~. _.<-

80 



71. The above table shows that 8 shops (one each dealing 
in wholesale, grocery, sweetmeat, cloth, general merchan
dise, tyre retreading, auto and spare parts and petrol and die
sel were established 41 to 80 years ago. Out of 12 shops estab
lished during 21-40 years ago, 3 deal in general merchandise 
articles, 2 each in bakery products, pan, bidi and cigarettes and 
petrol etc. As many as 17 shops were established 11 to 20 
years ago. Of these, 2 each deal in grocery and provision, bar
ber, tailoring, vegetable, fruit and leather goods while 1 each 
in general merchandise, textiles, repairs, pharmaceuticals and 
stationery goods only 16 shops were established 6 to 10 years 
ago. During the last 5 years 17 shops have come into existence. 

Particulars of shop-workers, analysed with reference to rela
tionship with owners. 

72. A table giving the nature of relationship of the shop 
owners with their respective workers furnished below:-

SI. 
No. 

Type of shops 

2 

No. of workers 
in the shoPs 
where the 
workers are 
family members 

No. of Rhops No. of shops 
Where work- where workers 
ers arc single are Paid em-

ployees 

-~ -----------~--------.. ---___.------
1. Textile goods shops 5 

(cloth) 

2. Textile goods shops 2 
(cloth) 

3. General Merchandise 

4. General Merchandise 

5. General Merchandise 

6. General Merchandise: 3 

7. Hardware 2 

8. Hardware 
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9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

IS, 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

2 

Barber shop 

Barber shop 

Wholesale and com-
mission agent 

Tyre retreading 

Tyre retreading 

Tyre retreading 

Stone and basket 
shop 

Basket Making 

Stone ware 

Karyana goods 

Commission agents 

Plotlc Mill 

Flour Mill 

Flour Mill 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 5 

73. The table shows that out of 22 shops covered in the 
sample 12 shops have 29 male family members as workers 
while in 8 shops the owners are single~workers. In 2 shops, 3 
paid employees are engaged as workers. 

The building of the shops 

74. The main shopping centre of Kalka is concentrated in 
the Upper Bazar and Gandhi Chowk. This business centre ex
tends upto the Municipal Committee office in the upper sec
tion, and upto the Police Station in the lower section. The 
Gandhi Chowk and Upper Bazar sections are characterised by 
the predominance of grocery shops, general provision stores, 
cloth shops, chemist shops and halwais. In this area nearly 50 
per cent of the shops occupy ground portions of the buildings 
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while the remaininll portions are being used for residential 
purposes. 

Lower Bazar Section 

75. This is the southern continuation of the main busi
ness centre. The shops are more varied in nature and a few 
wholesale shops are also found. The quantum of business of 
these shops except the wholesale shops is comparative
ly less than that of the shops of the Upper Bazar. 
Most of the shops occupy independent single storeyed 
structures. The buildings of these shops are old and 
deteriorated the look of these structures is also not at all 
impressive. Crumbling plastarI, naked wires, and worn
out wooden doors are the common features of these structures. 
Although the structures are pucca in nature and constructed 
of cement and bricks yet the ceilings are generally supported 
by wooden planks. The inner portions are dark and dingy. 
The environmental and sanitary conditions of these shops are 
not at all satisfactory. The drains carrying sullage water gene
rally run parallel to these structures. 

76. A table giving the description of the structure occu
pied by different categories of shops covered in the sampfe is 
furnished on the next page. 
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TABLB 

Physical environment and structure of establisbment and 

Type of establishment by 
natureof goods and 
activity 

Separate building or part of 
building 

Predominant material 
ll'!ed in floor, wall roof 

Descri
ption 

No. Descri- No. 
ption 

------~---------------.--~~-------------

2 3 4 5 

----~------------------~----.------------~-

I. Textile goods Part of Building cement, 
BricKs, 
Linte J 

---------------------------------------.---
2. Textile goods Separate cement, 

Bricks, 
Wood 

- ---------~---------~- -~----------.~-----------

3. Grocery and Provision Separate 

4. Grocery and Provision Part of Buildi!1g 

Cement, 
Bricks, 
Lintel. 

Cement, 
Bricks, 
Sheet. 

-----------~-------___.---~.~---~"~----------

5. General Merchandise Separate Cement, 
Mud, 
Sheet 

----------.------~----~-~------'--~-----------

6. General Merchandise Separate Cement, 
Stone, 
Wood 

7. Hardware Separate 1 cement, 1 
Wood, 
Wood 

8. Hardwa;;-------Part ~Bcildi;-----~-c;~-, -~1--
Mud, 
Iron, 
Wood 

9. Barber shop Part of Building Chips, 
Cement, 
Bricks, 
Iron. 
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(ITEM 3,4,11) 

terms and conditions of occupation of the building 

Na ture of use of 
building 

Descri
ption 

No. 

6 

Shop-cum
Re5idcnce 

Shop 

Shop 

Shop-cum
Rosidence 

Shop 

Shop 

Shop 

Shop-cum
Bank 

7 

Additional u"c of 
the establishment 

Genernl 
amenities 

General 
condition 

DC$cri- Nc. 
ption 

9 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Ocscri- Nc. 
ption 

10 

Light, 
Fan 

Light, 
Fan 

Light, 
Fan 

Lig,ht, 
Fan 

Light, 
Fan 

Light, 
Fan 

11 

Descri
ptioI' 

12 

Good 

Satis. 
factory 

Satis
factory 

Satis
factory 

Good 

Satis
factory 

No. Light, Good 
Fan 

No. Light, Satis-
Fan factory 

No. 

13 

Re. 
marks 

14 

-~--~---~----- ----------- ---------~.-----~--~-----------
Shop No. Light, 

Fan 

85 

Good 



2 3 4 5 

------------------------------------
10. Barber shop Separate Cement, 

K.achi 
Bricks, 
Wood. 

---------------------------------~--
11. Whole sale and 

commission agent 

12. Tyre Retreading 

13. TYreRetreading 

14. Tyre Retreading 

Part of Building 

Separate (Kachha) 

Separate 

Separate 

Cement, 
Bricks, 
Pucca 
planks 

Wood, 
Wood, 
Tins 

cement, 
Bricks. 
Tins 

Cement, 
Bricks, 
Wooden 
Planks 

15:-Stone;;d Bamboo -Separat~- ----~----Bricks, -------
Baskets shop Bricks, 

16. Basket Making 

17. Stoneware 

19. Commission agents 

20. Flour Mill 

Part of Building 
(House) 

Separate 

Part of Building 

Wood. 

cement, 
Bricks, 
Lintel 

Bricks, 
Bricks, 
Lintel 

-------------------.--------------------;-
21. Flour Mill Part of Building 

22. Flour Mill Part of Building 

86 

Cement, 
Bricks, 
Wooden 
Planks 

Bricks. 
Bricks 
Wooden 
Planks 



6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

--------
Shop Ne. Light, Satis. 

Fan factory 

Shop· No. Light Good 
cum residence Fan 

p;;;y-----l~NO-.~~-- Ligh-t~--~l -~o-t~-------

satisfa. 
tory 

--------------~--.............,---------___,_...,---.--.-----

Factory No. Light 2 

__,-----------____,.-------------.-_--------.------,-~---------

Factory No. Light, Satis.. . 
Fan factory 

-----.--------.-----.----.----.-------_------------,----------
Shop No. Light, Satis' 

Fan factory 

----~- ----------------------------------
Shop· 
cum residence 

Residence 

Shop· Residence 
cum residence 

light, 

Light, 
Fan 

Satis. 
factory 

Satis
factory 

------.-------...------------.--____,-------,~---------

Shop· No. Light, Satisfa. 
cum residence Fan tOry 

---.-----------------------.--._------------
Shop No Light, Satis· 

Fan factory 

_----_-
Mill No Light, Good 

Fan 

------~------------------------------

Mill Residence Light, Good 
Fan 

Mill 1 Residence Light, 
Fan 

87 

Salis· 
factoy 



77. The table shows that out of 22 shops covered in the 
sample 15 shops are housed in independent structures, 5 shops 
are situated in buildings whose ground floors are used as shops, 
the first floor being used for residential purposes, one shop is 
situated in a building whose One portion is used for Merchandise 
and Hardware material while the other portion as a bank. Only 
textile shops are situated in the buildings whose one portion is 
used for shop purpose and the other for residences of the shop
keepers. 

78. Except for the four shops which are located in kachha 
building, the remaining are pucca. Of these four shops 1 each 
deals in general merchandise, hardware, tyre retreading and a 
hair cutting saloon. All the sample shops are electrified and 
fitted with ceiling fans. In all the cases environmental, sanita
tion and hygenic conditions are just satisfactory. 

79. The shops are ill-furnished and lack modern furniture. 
The general items of furniture found in a shop are wooden 
stools, crude wooden benches and iron chairs. Even this furni
ture exists only in the leading textile and halwai shops. No 
provision of furniture is made in general merchandise shops. 
The customers are attended at the counter. They have to stand 
while waiting for their turn. Similarly in grocery, provision 
stores and tyre retreading shops no chairs are provided for the 
waiting customers. Only a few cold drink shops and tea-stall have 
modern fUrniture like sun-mica tables and cushioned chairs. 
Most of the general merchandised grocery and provision and 
textile shops do not possess proper show cases to display the 
commodities. The grocery shops use tin boxes placed in con
crete dais for the display of the articles. 

80. The tyre retreading workshops are mostly concentrat
ed in the lower bazar area on the southern end of the town. 
These workshops are quite accessible from the truck union 
office. Most of the workshops are housed in single roomed 
structures and lack space for keeping the tyres. In the absence 
of proper space, the tyres are often piled on the roadside for 
retreading purposes. Most of the work is done with limited 
number of machines. The important characteristic of the 
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flour-mills of Kalka is that most of them are located in the 
commercial centres of the town. It is difficult to distinguish 
between a flour-mill and a grocery shop. The flour mills are 
located in small-sized, single storeyed structures where a 
single machine is fitted for grinding flour from the wheat. 
The machines have low capacity and lack in multi-purpo8e 
function. The grinding is done on the spot as the mills do 
not have enough space for storing wheat. A few mills also 
have the provision of ginning raw-cotton. 

81. A table indicating the monthly rents paid by the 
different categories of shops is furnished below :-

TABLE 

MONTHLY RENT PAID BY DIFFERENT SHOPS 

S~rial 
No. 

Category of shops 

2 

Textile goods 
2. Textile g00ds 
3. General Merchandise 
4. General Merchandise 
5. Merchandise 
6. Merchandise 
7. Hardware 
8. Hardware 
9 Barber shop 

10 Barber shop 
11. Wholesale commission agent 
12. Tyre Retreading 
13, Tyre Retreading 
14. Tyre Retreading 
15. Stoneware and bamboo basket shop 
16. Stoneware and bamboo basket shop 
17. Karyana goods 
18. Commission agent 
19. Flour Mill 
20. Flour Mill 
21. Flour Mill 
22. Basket Making 
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82. The table shows that owner of the textile goods shop 
and the hair-cutting saloon or barber shop, tyre retreading, 
flour mills and basket making and stoneware shops are not pay
ing any rent. Of the remaining shops. the lowest rent is Rs. 15 
each paid by the owners of two hard-ware shops. The 
premises are in possession of the dealer for the ~ast 

40 years and the construction is of Kachha type. The 
maximum rent, Le., Rs. 45 is being paid by the owner of the 
second hair-cutting saloon. or barber and the premises \vere 
occupied in the year 1951. The rent of other commercial estab
lishment ranges from Rs. 18 to Rs. 40. 

83. During the field investigations it was found that th8 
actual rent being paid by the shopkeepers is far less than the 
present market rents. In the case of the hardware establish 
ment which pays Rs. 15 as rent the rate is less to the extent f)f 

167 per cent while in the case of other units the rent is less upto 
the extent of 150 per cent. 

Changes in demand for different categories of articles 

1 Textile goods 

84. The owner of the textile shop reported that during the 
period 1957-62. there was a great demand of coarse cloth bv 
the rural folks of neighbouring vHlages During the period 0: 
1963-68. there has been a shift in demand from coarse c\:>t!-: 
to fine and svnthetic cloth. The rural customers also by a'1d 
large go in for synthetic products 

2. Grocery and Provision 

85. The only change in the demand of provision articles, 
that has taken place during last decade is from soap-bars to 
flakes and powder for washing purposes The demand for tin
ned foods, pickles and jams and grinded condiments. salt. chil
lies, turmeric has also increased consicierahly. Besides the de
mand for vegetable ghee has increased manifold. 
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3. General Merchandise 

86. The cosmetics, readymade garments are in less demand 
due to partial shifting c): Rail way Workshop and Military base 
camp, \\'hile the tt)(lth brush. paste and othel' :oilet articles are 
finding place in the :1Llrket. 

4. Harel ware goods 

87. There ,vas a good demand for building and construc
tion material during the period 1957-62. In ~he recent years the 
pace or construction has been slackned and the umts are facing 
slump in the market. In addition, the in:ending customers pre
fer to purchase the articles from the neighbo'Ying whoLesale 
marKets instead of purchasing from the units L)ca~ed in the 
town. 
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CHAPTER V 

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

Kalka is an evolved town. The increase in the number of 
its functions and importance, has led to a great variation in its 
demographic structure. Kalka after attaining the status of an 
urban centre, experienced a great temporal fluctuations. The 
period from 1901 to 1931 represents an era of great changes, 
while the period from 1931 to 1961 is marked by a regular steep 
curve of growth. During the years 1911-21. the population 
increased by 60 per cent which was mainly due to huge in
migration. This was due to the development of marketing 
activities for the products of the hilly regions, the establishment 
of public transport in 1919 and other business activities. 

2. The succeeding decade i.e. 1921-31. can be termed a 
period of stability. During this decade the net increase was 
only 302 persons. As the town had not undergone any major 
change in the field of various economic activities, the popula
tion remained almost stable. Natural increase was little due to 
the higher prevalence of death rates over birth rates. Kalka 
has been showing a persistant increase in population since 1931. 
The net increase during the years 1931-61 has been 10.131 persons 
or 128 per cent. 

3. During 1931-41, the population increased by 23 per cent 
as against the increase of 14.13 per cent in the district and 17.81 
per cent of the then Punjab state. The female population 
increased by 35 per cent as compared to 16 per cent in the caSe of 
male population. This reveals that the in-migrants brought their 
fanlilies with a view to setting permanently in the town. 

4. With the partition of the country during the year 1947, 
a good number of refUgees settled in the town with the result 
that the popUlation of the town increased by 43.9 pelr cent during 
the decade 1941-51. In addition to this the employees of the 
Mugalpura Railway Workshop were posted to the Northern 
Railway Workshop, Kalka. 
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5. During 1951-61 Kalka experienced an addition Of 4.010 
persons or 28.5 per cent increase in population. 

6. During the period 1961-71, Kalka has shown a slight 
decline in population. In-migration had b:-' and large ~~opped 

during the decade 1951-61. The expansion of Chandigarh al1d the 
development of Pinjol'e had adversely effected the growth of the 
town. The shifting of the business communit:-· to Chandigarh and 
Pinjore and the partial shift of the l'ailwa:' workshop employees 
to Jagadhri can be the main reason lor the decline in population. 
In the absence of proper development of the industries in the 
70wn, the chances for further rapid growth of the population are 
rather remote. The table given belo\\' depicts the gro\dh of 
population alongwith decadal variation of the town since the 
year 1901 :-

DECADAL \'A RIATfON OF POPLlAT10N 

Year 

1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 
1961 
1971 

Ethnic Composition 

Per<(ll1' 

2 

7,045 
4,."-'2 
7,635 
7,937 
°,766 

14,058 
18,068 
17,71 J 

l\f a!c~ 

3 

4,827 
2,893 
5,01'0 
5,002 
5,802 
8,(\38 

JO,111 
9,533 

Ferr~les 

4 

~,21~ 
1,639 
2,575 
, 93~ 
3:964 
6,0:10 
1,757 
F, 1 i~ 

Percenl"cc 
decade . 
variation 
(, &-) 

-35 ,67 
- 68,47 
-3 ·96 

-23 ,04 
·~43 '9:~ 
-·28,52 
-1,9)': 

7. The Hindus constitute the dominant religion of the town. 
During 1971-Census, out of total population of 17,711, Hindus 
constitute 14,817 or 83.66 per cent. The Sikhs are also found in 
considerable number Cllld according 7c 1971-Census the Sikh 
popUlation comes to 2.502 01' 14.13 per cent of the 10tal popula
tion. Few households of Christians, Muslims, Jains etc. have 

94 



also been l'ecorded in the 1971-Census. The distribution of the 
papulation of the town by religion according to 1971-Census hao; 
been given in the following table:-

POPULATION BY RELlGION ACCORDING TO 1971-CENSCS 

Rc;igion :'dales Females Fcrcentarc 

2 3 4 

Hindus 14,817 7,991 6,826 31 '('6 

Sikhs ~,502 1,341 1,161 J·-+-13 

Muslims 1:17 62 75 0·77 

Christi::!]' ]6') 90 75 0·')3 

J",im ~S ~x 40 0·:0 

Others 2 () 01 

Total 17,7J1 9,533 8,178 100 '00 

1 The Hindus and Sikhs are found in large concentration" 
n:. most of the Mohallas of the town but there is no ward or 
defined territory of significant size which is exclusively in
habited hy either of them. The Christians are largely concentrat
ed in the Railway Colony, Kurari Mohalla and Upper Bazar. 
The Muslim population is concentrated in the Kurari Mohalla. 
Parade Mohalla and Ahata Bazar areas of the town. 

9. There ale a number of castes like Brahmins, Khatris, 
~J2;sh (Guptas. Aggarwals and ~darwaris). Nais. Lohals. Rajpu'.s 
and 8ainis among the high castes. and Chamars, Khatiks, 
of Hindu religion. In the Sikh religion, J ats and Ramgarhias 
Balrriki. Ramdasia. Kabirpanthis alYlong the schedu:ed castes 
are 1he predominant castes. Most of the Christian population 
of the tOll'n belong.~ to the Reman Catholic faith 

Demogr<iphy (Dist.ribnt on of Population by .~ge and Sex) 

10. DUling 19i1-enumeration. 9,533 :-nc;:es alld 8,178 femcdes 
were returned in the town which shows that there was slight 
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predominance of males over females. The data showing the 
distribution of male and female population by broad age-grQups 
is furnished in the following table:-

SEX-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY AGE-GROUPS 
AS PER 1971-CENSUS 

Age Group Total Male Female Percentage to 
population total 

population 

--------------------------------
2 3 4 5 

0-14 7,098 3,591 3,507 40·08 
15-19 1793 936 857 10 ·12 
20-24 1,472 751 721 8 ·31 
25-29 1,325 695 630 7·48 
30-39 2,474 1,288 1,186 13 ·97 
40-49 1,986 1,313 673 11 ·21 
50-59 834 535 299 4·71 
6O-r- 729 424 305 4·12 
A.N.S. 
Total 17,711 9,533 8,178 100 ·00 

11. The table shows that the population in the age-group 
0-14, constitute 40 per cent; in the age-group 15-59, 56 per 
cent and 60+, 4 per cent of the total population. If the males 
and the females are considered separately, in case of the males, 
the population in the age-group 0-14, 15-59 and 6'0 + and above 
constitute 20 per cent, 31 per cent and 2 per cent respectively, 
of the total population. Among the females, the corresponding 
figures are 20 per cent, 25 per cent and 2 per cent respectively. 
The figures reveal that male population is more as compared to 
females in the age-group 15-59. 

12. During the field enquiry 1,051 persons were covered 
in 202 sample households. Their age-group-wise distribution 
shows that the population in age-group 0-14 constitutes 42 per 
sent, in the age-group 15-59 constitutes 55 per cent and in age
group 60 + and above 3 per cent. 
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13. The table shows that out of 1,051 persons, 606 are 
never married, 407 are married, 37 are widowed and one female 
is divorced. All the males and females below the age of 14 are 
un-married. One bachelor male has been recorded ~in the highest 
age-group of 50-59, while 3 never married females fall in the 
age-group of 25-29. 

14. Out of 549 males and 502 females. 213 males and 19'± 
females are married. The lowest age-group for one married male 
and seven married ftmales is 15--19. In the age-group 20-24, 
there are 33 males, out of whom 8 are married and 25 are un
married. In the age-group 25-29 there are altogether 34 males 
of of whom 8 are un-married and 26 are married. In case of 30-
34 age-group, there are 32 males, out of whom 30 are married, 
one is never married and one is a widower. In the case of age
group 35-49, there are 112 males, out of which 108 are married, 
3 are widower and 1 is bachelor. In case of age-group 50+, there 
are 51 males, out of whom 40 are married, 10 are widower and 
one is never married. It is, therefore, evident that the bulk of 
married males is found in the age-group 35-49. Similarly in the 
case of females falling in the age-group 15-19, out of 61 
females, 7 are married and 54 are. never married. In the age
group 20-24 there are 29 females, out of whom 19 are married 
and 10 are never married. It, therefore, appears that normally 
the females get married in the age-group 20-24. In the age
group 25-29, there are 44 females out of whom as many as 39 
are married, one each is widowed, and divorced and 3 are 
never married. The highest number of married females (86) 
have been observed in the age-group 35-49. 

15. There are 14 widowers and 23 widows in the sample 
households. Out of these, 10 widowers are 50 :-rears and above 
and 4 widowers fall in the age-group of 30-49, on the other 
hand there are 23 wido\vs out of whom 21 widows are abOve 
35 while the remaining 2 widows fall in the age-groop 25-34. 

16. There is only one divorced female in the sample house
holds. This suggest that the frequency of divorce or separation 
is not high. 
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18. The table gives particulars in respect of 227 males and 
218 females. Fourteen males out of 227 were married below the 
age of 15. Out of these, 8 belong to scheduled castes, 2 to Sainis 
and one each to Brahmin, Rajput and Vaish Castes of the Hindu 
religion while one belongs to the Muslim religion. On the cOn
trary as many as 62 females were got married before the age of 
14. Out of these, 18 are scheduled castes, 11 are Khatris, 6 are 
Brahmins, 8 are Rajputs, 5 are Vaish, one each of Dhobi and Saini 
of Hindu religion. There are 6 females who belong to Muslim 
and 3 each to Sikh and Christian religions. These figures indi
cate that the early marriage of females is largely prevalent among 
the scheduled castes. 

19. There were 66 males and 119 females who were married 
between the age of 15-19. Out of 66 males, a large number of 
tbem helong to Khatri (14) and scheduled castes (19). The 
analysis of the data supports the hypothesis that there is a 
tendency among scheduled castes to marry bulk of the males 
before tht age of 20. The table shows that out of 119 females 
marrying in the age-group 15-19; 16 belong to Brahmin, 27 to 
Khatri, 7 to Rajput, 20 to Vaish, one to Lahar, one to Dhobi and 
25 to scheduled castes of Hindu religion. There are eight females 
of each Sikh religion and Muslim religions and 6 of Christian 
religion, who were married in the above age-group. 

20. The general norm of age at marriage in case of males 
is 20-24 years as compared to females in 15-19. Out of total 227 
males, as many as 96 males were married in the above age-group. 
Persons belonging to different castes of the Hindu, Sikh, Muslim 
and Christian religions were found to be evenly distributed 
within the age-group of 20-24. as far as their age at marriage is 
concerned. 

21. The further analysis of the table shows that out of 
total number of 38 males as many as 15 Khatri males were 
married at the age of 25-29. On the other hand, 31 females 
were married in the age-group 20-24. Of these 9 females be
longed to Khatri caste. 
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22. The table gives particulars of 227 males and 21g 
females in respect of their age at marriage and educationa: 
level. Fourteen males and 62 females were married belov; 14 
years. In case of 14 males as many as 8 males were illiterate, 
one was primary and only 5 were educated upto middle standard. 
In the case of 62 females, 46 were illiterate, One was literate and 9 
were primary and only 6 females were educated upto middle 
class. The data revealed that the literacy has a bearing on the 
age when a person gets married. The persons having no educa
tion or low standard of education get married comparatively at 
an early age. 

23. There are 66 males and 119 females who were married 
between the age 15-19 years. The majority of the females were 
married in this age-group. In case of males there is hardly 
any trend to discuss but regarding females it can be mentioned 
that a large number of illiterate females are found to be 
marrying in this age-group. On the other hand. 15 females are 
educated upto matric and one above B.A. are found in this age
group. There are 96 males who were married in the age-group 
20-24 years. Of these as many as 58 received education above 
middle standard. It can be inferred from the above statement 
that educated strata of male popUlation has the tendency to 
marry at a comparativelv higher age. This trend is confirmed 
further because out of 38 males marrying in age-group 25-29. 
30 are found to be educated above middle class. On the other 

. hand, out of 31 females marrying in the age-group 20-24: 14 
are found to be educated above middle, 5 are literate and 12 are 
illiterate. 

Dh,tdhu'tion of Population by Re~iltion, Caste & Number of 
Households 

24. The table giving the distribution of the sample popUla
tion by religion and caste is furnished below :-

Religion Caste No. of Population 
House- -----------
holds P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 

Hindu Brahmin 24 119 61 56 
Khatri 48 255 128 127 
Va!sh 24 129 73 56 
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3 4 5 6 

Ibjput 16 75 41 34 
Dhobi :: 7 4 3 
S.tini 5 3 2 
Nai 2 I I 
Lohar I :: 1 ! 
Scheduled Cast~ 46 252 127 125 

Sikh 20 95 46 49 
Christi.i,! II 54 28 26 
Muslim 1\ 56 34 22 

Total 202 1,051 549 50! 

25. With a view to getting deeper insight into the demo
graphic characteristics, the sample households from eight castes 
of Hindus, in addition to the' households belonging to the 

scheduled castes and of Sikh. Muslim & Christian religions have 
been selected. Out of the total 202 households 163 households 
com-isting of 441 males and 405 females belong to different castes 
of Hindu religion; 20 households of Sikh religion with a popula
tion of 95 (46 males and 49 females), 11 households of Christian 
religion with a population of 54 (28 males and 26 females) and 8 
households of Muslim religion \vith a population of 56 (34 males 
and 22 females). The size of sample is too small to represent 
the demographic characteristics prevailing in the town. How
ever on the face of it, there does not appear to be much dis
parity in these sex-ratio of the population covered in the sample. 
If the castes falling under Hindu religion, are considererf 
separately, in general the males and females are found to b2 
distributed in equal numbers. 

Inter-Caste-marriage, Widow-Remarriage, Divorce etc. 

26. It may be mentioned here that no case of inter
religion, inter-caste marriage has been reported in the sample. 
Similarly. the cases relating to widow-remarriage and divorce 
have not been returned in the sample population. 

Distribution of Popu1ation by Age, Sex and Educationa1 Status 

27. During 1971-Census, the percentage of literacy in Kalka 
town has been recorded as 59.84 per cent. The literacy rate i<; 
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67.41 per cent among the males and 51.03 per cent among the 
females against 51 per cent for males and 41.48 per cent for 
females for the urban areas of the State as a whole. In case 
Kalka Tahsil is taken as a whole, it is found that the literacy 
rate of the total population is only 36.04 per cent (43.15 per cent 
fOIl' males and 27.36 per cent for females). The figures reveal 
that there is a considerable gap in the level of literacy between 
the town and its hinterland. 

28. The educational attainments of the males and females 
belonging to various age-groups of the sample population are 
furnished below :-
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29. The table shows that out of 1,051 persons, 675 persons 
are literate and the percentage of literacy comes to 64.23. In 
the case of males, it comes to 74.32 per cent while 53.19 per cent 
females are found literate. In case of males, the literacy rate 
is higher as compared to 1971~Census figures, while the literacy 
rate among females is more or less the same, as compared to the 
literacy figures obtained for female population for 1971-Census. 

30. The analysis of the educational attainment of the 
sample population by age and sex gives further insight into the 
levels in various age-groups. In the age~group 0-4, there is 
naturally no literate person. In the age¥group 5-9, out of the 
77 males and 74 females, 50 males and 44 females are educated. 
In the age·group 10-14, out of 87 males and 73 females, 82 
males and 61 females are educated. In the age-group 15-19, out 
of 65 males and 61 females, 62 males and 52 females are 
literate. These figures show that the bulk of the males and 
females of the schOol going age are enjoying educational 
facilities. In case of age.group 20-24, all the males are educa¥ 
ted while only 4 females are found to be illiterate. The analysis 
of the higher age-group reveals that the literacy percentage 
decreases among the females. In the age~group 25-34, out of 
76 females, only 44 are literate and the age~group 35-49, out of 
91 females only 30 females are literate. Similarly, in the age~ 
group 50+out of total 28 females, only 11 females are found to 
be educated. 

31. It has been observed tht the . spread o"f education 
among females in sample population started a few years ago. 
With regard to the educational standard, it is found that out of 
408 educated males and 267 females, 152 males and 74 females 
are matriculate and above. In other words, 37.25 per cent, of the 
educated males and 27.72 per cent of the educated females have 
crossed the level of secondary education. 144 males and 116 
females or 35.29 per cent and 43.82 per cent respectively literate 
population have completed the primary stage. Two hundred 
thirty--one males and 127 females Or 56.62 per cent 
of the male and 44.25 per cent of the female popu
lation have completed their education upto Middle 
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and Mattic standards. Fifteen each of males and females have 
completed their education upto graduation level and above. It 
can be concluded from the above table that most of the females 
have started receiving higher education in recent years i.e. out of 
69 females studies up to middle standard and 59 matriculate 
females as many as 40 females in each standard are below the 
age of 25 years. 

32. In addition, 9 females belonging to the age-group of 
15-24 received education upto graduateipost-graduate level. 
The table further shows that many of the males educated upto 
Matrie and above fall in the age-groups above 25 years. It can 
be inferred that most of these males are migrants from 'Out· 
side and did not receive their education within the town. 
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34. Out of 441 males and 405 females of Hindu religion 
ctlvered in the sample, 328 males and 214 females are educated; 
the rest are illiterate. Among the Sikhs, out of 46 males and 
49 females, 37 males and 20 females have acquired educational 
qualifications. Out of 28 males and 26 females of Christian 
religion in the sample, 19 each males and females are educated. 
Among the 34 males and 22 females of Muslim religion, 24 males 
and 14 females are literate and educated upto various standards. 
In terms of percentages, 74 per cent of the males and 53 per cent 
of the females among the Hindus; 80 per cent males and 41 per 
cent females of Sikh, 68 per cent males and 74 per cent females 
of Christians and 71 per cent males and 64 per cent males of 
Muslim religion are educated. If the caste-wise data among 
Hindus is studied, it is found that among the Brahmins, out of 
63 males and 56 females, 44 males (70 per cent) and 39 females 
(68 per cent) are literate. Among the Khatris, out of 128 

males and 127 females, 106 males (84 per cent) and 
38 females (68 per cent) are literate. Among the Rajputs, out of 
41 males and 34 females, 24 males and 19 females are literate. 
The remaining males and females are illiterate. Among the 
scheduled castes, out of 127 males and 125 females, 81 males (64 
per cent) and 35 females (28 per cent) are literate. The percent
age of female literacy is highest among the Christians and lowest 
among the scheduled castes. 

Education among Scheduled Castes 

35. According to 1971-Census, 2,364 persons (1,305 males 
and 1,059 females) have been enumerated as scheduled castes in 
the town. The literacy rate among scheduled castes of the 
town is 32.1 per cent and is far less than the total literacy rate 
(59.84 per cent) of the town. The literacy rate among the males 
and females of the scheduled caste population is 42 per cent and 
19.9 per cent, respectively. The literacy rate of the scheduled 
castes is much below the general popUlation of the town. 

36. A table giving the distribution of Scheduled Castes 
population as per sample by educational level is given below:-
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37. In all, 46 households comprising 127 males and 125 
females belonging to scheduled castes have been covered in the 
present study. Out of these, 81 males and 39 females are literate 
and the remaining are illiterate. In other words 46.03 per cent 
of the scheduled caste population are literate. A large chunk 
of literate population Le. (44 males and 26 females) received 
education upto primary standards. There are 22 males and 
only 5 females, who have received their education upto middle 
standards; 15 males and 3 females are found to be educated 
up to matric. It can be concluded that the scheduled castes are 
still backward in the field of higher education, in spite of various 
incentives provided to them by the government. Generally, the 
females are not encouraged to pursue the studies beyond primary 
level due to the prevalence of early marriage age. In addition, 
the low percentage of literacy can also be attributed to poor 
economic conditions prevailing among the scheduled castes, 
which compel them to enter the labour market at an early age 
as compared to the other sections of the society. 
Non-Enrolment in Schools 

38. The age 6 to 14 years has been taken as the school 
going age for the purposes of discussing the non-enrolment in 
schools. In the sample households as many as 164 males and 
147 females found in this age-group. Out of these, as many as 
132 males and 105 females are literate. 

39. A table showing the non-enrolment in school-going age 
children is given below:-

NEVER ATTENDANCE AND DISCONTINUATION AFTER EVER 
AITENDANCE BY AGE, SEX AND REASON 

Age Total Never Attendance Discontinuation after 
Number attendance 

M F Male Female Male Female --- -----
Pov- IIl- Pov- III- Pov- Ill· Pov- Dl· 
erty ness erty ness erty ness erty ness 

6 2 3 2 2 
7 .. " 

S 3 3 2 3 1 
9 2 1 1 .. 

10 2 2 2 .. 2 
11 2 2 1 1 1 1 
12 ., 3 I 1 1 
13 1 1 
14 2 1 

Total .. lZ 15 7 1 7 3 4 5 
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40. The table shows that 7 males and 6 females falling in 
the age-group 6-10 have never been sent to school, due to 
economic reasons or ills health. There is only one male and 
4 females in the age-group 11-14, who could not get school 
education due to economic hardships. Only 4 males and ;; 
females discontinued their studies, due to pOor economic condi
tions. It may be mentioned that significant inference can be 
drawn from the above data, as the number of non-enrolled 
school going children is very small. 
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42. The table shows that out of 1,051 persons in the sample, 
775 reported Hindi, 204 persons Punjabi, 56 persons Urdu, 9 

persons PurbL 2 persons Sindhi, 4 persons Malayalam and one 
person Telugu, as their mother-tongue. 

. 43. It appears that caste and community play definite role 
in determining the mother-tongue. All the Brahmins, Vaish, 
Dhobi, l\Tai, Lohar and Sainis in the sample return.d Hindi as 
their mother-tongue. Out of 255 Khatris as many. as 217 
returned Hindi and 36 returned Punjabi and only 2 returned 
Sindhi as their mother-tongue. Since most of the Khatris are 
migrants from West Punjab, so a number of them have returned 
Punjabi as their mother-tongue. Similarly, the persons belong
ing to Scheduled Castes in the town, generally hail from the 
areas now vested in Punjab State, so out of 252 persons. 110 
have returned Punjabi as their mother-tongue. There are 49 
Sikhs and 3 Christians who have returned Punjabi as their 
mother-tongue. All the 56 Muslims returned Urdu as thei.r 
mother-tongue. Out of 54 Christians, 4 returned Malayalam and 
one returned Telugu as their mother-tongue. The socio-cultural 
environments of the inhabitants and the prevalent languages of 
the religion also helps in determining one's mother-tongue. 
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CHAPTER VI 

MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT OF FAMILIES 

Migration relates to human beings shifting from one 
;geographical unit to another, generally involving change of 
residence from the place of origin to the place of destination. 
'The migration study gives more insight for analysing the growth 
of the town. Information was collected from the selected 
households by canvassing the relevant portions of the schedules. 

2. In the beginning of twentieth century, Kalka town 
started gaining importance as a commercial-cum-transport centre 
with the introduction of motor car transport from Kalka to Simla 
in the year 1919 and thus became the distributing centre of hill 
products. A large section of the trading communities mostly 
belonging to Aggarwal and Jain castes migrated from the ad
joining areas to the town, and entered the business and trans
port sectors of the economy. Thus, Aggarwal and Jains became 
the early settlers of the town. They controlled the whole-sale 

business of the products of hill areas and plains and worked as 
middle-men in the town. Apart from their usual business acti
vities, some of them also started transport companies for trans
porting the hill products down to plains. A number of scheduled 
castes, particularly of Balmik and Khatik group are the original 
residents of the town. Most of them were engaged for menial 
jobs by Britishers on the Railway establishment. 

3. A table showing the migration status and place of last 
residence of head of the households by their number of members 
in each household is furnished below:-

NUMBER OF MEMBERS BY MIGRATION STATUS AND LAST 
RESIDENCE OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

Migration statns and ia,t Number !If memb{'ls 
residence of head of -_. ---------------
household Single 2-5 6-10 II and Total 

above ._-_. 
2 3 4 5 6 

-------------- -
l. Non-migr~nt (born in the 15 24 3 42 

town) 

n. M:i!!rant 
ia) Last residence outside the R 5 5 11 
town but within the District lJ 10 10 20 
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(b) Last residence outside the 
District but within the State 

Karnal 

Gurgaon 

Rohtak 

Hlsar 

(c) Last residence in other 
States-
(l) Punjab 

(2) Uttar Pradesh 

(3) Himachal Pradesh 

(4) Chandlgarh 

(5) Delhi 

(6) Maharashtra 

(7) Bihar 

(S) Rajasthan 

(9) West Bengal 

(10) Mad hYa Pradesh 

R 
U 
R 
U 
R 
U 
R 
U 

R 
U 
R 
U 
R 
U 
R 
U 
R 
U 

... R 
U 
R 
U 
R 
U 
R 
U 
R 
U 

(d) Last residence outside the 
country-
(1) Pakistan R 

U 

Tota) 

2 

4 

] 

1 
2 
4 
] 

1 

.. 
1 

16 

3 

2 
3 

1 
2 

4 
8 
3 
6 
5 
3 

2 
2 
5 
1 
1 
] 

10 

90 

4 

4 

.. 
1 

3 
14 
2 
7 
4 
3 
1 

8 

88 

2 
1 

8 

5 6 

1(} 
:> 

2 
2 

9 
24 
7 

IT 
10 
9' 
2 
2 
3 
5-
1 
1 
1 

.. 
I 

18 

202 

4. The table shows that out of 202 sample households, 42 
head of households are non-migrant or born within the town. 
Out of these, 24 households are having 6 to 10 members each, 
15 households have 2 to 5 members each and 3 households have 
more than 11 members. There are 31 head of the households 
who have migrated to the town frOm rural/urban parts of 
Ambala District. Of these, 15 households, each consists of 6 to' 
10 and 2 to 5 members while one household consists of single 
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member. Out of the 17 heads of the households migrating 
from different areas of the Haryana State, 8 households ar'e 
having 2 to 5 members each, 5 households have 6 to 10 membel:s 
each and 4 households are single member units in each household. 
There are 33 head of the households who have migrated to the 
town from rural and urban areas of the Punjab State. Out of 
the 17 heads of the households migrated from different areas 
of the Haryana State, 8 households are having 2 to 5 members 
each, 5 households have 6 to 10 members each and 4 households 
are single member units in each households. There are 33 head 
of the households who have migrated to the town from rural 
and urban areas of the Punjab State. Out of these, 17 house
holds consist of 6 to 10 members each, 12 households are having 
2 to 5 members each & 2 households each are single member units 
more than 11 members in their respective households. As many 
as 24 head of the households migrated from the rural (7) and 
urban (17) areas of the Uttar Pradesh. Out of the total house
holds, 9 households, each have 6 to 10 members and 2 to 5 mem
bers and 6 households are single member units. Nineteen 
head of households (10 rural and 9 urban) have migrated from 
the adjoining State of Himachal Pradesh. The maximum number 
of eight households consist of 2 to 5 members each, 7 house
holds fall in the category of 6 to 10 members unit, 2 house
holds. each are having more than 11 member, and single mem
ber units. There are 2 head of households who hail from 
Maharashtra State and constitute 2 to 5 members. One head 
of household each migrated from Bihar and Rajasthan States 
and have 2 to 5 members each while 1 head of the household 
each migrated from West Bengal and Madhva Pradesh and 
constitutes 6 to 10 members in each household. Out of 8 head 
of the households migrated from Union Territory of Delhi, 7 
have 2 to 5 members each and one is a single member unit. 
There are four head of households who have migrated from 
the Union Territory of Chandigarh. Out of these, 2 are having 
2 to 5 members and 1 each household is having 6 to 10 mem
bers and mOre than 11 members. 

5, Kalka also experienced the after-effects of the parti
tion which resulted in substantial increase of its population. A 
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large section of refugee migrants belonging to Khatri caste 
settled in the town. Most of them initially pursued petty busi
ness thereby helping in the fUrther expansion of the retail trade 
of the town. A large number of the refugee employees of 
Mughalpura Railway Workshop, were given employment in the 
Northern Railway Workshop, Kalka. 

6. There are 18 refugee head of the households who 
migrated to the town on the eve of partition of the country. Out 
of these, 10 households consist of 2-5 members and 8 house
holds consist of 6-10 members. 

7. It is note-worthy that the pattern of distribution of 
households by size-group of members does not show any signi
ficant difference in case of non-migrants and migrants, both 
from rural and urban areas of the same district. Most of the 
households constitute nuclear or sub-nuclear families having 
2-5 members, respectively. Similarly. the households migrat
ing from other districts of Haryana State like Kamal, Gurgaotl 
and Rohtak fall in the atJove-mentioned size-group of members 
The migrants from the adjoining states of Punjab, Uttar 
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Union Territories of Delhi and 
Chandigarh have comparatively larger size-group of members 
Le., 6-10, but the migrants from distant states like Maha
rashtra. Bihar and Rajasthan have nOrm towards small family 
size constituting 2-5 members. 

8. The partition of India in 1947. brought an influx of 
refugee migrants to the town. Unlike other towns of Punjab, 
the refugee migrants in Kalka to\Yn mostly came in the 
capacity of railway employees who were provided, employ
ment and accommodation bv northern railway authorities. 
Most of them comprised of normal size nuclear families. The 
remaining refugees occupied the evacuee property of out
migrating muslim population and did not feel the necessity to 
built up the residentia'l colonies in the town. It was, however, 
reported during field investigation that the refugee in-migrants 
pursuing petty commercial activities in the initial stages had 
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large size families, sometimes exceeding 10 members. With the 
passage of time. most of the adult members found varied occupa
tions and thus migrated from the town. This shrunk their 
average family size to 6-10 members. 

Households by longest stay of any member 

9. With a view to study the duration of stay of the mem
'bers of the households in the town, the data has been analysed 
.accordingly, 
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10. The table shows that out of 202 sample households, 42 
households are original inhabitants of the town and their 
ancestors have been living here more than 50 years. Out of 
the remaining 160 households, as many as 39 households have 
migrated from rural areas and 121 households from the urban 
parts of the country. OUt of the 39 households, 20 households 
settled in the town before 1950, 13 households settled during the 
period 1951 to 1960 and the remaining 6 households settled 
during the last decade. Regarding the households who came 
from different urban areas, 26 households migrated to the town 
before the year 1950 while 33 households migrated during the 
period 1951-1961. The remaining 62 households settled in the 
town during the last decade. It may be worth mentioning that 
in the absence of proper educational facilities fOr their wards 
and lack of proper marketing facilities, some of the employees 
of the Hindustan Machine Tools Factory also settled in the 
town during the last decade. 

Place of last resid,ence as related to place of birth 

11. A table showing the details of the sample population 
by their last residence as related to their respective places of 
birth is furnished below:-

P~:lce of Birth Place of Last Residence Remarks 

Same a< place Di/ferent(rom 
of birth place of birth 

-----
Male Female Male Female 

.. _---
2 3 4 5 6 

Same olace (Kalka) 221 166 
Ambala R 19 20 15 7 

U 23 20 29 28 
Other District 
Robtak R 6 5 

U . . 1 1 .. 
Gurgaon U 4 5 2 I 
Hisar R I 1 1 
Mahendragarb R .. 1 
Kama) U 2 4 3 4 
Jind U 2 
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2 3 4 5 6 

Other States/U.T 
Chandigarh 1 2 2 .. 

Delhi 1 1 4 3 
Punjab R 11 II 6 6 

U 30 42 31 37 
Himachal Pradesh R 18 18 1 1 

U 9 10 3 2 
Uttar Pradesh R 16 9 11 5 

U 15 15 13 14 
Madhya Pradesh R 1 
Andhra Pradesh U 2 .. 
Bihar R I 4 12 
Kerala R 1 1 
Goa U 
Jammu & I 

Kashmir U 2 
Mlharashtra U 1 
Rajasthan U 2 
Other country 
Pakistan R 6 4 17 13 

U 4 11 17 10 

Total 388 352 161 150 

12. The table shows that out of 1,051 persons included in 
the sample, 388 persons are non-migrants i.e. their place of birth 
and last residence is Kalka town while 161 persons were born 
outside the town but within the Ambala District. Out of these, 
82 persons had their last residence at the ,places of their birth 
while the remaining 79 persons had their places of last residence 
other than the places of birth. There are forty four persons 
who were born in the other districts of the state. Out of the 
total as many as thirty persons had their last residence at their 
respective places of birth, while fourteen persons migrated from 
places other than their places of birth. 

13. One hundred and seventy four persons (34 R, 140 U) 
were born in different districts of the Punjab State. Out of 174 
persons. 94 migrated directly from their places of birth and 
80 persons. had their last residence different from their places 
of birth. Out of ninety eight (41 R. 57 U) migrants from U.P., 
55 had their last residence at their places of birth while 43 
migrated to the town from places other than their places of 
birth, There are sixty-two migrants from the rural and urban 
areas of Himachal Pradesh. Out of the total. 55 migrated 
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directly from their places of birth while only seven persons had 
their last residence elsewhere. The table shows that out of 
eighteen persons born in rural/urban areas of Bihar state, two 
persons migrated from their place of birth and the remaining 
sixteen had their residence somewhere else. As many as eighty 
two refugees (40 R, 42 U) migrated from West Pakistan at the 
time of partition. Out of these, 25 refugees migrated to the 
town directly from their respective places of birth and rest of 
57 refugees had their last residence at places other than the 
place of birth. 

14. Out of five persons born in Chandigarh and nine 
persons in Delhi, three persons and two persons respectively 
had migrated directly from their places of birth while two and 
seven respectively had their last residence elsewhere. Eleven 
persons migrated from Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala, Maharashtra and Rajasthan 
states. Out of these two persons each from Andhra Pradesh 
and Jammu and Kashmir states, one person from Goa migrated 
directly from their places of birth, two each from Kerala and 
Rajasthan and one each from Maharashtra and Madhya 
Pradesh had their last residence elsewhere. 

Migration stages of households hailing from outside 

15. Analysis of the data reveals that OUt of 160 households, 
107 households migrated to the town in the year 1955 or earlier. 
Of these, 19 households (12 rural and 7 urban) migrated from 
different districts of the state, 22 households (13 rural and 9 
urban) from Punjab, 11 (6 rural and 5 urban) from uttar 
Pradesh, 7 (4 rural and 3 urban) from Himachal Pradesh while 
48 (15 rural and 33 urban) households migrated from West 
Punjab. During the years 1956-60, 19 households have 
migrated. Of these, 8 households (6 rural and 2 urban) 
migrated from within the State, 2 households each from 
Punjab and U.P., 5 households from Himachal Pradesh and 
1 household each from Delhi and Chandigarh. During the period 
1961-1965. 17 households (6 Haryana, 4 each Punjab and H.P., 
1 each U.P. and Kerala and one from Afghanistan) have 
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migrated. During the period 1966 onwards, 20 households 
(1 Haryana, 10 Punjab, 6 U.P., 1 each of Gujarat, Chandigarh 
and Delhi) have migrated. 

16. The migration data has also been analysed with regard to 
the number of stages in which migration has taken place. out 
of the 19 households migrated during the period 1956 to 1960, 
6 head of households migrated to the town direct from the 
place of birth, 11 in two stages and 2 in three stages. During 
the period 1961-65, 6 head of households migrated from the 
place of birth. 7 in two stages while 2 each in three and four or 
more stages while during the year 1966 onwards, 8 households 
migrated from their place of birth, 7 in two stages, 4 in three 
stages and one in four or more stages. To sum up that out of 
56 households who migrated to the town after the year 1955, 
20 migrated direct from the place of birth, 25 in two stages and 
8 in three stages and 3 households in 4 or more stages. Thus it 
can be concluded that most of the households who migrated in 
two or more stages to the town due to the postings/transfers of 
their members or came in search of employment. 

Distance of the places of origin of migration 

17. Out of the 160 households which have migrated from 
other pl aces, 14 came from places within a distance of less than 
50 kms., 37 households ranging from 51 to 100 kms., 30 house
holds ranging from 101 to 200 kms. and 40 households ranging 
between 201 to 500 kms., while 39 households from the places 
situated at a distance of more than 500 kms. from the town. 

Characteristics of the places of origin of migration 

18. Regarding the places of origin of the migrant house
holds the data depicts that out of 160 households, 26 migrated 
within the district. Of these. 16 had their place of origin in 
rural ar~as. 5 in small towns, 3 in medium-sized towns and 2 in 
cities. Out of eight households migrated from other parts of the 
;;tate, 4 had their place of origin in villages, 3 in medium-sized 
and 1 if) small towns. A further analysis of the data shows that 
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out of 34 households which migrated to the town within the 
Haryana state, as many as 20 households hailed from rural 
areas. 6 each hailed from small and medium-sized towns and 
only 2 from cities. Thus majority of the households belonged 
to the rural areas and small towns. Out of 77 households which 
had their place of origin in other states of India, 38 households 
hailed from Punjab. 13 Himachal Pradesh, 20 uttar Pradesh, 
2 Chandigarh, 1 each Delhi, Bihar, Kerala and Gujarat States. 
Out of 38 migrant households of Punjab, 18 had their origin in 
rural areas, 12 in medium-sized and 2 in small towns and 6 in 
the cities. In the case of the households migrated from 
Himachal Pradesh, 6 households belonged to rural areas, 1 
belonged to small town and 6 belonged to medium-sized towns. 
Out of 20 househOlds hailing from Uttar Pradesh, 13 had their 
place of origin in villages, 3 in small towns, 2 in medium-sized 
towns and 2 in the cities. The above data shows that OUt of 
the total 77 households. 41 households hailed from rural areas. 
7 from small-sized and 20 from medium-sized town and 9 from 
the citie~. It shows that a large number of households migrat
ing frorr different parts of the country have their roots in rural 
areas 

19. Besides, 48 households have migrated to India On the 
eve of partition in 1947 and settled in the town while 1 house
hold hails from Afghanistan. Out of 48 refugee households, 15 
had their place of origin in rural areas and the remaining 33 in 
urban areas of West Punjab. The urban migrant households 
are comparatively more due to the fact that a large number of 
the refugee emnlo:-iees of Mughalpura Workshop are posted in 
the Northern Railway Workshop. Most of these employees had 
their ronts in towns 

Reasons for settlement in the town 

20. Out of 160 households, 85 households or 53.13 per cent 
'came to the town on account of the transfer of the head or any 
member of the household, 21 in search of employment, 48 due 
to the partition of the country while the remaining 6 households 
for various other reasons. The following table gives the number 
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of migrated households alongwith the reasons for settlements. 
in the town. 

Reasons No. of Percentage of 
households col. No.2 

2 3 

I. Posting and Transfer 85 53 ·13 
21 13 ·12 
48 30·00 

6 3·75 

2. In search of employment 
3. Partition of the country 
4. Other reasons 

Total 160 100·00 

Property at the place from where migrated 

21. The information regarding the property owned by thp 
household from where they have migrated has also been collect
ed in the present study and the state-wise number of house
holds owning property has been given in the following table. 

MIGRATIO:-.r STATUS BY pLACE OF BIRTH OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 

Name of State! 
Union Territory, etc. 

I. Ambala 
2. Haryana (other than Ambala Djstrict) 
3. Punjab 
4. Him:tc'JaI Pra,: esh 
5. UI tar Pradesil 
6. Chandigarh 
7. Delhi 
8. Bihar 
9. Kerala 

10. Gujarat 
Other Countries 
Afghanistan 
Pakistan 

Total 
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No. of 
migrant 
house
holds 

2 

26 
8 

38 
13 
20 

2 

1 
48 

160 

No. of 
house
holds 
haYing 
any 
property 

3 

9 
2 

14 
4 
9 

43 

Percen
tage of 
col.3 
to 2 

4 

34·62 
25 'CO 
36·84 
~0'77 
45 'CO 
~O'CO 

100 'CO 
100'CO 
100 'CO 

100 CO 
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22. The analysis of the data reveals that out of 26 house
holds hailing from villages I towns of Ambala District, 9 house
holds have some sort of property in their respective places of 
origin while the remaining 17 households do not possess any 
such property. Out of 8 households belonging to other districts 
of the states only two households have some property in the 
places of their origin. Out of 38 households belonging to 
Punjab only 14 households have their property in places of 
their origin. While out of 20 households of uttar Pradesh, 

I 

9 households have their property in the place of origin. In the 
case of Himachal Pradesh, out of 13 households only 4 have their 
property at the place of their origin. Out of the 2, one house
hold hailing from Chandigarh, 1 from Delhi, 1 from Kerala and 
1 from Bihar each have their property at their places of origin. 
One household migrated from Afghanistan have property in his 
respective place of origin. 

Particulars of the members of the households who visited their 
close relations during three years by duration of stay in the 
present residence and frequency of visit. 

23. Out of the total households, 59 have reported that their 
close relations like father, mother, brother, wife etc. are living 
outside the town. The frequency of the members of these house_ 
holds Visiting their close relations during the last three years 
has also been enquired during the course of field enquiry. The 
data reveals that out of 19 households staying in the town from 
last 6 years or less, twelve households visited their close 
relations 1 to 3 times and 7 households visited them for more 
than 4 times. Regarding 10 households staying in the town 
with a period of 5 years as many as 9 visited their close 
relations 1 to 3 times and 1 household visited its close relations 
4 to 6 times within a span of three years. 

24. Out of 30 households staying in the town for more 
than 10 years, 21 are reported to have visited close relations 
more than 4 times and the remaining 8 households visited them 
on more than 6 occasions during a period of three years. 
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25. it has been observed that these households paid visits 
to their close relations for attending certain social ceremonies 
and other work etc. 

Unit of Migration 

26. The analysis of the data relating the unit of migration 
as related to the place of last residence by religion, caste or 
community reveals that out of 31 households having their last 
residence within the district only male members of the 7 house
holds came to the town; 8 households with the other working 
members of the family and 16 households brought families 
alongwith them. 

27. Out of 17 households who migrated to the town from 
within the State, 9 head of the households brought the families 
alongwith while four moved alone and in the case of remain
ing 4, the family members moved afterwards. Out of 33 house
holds migrated to the town from the Punjab, 20 households 
brought their families and the families of 5 households followed 
the male members while in the case of 8 households single 
member moved into the town. 

28. Out of 24 households which have migrated from Uttar 
Pradesh, 9 head of the households moved alone, in the case of 
3 households only the male members moved while the remain
ing households (12) moved alongwith the other members of the 
family. 

29. Regarding the households migrating from Himachal 
Pradesh, 9 households moved alongwith their families, 6 with 
male members only while 4 head of the households came alone 
to the town. 

30. The following table shows the unit of migration as 
related to the last place of residence in States /Union Territories. 
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Place of last residence 
State/U.T. 

Total 
No. of 
house
holds 

1 2 

Ambala 31 
Haryana (Olher than Ambala District) 17 
Punjab 33 
Uttar Pradesh 24 
Himachal Prades:1 19 
Delhi 8 
Chandigarh 4 
ru~ 1 
Maharashtra 2 
Madhya Paruesh 1 
Rajasthan 1 
West Bengal 1 
Pakistan 18 

Unit of migration 

Male All at 
members 
only 

3 

7 
4 
8 
9 
4 
5 
1 
1 
.. 
J 

1 
2 

43 

4 

16 
9 

20 
12 
9 
1 
3 

1 

1 

12 

Male 
members 
first 
followed 
by other 

5 

8 
4 
5 
3 
6 
2 

.. 
1 

4 

33 

31. Out of 160 migrating households, 84 households 
migrated alongwith their families, while in the case of 33 
households, family members followed the male members later. 
In the case of 43 households only male members came to the 
town. 
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2. The table shows that nuclear type of households compris
ing- of a couple with or without unmarried children, account for 
the largest number of households i.e. (13S). The caste-wise break
up of these households show that 36 households belong to 
Khatri caste, 27 belong to Scheduled castes, 21 belong to 
Brahmin caste, 14 to Vaish caste, 13 to Rajput caste and out of 
3 households, 1 each belong to Dhobi, Nai and Lohar castes, 
respectively of Hindu religion. There are 13 households of 
nuclear type which belong to Sikh religion; 8 households to 
Christian religion and 3 households belong to Muslim religion. 
There are 16 households which are single perSOn households. 
Out o,! 16 households as many as 12 households belong to 
different castes of Hindu religion, 3 households belong to Sikh 
religion] and 1 household belong to Muslim religion. The next 
pest category is of supplemented nuclear type of households. 
~hese households include nuclear plus one or more unmarried, 
separated, or widowed kins of the parents. Out of 12 households 
of supplemented nuclear families 3 each belong to Khatri and 
Scheduled castes and 2 to Vaish caste of Hindu religion. The 
remaining 2 households are of Sikh religion and 1 household 
each of Christian and Muslim religions respectively. 

3. There are 12 households which are of Ljneal Joint 
Family type. These households include two couples between 
whom there is a lineal link, usually between parents and 
married son, sometimes between parents and man-ied daughter. 
Out of the 12 qouseholds, 6 belong to scheduledl castes, 3 to 
Brahmin caste and 1 to Khatri caste of Hindu religion. One 
each household belongs to Sikh and Christian religions. There' 
are 4 households which constitute supplemented nuclear 
families and 6 households sub-nuclear families. The members 
of these families include widow mother with unmarried 

children. 

4. In case of joint family households, except -for 12 house
holds of lineal joint family, 3 households are of collateral joint 
family; 2 households are of supplemented collateral joint 
family; 1 household is of supplemented lineal jOint family and 
2 households are of lineal collateral joint family. There are 5 

134 



households for which the above mentioned classification of 
households could not be determined. 

5. A table giving thE', distribution of households with 
reference to age and sex of the members is furnished below ~ -

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY AGE AND SEX OF ITS 
MEMBERS 

Total Adult Adult No. of Households having 
male & male & 
female female 
and Adult Adultf Adult male Adult female 
minor male; female! and minor and minor 

males females ----
only only M F M 

----- --__,-
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

F 

202 153 18 22 1 3 ;5 

6. The table shows that the maximum number of 153 house
holds consist of adult males and females and minor children. 
Twenty two households consist of only adult male/males only. 
Eighteen households have adult male and female, 5 households 
have adult female and minor children, 3 households have adult 
male and minor children only and 1 household have adult 
female /females as constituent members. 

Nature of composition of households 

7. The composition of households with reference to the 
relatives of the head of the respective household has been 
furnished: in the following table:-
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8. The table shows that out of total number of 202 house
holds, 16 householdS! consist of single person without any 
married pair. Out of as many as 15 are migrant households. 
The working members of these households have migrated to the 
town at different stages due to their transfers or on job errands. 
The largest number of 131 households are of nuclear type, 
constituting self, spouse, unmarried sons and daughters. Out 
of 131 households as many as 100 households are migrants. 
There are 14 households which consist of married pair along
with married sons, married brothers and their spouses and un
married children, out of which only 7 are migrants. Seven 
households consist of self (Male/Female) and their unmarried 
sons/daughters. There are 16 households which consist of self, 
sp9use, with Or without unmarried sons/daughters as well as, 
widowed mother, and widower father, out of which 8 house
holds are migrants. Only 3 households having unmarried 
brothers and sisters alongwith their male head.. 

9. There are 15 households which fall in the category of 
others. Out of 15 households, 6 consists of widower male with 
married sons, son's wife, son's married brother, brother's wife, 
brother's sons and daughters. One each household consists of 
self, brother's wife and sons, self and widowed mother or sister, 
or self and unmarried brothers etc. There are 5 households 
which constitute female head and their married daughters 
or married sons and their children. There is only 1 household 
which could not be covered under the above mentioned 
categories. 
Particulars of close kins who are staying outside the town 
10. The particulars of the consenguneous relations (except 
the married sister) staying outside the town are given below:-

TABLE 
CLOSE KINS WHO ARE STAYING OUTSIDE THE TOWN BY 

CATEGORY OF RELATION 

Age 

0-9 
10~14 
15-24 

Relation to head of household 

Father Motb;~r:-Daughter Brothe;-Wife --oth;r-Ki~-
2 34 5 67 8 

5 
3 

15 

6 
4 
7 

138 

3 
1 
4 



25-34 

3S- S9 

60+ 

2 

4 

Total 7 

3 

4 

10 

4 

4 

27 

5 6 7 

18 2 

3 

3 

9 

8 

2 

5 

13 

11. A sample .of 202 households with a population of 1,051 
persons was drawn to study the living conditions of the people 
()f Kalka town. The above table refers to the particulars of 
close kins of the sample househsolds who are living away from 
their families due to social, economic and educational reasons. 
There are 86 close kins, having first degree relations with heads 
of the sample household who are staying outside the town. It 
has been observed during the field enquiry that in case of some 
households more than one kin is living outside the town. Thus 
the number of households are less than the number of members 
staying out. The data reveals that 7 fathers, 10 mothers, 27 
sons, 18 daughters, 2 brothers, 9 wives and 13 non-classified 
kins of the sample households are staying outside the town. 
The respective age-groups of the kins staying away from their 
families have been given in the table. 

Particulars of the famiy members staying outside the 
town by length of time, reasons and relation to head of the 
household. 

12. A table giving the particulars of those kins staying 
outside by length of time and reasons is furnished on the next 
page :-
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13. The table shows that in all 86 close kins of the sample 
households are staying away from their families being settled 
in referrent town. Out of the total 7 are fathers, 10 are 
mothers, 27 are sons, 18 are daughters,. 2 each are brothers, 9 
are wives and the remaining 13 are non-classified kins. It has 
been further revealed that out of 7 fathers, 5 are living with 
other married sons while 2 are staying outside due to their jobs. 
All the mothers are staying alongwith other married sons 
settled at different towns. Out of the 27 sons living 'outside 
the town 8 are ensuing economic pursuits, 9 are receiving 
education, while the remaining 10 sons are running independent 
households outside the town. The 18 daughters living away 
from their parents, 7 are getting education in other town while 
11 are living with other close kins. Two unmarried brothers 
are engaged in service outside the town. There are 9 wives, who 
are living away from their husbands outside the town. They 
had gone to visit their parents at the time of survey. As many 
as 13 other non-classified kins live outside the town due to 
social reasons. 

14. There are 1 father, 2 mothers, 5 sons and 1 brother who 
are staying for less than 1 year; 2 fathers, 2 mothers, 11 sons, 
5 daughters, 1 brother, 4 wives and 5 other kins are living 
away from their household for 1 to 4 years. One father, 8 sons, 
5 daughters, and 3 other kins are staying out for 5 to 9 years 
while 2 fathers, 4 mothers, 3 sons; 8 daughters, 2 brothers, 4 
wives and others lives 10 to 19 years. One father, 2 mothers, 1 
wife and 3 other kins are living outside the tQwn for more than 
20 years. 

Remittances 

15. The 22 head of the households have reported during 
field enquiry that they are sending remittance to their close 
kins staying outside the town. Out of 22 households, 7 head of 
the households are sending remittances to their sons; 2 each 
households to their: mother and father respectively, 4 to 
unmarried daughters, 3 households to their wives and 4 house
lioids to the remaining other kins staying outside the town. In 
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return only 19 head of households are receiving remittance for 
absentee close kins. 

16. A table giving the frequency of visits to rural areas 

with reference to the distance of the place visited by the sample 
households is furnished below:-

FREQUENCY OF VISIT TO RURAL AREAS BY MEMBERS OF 
THE HOUSEHOLDS DURING ONE YEAR! 

No. of visits 

Once 
Twice 
Thrice 
Four tIme 
Five time 

No. of h<)u~eholds whose ml'mbers visited rural arras situated 
at a distance of 

Les, than 11 to 20 21 to 50 51 to 100 101 to 200200 Kms. 
10 K11l,). Kms. Km<;. Kms. Kll's. + 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
---_._----------------

1 1 4 G 2 10 
I I 4 5 6 

3 1 1 3 
1 1 1 
2 1 1 

17. It has been observed during field enquiry that 
constituent members of 57 households of the sample visited the 
rural areas outside the town. Out of the 57 households, 24 house
holds reported that their members visited the rural areas at least 
once during one year. Out of these as many as 6 households 
visited the rural areas situated within a distance of 50 kms. 
from. the town, 8 households visited the rural areas situated 
within a distance of 51-200 kms, and 10 households visited the 
rural areas situated at a distance of more than 200 kms. from 
the town. 

18. Seventeen households have reported that their members 
visited the rural areas twice during one year out of these 6 
households each visited the areas lying within a distance of 
50 kms. and more than 200 kms. while 5 households visited the 
rural areas situated at a distance of 51 to 100 kms. There are 8 
households which visited the rural areas three time during one 
year out of these 4 households each visited the areas lying at 
a distance of 50 kms. and 51 to 200 kms. while 2 households 
each visited the rural areas lying at a distance of 51-100 kms. 



Categories of members visiting the rural areas 
19. During the .field enquiry it was found that 57 house

holds visited the rural areas within last one year. Out of 57 
households, in case of 15 only head of the household visited the 
rural areas while in case of 42 households the entire family 
visited the rural areas. 

Categories of persons visited 

20. It was reported by 18 households that (4 head of the 
households and 14 with their wards) visited the parents living 
in rural areas. Seven households (9 head of households and 
4 households with their wards) visited the brothers of the head 
of the households and 2 households with their entire families 
visited fathers and brothers living in rural areas. In case of 3 
households (2 head of the households and 1 with entire family) 
visited the sisters while 3 head of the households and 1 entire 
family visited the wife of the head of the households staying 
in rural areas. Out of 20 households, 2 head of the households 
and 18 with entire family visited wife's parents living 
in rural areas. The remaining 3 households with their entire 
families visited the other kins living in rural areas. 
Purpose of visit 

21. Out of the 57 households visiting the rural areas during 
one year, 33 households visited their close kins to pay courtesy 
visits while the remaining 24 households visited the rural areas 
for participating in socio-religious ceremonies. 

Frequency of being visited by friend's, relations and others living 
outside the town 

22. Out of 202 households in the sample, 124 households 
were visited by friends, relatives and economically connected 
persons living outside the town. The break-up of close relatives 
visiting the households in town is as follows: 4 households were 
visited by father; 5 by mother; 36 by brother; 6 by sons; 3 by 
daughters and 122 by other relatives. The average distance 
from where the friends visited the households in the town 
comes to 196.7 kms. On the otlier hand in case of close rela
tives, it is 148.4 kms. for fathers, 71 kms. for mothers, 147.4 kms. 
for brothers, 223.3 for sons and 126.7 kms. for daughters and 
250.7 kms for other kins. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 

In the present study the concept of neighbourhood has been 
confined to ethnic composition, residential problems, layout, as 
well as cultural, social, religious and economic activities perform
ed by the residents with in the neighbourhood. The social inter
action among the residents in neighbourhoods has also been 
briefly discussed. 

2. In the light of the above criterian the neighbourhood 
pattern of Kalka town has been studied. Before entering in to 
further detail, it would be worthwhile to mention here that 
there is not much diversity among the inhabitants of the town as 
far as their SOcia-religious set up is concerned. Most of the in~ 
habitants follow Sikh religion and Sanatanik and Arya Samaj 
faith of Hindu religion and are grouped in various Hindu castes 
like Brahmin, Khatri, Bania. Lohar, Tirkhan and scheduled 
castes viz.; Chamars; Balmiks; Khatiks, etc., which are normally 
found in Northern India. The social interaction among these 
castes is guided by the norms and taboos laid by the traditional 
customs. For example the Jatia Chamars of Punjab and Haryana 
origin, would not marry the Chamar Jattan migrated from Rajas
than or Madhya Pradesh. In other words regionalism plays a 
great role while contracting matrimonial alliances. On the other 
hand a great laxity has been witnessed as far as the commensual 
relations among different castes is concerned. The scheduled 
castes would accept food and water from the hands of each other 
irl."espective of their social status in scheduled castes heirarchy, 
Similarly they are permitted to draw water from public munici
pal taps which are also being utilized for drawing drinking water 
by the clean castes of the town. Another interesting feature 
which has been observed during the survey is that the earlier 
settlements of scheduled castes have existed on the outskirts 
of the town while those who migrated in the recent past ha"e 
accommodated themselves in the various localities which are 
predominantly inhabited by clean castes. The local enquiries 
have further shown that the inhabitants of the town participates 
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in all the socio-religious functions, irrespective of their caste; 
which further determine the homogeneous character of the ethnic 
composition of the town. 

3.. In the present study the following localities spread over 
in the entire town have been selected to study the neighbourhood 
pattern. These localities are situated in different parts of the 
town r and vary in their socio-economic cQmposition. The locali
ties also include blighted area, areas with sub-standard living 
conditions, slum and Government residential clusters. The par
ticulars of various neighbourhoods are ._ 

Railway Colony 

4. Railway colony is situated on the western side of princi
ple road (Ambala-Simla Road). Within the residential area, the 
houses have been seggregated on the basis of income level in their 
size and appearan,ce. The entire colony I is composed of 4 sepa
rate built up blocks, one to the south of Railway station, 2nd 
surrounding the workshop, the 3rd and 4th to the north of Rail
way station but separated by the north-south running roads. The 
neighbourhood schedules were canvassed mostly in type 2 and 
3 houses allotted to persons belonging to middle income group. 

Bharaee Mohalla 

5. It is situated to the North-West of the town and is sur
rounded by cultivated land from three sides and the Railway 
Quarters in the East. 

6. The residential houses in this area are largely occupied 
by Hindus. The area can be approached by crossing the Railway 
Workshop and the Railway Colony. As it is located at some dis
tance from the shopping centre, the houses are available com
paratively at cheaper rents and, therefore, attract the lower 
strata of the population of the town. It is occupied by rerug,ees 
belonging to lower class. 

Khatik Mohall. 

7. The area is located towards the North-East of the town 
on the banks of Sukhana Cho. It is, a slum area and fonns a 
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neighbourhood of its own type. It is bounded by bridge of Han
dian MohalIa and main bazar on its south-east and north-east res
pectively. The only available approach to the locality is through 
small lanes, which shoot off from the different residential areas 
situated at the back of north-east side of lower bazar. The 
Khatiks belonging to scheduled caste form the main ethnic group 
of the locality. They mostly deal in meat while a few youngmen 
are also railway employees. 

Balmiki Basti 

8. This basti is situated in the north-west corner of the town 
near the slaughter house in the Upper MohalIa. It is inhabited 
predominently by the Balmikis belonging to the scheduled castes. 
Since the locality is composed of only one ethnic group i.e. Bal
mikis, the first degree social interaction is observed among its 
inhabitants. The locality presents a primary group in the social 
texture of the town. Rail traffic passes right through the mid
dle of the basti. The male resiuents are mostly in service and the 
women folk suppIiment the family income by doing work in 
houses and also by rearing poultry and piggery. 
Kurari Mohalla 

9. Kurari Mohalla is situated near the Civil Hospi1al and 
Railway g:mund. It constitutes a big area but for the present 
study, only western side of the MohalIa has been taken into ac
count. The residential area is predominently occupied by the 
middle class people of the town, who are Chhimbe, Bania, 
refugees and a few railway employees. A few administrative 
offices, schools, temples etc. are also situated in the locality. 

Tibbi Mohalla 

10. This is situated towards the northern . end of the town, 
on a sloping ground. It is mainly inhabited by the Bhanjras 
scheduled castes engaged in BamboO! work and stoneware and 
presents a Uniformity in, cultural activities and customs. Kacha 
houses in delapidated conditions, are the main characteristics of 
the housing pattern. The locality lacks adequate civic amenities. 
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Image of neighbourhood 

11. The interviewees from the various sample housefiOlas of 
the above mentioned localities were asked to indicate the physi
cal boundaries of their respective neighbourhoods and also to ex
plain the main characteristics of the same. PUrpQsively it was 
put as an open question to know the level and extent of mutual 
expectations among the neighbours, who live in local proximity. 

12. The number of persons interviewed in different locali· 
ties is as follows :-

Railway Colony 10 

Bharaee Mohalla 10 

Khatik Mohalla 8 

Balmik Basti 

Kurari Mahalla 

Tibi Mohalla 

Total 

!i 

10 

4 

47 

13. Barring a few interviewees, living in the Railway colony 
and the Kurari Mahalla, all the remaining interviewees indicat
ed their respective mahallas as their neighbourhoods. Since 
Kurari MahalIa and Railway colony are quite big in area, the 
interviewees living therein mentioned a part of their respective 
localities as their neighbourhoods up to the extent of social and 
moral bindings. 

14. The characteristics of the neighbourhoods were des
cribed variedly by the different interviewees. These include 
antiquity, land-scape, site, ethnology and socio-economic baCK
ground of the population. Some of the details as explained by 
the interviewees for different neighbourhoods are mentioned 
below:-

15. During the course of field enquiry in the railway 
colony, three criterion viz. physiography of the area, residential 
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pattern and ethnic composition of the popUlation were empha. 
sized. All interviewees considered this area as a planned :resi
dential colony on a gentle slope. The facilities of a club, play-
ground and hospital etc. are available. Out of ten interviewees, 
two pointed out the absence of a separate market for the railway 
colony. The selected area is mainly inhabited by the persons 
working in the railway establishments and they seem to be 
satisfied by their ,living conditions. In fact this is only locality 
which is well-planned and has all possible facilities for com
fortable living for thel>inhabitants belonging to different groups. 

16. In Bharaee Mohalla, ten persons were interviewed. 
All the persons explained the area as levelled upland with the 
prominence of old houses in deteriorating condition. It is an 
enclosed Mohalla s'Urrounded by agricultural fields, railway 
quarters and railway lines. The 'neighbourhood' is dominated 
by the Hindu community. Residents belong to the poor sections 
of the business community and include skilled workers. Two 
interviewees particularly complained about the non-availability 
of drinking water facilities. People get drinking water from a 
distant railway tap. Marketing and educational facilities are 
also absent in the area. Informants were of the view that the 
area lacks cleanliness. 

17. Eight schedules were canvassed in Khatik Mohalla; 
Khatiks in this area are generally poor and live in most un
hygienic environments. The residents often become flood vic
tims during the rainy season. The streets are unplanned, 
kaccha and invariably dirty. The presence of slaughter house 
and piggery adds to the unhygienic condition of the locality. 
Like other areas of the town there is watel'l shortage in! the 
Mohalla which often causes bickering among women. Inspite of 
all the drawbacks, the medical, educational and shopping facili
ties are easily! available to the residents. 

18. Five persons were interviewed. They described the 
area as an enclosed locality at the foot of the high-lands of 
Kalka town. The inhabitants belong to the Balmiki (Hindu) com
munity. The inhabitants are working as sweepers either in 
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offices or private houses and some of them are also working as 
labourers. The interviewees pointed out that there is acute 
shortage of drinking water in the area. The unit is little away 
from the main market. Most of the houses are kachha and 
single-storeyed. Only two houses are double storeyed. Living 
conditions of the area are very poor.' 

19. Ten persons were interviewed from this locality. The 
mohalla is named after the Kurari estate. The locality has 
flourished on a gentle slope situated towards south of the town. 
It is densely populated and is being predominantly inhabited by 
business community of the town. The sanitary condition in this 
area are quite satisfactory. Houses are mostly double or triple 
storeyed which have been recently renovated. Most of the houses 
possess basic amenities e.g. electric connections, water taps, 
kitchen and bathrooms. The streets are pucca and fitted with 
flourescent tube lights. The inhabitants of the locality have an 
easy approach to busstand, railway station, commercial mar
kets and civil hospital, which are located in close proximity to 
the area. Though I the area has all the facilities still it is not 
free from water scarcity. People are confronted with water 
shortage which becomes acute/in summers. 

20. As it is situated on Tibba (Hillock) it is known as Tibbi 
Mohalla. Only four schedules I were filled in this mohaUa. Peo
ple living in this area are very poor and are engaged in their 
traditional occupation of leather processing, shoe-making and 
repairing. There are also a number of houses of Bhanjras who 
are/engaged in Bamboo work and stoneware. The commer
cial relations between Ramdasia Chamars and Bhanjras is very 
restricted as the latter consider themselves superior to Chamars. 
Living conditions of this locality are very poor. Houses are 
single storeyed mostly kaccha and lack proper,ventilation. Only 
5-6 houses are double storeyed. Streets are kaccha, crooked and. , 
narrow. The heaps of debris dumpe::1 near the locality breeds 
foul smell and give rise to unhygenic conditions. There are only 
two municipal taps in the locality and: people are always faced 
with acute wat~r shortage. 
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Religious, cultural and social activities inside the neighbourhood : 

21. During the field investigation, it was, however, obserVed 
that the inhabitants do not have many religious or cultural func
tions to perform in the neighbourhood. Social congregation is 
lacking due to the absence)Of formal association in different 
neighbourhoods and town. They try to utilize the time in visit
ing their friends,. relatives living in town or gossip with their 
neighbours. 

22. There are a few religious institutions in town which 
perform kirtan and havan on certain fixed days. In fact people 
are more concerned with earning their livelihood instead of hav
ing formal associations. Persons from different colOnies have 
mentioned a few religious, !cultural and social activities either 
in neighbourhood or town. 

23. The inhabitants of railway colony \seems to take most 
active part in the social, religious and cultural activities. The 
railway institute, railway ground and Roman Catholic Church 
are the places for these activities. The railway institute arranges 
dramas, kirtans, fancy [dress and cinema-shows. Four respon
dents said that their families have participated actively in ,aU 
these functions, while other had stated that they were mer~IY 
the spectators. All these functions are a good source of enter
tainment and recreation. Three Christian interviewees said 
that they regularly attend the Sunday mass held in Church. Rest 
of the persons ihave not mentioned anything about the mass. 

I 

Every year, residents of Railway colony and Bharaee MahalIa, 
arrange Ramliia which is staged in Railway ground. Sometimes, 
kirtan is also arranged by the people of Bharaee Mohalla. The 
eight respondents stated that ithey have participated in Gugga
Nomi celebration in the town. 

24. In Balmiki Basti, there is a small temple of Rishi Bal
miki, where every year 'Kavi Darbar' is organised on Balmiki'S 
Birthday. Only a few local people participate in 'Kavi Darbar' 
While rest of the persons are merely audience. 
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25. J anmashtmi and Guruparb are the two religious func
tions which are celebrated in Kurari Mohalla Iwith great ellthu· 
siasm. Five respondents participated actively in organising the 
functions while the remaining five respondents were spectators. 

26. Respondents \from Khatik Mohalla and Tibba Mohalla 
reported the absence of all these activities in their neighbour
hoods. But one respondent from Khatik Mohalla stated that 
his son participated in a Drama, which was staged in Railway 
Institute. Rest of the interviewees from different neighbour· 
hoods gave no comments about religious, cultural and social 
activities outside the neighbourhood. 

Educational Facilities 

27. Primary educational facilities are available in. the 
railway COlony. Six out of ten interviewees informed Us 'that 
they were in need of Post-graduate educational facilities which 
are at present available only at Chandigarh. There is an 
Industrial Institute for girls in the town, but the respondents 
are not' availing themselves of this facility. 

28. In Bharaee Mohalla, even primary level educational faci
lities do not exist. The inhabitants have to send their wards for 
primary or higher education to the schoolsJcolleges situated in 
other units of the town. The interviewees showed their willing. 
ness to send their 'Children outside the town for post-graduate 
studies. 

29. The Khatik Mohalla does not have any school. The resi
dents send their children outside the locality for education. 
Due to their poor economic conditions, most of them cannot 
afford education beyond higher secondary level. Similarly, 
the Balmikis of Scheduled Castes prefer to put their wards in 
economic pursuits at a comparatively early age rather than to 

send them to schools/colleges for higher education. 

30. Kurari Mohalla is mainly inhabited by the middle class 
of the town who are more conscious about the education of their 
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children. They prefer to impart education upto the degree 
level for which the facilities are available in the town to their 
children rather than to involve them early in economic activity. 

Medical Facilities 

31. The Railway Colony is the only neighbourhood unit 
where the allopathic medical facilities are available within the 
locality and most of the residents are availing themselves of 
these, while the residents of other localities depend their outside 
neighbourhood units. People generally have more faith in 
allopathic treatment as compared to the Un ani and Homeopathic 
systems. The Civil Hospital of the town caters to quite a good 
number of patients due to the availability of free-medical consul
tations and medicines. 

Recreational Facilities 

32. Recreational facilities such as playground, club and lib
rary etc. are available in the Railway Colony. The inhabitants of 
other neighbourhood units have to visit other localities. The 
Gandhi Library of the Municipal Committee also provides 
reading facilities to the people. The local cinema exhibits 

I 

Indian and English pictures which provide a major source of 
recreatiOn to the majority of the residents of the town as well 
as to the neighbouring villages. 
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CHAPTER IX 

ORGANISATION OF POWER AND PRESTIGE 

'The socio-political power and prestige, in the town seems 
to be concentrated in the hands of a few persons. These indivi
duals have been able to carve out their special position in their 
respective localities and in the town as a whole. Kalka being a 
small town, the persons who are prestigious at the locality level 
are given respect in the town as well. They have a 
dominant voice in the meetings and deliberations held in the 
town. It will not be out of place to mention that most of the 
prestigious personalities, are political leaders, and have vested 
interests. Their policies are politically motivated and generally 
find strong opposition from the other parties. This tends to 
retard the development of t~e town. In Kalka, the political 
activities are solely controlled by two elites i.e. Mr Kishori Lal 
and Sardar Lachhman Singh. 

2. Mr. Kishori LaI, aged 60, is a Bania by caste and is a regu
lar member of All-India Congress (R). He is a transport magnate 
by occupation and wields great influence on the political scene 
of the town. Mr. Lachhman Singh is main contestant of 
Mr. Kishori Lal in the State Assembly elections. He is a leading 
contractor of forests. 

3. The 'Jan Sangh Party' is represented by Mr Bast Ram, 
who is Khatri by caste. The other prominant leaders of the 
party are, Vaid Onkar Nath and Shri Shiv Prasad Goyal. Both 
are chemists by profession. 

4. The communist party is represented by Shri Kartar 
Singh Lamba, who is a contractor and is about 45 years old. 
The other prominant figures of party are Shri Lachhman Singh, 
tailor master and Shri Swaran Singh. 

5. These ithree parties alongwith an independent candidate 
are havint:! their respective support in the different localities. 
Although. the prominant political parties mentioned in foregoing 
paras always nominate their candidates for contesting the 
State Assembly elections yet the real contest has always been 
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among the nominee of Congress Party and an independent con
testant i.e. Shri Lachhman Singh, Contractor. There is always 
close contest between these two for, winning the election. It 
has often been said that free kitchens, transport etc. are pro
vided during the campaign. 

6. The V~lish community who were the original settlers 
in the town dominate the social, economic and political activi
ties. They hold this position due to their economic as well as 
numerical strength. Majority of them are owning immovable 
property in the different residential localities and also run the 
commercial and transport units which are a source of employ
ment in the town. The Vaish community also wields good in
fluence in the Municipal and State Assembly and Parliament 
Elections as well in the management of social organisations etc. 
They also contribute liberally for the sound functioning of 
religious and educational institutions. 

7. In the Municipal elections, besides the merit of the 
candidate. the support of the influential persons also plays a 
major role in deciding the election results. It has been gathered 
from the knowledgeable persons of the town that the affiliation 
of the candidate to particular political party makes little impact 
on the election results as the social standing of the contestant 
matters much. In other words, the local affiliations are more 
dominant in the municipal elections as compared to the Assembly 
or Pa7liament elections. Hence, the power and prestige varies in 
'he tClwn from ward to ward in case of Municipal elections. 
Besides the persons belonging to the predominant ethnic group 
are always at the helm of affairs, in municipal elections. 

8. During the field survey, it was observed that the ·ethnic 
groups, CnTIstituting the population of a Mohalla, a locality 
and. ward. always determine the social-political standing of a 
leader. The predominance of an ethnic group prevails in local 
bodi<>s as wen as on political SC€'1e. Tn case of local bodies 
elections a nerson belongine- to Chamar or Jhinwar (Backward 
or scheduled caste) has been elected representative in ward No. I. 
It can be seen that ward No. I largely consists of Balmik Basti, 
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Tibbi Mohalla with concentration of Chamar and Balmik 
population. 

9. In ward No. II, J ains dominate the social life. They 
constitute a powerful and prestigious group and contribute 
largely on the socio-economic functions held in the town. 
Formerly, the president of the municipal committee was Jain 
by caste. 

10. In ward No, III, Khatiks and Banias are the 
castes. The Khatiks enjoy the reserved seat due to 
population, while the Banias are leading due to their 
economic hold. 

major 
their 

strong 

11. Ward No. IV, include railway quarters as well as single 
storeyed kuccha-pucca houses of functional castes like Black
smiths, Carpenters and Shoe-makers. The functional castes 
are always successful in getting their member elected. Here 
social prestige granted to a person by predominant ethnic group 
-:l~termines his political status. 

12. Although, ward No. V largely comprises of railway 
quarters yet the agricultural area belonging to Kanet Rajputs 
(who originally owned the1Kurari estate) falls adjacent to the 
colony. The Kanets constituted a powerful group in the town 
during the British period, but their influence declined with the 
passage of time as many of them migrated to adjoining villages 
to persue their traditional occupation of cultivation. But the 
existing household of this community in lower Kurari MahalIa 
wield influence in political activities. Thus, Kanets are gene
rally elected from the Kurari Mohalla or the wards situated in 
the neighbourhood. 

13. In ward No. X and XI, the inhabitants generally belong 
to the trading class. The area includes, the Main Bazar where 
commercial establishments of the town are concentrated. In this 
area, the economic status of a person largely determines his 
power and prestige. Money plays a great role in popularising 
a maR. In other words, persons are respected due to their .. 
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financal positions. As stated earlier, the main business of the 
town is controlled by the Baniyas and Khatris, so they invariably 
sponsor their candidates in the above-mentioned wards. 
Although, the politics in other wards is also to some extent 
influenced by these persons, yet the predominance of ethnic 
group is difficult to challenge. In general elections when the 
number of candidates is limited and they are fielded by major 
political parties financial position over rules the ethnic groups. 
The voters are generally impressed by the prestigious and 
powerful representatives of various groups. The only difference 
is that due to lack of financial resources, ethnic groups do not 
try to measure their strength by contesting elections with the 
candidates belonging to richer strata of the town. 

14. The interviewees were requested to indicate the names 
of five most respectable persons of their respective localities. 
The interviewees belonged to different castes and had varied 
professions. These perSOns have acquired their status after a 
close association and primary social interaction with the inhabi
tants of their localities respectively. The selection of respect
able persons by people are often made on the basis of social 
behaviour, moral character and humanitarian approach. The 
poor economic status of the individuals generally do not debar 
the person for enjoying this position. 

15. In the railway colony, the names of Sarvshri Shadi Lal 
and S. K. Mehta were mentioned by 8 interviewees each. They 
are working in the Northern Railway and belong to the Khatri 
Caste. These persons are not holding any office in socio
religious organisation of the town. Out of 10 respondents, who 
have given informations about prestigious persons, 8 respon
dents consider these men as the most prestigious. In Bharaee 
MahalIa, 10 households were covered to know about the respec
table persons of the locality. TheJc1ass IV employees of the rail
way establishment are largely living in ihis area. Shri Banarsi 
Dass, who is Baniya by caste and owns a shop, has 
secured maximum score (8) as respectable person of the locality, 
In other words, 8 out of 10 households have considered him the 
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most respected person of the locality. However, he is not hold. 
ing any office in municipal or other religious body of the town. 

16. The Khatik Mohalla is the slum area of the town. There 
is close social interaction among its inhabitants, as most of them 
belong to the same caste. Due to economic and ethnic similarity 
among the inhabitants, a great value is attached to respectable 
and influential persons of the locality. They are the spokesmen 
of their community and represent the masses on various socio
religious occasions. Due care has been taken while enquiring 
the details of most respectable persons. Out of 8 households 
covered in the locality, as many as 7 households have named 
Sarvshri Nanu Ram and Narain Dass as the most respected 
persons. But Shri Babu Lal has been elected as member of the 
municipal committee from the locality. The occupation of these 
respected persons is mostly shop-keeping. 

17. Only 5 households were covered, in Balmiki Basti to 
collect the particulars of the five most respected persons of the 
locality. It may be mentioned here that the Balmiks are also a 
primary group having close social interaction with each other. 
The religious minded persons are respected most in the locality. 
They differentiate between respected and influential persons by 
stating that persons with moral character have prestige and 
respect while on the contrary the persons with economic and 
political backing are influential. Out of five prestigious persons, 
as many as four have the same score (8) that they are also 
respected persons of the locality and these persons are employed 
in the railway establishments and municipal services. 

18. In Kurari Mohalla, mostly the Brahmins being superior 
in the caste heirarchy have been considered as the most 
respected persons of the locality although the area is inhabited 
by some of the leading businessmen, belonging to Baniya caste 
of t1;le town. Besides, they also take a leading part in arrang
ing Bhajan, Kirtan and other religious functions in the locality I 
town. The field investigations have also revealed that Baniyas 
are the most influential persons of the locality due to their 
sound. economic position. 
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20. The table shows that Sh. Kishori Lal, aged 60, belonging 
to Vaish caste of Hindu religion has obtained the highest influence 
score (35). He is a transport contractor of A.C.C. of Bhupindra 
Cement Works. He is a member of the Congress Party (R) ana 
has won the Assembly elections on the congress ticket from the 
Kalka constituency. It has also been gathered that he contri
butes freely for the socia-religious functions in the town. The 
railway employees and the business community are both 
admirers of Shri Kishori Lal. 

21. In the heirarchy of influential persons Shri Lachhman 
Singh, who is working as Forest Contractor ranks second. He 
belongs to the Sikh religion and is a graduate. He is one of 
the richest persons of the town. He actively participates in the 
political, social and religious activities of the town/ area. He 
gives a tough battle in the Assembly elections and always fjghts 
the elections as an independent candidate. He won the elections 
in the year 1967 and became a Minister of the Haryana State 
in the United Front Ministry. In the mid-term poll, he lost 
the contest to Shri Kishori Lal of the Congress Party (R). 

22. Shri Shankar Das ranks third in the category of 
influential persons. He is 55 years old and belongs to Jhinwar 
caste of Hindu religion. He deals in whole-sale of fruits and 
vegetables and has wide social contacts in the! town. He is 

I 

known for his social services and takes keen interest in the 
betterment of the town. He has been elected as thel President 
of the Municipal Committee. 

23. Shri Bast Rar~ : s another influential person of the 
\ 

town. At the time of the enquiry, he is holding the office 
of the President of the Bhartiya Jan Sangh party. He belongs 
to Khatri caste of Hindu religion and runs the grocery shop 
in the town. He is known for his social and political activities 
in the town/area. 

24. Shri Lachhman Singh of the Rajput Community is 
another political figure of the town. He is active member 
of the All-India Communist Party. He runs a tailor shop 
in the town. 
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25. It can be observed from the above table that the 
influential persons reported by the respondents belonging to 
different castes and classes are mostly political personalities. 
The respondents could not throw much light on the socio
philanthropic activities of these personalities. Thus, the 
political activities of these persons have brought them into 
lime-light. 

Particulars of ethnic groups playing dominant role in the life 
of the town 

26. During the field enquiry, a number of knowledgeable 
persons belonging to various castes were contacted to indi
cate the names of ethnic groups which are dominant in the 
town. Most of the respondents were of the view that before 
partition of the country, the Sheikhs and Kasabs of Muslim 
religion were the dominant groups but later on the Vaishs 
migrated from the nearby areas replaced these communities 
due to their better economic conditions. It was gathered 
that the Vaish monopolised trade and commerce especially 
pertaining to potato and grains and transport activities of 
the town and this situation still prevails. In the political and 
economic and social activities also they wield good influence. 
They also take active part in the organisation of religious func
tions like Ram Lila, Dussehra, Janmashtmi. etc. and dominate 
organizations like the Arya Samaj and Sanatan Dharam 
Sabhas. In the political parties organizations they are also 
being overwhelmingly Tepresented. The present member of 
the Haryana Legislature Assembly Shri Kishori Lal belongs 
to the Vaish Community. 

'27. In the powerful ethnic groups, next comes the 
Khatris. They are mostly refugee in~migrants who settled 
in the town after the partition of the countrv. They have 
set up the shops dealing in various articles. . 

28. In the early period of their settlement in the town, they 
could not compete with the Baniya (Vaish) group in social 
or economic spheres. With the passage of time, and the 
development of Chandigarh, many leading families of Vaish 
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group shifted to that place thus paving the way for the 
Khatri community to establish itself as one of the leading 
castes of the town. After rehabilitating themselves in 
economic activities they also started taking interest in the 
social activities of the town and to wield their influence. 
Presently, the Khatris also hold a good number of offices in 
the social and political organisations of the town. They are 
also engaging themselves in the transport business. 

Arya Samaj Sabha 

29. Like in other towns of the country the Arya Samaj 
Sabha was established in the town as early as 1911. The 
primary object of the Samaj is to propagate Sanskrit and Vedic 
teachings among the masses and to remove the stigma of un
touchability. The Sabha could not flourish during the British 
period partly due to financial difficulties as well as lack of 
initiative on the part of the influential persons of the town. 
In I addition, the predominant ethnic group of the town i.e. 
Vaish were largely followers of Sanatan Dharam practices. 
However, after the partition, the Arya Samaj Sabha played an 
important role in facilitating the settlement of the refugee in
migrants in the town. Many refugees, particularly of Khatri 
caste came into its fold. The Arya Samaj Sabha made a humble 
beginning in the educational activities of the town when in the 
year 1947 Arya Primary School for girls was established. With 
the constant endeavour of the organizers the school was up
graded to high standard in ,the year 1962. At present, Dr Amar 
Nath, aged 50 of Khatri caste of Hindu religion is work-

\ 

ing as president. About 45 persons are the active members of 
the Sabha and the office-bearers are being elected annually by 
the members. Shri P. D. Bansal. aged 40 and Baniya by caste 
is working as secretarv while Shri Hans Raj, aged 50 of Sood 
caste ac'"s as a cashier., There is no fixed membership fee and, 
donations are being accepted to run the educational and othe,. 
activities of the Sabha It has been observed that the pt'TSOPS 

with high reputation in the social and religious activties are 
elevated to the various offices of the Sabha. It has been found 
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that the followers of Arya Samaj generally support the candi
date of Bhartiya Jan Sangh in the various elections. 

Sanatan Dharam Sabha 

30. It is perhaps one of the oldest Hindu religious institu
tions of \ the town. It was established in the year 1908 and is 
patronised by the largest section of the population especially 
the richer section of the Vaish community of the town. The 
primary object of the Sabha is to promote Sanskritic activities 
among the inhabitants and arrange socia-religious functions in 
the town. The Sanatan Dharam Sabha is also controlling the 
affairs of Sat N arain Temple and Thakur Dwara: Mandir of the 
town. The Sabha also provides utensils etc. for the marriages 
etc. in the town. The members also organize Janamasthmi, 
Ram Nawmi, Ram Lila and Dussehra festivals. The S: D. 
Higher Secondary School is being patronised by this Sabha. 
IV has the maximum strength of 150 members. Shri Piarey Lal, 
aged 55, of Vaish caste was functioning as . President during the· 
field inquiry. He is transporter by profession. The other 
posts are of Secretary, Joint Secretary and Cashier. 

31. Social leaders representing various religious interests; 
also playa vital role in the socio-political life of the town. 
Apart from organising religious functions, they also act as 
spokesmen of aggrieved persons to the authorities. In case of 
admissions in educational institutions; upliftment of the mohalla 
(residential locality), installation of street lights and taps; care
lessness of the Government as well as municipal officials in 
redressing the public complaints, these social leaders represent 
the public views. They have closer links with the people as 
compared to political and municipal leaders of the town. The 
importance of these persons is further enhanced during' the 
election campaigns when most of the political parties approach 
them for enlisting their support. Sometimes, unscrupulous 
persons exploit the situation during the election campaigns. 
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CHAPTER X 

LEISURE & RECREATION, SOCIAL PARTICIPATION, 
SOCIAL AWARENESS, RELIGION AND CRIME 

Leisure time is that period of the day when a person is not 
sleeping, eating or working, and recreation is the form of acti
vity that is persued during this leisure time. Games, play, 
hobbies and other various types of pleasurable persuits are 
recreational activities. 

2. Like most of the towns of the State, Kalka does not 
have many recreational centres, where the residents can pass 
their leisure time. Due to topography in the town, there are 
not many play-grounds, gardens, parks and other centres of re
creation. Except for visits to the Municipal Library or morning 
and evening walks on the roads, there is not much choice left 
for recreation to the residents. In Kalka, the note-worthy! re
creational institutions are as follows:-

Parks and play grounds 

3. There is one children's park in Gandhi Chowk area. It 
is quite spacious and has been provided with swings, different 
types of merry-go-round and Scea-Saws. It was established 
after partition and is known as Gauwara. 

4. Another children's park is situated in Railway Colony 
near Railway Institute where most of the outdoor games for 
children are provided. 

5. There is one huge play-ground near the railway road. 
This playground was levelled in 1942 and is maintained by 
Railway Institute. Very often tournaments are enaged on this 
ground. 

6. There is one military playground also. This ground is only 
utilized by military personnel. From th~ above description, it 
is clear that there is no park for adults. 

Northern Railway Institute 

7. The Northern Railway Institute was established in 1950 
with a view to provide cultural and recreational facilities to 
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the railway employees posted at Kalka. All the employees 
working in the Railway establishment are eligible for member
ship of the Institute by paying the prescribed subscription. 
Some life members are also found in the institute. It provides 
facilities for in-door as well as out-door games. Among in-door 
games, mention may be made of badminton, carrom, table
tennis and cards. The institute arranges inter-state tourna-

I 

ments and ties with Mohun Bagan, Leader's Club and team of 
other railway clubs. The amenities for children's recreation are 
also provided in the institute. It also arranges cultural pro
grammes and film shows for the members. A small library 
and reading room are also attached to the institute where a 
number of magazines and newspapers are SUbscribed. The 
bUilding has a big hall with as many as seven rooms. It was 
constructed in 1950 by the northern railway, and three part
time employees have been engaged for maintaining the insti
tute. The President is a class I gazetted officer of the railway 
establishment and is nominated by the Railway authorities for 
a term of one year. 

Liberty Cinema 

8. Commercial recreation is provided by a permanent cinema 
hall, knOwn as the liberty cinema. It is situated near the rail
way crossing at the southern end of the town. It was establish. 
ed in 1940 by Mr. A. C. Bogra. In fact, this area is known as 
Bogra Nagar. It was renovated in 1960 with new and latest 
R.C.A. Double sound equipment. Floor space of the hall is 
30' x 7~' and projection length being 85', but the hall is not 
air-conditioned. The total seating capacity of the hall is 318 
(40 in Balcony and 278 in 1 stall) . The ticket rates of Balcony 
are Rs. 2.40, Stall 1st Class Rs. 1.60 and 2nd Class 0.96 Ps. per 
ticket. Like other cinema halls at other places, military per
sonnel are entitled for concessional rates on production of the 
identity card. 

9. Both Indian and foreign movies arelbeing screened here. 
The Indian pictures are mostly in Hindi and a few in Punjabi. 
The English films are rarely exhibited and that too on Sundays. 
There are two shows daily on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,. 
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and Friday .and three shows daily on the remaining days of the 
. week. 

10. The staff of the cinema comprises one manager, one 
booking clerk, five gate-keepers, one operator, and two watch
men. The manager gets Rs. 260/- per month as salary while 
the booking clerk and the operator get Rs. 150/- each and the 
gate-keepers Rs 120/- each per month. On an average about 
Rs. 1,200/- are being spent per month on the establishment. 
'he hall of the cinema is exclusively utilized for exhibiting 
.lotion pictures. 

Gandhi Municipality Library 
11. After 'two years 01 independence, the Municipal Com

mittee took the initiative to establish a public library in the 
town. It is located in Gandhi Chowk area. It is located in 
heart of town and is easily accessible from all the localities. 

12. The Library has a reading, hall provided with 3 big 
reading tables, few chairs anct benches. The book shelves are 
kept along the walls of hall. 

13. Library timings are from 8 a.m. to 12 noon in the 
morning & 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the evening. Quite a{ number of 
persons are regular visitors of the library. In fact, it is the only 
source of recreation and recoupment. Almost all popular 
magazines, newspapers and journals are available in the 
library. Other books in library are mostly fiction in Hindi, 
English, Urdu and Punjabi, and a few are on literature. The 
total number of books in different languages is 3,138. The 
security for membership is Rs. 5/- and subscription per year 
and per month are Rs. 3 and 0.30 Ps. respectively. 

14. Since it is situated close to bus stand , it often provides 
shelter to passengers from Sun and rain. Also the small 
verandah in front of library serves as booking place for buses 
coming from and going to Simla-Chandigarh. 

Particulars of Newspapers and Journals 

I 5' In India" unlike in the Western countries, people in 
general cannot afford to procure Radios and Television sets, so 
newspaper is largely used as means of mass media. It can form 
an index for determining the social and' cultural trend of the 
region. Kalka being a small service town, a limited number of 
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newspaper, magazines and journals are received in the town. The 
following table shows the number of newspapers, magazines 
and journals coming in the town. 

Name of 
publication 

The Statesman Ltd. 
Pradeep 
Hindi Milap 
Ajit 
Daily Milap 
The Tribune 
Indian Express News-

Papers Pvt. Ltd. 
Hindustan Times Ltd. 

Haryana Patrika 
Daily Pratap 

The Times of India 
Ltd. 

The Statesman Ltd., 
In dian Express News 

Papers 
Hbdustan Times Ltd. 
The Times of India 

Ltd. 

The Times of India 
Ltd. 

Name of News
paper, Magazine, 
Journal 

2 

Daily News P2per 

Statesman 
Pradeep 
Hindi Milap 
Ajit 
Daily Milap 
The Tribune 
Indian Express 

Hindustan Times 
Hindustan 
Haryana Patrika 
Daily Pratap 
Vir Pratap 
The Times ofIndia 
New Bharat Times 

Weekly 

Junior Statesman 
Sunday Standard 

Saptahik Hindustan 
Illustrated Weekly 
Times Weekly 

Dharmyug 
Dinman 
Ravi Bharat 

Fortnightly 

Filmfare 
Madhuri 
Femina 
Inderjal comics 
Inderjal comics 

Monthly 

Hindustan Times Ltd. Kadambini 
Madan 

The Times of India Praga 
Ltd. Sarika 

Science Today 

Language 
in which 
published 

3 

English 
Urdu 
Hindi 
Panjabi 
Urdu 
English 
English 

English 
Hindi 
Hindi 
Urdu 
Hindi 
English 
Hindi 

English 
English 

Hindi 
English 
English 
Hindi 

HincJi 
Hindi. 

Eng ]ish 
Hindi 
En gJish 
En glish 
Hindi 

Hindi 
Hindi 
Hindi 
Hindi 
English 

168 

Place of 
pub Iication 

4 

Delhi 
Jullundur City 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Chandigarh 
Delhi 

Delhi 
Delhi 
Chandigarh 
Jullundur Cit y 

Ditto 
Delhi 
Delhi 

Calcutta 
Delhi 

Delhi 
Delhi 
Delhi 
Bomba y 
Ditto 
Dii.to 

Bombay 
')itto 
Ditto 
Oil to 
Ditto 

Delhi 
Ditto 
Delhi 
Ditto 
Bomba y 



16. From the above table it is : clear that different news
papers of Hindi, English, Urdu and Punjabi languages are 
purchased by the irihabitants of Kalka, but the number of 
Punjabi and Urdu newspapers is comparatively less. Only 72 
persons buy Urdu newspapers. All these persons belong to old 
age and do not have fluency in Hindi and English languages, as 
prior to partition, Urdu was in vogue. A few copies of Punjabi 
newspapers also come to the town. The total number of differ
ent Hindi and English newspapers is almost the same but 
number of copies of Hindi weekly, fortnightly, and monthly 
magazines far exceeds the number of magazines in English. 

17. The magazines published in Hindi language are more 
popular among the inhabitants of Kalka. The lesser circula
tion of English magazines reveals that the people have not 
developed a taste for English literature. 

18. All the newspapers and magazines are received by 
Bharat News Agency and Arun Book Depot who are the distri
butors in the 'town. 

Religious Institutions 

19. Definite type of religious buildings are the index of 
religious beliefs of particular caste or communities. All types 
of religious institutions are present in the town. Thes~ include 
temple, gurdwara, church, mosque, etc. Brief description 
of these institutions have been furnished in the following para
graphs. 

20. The details of three important temples viz. I Radha 
Krishna Mandir, Satya Narayan Mandir and Kali Mai Mandir 
have been discussed in the following paragraphs:-

Radha Krishna Mandir 

21. It is the most important religious temple of the town 
and is situated in the Kurari Mohalla. It was established in 1920 
and was expanded and renovated during the year 1966. According 
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to the local people, initially it was the house of an old 
religious-minded woman, who had no issue. She promised to 
give her property for the caUSe of construction of the temple. 
She was known as Bhagtani and the Mandir was constructed 
in 1920 by the local residents to fulfil her desire. With the 
collections of donations, the Mandir was renovated in 1965. It 
is a square shaped building with a steel gate. There is a smaU 
dais in the centre of the structure where the idols of Lord 
Krishna and Radha have been installed. In addition, the deities 
of Durga Mata, Laxmi Narayan, Hanuman Jee and Panch 
Privar are also placed on the small inches made in temple's 
wall. The present idols of Lord Krishna and Radha were 
brought from J aipur in 1968. The Pujari opens the temple at 
5.30 A.M. for performing his daily rites and rituals. It remains 
open from 5.30 A.M. to 8.30 A.M. and 5.00 P.M. to 8.30 P.M. 
Generally, devotees visit the temple in the evening The 
Hindus have deep faith in the temple. The temple is well
maintained. The main festival being organised in the temple 
is Janamashthmi, when nearly 5,000 people visit the 
temple and offer their contribution in form of money and 
sweets. No caste restrictions have been laid for entering the 
temple. The Pujari has an access to the inner sanctum where 
the principal deities are placed. He is the permanent functionary 
of the' temple whose main duty is to perform Puja and to look 
after the temple. The management of the temple is in the 
hands of an elected committee, mainly comprising Brahmins of 
.he town with four office-bearers namely President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Satya Narayan Mandir 

22. It is another important temple of the town. It was estab
lished in 1901 and is situated in the Upper MahalIa. According 
to local people, the place where the temple was constructed 
was the seat of ~ a renowned Sidh. The construction 
was initiated after the death of the Sidh by a Government offi
cial who was working at Simla. The main deity is of Satya 
Narayan placed in between the idols of Ganesh Jee and Laxmi 
Jee. The other deities of Bhaironjee, Kali Mata, etc. are made' 
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of comparatively rough stone and are placed on the outter 
portion of the temple. One part-time Pujari has been engaged 
for performing the puja of the deities, by the authorities of 
the temple. The Arti is being performed in the morning as 
well as in the evening and the number of participants on an 
average is 10. The important festivals organised in the temple, 
are Janamashthmi and Govardhan Puja when nearly 200 
devotees visit the temple and make sufficient offerings. The 
temple authorities arrange educational and socio-cultural activi
ties. A primary school is also being run by the temple 
authorities. Brass utensils are also given on loan by the temple 
on the marriage and other social functions. 

23. The temple is not associated with any particular caste 
or sect. In general, people belonging to all castes come for 
offering their prayers. The temple is being managed by a 
committee consisting of few members. The temple has annual 
income of about Rs. 600, besides the fixed assets of Rs 5,000. 

Mandir Kali Mata 

24. It is the oldest and best known temple of the town. 
Its origin can be traced to the distant past. It was constructed 
and aided by the then Maharaja of Patiala. It is situated on 
Simla road, near the police barrier. Kalka was in fact named 
after it. 

25. There is 'a legend about this temple that the 'Kaurvas' 
the mythological heroes of Mahabharata performed religious sac~ 

rifices on tills spot, before proceeding to the' battle field. ! The 
goddess Kali emerged and a shrine was errected at the site. It 
enjoys a commanding position in the religious complex of the 
town as well as in the surrounding areas. People of all castes 
and creed come to this temple for making obeisance. The main 
deity is the goddess Kali who is regarded as one of the principal 
incarnations of the shakti cult. The shape and architectural 
details of the temple are simple. The main building is rectan
gular in shape: and can be divided into three parts. The main 
temple (inner room) is the inter-conical tomb where the principal 
deity of Kali Mai has been installed. The chief priest generally 
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performs Punja in the morning as well as in the evening. The 
deity of Kali Mai is placed in a wooden frame decorated with 
ornaments and silver chains. The inner room is linked with a 
covered varandah. In the vaa-andah, deities o~'Hanumanjee and 
god Bhairon are installed. The; temple faces the 'east and has a 
moderately big courtyard where Kirtan and other congregations 
are held. The temple is associated with Brahmins of the 
Gosain sect. They are the hereditary priests and control the 
management of the temple. They belong to village 'Dhagar' 
situated near the town. The main festivals organised are 
Chait ki Durga Asthmi falling in March/ April, Sawan ki 
Ashthmi falling in JulylAugust and Assoj ki Ashthmi' falling 
in October/November. Nearly 2 to 5 thousand persons 
belonging to all castes come to pay' their obeisance 
from the town and the adjoining villages of Himachal Pradesh 
during the celebration of these festivals. Apart from money 
and sweets, brand new silken scarfs are offered by the 
worshippers to the principal deity. A fair is also held during 
ihese festivals. 

26. The other temple of importance is tEe Shri'Digamber 
Jain Mandir. It was established in 1907. The idols of 24 gods 
)f Digamber Jain Sect have been placed within its main struc

,;ure. The main festival celebrated is Ananf'Chodash falling 
',n the August/September. The management is in the hands of 
Digamber Jain Sabha, Kalka. 

27. Mention has also to be made of Ramjee 'ka Mandir, 
Sanatan Dharam Mandir in Railway colony and Arya Samaj 
Mandir near the Busstand. Arya Samaj Mandir is being 
managed by the Arya Samaj Sabha of Kalka; which invariably 
organize the Satsangs and talks on the Arya Samaj Prachar. 

Churches 

28. There are two churches in the town. Both are 
situated on the Railway Road. Both the churches served as 
places of worship to the Britishers who used to pass through 
Kalka on their way to Simla. The Roman Catholic employed in 
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the Railway workshop or in military services felt the necessity 
to have a Roman Catholic Chapel in the town. The Roman 
Catholic Church known as St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church 
was established with the assistance of the Roman Catholic 
Society of India during 1968 in one of the buildings of the old 
church. It is controlled and managed by Catholic bishops of 
Simla and Chandigarh. Daily morning Mass is held at 9 A.M. 
except on Sunday when it is held at 9.30 A.M. Canonical prayers 
are made after morning mass as well as in the evening. About 
25 perSOK parlicipate in the prayer. 

Gurudwaras 

29. There are two note-worthy Gurudwaras in the town. 
One is situated on the Kasauli Road in Upper Mohalla and the 
other near Kali Mai Temple. The Gurudwara, situated on 
Kasauli road was established in 1930 and is under the manage
ment of Shri Singh Sabha Gurudwara Committee (Ramdasia) 
of Kalka town. 'Gurpurab', the birth days of Shri Guru Nanak 
and Guru Gobind Singh are the main functions organized by 
this Gurudwara. Sabads from Guru Granth Sahib are being 
recited daily. 

30. The other Gurudwara situated near Kali Mai Mandir 
was established in 1920. It is controlled and managed by 
Gurudwara Shri Guru Singh Sabha of·the town. 

Mosque 

31. The Jama Masjid is situated in Kurari Mohalla. The 
building was constructed in 1920 but it was renovated in 1969 
with the donations made by the muslim employees of railway 
and other organizations. The Imam is the chief religious 
figure"who recites the verses from the Holy Kuran. The Masjid 
is being controlled and managed by the Waqaf Board, Ambala. 

32. These facilities are intended for the entire populaiton 
of Kalka. It has been observed that the residents take active 
part in the functions organised by these centres and they are 
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regular visitors of these institutions. But reading seems to be the 
most popular and regular pastime among most of the residents 
of all age-groups. Some people enjoy the reading ·facilities by 
visiting the library while others get books, magazines and 
newspapers at their places. The type of reading varies with 
age-group and interest of the person. Another important pas
time is paying social calls and gossiping with neighbours in 
leisure time. This is more popular among the lower class as 
they do not have means for other recreational activities. Kirtans 
and Satsangs, which are held at religious places or private 
houses attract a big crowd. The crowd of these gatherings 
constituted house-wives, generally belonging to middle and old
age with enough of time to spare. On the other hand, men are 
often seen playing cards and dice on roadside. This scene is 
more conspicuous on Sundays and other holidays when the 
market is closed. Morning and evening walks are also quite 
common among persons of all age-groups and castes. 

33. Out-door games are not at all popular among youngsters. 
Simetimes, young boys are seen playing cricket but very rarely 
~hey are seen playing hockey, football or volley-ball. The 
'oungsters are often seen going to movies for entertainment. 
l'hey even go to Chandigarh for seeing popular movies. 

Printing Presses 

34. At present. the town has three printing presses. 
namely, Sarla Printing Press, Venus Printing Press and'6handan 
Electric Press. A brief account of these press is given 
below:-

Sada Printing Press 

35. It was started during the year 1967 by Sarvshri Ramesh 
Chand, Padam Chand and Dr. Dharam Paul and is located in 
Lower Bazar. It has an electric printing machine. Printing in 
English. Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu scripts is being undertaken. 
The printing capacity of the press is 1,500 copies per hour. 
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Chandan Electric Press 

36. It was started in the year 1951 by Sh. Shyam Lal Mittal 
of the town and is situated in Lower Bazar. There is one 
letter printing machine with the capacity of printing one 
thousand copies per hour. The printing in Hindi, English, 
Punjabi and Urdu is being undertaken. The I staff of,the press 
consists of one compositor, one printer and two binders besides 
the supervisory staff. 

Venus Print;ing Press 

37. It is one of the leading presses of the town and is situated 
on the Rail way Road. It has recently been started by Sarvshri 
Dev Raj and Kewal Ram. It has one machine of letter 
printing with a capacity to print 1,000 copies per hour. The 
printing in Hindi, Urdu and English scripts is being under
taken. The staff consists of five persons. 

Crime 

38. Crime is anti-social activity universally condemned. 
It is l the constant effort of every group, administration or 
society to limit it as much as possible. Factors conducive to 
crime require proper appraisal and removal. But that is a huge 
task for any society or Government. 

39. Crimes being the negative indices put great effect on 
the social and moral integration of the society. The inform
ation collected from Police Station regarding the crimes com
mitted at Kalka includes the processes of breaking laws and 
reacting toward the laws. 

40. The table furnished below depicts the cases registere~ 

during 1968-69 of the criminal behaviour of the persons, 
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TABLE 

L Oriminal Case 

II. Deviant Behaviour 

(i) Alcoholism 

(Ii) Intention Ito Murder 

8 

29 

1 

41. Particulars recorded abOve in respect of criminal 
cases in the police station, Kalka show that only eight cases 
were registered in the year 1968. It was further revealed that 
only two cases were challaned. Both the criminal cases chal
laned, fall in the category each of theft and house-breaking. 
It is clear that the crime rate of Kalka town is very low. The 
data regarding the deviant behaviour of the inhabitants show 
that most of the cases registered relate to illicit liquor. Twenty
nine cases were registered in the year 1968 of drinking and 
preparing illicit intoxication liquids, which are prohibited by 
law in the State. All the cases recorded above were dealt with 
within the period of le15s than a year at ending in convictions. 
No caSe ended in acquittal. The convicted persons were sent 
to the District Jail, Ambala, because there is no jail in the 
Kalka Town. 
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CHAPTER XI 

LINKAGES AND CONTINUA 

An urban settlement has a close relation with its surround
ing land as far as the mutual dependence for supply and 
dispersal of products and services are concerned. This relation 
is gauged in terms of functional links. These links do not 
have a universal application and differ from one region to 
another, depending on the functions performed by them. In 
general, social, economic and cultural linkages are taken into 
account, while studying the relation of a town with its 
surroundings hinterland, umland or catchment area. The main 
interest in studying Kalka town in context with its hinterland 
lies in its location at the foot-hills of the Sfiivalik \ ranges. As 
the location of the town is such that it acts as an important 
collecting and distributing centre, both for the' products of 
plains and hills, so this hinterland includes the villages of the 
plains as well as of the hilly areas. 

2. Kalka town is located in Ambala District. The phy
siognomy of Ambala District underwent a considerable change 
during the process of reorganisation of the Punjab State on the 
linguistic pattern. The whole of Rupar Tahsil and major 
parts of Kharar Tahsil remained with the Punjab while 
N alagarh Tahsil got merged with the then Simla District of 
the Himachal Pradesh. Kalka Sub-TahSil constitu~ing of 154 
villages wa~ upgrade' L') Tahsil level in the year 1967. The 
boundaries of Kalka Tahsil touch the inter-state boundaries of 
Himachal Pradesh en the north sides and Rupar District cf 
Punjab State on its western side, 

3. As a town, Kalka is not so much a creation but as an 
evolution. Its past history reveals that the town originated as 
a "Parav" for the incoming and outgoing passengers and 
products from hills to plains and vice-versa. With the 
passage of time, Kalka gained importance because of its 
transport activities. A new chss of transporters and middle 
men emerged in the town, The process of economic develop
ment continued and Kalka witnessed a great expansion in its 
socio-economic structure. 
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4. During the last decade a number of factors have 
retarded the proper economic growth of the town. The fast 
development of thorough traffic from Simla hills to plains; 
establishment of Chandigarh in close proximity to Kalka; 
setting up of the Hindustan Machine Tools Factory at Pinjore 
and partial shifting of the railway workshop from Kalka to 
J agadhri are some of the factors responsible for checking the 
further 'expansion of the town. These factors are also res
ponsible for shrinking the areas of umland of the town. Before 
the development of Chandigarh and the sub-urban nucleus 
at Pinjore and Panchkula, the umland of Kalka was 
extended upto village Panchkula on its southern side. At 
present, the town largely depends on the adjoining hilly 
villages of Himachal Pradesh situated on the bridal path of 
Kalka-KasauH as well villages on the Kalka-Simla road, and 
on the villages of plains situated on its south, east and west 
sides within a distance of 5 to 8 kms., for its hinterland. The 
town has both economic and social linkages with its hinter
land. In the present context economic linkages with its hinter
land include mainly, milk supply, vegetable supply, grain 
supply, bus services, banking services and labour supply zones. 
On the other hand, the social linkages include education and 
hospital services catered to the neighbouring villages. 

5. During the present survey. however, it was not 
possible to examine the linkages by visiting all the villages 
in the surrounding areas. Only 8 villages were selected to 
canvass the village schedules. The villages were so selected 
to present the threshold of urban inlluence where it tends 
to become meagre. The following villages were selected for 
the Cl:invassing of village schedules. 
------------------------------_.------

Name of tile 
village 

Distance 
in k.m. from 
Kalka 

2 

Direct ion from 
Kalka 

3 
------------------------------------

Koti 12 North 
2· Poorla J North 
3, Bar 2 West 
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Name of the 
village 

4 P,I~loha 

5. Lohgarh 

G MJjri Jattan 

7 RamPllr Sew[i 

S. Bitna 

Milk Supply Zone 

Distance 
in Km. from 
Kalkl 

2. 

S 

6 

7 

8 

2 

, Dire("tion from 
Kalka 

3 

West 

<;outh-West 

SOlI! h-We~t 

South 

E"s( 

6. The town largely depends on external sources for its 
milk supply. The local milk supply does not meet the full 
requirements due to low yield of the milk and the absence 
of the di;rries in the town. The milk vendors from 
the hilly villages use the handcarts and the villages of 
plain areas, bi-cycles are freely used for bringing the 
milk to the town. These milkmen directly supply the 
milk to the shop-keepers and the residents of the town by 
door delivery during the morning hours. The halwais 

(sweet-meat sellers) also sell milk to the inhabitants of the 
town. The major quantity of the milk, is supplied by the 
villages situated in the west of the town, known as Tagras. 
These villages are predomtnanlty inhaMted by the Gujar 
Communities who traditionally deals in the .cattle rearing. 
Some of the villages' are Tagra Kali Ram, Tagra Hari Singh, 
Tagra Hakimpur. Tagra Kangan and Basdevpur, etc. situated 
at a distance of 3 to 6 km. from the town. The villages of 
Majri Jattan and Lohgarh situated at a distance of 6 to 7 kms. 
respectively from Kalka town on Nalagarh road and Bitna 
village located at a distance of 2 km. towards east in the 
town. The bulk supplies are being received from Koti area 
located on the Kalka-Simla road at a distance of 12 km. 
where the milk vendors also collect the milk from the 
adjoining viUages to augment ;their supplies to the town. 
The Villages located on the Kalka-Ambala Road beyond a 
distance of 10 km. prefer to send their supplies to Pinjore, 
Panchkula, etc. 
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Vegetable Supply Zone 
7. The town gets its vegetable supplies from the local 

villages as well as from Ambala but it gets most of its supplies 
from the hilly areas in respect" of the season vegetables and 
fruits. With the establishment of Chandigarh, Panchkula and 
Pinjore the town has lost the importance in respect of the 
wholesale vegetable market. In addition, with the availability 
of thorough traffic from the hills, the transactions in respect of 
ginger, potato and anardana are also on decline. But still, 
"Kalka caters to. the requirement of the adjoining areas. It has 
also been observed that the seasonal vegetables especially 
cabbage and cucumber are sent outside from the town. It has 
also been noticed that with the increased irrigational facilities, 
the vegetable cultivation is gaining momentum in the hinterland 
Foodgrain Zone 

8. Kalka though situated near the foot-hills, but the food 
habits of its inhabitants are more similar to those people of the 
plains rather than of the hills, as large section of its population 
comprises of refugee migrants and other inmigrants of plains 
who settled in the town over a period of time, Thus, wheat 
form the staple diet of the people. The important crops of the 
region is wheat, maize, grams, groundnut and pulses. Due to 
comparatively low yield and smaller holdings as well as rocky 
land, there is very little surplus quantity of grains available 
with the cultivators. In addition, due to large number of chos 
and nallahs the problem of soil erosion has also been noticed in 
many villages. In the absence of adequte irrigational facili
ties, the rice cultivation is not found favour with the culti
vators. Besides, the establishment of. Hindustan Machine 
Tools Factory at Pinjore and the military area at Panchkula 
has also resulted decline in the available surplus for the 
town. 

9. Due to insufficient production of cereals, the town has 
to depend upon the other markets of the State for meeting 
its own as well as of rural areas requirements. 

Labour Supply Zone 

10. Apart from ~nctioning as collecting and distributing
centre, Kalka also acts as an employment centre for the labour 
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force of its neighbouring villages. The existence of transport com
panies, railway station and railway workshop and other govt. & 
semi govt. offices absorb the skilled as well as unskilled workers 
not only of the town but also of the adjoining areas. The Rail· 
way Workshop has absorbed on regular basis a large section 
of the rural working force. Persons of Kherawali, ' Karanpur 
and N anakpur villages which are situated on the west side 
of the town and of Dattiar and Poorla on Kalka-Simla road 
and Tairon on bridal path of Kasauli usually come to the 
town for work. During the field enquiry, it was gathered 
that out of 40 persons of BUna village, working outside, as 
many as 20 persons were working in Kalka town. In addi
tion, 10 persons of Lohgarh village situated on the Pinjore
Nalagarh road were regularly visiting Kalka for work. To 
sum up, it may be stated that good number of persons from 
Koti, Lohgarh, Paploha villages come to the town for em
ployment purposes. The development of Chandigarh and 
Hindustan Machine Tools Factory at Pinjore are to some 
extent responsible for the shrinkage of the labour supply 
zone of Kalka on its southern side. The employment avenues 
have shrinked due to the partial shifting of the rail way 
workshop as well as non-development of the new industries. 
The rural folks of villages situated in plains on Kalka-Ambala 
road by and large go to Chandigarh for seeking employment. 
Besides, some of the local residents also find employment 
opportunities at Chandigarh and travel daily to their place 
for work. In fact, Chandigarh being the headquarters of 
Punjab and Haryana State Governments had marred the 
labour supply zones of many small towns situated in its 
vicinity. 

Bank Facilities 

11. It has been observed during the field enquiry that the 
influence of banks is quite limited on the villages situated in the 
vicinity of the town. This is partly due to the poor economic 
conditions of the rural people as well as the absence of the 
monetised economy. There is hardly any surplus of main agri
cultural p~oduce and the people augment their income by getting 
,other type of employment. 
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Educational Service 
12. The town is surrounded by a number of scattered villages 

which are generally small in size and population. Natural barriers 
like chos separate these villages from the vicinity of the town. 
Although, most of these villages are being served by primary 
schools but for higher education they have to send their wards to 
Kalka. Accessibility to the town determines the range and 
extent of the influence of the schools Of Kalka on the sur
rounding rural areas. This accessibility also includes econo
mic accessibility. Since most of these villages are economi
cally backward, so a very limited number of students come 
to the town fo.r higher education. The existence of chos also 
hinders the studies particularly of female students especially 
during the rainy season. The Haryana Government has recent
ly established a number of primary schools in the villages, but 
the number of middle and higher secondary schools is still in
adequate. The villages viz., Nanakpur, Rajipur, Surajpur and 
Pinjore, situated within a distance of about 10 kms. from the 
town have Higher Secondary /High Schools. The two villages 
viz. Karanpur and Basowal have schools upto the middle 
standard. Thus the villages situated on western side at a dis
tance of 8 to 12 kms. have to send their children to Nanakpur 
for High/Higher Secondary education. But the villages situat
ed within a distance of 5 kms. or less like Taggras (Kaliram, 
Hari Singh, Hakim Pura, Kangan), Basdevpur and Majra Meh
tab on the west of the town send their children to the town 
for getting middle and higher secondary education. On the 
other hand the villages (of Bitna, Tipra, Kangwala) situated on 
the east of Sukhna cho, depend by and large for educational 
facilities on Kalka town. The response of the inhabitants liv
ing in surrounding hilly villages is not very encouraging in this 
respect. This is primarily due to economic exigencies. All the 
eight villages covered during the survey are having primary 
schools. The inhabitants of Rampur Sewri, Majri Jattan and 
Lohgarh villages send their children for High School educati~m 
to Pinjore which is more near. The students from the villages 
of Bitna and Paorla come to Kalka for receiving higher secon
dary education. 
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13. The schools established in the town have a v~ry good 
Teputation for their educational standard. Many students from 
the countryside are attracted by this criteria. Moreover, with 
the establishment of a college, the town has started attracting 
rural students even from far off villages. Students come from 
Pinjore, Chandi Mandir and Surajpur centres to attend the 
college. The present umland on this basis has become quite 
large as compared to the umland which existed a decade back. 
This extension in umland for educational purposes can be attri. 
buted primarily to the establishment of the college in the 
town. 

Medical Service Zone 
14. The social and cultural influence is generally felt 

through the services rendered by the hospitals and private prac_ 
titioners in the town. In Kalka there are 3 important hospitals 
and one health centre. 

1 Civil Hospital Male /Female Section. 

2. Railway Hospital. 

3. Veterinary HospitaL 

15. The first one is situated on the railway road while the 
latter near railway workshop. Health Centre is situated in the 
Kurari Mohalla. The first one Le., male/female section of 
Civil Hospital is situated close to each other. The patients 
from the nearby' villages of the town come to the hospital for 
avaj]jng the medical aid while most of the rural patients prefer 
to go to the medical practitioner due to the reasons best known 
to them. The patientS' belonging to the villages around 
Pinjore prefer to go to Pinjore and the serious cases visit 
Chandigarh for hospitalization. The major area of medical 
zone exists from west/north-west to east/south·east. Some of 
the important villages falling in the west, are seven Tagras as 
well as other small villages like Majra Mehtab, Gariran, 
Paploha, Karanpur, Nanakpur etc. In this direction the 
villages situated at a distance of 12 to 15 kms. mostly avai.l 
their medical needs from the town. On the east/south-east 
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di~tion some of the big villages like Bitna, Nangal Sodian, 
Dhatoghra and Hosipur avail their medical services from the 
towh. Some of villages situated on Kalka~Simla road also 
depend upon the town for medical services. Thus, the zone 
on the whole is spread more towards east and west directions 
rather than north-south extension. 
Cinema Zone 

16 .. Kalka has only one cinma hall which is situated outside 
the town near the junction of Ambala-Kalka road and main 
railway line. The cinema is quite approachable for the 
villages situated in the south of the town. The rural 
people living in hilly villages come very rarely to See the 
movies. The cinema show timings are such that they do not 
find any conveyance for their return journey. Only the 
villagers situated along Kalka-Ambala road extending upto 
Surajpur travel the distance to See movies in Kalka town. More
over, it is quite convenient for these rural folks to see movies in 
the town as they can get bus even upto late hours in the night. 
The umland of Kalka for cinema entertainment is not very 
expensive. 

Bus Service Zone 
17. Kalka, situated on the border of Haryana and 

Himachal Pradesh serves as a terminal centre for hill 
and plain areas. Ever since, it has remained a transit as 
well bus terminus centre. Now, after the re-organisation of 
the States, its importance in this field has increased manifold, 
Efforts are b~ing made to connect the town with all the im
portant towns and cities of Haryana, Himachal and Punjab 
States. The express and ordinary bus services has been in
troduced by the State Government in addition to moffusil QUSe~ 
which are run by private transport companies ~fiiciently. t-Hght 
service to Delhi is the unique featur~, ad.tied to the transport 
facilities of Kalka. It acts as an important bus stop for the 
buses from and to Simla hills, A number of service originate 
for Simla, Chai}. Rasauli and Nalagarh towns in hilly areas and 
.fQt. Ambala, Patiala, Rupar, Chandigarh, Yamunanagar, 
Delhi, Jullundur, Amritsar and Ludhiana situated in plains. The 
service is quite frequent to Chandigarh, Ambala, Patiala, Rupar 
and Simla. Although the buses for these towns originate and 
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terminate at Kalka, but they do not have any direct connection 
with neighbouring villages of the town. The villages situated 
within a radius of 12 kms. largely depend upon the town to 
avail bus service to. distant places situated in plains and hills. 
All the villages situated on western and eastern sides of the 
town are devoid of local bus services. This is primarily due 
to absence of rib roads. The villages situated On the southern 
side of town on Ambala-Kalka road enjoy this facility, due to 
availability of frequent service of buses plying between Kalka 
and Amba~d CO\''''ring other small centres like Panchkula. 
Mubarakpur, DerauL1.ssi, Lalru etc. The buses plying between 
Kalka and Rupar co "er the other sub-urban centres falling 
on th~ western side. 

Demographic and econc.mic characteristics of the villages 

18. As stated earlier the umland of a town is more ema~ 

nated to the physiography rather than on its administrative 
control. The umland of Kalka does not adhers to its tahsil 
administrative boundaries. While towards south the tahsil 
boundary extends even beyond Chandigarh and includes villages 
upto Raipur Rani, but the area of influence in this dire<;ticn
i" confined upto Chandi Mandir village. On the uQrthern side. 
the tahsil boundary touches the QouYlde.ri2S of Himacha1 
Pradesh. The villages falliug in this region largely depend on 
the town. Most of these villages are connected by the Kacha 
tract~ ;:::'1 the absence of any metalled road. The villages 
'situated on Kalka-Simla road as wel] as on bridal path leading 
to Kasauli fall in territory of Himachal Pradesh and form a 
part o:fi hinterland of Kalka town. Therefore, the urban in
fluence of Kalka town also includes some administrativel areas 
of Sub-Tahsil Kasauli of Himachal Pradesh. The topography 
and transportation network determines the umland of Kalka. 
In order to gauge the intensity of relation of town with the 
region, 8 villages were se1ected to canvass the village schedule. 
The various hypothesis relating to demographic and economic 
characteristics of these villages, in relation to the urban 
influence area have been discussed below :-
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19. It has been hypothesised that villages with higher 
population and greater density have higher urban influence. 
Out of 8 villages covered during the survey, it has been found 
that the village Rampur Sewri is situated on the Ambala
Kalka road at a distance of 8 km. on the south of the town. 
It has a population of 1,381 persons with 2,125 as density per
sons per sq. mile. The village Majri Jattan is situated on 
Pinjore-N alagarh road at a distance of 7 km. Though the 
village has a meagre population of 378 but the density is 670 
persons per sq. mile, nearly double than the total' population. 
On the other hand, village Bitna located only at a distance of 
2 km., on the east of the town with a popuLation of 802 persons 
has 541 persons per sq. mile. Similarly, village Paploha, 
though situated only at a distance of 5 km. having 
population of 737, has only 606 persons as density of popula
tion per sq. mile. On the other hand, village Lohgarh with 
small population of 311 has comparatively higher density of 
533 persons per sq. mile. Thus, it can be seen from the above 
data that the villages of Majri J attan, Rampur Sewri, Lohgarh 
which are directly connected with bus service and are situated 
on the main roads have higher density of population but in 
certain caSes even the smaller villages have also high density 
of population. 

Census Households 

20. The village Rampur Sewri has the highest number of 
Census households as per Census house. In 242 Census houses. 
303 households have been recorded. Similarly in village Bitna" 
130 Census houses have 135 households. In case of other 
villages viz. Majri Jattan, 58 Census houses have 58 households, 
in village Lohgarh, 47 houses have 47 households. Similarly in 
villages of Paploha and Bar, all the 121 and 61 houses respectively 
are having single household in each Census house. 

21. It has been further observed that villages with higher 
popUlation have larger ratio of workers in secondary' sector. 
For example in village Rampur Sewri 39.10% have been 
reported in secondary sector. Similarly in village Bitna with 
a population of 802, 11.85% are secondary workers. In 
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vlllage Majrl Jattan with a population of 378, as many as 5.55% 
have been reported to be secondary workers. Similarly in 
village Lohgarh 5.47% have been recorded as secondary 
workers. On the contrary in tertiary sector the percentages 
are more or less similar except for village Bar which has 
population of 326 with 11.537r workers in tertiary sector. 

Literacy 

22. The village Bitna with population 802 has highest 
percentage of literacy i.e. 25.19. It is situated only 
2 km. awaY' from the town and has an easy access for availing 
the educational facilities existing in town followed by village 
Paploha which is situated 5 kms. away from town and has 
literacy rate of 25.107c. The villagel is situated on the west of 
the town near rail way workshop anell solely depends on Kalka 
fOI' educational faciJities. Most of the residents are employed 
in Railway Workshop and send their children fOr higher 
education. The village Bar with a popu] atiem of 326 persons 
is situated in the vicinity of the town. A large number of 
students come from the village to the town for receiving 
higher education; 23.627r have been found to be literate in thE: 
village. In the village Rampur Sewri with a largest popula
tion of 1,381 persons only 14.417c are found to be literate. This 
village is situated at a quite distance from the town. Similarly 
village Lohgarh situated on Nalagarh road wtth a population 
of 311 has 15.11 % of literate persons. Thus, it can be stated 
that the villages having direct links with town have greatel' 
percentage of literacy. 

Presence of market with permanent shops with seIling grocery 
etc. 

23. Out of the 8 selected villages, it has been found 
that only 3 villages viz. Majri Jattan. Paploha and Koti 
are having J>ne or two shops each \to cater 'to the daily 
needs of the inhabitants. It is surprising that bigger villages 
like Rampur Sewri and Bitna do not have any commercial 
establishment. The village Paploha with a population of 737 
persons have only one grocery shop while village Koti 
situated on the Kalka-Simla road at a distance of 12 kms. have 
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two grocery shops and one tea stall. The remaining surveyed 
villages, depend On Kalka town even for their day to day needs. 
Most of the residents of these villages purchase the grocery, 
cloth and other articles in bulk for the entire month. Thus, 
it can not be proved here that the villages with high urban 
influence has presence of market with permanent shops, sell
ing grocery and other essential requirements. 

Amenities and Services 

24. The provision of electricity which constitute 
as one of the important items for providing 
modern amenities to the people. The position regarding 
availability of various amenities like electricity etc. in surveyed 
villages has shown that in case of village Bitna, out of total 130 
houses as many as 100 (76.92){;) houses are having eledric 
connection. On the other hand it' village Paploha, out of 12] 
houses, 35 (28.93 %) houses have electric connections. The 
position is very discouraging in case of village Majri Jattan 
where out of total 58 houses only 7 (12.07%) are electrified. 
While in village Rampur Sewri, out of 242 hO'lses only 18 
(7.44%) reSIdential houses have been pnvided with the electric 
connections. 

25. The villages of Majri Jattan and Lohgarh are located 
on Pinjore-Nalagarh road andlRampur Sewri is situated on the 
Kalka-Ambala road. These villages enjoy the facility Of fre
quent bus service available on these routes. On the other hand, 
Koti and Poo.rla. situated On the Kalka-Simla road are also 
linked with bus service. The villages of Bitna, Paploha and 
Bar, though located within small distance from the town, are 
not connected by even rib roads as the villages are situated 
on the sm~ll hillocks surrounding the town and the seasonal 
torrents like Sukhna Cho and Kaushalya Nadi, present physi
cal barrier in its way. This often deprives the inhabitants of 
these villages to have regular contact with the town. 

Residential Clusters 

26. The villages covered during the survey are 
mostly of small size and have single clusters. The exis
tence of hamlets are conspicuou.s,ly absent in these villages. 
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Most of these villages are having residential clusters in the 
main Abadi-deh (inhabitation) without any pattis. In some 
villages, the 'residential clusters of scheduled castes are located 
at some distance from the main Abadi-deh, while in small 
-villages, the cluster of houses is concentrated at one place. The 
hilly villages of Koti and Poorla are having dispersed habita
tion due to its landscape. 

Power Driven Transport 
27. During the field survey, except the village 

Lohgarh, Koti and Poorla (Hilly villages) all the remain
ing villages have been found to be using indigenous 
vehicles (Bullock cart) or Hand-driven cart as main source of 
transport. In fact hand-driven carts are used by the villagerS 
living in hilly and semi-hilly villages. The villages of Bitna, 
Paploha and Bar, usually carry their produce on head load in 
the absence of proper roads. One tractor has been reported 
in village Lohgarh, which is used for transportation of market
able goods to the town. There has not 'been any marked change 
in the food habits of the inhabitants. The'fuel wood is found 
in plenty in the nearby forests and is being utilised as fuel. The 
use of non-indigenous fuel like kerosene oil etc., is conspicuously 
absent in these villages. 

Diversified Source of Livelihood 

28: The information regarding diversified sources of 
livelihood could not be obtained in case of villages 
of Koti and Poorla, falling in the provincial territory 
of Himachal Pradesh. Out of the remaining 6 villages, 
it has been found that agriculture is the main-stay of population 
in villages of Lohgarh, Paploha and Bar. OUt of the total work
ing force, 68.087<, 74% and 52.537<, respectively are engaged in 
agricultural pursuits. On the other hand the data has revealed 
that out of 593 total workers in village Rampur Sewn, 475 
(80 %) are found to be engaged in construction. They are 
largely engaged in construction work going on in, Chandi
Mandir Military Camp and Hindustan Machine Tools Factory 
at Pinjore. 
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29. In village Bitna a good number of workers (13.48%) 
..are engaged.· in manufacturing other than household industry. , 
Most of them are employed in railway workshop as skilled and 
semi-skilled labourers. 

Adoption of Innovation in Agriculture 

30. While canvassing the village schedule it was observed 
that the mecnanical agricultural implements have not been 
introduced due to small holdings as well as of terraced fields: 
The village Lohgarh have introduced tractor for farming opera
tions. The irrigation is being done through the Kuhls. Thus the 
small holdings are ploughed with indigenous implements. 

Power Driven Industry 

31. The power driven industry is conspicuously 
absent in the villages covered during the survey. 
The villages of Poorla and Bar are having bamboo 
basket making as household industry. The persons belonging 
to Bhanjra caste of scheduled castes are the pioneers of this 
work. They are skilled in making baskets from the raw 
bamboo, by shearing the same into small ribs and thereby knitt
ing into a basket. Most of the job is done with sharp iron 
knife. No machinery is involved in the entire process. The 
baskets are supplied to the local dealers of the town. 

32. The particulars of the workers commuting to the 
town from surveyed villages has been furnished in the follow
ing table. 
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:~3. It em he:' c:ee:'n from the abo'\'f' table that the maximum 
llUlllher of workers come from Paploha to Kalka for theh' em
ployment. Some of the workers from Koti village also come 
to the town for attending the economic pursuits. Most of 
these workers are Palladars in transport companies and as 
coolies in the railway establishment. 

Sale and uurchase of commodity from the town : 
34. A table ~howing the sale and purchase of commodity to 

and from Kalka town by the 8 villages covered diU'ing survey 
is furnished below:~ 

Name of Distance Name of TranSPort Nature ond extent of 
the from Kalka Market economic actvities 
village tOwn 

(In Kms.) ExpOrted ImPOrted ----_.-- ----------------
2 3 4 5 6 --_-_-

Mairi Jattan 7 Kl,lkafPinjore Cart, Groundnut. Cloth, 
Cycle, Milk Grocery. 
Bus Sugar & 

Articles 
of daily 
I'se. 

Lohg1rh r; K'llka/piniore Cart. GrQundnut. Ditto 
Cycle, Maize. Wheat. 
Bus Milk. 

RamPul' R KalkafPinjore BUS, Wheat, Grams Oittn 
Sewri Cycle 

Bitna 2 Kalka Camel, Wheat. Milk, Ditto 
Manual Maize, Pulses. 

Vegetables etC. 

Paploha 5 Kalka Camel. Milk. Grain. Ditto 
Mules, Vegetables, 
Manual Labour 

Bar 2 Kalka Mules. Milk. Gram';, Ditto 
Manual Basket, Pul~es. 

Labour 

Poorla 
, Kalka Manual. Basket Oit! \) .' 

Hand-cart 

KOti 12 Kalka Bus. 
Hand- Vegetable. nit{ () 
cart. Milk, 
Mules Labour 
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35. It can be seen from the above table that all the villages 
largely depend on the town for their daily necessities of life. 
rrhese include items of cloth, grocery, medicine, sugar- ana! 
gznera.l merchandise goods. 

36. As stated earlier villages of Koti, Lohgarh and Paplohe. 
are the great supplier of milk to the town .. The groundnut and 
wheat are also largely brought from the villages situated on the 
Pinjon::-Nalagarh road for marketing purposes. The villagE 
Poorla has specialised in making of bamboo basket. The samE: 
are exported to the town in large quantity. 

37. On the whole the town does not receive large quantity 
of grains, vegetables, from the neighbouring villages. The local 
produce in the area is I very meagre. This is primarily due to 
non-availability of fertile soil, lack of irrigation resources and 
the presence of seasonal torrents in the area. Thus the town 
solely depends on the outer markets of Haryana for the import 
of food-grains. 
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CHAPTER XII 

CONCLUSION 

Originating as a small village at the foot of the Shivalik 
ranges, the village of Kalka attained the status of a town in 
1894 by incorporating the adjoining village Kurari. The 
raison D'etre of the town was its transport function on which 
developed the functional structure of enterpot commerce. Since 
the early period beginning with the construction of mecadam 
road, connecting Ambala-Simla and ending with the construc~ 
Hon of the Ambala-Kalka broad gauge railway line, and Kalka
Simla na~ToW gauge, the town has experienced I many functional 
population and area changes in size and growth. The only 
permanent feature remained, acute shortage of water as well as 
residential accommodation due to its topography. The func
tional characteristics has been changing during different 
periods. 

2. The town experienced an increase in population from 
7,045 persons in 1901 to 18,068 persons in 1961 recording an 
increase of 157 per cent. However, the population decreased from 
18,068 to 17,711 i.e. 1.95 per cent during 1961-1971-Censuses. The 
part shifting of Kalka Railway Workshop to Jagadhri and ex

pasion of Chandigarh Complex have proved damaging factors 
in the growth of population. As during the early decades, the 
in-migration which in its own turn was prompted by diversifi
cation in employment opportunities has been responsible for 
population growth during the past deC'ade the decrease in basic 
and non-hasic fllnc t ions ha, adversely effected the popUlation 
rrrowth. T}-p rrreatest crrowth in nonulation took place after 
the independence in 1947. The refugee in-migrants took, great 
initiative in hoosting the stagnant economy of the town. 

3. Observations made during the survey and 1981-Census 1st 
Pretest show that the town is no more a decaying e town as 
thprp h::Js rep'l 2onitional construction as well as a9.dition in 
nopulation after 1971-Census. In spite of all these changes, 
transport remained the mainstay of occupational structure since 
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past years. During 1971-Census nearly 50 per cent of the 
working population has been found to be en;;aged in j_-;'anspor' 
adivities. The only change witnessed during the span of last 
few years has been that the modern aUlo vehIcie" of true;, 
transport has replaced the original tonga and mUles services. 
The railway complex has further added to the transport 
services. These demographic characteristics indicate that the 
dominant functions of Kalka are still transport and commerce. 
The commercial activities of the town are of petty scale. The 
D~gger commercial establishments, early acting as commlS~lon 

agents have shifted to Chandigarh City. There is also signi
ficant declining in commercial activities of the town in recent 
times as a result of the movement of commoditie;; through 
Kalka town without any intermediate stop at the town. The 
starting of Apple Train has however added to loading and un· 
loading activities at the Railv:ay Station. It is apprehended 
that during the coming years the commercial activities may 
regain its significance after the enhancing of Parwanu and 
Pinjore Industrial Estates being developed by Himachal Pradesh 
and Haryana State Governments respectively in the vicinity 
of the town. Increase in number of banks from one to four also 
shows advancement in development of economic activities. 

4. Apart from the two basic functions of transport and 
enterpot commerce, which links Kalka to the surrounding hill 
regions, the town also performs other basic and non-basic 
functions. The hinterland of Kalka has been determined on the 
basis of milk supply, vegetable supply, labour supply, banking 
facilities, bus and rail services, educational facilities, hospital 
services, legal and revenue services, to a number of semi-hilly 
are3~ and villages of adjoining plains. lnspite of the transport 
network and other economic facilities the town could not 
develon a lelr)!e areq of re)o'ional relationship. The ("vDelllsion of 
modern city complex of Chandigarh, adjacent to Kalka town 
has been responsible in checking the social anel economic growth 
of the town. The availability of better social, educational and 
economic institutions in Chandigarh has marred the so-called 
meagre potentialities of Kalka town. 
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5. The u~ ban land,.use of Kalka town do not apply to its 
I 

internal urban structure. The original business area has actually 
shifted from its original Siro1a I road to its prt . ..:ient Ghandhl 
Chowk. There is impact on classified business .lrea, as the 
same contains a large number of residential buildings. The idea 
of business zone is rather inapplicable to Kalka. Similarly the 
classification of middle class and high class resi'Clentiai areas 
is rather absent. The areas of low class residential houses are 
scattered at the periphery of the town which is a typical village 
trait. Thus with Ithe site, location and land values., there is no 
correlation in these areas. 

6. Kalka, on the other hand, has striking similarity with 
other Indian town, which have some European influence. It is 
blended with indigenous and European pattern. The entire tm,vn 
has indigenous outlook, except of railway locality developed on 
European pattern. As a foothill town, the urban traits of Kalka 
includes traits of both the hills and the plains. The railway 
line acts as a landscape and land-use dividing between the pucca 
built up area to its north with urban land-uses and the agricul-

turalland-use to its 'south. As a foothill town it has few stone 
floored roads, road aligned along the contours, absence of much 
internal vechicular transport viz., scooter or cycle rickshaw and 
presence of pedestrian traffic, complete absence of wells and 
there are a number of gabled roofs on the old buildings. The 
plain characteristics include flat roofs of houses~ wheat consum
ing population, as wet! cosfume of inhanitants with that of 
similar to the people of plains. The major conclusion is that the 
foothill 'town of Kalka is very simila.r to the Indian towns in 
general, in urban land use and landscape. The town still lacks 
in regular protected water supply, in spite of the earnest efforts 
made by municipal authorities. However, the underground 
sewE!rage system has actively been taken \1p to solve the hygenic 
problems of thel town. Extension of institutional buildings e.g. 

Government College, State Transport Roadways Workshop has 
taken place on Ambala-Kalka road. A new complex of shopping 
centre is coming- up in Railway road. 

7. The developing industrial complex at Parwanu in 
Himachal Pradesh is going to enhance the commercial poten-
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tialities of the town. The scarcity of water and presence of 
seasonal torrents has discouraged the industrial growth. The 
predominant function of transPQ.t is supporting an important 
enterpQt commercial function. 

35497 DCO-Govt. Press, U.T., Chandigarh. 
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A newly built temple of Rishi Balmik in the Balmik Basti 
in the Parade Mohalla - children are happy of being 

photogra~hed. 
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