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THE CENSUS PUBLICATIONS 

The Census Publications for West Bengal, Sikkim 
and Chandernagore will consist of the following 
volumes. All volumes will be of uniform size, demy 
quarto 8i" x II!,' :-

Part lA-General Report by A. Mitra, containing the 
first five chapters of the Report in addition to a 
Preface, an Introduction, and a bibliography. 
609 pages. 

Part IB-Vital Statistics, West Bengal, 1941-50 by 
A. Mitra and P. G. Choudhury, containing a Pre
face, 60 tables, and several appendices. 75 pages. 

Part IC-Gener.al Report by A. Mitra, containing the 
SubSidiary tables of 1951 and the sixth chapter of 
the Report and a note on a Fertility Inquiry con
ducted in 1950. Several appendices. A report on 
the natural resources, trades and industries of the 
State with a bibliography by Chanchal Kumar 
Chatterjee and Kamal Majumdar. About 450 
pages. 

Part II-Union and State Census Tables of West 
Bengal, Sikkim and Chandernagore by A. Mitra. 
540 pages. 

Parts III & IV-Report with Census Tables on Calcutta 
City and Calcutta Industrial Area by A. Mitra. 
About 250 pages. 

Part V -Administrative RelXlrt of the Census Opera
tions of West Bengal, Sikkim, Chandernagore and 
Calcutta City: Enumeration: by A. Mitra. 
96 pages. 

The Tribes and Castes of West Bengal-edited by 
A. Mitra, containing 1951 tables of Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes in West Bengal. A mono
graph on the Origin of Caste by Sailendranath 
Sengupta, a monograph on several artisan castes 

and tribes by Sudhansu Kumar Ray, an article by 
Professor Kshitishprasad Chattopadhyay, an article 
on Dbarmapuja by Sri Asutosh Bhattacharyya. 
Appendices of Selections from old authorities like 
Sherring, Dalton,' Risley, Gait and O'Malley. An 
Introduction. 410 pages and eighteen plates. 

An Account of Land Management in West Bengal, 
1872-1952, by A. Mitra, contajning extracts, ac
counts and statistics over the SO-year period and 
agricultural statistics compiled at the Census of 
1951, with an Introduction. About 250 pages. 

Fairs and Festivals in West Bengal by A. Mitra, con
taining an account of fairs and festivals classified 
by villages, unions, thanas and districts. With a 
foreword and extracts from the laws on the regula
tion of fairs and festivals. 45 pages. 

District Handbooks for each West Bengal District by 
A. Mitra. Each volume contains an Introductory 
essay, bringing the old Gazetteer up to date, 
several important appendices, and about '82 tables, 
together with a list of ancient monuments in each 
district. Contains also a iVillage directory where 
the J.L. No. of every village, its name, area, total 
population, number of houses, number of literates 
and population classified into eight livelihood 
classes are tabulated. The whole series is expected 
to be complete by 1954. Each volume will contain 
about 300 pages (14 volumes). 

A Catalogu~ of the better known Ancient Monuments of 
West Bengal by A. Mitra. Will contain brief 
descriptions of extant ancient monuments in each 
district of the State, dating up to 1800, with exact 
location and present state. Translations of all 
inscriptions found in West Bengal and an account 
of all invasions or conquests of Bengal mentioned 
in inscriptions. With many plates. About 600 
pages. 
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INTRODUCING THE DISTRICT 

THE DISTRICT of Murshidabad has four subdivisions-
Sadar or Berhampur, Lalbagh, Jangipur and Kandi, 
with their headquarters at BerhampuT, Murshidabad, 
Jangipur and Kandi. The Sadar subdivision covers the 
thanas of Berhampur town, Beldanga, Nawada, 
Hariharpara, Domkal and J alangi ; the Lalbagh sub
division, the thanas of Murshidabad, Jiaganj, Naba
gram, Lalgola, Bhagwangola and Raninagar; the 
J angipur subdivision, Farakka, Samserganj, Suti, 
Raghunathganj and Sagardighi ; and Kandi subdivision, 
the than as of Kandi, Khargram, Burwan and Bharat
pur. The area of the district, according to the Surveyor 
General of India in 1951 is 2094·5 square miles, but 
according to the Director of Land Records and Surveys 
2072·1 square miles. There are 1,901 villages and 6 
towns. The total number of villages borne on the 
Jurisdiction Lists of the district is 2,289, of which 342 
mauzas are uninhabited and 46 mauzas are included in 
6 towns, leaving a balance of 1,901 inhabited villages. 
The town of Berhampur is in the Berhampur town 
thana; Murshidabad in the thana of its name; Jiaganj
Azimganj in Jiaganj thana; Dhulian in Samserganj 
thana; J angipur in Raghunathganj thana; and Kandi 
in Kandi thana. The most populous town in 1951 was 
Bcrhampur with a population of 55,613, followed 
Zongo intervallo by Jiaganj-Azimganj with a population 
of 19,148. Throughout this book a village has. been 
equated to a cadastrally surveyed mauza bearing a J uris
diction List number. 

At the time the East India Company took over the 
Dewani of Bengal, the zemindaries of Birbhum and 
Vishnupur; which now form a large part of the present 
district of Birbhum and Bankura, were included in 
Murshidabad, but formed into an independent district 
in 1787. Other considerable changes appear to have 
taken place at the same time. The former pre-eminence 
of Murshidabad came to be so far forgotten that in 1806 
it seems to have been proposed to do away with it 
altogether as a separate Collectorate. The office of 
Judge and Magistrate of the district of Murshidabad was 
for the time being abolished, but in the end it was 
deemed inadvisable to transfer the collections of 
Murshidabad to the charge of the Collector of Birbhum. 
The result of these many changes was to cause discre
pancies between the areas comprised in the revenue and 
the criminal jurisdiction. The difficulties caused by 
these anomalies of jurisdiction long continued, chiefly 
of the lands on the southern and western frontiers of 
the district. The Reveuue Surveyor in 1857 stated that 
he had found in Murshidabad lands belonging to estates 
that paid revenue to the Collectorates of Dacca and 
24-Parganas. In the year 1872 important rectifications 
of the boundary were effected between Murshidabad 
and Birbhum, and the old s.ense of perplexity was 
largely removed. By a Notification of the Government 
published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 24th February 
1875, the north-eastern, eastern and the south
eastern boundaries were fixed by the flowing streams 
of the Ganges or Padma and the J alangi; and such 
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villages of the district of MaIda as lay to the right bank 
of the Ganges were transferred to Murshidabad. The 
boundaries on the south were also simplified. A very 
extensive change was also effected on the west, where 
39 villages were transferred to Murshidabad from 
Birbhum, and 7 villages from the Santal Parganas. 
Later in the same year, by a Notification published on 
the 10th November in the Calcutta Gazette, further 
changes were made on the western frontier, not less 
than 170 villages being transferred to Murshidabad 
from Birbhum. The last extensive change in jurisdic
tion took place in 1879, when thana Burwan, with an 
area then as now of 108 square miles, was transferred 
to Murshidabad from 'Birbhum, while thanas Rampurhat 
and Nalhati (including the present thana of Murarai in 
Birbhum), which formed part of the Lalbagh subdivision 
of Murshidabad, were added to Birbhum. The present 
shape of the district has remained more or less constant 
since 1879. Internally, there have been adjustments 
of thanas and subdivisions even as late as the eve of 
the census of 1931. On the eve of the Partition of 
August 1947 Murshidabad, before the details of the 
Radcliffe Award was published, was, for a very few 
days, provisionally allotted to East Bengal in Pakistan. 
But as soon as details of the Radcliffe Award were 
published the administration of Murshidabad was 
retransferred to West Bengal. The Radcliffe Award 
seemed to leave some lacunae in respect of the district's 
boundary on the east and north-east, necessitating the 
appointment in 1949 of the Bagge Tribunal which gave 
its verdict in the beginning of 1950. The portion of 
the Radcliffe and Bagge Awards which concerns the 
definition of the boundary of the district is reproduced 
below: 

(a) The Radcliffe Award: 
The line shall then tum south-east down the river Ganges 

along the boundary between the districts of MaIda and 
Murshidabad; Rajshahi and Murshidabad; Rajshahi and 
Nadia; to the point in the north-western corner of the distric' 
of Nadia where the channel of the river Mathabhanga takes 
off from the river Ganges. The district boundaries, and not 
the actual course of the river Ganges, shall constitute the 
boundary between East and West Bengal. 

From the point on the river Ganges where the channel 
of the river Mathabhanga takes off, the line shall run along 
that channel to the northernmost point where it meets the 
boundary between the thanas of Daulatpur and Karimpur. 
The middle line of the main channel shall constitute tht actual 
boundary. 

(b) The Bagge Award: 
In the area in dispute the district boundary line, consisting 

of the land boundary portion of the district boundary as 
shown on the map, Annexure 'B', * and as described in the 
notification No. 10413 Jur., of 11th November 1940, and 
the boundary following the course of the midstream of the 
main channel of the river Ganges as it was at the time of 
the award given by Sir Cyril Radcliffe in his report of 
August 12, 1947, is the boundary between India and Pakistan 
to be demarcated on the site. 

If the demarcation of this line is found to be impossible. 
the boundary between India and Pakistan in this area shall 
then be a line consisting of the land portion of the above 

* Not reproduced in this volume, 



mentioned boundary and of the boundary following the c JUrse 
of the miu5tream of the main channel of the river Ganges 
at determined on the date :Jf demarcation and not as it \I'as 
on the date of the award. The demarcation oi this line 
sh"ll be made as soon as possible and at the latest within 
one year from the date of the publication of this decision. 

Th( boundary between India and Pakistan shall run along 
t1-!e middle line of the main channel of the river Mathabhanga 
which talces off from the river Ganges in or close to the 
nOrth-western corner of the district of Nadia at a point west
south-west of the police station and the camping ground of 
the village of J alangi as they are shown on the air photo
graph map of 1948, and then flows southwards to the northern
most point of the boundary between the thanas of Daulatpur 
and Karin>pur. 

The point of the off-take of the river MathabhaDaa shall 
be connected by a straight and shQrtest line with a point in 
the midstream of the main channel of the river Ganges, th~ 
said laUer point being ascertained as on the <late of the award 
or if not possible as on the date of the demarcation of the 
boundary line in Dispute I. The said point so ascertain( d 
shall be the south-easternmost point of the boundary line in 
Dispute I, this point being a fixed point. 

Within the district the subdivisions have had many 
changes in their boundaries, and the present limits have 
obtaine~ ~ore or less since 1941. The following state
ment will Illustrate how the area and popUlation have 
ch~nge.d from census t? census, no adjustment of popu
latIon m any year havmg been made below with respect 
to the present areas:-
Sub
division 

Sa dar 
{ 

~;e~fes 
~~~bi~ed 
rural mauzas 
Population 

Lalb"h { 

( 

)angipur ~ 
l 

Area in 
sq. miles 
No. of 
inhabited 
rural mauzas 
Population 
Area in 
sq. miles 
No. of 
inhabited 
rural mauzas 
Population 
Area in 
,q. miles 
No. of 
inhabited 

1951 

659 

1941 

650 

1931 

643 

1921 

799 

426 418 401 532 
544,228 499,749 404,505 469,611 

522 522 513 348 

489 476 468 432 
393,871 363,885 310,135 183,051 

437 437 497 506 

417 489 411 456 
431,979 411,618 342,898 329,037 

454 454 438 468 

Kandi { 
rural mauzas 509 514 483 547 
Population 345,681 365,278 313,139 280,815 

The district of Murshidabad lies in the Presidency 
Division. There are a District and Sessions Judge, and 
a District Magistrate and Collector, aided by an Addi
tional District Magistrate and Collector. The strength 
of the executive service recommended by the Divisional 
c...ommissioner for the general administration, is 2 
officers of the West Bengal Civil Service in the Sadar 
Subdivision, and 1 each of that Service in each of the 
lhree other subdivisions; and 7 officers of the West 
Bengal Junior Civil Service, of which one must be a 
First Class Magistrate, for the Sadar subdivision; 2, 
of which one must be a First Class Magistrate in the 
Lalbagh subdivision; 2, of which one must be a First 
Class Magistrate in the J aagipur subdivision; and 3, of 
which one must be a First Class Magistrate in the Kandi 

subdivision. In the Sadar subdivision there are two 
administrative Circles, each under a Circle Officer; 
Sadar Circle South and Sadar Circle North. The Sadar 
Circle South consists of the police stations of Bc1danga, 
Nawada, Hariharpara and the Unions of Radharghat, 
Rangamati-Chandpara and Satui-Chourigacha of 
Berhampur Town police station. The Sadar Circle 
North consists of the thanas of Domkal, and J alangi. 
the Unions or Hatinagar, Bhakuri, Nawada-Panur, 
Daulatabad, and Chhagari-)iadanpur of Berhampur 
Town police station and the Raninagar police station 
of the Lalbagh subdivision. Lalbagh subdivision has 
only one Circle, of which the jurisdiction covers the 
police stations of Murshidabad, Jiaganj, Nabagram, 
Lalgola and Bhagwangola. J angipur has two Circles: 
Jangipur North, which consists of police stations of 
Farakka, Samserganj and Suti; and Jangipur South 
consisting of the police stations of Raghunathganj and 
Sagardighi. Kandi has two Circles: Kandi East, con
sisting of Kandi and Bharatpur police stations; and 
Kandi West, consisting of Kh~rgram and Burwan police 
stations. There is a Superintendent of Police of the 
district. The Commissioner of the Presidency Division 
and the Deputy Inspector General of Police have their 
headquarters in Calcutta. 

PHYSICAL ASPECTS 

General description-Murshidabad is the north
westernmost district south of the Ganges or Padma, and 
lies between 23° 43' and 24° 52' north latitude and 
87° 49' and 88' 44' east longitude. It has an area of 
2,095 square miles and contains, according to the 
census of 1951, a population of 1,715,759 persons. It 
is so called after Murshidabad, a town on the left bank 
of the Bhagirathi, which was the last of the Muham· 
madan capitals of Bengal. The headquarters, how· 
ever, are not at Murshidabad, but at Berhampur, six 
miles further down the river. 

Boundaries- -In shape the district resembles an 
isosceles triangle with its apex pointing to the north
west. It is bounded along its whole eastern frontier, 
from the extreme north to the south-eastern extremity, 
by the Padma or main channel of the Ganges, which 
separates it from the districts of MaIda and Rajshahi. 
On the south it is bounded by the districts of Burdwan 
and Nadia, the river Jalangi on the south-east forming 
the boundary between it and Nadia for a considerable 
distance. To the west He the districts of Birbhum and 
the San thai Parganas. 

Natural divisions- The river Bhagirathi, flowing from 
north to south through the district, divides it into two 
almost equal portions, which, in their geology, their 
physical characteristics, their agriculture, and even the 
religion of their inhabitants, form a striking contrast to 
each other. The tract to the west of the river is locally 
known as Rarh, and the tract to the east as Bagri
names which recall the traditional division of Bengal into 
four tracts, viz., Rarh to the south of the Ganges and 
w~st of the Bhagirathi, Barendra lying north of the 
Ganges, between the Mahananda and Raratoya rivers, 
Bagri or South 'Bengal and Banga or Eastern Bengal. 



East of the Bhagirathi the country is low-lying and 
alluvial, with a humid climate and a fertile soil, which 
is liable to be flooded by the spill of the Bhagirathi and 
other rivers. On the western side the surface is high 
and undulating ; the soil is a hard clay, on which winter 
rice alone grows well, and the climate is drier than in 
the eastern tract. The Bhagirathi is more than a mere 
physical boundary, for west of it Hindus predominate, 
while on the east Musalmans are more numerous. 

Rarh-The western tract, or Rarh, is substantially a 
continuation of the sub-Vindhyan region of laterite clay 
and nodular ghuting. The land is, as already stated, 
high and slightly undulating, but is interspersed with 
numerous swamps and beds of old rivers. It has the 
greatest elevation along the western boundary of the 
district towards Birbhum, but there are places where the 
eastern limits of this clayey tract are marked by banks 
or bluffs, fifteen and twenty feet high. The cliff at 
Rangamati on the Bhagirathi, six miles south of 
Berhampnr, is forty or fifty feet above the ordinary 
level of the river. The soil is greyish or reddish, mixed 
with lime and oxide of iron; and beds of nodular lime 
(ghuting) are scattered here and there. Quantities of 
lime are extracted from ghuting in indigenous kilns, 
chiefly in Khargram, Burwan, Nabagram and Sagar
dighi. The rivers in this part, having their sources in 
hill torrents, are liable to sudden freshets, but they never 
lay the country under water for any considerable time 
and account for the extraordinary fertility of a deltaic 
country. The chief crop in the'central and more elevat
ed portions of the Rarh is the winter rice, which is not 
dependent upon early rain for a successful harvest, but 
requires a steady downfall between July and October. 

In the Suti, Samserganj and Farakka thanas on the 
north, however, and in the tract known as the Hijal 
to the south, the nature and aspect of the country are 
entirely different. In the former three thanas, a strip 
of low-lying country, having an area of about 150 square 
miles, extends northwards from Mirzapur until it blends 
with the basin of the Banslai river and other hill streams, 
which debouch from the western high lands and during 
the rains form a vast lake, in which the villages appear 
as islands, the whole of the arable land being submerged. 
This part of the district is second to none in fertility. 
The land forming the fringe of the flooded area, where 
the inundation is shallower, bears two crops, viz., early 
rice and cold weather crops of wheat and gram with a 
minor cultivation of oil-seeds, peas, etc. The village 
sites are well wooded, and in the rains the scenery is 
highly picturesque. With the Rajmahal Hills closing in 
the horizon on the west, it presents a combination of 
hill, wood and water rarely met with in the plains of 
Bengal. 

Hijal-The tract called the Hijal, situated in the 
south-west of the district near the confluence of the Mar 
and the Dwarka, and about 50 square miles in area, 
offers a very different aspect. The country becomes 
more open, and, in place of rice fields, large stretches 
of thatching grass cover an almost treeless plain. During 
the rains the Hijal is widely inundated with water, which 
varies very much in depth, being in places more than 
twenty feet, while elsewhere a boat drawing three feet 
is stranded. The whole of this tract becomes perfectly 
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dry in the cold weather, and a large portion of it, which 
is yearly increasing in extent, is cultivated with cold 
weather crops, such as wheat, gram, muslard and lin
seed. It also affords a considerable area of pasturage, 
and the thatching grass, which it produces in great 
quantities, is celebrated for its toughness and durability. 

Bagri- The Bagri, or eastern tract, differs in no 
material respects from the ordinary alluvial plains of 
Bengal. It lies almost entirely between the Ganges, 
Bhagirathi and Jalangi rivers, and is permeated by 
several other offshoots of the great river. The whole 
area lies low, and is exposed to annual inundations, 
which occasionally cause widespread suffering, but 
usually do no more than deposit over the land a top 
dressing of almost inexhaustible fertility. In variety 
of crops, this portion of the district is not surpassed by 
any part of Bengal. The aus or early rice crop is very 
largely cultivated and forms the bulk of the food supply 
of the inhabitants ; and this harvest is supplemented by 
the chaiiali, a name given to the whole series of cold 
weather crops from the fact of their being harvested in 
Chaitra, or March. They are cultivated after the aus 
is cut and on the same fields, as well as on the higher 
lands where rice will not grow. For these two harvests 
early rains are wanted in April and May, and a few 
showers in the cold weather. 

Kalantar bil-The KaZantar biZ is a continuation of 
the Bagri in the south-eastern corner of the district and 
receives the drainage of the swampy rivers in the eastern 
part of the district. It is a vast swampy tract of dark 
day and is good as a rice-growing area, but grows little 
else. 

The twofold division of Murshidabad described above 
is peculiarly interesting as furnishing a clue to the early 
formation and development of the western portion of 
the Gangetic delta. There is no doubt that the present 
Bhagirathi represents the old channel of the Ganges, by 
which the greater part of the waters of the sacred river 
were formerly brought down to the sea. The most 
ancient traditions, the traces of ruined cities, and the 
indelible record of names, all lead to this conclusion. 
The geological evidence proves to demonstration that 
the hard laterite soil formed an insuperable obstacle to 
the Ganges flowing further to the west than the present 
course of the Bhagirathi, which is thus fixed as the limit 
of the Bengal alluvium and the ancient means of com
munication between the 'Bay of Bengal and the interior. 

Hills---There are no hill ranges in the district. The 
whole of the portion to the west of the Bhagirathi lies at 
an appreciable elevation, and the land in the extreme 
west slopes gently upwards towards Birbhum and the 
Rajmahal Hills, which rise a few miles beyond the 
north-western boundary. Here there are some hillocks, 
of which the best known is called Dhuli Pahari, covered 
with small sal and mahua trees and surrounded at the 
base by stony jungle land. 

Geology-The portion of the district of Murshidabad 
east of the Bhagirathi is covered with recent alluvium, 
consisting of sandy clay and sand along the course of 
the rivers, and fine silt consolidating into clay in the 
flatter parts of the plain, such as the Kalantar tract 



between the Bhagirathi and the Jalangi, a great saucer
shaped depression. The limit between the alluvium and 
the higher ground on the west of the Bhagirathi is 
marked by a bank of stiff clay, gravel, and calcareous 
nodules called ghuting, an older alluvium which dis
appears as it passes downwards toward Burdwan, where 
it amalgamates with the general alluvium, in another 
huge saucer-shaped depression, called the HijaZ biZ, 
which is situated at the confluence of the Mor and 
Dwarka in the Kandi subdivision. In the north-west 
of the district are some isolated clay hillocks. 

Lines of drainage-The general inclination of the 
district \l~st ot the Bhagirathi is from north-west to 
south·east ; but in the tract east of the Bhagirathi as 
the channels of the main rivers do not uniformly take 
this direction, the lines of drainage are somewhat irre
gular and perplexing. 

The western half of the district slopes eastwards 
toward the Bhagirathi ; but the greater number of the 
hill streams do not find their way directly into that river, 
but are intercepted by bils or marshes and for the most 
part carried off to the south by the Dwarka river. The 
two chief drainage basins (if such they can be called) 
in this part of the district are that of the Bansloi in the 
north, and that of the Dwarka with its confluents in the 
south. The large bils act as reservoirs to break the 
violence of the floods of these hill streams, and also serve 
to drain the surrounding country, discharging their 
surplus water through the streams which issue out ot 
them. 

The eastern half of the district may be described as 
an isosceles triangle, whose equal sides are formed by 
the Ganges and the Bhagirathi, and whose base is almost 
closed by the J alangi. The line of drainage is not along 
any of these rivers, but may be represented by a line 
intersecting the base at right angles. The local rainfall 
in this part of the district does not run off either into 
the Ganges or the Bhagirathi. In the same way the 
floods of these two great rivers converge towards each 
other, and ultimately make their way across the country 
in a south-easterly direction. It may roughly be stated 
that the greater part of the .surplus water ultimately falls 
into the J alangi by means of the Gobra Nullah, the 
Bhairab, and the Sialmari. These channels are during 
the rains connected with the different bils and creeks 
(khals), forming a network of water communication. In 
the hot weather a number of springs may be observed 
along their banks, caused apparently by the drainage 
waters percolating through the understrata of sand and 
sandy soil. 

The River system-The river system is composed of 
the Ganges and its distributaries, of which the most 
important are the Bhagirathi, Jalangi and Bhairab. 
Formerly large rivers with an active current, they are 
now merely spill channels of the great river, which 
during the rains carry off a portion of its flood water, but 
for the remainder of the year have a very sluggish 
current. The stream is insufficient to carry off the large 
quantity of silt they receive, so that shoals fonn and 
impede navigation. The rivers in the east of the dis
hict are fed to a certain extent during the dry season 
by infiltration from the Ganges. Where that river is 
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broad, and large islands or chars are thrown up, the 
volume of its discharge is sensibly affected by the portion 
of the stream which thus passes away through the sand. 

Ganges or Padma-The Ganges, or Padma, as it is 
called in this part of its course, first touches Murshidabad 
at its extreme northern point, and then flows almost due 
south-east, forming the eastern boundary of the district, 
and dividing it from Malda and Rajshahi. 

Every year the Ganges is forming and cutting away 
land along its course by a constant alternation of allu
vion and diluvion. During the rainy season, the current 
impinges with immense weight upon banks composed 
of loose soil, which are rapidly undermined. An acre of 
ground has been known to have been swept away in half 
an hour. Large islands are continually rising in the 
channel. some of them many miles in length. In the 
next year, perhaps, they become covered with grass and 
tamarisk jungle higher than an elephant. Captain 
Sherwill states that he has seen such islands "become 
inhabited, cleared, and cultivated; the popUlation 
increases, large villages start up ; the land revenue is 
collected for ten or twelve years; and then the whole 
fabric will disappear within one rainy season." 

Owing to their liability to inundation, the people living 
along its bank are content with temporary structures 
for their house~. 

Bhagirathi-The Bhagirathi at present branches off 
from the Ganges at Nurpur about 25 miles below 
Farakka and runs almost parallel to it for about two 
miles as far as Biswanathpur (near Suti) with a long 
narrow strip of char land between the two rivers. After 
leaving Biswanathpur, its course, which is very wind
ing, is almost due south; and it finally leaves the district 
below the village of Bidhupara, just north of the cele
brated battle-field of Plassey, part of which it has swept 
away. As has been already said, it divides the district 
into two almost equal portions, and on its banks, chiefly 
on the eastern or left bank, are situated all the historical 
and wealthy towns of the district. A little above Jangi
pur it receives from the west the united waters of the 
Bansloi and Pagla rivers; and near Saktipur, the Chora 
Dekra, a considerable branch of the Dwarka river, flows 
into it, also from the west. 

The banks of the Bhagirathi are usually gently sloping 
on the one side, and abruptly shelving on the other. 
These changes of slope are due to the varying set of the 
current, and occur on the same bank by regular altera
tions from reach to reach. The stream shifts from side 
to side, sandbanks and other obstructions are constantly 
formed, and the bed has largely silted up. It is a fine 
river for about four months of the year, when it is full, 
but for the remaining eight, it has an attenuated stream 
wandering through a wide expan~e of sand. During 
the rainy season, freshets from the Ganges still come 
down the Bhagirathi ; but their permanent influence is 
obliterated by the large deposit of silt which they bring 
with them. In addition to this, it is important to re
collect that the general line of drainage is not from north 
to south along the channel of the Bhagirathi, but from 
north-west to south-east. The result is that the main 
waters of the Ganges display a greater inclination to 



proceed in their present channel than to tum into the 
Bhagirathi ; and that the floods of the Bhagirathi have 
always a tendency to overflow its left or eastern bank, 
and wander over the country in the old river beds 
towards the J alangi river. This explains why a great 
length of the east bank is heavily embanked. 

Bhairab-The Bhairab is an offshoot of the Ganges, 
from which it branches off to the south nearly opposite 
to Rampur-Boalia. It empties itself, after a very cir
cuitous course, into the Jalangi at Madhupur. 

The name Bhairab means 'the Terrible' and bears 
witness to the estimation in which this river was once 
held. It is noticeable that it takes off from the Ganges 
close to the point where the Mahananda flows into it, 
and it has been suggested that" it originally formed a 
continuation of the Mahananda and the Tista, which 
was cut in half by the Ganges as it worked its way east
wards, while lower down it was intersected by the 
Jalangi. In 1874 its upper channel, which had silted 
up, was forced open by floods at its intake from the 
Ganges, and it expanded into an important distributary 
which poured its waters into the J alangi 40 miles further 
south. The result was that the channel of the J alangi 
began to close up above the point of junction, and the 
Bhairab is now the main channel by which the J alangi 
obtains its supply from the Ganges. The two are hence 
commonly treated as a united stream called the 'Bhairab
J alangi. The Bhairab bifurcates a little to the north
east of Daulatbazar and joins the Gobra Nullah at 
Trimohini. 

J alangi-The J alangi is another important branch of 
the Ganges, which nowhere intersects the district. It 
leaves the parent stream a short distance above the 
village of J alangi, and flows in a south-westerly direc
tion, with many windings, until it finally leaves the dis
trict with an abrupt turn near the village of Bali. 
During this part of its course it forms the boundary 
between Murshidabad and Nadia for about 50 miles. 
The upper part of its course has silted up for some 36 
miles, and it obtains its supply of water mainly from the 
Bhairab and the Sialmari. The river is also known 
locally as the Kharia. 

Gobra Nullah-The Gobra Nullah is a channel run
ning from the Bhagirathi to the Jalangi at Bali, a dis
tance of about 50 miles. It was probably originally an 
effluent of the Bhagirathi, and it is, in fact, the natural 
drainage channel for the country east of that river. The 
action of nature, however, has been interfered with by 
the construction of a marginal embankment along the 
left bank of the Bhagirathi, called the Lalitakuri or 
Naltakuri embankment, which extends from Jiaganj to 
Bhagwangola via Kalukhali and has cut off its connec
tion with that river. Its offtake being closed, it receives 
only local drainage water south of the embankment. It 
has silted up in its lower reaches, but still has a good 
deal of water in the portion lying to the east of the 
S~~ar subdivision; further north, in the Lalbagh sub
dIVIsion, it is much narrower and in many places is 
merely a marshy depression. 

Bansloi-The Bansloi is the most considerable tribu
tary of the Bhagirathi. It enters the district from 
Birbhum near the village of Husainpur and pursues on 
the whole an easterly course, until it falls into the 
Bhagirathi a little to the north of the town of J angipur. 

Dwarka or Babla-The Dwarka or BabIa is a 
moderate-sized stream, which wanders, under several 
names and with many tributaries and effluents, through
out the south-western corner of Murshidabad. The 
channel which is considered the main stream, and which 
bears the name of Dwarka, enters the district from 
Birbhum not far from Morgram. At first it flows in 
an easterly direction, until its waters are augmented by 
those of the Brahmini at Ramchandrapur. It then turns 
towards the south-east and is joined on its right bank 
by the Mor and the Kuiya, two rivers which also flow 
down from Birbhum. Here commence the numerous 
backwaters and side channels which connect it with the 
Bhagirathi, and cause great confusion by the changes 
of name which they occasion: the Banka and the ChOTa 
Dekra are the two most important of these lines of 
junction. The main stream forms the eastern boundary 
of the Kandi subdivision and quits the district at 
Raghupur. Like all hill streams it has a rapid current 
and is liable to sudden floods. 

Other rivers-Among minor rivers may be mentioned 
the 'Brahmani, the Mor (or Maurakhi or Kana) and the 
Kuiya, which all flow from the west into the Dwarka, 
and are partially navigable during the rainy season. 
The beds of all these hill streams are of a yellow clay 
and pebbly. 

The Bhagirathi formerly afforded a regular means of 
communication between the upper Gangetic valley and 
the sea-board, but ever since the British occupation of 
the country, much difficulty has been experienced in 
keeping it open for navigation throughout the year. 
The earliest historical mention of the silting up appears 
to be contained in a letter, dated 6th January 1666, of 
the French traveller Tavernier, in which he states that 
Bernier was going overland from a place near Rajmahal 
to Cossimbazar because the river route was impracti
cable. "When the river is low, it is impassable because 
of a large sand-bank which lies before a town called 
Suti." Elsewhere Tavernier speaks of the river as a 
canal, and says it is 15 leagues long. Hedges, again, 
writing in 1683, said that the river above Nadia was full 
of shoals, and that, when he arrived at "Maula" 
(Mohula), he went from thence to Cossimbazar by palki, 
a distance of 9 or 10 miles. There is ample evidence 
of the deterioration of the Bhagirathi in the next century. 
Stewart in his History of Bengal, which was chiefly 
compiled from the accounts of Muhammadan chroniclers, 
states that in 1757, just before the battle of Plassey, 
Siraj-ud-daula, "believing that the English ships of war 
might proceed up the eastern branch of the Ganges 
to the northern point of the Cossimbazar island* and 
come down the Bhagirathi to Murshidabad, commanded 
immense piles to be driven in the river at Suti, by which 
the passage of that river has been rendered merely 
navigable by boats, and that only during half the 
year."t In 1781 Rennell wrote that the Cossirnbazar 

* This was a name given to the triangular tract of country lying between the Ganges, Bhagirathi and Jalangi. 
t Edition of 1813. pp. 521-2. 
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river, (Le. the Bhagirathi), was almost dry ~rom 
October to May, and that the Jalangi, although a stream 
ran through it the whole year, was in some years un
navigable during two or three of the driest months. 
Captain Colebrooke, again, in a memoir on the course 
of the Ganges (1797) wrote: "The Bhagirathi and 
Jalangi are not navigable throughout during the dry 
season. There have been instances of all these rivers 
cont.inuing open in their turn during the dry season. 
The Jalangi used formerly to be navigable during the 
whole or greater part of the year. The Bhagirathi was 
navigable in the dry season of 1796. This year (1797), 
however, I was informed that the passage was no longer 
practicable for boats proceeding to Calcutta. Experi
ence has shown that none of these rivers are to be 
depended on." 

About Lhe year 1813 the Bhagirathi suddenly deserted 
its old bed near Cossimbazar, and instead of following 
its former bend to the east of the town took a sweep 
to the west. Its old channel became a stagnant stretch 
of water, and the main stream flowed three miles away 
from its former bed. The cause of this diversion of the 
channel is not known, but it may perhaps be surmised 
that it was connected with an attempt to introduce a 
larger supply of water down the channel by a cut across 
two bends. That there was some interference with the 
natural channel is clear from Hamilton's East India 
Gazetteer of 1815, in which it is stated: -"In 1813, a 
canal was dug between the Bhagirathi a~d great Ganges, 
partly to ameliorate the unhealthiness of the town 
(Murshidabad) and adjacent villages by maintaining a 
permanent stream of wholesome water." There is, 
moreover, a local tradition that a new channel was 
actually· excavated, as stated by a writer in the Calcutta 
Review of 1873: "All these places (Cossimbazar and 
the adjacent villages)", he writes, "were originally 
situated on a curve of the river Bhagirathi, but seventy 
years ago a straight cut was made fOInling the chord 
of the curve, thus changing the course of the river. This 
engineering operation was fonowed by the breaking out 
of an epidemic fever, which, in virulence and mortality, 
is unparalled by any pestilence save that which des
troyed Gaur." * The old channel survives as a khal, 
which is used by boats in the rains. It is curious that 
it is called Katiganga as if it were an artificial channel, 
and there is a tradition that the Sahebs cut a channel 
and brought the river out to the north of Farasdanga. 
In this connexion the reader's attention is invited to 
the note of Raja Degumber Mitter elsewhere in this 
Volume. 

Maintenance of Navigable Channels- -It is unneces
sary to describe in detail the many changes which have 
taken place in the entrance of the Bhagirathi, the posi
tion of which shifts according to the set of the main 
stream of the Padma or Ganges. Suffices it to say that 
since 1824 regular measures have been taken by Govern
ment to maintain open channels for navigation both 
in the Bhagirathi and J alangi. In 1888 a separate 
division of the Public Works Department, called 
the Nadia Rivers Division, was formed and placed 
under an Executive Engineer, for the control of the 
channels in the group of rivers known as the Nadia 

rivers. These channels had an aggregate length of 
SOg! miles in 1911, composed as follows: -(1) Farakka 
channels between the Ganges and Bhagirathi, 25 
miles; (2) Bhagirathi river, 151 miles; (3) Bhairab
Jalangi river, 165! miles; (4) Mathabhanga river, 136 
miles; (5) Hooghly river, 32 miles. The officers em· 
played in this division are engaged in maintaining 
channels suitable for boats of small draught, and tolls 
are levied on boats using the rivers to pay for the work 
done in training the channels and keeping them navi
gable; one of the toll stations is at J angipur in this 
district, and the other two are at Hanskhali and Swarup
ganj in the district of Nadia. The number of boats 
using the rivers was 17,000 in 1911-12. 

The main means employed to keep the channels open 
are temporary training works, consisting of bamboo 
and mat spurs or wing dams, called bandhals, which 
are constructed as follows. At the shoals to be operated 
on, a line of bamboo stakes is run out from each bank 
of the river: they are driven into the bed of the river, 
supported by struts and fastened at the top by longi
tudinal ties. These stakes gradually converge, so as to 
force the current into a narrow channel. Large mat 
screens (jhamps) are then let down and secured to the 
stakes. The first result of the current being concen
trated in this manner is a great velo"city in the channel 
it is intended to create, and a diminished current on 
both sides of it. Owing to the increased pressure 
below, the screens cannot be sunk to the bottom of 
the river, and through the space left there the water 
rushes with a rapid circular motion, cutting away the 
sand and carrying it under the matting and behind 
the line of stake.s, where, the water being sluggish, 
constant deposit takes place. At the same time, the 
force of the current in the centre of the channel cuts 
away the sand there and bears it downstream, so that 
by these two processes the depth is increased in thl.'" 
channel, while on each side of it large collections of 
sand are formed, materially narrowing and deepening 
the channeL All that is necessary to maintain the 
works is to drive the bamboo piles further down as 
the water cuts away the sand and to sink the screens 
from time to time to suit the fall of the river. It may, 
of course, happen that the sand swept away by the 
currents sinks as soon as it gets beyond the bandhal, 
thus forming another shoal which requires the construc
tion of another bandhal. These works have met with 
only moderate success in the Bhagirathi and Jalangi, 
because the volume of water passing down is too small 
to give much scouring power on the shoals. They have 
been more successful in the Ganges, where it has been 
proved that the low water channel can be improved, 
either by bandhals or by dredging, without any great 
outlay. 

Lakes and marshes-There are many small lakes 
or lagoons, commonly called. bils or jhils, most 
of which are the remnants of old river beds. The 
most important of them are the Hijal biZ at the 
confluence of the Mar and Dwarka, west of the 
Bhagirathi in Kandi subdivision and the Kalantar 
biZ, a vast swamp of .rich soil formed in the 
south-east of the district of the Gobra nullah, the 

* The Kasimbazar Raj, Calcutta Revilm·, Vol. LVII, 1873. 
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Bhairab and the J alangi. The best known of these is 
the Motljhil, or Pearl Lake, a fine horse-shoe lake 
about two miles from the town of Murshidabad, which 
has been formed by a change in the course of the Bhagi
rathi. The Motijhil has now been largely eaten up 
by bora rice fields. Another large lagoon is the Telkar 
Bil, about three miles long and 21 miles broad, which 
lies two miles to the west of the Bhagirathi near the 
Khagra Ghat railway station; it has, however, been 
recently drained and connected to irrigation canals. To 
the east of Berhampur lie three bils known as the 
Bishtupur, Chaltia and Chanda Bils. The Bishtupur 
Bil is a crescent-shaped expanse of water stretching 
from the north-east of Berhampur to about half a mile 
south-east of the railway station at Cossimbazar. It is 
connected with the Bhagirathi by two sluices, called the 
Khagra and Berhampur sluices, which are under the 
control of the Irrigation and Waterways Department. 
It now provides a large fishery catering to the town 
and certain steps have been taken to destroy choking 
weeds by chemical means and preserve its health as a 
fishery. The Chaltia Bil is another crescent-shaped 
sheet of water and a good fishery, whleh starts at the 
south of Berhampur near the Judge's Court and extends 
past the villages of Bhakuri, Chaltia and Krishnamati 
to Kalabana near Haridasmati. The Chanda Bil is a 
shallow marsh about four miles long and a quarter of a 
mile broad, which is bounded on the north by Badur
pur, Tarakpur and other villages, and on the south 
by Mankara. Cuts were made from this bil and the 
Chaltia Bil to the Gobra Nullah in 1872-73, but they 
were not sufficiently deep for efficient drainage. Other 
important bils in the east of the district are the Goas 
(8 square miles), Domkal (6 square miles) and Bhandar
daha Bils, the last of which requires separate mention. 

The Bhandardaha Bil is a depression marking the line 
of an old river, whlch is nearly 50 miles long and 
extends from the Bhagirathl embankment at Digha and 
Bhagwangola on the north to Bali on the river J alangi 
on the south. It is called by a number of different 
names in different places, viz_, (1) Gobra Nullah from 
the embankment down to Digha village, a distance of 
three miles. (2) Digha IBil from Digha down to Murad
pur, 5 miles. (3) Topkhana Bil from Muradpur to 
Gauribagh bridge ; this is a temporary bamboo bridge 
built for traffic across the biZ, which is here dammed 
up. (4) Khana or Mathurapur Bil from Gauribagh 
bridge to Bhairabpur Ghat, 6 miles. From this place 
southwards it is called the Kalantar tract. (5) Bali Bil 
from Bhairabpur Ghat to Akhundbaria Ghat, 6 miles. 
(6) Kharia Bil from Akhundbaria Ghat to Panchbaria, 
7 miles. (7) Bhandardaha Bil from Panchbaria to 
Chandpur, 8 miles. (8) Suti river or channel from 
Chandpur to the junction with the Jalangi river. This 
bil is one of the chief sources of the fish supply of the 
district. It is connected with the Bhagirathi by several 
sluices, viz., (1) the sluices at Khagra and Berhampur 
already mentioned, by which it receives water through 
the Bishtupur Bil, (2) at Kharia Ghat through the Irri
gation and Waterways Department drainage cut, and 
(3) sluice at Gora Bazar and Krishnamati, by which 
water comes into the bil after passing through the 
Chaltia, Chanda and Boalia Bils by the southern drain
age cut. It also receives local drainage and is fed by 
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a number of tributaries, which are called daras. There 
is a continuation of the biZ beyond the embankment 
for about five miles towards Lalitakuri. This is called 
the Bura Thakur Bil, and formed an integral part of 
the Bhandardaha Bil before it was cut off by the em
bankment. The Boalia Bil above mentioned is a 
shallow marsh about seven miles from Berhampur. It 
is four miles long in the rains, but shrinks very much 
as the flood water subsides, and is used for rice culti
vation from April. The north-eastern portion of it, 
which is connected with the Bhandardaha Bil, is called 
the Putijol Bil. 

To the west of the Bhagirathi are the Belun, Sakora 
and Palan Bils, which lie close together ncar Khargram, 
about three miles to the south of the junction of the 
Brahmini and Dwarka rivers. These appear to be 
identical with the "Bishnupur swamp", which, accord
ing to the manuscript records of the Board of Revenue, 
was artificially connected with the river, at the expense 
of Government, in the year 1800. All these bils are 
joined to the rivers by streams and shallow channels, 
and in the rains form a continuous lake. The Nawa
ranga, Saulmari and Salukuria Bils, together with other 
small marshes at the union of the Mar and Kuiya with 
the Dwarka, also form during the rainy season large 
sheets of water, about twenty miles square. These large 
bils at the confluences of the hill streams serve during 
floods as natural drainage basins, into which the river 
waters pour. On the subsidence of the streams, the 
waters pent up in the bits find their way back again 
into the rivers gradually and quietly, and are thus 
drained off. But for these large reservoirs, the southern 
part of the Rarh would be much injured by floods 
from the hills. 

In the Jangipur subdivision, in the north of the 
district, there are five large bils, viz., the Chachand 
and Bansabati Bils to the west of the Bhagirathi, and 
the Krishnasail, Poramari and Gangni Bils to the east 
of it. The Krishnasail Bil is evidently the bed of an 
old river, and has still some very deep pools, but the 
greater part of it has been made fit for cultivation. The 
Bansabati Bil extends during [he rains almost the whole 
way from Balighat on the Bhagirathi to the boundary 
of the Santhal Parganas ; but during the hot weather 
the whole of this area is dry except in a few low-lying 
spots. 

In many of the bits a process of natural reclama
tion is going on. Their beds are gradually being 
elevated by mud washed down by the rivers and streams 
which pour into them during the rains, and, to a small 
extent, by the dry soil which is blown over them during 
the season of the hot winds. Owing to these causes, the 
margin of tillage is steadily advancing. 

There are also some artificial tanks, some of which 
are large enough to be called l::tkes. The largest is the 
Sagardighi situated near the Sagardighi railway station, 
which is about three-quarters of a mile long. Tradi
tion states that it was excavated by Mahipala, one of 
the kings of the Pala dynasty. The second largest tank, 
which is called Sheikhdighi, is about 5 miles north of the 
Morgram (Bokhara) railway station excavated in 
honour of a saint. 



Soils-The district of Murshidabad is divided into 
three tracts according to character of soil. The Bagri 
or north-eastern half of the district, east of the Bhagi
rathi, is low and subject to inundation, but the alluvial 
soil is very fertile. The principal crops are aus or 
early rice and jute, and when they are off the ground 
abundant cold-weather crops are raised. In the low 
lands to the south-east, over the second tract known 
as the Kalantar, practically the only crop is aman or 
winter rice, which depends on floods for successful culti
vation. In the Rarh or western half of the district, west 
of the Bhagirathi, the land is generally high but inter
sected with numerous bils and old beds of rivers. Winter 
rice is the main staple grown on the hard clay of the 
Rarh, and the cold-weather crops are few, but sugar
cane, mulberry, tobacco, potatoes, and various vege
tables are also grown. 

Several kinds of soils are recognised. M athal or 
methel, is a clayey soil, which cracks in the hot weather, 

Carbonate 
(per cent) 

Berhampur farm Sample 1 1-48 

Berhampur farm Sample 2 0·79 

Berhampur farm Sample 3 1-47 

Berhampur farm Sample 4 1·45 

Berhampur farm Sample 5 1·55 

Berhampur farm Sample 6 1'53 

Berhampur farm: 
average of several samples 

Dumkol 

Murshidabad 

Charnarayan pur 

Debipur 

Sargachi 

The following data of the properties of some Murshi
dabad soils were worked by Dr. Mrs. B. Mukherjee of 

and is tenaciously muddy after rain. There are various 
subdivisions according to colour, consistency, etc., e.g., 
henre mathal is black and tenacious, bagh mathal is 
brown, and ranga mathal which is found on the west 
of the Bhagirathi is red with a tinge of yellow. The 
common name of loamy soil is doansh, of which several 
varieties are recognised, such as pali (light brown), 
shampali (ash-coloured), doma (dark red), etc. These 
are all very fertile and produce all kinds of crops. 
Metebali is the name for a sandy loam: if it has a large 
percentage of sand, it is called doma bali. Bali or bele 
is a sandy soil found on the banks or in the beds of 
rivers. It is unprofitable till a clayey silt has been 
deposited, when it bears a high value, and is chiefly 
used for vegetables. 

The following results of analysis of surface soils from 
several parts of Murshidabad district (oven dry basis) 
are reproduced by courtesy of the Microbiologist of West 
Bengal (1952): 

Nitrogen 
(per cent) 

0'089 

0·092 

0'073 

0·087 

0'078 

0'085 

0·0838 

0·071 

0·042 

0·060 

0·063 

0'072 

P,O. 
(per cent) 

0'271 

0·285 

0·224 

0·284 

0·241 

0'207 

0·1928 

K.O 
(per cent) pH 

t ·13 

7'2 

7·1 

7·1 

7·1 

7·2 

7·3 

6·8 

7·4 

6'8 

7·2 

7·4 

Lady Brabournc College, Calcutta, and are repro
duced below by her kind permission: 

Mechanical composition and pH values of certain soils of different parts of the region 

(All fractions are expressed as percentage of the air dry soil) 

Berhampur Sibdanga- Madapur 
(town) Pakuria Badarpur 

,--______ .A._ _____ -, 

Near the From higher 
bi! areas areas 

Moisture 1·01 1·20 1·91 2·73 1·22 

Organic matter 1·92 1·42 2·42 2·02 2·70 

Loss by solution 1·22 1'24 1'21 ·23 1·78 

Coarse sand ·38 ·62 ·18 ·09 -62 

Fine sand 58·73 47·18 28'82 23·98 26·20 

Silt 20·28 25·12 33·31 17·23 43·52 

Clay 13·52 21'81 30·82 52·30 22·42 

Carbonates* pH . 5'2 7'2 7·4 7·8 7'6 

Soil type Sandy soil Sandy loam Clayey loam Clay soil Loam 

... Not determined. 
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Botany-The botanical features of Murshidabad are 
those characteristic of the deltaic districts of Central 
Bengal. The swamps afford a foothold for numerous 
marsh species, while ponds and ditches are filled with 
submerged and floating water plants. The edges of 
sluggish creeks are lined with sedges and bulrushes, and 
the banks of rivers have a hedge-like scrub jungle. 
Deserted or uncultivated homestead lands are covered 
with shrubberies of semi-spontaneous species, inter
spersed with clumps of planted bamboos and groves 
of Areca, Moringa, Mangifera and Anona. 

The country is on the whole well wooded with mango 
groves, bamboo clumps, and banyan, pipal, babut, jack, 
bel, tamarind, cocoanut and date palm trees. 

Murshidabad has a reputation for its mango orchards, 
and the tract lying along the western bank of the 
Bhagirathi in the J angipur subdivision abounds with kut 
trees, which used to be extensively cultivated for the 
propagation of lac. Sal forests, besides timber, yield 
tasar silk and beeswax, also satamul and anantamul, 
valuable medicinal drugs. Santals and Dhangars en
gage in their collection. Since 1948 the Forest Depart
ment of the Government have established small forest 
blocks, notably in Manigram in Sagardighi P .S., and 
have taken over small private forests for improvement 
and preservation under the Private Forests Act. 

Wild animals-In the middle of the last century 
Colonel Gastrell remarked in his Statistical and Geo
graphical Report on Murshidabad: "The advance of 
cultivation is rapidly driving the wild animals away. 
All are becoming more and more scarce, and but little 
sport is met now to be found in the district." At pre
sent, leopards are met with in some parts, more parti
cularly t11,e Jalangi thana (e.g., at Khayramari) and 
in the neighbourhood of Murshidabad, where they can 
find cover in abandoned gardens and ruinous country 
houses. Hyenas have been recently reported in 
Manickchak Union of Lalgola P.S. In the Kandi and 
]angipur subdivisions, where there is scarcely any heavy 
jungle left, leopards have practically disappeared, and 
only a stray leopard is occasionally seen. Wolves, how
ever, are sometimes found in the Kandi subdivision, 
where they do some damage to sheep and goats. Jackals 
are ubiquitous, and have an evil reputation for carrying 
off and devouring infants, more especially in the Jangi
pur subdivision. Wild pigs are plentiful in the Bagri 
and along the chars of the Ganges, and also in the 
Hariharpara thana. Pig-sticking has long been a 
favourite form of sport, the country to the east of the 
Bhagirathi lending itself ideally to riding, and excellent 
bags are made. Monkeys (the black-faced hanuman 
or langur) are numerous and destructive in towns, where 
they do much damage in gardens and orchards and 
to the mango crop when it is ripening. 

Game birds-The game birds of the district consist 
of snipe, wild duck, quail, partridge, pigeon, teal and 
geese. During the cold weather good sport can be 
obtained with snipe, duck, teal and geese on the bils, 
more especially the Jalangi and Telkar BUs; among 
ducks the pintail, pochard and gadwall, and among teal 
the painted, blue-winged and cotton are common on 
the Ganges. All the usual waders are also met with. 

i~ 

Reptiles--The common varieties of snakes, such as 
cobras, karaits, etc., are found. Crocodiles are fairly 
common in the rivers and in the swamps or bils; they 
are also met with in tanks in the Jangipur subdivision. 

Fish-The more valuable fish caught in the rivers, 
bils and tanks belong to the carp family (Cyprinidce) , 
such as ruki, katla, mrigal, etc., or are Siluridce, such 
as boail and magur. Large catches of hilsa (Clupea 
ilisha) are made in the Padma or Ganges during the 
rainy season, when they ascend in shoals. They are 
also caught in the Bhagirathi and in the Khayra Bil, 
when it is flooded by the Bhagirathi, and are exported 
in considerable quantities. A list of the fishes of the 
district kindly prepared by the Director of Fisheries. 
West Bengal, is given below: 
S1. Local names 
No. 

1 Sankar 
2 Khoira 
3 llish 
4 Phansa 
5 Chi tal 
6 Folui 

Latin names 

Trygon uarnak 
Gadusia chapra (Ham) 
Hilsa ilisha 
Engraulis telera 
Notopterus chitala 
Notopterus chitala 

or 
Notopterus notopterus 

7 Chela Chela bacaila 
8 Chela gora 
9 ri~nkuni Rasbora daniconius (Ham) 

10 Mourala Amblypharyngodon Mola (Ham) 
11 Saral puti Barbus sarana (Ham) 
12 Punti Barbu~ stigma (Cuv & Val) 
13 Tita punti Barbus ticto (Ham) 
14 Punti Barbus titius (Ham) 
15 Ca tla Ca tla ca tla 
16 Mrigal Cirrhina mrigala (Ham) 
17 Kharke bata Cirrhina reba (Ham) 
18 Kalbous Labeo calbasu (Ham) 
19 Kurchi bata Labeo gonius (Ham) 
20 Nandi Labeo nandina (Ham) 
21 Rui Labeo rohita (Ham) 
22 Lal mach Carassius auratus 
23 Techoka Panchax panchax (Ham) 
24 Magur Clarius batrachus 
25 Pabda Callichrous pabda (Ham) 
26 Boal \Yallagonia attu (Bloch) 
27 Chega Chaca chaga (Ham) 
28 Bacha Eutropiichthys vacha (Ham) 
29 Pangas PangiSius pangasius (Ham) 
30 Shilong Silonia silondia (Ham) 
31 Tengra Mystus vitta tus (Bloch) 
32 " Mystus tengra 
33 Air Mystus seenghala 
34 Rita Rita rita (Ham) 
35 Bagha-ar Bagarius bagarius (Ham) 
36 Kankle Xenentodon cancila (Ham) 
37 Khorsula Mugil corsula 
38 Chanda Ambassis nama 
39 Beley Glossogobins giurius (Ham) 
40 Sal Ophicephalas marulius 
41 Lata Ophicephalas punctatus 
42 Cheng Ophicephalas gachua 
43 Koi Anabas testudineus (Bloch) 
44 Chuna Khalisha Tricogaster chuna (Ham) 
45 Khalisha Tricogaster fasciatus (Bloch & Schn.) 
46 Tepa Tetraodon cutcutia 
47 Ban Mastacembelus armatus (Lacep) 
48 Pankal Mastacembelus pancalus 
49 Goichi Rhynchobdella aculeata (Bloch) 
5<J Kuchia Amphipnous cuchia 

It may be said that in addition to the rivers, the bils, 
such as the Bishtupur, Chanda, Chaltia, Boalia and 
Bhandardaha BUs, constitute valuable fisheries. Small 
pearls of reddish tint are still occasionaly lifted from 
the Gobra nullah. 



Climate-During the cold weather, from November 
to January, there is an almost entire absence of cloud 
and rain. The mean temperature gradually falls from 
November to January, the humidity remains at a fair
ly high level; a feature of the cold weather is the 
occasional' occurrence of low-lying morning fogs which 
dlssipate with the rising sun. In February the tempera
ture begins to rise; and as southerly winds become 
more frequent with the advance of the year there is a 
period of transition characterised by occasional thunder 
storms accompanied by rainfall. During March and 
April dry westerly winds of high temperature alternate 
with southerly sea winds of moderate temperature. The 
net temperature increases slightly. In May monsoon 
weather is occasionally experienced with cyclonic storms 
formed at the head of the Bay of Bengal. When such 
storms occur there is heavy rain. With the commence
ment of the south-west monsoon (generally in the latter 
half of June, ~u! in .some areas not till the beginning 
of July), humldity mcreases, heavy cloud is almost 
continuous and rainfall is of very frequent occurrence, 
the precipitation becoming heavy when there are cyclo
nic disturbances. The four months June, July, August 
and September usually receive an average of 10" each 
of rainfall. During this period the mean temperature 
slowly diminishes, but the month of September can be 
very sultry. During the latter half of September and 
throughout October cloudy weaiher alternates with 
bright sunshine, and the bright periods lengthen till 
they merge in the continuous fine weather of the cold 
season. 

THE PEOPLE 

The district may be divided into two zones: one 
h.ealthy, the other unhealthy. The healthy zone con
SIsts of the area west of the Bhagirathi and Ganges 
well drained by the tributaries of the Bhagirathi de
bouching from the Santal Parganas hills. The un
healthy zone is on the east of the Bhagirathi and consists 
?f swamps and waterlogged "reas formed by the decay
mg beds of the Gobra Nullah, ihe Bhairab, the Sial
mari and the J alangi. The Kalantar in the south
eastern corner of the district, north of the bed of the 
Jalangi is a great swampy basin which has a rich but 
damp soil. Both the Gobra Nullah, the Bhairab and 
the Sialmari are choked up streams during the greater 
part o~ the year and acquire a sluggish current during 
th~ heIght of the. monsoon. The Gobra Nullah is a 
cha~mel r~nning. from the Bhagirathi to the J alangi at 
Balr- Tunl?l'. a, dIstance of about 50 miles. It was pro
?a~ly ongmally an effluent of the Bhagirathi, and it 
IS, III fact, the natural drainage channel for the country 
east of that river. The action of nature, however has 
been interfered with by the construction of a ma;ginal 
embankment along the left bank of the Bhagirathi, 
called the Lalitakuri embankment, which extends from 
Jiaganj to Bhagwangola via Kalukhali and has cut off 
~ts con_nexion with the river. Its offtake being closed, 
It receives only local drainage water south of the em
b~nkment. It has silted up in its lower reaches, but 
still has a good deal of water in the portion lying to 
the east of the Sadar subdivision; farther north, in 

the Lalbagh subdivision, it is much narrower and in 
many places is merely a marshy depression. 

An inquiry regarding the relative healthiness and 
unhealthiness of different parts of the district was made 
by the Bengal Drainage Committee in 1906-07, and the 
conclusions at which it arrived were that "(1) The 
most malarious thanas are Bhagwangola (which 
included Lalgola and Raninagar), Jiaganj, Murshida
bad, Berhampur town, Hariharpara, Domkal and per
haps, J alangi ; and (2) the least malarious areas are 
comprised in the whole of the Kandi subdivision and 
the thanas of Farakka, Samserganj, Suti, Raghunath
ganj and Sagardighi." E. A. Gait in his Census Report 
of 1901 made the following mild comment: "The pro
priety of maintaining all these embankments has often 
been called in question. The land that would otherwise 
be flooded is thereby deprived of its supply of fertilising 
silt, and the river, being confined to its bed, deposits 
its silt there, and thus gradually raises itself above the 
level of the surrounding country." But in the records 
of the Fever Commission of the Eighties, and in the 
Records Relating to the Nadia Rivers, condemnations, 
supported by weighty argument, are not lacking against 
action that sought to change the regime of the rivers. 
There are many interesting letters and reports advocat
ing the pulling down of the I,.alitakuri embankments, 
but the following note by Raja Degumbar Mitter in 
1864 describing the depopulation of Berhampur Town 
and Kashimbazar will serve the purpose of the point 
sought to be made out: 

Statement by Baboo Degumbar Mitter relative to the 
epidemic fever at Cosstm Bazar and the neighbouring villages 
(1864). 

Chowkhally, Bhatpara, Cossim Bazar, Kalkapore, Bamun
ghatta, and FUrreshdanga were situated on a curve of the 
river Booghly until a straight cut was made some sixty years 
ago, since forming the chord of the curve, thus changing the 
course of the river and throwing those places inland. This 
engineering operation was closely followed by the breaking out 
of an epidemic in all those places which, in its virulence and 
mortality, is unparalleled by any pestilential visitation in 
Bengal, saving perhaps that which depopulated Gaur. LIt is 
highly probable that the long continued pestilence which 
necessitated the removal of the seat of Government from Gaur 
to Tanra was caused by interruption in the drainage of the 
city. The heavy embankment on the margin of the lake or 
bh~el on its eastern extremity, while guarding the city from 
inundation, must have effectually shut out the drainage in 
its flow into the lake. J Durillg its rage cremation or burial 
in due form was found impracticable, and the dead are siJ,id 
to have been carried in cart-loads to be disposed of anyho,w ; 
and thus the city of Cossim Bazar, once noted for its COID

mercial importance, the extent and magnitude of which is 
said to have called into existence upwards of a hundred shroffs 
or banking firms to meet the monetary requirements of the 
same, was reduced, within the short space of five years, to 
almost a deserted waste. 

This fever continues there to the present time, showing that 
its causes are still in active operation. In other respects 
Cossim Bazar does not at all differ from any healthy town in 
Bengal. Its waters, vegetation, houses, and the mode of life 
of its inhabitants are exactly alike; but no man sojourning 
there even for a day can help being struck with the extreme 
dampness which is felt even during the hottest months of 
the year. This dampness can only arise from excessive 
moisture in the sub-soil, owing to the disturbance in the 
drainage of the place, occasioned. most probably, by the 
diversion in the course of the nver, added perhaps by a 
number of roads running transversely to the direction of the 
drainage, How caused it is not easy at this distance of time 



correctly to trace. and perhaps immateridl to our present 
enquiry. EnouJrh that the place is t"xtremely damp This is 
undt"sirable. ana I think it is likewise undesirable that the 
extreme dampness is owing 1.0 an excess of moisture in the 
soil. 

Two systems of land settlement. detrimental to good 
cultivation obtain in the district. In the south of 
the district (the Kalantar area) the utbandi tenure of 
Nadia is to be found, being. not uncommonly known 
under the expressive name of fasli jama. The pecu
liarity of this tenure consists in the circumstances that 
the cultivator only pays rent for the quantity of lartd 
that he may happen to have cultivated during the year 
and that the amount of rent is regulated by the nature 
of the crop. The rent is paid in kind and is determined 
by the actual amount of the produce. These tenures 
are actually created for short terms and are then re
newed. The other is a considerable class of labourers 
who neither own nor rent land. It is chiefly composed 
of Santals and others of aboriginal tribes from the north
western frontier of the district. They are paid money 
wages in the majority of cases, and always in the sow
ing season; but at harvest time they receive a certain 
share of the crop. When so remunerated they are called 
Krishans. The Krishans though receiving a portion of 
the produce, supply their manual labour only, and do not 

contribute in furnishing either the cattle or any portion 
of the seed, nor have they any interest whatever in 
the land. -They are very carefully distinguished from 
the bargaits or bhag holders who abound in every part 
of the district. These bargaits form a special class of 
the popUlation being not properly labourers, nor yet 
cultivators of their own fields. The conditions of their 
holding are that they retain a fixed share of the produce 
which is usually half, apd supply both seed and cattle. 

The district did not fare well at all during 1872-1921 
as the statements below will show. Increases generally 
happened in those police stations which according to 
the Drainage Committee of 1906-07 were healthy and 
there were decreases in most police stations which the 
Committee declared as bad. Bharatpur police station 
in Kandi subdivision experienced a very small increase 
during these fifty years: it is swampy and contains 
part of the Hijal biZ formed at the confluence of the 
Dwarka and Mor. The district as a whole increased 
by a little as 0·8 per cent. on its 1872 population in 
50 years. During 1901-51 it increased by 29·7 per cent. 
on its 1901 population and in 1921-51 by 40·2 per cent. 
on its 1921 population. The influenza epidemic in 
1918-10 took a heavy toll from 1921 onwards the 
population recorded heavy increases. 

The following statement shows the variation In population of the police stations and su bdi visions of 
Murshidabad district between 1872 and 1951 : 

Population of administrative divisions of Murshidabad with variations, 1872·1951 

District and Police Population Variation Population Variation Population Variation Population Variation 
Station 1951 1941-51 1941 1931-41 1931 1921-31 1921 1911-21 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

MURSHIDABAD 
DISTRICT 1715.759 . 75.229 1.640.530 +269.853 1.370.677 146.496 1.224.181 -120.892 

Sadar Subdivision . 544.228 . 44.479 499.749 + 95.244 404.505 23.370 381.135 38.994 
1 Berhampur Town 137.823 .27.940 109.883 + 25.430 84.453 4.630 79.823 6.548 
2 Beldanga . 151.339 6.705 144.634 + 29.953 114.681 6.286 108.395 8.891 
3 Nawada 58.652 1.202 57.450 + 10.869 46.581 + 1.142 45.439 5.340 
4 Hariharpara 58.570 3.501 55.069 + 9.346 45.723 1.054 46.777 6.574 
5 Domkal 82.804 6.301 76.503 + 12.988 63.515 + 6.677 56.838 6.570 
6 Jalangi 55.040 1.170 56.210 + 6.658 49.552 + 5.689 43.863 5.071 

Lalbagh Subdivision 393.871 29,986 363.885 53.750 310.135 41.218 268.917 25.030 
1 Murshidabad 44.571 1.342 43.229 + 5.309 37.920 + 2.079 35.841 2.940 
2 ]iaganj 29.130 6.033 23.097 + 5.613 17.484 636 18.120 1.790 
3 Nabagram 60.443 3.822 56.621 + 4.303 52.318 + 6.335 45.983 3.850 
4 Lalgola 78.247 7.584 70.663 13.160 57.503 7.834 49.669 8.903 
5 Bhagwangola 89.808 10.649 79.159 15.049 64.110 4.064 60.046 792 
6 Raninagar 91.672 556 91.116 + 10.316 80.800 21.542 59.258 8.339 

JangiplIY Subdivision 431,979 20.361 4JJ.618 + 68.720 342.898 49.584 293.314 36.190 
1 Farakka 58.791 + .5.476 53.315 7.280 46.035 5.572 40.463 5.014 
2 Samserganj 74.324 6.922 67.402 9.204 58.198 7.045 51 153 6.339 
3 Suti 91.686 488 92.174 + 16.772 75.402 13,347 62.055 4.042 
4 Raghunathganj 132.633 4.746 127.887 28.070 99,817 14,441 85.376 12,714 
5 Sagardighi 74.545 + 3.705 70.840 + 7.394 63.446 9.179 54.267 8.081 

Kandi Subdivision 345.681 -19,597 365.278 + 52.139 313,]39 32.324 280.815 20.678 
1 Kandi 71.436 4.171 75.607 10.391 65.216 8.003 57.213 4.532 
2 Khargram 81.902 + 40 81.862 + 10.086 71.776 7.571 64.205 4.344 
3 Burwan . 81.917 5.627 87.544 + 13.256 74.288 5.597 68.691 5.687 
4 Bharatpur 110.426 9.839 120.265 + 18.406 101.859 11.153 90.706 6.115 
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Population of administrative divisions of Murshidabad with variations, 1872-1951-concld. 

District and Police 
Station 

MURSHIDABAD 
DISTRICT 

Sudar Subdivision 
1 Berhampur Town 
2 Beldanga . 
3 Nawada 
4 Hariharpara 
5 Domkal 
6 Jalangi 

Lalbagh Subdivision 
1 Murshidabad 
2 Jiaganj 
3 Nabagram 
4 Lalgola 
5 Bhagwangola 
6 Raninagar 

J angipur SlIbdivision 
1 Farakka 
2 Samserganj 
3 Suti 
4 Raghunathganj 
5' Sagardighi 

f{andi Subdivision . 
1 Kandi 
2 Khargram 
3 Burwan 
4 Bharatpur 

Population Variation -Population VariatioD Population Variation Population Va.riati(,n Population 
1911 1901-11 1901 1891-1901 1891 1881-91 1881 Hs72-81 1872 

10 II 12 

1,345,073 + 22,587 1,322,486 

420,129 
86,371 

117,286 
50,779 
53,351 
63,408 
48,934 

293,947 
38,781 
19,910 
49,833 
58,572 
59,254 
67,597 

329,504 
45,477 
57,492 
66,097 
98,090 
62,348 

301,493 
61,745 
68,549 
74,378 
96,821 

-10,260 
538 
731 

1,038 
- 3,830 

2,327 
1,796 

+ 2,802 
242 

5,358 
+ 3,625 
+ 4,294 
+ 3,162 

2,679 

+16.479 
+ 6,236 
+ 7,884 
+ 2,810 

276 
175 

+13,566 
+ 3,609 
+ 4,777 
+ 4,572 
+ 608 

430,389 
86,909 

118,017 
51.817 
57,181 
65,735 
50,730 

291,145 
39,023 
25,268 
46,208 
54,278 
56,092 
70,276 

313,025 
39,241 
49,608 
63,287 
98,366 
62,523 

287,927 
58,136 
63,772 
69,806 
96,213 

13 14 

+71,540 1,250,946 

+ 29,387 
+ 8,733 
+ 11,858 
+ 3,039 
+ 2,123 
+ 2,051 
+ 1,583 

-15,298 
+ 3,921 

4,580 
+ 4,642 
- 6,436 
+ 2,502 
-15,347 

+27,136 
+ 4,183 
+ 5,288 
- 5,550 
+ 14,193 
+ 9,022 

+30,315 
+ 5,842 
+ 7,791 
+ 7,014 
+ 9,668 

401,002 
87,176 

106,159 
48,778 
55,077 
63,684 
49,147 

306,443 
35,102 
29,848 
41,566 
60,714 
53,590 
85,623 

285,889 
35,058 
44,320 
68,837 
84,173 
53,501 

257,612 
52,294 
55,981 
62,792 
86,545 

15 16 

+24,156 1,226,790 

+ 4,083 • 
+ 262 
+ 356 
+ 1,219 
- 2,077 
+ 2,440 
+ 1,883 

+ 8.448 
+ 117 

1,039 
+ 140 
+ 5,678 

3,648 
+ 7,200 

+ 8,986 
+ 4,347 
+ 5,495 
+ 2.281 

1,918 
1,219 

+ 2,639 
+ 175 
+ 1,963 
+ 211 
+ 290 

396,919 
77 ,914 

105,803 
47.559 
57,135 
61,244 
47,264 

297,995 
34,985 
30,887 
41,426 
55,036 
57,238 
78,423 

276,903 
30,711 
38,825 
66,556 
86,091 
54,720 

254,973 
52,119 
54,018 
62,581 
86,255 

17 18 

+ 12.686 1,214,104 

+ 487 
1,578 
2,143 

+ 5,095 
569 
180 
138 

8,985 
708 

5,251 
839 

+ 5.914 
3,937 
4,164 

+32,164 
+ 5,474 
+ 6,920 
+17,147 
+ 1,604 
+ 1,019 

-10,980 
1,056 
6,910 
1,267 
1,747 

396.432 
79,4!J2 

107,946 
42,464 
57,704 
61,424 
47,402 

306,980 
35,693 
36,138 
42,265 
49,122 
61,175 
82,587 

244,739 
25,237 
31,905 
49,409 
84,487 
53,701 

265,953 
53,175 
60,928 
63,848 
88,002 

The undermentioned statement shows the above variations as percentages of the previous decade or group 
of decades : 

Percentage variations in population of Murshidabad from decade to decade, 1872-1951 

Percentage Variation 
r-

1901-51 1921-51 1872-1921 1941-51 1931-41 1921-31 1911-21 1901-11 1891-1901 1881-!)\ 1872-81 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

Sadar Subdivision 
Berhampur Town 
Beldanga . 
Nawada 
Hariharpara 
Domkal 
Jalangi 

Lulbagh Subdivision 
Murshidabad 
Jiaganj 
Nabagram 
Lalgola 
Bhagwangola 
Raninagar 

J angipuy Subdivision 
Farakka 
Samserganj 
Suti . . 
Raghunathganj 
Sagardighi 

f{andi Subdivision 
Kandi 
Khargram 
Burwan 
Bharatpur 

+29'7 

+26'5 
+58·6 
+28·2 
+ \3'2 
+ 2·4 
+26·0 
+ 8·5 

+35·3 
+ 14·2 
+ 15·3 
+30·8 
+44·2 
+60·1 
+30·4 

+38·0 
+49·8 
-1-49·8 
+44·9 
+34·8 
+ 19·2 

+20'1 
+22·9 
+28·4 
+ 17·3 
+ 14·8 

+40'2 

+42'8 
+72·7 
+39'6 
+29·1 
+25'2 
+45·7 
+25·5 

+46'5 
+24'4 
+60'8 
+31·4 
+57·5 
+49·6 
+54·7 

+47'3 
+45·3 
+45·3 
+47'7 
+55'4 
+37'4 

+23'] 
+24'9 
+27'6 
+ 19·3 
+21·7 

+ 0·8 

3·9 
+ 0·4 
+ 0·4 
+ 7'0 
-18'9 
- 7'5 
- 7·5 

-12"4 
+ 0'4 
-49'9 
+ 8·8 
+ 1'1 
- 1·8 
-28·2 

+ 19'8 
+60'3 
+60·3 
+25'6 
+ H 
+ 1'1 

+ 5'6 
+ 7'6 
+ 5'4 
+ 7'6 
+ 3'0 

+ 4'6 

+ 8'9 
4- 25'4 
+ 4'6 
+ 2·1 
+ 6'4 
+ 8'2 

2·1 

+ 8·2 
+ 3'1 
+26'1 
+ 6'8 
+ 10'7 
+ 13'5 
+ 0·6 

+ 4'9 
+ 10'3 
+ 10'3 

0'5 
+ 3'7 
+ 5·2 

5'4 
5·5 

+ 0'0 
6·4 
8·2 
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+ 19'7 

+23'5 
+30'1 
+ 26'1 
+23'3 
+20·4 
+20·4 
+ 13·4 

+17'3 
+ 14·0 
+32'1 
+ 8·2 
+22·9 
+23·5 
+ 12·8 

+20·0 
+ 15·8 
+ 15·8 
+22·2 
+28·1 
+ 11·7 

+16·7 
+ 15·9 
+ 14·1 
+ 17·8 
+ 18·1 

+ 12·0 

+ 6'1 
+ 5·8 
+ 5·8 
+ 2·5 

2·3 
+ 11·7 
+ 13·0 

+15'3 
+ 5·8 
- 3·5 
+ 13·8 
+ 15·6 
+ 6·8 
+36'4 

+16·9 
+ 13·8 
+ 13·8 
+21'5 
+ 16'9 
+ 16·9 

+11'5 
+ 14·0 
+ 11·8 
+ 8·1 
+ 12·3 

9·0 

9'3 
7'6 
7'6 

-10·5 
-12·3 
-10·4 
-10·4 

8'5 
- 7'6 
- 9'0 
- 7·7 
-15·2 
+ 1·3 
-12·3 

-JJ-O 
-11·0 
-11·0 
- 6·1 
-13·0 
-13'0 

6'9 
7'3 
6·3 
7·6 
6·3 

+ 1·7 

- 2'4 
0·6 

- 0·6 
2·0 
6·7 
3·5 
3·5 

+ 1·0 
0·6 

-21·2 
7·8 

+ 7·9 
+ 5·6 
- 3·8 

+ 5·3 
+ 15'9 
+ 15·9 
+ 4·4 

0·3 
0·3 

+ 4'7 
+ 6·2 
+ 7·5 
+ 6·5 
+ 6·3 

+ 5·7 

+ 7'3 
+ 11'2 
+ 11'2 
+ 6·2 
+ 3·9 
+ 3·2 
+ 3·2 

5·0 
+ 11'2 
-15'3 
+ 11'2 
-10·6 
+ 4·7 
-18·0 

+ 9·5 
+11'9 
+ 11·9 
- 8'1 
+ 16·9 
+ 16·9 

+11'8 
+ 11·2 
+ 13'9 
+ 11·2 
+ 11·2 

+ 2'0 

+ 1·0 
+ 0'3 
+ 0'3 
+ 2'6 

3·6 
+ 4·0 
+ 4'0 

+ 2'8 
+ 0·3 

3'4 
+ 0·3 
+ 10'3 

6'4 
+ 9'2 

+ 3'2 
+ 14'2 
+ 14'2 
+ 3'4 

2'2 
2'2 

+ 1'0 
+ 0·3 
+ 3·6 
+ 0·3 
+ 0·3 

+ 1·0 

+ 0'1 
-;- 2·0 

2'0 
+ 12·0 

1·0 
0·3 
0·3 

2·9 
2·0 

-14·5 
- 2·0 
+ 12·0 
- 6·4 
- 5·0 

+13·1 
+21·7 
+21·7 

.+34·7 
+ 1·9 
+ 1·9 

4·1 
2·0 

-11·3 
2·0 

- 2·0 



The north of the district suffers from diluvion, a good 
deal of land on its southern bank being washed away 
by the Ganges and thrown up on the opposite side in 
MaIda and Rajshahi. There is consequently a move
ment of cultivators and others to the new alluvial forma
tions of MaIda district, exodus to Rajshahi being stopped 
by the Partition of Bengal. There is a fair amount of 
immigration from the Santal Parganas. Altogether 92 
per cent. of the people live in 1,901 villages, and the 
urban population amounts only to 134,927 persons. 

The following table shows the changes in the general, 
rural and urban density of the district between 1901 
and 1951: 

Changes in density (persons per square mile) 1901-1951 

1951 1941 1931 1921 1911 1901 

Total 828 795 661 591 649 638 
Rural 773 747 625 556 617 609 
Urban 5,053 4,350 3,439 3,292 3,127 2,843 

In the beginning of the century the east and west 
of the district were clearly differentiated by population 
density, the latter being greater in the alluvial country 
to the east of the Bhagirathi than in the less fertile 
country to the west; but in the course of the last forty 
years, especially between 1931 and 1951 this difference 
in the density has been largely wiped out and the 
district now enjoys almost a uniform density in every 
part except for certain very densely populated police 
stations. These police stations are Beldanga, which has 
a density of 1,056 persons to the square mile in 1951, 
Farakka with a density of 1,031 persons to the square 
mile, Samserganj with a density of 1,749 persons to the 
square mile and Raghunathganj with a density of 1,300 
persons to the square mile. 

Beldanga is one of the most fertile police stations in 
the district commanding the low Kalantar clay lands 
and the alluvium of the 'Bhagirathi river. It used to 
have a sugar mill formerly which shut down, but still 
supplies ~ar&e quantities of sugarcane to the Ramnagar 
Sugar MIll III Plassey. It has large orchards of fruit 
trees and kitchen vegetables, and land under mulberry 
for silk. Except for 1921 when, badly distressed by the 
influenza epidemic, its density went as low as 756, it 
has had steady growth from 753 in 1872 to 1,056 in 
1951. Farakka, Samserganj and Raghunathganj police 
stations are exceptionally fertile alluvial areas inhabited 
largely by a sturdy community called the Shershabadia 
Muslims, among whom mortality is low and health is 
good. The following statement shows the percentage 
of the number of villages and towns and the percentage 
of the total population in villages and towns of the dis
trict with (1) l.ess than 2,000 population, (2) 2,000 to 
10,000 populatIon and (3) above 10,000 popUlation in 
the years, 1901, 1921 and 1951. 

1901 1921 1951 

Less { P,,=ta,o of n=b<, 
than of villages and towns 99'21 95·14 89·98 

2,000 Percentage of total 
popula tion . . 89·19 71·25 56·12 

2,000 { ""=nta,., of num"'" 
to of villages and towns 0'65 4·61 9·65 

10,000 
Percefl tage of total 
popula tion . . . 5·12 23·14 35·40 

{ Po=nta", of numb" 
Above of villages and towns 0·14 0·25 0·37 
10,000 Percentage of total 

population . . 8'48 5·61 5·69 

The following account of the villages is quoted from 
Colonel Gastrell's Report on Murshidabad (1860). 
Though almost a century has passed since it was written, 
conditions have not changed. "Nearly everyone of 
the permanent villages is buried in a thick jungle of 
bamboos, trees, underwood, and long rank weeds and 
creepers. If, on raising a new village, the people do 
not find trees available to build under, they plant them 
of all kinds to afford themselves shade, and to their 
frail tenements protection from storms and the strong 
north-westers which precede the rains. The humidity 
of the atmosphere and rich soil soon supply a flourishing 
crop of brushwood, grass and gigantic weeds of all 
kinds. Holes are dug in all directions for earth to raise 
the houses. These, filled with water by the first rains, 
supply each man with water at his door if he wishes it. 
Then, in course of time, when the jungle is full-grown, 
the wind totally excluded, and the pools of stagnant 
water are coated over with thick green confervm, the 
Bengali may be seen enjoying himself, and keeping out 
the mosquitoes by filling the inside of the house witk 
smoke. Easily contented, lazy, and not over-burdened 
with wealth, the peasants choose the evils they consider 
the least, and habit accustoms them to look on their 
village as perfection. 

"They offer a strong contrast in their choice of sites 
to the Santals, their neighbours, some of whom are 
domiciled in the north-west of the district. These latter 
invariably select the highest and driest spot for their 
villages, and carefully cut and keep down every particle 
of jungle in and about them, growing only a few useful 
trees in the long central road, either for shade, fruit or 
oilseeds. Each Santal's house is a complete little farm 
enclosure, holding the owner's dwelling house, granary, 
cow and pigeon-houses and pig-sty. Their villages' 
extend in one long line, with houses built on each side 
of the road; the head-man's or manjhi's house being 
generally in the centre." 
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The huts of the poorer classes, in the north-west 
portion of Murshidabad, are built with mud walls and 
thatched with rice straw. In other parts of the district 
a framework house of bamboo is usually made first. 
The floor is then raised of mud, well rammed to the 
necessary height to afford protection from inundation. 
In some places the walls are made of mud, enclosing the 
uprights; in others plaited grass or matting or slips of 
bamboo are used instead of mud, and are sometimes 
covered again with a coating of clay and cow-dung. 
Sometimes the gable ends are left open at the top for 
ventilation, but the generality are closed up. In the 
low lands near the Ganges the houses are temporary 
constructions. A light thatch and lighter walls suffice 
for the wants of the inhabitants, who remove their pro
perty, as soon as the river waters rise high enough to 
endanger their huts. 

In the west of the district the ordinary homestead 
is very similar to that commonly to be found in Burd
wan district. The following description of the ordinary 
well-to-do peasant's house in Burdwan which is similar 
to that in the Kandi subdivision is taken from Bengal 
Peasant Life by the Revd. Lal Behari Day, published 
in 1875. 

"You enter Badan's house with your face to the east, 
through a small door of mango wood on the street, and 



you go at once to the uthan, or open yard; w~i~h is 
indispensable to the house of every peasant m the 
country. On the west side of the y.ard stands the bara 
ghar, or the big hut. Its walls, WhlC~ ar.e of mud, are 
of great thickness and the th~tch, whIch IS of t~e straw 
of paddy, is more than a cubIt deep: The hut. IS ab~JUt 
sixteen cubits long and twelve cubItS broad,. m~ludmg 
the verandah, which faces the yard, and which IS sup
ported by props of palmyra. It is d.ivided into t.wo 
compartments of unequal size, the bIgger on~ bemg 
Badan's sleeping-room, and the smaller one bemg the 
store-room of the family, containing a number of 
handis, or earthen vessels, filled with provisions. The 
verandah is the parlour or the drawing-room of the 
family. Their friends and acquaintances sit on mats. 
In Badan's sleeping-room are kept the brass vessels of 
the house and other valuables. There is no khat or 
bedstead in it, for Badan sleeps on the mud floor, a m~t 
and a quilt stuffed with cotton interposing between hIS 
body and mother earth. There is not much light in 
the room for the thatch of the verandah prevents its 
admission', while there is but one small window high 
up on the wall towards the street. I need scarcely add 
that there is no furniture in the room, no table, no 
chairs, no stools, no almirah, no wardrobe, no benches; 
there is only in one corner a solitary wooden box. 

"On the south side of the yard is a smaller hut which 
, is used as a lumber-room, or rather as a tool-room, 

for keeping the implements of husbandry .. In the 
verandah of this little hut is placed the dhenkt, or the 
rice-husking pedal.. From this circumstance the ~i~tle 
hut is called dhenktsiilii (pedal-house), or more famIlIar
ly dhenksal. 

"In the south-east corner of the yard is another living 
hut, the verandah of which serves the purpose of a 
kitchen. From this latter circumstance it is called 
paksiilii (cooking-house), but Badan and his family 
always called it by the more familiar name of rannaghar. 
The only other hut on the premises is the cow-house, 
called gosiilii, or more familiarly goal. Several 
large earthen tubs, called niinds, which serve the 
purpose of troughs, are put on the floor, half 
buried in small mounds of earth, near which are 
stuck in the ground tether-posts of bamboo. In one 
corner is a sort of fire-place, where every night 
a fire, or rather smoke, of cow-dung cakes is made, 
chiefly for the purpose of saving the bovine inmates from 
the bite of mosquitoes and fleas. The eastern side of the 
premises opens on a tank which supplies the family 
of Badan, as it does other families in the neighbour
hood, with water, not, indeed, for drinking, but for 
every other purpose; the drinking water being obtained 
from one of the big tanks which are stuated on the 
outskirts of the village. 

"About the middle of the uthan, or yard, and near 
the COW-house, is the granary of paddy, called gola in 
other parts of the country, but in the Burdwan district 
invariably called marai. It is cylindrical in shape, 
made entirely of ropes of twisted straw, with a circular 
thatch on the top. It contains a quantity of paddy 
sufficient for the consumption of the family from one 
harvest to another. Not far from the granary is the 
palui, or straw stack, which is an immense pile of 
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paddy-straw kept in the open air, to serve as fodder for 
cows and oxen for a whole year. 

"Behind the kitchen, and near the tank, is t.he 
sarkuda, or the dust-heap of the family, whic~ is a 
large hole, not very deep, into which the sweepmgs of 
the yard, the ashes of the kitchen, the refuse of the cow
house, and all sorts of vegetable matter,. are thr?wn. 
This dust-heap, though somewhat hurtful 1n :: samtary 
point of view, is essentially necessary to our ralyat, as It 
supplies him with manure for his fields." 

Religions-Murshidabad has a small immigrant 
population. Muslims predominate in the Sadar, Lalbagh 
and Jangipur subdivisions and are scattered over 
Bharatpur, Burwan and Khargram poli~e stations .of 
Kandi subdivision. There is a small Sza commumty 
of Muslims in Lalbagh, the rest being mostly Sunnis a:r:d 
Sheikhs. There is a community of Shersha"?adm 
Muslims on the river line of the Ganges. Among tnbals, 
the Santals, mostly immigrants from ~he. Santal 
Parganas, have settled in Jangipur, Sagardhighl, Naba
gram and Khargram thanas. There are also Oraons, 
Karas and Mundas. The principal Hindu castes are 
Mahishyas, Sadgops, Chainmandals, Brahmans, Gaps 
and Puros. The following statement shows t~e 
strength of the major religious communities in MurshI
dabad district. 

Religions in Murshidabad, 1951 
Hindus . . . . 
Pencentage to population . 
Sikhs . . . 
Percentage to population 
Jains . . . 
Percentage to popUlation 
Buddhist. . . . 
Percentage to population . 

765,218 
44·60 

51 
0·00 

1,408 
0·08 

20 
0·00 

Muslims. . . 947,815 
Percentage to population . 55·24 
Christians . . . 745 
Percentage to population . 0·05 
Tribal . . . . 441 
Percentage to population . 0·03 
Religions not stated 61 
Percentage to popUlation 0·00 

Of the tribals as many as 21,427 persons in the dis
trict speak Santali as their mother tongue, although only 
441 persons retume~ ~hemselves a~ a~hering to the 
Santal religion as dIstmct from Hm~Ulsm. Only 215 
persons in 1951 spoke Oraon as theIr mother tongue. 
The Oraons are also commonly known as Dhangars, the 
name meaning merely a contract .l~boure:, or as Bunas, 
a generic description for the abongmal tnbes of Chhota
nagpur: The figures for Christians include 20 person~, 
16 males and 4 fem~les who spea~ English as t~eIr 
mother tongue. Various Christian MiSSIOns have from time 
to time established stations in the district, but have not 
met with much success. There is a small Scandinavian 
Mission at Itor in Nabagram police station of Lalbagh 
subdivision. The only Mission now at work is a branch 
of the London Missionary Society, worki~g ifl Berha.m
pur, which began work in 1824. I~ mamtams a HIgh 
School at Khagra, one Middle EnglIsh School at Gora
bazar and a Teachers' Training College at Khagra. 
There is a very excellent Missionary Hospital for women 
in Jiaganj. 



The Jains, though not numerous, are an influential 
section of the community owing to their importance as 
bankers and landholders. The wealthy up-country 
merchants who were settled at Azimganj and Jiaganj 
belonged almost exclusively to this sect. They have 
almost monopolised tlle wholesale trade of the district in 
Jiaganj-Azimganj, Kasimbazar, Lalgola, Dhulian and 
Suti, and are among the wealthiest merchants in Bengal. 
The great banking family of the J agat Seths were original
ly Jains. Other Jain families migrated to Murshidabad 
from Bikaner in the 18th century. Their temples are 
conspicuous on the banks of the Bhagirathi in Jiaganj, 
Azimganj, Kasimbazar and Dhulian. The great majority 
of the Jain images at Pareshnath and Rajgir have been 
donated by Murshidabad families. 

The following statement shows those Scheduled Castes 
and Tribes, each of which numbers more than 2,000 in 
strength in the district. 

Names of the Males Females 
Scheduled Castes 

Bagdi 20,290 20,121 
Bauri 1,221 t.130 
Bhuimali 1,079 1.079 
(hamar 1,010 1,145 
Dhoba l.138 1,000 
Dom 1,109 1,122 
Hari 3,473 2,59-5 
J alia Kaibartta 1,880 1.613 
Jhalo Malo or Malo 5,739 6,036 
Konai 8,716 8,493 
Mal 8,691 7,980 
Muchi 11,913 11,735 
Namosudra 8,218 7,427 
Pod 4,849 4,664 
Rajbanshi 13,196 11,126 

Scheduled Tribe 
Santal 10,867 10,986 

More than nine-tenths of the Muslims are Sheikhs, this 
being now a common designation for practically all who 
cannot claim to be Saiyads, Pathans or Mughals, or who 
do not belong to some well recognized functional group, 
such as Jolas or Kulus. 

The chief Hindu castes are those characteristic of 
Central and West Bengal, with the exception of the 
Chains. The latter have a limited geographical dis
tribution, the only other places where they are numerous 
being MaIda, and Bihar. They are an economically 
back~ard caste, whose occupations are mainly cultiva
tion and labour. Two other castes which are more or 
less peculiar to this district are the Pundaris and 
Chasatis. The Pundaris or PUfOS, who are also found 
in Birbhum and MaIda, are agriculturists, vegetable
growers and silk-worm rearers by occupation. They are 
thought by some to be an offshoot of the Pod caste, 
the cause of separation being the adoption of an occupa
tion not followed by the main body of the caste. They 
forbid widow marriage, and follow the ordinary obser
vances of middle-class Hindus. The Chasatis, who are 
found in MaIda as well as Murshidabad, are also culti
vators and silk-worm rearers. The name Chasati is not 
confined to them, but is also assumed in this district by 
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the Chasadhobas. They are a cultivating caste who arc 
anxious to disclaim any previous connection with the 
Dhoba caste, and therefore have adopted the name of 
Satchasi in the place of their old name, which they are 
afraid may be taken to imply that they were originally 
Dhobas who took to cultivation. 

Caste Government-Among the so-called backward 
castes the old system of self-government still has consi
derable vitality. The members of the caste themselves 
adjudicate upon matters affecting the purity or solidarity 
of the caste, and inflict punishments upon fellow mem
bers who are proved guilty of offences against the caste 
laws. The sentence is passed either by a majlis, i.e., a 
general meeting of the caste men, or is the decree of 
a committee of elders; its ultimate sanction is expulsion 
from the community, which naturally depends on the 
unanimous consent of all belonging to it. As a mle, 
the caste councils deal with individual offences already 
committed, and do not prescribe rules for future con
duct. They are tribunals rather than legislative 
assemblies. 

The authority of the caste councils in this district 
appears to be weaker than it is in other parts of the 
country, such as Bihar, and their verdicts are not treated 
with the same unquestioning respect. Indeed they 
rarely assemble now-a-days and prudently enough pass 
such sentences as they believe will be obeyed. 

Fairs and religious gatherings-The most important 
fairs and religious gatherings are as follows: -( 1) The 
Tulsi-Bihar Mela, which is held at Jangipur in March, and 
also at Nashipur in the Lalbagh subdivision. That at 
J angipur lasts a month. (2) The Keshabpur Mela in 
the Kandi subdivision, which lasts seven days. (3) 
The Gangasnan Mela at Mauganpara in the Sadar sub
division, which is held on the first day of Magh, when 
some 10,000 visit the place to bathe in the sacred river. 
(4) The Puranhat and Kalitala Melas in the Kandi sub
division. The latter lasts only a day and attracts about 
4,000 people. (5) The Kiriteswari Mela held on every 
Tuesday during Paus at the temple of Kiriteswari, 
5 miles west of Lalbagh. (6) Melas at Banyeswar in 
Sagardighi thana during the Sivaratri and Chaitra 
Sankranti festivals: they last two days and attract about 
7,000 people. (7) A mela held at Lalgola during the 
Rathajatra festival, which is attended by about 12,000 
people. Minor religious gatherings are: -( 1) The Chaltia
maltia Mela, in honour of Rama, is held at a spot about 
a mile south of 'Berhampur, commencing on the 9th day 
of the month of Chaitra (March-April) and lasts for about 
thirty days. (2) Saraswati Mela is held at Nimtita in 
ApriL in honour of the goddess Saraswati, and lasts for 
eight days. (3) Syamsundardeva Thakur's Meta is held 
at Sagardhighi in January. (4) Kapileswar Mela is 
held in May at Saktipur, in honour of Kapileswar, one 
of the many names of Siva. Other fairs of less note 
are Ananta Baruah's Mela at Mangalpur in December 
and Basantipuja Meta at Manigram in April. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

General conditions-There is little detailed informa
tion regarding the general healthiness of the district till 
half a century ago, but the somewhat scanty references 
to its climat~ which are found in existing records, though , 



mainly concerned with the towns of Murshidabad and 
Berhampur and their neighbourhood, are sufficient to 
show that for the last 100 years it has had a somewhat 
evil reputation. "There are", it was observed in 
Hunter's Statistical Account (1876), "certain spots in 
the district which have been desolated by fever within 
the present century, and which still remain deserted. 
Of these the most conspicuous is Cossimbazar, where 
the old stagnant channel of the Bhagirathi still attests 
the cause of the pestilence which overthrew this once 
flourishing city. It is said that the place was depopu
lated by a malarious fever in 1814, the year which 
immediately followed the change of course of the river. 
There are still a few miserable inhabitants, who haunt 
the banks of the Cossimbazar lake, as the stagnant pool 
is yet called ; but their sickly condition can never be 
ameliorated until either that lake be drained, or a cur
rent of fresh water be diverted into it. Birnagar, the 
residence of the celebrated Rani Bhawani, is said to 
have been destroyed in the beginning of this century by 
a similar catastrophe. The village of Mirzapur, in the 
thana of the same name, has also been ruined by fever ; 
though in this case the cause of the malaria was not 
equally manifest. Prior to 1862, Mirzapur was consi
dered a very healthy place, and had a large popUlation, 
chiefly composed of silk manufacturers and weavers. 
But in that year a virulent outbreak of malarious fever 
took place; and it is said that in a few months half the 
inhabitants either died or left their homes. Medical 
relief was at length sent, and the mortality greatly' 
diminished; but at the present time the village cannot 
boast of a single healthy person. A neighbouring vill
age called Belghata has met with the same fate. Both 
these two villages have dirty holes and old ponds, with 
innumerable clumps of bamboos and other trees on the 
sides." 

Further evidence of the unhealthiness of the district 
is given in Colonel Gastrell's Geographical and Statisti
cal Account at the Murshidabad District (1860): ~"The 
district of Murshidabad cannot be called healthy. The 
western side of the Bhagirathi has more claims to the 
title than the eastern, but on neither bank do the inhabi
tants appear robust and strong; they are all weakly
looking and short in stature. Fever and cholera are the 
great scourges of the district, more especially in the 
towns and villages on the Bhagirathi, and above all in 
the city of Murshidabad and its environs. In fact, in 
the large bazars cases are to be found all the year round. 
As a general rule, the months of March, April and May, 
preceding the rainy weather, and October, November 
and half of December, which follow the cessation of 
the rains, are the most unhealthy months. No sooner 
does the Bhagirathi fall sufficiently low to allow the 
jhil waters to drain off into it, than sickness commences 
all along the river banks. It is to this influx of jhiZ 
water that the natives themselves attribute the sickness 
so prevalent before the cpld season has fairly set in. 
When to this is added the numerous half-burned bodies 
that are daily thrown into the river, which is then almost 
a chain of stagnant pools, there is little cause to wonder 
at the sickness of those who habitually use this water 
for drinking and cooking purposes." 

Special inquiries-A special inquiry into the state of 
the district was made by the Bengal Drain~ge 
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Committee in 1906-07, in connection with which an 
investigation into the prevalence and distribution of 
malaria was carried out (in January and February 1907) 
by Captain G. E. Stewart, LM.S., and Lieutenant A. H. 
Proctor, I.M,S. The areas visited by these two officers 
were (1) a strip of land on each side of the river Bhagi·· 
rathi from Gorabazar on the south to the -retired line of 
the Bhagirathi embankment on the north, (2) that part 
of the Bhagwangola thana which lies outside the retired 
line of the embankment, (3) the Hariharpara thana and 
(4) the Lalgola thana. The prevalence of malaria was 
ascertained by taking the spleen rates of children under 
12 years of age. AI together, 4,744 children were 
examined in 70 villages, 1,952 were found to have 
enlarged spleens, giving a spleen rate of 41 per cent: 
this, it may be remarked incidentally, was a lower rate 
than that observed in either Nadia or Jessore. 

The following statement shows the spleen rates 
recorded in 1906-07 in the different villages according 
to their situation. 

Situated on 
Qry land not flooded annually. 
Dead rivers 
Hils. 

Dry land flooded annually 
Live rivers 

Average 
spleen rate 

57 
51·6 
49 

39 
38·6 

The high rate of villages on dry land which 
is not flooded annually was associated with thick 
jungle, collections of casual water and dirty tanks 
in the villages. The rate for bil villages, was reduced 
by the inexplicably low figure returned for three villages 
on the Telkar Bil " and it was remarked that the average 
(80) for the other villages "probably represents the 
usual prevalence of malaria in the biZ villages, at any 
rate on the east side of the Bhagirathi river, more accu
rately than the average of 49 for the whole class." The 
explanation of the low.rate for villages that are flooded 
annually was that "probably the majority of such vill
ages are inundated annually by the overflow of the 
Bhagirathi, which thoroughly wash~s out the village and 
its surroundings, and sinks rapidly with the fall of the 
river, and also that a large proportion of these villages 
are very free from jungle." 

The general conclusion arrived at by the officers who 
conducted the investigation was as follows: 

"Malaria appears to be prevalent, and there is a 
large mortality directly due to malaria over the whole 
area visited,. but particularly in the area lying so~th ~f 
the retired lme of the embankment between the Bhagl
rathi river and the Gobra Nullah, and in the Harihar
para thana. The area lying north of the retired line of 
the embankment appears to be more healthy. Average 
spleen rates have been shown to be highest in villages 
with the most jungle, and also in villages and areas 
where the sinking of the subsoil water since the rains 
has been least. It is probable that it is to the ·combina
tion of these two factors that the large amount of malaria 
is due, and not to either of them by itself." 

With reference to the report submitted by the investi
gating officers. and also to the facts disclosed by the 
census of 1901 and by the thana statistics of vital 



occurrences, the Drainage Committee came to the 
following conclusions: 

"Taking the average annual district death-rate from 
fever (1901-1905) as 29'7 per mile, it may be concluded 
that the thanas which exhibit a rate ot 25 and under 
are fairly healthy, and those in excess of 40 noticeably 
the reverse. The healthy thanas of Khargaon, Kandi, 
Burwan, Gokaran, and Bharatpur (consisting the Kandi 
subdivision) occupy a compact block in the south-west 
corner, while Raghunathganj and Mirzapur, along with 
Shamserganj, Suti and Sagardighi (the rates for which 
are only slightly higher) lie to the north-west-all 
(except Raghunathganj) to the west of the Bhagirathi. 
The only other thanas on that side of the river are 
Nabagram, which is neither specially healthy nor the 
reverse, and Asanpur, which falls within the area of 
high rates. The feverish than as group themselves in a 
well-defined tract, running north to south along the east 
bank of the Bhagirathi from Bhagwangola, through 
Manullabazar, Shahanagar, Daulatbazar, Asanpur (west 
of the Bhagirathi), Sujaganj and Gorabazar. The aver
age annual mortality from fever (1901-1905) in these 
thanas runs higher than any rates in e~ther Jessore or 
Nadia, with the one exception of the Gangni thana in 
the latter, which exceeds the rate of Bhagwangola only. 
Hariharpara adjoining to the east is only slightly less 
unhealthy. The eastern portion of the district, Gowas, 
Jalangi and Noada, stands midway in point of health 
between the two areas above defined. 

"The variations in the total population recorded in 
the three censuses, especially during the decade 1891-
1901 (the figures for the earlier ten years were affected 
by epidemic fever), corroborate these conclusions in a 
marked manner. The district as a whole showed a fair 
increase in population at the last census ( + 6'6 per cent), 
but all the noticeably unhealthy thanas, with the excep
tion of Bhagwangola and Hariharpara, a.nd Gorabazar 
and Asanpur, which were practically stationary, showed 
a falling off, although it is to be remarked that the 
declining prosperity of the trade which used to centre 
around Murshidabad and Cossirnbazar has also contri
buted to this result. The only other decrease in Suti, 
which is a healthy area, was due to emigration, not 
illness. 

"Turning to the totals of births and deaths during 
the five years 1901-05, we get further evidence to the 
same effect. All the eight thanas mentioned above 
as particularly feverish show an excess of deaths, 
with the exception of Bhagwangola, in which the 
increase was, however, small. The only other thanas 
similarly situated are J alangi and N oada, which 
have not been classed as specially unhealthy, although 
the fever rate in the former (36'7) is considex:ably 
above the district rate. The health conditions of 
the district being so well defined, the local opinion as 
to their distribution accords with what has been 
said above. 

"The recent investigation of Captain Stewart and 
Lieutenant Proctor touched rapidly the most unhealthy 
tracts as above defined, and it is in accordance with 
the conclusions already drawn that' the tract comprised 
in the Manullabazar, Shahan agar, Daulatbazar, Suja
ganj, Gorabazar and Hariharpara thanas yielded the high 
average spleen rate of 62'6... The presence of 
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Leishman-Donovan infection was not to any extent 
detected, but this pronouncement should be ac
cepted with caution in view of the decided opinion 
of Major Nott, I.:M.S., who knew the district well, 
given in the annual sanitary reports for 1904 and 
1905, that this disease was unquestionably very 
prevalent. 

"The facts then may be summarised as follows: 
(a) Some portions of the district are extremely un
healthy, more so than Jessore or Nadia; other portions 
are comparatively healthy. (b) Fever is similarly distri
buted. (c) Local investigation has shown that the fever 
is lJlalarial, but the presence or absence of Leishman
Donovan infection is an open question. (d) The most 
malarious thanas are 'Bhagwangola, Manullabazar, 
Shahanagar, Sujaganj, Gorabazar, Hariharpara, Asan
pur and perhaps ]alangi. (e) The least malarious areas 
are comprised in the whole of Kandi subdivision and 
in the thanas of Samserganj, Suti, Raghunathganj, 
Mirzapur and Sagardighi.' , 

A further inquiry, which lasted six months, was made 
during 1908-09 in five representative thanas, viz., Suja
ganj, Daulatbazar, Shahanagar, Bhagwangola and 
Samserganj, by Major W. H. C. Forster, I.M.S., 
Professor of Pathology in the Lahore Medical College, 
who was placed on deputation with the Bengal Govern
ment. One of the principal objects in view was to 
ascertain the extent to which Kala-azar prevailed. The 
spleen rate (which was ascertained by examining 
children under 12 years of age) was found to range from 
1 per cent. in Samserganj to 55 per cent. in Shaha
nagar. The thanas in which the highest total mortality 
was returned also had the highest spleen rate as shown 
below. The spleen rate was also higher in biZ 
villages than in villages situated away from the banks 
of bils, being 42'6 in the former and only 25'8 in the 
latter. 

Spleen rates Total mortality 
1. Shahanagar 1. Shahanagar 
2. Sujaganj 2. Sujaganj 
3. Bhagwangola 3. Daulatbazar 
4. Daulatbazar 4. Bhagwangola 
5. Samserganj 5. Samserganj 

The Berhampur Dispensary, started in 1855, has been 
greatly improved during the present century and is on 
the way to a first-rate hospital in the State. There is an 
Advisory Committee of 13 members including the Dis
trict Magistrate as its Chairman. The Advisory Com
mittee holds securities to the tune of Rs. 429,200. The 
largest fund is administered by the Chairman of the 
Berhampur Municipality in favour of the Berhampur 
dispensary which amounts to about Rs. 162,600. The 
next largest fund is held by the Secretary, Berhampur 
Hospital Committee, as donation from the Raja Rao 
Jogendra Narayan of Lalgola to the tune of Rs. 80,000. 
The Secretary of the Committee holds another fund 
endowed by Raja ~ao Jogendra Narayan Ray of Lal
gala amounting to Rs. 63,400. The District Magistrate 
of Murshidabad administers the Rao Mahesh Narayan 
Eye Ward Fund of Rs. 67,500. The Secretary of the 
Hospital Committee holds still another fund called the 
Satyendra Narayan Annexe Fund of Rs. 50,000. There 
are other similar funds. The most considerable donor 
has been the Lalgola Raj. 

There is a total of 119 beds in 'i;he hospital, of which 
I' 



the male ward has 33, the female ward 21, the labour 
ward 8, the eye ward 28, the isolation ward 11, the 
T.B. ward 12, and the male paying ward 6. There 
are 6 cabins and 14 paying beds for special accommoda
tion of patients. The male ward was built very early 
in the history of this hospital, the cabins· were built in 
1907, the eye ward in 1911, the female ward in 1912, 
the new out-patients' department in 1916, the isolation 
ward in 1926, the present x-ray buildings in 1932, the 
pathology buildings and leprosy clinic in 1933, and the 
Lalgola ward in 1937. The Hospital has a radiological 
department, a pathological laboratory and a chest 
department for LB. patients. The number of in
patients admitted in the year 1951 was 8,273, the 
number of outdoor patients attending in 1951 was 
19,462. The superior staff of the Hospital consisted 
of 12 members including the Civil Surgeon, and there 
were 27 nurses. 

The Government are building one of the finest 
Women's Hospitals and Radiological Departments 
attached to this Hospital. When these are built 
the accommodation in the old building will be consi
derably re-arranged and this Hospital will be one 
of the largest. and best in central and northern West 
Bengal. 

The Murshidabad (Lalbag Dispensary) has also been 
greatly improved in recent years as regards accommoda
tion, equipment and general working. The Subdivi
sional Officer is the Chairman of the Advisory Com
mitteee, and the Hospital is under a doctor. There are 
4 nurses. The Hospital enjoys a small reserve fund. 
There is accommodation for 25 in-patients, 14 for 
males, 7 for females and 4 labour. There are 5 sepa
rate buildings including an operation theatre. The 
number of indoor patients admitted in 1951 was 738. 
The number of new outdoor patients in 1951 was 
13,369. 

The Jangipur Dispensary was first founded in 1864, 
and reorganised in 1873. Up to the latter date it had 
been merely a small and not very efficient establishment 
in connection with the subdivisional lock-up. But at 
the commencement of 1873 a meeting was held of the 
inhabitants, who guaranteed a local subscription of 
Rs. 500 per annum and forwarded a request to Govern
ment for a separate dispensary under a separate doctor. 
The male ward was built in the year 1878 and the female 
ward in 1898. There are 18 male beds and 4 female 
beds. The number of in-patients admitted in 1951 was 
392, and the number of new outdoor patients entertained 
in the same year was 14,963. There is no special 
accommodation or equipment like x-ray plants, etc, 
There are one Medical Officer and 4 nurses. There is an 
Advisory Committee. 

The Kandi Dispensary, the full title of which is the 
Kandi Girish Chandra Hospital, owes its establishment 
to the generosity of late Kumar Girish Chandra Sinha 
of Paikpara, who bequeathed the sum of Rs. 125,000 
for its construction and maintenance. It was built at 
a cost of Rs. 19,000 in 1888. It used to be maintained 
from the interest of the endowment which amount~d to 
Rs. 160,400, invested in Government promissory notes, 
supplemented by an annual grant of Rs. 600 from the 
local dispensary. It has now been taken over by the 
Government and has an Advisory Committee with the 

Subdivisional Officer of Kandi as Chairman. The 
accommodation of the in-patients amounts to 28 beds, 
1,2 beds for general male patients, 10 beds for general 
female patients and 6 beds for infectious cases, 3 each 
for males and females. The number of in-patients 
admitted in 1951 was 520, and the number of new out
door patients entertained in the same year 6,157. There 
are no special equipments like x-ray apparatus, etc. 
There are one doctor and 7 nurses. 

Azimganj Dispensary was founded in 1866 by 
Rai Dhanpat Singh Bahadur and was transferred to a 
new building in 1909. This building was erected from 
a donation of Rs. 15,000, given by Rai Dhanpat Singh 
Bahadur, who made a further gift of Rs. 15,000 for 
out-houses, besides giving Rs. 1,300 for levelling the 
site, and Rs. 1,000 for the equipment of the dis
pensary. There are one Medical Officer and 4 nurses. 
The accommodation consists of 14 beds for the 
male ward and 6 beds for the female ward. These 
20 beds include infectious cases. The number of in
patients admitted in 1951 was 177, and the number 
of new outdoor patients entertained in the same year, 
5,914. 

In recent years a great deal of work has been done to 
prevent cholera and malaria. Vaccination against small
pox is now almost universal. Subdivisional Health 
Officers are posted in every subdivision and the public 
health and sanitation staff has been strengthened. There 
is also a network of A. G. hospitals and rural health 
centres, an account of which will be found elsewhere 
in this volume. In 1949 the Sub divisional Officer of 
J angipur conducted a Paludrine experiment in Mirza
pur and Gankar ac(;ompanied by a campaign of jungle 
clearing and tank excavation. The experiment was so 
successful that the incidence of malaria fell from as high 
a figure as 58 per cent. of the population to as low as 
4 per cent . ..in the course of six months-June to 
November. 
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AGRICULTURE 
General conditions--The whole district, with the 

exception of the small portion which lies to the north 
of the entrance of the Bhagirathi, is divided into two 
tracts of nearly equal size by that river. The charac
teristics of these two divisions -are quite distinct both as 
regards the configuration of the country and the kind 
of crops cultivated, as well as the sort of weather 
required for their cultivation. The Bagri or eastern 
half is, as a rule, low and subject to inundation, but the 
alluvial soil is very fertile. The principal crops are aus 
or early rice and jute, and when they are off the ground 
abundant cold-weather crops are raised; but in the low 
lands to the south-east, over the tract known as the 
Kalantar, practically the only crop is aman or winter 
rice, which depends on floods for successful cultivation. 
In the Rarh or western portion, on the other hand, and 
also in thana Samserganj and the northern part of 
thana Suti, the land is generally high, but intersected 
with numerous bils and old beds of rivers. Winter rice is 
the main staple grown on the hard clay of the Rarh, and 
the cold-weather crops are few, but sugarcane, mulberry, 
tobacco, potatoes and various vegetables are also grown. 

Owing to differences of situation and surface, and 
of the nature of the crops grown, these two portions of 
the district are differently affected by the weather. Thus, 



for the eastern half, early rains are needed in April and 
May for the proper cultivation of the aus crop, and 
steady but not too heavy falls until the crop is reaped 
in August; a premature break-up of the rains is undesir
able, as also are very heavy falls when the cold-weather 
crops are in the ground; finally, some rain is wanted 
during the cold season. For aman rice, the great staple 
of the western half of the district, it is not so important 
that there should be early rain, though it is of advantage 
that the land should b.e prepared in good time for the 
reception of the seed. What is wanted above all is 
steady rain in the months of July, August, September 
and the early part of October, without long intervals of 
dry scorching weather: this is especially the case when 
the seedlings have been transplanted from the nurseries. 

The country to the west is highly cultivated and, 
except for bils and marshes and a few patches of jungle, 
there is comparatively little waste land: even the beds 
and banks of the nullahs and bils, as they dry up, are 
tilled to the fullest extent. The fields of the high lands 
are almost exclusively devoted to the production of rice. 
The land, where sloping, is terraced, each field having 
a bank round it to retain the water for the rice crop. 
When rain is deficient, the fields in the vicinity of tanks, 
which abound in the western portion of the district, are 
irrigated from them. This part of the country is prettily 
wooded with mango, banyan, pipal, sakwa and palm 
trees; and on some uncultivated patches of land, custard 
apple and gaman bushes form a thick underwood. 
The produce of the northern low lands consists of abun
dant and luxuriant crops of different kinds of paddy, 
gram, peas, mustard, different kinds of pulse, mulberry, 
pan, yams, and in the vicinity of villages different sorts 
of vegetables. In the Bagri or eastern half large crops 
of red chillis are grown. The principal trees are those 
above enumerated, together with babul, jack, safriam, 
tamarind, papaya, bel, kath, guluria, plantain, jamal
gata, asan, fan-leaf and date palm trees and mangoes. 

In the vicinity of the bils, bara dhan, a coarse grained 
rice, is planted largely. As the biZ water dries up, this 
is transplanted into the bil lands, and is harvested in 
the latter end of March and April. The long sloping 
banks of nullahs and khals yield good crops of mustard, 
wheat, and other grains. The richest soil and that least 
liable, from height or locality, to inundation, is chosen 
for the cultivation of mulberry and is called tut land. 
The fields thus selected require a fresh layer of good 
earth every second year. In the course of time they 
thus become raised above the surrounding country five or 
six feet high, still further securing the young plants from 
being drowned by the lodgment of water. The average 
rent of such land is from three to five times that of any 
other, except pan' gardens: these command the highest 
rent of all, for very rich soil, well raised, is required for 
the growth of pan. Sugarcane cultivation is carried on 
to a small extent in the west and south-west. Date 
palm trees are chiefly cultivated for the preparation of 
toddy, but little date-sugar being made in the district. 

Irrigation-Artificial irrigation is largely practised 
in the Rarh, and but seldom in the Bagri. In the 
former tra:ct, owing to the conformation of the country 
and the quality of the soil, the crops are almost depen
dent upon an artificial supply of water ; whereas, in the 
alluvial land between the Ganges and the Bhagirathi, 
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the rainfall and the annual inundations of the rivers 
furnish sufficient moisture for the crops. Irrigation is 
conducted either from the bils and tanks, or by leading 
the water from natural channels. Irrigation wells and 
artificial canals do not exist. 

The machinery employed is of a simple character. 
Where the dip is great, a bucket is slung at one end of 
a long bamboo, and the other end is weighted, generally 
with a lump of stiff clay. The machine, which is known 
as dhenkli, is dipped and worked by a single man. 
For a small lift the danga or hollowed-out palm-tree is 
used. Iron dangas resembling small canoes have great
ly replaced palm dugouts. The smaller end is fixed on 
a pivot between two posts, on a level with the channel 
into which the water is to be poured, the larger end 
being dipped into the water below. To this is attached, 
from above, a long bamboo, weighted with clay at the 
further end, in order to counterbalance the water in the 
dip-end of the danga. This engine can be worked by 
one man. The siuni, or small bamboo and'reed basket, 
is also used for the same purpose. It is made of a 
very flat shape, and is slung by four strings. Two men, 
one on either side of the water-cut, take a string in 
each hand, and by alternately lowering and raising 
the basket swing up the water expeditiously into the 
fields above. Since 1947, however, the working out 
of the Mor River Valley Project has changed the regime 
of the rivers in the Rarh country and the pattern of 
irrigation in that area. The district will be served by 
two main and two branch canals of the Mayurakshi 
canal system, besides a number of distributaries and 
minor channels. The Brahmani main canal from mile 
36 to mile 46 enters Murshidabad from Birbhum district 
at village Mathkaran and passing through villages 
Senda, J arilUr, Uttar Ramna, Uttar Debagram, J ay
nagar, Dakshingram, Fulsahari, and Udaynagar, ends 
in village Gangadda. The canal will be almost entirely 
contained in Sagardighi police station, A number of 
distributaries and minor channels will take off from this 
main canal and serve many villages within the district. 

The Kopai south main canal enters Murshidabad from 
Burdwan district at village Malagram and passing 
through the villages Simulia, Dattabarutia, Kuluri and 
Hamidhati, ends in village Kargram. A number of 
distributaries and minor channels will also take off from 
this main channel and serve distant fields. 

The Mayurakshi-Dwarka branch canal enters the dis
trict from Birbhum at the village Jhikarhati and will 
end at the next village Kalikapur. 

The Dwarka-Brahmani branch canal enters the district 
from Birbhum at village Khaspur and passing through 
the villages Jhilli and Kamarpur, ends in village Sani
gram. A number of distributary channels will take off 
from this branch canal to serve distant fields. 

It is visualized that about 222 mauzas will be irrigated 
by the Mayurakshi north canal system, and another 
88 mauzas may be benefited in the future. . 

Apart from the above-mentioned major scheme of the 
State, the Agricultural Department in the last few years 
have executed several minor irrigation projects in the 
district. The most noteworthy project in recent yeats has 
been the excavation of an irrigation and drainage canal, 
entirely by voluntary labour, 3l miles long in the north 
of the district, called the Amtala-Ankura Canal. 



Originally, the whole bulk of rain water flowing 
from Shivapahari to the north of P.S. Barharwa in 
Behar was drained through the river Gomani only. At 
some distance from Shivapahari along the river Gomani' 
a river called Abhala takes up and flows almost due 
south through P.S. Farakka of jangipur subdivision. 
As the river Abhala was not sufficiently large for carry
ing water overthrough it there was a "Bundh" at the 
junction of the river Abhala and river Gomani checking 
the flow of water into the former to a considerable 
extent. Presumably, due to the weak structure, the 
"Bundh" ultimately gave way and the over-flow of 
flood water from the river Gomani used to flood a large 
area under P.S. Farakka and also parts of Santal 
Parganas. Thus every year a large area was lost to 
cultivation. The river Abhala ends in low lying areas 
in Amtala at a distance of about a quarter of a mile 
towards south from this point. The alignment of a 
derelict Canal upto Ankura falling into river Bagmari 
which can cope with much larger discharge, was visible 
on the ground from this point onwards. The Amtala
Ankura Canal Scheme was to re-excavate this derelict 
canal so that the surplus flood water from the river 
Abhala could be carried into the river Bagmari and 
thence into the Ganges without flooding large areas. In 
1949, the Subdivisional Officer of jangipur, Sri S. K. 
Banerjee, M.C., gave the lead and brought together all 
the villages concerned and got them voluntarily to dig 
this canal. 

The re-excavation of the canal has reclaimed 2,500 

acres of Amon, 1,000 acres of Aus paddy, 500 acres 
of jute and 3,000 acres of rabi crops. The additional 
yield works out at approximately 1,111 tons of Amon 
paddy, 148 tons of Aus paddy, 166 tons of jute (dry 
fibre) and 400 tons of other rabi crops. 

The length of the canal excavated is 3! miles with an 
average breadth of 17 ft. and an average depth of 
4' -!O" inches. The total earth work done was to the 
tune of 15,18,440 Cft. at the rate of Rs. 20/- per 
1,000 Cft. The total cost of excavation of the canal 
would have come to Rs. 30,368/- (approximately). 

The work was taken up on the 9th April, 1949 and 
completed on the 30th june, 1949 entirely through 
voluntary labour. The villagers of the affected areas 
put in voluntarily 15,391-man days of work. But the 
labour charge per head per diem at that time in that 
area was Rs. 2/-. 

For the execution of the work a separate canal com
mittee was formed in each of the 28 villages in the area 
benefited. 

The canal still remains the brightest example of 
co-operation and voluntary effort. Since 1949 the 
State has been responsible for renovating tanks and 
ponds and thereby bringing more land under tank irri
gation. Besides, the State has also helped private 
citizens to reclaim land in various parts of the district. 
A list of other minor irrigation and drainage projects in 
the district since 1949, together with an account of the 
area benefited in each case is given below: 

A ~ ,DetailS of Small Irrigation Schemes completed in Murshidabad during 1949·50 

Serial 
No. 

Scheme Station Total Area of Approximate extra yield 
eXIJendi ture benefited (in tons) 
Rs. As. P. land (in ,- --.. 

acres) Kharif Wheat Rabi 

1 Chota Khairamari drainage 
2 Kalaberia drainage 

Lakshmikantapur-Durgapur 
Hizal Bandh 

Sadar Subdivision 
P.S. Domkal 1,000 0 0 
P.S. Berhampore Town 1,500 0 0 

K andi Subdivision 

IIizal. Kandi 6,300 0 0 

400 
300 

233 

B-Details of Small Irrigation Schemes completed in Murshidabad during 
Serial 
No. 

Sch('me 

1 Bara Bil drainage 
2 Bhatur Bil drainage 
3 Kalabaria drainage 
4 Chagalkhalia drainage 
5 Eindapurkhal drainage 
6 Jaykrishnapur 

drainage 
7 Ramnagar Basra 

drainage 
8 Hialtala Eil drainage 

9 Mending of Makhan 
Rabu's surrounding 
bandh at Hizal 

1 Eaidyanathpur bandh 
2 Jitpur Sluice gate 
3 Chandra prasad pur 

Purandarpur bandh 

Nasipur Jagenpara 
drainage 

Station Sanc'tioned Total Area of 
expenditure expenditure benefited 
Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. land (in 

Sadar Subdivision 
Vill. Gogacha, P.S. Domkal 1,500 0 0 
Faridpur, P.S. Jalangi 2,700 0 0 
P.S. Berhampore 1,600 0 0 
Sarbangapur. P .S. Nawda 1,500 0 0 
Jagaipur, P.S. Nawda 2.150 0 0 
Swaruppur, P .S. IIarihar-

para 1,623 0 0 

P.S. Beldanga 
Avirampur, P.S. Berham

pore 

P.S. Kandi 

1,070 0 0 

3,402 0 0 

7,920 0 0 

K andi Subdivision 

1,100 0 0 
2,145 9 0 
1,600 0 0 
1,500 0 0 
1,698 1 0 

1,549 6 0 

1,070 0 0 

3,402 0 0 

7,920 0 0 

Sundarpur, P.S. Burwan 
Andulia, P.S. Kandi 

I , 152 0 0 1 , 196 0 0 
4.200 0 0 3,723 4 0 

Purandarpur, P.S. Kandi 4,725 0 0 5,239 3 0 

Lalbagh Subdivision 

Nasipur, P.S. Lalbagh 1,312 0 0 1,309 9 9 

xx 

acres) 

400 
300 
300 
200 
170 

175 

66 

667 

367 

400 
300 

333 

100 

180 
150 

200 

1950·51 

A pproxima te extra yield 
(in tons) 

Kharif 

55 
43 
43 
30 
23 

24 

23 

320 

60 

145 
181 

165 

Wheat 

10 
7 
7 
5 
4 

4 

40 

--.. 
Rabi 

25 
20 
20 
14 
12 

12 

110 

80 

37 

28 



C-Details of Small Irrigation Schemes executed from Funds allotted to District Officer in Murshidabad during 1950·51 

Serial 
No. 

Scheme Station Sanctioned Total Area of Approximate extra yielu 
expenditure expenditure benefited (in tons) 
Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. land (in 

acres) Kharif Wh('at Rabi 

Handi Subdivision 

I Santoshpur bandh 
2 Rajarampur bandh 
3 Sadal bandh 
4 Bhajar bandh 

P.S. Kandi 
Do. 

P .S. Khargram 
P.S. Bharatpur 

400 
229 

2,043 
1,516 

0 0 
8 0 
0 0 
0 0 

400 0 0 130 86 
229 8 0 200 44 

2,043 0 0 1,500 200 
1,516 0 0 500 40 

Lalbagh Subdivision 
Mending of bandh at 
Sankoghat P.S. Nabagram 2,000 

Apart from the above mentioned works five schemes 
were completed by voluntary effort in 1949-50 and one 
in 1950-51. The latter product of voluntary effort was 
the construction of the Sankoghat Bandh at Jhulum
pur, Nabagram, leading to benefit to 1,000 acres of 
land. Reclamation of land has been going on apace. 
In 1949-50 a gross total of 983 acres of land were re
claimed by small irrigation schemes and about 3,500 
acres by private effort. In 1950-51 the area reclaimed 
by small irrigation schemes went up to 5,383 acres and 
by private effort to 2,443 acres. In 1951-52 the corres
ponding figures were 21,955 acres and 811 acres res
pectively. In 1949-50, 36 tanks were improved at an 
expenditure of Rs. 81,896/- to benefit an area of 758 
acres, while in 1950-51, 61 tanks were improved at a 
cost of Rs. 160,305/- to benefit an area of 1,238 acres. 

Cultivated land, as distinguished from soil, is ar
ranged in three classes with reference to their degrees 
of fertility, viz., awal or first class, doem or second 
class and siyum or third class. Apart from these 
generic grpups, six distinct classes are recognised, viz. 
-(1) sali, (2) do, (3) jedanga, (4) alan, (5) dihi tut, 
(6) mathal tut and (7) gohuni. 

Of sali land there are three kinds. First class sali 
land will bear three crops in the year-a crop of rice, 
a crop of khesari (Lathyrus sath:us) and a crop of til 
(kushta til)-this til has a seed somewhat lighter than 
that of the krishna til or black til (Sesamum orientale) .. 
Sali land of the second class is a little poorer in quality. 
The best sali land lies a little lower than that of second 
class, and therefore, when rain falls, gets all the silt 
of the higher levels. It is also easier to irrigate. Sali 
land of the second class yields two crops, aman rice and 
til, the out-turp. being about one-third less. Third class 
sali land is situated still higher. The yield of rice is 
still smaller than that of second class sali land and about 
half that of first-class land. High lands capable of 
bearing cold weather crops are called sana in distinc
tion from low sali rice lands. 

Do land bears aus or autumn rice, and also the fol
lowing crops: -but or gram, musuri, peas, wheat, tisi 
or linseed, mustard, khesari, til (Sesamum orientale) and 
sugarcane. Do land is more coveted than sali, and 
commands a higher rent, because there is a greater 
choice of crops and therefore less risk of total failure. 
It is divided into two classes. In the first class, rice 
is either sown broadcast or (more usually) transplanted 

o 0 2,000 0 0 900 3,333 
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from o1the nursery. The process is the same as for aman 
rice; but the aus rice ripens earlier, and is cut in 
September or October. The land is then manured and 
again ploughed, and is then sown with til. When this 
has been reaped, the time for rice sowing has come 
round again. Sugar-cane is grown on do land as a 
single crop. 

Second class do land is not so easily irrigated as the 
first class, and is also inferior in yield. The same crops 
may be grown in this as in do land of the first class ; 
or, instead of the cold-weather crops mentioned above, 
onions or garlic may be raised. 

J edanga is a high, poor land-niras, or juiceless, is 
the word used to describe it: it is found near home
steads, and also in the open plains. The crops grown 
upon it are ct:rhar (Cytisus cajan), son or Indian hemp 
(crotolaria juncea), and baigun or brinjal (Solanum 
melongena). Orchards or groves of mango, jack and 
other fruit trees are also to be found on this land. Other 
crops are not grown. The land is difficult of irrigation, 
and bears but one crop in the year. 

DIan is land covered with silt along the river banks. 
It is very fertile, but liable to inundation, as its name 
(alan, low) indicates. It is generally devoted to the 
growth of cucurbitaceous plants, such as the following: 
tarmuz or water-melon, kiinkur, Ziiu, uchhe, karalii 
and khero. 

Mulberry lands are of two kinds, known as dihi tut 
and mathal tut. The first is high land near the village, 
and is particularly favourable to mulberry cultivation. 
Mathal tut is high land in the open, away from thE' 

. villages; it is not so strong as the dihi tut. 

According to the statistics for the year 1951-52 the 
net cultivated area is 771,497 acres. The total area of 
the district is 1,326,144 acres. A considerable portion 
of the soil bears double crops in the year, the area 
cropped more than once amounting to 499,692 acres, 
or a good deal more than half of the net cultivated area. 
Current fallows account for 285,189 acres, and cultivable 
waste other than current fallow for 128,289 acres, while 
the area not available for cultivation is 195,346 acres. 

Rice is by far the most important crop, being raised 
on 556,493 acres. The area sown with jute is about 
174,000 acres. The area under jute varies according to 
the seasons and the price obtained for the fibre and 
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was possibly the highest in 1951. The following statis
tics of cultivation are repeated from another part of 
this volume for convenience. 

STATEl\1ENT OF LAND EMPLOYED IN 1951-52 

1 Area of the district 
2 Total area not available for cultivation (curn'nt 

fallows, culturable area other than current 
fallows, and area not available for cUltivation) 

3 Area not available for cultivation (un-
cultivable wastr) 

4 Culturable area (cultivablr wastr and current 
fallOWS) 

5 Current fallows 
6 Total area sown 
7 Dofasli 
8 Net area sown. 
9 Area under Bhadoi crops 

10 Area under Aghani or Aman crops 
11 Area under Rabi or Kharif crops . 
12 Others, e.g., mango, tea, pan, plantain, 

guava, etc. 

STATEMENT OF CROPS 

I Area of A us Rice 
2 Area of A man Rice 
3 Area of Bora Rice . 
4 Area of \Vbea t 
5 Area of Barley . . 
6 Area under gram (pulses) .. 
7 Area under other foodgrains including pulses 
8 Area under Linseed . . 
9 Area under Til or Sesamum . 

10 Area under rape and mustard. 
11 Area under sugarcane . . . . 
12 An-a under fodder crops (joar and kalai) . 
13 Area under potato . _. 
14 Area under orchards 

Acres 
1,326,144 

538,824 

195,346 

343,478 
215,189 

1,271,189 
499,692 
771,497 
365,839 
363,032 
493,193 

49,125 

191,365 
363,032 

2,096 
46,515 
27,044 

140,698 
202,218 

25,000 
1,477 

15,000 
11,775 

380 
7,333 

49,125 

Rice-The rice crop is divided into two great classes, 
known as aman and aus. The aman or haimantik is 
the principal crop of the district, and constitutes the 
bulk of the rice that is consumed by the well-to-do 
classes, and exported to foreign markets. It is sown in 
July and August, occasionally as late as September, 
and reaped in December and January. It generally 
undergoes one transplantation, but sometimes it is al
lowed to grow up as it is sown broadcast. Well-watered 
or marshy lands are best suited to its cultivation, though 
it can be grown on high lands. The aus crop, which 
is sometimes also called bhadai, from the name of the 
month in which it is reaped, is sown in April and May 
and harvested in August and September. It is a coarser 
kind of rice, and is chiefly retained in the district as 
the food of the lower classes. It is usually grown on 
dry land, and never in the marshes. Convenience of 
irrigation is the circumstance that mainly governs the 
selection of land for its cultivation; fields which border 
on rivers or khals are most frequently ch03en. It is 
sown broadcast and not transplanted. There is one 
variety of the aus crop, the cultivation of which differs 
considerably from that which has been just described. 
It is distinguished from the common bhadai by the 
name of kartiki, and is also known as jhanti. It is 
sown in July and reaped in October. It grows for the 
most part on moist lands, and is sometimes trans
planted. 

There are two minor crops known as bora and jali. 
The bora is a coarse kind of marsh rice, sown in J anu
ary or February and reaped in April, Mayor June. 
It grows on swampy lands, the sides of tanks, or the 
beds of dried-up water-courses. The jali rice is not 
much cultivated. It is sown in spring and reaped 
during the rainy season. It grows on low river banks, 
which remain moist even during the hot months owing 
to subsoil percolation. 

Rice, when in the seed, is called bij or bichan; 
when it germinates, ankur; the young plant is jawali; 
the full-grown plant, gachh-dhan; just before it is in 
the ear, thor; when in ear, phula. The grain until it 
is husked is known as dhan; after husking it becomes 
chaul; and when cooked it is bhat or anna. 

The preparations made from rice are-( 1) khai, which 
is paddy or unhusked rice merely parched, the husks 
separating fram the grain during the process of parch
ing ; (2) murki, which is khai dipped in boiled gur or 
molasses; (3) muri, a peculiar kind of husked rice, 
fried; (4) chira, unhusked rice which, after being boil
ed, is husked and beaten flat; (5) chaul bhaja, or ordi
nary parched rice; and (6) Pistak, or home-made 
cakes of parched or husked rice ground into flour. 
Pistak or pitha includes the following varieties:
(1) puli; (2) saru chakli, which consists of ground rice 
made into thin chapatis; and (3) malpua, which is 
composed of ground rice fried in oil or ghi, together with 
plantains and sweetmeats. 
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Other cereals and pulses-Cereals other than rice.. 
comprise wheat and barley (both of which are sown in 
October and November and reaped in March and 
April) and' the following coarser grains-(l) bhura, 
(2) China, (3) kado, (4) marua, (5) kawain, (6) sial 
neja and (7) syama. These seven are all sown in April 
or May and reaped in August or September. For eat
ing they are either boiled entire like rice or ground into 
flour. Maize (bhutta), oats (jai) and bajra are also 
cultivated, but only to a small extent. 

Gram (chana, chhola, or but) is sown in October and 
November and reaped in February and March. The 
pulses cultivated are of various sorts, and include 
( 1) common kalai, which is sown in October and reaped 
in January, (2) mas-kalai, sown in September and 
and reaped in January, (3) mug, sown and reaped 
at the same time as the preceding, '(4) arhar, sown in 
April and reaped in March and (5) musuri, sown in 
October and reaped in February and March. Kurti 
kalai is sown in August and reaped in December and 
January. Khesari is also sown in October and reaped 
in February and March. The khesari crop is sown 
among the rice, as it begins to ripen, in moist and 
muddy land. This crop requires no care, and ripens 
in Phalgun (February-March), when it is cut and 
threshed. 

Oil seeds-Mustard (sarishar is sown in October and 
reaped in December and January. Linseed (tisi) is 
sown in October and reaped in February and March. 
Sesamum (til) is sown in July and August and reaped 
in December and January. 



The small irrigation and drainage projects executed 
by the Agriculture Department have helped in increas
ing cultivation, but there is little evidence of improved 
cultivation in the district. The only State farm in the 
district is a small farm which does not have enough 
acreage to produce sufficient improved seeds. Nor is 
this farm very successful in producing flood-resistant 
types of rice seed or better sugarcanes. In 1952 there 
were fifteen 5-acre demonstration farms in the district 
of which 3 were in Sadar subdivision, 3 in Lalbagh, 
5 in Jangipur and 4 in Kandi. The only considerable 
mechanised cultivation is that conducted by the Ram
nagar Sugar Mill on its own fields in the south-west of 
Beldanga and Sadar police stations. Here sugarcane 
is grown on extensive fields under the ridge and furrow 
method and the yield is high. Beldanga police station 
is the most progressive area in point of cultivation, and 
is both receptive and responsive to new i.deas. This 
police station has been for a long time under the cattle 
improvement scheme by virtue of which a concentra
tion of improved stud bulls and the availability of 
abundant fodder have greatly improved the cattle stock 
of this area. A few private farmers have taken to 
tractor cultivation, notably in Murshidabad and the 
BiZ tract in Kandi subdivision, but it is to be regretted 
that this movement of large and mechanised cultivation 
has not achieved much success. In recent years the 
Hijal biZ is being rapidly reclaimed for rice, sugarcane 
and potato cultivation. The Excise Department of the 
Government on account of the Partition of the province 
and the loss of the Naogaon Ganja Farms, has fostered 
the growth of a ganja cultivation farm in the Sadar police 
station. But this farm has not yet attained any great 
stability. The influx of the displaced popUlation in 
the di:strict has given a fillip to the cultivation of vege
tables and other kinds of mixed farming including 
promotion of poultry and small fisheries. The culti
vation of vegetables has been the most striking agricul
tural event in the life of the district in recent years. 
It was a matter of good fortune that the Partition of 
the State in 1947 did not lead to any exodus of the 
Muslim agricultural population which remains a very 
husbandrywise and industrious community in the 
district. As stated earlier the embankments led to a 
great deal of water-logging in the district affecting 
agriculture and certain forms of grinding agricultural 
conditions like barga cultivation and the appointment of 
agricultural labourers on a monthly basis have led to 
a great deal of impoverishment in the western half 
of the district. The cultivation of cash crops has 
suffered and the traditional industries having declined 
there is more dependence than ever before on the 
soil. 

Recently, in 1953, the West Bengal Government have 
sanctioned a sum of Rs. 500,000/ - for draining and 
embanking the Langalhata biZ near the common border 
of Burdwan, Birbhum and Murshidabad. Preliminary 
survey operations have started. The object is to retain 
3 square miles out of a total of 5, as a result of which 
approximately 2000 acres will be made fit for cultivation. 

Pasturage-In the south-west of the 'district, at the 
confluence of the Mar and the Dwarka rivers, there 
is a tract of low-lying country, known as the Hijal, 
which is used for pasturing cattle. DUl;ing the rains 

it is covered with water, and produces aus and bora 
rice ; but during the dry season the Goalas drive thither 
numerous herds of cattle. Besides the Hijal, there are 
numerous smaller spots of pasturage ground scattered 
over the district, notably at Bhabta and Sargachhi. 
There are other pasture lands in Domkal, Jalangi, Rani
nagar, and Bhagwangola and the extensive chars of 
the Ganges appertaining to Samserganj, Raghunath
ganj and Farakka thanas. 

The following is a list of the local names of various 
kinds of rice grown in the district under the 3 broad 
categories of Bora, Aus, and Aman, and jute and sugar
cane, obtained by courtesy of the Superintendent of 
Agriculture, Murshidabad-Nadia. 

RICE: 
Boro-
Aus-Dhari"J, Sheta, Sani, J amre, Parbatjire, 

Hanumanjata, Malke, Harinkhude, Larai, Hijli, 
Begunbichi, Sankhapate, Kadachap, Baran, 
'Bhojan-Karpur, Dalai. 

Aman-Ranikalma, Dadkalma, Jhingashail, Bansful, 
Gobindabhog, Kaminibhog, Dhenkishail, Kanak
chur, Shitashail, Nagra, Bhasamanik, Nona, 
Sada, Dubraj, Dudhsar, Bongota, Kalamkati, 
Irtdrashail, Ramshail, Benafuli, Ranibahar, 
Sindurmukhi, Gangajali, Padmashail, Betai, Suli, 
Kelosuli, Hide, Metekaral, Kankhe, Lalkanai, 
Nari, Kataribhog, Gangajalkhasa, Badakelerai, 
Bhutmalma, Goorasail, Dal~achu, Bashmugur. 

JUTE: 
Chinsura Green, (Bogi) Farmpat, Capsularis (Deshi) 

(D 154). 

SUGARCANE: 
Madraji, Java, Kajla, Co. 421, 527, 313, 458, 285, 

2222, IBombai. 
The following is a list with brief discussion of the 

common and frequent types of insect pests and diseases 
that attack crops of paddy (Aus, Aman, Bora), jute, 
sugarcane, vegetables, betel, fruit orchard and mul
berries, obtained by courtesy of the Superintendent of 
Agriculture, Murshidabad-Nadia. 

Padd y pests:-
(a) Pharing (Rice grasshopper). The female in

sects lay eggs during Aswin-Kartic and the 
insects corne out by J aistha. 

(b) Pamri Poka (Rice-Hispa). Small in size and 
of black colour having small hair on the body. 

Paddy disease:-
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Helminthosporium. At first on the inner side of 
the leaves, spots of deep brown colour are visible 
and then the spots appear on the outer side of the 
leaves. 

J ute pests:-
(a) Chhatapoka, Ledapoka-(Jute semilooper). 

Green in colour, in young stage it feeds on the 
leaves of jute retarding growth of the crop. 

(b) Bihar hairy caterpillar. Eggs are formed in 
the inner surface of the leaves in clusters. 
Young ones feed on the green leaves. 



] ute disease:-
(a) White ants. 
(b) Root borer-a straw coloured moth. 
(c) Stem borer-moth dark coloured, with a small 

black spot on the forewing. 

Sugarcane disease:-
Red rot. Upper leaves begin to lose colour-next 
alternate red and white strips inside the stem. 

Vegetable pests:-
Agrotes. It is a serious pest of vegetables. Cuts 
the crop at the base and hides under the soil during 
day time and attacks crops in the morning and 
at night. 

Vegetable disease:-
Potato virus. A curling disease of potatoes is 
found everywhere. 

Betel pests: -Nil. 

Betel disease: -Betel vine disease. 

Fruit orchard pests:-
Mango hopper. Sucks the juice of the stem caus
ing the flower and green mangoes to wither during 
early stage. 

Fruit orchard disease-Nil, Mulberry pests-Nil, Mul
bery disease-Nil. 

Cattle fairs are held at Panchamdi and Talibpur in 
the Kandi subdivision but regularly at Beldanga in the 
Sadar subdivi.sion. The weekly cattle fair at Beldanga 
is the biggest of its kind in the central districts of 
West Bengal. 

An agricultural and industrial exhibition is held at 
Beldanga every year in the middle of February, at 
which prizes are awarded to successful exhibitors. 

The statistics composed by Dr. Mrs. B. Mukherjee of 
Lady Brabourne College, Calcutta, during her 
investigations in 1948-49, may be found interesting. 
(See pp. xxv-xxvi.) 

NATURAL CALAMITIES 

The following is a very brief chronological abstract 
of natural calamities in the district: 

1769 Famine (from August) 
1770 Famine up to December 
1785 Flood 
1823 Flood ( disastrous) 
1834 Flood 
1838 Flood 
1848 Flood 
1856 Flood 
1866 Famine condition 

Flood 
1874 Famine condition 
1885 Flood (high) 
1890 Flood 
1897 Famine 
1904 Flood (heavy) 
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EMBANKMENTS 

Embankments-The Irrigation and Waterways De
partment maintains a long line of embankments along 
the Bhagirathi, the object of which is to prevent the 
country on the east bank from ?ein~ flooded by the sp~ll 
of that river. It cannot be gamsald that both the raIl
way and the country are protected from inundation by 
these embankments, but the propriety of maintaining 
them has been called in question on the ground that the 
land which would otherwise be flooded is thereby de
prived of its supply of fertilizing silt, while the river, 
being confined to its bed, deposits its silt there, and t~us 
gradually raises itself above the level of the surroundmg 
country. It is also reported that water-logging occurs 
in the north of the Lalbagh subdivision during the rai~y 
season, when water rises above the level of the houses III 
villages below the Government embankments. The prin
cipal embankment extends from Bhagwangola to Plassey 
and is 57 miles long. Other lengths of embankments 
maintained by the Irrigation & Waterways Department 
are from Kulgachi to Bhagwangola, 15 miles, and from 
Bhagwangola to Dadmati, 1O! miles. 

There are also a number of marginal embankments 
maintained by zemindars in order to prevent the rivers 
overflowing their banks and flooding the country below 
them. They are occasionally breached; but great as is 
the immediate injury caused by such accidents they are 
often accompanied by compensations. Fresh and rich 
deposits of silt are usually brought in by the inundation, 
fertilizing and raising the soil. The reverse effect, how
ever, is sometimes produced, for a layer of sand may 
impoveri"h what .was before productive land. 

That the private embankments are not always in an 
efficient state, and that breaches are easily caused in 
them, is apparent from the description given in Colonel 
Gastrell's Report on Murshidabad: "Accidents to these 
bandhs often occur; rats are particularly destructive 
to them ; cattle passing and repassing cut them; and 
the inhabitants neglect to repair the breach in time. The 
fishermen of the interior bils and khals have also often 
the credit of coming in the night and making small cuts 
in them, to secure a fresh influx of fish from the large 
rivers to supply their fishing grounds. A very srnall 
injury suffices to destroy a bandh in a single night; the 
end of a sharp bamboo thrust through is quite enough." 

The early MS. records of the Board of Revenue are 
full of letters concerning the embankments of Murshida
bad. It was, in theory, the duty of the neighbouring 
landowners to maintain them in good order, and to re
pair the breaches which were caused by the floods almost 
every successive year. As a matter of fact, the Govern
ment was habitually compelled by the default of the 
zemindars to undertake the work, and was left to recover 
the expenditure from the parties primarily liable as best 
it could. On some occasions money was advanced to 
the zemindars, but more commonly a special officer was 
told off to make the requisite repairs. In the year 1800, 
the Collector was directed to furnish the Superintendent 
of Ernbankments with Rs. 32,788 for the necessary re
pairs of that year; and was authorized to put up for 
sale the lands of the zemindars, in order to recover the 
balance due on this account for the preceding year. In 
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the same year, the Government undertook the construc
tion of a new embankment at Kaligacha at its own cost, 
and gave compensation to the zemindars for the land 
thus acquired. It would appear that this was the first 
embankment in Bengal constructed with pakka (masonry) 
sluices, for it was represented as a model on 
this account to the Collector of J essore. In those 
days extraordinary measures were demanded to protect 
the exposed city of Murshidabad. The banks of the 
Baghirathi just above the city were in the especial charge 
of the Superintendent of Embankments, who seems to 
have been in some sense independent of the ordinary 
executive official, whether called Chief or Collector, and 
to have been entrusted with the general sanitary 
supervision of the city.* 

The zemindari embankments or what is administra
tively known as the pulbandi system-under which the 
zemindar is entitled to certain reimbursements from the 
Government for keeping embankments in their charge 
properly-protected-still holds good in law, although the 
continued default of the zemindars in this important duty 
has led to grievous annual floods, especially in Kandi 
subdivision around Kandi and Panchthupi and in Naba
gram at Baghirapara. The working of the Mor River 
Valley Project, however, has repaired much of the 
damage caused by the neglect of the pulbandi system. 

The State and Union Governments have a scheme of 
building a barrage across the Ganges near Farakka in the 
north-west of the district. A great deal of preliminary 
work and survey has been done an~ the scheme is under
stood to be merely awaiting execution. If this scheme 
is worked out it will provide in the first place a much 
needed perennial water and rail link with the northern 
districts of the State and almost a complete renovation 
of the central and southern districts to the east of the 
Bhagirathi. Murshidabad will benefit greatly inasmuch 
as the eastern half will be completely drained and ferti
lised, rescuing it from its present water-logged state, 
doing away with its unhealthy embankments, intro
ducing new rotations of crops and providing perennial 
internal navigati0n channels. All these factors will 
very thoroughly improve the economic life of the dis
trict, and prevent the recurrence of floods and droughts. 
It will provide the much needed irrigation in which the 
district seems to be particularly deficient. 

INDUSTRIES, MANUFACTURES AND tRADE 

The returns of occupations made at the census of 
1951 show ho,y the great bulk of the population are 
supported by agriculture and only a very small per
centage {9'77) by industries, 7·82 by commerce and 
transport and 13'76 per cent. by the professions of liberal 
arts. Each of the non-agricultural occupations has 
suffered a proportionate decline since 1911. 

Of those maintained by agriculture 41·47 per cent. 
subsist by income derived from cultivation of land 
owned, 10'63 per cent. from barga cultivation, 16'51 
per cent. from landless agricultural labour and 0'54 per 
cent. from zemindaris and rent. The detailed statistics 

will be found elsewhere in this volume. In additioh to 
persons supported by agriculture there ~re about 12,500 
persons who earn their livelihood (that is a total of 
about 52,000 including dependants), supported by the 
allied profession of pasturage and cattle-keeping (in
cluding silkworm rearing, forestry, and fishery). It is 
surprising that although quite an amount of lac is still 
manufactured in Jangipur subdivision, no person re
gards manufacture of lac as his principal means of 
livelihood. 

Even now a good proportion of the population is de
pendent on textile industry including the handloom; 
but whereas in 1911 as many as 14,000 workers sup
ported themselves by spinning and weaving silk their 
number in 1951 was dwindled to a mere 920. This 
demonstrates how rapidly the silk industry has de
clined in Murshidabad. 

Industrial census-The statistics of occupation com
piled from the returns made at the census, while indi
cating the main functional distribution of the people, 
furnish meagre information concerning individual in. 
dustries and manufactures. To remedy this defect, a 
small scale industries census was held in 1951, con
currently with the general census, i.e., the owners, 
managers and agents of industrial works, employing 10 
persons or more, submitted returns in which, inter alia, 
the number of their employees at the date of the 
census was entered. These returns, of course, only 
referred to the state of affairs on that date, when some 
concerns may have been closed and others not in full 
work, while others, on the other hand, may have had a 
larger number of operatives than usual. The results of 
this census are published in a Table in this volume. 

Even so, the results are sufficient to show, beyond 
possibility of a doubt, that there are few large organized 
industries in the district, and that, with the exception 
of the silk industry, their operations have no pretence 
to magnitude. 

Industries and manufactures 

Silk manufacture-The silk industry was the prin
cipal non-agricultural industry in Murshidabad for the 
last three centuries. It was this which attracted the 
East India Company to the district, where its enterprise 
was stimulated by competition with the Dutch, French 
and Armenians. The centre of the industry was 
Cossimbazar, where the Company started a factory at 
about 1658. At first the operations were on a small 
scale: according to Bernier, the Dutch employed 700 
or 800 persons in their factory at Cossimbazar, and the 
English and other merchants as many more. But 
already in 1620 according to William Foster's The 
English Factories in India, 1618-21, 'serbandy silk' 
was the best of Mucksoude and Sideabunde (i.e., Makh
soddabad and Saidabad), from whence these sorts are 
wound of. It soon began to develop with European 
capital a~d organization. In 1670 a factor "well skill
ed in silk" was sent out from England to Cossimbazar, 
and in 1681, when the Chief was Job Charnock, the 

* In 1800, the Superintendent of Embankments wrote a letter to the Board regarding the removal of certain houses; and in 
the following year he presented a report respecting the filling up of hollows in the city of Murshidabad. 
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;futdre founder of Calcutta, out of £230,000 sent out by 
the East India Company as "investment" to Bengal, 
£140,000 was assigned to Cossimbazar. From this time 
forward the Company made unremitting efforts to 
foster sericulture and extend the trade in silk, until by 
1776 "Bengal silk drove all competitors, except Italian 
and China silks, out of the English market."* 

The value of the trade to this distri~t may be rea
lized from the fact that, in the time of Ali Vardi Khan, 
raw silk to the value of 87! lakhs was annually entered 
in the Custom House books at Murshidabad. This is 
exclusive of the European investments, which were not 
entered there, as being either duty free or paying duty 
at Hooghly. As regards the European investments, 
we find that, in 1763, out of a total of 40 lakhs required 
as "advances for investment", the Cossimbazar aurangs 
or filatures demanded 9 lakhs, or as much as any other 
two agencies excepting Calcutta itself. Colonel Rennell 
again wrote (cir. 1779) as follows: "Cossimbazar is 
the general market of Bengal silk, and a great quantity 
of silk and cotton stuffs are manufactured here, which 
are circulated throughout the great part of Asia; of 
the unwrought silk, 300,000 or 400,000 Ibs. weight is 
consumed in the European manufactories." The fila
tures and machinery of the Company at this time were 
estimated to be worth twenty lakhs of rupees.. Another 
important centre was Jangipur, where silk filatures were 
established as early as 1773 ; it was described by Lord 
Valentia in 1802 as "the greatest silk station of the East 
India Company with 600 furnaces and giving employ
ment to 3,000 persons." The Company continued 
its operations until 1835, when it gave up its com
mercial monopoly. After this, large European firms, 
such as Messrs. Watson & Co., James Lyall & Co., 
Louis Payen & Co. and the Bengal Silk Company, 
came into the field. 

The following account of the industry, which was 
given in the Statistical Reporter for May 1876, is of 
interest as showing the proportions it had then attain
ed: it must, however, be remembered that at that time 
the district contained the Rampur Hat subdivision, 
which has since been" transferred to Birbhum. 

"There are 45 filatures belonging to or under the 
management of Europeans in Murshidabad district, and 
67 filatures belonging to natives. The number of basins 
in the former is not less than 3,500 ; and in the latter 
not less than 1,600, making a total of 5,000 basins. In 
addition to these, there are some 97 small filatures 
worked by natives in their homes, containing about 200 
basins. Computing according to the house valuations 
recorded under the Road Cess Act, the value of the 
whole of the filatures may be set down at not less than 
Rs. 450,000. Each basin is worked by two persons; 
the total number of persons employed is thus 10,600. 
One-half of these represent the skilled workmen ; there 
is besides a large number of peons, overseers and clerks. 
The quantity of silk manufactured yearly cannot be 
accurately ascertained, but it probably amounts to 3,000 
maunds (246,000 lbs.) in an ordinary year. Estimated 
at a low price, say, Rs. 14 per seer, owing to the un
favourable state of the market, the value of the silk 

* Geoghegan's Silk in India, p. 5. 

produced will be found to amount to the large sum of 
Rs. 1,680,000. The amount paid to rearers of silk
worms on this quantity of silk is about Rs. 1,080,000, 
and to the spinners about Rs. 1,80,000. If to these 
sums is added the cost of establishment, Rs. 240,000, 
the expenditure involved in manufacturing the product 
of an ordinary year will be found to amount to about 
Rs. 1,500,000. The figures refer to spinning only. 

"The weaving of silk cloths forms another branch 
of the industry of considerable importance. Looms are 
found in no less than 137 villages, and the number of 
weavers in the whole district may be computed at 1,900, 
besides the adult members of their families, who gene
rally assist them in weaving. Last year from eighty 
to one hundred thousand pieces of silk were woven, the 
value of which could not have been less than 
Rs. 600,000. The amount spent amongst weaveTs for 
wages was about Rs. 100,000. 

"The extent of the mulberry cultivation may be 
estimated at 50,000 bighas (17,000 acres), an ~stimate 
more probably under than above the mark." 

The Statistical Reporter, in giving this account, stated 
that the industry was rapidly declining, and this view 
is borne out by a comparison of the figures with those 
of 1872 when the total number of filatures, both la,rge 
and small, including those worked by Indians as well 
as those under European management, was estimated at 
334 (of which no less than 110 were in Barwan 
thana) : the Collector, while giving these figures repoit
ed that the industry had greatly declined during the 
previous thirty or forty years. 

The decline of the industry has not been arrested, 
but has proceeded still further. In 1903 Mr. N. G. 
Mukharji (in his Monograph on the Silk Fabrics Of 
Bengal) estimated the annual producti9TI of silk fabrics 
at 20 lakhs, and concluded that its prospects were 
brightening, but the census shows this expectation has 
not been realized. In 1901 there were, according to the 
returns of occupations, 28,950 persons supported by silk 
spinning and weaving, while 10,041 subsisted by rear
ing silk-worms and gathering cocoons. The number 
was reduced at the census of 1911 to 27,338 and 6,803 
respectively: as already shown, there were, at the time 
of this census, 23 filatures at work, in which 20 or more 
persons were employed, and the aggregate number of 
their employees was 4,907. European firms are find
ing it more difficult to pay their way even with power 
looms, and in 1908-09 the Bengal Silk Company was 
obliged to close its factories and stop ~ork. 

The industry has suffered from the heavy protective 
tariff against manufactured silk imposed by the French 
Government since 1892, which has affected the export 
trade in karahs very prejudicially; other contributory 
causes have been extensive importations to Europe 
from Japan and China, the abundant yield in Italy 
and the indifferent quality of the local silk. The com
petition of foreign silk has also affected the internal 
trade. The most potent cause of the falling off in 
the manufacture is believed to be disease among the 
silk-worms. From the end of 1886 to 1896 Mr. Nritya 
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Gopal Mukharji was engaged in inquiries and experi
ments with the object of combating silk-worm epidemics 
and introducing healthier methods of rearing silk
worms. He was successful in rearing seed-cocoons 
under the Pasteur system, which were far superior to 
the native seed, and his pupils in charge of private 
nurseries which he started were able to make the 
business pay. In 1899 the work was taken over by a 
committee of silk merchants, but in 1908 the control 
was resumed by the Director of Agriculture. The 
operations were then placed under the supervision of the 
Bengal Bilk Committee presided over by him, the officer 
in immediate charge being the Superintendent of Seri
culture, Bengal, whose headquarters are at Berhampore. 

The Union Government maintains a Central Seri
culture Research Station in Berhampur under a Deputy 
Director of Industries (Sericulture), a biologist, a patho
logist, a botanist and a biochemist. Besides these 
officers there were other assistant officers and field 
workers. The Research Institute conducts research on 
the improvement of cocoons, the diseases of cocoons and 
silkworms, the improvement of mulberry cultivation, 
the fighting of pests and other diseases, and increasing 
the silk-output of the country. There is a Sericultural 
and Textile Institute for the training of sons of silk-worm 
rearers and those who like to take up sericulture as a 
career. 

Cocoons and bands-There are three branches of the 
industry, viz., cocoon-rearing, silk-reeling and cloth
weaving. As regards the first, there are three seasons, 
locally termed bands, for hatching the eggs, spinning 
and gathering the cocoons, viz., the November band, 
from 1st October to mtd of February, the March band, 
from 1st March to 30th June, and the July (or barsiit) 
band, from 1st July to 30th September. The first is the 
most important, for the silk worms thrive best in the 
cold season, and the silk is then better in quality and 
much more valuable. The March band is not so good, 
and the rainy season band the worst. Cocoon-rearing 
is a "small-holding" industry, each rearer having a 
few bighas under mulberry in addition to the land 
growing ordinary crops. 

After they have finished spinning, the cocoons are 
either (1) taken to the nearest hat for sale or (2) killed 
by exposure in thin layers to the sun and reserved for 
sale until the paikars or agents of the filatures come_ 
round, or (3) steamed (in baskets covered up with cloth 
under which a pot of water is kept boiling) and reeled 
off into silk, or (4) if formed in a very healthy manner, 
they are brought up for seed by travelling rearers going 
about in quest of .seed. 

Matka spinning-M atka cloth is made from the silk 
pulled off before the cocoon is reeled and that left after 
reeling, and also from pierced cocoons. Empty 
cocoons accumulate in every cocoon-rearer's house after 
seeding is finished, i.e., after the moths have cut out 
of the cocoons and laid eggs. These empty cocoons 
cannot be reeled off into silk in the same manner as 
whole cocoons with dead chrysalids inside them. Their 
number is great, for each cocoon-rearer makes, on an 
average, four attempts every year to rear cocoons, and 
it is estimated that he uses an average quantity of one 
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kahan (1,280) of seed-cocoons each time. Many rearers 
use as much as five or six kahans of seed each time, 
but the majority use only half a kahan of seed, and the 
average is taken to be one kahan per crop or four 
kahans per annum. The greater portion is spun into a 
coarse thread and utilized for weaving matka cloth. 
Matka spinning and weaving give occupation to the 
poorest women and the least artistic of the weavers. 
The spinning is only carried on for a few days in every 
band, and women are never employed on it all the 
year round. 

Khamru spinning-More than half the quantity of 
mulberry coco~ns is spuI_I into thread by the country 
method of reelmg; this IS called khamru, khangru or 
bank silk. Khamru-reeling prevails chiefly in the 
J angipur and Kandi subdivisions. The khamru silk is 
produced for the Indian market. 

Silk fabrics-The following description of the prin
cipal kinds of Murshidabad silk fabrics is given by 
Mr. N. G. Mukharji in his Monograph on the Silk Fabrics 
in Be.ngal,' 

"Class A-Fabrics made with ordinary looms, such 
as may be used for weaving cotton cloths also. Under 
this class come-(a) plain fabrics, either bleached, un
bleached or dyed; (b) striped fabrics; (c) checks; 
(d) bordered fabrics; (e) printed fabrics; (I) banhus. 

"Class B-Embroidered and other hand-worked 
fabrics. 

"Class A(a)-Plain fabrics are usually made with 
khamru silk and rarely with filature-made silk. Matka 
silk is also made use of for special purposes. Mirzapur 
weavers usually obtain MaIda khamru, and sometimes 
very high class native filature-reeled dhali or barapalu 
silk. The best fabrics are made of this latter kind of 
silk. The following silk fabrics fall under this class: 

. "(1) . Goze:n-pieces-The raw silk used for gown
pIeces IS tWIsted and bleached, and sometimes dyed, 
before weaving. White gown-pieces are woven in four 
different styles--(a) plain, (b) twill or drilled (terchi 
or iitPiiti) , (c) striped and (d) checked. Coloured 
gown-pieces <l;re usually made either plain or of drill. 
The dimensions are usually 10 yards by 42 inches. 
Sometimes the width is made 44 inches or even 54 
inches. The price of gown-pieces varies from Rs. 12 
to Rs. 40 per piece. An extra thick gown-piece, 10 
yards by 42 inches, made out of filature-reeled barapalu 
silk, is valued at Rs. 45 or even Rs. 50. The cheaper 
kinds are made of untwisted thread, and should be styled 
korahs rather than gown-pieces. The only difference 
between a korak and a gown-piece made of untwisted 
thread is, that for the latter bleached thread is used, while 
for the former unbleached thread, i.e., raw-silk as it 
comes from the ghai, is used. Gown-pieces are in use 
among European ladies for making dresses, and by 
Bengali gentlemen for making coats, chapkans and 
chogas. 

"(2) Korahs-These are the cheapest silk fabrics, 
which form the staples of export to Europe, where they 
are used mainly for lining purposes. Korahs are gene
rally woven 7 yards by 1 yard, and sold at a rupee per 
square yard. They are made out of unbleached and 
untwisted thread, and they are bleached in the piece 



after they are woven. Karahs are also woven 10 yards 
by 42 inches like ordinary gown-pieces and worn as saris 
by females. Like gown-pieces, korahs are valued by the 
number of warp threads (called shiina), 2,400 warp 
threads per yard making the best gown-pieces and 
karahs, while 1,200 or 1,000 .warp threads per yard make 
the poorest gown-pieces and karahs. The price of 
korahs varies from 6 ann as to Re.1-8 per square yard. 
High class karahs are used for making ladies' blouse
jackets and other garments, usually after dyeing. 

"(3) Silk muslins or hawiii pieces are very fine fabrics 
made with filature-reeled dhali silk. Silk muslins are 
locally used by rich men for making shirts, coats or 
chapkans, which they wear in the hot weather, hiiwiii 
saris being similarly used in the zenana. It is only 
highly skilled silk weavers who can turn out superior 
silk muslins. 

" ( 4) Handkerchieves-These arc made either with 
twisted yarn or with raw silk, and are sometimes made 
with dark blue or red borders. A high class Mirzapur 
handkerchief 2 feet square costs a rupee. Poor khiim 
handkerchievcs 18 inches square may be had for 4 annas 
each. 

"( 5) Alwans or thick chadars are usually worn double 
by Benga1ee gentlemen of means. Each chadar is 3 yards 
long and Ii- or 1~ yards wide. They are, as a rule, 
twilled, and sometimes they are coloured. The price 
varies from Rs. 25 to Rs. 35 per pair. An ornamental 
bordered alwan, first woven for Maharaja Sir Jotindra 
Mohan Tagore by Mrityunjay Sarkar of Mirzapur, now 
sells for Rs. 50 a pair. 

"(6) Plain white dhotis and jars (i.e., dhotis and 
chadars woven in the same piece alternately) have a con
siderable sale throughout Bengal, as they are required 
for ceremonial purposes. The father of a bride or bride
groom wears a jar at the marriage ceremony of his child. 
High-class priests also wear jars. .Tors are worn at the 
sradha (funeral feast) ceremony also. Plain white 
dhotis are worn by rich widows when they go to see 
their friends. A jar usually costs Rs. 16, and a dhoti 
Rs. 8 to Rs. to. The length of a dhoti is 10 cubits and 
of a jar 15 cubits, and the width 45 inches. 

"(7) Mekhlas-These are a special kind of korah 
which are exported to Assam. There they are convert
ed into women's skirts, sometimes after being embroi
dered with gold thread. 

"(8) Matkas-The matka dhotis and saris made in 
Murshidabad are much coarser than those made in 
Rajshahi. They are largely exported to the Maratha 
country, but locally they are also worn by elderly men, 
by widows and by the poor women of the villages where 
they are woven. They are made 4 to 8 yards long and 
40 to 45 inches wide, and they can be had for Rs. 3 
to Rs. 5 per piece. They are also woven into the chadar 
size (3 yards by 1i yards), and in this state exported to 
Assam. Locally these chadiirs are worn dyed to a very 
limited extent. 

"(9) Matka and khamru yarns are sometimes used 
mixed, i.e., twisted khamru silk going to make the warp 
and the matka silk going to make the weft, for weaving 
thick pieces suitable for making men's suits. These are 
sold for about Rs. 2 a yard. There are two styles of 
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these mixed fabrics-one plain and the other twilled and 
striped (i.e., of Khejurchhari pattern). 

" (10) Imitation Assam silk-These were introduced in 
this district by Mr. N. G. Mukharji in connection with 
the famine operations of 1897. About 150 families of 
poor matka-weavers came for relief, and the only kind 
of work they were capable of was coarse weaving. 
About Rs. t 1,000 were spent for their relief, including 
cost of materials, and the fabrics they were made to 
weave realized by sale about Rs. 10,000. Messrs 
Whiteaway, Laidlaw & Co. patronised these silks largely, 
and they have since become very popular. Aboul 
Rs. 50,000 worth of these silks are now exported 
annually from Berhampore, and the importance which 
this new industry has already achieved has given rise to 
a hope that under fostering care the silk-weaving industry 
of Bengal may be developed in other directions also. 
The imitation Assam silks, or Murshidabad endis as 
they are now called, are sold specially by one Berham-· 
pore firm (S. S. Bagchi & Co.). The pieces are usually 
made 7 yards by 27 inches, as originally advised by 
Messrs Whiteaway, Laidlaw & Co., and they are sold 
for Rs. 6 or Rs. 7 per piece. They arc just sufficient 
for making one ordinary suit of clothes. They are also 
woven double the width. 

"Class A (b )-----Striped jabrics-Gown-pieces with 
coloured stripes are made in two styles, called respec-
tively rekhis and dharis. Rekhis are plain white or 
coloured gown-pieces (usually 10 yards by 40 inches) 
with some dark coloured lines or double lines. The 
ground of rokhis may be either plain or twill. Dharis 
have broader stripes, usually of more than one colour. 
According to the colour of the widest stripe, a dhari 
may be either (a) red, (b) yellow, (c) green, (d) purple 
or (e) banesh (chocolate coloured). These five standard 
kinds of dhari are woven for the Arabian market. The 
kind of dhari appreciated locally is not so highly 
coloured. Like rekhis, dharis are woven in 10 yards by 
40 inches pieces, and are sold for Rs. 16 to Rs. 18 or 
Rs. 23 to Rs. 25 per piece, the heavily-starched, high
starched, high-coloured pieces being sold cheaper, while 
the thick woven, lighter-coloured pieces made for the 
local market are sold for the higher price. 

"Class A (c)-Checks are divided into five kinds 
of fabrics: 

"( 1) Chiirkhiinas or checks where the squares or 
oblongs are of diverse colour. These, like rekhis and 
dharis, are made in two styles-one suited to Arab taste 
and the other suited to local taste. The former (called 
chaukaras) are more highly coloured and heavily starch" 
ed, and are cheaper fabrics sold for Rs. 18 to Rs. 19 per 
piece, while the latter are closer woven superior fabrics, 
sold for about Rs. 25 a piece. Fine flimsy checks are 
woven in the Baluchar circle for the use of Jain ladies 
and Jain children of Baluchar and Azimganj who are 
habitually to be seen in kurtas and paijamas made of 
such cheap sil.k. They are made 40 inches wide and are 
sold for Re 1-8 per yard. These fine and flimsy checks 
used to be made at Chandrakona and other villages in 
the Arambag subdivision of Hooghly, and the Baluchar 
weavers have simply taken over the industry. 

"(2) Charkhiinas or checks, which consist of white 
ground and coloured square outlines, the squares being 



of various sizes as in the previous case. The lines arc 
either double, triple or single, and the ground is either 
plain or twill. The dimensions and prices are the same 
as in the previous case, i.e., they are usually made 
10 yards by 40 inches and priced at Rs. 20 to Rs. 40 per 
piece. 

"(3) Matras-These are of a standard Arabic pattern, 
like dharis, rekhis and chaukaras. They are striped 
like dhans, but all along the edges of the stripes are 
studded rows of little squares or oblongs. The dimen
sions are the same as in dharis, rek/us and chaukaras. 
Matras exported to Arabia cost a rupee more than the 
other styles also made for the Arabian market. 

'f (4) P hulikat checks are woven for the Rangoon 
market. The lines are white, and the ground is either 
red or yellow or green or purple or banesh (chocolate), 
which are the five standard colours for the goods that 
are exported. Phulikat checks are considered suitable 
only for handkerchieves. They are made a yard square, 
and fifteen are woven together, which cost about Rs. 19. 

"(5) Check matkas are a very coarse class of fabrics 
woven for the Maratha country. A check matka sari 
S! yards long and 45 inches wide may be had for Rs. 5 
or Rs. 6. The trade with the Maratha country in plain 
and check matkas is pretty extensive. 

"Class A(Il)-Bordered fabrics-The demand for 
Murshidabad bordered saris, dhotis, jors, chelis and 
matkas are in demand among the lower middle classes 
also. The price of a sari of two or three borders varies 
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 18. White silk saris made out of 
dhali silk with dhiikka tiijpiir, or border of kamlea
orange colour, are considered very fashionable by 
Bengalee ladies. A sari with spotted ground has been 
recently produced by Mrityunjay, which is sold at 
Rs. 30 a piece. This is the very best fabric produced 
in Murshidabad. But tajpiir, kalkiipiir, padmapiir and 
bhomrapar siiris with plain white ground are the com
mon styles in use. Dhani kiilkiipar. Phiti'ipiir, ghunsipiir 
and churipiir are the common styles of border adopted 
for men's dhotis. The borders of dhotis are made 
narrower, and there are never three but always two 
borders at the two edges. Silk saris and dhotis, when 
they have coloured grounds, are called chelis. Chelis of 
very flimsy texture have a large sale. They are used 
for making ceremonial presents at various religious festi
vals. Parsis also use cheap chelis for making cere
monious presents in celebrating funeral rites. A seven
yard piece of cheli of this sort may be had for Re. 1-10 
to Rs. 2, and when it is considered that the material 
used is pure silk, the worthlessness of the stuff can be 
very well imagined. A cheli jor (i.e., dhoti and chadar) 
of superior quality, such as is worn by a Bengalee bride
groom of good family, may cost as much as Rs. 25. 

"Reyias have also coloured borders. They are sent 
to Assam, where they are worn by Assamese women to 
cover the upper part of their bodies, somewhat in the 
same way as chaddrs are worn. They are woven in the 
Baluchar centre. They are 4l- yards long and 22 inches 
wide, the two ends (iinchlas) being ornamented with 

coloured oorders. The gold embroidermg of reyias is 
done after their arrival in Assam. Handkerchieves are 
sometimes woven with coloured borders. Matka dhotis 
and saris are also made with black or red borders, the 
borders of saris being wider than those of dhotis. 

"Class A(e)-Printed fabrics-The art of printing 
korahs for making handkerchieves, door-curtains, scarves 
and niimabalis (or chaddrs containing religious texts) is 
almost extinct in Murshidabad. The industry has trans. 
ferred itself to Serampore and Chandernagore, though 
silk pieces are taken to these places from Berhampore for 
the purpose. The dyers of Khagra are chiefly employed 
in dyeing yams, but they still do printing to special 
order. The price of these fabrics depends on the quality 
of korah used. 

"Class A(f)-Biinhus or bandhana (tie-and-dye) silks 
are dyed korahs or matkas with spots or rings, coloured 
or white. These spots and rings are made by tying 
strong knots at small distances, according to the required 
pattern, and tying the pieces of korah or matka. The 
word biindhiina in Sanskrit means tying, which is the 
origin of the term bandannah. * The pieces after patient 
knotting are dyed and washed and dried, and the knots 
loosened. White spots or rings are formed at the points 
where the knots were made. When coloured spots or 
rings are desired, the strings with which the knots are 
made are first dyed in that particular colour before the 
tying of the knots. The colour of the strings is imprinted 
on the cloth at the points where the .knots are made. 
Pieces with rings instead of spots are called churis. 
When the rings are small and close together, they are 
called matichurs. Skirts and turbans are made of these 
materials, and there is a considerable trade with the 
United Provinces and the Punjab in biinhus and ckuris. 
The price of a piece depends entirely on the quality of 
korlik or matka used, about eight annas per piece being 
added for the dyeing process. 

"Class B-Fabrics made with naksha looms
(1) Under this class we have first of all the Baluchar 
butediir siiris. These siiris with ornamental ground, 
ornamental border, ornamental corner figures (called 
kunjas) and a more highly ornamented end-piece or 
iinchlii, were at one time very highly prized by the upper 
middleclass people of Bengal. Now the ladies of this 
class go in for the mor~ costly fabrics of Benares. The 
ordinary Baluchar butedar sari is rather an ugly fabric 
to use for personal decoration, but some are very neatly 
made and deserve encouragement. These saris are made 
10 cubits long and 42 to 45 inches wide. The price 
varies according to quality from Rs. 10 to Rs. 50. For 
the cheaper articles untwisted and ill-sorted raw silk is 
used; the number of threads used for the warp is also 
less, the weft is loosely woven, the dyes used are fugi
tive and the appearance is maintained by heavy starch
ing, sugar being mixed with the starch used to add to 
the gloss. A cheap Baluchar butediir sari can be woven 
in a week, but a valuable one takes three or four months' 
weaving. Sometimes these saris are made without 
iinchliis, but only with four kalkas or kunjas (conven-

* In his paper on "Art as applied to the Weaving and Printing of Textile ~abrics", Sir Thomas Wardle, in alluding to 
the tie-and-dye work, says: -"It is extensively practised in India, particularly m Jeypore and Ulwar. It was th~ precursor 
of printing in the silk handkerchief trade in Calcutta and Berhampore, and IS a very remarkable means of producmg deSIgns 
in spots, round, oval or square." 
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tional lotus buds) at the four corners. Such saris of the 
same size are somewhat cheaper (Rs. 8 to Rs. 40 instead 
of Rs. 10 to Rs. 50). 

"(2) Rumiils (square shawls) and shawls with orna
mental borders and corners, in imitation of Kashmir 
rumiils and shawls, are occasionally made to order. 
Table-cloths are also turned out from naksha looms. 
The ground is of twilled pattern and white, the orna
ments either grey or more highly coloured. The shawls 
are made 6 cubits long and 3 cubits wide, and the price 
asked is Rs. 40 or Rs. 50, there being no inferior articles 
of this class in demand. The high-class saris, rumals, 
shawls and table covers used to be woven until lately 
by only one man in the district, or rather the looms 
turning out these could have been set only by Dubraj, 
the weaving being done by others working under 
Dubraj's direction. Dubraj would not set looms for 
making these high-class fabrics for anyone else. He 
used also to weave at one time shawls with religious 
texts in the place of the ground ornament, but he gave 
up this work in his old age, as the operation of weaving 
required that the cloth-beam should be below the naval, 
which is considered a sacrilege when one is dealing with 
a cloth containing religious texts. 

"(3) Scarves and Sashes were also woven by Dubraj 
to order. The width of these is always 1 foot, and the 
price varies with the length, a rupee being charged for 
every foot of length. The quality of silk (which is 
twill) is the same, and there is no variation made in the 
price. Dubraj's loom for weaving sashes has been ac
quired by the Rampur Boalia Sericultural School, and it 
is in working order and actually in use in this school. 
The products of Dubraj's looms are inferior only to the 
best products of the Kashmir and Benares looms. The 
competition with Kashmir products would not affect the 
sale of these, as rich men who use Kashmir shawls and 
scarves in the cold weather could use Dubraj's shawls and 
scarves in warmer weather, as locally they are so used. 
But the competition with Benares gold-embroidered 
saris, shawls, etc., is too strong even for Dubraj's goods. 
A Hindu lady who can afford to wear a Benares san 
will not look at even a high-class Baluchar sari on high 
days and holidays. One thing, however, should be 
mentioned in favour of these ornamental silks. They 
stand any amount of washing, which Benares goods do 
not. It is too late, however, to think of reviving the 
industry of weaving ornamental silk fabrics, as the only 
man who could be used as a lever to uplift the industry 
is now dead. The Society for the Promotion of Indian 
Arts in London interested itself in the matter and raised 
some money also, but the local people were extremely 
apathetic and the scheme fell through. The only hope 
of reviving the art now rests on the fact that Dubraj's 
looms are still in existence. * 

"Class C-Embroidered and other hand-worked 
fabrics-Embroidering on silk is chiefly done in rich 
Jain families and also in some Muhammadan houses for 
domestic purposes. The few professional embroiderers 
there are in the district live in city Murshidabad, and 
they come to Baluchar for embroidering reyiiis and 

mekhlas that are exported to Assam. A piece of 
embroidered reyiii or mekhla costs Rs. 40 to Rs. 50. 
Foreign silks, satin and velvet are usually chosen by 
Jain and Muhammadan ladies for their domestic work, 
in which they often exhibit great skill and taste. Hand
embroidered wearing apparel cannot be had in the dis
trict in shops or markets; and the fabric used being 
usually foreign, the art needs only be mentioned here. 

"Knitting of silk socks was an industry of some note 
in Murshidabad in days when there were English mili
tary officers in the district. The industry is now 
extinct ... 

"The costliest silk fabrics are used in Bengal. Some 
costly fabrics are exported to Assam also, but the 
quantity is insignificant. The fabrics used in Bengal are 
saris, dhotis, jars, Baluchar butediir saris, chelis, gown
pieces, hawai goods, rekhis, chiirkhiinas, scarves, shawls 
and plain and bordered handkerchieves. Individual 
weavers may be seen hawking them about in the towns, 
and sometimes carrying bundles of silk cloths down to 
Calcutta before the Puja time, in September and Octo
ber, when there is always a brisk sale of silk saris in 
the Calcutta market. To Europe, korahs, printed 
handkerchieves and gown-pieces, also tasars and biiftiis 
(tasar mixed with cotton), are exported. To Rangoon are 
exported phulikat handkerchieves and banjtus. To the 
United Provinces and the Punjab are sent matichurs or 
churis made out of matkas and korahs. To Arabia are 
exported dharis, chaukaras and matras. Chelis go to 
most parts of India, also korahs for printing. Maika 
dhotis and saris (plain and check) go to all parts of India 
where there are Marathas." 

Ivory carving-Another industry for which the dis
trict is famous is ivory carving. The skill of the carvers 
and the high estimation in which their work has been 
held are sufficiently attested by the remarks of Pro
fessor Royle in Lectures on the Arts and Manufactures 
of India (1852) with reference to the exhibits sent to 
the London Exhibition of 1851:-
"A variety of specimens of carving in ivory have been 
sent from different parts of India and are much to 
be admired, whether for the minuteness of size, for the 
elaborateness of detail, or for the truth of representation. 
Among these the ivory-carvers of Berhampore are cons
picuous. They have sent a little model of themselves 
at work, and using, as is the custom of India, only a 
few tools. The set of chess-men carved from the draw
ings in Layard's 'Nineveh' were excellent representa
tions of what they could only have seen in the above 
work, showing that they are capable of doing new 
things when required; while their representations of the 
elephant and other animals are so true to nature, that 
they may be considered the works of real artists and 
should be mentioned 'rather under the head of fine arts 
than of mere manual dexterity." In 1888 again the 
Murshidabad carvers were declared to be perhaps the 
best in India, "fully displaying the finish, min~tenes£ 
and ingenuity characteristic of all true Indian art." 

The industry dates back to the time when the Nawabs 

* One of his disciples, Sri Hem Chandra Bhattacharya of Jiaganj still knows the art of the Baluchar sari and recently 
produced a silk kerchief containing the traditional Dubraj pattem.-A.M. 

* In this connexion see article on silk in Part IC of the Census Report of West Bengal and Sikkim, 19S1.-A.M. 
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of Bengal had their court at Murshidabad. The legend 
of its introductron is quaint. The Nawab, it is said, 
one day called for an ear-pick or scratcher, and when 
one made of grass was brought, said that it wq.s not 
worthy of the dignity of a Nawab and that one must be 
made of ivory. An ivory carver was therefore brought 
from Delhi to make one. While he was at work, a 
Hindu Bhaskar spied on him throu'gh a hole in the 
wall and learnt his art, which he taught his son, Tulsi 
Khatumbar. The latter soon excelled his father and was 
made carver in ivory to the Nawab. He was a pious 
Hindu and anxious to go on pilgrimage, and, this being 
known, a guard was set over him, for fear that he might 
leave the city. At last he managed to escape and went 
on pilgrimage to various places, paying his way by his 
work. After an absence of 17 years, he returned to 
Murshidabad and was summoned 'before the Nawab, 
who ordered him to make from memory a carving of the 
late Nawab. The statue he produced was so life-like, 
that the Nawab, in admiration of his genius, gave him 
his salary in full for the 17 years he had been away 
and presented him with a house in Mahajantuli. To 
this day, it is said, "the ivory carvers of Murshidabad 
bend their heads and raise their hands in veneration 
whenever the name of Tulsi is mentioned." Whatever 
be the truth of the legend, the art appears to have been 
from the first the monopoly of the Bhaskars, whose 
original hereditary occupation is the manufacture of clay 
and wooden images, wood carving and wall painting. 
It was an industry which depended for its prosperity on 
the support of a luxurious court and wealthy noblemen, 
and when the Nawabs lost their power and their court 
disappeared, it languished. 

The causes of its decline are stated as follows by 
Mr. G. C. Dutt, in his Monograph on Ivory Carving in 
Bengal (1901): 

"For lack of encouragement the Murshidabad carvers 
have been obliged to sacrifice quality to quantity. 
Established during the declining days of the Nawabs 
of Murshidabad, the encouragement the art received 
from them was but limited and sporadic. During the 
palmy days of Cossimbazar, when many Europeans 
belonging to the cotton and silk factories of the old East 
India Company lived there, the ivory carvers carried on 
a brisk business, both in the district and out of it. Even 
in 1811, when the place was fast sinking into the obscu
rity from which it had temporarily emerged, it was still 
noted for silk, hosiery; koraks and inimitable ivory 
work. Similarly, when Berhampore rose into impor
tance as the chief military ,station in this province, the 
art flourished there for a time, but with the decline of 
the military importance of the town it began to wane, 
and had it not been for the railway communication 
which has made a trade with Calcutta and Bombay 
possible, the art would have died out long ago. Formerly 
the ivory carvers used sometimes to get large orders 
from Government for supplying specimens of their work 
for the various exhibitions in England and other Euro
pean countries, as also in India', but this has been dis
continued in recent years, as collections for exhibitions 
are now generally made on loil.ll from noblemen and 
zemindars, like the Nawab of Murshidabad and the 
Maharaja of Cossimbazar, who have the very best 
specimens in their possession. 

"Within the last 30 years the industry has altogether 
died out from Mathra, Daulatbazar and Ranshagorgram, 
all three villages near the city of Murshidabad. Thirty 
years ago there were over 50 families of ivory carvers 
at Mathra, and even so recently as 12 years back there 
were about a dozen houses left. Many of them died of 
malarious fever, and the few survivors have migrated to 
Baluchar, Berhampore and other places. At present 
there is not a single Bhaskar in Mathra, and there are 
not more than 25 ivory carvers, principal and appren
tices all told, living in the district." 

The best workers, it may be added, live in Khagra, 
a 'quarter of 'Berhampore. Some have migrated to 
Bangalore and Mysore. 

The peculiar features of the work are the minute, 
hess of the carving, which requires 70 to 80 different 
tools, and the absence of joins. The carvers hate joins, 
and would rather make a small image in which none 
are required, than a large article which would sell at 
double or treble the price, because in the latter they 
would have to join the pieces together. The tools are 
of a simple character, being mostly ordinary carpenters' 
tools, though some ,are far smaller and finer. They. 
use Assam or Burma ivory for the most part, as it is 
light and soft and yields easily to the chisel without 
any preliminary process of softening. For the solid end 
'of the tusk, which is called the nakshidant, they pay 
generally Rs. 8-8 to Rs. 10 per seer; for the middle 
portion, known as khondidant, Rs. 15 to Rs. 16 a seer; 
and for the thick end, which the carvers say is hard, 
and therefore liable to crack under the chisel, sells at 
Rs. 2 to Rs. 3 per seer less. 

The first thing the carver does is to cut a block of 
ivory of sufficient bulk for the article required. On 
this a tracing of the object to be carved is drawn in 
pencil, but sometimes the design is sketched on paper. 
A clever workman can carve without any preliminary 
sketch, if the article to be manufactured is one which 
he is accustomed fo carve. After this, the model is 
roughly shaped by means of chjsels, large and small, 
according to the size of the parts to be chiselled off. 
Then files of different sizes and fineness are employed 
to work the model into a finer shape, and drills of 
different sizes are used to drill holes for perforated work. 
Finishing touches are given with an, iron 'stylus, which 
the carvers call by the common name for a pen, kalam. 
The kalams are of various degrees of fineness, some as 
fine as needles and others like knives or sketch-erasers. 
When the model has been brought exactly to the designed 
shape, it is soaked in water for some time, and the 
surface is polished, first with fish scales and lastly with 
common chalk. For fastening figures into stands and 
for joining parts, small ivory pegs are used. For 
turning, a heavy lathe is used. When they have to 
carve from a new pat~ern, and they find that none of 
their existing tools are suitable Of fine enough for the 
work, the Bhaskars will at once improvise a suitable tool, 
in the middle of their wt1rk. 

The following list of the articles produced by the 
carv~s is given in Mr. G. C. Dutt's Monograph on Ivory 
Carving in Bengal. Formerly they supplied a local 
demand for images of the gods, but now for the most 
part turn out an assortment of table ornaments and 
knick-knacks, mainly for the European market:-
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No. Articles 

2 

Alphabet 

2 Durga * (the ten handed goddess, with her attendant gods and 
goddesses, in the act of fighting with the giant Mahisasura) 

3 Kali standing on the body of Siva with two attendant 
goddesses . 

4 Jagaddhatri standing on the lion and elephant with two. 
attendant goddesses . 

5 Jagannath's car procession 

6 Palanquin, single or with bearers and attendants 

7 Chessmen 

8 Work-box 

9 Elephant, single or caparisoned, or fighting with tiger 

10 Horse, plain or with rider 

11 Bullock-carts 

12 Maur-pankhi, or peacock state barge 

13 Camel, single or with driver 

14 Co~, single or with calf 

15 Dog 

16 Pig 

17 Buffalo 

18 Crocodile 

19 Deer 

20 Plough, with ploughman 

21 Locket and chain (with or without gold or silver mounting) 

22 Earrings 

23 Figures of Zanana ladies, Hindu priests, washermen, water
carriers, peons, porters, tailors, sepoys, fakirs, policemen 

24 Paper-cutter 

25 Bangles, bracelets with or without gold or silver mountings 

26 Card case 

Prices 

3 

to 1 t annas per letter 

Rs. 50 to Rs. 300 

" 

40 to " 120 

50 to " 125 

50 to .. 150 

15 to 100 

25 to " 250 

25 to " 300 

5 to " 150 

2 to 30 

8to" 50 

10 to " 100 

4to" 40 

:OJ to " 20 

2 to" 8 

2 to" 10 

3 to 20 

5 to 20 

2 to" 15 

3 to" 20 

5to" 50 

4 to" 10 

2 to 5 
each 

to., 30 

25 and upward 

6 to Rs. 15 

27 Knitting needles Annas 8 for a 
set of four 

28 Crochet needles 

29 Napkin rings 

30 Photo frames 

31 Caskets 

32 Walking sticks 

33 Chamur or fly-flap 

34 Combs. 

Re. 1-8 each 

Rs. 2-8 each 

15 to Rs. 60 

30 to " 100 

25 to" 75 

Remarks 

4 

The best article that can be 
made from one block of ivory 
can be had for Rs. 150 

The price varies according to 
the size of the pieces and also 
according to the quality of 
the work 

* It is interesting to note that in these ivory images the carver secularises the image, i.e., alters the mudras and other 
lakshmanas of each image, so that these carvings are not intended for worship, but merely for house decoration.-A.M. 
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"The above list", writes Mr. G. C. Dutt, "is by 
no means exhaustive. The Murshidabad carvers tum 
out various other toys and trinkets, and of mythological 
subjects there i.s, perhaps, no end. Only one mytho
logical figure the Murshidabad Bhaskars will not carve 
or sell, and that it is that of Krishna, as they are his 
followers and cannot create or sell the deity they wor
ship. Although the Murshidabad carvers can carve any 
practicable model of almost every useful and ornamental 
object, it must not be supposed that there is a regular 
supply of all these things in the market, nor should 
one expect to find many such objects in daily use any
where, except, perhaps, the bangles and combs which 
are worn by up-country and Deccan women generally. 
There is usually but a limited and fitful outtum." 

Other manufactures-Oil is manufactured at oil mills 
in Dayanagar (in the Berhampur Municipality). 

The manufacture of steel trunks, boxes, safes, etc., is 
a newly introduced industry. It started with three 
manufactories at Jiaganj, another at Bhagwangola and 
a fifth at Khagra in Berhampur: the last was started 
by a man who learnt the art in Calcutta and established 
agencies both in Berhampur and Rampur Boalia. 
Rolled steel is obtained in Calcutta and worked by 
Indian artisans under Indian supervision. The industry 
made rapid progress especially after 1947 when the 
influx of refugee artisans from East 'Bengal stabilised it 
as a flourishing small industry. These small factories 
are doing well. 

Textile industries-Cotton weaving survives as a 
village handicraft, bedsheets, gamchas, Zungis, etc., 
being woven on hand looms. Blanket weaving is 
carried on by colonies of Gareris, or up-country sheep
rearers and blanket-weavers, in the Jangipur'subdivi
sion, the principal seat of the industry being Auranga
bad. The blankets are exported to Calcutta and else
where. They are also made in the Kandi subdivision, 
but for local sale only. Dyeing of cotton and silk is con
fined to a few families at Khagra, Baluchar and 
Mirzapur. There are skilled embroiderers in the town 
of Murshidabad, who embroider caps, slippers and 
clothes with gold and silver wire. 

Metal industries-Gold and silver work is carried on 
in Khagra, Berhampur, Pulinda and Kandi ; malaria is 
said to have depleted the families of workmen. Bell
metal and brass utensils are manufactured in consider
able quantities at Khagra, Berhampur, Kandi, Bara
nagar and J angipur ; they are exported as well as sold 
in the local markets. Locks and betel-nut cutters of a 
superior kind are mada at Dhulian and iron chests at 
Jangipur. Bidri-ware used to be produced by a few 
workmen at Murshidabad ; the process consists of inlay
ing silver in pewter, which is blackened with sulphate 
of copper. The industry is now dead. 

Wood and bamboo work-Bamboo work is a fairly 
extensive handicraft; chairs, moras, screens (chiks) , 
boxes and waste-paper baskets are made and sold 
locally. 

Clay models-Clay models and figures are made at 
Khagra. The specimens shown at an exhibition which 
was held at Berhampur in 1946 to encourage local 

industries compared very favourably with those made in 
the Nadia district, the workmanship of which has long 
been held in high estimation. 

Fishing-Last but not least of the di~rict industries' 
may be mentioned fishing. 

The Ganges abounds with fish at all times of the year, 
and a large number of fishermen live along its banks. 
The Bhagirathi and Jalangi also furnish a large supply 
during the rainy season. The Bhandardaha Bil is the 
most valuable fishery among confined waters, containing 
nearly all the fresh-water varieties that are found in 
Bengal. Its resources have, however, been reduced 
materially since communication with the 'Bhagirathi was 
cut off by the construction of an embankment. The 
bil formerly extended another five miles northward to 
near Lalitakuri, but the embankment at that place being 
constantly breached, another was built from Digha Ghat 
to Bhagwangola. The latter has cut off the northern 
portion of the bil, which is known as' the Bura Thakur 
Bil and effectually prevented inundation. Prior to this, 
the biZ was full of fish, even hilsa being found in it. 

Other bils also give employment to a considerable 
fishing population. The Bishtupur (Vishnupur) Bil, 
which is replenished with fry from the Bhagirathi, con
tains carp of several varieties, Siluridae, etc., which are 
caught with nets shot from boats as well as with fish
traps. Conditions are the same in the Chaltia Bil. The 
Chanda Bil is well stocked with the fish known as 
katmacha, but contains very few carp, probably because 
they are destroyed by the katmacha, whiCh are all pre
datory fish. This bil was full of weeds and lotuses, 
which precluded the use of nets, and fish have to be 
caught in traps or speared with the kauch or fish-spear. 
In recent years the bil has been greatly cleared by settle
ment to refugee fishermen. The Poalia Bil, being a 
shallow marsh, is chiefly used for cultivation, but the 
north-eastern portion which is called the Putijol Bil, 
abounds with katmacha, which are caught in the same 
way as in the Chanda Bil. Fishing is also carried on 
in the Northern Drainage Cut, fixed nets being placed 
at the entrance of the Putijol Bil. 

From the end of July till the beginning of October 
the greater part of the Suti and Samserganj thanas 
is under water of varying depth. The shallow portions 
are covered with rice, jute, sugarcane and other high
growing crops, and constitute a prolific spawning ground 
for yuhi, mrigal, katla, and other Gangetic fish. At the 
village of Bahutali, thana Suti, which is surrounded by 
water on three sides and distant only about three miles 
from the Rajgaon station of the Eastern Railway on 
the Sahibganj Loop, a daily market is held for the sale 
of fry, which are exported in earthen jars (gharas) to 
Birbhum, Burdwan and elsewhere to stock tanks with. 
Another daily market is held at Bendahat, 7 miles from 
Raghunathganj, from July to October. The boats used 
are all of one description, and apparently peculiar to 
this part-long, rakish, narrow, gondola-shaped craft, 
beautifully put together and very speedy. The fry, 
when caught, are thrown into the boats, which are kept 
with four or five inches of water in them. Two holes 
are bored in the bottom, one at either end, through 
which a continual stream of fresh water keeps bubbling 



up, the depth being regulated by baling. On reaching 
the shore where the market is held, the fish are placed 
in small tanks out in the ground and filled with muddy 
water. They are first, however, washed in large sheets 
submerged in the bil or river water ; and, as far as 
possible all predatory fish, such as boail, are removed. 
When purchased, the fry are carried away in gharas, 
which are filled with water, thickly impregnated with 
mud. The gharas are suspended from' biinghy sticks, 
which are kept constantly oscillating, because the fry 
will die if the mud is allowed to settle and th,e water to 
clear and lose its oxygen. Even when standing still, the 
bearers keep up a jerking motion of their shoulders, so 
as to keep the water constantly agitated for aeration. 
When carried by rail, the water is stirred with sticks 
continually with the same object. The fry are sold by 
measure, a small wicker-work measure containing; about 
hal£-a-seer being used. The price is in inverse ratio 
to the size of the fish it contains, for th~ smaller the 
fish, the greater the nu~ber. 

The limits of space preclude a description of the large 
variety of fishing implements, nets, traps, etc., in use, 
but mention may be made of a few ingenious contri
vances employed. Some of the nets are of very large 
size. The dore jal, for instance, which is stretched 
between places on the banks, is sometimes 2,000 or .3,000 
feet long. The kachal nets, again, are 2,100 feet long 
by 66 feet' deep and require two boats to work them. 
When they are being shot, the fishermen make a peculiar 
noise by rubbing a hollow -piece of bamboo against 
the side of the boat, and also strike the water with the 
hollow side of half split bamboos in order tb drive the 
fish into the net. The smaller fish are 'kept in the hold, 
but the larger varieties are strung through the eye 
cavities (not the eyes) by a string, which is attached 
to a' rope hanging from one end of the boat to the 
other; they thus remain in the fresh water of the bil, 
and can be kept alive a long time and sent fresh to the 
markets. Another net, known as the moi jal, is used 
in pairs, which require four boats to manipulate them. 
The boats, which are 18 or 19 feet long, are tied in pairs 
end to end with a couple of bamboos. The nets are 
let down from each pair of boats, which then draw 
near each other, sweeping the intervening space. Two 
men dive down and join the ends of the' nets under 
water, after which they are drawn up. 

Another peculiar device is employed with the long 
narrow boats called sarangas, which are about 42 feet 
long and 2i feet broad. On one side of the boat a 
net is raised to a height of five feet ; on the other a 
split bamboo grating is placed. As the boat is rowed 
into the bank, a noise is caused by the grating passing 
through the water. The fish, anxious to escape, en
deavour to jump across the boat and are caught in the 
outstretched net. This method of fishing is onlJ carried 
on at night-time. Not less curious is the method of 
catching fish with the bishal jal. This is a fine-meshed 
net in the shape of an isosceles triangle, with sides about 
10 or 1:2 feet long, which is kept stretched by bamboos 
tied at the apex. A man lowers the net into the water, 
while a woman with' a floater (generally a jar'or handi, 
which is used afterwards to hold the catch) swims about 
in front of him to drive the fish into the net. 

IIi the Bhandardaha Bil and other bils it is the 
practice to place "bushes" in the water, composed of 
large heaps of twigs and the trunks of trees with large 
branches. The fish collect in these bushes, which are 
enclosed twice or thrice in the year. Bamboo enclosures 
are erected, with nets fastened to the bamboos, and 
are gradually made smaller as the bushes are approach
ed, the bamboos being taken up and re-erected each 
time. When the circle is sufficiently small, i.e., about 
30 or 40 feet in diameter, the fishermen dive in and 
begin to take up the twigs and branches, using their 
hands and also hooks attached to bamboo poles. When 
all have been removed, two or three of them dive down 
and bring together the lower ends of the nets, which 
are 'then lifted'up, brought to the boats, and hauled in 
with all the fish in theql. The tops of the nets are 
10 feet above the water, but some fish, especially katla 
and ruhi, manage to e~Rpe by jumping over them. 
This method of fishing takes from two to four days, 
according to the area to be enclosed. 

There are numerous kinds of fixed traps, but, perhaps, 
the commonest are the khatans or chalis, which are 
gratings made of split bamboos placed across bils or 
drains that have a current of water, They are fixed 
into the ground, and the top, which is five or six feet 
above the water, has a net attached to it. The fish, 
which in their way up against the stream try to jump 
over any obstacle they encounter, are caught in the 
net when they leap over the grating. A large number 
of fish are obtained in this way, which is open to the 
objection that it is a serious impediment to the upward 
passage of fish. A simple contrivance for catching eels 
is the banchonga, which is a tube of bamboo, two or 
three feet long, with both ends open ; it is made by 
splitting'a bamboo in two and cutting away the knots 
inside till it is quite smooth: the two 'halves are then 
tied together with a piece of string. The tube is put 
in the mud, at a depth of seven or eight feet, and fixed 
there by" a pin of bamboo. After 24 hours the fisher
man dives to the bottom, and, closing the open ends 
of the tube with his two hands, takes it to the surface. 
In weedy waters a fish-spear, called kauch, is used. 
This is a sixteen bladed spear with a bamboo shaft, 
which is thrown from palm- tree dug-outs. 

Pearl fishing-Pearl fishing, a somewhat rare indus
try in Bengal used to be carried on in this district. 
The pearl fisheries existed in a series of bils, marking 
the line of an old river, which stretch from the Gobra 
N:ullah to Rukimpur,. a distance of about 38 miles. 
The pearls are found in a mussel, which is a species 
of Unio, probably a variety of the pearl-bearing Unino 
margaritifera. The Motijhil and the bils in thanas 
Bhagwangola, Burwan and Nawada yielded the greatest 
number. The majority are, seed pearls, and usually 
have a golden tint. Valuable pearls were occasionally 
found fetching as much as Rs. 200 each, but such finds 
are now obsolete and the largest pearls seldom exceed 
Rs. 1.5 or Rs. 30 in value. The fishery season is in the 
hot weather, when the water is low and almost stagnant. 

Trade-The district is favourably situated for trade, 
having several lines of railway and also being served 
by the two first deltaic off-shoots of the Ganges, viz., 
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the Bhagirathi and Jalangi, through which there is boat 
communication with Calcutta. The eastern half of the 
district, enclosed by the Ganges, Bhagirathi and J alangi 
has, from time immemorial, been the seat of large 
commercial towns, and the railway has opened up the 
western half. The principal seats of trade are Azim
ganj, Jangipur, Jiaganj, Khagra and Dhulian on the 
Bhagirathi ; the Jain merchants of Azimganj are among 
the richest traders in Bengal. Other important markets 
are Bhagwangola, Beldanga, Saktipur, Jalangi, Kandi, 
Gokarna, Lalbagh, Sagardighi, Baluchar and Chhap
ghati. Periodical fairs are held at Dhulian, Jangipur, 
Cha~tia, Saktipur and Kandi. The external trade is 
mainly with Calcutta. 

There are three ports in the district. The most 
important port is Dhulian to which Aurangabad is 
adjacent. Dhulian is now the most important port for 
jute as also for biri, tobacco, lac, fish-spawn and bell
metal. This port although much embarrassed by the 
Ganges have eaten heavily into the old town, commands 
almost the entire jute trade of Birbhum, the southern half 
of MaIda and the northern half of Murshidabad. Lalgola
Bhagwangola is another important port which deals 
mainly in jute, rice, and green vegetables, including 
fruits. Jiaganj-Azimganj is again coming into its own 
since the Partition of the State and is now an 
important centre of jute, pulses, rice, and other dry 
merchandise. Cossimbazar a suburb of Berhampur, 
is a jute-baling and pressing centre, a centre of oil mills 
and contains the Manindra Cotton & Silk Mills. It has 
also a match factory .. 

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 

Railways 

Azimganj branch-The district is served both by the 
East Indian Railway and the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway now amalgamated in the Eastern Railway, and 
contains three lines of railway. The oldest is the 
Azimganj branch line of the East Indian Railway, 
which runs almost due east from Nalhati, a station in 
the Birbhum district on the Loop Line of the East 
Indian Railway, to Azimganj, a town in this district 
situated on the Bhagirathi directly opposite to Jiaganj. 
Its total length is 27i miles, of which 15 miles lie in 
this district. The stations in Murshidabad, proceeding 
from west to east, are Morgram, Sagardighi, Barala 
and Azimganj. The line was constructed in 1872, when 
it was known as the Nalhati-Azimganj State Railway. 
Through communication with Suri, the headquarter:; of 
Birbhum, and thence with the 'Burdwan district, has 
been established by the Ondal-Sainthia line (from 
Ondal in Burdwan to Sainthia in Birbhum). This 
connects the Chord and Loop Lines of the East Indian 
Railway, and was opened to traffic in 1908. 

Ranaghat-Murshidabad branch-The Azimganj branch 
line was the only railway in the district until 
1905, when the Ranaghat-Murshidabad branch of the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway was opened. The latter 
takes off from the main line of the Eastern Benga 1 
State Railway at Ranaghat and runs northward through 

the districts of Nadia and Murshidabad (which it enters 
a little north of Plassey) to its terminus at Lalgola Ghat 
on the Ganges. The length within the district is 44! 
miles, and there are 12 stations within district limits. 
viz., proceeding from south to north, Rejinagar, 
Beldanga, Bhabta, Sargachi, Berhampur Court, Cossim
bazar, Murshidabad, Nashipur Road, Jiaganj, Bhagwan. 
gola, Krishnapur and Lalgola Ghat. 

Barharwa-Azimganj-Katwa line-The latest addition 
to the railway lines of Murshidabad is the Barharwa
Azimganj-Katwa branch of the East Indian Railway 
line, which is an extension of the Hooghly-Katwa and 
Burdwan-Katwa branches of the East Indian Railway. 
It runs from Katwa in Burdwan through Azimganj and 
Dhulian to Barharwa, a station on the Loop Line in 
the Santhal Parganas, and has a length, approximately, 
of 100 miles. With the exception of 6 milf.s at either 
end, which lie in the Santhal Parganas and Burdwan, 
it lies entirely in Murshidabad, following the western 
bank of the Bhagirathi. 

Road communications-Perhaps the most important 
change that has overtaken the district after the Partition 
of 1947 is the extensive network of well-built roads 
throughout the State's length and breadth. It looks as 
if the district will be efficiently opened up along the old 
roads. National Highway 34 follows the route Calcutta
Krishnagar-Plassey and Berhampur-Raghunathganj
Dhulian, and will include a new construction (32 miles) 
betw~en Berhampur an~unathganj along the route 
west of the Bhagirathi, with a major bridge over the 
Bhagirathi at Khagraghat. This route will open up 
derelict areas in Murshidabad district. The abandoned 
national highway alignment between Burdwan and 
Raghunathganj via Palitpur, Nityanandapur and Mor
gram will be developed as a State highway. The Ber
hampur-Bhagwangola (19 miles) and the Bhagwangola
Lalgola (8 miles) roads will open up the north-north-east, 
while the Berhampur-Hariharchak, Jalangi (32 miles) 
and the Hariharchak-Raninagar-Katlamari (12 miles) 
roads will improve communications in the east and 
north-east up to the border. As a consequence, market
ing facilities will improve and a reduction in transport 
expenses will ensure better prices for crops in this area. 
The Berhampur-Kandi (18 miles), the Kandi-Panch
thupi (9.5 miles) and the Kandi-Sultanpur (13 miles) 
roads will improve markets in the south-west, while the 
Lalgola-Raghunathganj (18 miles) and Raghunathganj
Suti-Dhulian (23 miles) roads will complete a direct 
trunk road from Calcutta, to the north-western tip of 
the Ganges delta. Thus all the most important places 
in the district will be connected by concrete modern 
roads. 

Water communications-The Ganges or Padma is 
navigable throughout the year, and steamers regularly 
ply along it to and from Goalundo. The other big 
rivets are navigable by country boats except in the dry 
season, i.e., the hot weather and latter part of the 
cold weather. The most important of them are the 
Bhagirathi and Jalangi, which have long been silting 
up. During the eighty years, 1822-1902, the Bhagi
rathi was closed during the dry season in 20 years; in 
18 years a lowest depth of 1t to 2 feet was maintained, 
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and in 28 years a lowest depth of 2 to 3 feet. In the last 
fourteen years of this period it was ptactically closed 
during the dry season except in 1895, when there was 
a depth of 3t feet. The portion opposite to Berham
pur is the worst of all. In spite of the efforts of the 
Irrigation & Waterways Department to keep it open, 
nothing is to be seen during the dry season but a long 
expanse of sand. When the river is navigable by 
steamers, which is only from about the middle of July 
to the end of September, the Indian General & River 
Navigation Company runs river steamers and keeps up 
a regular service to Calcutta. As regards the J alangi, 
it was closed in the dry season during the last 45 years 
of the same period, and was open to a minimum depth 
of about 1 i feet in 11 years, and to a minimum depth 
of 2 to 3 feet in 24 years. 

LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 

Land tenures-At the time of the Permanent Settle
ment there were four classes of zemindars in Bengal. 
They are thus described in the introduction of Hunter's 
Bengal Manuscript Records. "The first class of Bengal 
zamindars represented the old Hindu and Muhammadan 
Rajas of the country, previous to the Mughal conquest 
by the Emperor Akbar in 1576, or persons who claimed 
that status. The second class were Rajas or great land
holders, most of whom dated from the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, and some of whom were, like the 
first class, de facto rulers in th~ir own estates or territo
ries, subject to a tribute or land tax to the representa
tive of the Emperor. These two classes had a social 
position faintly resembling the Feudatory Chiefs of the 
British Indian Empire, but that position was enjoyed 
by them on the basis of custom, not of treaties. The 
third and most numerous class were persons whose 
families had held the office of collecting the revenue 
during one or two or more generations, and who had 
thus established a prescriptive right. A fourth and 
also numerous class was made up of the revenue far
mers, who, since the diwiini grant in 1765, had collec
ted the land tax for the East India Company, under 
the system of yearly leases, then of five years' leases, 
and again of yearly leases. Many of these revenue 
farmers had, by 1787, acquired the de facto status of 
zamindars." The original differences in the holdings 
of these four classes of zemindars were obliterated by 
the Permanent Settlement, and from 1793 onwards all 
estates, whatever their origin, were placed on a uniform 
basis. 

Aimas-In this district the only revenue-paying 
estates with any peculiar features are those known as 
aimas. They are generally of extremely small area, 
and though they are borne on the tauzi and pay 
revenue, its amount is always small and often only 
nominal. They are believed to have been originally 
charitable grants for Muhammadan uses, and abound 
in' pargana Fatehsingh to the south-west. It is not 
clear why aimas should be so plentiful in this part of 
the district. The grantees are usually resident Musal
mans ; but there is no reason to suppose that the grants 
were made directly by the Muhammadan Governor of 
Murshidabad. The estate of Fatehsingh is one of the 

oldest in the district, and so far back its history can 
be traced, it has almost always been in the possession 
of a Hindu family. It is known also, as a matter of 
fact, that aimas have been created by the Hindu zemin
dars. It has been conjectured, therefore, that they 
owe their origin to fear rather than to favour. 

Revenue-free estates-Revenue-free estates are large
ly represented in Murshidabad, but possess few 
features which are not common to the rest of Bengal. 
The lakhiriij estates are most common in pargana 
Asadnagar, which contains the greater part of the city 
of Murshidabad. The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad 
is the largest lakhirajdiir in the district. His ramnas 
or deer parks, which come under this category, are 
very extensive, and he owns, besides, several large 
revenue-free mahals called zaman. 

Mazkuri and shikmi taluks-The Muhammadan 
Government, for objects of administrative convenience, 
sometimes entered into engagements with small proprie
tors to pay their land revenue through the zemindars 
within the limits of whose estates their properties lay. 
The zemindars again occasionally made unauthorised 
transfers of land, and to conceal the fact from the 
Muhammadan Government stipulated that the trans
ferees should pay their quota of land revenue through 
them. Partly at their own request, in order that they 
might obtain protection from the exactions of the 
zemindars, and partly for other reasons, the majority 
of the tiiluks, as such estates were called, were separated 
from the parent estates at the Permanent Settlement and 
recognized as separate estates with land revenue pay
able direct to the State. Some, however, were not 
separated, but continued as dependent tenures, known 
as mazkuri tiiluks. They were especially numerous in 
the old zemindari of Rajshahi, which included some 
portion of the present district of Murshidabad. They 
are not now very common and are chiefly to be found 
in the pargana of Mahalandi, which formerly belonged 
to the Raja of Rajshahi: they continue to be depen
dent upon the larger zemindaris of which they form a 
part, to the extent of paying their Government revenue 
thro1)gh the superior zemindar. In other respects they 
confer full rights of proprietorship. Shikmi seems to 
be merely another name for the mazkuri or dependent 
taluk, being usually adopted in parganas to the west 
of the Bhagirathi, especially Khargram and Muraripur. 

Istimrari-Another tenure, dating back to a period 
anterior to the Permanent Settlement, is the istimrari, 
which is a hereditary and transferable tenure, held at 
a fixed rate of rent; it is, in fact, a tenure granted in 
perpetuity before the Permanent Settlement. It is, 
however, rare in Murshidabad. 

Patni taluks-Many other tenures have been created 
since the Permanent Settlement, of which perhaps the 
commonest are patni tilluks. This tenure had its origin 
in the Burdwan Raj estate, which was assessed very 
highly at the Permanent Settlement. In order to ensure 
easy and punctual realization of the rental, a number 
of leases in perpetuity, to be held at a fixed rent, were 
given to middlemen, and this device was soon adopted 
in other estates, The tenure, which was legalized by 
Regulation VIII of 1819, consists of a tilluk held in 
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perpetuity at a fixed rent. It is liable to sale for 
arrears of rent ; but its chief peculiarity is that the 
tenure may be altogether extinguished by the sale of 
the parent estate for arrears of Government revenue. 
Beneath the patni comes a series of subordinate tenures 
created by successive subinfeudations, each with rights 
similar to those of the original patni. These are known 
as dar-patnis, se-patnis, daradar-patnis, and so on. It 
would appear that this mode of subinfeudation is 
especially common in Murshidabad. Most large estates 
are let out to one or more patnidars ; under each patni
dar flourish dar-patnidars; under whom again are to 
be found se-patnidars, and sometimes a fourth class of 
daradar-patnidars. Nor is this the end of the chain. 
Under the daradar-patnidar, there often crops up the 
ijaradar, the maurasidar, the ganthidar, or other sub
ordinate tenant. Indeed, it is not uncommon to find 
the mere ganthidar or jotdar subletting the land to a 
fresh tenant, whom he miscalls a patnidar; and thus 
the entire series may commence anew. 

This process of infeudation is due, in great part, to 
the urgent need of ready money at certain times. The 
temptation to get rid of the trouble and uncertainty of 
collection, and to obtain a lump sum of money for the 
celebration of a wedding ceremony, puja, etc., is 
naturally strong ; and it is almost invariably the case 
that when a lease of the patni series is given, the lessor 
receives a cash bonus or salami, as well as an agreement 
for the payment of a fixed annual rent. 

Ganthis-The term "ganthi is used loosely to desig
nate -tenures generally and is also specifically applied 
to tenures dating from the time of the Permanent 
Settlement, which are known by the name of the origi
nal grantee, even though they may have passed to 
another family. Such tenures are entered in the 
zemindar's accounts under the name 'of the original 
grantee, and the actual possessor is shown as paying 
rent (giinthi jama) on his account. 

Jot is another name applied in this district to here
ditary and transferable tenures held at a fixed rate 
of rent, which are elsewhere called maurasis, giinthis, 
hiiwiilas, etc. The origin of the tenure, as the name 
of jot implies, is to be found in cultivators' holdings 
at a definite rent; but the holders have ceased from 
various reasons to till the soil themselves, and have 
sublet to the actual husbandmen. The prosperous 
peasant always attempts to leave the cultivator's sphere 
of life, and to rise into the next higher rank. As soon 
as he finds he can afford it, he sublets his land, and 
the industrious worker sinks into the respectable 
annuitant. 

Maurasi-The maurasi proper differs somewhat from 
the jot. It is a hereditary tenure, but the right to 
alienate depends upon local custom, which in Murshida
bad is favourable to alienation. Unless protected by 
express stipUlations in the lease, the maurastdar re
mains liable to ,enhancement of rent. These tenures 
are sometimes granted for cultivation, but more often 
for the erection of dwelling-houses, for the laying out 
of gardens, plantations and similar purposes. 

Mukarari-The mukarari is also a tenure held at a 
fixed rate of rent, and the chief difference between it 

and a maurasi is that the former is not necessarily 
transferable and does not descend to heirs unless it is 
also maurasi. The two terms have, however, come to 
be synonymous, the mukarari leases having, as a 
general rule, the privileges of maurasi grants attached 
to them. 

Izaras, zarpeshgis and katkinas-The ijara is a lease 
of a temporary character, of which the conditions are 
almost always governed by a written contract. The 
term is usually short, and the ijaradar cannot create 
subordinate tenures to endure longer than his own lease 
nor can he alienate in any way. Zarpeshgi ijaras and 
katkina are terms applied to leases of land on usufruc
tuary mortgages. 

Tenancies-Except for the ganthi jot and utbandi 
tenancy, there are no peCUliarities in the holdings 
actually held by cultivators in Murshidabad. The old 
classification of cultivators' holdings was into those of the 
khudkasht or resident raiyats and those of the paikasht 
or non-resident raiyats. In the early history of British 
land legislation in India, this distinction was of primary 
importance. After the desolation caused by the great 
famine of 1770, there was in every village more land 
than the survivors could properly cultivate, and migra
tory bands of peasants had to be invited to settle on 
the deserted tracts. From the necessities, probably, of 
this situation, there resulted the superior privileges 
granted to the resident cultivators. 'But a century and 
a half of peace and plenty has obliterated the real 
meaning of this classification, which now survives only 
as a legal tradition. 

Another classification of cultivators' holdings might 
be made, according to the form in which the rent is 
paid. The great majority of peasants pay in hard 
cash, and their tenure is then called hari ; but payment 
in kind is not uncommon, in which case the tenure 
is known as bhag or barga. This tenure is of a metayer 
character, the produce being shared in a fixed propor
tion (frequently in equal moieties) between the cultiva
tor and the landlord. 

The classification, which is now generally recognised, 
is that based on the Bengal Tenancy Act of occupancy 
raiyats, non-occupancy raiyats and under-raiyats, who 
are called kor/a raiyats. 

Ganthi jots-Along the Padma river it is common 
for a number of raiyats to cultivate diiira land under 
a sort of joint occupancy, the names of one or two 
only being entered in the zemindar's books. Such 
holdings are called ganthi jots. 

Utbandi-The utbandi is pre-eminently a Nadia 
tenure, and is found for the most pact in the southern 
part of the district, and especially in pargana Plassey, 
which was formerly included within the district of 
Nadia. Its essential feature is that the husbandman 
only pays rent for the actual quantity of land which 
he has cultivated during the year, and, if paid in kind, 
the amount of his rent is determined by the outturn 
of the crop he has grown. It apparently had its 
origin in the Nadia district, from which it spread to 
neighbouring districts, though in no district is it as 
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common as in Nadia, where about five-eighths of the 
cultivated lands are held under it. The literal meaning 
of the term is "assessed according to cultivation." 

EDUCATION 

Literacy-A fair indication of the extent to which 
education is diffused is afforded by the statistics pub
lished elsewhere in this volume. It will be found that 
in the matter of literacy Murshidabad is not very ad
vanced. According to the standards prescribed for 
the Census of 1951 only 6 per cent. of the population 
were literate in 1911. The proportion of literacy in 
1951 is smaller than in many districts of central and 
southern Bengal. 

How backward the education of women still is may 
be realised from the statistics and from the fact that 
there is only one girls' high school (the Kasiswari 
Girls' H. E. School) in the district and that is in the 
headquarters town. A womens' college has been 
established since 1945-46 which draws the bulk of its 
pupils from other districts of West Bengal. Since 1949 
this womens' college has made great headway and 
earned a good reputation for itself. It has received 
extensive grants from Government, with which it has 
been able to build up a new building and extensions 
and is now one of the best women's colleges in the 
State. The chief educational institution still remains 
the Krishnanath College at Berhampur which is now a 
co-educational institution, but since 1949 most women 
students study in the women's college. Old gazetteers 
state that a "British" college was opened at Berham
pur in 1826 but it cannot be identified with the present 
college which was founded by the Government in 1853. 
It was at first located in one of the old barracks, from 
which it was transferred in 1"869 to the present build
ing, half the cost of which was met by public subscrip
tion; the foundation stone of this building was laid 
in 1863 by Sir Cecil Beadon and the building was 
completed six years later. A law department was 
started in 1864, and the institution became a first grade 
Arts College in 1869. Three years later its status was 
reduced to that of a second grade college, and in 1875 
the law department was abolished. In 1886 the Gov
ernment decided to withdraw from the management 
and accepted the offer of late Maharani Swarnamayi of 
Cossimbazar, to maintain it. By a Government reso
lution, of 1887, the administration and financial con
trol was vested in a Board of Trustees. In 1888 it 
again became a first grade college with a law depart
ment attached. After the Maharani's death in 1897 
the college was financed by her nephew and successor, 
Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandi of Cossimbazar. 
In 1905 a 'Board of Management was formed with the 
Maharaja as President, the other members being the 
District Judge, the District Magistrate, the Inspector 
of Schools of the Presidency Division and a prominent 
gentleman of the town. There is also a committee of 
management consisting of the members of the Board 
of Management and three members of the college staff. 
The college was formerly known as the Berhampur 
College, and the present name has been given to it in 
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memory of Raja Krishnanath, the husband of Maharani 
Swarnamayi, who died in 1844. 

The college has an imposing building and a fine clock 
tower. The roof is of an expensive wood shingle. 

The other colleges are the Sripat Sing College at 
Jiaganj, started in 1948, and the Kandi Raj College 
started in 1950 under the West Bengal Government's 
Dispersed Scheme. Both offer the Intermediate exam
inations in Arts and Science. But the Jiaganj College 
also offers Intermediate Commerce and B.A. A college 
is being attempted at J angipur too. 

There is a collegiate school attached to the college, 
also a gift of the Cossimbazar Raj family. This is a 
fine school to the north of the police lines in the town. 
The other notable high schools in the district are the 
Government High School, called the Nawab Bahadur's 
Institution at Murshidabad, which is, to all intents 
and purposes, on the same footing as a zilla school. 
It is also known as the Nizamat school, and is located 
in a fine building in the north of the Imambara of 
Murshidabad, near the river Bhagirathi. Tuition in 
this school is free of charge, a unique feature absent 
ill other s~hools. There is a high school at Khagra in 
Berhampur which used to be maintained by the London 
Missionary Society, but now gradually going over to a 
local managing committee. There is another high 
school at Kandi, founded by the Paikpara Raj family. 
Sanskrit education is given at the Victoria Jubilee Tal 
at Berhampur which was founded in 1887 by Srimati 
Arnakali Debi of Cossimbazar. "'There is a Teachers' 
Training College at Khagra. 

There is a sericultural school at Berhampur, at 
which sons of silkworm-rearers are supposed to receive 
instruction in scientific methods of rearing silkworms, 
weaving and otller processes. There is a Government 
orphanage· at Berhampur and a good blind school 
maintained almost entirely by private affair. 

The High Schools at Kanchantala, Panchthupi, J angi
pur, Banwaribad and Islampur are also fairly old 
schools. 

The district has produced many famous sons and 
daughters. Apart from the Murshidabad Nawab 
family, the Cossimbazar house has produced .several 
very distinguished names and benefactors. The more 
notable names of this house are Maharani Swarnamayi, 
Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandi and Maharaja Srish 
Chandra Nandi. The Nasipur Raj family started with 
Raja Debi Sinha. The Lalgola Raj family produced 
such distinguished benefactors as Rao Mahesh Narayan 
Ray and Rao J ogendra Narain Ray and such a dis
tinguished writer, musician and critic as Kumar 
Dhirendra Narayan Ray. The Mazumdar family of 
Islampur produced three distinguished persons, Hari 
Krishna Mazumdar, Charu Kumar Mazumdar and 
Priya Kumar Mazumdar. The Kunjaghata Raj family 
is connected with Maharaja Nanda Kumar. The 
two Sen families at Berhampur produced two great 
sons, famous in the literary and cultural history of the 
19th century: ' Dr. Ramdas Sen and Baikuntha Nath 
Sen. There have been other distinguished Sens in the 
two families. Azimganj has produced several very 
famous J ains. The most distinguished names for 



scholarship and philanthropy have been contributed by 
the Nahar family in Rai Sitab Chand Nahar, Rai Mani
lal N ahar and Rai Puran Chand N ahar. The Dudhoria 
family produced two distinguished sons: Budhsingh 
Dudhoria and Bejoysingh Dudhoria. The Banwari 
Raj family at Banwaribad in thana Bharatpur, is an 
ancient house. The Kandi Raj family commonly 
known as Lalababu's family is an ancient house, which 
has produced distinguished sons. The Jemo Raj 
family of Kandi produced one great name in the 
cultural history of the country: Ramendra Sundar 
Trivedi. 

One of the oldest Muhammadan families of 
Murshidabad is that of the Khondkars of pargana 
Fatehsingh of Salar. This family has produced dis
tinguished Civil Servants and administrators. The 
most important name is that of Khondkar Fazli Rubbee, 
a distinguished Dewan of Murshidabad Estate. The 
Sarbadhikari family of Choa, more accurately Subadhi
kari, once very distinguished, is now merely a name 
in history. No record of Murshidabad would be com
plete without mention of the famous family of J agat 
Seths of Mahimapur, the famous house of bankers in 
the Muslim and early British period. 

The district boasts of several famous libraries, of 
which the most notable is the Nawab Bahadur's library 
at Murshidabad. The other libraries are those of the 
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Cossimbazar Raj, the Lalgola Raj and the Krishnanath 
College, Berhampur. Dr. Ramdas Sen's library has 
been given away as a gift to the National Library. 
There is a little known but very valuable library of 
Arabic and Persian sources and books at the house of 
the Hajisaheb at Bhabta. 

It will be interesting to conclude with mention of an 
event in 1875. As a preliminary to the publication of 
the famous journal Bangadarsan, Bankimchandra 
Chattopadhyay, then an officer stationed at Berhampur, 
convened a literary conference on the 3rd May, 1875 at 
Berhampur. Among those who attended this historic 
session were Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay (Deputy 
Magistrate), Bhudebchandra Mukhopadhyay (Inspector 
of Schools), Dr. Ramdas Sen (Zemindar), Revd. Lal
behari De (Headmaster of the Collegiate School), 
Ramgati Nyayratna (Professor of Sanskrit), Rajkrishna 
Mukhopadhyay (Zemindar of Uttarpara), Dinabandhu 
Mitra (Superintendent of Post Offices), Loharam Siro
ratna (Pundit of Normal School), Gangacharan Sarkar, 
Akshoychandra Sarkar (Pleader), Taraprasad Chatto
padhyay (Deputy Magistrate), Dinanath Gangopadhyay 
(Government Pleader), Gurudas Chattopadhyay (Lec
turer of Law at Krishnanath College) and Rameschandra 
Dutt (] oint Magistrate). N ever again, perhaps, have 
so many distinguished authors and writers foregathered 
in the District. 
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APPENDIX I 

GAZETTEER 

Azimganj-Town in the _ Lal~gh ~ubdivision, situated on 
the right bank of the Bhaguathl 13 miles north ?f Berhampu:. 
Its population, according t? the ce~sus?f 1951, IS 19,1~8; this 
figure includes the pO'pul~tIo~ o~ Jlaga?J. on ~h~ opposite bank 
of the Bhagirathi, 'Yhlch IS wlthm mumclpal lImits: The popu
lation steadily declmed betweE'n ~87.2 a~~ 1941 ; m .the former 
year it amounted ~o 21,648. AZlmga~J IS th.e termmu~ of the 
Azlmganj branch Ime of the East In.dlan Rall:-vay, which c~m
nects it with Nalhati on the Loop lme, and IS also a statIOn 
on the Barharwa-Azimganj-Katwa line, which was opened in 
1912. There are steamer services between Jiaganj and Dhulian, 
and between Jiaganj and Calcutta during the rainy season. 
The town contains a colony of Marwari merchants, who profess 
the Jain religion, and whose handsome. temples are .conspicuous 
from the river. Their ancestors are said to have migrated here 
from Bikaner in the latter half of the eighteenth century. The 
town was formerly a suburb of Murshidiibiid and was perhaps 
so called after Prince Azimusshan, grandson of Aurangzeb. 

Azimganj is also an alternative name of Damkal, the head
quarters of a thana in the east of the district. 

Badrihat-Ancient name of a village situated 7 miles north 
of Azimganj, which is more generally known as Ghiiisabad. 
See the article on Ghiiisabiid. 

Baranagar-Village in t_?e L!i-'\P.agh sub~ivision, situate.d on 
the west bank of the Bhaglfathl about 2 miles from the rallway 
station at Azimganj. In the second half of the eighteenth 
century it was the residence of Rani Bhawani of Natore, w:hose 
memory is cherished by the Hindus of Bengal. Left a Widow 
in 1748, she spent the remainder of her life in acts of charity 
and munificent benevolence, which have made her name a. 
household word: a Hindu officer describes her, in a note con
tributed for the Gazetteer, as "the wisest, most intelligent 
and most pious Hindu lady who figured in the history of Bengal 
in the eighteenth century, and whose unrivalled munificence 
and virtue are still engraved upon every Hindu heart." She 
spent the last years of her life at Baranagar, and here she died, 
on the bank of the sacred Bhaglrathi, about 1795. Her son, 
Ram Krishna, and her daughter, Tara, who like her, was 
widowed at an early age, also lived at Baranagar. Ram 
Krishna is said to have been a devout Sakta, and a bel tree 
is pointed out under which he sat, when engaged in medita
tion, on a seat placed above five human skulls. He was a 
frequent visitor at the shrine at Kiriteswari, and, tradition 
relates, had a canal excavated from Baranagar to that place 
in order that he might go there by boat. 

Legends also cluster round Tara, and to this day stories are 
told of how she escaped the evil designs of Siraj-ud-daula 
through the help of a saint named Mastaram. On one occa
sion, when the Nawab came to seize her, he found her suffer
ing from small-pox and retired discomfited. The small-pox, 
which had been miraculously caused by the saint, at once dis
appeared in the same miraculous fashion. Mastaram lived at 
Sadikbagh on the opposite side of the Bhagirathi and had the 
supernatural gift of being able to walk, or of being transported 
by invisible agency, across the stream. His bamboo staff is 
preserved at the iikhra at Sadikbagh, which was founded in 
1646 and is known as the Akhra of Mahant Mastaram Aulia. 

There are several temples at Baranagar built by Rani 
Bhawani, including a group of four temples around a quadran
gle, called the Charibangla, which are ornamented with terra
cotta tiles, each containing a figure or a group of Hindu gods 
excellently modelled and in good preservation. The temples of 
Bhubaneswar and Raj Rajeswari are ascribed to Rani Bhawani 
and that of Gopal to her daughter Tara. 

Berhampur-Headquarters of the district, situated on the 
eastern bank of the Bhagirathi, six miles south of Murshidabad 
and 117 miles (by rail) north of Calcutta. It is connected 

*Old Places in MUl'shidiibiid, Calcutta Review, 1892. 

with the latter by the !\1urshidabad branch of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway, the station being called. BerhamJ;lur 
Court. It is situated 65 feet above sea-level, and IS 170 mdes 
from the sea and about 30 miles below the point where the 
Bhagirathi leaves the Ganges. It is thus on the edge of the 
delta for from a short distance to the west of the Bhagirathi 
the iround rises to the uz:dulating country of. Bi!bhuT? and 
the foot of the Rajmahiil Hills. The number of Its mhabltants, 
according to the census of 1951. is 55,613. The population 
has been steadily growing since 1881, when it was 23,605. 

The name Berhampur is an English transliteration of the 
vernacular name Bahrampur, the derivation of which is ex
plained as follows by Mr. Beveridge* :-"Berhampore (Bahram
pur) seems.to be a corruption of the Hindu name of the plact' 
Brahmapur, i.e., the city of Brahma. Brahmapur is the name 
which the original mauza, or village, bears on the Collector's 
revenue-roll. Probably the name comes from the place having 
been a settlement of Brahmans. One of the bathing places 
in the river is called Bipraghat, or the Brahman's ghat. The 
name does not appear to be in any way connected with the 
Muhammadan name Bahram. There is a place about 5 miles 
to the north-east and on the high road to Murshidabad, which 
has the very similar name of Bahramganj. Probably this has 
the same origin as Berhampur, though it may be connected 
with Bahram Jang, a son of Muhammad Reza Khan, other
wise Muzaffar J ung.t' ' 

History-Berhampur was proposed as the site of a canton
ment a few months after the battle of Plassey-doubtless in 
view of the fact that the factory at Cossimbazar had been 
demolished, and its fortifications dismantled, by Siraj-ud-daula 
in the previous year; but the proposal was not given effect to 
for some years. In October 1757,t Captain Brohier pro
posed to Mr. Drake to build a pentagonal fort on "the 
Berhampur plain;" and, in January 1758, the Government 
wrote to the Directors 'that a fortified place near the capital 
of the Subahship would be the means of enforcing their influ
ence at the Murshidabad Darbar, and that they had obtainf'd 
a grant of 400 big has on the Berhampur plain, under a sanad 
granted by Mir Jafar. The Court of Directors, however, 
scouted the project, and in a letter, dated March 1759, wrote:
"We cannot avoid remarking that you seem so thoroughly 
possessed with military ideas as to forget your employers are 
merchants, and trade their principal object; and were we to 
adopt your several plans for fortifying, half our capital would 
be buried in stone walls." Other counsels prevailed after the 
war with Mir Kasim in 1763, when it was realized that it was 
necessary to have a force near Murshidabad to keep the 
Nawab in check. Its proximity to the capital determined 
the choice of Berhampur; but; in addition to this it was 
regarded as a healthy locality. The belief in its salubrity 
appears, however, to have been delusive, for we find that Mrs. 
Sherwood, the authoress of Little Henry and his Bearer, who 
was living at Berhampur in 1807, describes it as extremely 
unhealthy, and "as ill suited to Europeans as any place 
throughout the whole extent of our dominions in India." In 
her time the parade ground and race-course used to be often 
covered with water, but the draining of Berhampur has made 
it much healthier. 

According to Hunter's Statistical Account of Bengal "The 
barracks took two years in building, being completed in 1767, 
and were at that time looked upon as the northern frontier 
station of the Bengal army. The cost '<'JTIounted to the 
enormous sum, for those days, of £302,270, the price of 
materials being three times as much as in Calcutta. In 1768 
the Chief of Murshidab.ad appointed a committee to inquire 
into the exorbitant charges which had been made; and three 
covenanted officials were suspended, for overcharges amounting 
to twp lakhs of rupees." The researches of the Revd. W. K. 
Firminger have, however, proved that the barracks cannot 
have been fully completed by the date mentioned above. A 
reference to the Press Lists shows that in 1770 estimates for 

tMuhammad Reza Khan was Naib Diwan, and subsequently Naib Nazim, in the early days of the East India Company's rule. 
:j:Long's Selections from Government Records, p. 104. 
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APPENDIX I-contd. 

the construction 0:[ a palisade and a moat round the canton
ments were drawn up, and were followed by the submission 
of indents, while the Committee of Works at Berhampur wrote 
a little later about the rate for brickwork. In April 1772 
orders were issued to the Chief and Council at Cossimbazar that 
no new foundations were to be laid at Berhampur. The 
Consultations of 21st August contain three important letters, 
viz., (1) a letter from the Chief Engineer. Colonel A. Camp
bell, submitting an estimate of the cost of completing the 
building of the Berhampur Cantonments, (2) a letter submit
ting a proposal for making a ditch and stockaded palisade 
round them instead of a brick wall. and (3) the draft of letter 
to the Committee of Circuit inquiring what further buildings 
are, in their opinion, indispensably necessary for the accommo
dation of the Brigade at Berhampur, and requesting that steps 
may be taken to supply the required materials. Finally. on 
22nd March 1773, Lieutenant George Russell, Superintendent 
of Works at Berhampur, reports to the Chief and Council of 
Cossimbazar the cost of completing the building of the canton
ments. * They are described as follows in the Sair-ul-Mutiikharin 
(1786) :-"The barracks of Berhampur are the finest and 
healthiest that any nation can boast of. They contain two 
regiments of Europeans, seven or eight sepoys, and fifteen or 
sixteen cannon. And yet I have heard men say that the 
Musalmans are so numerous at Murshidabad, that with brick
bats in their hands they could knock the English down." 

The Mutiny-Berhampur was for a long time a large 
brigade station, but in IS57 the garrison had been reduced to 
the 19th regiment of native infantry, a detachment of native 
cavalry and a battery of native artillery. Thtt story of the 
rising of men of the 19th, the first overt act of mutiny in 
1857, is well known but it will not be out of place to quote 
the following 'account from the Red Pamphlett which, in addi
tion to being a graphic narrative, has the merit of being con
temporaneous and obviously based on local knowledge. After 
describing how the sepoys had been excited by the story of 
tge greased cartridges, it goes on to say :-

"On the 25th February, Colonel Mitchell, commanding the 
19th, ordered a parade for exercise with blank ammunition for 
the following morning. In the evening, the blank cartridges 
were served out to the men. They were of the very same des
cription as those which for a century past had been used by 
the Bengal Army. These particular cartridges had, in fact, 
been made up before even an Enfield rifle had reached India, 
and had been made over to the 19th magazine by the 7th 
Regiment, Native Infantry, on the latter leaving the station. 
In ordinary circumstances no objection whatever would have 
been made by any sepoy to use similar cartridges. But the 
passions of the men had been roused; their feelings had been 
so excited that they could no longer control them ; they were 
beyond the power of reason ; they felt satisfied that their caste 
was to be taken away by means of cartridges, and their excite
ment persuaded then: that these were the fatal messengers. 
They at first refused to receive them, and it was only when 
their commandmg officer threatened all recusants with court
martial that they took them in gloomy silence. That night 
they held a consultation. The "multitude of counsellors" 
gave new energy to their fears, and in a moment of fanatical 
frenzy the regiment rose as one man, and took possession of 
their arms shouting defiance. 

"Intelligence of these facts was promptly conveyed to the 
commanding officer. Colonel Mitchell. Two courses were open 
to him. The only troops at the station besides the 19th 
were a detachment of native cavalry and a battery of native 
artillery. The night was pitch dark, and no movement could 
be made with any certainty. He might either, therefore, have 
despatched the cavalry and artillery to guard the public build
ings, the treasury, etc., and await the early dawn for ulterior 
operations, oJ he might at once march down on the lines and 
endeavour to coerce the mutineers. The first course seemed 
the most prudent, and was urged upon him; however, he 
adopted the other, and moved as quickly as possible on his 

mutinous regj.ment. The night was so dark that he was com
pelled to use torches to enable him to find the way; in this 
manner, and with difficulty. he moved on. In the meanwhile, 
the 19th. having seized their arms. remained drawn up in front 
of their lines, waiting apparently for their European officers 
to take the initiative. The ground near their lines was inter
spersed here and there with tanks, and on these" by the light 
of the torches, they beheld the artillery and cavalry advanc
ing. Had they been throughly evil-disposed, it would have 
been easy for them, in darkness as they were to have picked off 
their officers and the artillery-men, whilst the nature of the 
ground and the darkness of the night would have prevented 
all idea of danger from the cavalry. They were, however, 
more excited than ill-disposed, and with arms in their hands 
they waited the first movement of their officers. 

"On his part Colonel Mitchell could not have been insensible 
to the insecurity of ' his own position; he was marching at the 
head of natives against natives. Could he depend upon them? 
It was at all event doubtful. Were he to give the order to 
charge or to fire, was he certain that he would be obeyed? 
And if he were not obeyed, not only would there be three 
regiments iIt revolt instead of one, but the lives of the residents 
of that and surrounding stations would be jeopardized, besides 
which he found, as had been pointed out to him, that the 
nature of the ground and the darkness of the night would pre
vent the possibility of his acting efficiently against the muti
neers. Som!(thing, however, must be done: he felt that. 
After deliberately weighing every circumstance of his position, 
he deemed it most prudent'to try in the first instance the 
effect of conciliatory measures. He accordingly addressed the 
men of the 19th; he pointed out to them the absurdity of their 
fears and the enormity of their offence, and conjured them 
to give up their arms and return peaceably to their lines. The 
19th on their part were not overanxious to push matters to 
extremities; their excitement was beginning to wear off, and 
many of them felt a little ashamed of themselves. Still they 
were sensible of the advantage of their position, and seemed 
resolved not to act under coercion. In reply, therefore, to 
their Colonel, they expressed their readiness to return to their 
lines, and t? restore their arms to the proper place provided 
only the artillery and cavalry were fi,rst moved away. To this 
unmilitary concession, Colonel Mitchell felt averse to accede. 
However, for the reasons above stated, he was powerless: he 
d.id not wish to provoke the 19th into a more open demonstra
bon; he consented then to the proposal, and moved off the 
artillery and cavalry. The 19th gave up their arms, returned 
to their lines, and the emeute was at an end." 

After the Mutiny, European troops were again stationed at 
Berha~pur, and it continued to be a cantonment till 1870, 
when it was finally abandoned as a military station. After 
this, the cantonment, which intervened between the two blocks 
then making up the municipality, viz" Berhampur and 
Gorabazar to the south, was brought within municipal limits. 
It is still known as Garh Berhampur. The town was also the 
headquarters of the Rajshahi Division until 1875, when the 
district was transferred to the Presidency Division. 

The barracks-The old barracks, which still form the most 
conspicuous feature of the town, are arranged in a large square 
on the bank of the river Bhagirathi. The range of buildings 
next the river was reserved for the General and his staff; 
north and south were ranges of officers' quarters, and on the 
eastern side, which completes the square, were three ranges of 
double-storied barracks for the soldiers. The cavalry lines lay 
a few miles to the east of the barracks, away from the river. 
The soil there is more sandy and the water better, besides which 
the horses escaped that fatal malady, so common in Bengal. 
known as kamri or "going in the loins". After the abandon
ment of the cantonment, the buildings were appropriated for 
non-military purposes. Those on the west side of the square, 
next to the river (which were in two blocks. each partitioned 
into four separate houses), were sold, some being purchased by 
Messrs, Louis Payen & Co. and others by the London 

*Bengal Past and Present, April 1908, pp. 216-17. 
tThe pamphlet; which is now rather rare, was published in 1857 under the title of The Mutiny of the Bengal Army. A 

historical narrative by one who has served under Sir Charles Napier. 
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Missionary Society. That at. the sout~ern. extremity, which is 
said to have been once occup1ed by Chve, 1S used partly as the 
Collector's residence and partly as a circuit-house; the house 
next to it has been pulled down and a vacant space left. Of 
the lines of officers' quarters to the north and. south, some 
were sold to private persons, but the greater portlOn was kept 
by Government for the accomm.odation of officials. 

A portion of the east end of the northern ~ange was fitted 
for public worship and .on~e ~ormed ~he statlOn church, but 
there is no external md1catlOn of 1ts sacred character. A 
small building close by forms th.e station club. The three large 
two-storied barracks to the east of the square are used for the 
Government offices and magisterial courts, and. also accomm.o
date the municipal office; the Judge's Court 1S about a m1le 
to the south-east. The upper floor of the north-eastern block, 
which is usually vacant, has more than once been used as a 
central census office after the decennial census; on such 
occasions it is occupied by a staff of several hundred men. 
It now forms the sericulture school. Another portion of the 
barracks was for some time utilized for the lunatic asylum, 
which was constructed from the materials available, while the 
military hospital was transformed into a jail. 

Both the asylum and the jail were formerly located at ~he 
old civil station of Maidapur, 3 miles to the east (an artIcle 
on which is given later); the former was transferred to 
Berhampur in 1874 and the latter in 1873. From the Jails 
Reports for 1873 and 1874 it appears that the new jail enjoyed 
an ephemeral popularity among debtors. "In 1873, a wealthy 
merchant at Jiaganj fell dangerously ill, and his sons announced 
their intention of releasing on a certain date all those who were 
incarcerated on account of debt, for the benefit of their suffer
ing parent. The news spread all over the district, and debtors 
flocked into the jail from every part." A precisely similar 
story is told for 1874. 'In that year occurred the marriage 
ceremony of Dhanpat Singh Bahadur, the wealthy banker of 
AZlmganj ; and it was anticipated throughout the district 
that he would follow the eJ!:ample of his brother, who, on the 
occasion of his son's marriage, had released all the civil 
prisoners in the jail by paying their debts for them. Credi
tors, accordingly, began to press their debtors, until they 
drove them into prison. As soon, however, as it was dis
covered that the banker had no intention of paying off other 
people's debts on this grand scale, the subsistence allowance 
for the civil prisoners ceased to be paid, and their number 
fell off as rapidly as it had risen.' 

Of other buildings the finest are those belonging to the 
Krishnanath College to the north of the barracks, which were 
completed in 1869; a full account of this institution has been 
given elsewhere. There is a Roman Catholic chapel to the 
east of the barracks, and a chapel of the London Missionary 
Society, built by public subscription in 1828, a little to the 
north of them. 

The town is the fortunate possessor of a water-works, 
which it owes to the generosity of the late Maharani Swarna
mayi, who in 1894, undertook to furnish it with a supply of 
filtered water. The works, which were opened in 1899, w~re 
designed to give a daily supply of 200,000 gallons. The 
water is pumped up from the Bhaglrathi into three settling 
tanks, each with a capacity of 229,000 gallons, whence it 
passes through filters into clear-water reservoirs, and is dis
tributed to the town by pipes. Gorabazar, the southern 
suburb, is the quarter in which Musalmans and Hindustani
speaking immigrants from up-country chiefly reside. About 
two miles to the east of Gorabazar is the site of a large 
annual fair known as the Chaltia mela. 

The cemeteries--One of the most interesting spots in 
Berhampur is the old cemetery at Babulbuna, half a mile to 
the north-east of the barracks, which contains several interesting 
~onuments of the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the 
mneteenth century. The oldest inscription is in memory of 
Captain James Skinner (uncle of Colonel Skinner, who raised 
SklUner's Horse), who died in 1773. Here also was buried 
George Thomas, one of the most famous of European adven
turers in India. He started his career as a sailor in the Navy, 

* Old Places in Murshidiibiid, Calcutta Review, 1892. 
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deserted his ship at Madras in 1781 and in the course of 
twenty years carved his way to p~)\ver, be~<?ming a G~neral 
under Samm Begum and finally Raja of Hanan~. He ~led of 
fever in his pinnace off'Berhampur in 1802, wh1le on h1S way 
to Calcutta. The tomb bears no inscription, but has been 
identified from an old engraving. Other graves of the early 
years of the nineteenth century are those of Henry Creighton 
of Goalmati an indigo factory in the MaIda district, who was 
one of the first to explore the ruins of Gaur, and of his friend, 
William Grant! who lived near him at Chandny and d!ed, three 
weeks after h1m, on 23rd October 1807. The ep1taph on 
Grant's tomb records that he left Rs. 40,000 for the purpose 
of supporting Christianity and for translating the Scrij)~u.res 
into eastern languages. Close by are the graves of a c1v1han 
named Robert Creighton (ab. 1828), who was perhaps James 
Creighton's son, and of his wife and daughter. Another note
worthy grave is that of Captain Robert Boilea~ Pemberton, a 
distinguished surveyor and cartographer, who dlCd at Berham
pur in 1840 when serving as the Goveinor-General's Agent at 
Murshidabad. He saw active service in Manipur, was sent as 
a special envoy to Bhutan in 1838, and was an authority on 
the north-east frontier. 

Not the least interesting is the grave of the infant son of 
Mrs. Sherwood, the authoress of Little Henry and his Bearer, 
a book which had a considerable vogue in early Victorian 
days. The inscription on the grave reads as follows:-

"To the memory of Henry Sherwood, infant son of Henry 
Sherwood, Esq., Paymaster, His Majesty's 53rd Regiment, and 
Mary Martha Sherwood, his wife, who was born at Dinapore 
on Christmas Day, 1805, and died at Berhampur, July 22nd, 
1807. Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid them 
not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven." 

"It is often said," writes Mr. H. Beveridge, "that this 
Henry was the original of the hero of Little Henry and his 
Bearer; but this cannot be altogether correct, for he died when 
only nineteen J110nths old, and could never have held conver
sations with Boosy. The Hep.ry of the story lived till he was 
eight years and seven months old. There can be no doubt. 
however, that Mrs. Sherwood was thinking of her own child 
when she wrote the story, and that this supplied the pathetic 
note, which otherwise would be wanting. The first word that 
Little Henry tried to say was Boossy ; and when he was only 
ten months old, he used to put his arm round his neck and 
kiss him, or stroke his swarthy cheek with his little delicate 
hand. It is such touches as these that make the book still 
fresh and beautiful, in spite of the narrowness and rigidity of 
its religion. Little Henry is represented as being born at 
Dinapore and as dying at Berhampur, like Mrs. Sherwood's 
own child. And there is a sequel to Little Henry, called 
Last Days of Boosy, which has a frontispiece of Boosy before 
his little master's tomb, where the monument and its surround
ings resemble Henry Sherwood's grave." * 

There is another large cemetery about a mile to the south, 
which was the military cemetery. It is comparatively modem 
and has no inscriptions of particular interest. 

Berhampur Subdivision-Sadar or headquarters subdivision 
comprising the south-eastern portion of the district. It has 
an area of 659 square miles and a population, according to the 
census of 1951, of 544,228 persons, the density being therefore 
826 per square mile. It is bounded on the north by the 
Llilbagh subdivision and the river Ganges, here known as the 
Padma, which separates it from the Rajshahi district; on the 
east by the Padma and Jalangi rivers, the latter of which 
separates it from the Meherpur subdivision of the Kushtia dis
trict; on the south by the Jalangi and the Nadia district 
(Sadar subdivision) and on the west by the Lalbagh and Kandi 
subdivisions. ' 

The subdivision is an alluvial plain watered by the Bhagl
rathi, Bhairab and Jalangi (or the Bhairab-Jalangi, as the 
united river is called) and by their offshoots, such as the 
Sialmari and Gobra Nullah. The country is low-lying and 
subject to annual inundation; some parts have become water
logged owing to defective drainage and the silting up of khiils 
and bils. The Bhligirathi em)lankment runs along the whole 
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of the western boundary and protect~ the country along. the 
river bank from floods. A large vanety of crops are raIsed. 
The principal are aus, or early rice, and cold-weather crop~ 
such as gram, ~eas, kaliii, mug, ar!~ar, wheat and barley, 
timan rice and OIl-seeds are also cultIvated. 

For administrative purposes it is subdivided into six thanas 
viz. Beldanga, Berhampur, Domkal, Hariharpara, Nawada, 
and Jalangi. 

Bhagwangola-Village in the Lalbagh subdivision, situat~d 
on th~ Bhairab river 18 miles north-east of Berhampur by raIl. 
It is the headquart~rs of a thana and has a station on the 
Murshidabad branch of the Eastern Railway. The na.me 
originally belonged to a river mart o~ the Padma, !'> _mIles 
to the east which served as the GangetIc port of Murshldablid. 
So import~nt was it as the source of !he city's s~pplies, that. 
during the wars with the Marathas, All Vardl Khan ~as. forced 
to keep a garrison in it, "to preserve the com~ur:~;atJon ~or 
supplies open between the Ganges and the cIty. In Its 
neighbourhood a .battle took place _in 16~7 between the Afghan 
rebels under RahIm Shah and the Impeml.l troops under Zaba~
dast Khan. It was here that Siraj-ud-daula embarked on hIS 
flight northwards after the battle <?f Plassey. The place was 
visited on 2nd August 1824 by BIshop Heber, who ~rote
"I found the place very interesting and even beautIful_: a 
thoro' ugh Hindu village without either Europeans or Musalmans. 
The small but neat mat-houses are scattered over a large green. 
common fenced off from the river by high grassy mound, 
which fo~s an excellent dry walk, bordered with mango trees, 
bamboos, and the date palm, as well as some fine banian~. The 
common was covered with children and cattle; a consIderable 
number of boats were on the beach; difEerent musical instru
ments were strumming thumping. squealing, and rattling from 
some of the open sh~ds; and the whole. place exhibited a 
cheerfulness and an activity and bustle whIch were extremely 
interesting and pleasing." 

The place inspired the good Bishop to a poem beginning
"If thou wert by my side, my love, 
How fast would evening fail, 
In green Bengala's palmy grove, 
Listening the nightingale." 

About a century ago the main stream of the Padma r~ceded 
from the village, and in its place sprung up the present VIllage, 
which in contra-distinction was called New Bhagwangola or 
Alatali. 

Chunakhali-See Maidapur. 
Cossimbazar-Old town in the Sadar subdivision, situated 

on the east bank of the Bhaglrathi, a little over a mile north 
of Berhampur; it is included in the municipal limits of that 
town. Though little now remains to attest its former great
ness, Cossimbazar may lay claim to an historical interest little. 
if at all, inferior to that of Murshidabad.. Even before that 
city had been given its present name, Cosslmbazar was a great 
emporium attracting the trade of Lower Bengal, and the 
European nations who traded to India had established factories 
in it. It even gave its name to the surrounding country, for 
the triangular tract enclosed by the Padma. Bhaghlra:thi and 
J alangi was known in the early days of the East India Com
pany as the Cossimbazar Island, while the common name for 
the Bhagi:rathi in its records, down to the nineteenth century, 
was the Cossimbazar River. 

Its history cannot be traced further back than the seven
teenth century, but even then it was a place of commercial 
importance. In or about 1658 the Eng~ish established a fac
tory t~re, John Ken being appointed Chief on £40 a year, 
while Job Charnock. the founder of Calcutta, was appointed 
fourth Member of the Council on £20 a year. Before the end 
of the seventeenth century it had become the leading English 
commercial agency in Bengal; in 1681. when Charnock was 
Chief, out of £230,000 sent out by the East India Company 
as investment in Bengal, £140,000 were assigned to Cossim
bazar. Five years later the English factory, in common with 

*Stewart's History of Bengal (1813), p. 480. 
"Rise and Progress of the Bengal Army (1850), p. 49. 

other factories in Bengal, was confiscated by order of the 
Nawab Shaista Khan; and for the first half of the next cen
tury, it was exposed to occasional outburs~s of hostility or 
caprice on the part of the Nawabs and then officers. 

The factory owed much of its wealth, and all its political 
importance. to its close neighbourhood to the Muham~adan 
capital of Murshidabad. But from the same cause it w:-s 
liable to constant danger. It was easy enough for the Nawab 
to order out his troops and blockade the walled factory, when
ever he had any occasion of quarrel with the English Council 
at Calcutta. It followed, therefore, that the duties of the 
Chief of Cossimbazar were always diplomatic as much as com
mercial; for it was through him that negotiations were con
ducted with the Nawab. In 1757, when Siraj-ud-daula resolved 
to drive the English out of Bengal, the Cossimbazar factory 
felt the first effects of his anger. Its capture was easily 
effected, according to Broome"* (who follows Orme):-

"The defences at Cossimbazar were of an insignificant de
scription, barely sufficient to render the use of cannon neces
sary to attack it; the building was a quadrangle having sman 
bastions at the corners, the curtains were only 3 feet thick, 
built round ranges of warehouses. of which they formed tIle 
exterior wall; there was no ditch or outer defence, and the 
whole was surrounded by buildings which overlooked the 
factory at the distance of about 100 yards. The guns were 
of small calibre, and most of them were honey-combed. the 
carriages more or less decayed, and the whole stock of ammuni
tion not exceeding 600 rounds; but, worst of all. the garrison 
consisted of only one officer, Lieutenant· Elliot, 44 regular 
soldiers, of whom twenty were Portuguese and several Dutch
men. together with about 250 matchlock men.t Under such 
circumstances, a protracted defence could not reasonably be 
expected. The factory, being untenable. was surrendered on 
the 4th of June. The property found there 'was plundered. 
the soldiers confined and the whole party subjected to such 
indignities, that Lieutenant Elliot, who commanded the troops, 
was driven to distraction and shot himself." t Among the 
captives were Watts. the Resident. ap.d Warren Hastings, his 
assistant, who were sent in custody to Murshidabad, from 
which Hastings shortly afterwards made his escape. 

After the battle of Plassey, Cossimbazar regained its com
mercial importance. but the political power formerly held by 
the Resident was transferred to the Agent at the Court of the 
Nawab. who lived at Motijhil in Murshidabad. Mrs. Kinders
ley, who visited Cossimbazar in 1766, wrote that a vast quan
tity of silk was prepared at the factory. the products including 
silk pieces, handkerchieves, stockings, gloves, etc. "The 
Company's servants," she said, "are fond of being appointed 
to these outsettlements, because it is more advantageous than 
the appointments at Calcutta; otherwise, not perhaps so 
agreeable. as there are sometimes but three or four English 
amidst a number of black people." Colonel Rennell again 
wrote (cir, 1759)-"Cossimbazar is the general market of 
Bengal silk and a great quantity of silk and cotton stuffs are 
manufactured here, which are circulated throughout great part 
of Asia; of the unwrought silk 300,000 or 400,000 lbs. weight 
is consumed in the European manufactories." The decay of 
Cossimbazar dates from the beginning of the nineteenth cen
tury, when its climate changed for the worse and fata1 epide
mics broke out. 
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At one time the climate was celebrated for salubrity. and 
Cossimbazar was regarded as almost a health resort. Captain 
Hamilton, who visited Bengal at the beginning of the eigh
teenth century, mentions in A New Account of the East Indies 
(volume II. page 21). that "the country about Cossimbazar 
is very healthful and produces industrious people who culti
vate many valuable manufactures." Orme. in his Military 
History of Hindustan, treating of the months immediately 
following the battle of Plassey in 1757, states that of the 
English troops quartered at Calcutta and Chandernagore, two
thirds were in hospital owing to tpe intemperance produced by 
the distribution of prize-money; while of 250 men at Cossim
bazar, 240 had been preserved, by the exce.llence of its climate, 

tOrme. Vol. II, p. 57 ; Grose Vol. II, p. 240. 
tOrme. Vol. II, p. 58. 
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from the effects of at least equal intemperance. In 1768, it 
was recommended that European troops should not be br<:>ught 
nearer to Calcutta than Cossimbazar, on account of the clImate 
lower down the river being so unfavourable to the health of 
Europeans. The Government Records, edited by the Rev. J. 
Long, contain an application to the Council from a writer at 
Calcutta, dated March 1763, "requesting permisslOn to go.to 
Cossimbazar for the recovery of his health." After the famme 
of 1770, the margin of cultivation receded in all the country 
round, and wild beasts increased. In 1811, a traveller deSCrI
bed Cossimbazar as "noted for its silk, hosiery, karas, and 
.inimitable ivory work;" but the greater part of the surround
ing country was "a wilderness inhabited only by beasts of 
prey. At eleven or twelve miles from Berhampur, an al.m_ost 
Impervious jungle extends for a considerable space, denymg 
entrance to all but tigers." 

Two years later the ruin of Cossimbazar was brought about 
by a change In the course of the Bha~Irathi, which took; a 
sudden sweep three miles to the west of Its old channel, which 
was left a desolate stretch of stagnant water. Epidemics of 
fever broke out, and the population was decimated; accord
ing to local tradition, it was entirely swept away in a twelve
month, thus furnishing an exact parallel to the legendary 
destruction of Gaur. The ruin of the place is thus described 
by an Indian writer in an article on the Cossimbazar Raj 
published in the Calcutta Review of 1873. 

"The length of the town was three miles, and its breadth 
was two miles. It was built of bricks, being so thickly 
studded with pucca houses that it was a common saying that 
one could make a circuit of it by jumping from one house-top 
to another. * The population, which consisted chiefly of 
Hindus, could be estimated at one hundred thousand souls. 
Contiguous to, or rather adjoining, Cossimbazar were Kalkapur 
and Farashdanga; the former was the headquarters of the 
factory of the Dutch, and the latter that of the French. 
Bhatpara, Bamangachi, and Chunakhali constituted the 
suburbs. All these places were originally situated on a curve 
of the river Bhaglrathi; but, seventy years ago, a strai~ht 
cut was made forming the chord of the curve, thus changmg 
the course of the river and throwing the towns inland. This 
engin!?ering operation was followed by the breaking out of 
an epidemic fever which, in, virulence and mortality, is un
paralleled by any pestilence save that which destroyed Gaur. 
In th~ course of a few years, three-fourths of the population 
died out; and Cossimbazar, from being at one time a most 
populous place, is now overgrown with jungle and the abode 
of wild beasts. During the continuance of the epidemic, the 
rites of cremation and funeral could not be performed, the 
dead being carried away in carts for disposal. Thus the great 
commercial mart of Cossimbazar was laid in ruins. The 
decimation of the population was closely followed by the 
dilapidation of the buildings. Most of the houses are now in 
ruins, the bricks having been' removed to supply the materials 
for buildings elsewhere." 

The former channel survives only as a khiil, called the 
Katigang, which can be used by small boats in the rains. The 
main stream formerly flowed past the Residency which was 
protected from inundation by embankments. This appears 
from the following account of some floods given in the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 29th September 1785: "'Ve are sorry to learn 
by letter from Murshidabad that, in consequence of the un
usual height of the river (which has been such as was never 
known in the memory of man), the great river had overflowed 
its banks and laid the country between the city and Bhagwan
gola entirely under water, and had, by the channel of Ackbar
pore Lake, even penetrated the eastern parts of the city; that 
from the same unfortunate cause some of the dykes on the 
Cossimbazar river had likewise given way below the Berham
pur Cantonments; and that the water from these two sources, 
having joined, had overflowed all that part of the country, 
and had come up to the walls of the Cossimbazar filature." 

Ruins of large buildings and broad mounds of earth are 
practically all that is left to attest the legendary magnificence 

of Cossimbazar. It is said that the houses of the rising'town 
of Berhampur were to a great extent constructed with the 
materials obtained from these ruins. There is. however, an old 
temple of Siva and an old Jain shrine, known as the Neminath 
temple, which is preserved by the Jain merchants of Murshida
bad. The palace of Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandi, the 
present representative of the Cossimbazar Raj (of which an 
account is given later), is also situated here. It is an imposing 
building and contains some fine carved stone and pillars, 
which were taken from the palace of Chait Singh at Benares. 

The site of the Residency is three miles north-east of Berham
pur and is known as the Residency Hata Bagan; it is now 
as its name implies, an orchard. On the northern side are 
the remains of an earthen rampart, and close by is some 
elevated ground called Phansitala, i.e., the place of the gibbet 
or gallows. To the south, and separated from the Residency 
by a road, is the old Residency cemetery. which contains 
several interesting monuments. 

Mention may first be made of the monument erected by 
Warren Hastings to his first wife. According to Colonel 
Gastrell's Report on Murshidabad (1857). the original inscrip
tion ran thus:-

To the Memory of 
MRS. WARREN HASTINGS 
and her daughter ELIZABETH 

She died the 11th July 1759 
In the 2t year of her age. 

This monument was erected by her husband 
WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 
In due regard to her memory. 

The inscription appears to have become obliterated and now 
reads as follows :-

In Memory of 
MRS. MARY HASTINGS and her daughter ELIZABETH 

Who died 11th July 1759 in the 2 year of her age, 
This monument was erected by her husband 

WARREN HASTINGS 
In due regard to her memory. 

Subsequently restored by Government of Bengal, 1863. 
The "who" in this inscription makes it doubtful whether 

the reference is to the mother or the daughter: the latter, as we 
learn from Gleig, su.rviyed her birth for only nineteen days. 
The second figure must have been left out because the exact 
age was unknown. In the same cemetery there is a monu
ment to a Mr. Dugald Campbell, who died at Rangamati, 6th 
October, 1782, 'aged 32. Perhaps he was a connexion of 
M.rs. Hastings' first husband. Captain Dugald Campbell, who 
was killed during the capture of Budge-Budge in December 
1756. 

Another curious inscription reads:-
"Here lieth the body of Mrs. Sarah Mattocks, who departed 

this life the 4th October, 1788. Aged 27 years. Much 
lemented (sic) by hir (sic) husband Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mattocks. Was the grand-daughter of the great John 
Hampden, Esquire of St. James'. Westminster." 

"T!;tere must," as Beveridge points out, "be some mistake 
here, for Hampden was killed at Chalgrove in 1643, and 
Mrs. Mattocks was not born till nearly 120 years afterwards. 
It does' not appear either why Hampden should be described 
as of St James', Westminster." 

Yet another interesting epitaph inscription (with inscriptions 
in Persian and Nagri below the English one) is on the monu
ment of Mr Lyon Prager, Diamond Merchant and Inspector 
of Indigo and };)rugs-the plurality of occupations is curious 
-who died at the age of 47, on the 12th May, 1793. "having 
fallen a sacrifice to the severe heat of the climate from travelling 
in a palanquin from Calcutta." 

The majority of those who lie in the cemetery died in their 
youth or were cut off in the prime of life. One only attained 

.-J.._ 

*A similar popular tradition is that the town was so thickly covered with buildings that the streets never saw the sun.-A.M 
t So in original: no second figure to mark the unit. Note by Colonel Gastrell. 
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a great age-a Charles Cromelin, who died on 25th December 
1788, aged 81. It has been suggested that this was Charles 
Crommelin, a member of a Huguenot family, who had a 
chequered career. He joined the Company's service in Bombay 
in 1732 and rose to be Governor of Bombay, 1760-67. After re
tiring to England, he had great losses, returned to India in 
1772 as a free-trader, and was made British Consul at Goa 
in 1784. 

Colonel Gastrell states that some old memorial slabs were 
"dug out of the bank or mound, apparently part of an old forti
fication, to the north of the ruins of the Residency. One slab 
to the memory of Mrs. Charles Adams is inscribed with the 
date 29th May, 1741." Beveridge says that this tombstone 
was removed to Mr. Lyall's compound at Babulbunna near 
Berhampur, with another bearing a Latin inscription to the 
memory of Isabella Gray, who died in 1737. George Gray, he 
says, was probably the Chief of Maida and afterwards Member 
of Council at Calcutta, who quarrelled with Clive and left the 
country in 1766. 

A little to the west of the Residency cemetery is Kalkapur, 
where the Dutch factory stood. Bernier mentions it as in 
existence in 1666, and says that it employed as many as 700 or 
800 men. Teiffenthaler also describes the Dutch buildings as 
being vast and magnificent. A French man, George Louis 
Vernet, who was a friend of Warren Hastings, was second in 
command here in 1756 and showed great kindness to the 
English after the capture of Cossimbazar and Calcutta by 
Siraj-ud-daula. Nothing is now left but the Dutch cemetery, 
which contains 47 monuments, the oldest being that of Daniel 
van der Miiyl, who died in 1721. The handsomest, which 
bears no inscription, is a tall structure with two piers of pillars 
supporting a cupola. 

Further to the west, and close to the present channel of 
the Bhiig'irathi, is Saidabad, where there used to be a French 
factory and also an Armenian settlement. The French appear 
to have stayed here at least as late as 1781, for' in the Nizamat 
records there is a letter of August 1781, from the Govemor
General to Mr. Pott, the Resident at Murshidiibad, directing, 
with reference to a letter from M. Dangereux to the Nawab, 
that the French at Saidiibad be restored to all the rights and 
privileges which they enjoyed before the war. The great 
Dupleix is said to have been at one time Resident here. The 
site of the factory, which is still called Farasdanga, i.e., the 
French land, has been much cut away, and part of it is occu
pied by the pumping station of the Berhampur water-works. 

Kunjaghata to the south-west contains the Riijbari of a 
descendant (D",bendra Nath Rai) of Nuncomar (Nanda 
Kumar), a common-place building, now mere or less dis
mantled, part of which is said to have been the residence of 
Nuncomar. He probably visited it occasionally or periodically, 
but cannot have lived there regUlarly, for his home was at 
Bhadrapur in Blrbhiim. 

The Armenian settlement dates back to 1665, in which 
year they obtained a pharmiin from Aurangzeb authorizing them 
to form a settlement at Saidabad, which then formed a 
suburb of Cossimbazar." Their church, which is about a mile 
from Kiilkiipur, was erected in 1758, possibly under the 
strength of a charter granted by the East India Company in 
which the Company undertook to give a site for a church in 
any of its settlements in-which forty or more Armenians resided. 
The f~llowing account of it is taken from an article entitled 
Historical Bengal-An Ancient church. by "Artemus." which 
appeared in the Journal (of Calcutta). "Times have changed 
in Ber~ampur as well as everywhere else, and the Armenians 
have gIven place to others in the local commercial world. The 
places where they lived are levelled to the ground, and down 
in Saidabad, wher~ their residences were, one . only finds grass 
and moss-grown rums. The very roads over which they walked 
have disappeared, and all that remains of this ancient colony 
is an occasional walled-in plot of land. To the question 'What 
place was this?' the guide invariably replies -'A rich merchant 
lived here. He was ruined, and the house feU.' The crumbl
ing decay of ages, however, has spared to some extent the old 
church. Time has dealt more gently :ovith it than with the old 

• Seth's History of the Armenians in India. 
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town, and it stands a grim and time:stained monument of an 
almost forgotten prosperous commumty of merchants. 

"The sacred building is now only a dilapidated bam. Its 
walls are bare and crumbling. The inscriptions, mostly in the 
Armenian tongue, on the upperstones of the flat graves are 
slowly being obliterated, and the little niches and stoups that 
once marked the spots where the faithful were wont to bless 
and sprinkle themselves are almost invisible by the accumula
tion of the dust and dirt of fifty years of cruel neglect. The 
font, in the sacristy, where the ancestors of many of Ca1cu~ta 's 
prominent Armenian citizens of to-day were admitted mto 
Holy Church, is now a receptacle for rags, whilst on the other 
side of the building in another vestry, wherein the registers and 
vessels of the altar were once carefully guarded, was found a 
specimen of faded millinery probably cast on one side as useless 
by one of the caretaker's children. The main body. of the 
church is absolutely a dreary waste: a.place of desolation, the 
evidences of a former grandeur on the mner roof and walls but 
accentuating the impression of that condition. 

"But this is not all. For in the east end of the building 
towers a tall structure that was once the centre of devotion 
and worship of the old-time Armenian community of the dis
trict. Aloft, stands a huge picture frame from which the 
ragged edges of canvas still flutter, and one is told that from 
here at one time looked down on the worshippers a heautiful 
picture of Christ. It is satisfactory to know that this beautiful 
work has been removed to Calcutta and duly preserved. Under
neath this great frame-reredos are three rows, one on top of the 
other, of quaiIl:tly 'pa~nted p.anels, 3;11 in a fa~r state of pr~s~rva
tion, representmg lllCldents 10 ~he hfe ?f Chnst <l:n~ the n.llmstry 
of his apostles. t From the pomt of Vlew of artlstlc ment these 
are perhaps unimportant, but they have a history contempo
rary with that of the Church itself, and are or should be of 
far too great interest to those wilo love the memories of the time 
when their ancestors knelt beneath them, to be allowed to be 
the perching places of the caretaker's poultry which, alas, ap
pears to be their only present use. Little or none of the al?r 
furniture has been left in the Church. In one of the vestnes 
is a tangled mass of lampware and old chains and on the 
masonry altar-table were seen two old candlesticks .and an 
ancient wooden book-rest. The verandah surroundlllg the 
building, and the tiny compoun.d in which .it stands, are .cover~d 
with the gravestones of Armemans, who hved and flounshed.lll 
the district between the year 1758, when the church was bUIlt, 
and 1858, when the last burial' is believed to have taken place. 
The last date appears to be the 17th December, 1858, the 
grave, inscribed in English, being that of "S. M. Vardon, Esq." 

"The Church is now rarely visited save by the curious, and 
according to the caretaker, himself an Armenian with an im
perfect knowledge of English, each year produces two or, at the 
most, three faithful persons who linger within t~e once sacred 
precincts to offer a prayer for t)1e .. souls of the falthful del?arte.d 
whose last resting-places are wlthm the shadow of the hlstonc 
old building." 

The Cossimbazar Raj family trace back their descent to one 
Kali Nandi, a resident of Shijla in the Burdwan district, who 
migrated to Stipur near Cossimbazar and there set up a small 
business as a silk dealer. The real founder of the fortunes of 
the family was his great-grandson Krishna Kanta Nandi, whose 
connection with Warren Hastings brought him into notoriety 
under the name of "Canto Babu". He was born in humble cir
cumstances for his father was merely a small shopkeeper selling 
silk, betelnuts and kites; his skill in flying kites, we are solemn
ly told by the family chronicler, earned for him the name. of 
Khalifa, i.e., "the expert." Kanta Babu entered the Cosslm
bazar factory as an apprentice and in due time was brought on 
the establishment as a clerk, in which capacity he came into 
contact with Warren Hastings, who first came to Murshidiibiid 
in 1753. Three years later the obscure young clerk had an 
opportunity of befriending the future Governor Genera! C?f 
India. When the Cossimbazar factory was captured by Sna]
ud-daula, Warren Hastings was sent a prisoner to Murshidabiid, 
but managed to make his escape, with the heIr:, 'it is said, .of 
Kanta Babu. The story goes that Kanta Babu kept hlm 

tThese are no more extant-A.M. 
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concealed in his house and contrived to have him taken down Jagannath. The arrival of such an immensely wealthy 
the river in a boat. In gratitude for his services, Hastings man delighted the hearts of the Pandas, who expected 
promised to advance his fortunes, and when parting from him to reap a rich harvest of rupees from the piety and bounty of 
gave him a memorandum, which he was to produce as proof the Babu. But when they heard that he was a Teli, they 
of his identity. When Hastings rose to power, a number of understood him to be a common Kalu or oilman. whose business 
men presented themselves before him, all claiming to be Kanta it was to manufacture and sell ·oil. They therefore believed 
Babu, but Warren Hastings' questions exposed the personation. his caste and vocation incapacitated him from making any 
At length, Kanta Babu himself appeared and produced the grant which might be accepted by the Brahmans. When, 
memorandum, whereupon Hastings gave him an appointment therefore, he offered- to found an atke or a fund for feeding the 
as his Banyan. The explanation of Warren Hastings' favour to poor, the Pandas pronounced that he could not be allowed 
IGinta Babu is quite credible, for he was not the man to forget to do so, inasmuch as his gifts were by reason of his low caste 
an old friend or to let a valuable service go unrewarded. not acceptable. Kanta Babu, to prevent this scandal, wrote to 

In his position as Banyan, Kanta Babu succeeded in amass- the Pandits of Nadia, Tribeni, and other celebrated Samajes for 
ing a large fortune. "In reorganizing the revenue system it vyavastltas on the subject of his competency to make gifts 
was provided by the Governor General, with the concurrence of at Purl. The Pandits thus referred to 'unanimously gave their 
his Council, that no farm of lands should exceed the amount verdict in his favour, a verdict founded on the dictum Tula 
of a lakh of rupees per annum; and that no Banyan or other danda dhiiri taulik, i.e .• Telis are not common oilmen, but 
officer of whatever denomination should be allowed to farm derive their appellation from the fact of their holding the scales 
lands, or to be security for any farmer. But in contravention for the weighment of goods, and that the word Teli is the 
of this regulation, Mr. Hastings granted Kanta Babu farms corruption of the word Taulik. As holding the scales and 
to the amount of thirteen lakhs of rupees per annum. The weighing the goods is a vocation common to all merchants and 
illegality and impropriety of th~s procecding called forth the mahiijans. the Telis came in the same category with other 
severe censure of the Court of Directors, and subsequently Navasaks or second class Sudras, and, like them, were entitled 
formed the subject of Parliamentary enquiry. When Warren to the privilege of making gifts. The opinion of the Pandits of 
Hastings was impeached, the fifteenth charge against him re- Bengal was conclusive and satisfied the Pandas of Orissa. 
lerred to this matter:-"The said Governor General did permit Accordingly, Kanta Babu was allowed to found atkes and make 
and suffer his own Banyan or principal black steward, named presents to Brahmans. The case of Kanta Babu was remark-
Kanta Babu, to hold farms in different parganas, or to be able, and is cited by his co-caste men as a precedent. Any opu-
security for farms to the amount of thirteen lakhs of rupees lent Teli now going to visit Jagannath, when questioned as to 
per annum; and that after enjoying the whole of those farms his caste, replies that he is of Kanta Babu's caste". 
for two years, he was permitted by Warren Hastings to relin- Kanta Babu was succeeded in 1778 by his son, Loknath Rai, 
quish two of them which were unproductive.' On this charge who had, as already stated, received the title of Maharaja 
Mr. Hastings was, however, pronounced not guilty. But there Bahadur. The next of the line was the latter's son Harinath, 
is no doubt that Kanta Babu was directly or indirectly the on whom the title of Raja Bahadur was conferred by the then 
ijii.ra.,diir of several highly productive zamlndaris, the value of Viceroy, Lord Amherst. He died in 1832, leaving a minor son 
which has now been largely increased. named Krishnanath and a daughter who was married to Nabin 

"When Hastings proceeded to Benares to punish the refrac- Chandra Nandi. Krishnanath, on whom the title of Raja 
tory Raja Chait ~ingh, he was accompanied by Kanta Babu. Bahadur was conferred by Lord Auckland in 1841, began to 
He there performed an act of chivalry which is worthy of dissipate the family fortunes when he attained his majority, 
record. When the palace was seized, some of tbe soldiers and spending no less than 41 lakhs in four years. He committed 
officers, with a view to plunder the Ranis of their jewels and suicide by blowing out his brains, in 1884, a day after making 
treasure, attempted to force an entry into the zaniina. Kanta his will. By this will he left his property in trust to the East 
Babu remonstrated with them on their unnatural and unmanly India Company for the establishment of a University at 
conduct, and barred their entrance. But his remonstrances Banjetia to be called the Krishnanath University, bequeathed 
being unheeded, be interceded with Hastings on behalf of the three lakhs to a private servant besides several houses and 
Ranis; and represented to him that noble ladies of the East valuable jewellery, and left his widow, Rani Swarnamayi, only 
who were not permitted to cross the precincts of the zanii.na an allowance of Rs. 1,500 a month. The Rani contested the 
should not be subjected to the indignity and disgrace of being validity of the will, which was set aside on the ground of the 
:oughly handled by ~t~angers. On his intercession, Hastings testator not having been in full possession of his senses. She 
mterfered and the RanIS were saved. Kanta Babu then pro- held the property till her death in 1897, and devoted the 
vided Piilkis and had the Ranis conveyed from the Rajbari to greater part of its income to works of charity and public 
a place of comparat~ve safety. Grateful for this act, the Ranis utility; her benevolence and munificence have, in fact, become 
t~ok off jewels from their persons and presented Kanta Babu proverbial. In recognition of her public spirit, she was made 
WIth the same. He also obtained from the Ranis, Lakshmi a Maharani in 1871 and a member of the Imperial Order of the 
Narayan SiIa, Ekmukh Rudrakshi, Dakshinabartta Sankha, Crown of India in 1878. On her death the property passed to 
and other idols. These objects of Hindu worship may still be her mother-in-law Rani Hara Sundari, the widow of Raja 
seen at the Cossimbazar Rajbari. On his return from Benares Harinath, but she executed a deed in favour of her grandson 
Mr. Hastings bestowed upon him a jiigir situated at Ghazipur Manindra Chandra Nandi. who, came into possession of the 
and Azimganj, and obtained from the Na.wab Nazim the then property. He was made a Maharaja, and the same title was 
fountain of honour, the title of Maharaja Bahadur f~r his son conferred on his neit heir and successor as a personal 
Lokna th." * distinction. 

Th.ough Kanta Babu was only a Teli by caste, Warren Dhulian-Town in thl) north of the Jangipur subdivision 
Hastmgs made him president of the Jatimala Kachahrr or Caste situated on the Bhaglrathi. It consists of a group of villages, 
Cutcherry, a tribunal which dealt with cases relating to caste which were formed into a municipality in 1909. The popula-
m<l:tte~s. When challenged on the subject of his capacjty to tion within municipal limits, according to the census of 1951, 
a~Judlcate ~m such m~tters, Warren Hastings stoutly defended is 15,935. It is one of the most important river marts in 
hIm, assertmg that hIS character was irreproachable and that the district, being the seat of a large trade in bell metal, rice, 
"as the servant of the Governor, he was considered universally jute, tobacco and oth'er agricultural produce. It contains a 
as the first native inhabitant of Calcutta." t The article station on the Barharwa-Azlmganj-Katwa branch of the East 
a~ready. quoted c_ontains an interesting reference to the Indian Railway, and there is a steamer service to Jiaganj during 
dIfficultIes to w!:uch he was exposed by his caste and the rains. 
manner in whIch he overcame them. "Kanta Babu Ghiasabad-Village in the Lalhligh subdivision, situated on 
visited Purl to offer his homage and worship to the west bank of the Bhaglrathi about 7 miles north of 
~~----------------~------~----------------~ 

* The Kiisimbazar Riij. Calcutta Review, 1873. 
t G. W. Forrest. Selections from State Papers (I772-8S). vol. II, pages 320, 325, 367. See also Bengal Census Report of 1911, 

Part I, pages 453-4. 
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AzImganj. The remains discovered here show that it is the 
site of an old Hindu town. Stones and pillars engraved with 
Pali characters, gold coins and broken pottery have been found, 
but nothing has yet been discovered which throws any light on 
the history of the place. The old Hindu name of the place 
was Badrihat, which the conquering Musalmans changed to 
Ghiasabad. There is an old Muhammadan tomb here, which 
Captain Layard was told was that of K~ng of Gaur, when he 
visited the place in 1853.· It has been surmised therefore that 
the tomb is that of Ghiasuddin Bahadur, who ruled over 
Eastern Bengal from 1310 to 1319 and over all Bengal from 
1319 to 1323 A.D., but Beveridge was informed by the 
guard}an of the tomb that the family tradition was that it was 
built over the remains of a saint. t Manomohan Chakravorti 
writing in I.A.S.B. 1908 made a guess that it might be 
Lakhmanti. 

Giria--Village in the Jangipur subdivision, situated on the 
east bank of the Bhagirathi about five miles north-east of 
]angipur. It is also the name of a tara! or tract of country 
in pargana Shamaskhali, which includes six villages on the east 
bank and three on the west bank of the Bhaglrathi. The name 
has been given to two battles fought in the neighbourhood, 
the first between All Vardi Khan and Sarfaraz Khan in 1740 
and the second between the English and Mir Kasim's army 
in 1763. 

In the earlier battle, Sarfaraz Khan, the third Nawab of 
Murshidabad, and the last of the lineal descendants of Murshid 
Kuli, was defeated and slain by All Vardi Khan, who had 
rebelled and advanced against him from Bihar. 

In the battle of 1763 the English numbered 750 Europeans 
and 2,000 sepoys, with a few guns and some native cavalry, 
commanded by Major Adams of the 84th Regiment; the army 
of Mir Kasim was composed of 12 battalions of sepoys. 15,000 
horses and 12 cannon. The engagement was sharply contested 
for four hours, for the troops of the Nawab had been carefully 
trained in European methods by Samru, the notorious German 
renegade. The enemy, at one time, broke part of the English 
line. gained possession of two guns, and attacked the 84th 
Regiment in front and rear. But in the end, the English 
victory was complete; all the cannon were captured, with 
150 boats laden with provisions, and Mir Kasim fled towards 
Monghyr. 

Though the two battles have the same name, they were 
fonght on different sides of the river and at some distance 
apart. The first battle was fought on the east of the Bhagi
rathi, as is clear from the Riyazu-s-Saliitin, which states that 
Sarfaraz Khan marched north from Murshidabad passing 
Diwansarai and Khamra, by what is now the Jiaganj-Jangipur 
road, to the east of the river. The forces of All Vardi Khan 
were, it says, arranged in the form of a circle from Aurangabad 
at the mouth_of the Suti river to the plain of Balkatah. The 
site, which was near the villages of Momintala and Shibnarayan
pur, has been diluviated. 

In this battle an officer of Sarfaraz Khan, named Ghaus 
Khan is said to have performed prodigies of valour and fell 
fighting gallantly. A tomb was erected over his remains at 
Chand pur on the east of the Bhaglrathi., but both village :md 
tomb were washed away about ninety years ago. The tomb 
was then re-erected on the west side of the river in what is 
now called Chandpur, near which there is a new MQmintala. 
Here three mounds are pointed out as the graves of Ghaus 
Khan and his two sons Kutub and Babar, who were killed 
with him According to the Sair-ul-Mutiikharin, however, 
the tomb did not long contain the bodies of Ghaus Khan and 
his two sons. One Shah Haidar, a saint and a collateral 
ancestor of Ghulam Hussain, the author of the Sair-ul
Mutiikharin, was a great friend of Ghaus Khan and had con
verted him to the Shia faith. When he heard of his friend's 
death; he went to Murshidiibiid and loaded All Vardi with 
reproaches, "which he bore patiently, nor did there come 
any word from that prince's mouth, but such as savoured 
of humility and submission." Shah Haidar then went to 

* Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1853, p. 577. 
t Old Places in Mttrshidiibiid, Cakutta Review, 1892. 

Giria and dug up the bodies of Ghaus Khan and his sons and 
companions, and took them, to Bhagalpur, where he rein
terred them. 

The second battle of Giria. was fought on the west bank of 
the BhagJ:cathi, near the then mouth of the Bansloi, Major 
Adams crossed the Bhagirathi near Murshidabad on 2ith July 
and marched up its right bank, while MIr Kasim's army 
abandoned its strong position at Suti and gave battle on the 
open plain. The battle actually took place in the angle 
between the right bank of the Bhagirathi and the left bank 
of the Bansloi. It would be more correct to call it the battle 
of Suti, as the Sair-ul-Mutiikharin does.t 

Jangipur- -Headquarters of the subdivision of the same 
name situated on the east bank of the Bhagirathi river. It 
contains a popUlation of 18,255 persons, according to the 
census of 1951 The name is a corruption 'of ]ahangirpur, 
which is explained by a tradition that the Emperor J ahangir 
founded the place. During the early days of British rule it 
was an important centre of the silk trade and the site of a 
commercial residency. In the Nizamat office records there is 
a letter, dated 1773, addressed to Mr. Henchman, Collector 
of Jahanglrpur, by Mr. Middleton, Resident at the Murshida
bad Durbar and Chief of Murshidabad. In 1802, Lord Valentia 
described Jangipur as "the greatest silk station of the Easl 
India Company, with 600 furnaces, and giving employment to 
3,000 persons." He added that silk then sold for Rs. 10-4 a 
seer. In 1835, when the Company's trading monopoly ceased, 
its filatures were sold to a My. Larulletto for Rs. 51,000. The 
old Residency cemetery was washed away by a flood of the 
Bhaglrathi in 1847. A notice in the Calcutta Gazette of 4th 
March 1848 states that seven memorial tablets were removed 
from the monuments and deposited in the Toll Office, and 
were available on application by relatives or friends of the 
deceased. § 

The subdivisional courts and offices formerly stood on the 
east bank of the Bhaglrathi, and were moved to the west bank 
in consequence of the encroachments of the river. This quarter 
of the town is called Raghunathganj and is within municipal 
limits. The northern portion of Ragunathganj is called 
Balighat, and is said to be named after the poet Valmiki. An 
ancient banyan tree is supposed to mark the spot where he 
used to bathe. Here there is an old mosque with an inscrip
tion saying that it was built by Saiyad Kasim and containing 
a chronogram, which gives 1075 A.H., or 1664 A.D., as the 
date. Saiyad Kasim, who possibly gave his name to Kasim
bazar, is said to be descended from a famous saint, named 
Saiyad Shah Martazanand, whose tomb is at Suti : it is men
tioned in the Riyazu-s-Salatin. 

Sir Ashley Eden, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal from 1877 
to 1882, was once stationed at ]angipur and transferred the 
subdivisional headquarters there from Aurangabad in 1856. 
Jangipur is still a centre of the silk trade and is the chief toll 
station for boats passing along the Bhaglrathi. 

Jangipur Subdivision- -Northern subdivision of the district 
with an area of 437 square miles. Its population, according 
to the census of 1951, is 431,979, the density being 988 per 
square mile. In shape it resembles an isosceles triangle, 
bounded on the west by the Santal Parganas and Birbhiim 
and on the east by the Padma river, which separates it from 
MaIda and Rajshahi ; on the south lies the Lalbagh subdivision. 
The northernmost point is occupied by the Farakka and 
Samsherganj thanas (of which the former once formed a part), 
south of which is thana SutL The tract south of Suti is divided 
into the two thanas of Sagardighi, to the south and west, 
and Raghunathganj, to the east; south east of Raghunathganj 
is the Lalgola thana in Lalbagh subdivision. 

The subdivision is divided into two parts by the Bhaglrathi 
flowing from north to south. Beginning from the north, the 
country to the east of the river as far as the town of Jangipur 
is a long strip of char land between the Bhagirathl and the 
Padma. This strip. which represents nearly two-thirds of the 
whole length of the subdivision, is extremely narrow, its 

t Old Places in Murshidiibiid, Calcutta Review, 1892. 
§ Bengal Past and Present, July 1908, p. 358. 
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average width being only about 2 miles. It is sparsely popu
lated and thinly wooded, and the houses are only temporary 
,tructurt's. The remainder of the Bagri, i.e., the country east 
of the Bhaglrathi, is about 14 miles in length and 10 miles in 
width. It is thickly populated and well cultivated. Being a 
fertile alluvial tract, it bears two crops in the year, and jute 
is extensively grown. The country to the west of the Bhagl
rathi has also a two-fold division throughout its length. The 
eastern fringe along the Bhaglrathi, which has an average 
breadth of about 3 miles, is of the same character as the Bagri. 
A characteristic feature of this riverain strip is that it abounds 
in kul trees, on which lac is reared; as in the Bagri. there 
are numerous mango orchards and bamboo clumps. The 
western portion extending to the borders of Blrbhiim and the 
Santal Parganas has a comparatively high and hard undulat
ing surface, on which winter rice is almost exclusively grown_ 
This tract, which has an average breadth of about 7 miles, is 
called the Rarh. 

The chief rivers of the subdivision are the Ganges or Padma 
and its distributary, the Bhaglrathi. The Ganges has two 
smaller offshoots, viz., the Gumani, which takes off at the 
extreme north of the subdivision near Farakka, and the old 
channel of the Bhairab, which branches off close to Lalgola. 
The tributaries of the Bhag'lrathi are the Singa, Bansloi and 
Pagla, all hill streams from the Santal Parganas. The united 
waters of the Bansloi and Pagla fall into the .Bhaglrathi near 
Jangipur. The Singa bifurcates below the former indigo fac
tory at Ankura ; the northern branch joins the Bhag'lrathi at 
Hazarpur, and the southern at Dhulian. 

The subdivision is liable to inundation during the rains, 
when boats furnish the main means of communication. As the 
flood water subsides, the land is sown ,,·ith kaliii, which is 
extensively cultivated. There are several bils, of which the 
most important are the Chachand and Bansabati Bils to the 
west of the Bhag'lrathi, and the Krishnasail, Poramari and 
Gangn\ to the east of the river. 

Jiaganj--Town in the Lalbagh subdivision, situated on the 
east bank of the Bhaglrathi, 6 miles north of Murshidabad and 
opposite AZlmganj station on the East Indian Railway. It 
forms part of the AZlmganj municipality and is connected with 
AZlmganj by a ferry across the Bhaglrathi ; during the rains, 
'a steamer service plies to Dhulian and Calcutta. Though it 
is no longer such an important emporium as it was, Jiaganj is 
scill a large depot where rice, jute, silk, bell metal etc., are 
collected for export. It contains some· large houses, the pro
perty of Jain merchants, many of whom dwell here, though 
the main colony lives at Azlmganj. 

Kalkapur-See Cossimbazar. 
Kandi-lleadquarters of the subdivision of the same name, 

situated near the Mor river, 18 miles south-west of Berhampur. 

The town owes much of its importance to its having been the 
seat of a wealthy and devout family of Uttarrarhi Kayasthas, 
who were originally known as the Kandi Rajas, but having 
taken up their residence at Paikpara in the neighbourhood 
of Calcutta are now generally called the Paikpara Rajas. The 
first of the family to settle at Kandi was Hara Krishna Singh, 
who was a money-lender and silk merchant. He is said to have 
been driven to take up his residence at Rampur Boalia by the 
Maratha raids, but this was only a temporary absence, for his 
son Gauranga Singh i~ 'known to have lived at Kandi. Here 
he is said to have built a house with cornices like those on 
Siraj-ud-daula's palace. This, it is said, "so exasperated the 
haughty Nawab that he immediately ordered the cornices to 
be pulled down and the builder to be arrested. This mark of 
vandalism is visible in some parts of the dilapidated house 
which still exists." * 

The real founder of the fortunes of the family was Ganga.. 
Govinda Singh, the nephew of Gauranga Singh, who became 
the Banyan of Warren Hastings, and in that capacity amassed 
~n immense fortune. Against him Burke thundered in his 
I~peachmEnt of Warren Hastings as "that collected heap of 
VIllainy." Warren Hastings, however, spoke of him in the 
warmest terms of gratitude and, when leaving India, remarked, 

"The regret which I cannot but feel, in relinquishing the 
service of my honorable employers, would be much embitter
ed, were it accompanied by the reflection that I have neglec
ted the merits of a man who deserves no less of them than 
of myself-Ganga Gobinda Singh-who from his earliest youth 
has been employed in the collection of revenues, and was about 
11 years ago selected for his superior talent to fill the office 
of Diwan to the Calcutta Committee. He has from that time, 
with a short intermission, been the principal native agent in 
the collection of the Company's revenues; and I can take 
upon myself to say that he has performed the duties of his 
office with fidelity, diligence ~nd ability. To myself, he has 
given proofs of a constancy and attachment which neither the 
fears nor expectations excited by the prevalence of direct influ
ence could shake; and at a time, too, when these qualities 
were so dangerous, that far from finding them amongst the 
generality of his countrymen, I did not invariably meet with 
them amongst my own." 

Ganga Gobinda Singh was born at Kandi, and 'retiring 
thither in his old age devoted himself to the erection of shrines 
and images of Krishna. His name has acquired a traditional 
celebrity for the most magnificent sraddha, or funeral obse
quies, ever performed in Bengal. They were celebrated in 
honour of his mother, and are stated to have cost twenty lakhs 
of rupees. The guests on that occasion included the Rajas and 
zemlndars of half the Province, and were presided over by Siva 
Chandra, son of the revered Brahman Raja Krishna Chandra, 
of Krishnagar. The Brahmans are said to have been fed with 
the fresh rice of Jagannath, brought by relays of posts from 
Puri to Kandi. 

His grandson, KrishnOl Chandra Singh, better known by his 
popular name of :UUa Babu, who was born in 1775, added 
largely to the estate, but became an ascetic and took up his 
residence at Brindaban, where he was distinguished for his 
liberality and piety. Lila Babu's son was Sri Narayan, who 
left no sons. His senior widow adopted Pratap--Chandra Singh, 
who helped to found the British Indian Association, of which 
he was Vice-President. He was made a Raja Bahadur and 
C.S.I., and founded the Kandi High School in 1859. He died 
in 1866, le3:ving four sons, Giris Chandra (died 1877), Puma 
Chandra (dIed 1890), Kanti Chandra (died 1880), and Sarat 
~ha~dr,!-. Kandi owes _its dispensary, which is a well equipped 
InstItutIon, to the munificence of Giris Chandra, who bequeath
ed Rs. 1,2?,OOO for its construction and maintenance; it 
was opened III 1888. The junior widow of Sri Narayan adopted 
Iswa~ Ct:andra Singh, the younger brother of Pratap Chandra; 
?-e dled III 1861 leaving an only son, Indra Chandra, who died 
III 1894. 

The family now live at the Belgachia Villa at Calcutta, but 
Kandi contains the old family residence and the temples they 
have e~ected. The shrine of the family god Radhaballabh Jiu, 
whose lmage was placed there by Gauranga Singh, is described 
as. follows by Babu Bholanath Chandra, in his Travels oj a 
Hindu (pp. 65-7): "Of all shrines, the shrine at Kandi is 
mai~tain.ed with the greatest liberality. The god here seems 
to hve m the style of the great Moghul. His masnad and 
pillows are of the best velvet and damask richly embroidered. 
Before him are placed gold an-d silver salvers, cups, tumblers, 
pan-dans, and jugs of various size and pattern. He is fed 
e:,ery mo:ning with fifty kinds of curry and ten kinds of pud
dmg. HIS breakfast over, gold hookahs are brought to him, 
to smoke the most aromatic tobacco. He then retires for his 
noonday siesta. In the afternoon he lunches, and at night 
he sups, upon the choicest and richest viands with new names 
in the . vocabulary of Hindu confectionery. The daily expenses 
at thls shrine are said to be Rs. 500 inclusive of alms and 
charity to the poor." 

Kandi Subdivision-South-western subdivision of the district 
with an area of 454 square miles. Its population, according 
to the census of 1951, is 345,681, the density being 761 persons 
per square mile. It is bounded on the east by the river Babla 
and Sadar subdivision, on the sputh by the Burdwan district, 
on the west by the district of Blrbhiim and on the north by 
the Lalbagh subdivision. The surface is undulating, but a 

* Kishori Chand Mitra, The f{[mdi Family, Calcutta Review, 1874. 
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considerable portion of thana Kandi is occupied by the depres
sion called the Hijal, and a large part of thana Bharatpur is 
a low-lying plain, which becomes waterlogged during the rains. 
The chief rivers are the Dwarka and Mor or Maurakhi; the 
latter bifurcates, one branch joining the Dwarka at Rangram, 
while the other falls into it in the Hijal. 

Kiriteswari of Kirtikona-Village in the Lalbagh subdivi
sion, situated to the west of the Bhaglrathi, three miles west 
of Murshidabad. The place derives its name from the temple 
of Kiriteswari, which marks the spot where the crown (kint) 
of the Sati fell when she was dismembered by the discus of 
Vishnu. It is of some antiquity, being mentioned in the 
Brahmanda section of the Bhavishyat Puriina, which was pro
bably composed in the fiIteenth or sixteenth cent~ry A:D. It 
flourished under the rule of the Nawabs, thus dlsprovmg the 
story that Murshid Kuli Kl!an had all Hindu teD_lples within 
four miles of Murshidabad pulled down. Accordmg to the 
Sair-ul-Mutiikharin, Mir Jafar was persuaded by Nanda Kumar, 
the Nuncomar of history, to take water in which the sacred 
emblem of the goddess had been bathed, in the hope that it 
would be a cure for the malady of which he died. The emblem 
is a piece of black stone engraved with floral designs. The 
crown, or frontal bone, itself, which is called. guptapit, is pre
served in a pot covered with red silk and IS rarely exposed 
to view. There are several other temples, one of which bears 
the date 1765, but all are neglected and in need of repair. 
According to the Riyazus-s-Saliitin, Mlr Habib encamped here 
when making his raid on Murshidabad with the Maratha horse. 

Lalbagh-Part of the town of Murshidabiid .and the head
quarters of the subdivision of the same name. When Prince 
Farrukhsiyat came to Murshidiibiid from Dacca, after Murshida
bad had been made the capital of Bengal, l\~urshid Kuli Khan 
assigned him a pa~a~e. at Liilbagh of whl_ch no trace no.w 
remains. The subdlvlslonal courts and offices are located m 
a building called the Permit Cutcherry, which was the old 
custom house. 

Lalbagh Subdivision-Subdivision in the centre _of the dis
trict with an area of 522 square miles. Its population, accord
ing to the census of 1951, is 393,871. the density being 755 
persons per square mile. It is bounded on the north by the 
Jangipur subdivision, on the east by the Sadar subdivision 
and the river Padma, which separates it from the Rajshahi 
district, on the south by the Sadar and Kandi subdivisions and 
on the west by the Birbhiim district. The land to the west 
of the Bhagirathi is called the Rarh and has an undulating 
surface, on which winter rice is mainly grown. Jute cultiva
tion is almost unknown in this portion except on the river 
bank and diiira land. The eastern portion, which is called the 
Bagri, is a fiat alluvial tract producing autumn rice and rabi 
crops; the cultivation of jute is also _l;onsiderable. Unlike the 
Rarh, which is thinly wooded, it has a luxuriant vegetation. 
The villages have a heavy jungle round them, and there are 
numerous mango and other fruit orchards. There is thjs fur
ther difference between the Riirh and the Biigri, that in the 
former the Hindus are twice as numerous as the Musalmans, 
whereas in the Bagri the reverse is the case. The Bhaglrathi 
enters the subdivision at Gadi. There is a long embankment 
on its eastern bank, called the Lalitakuri embankment, to 
protect the country from inundation. The Gobra Nullah once 
connected the Bhaglrathi with the Bhairab and other rivers, 
but its offtake from the Bhaglrathi has been closed by the 
embankment, and it is gradually drying up and ceasing to 
fulfil its former functions as a drainage channel for the country 
to the east of the Bhaglrathi. 

Maidapur-Village in the Sadar subdivision situated three 
miles east of Berhampur. In the eighteenth century this place, 
situated on the high road from Calcutta to Murshidabad, was 
almost a suburb of Murshidabad. Orme speaks of civilians 
having their country houses here before the battle of Plassey, 
and about 1768 the Chief of Cossimbazar made it his residence, 
at least for a time. This is clear from a letter, dated 10th April 

I-contd. 

1768, from the Council at Calcutta to the Directors, in which 
Midnapore is a mistake for Maidapur. It says-

"Mr. Sykes has represented to us the inconvpnience he must 
labour under in transacting the business of the Durbar, from 
the Council having appropriated Midnapore house to the use 
of the Chief of Cossimbazar, which place he has for some time 
past made his principal residence by reason of the unhealthy 
situation of Motijhil. We could not, with the least degree of 
delicacy to that Board, take this matter again into considera
tion; and he was, therefore, told it should be referred to the 
decision of You, our Honourable employers." * 

Lord Teignmoutht (Sir John Shore) was living at Maidapur 
in October 1773, in which year it was the official residence of 
Mr. Samuel Middleton, Resident at the Durbar and Chief of 
Cossimbazar; the Nizamat records contain several official 
letters of his written in 1773 from Maidiipur. It remained the 
civil headquarters of the district for many years, and the jail 
and lunatic asylum were located there till 1873-74 ; the latter 
buildings are still standing. 

A little to the north of Maidapur is Chunakhali, an old 
suburb of Murshidabad, which is famous for the excellence of 
its mangoes. It is now depopulated, but contains ruins pi 
mosques. Near it is Hathinagar, where the Nawabs seem t .... 
have kept their elephants. North of Chunakhali, on the right
hand side of the road to Murshidabad, is a magnificent avenue 
of debdiiru trees (Polyalthia longifolia) which leads to 
Nishatbagh. 

Murshidabad-Town in the Lalbagh subdivision, situated on 
the east bank of the river Bhaglrathi, six miles north of 
Berhampur. 

Though Murshidabad was the capital of Bengal for nearly a 
century, its history cannot be traced back to any distant date, 
a~d there are .divergent accounts of its origin. Accord~ng to 
Tleffenthaler, It was founded in the time of Akbar and this 
seems to be corroborated by the fact that there is a place to the 
east of the town called Akbarpur. There is, however, no trace 
of this name in the old records, where it is always known as 
Ma~h.susabad, or its variant Makhsud.3:bad. The Riyazu-s
Salatzn says that the place was called Makhsusabad after a 
merchant named Makhsus Khan who built a sarai there, and its 
founder may have been a nobleman of that "name who is men
tioned in the Aain-i-Akbari. He was the brother of Said Khan 
~overnor of Bengal under Akbar (1587-95 A.D.), and served 
10 Bengal and Bihar; a stone mosque at Hajipur in the Patna 
district, which was built by a Makhsus Khan, may have been 
erected by him. There is also a mention of the town, as 
"Morasudabad founded by a Yavana," i.e.,.a Musalman, in the 
Brahmiinda section of the Bhavishyat Puriina. which was pro
bably composed in the fifteenth or sixteenth century. Yet 
another account is given by Raymond, the translator of the 
Sair-ul-Mutiikharin (eire., 1786), who says it was first called 
"Colaria" then "Macsoodabad" and finally "Moorshoodabad". 
Kolaria was a place in the east of the town, where Murshid 
Kuli Khan had his residence. 

In the first half of the seventeenth century it began to acquire 
a reputation for the manufacture of silk fabrics, and in the 
second half of that century became the seat of a Mughal offIcer. 
Tavernier, who visited it in 1666 and called it Madesouba
zarki, says that it was a large place and the residence of the 
Receiver-General (by which he means the Diwan) of the Nawab 
Shaista Khan. The English Agents, Streynsham Master and 
William Hedges, both mention it as the seat of a Governor 
named Bolchand or Bulchand Ray, who interfered with the 
English trade under various pretexts and died at "Moxudabad" 
in 1683, by which time it had become a mint town.§ 

. In 1697, th~ town ~a.s taken and plundered by the Afghan 
msurgents dunng the rIsmg commonly known as Subha Singh's 
rebellion, and in 1700 Murshid Kuli Khan, the Diwan of 
Bengal, made it the headquarters of the Diwani in place of 
Dacca. Three years later Murshid Kuli Khan, who had in the 

* Appendix to Verelst's View of the Rise, Progress an.d Present State of the English Government in Bengal (1772), p. 77. 
t H. Beveridge, Old Places in Murshidiibiid, Calcutta Review, 1892. 
§ In the Lahore Museum there is a rupee of Aurangzeb with the mint mark of Makhsusabad bearing a date corresponding 

to 1679 A.D. See MaIda Diaries and Consultations, Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1917. 
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meantime been appointed Deputy Nazim and really exercised 
all the powers of Nazim, called it after himself Murshidabad, 
and thenceforth it was the acknowledged capital of Bengal. 
The old name still lingered on, however, and is found (spelt 
as Muxudabad) in the English records as late as 1760. * 

The Nawiibs, after the Oriental fashion, built themselves 
palaces and adorned the capital with other buildings. Through
out their rule Murshidiibiid was not exposed to the hazards of 
war except during the war with the Mariithas, when Mlr HabIb 
made a successful raid on it with a body of Mariitha horse. 
He did not succeed in penetrating the city, but plundered the 
suburbs, part of which he fired, and carried off a great treasure 
from Jagat Seth's palace. Murshidiibiid was fortunate in 
escaping further attacks, for it was not protected by fortified 
walls. As it was, the danger of attack by the Marathas was so 
real that many of the inhabitants deserted it and fled across 
the Ganges. 

After the battle of Plassey, Murshidiibiid continued to be 
the seat of administration for some years. That battle was not 
regarded at the time as subverting the Muhammadan Govern
ment but as a means of substituting a subservient Nawab for 
Siraj-ud-daula, and the work of Government for several years 
remained in the hands of Muhammadan officials. The first 
great change was made in 1772 by Warren Hastings, who re
moved the supreme civil and criminal courts from Murshidiibad 
to Calcutta. After an experience of three years, the tribunal 
of criminal justice was retransferred to Murshidabad; and it 
was not till 1790, under Lord Cornwallis, that the entire revenue 
and judicial ~taff was established at Calcutta. Before this 
time, too, the civil headquarters of the district had been fixed 
at Maidapur, from which it was transferred to Berhampur. 
The city of Murshidabad was thus left only as the residence 
of the Nawab Nazim, a descendant of Mlr Jafar, who till 
1882 retained certain attributes of sovereignty within his palace 
and received a pension of 16 lakhs a year. In that year the last 
Nawab Nazim abdicated his position in favour of his son, who 
succeeded on a reduced pension and without any sovereign 
rights. The title of the present descendant of the once indepen
dent rulers of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa is now simply that of 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

After the battle of l>lassey, Clive wrote: "The city of 
Murshidiibad is as extensive, populous, and rich as the city of 
London, with this difference, that there are individuals in the 
first possessing infinitely greater property than in the last city. 
The inhabitants, if inclined to destroy the Europeans, might 
have done so with sticks and stones." At that time, the 
largest dimensions of the city proper are said to have been 
five miles along the Bhaglrathi in length, and two and a half 
miles in breadth on each bank of the river, while the circum
ference of its extensive suburbs has been put as high as 30 miles. 
Originally, it is said to have stretched along both sides of 
the river for 10 miles, and it is noticeable that Orme speaks 
of Hirajhil on the western bank as being in the middle of the 
city. 

Other accounts show that, though large and populous, 
Murshidabad contained few buildings of any grandeur except 
the palaces of the Nawabs and was for the most part a city 
of mean streets. Mrs. Kindersley wrote, on VIsiting the place 
in 1776, "Muxudabad; the present capital of the three pro
vinces, is a vile dirty place. The palaces of the Nabob and 
houses of the great people are built of stone with more expense 
than taste; those of the common herd are built of straw and 
bamboo, so low that it is difficult to stand upright in them." 
Later accounts bear out this description. Hamilton's East 
India Gazetteer, for instance, says-

"The town extends eight miles along both sides of the river, 
and was never fortified except by an occasional rampart in 
1742 during the Mahratta invasion. The buildings are in 
general bad, and the old palace of the Nabobs, named the Laul 
Baugh, so insignificant as to be passed without observation; 
but to the north of that range the Nabob has recently erected 
a lofty modern European house (named the Aina Mahal), 

which now forms a conspicuous object viewed from the river 
With the exception of the Chowk and the streets leading to it, 
the city of Murshidiibad may be described as a vast assemblage 
of mud and straw huts, built without the least regard to order, 
choked up on all sides with tree and vegetation of all sorts, 
interspersed on the side next the river with a few brick houses, 
and a considerable number of paltry mosques, being on the 
whole, with reference to its size and population, probably the 
meanest capital in Hindustan." 

With this may be compared the description given by Colonel 
Gastrell in the Revenue Survey Report (1857)-

"Numerous brick buildings stand all along the banks of the 
river, north and south of the palace, which belong to, and are 
chiefly occupied by, the relatives and adherents of the Nawab. 
Many others, some with pretty gardens, are scattered about in 
the tangled maze of jungle, hovels, holes and tanks which lie 
to the eastward. Standing on the top of the palace dome, the 
loftiest place in the district, and looking over the city and its 
suburbs, little meets the eye but a dense forest of bamboos and 
trees of all kinds. Hardly a clear spot is to be seen. It is 
only when one turns to the west that the river and the high 
land in the north-west of the district present open tracts. A 
stranger, as he stood and gazed, would never imagine that 
below was a dense mass of human beings of all classes, crowded 
together in every description of house and hut. There are no 
defined limits to Murshidabad as a city, nor is any part known 
especially by this name. It is given indscriminately to a collec
tion of temples, mosques, handsome brick houses, gardens, 
walled enclosures, hovels, huts and tangled jungle, containing 
the ruins of many edifices that have sprung up and decayed 
around the many residences of the former and present Nawabs 
Nazim of Murshidiibiid." This account holds good at the pre
sent time, except that the place exhibits even more palpable 
signs of decline. The earthquake of 1897 destroyed a large 
nu I11ber of buildings, which the people have not been able 
to replace, and the untouched ruins convey a melancholy im
pression of poverty and decay. 

In the beginning of the nineteenth century, by which time 
the decay of the city had already set in, we have several esti
mates of the population. They cannot be omitted in this place, 
though for purposes of comparison they are almost useless, as 
we know neither the area which the city was then supposed 
to cover nor the modes of enumeration adopted. In 1815, the 
number of houses was estimated at 30,000, and the total popu
lation at 165,000 souls. In 1829, the Magistrate, Mr. Hathorn, 
took, what is described in the Census Report for 1872 as, "a 
tolerably accurate census;" and returned the population at 
146,176. In 1837, Mr. Adam found the inhabitants to amount 
to 124,804 persons, which shows a decrease of nearly 15 per 
cent. in eight years. In 1872, when the first regular census 
was taken, the population was no more than 46,182 ; but the 
old city comprised a much larger area than was included within 
the municipal boundaries in 1872. It has since still further 

1872 
1881 
1891 
1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 

46,182 
39,231 
35,576 
28,553 
24,996 
10,669 
9,483 

11,498 
10,756 

diminished as shown in the margin ; 
the figures include the population of 
the suburb of Azlmganj, which 
formed part of Murshidabad until 

(15,168) 1896, when it was made a separate 
(12,669) municipality. The population of the 

area included in the municipal limits 
of Murshidabad as now constituted 
was 15,168 in 1901 and fell to 10,756 
in 1951. 

The town contains the administrative headquarters' of the 
Liilbagh subdivision, but has no industries except a few that 
were fostered- by the luxury of the Mughal Court. Ivory 
carving is an old speciality of the place; the artificers, now 
few in number, produce highly-finished work. Other indus
trial arts are the embroidery of articles with gold and silver 
lace, the making of musical instruments and hookahs, and the 
manufacture of silk fabrics. 

* The date of the new name is clearly fixed by the evidence of coins. The name Makhsusabad appears last on a coin of 1704, 
and Murshidabad appears first on a rupee coined in the year beginning 28th December 1704. See Notes on Gaur and other 
old places by Monmohan Chakravarti, ].A.S.B., July, 1904, p. 234. 
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For convenience of reference the buildings and remains at 
Murshidabad are dealt with in the following account in three 
groups, viz., central, southern and northern, in the order 
mentioned. 

The most conspicuous building in l\1urshidabad is the palace 
of the Nawab Bahadur, which stands on the bank of the 
Bhagirathi. It is an imposing but ugly pile, allegedly in the 
Italian style of architecture, and was designed and built under 
the supervision of General Duncan McLeod of the Bengal Corps 
of Engineers (father of Sir Donald McLeod) ; the foundation 
stone was laid in 1829, and the building was completed in 1837. 
It is a three-storied building surmounted by a dome. On the 
ground floor are the toshakkhana, armoury, offices and record
rooms; on the first floor are the Darbar Hall or throne-room, 
banqueting hall, drawing-room, sitting-rooms and billiard-rooms. 
The second floor contains a ball-room, library, china-room, bed
rooms, etc. The Durbar Hall, banqueting hall and ball-room, are 
particularly fine chambers. The former is crowned by a dome 
63 feet high, from which hangs a magnificent candelabrum with 
101 branches. The banqueting hall and ball-room are each 189 
feet long by 27 feet broad. The palace contains many artistic 
treasures, rare pictures, costly jewelry, old arms, wonderful 
copies of the Koran, etc. Many of the most interesting objects 
have been lent to the Victoria Hall collection at Calcutta. 

The palace itself is called the Bara Kothi or Hiizarduiiri, i.e., 
the house with a thousand doors, and the enclosure within 
which it is situated is known as the Nizamat Kila. This con
tains, in addition to the palace, the Imambara, the Medina, 
a clock tower, three mosques and residential and other quar
ters. It is entered by several large gates bearing different 
names, such as Dakshin Darwaza, Chauk and Imambara. The 
main gates have naubatkhanas or musicians' galleries over 
them, and the entrances are large and high enough for an 
elephant to pass with a howdah on its back. 

W. W. Hunter in 1875 wrote as follows: 

"The most striking emblem of royal dignity still maintained* 
at Murshidliblid is the imperial music, which may still be 
heard in th~ early morning sounding from the great fortified 
fl"ateway whIch le.ads t~ the palace. This peculiar strain of 
Instrumental mUSIC, whIch was allowed by the Delhi emperors 
to all Subahdiirs as a mark of delegated sovereignty, is 
frequently alluded to by the native chroniclers as the public 
accompaniment of each important event in the history of the 
Nawabs. At the present time the musicians have lost their 
traditional cunning, and the sound is described as 'discordant 
and langling' , but what the effect v:,a.s in the days of the early 
Nawabs may be learned from the Smr-ul-Mutakharin: -."This 
music co~sists of niigaras (kettl~-drums) of iron, twice as big 
as those :n Europe; dhols. (ordInary drums) ; zurnobs (haut
boys), karas (trumpet) ; ztls (cymbals), an instrument lately 
borrowe?- by: the Europe~ns from the Turks, but played by 
t~e IndIans III a more delIcate, curious, and scientific manner; 
tashas (flat kettle-drums) of varying diameter and depth; and 
lastly, a kara,,!a or straIght speaking-trumpet, which is seven 
or eIght feet In length, and two or three inches in width at 
the mouth. All these instruments are played together upon 
the top of the. main gateway of a fortress or palace, or upon 
a structure raIsed for the purpose on three lofty arches, and 
~herefore .called ~ tnpullah; There. is produced a .very animat
Ing mUSIC, whIch at a dIstance IS very pleasing. The long 
tr~mpet can_b~ hea_rd a mile away, and might be thought the 
VOIce of a NadIr Shah thundering out his orders to his army." t 

Another old ceremony still observed at Murshidabad, which 
it will not be out of place to mention here, is the Bera or 
f~stival.'tlf Khwaja .Khizr. This is observed by launching tiny 
lIght-shIps on the nver, a spectacle which may be seen to great 
advantage on the Bh~girathi. On certain nights in the rainy 
season thousands of lIttle rafts, each with its lamp bUrning, 
are floated down the stream. Their construction is very 
simple, for a piece of plantain or bamboo bears a sweetmeat 

*No longer maintained.-A.M. 

or two and the lamp. The festival is celebrated with much 
magnificence on the last Thursday of the month of Bhadra 
(September). A raft is constructed of plantain trees and 
bamboos and covered with earth. On this is erected a small 
fortress, bearing fireworks on its walls. At a given signal the 
raft is launched and floated to the further side of the river, 
when the fireworks are let off, their reflection on the water 
producing a picturesque effect. 

The Imambara on the north of the· palace, which was built 
in 1847, is the largest Imambara in Bengal. It has a frontage 
of 680 feet, and is divided into three blocks, each with a large 
quadrangle. The central quadrangle contains the Medina and 
two curious structures, which are described as follows by 
Mr. Mazumdar "On each corner of two of the wings or halls 
of the quadrangle is a structure, called a pahar or mountain, of 
bamboos more than 100 years old, covered over with dyed 
cotton, in the centre of which is Burag, meaning literally the 
bright one, being a representation of the animal with human 
face and peacock's tail on which the Prophet ascended to 
heaven. The tail reaches the ceiling of the first floor and is 
over fifty feet in height. At the foot of this structure is 11 
reservoir, round which are placed date-trees and camels made 
of sola and cotton, to remind one of the plains of Arabia: At 
the back of the Burag is a large mirror. \Vell-polished Indian 
shields, and china and tin plates, are fitted into the feathers 
of the tail to represent the eyes of the peacock's feathers. 
Swords, sabres, daggers and lances, used by Siraj-ud-daula, 
are arranged in different designs round them; and thousands 
of candles, their light reflected in the mirror, make the whole 
a dazzling scene. With its large proportions, its stately pillars, 
its spacious marble floors, its innumerable large chandeliers. 
some of which form part of the presents of the East India 
Company, and its other magnificent equipments, the Nizamat 
Imambara stands unrivalled."t 

The present building was erected to replace a more celebrated 
Imamblira, constructed by Siriij-ud-daula, which was accident
ally burnt down during a display of fireworks in 1840. The 
author of the Riyiizu-s-Salatin thus describes its glories: "Of 
the buildings at Murshidlibad, none was noteworthy except the 
Imambara, which was erected by Siraj-ud-daula. Its praise 
is beyond description; its equal is not to be found in the whole 
of Hindustan. Although at present one-tenth of it does not 
exist, yet a remnant of it is a fair specimen of the original 
edifice." From this account it appears that by 1788, when 
the Riyiizu was written, the building must have fallen into 
neglect. We also know that "the costly treasures, lavished 
upon it by Siraj-ud-daula, were turned into ready money by 
Mir Kasim. This was not, however, to relieve his own 
necessities--a motive which would have seemed sacrilege to 
one so religious as MIr Kasim,--but to assist the poor of the 
city, and to despatch a number of indigent Muhammadans 
on a pilgrimage to mecca." § All that is left of Siraj-ud-daula's 
great Imambara is the Medina, which stands between the 
palace and the present Imambara. The ground beneath, as is 
customary with Medinas, was excavated to the depth of a 
man's stature and filled in with earth brought from Karbela. 

Close by is a large gun called the Bachawali Tope, which is 
believed to have been made between the twelfth and fourteenth 
centuries. It has a length of 15 feet and was removed hem 
from a sand bank at Ichaganj, where it formed one of the 
defences of the city. The name is said to be derived from 
~he fact that, when it was fired, the report was so terrific, that 
It caused premature delivery among the women for miles 
round. 

E. R. Watson has the following comments on this cannon 
in his A Monograph on Iron and Steel Works in the Province 
of Bengal (1907). 

"Supposed to belong to this period also is a large iron gun 
known as the Bachawali tope, now standing on two masonry 
pedestals on the maidan between the palace and the Imam
barah of the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidiibad. P. C. Mazumdar 

t Hunter's Statistical A ccount of Bengal, vol. IX, pp. 68-9. Mr. Mazumdar remarks in The Masnad of Murshidiibiid that 
"however discordant the music may seem to ears not accustomed, the midnight and the early morning strains are indeed sweet." 
t The.Masnad of Murshidiibiid, pp. 123-4. 
§ Tankh-i-Mansuri, by Saiyid Ali; manuscript translated by Professor. Blochmann. 
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in the MUS1lud of Murshidabad, 1905, says: -"The gun was 
made between the 12th and the 14th centuries, probat-ly by 
the Muhammadan rulers of Gour." In the same place the con
struction of the gun is described as follows :-" ... consisting 
of two pieces of different diameters. The smaller'portion, which 
is the chamber, is 3 feet and 7 inches long with a girth of 
4 feet and 4 inches; and the larger portion, namely the barrel, 
is 11 feet and 6 inches long with a girth, at the muzzle, of 
7 feet and 9 inches. The diameter of the bore at the muzzle 
is 1 foot and 7 inches. The touch hole has been plugged with 
melted iron. Eleven rings bind the wrought iron barrel, the 
inner surface of which bears ample evidence of the gun's great 
antiquity. The rim round the muzzle is ornamented with petals, 
while one of the rings resembles a string of beads. On the 
upper half of the barrel surface, near the muzzle, fourteen lines, 
seven on each side, are inlaid with brass. Eight smaller rings 
are attached at various points. The breech plug is driven until 
its chambered end dovetails and fits tightly into the chamber 
of the barrel, which are tied together with the rings attached 
to each." 

This gun certainly is a most curious article. It is, so far 
as I am aware, the only breech-loading gun ever attempted 
until quite modern times. The English were only using muzzle
loaders in 1760. It is difficult to conceive how the gun can ever 
have been fired without the breech-barrel blowing out. The 
workmanship of the gun is very rough. As to the method of 
its construction, I do n.ll.t think anything can be said with 
certainty in the absenc1'.\' of tests of the metal of which 
it is made. On the chamber I noticed the same transverse 
markings which I shall have to notice later in the great gun 
called Juhan [(osha which also lies at Murshidabad. These 
markings may perhaps indicate that the tube was built by 
bending a strip of wrought iron spirally round a mandril, as 
in the construction of small arms at Monghyr. Within the 
barrel there are some very curious markings. There are two 
lines which run longitudinally down the barrel, one on each 
side. These make it appear at first as though the barrel had 
been cast and these were the lines at which the two halves of 
the mould met. In places corrosion has occurred along these 
lines showing quite a thin innermost layer and beneath this 
rib-like transverse pieces about 3 inches wide at intervals of 
about one foot along the barrel. 

Rajendralal Mitra (Antiquities of Orissa) has pointed out 
an indication of the universal use of iron in Bengal in this 
period. Most of the Orissan sculptures, depicting women, are 
ornamented with bracelets precisely similar to the kharu of 
the present day. The most essential point now is that the 
kharu must be made of iron, and probably this has b'llen the 
case so long as the kharu in its present form has been worn. 

About It miles to the east of the palace is the Topkhana, 
the site of the artillery park of the Nawabs and the eastern 
entrance of the city. On the east of this the Gobra Nullah, 
known locally as the Khatra Jhil, constituted a natural defence. 
Here is another great gun, resting on and partly imbedded 
in a pipal tree, which has raised it 4 feet from the ground. 
It is 171 feeet in length, but of somewhat small calibre. Its 
name is Jahan Kasha, meaning "the world-subduer," as appears 
from the inscriptions, which further state that it was made, 
in the reign of Shah Jahan, and during the Governorship of 
Islam Khan at Jahanglrnagar (Dacca), by a blacksmith named 
Janarda!l, in the year corresponding to 1637 A.D. Its weight 
is descnbed as 212 maunds (over 7 tons) and its charge as 
28 seers. There are nine Persian inscriptions on brass plates 
let into the metal, but three are illegible or are covered over 
by the pipal tree. The inscript~ons contain eulogies of Islam 
Khan and of the "dragon-like" gun. It is an object of venera
tion among the lower classes, who smear it with oil and 
vf'rmilion and bring offerings of flowers, milk and sweets. 

The following account of the circumstances which brought 
the gun to its present position was given by Major Showers in 
1847 * "To the naturalist and the general observer, the Jiihiin 
l{osha is curious from the position in which it is lying. It 
is grasped by two trunks of a pipal tree and supported by 
them about 18 inches from the ground. Native tradition states 

that it was brought to the spot on a carriage, and was left 
there as the wheels sunk into the mud and could not be extri
cated. The tree must have sprung up under it, and the 
trunks, as they gn;w, grasped the gun and continued to.support 
it after the carriage had rotted away and fallen from it. The 
back trunnion is imbedded in the trunk and cannot be seen; 
but two stanchions and a ring are visible, which evidently 
belonged to the carriage. The front trunnion, with the iron 
work attached, was until lately, also imbedded in the tree; but 
within the last six months a part of the trunk has been torn 
away by a storm, by. which it ha~ become exposed to vic;w 
The iron work, on which the trunmon rested, corresponds With 
the dimensions which may be supposed to be necessary to 
support so large a body on its carri<l:ge; and its bulk had, 
no doubt, so weakened the outer porbon of the trunk as to 
make it yield easily to any force applied to it. 

. 'There is another peculiarity which it may be proper to 
notice, as exhibiting a second phenomenon in the growth of 
the tree. There are two trunks which support the gun, but 
I am inclined to think that they are branches of one tree. 
The trunk, obstructed in its growth, and pressed down by the 
weight of the gun, had first spread out under it, then forcing 
itself up one side and still hugging the gun, it met with a new 
obstruction, in the trunnion, stanchions, and the heavy iron 
work attached to them, and, unable to press them aside, yielded 
to the obstruction and parted and shot up in two large 
branches." 

The following passage is quoted from E. R. Watson's 
Monograph on Iron & Steel 

A.D. 1400 onwards--"After the conquest of Bengal by the 
Muhammadans it is certain that all the methods of working in 
iron and steel and of the armourers' trade known to the 
Muhammadans were introduced into Bengal. There is no doubt 
that the native smiths learnt much from the experts who 
came with the Muhaminadans, and that the work produced 
in Bengal suddenly improved in technique; but at the same 
time we may deplore the Muhammadan conquest as having 
almost entirely effaced any characteristic indigenous designs or 
workmanship, so much so that it is now very difficult to 
find any designs of arms or methods of ornamentation. thereof 
which can be said to be peculiar to Bengal, Weapons were 
made in Bengal, in Patna, Monghyr, Dacca, Murshidabad and 
Burdwan, which in design and ornamentation cannot be dis
tinguished from the arms of Persia, Arabia and the Punjab. 
It is well known that the Muhammadan Emperors took the 
keenest interest in the manufacture of arms of all kinds. 
Akhbar is himself described as skilful in the making of guns 
and the casting of ordnance, and the most proficient artisans 
of Europe were induced to come to the Emperor's court to 
superintend the construction of arms. About the time of 
Akhbar great attention was given to the manufacture of guns 
(small arms), but the cannon appear to have been chiefly cast 
from brass. 

It - is difficult to find specimens of arms which one can 
be sure were made in Bengal in the 15th and 16th centuries. 
There is a large cannon now lying at Murshidabad, known as 
the Juhan [(osha, made of iron, which bears an inscription to 
the effect that it was manufactured at Jehangir Nagar alias 
Dacca under the supervision of Shere Mahomed and the clerk
ship of Haraballav Das by J onardan Karmokar in the month 
of Jamadinssani of the year II of the joloos, i.e., 1637 A.D. 
Another inscription also states that the cannon is made of a 
composition of eight metals,. namely, gold, silver, copper, lead, 
zinc, mercury, iron and tm, but at any rate it appears to 
be chiefly iron. The metal is very little corroded, which is 
remarkable considering its age. Here again the chemical 
analysis and mechanical tests of a sample of the metal would 
most satisfactorily solve the problem of the construction of 
the cannon, but from circumstantial evidenc;e it would appear 
to be wrought. The barrel shows signs of transverse or rlb
like markings, which suggest that it was built by twisting 
an iron band into the form of a spiral round a central core, 
so that the successive coils of the spiral were in actual contact 
and then heating and welding together the coils. From an 

---------------------------
., Proceedings of the Asia tic Society of Bengal. June, 1847. 
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examination of the muzzle-end of the cannon one might suggest 
that the barrel is built of two or three tubes, as in modern 
big guns. The ornamentation on the outer surface of the 
barrel is evidently wrought work, and the design appears to 
me to be Florentine or Mediterranean in character. "The 
cannon is 17 feet and 6 inches long with a girth of 5 feet at 
the touch-hole end. The diameter of the touch hole is It inches. 
That of the orifice is 6 inches. The weight of the gun is 
212 maunds and the powder required for the charge is 28 seers." 
(The Masnud of Murshidabad). 

The weapons of the 18th century are better known, as many 
specimens are preserved. In the palace of the Maharaja of 
Burdwan there are weapons of this period of which the exact 
history is known. In the village of Kamarpara, eight miles 
from Burdwan, there lived many smiths who made all the arms 
for the Raj. There is a sword in the possession of the Maharaja, 
of which the following story is told :-A smith from Kamar
para brought this sword for sale to the Raja (the warrior 
Raja, the father of Raja Chitra Sen Roy, who reigned about 
1700), but asked such a high price that he was ridiculed and 
dismissed. On going out from t)1e palace he chopped through 
in one stroke of this sword the trunk of a large tree which 
stood near the gateway of the palace, but cut it in such a 
way that the tree remained standing. In a few days the tree 
began to wither and die. On the Raja making enquiries he 
discovered the reason of the tree's withering and purchased 
the sword from the smith at the original price asked. 

There are old matchlock guns in the palace which were 
made at Kamarpara and used in a battle in 1761 by the army 
of Maharaja Tiloke Chand Bahadur against the English under 
Captain Martin White. There are also spears which were 
ordinarily used by the armies of the Raj at this time. Two 
of the most characteristic forms are known as bichhu or 
barchha, a spear with two corkscrew-shaped prongs and bigli, 
a spear with a fiambent blade reminding one of the conven
tional representation of lighting. 

In the armoury of the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad are 
many weapons of this period made in Bengal. Arms for the 
Nawab of Bengal were at one time largely made at Patna. 
Monghyr was famous for its guns. In the earlier part of the 
18th century these guns were match-lock of the same pattern 
as those made at Kamarpara. Towards the end of the century 
guns were also made at Monghyr according to the pattern of 
those used by the English. The mistries of Bhagalpur pro
duced a sword recognisable by the characteristic end of the 
blade. The mistries of Burdwan made swords also for the 
Nawab of Bengal. In the armoury at Murshidabad there is 
an executioner's sword (Tega Burdwani) made at Burdwan of 
characteristic shape. It appears that smiths came ,trom 
Burdwan to settle round the court of Mnrshidiibad, and there 
are in the armoury many forms of spears which were no doubt 
employed in the armies of the Nawab of Bengal and manu
factured at Murshidabad. 

The chief characteristics of the weapons which we can assign 
to Bengal at this period are simplicity of design and absence 
of ornamentation. But as already mentioned there were un
doubtedly manufactured in this province many weapons after 
the pattern of Arabian, Persian and Punjab arms which could 
not be distinguished from the patterns. There is only one 
spear'in the armoury at Murshidabad which shows ornamenta
tion of some originality, and may have been made in Bengal 
at this period. This carries a design in low relief of an elephant, 
a tiger, and an antelope. 

A short <!istance to the north-west of the gun is the Khatra 
Masjid, a mosque which Murshid Kuli Khan, also called Jafar 
Khiin, built and in which he was buried. The name is derived 
from the fact that towards the close of his life he determined 
to make a khatra, or market, and to place in the centre of 
it a mosque and his own tomb. He chose for this·-purpose 
the eastern side of the city, and is said to have pulled down 
a number of Hindu temples in order to get materials. 

Apparently, the design was not completed; for no remains exist 
of the Khatra proper, i.e., of the market-place. The spot it 
still called Jafar Khan's Khatra, and a small lult is held therr 
twice a week, but it seems never to have become a centre crl 
trade, and is now more or less a jungle. The mosque wa' 
a large and -stately building, but is now partly in ruins, havint 
been badly damaged in the earthquake of 1897 It is sai(' 
to have had accommodation for 700 readers of the Koral" 
and in 1780 was described by the artist Hodges, who has left 
a coloured view of it in his Select Views in India, as "a 
grand seminary of Musalman learning, adorned by a mosque 
which rises high above all the surrounding building." It 
stands on a high terrace or platform with a frontage of 166 feet, 
and has two lofty minarets and five domes, of which two 
collapsed during the earthquake in 1897. Even before this, 
the mosque and the west of the terrace had sunk by its own 
weight. An inscription over the doorway gives the date of 
the building as 1723. Murshid Kuli Khan himself was buried 
under the stairs at the east end of the terrace. It is said 
that he ordered this out of humility, so as to be trodden on 
by all who passed up and down; there may be an allusion 
to the inscription, which runs--"Muhammad, the Arabian, the 
glory of both worlds. Dust be on the head of him who is 
not the dust of his portal." 

About a quarter of a mile to the south of the Khatra Masjid 
is another mosque called the Kadam Sharif or Kadam Rasul 
from its containing a much-venerated stone, brought from 
Gaur, on which is an impression <R the feet of Muhammad 
the Prophet. It was founded in 1782 by the chief eunuch of 
Mir Jafar, who, as such, had the title of Nawab Nazjr, and 
is maintained by an endowment left by the chief eunuch of 
Mani Begam. 

In this neighbourhood is Naktakhali, known locally as 
LengtakhiUi or, more commonly, as Nagi:nabagh, in which the 
palace of Sarfaraz Khan was situated. Here, not far from 
the railway station, is the grave of Sarfaraz Khan, the only 
Nawab who died a soldier's death. He was killed at the battle 
of Giria, and his faithful mahaut brought the body to 
Murshidabad, where it was buried secretly, and at dead of 
night, in the grounds of his palace. Close by the tomb is a 
mosque called the Begum Masjid. which is variously attributed 
to his wife and mother; an inscription on it bears a date corres
ponding to 1719 A.D. Of Sarfaraz Khan's palace no trace 
remains, but at Kumrapur (three quarters of a mile from the 
Nawab Bahadur's palace) there is a mosque called the Phuti 
Masjid, which was built by him. It is one of the largest 
mosques in Murshidabad, but appears never to have been com
pleted,- some of the domes having been left in an unfinished 
state. The question naturally occurs whether the building was 
interrupted by Sarfaraz Khan's sudden death. 

The tomb of Shuja-ud-daula or Shuja Khan, Sarfaraz 
Khan's father and predecessor on the masnad, is at a place 
called Raushnibagh, i.e., the garden of light, on the west bank 
of the Bhagi:rathi nearly opposite the palace. At short dis
tance to the north, Shuja Khan laid out a garden to which he 
gave the name of Farahbagh or garden of joy, and in it built 
a mosque. The garden has disappeared, and part of the 
mosque has fallen into the river. To the south-west of 
Farahbagh is the village of Dahapara, once a suburb of 
Murshidabad, which the Marathas sacked and burnt in their 
raid under Mir Habib. -

One and a half mile south-east of the palace of the Nawab 
Bahadur is Motijhil, meaing the pearl lake. It is a long horse
shoe-shaped lake, the origin of which has been disputed. 
Rennell, whose authority may be taken as conclusive, says that 
it is "one of the windings of a former channel of the Cossim
bazar river"," i.e., the Bhagirathi. A palace, called the 
Sangidalan, a mosque and other buildings were built here (in 
the angle between the curves of the lake) in 1743t by Nawazish 
Khan, alias Shahamat Jang, nephew and son-in-law of Ali 
Vardi Khan. TieiIenthaler describes it as a grea~ and magni-

* Memoir of a Map of Hindostan, p. 345. 
t The date is fixed by a petition of the fakirs of Motijhil (preserved in the Nizamat or Murshidabad Agency letter-book for 

1789) setting forth that Shahamat Jang erected a mosque, 1Iladrasa and langarkhana or alms-house there iJ? that year. The 
langarkhana is no longer kept up by Government. 
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ficent palace. and the Muhammadan chroniclers. quoted by mosque and a moss-grown doorless building 65 feet long. 23 feet 
Stewart in his History of Bengal, tell us that it was a stately broad and 12 feet high, which is said to contain treasure. No 
pile ornamented with pillars of black marble (i.e., basalt) one, however, dares to break into it. for it is said that some 
brought from the. ruins . of G.aur. Af~: the death. of labourers who were employed in opening it died of spitting 
Nawazish Khan, hiS beaubful wife, Ghaslt~ Begam, resided blood as soon as they started work. There are also a 
here. until she was driven out by Siraj-ud-daula, who took Baraduari, said to have been erected by MIr Jafar in 1758. 
the palace and seized the treasures in it. An engagement took and the old city gate. both in a ruinous state. Only the 
place here in 1763 between Major Adams and MIr Kasim's plinth of the Sangidalan still exists. In a shed erected in the 
troops, in which the English stormed the lines held by the grounds a tombstone is preserved, which records the death of 
latter. a child. named Ewan Keating, on the 3rd March 1785. Pro-

It was in the Motijhil palace that Clive held the first bably he was a son of Mr. Christopher Keating. of Hunter's 
English Punya in May 1766, the young Nawab (Nazlm-ud- Rural Annals, who was appointed Mint Master at Murshidabad 
daula) sitting on the masnad with Clive, as Diwan, on his in 1774 and in 1793 was a Judge of the Court of Appeal. 
right hand. Next year the Punya was again held here with "Apart from historical associations Motijhil is well worth a 
greater pomp by Mr. Verelst in conjunction with. the new visit on account of its beauty. The lake curves round a long. 
Nawab Saif-ud-daula. The Punya, it may be explamed, was broad promontory, and its bright waters and verdant banks 
a ceremony of great state, at which the annual settlement form a charming spectacle on a spring morning. \Vhen the 
of the land revenue was made. All the great zemlndars attend- palace, with its colonnades, stood on the edge of the lake, and 
ed it, and paid homage and presented nazars to the Nawa~. the grounds were tended, as tradition says they were, by a 
Khilats were distributed, which were often of great value: III hundred gardeners, it must have been a pleasure-house fit 
1767 they amounted to over two lakhs. for Kubla Khan. An Englishman might, perhaps, prefer th~ 

At this time the palace was the official residence of the British ruddy cliffs and breezy upland of Rlingamliti, but a Bengali 
Resident at the Durbar, as we learn from a letter of would regard Motijhil as the most beautiful spot in the district, 
Mrs. Kindersley written from Motijhil in September 1766,* and as a Bhukailiis, or earthly paradise. The promontory 
when it was occupied by Mr. Sykes. Her account of i,t was is still known as the Agenti Bagh, or Agent's Garden but most 
as follows: of the fruit trees have disappeared."t 

"Just above Cossimbazar is Motte Gill (Mottee-pearl, Gill- To the east of Motijhil is Mubarak Manzil, an attractive 
lake, or the lake of pearl, one of the prettiest of the Maho- garden of the Nawab Bahadur. Here the supreme Criminal and 
medan Palaces, and now the habitation of the English Civil Courts (Nizamat Adalat and Sadar Diwani Adalat) and 
Resident at the Durbar: the spot has its name from a lake !lubsequently the provincial Court of Appeal were located. The 
of clear water which surrounds it on every side except one buildings were sold in 1831 to Nawab Humayun Jah, who also 
small entrance. It was made by a former Nabob of Murshida- bought up the adjoining lands, and converted them into a 
bad. In case of war, this was a place of security for his wives garden, in wh~ch he erected a bungalow. now called L~I 
and children to retire to. The buildings are in the style of Bangala, i.e., the red bungalow. On the terrace in front of thiS 
the country. Along the middle of the ground, at certain dis- bungalow stood till recently the masnad or throne of the 
tances, are different sets of apartments. Most of the rooms Nawab Nazim ; it has been removed to Calcutta, where it may 
are small and dark, but what I most disapprove of is the use- be seen in the Victoria Memorial Hall collection. The place is 
less expense they have been at for walls, for from every set also Fendalbagh or Findalbagh, probably after John Fendal, 
of apartments are extended two long heavy walls, which reach who was a Jud~e of the Sadar Diwani Adalat in 1817-19. In 
on each side to the water's edge; this is the taste in most of 1819 he was Chief Judge, and in the following year he became 
their palaces. The walls do not answer the purpose of our Member of Council. A building here is stll called the 
garden walls in England (for they plant no fruit-trees against Cutcherry, and close by, in a garden called Afzalbagh. on the 
them), nor any other purpose that I can conceive. but to divide bank of the Bansbari Bil, is a building, originally a powder 
the gardens into smaller parts and by the means lessen the magazine, which served as a jail. 
beauty and increase the heat. The most pleasing amongst their In the neighbourhood is Chunakhali, famous for its mangoes. 
buildings are those in the open style, apartments which are In a clearance here is the tomb of Masnad Auliya, near which 
not surrounded with a wall, but the roofs supported with is a stone with an inscription in the Tughra character bearing 
double and triple rows of light pillars, which have a very the date 1490 A.D. "North of Chunakhali and on the right-
elegant effect. We may easily suppOse that the Nabob, who hand side of the high road to Murshidabad," writes Beveridge in 
e~pended. such great sums of money to build, to plant, and to Old PI . M h'diib d CR' )' 
dig that lInmense lake, little foresaw that it should ever become aces", urs, - ii (alcutta evoew, 1892 , ' we come 

upon a magnificent avenue of debdiiru trees (Polialthia 
a place of residence for an English Chief, to be embellished and longifolia). An old Muhammadan, whom I met here, told me 
altered according to his taste. Much less could he foresee that that the trees had been planted by Ampiere (?) Saheb, who pre-
his. successors on the musnud should be obliged to court these ceded Lak (Loch?) Saheb, and that the avenue led to the 
Chiefs, t~at they should hold the Subahship only as a gift from Nishatbagh and the seat of the Nizamat, where Nawab Muzaffar 
the Enghsh, and be by them maintained in all the pageantry Jang ,(Muhammad Reza Khan) used to live. Murshidabad is 
without any of the power of royalty." 

a great place for trees. Nowhere in Bengal have I seen so many 
I?- 1768, Motijhil was temporarily abandoned in favour of fine banyan trees. There are also some fine mahogany trees 

MaJdapur on account of its unhealthy situation, but was re- near the Civil Courts at Berhampore and some good avenues. 
oc~upied later. John Shore, who was subsequently Lord But this avenue to Nishatbagh is the noblest of them all. In 
Telgnmouth, appears to have resided there in 1771-73 while other places, for instance, on the Karbala road leading to 
Resident at the Durbar. In a letter, dated 1st April 1772, Cossimbazar, the debdiirus spread out more, and are short, 
he describes himself as living in a garden house of the Nawab but here the trees are planted close together and stand up tall 
about 4 miles from Murshidabad, and says: -"Here I enjoy and unbending for nearly a mile on each side of the road. 
cooing doves, whistling blackbirds and a purling stream. I "If we go to the end of this avenue and turn to the right 
am quite solitary and, except once a week, see no one of and S.S.E., .we shall come, in about half a mile, to Chand 
Christian complexion." This is poetic license, for the purling Pahar, a circular tank with an island in the centre, which sup-
stream ~n only have been the Bhagirathi, which in the hot ported a Nawab's bungalow, and if we turn to the left and 
weather IS a mere thread of water. 

north-east, we come to Nishatbagh. or the garden of intoxicating 
According to the Riyazu-s-Saliitin, the place was in ruins pleasures, but which is now only a small hamlet, oc.cupied by 

when that work was written, i.e., as early as 1788. The goalas. Nishatbagh, says the translator of the Sair-ul-Muta-
only remains of Nawazish Khan's building consist of the khal'in, is an elegant seat, five miles from Murshidabad, built, 

-------------------* T~e original is in the British Museum. A copy of it was published by H. Beveridge in an article entitled Old Places in 
Murshzdiibtid, which appeared in the Calcutta Review of 1892. 

t H. Beveridge. Old Places in Murshidiibiid, Calcutta Review, 1892. 
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furnished and fitted in the English manner. Muhammad Reza Mahimapur, close to the Nashipur Rajbari, contains the 
Khan alias Nawab Muzaffar Jang, lived here, and carried on his residence of the famous banker Jagat Seth. Here Watts and 
duties as Diwan here though his family resided in the city, at Walsh met Mir Jatar and Raja Rai Durlabh three days after 
a place called Nausakhut* (newly built). It was at ~ishatbagh the battle of Plassey, and conferred concerning payment of 
that he was arrested in 1772, and removed to Calcutta." the amounts stipulated for by them before the battle was 

fought. Clive, Watts, Scrafton, Miran and Rai Durlabh were 
About three miles to the west of Motijhil, on the western also present here on 29th June 1757, when Clive repudiated the 

bank of the Bhagirathi (opposite Amaniganj) is the cemetery agreement with Omichand, who left the place a broken man. 
of All Vardi Khan, which bears the name of Khushbagh or The house is in ruins, the greater part of it having been swept 
garden of happiness. The cemetery consists of three walled away by the Bhagirathi. The Jain temple has suffered the 
enclosures. 'Ine outer of these is entered by a gateway from same fate, but some detached columns and arches, including 
the east side, in front of which are ruins of an old ghiit: which some Dutch tiles of excellent design and workmanship, may 
formerly led down to the Bhagirathi, when that river ran under still be seen in the new temple built by the present Jagat Seth. 
the walls. The wall facing the river is loopholed for musketry, A Hindu temple built by Harrakh Chand in 1801, which is 
and flanked by octagonal bastions. The grounds inside are laid adorned with porcelain tiles, is still extant, but part of it 
out as gardens, with hedges bordering the walks. In the outer collapsed in the earthquake of 1897. A mound overgrown with 
enclosure there .are eighteen tombs, only two of which have vegetation, and a marble cistern are all that remain of the 
any inscription. The middle of the three enclosures is the prin- Murshidabad mint, or, according to others, of the bank and 
cipal cemetery, and contains the remains of the ablest of the council hall. Not far off is a circular temple, with a brass 
Nawabs, All Vardi Khan, and of his grandson Siraj-ud-daula, finial, called Satichaura, which marks the site of a sati. 
whose mangled body was laid there after having been paraded 
through the city on an elephant and exposed to the view of his On the west bank of the Bhagirathi, a short distance below 
distracted mother Amina .l1egam. His widow, Begam Lutf.Ull- Mahimapur, stood the palace of Muradbagh, in which Clive 
nissa, who had accompanied her husband in his flight stayed when he came to after the battle of Plassey. "Colouel 
to Rajmahal, and had been afterwards banished to Dacca Clive did not enter the city till the morning of the 29th Jun~, 
with other ladies of the Court, was subsequently recalled and when escorted by a guard of 200 Europeans and 300 sepoyll, 
placed in charge of the cemetery of Khusbagh. Foster he took possession of the palace and garden of Muradbiigh, 
mentions, in 1781, that mullas were employed here to offer which had been allotted for his residence. Here he wau 
prayers for the dead, and that the widow of Siraj-ud-daula immediately waited upon by Miran, the son of MIr Jafar, whom 
used often to come to the tomb and perform certain ceremonies he shortly after accompanied to the palace at. Mansurgan j." t 
of mourning. She now lies buried in the mausoleum by the Warren Hastings resided at Muradbagh when Resident at the 
side of her husband. Murshidabad Durbar (1757-60), and though, as already stated, 

The tombs of the later Nawabs from Mir Jafar to Humayun later Residents lived at Motijhil, Muradbagh appears to have 
Jah, and also of Mani Begam (wife of Mir Jafar) and other been used again as a Residency in subsequent years. The 
Begams, are in the Nizamat cemetery at Jafarganj, a mile to report of Warren Hastil!gs' trial contains a letter from 
the north of the Nawab Bahadur's palace. The last Nawab Mr. Peter Speke, Resident at the Durbar, dated Muradbagh, 
Nazim, Feredun Jah (Saiyid Mansur All Khan), the grandfather 14th February 1788. Perhaps Muradbagh was the office and 
of the present Nawab Bahadur, who died in 1884, was also Motijhil the residence at this time, for in Mr. Ritchie's notes 
buried here-by a strange coincidence·, in the only vacant on the old records it is mentioned that in 1788 there were 
space left in the line of the Nawab Nazims' tombs-but the sleeping apartments at Motijhil and quarters at Muradbagh·t 
remains were subsequently reinterred at Karbela in accordance The greater part of the palace has been cut away by the river, 
with directions given in his will. and a portion only of its foundations remains. 

Almost opposite the Nizamat cemetery is the Deori, which On the same side of the Bhagirathi, opposite Jafarganj, were 
was the palace of Mir Jafar before his elevation to the masnad. the pleasure grounds of Hirajhil (meaning the diamond lake) 
The audience hall, since turned into an Imambara, and his and the palace of Mansurganj, which Siraj-ud-daula erected 
dwelling-house in the Mahalsarai still exist. Here the last with materials brought from the ruins of Gaur. 
secret audience before the battle of Plassey took place between The following story is told of its completion, to explain the 
him and Watts, the Chief of Cossimbazar, who was then name of Mansurganj:-As the building was nearly finished 
living at Murshidiibad and came in a piilki disguised as Siraj-ud-daula invited All Vardi to see it. When he came, 
a pardiiniishin lady. Here, too, Siraj-ud-daula was murdered Siraj-ud-daula locked him up in a room, and refused to release 
by Mil' Jafar's savage son, MIran. The murder, according to him unless the zamindars there paid a fine for their land. This 
the most authentic accounts, took place in the compound of request the Nawab was compelled to grant, and also to allow 
the Deori, but the room in which he was put to death has to his petulant grandson the privilege of erecting a granary. 
disappeared. Miran was killed by lightning on 2nd July 1760, This granary the people called Mansurganj, i.e., the Granary 
three years to a day after the murder. The palace, which was of the Victorious, i.e., of Siraj-ud-daula, who outwitted his 
made over to him by his father, continued to be the residence grandfather. The abwab or extraordinary taxation, extorted 
of his descendants. on this occasion, is said to have amounted to five lakhs. 

Nashipur Rajbari-To the north of Jafarganj is the It was from Mansurganj that Siraj-ud-daula set out for 
Nashipur Rajbari, the palace of Maharaja Ranajit Singh Plassey, and here he returned after the battle, before flying to 
of Nashipur. His ancestor was Devi Singh, who rendered Bhagwangola and thence up the Ganges. Here, too, Clive 
good service to Clive at Plassey, and subsequently became installed Mir Jafar on the masnad. "He accompanied Miran 
Secretary to the Provincial Council at Murshidabad and Diwan to the palace at Mansurganj; and, upon entering the hall of 
to the East India Company. He amassed much wealth by audience, he there found MIr Jafar, with a number of officers 
taking a farm of estates in Purnea, Rangpur and Dinajpur, and the, principal inhabitants of the city, expecting his arrival. 
but the ryots of Rangpur having risen in rebellion in 1783, At one end of the hall was placed the masnad of Siraj-ud-daula, 
was removed from his offices. Devi Singh, who died in 1805, which MIr Jafar appearing to avoid, Colonel Clive took him 
lived in a village near Bokhara railway station. His successor, by the hand, and leading him to it, seated him thereon. He 
Raja Udawant Singh, transferred the family residence first then presented him with a salver of gold mohurs and con-
to Ghiasabad, and then to Nashipur (in the Lalbagh sub- gratulated him on his accession to the masnad of Bengal. 
division, 9 miles north-east of Jiaganj). The Rajbari was Bihar and Orissa. This example was followed by all the 
erected by Raja Kirticha~d Bahadur, who succeeded Udwant persons present; and the event was announced to the public 
Singh in 1850. by the discharge of cannon and the sounds of martial music." § 
------------------------------------------------------------

* This is in the part that used to be called Kolaria. 
t Stewart's History of Benga,l {lS13), pp. 5~-4. 
t H. Beveridge, Old Places in Murshidiibad, Calcutta Review, 
§ Stewart's Jiistory of Bengal (1813), p. 534. 
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Mansurganj continued to be MIr Jafar's palace until his depo
sition in 1761. 

Here were the famous treasure vaults of Siraj-ud-daula, 
whch gave rise to Clive's famous saying about his moderation. 
"Consider the situation in which the victory of Plassey had 
placed me. A great prince was dependen~ on my pleasur.e. 
An opulent city lay at my mercy. Its rIchest bankers bid 
against each other for my smiles. I wall~ed thro~gh vaults 
which were thrown open to me alone, plIed on eIther hand 
with gold and jewels. Mr. Chain)1an, at this moment I stand 
astonished at my own moderation." That this was no idle 
vaunt is clear from the account given by Raymond, the tran
slator of the Sair-ul-Mutlikharin. He states that Mr. Walsh, 
the Commissary of the Army, informed him that he accompanied 
Colonel Clive. Mr. Watts, the Resident, Mr. Lushington, 
Ram Chand the writer, and Naba Krishna the munshi, went 
into the vaults of the palace. They found stored up. there 
£176000 in silver, £230,000 in gold, two chest of gold mgots, 
iour ~hests of set jewels, and two smaller ones, containing loose 
stones and gems. It is supposed, however, that this was only 
the oute-r treasury, and that the English were deceived by their 
astute Bengali associates. 'The custom,' says the chronicler, 
'was common even with private men of keeping the more preci
ous articles, as well as the bulk of the coined money, within the 
zanana or women's apartment'. This inner treasury of 
Siraj-ud-daula is asserted to have contained eight millon pounds 
sterling. The whole of this enormous sum is said to have been 
distributed between MIr Jafar, Ram Chand, Naba Krshna, and 
Amin Beg Khan. It is not probable that the new Nawab suc
ceeded in retaining much of his share, but we know enough 
about the circumstances of the others to render this marvellous 
story not altogether incredible. Ram Chand, at the time of 
the battle of Plassey, was a writer on Rs. 60 a month. He 
died ten years afterwards, left worth £720,000 in cash and bills; 
and he also left 400 large pots, eighty of which contained gold 
and the rest silver, £180,000 in land, and jewels to the yalue 
of £200,000. 

With the exception of a few broken walls and foundations, 
the Bhagirathi has swept the whole palace away, and the 
Hirajhil is no longer a lake. The ruin of the palace was, 
according to the Riyazu-s-Saliitin, complete at the time it was 
written, i.e., by 1788. 

The largest mosque in good repair is the Chauk Masjid in 
the Chaul<;, or cl!.ief market of the city, to the south-east of the 
Nawab Bahadur's palace. It was built in 1767 by Mir Jafar's 
wife, Mani Begam, on the site of the Chahal Satun or 
audience hall of Murshid Kuli Khan. The site of Murshid Kuli 
Khan's palace is in Kolaria to the east of the Nawab 
Bahadur's palace. There is a mosque here which was erected 
in 1731-32 by his wife Naseri Banu Begam, who is buried in 
a vault under the stairs leading to the terrace. The mosque 
was rebuilt in the first half of the nineteenth century. 

Nashipur-See article on Murshidabad. 
Raghunathganj-See article on Jangipur. 
Rangamati-Village in the Sadar subdivision situated on 

the west bank of the Bhagirathi, 6 miles south of Berhampur. 
The land here rises into bluffs, 30 to 40 feet high, which form 
the only elevated ground in the neighbourhood and are very 
conspicuous from the river. Old traditions and the remains 
which have been found here point to its having been the site 
of an ancient town. Its legendary history has been set forth 
by Captain Wilford and Captain Layard in articles contributed 
to the Asiatic Society of Bengal. The former writes in the 
Transactions of the Society (Vol. IX, p. 89):-

"Tradition says that the king of Lanka invaded Bengal with 
a powerful fleet and sailed up the Ganges as far as Rangamati, 
then called Kusumapuri, and a considerable place, where the 
king or Maharaja often resided. The invaders plundered the 
country and destroyed the city. This happened long before 
the invasion of Bengal by the Muhammadans in 1204 A.D." 
Captain Layard, in The Asiatic Society's Journal, No.3, 1853, 
says:-"Rangamati, anciently named the ,city of Kansonapurl 
(sic), is said to have been built many hundreds of years ago 
by a famous Maharaja of Bengal named Kurun* Sen, who 

* Kama, according to Hunterian spelling. 
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resided chiefly at Gaur. Many interesting spots, connected 
with legends and traditions of the ancient city, are still pointed 
out, such as the Demon's Mount and the Rajbari or palace 
of Kurun Sen. The remains of the greater part of the Rajbari 
are distinctly traceable on three sides, although now under 
cultivation; the fourth has disappeared in the river. On the 
eastern face of the Rajbari there stood, a few years ago, the 
ruins of a very old gateway, with two large entrances, called 
by the people of the neighbouring village of Jadupur the burj 
or tower. It has now entirely disappeared, having crumbled 
away with the falling bank into the rapid stream belo'Y'" 

The last Hindu Raja is said to have drowned himself, with 
all his family, in the Chauti Bil on the approach of the Muham
madan invaders. Beveridge identifies Rangamati with the 
capital of the kingdom of Kamasuvama visited by the Chinese 
pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang in the seventh century A.D. An account 
of Hiuen Tsiang's visit is given below from Thomas Walters' 
Yuan Chwang's Travels in India (Royal Asiatic Society, 
London, Chapter XVI). 

The pilgrim goes on to tell that from Tamralipti he travelled 
north-west for over 700 Ii to the Kie(ka)-lo-na-su-fa-la-na (or 
Karnasuvarna) country. This was about 4450 Ii in circuit 
and its capital was above 20 li in circuit. The country was 
well inhabited and the people were very rich. The land was 
low and moist, farming operations were regular, flowers and 
fruits were abundant; the climate was temperate, and the 
people were of good character and were patrons of learning. 
There were more than ten Buddhist mOJiasteries, and above 
2000 Brethren who were all adherents of the Sammatiya 
School; there were 50 Deva-Temples and the followers of the 
various religions were very numerous. There were also three 
Buddhist monasteries in which in accordance with the teaching 
of DevadaUa milk products were not taken as food. Beside 
the capital was the Lo-to-wei (or mol-chin Monastery, a 
magnificent and famous establishment, the resort of illustrious 
Brethren. It had been erected by a king of the country 
before the country was converted to Buddhism to honour a 
Buddhist sramana from South India who had defeated in 
public discussion a boasting disputant of another system also 
from South India. This bullying braggart had come to the city 
and strutted about with his stomach protected by copper 
sheathing to prevent him from bursting with excessive learning, 
and bearing OIl his head a light to enlighten the ignorant and 
stupid. He prevailed until the king urged the stranger sramana 

·to meet him in discussion, the king promising to found a Bud
dhist monastery if the sramana were victorious. Near this 
monastery were several topes built by Asoka at spots where 
the Buddha had preached and also a shrine (ching-she) where 
the Four Past Buddhas had sat and walked for exercise. 

This passage presents some serious difficulties. According to 
the narrative in the Life our pilgrim did not go from Pundavar
dhana east to Kamarupa, thence south to Samatata, thence west 
to Tamralif-ti, and thence north-west to Karnasuvarna, but he 
went straight from Pundavardhana south-east 900 li to Kama
suvama, from that on south-east to Samatata, and thence west 
above 900 Ii to Tamralipti. But there is nothing in the text 
of the Records to indicate that the pilgrim did not actually 
proceed by the route which he has qescribed in the text of our 
passage. Notwithstanding the statements of our text, however, 
we must consider him to have travelled in the manner indicated 
in the Life. His location of Karnasuvama in the passage before 
us is not in agreement with the rest of the narrative, and we 
must apparently regard that place as 700 Ii to the north-east 
instead of north-west of Tamralipti. The name of the country, 
wrongly rendered by the pilgrim "Gold ear" and the name of 
its wicked king Sasanka, with whom we have met already, are 
found in. the Gupta Inscription. The country was evidently at 
one time a large and powerful kingdom, and a rival of Magadha. 

With reference to the Brethren who abstained from the use 
of milk, curds, as articles of food our pilgrim's statement that 
they did so as followers of Devadatta may have been the sugges
tion of a Mahayanist Brother. All Mahayanists were supposed 
to abstain from milk food, and I-Ching states expressly that 
it is unlawful food. 
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Tho magnificent monastery near the capital, of which the 
pilgrim gives some account, is called by him in some texts 
Lo-to-wei-chih explained as meaning "Red clay", and julien 
restores the original as Raktavit~. But the correct reading is 
Lo-to-mo-chih that is Raktamrita, in Pali Rattamattika, which 
means "Red clay". The haughty conceited pundit with 
copper sheathing to keep his learning ~ his stomach, and 
the light on his head in pity for the ignorant people who lived 
in darkness, occurs in several Buddhist works. One of the 
best known of these men is the father of Sariputra, the descrip
tion of whom recalls in several points the passage in our text, 
but Sariputra's {ather overcomes his competitor in discussion. 

Cunningham thought that the chief city of this country 
"must be looked for along the course of the Subarna-riksba 
river sornewhere about the districts of Singhbhum and 
Barabhum", and he adds-uBara Bazar is the chief town in 
Barabhum, and as its position corresponds very closely with 
that indicated by Hiuen Tsiang, it may be accepted as the 
approximate site of the capital in the seventh century". 
Fergusson does not accept this identification and writes-
"The kingdom of Ka.rna Souvarna, I take it, comprehended 
the northern part of Burdwan, the whole of Birbhum, and 
the :province of Murshidabad, including all those parts of the 
distncts of Krishnaghur and jessore which were then suffi
ciently raised above the waters of the Ganges to be habitable" . 

It is said that there was a proposal to build the English 
barracks here, instead of at Berhampur, and that the ?-esign 
was abandoned, because the place was on the wrong slde of 
the river for the control of Murshidiibad. This need hardly 
have been an objection in Clive's time, for Murshidabad then 
lay on both sides of the river, and the Nawab's palace of 
Mansurganj was on the west side. Probably the fact of the 
Calcutta roa~ being on the east side of the river was a more 
serious objection. At a later period, it was proposed to make 
the place a sanatorium for the troops and some land was 
acquired for the purpo~ near the old Raj?ari. The Ea~t 
India Company had a SIlk factory here, whIch was sold In 
1835 with 1,500 bighas of land attached to it, for Rs. 21,000. 
It passed into the hands of the Bengal Silk Company, which 
has stopped work in the beginning of this century and closed 
the filature; it was advertised for sale in December 1912. 
In the compound is a monument to one Edward Close, who 
died in 1790 from the charge of a wild buffalo. 

The most of the Rajbari may still be seen though it is dry 
for the greater part of the year. A mutilated image, of which 
Captain Layard gave a sketch, is also to be seen under a 
magnificent old banyan tree, but the jamuna tank, where it 
was found, has dried up. The high red bluff on which the 

silk filature stands, bears on its face remains of pottery and 
pieces of brick, at points seven or eight feet below the present 
surface. Well rings may be seen still lower down, which, 
however, may have been always underground. Much of the 
country round about is covered with broken bricks, and there 
are many mounds and silted-up tanks, while gold coins and 
goM rings have been dug up. 

"Rangarnati," writes Beveridge in Old Places in Murshidii
bad (Calcutta Review, 1892), "is probably th.e most 
picturesque spot in Murshidabad. It stands high and is cons
picuous from a great distance, and it combines the scenery 
of Eastern and West Bengal. The situation of the factory 
bungalow is very fine. It is near the edge of the cliffs, and 
cO.!llmands a view to the eastward of a vast savannah dotted 
with trees and cattle, and with the Bhaglrathi winding 
through it. To the west we have an undulating woodland 
which reminds us of England." 

Sagardhighi-Village in the Jangipur subdivision, situated 
10 miles north-east of Azimganj, with which it is connected 
by the Azimganj branch line of the Eastern Railway. South 
of the railway is a large tank, about three-quarters of a mile 
in length, which is said to have been excavated by a Raja 
named Mahipal. Tradition says that, after Raja Mahipal had 
excavated the tank, the water would not rise. He was told iIi 
a dream that if a potter named Sagar went into the middle of 
the excavation and struck a blow with a mattock, the water 
would rise. He sent for Sagar, who agreed to make the trial, 
provided the people of the countryside were assembled to 
witness .it, and that a canoe was ready for him to escape 
by. Thls was agreed to, and Sagar went into the middle and 
struck one blow, whereupon the water rushed up with such 
rapidity as to drown both him and his canoe. The tank is a 
b~re and univiting looking ~heet of water, rectangular in shape 
wlth the longer arm mnnrng east-west and unbeautified by 
trees or ghats. The villagers regard it with dread and do not 
cast nets in it. They do not speak well of its water and 
p!ef~r that of the La~hka!dighi, which. is south-west of S~gar
dlghl and about half lts Slze. They WIll not even bathe 1D it, 
which is not, however, to be wondered at, for it is said to 
contain crocodiles. 

Though Mahipal dug the tank, his palace was not on its 
banks, but according to some at some distance to the north
east at a place called Hukarhat, and according to other, at a 
village, named Mahipal after him, a little to the north of the 
Barala railway station. Mahipal has been identified with 
Mahipiila of the Pala dynasty, who ruled in the eleventh 
century A.D. 

Saidabad-See Cossimbazar. 
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Note 1 

THE CITY OF MURSHIDABXD 

Extract from Pages 27-9 of RIYAZU-S-SXLATIN, 

A HISTORY OF BENGAL 
By GhuHim Husaip. Salim 

The city of Mur§hidabad is a large town situated on the 
banks of the river Bhagirati. Both banks of the river are 
populated. 

Murshidabad was the latest Muhammadan Capital of Bengal, 
its immediate predecessor for over 100 years being Dacca ?r 
JahangIrnagar, in Eastern Bengal. In 1704 A.C., Murshid 
Quli Khan also known as Jafar Khlin (then the Mughul 
Diwan) falling out with Prince Azim-us-shlin, the Mughul 
Viceroy or Nawab at Dacca, transferred the seat of govern
ment from Dacca to the little town of Makhsiisabad, and 
named the place after himself "Murshidaoad." After the 
battle of Plassey in 1757 A.C., Clive on entering Murshidabad 
describes it thus: "This city is as extensive, populous, and 
rich as the city of London ... The inhabitants, if inclined to 
destroy the Europeans, might have done so with sticks and 
stones." Even after the battle of Plassey. Murshidabad 
remained for some years the seat of administration. The 
result of the battle of Plassey was at the time appreciated 
both by Clive and the people, for the reason that it ended the 
misrule of Sirajudaula, who had rendered himself obnoxious 
both to the people and the English by his youthful pranks 
and vagaries; it was not regarded at the time as interfering 
with Musulman sovereignty: it merely affected the substitution 
of a new Nawab (MIr Jafar) for Sirajudaula. In 1765, the 
East India Company received the grant of Dlwani or financial 
administration of Bengal. Behar, and Orissa from the Mughul 
Emperor of Delhi, Shah Alam, and in the following year 
Lord Clive, as the Emperor's Diwan, presided in person at 
the Puniya. or annual collection and settlement of revenues. 
On this occasion, the young Nawab Nazim (as administrative 
and military representative of the Mughul Emperor of Delhi) 
sat on the masnad, with the Diwan (Lord Clive) on his. right 
hand. The work of administration still remained in the hands 
of Muhammadan officials. In 1772, Warren Hastings removed 
the Supreme, Civil, and Criminal Courts from Murshidiiblid 
to Calcutta, but after three years the Criminal court (Nizamat 
Adalat) was re-transferred to Murshldabad, and it was only in 
1790, under Lord Cornwallis, that the entire revenue, civil, 
and criminal staff were posted in Calcutta. The Murshldablid 
Mint, the recognized emblem of metropolitan supremacy, was 
abolished in 1799. Thenceforth, Murshidliblid has been left 
only as the residence of the Nawab, a descendant of 
Mir Jafar, and now it has ceased to be of importance. In 
the beginning, a merchant named Makhsiis Khan built a serai 
or guest-house there, and ca]]ed the place Makhsiisabad. The 
houses of a few shop-keepers were placed there. In the reign 
of Emperor Aurangzib Alamgir, Nawab Jafar Khan Nasiri, 

who held the office of Dlwim of Orissa, received the title of 
Kartalab Khan and obtained the office of Diwlin of Bengal. 
After his arrival at JahangIrnagar, otherwise called phlikah 
(Dacca), which at that time was the Viceregal CapItal ~nd 
where from before Prince Azim-u-shan, who had been appomt
ed Viceroy by Emperor Aurangzib (as will be set forth here
after) lived, finding that he (Jafar !Shan) could not pull on 
with the Prince, put forward the pretext that the mahals of 
Bengal were at a long dist~n~ fro:n that place (Dacca), 
separated himself from assocIatlon WIth the pnnce, and esta~
lished himself at Makhsiisabiid, and placed there the Amlas 
of Zamindars, and Qifriuiigos and other officials employed in 
connection with the Revenue Administration of Crownlands. 
And at DugharIah, which was quite a wilderness, ~e e:ected 
a palace, established the Board of Revenue (Dewankhanah) 
and the Court of Exchequer, and made collections of the 
Imperial revenue. And when he was appointed permanently 
Subahdar (Viceroy) of Bengal and Orissa in addition to ~he 
office of Diwlin, with the title of Mur§hid Qiili Khan and WIth 
the gift of a valuable Khil'at, and of the standard and the 
Naqarah (a royal drum) and the advancemeI_lt of Mansab, 
on arrival at Makhsiisabad, he improved the CIty, and called 
it after his own name "Murshidiibad." And establishing a 
mint* there, he had the words "struck at Murshidabad" 
inscribed on the coins. From that time, this city became the 
Viceregal seat. It is a beautiful city. I~s inhabitants,. in the 
society of the Siibahdlirs, being thrown mto contact WIth the 
people of Delhi, in point of refinement of manners and con
versation, resemble the people of Hindiistan, unlike those of 
other parts of Bengal. Amongst its buildings, n~lDE? that ~as 
seen was noteworthy, except the Imambarah bUlldmg, whIch 
was erected by Nawab Sirajuddaulah. Its I?raise is beyond 
description; its equal is not to be found !n the whole of 
Hindiistan. Although at present one-tenth of it does not 
exist, yet a remnant of it is a fair specimen of the original 
edifice. These two verses of Maulana Urfi Shirazi,' (May 
peace of God on him r) being found to be apposite to the 
present case, are transcribed below :-

How much of morning is known to thee at its gate, 
In that in its. neighbourhood, the sunset has no access; 
Wonderful is the fairness of the building, that in 

gazing at it, 
The glance does not tum back to the socket from 

the sight of the wall I 
And the palaces of MiitijhTI' and HirajhTI, which were most 

beautiful, at present have been dug up from their foundations, 
and are in complete ruin. 

* It may be of interest to note here that the following mint towns existed in Bengal during the earliest Muhammadan 
kings: (1) LahllnautI, (2) Firuzabad (Panduah), (3) Satgaon, (4) Shahr-i-Nau (not identified), (5) Ghiyaspur, (6) Sunar
gaon, (7) Mauzzamabad (i.e., Sylhet or Mymensingh), (8) Fathabad (Faridpiir town), (9) Khalifatabad (Bagerhat town in 
Jessore). and (to) Husainabad (probably close to Gaur) (See Thomas' "Initial Coinage"_ and Blochmann's -Con~ributio~s). 

1 Urfi was a famous persian poet of Shiraz, attached to the Court of Emperor Jahanglr. He possessed poetlcal gemus of a 
high order, and was much appreciated by the Emperor. I published an English translation of some of his "Odes" or "Qusaid", 
many years ago. 

• The palace of MutijhTI was for several years, after the installation of Nawab Mir Jafar, the residence of the British Political 
Resident attached to the Court of the Nawab Nazims of Bengal. 
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Note 2 

OLD PLACES IN MURSIDOABAD 

By H. Beveridge 
Extract from ''THE CALCUTT A REVIEW" 

volume XCIV, January 1892, pp. 322-45. 

I confess to having a sneaking kindness for that curious old 
volume-The Bengal Obituary. Dr. Busteed speaks of its 
melancholy pages, but to me they are interesting, and I only 
wish there were more of them. 

The book was published by Holmes and ·Co., the Cossitollah 
Undertakers, in 1848, and is, in the words of its title-page, 
"A Record to Perpetuate the Memory of Departed \,,:,or:th ; 
being a compilation of Tablets and Monumental I~scnp!lo~~ 
from various parts of the Bengal aqd Agra PreSIdenCIes. 
For the Calcutta churches and graveyards it is full and valu
able, but unfortunately it is very imperfect as regards mofussil 
monuments and inscriptions. The compilers seem to have 
depended for them on contributions from correspondents, and 
these were apparently exceedingly superficial. Perhaps a 
second volume, or a second -edition, would have remedied this. 
In the last sentence of their preface, the compilers express 
the hope that they may be liberally patronised, as this will 
encourage them to offer a second volume by way of continua
tion of materials for the same being under course of arrange
ment." I am afraid this hope was not realised, for no second 
volume appeared. Probably the publication came at an 
inopportune time, for 1848 was a period of commercial distress 
in Calcutta. 1£ the materials, which the compilers speak of, 
still exist, I hope that their successors will publish them. 

It seems to me, however, that the work of collecting the 
inscdptions of British India is one which might be undertaken 
by Government. Why should there not be a Corpus Inscrip
tionum Indiae Britannicae, giving the epitaphs of the men 
who lived and died to build up Bdtish India? They would be 
better reading than the bland platitudes of Asoka. Here and 
there we have such records. Mr. Clay, for instance, has, in 
the Statistics of the Dacca Division, given us the inscriptions 
in the Dacca graveyard, and Mr. Eastwick made a praise
worthy attempt, in Murray'S hand-book, to collect the most 
interesting inscriptions in Bengal. I intend, in the present 
article, to mention those in the district of Murshidabad. It 
is time that something should be done, for not only are many 
inscriptions becoming illegible, but not to speak of tablets 
which have been converted into currystones, monuments are 
always being carried away by those grim wolves, the rivers 
of Bengal, who with privy paw daily devour apace, and 
nothing said. 

At Sadukhali, in this district, there were some graves which 
are marked as "Old English tombs" in the survey map, and 
which I have been told by natives were the graves of 
Sahebs, and were, as such, broken into by thieves 
in ques-t of treasure. It seems to me not improbable 
that they were the graves of the soldiers who were 
killed at Plassey, or who afterwards died of their wounds. 
Plassey is only six miles to the south, and it is difficult to 
see what Englishmen's tombs they could be if they were not 
those of the heroes of Plassey. We know from Onne that 
Clive did not halt after the battle, but marched on to Dadpur, 
where he arrived at 8 P.M. Dadpur is almost the same as 
Sadukhali, only the latter is (or rather was, for the whole 
place has disappeared) nearer the river. Clive had boats 
with him, and the dead and dying may have been brought up 
in them and interred at Sadukhali. But whatever the tombs 
were, they have now disappeared into the Bhagirathi. The 
only English grave now in the neighbourhood is in the grounds 
of the Dadpur Indigo Factory. It is inscribed :_ 

"To the Memory of T. W. Madden (? J" 
The n is obliterated, and all the rest of the inscription. 

Kasimbazar Graveyards.-The oldest European .. insc_ription 
in the district is that of Daniel van Der Muyl In the 
Dutch burial-ground "at Kalkapur. The date is 16th May, 
1721. Kalkapur was the Dutch settlement at Kasimbazar, 
and is the Colcapoor of Hedges' Diary. pp. 41. 89,. 122. 
Father Joseph Tieffenthaler speaks of the vast. and magll1fic~nt 
buildings of the Dutch at this place. but nothmg now rema~ns 
except the burial-ground. It is in good order and contams 
several tombs with Dutch inscriptions. None of these: ho_w
ever, is of special interest. The finest tomb has no lllscnp
tion. It is an elegantly designed monument-;-the handsom.est 
in the district-and consists of two tiers of pillars, supportmg 
a ribbed cupola with bull's-eye openings and finial. There is 
a vault beneath; so possibly the inscription is there. ~olon~l 
Gastrell says, in his Survey Report, that there are m thIS 
neighbourhood the remains of a Catholic chapel and a nun
nery; but I have not been able to find them. 

The oldest English inscriptions come from .the Kasit;Ib';Lzar 
Residency. Two were removed when the ReSIdency bmldmgs 
were sold, and are in Mr. Lyall's compound at Babulbuna 
near Berhampore. One is dated 1737, and i.s to. th~ me;mory 
of the wife of Mr. George Gray. The IDscnptlOn IS as 
follows :-

Hic jacet corpl!S pie et vere 
Egregaie dominae Isabellae Gray, 
Uxoris domini Georgij Gray, 
Quae obiit'September 9, 1737. 

Mr. Gray was probably the chie~ ~f Maldah, and afterwa:t;ds 
Member of the Council of Fort WIlham. He quarrelled WIth 
Lord Clive and left the country in 1766. The other is dated 
1741 and is to the memory of Mary, Mrs. Charles Adams. 
and 'her infant children. 

The Residency graveyard at .Kasimbazar contains ~everal 
interesting monuments. Pre-emment among them IS the 
monument erected by Warren Hastings to. _his first wife. 
According to Gastrell's Report, p. 12, the ongmal inscription 
ran thus:-

This 

To the Memory of 
Mrs. WARREN HASTINGS 

And her daughter ELIZABETH 
She died the 11th July, 1759 
In the 2* year of her age. 

monument was erected by her husband 
Warren Hastings, esq., 

In due regard to her memory. 

The inscription appears to have become obliterated and 
now stands as follows:-

In Memory of 
Mrs. May Hastings and her daughter Elizabeth 

Who died 11th July 1759 in the 2 year of her age. 
This monument was erected by her husband 

Warren Hastings 
In due regard to her memory. 

Subsequently rest9red by Government of Bengal, 1863. 
The "who" in this inscription is apparently a mis~ake, and 

makes it at first doubtful whether the reference IS to the 
mother 'or the daughter. But the latter, as we learn from 
Gleig. survived her birth for only nine~eei1 days: The first 
Mrs. Hastings was a widow when Hastmgs mamed her. A 
Captain Campbell had been her husband, and probablyt he 
was the officer of that name who was accidentally shot at 

* So in original, no second figure to mark the unit.-Note by COLONEL GASTREL~. 
t Colonel Broome, p. 84, states positively that this was Mrs. Hasting's husband. HIS Christian name was Dugald. 
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Budge-Budge, in December, 1756. The second figure must 
have been left out because the exact age was unknown. In 
the same cemetery there is a monument to a Mr. Dugald 
Campbell, who died at Rang~mati, 6th Octo~er, 1782, aged 
32. perhaps he was a conneXlOn of Mr:; .. HastIngs. A char~
ing thing happened on .my first VISIt to the .grave . of 
Mrs. Hastings and her mfant daughter. The pInfold-ltke 
graveyard stands a little way off the road, among waste land 
and jungle, and has a melancholy and. deserted look. The 
gate is at the north, and the tomb, WhICh has a pent roof, 
made of slabs of black stone, and, is shaped somewhat like a 
"Noah's Ark," is at the southern end, close against the wall. 
The grass was growing long and rank amon.g the flat tomb
stones, and I picked my way carefully, steppmg from stone to 
stone, so as to avoid treading on a possible cobra. But, when 
I got across and stooped down to enter under the roof, there 
was a fluttering of wings, and 10, a do;'"e flew out of the ark, 
as it were. I looked round, and there, m the corner of a le~ge 
running round the inside, was her nest with two snow whIte 
eggs ~n it : 

Several tombstones are without inscriptions. On one is 
written:-

Here lieth the body of 
Mrs. SARAH MATTOCKS, 

Who departed this life the 4th October, 1788. 
Aged 27 years. 

Much lemented (5ic) by hir (sic) husband 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mattocks. 

Was the grand-daughter of the great 
John Hampden, Esq., of St. James, Westminster. 

There must be some mistake here, for Hampden was killed 
at Chalgrove in 1643, and Mrs. Mattocks was not born till 
nearly 120 years afterwards. It does not appear either why 
Hampden should be described as of St. James', Westminster. 
One inscription is interesting on account of the great age of the 
deceased. It is to a Charles Crommelin, who died 25th Decem
ber, 1788, aged eighty-one. There is a monument to. a 
Mr. Lyon Prager, Diamond Merchant and Inspector of IndIgo 
and Drugs, who died at the age of 47, on 12th May, 1793, 
"having fallen a sacrifice to the severe heat of the climate from 
travelling in a palanquin from Calcutta." There are inscrip
tions in Persian and Nagari below the English one. 

To the north of the graveyard, and separated from it by a 
road, is the site of the Kasimbazar Residency. It is known by 
the name of the Residency Hatta Bagan, and is, as the name 
implies, an orchard. On the north side of it are the remains of 
an earthen rampart. I could not find any other signs of civi
lised occupancy in the neigbhourhood, except that a rayat 
pointed out to me a bit of elevated ground, as the Phansitolla, 
or gibbet-hill. The Phansitolla is a nishan, or mark, of most 
old stations in India. 

The river formerly flowed past Kasimbazar and just to the 
north of the Residency. We are told that it deserted this bed 
about 1813, and that this c_?used a pestilence, and the depopula
tion of Kasimbazar. But it is a curious thing that this river 
bed is called the Katigang, as if it were an artificial channel, 
and there is a tradition that the Sahebs cut the channel and 
brought it out a little to the north of Farasdanga. A khal still 
exists there and is used by small boats in the rains. The Kasim
bazar river was never a stream of much account in historical 
times, and was navigable only for a few months in the year. 
When M. M. Bernier and Tavernier came to Sooty, in February, 
1666, the former had to proceed to Kasimbazar by land on ac
count of an obstruction in the navigation (11., 78, ed. of 1677). 
Elsewhere (II, 261) Tavernier calls the river a canal, and says 
it is 15 leagues in length. Hedges (1., 77) writes that, on 
12th April, 1683, he got to Nadiya, and that the river above 
this was full of shoals. On the 14th idem he arrived at Maula, 
about 3 kos short of 'Kasimbazar, and went from thence by 
paZki. Maula is Mahala, which is pronounced, and often spelt, 
Mowlah ; and it may be mentioned, for the credit of the 

bearers who seem to have taken several hours to convey 
Hedges: that the distance to Kasimbazar is 9 or 10 miles. 

Just to the west of the Residency there is a very fine banyan 
tree with its branches interwined among the walls of a broken 
mosq_ue. Furtherwest is ~al~apur, and about. a m~le beyond 
is the Armenian church, bmlt m 1758 by KhwaJah Mmas,* now 
disused except that a priest comes once a year from Calcutta 
to offer' prayers for a deceased benefactor in accordance with his 
bequest. The chu.rch is 9-edicated to the Virgil?- Mary, an9- is a 
quaint and pathetic lookIng structure. There IS an old plcture 
over the altar, and there are a number of curious small paint
ings on the wooden gradients. pnder the altar is a tank .for 
baptising converts, and another m the ves~ry f,?r .the ~aptIsm 
of infants. There are many graves and mscnptIons 10 and 
around the church, but they are mostly in Armenian. Many 
of them give dates according to the Aremenia(?) epoch. 

The French had also a settlement at Kasimbazar, or rather 
at Syedabad. It lay still further to the west tl;a~ the Dutch 
and English settlements and, close to the eXIstmg channel 
of the Bhagirathi. The place is still calkd Farasdanga (the 
French height). In Tieffenthaler's work there is a plate 
(No. XXXI), showing the three settlements and a~so the 
Armenian church. The posta, or terrace, represented III front 
of the Aedes Gallorum, t is, perhaps, the walls of strong 
masonry which have now more than half fallen into the 
Bhagirathi. It is said that I?upleix was once at Syedab~d, 
and certainly Law was here III 1756. Law was o~ Scottish 
origin and seems to have possessed Scotch sagaclty. Had 
Sirajah-ud-Daula listened to him, the result of the battle of 
Plassey might have been different. In the Nizamut records, 
there is a letter of August, 1781, from the Governor-General 
to Mr. Pott, the Resident at Murshidabad, directing, with 
reference to a letter from Mr. Dangereux to the Nawab, that 
the French at Syedabad be restored to all the rights and 
privileges which they enjoyed before the late war. A little 
to the south-west of Farasdanga is Kunjaghatta, the residence 
of Maharaja Nunda Kumar's descendant, Durga Nath Roy. 
It does not appear that Nunda Kumar ever lived here, except 
as an occasional lodging. His home was at Bhadrapur, on the 
other side of the river, and now in the district of Birbhum. 

Berhampore Graveyard-The principal Berhampore grave
yard is situated at Babulbuna, about a mile to the north-east 
of the barracks. It contains several interesting monuments, 
Creighton of Goamalti, who was the fir~t t'? make grave. of 
William Grant, of Chandny. Mr. LQng, In hIS valuable article 
"The Banks of the Bhagirathi" (G.R., Vol. VI), remarks 
(page 433), that Grant was a friend and kindred spirit of 
Creighton, and was buried only a month after him. But the 
interval was even shorter, Creighton dying on 2nd October, 
1807, and Grant on the 23rd idem. Probably they left 
Maldah together in bad health, for Chandny was one of the 
Goamalti factories, and was situated on the Pagla, about three 
miles south of Gaur. 

I have already published Creighton's inscription, (C.R., 
No. 183, page 153). The one on Grant's tomb is evidently 
by the same hand. t It records that he left Rs. 40,000 for the 
purpose of supporting Christianity, and of translating the 
scriptures into the Eastern languages. He died at the age of 
38, and Creighton at 44. In their deaths they were not 
divided. Near at hand there are the graves of a Robert 
Creighton (ob. 1828), a civilian, who was perhaps a son of 
Henry, and his wife and daughter. Mrs. Sherwood's child 
is buried here. The inscription is :-

To the Memory of 
HENRY SHERWOOD, 

Infant son of Henry Sherwood, Esq., 
Paymaster, His Majesty's 53rd Regiment, 

And Mary Martha Sherwood, his wife, 
Who was born at Dinapore on Christmas Day, 1805, 

And died at Berhampore, July 22nd 1807. 
Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid them not, 

For of such is the kingdom of Heaven. 

* According to another account, it was built by a Mr. Peter Aratoon. 
t Tieffenthaler wrote in Latin. 
t Probably Charles Grant wrote both. 
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It is often said that this Henry was the original of the hero 
of Little Henry and his Bearer; but this cannot be altogether 
correct, for he died when only nineteen months old, and could 
never have held conversations with Boosy. The Henry of the 
story lived till he was eight years and sllven montbs old. 
There can be no doubt, however, that Mrs. Sherwood was 
thinking of her own child when she wrote the story, and 
that this supplied the pathetic note, which otherwise would be 
wanting. "The first word that Little Henry tqed to say was 
Boosy ; and when he was only ten months old, he used to put 
his arm round his neck and kiss him, or stroke his swarthy 
cheek with his little delicate hand." It is such touches as 
these that make the book still fresh and beautiful, in spite 
of the narrowness and rigidity of its religion. Little Henry is 
represented as being born at Dinapore and as dying at 
Berhampore, like Mrs. Sherwood's own child. And there is a 
sequel to Little Henry, called "The Last Days of Boosy," 
which J:as a frontispiece of Boosy before his little master's 
tomb, where the monument and its surroundings resemble 
Henry Sherwood's grave. In this tale Mrs. Sherwood writes 
of Berhampore as being exceedingly unhealthy, "as ill-suited 
to Europeans as any throughout the whole extent of our 
dominions in India." And yet it was here that such immense 
sums were spent on barracks. Rangamati, on the other side 
of the river, would have been a much healthier site, but it was 
on the wrong side for controlling Murshidabad. 

In another part of the graveyard there is a monument to 
two children, and with the same quotation from the Bible as 
on that of Henry Sherwood. The inscription records the 
deaths of "two interesting infants." Martha and Mary 
Jackson, who perished in a storm near Jangipore on 12th May, 
1815. A tablet in the cemetery wall records the death of a 
John Eustace Chinnery (June 1822). The monument was 
erected by the father, who was, perhaps, the well-known 
painter. A Colin Shakespeare, of the Civil Service, lies here. 
He died 6th April, 1835, at the age of 64. Many years ago, 
the late Mr. Merrick Shawe (Thackeray's brother-in-law) told 
me tha t the original Joseph Sedley was said to be 
Thackeray's own cousin, Shakespeare of Midnapore. Perhaps 
this was Colin Shakespeare. 

Among the few inscriptions in the Bengal Obituary from 
this cemetery is one to a John Hyde of Manchester, who left 
his native country from a genuine love of knowledge, and 
reached India overland, after making researches in the Holy 
Land, Syria and Arabi. He was on his way to Calcutta, in 
order to embark for England, when he died, in April, 1825. 

"By strangers honoured and by strangers mourned." 
This line comes from Pope's elegy on The Death of an 

Unf~rtunate Lady.* Sir James Macintosh greatly admired 
the passage in which the line occurs. "He would not allow 
that they were cold," repeating 'By foreign hands, &c.,' and 
adding 'surely these are not cold'. He was much moved in 
repeating them. (Memoirs II., 469). ' 

The oldest monument is one put up by Colonel Skinner to 
his brother, who died in 1773. Many searches have bee,n 
vainly made for the-grave of George Thomas, the Rajputana 
adventurer, who died near Berhampore, on 22nd August, 
1802. t 

The only other noteworthy grave, I think, is that of 
Captain R. Boileau Pemberton, who died at Berhampore, as 
Governor-General's Agent, on 26th June, 1840. Pemberton 
was a distinguished surveyor and chartographer, and was long 
employed in Munipore. Mr. Long tells us that Mrs. Sherwood 
lived in a house east of the burial-ground. Perhaps thi.s was 
at Babulbuna, or further to the east, at Panchanand. In 
"The Last Days of Boosy", a Mr. Andrew McNeil describes a 
morning visit to the burial-ground, in words which are no 
doubt the expression of Mrs. Sherwood's own recollection. 
Mr. McNeil represents himself as having lost his firstborn in 
Berhampore. "He had to lay his infant's remains in the 
burial-ground at Berhampore, and it was a sad joy to choose 

for his resting-place the adjoining spot to the grave of the 
sw.eet.and pious Henry L." Here the authoress was, no doubt, 
thlllklllg of her own loss. It recalls the ~mmortal touch in 
the Iliad when the captive women lay hold of the death of 
Patroclus as an excuse for indulging their own sorrows :-

"I arose, summoned my bearers, and was on my way to 
the well-remembered burying-ground before the stars had dis
appeared. There was not a person moving in the square of 
the cantonment, not a sound heard, so that the voices of 
my bearers, as they made their usual cries. fell hollow and 
melancholy upon my ear. 

"The first beams of the sun had just shot up above the 
horizon, when we entered the plain beyond the cantonments. 
You, my good sir, must remember this plain; its vast extent 
and perfect level; its verdure without break or variety, as far 
as the eye can reach, excepting from a few gentlemen's houses 
standing here and there in the open space; the burial-ground 
enclosed with walls and gates, and clusters of the various kinds 
of palms, though these are few and far between. To my 
apprehension, disease and death hovered continually over this 
pla~n, th~ ground being alway.s swampy, and sometimes 
entuely laId under :water. On thIS morning, I well remember 
that, as the sun rose, the fog from the damp earth rose with 
it, so that we were very riear the burying-ground before I saw 
the summits of the tOJ1lbs rising above the high wall, so dimly 
did they show through the mist." 

There is another large cemetery, about mile to the south 
of the Babulabuna one. It was the Military cemetery, but is 
comparatively recent, and does not contain any inscriptions 
of general interest. Berhampore (Bahrampur) seems to be a 
corruption of the Hindu name of the place-Brahmapur, i.e .. 
the city of Brahma. Brahmapur is the name which the original 
mouzah, or village, bears on the Collector's revenue roll. Pro
bably the name comes from the place having been a settlement 
of brahmans. One of the bathing-places in the river is called 
Bipraghat, or the brahman's ghat. The name does not appear 
to be in any way connected with the Mohamedan name Bahram. 
There is a place about five miles to the north-east and on the 
high road to Murshidabad, which has the very similar name of 
Bahramganj. Probably this has the same origin as Berham
pore, though it may be connected with Bahram Jung, a son of 
Mahomed Reza Khan, otherwise Mozuffar Jung. 

Berhampore was for many years only a military station. It 
was selected for this purpose some months after the battle of 
Plassey. In October 1757.t Captain Brohier proposed to 
Mr. Drake to build a pentagonal fort on the Berhampore plain; 
and, in January 1758, the Government wrote to the Directors 
that a fortified place near the capita,l of the Subaship would 
be the means of enforcing their influence at the Darbar, &c., 
and that they had obtained a grant of 400 bighas on Berham
pore plain. But, as the Statistical Account of Bengal tells us, 
the Directors returned a rough answer, saying that the Board 
seemed to forget that their employers were merchants. and 
that if their plans for fortifying were adopted, half of the 
Company's capital would be buried in stone walls. To this 
day the barracks are called Garh-Berhampore by the natives. 
In the commercial days of the Company their servants lived 
at Kasimbazar. In February. 1658, John Kenn was appoint
ed Chief of Kasimbazar on £40 a year, and Job Charnock was 
4th on £20. Job was afterwards Chief here, ip 1860. In 1678, 
a lady, with charming ignorance of Anglo-Indian requirements, 
sends her brother-in-law at Kasimbazar a box containing a 
cravat and cuffs and ribbon of the newest mode and a border 
of lace for h~s night-cap. Alas, he was dead before the box 
left England. 

Madapur-Madapur. three miles to the east of Berhampore 
was another old Civil station. It was on the high road from 
Calcutta to Murshidabad, and was almost a suburb of the 
latter. Orme speaks of civilians having their country-houses 
at this place before the battle of Plassey. It is stated in the 
Statistical Account of Bengal, that the headquarters of the 

* I may be allowed to note here, that the lines on Rose Aylmer's tomb in the Park Street Cemetery. beginning "What 
was her fate? long, long before her time," come from Young's "Night Thoughts". 

t Asiatic Register for 1804, page 14, of Characters. 
"+ Long's Selections, p. 104. 
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English Adminis'tration were removed from Motijhil to Mada
pur in 1785-86. But Madapur seems to ~ave tl'ecome the 
official residence of the chief revenue authonty as soon as the 
Company stood forth as Diwan. Mr: ?amuel ¥i.ddleton was 
the Resident at the Darbar and ChIef of Kaslmbazar when 
Hastings wrote hts famous dispatch of November, 1772, and in 
the Nizamat or Agency Records there are le~ters ~r?m 
Mr. Middleton, dated Madapur, 1773. We find hIm wntmg 
from here to Mr. Henchman, the Collector of J ehangirpur 
(Jangipur). Madapur remained the headquarters for many 
years. Indeed the jail and lunatic asylum were there till very 
recent times. They are still standing, and in a tolerable state 
of repair. 

It does not appear that tn the early days of the ComI?any 
any English official lived in the city of Murshidabad. A Mmdu 
vakil, or agent, represented the Company at the Darbar, and 
occasionally their Medical Officers were able here as well as 
at Rajmahal and Delhi, to do them good offices with the 
country powers. Mr. Forth, for instance, the surgeon of the 
Kasimbazar Factory, attended Alivardi Khan on his death-bed, 
and was instrumental in counteracting the influence of 
~irajah-ud-Daula. But ordinarily the civilians were at Kasim
bazar, and Mr. Watts and the rest of them were there when 
Sirajah-ud-Daula appeared before it on 1st June, 1756. During 
the negottations with Mir Jaffar and the Seths, Mr. Watts 
lived in the city, and went from there on his hazardous 
journey to Mir Jaffar's palace. His object was to get him to 
swear to the observance of the treaties. Mir Jaffar was then 
living at Jaffarganj at the northern end of the city, and 
Sirajah-ud-IJauta lived on the opposjte side of th~ river at 
Him Jhil. 

"Mr. Watts proposed an interview, which Jaffar wished 
likewise; but objected that they could not meet without 
great risk of discovery, since his palace was strictly watched 
by the spies of the Nawab. However, Mr. Watts, relying on 
the fidelity of his own domestics, and on the manners of the 
country, went in the afternoon from his oWll house in a 
covered palanquin, such as carry women of distinction, and 
passed without interruption to Jaffar's 'palace, who, with his 
son Miran, received him in one of the apartments of his 
seraglio, into which the bearers carried the palanquin." The 
swearing must have been a striking scene. Mir Jaffir, who was 
a man of lofty stature, "placed the Koran on his head and 
his hand on the head of hIS son Miran, whilst Watts held the 
papers before him, and swore with great solemnity that he 
would faithfully perform all he had promised." The corres
ponding treaty by the English purported to be sworn on the 
Holy Gospels and before God. 

Watts "returned, as he came, undiscovered," and one 
Omar Beg carried the papers to Calcutta. Sirajah-ud-Daula, 
however, had his suspicions, and prepared to attack Mir 
Jaffar's palace. Jaffar communicated this to Watts on 11th 
June and advised him to escape at once. Watts had already 
made his preparations, and all the English property and the 
soldiers had been sent aYiay from the factory at Kasimbazar. 
H~, however, still stayed on, in expectation of hearing from 
ClIve. On the 13th, Jaffar sent word to him that he must 
d?lay no longer as Sirajah-ud-Daula's artillery would fire on 
hIS p~lace next morning. Upon this \Vatts left his house in 
the cIty and went by palki to Kasimbazar, where he had 
lat~Iy been several times on pretence of business. There re
mamed :tv;r. Collett, Mr. Sykes, and a Surgeon, who were to 
n:;a,ke theIr escape with him, and they had resided for some 
tIme at a country-house called Madapur, about two miles 
to .the south* 0.£ Kasimbazar." The picturesque account of 
theIr nocturnal rIde to Agradwip and their joining Clive's army 
at Kalna should be read in Orme. 

*Should be south-east. 

Mr. Watts played a leading part in Indian affairs before and 
after the battle of Plassey. It is satisfactory to learn that the 
painful task of telling Omichand that the red paper was a 
trick did not faU upon him. Scrafton, who all along had 
kept him in heart, was the man chosen to make the pitiful 
avowal. Was his death, perhaps, a sort of retribution for 
this, for he was lost in the Aurora, along, however, with 
better men, such as Vansittart, Ford and the poet Falconer? 
Yet Scrafton could speak wi'th superiority of Hastings, as a 
man who had too many crookedness in his head. 

Among other things, Watts was, with Clive, a sponsor for 
Kiernander's child, who was called Robert \Villiam in conse
quence. But the most noteworthy thing about Mr. Watts' 
private life is that he was the third housband of Mrs. Frances 
Jonnson. t According to the Bengal Obituary, Mrs. Watts 
was a great friend of Sirajah-ud-Daula's mother and was 
instrumental in procuring Mr. Watts' release in 1756. Hastings 
escaped at about the same time, and the Kasimbazar tradition, 
which is probably true one, is that he owed his safety to 
his Diwan, Kanta Babu, who concealed him in a room. 
Hastings was famous for never forgetting a friend, or forgiving 
an enemy, and his conduct to Kanta seems to show the good 
side of his character. Watts went to England about 1760 
and died there. 

A little to the north of Madapur is Chunakhali. This place, 
famous now, and perhaps in former times also, for the excel
lence of its mangoes, was a civil station in the last century. 
The sites of the bungalows may still be seen, and in 1773, 
we find Mr. Middleton writing from it to the Collector of 
Chunakhali. Near it is Hathinagar, where the Nawab seems 
to have kept his elephants. North of Chunakhali, and on 
the right-hand side of the highroad to Murshidabad, we 
come upon a magnificent avenue of deodar trees (Polyalthia 
longifolia). An old Mahomedan, whom I met here, told me 
that the trees had been planted by Ampier (?) Saheb, who 
preceded Lak (Loch?) Saheb, and that the avenue led to 
the Nishat Bagh and the seat of the Nizamat, where Nawab 
Mozaffer Jung (Mahomed Reza Khan) used to live. 

Murshidabad is a great place for trees. ** Nowhere in Ben
gal have I seen so many fine banyan trees. There are also 
some fine mahogany trees near the civil courts at Berhampore 
and some good avenues. But this avenue to Nishat Bagh 
is the noblest of them all. In otber places, for instance, on 
the Merbela road, leading to Kasimbazar, the deodars spread 
out more, and are short, but here the trees are planted close 
together and stand up tall and unbending for nearly a mile 
on each side of the road, as if, to borrow the picturesque 
comparison of Eothern Kinglake, they were an army of giants, 
with a thousand years pay in arrears. t 

If we go to the end of this avenue and turn to the 
right and S.S.E., we shall come, in about half a mile, to 
Chand Pahar, a circular tank with an island in the centre, 
which supported a Nawab's bungalow, and if we turn to the 
left and N.E., we come to Nishat Bagh, or the Garden of 
intoxicating pleasures, but which is now only a small hamlet, 
occupied by Goallas. Nishat Bagh, says the translator of the 
Saif Mutakherin, is an elegant seat, five miles from Murshida
bad, built, furnished and fitted in the English manner. 
Mahomed Reza Khan, alias Nawab Mozuffer Jung, lived here, 
an';i ca~ried on. his duties as Diwan here, though his family 
reSIded III the CIty, at a palace called Nausakht§ (newly built). 
It was at Nishat Bagh that he was arrested, in 1772, and 
removed to Calcutta. 

"At midnight," says Macaulay, "the Minister was roused 
from his slumbers and informed that he wa~ a prisoner. With 
Musalman gravity, he bent his head and submitted himself 

t My friend, the Rev. Mr. Hyde, informs rue that there is a mistake in the inscription of Mrs: Johnson's monument, 
and that she was 18 when she was first married. 
If *J* Perhr:ps this is due to the sandy soil. A less pleasant result of the sandiness, is that the roads are covered with dust. 

ahangIr had been here, he would probably have applied to Berhampore the name that he gave to Ahmedabad-Girdabad 
or Dust-town. ' 

t The c?mparison, however, is too grim and does not do justice to this beautiful avenue. Like Melrose, it should be visited 
by moonlIght. . 

§ This is in the part that used to be called Kolaria. 
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to the will of God." The story is told more at large in the 
Slur. * There we read that the order for the arrest came to 
Mr. John Graham, the Chief of Murshidabad, when he was 
«t supper with one of his nation. He quitted the company 
sooner than usual, and repaired to his house, from whence 
he wrote a note to a Captain of troops, and straight this 
piece of intelligence was carried, I know not how, in the very 
words to Mahomed Reza Khan. But he was so full of the 
authority which he enjoyed, that he paid no regard to the 
intelligence, but recommenced another nap, with the utmost 
neglect and security. There remained no more than one hour 
of night, when the Captain, with a battalion of talingas 
(sepoys), arrived close to Nishat Bagh, accompanied by 
Mr. Anderson, and he stopped at the gate. Mr. Anderson, 
witb some servants, went into the Nawab's apartment, and, 
after intimating the Governor's order, upon which he con
deled with him, he added that there was no intention to do him 
any harm, or to make him uneasy at all on any account; 
but that such an order had come and must be obeyed. As 
Mahomed Reza Khan had neither the heart, nor the power to 
make the least resistance, he inclined the head in token of 
submission, and consented to whatever was required of him. 
And so on. It is worth while to quote this vapid and wordy 
narrative, to show the skill with which Macaulay seized on 
the salient points and made a picture out of it. The author 
of the Sair also tells us that Mr. Graham was a great friend 
of Mahomed Reza's, and, as he could not save him, he managed 
that Shitab Roy should share his disgrace. "May God," 
adds the historian, "preserve the innocent from such artifices 
and such partialities." Mahomed Reza was made the scape
goat for the Bengal Famine of 1770. "Curious to relate," 
says Sir William Hunter, "the only high official who was 
brought to trial for the offence (of regrating, &c.,) was the 
Native Minister of Finance who had stood forth to expose 
the malpractices of the English administration." But, in 
facl., he only met the fate of nearly every native, from the 
days of Nand Kumar to those of the Crawford Commission, 
who has had the temerity to give evidence against high
placed Englishmen. 

The Judges of the Provincial Court of Appeal are said to 
have lived near Nishat Bagh, and to have held their courts 
there. A little to the north, at Bansbari, and situated on 
what was once a garden and is called Afzul Bagh, there is 
an old powder magazine, which seems to have been part of 
th~ Murshidabad jail. It was probably somewhere in this 
'neIghbourhood that Lord VaJentia was entertained by 
Mr PattIe. 

His Lordship, who was then on his way back to Calcutta, 
says :--"At six P.M. we entered a nullah, **which is dry in the 
summer, but now has plenty of water, and which leads to 
the vicinity of Mr. PattIe's house. It was formerly the bed 
of the river, but a peninsula was cut through at a consider
able expense, which has saved six miles of dangerous naviga
ti,?n. It has the appearance of a lake, formed by Browne, t 
WIth grass to the edge of the water, smooth, as if fresh 
mowed, and covered with groves of mangoes, occasionally 
retiring a considerable way back, and leaving open lawns of 
the richest verdure As there was no current, we did not 
reach the end till eight o'clock." 

His host was Thomas PattIe, and not the celebrated James 
PattIe who entered the Service in 1790, and seems to have 
held on till 1845. Judges were Judges in those days, and 
Mr PattIe drove Lord Valentia about in his carriage-and
four. 

Motijhil-Neare:r lYIurshidabad, and on the left of the road 
is MotijhiI, or the Pearl Lake, famous in the annals of Bengal: 

* P. 419. 
** Was this the Katigang at Farasdanga? 

t Capability Browne. 
t Long's Selections, p. 439. 

but now a wilderne3s. Clive stayed here after the battle 01 
Plassey, aD:d the site of the house is still, I believe, called 
Clive Saheb's Kothi. Miran, the son of l\lir Jaffar, waited 
on him here and condvcted him across the river to Mansurganj, 
where Clive installed Mir Jaffar on the masnad and presented 
his nuzzer of gold mohurs. Hastings also lived here when 
he was Resident. It was here, too, that Clive, in conjunction 
with Nawab (Najam-ud-Daula), held the Punya, or percep
tion of the first fruits, on 29th April 1766.t The Nawab sate 
as Nazim, and Clive as Collector of Revenues for His Majesty 
(the King of Delhi). Next year the Punya was again held 
here, with even greater pomp, by Mr. Verelst, in conjunction 
with Saif-ud-Daula. 

Mr. Long states that Sirajah-ud-Daula set out from Motijhil 
on his march to Plassey. But this does not appear to be 
correct. He marched from Mansurganj ; and it is a mistake 
to suppose that this was another name for Motijhil. Muradbagh 
and Motijhil are, I believe, the same, but Mansurganj was 
much higher up the river and on the other side of it. 

There has been some dispute as to the origin of the Pearl 
Lake; but I should think that Major Rennel's authority is 
conclusive on the point. He says (Memoir of a Map oj 
Hindustan, p. 345, &c.): "The Motijhil Lake is one of the 
windings of a former channel of the Kasimbazar river." The 
place seems first to have been made a residence by Nawazish 
Mahomed, otherwise Shahmat Jung, the nephew and son-in
law of Alivardi Khan. In the Nizamat*** letter-book for 1789 
there is a petition from the Faquirs of Motijhil, setting forth 
that Shahama~ Jung erected a mosque, a madrasa, and a 
langarkhana (alms-house) there in 1156 (1743). The alms
house still exists, but on a small scale. A tombstone, now 
lying loose there, but which was found in the neighbourhood, 
records the death of a child-Ewan Keating-on 3rd March, 
1785. Probably he was a son of Mr. Christopher Keating of 
Hunter's Rural Annals. Mr Keating was appointed Mint 
Master at Murshidabad in September, 1774, and in 1793 he 
was a Judge of the Court of Appeal. 

The author of the Sair is enthusiastic in praise of Nawazish 
Mahomed for his charities. After telling us that he died in 
1169 H.S. (1756), and that his body was taken to Motijhil 
to be buried, he says: "The moment they first raised his 
body from the ground, such a cry and such a scream broke 
out at once from an infinity of men and women, as seemed 
to rend the air ; it was such as had never been seen or heard 
on the like occasion at any time before. But there is no 
wonder if he was so much regretted; he used to spend 
Rs. 37,000 a month in charities .... He was fond of living 
well, and of amusement and pleasures; could not bear to be 
upon bad terms with anyone; and was not pleased when a 
disservice was rendered to another . . . He loved to live with 
his servants, as their friend and companion; and with his 
acq uaintances, as their brother and equal. All his friends and 
acq uaintances were admitted to the liberty of smoking their 
hooqas in his presence, and to drink coffee, whilst he was 
conversing familiarly with them." 

After his death his widow, Ghasiti Begam, lived at lYIOtl
jhil, till she was plundered and driven out by Sirajah-ud-Daula. 
Her palace (afterwards, I believe, occuplied by Clive) was 
"a stately pile, being ornamented with many pillars of black 
marble (basalt) brought from the ruins of Gour;~ some ot 
them are ~ti1l lying on the grass jungle. Tieffenthaler calls 
Motijhil a great and magnificent palace, and he gives a plan 
of it (Plate XXX). A note by Bernouilli mentions that Moti
jhil has been described in Mrs. Kinderseley's letters. Apart 
from historical associations§ Motijhil is well worth a visit on 
account of its beauty. The lake curves round a long, broad 
promontory, and its bright waters and verdant banks form 

***These are the records of the Murshidabad Agency. They b'egin irom 1769, but are not o£ much value. 
~ Stewart, 488 m. 
§. C<?lonel Mall~on (Decisive Ba~tles of India, p. 150) speaks of an engagement at Motijhil, between Major Adams and Mir 

KasII? s troops J!.I .1763. And Mlll tells us that the English advanced to CjlUnakhali on 23rd July, 1763, and next day stormed 
th: hnes at MOhJhIl. 
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a charming spectacle on a spring morning. When the palace, 
with its colonnades, stood on the edge of the lake, and the 
grounds were tended, as tradition says they were, by a 
hundred gardeners, it must have been a pleasure-house fit for 
Kubla Khan. An Englishman might, perhaps, prefer the 
ruddy cliffs and breezy upland cf Rangamati, but .a Benga~ee 
would regard Motijhil as the most beautiful spot III the dIs
trict, and as a Bhukailas, or earthly paradise. 

The promontory is still known as the Agenti Bagh, or 
Agent's Garden, but most of the fruit trees have disappeared. 
Sir John: Shore lived here in 1771-73, and described him~elf 
as enjoying cooing doves, whistling black~irds, and purhng 
streams. The cooing doves he would have III abundance, and 
the whistling blackbirds may pass, but only a calenture can 
have enabled him to see purling streams. 

Murshidabad--Murshidabad was anciently called Makhsu
sabad, or Maqsudabad, * and, according to Tieffenthaler, it 
was founded by Akbar. This seems corroborated by the fact 
that a place to the east of the city is still known as Akbarpur. 
The -name Murshidabad was given by Murshid Quli Khan, 
otherwise Jaffar Khan. Tieffenthaler says that his name was 
originally Kar Talab Khan, and that he turned out Sapahdar 
Khan. He had his residence at Colaria (Kolaria) at the east 
of the city. According to the translator of the Sair, Kola~a 
is the original name of the city. He says (I, 254 note) Colana 
is become Macsoodabad, and of late Moorshoodabad. 

Mllrshidabad was formerly much more extensive than it now 
is. It stretched along both sides of the river for nearly ten 
miles. The portion on the west bank is called Mahinagar, 
perhaps after Mahipal, who dug the large tank at Sagardighi 
Station. Tieffenthaler gives a plan of the city (Plate XXXIX). 
Orme speaks of Sirajah-ud-Daula's living at HirajhiL on the 
other side of the river, in the middle of the city. Mir Jaffar 
lived at Jaffarganj, on the left bank, i.e., on Kasimbazar 
island, and the descendants of his son Miran still reside there. 
Probably they consider themselves better entitled to the 
Nawabship than the present family. For not only was their 
ancestor, Miran, the eldest son of Jaffar, but he was also 
the son of the chief wife, his mother, Shah Khanam, being 
half-sister to Alivardi Khan. Nazam-ud-Daula, on the other 
hand, who succeeded Mir Jaffar in 1765, was the son of Mani 
Begum, and'so was his brother and successor, Saif-ud-Daula. 
Mubarak-ud-Daula, the next Nawab, was also a son of Mir 
Jaffar, but his mother was Bahu Begum. Still the succession 
went according to the Mahomedan law if the Nawabship was 
regarded as hereditary, t for Miran died in his father's life
time, having been killed by lightning in July, 1760 (1173 H.S.), 
and the Mahamedan law does not recognize the right of 
representation. It was at Jaffarganj that Sirajah-ud-Daula 
was murdered by Miran's orders, and the precise spot is still 
pointed out, and even the marks of his bleeding fingers on 
the wall. 

There are few old buildings of any consequence in Murshida
bad. The most noteworthy is the Katra of Murshid Quli Khan, 
otherwise Jaffar Khan. Murshid Quli was the son of a 
Brahman, but was bought by a Persian merchant and taken 
to Ispahan and made a Mahomedan. Afterwards he came to 
the Deccan and was appointed by Aurangzeb, Diwan of 
Hyderabad. In 1701 he was made Diwan of Bengal. He was 
at first stationed at Dacca, but quarrelled there with Aurang
zeb's grandson, Azim Ushan, and removed to Murshidabad 
in 1703. He was a very zealous Mahomedan and a great 
oppressor of the Hindus, though the ordinary reflection about 
the bitterness of an apostate can hardly be applied to him, 
as probably he never knew what Hinduism was, and was 
made a Mahomedan by a surgical operation. Towards the 

close of his life he determined to make a K atra, or market, 
and to place in the centre of it a Plosque and his own tomb. 
He chose for this purpose the eastern side of the city, and is 
said to have pulled down a number of Hindu temples, in 
order to get materials. Apparently the design was not com
pleted; for no remains exist of the Katra proper, i.e., of 
the market-place. The spot is still called Jaffar Khan's Katra, 
and a hat is held twice a week, and there is some business 
in onions, but it seems never to have become a centre of 
trade, and is now more or less jungle. 

The mosque was completed, and, though now a ruin, was 
a large and stately building. It is said to be on the model 
of the mosque at Mecca. It stands on a high terrace, or plat
form, apout 166 feet square, and has five large cupolas, now 
more or less crackt"d. Inside, over the prayer-niche, the Kalima 
is inscribed; and over the door-way there is the following 
inscription in Persian :-

Muhammad the Arabian the glory of both worlUs (Sarai). 
Dust be on the head of him who is not the dust of his portal. 
1137 (1723). 

The date is below the inscription, and in small characters, 
so as to be hardly legfble from the ground. But the verse 
contains a chronogram, the words J{hak Daresh reading, I am 
told, 1125 (1713). I cannot explain the discrepancy. It cannot 
be that one is the date of commencement, and the other of 
pompletion, for the building is said to have been erected in 
one year 1137 must be the correct date, for Murshid Quli 
built the mosque near the end of his career, and in the cons
ciousness of approaching death, and he died in 1139, or 1725. 

The mosque has sunk by its own weight, and so has the 
whole of the western part of the square. Here there are two 
lofty octagonal minarets, from which a good view of the city 
may be obtained. All round the square are rows of small 
rooms intended for travellers, and for Qaris, i.e., readers of the 
Qoran. Murshid himself is buried in a chamber under the 
stairs, at the east end of the terrace. It is said that he ordered 
this out of humility, wishing that the dust of the feet of the 
worshippers might fall on his breast. Others explain that he 
wished to benefit by the dust of holy men's feet. Perhaps 
the inscription contains an allusion to the mode of his burial. 
A native chronicler relates that he put his own son to death 
for infringing his laws. Could it have been the remembrance 
of this deed that made him conscious that he was a sinner? 

A little to the north-east of the J{atra is the great natural 
curiosity of Murshidabad. This is a huge gun which has been 
drawn up off the ground by two pipal trees. It lies hori
zontally and is slung alongside of the tree trunks, and clasped 
by their roots. The carriage and part of the gun are altogether 
embedded in the trees. The gun is 17 feet 7 inches in length 
but is of small calibre.t 

There are nine Persian inscriptions on brass plates let into 
the metal; but three are illegible, or covered up by the trees. 
I am indebted to Babu Bangsi Dhar Roy, lately Deputy 
Collector in charge of Nizamat Pensions, for the other six. 
Five of them are in verse, and their purport is to praise 
Islam Khan, Governor of Bengal, and to give a chronogram 
of the completion of the gun. Tlie chronogram is Jahan 
Kasha, the corresponding to 1637. The prose inscription 
recites that the gun was made in the reign of Shah J ahan and 
Governorship of Islam Khan at Jahangirnagar (Dacca), under 
the Darogahship of Sher Mahomed and the inspection of Hari 
Ballabh Das, by Janarjan, blacksmith, in Jamadi-ul-Sani 1047. 
The weight is described as 212 maunds (over 7 tons) and the 
charge of powder as 28 maunds (1 ton). t t The gun is worship
ped by Hindus and Mahomedans; and when I last saw it, 
the muzzle was daubed with vermilion, and inside there was 
a pinch of sugar. 

* Perhaps. after Maqsud Shah-See Calcutta Review, No. 183, p. 39. The Riyaz derives the name from a merchant called 
M<l;qsus Khan Tavernier visited the town in 1666. He called it Madesoubazarki, and says it was a large place and the 
reSidence of Shaista Khan's Receiver-General (Diwan). II., 82. 

t Apparently it was not. See note to Stewart's History of Bengal, p. 420. But then if it was not heritable, Miran's children 
had no superior claim. 

+: It is a great deal smaller than the one which used to be at Dacca, but which fell into the river last century. It was 
22 feet lOt inches long, the diameter at the muzzle was 2 feet 2t inches, and it weighe(l over 28 tons, and carried a ball of 
465 Ib.-Rennel's Memoir, p. 61 note. 
ttl am indebted to Maulvi Abdul Alim of the Nizamut Office, for the translations 
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Murshid Quli was succeeded by his son-in-law, Shuja-ud
Daula. He is highly praised by Gholam Hoosein for his ability 
and love of justice. He prettily says of him that the fearful 
sparrow, certain of finding in his bosom a shelter from the 
hawk's pursuit, flew towards him with a perfect reliance on 
his goodness. Shuja built, or at least finished, a large mosque 
on Dahpara, on the west side of the river, and made a Garden 
of Joy. The garden has now disappeared, and half of the 
mosque has tumbled. into the river. Shuja is buried south of 
the Farah Bagh, at Roshan Bagh. The date on his tomb is 
1151 (1739). He was succeeded by his luckless son Sarfaraz. 
Gholam Hoosein gives him a high character for devotion, but 
represents him as not fitted to rule. He says nothing about 
the insult to Jagat Seth's daughter-in-law. Sarfaraz had at 
least personal courage, and so was far superior to Sirajah-ud
Daula. After he was killed at the battle of Gheria, his mahout 
brought the body to Murshidabad, and it was privately interred 
there at his residence of Naktakhali, on the east side of the 
city. He was the only Nawab who died a soldier's death. 
Maulivi Mahmud-ul-Nabi, Deputy Magistrate of Lalbagh, tells 
me that the grave still exists in Naktakhali ;t but there is no 
inscription, and the place is in a neglected condition. There 
is also a mosque there with the date 1146. 

Alivardi Khan, the ablest of all the Nawabs, is buried at 
Khush Bagh, on the west side of the river and opposite Moti
jhil. His grandson, Sirajah-ud-Daula's mangled body was laid 
there, after having been carried through the city on an ele
phant, and exposed to the view of his distracted mother, Amina 
Begum. One or two of his wives are also buried there. Pro
bably the lady referred to by Forster, as being in the habit 
of coming to the tomb of Sirajah-ud-Daula and mourning there, 
was Umdat-un-nissa. I doubt if she was the same as Latif
un-nissa, whom Gholam Hoosein describes as a slave-girl. 
Umdat-un-nissa was living in August, 1791, as there is a peti
tion from her of that date in the Nizamat records. She says 
she used to get Rs. 500 a month, that Mr. Hastings reduced 
it to Rs. 450, but that now it had been reduced to Rs. 325. 

The tombs of the subsequent Nawabs-Mir Jaffar, Mubarak
ud-Daula and others, and of Mani Begum-are at Jaffarganj, 
opposite Nawab Azim Ali Khan's palace. This place is well 
cared for, and some of the graves are prettily decorated with 
porcelain tiles from China. Gholam Hoosein has a story that, 
when Mir Jaifar was dying, Nanda Kumar gave him water that 
had bathed the image of Kiriteshwari at Kiritkona. Kiritkona 
is a famous temple on the west side of the Bhagirathi, and is 
supposed to be the place where the crown of Kali's head (Kirit) 
fell. The name may, therefore, remind us of "Becket's crown" 
as described by Dean Stanley. 

In Mohimapur, north of Jaifarganj, and on the left-hand side 
of the road to Azimganj, there may be seen the ruined house 
of Jagat Seth, "the Banker of the World." The Murshidabad 
Mint was here, and its foundations still exist. The only relic 
of former magnificence is an impluvium, or cistern, with a stone 
border. The Thakurbari has fallen into the river. It was in 
Jagat Seth's house that Omichand was told that the ~ed treaty 
was a fraud. The news "overpowered him like a blast of 
sulphur." In August, 1757, we find Clive writing'" that, as 
Omichand's intriguing disposition was carrying him too far, he 
had recommended him to make a visit of devotion to Maldah. 
This was like the Delhi Emperors sending troublesome subjects 
on pilgrimages to Mecca. But Maldah was too near Murshida
bad for such a purpose, and there is no famous pagoda there, 
such as Orme speaks of. Perhaps Maldah is a mistake for 
Malwa, where the holy Nerbuddah flows; or its capital, Mandu, 
may be the place meant. Jagat Seth's family is now repre
sented by an adopted son (Seth Golab Chand). He does not 
get any pension. 

North of his house, a tall pillar is seen rising out of the bed 
of the river. This is a circular well, which-thanks to the sub-

stantial masonry--continues erect, though all the soil and 
neighbouring houses have been washed away. Near here, too, 
may be seen a circular temple with a brass finial. It marks 
the site of a Suti, and is called the Sati-Chaura,t a name which 
recalls the massacre of Cawnpore. 

Plassey (Palasi) is now in the district of Nadiya, but so 
near to the borders of Murshldabad that I feel justified in 
notiCing ~t. It formerly belonged to the Murshidabad district, 
and perhaps ought to belong to it still, for it is ten miles nearer 
Berhampore than it is to Krishnagur. It is part of what used 
to be called Kasimbazar island, and Ramnagar Factory and 
other places opposite it, or south-west of it, are still in Murshida
bad, though on the other side of the river. Apparently the 
name Plassey comes from the palas tree (Butea frondosa) , but 
there are no palas trees in the village, and perhaps there never 
were any. ** Plassey is the name of the pargana, a tract of 
country 240 miles square, as well as of the village, so the 
eponymous trees may have been elsewhere. 

Plassey is a large village, containing some 250 houses and 
several thousand acres. It has a bazar and a silk filature, and 
appears to be fairly flourishing, although the crops have 
suifered much this year from want of water. The grove of 
Plassey has entirely disappeared. In 1802 Lord Valentia 
cha~ged bearers here. He speaks of the magnificent tope; 
but the last tree died in 1879. The stumps and roots are said 
to have been dug up and sent to England; and the natives 
have a story that the Saheb who did this, died immediately 
afterwards. The grove, the Palasi Bagh of native writers, was 
an orchard composed of mango and other fruit trees. It, of 
course, is not the grove where Clive meditated and decided 
on fighting. That was at Katwa, lower down, and on the 
other side of the river. It would be interesting to know 
whether it still exists. 

Many of the trees have been washed away, but probably 
some died of old age, for the whole of the grove does not ap
pear to have diluviated. That much land, however, at Plassey 
has been washed away and then re-formed, may be seen from 
Sir William Hunter's eloquent essay: "A River of Ruined 
Capitals." One village (Bidupara) was pointed out to me as 
having gone to the other side of the river, it being now on 
the west, or Ramnagar, side. 

Government has erected a granite obelisk to mark the site 
of the battle. It stands within the embankment, and looks 
west towards the river. A marble tablet contains the words :

Erected by the Bengal Government, 1883. 
Al;>ove is the solitary word "Plassey." Simplicity is ad

mirable, but it might have been well to add the date (23rd 
June 1757). A little to the north, and close to the site of the 
last mango tree, is the grave of a Mahomedan officer who fell 
in the battle. One villager told me his name was Daulat Ali, 
while another said that he was called Akbar Ali, and that he 
was a Jemadar. The grave is under the shade of some young 
trees-a tamarind, etc.,-and is worshipped by Hindus and 
Mahomedans. Thursday is the special day of worship, and 
this is interesting. because it shows that tradition has pre
served the correct anniversary. The 23rd June, 1757, was a 
Thursday, and corresponds with 5th Shawal 1170 H.S. I 
witnessed the celebration on Thursday, the 4th February last. 
The little enclosure was strewn with uncouth Clay models of 
horses, and a faquir moved among them, waving a pot of 
incense. The visitors were chiefly women. They poured water 
on the roots of the trees, salaamed to the Pit', and gave oifer
ings of rice. Many come in hopes of being cured of their 
diseases, and that day too sick people had come in a cart. 

The real Musalman hero of Plassey was Mir Madan, t t and 
unfortunately for his fame he is not buried here, but at Farid
tolla, east of Faridpur, and about five miles north of Plassey. 
He was killed by a cannon ball, while endeavouring to carry 
the grove. Farid Saheb was a noted saint, and is buried at 

t The place is locally Lengtakali. It is east of Shahanagar thana and on the right-hand side of the road from the thana to 
the big gun. The mosque is in better preservation than the Katra one, and is a handsome building. 

* Long's Selections. p. 109. 
t Chaura. "The funeral pile on which Sati is performed." Fallon's Dictionary, 547. 
** Mr. Long quotes Sir William Jones's writing, that there were formerly palas trees at Plassey. 
t t Colonel Malleson's spelling Mudin is wrong. 
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Faridtolla under a domed tomb, surrounded by a wall. Mir 
Madan's tomb is also of masonry, and lies inside the same 
enclosure, and to the west of Farid's. His tomb, too, is 
worshipped; but I doubt whether it is as popular as. that at 
Plassey. Mir Madan's fate resemble that of Talmash ~n 1694. 
Both were the victims of treachery, and both were kllied by 
a cannon ball in the thigh. North of Daulat Ali's grave is 
what is called Lakha Bagh, the Garden of a hundred thousand 
trees. Ap~arently this is the entrenchment of Ray Durlabh 
Ram descnbed by Orme. It is now pasture land, and full of 
fragrant babul trees. The eastern. trench is still very distinct 
and extends for a long way fo the south. At one place on 
the line, there is a slight elevation, and some bael trees, a~d 
this is pointed out as the site of a redoubt. A vast plam 
stretches to the east and north-east. It is high in parts, and 
produces much thatching grass. There is an old, dried-up tank 
in the middle of the plain, and near it, and south-west of the 
village of Ekdalla, a trifling elevation is known as Burujdanga, 
the height of the redoubt. 

The Public Works Department inspection bungalow is near 
the north end of the Lakha Bagh, and just behind it is a pool 
left by the river, which is known by the name of Kalidaha. 

It may be noted here that the battlefield of Plassey lies 
north of Plassey properly so-called, and is in Teznagar, so 
that those who speak of the battle of Senlac mayan a similar 
principle speak of the battle of Teznagar. 

It was interesting to find that the villagers knew something 
about the battl('. They spoke of the treachery of Mir Jaffar and 
the heroism of Mir Madan, and one man was enthusiastic 
enough to say that Mir Madan's* fame would last as long as 
the world. Being Mahomecl.ans, however, they were unjust to 
Mohan Lal, and had got hold of a wrong story about him. 

Clive was afraid to halt at Plassey after the battle, lest his 
troops should disperse to plunder. This was a wise precaution. 
The want of it cost Major Carstairs the loss of Patlla, six years 
afterwants. Clive marched on to Dadpur and arrived there at 
8 P.M. Next morning he met Mir Jaffar and saluted him as 
Nawab. Next day he marched six miles further, and on the 
25th, halted at Madapur. The army on its march must have 
passed through the Mankara plain, where Alivardi Khan 
treacherously massacred Bhaskar Pandit and the other 
Maharatta generals in 1744. Gholam Hossein, the l\Iahomedan 
historian, has no word of blame for this atrocity. He is severe 
on Alivardi's conduct towards Sarfaraz Khan, calling it one of 
the blackest actions that could be committed, and one of the 
most abominable events that could happen. But of the 
Mankara affair he says, that it gave such an addition to 
Alivardi's character, as raised him in the minds of both his 
troops and his subjects, who admired their being so suddenly 
delivered from those merciless savages. . 'Nor were the troops 
less pleased with their unexpected success. And, as an 
acknowledgment of their alertness in executing his commands, 
he made them a present of ten lakhs of rupees." 

It is interesting to contrast the lights and shades of Orme's 
history with those of the Mahomedan historian. Thus the 
latter does not say a word about the Black Hole, t but has 
a high encomium on one Mirza Emir Beg for saving a. number 
of E~glish ladies and taking them down to Mr. Drake's ship. 

Macaulay's essay on Clive is hastier and less accurate than 
most of his work. Not to mention such inaccuracies as those 
about Sirajah-ud-Daula'S sleeping off his' debauch, and about 
Omichand's being a Bengalee, there are some mistakes from 
which a careful reading of Orrne and the Sair would have saved 
him. The statement: "Clive had advanced to Kasimbazar," 
may be only a clerical error for Katwa, but when he tells us 
that the English troops arrived at Plassey long after sunset, 
after a toilsome day's march, he has overlooked the fact that 
they marched at night. They started at sunset and arrived at 
1 A.M. It was not likely that Clive would march his men 
under a June sun. Then he says that Sirajah-ud-Daula fled off 
from the field of battle with all the speed with which a fleet 
camel could carry him, and arrived at Murshidabad in little 
more than twenty-four hours. The camel is borrowed from 
Orme, and for picturesqueness is made fleet, but to little pur
pose, if the rtde took more than twenty-four hours, for 
Murshidabad is not above twenty-nine miles from Plassey. The 
fact is that, according to Orme, Sirajah-ud-Daula reached 
Murshidabad before midnight of the 23rd, i.e., in about seven 
hours, and that, according to other authorities, he arrived early 
next morning. Neither is it correct that he escaped in a boat 
from Murshidabad. though Orme says so. He went by land 
to Bhagwangola, and there embarked on the Ganges. 

I have received help from many friends in compiling this im
perfect sketch of old Murshidabad. I am especially indebted 
to Maulvi Mahmud-ul-Nabi, Deputy Magistrate of Lalbagh. I 
owe to the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad the use of a copy 
of Haji Mustapha's translation of the Sair. This copy contains 
one or two entries in the Haji's own hand. His translation 
is very valuable, and was evidently much used by Lord 
Macaulay. He lived for a long while in the city of Murshidabad 
and this makes his notes very interesting. Unfortunately, too 
many of them are in the style of Ca:ptain Burton. His tran
slatiqn might advantageously be reprmted with a selection of 
his notes. His Gallicisms are very pardonable, and need not 
be altered. 

There is a Persian MS. in the Library of the Asiatic Society 
called the Tarikh Mansul'ei. It is less than fifty years old, but 
it is valuable and deserves to be printed. It is a history of the 
Nawabs of Murshidabad. Some extracts from it by 
Mr. Blochmann have been given in the 9th volume of the 
Statistical Account of Bengal. t t This last is a very useful 
work, but wants re-editing. Many of its statements are erro
neous. Mr. Long's article, The Banks of the Bhagirathi, is full 
of information, but the author has poured out his treasures 
helter-skelter. He also seldom gives his authorities. 

* Mir Madan was a Dacca man, and of humble origin. He was made Mir Bakshi, or Commander-in-Chief, in the room of 
Mir JaHar. 

It is stated in the Vindication of Sir Thomas Rumbold that he was Clive's aid-de-camp at Plassey, and was severely wounded 
there. This should cover a multitude of sins. 

t The translator notices the omission and says: "This event, which cuts so capital a figure in Mr. Watts' performance (I do 
not know what paper is here referred to), is not known in Bengal." Perhaps we ought not to say very much about the Black 
Hole, or regard it as a destestable instance of malignity on the part of Sirajah-ud-Daula, seeing that a similar misadventure 
occurred in the Amritsur district on 1st AUgnst, 1857. Mr. Cooper tells us how a great number of captured sepoys were shut 
up in a large, round tower, or bastion, and how, after 237 of them had been taken out and shot, it was reported that the 
remainder would not come out. "The doors were opened, and behold; they were nearly all dead. Unconsciously the tragedy 
of Holwell's Black Hole had been re-enacted .... Forty-five bodies--dead from fright, exhaustion, fatigue, heat and partial suffo
cation-were dragged into light.-The Crisis in the Punjab, p. 162. 

tt They originally appeared in J.ASB. jar 1867, p. 85. 
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An Account of Land Management in the District of Murshidabad 1871,-1950 

In 1852-55 the Revenue Surveyor, Capt. Gastrell, 
ascertained the area at that date exclu-

1871 sive of the Ganges and the Bhagirathi to 
be 1,595,265 acres or 2,492 square miles. This last 
figure is adopted as the basis for estimating the agri
cultural area of the district, because no other agricul
tural statistics are available beyond those supplied by 
the Revenue Surveyor (in 1874 the Boundary Com
missioner gave the area of the district as 2,462'44 
square miles, and census report of 1872, for the pur
pose of calculating all averages took the area at 2,578 
square miles). 

The following is an account of the employment of 
land :-

Description 

Total area. . 
Unculturable waste . 
Cultivated and cultivable 

Area 

1,595,265'20 acres 
213,739,11 "or 13·4 p.c. 

1,381,526'09 " ,,86'6 p.c. 

The area actually under cultivation is not otherwise 
distinguished. According to another principle of classi
fication his estimates are :-

Description 

Groves .. 
Jheels and marshes 
Hills . . . . . 
Mango groves, jungle and sand 
Tanks & riverbeds excluding 

the area covered by the 
Ganges and the Bhagirathi 

Mango topes . 
Homestead land 

Area 

7,464'20 acres or ·46 p.c. 
24,692'06 " " 1·54 p.c. 

556·50 ·03 p.c. 
58,364,74 " ,,3'65 p.c. 

71,980'95 
10,396,10 
44,722,41 

" 4·51 p.c. 
·65 p.c. 

" ,,2'80 p.c. 

All these estimates refer to the condition of the dis
trict twenty years ago. The total area was at that time 
very nearly the same as it is at present; but the margin 
of cultivation has advanced very much since that date. 
The Subdivisional Officer of Kandi states that within 
the last twenty years the increase of cultivation has 
been about one-fifth of the total area. It is evident 
that the proportion of the area now under cultivation 
must be very large. No figure whatever exists to show 
that the portion of the total cultivated area is appro
priated to the various crops. For the Headquarters 
subdivision, the Collector hazards the following rough 
estimate: out of 10 acres 4 would be under rice, 3 under 
pulses, 2i- under wheat and barley and t under miscel
laneous crops. In the subdivision of Kandi and Jangi
pur the proportion under rice is very much greater. 

There is not a great quantity of spare land in 
Murshidabad district, according to the strict sense of 
the term. There is very little land that is waste except 
in the coast of the jheels and marshes, which are pretty 
numerous but are not entirely uncultivated, for at cer
tain seasons of the year they yield crops of some sort. 
Apart from the marshes there is but a small amount of 
uncultivated land. The Revenue Surveyor (1852-55), 
Capt. Gastrell, estimates that out of a total area 6f 
1,595,265 acres about 213,739 acres were waste, being 
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13·4 per cent of the whole. The Collector states that 
the average rate of rent in Murshidabad is very low as 
comp.ared with other districts. This circumstance 
would seem to indicate that the competition for land 
is not excessive. The land tenures do not present any 
features especially· favourable either to the landlord or 
to the tenant. In the south of the district (the 
Kalantar area), however, the utbandi tenure of· Nadia 
is to be found being not uncommonly known under the 
expressive name of fasli jama. The peculiarity of this 
tenure consists in the circumstances that the cultivator 
only pays rent for the quantity of land that he may 
happen to have cultivated during the year and that the 
amount of rent is regulated by the nature of the crop. 
The Collector states that in Murshidabad the rent of 
such holdings is paid in kind and is determined by the 
actual amount of the produce. These tenures are ac
tually created for short terms and are then renewed. 
It has not been noticed that their number is tending 
either to increase or to diminish. 

There is a considerable class of labourers who neither 
own nor rent land. But the Collector is of opinion 
that no marked tendency exists towards the further 
growth of this class. It is chiefly composed of Santhals 
and others of aboriginal tribes from the north-western 
frontier of the district. They are paid money wages 
in the majQrity of cases, and always in thy- sowing 
season; but at harvest time they receive a certain share 
of the crop. When so remunerated they are called 
krisans. The krisans though receiving a portion of the 
produce, supply their manual labour only, and do not 
contribute in furnishing either the cattle or any portion 
of the seed, nor have they any interest whatever in the 
land. They are very carefully distinguished from the 
bargaits or bhag 'holders who abound in every part of 
the district. These bargaits form a special class of the 
population being not properly labourers, nor yet culti
vators of their own fields. They possess rights which 
amount almost to a metayer species of tenure in the 
land which they cultivate. The conditions of their 
holding are that they retain a fixed share of the produce 
which is usually half, and supply both seed and cattle. 
Such is the .general outline of the bhag system which 
demands of many variations of outturn. The owner of 
the land and the bargait may contribute in varying 
proportions to the entire expenses of cultivation, and 
the share of the outturn awarded to each may vary in 
a corresponding proportion. 

The general agricultural aspects of Murshidabad was 
thus described by the Revenue Surveyor in 1857: The 
country is highly cultivated throughout; and except 
for the village and town sites in the environs, the few 
basaltic hills in the nortq of the district, and a few 
patches of jungles in the west and north-west there is 
but little uncultivated land. All the soil available, even 
the beds and banks of the nullahs and bils as they dry 
up, are tilled to the fullest extent. The fields of the 
high land are almost exclusively devoted to the produc
tion of rice. The land, we are hoping, is terraced out, 
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each field having a bank around it to retain the water 
for the rice crop. When rain is deficient the fields 
in the vicinity of tanks which abound in this portion 
of the district are irrigated from them. This part of 
the country is prettily woody with mango, banyan, 
peepul, sakna and palm trees and on some uncultivated 
patches of land custard. The produce of the northern 
low lands, and indeed of the remainder of the district, 
consists of abundant and luxuriant crops of paddies, 
peas, mustard, etc. 

Rice forms the staple crop in the district and is divid
ed into four great classes known as aus, aman, bora 
and jali. The jali is not much cultivated. It is sown 
in spring and reaped during the rainy season. It grows 
on low river banks which remain moist even during hot 
months owing to sub-soil percolation. It is doubtful 
whether any general improvement is taking place in 
the quality of the rice grown in this district. 

Yield per acre-It is quite impossible to present any 
estimate, even approximately accurate, of the total out
turn of the crops of the district. Indeed it is most diffi
cult to arrive at the fair yield per acre of any good 
crop such as rice. The only course open is merely to 
record the average produce for the various parts of the 
district, as returned by the Collector. In the Lalbagh 
subdivision eight maunds of unhusked paddy per bigha 
of 17 cwts. per acre are considered to be a fair yield. 
In the Jangipur subdivision the aus crop yields about 
six maunds of unhusked paddy per bigha or about 
13 cwts. an acre; the aman crop about 7 maunds per 
bigha or 15 cwts. per acre. In the Kandi subdivision 
the average outturn of paddy per bigha is 10 maunds 
or 22 cwts. per acre. In the Sadar subdivision there are 
two zones. In the southern zone from 10 to.11- maunds 
of unhusked paddy would be the fair return for a bigha 
or from 22 to 30 cwts. an acre. In the northern zone 
this estimate has been reduced to 7 or 8 maunds of un
husked paddy per bigha, or 15 or 17' cwts. an acre. 

Babu Pulin Behari Sen of Berhampur' says that the 
average yield from a bigha of paddy land is from 6 to 
7 maunds of unhusked paddy or 13 to 15 cwts. an acre; 
and that the maximum outturn is 8 maunds per bigha 
or at some places 12 maunds per bigha i.e., 17 or 26 
cwts. per acre. 

Average land per agricultural family-Roughly 
speaking, a holding above 60 bighas or 20 acres in 
extent would be thought a large farm; and a holding 
below 10 bighas or about 3 acres, very small. A hold
ing of 32 bighas or 11 acres would be reckoned a fair
sized comfortable farm for a husbandman. A pair of 
oxen may be possibly made to cultivate twenty bighas 
or 7 acres ; but more usually the use of a pair of oxen 
would be limited to 16 bighas or 5 acres, just half of 
the holding which has been described as a fair-sized 
one. A plot of land, therefore, may be estimated of 
about 15 bighas or 5 acres. Such a holding does not 
enable its cultivator to live as comfortably as a respect-

·able retail shopkeeper, nor does it in general place 
importance in a condition equal to that of a labourer 
of a money wage of Rs. 8/- or 16s. a month. This 

statement, however, must be insisted as applying to 
only ordinary land in the greater part of the district. 
In Kandi subdivision also the state of things is different, 
and the whole of 16 bighas is there in better circum
stances than the shopkeeper. 

The cultivators of Murshidabad district are deeply 
in debt. It is possible that they are not entirely de
pendent on mahajans as the cultivators of Nadia, but 
they are much more embarrassed than the same class 
in the 24-Parganas. The vast majority of the culti
vators are tenants at will, but it is impossible to state 
what proportion this bears to the entire body of the 
peasantry. 

There is to be found in the district a certain small 
number of peasants who own, occupy and cultivate 
their own hereditary lands, without any zemindar 
above them. They are mostly holders of lakhiraj rent
free or aima wage rent land, and almost always have 
under them either sub-holders or labourers of some 
sort. 
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.In the autumn of 1872 Sir George Campbell initiated 
a series of agriculture statistical enquiries in four dis
tricts of Bengal, with a view to acquiring a more accu
rate insight in the condition of rural population. 
Burwan thana then formed a part of Birbhum district 
which was one of the four selected, and the following 
statement of land employment in Burwan thana is 
given from that survey : 

(a) Total of land under crop 
Rice land 
Sugarcane . 
Cold weather crops 
Dihi, mulberry 
MathaI mulberry . 
Vegetable land . . . 
Jedanga land growing pulses. 
Orchard land . 

(b) Total of uncultivated land 
Land cultivated three years ago, 

but not since 
Land brought under cultivation 

within three years 
Uncultivable land . 
Grazing land . 

(c) Total of village sites. . 
Bastu or homestead land . 
Udbastu or lands surroundings the 

homestead . . 

(d) Total of water area 
Tanks 
Khals 
Rivers. ... 

Grand total of (a), (b), (c) and (d) • 

54,342 acres 
46,947 " 

1,207 " 
2,351 " 
2,818 " 

141 " 
125 " 
255 " 
498 

4,642 " 

374 " 

221 " 
884 " 

3,163 " 

2,128 " 
2,053 " 

75 II 

5,832 " 
4,804 " 

290 " 
738 " 

66,944 acres 

This table shows that in an ordinary year if the area 
under water and that occupied by village sites are 
deducted, 11 f 12ths of the' remainder are actually pro
ductive, giving more than 21 acres of tilled land to 
every adult male. Of this productive area, more than 
7/8ths (7/8ths of 11/12ths or 77/96ths or about 5/8ths 
of the total land) is land of which the staple crop is 
aman rice. Of the uncultivated area, about 2/3rds are 
set apart as grazing land. TlJ..e whole uI).cultivated area 
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affords probably some sort of scanty herbage; but the 
area of grazing ground, taking that term in its widest 
sense, is small compared with that under the plough. 
On the other hand, the tank area is large and tank 
water plays an important part in the irrigation of the 
thana. The Collector has endeavoured, by compari
son with the Revenue Survey records of 1851-52, to 
discover whether during the last twenty years the pro
portional area under cultivation has increased. The 
Revenue Survey in that year returned the area at 
68,513 acres, of which 57,373 were entered as cultivat
ed. But under this head were included village sites, 
tanks, garden and grazing land. It is impossible to say 
how much fell under these designations at the time of 
the Survey, but it may be assumed to amount to the 
area now falling under these heads, or 11,613 acres. 
This would leave as the true area under crops in 1852, 
about 46,000 acres, as compared with about 54,000 
acres at the present day, giving an increase in twenty 
years of 17 per cent. 

In Burwan the land classed as uncultivable is 
generally the highest land of all and is usually a stiff 
clay. It often contains nodules of lime, and perhaps 
produces a scanty herbage. Uncultivable land contri
butes some to the crop of grazing land though the yield 
of grass is scanty. It belongs to the landholders who 
do not charge their cultivators for- grazing their cattle 
upon it. The land entered as grazing land is not in the 
nature of regular grass farms. 

The Deputy Collector, in charge of the enquiry, esti
mates the average yield of rice in Burwan thana with 
its area of 105 square miles at about 26,000 pautis of 
aman paddy and 1,500 pautis of aus paddy or 27,500 
pautis in all. A pauti is 16 bis or 80 maunds (local 
weight). This calculation will, therefore, give the 
total yield of paddy at 1,650,000 standard maunds, 
equal to about 60,400 tons. If this estimate be 
correct it would give about 26 maunds or nearly a ton 
of unhusked paddy or 13 maunds or about half a ton 
of clean husked rice per head of population; or, sup
posing it all to be locally consumed, nor far short of 
It see:-; or 3 100 of clean husked rice for the daily con
sumptlOn of each person. The Collector thinks that 
this estimate is excessive, and is of opinion that an 
average daily consumption of one seer or two lbs of 
clean rice per head would certainly not be under the 
mark. This of a population of 64,000 would give a 
daily consumption of 3,200 maunds or 117 tons 3 cwts. 
equal to a yearly consumption of 1,168,000 maunds 
or 42,757 tons. There would thus be a margin of some 
500,000 maunds or about 18,300 tons available for ex
port ; and judging from the traffic of the East Indian 
Railway, although it is impossible to say how much ac
tually comes from Burwan thana, the Collector believes 
that rice is exported thence in considerable quantity. 

A peasant's holding exceeding 50 bighas or about 
17 acres of all descriptions of land would be considered 
a large sized farm in Burwan thana; less than 15 bighas 
or 5 acres is looked upon as a very small holding. A 
farm consisting of 30 bighas or about 10 acres of differ-
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ent descriptions of land would be considered a fair sized 
comfortable holding for a husbandman. 

The lands are chiefly held by the cultivators with a 
right of occupancy. The Collector reports that about 
7 J8ths of the whole body of cultivators hold their lan~s 
with such rights; and that probably one per cent ill 

addition to ordinary occupancy rights hold their land 
free from liability to enhancement of rent. 

Rice constitutes the staple crop throughout the dis-
II 1881 trict ; the aman or late rice being preva-
Imperial lent in the western half and aus or early 
Gazetteer rice in the eastern. To this latter tract • 

also are mainly found the second or cold w~a~her crops 
consisting of wheat, barley, and many vanebes of 011-
seeds and pulses. It is estimated that these latter crops 
nowhere form more than ten per cent of the food sup
ply, and in some parts only 3 per cent. Jute is but 
little grown. 

The use of manure and the tactics of irrigation are 
limited to the Rarh or western half of the district. 
Water is conducted over the fields from the tanks or 
natural water courses. Wells and artificial canals do 
not exist. Very little spare land remains that has not 
been brought under the plough. The. rates. of rent. in 
Murshidabad are low as compared WIth nmghbounng 
districts, nor has they been much enhanced by the effect 
of recent legislation. 

Murshidabad is not specially liable to flood or 
drought, and the differing circumstances of the two 
halves of the country tend to modify the intensity of 
either calamity. 

The chief agricultural statistics for 1903-04 are shown 
III 1903-04 below in square miles :-. 

Subdivision Total Cultivated Cultivable 
waste 

Berhampur 752 346 195 
Lalbagh . 370 205 17 
]angipur 509 281 31 
Kandi 512 332 174 

Total 2,143 1,164 417 

It is estimated that 30 per cent of the cultivated area 
is twice cropped. 

Twice-cropped area 
Area under rice . 
Area under winter rice . . 
Area under autumn (bhadoi) rice 
Area \Jnder wheat 
Area under barley 

349 square miles 
713 
388 
325 
167 
95 

Other crops extensively cultivated are gram and 
other pulses and oilseeds, linseed and mustard being 
the most important kinds. J ute, sugarcane, indigo and 
mulberry are grown but the cultivation of both indigo 
and mulberry is now declining. 

Pasture land is plentiful all over the district. 

The low lying alluvial soil to the east is very fertile. 
The chief crop is the autumn rice, but it also grows 
several important cold season crops. On the hard clay 
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of the Rarh tract aman or winter rice is the main staple, 
though sugarcane, mulberry, tobacco and various 
vegetables are grown. 

According to the statistics for the year 1911-12 the 
IV 1914 following statement may be tentatively 
District compared :-
Gazetteer 

Description 

Net cultivated area 

Area cropped more than once 

Current fallows . . 
Cultivable waste other than 

curren t fallows. . . 
Area not available for cultiva-

tion. . 
Area under rice 

Other cereals and pulses 
(mainly gram. wheat and 

Area 

906 sq uare miles or 2/ 5ths of 
the district area 

332 square miles or 1/3rd of 
the cultivated area 

582 square miles 

417 square miles 

235 square miles 
788 square miles or 87 per 

cent of the cultivated 
area 

barley) . 248 square miles 
Oilseeds (linseed. tiL rape 

and mustard) 56 square miles 
Jute 62 square miles 

Sugarcane and tobacco are cultivated to a small extent. 
Murshidabad is one of the few Bengal districts in which 
wheat and barley are produced to a very considerable 
extent. 

Artificial irrigation is largely practised in the Rarh 
and are seldom in the Bagri. In the former tract 
owing to the configuration of the country and the qua
lity of the soil the crops are almost dependent upon an 
artificial supply of water; whereas in the alluvial lands 
between the Ganges and the Bhagirathi the rainfall 
and the annual inundation of the rivers furnish sufficient 
moisture for the crops. 

Floods are of common occurrence in the district, 
especially in the low-lying Bagri or the eastern half 
which is situated between the Bhagirathi and the 
Ganges. These inundations are caused not by excess 
of local rainfall, but by the rising of the river before 
the end of the rainy season. 

The relative position of the extent of cultivation in 
V Settlement the subdivision is indicated below :-
1924-33 

Subdivision 

District 
Sadar 
Lalbagh 
Jangipur 
Kandi 

Percentage of cultivated 
(including current fal
lows) to cultivable area 

87'82 
89·02 
84·00 
88·20 
90'05 

Twice-cropped or dofasli area: In the district as a 
whole the percentage of area which grows more than 
one crop 32·83 per cent of the net cropped area, while 
the balance of the area, i.e., 67.17 per cent of it yields 
but one crop. The percentage of twice-cropped area 

varies with the various subdivisions. The maximum 
percentage of twice-cropped area is in' Sadar subdivi
sion (48.10 per cent), next comes Lalbagh (38.92 per 
cent). This is followed by Jangipur (28.29 per cent), 
and the lowest in Kandi (12.75 per cent). This shows 
that the oft repeated proposition that the quality of 
land varies directly with the number of crops it can 
grow is not always' true. In this particular district the 
quality is under the inverse ratio to the percentage of 
the twice-cropped area. Kandi is by far the best land 
and Sadar subdivision almost the poorest. The expla
nation of double cropping lies in the fact that th!1 Sadar 
subdivision has more of aus paddy than Kandi. The 
outturn in the former is poorer and the period for the 
taking up the crop of paddy is much shorter than what 
is called as Kandi aman. 

Yield per acre-The outturn is practically the same 
as in the district of Birbhum. Crop cutting experi
ments were made but they are not altogether depend
able. Enquiries from numerous peoples and from per
sonal experience, official and non-official, make a fair 
average approximation possible. It shows the follow
ing outturn. 

Crop 

Unhusked aus paddy 
Unhusked aman paddy 

Maunds per acre 

15 
18 

While the averages are what are stated above in 
most parts of Kandi subdivision, the yield is consider
ably higher, ordinarily between 15 and 20 per cent 
above the average of the district. It must be noted 
that the outturn is from the field of the better type and • 
well looked after. The average is considerably lower. 
If compulsory fallowing be considered it comes to 
about half of what is noted above. 

The following is a comment of the Director of 
Land Records and Surveys in his report to the Govern
ment on the Settlement operations :-

The river system was active and from recorde.d notes 
the gradual decadence of the Bhagirathi had been 
traced. The tenants of the older generation complain
ed that the gradual flood and gradual decadence direct
ly affected the. fertility of the soil. Elsewhere has been 
shown the steady deterioration in the health of the 
people. _. 

The following is the remark of the Government on 
the Settlement Report dated the 27th October, 1938:
"The main occupation in the district is agriculture. 
The total number of agricultural interests comes 
to 985,596 and the area covered by them is 1,215,314 
acres or, in other words, the average area per interest 
is 1,923 acres only. The interests of raiyats of all 
classes represent nearly 73 per cent of the total interests 
of the district. About 58 per cent of the raiyats are 
known to have rights of occupancy in their holdings. 
The economic position of the district is not very satis
factory. Agriculture, the main source of-income, is re
ported to suffer considerably owing to defects in the 
sources of irrigation and drainage." 
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The following is a statement of employment of land 
in the district:-

Description 

Area sown:
(a) Bhadoi 
(b) Aghani 
(c) Rabi . 

Cd) Others, e.g., 
mango, til, 
pan, plan
tain, gua
vas, etc. 

(e) Total 
Dofasli 
Net cultivated 

area 
Current fallows . 
Culturable area 

other than cur
rent fallows 

Area not avail-
able for culti
vation 

Total uncultivat
ed area (current 
fallows, cul
turable are a 
other than cur
rent fallows and 
area not avail
able for culti
vation) 

Total area of the 
district:-

Irrigated area 

Area 

308,936'25 acres or 
430,146'19 " or 
450,686'50 .. or 

482·71 square miles 
672·10 
704'20 

59,652'84 .. or 93·21 
1,249.421'78 .. or 1.952'22 

308.840,39 .. or 482·56 

940.581'39 or 1,469'66 

49,607'28 .. or 77'51 

137,252'38 .. or 214·46 

180,085'06 .. or 281·38 

366.944,72 .. or 573'35 

1,307,526' 11 

167,044'19 .. 

or 2,043'01 
or 261·01 

The following is a statement of crops in the district:-

Description Area 

Rice:-
,(a) Aus 286.952'74 acres or 448·36 square miles 
(b) Aman 425,431'66 .. or 664·75 
(c) Bora 3.213'31 or 5'02 

Grains and Pulses:-
Wheat 47,830'05 .. or 74·73 

Barley 22.880'20 or 35·75 

Gram (pulse) 124.318'51 or 194·25 .. .. 
Other foodgrains 

(including 
pulses) 155.732,17 .. or 243'33 

Oilseeds:-
(a) Linseed 38.782'08 .. or 60·60 
(b) Til 4,136'88 .. or 6'46 
(c) Rape and 

mustard 22.753'20 or 35'55 
(d) Others 3,844'08 or 6'(}1 

Sugar:-
(al Sugarcane. 4,305,03 .. or 6'73 
(b) Others . 405·70 .. or 0'63 

Condiments and 
spices 8,994'00 ,-, or 14'05 

Fibres:-
(a) Jute 
(b) Others 

14,708'72 acres or 
453·24 .. or 

22'98 square miles 
0·71 

Dyes 92·44 .. or 0·14 

Drugs & Narco
ties:-
(a) Tobacco 
(b) Others 

1,355·71 
736·92 

or 2·12 
or 1'15 

Fodder crops (in
cludinl{ Jowar 
and Kalai) 17.472·01 or 27·30 

Fruits & Vegeta
bles (including 
root crops):-
(a) Fruits 
(b) Potato 
(c) Others 

31.002,10 .. or 48'44 
5.105,72 or 7'98 

18.006,67 or 28'14 

Miscellaneous 
Crops 10.908,64 .. or 17'05 
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TOTAL 

Area sown more 
than once 

Net area sown . 

1.249.421·78 

308.840·39 
940.581·39 

.. 

.. 

or 1,952'22 

or 482'56 

or 1.469'66 

The classification of land with comparative figures 
VI Ishaque of the Settlement is given below:

Survey, 
1944-45 

Description Ishaque Settlement Difference 
Survey 

Cultivated land, including 
current fallows 973.486 940.582 + 32,904 

Culturable waste 141.492 137.252 + 4,240 
Unculturable 195.348 180.085 + 15,263 
Area covered by marshy 

lands 77.916 84,729 - 6.813 

The areas both for culturable and unculturable waste 
have increased since the last settlement. This is due 
to depopulation particularly in Nawada and Harihar
para thanas. 

The position of the principal crops is as follows:-

Crop 

Arnan 
Aus 
Jute 
Wheat 
Barley 

Ishaque 
Survey 

435,254 
342.882 

33.257 
42.167 
27,625 

Settlement 

425,421 
286.953 

14.709 
47.830 
22,880 

All seasonal crops taken together are shown below :

Crop Ishaque Settlement Increase (+) 
Survey or 

Bhadoi 
Aghani 
Rabi 

393.575 
497.942 
398,616 

308,936 
430.146 
450,687 

decrease (-) 

+ 84,639 
+67,796 
-52,061 

The tables show that there has been considerable 
increase in aghani and bhadoi crops since the last 
settlement. This is because though aman has not in
creased so much there has been considerable increase 
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in the cultivation of winter vegetables. Aus cultiva
tion has considerably increased. Fall in rabi is due to 
unfavourable weather conditions and lack of irrigation 
facilities. 

The classification of land by subdivisions is given as 
under:-

Name of Cultivated Culturable Uncul- Total Area 
subdivi- area includ- waste turable under 
sian ing current jungles 

fallows 

Berhampur 321,484 46,245 44,840 412,568 6,781 
Lalbagh 232,480 39,171 60,509 332,160 3,716 
Jangipur 203,651 20,260 49,744 273,655 862 
Kandi 215,872 35,816 40,253 291,941 337 

Areas under principal crops are as under:--

Subdivision Aman Aus Jute Sugarcane 

Berharnpur' 110,519 162.833 15,888 3.396 
Lalbagh 55.241 118.690 11.459 1.121 
Jangipur 94,748 55.732 5,397 2,883 
Kandi 174.744 5,626 511 4,392 

It may be mentioned that there has been a marked 
increase in the cultivation of aman, bhadoi and rabi 
crops in Lalbagh and J angipur subdivisions, and 
increase in bhadoi and decrease in aman in Berhampur 
and a decline in all the crops in Kandi subdivision. 
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The following is a comparative statement of Ishaque 
Survey and District Settlement figures:-

Description Ishaque Settlement Difference 
Survey (1932) 

U ncul turable waste in-
cluding water' 195,345 180,085 + 15,260 

Culturable waste 141,492 171.818 -30,326 

CuI tivated :-
(a) Orchards 45.859 46.185 326 
(b) Arnan paddy 435,254 425.431 + 9,823 
(c) Others 492,373 484.007 + 8,366 

Total area of the district . 1,310,323 1,307,526 + 2,797 

The following is a statement of density of population, 
per capita crop and paddy areas in the district:-

Total population . 1,640,530 
Total area of the district 1,310.323 acres 
Density per square mile. . . . 800 
Total cropped area (net cropped & dofasli) . 1.340,704 " Per capita cropped area ·82 

" Total paddy area ' 785,034 
" Per capita paddy area ·48 .. 

Approximate Time 01 Sowing and Harvesting 

Name of crops Time of sowing Time of harvesting 

Arnan (broadcasted). March-April 
Aman (transplanted). June-July 

Novernber-January 
Ditto 
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Note 1 

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS INQUIRY IN 
BARWAN THANA IN 1872 

Extract from pages 346 to 350 of "A Statistical Account of 
Bengal" Vol. IV., Burdwan, Bankura and Birbhum 

By-W. W. HUNTER 

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS-In the autumn of 1872, Sir 
George Campbell initiated a series of <l.gricultural statistical 
inquiries in four Districts of Bengal, with a view to acquiring 
a more accurate insight into the condition of the rural popu
lation. Birbhum formed one of the four selected Districts, 
and the police circle (thana) of Barwan was taken as a speci
men area. A Deputy-Collector was appointed to the work; 
and the following pages represent the result of his inquiries, 
as embodied in a report from the Collector, dated 4th July 
1873. I condense the following pages from that document, 
giving the English equivalents of the local weights and mea
sures. The local maund in Birbhum differs considerably from 
the standard maund of other parts of Bengal, being only 
60 Ibs. instead of 82 lbs. avoirdupois .. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BARWAN POLICE 
CIRCLE-This is the most easterly thana of the District, 
and contains an area of about 105 square miles. Its popula
tion shows a larger proportion of Muhammadans and a smaller 
element of the aboriginal type than the tracts to the west
ward. The soil is alluvial, though somewhat l:>igher in level 
than the alluvium of Murshidabad and the Gangetic delta 
to the eastward. It is drained by four rivers, the Mar, the 
Kandar, the Kana, and the Kunia, which in the rainy season 
find their way through a network of creeks and swampy 
lakes into the Dwarka, and so into the Bhagirathi, a short 
distance above Katwa. They are torrent streams rising in the 

_ hills to the westward, almost dry in the hot weather, and 
seldom causing inundations. One small marsh (bil) exists near 
Panchthupi, into which the Mar is allowed to flow at times. 
The Census returns the population of the thana at 64,173 
souls, which, taking the area at 105 square miles, would give 
a pressure of 611 persons to the square mile,-a density con
siderably above the average of the District. This, however. 
might be expected, when the high proportion of cultivated 
land here is compared with the jungles in the western part 
of the District. Number of villages as returned by the Census, 
is 228. There is only one really large village, viz., Panchthupi. 
The tract is a purely agricultural one, rice being the chief 
staple. The aman or December rice crop suffices to feed the 
population, and probably allows of some export. Gur 
(molasses) and oil-seeds are also produced, but are not 
exported, as the supply is only sufficient to meet the require
ments of the tract. There is a small production of the ordi
nary pulses, such as arhar, but, etc. These, with some 
mulberry cultivation, comprise the whole resources of the 
thana. For cotton to clothe themselves, the inhabitants look 
to the marts of Agra and Cawnpur; while for salt, tobacco, 
metals, betel. and pan, they depend on imports from 
Calcutta or the marts which line the banks of the Bhagirathi. 
The whole population supports itself either directly or almost 
directly by agriculture; and indeed those who have other 
occupations, such as the small shopkeepers, handicraftsmen, 
etc., also hold some plots of land. There is no separate class 
of labourers nor does the thana supply labour to other tracts. 
Agricultural labour, however, is to be hired among the class of 
small cultivators. For instance, a family of brothers may 
hold land insufficient to give occupation for them alL and in 
such a case some of them work as labourers for their 
neighbours. 

The following table shows how the land in the thana 
is distributed, with the area under the different crops, village 
sites, and details of the uncultivated area, water area, etc. I 
reproduce the figures as supplied to me. See table on next 
page. 

This tahular statement is a remarkable one. It shows that 
in an ordinary year, if the area under water and that occupied 
by village sites is deducted, eleven-twelfths of the remainder 
are actually productive, giving more than two and a half 
acres of tilled land to every adult male. Of this productive 
area, more than seven-eighths are land of which the staple 
crop is aman rice. The next most important product is 
mulberry, occupying about one-eighteenth of the cultivated 
area; then comes the land under cold-weather crops, which also 
produces aus, or autumn rice, still further swelling the rice 
area. Sugar-cane follows next, with about one thousand two 
hundred acres; while fractional areas are devoted to a1'har, 
san, and miscellaneous crops. Of the unculltivated land, 
about one-third is classed as unfit for tillage, and about two
thirds are set apart as grazing land. The whole uncultivated 
area affords probably some sort of scanty herbage; but the 
area of grazing ground, taking that term in its widest sense, 
is small compared with that under the plough. On the other 
hand, the tank area is large, and tank water plays an im
portant part in the irrigation of the thana. The Collector 
has endeavoured, by comparison with the Survey records of 
1851-52, to discover whether during the last twenty years the 
proportional area under cultivation has increased. The 
Revenue Survey in that year returned the area at 68,513 

'acres, of which 57,373 were entered as cultivated. But under 
this head were included village sites, tanks, garden and grazing 
land. It is impossible to say how much fell under these 
designations at the time pf Survey, but it may be assumed 
to amount to the area now falling under these heads, or 11,613 
acres. This would leave as the true area under crops, in 1852, 
about 46,000 acres, as compared with about 54,000 acres at 
the present day, giving an increase in twenty years of seventeen 
per cent. 

SOILS-Three kinds of soils are met with in Barwan thana: 
-(1) Mathial or methel, a clayey soil fit for pottery, splitting 
up in the hot weather, and tenaciously muddy in rain. (2) 
Doras or belia, clay mixed with sand; it is heavy to work, and 
of a gamboge or dirty yellow colour. (3) Bali, pure sand; 
found on the banks or in the beds of rivers. It is unprofitable 
till a clayey silt has been deposited, when it bears a high value, 
and is chiefly used for vegetables. It has a reddish tinge, indi
cating doubtless its source, having been brought down by river 
action from the westward. The true red or laterite soil is not, 
however, met with in Barwan thana. 

DESCRIPTIONS OF LAND-Cultivated land, as distin
guished from soil, is divided as follows:-(I) Sali, (2) do, (3) 
jedanga, (4) olan, (5) dihi, mulberry land, and (6) mathial, 
mulberry land. The soil of these various classes of land may 
be either mathial or doras. Of sali lands there are three kinds, 
which take up seven-eighths of the whole cultivated area of 
the thana, the main crop being aman rice. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF LAND IN BARW AN POLICE CIRCLE 

DESCRIPTION OF LAND Acres Roods Poles Bighas Kathas Gandas 

Land Under Crop 

Rice land 46,947 2 32 142,016 16 2 
Sugarcane 1,207 1 24 3,652 8 1 
Cold-weather Crops 2,351 1 8 7,112 13 6 
Dihi. Mulberry 2,818 0 6 8,524 10 3 
Mathia!, Mulberry " 141 3 36 429 10 10 
Vegetable land " 125 3 0 380 7 15 
Fedanga land, growing Pulse Crops, such as arhar .. 255 0 4 771 9 0 
Orchard land 498 1 30 1,507 15 9 

Total 54,345 2 20 164,395 10 6 

Uncultivated Land 

Land cultivated three years ago, but not since 374 2 30 1,132 18 8 
Land brought under cultivation within three years 221 0 17 668 13 16 
Uncultivable land 884 1 8 2,674 19 18 
Grazing land 3,163 0 12 9,568 5 7 

Total 4,643 0 27 14,044 17 9 

Village Sites 

Bastu. or Homestead land 2,053 0 17 6,210 12 18 
Udbastu, or lands surrounding the Homestead 75 2 37 229 1 17 

Total 2.128 3 14 6,439 14 15 

Water Area 

Tanks 4.804 2 17 14,533 18 9 
Khals 290 3 14 879 16 0 
Rivers 738 3 33 2,234 7 0 

Total 5.834 24 17,648 9 

GRAND TOTAL 66.952 0 5 202,528 3 19 
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An account of the Nizamat Fund of the CoUectorate of Murshidabad and 
distribution of Pensions 
By Shivaprasad Lahiri 

When the East India Company was invested with the office 
of the Dewan of Bengal in 1765, Lord Clive fixed the yearly 
allowance of the Nawab Nazim at 53 lakhs. This was reduced 
in 1768 by the Court of Directors to 41 lakhs on the accession 
of Nawab Syef-ud-Dowlah 'in consequence of a great part of 
the rabble army being put down. When the minor Nawab 
Mobarak-ud-Dowlah succeeded, the English took upon them
selves the defence of the country, as well as the disposal of 
the revenue and the Court of Directors in their despatch of the 
10th April 1771, fixed the allowance at 16 lakhs (Sieca) during 
the period of non-age. This allowance whieh was not in
creased, when Mobarak-ud-Dowlah came of age, was continued 
to successive Nawab Nazims and the family in full till 1837 
and nominally till 1880 when it was reduced by nearly one 
half. 

Until Mobarak-ud-Dowlah came of age, the Stipend was paid 
to his guardian Md. Reza Khan. Afterwards for the disorderly 
management of the Nizamat affairs, debts were incurred, ex
cessiye establishments were kept up and relations and depen. 
dants of the former Nizams were not properly provided for. 
The Hon'ble the Court of Directors in their general letter 
dated the 21st July 1786 desired to adopt measures to pro
vide for the support and dignity of the Nawab Mobarak-ud
Dowlah either by efficacious checks which may secure to His 
Highness the clear and undiminished receipt of the real stipend 
allotted to him or by an economical arrangement of his house
hold dependants and other expenses, or even by an immediate 
augmentation of his stipend, having a due consideration of 
his real necessities, and at the same time an attention to the 
embarrassments of the affairs. Thereafter, the Board in their 
letter dated the 20th June 1787 instructed Mr. Ives, the Judge 
of the Dewani Adalat at Murshidabad, to submit a plan on the 
affairs of the Nizamat. 

After the most deliberate attention to the instructions sent 
to Mr. Ives and mature consideration of the plan he proposed 
in consequence, Mr. Ives was instructed by Lord Cornwallis; 

(il To ascertain the names and ranks of the relations of the 
three former Nawabs, who depend on the present Soubah for 
maintenance. 

(ii) To enquire of the Nawab, the names of those, he wishes 
to dismiss from the establishment. 

(iii) To propose such reduction of the Nizamat expenses as 
shall be practicable after providing suitably for the dignity of 
the Nawab's station and for the support of his relations and 
dependants who have a claim to it. 

(iv) To provide an establishment for his eldest son out of 
the allowance to the Nawab, and to suggest a plan for estab
lishing a fund for the Nawab's increasing family. 

(v) To ascertain the precise amount of His Highness' 
debts. 

(vi) To provide a fund for the discharge of them. 
(vii) To propose checks and regulations that may ensure 

the regular payment of the allowances without deduction and 
other matters concerning the Nizamat, numbering 10 items. 

Lord Cornwallis divided these heads of the instructions to 
Mr Ives into two parts including the above items up to vii, 
i.e., (i to vii) into one as being the grounds of arrangement 
proposed to extricate the Nawab from 'his present difficulties, 
and to secure to himself the happy effects of the Hon'ble East 
India Company's protec'don as well for the future as for the 
present. 

Of these general heads, which form the 1st part of the Lord 
Cornwallis' present communication, the most material are the 
debts His Highness labors under, the amount of reductions re
quisite for the fund for a provision for an increasing family, 
and for the discharge of the incumbrances with the appropria
tion of the remainder. 

In regard to the reductions requisite for a fund for the 
provision of an increasing family, and for the discharge of this 
heavy load of debt amounting to Rs. 22,86,666-12-13G-3C, it 
occurred to Lord Cornwallis to consider on the propriety of 
making any reductions for either of these purposes from the 
salaries of pensioners, .etc., on the Nizamat establishment, 
how far the establishment would admit of reductions and in 
what proportion such reduction should be made upon the 
Nawab and his family and upon the pensioners, etc., Mr. Ives 
was instructed in these points and he proposed in his plan 
that Rs. 18,000 per :mensem or Rs. 2,16,000 per annum should 
be allotted to these objects. 

On the 3rd September 1790, Lord Cornwallis, C. Stuart and 
P. Speke, Esqs. from Fort William wrote a letter to J. E. 
Harrington, Esq., Paymaster of the Nizamat Stipends at 
Moorshedabad as follows: "Having taken into consideration, 
the plan proposed by Mr. Ives in consequence of their ins
tructions in June 1787, they have thought proper to adopt 
the following resolutions concerning the Nizamat of 
Moorshed{tbaci. 
(1st) To provide a fund for the payment of the debts due by 

His Highness the Nawab Mobarak-ud-Dowlah, out of 
the stipend allowed to him by the Company. 

(2nd) To provide a fund for the maintenance of a future in
creasing family out of the stipend allowed to him by 
the Company. 

(3rd) To leave the Nawab master over his affairs and his 
stipend as shall be hereafter more fully explained. 

(4th) To provide a maintenance for his eldest son. 
(5th) To regulate :the several departments of the Nizamat 

under separate heads according to which the stipend, 
allowed to H.H. by the Company, is to be hereafter 
appropriated.' ' 

This provision was intended to apply to the descendants of 
Mobarak-ud-Dowlah only concerning the relations of the then 
and former Nawab Nazims, Lord Cornwallis declared pensions 
for them, amounting to Rs. 71,004 per annum to be here
ditary, that is he entirely separated these pensions from the 
control of the Nawab and placed them under the management 
of the Pay Master of the Nizamat Pensions. This was done 
solely in order to secure their regular payment. They have 
been classed as hereditary ever since, though these pensions 
ought to be treated as gradually resumable pensions. 

In order that certain pensioners, chiefly women included 
in what is called the Bhela, might be paid regularly, Lord 
Cornwallis placed Rs. 21,384/ per annum under the Pay 
Master and independent of the Nawab. Pensions amounting 
to Rs. 3,00,000/ payable to Mani Begam, Bubboo Begam, 
Meer Saidoo and Subha Begam and some other amounts were 
also separated from the stipend and placed under the Pay 
Master, simply in order to insure prompt payment. These 
separated payments came to Rs. 6,08,388 per annum, leaving 
the Nawab Nazim independent control over Rs. 9,91,612 per 
annum. The latter amount was divided into various sums, 
showing how it should be spent by the Nawab, Mobarak-ud
Dowlah died in 1793, and was succeeded by his eldest son who 
was informed that 16 lakhs, subject to the regulations for its 
appropriation prescribed by Lord Cornwallis, would be conti
nued to him. 

On the 24th December 1801, N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., 
Secretary to Govt., Political Department, wrote a letter from 
Allahabad to T. PattIe, E. Colebrooke, R. Rocke, and T. 
Hayes, Esqs., intimating that His Excellency the Governor 
General, having deemed it necessary that measures should be 
adopted for the purpose of meeting various objects of imme
diate and future exigency connected with the appropriation 
and management of the funds of the Nizamat, has been pleased 
to appoint you to form a Committee for the purpose of devis
ing those measures as it appeared to His Lordship that the 
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plan framed for the appropriation of the stipend in the year 
1790, however well calculated to provide for immediate exi
gencies, was defective in one material point. It provided no 
adequate fund for future contingencies, nor for any eventual 
excess above the estimated expenditure in the several depart
ments of the Nizamat. 

In the year 1802, the Committee appointed by Lord 
Wellesley as mentioned above, to act in concert with their 
Highness the Nawab and Mani Begam to revise the 
whole system of the Nizamat, had recommended that on Her 
Highness Mani Begam's decease, her stipend 1,44,000 Sicca 
Rupees per annum should be appropriated for the payment of 
the Nawab Nazim's debts and for building expenses, marriage 
portions and other purposes for which Government had 
hitherto made advances. 

In 1813 the Mani Begam died. The amount of stipends. 
which had lapsed up to March 1816 was upwards of 5 lakhs, 
chiefly arising from the arrears of Mani Begam's stipend 
since her death. To this it was proposed to add 2 lakhs said 
to be due by the Nazim to the Government, to ,be paid out of 
Mani Begam's personal property. Mr. N. B. Edmonstone, 
Secretary to Govt., Political Department, remarked that the 
question was not whether the Company was bound perma
nently to apply the sum of 16 lakhs to the support of the 
Nizamat, on which point forcible arguments might be ad
vanced on both sides (although the treaties with Mobarak-ud
Dowlah and his predecessors would appear to settle thin point 
in favour of His Highness' successors for ever, so long as no 
new arrangement was made between the two contracting 
parties), but the actual question was, whether lapsed stipends 
should be applied to an arrangement, the exclusive object of 
which was the prosperity and pecuniary benefit of the 
Nizamat. The mode of such application had always been 
determined by Government. This Minute \Vas approved by 
the Governor General. Mr. Moncktone was 'deputed to ask 
His Highness' consent which was given and the proposed sum 
of 7 lakhs was invested. It was stipulated that the advantage 
arising from the discount in papers will belong to the Nizamat, 
and is to be accounted for to His Highness the Nawab. The 
Nawab requested an assurance from the Governor General that 
these funds should be considered as appertaining to the 
Nizamat and not liable under any change of circumstances to 
be diverted to purposes foreign to the interest of the house of 
Jaffar Ali Khan. The Governor General assured His High
ness that this fund "is and will be considered as the inalienable 
property of His Highness' family, over and above the 16 lakhs 
of rupees assigned for its support." (Political Department 
letter dated the 15th July 1817 addressed to the Agent to the 
Governor General at Moorshedabad,) 

The right of the Nawab Nazim to Rs. 16,00,000 per annum 
and also to the money thus invested was therefore unquestioned 
at that time. In 1823 (5th January) the Governor General 
pledged himself in a letter to the Nawab Nazim "to a scru
pulous adherence to subsisting engagements and to the obJi
gations of public faith and honor". This assurance was re
peated verbatim by Lord Auckland in his letter of the 7th 
March 1836 on the accession of the then Nawab Nazim. 

Formation of Mani Begam'ii or the Ni:zamat Deposit 
F~nd-In the year 1823, the arrears of Mani Begam's 
stIpend from 1816 to 1823 amounted to 7 and a half lakhs in 
the. Collector's Treasury. The Governor General in Council 
deSIred that 6 lakhs may be invested to the best advantage 
a~d the paper held in deposit in the same manner as that pro
vIde~ for t~e pay~ent of the Agency. This sum formed 
Mam Begam s DepOSIt Fund, It was invested for the benefit 
of the Nizaruat and is clearly on the same terms as the 
Age~t's D~posit Fund; t~e inalienabl~ p.roperty of His High
~ess famIly.. It was mtended pnncIpally "in the first 
mstance to bUIld. a palace for His Highn~ss", to which the 
Government conSIdered itself pledged, and on which it had 
been _spent. 

Formation of Lapsed Stipend or Nizamat Pension Fund of 
2 lakhs per annum and n~ more-At this time, those who 
had reCeIved the .largest stIpends, such as Mani Begam and 
B?bbu Begam bemg deceased, the annual amount of lapsed 
stIpends amounted to nearly 3 lakhs of rupees, Other allow-

Ill-contd. 

ances had been granted by the Nazim and sanctioned by the 
the Supreme Government, but after deducting these, thpre re 
mained upwards of 2 lakhs per annum and the Governor 
General in Council proposed to the Nazim that "on condition 
of Government withdrawing from all interference in auditing 
his accounts, His Highness should consent to allow this sum 
of 2 lakhs per annum to accumulate in the Collector's trea
sury instead of being spent in his own." The Governor 
General pledged himself that the British Government "will, in 
that case, undertake the payment in future, from that fund 
of all charges for new buildings or other expenses legitimately 
claimable from it." Some of these are previously specified, 
a lakh was granted for renewing any part of His Highness' 
Establishment which may be defective. "Portioning the 
daughters of the family" was named and the object of the 
fund was stated to be, to place in the hands of Government, 
a means for relieving any exigencies in which the Family 
might be involved. The Deposit Fund formed from Lapsed 
Stipends was styled "a sacred Inheritance of the Nizamat". 

The Government proved that they did not wish to increase 
the Deposit Fund above 2 lakhs by ordering that the one 
lakh remaining of the accumulated stipends, should be made 
over "to His Highness to meet the stipends of the daughters 
of His late Highness with full liberty to appropriate any ex
cess to purposes connected with the splendour and credit of 
his exalted station. It is by no means the desire of Govern
ment to increase indefinitely the appropriatio]ls for the benefit 
of the Deposit Fund beyond two lakhs of rupees, i.e., one 
eighth of the entire Nizamai Stipend and the Governor 
General in Council, would not wish to make it larger, at the 
same time it would not be advisable to reduce the fund below 
one lakh and a half or to trench on the amount of Mani 
Begam's stipend which had for so long a time been set apart 
for the purpose. Mani Begam's stipend was part of the 
annual two lakhs. The Birtish Government will relinquish all 
desire to increase the fund pledging itself on the lapse of any 
futurr stipend to consider the suggestion of His Highness as to 
its allotment and except under special circumstances to assign 
the whole for the benefit of the family and its dependants." 

The Court of Directors then declared the Deposit Fund as 
the property of the Nizamat generally. Thus from the arrears 
of 'Mani Begam's stipend, three distinct funds were formed. 
The first of them was styled as Agency Deposit Fund, set 
apart in 1816 for the payment of the Governor General's 
Agent and its establishment, the second was called Mani 
Begam's or the Nizamat Deposit Fund invested in 1823 to 
build a pala,ce for His Highness and spent accordingly, and 
the third, the Lapsed Stipend or the Nizamat Pension Fund 
which was to consist of the arrears of Mani Begam's stipend 
and others which might lapse up to the extent of two lakhs per 
annum and no more, was intended for the benefit of the 
Nizamat generally, including the Nazim personally. 

In the year 1834, the Nawab Nazim in a letter to Lord 
William Bentinck, the then Governor General, requested that 
the income set apart for his own use should be secured to him 
and to the Nazims for ever, not subject to deductions on 
account of any claims of the collateral branches of the Nizamat 
family, but the younger sons of the family falling back into 
the r~nk of Akrobas and being provided for as usual out of 
the Deposit Fund. To this Lord William Bentinck in the 
year 1835 replied by proposing "to confirm to the Nazim and 
his successor the sum now actually received provided the re
mainder of the Nizamat Fund shall ever hereafter be at the 
absolute disposal of the British Government subject only to 
the condition of providing for existing collateral branches of 
the Nizamat family and completing the palace". The Nazim 
naturally objected to these novel terms and never answered 
the Governor General's letter. In a private letter to the 
Agent, His Highness remarked "this is a strange arrangement 
and an odd way of fulfilling promises." The Nawab Nazim 
had scarcely any right to be agreeable to such terms. 

Aft~r 1826. some of the stipends ordered by Government to 
be pa.Id, whIch had la~sed from the deaths of the pensioners, 
were Invested and credIted to funds under different names for 
general Nizamat purposes, but the Nawab had appropriated 
most of these lapses. Afterwards Government began to inter-
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fere much more with the distribution of the 16 lakhs, which 
everyone took to be a perpetual grant, but which everyone 
knew the Nawab Nazim was incapable of administering. In 
1834 the personal stipend of the Nawab Nazim was limited 
to Rs. 6,98,000 and the disbursement of whatever was required 
for the payment of stipendiaries and the general expenses of 
the family was left to the Agent to the Governor General at 
Murshidabad. This personal stipend was maintained till 
Nawab Nazim Munsoor Ali went to England in 1869. Mean
time the remainder of the 16 lakhs was administered by the 
Governor General's Agent at Murshidabad and all the pen
sioners outside the Nawab's personal family were paid direct 
by Government. As has been mentioned above, lapses of 
such pensions went to the Deposit Fund, which was kept 
solely for the future benefit of the family. From it new 
pensions, marriage grants, etc., were made. The Court of Direc
tors thus expressed their views concerning the Deposit Fund 
in their Despatch of the 24th April 1840, upon a question 
whether the small stipends of dependants should be considered 
as hereditary or lapsed to the Fund. "It is very correctly 
stated by the Deputy Governor in Mr. Prinsep's letter to 
Colonel Caulfield, the Agent, dated the 18th July 1838, that 
through the Deposit Fund, and by occasjonal grants in the 
manner usual, more good will result to the members of the 
Nizamat than if the whole amount set apart for the family 
were frittered away in petty allowances to impoverished 
dependants." Af.ter 1837 the lapsed stipends that went to 
the Deposit Fund were treated as book credits merely, and no 
interest was paid by Government who kept the money. 

A resolution was made by the Deputy Governor in Council 
on the 28t~ December 1837 that the Deposit Fund (consisting 
of the lapsed stipends of the Mani Begam Rs. 12,000 per 
mensem) and other lapsed allowances, accumulate monthly 
in the Collector's hands for appropriation to incidental 
charges of the Nizamat or for investment for the general bene
fit of the family, i.e .• if not spent month by month on inci
dental charges, it was to be invested. 

The Government in their letter dated the 23rd May, 1838 
addressed to the Agent to the Governor General at Murshida
bad stated that "Government in respect to the Deposit Fund 
(as a whole) is the Trustee responsible for its application in 
the manner most beneficial to the Family." (But makihg it 
a book debt without interest is not in accordance with the 
principles on which Trustees are expected to act for the benefit 
of their wards). In 1854, the Agent to the Governor General 
brought to His Lordship's notice that the sum of nearly 24 
lakhs was lying undrawn in the Collector's Treasury (the 
order.s of Government to place these at the credit of the Deposit 
Fund having been totally neglected) and requested to know 
if this should not be invested so as to give His Highness' 
family the benefit of the interest. 

In former days investments were ordered to be made 
"to the best advantage". The unused interest on the Deposit 
Fund was to be re-invested, even "the discount on these tran
sactions belonged to the Nizamat and was to be accounted 
for t~ His Highness". The Agent was directed to "invest all 
minority savings for the benefit of the minor". Lord 
Dalhousie considered the Deposit Fund unnecessarily large, 
but gave no reason for this opinion and does not appear to 
have been aware of the obvious remedy for this state of things, 
viz., by carrying out the obligation of restoring all but 
2 lakhs per annum to the Nazim. On the contrary His Lord
ship ordered that no more of the capital should be invested, 
but that it should henceforward be considered as a mere book 
debt bearing no interest. 

In the year 1837, the interest on the Deposit Fund being 
much larger than ,,:as required for ordinary purposes, the 
permanent charge bemg only Rs. 72,000/- the Agent to the 
Governor General desired "that part should be employed in 
Municipal Improvements, roads, tanks, etc., which would tend 
to the comfort, convenience and credit of the Nizamat." Lord 
Auckland sanctioned the unton of the three Deposit Funds 
under the title of "Nizamat Deposit Fund" but declined to 
make any rules for appropriating the surplus interest as it may 
be. ho~ed that without any for~al <l;ppropriation of the surplus, 
HIS HIghness the Nawab NazIm wIll be induced to accede to 
any reasonable propositions for its disposal, such as building or 

I Il-contd. 

repair of houses belonging to the Nizamat family, marriage 
portions or Municipal Improvements thus clearly recognising 
the Nazim's right over the Deposit Fund. It is spoken of by 
the Agent as "not the property of Government". this being 
then an acknowledged fact. The Court of Directors in 1840 
required a more liberal application of the Deposit Fund to 
the relief of individuals than at present practised. 

Lord Dalhousie was the first who affirmed that "the Deposit 
Fund was at the entire disposal of Government and that the 
Nawab Nazim had no claim to, or any control over it". In 
consequence lapsed stipends began to be spoken of as revert
ing to Government (Letter No. 100 dat~d the 15th July 1852 
addressed to the Agent to the Governor General). 

The Court of Directors sanctioned all Lord Dalhousie's 
proposed measures except that instead of abolishing the. salute, 
it appeared sufficient that the number of guns be reduced from 
19 to 13 and they declined interfering with His Highness' 
income during his lifetime, thus causing the most serious alarm 
as to what they might be pleased to do afterwards. 

In 1862 the Government of India expressed their opinion 
still more strongly as follows:-"Since 1771, 16 lakhs of rupees 
have been granted for Nizamat purposes. The continued pay
ment of this sum is guaranteed by no treaty, and it has hitherto 
been paid of the free grace and favour of the British Govern
ment. It may cease or may be diminished whenever Govern
ment shall so determine, but there is no intention of making 
any change in the present arrangement during the lifetime of 
the present Nawab." 

In 1864 the Secretary of State, in reviewing the position of 
affairs, declined to interfere with the allotment of the 16 lakhs 
during the lifetime of the then Nawab. 

In 1867 the Government of Bengal recommended that "the 
fiction of the Nizamat Fund should be put an end to as 
proposed by 'Lord Dalhousie in 1853 and the future disburse
ment from the Treasury limited to the charges to be incurred 
annually on account of pensions and establishments." The 
Government of India again pressed these views on the Secretary 
of State, but in the Duke of Argyll's Despatch No. 138 of 3rd 
December 1870, it was said that the whole question was care
fully considered in 1864, and that, owing to the agreement 
made on his succession, the entire sum of 16 lakhs must be 
carried to the account of the Nizamat. 

The long absence of Nawab Nazim Mansur Ali in England 
since 1869, and his virtual abdication, gave the Government 
of India another opportunity of requesting that the suggested 
revision should be carried out. In their Despatch No. 107 
of the 15th September 1879, the Government of India pointed 
out that the unexpended balances of the annuity in hand were 
about 61 lakhs, whilst the amount funded was 49 lakhs, and 
20 lakhs of securities were in hand-in all about 130 lakhs. 
These large sums included no interest for the time the money 
had been in the hands of Government. The final abdication 
of the Nawab Nazim was held by the Secretary of State to 
furnish an opportunity for the long sought for revision; and 
in his Despatch No. 105 dated the 9th December 1880, Lord 
Harington stated that Her Majesty's Government concurred 
in the view of "the purely personal character of the existing 
arrangement affecting the Murshidabad family; which was 
affirmed by Sir C. Wood in 1864 and again by the Duke of 
Argyll in 1870". It was ordered that the fiction of the exis
tence of a fund and of unexpended balances of the annuity 
should be at once extinguished, and that the securities should 
be cancelled. £ 10,000 a year were settled on the Nawab, 
and a payment of 10 lakhs was made to him in settlement of 
miscellaneous claims of arrears of personal stipend, etc., and 
suitable provision was made for his children. Henceforth all 
payments on account of Nizamat Pensions were borne as direct 
charges on the public revenues. In his despatch above 
quoted, Lord Harington made the following very important 
declaration concerning the future policy towards the Nizamat 
family. "It is requisite that I should record Her Majesty's 
Government's concurrence in the determination of the Govern
ment of India not to admit any charge in perpetuity on the 
public treasury on account of the family of His Highness' 
younger sons, but to effect a gradual reduction of the allow
ances now" sanctioned, and to discontinue them ·altogether 
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after the second generation from the present grantees, no claims 
at all being recognized on the part of heirs of the ex-Nawab's 
daughters.' , 

The Government of India in their despatch No. 107 of 
15th September 1879, upon which the Secretary of Sta~e's 
orders were based, had stated, in reference to the future policy 
of granting pensions to the immediate family of the Nawab for 
the time being, that the claims of future generations would 
become more and more unsubstantial, though it would be the 
duty of the State to provide liberally for the descendants of 
the family to whatever extent as to time and amount as might 
seem right and proper to the Government of the day. The 
Government of India had themselves made the proposition that 
the great-grandsons of the ex-Nazim's sons should receive 
absolutely nothing, as it was decided to be improper to recog
nize indefinitely prolonged claims to assignments from the 
publi~ treasury on the part of the families of the younger sons 
of the Nawab Nazim, but neither that Government nor the 
Secretary of State made any direct allusion to the more dis
tant pensioners. 

So the case rested till Act XV of 1891 received the assent of 
the Governor General on the 21st March 1891. In this it is 
prpvided that the title of Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa has been abolished for ever, and that Rs. 2,30,000 at 
present paid to the Nawab Bahadur shall be payable from the 
revenues of the British Government to the Nawab Bahadur 
for the time being. It is also stated that the stipends of the 
various members of the late Nawab Nazim are not to be inter
fered with by this Act. 

Such being the relations with the head of the family, it 
seems that some changes have also occurred with reference to 
the very numerous distant relations of the Nawab Bahadur. 
The fiction of the Nizamat stipend of 16 lakhs for the benefit 
of the family has been abolished, the personal allowance of 
the head of the family has been reduced from Rs. 6,98,000 
to Rs. 2,30,000 and the title of Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa has been abolished. It is for consideration 
whether the life pensions which have hitherto been called 
distributable and have been declared not to be hereditary, 
should not be resumed on the d~ath of the payees except in 
e_xtraordinary cases. The principle hitherto followed is to 
re~ume a small part and divide th~ rest and to go on doing 
thIS until the amounts become too small for division and have 
to be resumed under the orders that infinitesimal pensions 
should not be granted. It seems that with the change of the 
status of the head of the family and abolition of the Nizamat 
Fu_nd, Gov~rnm~nt is ~o longer .under the obligation of conti
numg penSIOns mdefin!tely to dIstant relation of the Nizamat 
family. 

Nizamat Pensions are of three classes, viz., (i) Life (a) grants 
or grants absolutely resumable on the death of the holders. 
(ii) ~ife grants or distributable pensions and (iii) hereditary 
penslOns. 

Usually after the death of each pensioner his amount was 
distributed among his descendants and dependants and the 
system went on till the 8th August 1838 when' the Government 
of B~ngal told the Agent to the Governor General Murshida
bad, i?- their _letter of the above date that "Niza~at stipends 
n.ot bemg hentable property, His Honour cannot see the neces
SIty for e.stabl.ishing .it <l;s a rule tha.f; when upon a party's 
decease hIS stIpend IS dIstributed amongst heirs and depen
dants, they should inherit from one another upon each 
occasion of lapse." 

The above order was further elucidated in a letter written 
b_v the Bengal Government in 1866 to the Agent to the 
Governor General at Murshidabad in the following lines: 

(1) That these pensions were not heritable property. 
(2) That in the <l;bsence of direct heirs, they should lapse, 

no part gomg to collaterals. 
(3) That wh~re a~y pa~ of a pension was on the death 

of a stIpendiary, gIven to a dependant such portions 
should lapse absolutely on the death of the latter. 

(4) That pensions should lapse rather than be minutely 
subdivided. 

III-contd. 

In the same year Government of BepgaT forwarded a copy 
of orders of Government dated the 18th July and 8th August-
1838 which lay down the principle to be observed in the conti
nuance and distribution of Nizamat pensions. These orders 
were approved by the Court of Directors who thought that the 
stipends of more dependants should never, without strong 
special reasons, be continued to their descendants and that 
when members of the family itself be without direct heirs, 
their stipends should lapse to the deposit fund rather than pass 
to their relations, unless they had left dependants whose 
support would naturally devolve upon some other member of 
the family to whom, in that case, an increase might be granted 
adequate to the burden so imposed upon them. 

As in the case of distributable or life pensions no fixed 
principle has been observed in passing orders for the conti
nuance, reduction or extinction of a hereditary pension, on 
the death of a guarantee. Each case is separately reported by 
the local officers with their recommendations and orders are 
passed by Government after consideration of all the circum
stances of the deceased and of the claims put forward by the 
heirs and dependants. 

In the year (on 1st November 1880) 1880, when the Nawab 
Nazim Syed Munsoor Ali Khan Bahadur renounced all personal 
right of interference with the Nizamat affairs of Murshidabad, 
the Government of India in their~lnance and Commerce De
partment Resolution No. 1101 dated the 16th June 1881 
ordered as follows. -(Copy of this resolution already sent). 

The Secretary of State has also directed that the whole of 
the above shall be defrayed from the general revenues, the 
fiction of a Nizamat Deposit Fund for the payment of some 
of these charges being abolished, and the unexpended balances 
of the annuity being resumed. 

Resolution-The Governor General in Council observes that 
there is a sum of "about 38 lakhs" at credit of the Nizamat 
Deposit Fund, besides securities amounting to over "21 lakhs". 
The unappropriated balance of the annuity payable to the 
Moorshedabad family amounts to Rs. 51,18,917. 

The last item is fictitious and no entries in the accounts are 
required to give effect to the Secretary of State's orders in 
respect of it. 

As regards the other items, the amount now at credit ·of the 
Deposit Fund and the par value of the ~ecurities will be treated 
as revenue, the securities oeing appropriated. So much of the 
above items as represents the increase of tne fund after 1st May 
1865 is a refund of charges against the head "27 Allowances 
and should be credited as a Service receipt. The rest is an 
extraordinary receipt, and should be credited as such without 
passing through the budget heads." 

~xtract from a letter dated the ~th July 1817 from the 
ChIef Secretary to the Government to His Highness the Nawab 
of Bengal. "It was matter of satisfaction to me to be able to 
form th.e ~und for the payment of the new establishment by 
appropnatmg to that purpose the accumulations of different 
branches of the Nizamat not expressly destined for other pur
poses and w~ich could not have be.en applied to any object so 
truly benefic~al. The money formmg the fund thus obtained 
.and a:nountmg t? s~ven lakhs of rupees is considered and 
recogmsed as the mahe_nable property of your Highness' family 
over and above the SIxteen lakhs of rupees assigned for its 
support." . 

To 
Their Highnesses the Nawab Nazim and 

Ameer-oon-Nissa Begum 

"X0ur Highness has. no. doubt been apprized through the 
ordmary sources of mteillge:qce, of my nomination to the 
Charge of the Supreme Government of the Honourable Com
pany's possession in India. 

I have now the honour to inform your Highness that I 
arrived at Fort William on the 4th March and that I have 
taken charge of the office of the Governor General of India. 

You.r H~ghness may: be assured that I am cordially disposed 
to mamtam the relations of Harmony and Friendship subsist
ing between the two States, to establish the utmost degree 
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of individual friendship with your Highness and to seek the 
Confidence of all' the States and Chiefs of Hindoostan and the 
Deccan by a scrupulous adherence to subsisting engagements 
and to the obligations of public faith and honour. 
Fort William} In conclusion etc. 

7th March 1836 Sd/- Auckland. 

Extract from letter dated the lOth October 1837 from the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Agent to the 
Governor General at Murshidabad. 

Para 3. With regard, however, to your suggestions subIJ1it
ted in letter of the 5th instant, for disposing of the surplus 
of the Nizamat annual proceeds, I am desired to observe that 
but little advantage apparently would follow their adoption 
while they might be productive of embarrassment if carried into 
effect. 

Para 4. It may be hoped that without any formal appro
priation of the surplus, His Highness the Nawab Nazim will 
always be induced to accede to any reasonable propositions for 
its disposal such as the Building or repairs of Houses belong
ing to the members of the Nizamat famIly, the provision (torn) 
for marriage portions and the effecting of Municipal (torn) 
improvement in the neighbourhood of the Palace while the 
proposition to set apart 80,000 rupees from the surplus of the 
Nizamat funds for the payment of the stipend of the Rajmahal 
Branch of the Family would seem hardly consistent with 
Justice towards the interests· of the Nizamat family at 
Murshidabad. 

Extract from the. Proceedings of the Hon'ble the Deputy 
Governor of Bengal in the Political Department under date 
the 28th December 1837 : 

Para 7. It appears that besides drawing from the Collec
tor's Office the monthly sums required to pay the Nizamat 
Stipends, the Governor General's Agent has drawn further 
sums from the Collector out of what is called the Deposit Fund 
consisting of the lapsed Stipend of the Munnee Begum 12,000 
Sicca Rupees per mensem which with other lapsed allowances 
according to the Orders of Government accumulates monthly 
for appropriation to incidental charges of the Nizamat or fOI 
investment for the general benefit of the family. 

No. 3-1 

To 
Colonel J. Caulfield, C.B., 

Agent to the Governor General at Moorshedabad. 

Sir, 
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 

dated the 16th and 17th instant and in reply to state that the 
lists appended to your letter of the former date show that for 
the most ordinary occasion upon which money has been 
advanced from the Deposit Fund is for the marriage of children 
and although small sums have been given to relieve necessities 
and larger sums occasionally to discharge debts, those cases 
have been special and are not regarded by His Honour the 
Deputy Governor as warranting the outlay recommended by 
you in the case of Roshun-ood-Dowlah, prospective marriages 
are indeed alluded to besides embarrassed circumstances but 
were the Govern:nent to make an advance on such a plea 
before the mamages were finally determined upon, and the 
parties' names reported, the Funds would be liable to be 
perverted to other uses. 

Ill-contd. 

posed to view with much jealo1lsy the applications of indivi
duals for aid from the Fund unaccompanied with a special 
statement of circumstances showing the case to be one of 
recognised claim. 

Fort William, } 
The 23rd May, 1838. 
/ 

I have etc. 
Sd 1- Illegible 

Secretary, Govt. of Bengal. 

Extract from a letter from the Honourable the Court of 
Directors dated 24th April No. 17 of 1840. 

Para 11. The principles which have been laid down by 
the Deputy Governor for the disposal of stipend on the death 
of the stipendiaries, have our concurrence. We think with 
him that the stipends of mere dependants should never, with
out strong special reasons, be continued to their descendants, 
and that when members of the family itself die without direct 
heirs, their stipends should lapse to the Deposit Fund, rather 
than pass to their nearest relations, unless they have left de
pendants whose support would naturally devolve upon some 
other members of the family, to whom in that case, an increase 
may be granted, adequate to the burthen so imposed upon 
them. It is very correctly stated by the Deputy Governor, 
in Mr. Prinsep's letter to Colonel Caulfield, dated 18th July 
1838 that "through the Deposit Fund, and by occasional grants 
in the manner usual, more good will result to the members of 
the Nizamat, than if the whole amount set apart for that family 
were fettered away in petty allowances to impoverished 
dependants. 

Para 12. It appears, however, to us, that these views require 
a more liberal application of the Deposit Fund to the relief of 
individuals whose distresses are not produced by misconduct, 
than is at present practised. For example, when an inunda
tion laid a great part of the city of Moorshedabad and of the 
surrounding country under water, and the Agent reported that 
among sufferers were many of the Nizamat family, who would 
require assistance to enable them to repair the damage their 
houses have sustained by the inundation. The Deputy 
Governor returned (torn) further answer, that he did not think 
"the public money could advantageously be employed in 
relieving the distress occasioned by the inundation."t The 
Deposit Fund, however, is not "pUblic money" but a part of 
the assignment secured by Treaty to the Family, which part is 
allowed to accumulate for its general benefit. The accumula
tion already proceeds at a more rapid rate than the demands 
on it, and will proceed still more rapidly, now that the fund 
is to derive the benefit of all lapses which may take place. We 
thinl{ therefore that not only grants in favour of the Dependants 
on the Nizamat should be freely made from the Fund in cases 
of general calamity like that just alluded to, but that a revi
sion of the general allowances of the family should occasionally 
take place, with a view of increasing the provision for those 
of its members whose stipends from subdivision or other cause 
are not adequate to their rank, or to the claims on them, or 
whose conduct entitles them to a mark of approbation from 
Government. Thus administered, the Fund might be made in 
some measure, an instrument of moral discipline, which appears 
to be much required and for which no other obvious expedient 
presents itself. 

No. 538 P. 
From 

The Secretary to the Govt. of India 
To 

The Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
In the case of Nawab Jani again, the advances of 18,000 Dated Fort William, 21st March 1873. 

rupees is asked for an adjustment with creditors, but His 
Honour is disinclined to give air for such a purpose, except Sir, 
the adjustment of debts be made either by the Government With reference to correspondence ending with your docket 
officers or through Trustees so as to give full assurance that No. 907 dated 6th March 1873 I am directed to state that 
it is final and will afford the desired (torn) relief. The Go- Foreign His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor 
vernment is, in respect to the Deposit Fund, the Trustee res- Dept1:. General in Council sanctions the grant of 
ponsible for its application in the manner which will make it Political marriage portions of Rupees 20,000 chargeable 
most beneficial to the Family and His Honour therefore is dis- to the Nizamat Deposit Fund on the occasion of the marriage 
------------------------,---------------------------

*Letter of 5th September 1835. tLetter of 12th September, 1838. 
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of each of the daughters of the Nawab Nazim mentioned in 
the Mujleh Sahib's letter dated the 9th December 1873. 

2. Of this sum, Rupees 5000 should be given in cash down 
to pay for the expenses of the marriage and the remaining 
15,000 Rupees should be invested in Government securities in 
the name of the trustees for the benefit of the bride during her 
life-time. 

3. In the event of death of the Nawab Nazim the ques
tion of the provision to be made for these daughters and any 
children they may have, will be fully reconsidered. 

I have etc. 
Sd!- C. U. Aitchison 

Secretary to the Govt. of India. 

From 

To 

Nawab Ali Kudr 
Hussan Ali Mirza Bahadoor 

Colonel Edward Thompson 
Offg. Agent to the Governor General, 

Moorshedabad 
Dated the Palace, Moorshedabad, 2nd November, 1874. 

My friend, 
Referring to your letter No. 509 of the 28th ultimo, I beg 

to enclose three receipts in duplicate for Rs. 50001- each for 
the marriage expenses of the three daughters of the Nawab 
Nazim whose names are noted marginally. 

The Rupees 15,000/- which is sanctioned by Government 
Njsh~ni Begum as dowry. for each bride may in the present 
Pearl Begum case be mvested in Government securities in 
Sukina Bc:gum ~he names of my Grand-mother Her Highness 
Nawab Ralsoolllssa Begum and Nawab Nazim Darab Ali Khan 
as trustees for their benefit. 

No. 4075 

I remain, 
My friend, 

Your sincere friend 
Sd!- Hussan Ali Mirza. 

From 

To 

J. Crawford, Esq., 
Offg. Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

The Offig. Agent to the Governor General 
at Moorshedabad. 

Political 
Calcutta, the 6th November, 1874. 

Sir, 
I am directed to .ackno~ledge the receipt of your letter No. 78 

dated the 28th .ulbmo, With enclosure, and in reply to inform 
you that the Lieutenant Governor sanctions your proposal to 
draw. the sum. of Rupees sixty thousand (60,000) being the 
marnage portIo.ns of three of the daughters of His Highness 
the Nawab Nazlm, for whose marriage arrangements have been 
made. Of this sum Rupees fifteen thousand (15,000), or 
Rupees five thousand (5,000) for each should be given in cash 
to pay for the expenses of their marriage, and the balance, 
Rupees fortyfive thousand (45,000) or Rupees fifteen thousand 
(15,000) for each, should be invested in the names of the 
Trustees for the benefit of the brides during their lifetime. The 
wh()le amount should be debited to the Nizamat Deposit Fund. 

, 
Offg. 

I have etc. 
Sd!- J. Crawford, 

Under-Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal. 

From 

To 

Nawab Ali Kudr 
Syeed Hussan Ali Mirza Bahadoor 

Colonel Edward Thompson 
Offg. Agent to the Governor General 

at Moorshedabad 
Dated The Palace, Moorshedabad, November 13th 1874 . 

Ill-contd. 

My friend, 
With reference to para 2 01 my letter of the 2nd instant to 

Peari Begum your address I have the honour to request 
Nishani Begum that instead of holding the Government secu
Sukhina Begum rities of Rs. (15,000-0-0) fifteen thousand 
sanctioned by Government as the dowry for each of the 
daughters of the Nawab Nazim named marginally in the names 
of Nawab Raisoonissa Begum and Durab Ali Khan as Trustees 
you will be pleased to make them stand in the name of the 
Agent to the Governor General at Moorshedabad. 

I remain, 
My friend, 

Your sincere friend 
Sd/- Hussan Ali Mirza 

No. 634 P. dated Fort William, the 21st March, 1877. 
From 

To 

F. C. Dankes, Esq., 
Offg. Asstt. Secy. to the 

Foreign Deptt. 
Govt. of India. 

The Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Political Deptt. 

I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 568 
dated 9th February 1877, submitting recommendations on the 
subject of the grant of marriage portions to the nine remaining 
daughters of the Nawab Nazim of Bengal. 

2. It has occurred to the Governor General in Council that 
instead of making allotments of Rs. 15,000 and Rs. 30,000 
to the daughters of Mumtooa and Munkooa wives respectively, 
to be invested in Government securities in the name of trustees 
for the benefit of the ladies during their lifetime, it might be an 
equally efficacious and much simpler arrangement to grant from 
the Nizamat Fund an annual allowance 01 Rs. 600 to each of 
the former and Rs. 1,200 to each of the latter, for life, avoiding 
all investments. These allowances would of course be indepen
dent of the amounts to be paid in cash for the purpose of meet
ing the marriage expenses. 

3. Before passing final orders on the subject, His Excellency 
in Council would be glad to receive an expression of His Honor 
the Lieutenant Governor's opinion with regard to this alter· 
native proposal. 

No. 763 P. dated Simla.the 14th April 1877. 
From 

To 

T. H. Thornton, Esq., D.C.L., 
Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of India, 

Foreign Department. 

The Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
. Political Department. 

With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter 
No. 1274 dated 27th March 1877 on the subject of marriage 
portions for the nine remaining daughters of the Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal, I am directed to convey to you the sanction of the 
Governor General in Council to the grant of an annual allowance 
of Rs. 1,200 together with a payment in cash of Rs. 10,000 on 
the occasion of the marriage of each of the daughters of His 
Highness by Munkooah wives. In the case of the six daughters 
by Mumtooah wives, the annual allowance upon marriage will 
be Rs. 600, together with a payment in cash of Rs. 5,000 for 
the purpose of meeting the marriage expenses. 

2. The allowance should be granted for life and will be 
debita?le, together with the payments in cash, to the Nizamat 
DepOSIt Fund. 

No. 134 F dated Fort William, the 15th February 1878. 
From 

To 

H. M. Durand, Esq., 
Offg. Asstt. Secretary to the Govt. of India, 

Foreign Deptt. 

The Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
Political Department. 

In reply to your letter No. 4146 dated 31st December 1877, 
I am directed to say that the Governor General in Council 
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concurs in the opinion expressed by His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor as to the legitimacy of Hoormoozi Begum. daughter 
of His Highness the Nawab Nazim. and sanctions for her the 
marriage portion of a legitimate daughter. viz., Rs. 10,000 in 
cash, and an annual allowance of 'Rs. 1.200 for life. 

Extracts from letter No. 1990 dated the 30th April 1879 from 
the Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, Judicial and Political 
Departments to the Secretary to the Govt. of India: 

'The Nizamat Commission found that jewels. valued profes
sionally at Rs. 96.358 and specified in the list appended to this 
letter were the private property of the Nawab Nazim and these 
should accordingly be considered to be at his disposal. Refer
ence will be made further on to the Englishwoman with whom 
he has been living and to his children by her. 

"As regards the liability of the state to contribute to the 
support of the family. the Government of India express the 
opinion that the British Government are bound, during the life
time of the Nawab Nazim Munsoor Ali. to set aside 16 lakhs a 
year for Nizamat purposes. The Lieutenant Governor trusts 
that His Excellency in Council will be able to modify this view 
on consideration of the circumstances of the case, and of the 
principles which have been already recognised and acted upon." 
One of the chief causes of the confusion in the financial arrange
ments of the Government with the Nizamat. which Lord Dal
housie described in his minute of the 9th November 1853. was 
the failure to recognise that the sums allowed to the different 
Nawab Nazims for the support of their dignity were intended 
as maxima. not to be exceeded, but not necessarily to be attain
ed. The allowances proposed for Nawab Nazim Mobarak-ud
Dowlah were sicca Rs. 15.81.991-0-9 for household expenses and 
a maximum of sicca Rs. 16.00.000 for the support of his dignity. 
The Court of Directors disallowed the engagement with 
Mobarak-ud-Dowlah and reduced the allowance to sicca 
Rs. 16,00,000. Up to 1836 the Nawab Nazim had control of 
the entire sum, and it was the practice, under arrangements 
made at different times, to invest the amount of lapsed stipends 
within the maximum and to credit them to funds under differ
ent names for general Nizamat purposes. In that year. how
ever, the personal stipend of the Nawab Nazim was limited to 
Rs. 6,98,000 and the disbursement of whatever was required for 
the payment of stipendiaries and the general expenses of the 
Nizamat was left to the Agent. This measure was quite in
consistent with the theory of a necessary contribution from 
Government of 16 lakhs a year, but the practice which followed 
involved an absurdity which was apparently first recognized 
by Lord Dalhousie's Government. In 1837 it was deci1:led that 
no further investments of lapsed stipends should be made and 
that they should simply accumulate as a bopk debt bearing 
no interest That the dignity of the Nawab Nazim might be 
enhanced in the eyes of his countrymen by profuse expenditure 
up to 16 lakhs a year. on whatever object. is conceivable; but 
how it could be raised by the entry of book debts in the ac
counts of Government. while the amount at his disposal was 
rigidly restricted, it is difficult to understand. In 1853, the 
true position of the family in its financial relations to Govern
ment was grasped by Lord Dalhousie and he proposed that the 
fiction of a Nizamat fund should be put an end to, the proceeds 
of the funded property being devoted to general Nizamat 
purposes, so far as they would go. and that the remaining ex
penses including the stipend of the Nawab Nazim. and those of 
the members of the family. should be defrayed from the general 
revenues. "By so doing" he added "the Government of India 
will have rigidly observed every obligation towards the Niza
mat which long continued practice may be supposed to have 
imposed upon it." There was here no mention of an absolute 
minimum up to which the liabilities of Government were to be 
forced. Lord Dalhousie simply recognised what should have 
been seen in 1837, that all that Government was called upon 
to do was to provide the Nawab Nazim with the ample stipend 
which he had hitherto enjoyed and to defray such other charges 
of the Nizamat as might arise within the limit of 16 lakhs. but 
that ~t could serve no good purpose whatever. and. was in no 
way mcumbent upon Government, to go through the form of 
acco~nts transfers with no conceivable object beyond the 
makmg ot them. 

III-contd. 

The reply of the Board of Directors to Lord Dalhousie's 
proposals is important. They said "agreeing fully in the gene
ral principle on which your recommendations r. ,t, we are 
nevertheless unable to concur in the particular mode in which 
you propose to give effect to the principle". This mode was 
. 'to put an end to the system under which a specific sum is 
considered in your accounts. as belonging to the Nizamat. It 
appears to us most consistent with the expectations raised by 
our past conduct respecting the assignment that any alteration 
which may be deemed advisable should be made, as on a1l10rmer 
occasions, at the occasion of a new Nazim." It is, perhaps. 
unfortunate that the court did not adopt Lord Dalhousie's 
proposals in practice as well as in theory. But at least there 
can be no doubt that the juncture contemplated by them for 
giving effect to his views has now arrived. It is true that there 
will be no occasion of a new Nazim. but the old Nazim has 
abdicated his political position; he is politically dead and there 
is no Nawab Nazim. 

The Lieutenant Governor would urge moreover that no 
possible argument can be advanced against the abolition of the 
fi~ed contribution for general purposes which cannot be urged 
WIth still greater force against the diminution of the fixed 
allowance of the Nawab Nazim himself. It is only on the 
theory that for political purposes the Nawab Nazim has ceased 
to live that the policy which the Government of India have 
agreed to adopt in reference to Munsoor Ali can be reconciled 
with their own recorded pledges. In 1862 the Government of 
India said :-"Since 1771. 16 lakhs of rupees have been granted 
for Nizamat purposes. The continued payment of this sum is 
guaranteed by no treaty and it has hitherto been paid of the free 
grace and favouI of the British Government. It may cease 
or may be diminished whenever the Government shall so deter
mine; but there is no intention of making any change in the 
present arrangement during the lifetime of the present Nawab." 

Out of the above mentioned sum of Rs. 16 lakhs. somewhat 
less than seven lakhs of sicca Rupees are now paid to the Nawab 
for his own purpose. This arrangement, however is only for 
the lifetime of the present Nawab and will be reconsidered at 
his death. The Lieutenant Governor has no doubt whatever 
tha~ existing circumstances fully justify Government in reconsi. 
denng the arrangement now, but this can only be admitted on 
the ground that; the political existence of the Nawab Nazim has 
ceased. If one part of the arrangement falls. the rest must 
fall w!t~ it. All the. existing pensions must be kept up and 
all legItImate expectatIons must be fulfilled. All this and more, 
however, is provided for in the scheme, which will be developed 
below. But if Government can interfere to deprive the head 
of the family of his fixed stipend and of his title. it is surely 
not bound to maintain. for the protection of subordinate 
interests. which can otherwise be fully secured, an embarrassing 
and cumbrous system of account, which was devised during 
~he exi.steIl;ce of the title, but which becomes meaningless with 
Its extmctIon. It appears to Sir Ashley Eden that no good 
argument could be advanced against the adoption of the course 
now proposed when it was suggested by Lord Dalhousie in 
1853. Still less could anything be urged against it now that 
the eventuality contemplated by the Court of Directors, the 
occurrence of a vacancy in the title, has arrived. But least 
of all can the proposal be assailed when the title is not only 
vacant but practically e~tinct. and when adherence to the 
former course would amount to the employment of an incon
ve~ient fiction in i!llaginary support of the dignity of a title 
whIch no longer eXIsts. 

The amount now at the credit of the Nizamat Deposit Fund 
is about 49t lakhs of rupees, and there are GQvernment secu
rities producing about Rs. 87,000 per annum. This sum can, 
under the pledge given when the Fund was created in 1816 
only be expended for the benefit of the Nizamat family. Ther~ 
is a discrepancy in the accounts regarding a payment of It lakh 
in 1870 which the A.G. hopes to clear up after reference to 
the Home Accounts. The income derived yearly from the State 
lands attached to the Nizamat is Rs. 57,875. The value of the 
State jewels has been estimated by experts to be Rs. 6,63,150. 

The liabili~ies of G~)Vernment in respect of pensions and 
allowances hItherto paId separately from the Nawab Nazim's 
personal stipend are . 
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(u) Hereditary pensions 

Perpl:'tual allowances for 
tomb expenses of Moba
rak-ud-Dowlah, Man i 
Begam, Humayun Jan, 
etc. 

(b) Distributable pensions 

(e) Life grants 

Sicca Rs. 

,.'0.
3491 

1I,249J 
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Sicca Rs. 

1,21,598 

2,08,770 

38,505 

Sicca Rs. 3,68,873 

or Rs 3,93,464 

Of these (a) will be liable only to -yery gradual and .partial 
extinction. Nine of the present penslOners have no helrs and 
lapses to the extent of Rs. 3,859. (S!cca Rs. 3,61~) are an_ti
cipated on their decease. The dlStnbutable penslOns (b) m
clude the. following pensions, which will absolutely lapse on the
death of the beneficiarie."'. 

Nawab Raisunnissa (Munsoor Ali's Mother) 
Malkazamania Begum} 
Shumshijehdn Do. wives 

Sicca Rs. 
93,582 
42,000 
42,000 

Sicca Rs. 1,77,582 

or Rs. 1,89,420 

Of the remammg Rs. 33,267 (Sicca Rs. 31,188) about two
thirds or Rs. 22,000 will be continued to' the heirs of the present 
stipendiaries. The life grants Cc) will of course lapse entirely. 
It is clear from this that for charges thus liable to gradual modi
fication it would not be advisable to make fixed provision. To 
devote the balance of the Deposit Fund to this purpose would 
amount to a perpetuation of an inconvenient system. In the 
Lieutenant Governor's opinion, therefore, it is desirable that 
these pensions and allowances should be drawn from the treasury 
at Moorshedabad like other charges on the public revenue. 

7. The assets of the deposit fund can be most conveniently 
disposed of in making permanent provision for the immediate 
family of the Nawab Nazim. Before discussing this point in 
detail, however, the provision to be made for Ali Kudr should 
be considered ample. The lands are now held partly by 
It lakhs per annum, with the jewels and State lands and a grant 
of about Rs. 30,000 a year for the repairs of the Palace, would 
be considered. In Sir Ashley Eden's opinion an allowance of 
Raisunnissa, Malkazamanina and Humayun Kudr or Amir Sahib, 
the Nawab Nazim's third son in the following proportions: 

Rs. A. 
Ali Kudr 44,090 14 
Malkazamania 1,430 0 
Raisunnissa 145 13 
Humayun Kudr 12,208 0 

--- -
Total 57,875 0 

The lands of Humayun Kudr are at present in the bands of a 
leceiver; but all these grants, having been made only to the 
extent of the interest of the Nawab Nazim, lapse with his 
abdication. It will be best therefore to provide otherwise for 
Humayun Kudr and to make over all the lands to the head of 
the family, Ali Kudr in perpetuity. The Lieutenant Governor 
is informed that the income from the lands is capable of consi
d~rable expansion and as Nawab Ali Kudr has already shown 
hlmself an able and careful Manager, there can be little doubt 
that be will greatly improve the property. The income, there
fore, which Sir Ashley Eden would propose for Nawab Ali Kudr 
would be 

Personal Allowance 
Income from lands 
Allowance for repairs of Palace 

Total 

1,50,000 
70,000 
30,000 

250,000 
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III-contd. 

This personal allowance might be reduced to 1 lak~ on the 
occasion of his heir and there js every reason to beheve that 
Ali Kudr would gladly accept this allowance for the sake of 
obtaining a defined and recognised position. 

8. The other children of the Nawab Nazim are 16 sons and 
23 daughters as shown in the lists which accompany this letter. 
Two of the sons and three of the daughters were born in Eng
land of the woman known as Sarah Begum. Of the daughters 
born in this country, eleven have been married and nine are un
married. The value of the dowries to be granted to these 

{ 
(3 at Rs. 40,OOO)} b R 240000 A . ladies - - ----0-) would e s. , _ n m-
(6 at Rs. 20,00 

vestment of Rs. 20,000 each fol' the three daughters of the 
Englishwoman with whom the Nawab Nazim has been living 
might also be made. These charges would absorb three lak~s of 
the balance at the credit of the fund. There would remam 

46t lakhs, which invested at 
4~ per cent would produce 

Government Securities 

Total 

209,250 
87,000 

296,250 

A life allowance of Rs. 90 / - per mensem is already made to 
each daughter born in India. This should as recommended by 
Major Peacock, be raised to Rs. 100/-_ 

Of the sons special considera~ion should be shown to \Valla 
Kudr or Mujleh Sahib, the second son and to Hu~ayun Kudr 
or Amir Sahib and Asman Kudr, sons of Shums-un-mssa Begum, 
who was specially favoured by the Nawab Nazim, and to 
Mahomed Iskundur or Sooltan Sahib, son of Shumsijehan 
Begum, Mansoor Ali's wife by ShadL The Lieutenant Gover
nor would propose the following yearly allowances for the 
sons--

Walla Kudr 
Humayun Kudr, Asman Kudr 
Mahomed Iskunder at Rs. 15,000 
Twelve others at Rs. 10,000 _ 

Total 

and 

Rs. 

Rs. 
25,000 

45,000 
120,000 

190,000 

The Lieutenant Governor would provide for these pensions by 
investments in Government Securities, to be administered as a. 
trust by the Collector of Murshidabad for the time being and 
the head of the family. 

The life grants to daughters would bring the total charge 
up to Rs. 2,1'1,000 per annum and the balance as well as any 
lapse which might occur through failure of heirs or on the 
death of the daughters should go to reduce the amount contri
buted by Government to the allowances of the head of the 
family. The deposit fund would thus be disposed of on the 
principle that it is to be applied as far as. it will go ~ provid~ng 
for the direct descendants of Mansoor All, any deficlency bemg 
made up from the general revenues. The Lieutenant Governor 
does not consider it in any way incumbent on Government to 
make provision for the Englishwoman known as Sarah Begum. 
The connection is a discreditable one, and Munsoor Ali may 
well be left to provide for her out of his private fund. 

Para 11. The "Khorshed Mehal Dehoriat" is made up of 
small pensions to servants of Khorshed Mehal, wife of the late 
Nawab Nazim's personal stipend, and which should now, in 
allowances, therefore, which have hitherto been met from the 
Nawab Nazim, Humayoon Jan and may be continued. The 
the Lieutenant Governor's opinion, be added to the life 
pensions. 

Jebkhass . 
Shah-un-nissa 
Zair Moreat 
Motala Khan 
Khorshed Mehal 

Total 

Rs. 
173 

3,000 
810 

87 
70 

Rs. 4,140 
There remain for consideration the general charges on ac

count of the Nizamat, now met from the assignment of 16 lakhs, 
such as the salary of the Agent and his Establishment, Nizamat 
School and College, repairs of buildings and some miscellaneous 
charges_ 
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In the opinion of the Lieutenant Governor, the office of the 
Agent to [he Governor General should be at once abolished. 
The correspondence connected with the family and the pay
ment of pensions will be conducted through the Magistrate and 
Collector of l\lul'shidabad an,.d estimates will be submitted here
aftpr for the additional establishment which will be required for 
him The budget estimates for the school and college for the 
current year are Rs. 12,100 and Rs. 18,500 respectively. In 
the Lieutenant Governor's opinion these institutions should be 
maintained for the present. It is believed that if a branch of 
the Berhampore College were opened for the Nizamat family 
the young men would not attend it. The Institutions should 
be maintained for the present at any rate under the designa
tion of "Moorshedabad School and College" under the direction 
of the Educahonal Department and the Lieutenant Governor 
would ask for an addition of Rs. 30,000 to the Provincial 
Assignment on this account. 

The charge for city conservancy must be maintained but the 
allowances to the Civil Surgeon for attending on the family 
should be discontinued. 

Thf' net financial result of this scheme is this: 

Charges 

Nawab Nazim 

Ali Kudr 
Other sons 
Daughters (life) 

Rs. 
about 100,000 

180,000 
190,000 

24,000 

129,704 
222,688 

90.752 

Hereditary pensions and charges . 
Distributable --do-
Life grants . 

College and School 
City conservancy 

Deduct assets 

Total 

30,000 

3,600 

970,744 
296,250 

Rs. 674,494 

or say Rs. 675.000. This will be reduced on the demise of the 
members of the elder generation by about Rs. 350,000 and on 
the death of Ali Kudr and his sisters by a further sum of 
Rs. 74,000. 

No. 526 J P. dated Simla, the 30th Tune 1881. Endorsed 
bv-The Government of India, Foreign Deptt. Copy forward
ed to the Govt. of Bengal, for information in continuation of 
the letter from this office No. 508 J P. dated the 17th June 
1881. 

No. 1101 dated Simla the 17th June 1881. 

Resolution- -By the Govt. of India, Deptt. of Finance and 
Commerce. 

Read despatch from Secretary of State, No. 105 dated 9th 
December 1880, regarding a general revision of the relations 
between the Government and the Murshidabad family conse
quent on the relinquishment by Nawab Syud Munsoor Ali of 
his position as Nawab Nazim at Moorshedabad. 

In accordance with the orders contained in the above des
patch the following vearly payments will be made to or on 
account of the members of the Moorshedabad family or for 
expenses connected therewith. 

III-contd. 

Pensions payable in London on certain trusts:-

To Syud Munsoor Ali for life I.: 10,000 or say . 
To Nasrat Ali for lifp, bill on Calcutta for 
To Syud Ali for life, bill on Calcutta for Charges 

payable in Bengal '--
To Nawab Ali Kudr personal Rs. 150,000, for 

repairs to palace, Rs. 30,000 
To sixteen sons of Syud Munsoor Ali. 
To twenty daughters of Syud Munsoor Ali . 
Moorshedabad College and School 
Sundry petty expenditure detailed in paragraph 

11 of letter from Secretary to Govt. of 
Bengal No. 1990 dated 30.4 1879 

Ci ty conservancy 

Rs. 
120,000 

10,000 

34,000 

180,000 
190,000 
394,464* 

30,000 

49,680 
3,600 

Total Rs. 1,011,744 

The Secretary of State has also directed that the whole of the 
above shall be defrayed from the general revenues, the fiction 
of a Nizamat Deposit Fund for. the payment of some of these 
charges being abolished, and the unexpended balances of the 
annuity being resumed. 

Resolution-The Governor General in Council observes that 
there is a sum of "about 38 lakhs" at credit of the Nizamat 
Deposit Fund, besides securities amounting to over "21 lakhs". 
The unappropriated balance of the annuity payable to the 
Moorshedabad family amounts to Rs. 6,118,917. 

This last item is fictitious and no entries in the accounts are 
required to give effect to the Secretary of State's orders in 
respect of it. 

As regards the other items, the amount now at credit of the 
Deposit Fund and the par value of the securities will be treated 
as revenue, the securities being appropriated. So much of the 
above items as represents the ill crease of the fund after 1st 
May 1865 is a refund of the charges against the head "27 Allow
ances" and should be credited as a service receipt. The rest 
is an extraordinary receipt, and should be credited as such 
without passing through the budget heads. 

The possibility of abolishing the Moorshedabad Agency is 
under the consideration of the Foreign Department. Orders OD 

this point will be issued hereafter. 
Order-Ordered that the foregoing Resolution be communi. 

cated to the Foreign Department, to the Comptroller-General 
and to the Accountant General, Bengal, together with copies of 
the Despatch and of the letter of the Government of Bengal re
ferred to. The Accountant General, Bengal, should report 
how he carries out this order, the effect of which is to be carried 
back, as far as possible, to 1st January, 1881. 

No. 105 (Political) dated India Office, London 
9th December, 1880. 

From 
Marquis of Harington, Secretary of State for India. 

To 
H. E. The Viceroy and Governor General of India. 

Para 1. With reference to Political letters from the Govern
ment to your Excellency's predecessor Nos. 22 and 107 dated 
respectively the 21st February and 15th September 1879, and to 
my telegram of the 20th October last, I forward herewith for 
the information of your Government, copies of the papers margi
nally noted, relating to the negQtiations which have for some 
time been pending with His Highness the Nawab Nazim of 
Bengal. 

2. The earlier of the two letters above cited stated the 
opinion of the Government of India, that in the event of Nawab 
Syud Munsoor Ali carrying out his expressed desire to relin
quish permanently his position at Moorshedabad and to reside 
out of India on a separate income, the sum of £8,000 a year 
would be a sufficient and suitable allowance to him. The later 
letter contains proposals for a general revision of the relations 
between the Government and the Moorshedabad family, an 
alteration in the practice of recent years in respect to the 

*Should be Rs. 393,464 vide para 6 of our No. 1990 dated 30-4-1879. 
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Nizamat Deposit Fund, and the early absorption and liquida
tion of that Fund. 

3. Although the Government of India seemeq disposed to 
think that the measures recommended in their second despatch 
need not necessarily be dependent upon the abdication of the 
Nawab, it was evident that the event would greatly facilitate 
their adoption, and that on the other hand, an attempt to 
effect the desired revision, without the conclusion of some 
previous agreement with His Highness in respect to his personal 
position, could Ecarcely fail to lead to discussion and contro
versy which it was highly desirable to avoid. Her Majesty's 
Government therefore thought it expedient to defer considera
tion of the general question until the negotiations with His 
Highness should be brought to a termination. 

4. As will be seen from the papers now forwarded those 
negotiations have been protracted and attended with some 
difficulty. The income of £8,000 a year, proposed by the Go
vernment of your ExcellencYf predecessor was rejected by the 
Nawab Syud Munsoor Ali, who, while offering to accept an 
allowance considerably smaller than that which he had original
ly suggested, sHll claimed a sum much in excess of what Her 
Majesty's Government deemed reasonable. The amount which 
has been ultimately fixed is £10,000 Sterling a year, in consi
deration of which stipend, of a payment of ten lakhs of rupees 
in settlement of various miscellaneous claims and of a suitable 
provision for his four children born in England, His Highness 
had signed a Deed of Agreement g.ated 1st November 1880 by 
which he retires from the position of Nawab Nazim of Bengal 
and renounces all personal right of interference in Nizamat 
affairs. It has not been thought necessary to insist, as one 
of the conditions of the arrangement, that the Nawab shall, 
under no circumstances, revisit India. Such a stipUlation 
would, it was understood, have been particularly repugnant to 
His Highness and would not have been justified by anything 
in his recent conduct and proceedings which, it is right to say, 
have been of late years open to no animadversion. It is be
lieved to be the intention of His Highness to fix his residence 
at Kerbala. It is improbable that he will at any time return 
to his native country; but should he do so, there seems no 
reason why, his presence should be a cause of embarrassment 
to the Indian Government. 

5. The terms thus conceded to the Nawab and his family 
are not greatly in excess of the recommendation of the 
Government Of India. The payment of ten lakhs of rupees 
represents, it will be seen (1) the unpaid moiety of a grant 
of Rs. 300,000 from the Deposit Fund promised to His High
ness many years ago, (2) the balance of His Highness' per
sonal stipend which had accrued from the date on which the 
payment of his debts under the operation of the Act passed 
m. 1873 and (3~ the value of certain jewels which were ad
mItted to be prIvate and not State property. The provision 
for the English-born children of His Highness is upon the 
scale proposed by the Government of Bengal in their letter 
of the 30th April 1879, viz., an annual allowance of Rs. 10,000 
to each son .. and a dower of Rs. 20,0001- to each daughter. 
There remams, therefore, the additional payment of £2,000 
a year to the Nawab himself, which I cannot doubt will be 
regar?ed by your Excellency in Council as a moderate consi
deratl<;)il for the removal of obstacles which might otherwise 
have mterposed to unfettered liberty of action on the part 
of the Govt. of India in reference to the affairs of the 
Moorshedabad family and the funds in which it is interested. 

.6. From the foregoing remark, your excellency in Council 
w.IlI gather that. Her Majesty's Government concur in the 
VIews on questIOns of principle which are expressed in the 
letter from the Government of India dated the 15th Septem
ber 1879. The purely personal character of the existing 
arral!,gements affe~ting the Moorshedabad family was affirmed 
?y SI~ C. W?od III 1864, and again by the Duke of Argyll 
in 18,0, whIle upon each occasion the right and intention 
of Government to revise those arrangements upon the occur
rence of a change in the headship of the family were plainly 
declared. Her Majesty's present advisers entertain no doubt 
tha~ . the Government of India have correctly defined their 
POh~Ical and financial obligations in respect to Nizamat 
~:aIrs, and they are satisfied that the opportunity offered by 

e formal retIrement of Nawab Syud Munsoor Ali may 
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legitimately be used to carry into effect at once measures 
which would certainly have been within the competence of 
Government had the retirement of His Highness from the 
political scene been caused by death. 

7. Before noticing the manner in. which it is proposed to 
deal with the Nizamat Deposit Fund, it will be convenient 
to make such remarks as are required upon the recommenda
tion of the Government of your Excellency's predecessor in 
regard to the position and income of Nawab Ali Kudr, the 
eldest son of the Ex-Nawab Nazim and the allowances to be 
assigned to the other members of His Highness' family. 

8. The stipend proposed for Nawab Ali Kudr is 
Rs. 150,000 per annum (to be reduced to Rs. 100,000 on the 
accession of his heir) and an allowance of Rs. 30,000 a year 
for repairs of the Palace at Moorshedabad, in addition to 
which he will enjoy an income from the State lands estimated 
at Rs. 70,000, his total emoluments being thus raised to two 
and a half lakhs of rupees annually. The provision for the 
successor of Nawab Syud Munsoor Ali whj_ch was specifically 
sanctioned by the Duke of Argyll in his despatch No. 139 
dated the 3rd D~cember 1870, was a sum "not exceeding four 
lakhs of ruppes per annum" and it was probably the inten
tion at the time that the maximum amount named should be 
allowed. It was, however, never contemplated that the ab
sence of Nawab Syud Munsoor Ali would be prolonged indefi
nitely and that the succession would take place after an interval 
extending over ten years, during which the functions and 
dignity of the Nawab Nazim would be wholly in abeyance 
under existing circumstances, a smaller allowance than that 
suggested in 1870 will certainly meet the requirements of the 
case, and taking into consideration that Nawab Ali Kudr will 
be relieved of various miscellaneous charges which have here
tofore been defrayed by the Nawab Nazim, I see no reason 
to question the sufficiency of the stipend now proposed. 

9. I observe that the Government of Bengal, while ac
quiescing in the bestowal upon Ali Kudr of the personal title 
of "Nawab of ::v.Ioorshedabad" as sanctioned in 1870, when the 
prospective abolition of the title of Nawab Nazim of Bengal. 
etc., was decided upon, recommend that the prefix "His 
Highness" should not be allowed and that no salute should 
be granted. To these points the Government of India, in their 
letter of me 15m September 1879 make no reference. I 
shall be glad to receive a full expression ot your views on the 
subject. 

10. The provision proposed for the other children of Nawab 
Syud Munsoor Ali appears to Her Majes:y's Government to 
be sufficient and appropriate. It is only requisitp., therefore, 
chat I should record their concurrence in the determination 
of the Government of India not to admit any charge in 
perpetuity on the public treasury on account of the families 
of His Highness' younger sons, but to effect a gradual reduc
tion of the allowances now sanctioned, and to discontinue 
them altogether after the second generation from the present 
grantees, no claims at all being recognised on the part of the 
heirs of the ex-Nawab's daughters. It will, of course, be open 
to the Government of the day to consider specially any parti
cular case in which- there may appear grounds for deviation 
from this generally sound principle 

11. It now remains to notice that part of the Government 
of India's letter of the 15th September 1879, which relates 
to the Nizamat Deposit Fund and to the details of the finan
cial arrangements necessary to provide the allowances which 
will hereafter be payable to the Moorshedabad family 

12. The letter in question sets forth at length ( 1) the 
considerations which decided the Government of your Excel
lency'S predecessor to discontinue, from the date of it, the 
practice which had been followed since the 1st April 1870, of 
recording annually in the Finance and Revenue accounts as 
expenditure, and adding to the Nizamat Deposit Fund, the 
unexpended portions of the annuity of Rs. 1,706,667, which 
has been set aside for Nizamat purposes since the year 1771, 
(2) t!le arguments in support of their conclusion that the 
Indian Government is under no obligation to allow interest 
upon, or to invest upon interest, any portion of the unex
pended Nizamat Funds and (3) their strong recommendation 
that early steps should be taken for the absorption and 
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liquidation of the Deposit Fund, including under that name of 
the Fund itself, amounting to Rs. 4,885,000, the market value 
of certain securities estimated at Rs. 2.,015,000 (torn) and the 
unappropriated balances of the annuity accrued up t? the 
1st April 1870, which have not been recorded as expendlture, 
and which aggregate Rs. 6,118,917 making a total sum of 
Rs. 1,30,18,917. 

13. The most important of the points noted above,-that 
of the liability of Government to allow interest on, or to 
invest, the Deposit Fund and the unappropriated ba.1ances ?f 
the annuity of Rs. 1, 706,667-was very fully consldered 10 

1870. The Home Government of that day appears to have 
entertained some doubt on the subject, but the arguments 
against any such liability were strongly urged in a despatch 
from Lord Mayo's Government, dated the 18th January 1871, 
and were tacitly accepted by the Duke of Argyll in Council. 
Her Majesty's Government now see no ground whatever to 
adopt a different view, or to question the conclusions at which 
the Government of your Excellency'S predecessor has arrived, 
either in this particular matter or upon other points of past 
practice and present obligation in reference to the Deposit 
Fund. Nor, in view of the political measure sanctioned by 
this despatch, does there appear to them to be any reason 
why the liquidation of the Fund should be delayed, or any 
advantage in the ~urther retention of a machinery from which 
the members of the Moorshedabad family can derive no bene
fit which will not otherwise be extended to them, and by the 
abolition of which they will suffer no prejudice. 

14. In regard, however, to the manner in which it is pro
posed to effect the liquidation, and to apportion between the 
Fund assets and the general revenues of India's future Nizamat 
Charges, some observations are necessary. 

15. In the 28th and 29th paragraphs of letter No. 107, 
it is observed that, considering the various lapses in prospect, 
it is not likely that the w_hole of the Fund in deposit, and 
the unexpended balances of the annuity would be exhausted 
for twenty years, even if the whole of the charges were de
frayed therefrom. It is, however, proposed still to meet one 
third of the charge directly from the Public revenues, and to 
enter it in the accounts; a second third is to be debited to 
the unexpended balances of the annuity and also entered in 
the accounts, in so much as those balances have not yet been 
recorded and both these portions are to be deducted from 
the unexpended balances of the annuity with the view of 
extinguishing as soon as possible the fiction of the existence 
of such balances. It is further proposed that the remaining 
third of the charges shall be debited against the Fund, in
creased by the market value of the securities, and shall not 
appear in the accounts, which have already, during the last 
nine years, included the fictitious entries of the amounts, the 
sum of which now forms the Fund. 

16. I cannot think that this is a desirable way of dealing 
with the question. The allowances to be granted to the mem
bers of the family are in no way affected by the mode in 
which the charges are recorded in the accounts, and there 
seems no reason to maintain for accounting purposes the 
fiction of a Fund which has, in reality, no existence. Under 
the plan proposed the accounts would not for, perhaps, some
thing like twenty-seven years show the true charge which 
has to be met year by year from the revenues or public 
balances. If either the Fund or the unexpended balances of 
the annuity had really been set aside from time to time and 
constituted a sum of money which was available to meet a 
portion of the charges, the case would be different. 

17. As it is, I consider that the whole sum annually de
frayed should be entered in the accounts, and that the fiction 
of the existence of a Fund and of unexpended balances of 
the annuity should be at once extinguished. The securities 
being at the same time cancelled, there will be a relief to 
the extent of £8,700 annually under the head of interest. The 
charg~ under the heading of a~lowances and assignments under 
TreatIes and Engagements WIll at first be £97,174 instead 
of £170,667.3pd will gradua!ly diminish .. The entry under the 
head of PolItIcal Trust, PrIze and RaIlway Funds will no 
!onger be maintained. The aggregate of the annual charges 
ill the accounts as the balance transferred to the Nizamat 

I1I-contd. 

Stipend Fund must now be treated as an extraordinary 
receipt of the year, as was done in the case of the assets of 
the Civil Service Annuity Funds in 1874-75, an entry of a 
corresponding amount being made on the other side of the 
account under debt. 

18. As regard the securities to be cancelled, I am unable 
to give instructions as to the manner.in which the adjustment 
should be made, in the absence of information as to the mode 
in" which the purchase was originally included in the accounts. 

Extract from letter No. 1413P dated 12-8-81 from Secretary 
to Government of Bengal, Industrial and Political Deptt., to 
Agent to the Governor General at Murshidabad. 

After the abdication of Nawab Nazim Syud Munsoor Ali 
Khan, the proposals made by the Government of Bengal in 
letter No. 1990, dated the 30th April 1879 regarding the 
allowances of Nawab Ali Kudr and the other childr~n of Syed 
Munsoor Ali, as well as the hereditary and life pensions and 
other charges in connection with the Nizamat were sanctioned. 

Under the new arrangements, the annual payments were 
made on account of the members of the Murshidabad family, 
or for expenses connected therewith as follows :-

(I) Pension payable in London on certain trusts 

To Syud Munsoor Ali for Life £10,000 or say 
To Noosrut Ali for life bill on Calcutta for 
To Syud Ali for life bill on Calcutta for 

(2) Charges payable in Bengal 
To Nawab Ali Kudr 

Personal Rs. 1,50,000 
For repairs to'Palace 30,000 

To sixteen sons of Syud Munsoor Ali 
To twenty daughters of do 

Existing pensions about 
Murshidabad College and School 
Sundry petty expenditure detaih;d in para

graph II of letter to Govt. of India, 
Foreign Deptt. No. 1990 dated 30.4.1879 

City conservancy 

Rs. 
1,20,000 

10,000 
10,000 

180,000 
1,90,000 

24,000 
3,93,464 

30,000 

49,680 
3,600 

Total Rs. 10,10,744 

The Secretary of State has directed that the whole of the 
above Sum shall be defrayed from the General Revenues, the 
fiction of a Nizamat Deposit Fund being extinguished and the 
unexpended balance of the annuity being resumed. It was 
further dec~ded by the Government of India that Nawab Ali 
Kudr, the eldest son of Nawab Nazim Munsoor Ali will in 
future be styled as "Nawab of Moorshedabad." 

In this letter the Agent to the Governor General was re
quested to report by what date he would be able to complete 
the arrangements for giving effect to the instructions now 
communicated to the Agent. The Agent was further asked 
to complete the arrangement by the 1st OCtober 1881. As 
soon as the necessary arrangements are carried out, the office 
of the Agent to the Governor General at Murshidabad will 
be abolished, and all correspondence connected with the 
Murshidabad family and the payment of pensions and allow
ances to them will from this time be conducted through the 
Collector of Murshidabad. He (the Collector) will be asked 
to report in communication with him what extra establish
ment will be required by him for the payment of pensions 
and allowances to the Murshidabad family. 

An extract from the Foreign Department letter No. 1911P 
dated' 20-9-1899 of the Government of Bengal addressed to the 
India Government. 

"These pensions may be said to have been dealt with on 
the principle that the amounts were not fixed in perpetuity 
but that the pensions were to be continued, in whole or in 
part, to descendants at the discretion of Government until 
they become extinct." 
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Annexure I 

History of the creation of the post of Agent to the Governor 
General at Murshidabad. 

In 1802 a Committee appointed by Lord Wellesley to 
act in concert with their Highness the Nawab and the 
Mani Begam to revise the whole system of the Nizamat, 
recommended that on Her Highness, Mani Begam's decease, 
her stipend of 144,000 Sicca Rupees per annum should 
be appropriated for the payment of the Nawab Nazim's 
debts and for building expenses, marriage portions and 
other purposes for which Government had hitherto made 
advances., 

In 1813, Mani Begam died, and in March 1816, Mr. Edmon
stone drew up a Memo showing the want of due superintend
ence over Nizamat affairs, the impossibility of the Judge 
afford~ng' this superintendence and recommending the appoint
ment of an officer of high rank and peculiar qualifications for 
this purpose. The salary of this officer should be high, not 
less than Rs. 36,OOLJ per annum exclusive of a sum for house 
rent and establishment. It should be in point of salary above the 
office of the Magistrate of a city or of Zilla especially at a 
station so expensive as Murshidabad to maintain a certain 
appearance, and this in order to avoid frequent changes in 
the Agent which would be a great public inconvenience. In 
a situation, where illicit advantages would be so abundantly 
held 'forth and might be so securely enjoyed, a liberal salary 
should in general principles be assigned. Mr. Edmonstone 
recommended this arrangement on the ground that it would 
impose no financial burden on the Company, and would ac
complish an effectual reform in the Nizamat. The amount of 
stipends which had lapsed was upwards of 5 lakhs, chiefly 
arising from the arrears of Mani Begam's stipends since her 
death. To this it was proposed to add 2 lakhs said to be 
due by the Nazim to the Government, to be paid out of Mani 
Begam's personal property. Mr. Edmonstone, (the Secretary 
to Government, Political Depa~ment and Persian Secretary 
to Government) remarked that the question was not whether 
the Company was bound permanently to apply tlie sum of 
16 lakhs to the support of the Nizamat but the actual ques
tion was, whether lapsed stipends should be applied to an 
arrangement. the exclusive object of which is the prosperity 
and the pecuniary benefit of the Nizamat. The mode of such 
application has always been determined by Government. This 
minute was approved by the Governor General in Council. 
Mr. Monckton, Asstt. to the Persian Secretary to Government, 
was deputed to ask His Highness' consent, which was given 
and the proposed sum of 7 lakhs was invested. It was 
stipulated that the advantage arising from the discount in 
papers will belong to the Nizamat and is to be accounted for 
to His Highness the Nawab. 

In the year 1834, the Nazim's income was insufficient. His 
establishment cost was nearly 14 lakhs annually. Even during 
the long minority of Humayun Jah, when the Governor 
General, as represented by his Agent was guardian and 
managed everything, the sum considered applicable to the 
Nazim's own household was quite insufficient to maintain it 
on the scale fixed by the Committee and considered proper 
by the Government. A very large debt was incurred and no 
accurate account was kept. On the ground that the debt was 
incurred under the guardianship of the Agent to the Governor 
General, it was paid out of the surplus of the Deposit Fund. 
The accounts were so confused that no one could understand 
t~em and in spite of the pledge that the Government would 
Withdraw from all interlerence in auditing 'His Highness' ac
counts, yet the interference had been so constant and so 
minute that it had deprived the Nazim of all power Over his 
own affairs. 

Captain Thoresby then pointed out that according to the 
complicated and undefinable forms now in force, the exertion 
of an efficient control on the part of the Nazim would be 
next to impossible, He therefore proposed that all stipends 
should be paid through the Agent to the Governor General 
and that His Highness should receive the remainder of the 
16 la_k~s for his personal expenditure, without the obligation 
of glVmg any account thereof. A new arrangement was 
therefore entered into between the Nawab Nazim and the 
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Governor General in Council on the 15th February 1834 to the 
following effect:-

1st. Customary perquisites under the name of Mamolats, 
Zamoostani, etc., given by His Highness should be commuted 
to cash payments, and in the decease of the recipients, if there 
are no heirs entitled to succeed, the reversion shall be to the 
Nizamat Treasury, i.e., to the Nawab Nazim. 

2nd. Also the pensions which have been or may hereafter 
be assigned to servants and dependants shall not revert to the 
Nizamat Treasury as casualties occur and be at the entire 
disposal of His Highness. Stipends were to be kept separate 
froII\ the sum devoted to His Highness' personal expenses, and 
the Treasurer was to be answerable to the Agent as well as 
to the Nawab Nazim for the correctness of his issues and the 
existence of the balance. The Nawab Nazim was to have full 
liberty to modify his establishment at his pleasure and with 
regard to entertainment and discharging his servants, he is 
at liberty to act as he pleases without any interlerence what
ever. His Highness formally consented (17th February 1834) 
and it was settled and explained that although His Highness 
was thus relieved from all responsibility connected with 
stipends, every facility should be given for his making himself 
acqua}nted with the minutest details and his wishes regarding 
grants from the Deposit Fund would be signified to the Agent 
and attended to as heretofore :-

Sir Charles Metcalfe, in subsequently reiterating the formal 
consent of Government to this agreement, informed the Nawab 
Nazim that the Governor General's Agent had been directed 
to consider it as the rule under which Nizamat affajrs are 
hereafter to be ·administered. 

After the completion of the new arrangement for paying 
stipends from the Agent's office, Government instructed the 
Agent that with regard to the distribution of allowances it 
will be proper to consult the Nawab Nazim as to the indivi
duals who are to receive it, and the wishes of His Highness. 
except where decidedly objectionable, should be attended to 
as heretofore. After the abolition of the office of the Agent 
to the Governor General at Murshidabad on 1st January 1881. 
all correspondences connected with the Murshidabad family 
and the payment of pensions and allowances to them will from 
that time be conducted through the Collector of Murshidabad. 

Annexure II 

The Nizamat family of Murshidabad 1838-1881 

Nawab Nazim Mobarak Ali Khan, better known as Huma
yun Jan, died on the 3rd October 1838 leaving behind him 
his gpn Syed Munsur Ali Khan and his daughter Sultana 
Ghetiara Begum. 

Syed Munsur Ali Khan, known as Feredun Jan, succeeded 
his father and ascended the musnud of Murshidabad on the 
day of ldul Fitre jn the year 1838 when he was a boy 10 years 
old. He then succeeded to the honours and dignities of the 
Nizamat and Subadar of Bengal, Behar and Orissa and was 
thereupon declared by and under the authority of the Govern
ment of India to be the Nazim and Subedar of Bengal, Behar 
and Orissa and to have assumed and to exercise the authority, 
dignities and privileges thereof under the style and title of 
Mootizum-ool-Moolk Mohsen-ood Dowlah Fureedom Jan Syud 
Munsoor Ali Khan Bahadur Nusrat Jung. 

Out of the amount of sixteen Iakhs assigned to him out 
of the revenues of Bengal, His Highness' personal allotment 
was about seven and a half lakhs and from the remainder, 
provision was made for the other members of the family. This 
amount of 16 lakhs was fixed for the Nawab Nazim and his 
families in the Minute of Lord Cornwallis dated the jed Septem
ber, 1790. Syud Munsur Ali Khan founded the Nizamat School 
and Nizamat College which were subsequently known as 
Nawab's High School and Nawab's Madrassa respectively. 

As certain questions and differences arose between the said 
Nawab Nazim and the Government of India upon several 
matters concerning the· position and affairs of himself and of 
the Nizamat family, he left Murshidabad in the year 1869 and 
came to England and preferred in person to Her Majesty's 
Government, several points of complaint arising out of the 
matters mentioned above. 
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In the year 1873, the Government of India passed an Act 
.:aIled the "Nawab Nazim's Debts Act (Act XVII of 1873)" 
by which a Commission was appointed to ascertain and report 
(amongst other things) the amount due in respect of certain 
debts and liabilities incurred by the Nawab Nazim in India 
and the Government of India subsequently paid the sum of 
Company's Rs. 1,685,461-i-st in discharge of debts reported 
bv such Commission to be due on such account. The further 
object of the Commission was to exempt the Nawab Nazim 
from the jurisdiction of the Civil Courts. The Commission 
also submitted their Declaration with regard to Nizamat State 
property that is properly held by the Government of India for 
the purpose of upholding the dignity of the Nawab Naz~m for 
the time being. 

The Nawab Nazim then expressed a desire for retirement 
from the affairs of the Nizamat and applied to the Secretary of 
State for India for permission to withdraw from the cares and 
anxieties of the public position he then occupied, and from the 
personal direction and discussion of Nizamat questions an 
Indenture was made on the 1st day of November 1880 
between (1) the Nawab Nazim of the first part, (2) the Secre
tary of State for India. in Council of the second part and John 
Marmaduke Teesdale of 6, Frederick's place, Old Jewry, 
London, Esquire and james Lyster O'Beirne, of the Reform 
Club, Pall Mall, London, Esquires (hereinafter called "the 
Trustees") of the third part. The Secretary of State for India 
in Council, shortly before the execution of this Indenture, paid 
to the Nawab Nazim, the sum of ten lakhs of rupees to be' in 
full satisfaction and discharge of all his personal claims in res
pect of arrears of stipend, and of the advance sanctioned by the 
SecretaI)' of State for India in Council in 1869 and in respect 
of the Jewels and other moneys and properties claimed by him 
and in respect of all his personal claims of what nature or kind 
soever and whether connected with or arising out of the 
Nizamat or otherw!se. 

The main points of the Indenture were as follows:-
(i) That the Secretary of State for India in Council shall 

pay to the Nawab Nazim during his life a personal 
allowance or stipend of ten thousand pounds sterling 
per annum, and such payment shall be deemed to be 
due as from the 1st November 18i9. 

(ii) Th:'lt the said Nawab Nazim shall be at liberty to re
SIde. wherever he pleases whether in Great Britain, 
IndIa or elsewhere and whether temporarily or per
manently. 

(iii) That the said Nawab Nazim shall relinquish and retire 
from the said Nizamat and Subadary and his personal 
position as Nazim and Subadar of Bengal. Behar and 
Or.issa and his right as Nawab Nazim, for the time 
bemg to the authorities, dignities, stipend pay, 
all~wances, .property, privileges and rights thereof, 
or III <l:ny wI~e thereunto anne;<ed or appertaining or 
therewIth enjoyed. And all rIght and title to inter
~er~ or inte~meddle ~ereafter in .any way directly or 
mdirectly WIth anythmg concernmg the said Nizamat 
and SUbadary. 

(iv) Th.at the said Nawab Nazim doth hereby release and 
dIscharge the Secretary of State for India in Council 
and the Viceroy and Governor General of India in 
Council and each and every of their Servants and 
Agents respectively of and from all actions. claims and 
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demands whatsoever that could be brought or made 
by him for or in respect of his interest since his suc
cession to the said Nizamat and Subadary, in any 
allowance or property of what nature or kind soever, 
whether real or personal, enjoyed by the Nawab 
Nazim for the time being, and for or in respect or on 
account of any act, deed, matter or thing whatsoever 
done or omitted by the Secretary of State for India 
in Council, or the Viceroy and Governor General 
of India in Council, or any of their Servants or 
Agents acting officially in relation to or affecting his 
interest as Nawab Nazim for the time being. 

(v) That the Secretary of State for India in Council, during 
the life of Sayeed Ali and Noosrut Ali, two sons of 
the Nawab Nazim born in England, aged about 4 
/,ears and 2 years respectively, shall pay to the 
Trustees in London by bills upon the Government 
Treasury at Fort William, the yearly sum of Com
pany's Rs. 10,000 (ten thou~nd) for each son by 
equal quarterly instalments upon the four quarter 
days on the 1st day of February, the 1st day of May, 
the 1st day of August and the 1st day of November 
in each year as from the 1st day of November 1879 
and shall make the first of such payments, namely of 
four quarters, on the 1st day of November 1880. 

(vi) That the Secretary of State for India in Council shall 
on the 1st day of November, 1880 by bill on the 
Government Treasury at Fort William, pay two 
several sums of Company's Rs. 20,000 to the Trustees 
or Trustee for the benefit of the said Nawab Nazim's 
two daughters Miriam and Vaheedoonissa aged about 
9 years and 5 years respectively. 

At the time of signing the Indenture, the Secretary of State 
for India through Sir Owen Tudor Burne, Secretary, Political 
and Secret Department, In<!ia Office, sent a belt and a sword 
on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen, to the Nawab Nazim as a 
gift with regard to the Nawab'Nazim's withdrawal from poli
tical life. Then in pursuance of the terms of the deed, and 
of the arrangements which had been agreed upon, the Secre
tilrY of State handed to his Highness ten bills for a lakh of 
rupees each and an order for the sum of £4,500 on account of 
balance of stipend due to His Highness up to the 1st November 
1880. He also delivered to Mr. j. M. Teesdale and Mr. W. J. 
L. O'Beirne, the trustees for His Highness' children born in 
England. two bills for Rs. 20,000 each on account of the por
tions of His Highness' two daughters and two bills 
for Rs. 10,000 each in respect of the stipends of his two sons 
from the 1st November 1879 to date of payment that is 1st 
November 1880. 

Thereafter His Highness and the Trustees executed the deed 
of agreement. Th(l Nawab Nazim then expressed much grati
fication at this attention and his desire to have the pleasure of 
a personal interview with the Secretary of State before leaving 
England for the Continent. 

On the month of October, 1881, he returned to Bombay and 
afterwards came to Murshidabad where he died at the palace on 
the 5th November, 1884. He was buried at the family ceme
tery at Jaffraganj and his remains were subsequently removed 
fo1' interment at Kerbella in Arabia in pursuance of his will. 

At the time of his death the Nawab Nazim Mansur Ali Khan 
left 1 i sons and 20 daughters as mentioned below. 

Names of sons Date of birth Mother's name 

1. Nawab Ali Kudr Syud Hussan Ali Mirza. 
2. Syud Hossein Ali Mirza Walla Kudr. 
3. Syud Mahomud Ali Mirza Humayun Kudr. 
4. Syud Mahomed Takki Mirza Suraia Kudr. 
5. Syud Asad Ali Mirza Asman Kudr. 
I} Syud Nasir Ali Mirza Falak Kudr. 
i. Syud Wahid Ali Mirza Suliman Kudr. 
8. Syud Iskandar Ali Mirza Khurshid Kudr. 

26th August, 1846 
25th December, 1846 
lOth December, 1850 
19th September, 1853 
23rd November, 1855 

8th October, 1856 
10th November, 1856 
14th january, 185i 
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Mir Lika Begum Mankooah 
Shah-un-nissa Begum Mankooah 
Shums-un-nissa Begum Mankooah 
Badr-un-nissa Khanum Mumtooah 
Same as No.3 
Bi Umda Mumtooah 
Mubarak Mumtooah 
Nawab Shumshee Jehan Begum (Shadi wife of 

His Highness) 



Names of sons 

9. Syud Khakan Mirza Dam Kudr. 
10. Syud Bahram Mirza Khusra Kudr 
11. Syud Farhad Mirza Kaus Kudr. 
12. Syud Daud Mirza Anjain Kudr 
13. Syud Kaikaus Mirza Hatim Kudr 

14. Syed J afir Mirza 
15. Syud Bakir Mirza 
16. Syud Noosrut Ali 

17. Syud Ali Mirza 
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Date of birth 

16th February, 1857 
14th November, 1857 
16th June, 1861 
23rd January, 1864 
12 years of age on 
17th March 1879 when 
list was prepared 
12th March, 1866 
6th October, 1869 

22nd June, 1877 

26th October, 1878 

Mother's name 

Bi Lutfan (Mumtooah) 
Bi Moti (Mumtooah) 
Bi Haiatan (Mumtooah) 
Bi Him (Mumtooahl 
Bi Lutfan (Mumtooah) 

Bi Sham-baran (Mumtooah) 
Bi Amiran (Mumtooah) 
Sarah Begum (Married to H. Highness in 

England and son born there) 
Do. 

List of surviving daughters of the Nawab Nazim 

Names 

1. Rezia Oorf Peari Begum 
2. Khairoonnissa Oorf Ramzani Begum 
3. Hedaetoonnissa Oorf Hosaini Begum 
4. \Vahidoonnissa Ood Sahibzadi Begum 
5. Lootfoonnissa Oorf Chahitee Begum 
6. Malakoonnissa Oorf Hoormozi Begum 
7. Azimoonnissa Oorf Nishani Begum 
8. \Vaziri Begum 
9. Kobra Begum 

10. Gooishanoonissa Oorf Sakina Begum 
11. Zohra Oorf Gooria Begum 
12. Shaharbanoo Ood Sufri Begum 

13. Nayroonissa Ood China Begum 

14. Rokia Oorf Kali Begum 

15. Alemoonissa Oorf Oomulbani Begum 

16. Afrozesoonnissa Ood Oomul Fatima 
Begum. 

17. Kazemi Begum 

18. Gowhuroonnissa Begum 
19. Jawaheroonissa Ood Ladli Begum 
20. Elahi Begum 

Date of birth 

12th January, 1852 
3rd July, 1853 
5th April, 1854 

13th June, 1854 
2nd November, 1854. 

27th January, 1855 
16th October, 1856 
24th April, 1858 . 
22nd March, 1860 
17th December, 1860 
23rd August, 1861 
26th October, 1862 

15th February, 1863 

20th June, 1865 

15th August, 1866 

Do. 

25th February, 1867 

13th November, 1867 
7th March, 1868 

24th November, 1868 

Mother's name 

Bee Motee Mumtooah 
Faizoonnissa Khanum Mumtooah 
Bee Nurgis Mumtooah 
Bee Domdah Mumtooah 
Faizoonnissa Khanum Mumtooah 
Late Nawab Meeroolluka Begum 
Late Nawab Shumsoonnissa Begum 
Bee Noorbuksh Mumtooah 
Faizoonnissa Khanum Mumtooah 
Bee Heem 
"Bee Kaisur Mumtooah 
Nawab Shumse Jehan Begum Mun

kooah 
Budroonnissa Khanum Mumtooah 

Do. Do. 

Nawab Shumse Jehan Begum Mun. 
kooah 

Do. Do. 

Bee Shambaran Mumtooah 

Budroonnissa Khanum, Mumtooah 
Bee Rungilee Mumtooah 
Bee Heera Mumtooah 

Dowry 

(Al Married 
(Al Married 
(Al Married 

Do. 
Unmarried 
{Bl Married 
The same as (A) 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

(C) Married 
Married. Sam e 

dowry as (B) 
Married. Sam e 

dowry as (Al 
Unmarried. Same 

dowry as (C) 
Unmarried. Same 

dowry as (B) 
Do. 

Unmarried. Same 
dowry as (C) 
Do. Do. 
Do. Do. 
Do. Do. 

Daughters born in England for whom no allowance has been fixed 

21 Murriam Begum 
22. Hazerah Begum 
23. \Vahidunnissa Begum 

6th April, 1871 } 
22nd March, 1873 Sarah Begum (A European lady) 
18th November; 1874 

The second daughter Hazera Begum who was born in 
England died in March 1880 at BS, Albany, Picadilly, 
London. 

Munkooah wife means married wife. 

Mumtooah wife means unmarried wife. 

NA WAB ALI KADR BAHADUR 

. Na~vab Ali Kadr Syud Hussan Ali Meerza Bahadur succeeded 
hIS father Syud Munsoor Ali Khan, the last Nawab Nazim of 
~engal, Behar and Orissa, on his retirement in 1880. He was 

om dh the 25th August 1846. Accompanied by his two 
kunger brothers, Wala Kadr alias Mujleh Saheb and Humayun 

adr alias Ameer Saheb, he was in 1865, sent to England to 
~~mplete his education, in charge of Colonel Herbert. Upon 

e Nawab Nazim's retirement in 1880, Nawab Ali Kadr suc
ceeded to the musnud of Murshidabad in the life time of his 
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father. His installation ceremony was pedormed in the Throne 
Room of the Palace on Tuesday, the 27th March, 1883 at 
6 P.M. by Sir Rivers Thompson, the Lieutenant Governor of 
Bengal, who delivered to him in a Durbar, the Sanad of the 
Viceroy dated the 17th February, 1882, conferring upon him 
the hereditary title of Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. On 
the 16th February 1887, the Nawab Bahadur was created a 
Knight Commander of the most eminent order of the Indian 
Empire. 

On the 28th May, 1887, the oriental titles of Ihtisham-ul· 
Mulk, Raes-ud-Dowla and Amir-ul-Ommh were conferred upon 
him. The Nawab was made a Knight Grand Commander of 
the above order on the 20th May, 1890 under a Royal Warrant, 
bearing the sign Manual of Her Majesty the Late Queen 
Victoria. An agreement was made with the Secretary of State 
dated the 12th March 1891 called Act No. XV of 1891 (as 
amended by Act XXV of 1923). This Act was called the 
Moorshedabad Act, 1891 and this was enacted to confirm and 
give effect to an indenture between the Secretary of State and 
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the Nawab Bahadoor of Moorshedabad, Amir-ul-Omrah. Con
ferring of titles of Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad and 
Amir-ul-Omrah carried with them the precedence, rank, 
dignity and privileges of the premier noble of the Provinces 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa and are descendable to 
the male lineal heirs of the said Nawab Bahadur according to 
the custom of primogeniture the eldest male of the eldest 
branch being preferred. It was further agreed between the 
Secretary of State and the said Nawab Bahadur that such 
provision shall be made for the maintenance and support of 
the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad and Amir-ul-Omrah for 
the time being and for the maintenance of the honour and 
dignity of his station as is hereinafter contained and that in 
consideration thereof, the said Nawab Bahadur shall for him
self, his heirs and successors in the said station relinquish 
all claims to the said position and dignity of Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal, Behar and Orissa in manner, hereinafter appearing 
and execute such release in respect of the stipend, pay, allow
ances, properties, privileges and rights thereof or appertaining 
thereto as is hereinafter contained. It was further agreed 
between the Secretary of State and the said Nawab Bahadur 
that the provision to be ma&~ for the support and mainten
ance of the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad and Amir-ul-Omrah 
and for the maintenance of the honour and dignity of his 
station shall compromise and consist of the following parti
culars. 

1st. An Annual payment of Rs. 230,000 from the revenues 
of the Government of British India to be made to the Nawab 
Bahadur of Murshidabad and for the time being in manner 
hereinafter mentioned. 

2nd. The income of the immovable properties mentioned 
and specified in the said 1st and 2nd Schedules to these 
presents. 

3rd. The income of the immovable properties mentioned 
in the 3rd Schedule to these presents as purchased with the 
sale proceeds of the jewels mentioned and specified in Schedules 
Y and VI to the said report and certificate to the said Com
missioners and all properties that may in future be purchased 
with the sale proceeds of the said jewels. 

4th. The income of properties purchased with the sale 
proceeds of such of the immovable properties mentioned and 
specified in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Schedules to these presents 

I as may at any time with the sanction of His Excellency the 
Governor General in Council be disposed of. 

Whereas various members of the family of the said late 
Nawab Nazim other than the said Nawab Bahadoor are as 
such, in receipt of or entitled to certain stipends, allowances 
and pay respectively payable to them by the Government of 
India, and it is not intended by these presents to affect or 
interfere with such stipends, allowances or pay respectively. 

It was further agreed that the said Nawab Bahadoor shall 
not, nor shall any of his successors in the said titles sell, 
mortgage, devise or alienate the said properties respectively 
or any of them otherwise than by lease or demise the terms 
and conditions of which have been previously approved by 
the Governor of Bengal in Council. 

In case the said Nawab Bahadoor or any of his lineal heirs, 
male successors to the tit~es shall at any time in contravention 
of the terms of these presents attempt to sell, mortgage, devise 
or alienate (otherwise than by such lease or demise a.s afore
said) any of the immovable properties aforesaid or shall by a 
course of extravagance or by waste or mismanagement of their 
said immovable properties in the opinion of the Secretary of 
State for the time being disable himself from duly maintain
ing the dignity of the said position and station then and from 
time to time whenever and as often as the same shall happen, 
it shl!,ll be lawful for the Secretary of State for the time being 
at his discretion to enter into and upon the said immovable 
prope!1:ies and to hold and take possession thereof and receive 
and take rents, issues and profits thereof and also to take and 
retain the said monthly sum of REi. 19,166-10-8 payable from 
the Government Treasury at Berhampore as hereinbefore men
tioned for such period during the life time of the Nawab 

xcii 

Bahadur of Moorshedabad and Amir-ul-Omrah so acting as 
aforesaid as to the said Secretary of State shall seem necessary 
or expedient and the net rents, issues, and profits of the said 
immovabl~ properties and the said monthly sum of 
Rs. 19,166-10-8 to be received and taken by the Secretary of 
State as aforesaid shall be applied for the benefit of the said 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad and Amir-ul-Omrah for the 
time being for the maintenance of the position and dignity of 
the said Nawab Bahadoor of Murshidabad and Amir-ul-Omrah 
for the time being in such manner as the Secretary of State 
in his discretion think proper. 

In the early part of 1902, His Highness had the unprecedent
ed honour of a visit from the Viceroy of India. When the 
scneme of the Victoria Memorial Hall at Calcutta was first 
mooted, His Highness wrote unsolicited to the Viceroy to offer 
some of the beautiful and unique historical objects of interest 
which were in his possession. 

The Nawab Bahadur died at the Palace on Tuesday the 
25th December 1906 at 10-30 A.M. 

The present Nawab Wasif Ali, Meerza Bahadur. 
Asif Kudr Syud Wasif Ali Meerza, Khan Bahadur, Nawab 

Bahadur of Murshidabad,. K.C.S.I., K.C.V.P. 

The present Nawab Bahadur was born on the 7th January 
1875. He was sent to England for education at the early age 
of twelve, accompanied by his younger brother Sahebzada 
Nasir Ali Meerza and under the charge of Mr. Coles, the 
Principal of the Doveton College, Calcutta. He was educated 
at Sherbourne, Rugby and then at the Trinity College, Oxford. 
The Prince after completing his courses visited places of im
portance in England and travelled extensively in Scotland, 
Ireland, France, Germany, Italy, Austria, Turkey and Egypt, 
returning to Murshidabad with his brother on the 27th October 
1895. The Prince became the Chairman of the Murshidabad 
Municipality in 1899. In 1901 he was appointed a member of 
the Bengal Legislative Council. In 1901, the Hon'ble Prince 
Wasif Ali Meerza Bahadur was selected by the Viceroy to 
represent Bengal at the Coronation of the King Emperor in 
London. As a guest of the Government of Bengal, the Hon'ble 
IJrince attended the Delhi Coronation Durbar of the first of 
January, 1902. The Prince was married to the daughter of 
his uncle Nawab Wala Kadr Syud Hossein Ali Meerza Baha
dur, the second brother of the late Nawab Bahadur. Govern
ment" of Bengal, Political Department in their Memo. No. 557P 
dated the 23rd January 1907 informed that the Hon'ble Asif 
Kudr Saiyid Wasif Ali Mirza, being the eldest son of the late 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, succeeds to the latter's title 
and allowance of Rs. 230,000/- per annum under the terms 
of the deed of Indenture attached to the Murshidabad Act XV 
of 1891. . 

In the year 1932 the Government of Bengal took over charge 
of the Moorspedabad Estate on behalf of the Secretary of State 
for Inda in Council, published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 
14th January, 1932, Part I, page 35. The Secretary of State 
issued the following order dated the 11th day of December, 
1931 in regard to the Moorshedabad Estate vide Notification 
No. 2338 P. And whereas the Secretary of State is satisfied 
that the present Nawab Bahadur of Morshedabad has by his 
extravagance and waste and mismanagement of the said im
movable properties disabled himself from duly maintaining 
the dignity of his position and station and the Secretary of 
State has decided to take possession of the said immovable 
properties ang to retain the said monthly sum of 
Rs. 19,166-10-8, the Secretary of State hereby orders and directs 
the Qovernor of Bengal in Council on his behalf to enter into 
and upon the said immovable properties and hold and take 
possession thereof and receive and take the rents, issues and 
profits thereof and also to take and retain the said ~onthly 
sum of Rs. 19,166-10-8 and apply the same for the benefit of 
the Nawab Bahadur for the maintenauce of his position and 
dignity in such manner as the Secretary of State may think 
proper and for such period durng the lifetime of the said 
Nawab Bahadur as the Secretary of State may think necessary 
or convenient. 
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STATEMENT A 
List of chief recipients of Political Pension 

Se:ial 
No. 

Names of Pensioners 

1. The Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad 

2. Syud Ali Meerza, son of the If).st Nawab 
Nazim of Bengal 

3. Golam Abbas Meerza Purwin Kudr Syed, son 
of Syed Muhammad Ali Meerza 

4. Ishaque Ali Meerza Syed, son of Syed Khokan 
Meerza 

5. Khurshed Ali Meerza ]amshaid Kudr alias 
Mahammad' Sahib, son of Syed Kaikaus 
Meerza 

6. Mahammad Ali Jah Syed, son of Nawab Syud 
Azam Ali Khan Bahadur 

7. ~ahammad Soleman Jah Syed, son of Nawab 
Syed Azam Ali Khan Bahadur 

8. Mahammad Soleman Jah Syed, son of Nawab 
Syed Azam Ali Khan Bahadur 

9. Nusrut Ali Syed, son of Late Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal 

10. Mariam Begum alias Mariam Meerza, daughter 
of Syed Wahed Ali Meerza 

11. Najibun Nessa Begum alias Evalyn Meerza, 
3rd daughter of Syed Wahed Ali Meerza 

12. Syed Paikar Hossain, son of late Syed 
Muzaffar Ali 

13. Hussan Ara Begum, daughter of Syed Nasir 
Ali Meerza 

14. Syed Nanha Meerza alias Nanha Sahib, son 
of Syud Abul Hossain alias Sultan Sahib 

15. Syed Jahangir Meerza alias Monjhu Sahib, 
second son of Syed Abul Hossain alias 
Sultan Sahib 

16. Syed Fateh Ali Meerza alias Bugga Sahib, 
son of Syed Abul Hossain 

17. Syed Husan Ali Meerza, eldest son of Syed 
Azmat Ali Meerza 

18. Syed Md. Sadique Ali Meerza, son of late 
Nawabzada Syed Ibrahim Meerza 

19. Syed Nawab ]ani Meerza, son of late Syed 
Taki Ali Meerza alias Rais Meerza 

20. Syed Jan-a-Alum Meerza, son of Do. Do. 
21. Syed Amir Meerza, son of Do. 
22. Syed Mohsin Meerza, son of late Syed 

Ahosan Meerza 
23. Syed Md. Jafar Ali Khan, son of late Syed 

Md. Fayaz Ali Khan 

24. Syed Hossain Ali Meerza, son of late Syed 
Ali Meerza alias Allu Sahib 

25. Major Iskander Meerza, C.LE., O.B.E., son of 
Shadi wife of late Syed Fateh Ali Meerza 
alias Nawab Meerza 

2S. Syed Meher Ali alias Reza Bahadur, son of 
late Syed Muzaffar Ali 

27. Syed Hashmat Ali, son of late Syud 
Muzaffar Ali 

Monthly Annual Govt. order under 
which the pension 

was sanctioned 
pension pension 

19,166 10 8 

833 5 4 

117 8 0 

316 0 0 

300 0 0 

115 0 0 

115 0 0 

115 0 0 

833 5 4 

80 U 0 

80 0 0 

94 0 0 

79 0 0 

80 0 0 

350 0 0 

100 0 0 

60 0 0 

100 0 0 

100 0 0 

100 0 0 
100 0 0 

85 0 0 

800 0 0 

80 0 0 

so 0 0 

94 0 0 

94 0 0 
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230,000 0 0 557P dated 
23.1.1907 

10,000 0 0 Foreign Deptt. 
Order No. 526 ] .P. 
dated 30.6.1881 

1,410 0 0 G.O. No. 703 P 
dated 14.3.1884 

3,792 0 0 238P dated 24th 
June 1905 

3,600 0 0 1292P dated 
17.7.1900 

1.380 0 0 1579P dated 
18.8.1906 

1.380 0 0 517P dated 
27.7.1897 and 
3334P dated 
13.12.1897 

1.380 0 0 Do. 

10.000 0 0 Foreign Deptt. 
No. 526 J.P. 
dated 30.S.1881 

9S0 0 0 38P.D. dated 
18.4.1914 

9S0 0 0 

1,128 0 0 

948 0 0 

9S0 0 0 

4.200 0 0 

1,200 0 0 

720 0 0 

1,200 0 0 

1.200 0 0 

1,200 0 0 
1.200 0 0 

1,020 0 0 

9.600 0 0 

960 0 0 

720 0 0 

1,128 0 0 

1.128 0 0 

Do. 

8681P dated 
13.8.1920 

5496P dated 
12.6.1923 

1393P.D. dated 
16.10.1926 
1393P.D. dated 
16.10.1926 

Do. 

2802P dated 
27.2.1928 

3568P dated 
16.3.1937 
2020P dated 
8.2.1938 

Do. 
Do. 

1228P dated 
28.2.1941 

194P.D. dated 
6.10.1941 
2136P dated 
2.5.1946 
Home (Political) 
Deptt. No. 2421P 
dated 21.5.1946 
No. 8681P dated 
13.8.1920 

Do. 

Class of 
pension 

Perpetual 

Life. Payable in 
England 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life. Payable in 
London 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life. Originally 
pension of Rs. 99/
was sanctioned but 
Rs. 20/- was com-

muted 
Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 
Life 

Ltfe 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 

Life 
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STATEMENT B 

Monthly drawal of Political Pensions under Pension Payment 
orders in the name of the Collector of 

Murshidabad 

Month 

April 1951 
May 1951 

June 1951 

July 1951 
August 1951 

September 1951 
October 1951 

November 1951 
December 1951 

January 1952 
February 1952 
March 1952 

Total 

Amount 

Rs. As. P. 
1,000 7 a 
1,015 7 a 
1,022 15 U 

1,000 7 a 

1,000 7 U 

1,320 7 0 
1,000 7 U 

1,000 7 0 

1,916 5 U 
955 2 0 

Rs. 11,232 7 0 

STATEMENT C 

Monthly disbursement of Nizamat Pensions 
drawn at Murshidabad Treasury for the year 

1951-52 

Month 

April 1951 
May 1951 
June 1951 
July 1951 
August 1951 . 
September 1951 
October 1951 
November 1951 
December 1951 
January 1952 
February 1952 
March 1952 

Total 

Total for the 
year 1951-52 

No. of pension. 
ers drew pen-

Amount sion during 
the month 

Rs. As. P. 
26,957 7 0 197 
26,527 11 a 215 
25,610 15 0 204 
25,481 3 0 202 
25,496 13 0 194 
27, 184 5 0 223 
25,864 7 0 214 
28,581 3 0 206 
25,320 8 0 191 
25,192 3 0 175 
6,293 7 0 193 

45,114 7 0 191 

Rs. 313,624 14 0 

Rs. 11 ,232 7 0 

Rs. 324,857 5 0 

STATEMENT D 

List of Political Pensions drawn by the S.D.O., Lalbagh on behalf of the Collector of Murshidabad 

Serial Names of Pensioners A.mount of P.P.O. Object of granting Whether 
No. Pension No. Pension drawn 

monthly or 
Rs. As_ P. yearly 

1. Collector of Murshidabad 36 12 6 771 Pol. Allowance of servants and Monthly 
Karees 

2. Do. 1,191 11 0 1274 Pol. For repairs of Nizamat Tombs Yearly 
3. Do. 21 5 4 1333 Expenses of Imambara Monthly 
4. Do. 63 0 3 1334 Do. Do. 
5. Do. 2 9 9 2262 Do. Do. 
6. Do. 42 10 8 739 For maintenance of Imambara Do. 
7. Do. 300 0 0 856 Allowance for Maharram ex- Yearly 

8. Do. 8 0 0 857 
-penses 

Do. Do. 
9. Do. 250 0 0 858 Allowance for Sabebarat Do. 

10. Do. S a 0 859 Do. Do. 
11. Do. 7 0 0 860 Allowance for Idul-Feter ex- Do. 

12. Do. 3 8 0 861 
penses 

Do. Do. 
13. Do. 6 0 0 862 Do. Do. 
14. Do. 10 0 0 863 Allowance for Eduzzoha Do. 
15. Do. 6 0 0 865 Allowance for Idul-Feter. Do_ 
16. Do. a 8 0 864 Allowance for Eduzzoha festival Do. 
17. Dc. 4 0 0 1319 Pol. Allowance for Fateh-Doaz- Do. 

Daham 
18. Do. 43 8 0 1310 Allowance for establishment of Monthly 

(D.A.) 15 0 0 Roshnibagh Cemetery 
19. Do. 3 0 .0 1311 Allowance for Eduzzoha festival Yearly 
20. Do. 3 0 0 1312 Do. Do. 
21. Do. 3 0 0 1313 Allowance for Eduzzoha festival Yearly 
22. Do. 3 0 0 1314 Do. Do. 
23. Do. 2 0 0 1315 Allowance for Fateh-Doaz- Do. 

Daham festival 
24. Do. 4 0 0 1316 Allowance for Maharram ex- Do. 

25. Do. 
penses 

68 8 0 1317 Pol. Monthly 
(D.A.) 35 0 0 

26. Do. 8 0 0 1318 Allowance for Maharram ex- Yearly 

27. Do. 3 0 0 1320 
penses 

Allowance for Ednl-Feter ex- Do. 

28. Do. 5 0 0 1321 
penses 

00. 
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Serial Names of Pensioners 
No. 

29. Collector of Murshidabad 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

APPENDIX III-contd. 

Amount of 
pension 

Rs. As. P. 

4 0 0 

6 0 0 

450 0 0 

180 0 0 
(D.A.) 35 0 0 

7 0 0 

P.P.o. 
No. 

1322 

1323 

853 Pol. 

855 Pol. 

854 Pol. 

Object of granting 
Pension 

Allowance for Sabebarat ex
penses 

Allowance for anniversary of 
Nawab Aliverdi Khan and 
Nawab Seraj-ud-Dowlah 

Establishment and contingent 
expenses of Jaffraganj Ceme
tery 

Establishment expenses for 
Matijheel Cemetery 

Masjid expense 

Whether 
drawn 

monthly or 
yearly 

Yearly 

Do. 

Monthly 

Do. 

Do. 

Besides the above, Rs. 15/- (fifteen) only is annually drawn by the Collector for improvement of gardens. 
Substance: (1) The Collector draws Rs. 915-6-6 per month for tombs and Imambara expenses. 

Sl. 
No. 

t. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

It. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

(2) Rs. 650-0-0 annually for religious expenses. 
(3) Rs. 1,191-11-0 annually for repairs of Nizamat tombs. 

Pension 
Payment Name 
Order No. 

Pol. 855 Collector of 
Murshidabad 

'\ 856 Do. 

857 Do. 

858 Do. 

859 Do. 

860 Do. 

861 Do. 

862 Do. 

863 Do. 

864 Do. 

'. 865 Do. 

1310 Do. 

1311 Do. 

" 1312 Do. 

1313 Do .. 

STATEMENT E 

Revise"d Stutement showing the Political Pension drawn by 
the Collector of lIfurshidabad through the Subdivisional Officer, 
Lalbagh for maintenance of tombs and Imambaras in and 

around Murshidabad city 

Authority of Consideration for Annual 
Pension Sanctioning Order which originally 

No. and date granted 

Rs. As. P. 
2,160 0 0 Pol. Deptt. Matijheel Langarkhana 

No. 635 PD. Mosque Establish-
dated 30.12.1882 ment 

300 0 0 Pol. Deptt. Maharram expenses 01 
No. 655 PD. J afIraganj Cemetery 
dated 3.10.1882 

8 0 0 Do. Do. of Matijheel 
Langarkhana 

250 0 0 Do. Shabebarat expenses 
of JafIraganj Tombs 

8 0 0 Do. Do. of Matijheel 
Langarkhana 

7 0 0 Do. Edul-Feter expenses 
of JafIraganj Tombs 

3 8 0 Do. Do. of Mea Helal's 
Masjid 

6 0 0 Do. Do. of Ma tijheel 

10 0 0 Do. 
Langarkhana 

Eduzzoha expenses of 
JafIraganj Tombs 

3 8 0 Do. Do. of Mea Helal's 
Masjid 

6 0 0 Do. Do. of Matijheel 
Langarkhana 

522 0 0 Pol. Deptt. Establishment charges 
No. 635 P and allowance of 
dated 18.2.1893 Roshnibagh Ceme-

tery 

3 0 U Do. For Anniversary of 
Shuja Khan's ceme-

3 0 0 Do. 
tery at Roshnibagh 

For Eduzzoha festival 
of Roshnibagh 
Cemetery 

3 0 0 Do. For Sabebarat £esti-
val of Do. 

xcv 

Condition if 
any, whether 
hereditary pr 

life 

Perpetuity 
grant 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

D'J" 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Remarks 

Rs. 180/- as 
grant and 
Rs. 35{- as 
dearness 
allowance 
drawn 
monthly 

Rs. 43/8/- as 
grant and 
Rs. 15/- as 
dearnes~ 
allowance 
drawn 
mlJnthly 
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Sl. 
No. 

Pension 
Payment 
Order No. 

Name Annual 
Pension 

Rs. As. P. 

Authority of 
Sanctioning Order 

No. and date 

Consideration for 
which originally 

granted 

Condition if 
any, whether 
hereditary or 

life 

Remarks 

16. Pol. 1314 Collector of 
Murshidabatl 

3 0 0 Pol. Deptt. For Edul-Feter expen
ses of Roshnibagh 
Cemetery 

Perpetuity 
grant 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

'. 

1315 

1316 

1317 

1318 

1319 

1320 

1321 

1322 

1323 

1333 

1334 

2776 

2777 

853 

854 

1274 

771 

2262 

2450 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

200 

400 

822 0 0 

800 

400 

300 

5 0 () 

400 

600 

256 0 0 

756 3 0 

10 0 0 

500 

5,400 0 0 

84 0 0 

1,191 11 0 

36 12 6 

299 

42 to 8 

The Collector draws (through the S.D.O., 
Lalbagh):-

No. 635 P. 
dated 18.2.1893 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

No. 347P 
dated 21.2.1857 

No. f1P 
dated 9.:::!.1848 

No. 1659P 
dated 27.7.1904 
No. 10041 P 
dated 11.7.1930 

Do. 

No. 655PD 
dated 30.12.1882 

Do. 

N5/2 dated 
11.6.1890 & 
No. 670 ,)f 
19.1.1892 
No. 147 dated 
19.1 1857 

Pol. Deptt. 
Order No. 4034 
dated 14.7 .19~1 

Do. 
No. ;:;013P 
dated 9.6.1941 

For Fateh-D a a z-
Daham festival of 
Do. 

For Maharram expen
ses of Do. 

For establishment of 
Khosbagh Cemetery 

For Maharram expen
ses of Do. 

For Fateh-Doaz
Daham of Do. 

For Edul-Feter expen· 
ses of Khoshbagh 
Cemetery 

For Eduzzoha expen· 
ses of Do. 

For Sabebarat expen
ses of Do. 

For Anniversary of 
N a w a b Aliverdi 
Khan and Nawab 
Seraj-ud-Dowla's 
death in Khosbagh 
Cemetery 

For Imambara expen
ses of Badurrun
nessa Begum 

For Imambara expen
ses of Lutfunnessa 
Begum 

For improving the 
grounds and plant
ing fresh trees in the 
Khosbagh Cemetery 

Do. Do. in Roshni
bagh Cemetery 

Establishment expen
ses of Ja:ffraganj 
Cemetery 

Expenses for Mia 
Helal's Masjid 

For repairs of Nizamat 
Tombs 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Allowances for sel'· Do. ') 
vants and Karies of I 
the tomb of Nawab I 
MabaraCk-Ud-DOWla: ~I 

Allowances for Imam- Do. 
bara expenses of 
late Famrunnessa 
Begum 

Allowances for main- Do. j 
tenance of Imam-
bara of Nawab Dil-
jan and also for 
Maharram expenses 

Rs. 68/8/- as 
grant and 
Rs. 35/- as 
D.A. drawn 
monthly 

Rs. 21-5-4p. is 
drawn monthly 

Rs. 63-0-3 is 
drawn monthly 

Rs. 450/- is 
drawn monthly 

Rs. 7/- is 
drawn monthly 

Drawn monthly 

Rs. 915 6 6 per month for Tomb and Imambara expenses 

Rs. 650 0 
Rs. 15 0 
Rs. 1,191 11 

xcvi 

o for religious expenses } 
o for improvement of gardens AnnuallY 
o for repairs of Nizamat Tombs in antl arountl drawn 

Murshidabad 



APPENDIX IV 

Report on Vernacular Education in Murshidabad by W. Adam, 1837 

William Adam gave the following account of the number and distribution of schools in the city and district of Moorshedabad 
in 1837. 

CITY AND DISTRICT OF MOORSHEDABAD 

Thanas Bengali Hindi Sanscrit Persian Arabic English Girls' 

I. Pul Hasan ullah Khan 

2. Rajabazar 

3. Shahnagar 

4. Gunditala 

5. Mahajantoli 

6. Nengta Khali 

7. Manullah Bazar 2 

8. Mahimapur 2 2 

9. Asanpura 

10. Rajbari 3 

11. Kalikapur 6 

12. Kasimbazar 

13. Raniswar 

14. Berhampore 

15. Garh Berhampore 2 2 

16. Akhra Ram Sahai 6 

17. Sujagunge 11 

18. Jan Mohammadpur 2 

19. Mura Gaonwar 

20. Daulatbazar 23 

62 5 

The city and district of Moorshedabad contain in all thirty
seven than as of which nineteen belong to the city jurisdiction 
and eighteen to the district. I have already mentioned that 
when I first visited the district, I limited my attention to one 
thana, that of Daulatbazar or No. 20 of the above table; and 
it was on the occasion of my second visit that I extended my 
inquiries on the most comprehensive plan to the remaining 
nineteen thanas of the table embracing the whole of the city 
jurisdiction. Of these nineteen, the first ten, viz., eight on the 
eastern and two on the western side of the Bhagirathi, are said 
to constitute the old city of Moorshedabad, or the city properly 
so called; and in point of fact several of the thanas included 
in the city jurisdiction are in every just sense Mofussil thanas, 
containing only small and scattered villages and interspersed 
with cUltivated fields, jungle, and morass. The table shows the 
distribution of schools to be very unequal. Of the above twenty 
thanas there are four without any institution of education what
soever; four others in each of which there is only one vernacular 
school; and two others in which there are a Persian and an 
Arabic school, or a Sanscrit and a Persian one, but no vernacular 
school at all. In twenty thanas the total number of schools of 
every' description is 113, averaging 5'6 to each thana. 

The following is an account of Bengali and Hindi Schools 
~ollowed by accounts of other types of schools in the district 
III 1837. 

3 

3 

6 

10 

24 

xcvii 

2 

4 

4 2 

2 

17 2 2 

In 20 thanas of this city and district there are 67 vernacular 
schools, of which 62 are Bengali and 5 Hindi. The latter are 
an effect of the residence of natives of the ·Western Provinces in 
the city. Some of these settle only for temporary purposes of 
service and trade, and do not bring their families with them. 
Another class consists of those who settle permanently, are 
surrounded by their friends and relatives, and generally engage 
in the business of shopkeepers, mOoney-lenders, or cloth
merchants, retaining the Hindi language and for the most part 
the customs and practices of Western Hindus. It is these 
permanent settlers that have established Hindi Schools for the 
instruction of their children. 

There are eleven villages, mohallas, or bazars, containing each 
two vernacular schools, or twenty-two in all, of which twenty 
are Bengali and two Hindi. The remaining forty-five are 
found each in a different village or mohalla. 

The number of teachers is the same as the number at 
schools, and their average age is 44'3 years. The following 
list exhibits the different castes of the Hindu teachers and the 
number of each caste. 

Kayastha 
Brahman 
Aguri 
Sunri 

39 Kaivarta 
14 Vaidya 
3 Suvarnabanik 
2 Kshetriya 

2 Chhatri 
1 Sadgop 
1 Chandal 
1 
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Besides these, there is one Bengali school taught by a 
Musalman. To teach reading, writing, and accounts is consi
dpreu tht proper duty of the Kayastha or writer-caste. and a 
Brahman, a Vaidya. or a Kshetriya, is supposed to degrade 
himself by engaging in such an occupation, while on the other 
hand any of the castes inferior to the Kayastha acquire by the 
same means increas'd respect. Parents of good caste do not 
hesitate to send their children to schools conducted by teachers 
?f an inferior caste and even of a different religion. For 
mstance the Masalman teacher above mentioned has Hindus 01 
good caste among his scholars. and this is equally true of the 
Chandal and other low-caste teachers enumerated. 

Of these teachers there are five who give their instructions 
gratuitously, of whom two are family-priests, one is a weaver, 
and another a retail-dealer. One of the priests, although he 
receives no fixed payment either in the form of monthly wages 
from the parents or in the form of fees for each scholar, accepts 
at the period of the great annual festival or Durga Puja, a 
present consisting of uncooked rice, pulse, salt, oil, vegetables, 
wood, cooking utensils, &c., and the weaver, although he does 
not exact any fees from his scholars, receives what they offer 
him. His school was opened only about a month before I 
visited the district and he had received within that time ten pice 
from the different scholars to aid him in bearing incidental 
expenses. By day he works as a weaver for his livelihood and 
te~ches in th~ evening. There are also many cases in ~~hich 
paId teachers mstruct a greater or less number of their scholars 
gratuitously_ It gives me great pleasure to mention these ins
tances of unostentatious benevolence in the humblest ranks of 
native society. They prove both the merit attached to the 
~ommu~icaton of knowledge. and the readiness to receive 
lllst~uctIon on the part of many who can offer no compensation 
for It. A people amongst whom such dispositions are found 
presents both good materials to work upon and good instru
mpnts to work with. 

. fhe majority of teachers are remunerated for their services 
10 vario~s ways. Some receive monthly wages which' are gene
rally.pald by one pers(:m; others monthly fees from each scholar 
varymg from one to eIght annas; and others, with or without 
wagps or fees, receive. perquisites o! various kinds, consisting 
of uncoo,ked food (ashtdha) III quantIty and value at the option 
of the gIver, SUbSIstence-money (khoraki) generally amounting 
to two 011 three annas a month from each scholar, or to two or 
threC? rupees a month. from th«: whole, weekly presents fot 
makmg Saturday a hOlIday varymg from one pIce to four pice 
a montl?- from C?ach scholar or presents at the Durga Puja 
(parvam) eIther In money or clothes varying from eight annas 
to four or five rup~es per annu:n from the whole body of 
scholars. The followmg enumeratIon shows the various modes 
of remuneratio1), adopted, and the amount of monthly receipts 
by all the teachers of Bengali and Hindi schools: 

2 teachers receive monthly wages only 
10" "monthly fees only 

I teacher receives perquisites only 
18 teachers receive fees and perquisiteI:' 

1 teacher receives fees and uncooked food . 
5 teach, s receive fees and subsistence-muney 
1 teacher receives fees and weekly presents 
4 teachers receive fees and annual presents 
1 teacher receives fees, uncooked food, and sub

sistence-money 
5 teachers receive fees, uncooked food, and 

weekly presents 
2 fees, uncooked food, and 

annual presents 
5 fees, subsistt'nce-money. and 

annual presents 
3 fees. weekly presents, and 

ann ual presen ts 
2 fees, uncooked food, weekly 

presents and subsistence
money ... 

teacHer receives fees, uncooked food, weekly 
presents and annual pre
sents 

Rs. As. P. 

10 15 0 
39 4 6 

0 " 0 
87 3 3 

5 11 6 
38 3 0 

2 14 0 
20 8 0 

4 14 0 

24 5 3 

5 11 3 

23 g y 

13 3 9 

14 4 3 

o 15 0 

IV-contd. 

Rs. As. P. 

1 teacher receives fees, uncooked food. annual 
presents, and subsistence
money 593 

It thus appears that 62 teachers receive in all Rs. 297-6-!.l 
which averages to each teacher Rs. 4-12-9 per month. 

The school-house is sometimes built at. 'Lhe expense of the 
teacher; sometimes at the expense of some comparatively 
wealthy person whose son attends school; sometimes by gene 
ral SUbscription, the teacher contributing a little, the parents 
a little, the scholars aiding by their labour, and some bene
volent person granting a donation of land, of money, or of 
materials. In a majority of instances there is no school-house. 
in which case the house of the teacher, a family or village 
temple, an out-house of one of the parents, the hut assigned 
for the entertainment of travellers, the corner of a shop, the 
portico of a mosque. or the shade of a tree is employed for 
that purpose. 

In 67 schools the total number of scholars is 1080, giving 
to each school an average of 16·1. The average present age of 
1080 scholars, that is. their average age at the time when the 
different schools were visited, was 10'1 years. The average age 
of 778 scholars at the time when they entered school was 6'03 
years; and their average age at the time when they would pro
bably leave school was estimated to be 16'5 years. It would 
appea,r from this that they generally pass about ten years at 
school. 

The total number of Hindu scholars is 998, of whom 18 were 
absent at the time the schools were visited; and the total num
ber of Mussalman scholars is 82, of whom 4 were absent. The 
following is an enumeration of the castes of the Hindu scholars 
and of the number belonging to each: 

Brahman 181 Sutar 
Kayastha 129 Osawal. 
Kaivarta . 96 Swarnakar 
Suvarnabanik 62 Yugi 
Gandhabanik 59 Chhatri 
Tanti 56 Kamar. 
Sunri 39 Kumar. 
Teli 36 Rajput. 
Mayra . 29 Kansyabanik 
Kshetriya 26 Tili 
Kurmi . 24 Aguri 
Vaishnava 24 Luniar. 
Tamli 22 IIalwaikar 
Goala 19 Bara yi . 
Malo 16 Mali 
Napit 15 Daibajna 
Vaidya 14 Chanda I 

13 
12 
It 
10 
9 
9 
8 
7 
7 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

Gaurbanik 
Kandu . 
Kalawar 
Kayali . 
Sadgop. 
Kahar 
Jalia 
Lahari 
Bagdhi 
Vaisya 
Kalu 
Pashi 
Gareri 
Dhoba 
Kairi 
Muchi 

3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

This enumeration shows in what classes of Hindu society 
vernacular instruction is chiefly found, and in what classes it 
becomes increasingly deficient. It would be a mistake how
ever to suppose that the latter as compared with the former are 
losing ground. The fact is quite the reverse; they are gaining 
ground, and are almost imperceptibly acquiring a sense of the 
value even of that humble instruction which is within their 
reach, but from which by the customs of society they were 
formerly almost wholly debarred. The time is not distant 
when it would have been considered contrary to all the maxims 
of Hindu civilization that individuals of the Malo, Chandal, 
Kahar, JaLia, Lahari, Bagdhi, Dhoba, and Muchi castes 
should learn to read, write, and keep accounts: and if some 
aged and venerable Brahman who has passed his life removed 
from European contamination were told that these low castes 
arc now raising their aspirations so high, he would deplore it 
as onp of the many proofs of the gross and increasing degene
racy of the age_ The encroachment of these castes on the out
skirts of learning is a spontaneous mOvement in native society, 
the effect of a strong foreign rule unshackled by native usages 
a?d prejudices and protecting all in the enjoyment of equal 
fights 

It has bt'en mentioned in former reports that there are four 
st.'ges in a course of vernacular instructoin; but there is 
diff.'rence beb\'een Bengali and Hindi schools, that whereas in 
th. '~rond and third stages of the former the palm-leaf and 
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plantain-leaf are generally used, in the same stages of the 
latter a wooden-board and a brazen plate are employed as the 
materials on which lessons in writing and accounts are given 
Two modes are adopted of writing on the brazen plate, first, 
by dissolving chalk in water to a consistence that permits the 
scholar to rub it on the plate where it dries and receives the 
impression of a hard pin or reed-pen; and second, by writing 
on the plate with chalk-ink. The former is the mode chiefly 
employed in writing on the board, and mud is sometimes substi
tuted for moistened chalk. The following statement exhibits 
the distribution of the total number of scholars into the four 
stages of instruction : 

(a) Scholars who write on the ground 

{
on the palm-leaf 

(b) :: on the wooMn-board 

(e) {:: 
on the plantain-leaf 
on thp brazbll-platE' 

5251 
35 f 

71 

560 

12 

(d) on paper 437 
It thus appears that nearly the whole numbE'r of scholars 

1S employed in the second and fourth stages, the former em
bracing the commencement and the latter the completion of 
instruction in accounts. 

Limited as is the utmost scope of vernacular instruction, 
there are several gradations in the attainments of the teachers 
and in the instructions which they bestow. Thus in 4 Hindi 
schools commercial accounts only, in 14 Bengali schools 
agricultural accounts only, and in 10 Bengali schools both 
commercial and agricultural accounts are taught. In 3 schools 
vf which one is Hindi and two are Bengali, written works 
chiefly in the vernacular language are taught in addition 
to commercial accounts , antI in 36 Bengali schools those works 
are taught in addition both to commercial and agricultural 
accounts. 

In the only Hindi school in which vernacular works are 
used, those works are the Dan Lila and Dadhi Lila, both des
cribing the boyish amusements of Krishna, the former his boat
ing pleasures on the Jumna in the neighbourhood of Brindavan, 
and the latter the tricks he pla~d the milkmen of that place 
with his youthful companions. In only one Bengali school the 
(;um Bandana was found in use, a doggerel compositon con
taining an expression of the respect and devotion due from 
the scholar to his teacher. The arithmetical rules of 
Subhankar were employed in 32 schools. The Guru Dakshina, 
anoth:er doggeral composition which is sung by the elder boys 
of a school from house to house to elicit donations for their 
master, was taught in three schools. In addition to these 
vernacular works, a small portion of the Sanscrit vocabulary 
of Amara Singh was found to be in use in one Bengali school; 
m another a work called Sabda Subanta containing the rules of 
Sanscrit orthography, the permutations of letters in combina
tion, and examples of the declension of nouns; and in 14 
schools the Sanscrit verses of Chanakya, containing the 
praises of learning and precepts of morality, were read or 
committed to memory. All the preceding works both verna
cular and Sanscrit were taught either from manuscripts or 
memoriter; but in five schools the Sis1z1l Bodh was employed, 
a modern compilation in print, containing Subhankar, 
Chanakya, and (;uru Dakshina. One teacher is found in 
possession of the following works in manuscript which he 
professed to employ for the instruction of his scholars; viz., 
the arithmetic of U gra Balaral1l, consisting of practical and 
Imaginary examples which are worked; the modes of episto
lary address by the same author' Subhankar; Saraswati 
8andana; and Aradhan Da"'s 'fan Bhanjan or Anger 
Removed, and J(alanka Bhanjan or Disgrace Removed, both 
re1ating to the loves of Radha and Krishna. In addition to 
the preceding which were all in Bengali, he had also il. Sanscrit 
the verses of Chanakya and the conjugation of the substan
tive verb bhu. Another tl'acher had the following printed 
works; viz., Hitopadesh, a Serampore school-book; the School 
Book Society's Nitikatha or Moral Instructions, first part, 
3d pd. 1818; the same Society's Instructions for modelling 
and conducting Schools, 1819, Do's Geography, Chapter III. 
Introduction to Ada, 1819; lyotis Ribaran, a Serampore 
School Book on astronomy; the seven first numbers of the 
Serampore Digdarsan or Indian Youth's Magazine; and a 
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Serampore missionary tract called Nilivakya. This p~lson was 
formerly in the employment of a European gentll'man who 
supported d. Bengali school subseqw'lltly rliscontinueu, and the 
books remaining in the tl'acher's hands are preserved as 
curiosities or as heir-looms to be admireu not used 

SANSCRIT SCHOOLS 

In twenty thanas of this city and district there are 24 
Sanscrit schools with the same number of teachers whose 
average age is 46·2 years. All the teachers are Brahmans, 13 
being Varendra, 8 Rarhi, and 3 Vaidika Brahmans. 

The various sources of income to vernacular teachers, as iat 
as they could be ascertained, were reduced to a monthly rate ; 
but the receipts of learned teachers although generally larger in 
amount, are obtained at such uncertain intervals that they 
found it more convenient to give me an annual estimate. The 
average of the annual receipts of 24 teachers is 123 rupees 
derived principally from the presents received on the occasion 
of ceremonial invitations, and occasionally from other sources. 
One teacher receives a pension from Government of five rupees 
per annum paid quarterly. I could not ascertain the origin 
of this payment. Another teacher has a pension of 60 rupees 
per annum originally bestowed by Rani Bhawani and paid 
through the Government. The first order of Government on 
the subject is dated 12th November 1799; on the 17th July 
1822 the Collector reported the institution to be well attended 
and the pensioner qualified; and on the 10th September of the 
same year the Board of Revenue authorized .he present incum. 
bent to receive the allowance in succession to his father. As 
far as I could ascertain the sale object of the endowment is the 
encouragement of learning without any reference either to reli
gious worship or hospitality to strangers. A third teacher 
holds an endowment of ten bighas of land yielding about one 
rupee per bigha per annum. it is the remnant of 100 bighas 
originally granted by Raja Rama Kanta to his grandfather 
and subsequently divided and sub-divided amongst descen
dants who do not belong to the profession of learning, from 
which it would appf'ar that the object of the endowment 
has been ih a great measure defeated. It was stated to me 
that the original sanad for 100 bighas was lost, but that a 
certificate of the validity of the endowment given by Mr. Hely, 
the collector of 1801, is in existence. 

Connected with the present means of subsistence enjoyed by 
learned teachers is a consideration of the amount of encourage
ment formerly given to the same class. One teacher stated 
that at one time he received five rupees a month from one and 
four rupees a month from another neighbouring zamindar both 
of whom had discontinued these payments for the last three 
years on the plea of diminished means. The pandit did not 
appear to doubt that the cause assigned was the real one. In 
another case it was stated that about ten or twelve years ago 
an endowment of 60 rupees a year established by Rani 
Bhawani and paid through the Government was discontinued. 
It was paid first to Jayarama Nyaya Panchanana and after· 
wards to his nephew Chandreshwar Nyayalankam, on whose 
death it was withheld as he left no heir. Those who men
tioned this endowment considered. that it was exclusively 
designed for the encouragement of learning and that it was 
intended to be of permanent obligation. A similar opinion 
was not expressed respecting numerous other endowments 
stated to have been resumed about 20 or 25 years ago, and 
amou.nting to 8,000 or 10,000 rupees per annum. They were 
grants of the Rani Bhawani, and were enjoyed by upward" of 
thirty individuals, but it was distinctly admitted that they 
had been given only for life and that the resumption was 
proper The object of these endowments was stated to be the 
encouragement of learning, which was very carefully distin
guished from the object of certain other endowments estab
_lished by the same Rani and still enjoyed to the extent of 
30,000 rupees by upwards of sixty persons, brahmans, 
vaishnavas, female devotees, musalman faqirs, and reduced 
zamindars. The information I obtained respecting those 
resumed endowments was not of that detE'rminate character 
which it would have been satisfactory to me to report; and 
I en_deavoured to procure more precise details in the collec
tor's office but without success. I shall not be surprised if the 
statements made to me should be found erroneous, and I have 
the satisfaction of knowing that means have been taken to 
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obtain through the appropriate channel of resumption-officers 
complete information respecting endowments for educational 
purposes whether resumed or unresumed, with the purpose of 
faithfully applying all that may be discovered to their legiti
mate objects. 

Krishnanatha Nyaya Punchanana, the pandit already men
tioned as enjoying an endowment of 60 rupees per annum paid 
through the Government, possesses a distinguished reputation 
amongst learned natives throughout Bengal. Several of his 
pupils are settled as teachers of learning at Nuddea , he is in 
official employment as the pandit attached to the court of the 
civil and sessions judge of Moorshedabad, and both his 
learning and office, as well as his wealth, which amounts 
however only to a moderate competence, give him high consi
deration in native society. The only species of literary 
composition he appears to have attempted is that description 
of propositions whch it is usual for the professors of logical 
philosophy to discuss at the meeting of the learned. None of 
the other pandits are authors. 

Almost every pandit has a separate school-house either 
built at his own expense or at the cost of a former or present 
benefactor The amount varies from 25 rupees to 400 and of 
course the extent of the accommodation varies with the outlay. 

In 24 Sanscrit schools there are 153 students averaging 6'3 
to each school. Of the total number of students 106 were 
present and 47 absent at the time the schools were visited; 
41 are natives of the villages in which the schools are situated 
and 112 natives of other villages; and one is of the Kayastha 
or writer caste, and 152 are brahmans. 

The following are the different studies pursued in these 
schools and the number of students engaged in each at the 
time the schools were visited: 

Grammar 
Lexicology 
Literature 

23 
4 
2 

Law 
Logic . 
Mythology 

64 
52 

8 

The age of each student was recorded with reference to three 
distinct periods; viz., the age a t which he commenced the 
study he was then pursuing, the present age, and the probable 
age at which he would complete the stUdy of the branch of 
learning on which he was then engaged. It will be noted that 
two of these periods are certain and that one is prospective and 
conjectural. The following is the average age, at each period, 
of the students belonging to each branch of learning : 

Grammar 11·9 15·2 18·8 
Lexicology 18 19·2 20·2 
Literature 16 25 26·5 
Law 23·6 28·7 33·2 
Logic 21 26·5 34·6 
Mythology 29'1 31·1 33,6 

Grammar, lexicology, and literature which includes poetical 
and dramatic productions, although begun in succession are 
generally studied simultaneously and the same remark is in 
some measure applicable to law and logic. Taking however 
each branch of learning separately it would appear that the 
study of grammar occupies about seven years; lexicology 
about two, literature about ten' law about ten; logic about 
thirteen, and mythology about iour. 

In describing thE' works employed as text-books in each 
branch of learning all that can be attempted in this place is 
to give the names of the principal books. In grammar the 
Mugdhabodha with the Ramtarkavagisi commentary and the 
Kalapa 'with the commentary of Trilochana Dasa are chiefly 
used In lexicology the A mara K osha is the only work 
employed. In general literature the Hitopadesa and Bhatti 
Kavya are read. In law, the following Tatwas or treatises 
of Raghunandana, viz., Tithi, Prayaschitta, Udbaha Suddhi, 
Sraddha, 4.hnika, Ekadasi, Malamasa, Samayasuddhi, and 
fyotisha are first studied; and these are followed by the 
Dayabhaga and Prayaschitta Viveka. In logic the works in 
use are the Math uri commentary of Vyapti Pcmchaka .. the 
Jagadisi commentary of Purva Paksha, Savyabhichara, and 
[{ evalanwaya.. and the Gadadhari commentary of A vayava 
and Satpratipaksha, all of course including their respective 
texts the Sabdasaktiprakasika by Gadadhar is also read. In 
mythology the Bhagavata Purana, and the Bhagavad Gita, a 
book of the Mahabharata, are read. 
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Students as wdl as teachers sometimes receive presents on 
public occasions, and in certain seasons of the year the more 
indigent travel about as religious mendicants, the small su~s 
thus obtained being employed to defray those expenses whIch 
their relations or teachers do not enable them to meet. Of the 
24 Sanscrit schools the students of 10 receive nothing in either 
of the ways above mentioned, and the students of 14 receive 
various sums the annual average of which is Rs. 7/13/ -. This 
is the annual average, not to each student, but to all the 
students of each school taken collectively; and with reference 
to the average number of students in each school it gives little 
more than a rupee annually to each student. 

Persian and Arabic Schools 

In 20 thanas of this district there are 17 Persian and 2 Arabic 
schools; but it is to be understood in this and in similar cases 
that Persian is taught in the Arabic schools also, and that 
sometimes an Arabic is distinguishable from a Persian school 
only by the circumstance that one or two of the pupils have 
begun the study of one of the earliE'st and easiest works on 
the grammar of the Arabic language. 

One village contains two Persian schools and the remaining 
seventeen, Persian and Arabic, are contained in the same 
number of villages or mohallas. 

There are nineteen teachers, all Musalmans, whose average 
age is 36·5 years. 

The following are the modes and amount of the remuneratlon 
given to the teachers : 

6 teachers receive monthly wages 
t teacher receives fees and uncooked food 
3 teachers receive fees and subsistence-money 
1 teacher receives monthly wages and annual 

presents 
teacher receives monthly wages and annual 

allowance . . 
3 teachers receive monthly wages and perquisites. 
2 teachers receive fees, sub~istence-money and 

annual presents 
teacher receives fees, subsistence-money and 

uncooked food 
teacher receives fees, subsistence-money and 

weekly and annual presents 

Rs. As. Ps. 
68 0 () 
3 8 U 

17 8 0 

4 

7 
38 

21 

5 

4 

2 

2 
o 

2 

o 

3 

8 

8 
o 

8 

8 

2 

Nineteen teachers thus receive in all Rs. 168-11-10 which 
averages to each Rs. 8-14-1 per month. There are no teachers 
who give all their instructions gratuitously but in several of 
the schools there are some scholars who are taught without 
making any payment to the teachers. Those teachers who 
receive monthly wages or fixed salaries are generally dependent 
on the head or heads of one family; and of such families five 
are Hindu whose allowances to the teachers are considerably 
in excess of the above average. In one of the Arabic schools 
instruction is given gratuitously to all the scholars and the 
teacher receives his remuneration from l\lunshi Sharaf Khan. 
The institution has existed long and has descended to the care 
of the Munshi, its chief patron. 

Fifteen of the schools have no other accommodations as 
school-houses than are afforded by the baithak-khanas and 
garden-houses of the principal supporters. Of the remaining 
two, one, a Persian school, has a school-house built by a res
pectable Hindu inhabitant at a cost of 40 rupees; and the 
other, an Arabic school, has a school-house built by the 
Musalman patrons at a cost of about 400 rupees. The latter 
is a brick building, and is used also as a dwelling-house by the 
Maulavi and some of the scholars. 

In 19 schools there are 109 scholars averaging 5·7 to each 
school. Of the total number, 102 are engaged in the study 
of Persian, and 7 in that of Arabic. Of the Persian scholars 
61 are Hindus and 41 Musalmans; and of the Arabic scholars 
one is a Hindu of the brahman caste, and six are Musalmans. 
The following are the castes of the Persian scholars who are 
Hindus and the number of each 

Brahman 27 Kaivarta 
Kayastha 15 Aguri 
Kurmi . 6 Suvamabanik 

4 
4 
2 

Napit 
Mali 
Sutar 
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The follO\l'ing are the average ages of the Persian and Arabic 
scholars at the three periods formerly mentioned, viz., the age 
of admission to school. the age at the time the schools were 
visited, and the estimated age of leaving school. 

Persian scholars 9·5 13·5 
Arabic scholars 11·0 17·4 

20·8 
21·1 

The following works com prize the course of Persian reading, 
viz., the Pandnameh " Gulistan; Bastan; Payindeh Beg, 
embracing forms of epistolary correspondence; lnsha-i-Matlub, 
containing forms of correspondence and contract; Joseph and 
Zuleikha, the history of Joseph; Asafi consisting of odes; 
Sec and'll' Nameh, poetical history of Alexander the Great; 
Bahar-i-Danish, tales; and Allaml, consisting of the corres
pondence of Shah Akber, Abulfazl, &c., &c. About one-half 
of the Persian teachers limit their instructions to the Bostan 
and Gulistan; and the other works are more or less taught 
by the remaining numb€'r. 

The only works read by the Arabic studen~s are .gramma
tical, viz., Mizan, Tasrif, and Zubda on the mflectIOns, and 
Sharh-i-Miat Amil on the syntax, of the Arabic language. 

English, Orphan, Girls', and Infants' Schools 

There is no English school throughout the district; and in 
the city the Nizamat College, in which English, as well as 
Persian and Arabic, is taught, was by the tenor of my instruc
tions excepted from my inquiries inasmuch as it is a Govern
ment institution or rather an institution under Government 
control. The duty assigned to me was to collect information 
regarding the state of education which Government had no 
other direct means of obtaining, and as regular reports are 
furnished of the Nizamat College, that institution did not come 
within my providence. 

The only school in the city thanas in which the teaching 
of English is made the sole object is one under the direction of 
the Revd. Mr. Paterson of t~e London Missionary Society. 
His instructions are gratuitous to the scholars. and they 
assemble in an out-office attached to his dwelling-house. The 
number of pupils is 13, of whom one is an Armenian, two are 
Musalmans, and ten are Hindus. Of the Hindus, six are 
kayasthas, three are brahmans. and one is a kaivarta. Others 
give an irregular attendance, and are therefore not included in 
the list of scholars. Mr. Paterson has leisure from his other 
avocations to instruct them only three days in the week from 
one hour and a half to two hours each day The school-books 
used are Murray's Spelling Book, the English Reader, Murray'S 
Grammar, Woollaston's Grammar, and Goldsmith's History of 
England which are provided by the scholars, and from the 
irregular supply of books the classification of the boys is found 
impossible. In penmanship the scholars write on slates and 
paper. Some of them learn Persian elsewhere. The average 
age of the thirteen scholars when they entered school was 12·9 
years; their average age at the time the school was visited was 
16·6 ; and the average of the difirent periods mentioned when 
they would probably leave school ,vas 22·3. After the exam
ination of the school, the elder boys expressed their gratitude 
to Mr. Pat€'rson for his instructions, lamented that he could 
not devote more time to them, and entreated me to represent 
their ardent desire to be favoured with more ample means for 
acquiring a knowledge of English, a request in which Mr. 
Paterson himself joined. The boys afterwards came to my 
lodgings of their own accord to express the same sentiments in 
a more formal manner. It has given me pleasure to observe 
that an attempt has been made since I left the district to estab
lish an English school by public subscriptions both amongst 
Europeans and Natives. 

The Berhampore Orphan Asylum is under the general superin
tendence of the Revd. Messrs. Hill and Paterson of the London 
Missionary Society, from whom the following details respect
ing it have been derived. The origin of the institution is 
ascribed to the late David Dale, Esq., who as Magistrate of 
the district had frequently to provide for destitute native 
children. He received three orphan boys into his own house 
and subsequently sent them for instruction to the Revd. Mr. 
Williamson of the Baptist Missionary Society, residing in the 
Beerbhoolll district. About three years afterwards, and about 
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four years before my second visit to the district in July, 1836, 
the Asylum at Berhampore was built at the exp~nse of J A. 
Pringle, Esq., and the orphans were removed to It from Beer 
bhoom, and supported by Mr. Pringle till his return to England. 
At the above-mentioned date, nineteen orphans had been receiv
ed into the institution, of whom four had died of cholera and 
diseases contracted in their destitute condition before their 
admission into the institution; two female orphans had been 
sent to the Christian school in Calcutta attached to the London 
Missionary Society; and thirteen boys remained in connection 
with the institution. Of these thirteen, twelve resided in the 
Asylum; and one, a leper, on the farm belonging to it. The 
parents of the orphans were, as far as is known, Hindus or 
Musalmans; and t~e orphans had been, some of them left 
destitute by the death of their parents, others rescued from 
starvation during a period of famine, and one, it was stated, 
had been abandoned in the fidds by its mother The age of 
the youngest child is about four years and of the oldest about 
fifteen. 

The orphans rec~ive instruction both in letters and in the 
arts of manual industry, and to aid the Missionaries in both 
objects, John Gainer, a private soldier in one of the King's 
regiments, was enabled, in part by means of the orphan funds, 
to purchase his discharge, and his services have been engaged 
for 25 Rupees a month. Besides a sircar at 8 rupees a month, 
he is the only person who receives a salary from the institution. 
The school-instruction embraces the Bengali and English 
languages, and reading and writing in both. All are taught 
Benga,li. and those are taught English who discover a capacity 
to acquire it. Three of the boys read Bengali in the Roman 
character, but this is in addition to, not in substitution of, the 
Bengali character. The ordinary school-books are employed, 
including the New Testament in both languages: the want of 
good school-books is stated to be very much felt. To teach 
trades and form habits of industry two arrangements have been 
made; a workshop has been formed and a piece of ground 
rented for a farm. In the workshop tape and bobbin, buggy
whips, shoes, manifold letter-writers, and snake-paper-weights 
are or have been made. The ground for a farm estimated at 
100 bighas has been recently rented. Twenty bighas were in 
preparation for mulberry and it is hoped that the cultivation 
of the plant, the rearing of the silk-worm, and the weaving of 
the silk so produced will find employment and support for the 
orphans. There is a religious service morning and evening at 
which the pupils are present; and with the exception of an 
hour for food and bathing, th~y are in school from six o'clock 
in the morning till mid-day, and in the workshop till four in 
the afternoon. 

Although orphans are the primary objects of the Asylum 
it is also proposed to receive outcasts, persons destitute by 
the loss of employment or friends, and catechumens; to locate 
them on the farm ; to teach them some art or business; and 
to provide them with a home so long as obedience to the rules 
of the institution renders them worthy of protection and 
countenance. On this principle fourteen mendicant females 
have been received. Sickness and a laxity of morals have 
reduced their number, but eight of them who formerly lived 
on alms now maintain themselves by weaving tape and bobbin. 

The expenditure on account of the institution is small and 
its resources are limited. The building of the Asylum ori
ginally cost 400 rupees; of the workshop, 500, and of the 
school-room or native chapel. 318; to which is to be added 
the cost of various improvements and additions since made. 
The rent of the land for a farm is 100 rupees per annum, 
and the European artizan and native sircar receive together 
33 rupees per month. No precise estimate could be furnished 
of the cost of maintaining the inmates of the Asylum and of 
providing them with tools, machinery, and materials. To meet 
this expenditure, the work of the orphans and widows in part 
contributes; in 1835 it sold for 398 rupees. The aggregate of 
local subscriptions has varied from 12 to 75 rupees per month, 
and occasional liberal donations have been received both from 
friends on the spot and at a distance. The number of orphans 
and widows received into the Asylum is limited only by the 
state of the funds. 

The orphans of native parents are the special objects of the 
institution and the purpose is to train them up as artizans and 
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farmers. When they have completed their school-education it 
is not contemplated to leave them without further care or 
superintendence, but on the plan of Moravian settlements to 
form them into a community in which each when married and 
comfortably supported shall assist in promoting the prosperity 
of the whole. It is hoped that the institution, independent of 
charitable aid, will thus enlarge or at least continue its opera
tions. It is till in its infancy and promises more than it has 
yet performed, but not more than it may be expected to per
form under the same management. Even in its present condi
tion, it must be regatded as a highly laudable attempt to 
rescue the orphan, widow, and outcast from destitution and 
crime, to educate them in the principles of Christianity, and 
to make them industrious, moral, and religious. 

The only other institution in the city of Moorshedabad to be 
noticed is a girls' school superintended by Mrs. Paterson, with 
the assistance of a native teacher who receives five rupees a 
month. The number of scholars is 28 of whom 24 were present 
and 4 absent at the time the school was visited. The scholars 
are all Hindus, 17 of the baghdi caste, 6 of the malo, 3 of the 
kaivarta, and 2 of the vaishnava caste. The teacher is an 
agradani or low-caste brahman. The average age of the girls 
enterip.g school was 7'2 years; their average age when the 
school was visited was 9 years; and the average probable age 
of their leaving school was 12'6 years. Twenty-four of the 
girls receive each 1 pice per week for attendance, and four 
receive each 2 pice. Each girl every four months receives 
a piece of cloth for a garment to secure her decent appearance 
at school: the cloth is valued at 10 annas. Two female messen
gers arc employed to conduct the scholars to and from school, 
one having charge of 13 and the other of IS scholars; and each 
messenger receives one anna per week for each child who 
attends regularly every day of the week. Each girl receives an 
armlet every year; and on the occasion of her own marriage or 
the funeral obsequies of a parent, a payment of one rupee. 

POPULATION 

City of Moorshedabad 

In the nineteen thanas included within the city jurisdiction 
there are 372 mahallas and villages. The mahallas are the 
streets, quarters, or wards of the city properly so called. The 
villages contain the scattered agricultural population. 

The number of families is 34,754, averaging 93'4 families 
to each mahalla or village. The number of Hindu families is 
24,OQ4, of Musalman families 10,647, and of native christian 
families 13. 

The number of persons is 124,804 of whom 84,050 are 
Hindu~, 40,709 are Musalmans, and 45 are native christians; 
averagmg 3·591 persons to each of the total number of 
families, 3'488 to each Hindu family, 3·823 to each Musalman 
family, and 3'461 to each native christian family. The pro
portion of Hindus to Musalmans and Christians is as 100 to 
48'4. In the enumeration both of families and persons the 
native soldie~s canto!led . at ~t;rhampore, .. and Europeans 
whether publIc functJonanes CIVIl and mIlItary or private 
individuals, have been omitted. 

The number of males of all ages is 62,519, and of females of 
all ages 62,285, giving a proportion of 100 males to 99·6 
females. In the enumeration of males, sixty-three eunuchs, 
stated to be of Abyssinian birth an~ belonging to the household 
of the Nawab of Moorshedabad, have been included. 

The number of males above fourteen years of age is 46,670, 
and of females of the same age 51,148, giving a proportion of 
100 males to 109·5 females above fourteen years. 

. The number of males between fourteen and five years of age 
IS 9,.539, and of females of the same age 5,553, giving a pro
portIOn of 10() males to 58·2 females between fourteen and five. 

The number of males below five years of age is 6,310, and of 
females of the same age 5,584, giving a proportion of 100 
males to 88·4 females below five. 
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The number of persons, male and female, above fourteen 
years of age, is 97,818, and. the number of persons, male and 
female, below five, is 11,894, amounting together to 109,712; 
the number of persons, male and female, between fourteen and 
five years of age, is 15,092 ; and the proportion of the popula
tion above fourteen and below five to the population between 
fourteen and five is as 100 to 13·7. 

District of Moorshedabad 

Of the eighteen Mofussil thanas of this district the one select
ed for investigation was the Daulatbazar thana which was 
found to contain 183 towns and villages. 

The number of families is 12,832, averaging 70·1 families to 
each town or village. The number of Hindu families is 7,058, 
and of Musalman families 5,774. 

The number of persons is 62,037, of whom 33,199 are Hindus, 
and 28,838 are Musalmans, averaging 4·834 persons to each 
of the total number of families, 4'7_03 to each Hindu family, 
and 4·994 to c<Ioch Musalman family. The proportion of 
Hindus to Musalmans is as 100 to 86·8. 

The number of males of all ages .is 31,560, and of females 
of all ages 30,477, giving a proportion of 100 males to 96·5 
females. 

The number of males above fourteen years of age is 20,222, 
and of females of the same age 22,615, giving a proportion 
of 100 males to 111·3 females above fourteen years. 

. The number of males between fourteen and five years of age 
IS 6,801, and of females of the same age 3,627, giving a 
proportion of 100 males to 53'3 females between fourteen and 
five. 

The number of males below five years of age is 4,537 
and of females of the same age 4,235, giving a proportion of 
100 males to 93·3 females below five. 

The number of persons, male and female, above fourteen 
years of age, is 42,837, and the number of persons, male and 
female, below five is 8,772, amounting together to 51,609; the 
number of persons, male and female, between fourteen and five 
years of age, is 10,428 ; and the proportion of the population 
above fourteen and below five to the popUlation between 
fourteen and five is as 100 to 20'2. 

ADULT INSTRUCTION 
City of Moorshedabad 

In this city the number of adults who have received a 
learned education and are engaged in the business of teaching 
is 33, of whom 24 are Hindus and 9 are Musalmans. . 

The number of adults who have received a learned education 
and who are no~ engaged in the business of teaching is 75, of 
whom 58 are Hmdus and 17 are Musalmans. 

The number of adults whO have not received a learned edu
cation and who are engaged in the business of teaching with 
at~a~nm~nts superior to a mere. knowledge of reading and 
wntlllg IS 60 ; of whom 42 are Hmdu teachers of Bengali and 
Hindi schools, 2 are Hindu teachers of English in the Nizamat 
College, 15 are Musalman teachers of Persian schools, and 1 is 
a Musalman teacher of a Bengali school. 

The number of adults who have neither received a learned 
education nor are engaged in the business of teaching, but who 
possess attainments superior to a mere knowledge of reading 
and writing is 4,767, of whom 4,079 are Hndus and 688 are 
Musalmans. Of the Hindus, 3,082, in addition to a knowledge 
of reading and writing, are acquainted with Bengali accounts, 
592 . with H~di accou~ts, 342 with Bengali accounts and 
PersIan, 55 WIth Bengal! accounts and English, and 8 with 
Bengali accounts, Persian, and English. Of the Musalmans, 
192, in addition to a knowledge of reading and writing, are 
acquainted with Bengali accounts, 88 with Persian, 399 with 
Bengali accounts and Persian, and 9 with Bengali accounts 
Persian and English. ' 

There are 5 native Christians who, besides a colloquial 
knowledge of the native vernacular languages, have some 
knowledge of English reading, writing, and accounts. 
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The number of adults who can merely read and write is 
1,700, of whom 1,555 are Hindus and 145 are Musa:1mans. One 
of the Hindus is a woman. 

The number of adults who can merely decipher writing 
or sign their names is 715, of whom 660 are Hindus including 
two women, 53 are Musalmans including three women, and 
two are native Christian women. 

District of Moorshedabad 

In thana Daulatbazar of this district there are no adults 
who have received a learned education and are engaged in the 
business of teachng. 

The number of adults who have received a learned education 
and who are not engaged in the business of teaching is 13 
who are all Hindus. 

cHi 

IV--concld. 

The number of adults who have not received a learned edu
cation and who are engaged in the business of teaching with 
attainments superior to a mere knowledge of reading and 
writing is 25, of whom 23 are Hindu teachers of Bengali 
schools, and 2 are Musalman teachers of Persian schools. 

The number of adUlts who have neither received a learned 
education nor are engaged in the business of teaching, but who 
possess attainments superior to a mere knowledge of reading 
and writing is 555, of whom 501 are Hindus and 54 are 
Musalmans. 

The number of adults who can merely read and write is 614, 
of whom 553 are Hindus including one woman, and 61 are 
Musalmans. 

The number of adults 'who can merely decipher writing or 
sign their names is 565, of whom 474 are Hindus and 91 are 
Musalmans. 
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HISTORY OF SETTLEMENT OF THE ESTATE 
GAR.BERHAMPORE 

Pargana Kulberia, Tauzi No. 579, Murshidabad District, 1902 

1. Name of Estate--Gar.Berhampore. 
2. Area in acres-1408·275. 
3. Govt. Revenue--Rs. 5,779·12·3. 
4. Party admitted to engage-To be kept under direct 

management. 
5. Term of settlement-30 years. 
6. Date from which it takes'effect-1st April 1902. 

Previous history of the Estate 

1. The Settlement proceedings of the Govt. Estate Gar· 
Berhampore. They conveniently be divided into three periods 
of which the first comprised proceedings taken between the 
years 1802 and 1838; the second those taken between 1839 
and 1858 and the third commenced from the 1st of May 1858, 
when the Estate finally came under Khas management and still 
continues to be so. The matter for the first and second period 
is very scanty and correspondence that passed in connection 
with the Settlement proceedings between the Collector of the 
District and the Commissioner of Revenue and the Board of 
Revenue is not for them.· 

The only papers available are a Persian Robokari dated the 
22nd December 1839 embodying the proceedings taken up to 
1838 and a Bengali draft of a Robokari, which seems never to 
have been completed, and which brought down the history of 
the Estate to the year 1855. In the absence of the original 
papers referred to in them it is not possible to give more 
detailed information than what is recorded in them nor is it 
possible to verify every item contained therein by reference 
to any other source of information. 

The first period, 1802-1838. 
2. The Government Estate known as Gar-Berhampore 

bearing the Touji No. 579 of the Murshidabad Collectorate was 
originally a military bazar attached to the Cantonments of 
Berhamporet and was under the control and management of 
the Officer Commanding the Station. The records of the office 
do not supply any information as to when the bazar was first 
established but it seems, like other military bazar to have been 
established with a view to supply the wants of the soldiers 
quartered here shortly after the first formation of the Canton
ments. In the year 1802 the Board of Revenue forwarded to 
the Collector of Murshidabad and Resolution of the Govern· 
ment of India in the military department dated 19th Decem
ber 1802, respecting the managementt of the military bazar 
than those at Fort William, Dinapur, Berhampore & Beneras 
and enquiring at the same time, whether any ground rents 
could not be justly demanded on account of the ground occu
pied by the Bazar and it is from this year that the Bazar Gar
Berhampore or Gorabazar which included Shaheban, Kuli
bazar, Khalasibazar, Shibpur, Sarafgange, Chandnia, Kharija 
Jami and Paltan bazar, came under the direct management of 
the collector of the district. A proposal was shortly after made 
to farm the collections on account of the ground rents on a 
lease of 4 or 5 years and this was sanctioned by Board's letter 
No. 94 dated the 18th December. 1802. It would appear, how
ever, from the correspondence§ marginally noted that instead 
of farming the ground rents of the bazar at once it was retained 
under Khas management and a Tehsildar, a Patwari, one 

mohurrir -and two peons were appointed to collect the rents 
from the tenants. An amin was also deputed at the time to 
measure the lands occupied by the bazar and also for the 
purpose of ascertaining the number of tenants and the rate 
of rent payable by each class of tenants. Doubts having arisen 
with regard to the expedency of farming the rents of the bazar, 
a measure which the Board thought in their letters of the 9th 
December 1803 and the 10th January, 1804 would introduce 
the much objectionable Sayer duties and should also give the 
former an opportunity of buying vexatious and oppressive im
posts from the tenants, the bazar was retained under Khas 
management till 1813. On the 17th September 1813 tJ;le Board 
reconsidering the letters referred to above, authOrized the 
Collector to settle the mehals with Syed.Ahmad for three years, 
viz. from 1813 to 1815 at an annual rent of Rs. 4,373-3as.-lp., 
the collection expenses being paid by the farmer. On expiry of 
this term the mehals again came under Khas management, 
though the circumstances under which this change in the 
management was made cannot be ascertained from the old 
records of the office. Under orders of the Board dated the 4th 
July 1823 the mehals were again farmed out to one Gourchandra 
Das for 3 years, viz. from 1824 to 1826 at an annual Jama of 
Rs. 2,501 exclusive of collection expenses. Before the expiry 
of the term of this lease the Board cancelled it in tbis letter 
dated the 8th June 1824 and the mehals were again placed under 
Khas management and they continued to be till 1835, when the 
Commissioner of Revenue in his letter dated the 20th June 
1835 sanctioned an establishment consisting a Tehsildar, one 
Patwari and one peon at a cost of Rs. 192/- per year; over 
and above that sum Rs. 6/- per year on account of Sada 
Roshnai Of stationery were also allowed. Kali Sankar Singh 
was at the same time appointed amin to survey the Estate. 
The survey and the Jamabandi papers submitted by t~at amin 
were found not to have been prepared in prescribed forms and 
the entries in these papers being also objected to by the tenants 
no new settlement of the mehals was effected ·and the tenants 
continued to hold on at the old rates. Under the orders of the 
Commissioner of Revenue and of the Board dated the 29th 
June and 15th July 1835 respectively the following amins were 
appointed for the purpose of making a new survey of the 
mehals noted against their names: 

1. Shib Chandra Bagchi 
2. Ram Kumar Ghose 
3. Srikrishna Sanyal 
4. Bhagaban Chandra Ghose 
5. Din Dayal Das 
6. Ram Lochan Das 
7. Ram Sundar Ghose 

for Gorabazar 
for Chandnia 
for Shibpur 
for Kulibazar 
for Khalasibazar 
for Sarafgange 
for Kharija Jami 

3. The result of their operations does not appear to have 
been successful for the survey and Jamabandi papers sub
mitted by all the am ins except Ram Kumar Ghose were found 
to be full of errors when tested. A remeasurement of Gora
bazar, Kharija Jami, _Shibpur, Paltanbazar, and Kulibazar 
was accordingly ordered by the Collector on the 17th 
February 1836. Amin Ananda Chandra Choudhuri, two 
mohurrirs and two chainmen were appointed for the purpose for 
one month only at an aggregate pay of Rs. 32/- but the time 
had to be extended by four months. The amin's work was 

* Some valuable correspondence has come to light but is still incomplete-the rest is being gradually traced and i hope 
that all will be found soon if the staff be sanctioned which I have asked for to arrange papers in the Record Room. 

Sd/- HDC-22/3 
t It will be observed that this did not include Cantonments which not placed under the control of the Revenue authorities 

until 1889. Sd/- HDC-22/3 
t It was not exactly placed under the management of the Collector, but the practice by which the Collector collected the 

ground rents was sanctioned with the consent of the military authorities. This did not apply to Cantonments but only to the 
military bazar. Sd/- HDC-22/3 

§ Collector's letter dated 16th Feb. 1803, Board's letter No. 121 dated the 18th Feb., 1803, Collector's letter dated the 
12th March, 1803, Board's letter No. 103 dated the 15th March. 1803. 

civ 
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tested by Collector Mr. Robert Torrens himself and found 
correct. A Robkari with the usual statements and papers was 
forwarded to the Commissioner of Revenue on the 31st August 
1836. Before sanctioning the proposed settlement the Com
missioner of the 14th Division called for explanation upon 
certain points in his letter dated the. 26th May 1838 and expla
nation having been submitted. the Commissioner sanctioned a 
raiyatwan settlement of the mehals in his letter dated the 
9th June 1838. 

4. The standard of measurement was a Katka of four cubits 
equivalent to 6 feet 6 inches, 20 Kathas making a Bigha. 
According to the papers filed by amins Ram Kumar Ghose 
and Ananda Chandra Choudhuri 1,555 B-13 K-6 G. of land 
were included within the limits of the Cantonments and so were 
not assessed. The boundaries of the above lands as given 
in the survey papers of 183"6 prepared by Kali Sankar Singh 
are as follows: 

On the north Kulibazar and Sarafgange, on the south· Gora
bazar and Chandnia, on the east Shaheban and Kharija Jami 
and on the west river Bhagirathi. The entire area of the 

By Amins' paper 

Khas rnehals according to the measurement papers of Ram 
Kumar Ghose and Ananda Chandra Chaudhuri was 1907 B 
-10 K-ll G. against 2.004 B-4 K-9 G. of the previous 
survey by Kali Sankar Singp. whose measurement had been 
found incorrect. Out of this area, however, Babu Pulin Behari 
Sen & others, the Zamindars of Berhampore, claimed 104 B-
15 K---O G. as their land and this land was apparently left 
unassessed. 

5. The Chandnia bastu land was divided into two classes. 
viz .• 1st class and 2nd class and the rates at first fixed for these 
were Rs. 16 and Rs. 6-6-4 per bigha respectively. But consi
dering the circumstances of the tenants and their unwillingness 
to pay rents at the above rates the Collector eventually reduced 
the rates to Rs. 10-10-8 and Rs. 4-4-3 respectively with the 
Commissioner's sanction. 

6. There are a Jalkal' (fishery) jama of Rs. 10-10-8 and the 
proceeds of a ferryghat below Gorabazar amounted to 
Rs. 106-10-8 per annum. 

7. The details about the classifications of soil area, rates of 
rent, assessment &c. are given below:-

By Revised 
assessment 

Different classification of land Class Quality of each Rate 
description of 
land in bigha 

&c. 

2 3 

Shop 1st class 40 5 9t 
Do. 2nd class 4 I 19t 

Suti mehal 1st class 1 16 7 
Kushi 1st class I 12 Itt 
Chandnia 1st class 115 13 2t 

Do. 2nd class 103 2 7 
Do. 3rd class 326 8 1St 

Shaheban Chandnia . 1st class 6 4 0 
Tarkari or vegetable 1st class 20 6 7 
Mulberry . 1st class 74 8 17 
Tali or paddy. 1st class 434 3 91 

Do. 2nd class 220 13 2i-
Do. 3rd class 85 19 0 
Do. 4th class 4 4 4 
Do. 5th class 124 4 9t 

Tank 1st class 6 2 6t 
Nala 1st class 5 4 0 
Bagicha or garden Do. 22 3 91 

Do. 2nd class 4 2 0 
\Vaste land 134 14 7t 
Burial grounds 20 10 10 
Roads 169 0 21 
Ditches 31 14 3t 
Disputed land (left out of assessment) 104 15 0 
Gujar Ghat 0 0 0 
Talkar 0 0 0 

1.970 10 11 

8. The boundaries of the several mehals· were given as follows:-

Names of mehals North South 

I. Chandnia & Gorabazar The lands of Cantonment The lands of 
Shibpur 

per 
bigha 

4 

40 10 8 
32 0 0 
32 0 0 
32 0 0 
16 0 0 
6 6 4 
3 3 2 

10 10 8 
5 5 4 
1 I 1 
1 1 1 
o 14 11 
o 12 5 
o 10 8 
0 8 6 
Tikka 

Do. 
5 5 4 
2.1 0 8 

Rent 

5 

1,918 8 5) 
131 2 

H 58 2 
55 5 

1,850 7 10 
659 8 2 

1,044 9 8 
66 2 4 

108 5 8 
79 6 6 

366 0 10 
206 0 0 

68 8 2 
2 12 2 

66 3 11 
4 12 I 
3 3 2 

118 4 2 
10 10 8 

106 10 8 
10 10 8 

6,935 6 11 

East 

Rate 

6 

A:o per 
amins' 
papers 

10 10 8 
4 4 2 

Rent 

7 

1,849 10 8 

58 2 6 
55 5 1 

1,233 10 7 
439 8 5 

1,044 9 8 
66 2 4 

108 5 8 
79 6 6 

366 0 10 
206 0 0 

68 8 2 
2 12 2 

66 3 II 
4 12 I 
3 3 2 

118 4 2 
10 10 8 

106 10 8 
10 10 8 

5,898 9 11 

West 

mehal The lands of Kharija-Jami The River Bhagirathi 

2. Shibpur Lands of Gorabazar Lands of Zamindari Do. Do. 
3. Kulibazar Kharija-Jami Kharija-Jami 
4. Paltanbazar Gar-Berhampur Gar-Berhampur 
5. Sarafganja Zamindary Do. 

6. Khalasibazar 
Berhampur 

Do. Do. 

* It will be observed that Cantonment is not one of the mehals. 

cv 
N 

Kharija-Jami 
Gar-Berhampur 
Khalasibazar 

]{ harija-] ami 

Kharija-Jami 
Gorabazar 
River Bhagirathi 

Sarafganja 

Sd / - HDC.-22 / 3 
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Khariju Jami and Shaheban are included in all the mehals and 
their boundaries cannot be separately given. 

9. The boundaries of all the 1Hehals are as follows:-
On the north Zamindari Berhampore* 
On the south The lands of Zamindari 
On the East Mauja Choanpur 
On the West The River Bhagirathi. 

10. The am ins in this report stated that 17 B-15 K-
10~ Gas. of lands were claimed by some of the tenants as their 
Laklteraj lands but with the exception of one Ram Chakrabarty 
who filed a petition claiming 7 B-IO K-O, as debattar land 
said to have been granted by General :Meres for the erection 
of a temple to Goddess Kali, none else came forward to claim 
the remaining lands. Ram Chakravarty failed to substantiate 
his claim by the production of any evidence whatever and his 
claim was accordingly rejected. The whole of the Lakheraj 
lands was therefore brought under assessment without any 
further opposition on the part of the tenants. 

11. From the gross rental of the mehals amounting to 
Rs. 5,898-9-'6p., the sum of Rs. 708-13-2p. on account of the 
collection expenses at 12 per cent. was deducted; out of the 
balance Rs. 5,181-11-4p. a further sum of Rs. 779-13as.-7p. on 
account of proprietary allowance at 15 per cent. was deductedt 
and the balance Rs. 4,401-13as.-9p. was the net jama of the 
Estate. It j>eing a Govt. Estate it is not clear why the 
Malikana allowance was deducted from the woss assets of the 
Estate. 

The Second period 1839-1858 

12. The mehals continued to be under Khas management 
till the year 1255 B.S. (corresponding to 1848-9 A.D.) when 
they were again let out in farm for five years to one Dhanabar 
Mukhopadhyay at an annual net jam a of Rs. 4,091/-. But the 
izardar died in 1256 B.S. (corresponding to 1849-50 A.D.) 
and a new farm of the mehals was proposed. No body how
ever was willing to enter into any engagements with Govern
ment and they were again placed under [{has management. 
Balaram Chakravarty was appointed Tehsildar paid on commis
sicn at the rate of 10 per cent. of the collections. In 1257 B.S. 
(corresponding to 1850-51 A.D.) Balaram Chakravarty asked 
for an izarah of the mehals for 10 years. In Commissioner's 
letter dated the 7th September 1850 a lease for 5 years only 
was sanctioned. The 1ands occupied by the Native Hospital 
and the Paltan Bazar (which was about this time transferred 
to the Cantonment authorities, the precise date of the transfer 
being unknown) were excluded from that lease. It appears that 
the. gro:;;s rentals of the mehals were then Rs. 5,454-10as.-10p. 
WhICh mcluded the proceeds of the ferry ghat amounting to 
Rs. 125/-. From the gross rentals, Rs. 1,363-IOas.-8ip. was 
deducted on account of the collection expenses at 25 per cent. 
A further sum of Rs. 197-15as.-2p. was deducted from the 
hastabud jama on account of the rents of Paltan Bazar and the 
Native hospital which were not included in the lease to Balaram 
Chakravarty. The balance Rs. 3,893-0-II!p. (in the lease 
however this sum was mentioned to be Rs. 3,893-0as-IOp.) 
was the net annual jama payable by Balaram Chaltravarty 
who was at the same time required to deposit Rs. 1,500/- as 
security for the due performance of the terms of his engage
ment. In August 1853 the Officer Commanding the Station 
wanted to inclUde a Plot of ground lying to the last of the big 
tank called Laldighi.-measuring 55 Bs.-ll C-I91 Gas., and 
bearing an annual jama of Rs. 177-14as.-6p. within the Canton
ments.~ On this proposal being reported ta the Commissioner 
oj Revenue he sanctioned it in his letter dated the 27th 
February 1854. The sum of Rs. 177-14as.-2p. was struck off 
the hastabud jama of the mehals and a sum of Rs. 133-6a3.-IOp. 
was remitted from the Revenue payable by Balaram Chakra
varty. This had the effect of reducing the amount payable 
by the izardar to Rs, 3,759-IOas. 

13. The lease of Balaram Chakravarty expired in 12?1 B.S. 
(corresponding to 1854-55 A.D.) and a new lease was glVen to 
him at an annual jama of Rs. 3,759-IOas. for the years 
1262 B.S. and 1263 B.S. (corresponding to 1855-56 and 1856-
57 A.D.). On the expiry of the above lease the rent of the 
Guzar ghat (Ferry ghat) below Gorabazar which .was for~erly 
fixed at Rs. 125/- was raised to Rs. 362/-, the hlghest bId ~or 
it. The collection expenses at the rate of 25 per cent. whIch 
amounted to Rs. 59-4-0 were deducted from the above amount 
and the net sum of Rs. 177 -12as. was added to the former 
jama. On the application of Balayam Chakravarty the iza~ah 
was renewed to him for one year, VIZ., 1264 B.S. (correspond~ng 
to 1857-58 A.D.) at a jama of Rs. 3,937-6as. Dunng the penod 
noticed above no amins had been employed to survey the [(has 
meTtals but after enquiries made by the Collector himself the 
Settlement Officer remarked ~s follows:-

(I) The lands of the mehals were then found to be neither 
too high nor too low, but fertile. They were divided 
into Bastu. Udbastu J[athan and Bagicha lands. 

(2) There were no Lakheraj lands in the mehals. 

(3) About 231 B.-l0 K. vf land were found to be un
cultivable waste and they had accordingly been ex
cluded from the Jamabandi. 

(4) The rates prevailing in the neighbo.uring bazars, viz., 
Berhampur & Khagra were not recorded in the former 
settlement proceedings but in 1836 the Collector, 
Mr. Torrens, had fixed the rates payable by the 
tenants of the Khas nzehals with due regard to the 
productive powers of the soil and the condition of the 
tenants. 

14. The following tables give the requisite details:

( 1) Chandnia Bazar 

Description of lands 

Sbops 1st class 
Shops 2nd class 
Chandnia 1 st class 
Chandnia 2nd class 

Rate per bigha 
Rs. A. P. 

Shops 
Gala 
1st class Chandnia 
2nd class Chandnia 
Bagicha 

Shops 1st class 
Shops 2nd class 
I st class Chandnia 
2nd class Chandnia 
Bagicha 

Bazar Chandnia 
Tati Mehal 
Chandnia 1st class 
Chandnia 2nd class 
BagicTta 

Bazar Chandnia 
Tati Mehal 
Chandnia 1st class 
Chandnia 2nd class 
Bagicha 

(2) Shibpur 

(3) Gorabazar 

(4) Sharafgange 

(5) Khulasibazar 

42 10 
32 0 
10 10 
4 4 

42 to 
32 0 
10 10 

4 4 
5 5 

42 10 
32 0 
10 10 

4 4 
5 5 

42 10 
32 0 
10 10 

4 4-
5 5 

42 10 
32 0 
10 8 

4- 4 
5 5 

8 
0 
8 
.3 

8 
0 
8 
3 
4 

8 
0 
8 
3 
4 

8 
0 
8 
3 
4 

8 
0 
0 
3 
4 

Sd/- HDC-22/3 
the' correspondence 

.. It shonld be Zamindari Berhampore and Cantonments as is clear from the districts given in para. 
t This was probably compensation granted to some proprietors whose land had been taken, part of 

about this has already been traced. 
t This had been originally in Cantonments but had been taken possession of by the Collector when 

were transferred-I hope to trace the whole correspondence. 

cvi 

Sd/- HDC-22/3 
most of the troops 

Sd/- HDC-22j3 
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Description of lands 
(6) Kulibazar 

Bazar Chandnia 
Chandnia 1st class 
Chandnia 2nd class 
Garden 

(7) Shaheban 

Shaheban Chandnia 
Chandnia 1st class 
Chandnia 2nd class 
Tarkari or vegetable land 
Arhar 
Jut or mulberry 
Bamboo & garden 
Kalai 
Barley or mustard 
Pagar or (ditch) dlmzni 
Agricultural or [{he tan 

Rate per bigha 

Rs. A. P. 
42 10 8 
10 10 8 
4 4 2 
5 5 4 

3 3 2 
10 10 8 
4 4 3 
5 5 4 
I I I 
I I 0 
2 10 8 
2 10 8 
0 12 I 
0 8 6 
0 12 I 

15. No tenants of the IOtas mehals claimed any mourasi or 
istemurari rights. They had only rights of occupancy on 
payment of fair and equit,ilble rates of rent as fixed above. 
None of the lands were cultivated in Bhagjote. 

THIRD PERIOD 

From 1858 

16. On the expiry of the lease of Balaram Chakravarty 
in May 1858 the Estate finally came under direct management 
and it is still so. 

17. In 1868 the Mehals Gorabazar, Chandnia, Sibpur, 
Shaheban, Kulibazar, [{harija Jami and Sarafganja wer? ~ur
veyed by amin Kailash Chandra Biswas. In the survey only 
chittas & jamabandis were prepared but no maps. The table 
below will show the results of this survey:-

Lands included in the Lands excluded from 
Name of Mauja jamabandi J amabandi & considered Total area Hastabud Jama 

to be Khas-hham!!r 

B. K. G. B. K. G. 

Gorabazar 56 3 13t 26 6 

Chandnia 11 o 13t II 7 

40 5 81 8 4 Shibpur 

Shaheban 276 12 8 73 17 

Kulibazar 18 16 101 3 16 

Kharija Jami 

Sarafganja 

887 17 10! 293 13 

3 10 3t 6 

1,294 6 8t 418 1 I 

18. It will appear from the above table that Khalasibazar 
and Paltanbazar were excluded from the jamabandi of 1868. 
The transfer of Paltanbazar has already been noticed in para 
12 of the report. With regard to Khalasibazar the precise 
date of its exclusion from the [(has mehals and its 
subsequent inclusion in the Cantonment cannot be ascertained. 
The amount Rs. 5,687-13-5 represents the sum that would 
have to be paid by the tenants if they had agreed to pay 
according to the rates fixed by the Deputy Collector in charge 
of the [{has 'mehals ; but the raiyats refusing to pay the full 
amount demandable from them, a compromise was effected 
by reducing the jama by a small sum in every case and the 
net revllnue derived from the mehals appears to have been 
Rs. 3,216-3-6 up to 1871 when a revised settlement was 
effected by Deputy Collector Babu Hari Charan Ghose. By 
the new settlement the net jama of the mehals was raised 
to Rs. 4,002-11-9, the net increase being Rs. 786-8-3. The 
settlement proceedings held before 1873 were not embodied in 
a report nor were they reported for sanction of the Board of 
Revenue (vide this office letter no 1257G dated the 11th 
February 1879). But the new jama fixed in 1871 was sanc
tioned by the Rajshahi Commissioner in his memo No. 21 
dated the 12. 4. 71. Only 23 tenants paying a total rental 
of Rs. 363-1-3 refused at £rst to accept the new rentals 
amounting to Rs. 380-9-6 and this office No. 62G dated the 
4. 4. 77 tends to show that while some of these 23 holdings 
had been abandoned the rest at last agreed to pay new rents. 
So this had the effect of increasing the gross rental to 
Rs. 4,020-3-11 [Rs. 4,002-11-9+ (Rs. 380-9-6-Rs. 363-1-3)J. 

19. In October 1872 certain lands of the mehals Sharaf
ganja, Shaheban and Khalasibazar, which had previously 
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11 

11 

6 

61 

16t 

16 
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B. K. G. Rs. As. P. 

82 10 4 1,762 8 0 

22 8 61 229 12 II 

48 9 lOt 664 3 

350 9 91 1,008 3 3 

22 12 161 155 10 3 

1,181 10 171 1,809 12 0 

4 17 0 57 12 9 

1,712 18 4i 5,687 13 3 

belonged to the Cantonments, were made over to the Revenue 
authorities. They were settled at -Rs. 872-3-2 (vide this office 
letter No. 1535G- dated the 28-2-77) and so the total revenue 
of the [{has mehals was raised from Rs. 4,020-3-11 to 
Rs. 4,892-7-1. 

20. A detailed report about the settlement proceedings up 
to the date of submission of the report was submitted to the 
Board of Revenue through the Commissioner in this office letter 
No. 897G dated 23. 10. 78. In the statement enclosed with 
this office No. 1317G dated 28. 2. 79 the term of the settlement 
then proposed was put down as up to 1904 but the following 
note was appended, "If a new Settlement be undertaken then 
the term recommended is 1904. If the report submitted be 
considered as a history of past settlement proceedings then the 
settlements were made for no fixed periods and it rests with 
the Board of Revenue to sanction them or not." An estimate 
of proposed new survey and settlement was also submitted in 
the office No. 1257G dated 11-2-79. But no final orders on these 
proposals and suggestions can be traced out in the old corres
pondence which is in this office. But the facts are that no new 
survey and settlement were made and the settlement or rather 
settlements which were reported in this office No. 897G dated 
23-10-78 had no terms fixed for them. In that letter the total 
demand then was reported to be Rs. 5,027-3-8 but changes have 
since occurred in it on account of mutations, settlements of 
waste lands and relinquishment of holdings. 

Present survey and Settlement operations 

21. It appears that the survey and settlement operations 
were begun in 1893, the cost being at first met from the Khas 
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mehal grant with a view to prepare a revised rent-roll. The 
Estate comprises 11 mouzas according to the tahsil papers, 
which make up almost the whole of plans Nos. 18 & 19 of the 
Revenue survey of M. C. Mulberia. There are small portions 
of the Estate measured in mouzas Panchanantala and Habli 
Choanpur. The names of mouzas belonging to the Estate under 
settlement as given in the mouzawar register and according 
to the tehsil papers are given below:-

No. of Plan Names of mouzus 
as per mouzawar 

Register 

18 1. Barrack line 
2. Paltanbazar } 
3. Shaheban 
4. Khalasibazar 

5. Sarafganja 

19 1. Gorabazar 
2. Chandnia 
3. Shibpur 
4. Basa t Shaheban 

5. Kulibazar 

Names of mouzas 
according to 
tehsil papers 

Remarks 

{ 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

Cantonment 
[(harija 
Shaheban 
Khalasi bazar 
Sarafganja 
[(harija 
Sharafgan ja 

Gorabazar 
Chandnia 
Shibpur • 
Shaheban-Part of Sha-

heban is in 
Panchanan
tala 

[(harija Jami-
Parts of 
[(harija 
Jami lies 
in Pancha
nantala & 
Habli 
Choanpur 

6. Kulibazar-

It is impossible to trace out the way in which the names of 
the mouzas changed. 

22. The survey was completed in October 1894. It took 
about 3 months to test the amin's work and about 6 months 
more to complete the record writing. The attestations of some 
of the mouzas was taken up in April 1895 and it continued till 
December 1896. During the continuance of attestation work 
some 200 petitions of objections were filed by the tenants and 
during enquiries into these petitions it was found that re
measurement of the six mouzas* covered Revenue survey map 
No. 19 (Gorabazar) necessary. With the sanction received in 
Commissioner's No. 163 R.R. dated the 15. 1. 97 the re
measurement was made and the measurement papers were 
submitted by the amins at the end of December 1897. The 
remeasurement was found correct on testing and Khatians 
and Jamabandies were prepared after sanction of the estimated 
cost was received in Commissioner's No. 10 R. R. dated the 
20th April, 1898. 

23. The area according to the present survey is 4,267 Bighas 
9 Kathas and 17 gandas against 3,127B. 4K. 3iG. of the 
previous survey. In none of the previous surveys maps were 
prepared. Besides the whole of rnouza Cantonment was omitted 
in the last survey.t 

24. Instructions were solicited in this office No. 938G dated 
the 3rd September 1898 as to the powers of the Collector to 
enhance the rents of the tenants of this Estate which consists 
~ainly of non-agricultural homestead lands. The Board's 
mstructions on the point were received with Commissioner's 
memo No. 134 R. R. dated the 617th December 1898. 

25. The settlement of the Estate was then in charge of 
DeI?uty Collector Babu Kedar Nath Banerjee, who having 
numerous departments in his charge, had very little time to 

devote to the settlement of this Estate. It was placed in 
independent charge of the settlement department in February 
1901 and got the Collector's order to take up this case after the 
close of the year 1900-01. On the 18th March 1901 the 
Commissioner inspected the settlement office and called for 
report on certain points. The report was submitted to the 
Commissioner in this office No. 354 G dated the lOth May 1901. 
General notices were published inviting the tenants to appear 
before me at the Tehsil cutchery where new rents might be 
settled. Some of the tenants did not appear. The New 
Jamabandi was published at the Tehsil cutchery from the 16th 
September 1901 to the 18th September 1901 and special 
notices, with which extracts from the new Jamabanlj,i 
were annexed, were served on all 'the tenants who did 
not appear to accept the new Jamabandi or appeared but 
refused to accept the new rentals fixed. When the vanous 
statements were begun to be compiled to be submitted with the 
final report various defects in the Khatians and Jamaband'is 
came to light. The settlement proceedings have been pending 
for a long time and numerous Khaspatit plots have in-the mean
time been settled by the Khas mehal authorities but no 
intimation was sent to the settlement office. So numerous 
corrections in the Chittas and Khatians and additions to the 
Jainabandis became necessary. 

Physical description 

26. The Estate consists mostly of non-agricultural lands as 
it forms part of the municipal town of Berhampore. The town 
itself is a long narrow area, running north to south and roughly 
speaking the southern portion of the town makes up the 
Government Estate. It lies on the east bank of the river 
Bhagirathi and the general level of the land slopes away from 
the river. There are water-logged areas called bhils to the 
east of the Estate. The little agricultural land that lies on the 
east of the Estate is sandy alluvial soils. 

Irrigation and embankment 

27. No irrigation is resorted to even in the portion where 
land is used for agricultural purposes. The entire town of 
Berhampur is protected by the Bhagirathi embankment. 

General crop and agricultural notes 

28. As the Estate consists mainly of non-agricultural lands 
any remarks are hardly necessary under this beading. As 
regards the cultivated portion the following crops are usually 
raised :-Winter paddy, bhadoi paddy, linseed, gram and 
barley. 

Village History 

29. The Estate is the property of Government. It has been 
mentioned above that there was a military station here and 
the Khas mehal was at first inhabited mostly by petty shop
keepers and traders who had settled down mainly with the 
object of supplying the wants of the European regiments 
quartered here. On account of the removal of the military 
station from here the demand for shop sites is surely not so 
large as it used to be before. In fact, most of tbe old shops 
have decayed now. But the demand for building sites has 
increased considerably since the last settlement on account of 
increase of population. Dwelling houses now fetch for higher 
rents than before. The Azimganj-Nalhati railway, opened 
since the last settlement, has helped towards raising the value 
of house property. In the last settlement report it was stated 
that respectable people had begun to settle themselves in 
Gorabazar and when the number of such inhabitants increased 
the rents of homestead lands, it was hoped, might be enhanced. 
Berhampur, it must be admitted; is not in quite a flourishing 
condition, but it is hoped that a great impetus will be given 
to its growth when the sanctioned railway line connecting it 
with Calcutta via Ranaghat is opened. 

* 1. Gorabazar, 2. Chadnia, 3. Sibpur, 4. Sabeban, 5 Kharij jami, 6. Kulibazar. 
t Cantonments were only made over to the Government of Bengal in 1889 and have never come under Settlement before. 
t Viz. the Compiler-A. M. Sd/- HDC.-22/3 

cviii 
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Rents and Government Revenue 

30. The question of enhancement of rents was, it seems, 
always found to be surrounded with difficulties. In the last 
settlement report (letter No. 897G dated 23rd October 1878) 
it was stated as follows:-

"The 1868 measurement was followed by a slight enhance
ment but efforts in this direction have, as already shown, been 
neither vigorous nor successful." The tenants had been 
allowed to hold on at the rates fixed originally by Mr. Torrens 
and latterly according to those fixed by Deputy Collector Babu 
Taraprasad Chatterjee in 1868. The following table will give 
the rates of rent fixed at the various settlements:-

Class of soil Rate per bigha at previous 
settlements 

-----., 
Year 1835 Year 1858 Year 1868 
Rs. as p. Rs. as. p. Rs. as. p. 

Aul Dokan (Chandnia) ,. {40 0 0 42 10 8 42 10 8 
1st class shop . . 42 10 8 

Doem Dokan (Chandnia) 
2nd class shop 30 0 0 32 0 0 32 0 0 

Tati Mahal eo 0 0 
32 0 0 

Fuel, fodder, bamboo 
depot 32 0 0 32 0 0 

Tailor shop, houses of 
potters and prostitutes 32 0 0 

Aul Chandnia (bastu) { 15 0 0 10 10 8 20 0 0 
homestead 1st class .. 10 10 8 

Doem Do. (Do.) Do. { 6 0 0 4 4 3 10 0 0 
2nd class .. 4 4 3 

Shaheban Chandnia (Eu-' 
rope an quarters) and 
homestead 3rd class 3 3 2 3 3 2 

Garden 1st class { 5 0 0 5 5 4 5 5 4 
5 5 4 

Flower garden 5 5 4 
Garden 2nd class { 4 4 3 4 4 3 

2 0 0 
Do. 3rd class 2 0 0 

Bamboo . groves 5 5 4 5 5 4 
Mulberry 

1st class 1 1 1 2 0 0 
2nd class 0 12 0 1 8 0 

Aul Bhusan (Khetan) 
1st class 

Doem Do. (Do) 
2nd class 0 14 11 0 14 11 {g 14 6 

12 9 
8 6 

Doem Do. (Do.) 
3rd class o 12 10 o 12 10 {g 12 0 

Chaharam 
8 6 

Do. (Do.) 
4th class 0 10 8 

Pancham Do. (Do.) 
5th class 0 8 6 

Pit or hole {g 4 0 0 12 9 

Lack 
8 6 

Patit (culturable 
waste) 0 8 6 

Tank Lump Jama 

31. At the time of the settlement of 1868 the rates of all 
cla~ses of bastu (homestead) land were enhanced about 100% 
whIle the rates for some other classes of land were also 
enhanced though not to the same extent. But from the 
~ema~ds of the holdings worked out from those rates deduc
tions In some cases exceeding even half the amounts were 
made before the consent of the parties could be secured. The 
r~asons why the rates had thus been enhanced were thus 
gIVen in para 14-subpara (7) of the last settlement report:-

cix 

"These (rates) are however much less than those prevailing in 
the Zamindari of Berhampur, belonging to the Sen family of 
Berhampur and which is most contiguous to the lands of the 
Khas mehals. There the rates for bastu or homestead lands 
vary from Rs. 20/- to 300/- per bigha and those for udbastu 
vary from Rs. 15/- to 20/- per bigha while I find garden 
lands paying rent from Rs. 6/- to 7/- per bigha, and agri
cultural land paying rent from Rs. 1-4-0 to 2/-. The rates 
prevailing in the Khagrabazar are still higher. The reason 
of this difference between the rates prevailing in the other 
localities is that the latter are situated in the heart of the 
town where the lands are much in demand and the rates 
fixed by competition whereas the lands of the Khas mehals 
are away from the heart of the town inhabited mostly by petty 
shopkeepers and traders." 

32. In the present settlement the rates have not been in
creased but the rates of the last settlement have been adopted. 
The jama of each holding was calculated on those rates. Of 
course the classification of the soil has been revised. This 
resulted in enormous enhancement in most cases, as might 
be expected, for in the last settlement, in numerous cases 
reductions were made from the jamas calculated on rates. 
The majority of the tenants refused to accept the rents 
assumed to be fair on the basis of rates. As mentioned above 
reference was made to the Board of Revenue about the legality 
of enhancements claimed and the instructions given by the 
Board of Revenue in their No. 585A dated the 6. 11. 98 
copy received with Commissioner's No. 134R.R. dated the 
6. 12. 98 as regards the non-agricultural portion of the Khas 
mehal were to this effect: -"If the lands are not agricultural 
settlement can, it is said, be made in accordance with Reg. VII 
of 1822, S.-14, but the Board have not hitherto taken up 
this position. The leading case is the settlement of the 
Cuttack town lands, and the Board have accepted the posi
tion taken in para 5 of the final report of that settlement vide 
letter No. 1905 dated the 23-7-97 from the Director of Land 
Records which is that the rent payable is fixed by agreement, 
and there being no statutory rules to regulate the limit to, 
or reason for enhancement or reduct jon , the ordinary prin
ciples of fairness and equity are the only guide. 

33. "The position was again taken up in Board's order No. 
193A dated the 4th May 1898 to the Director of Land Records 
in regard to the town lands of Chittagung where it was said 
that the principles for settlement of a town area wholly non
agricultural area, that such an assessment should be regulated 
by (1) case law as regards leases and local circumstances, (2) the 
contract act and (3) the transfer of property act. The procedure 
in such cases is for the Collector to fix the rent, and if it is 
not accepted, to sue the tenant for ejection, as was done in 
the Midnapur case referred to in para 6 of the Collector's 
letter. It appears from the Collector's letters that agricultural 
lands and non-agricultural lands are mixed up in the villages 
under settlement. A case of this sort is referred to in the 
Board's letter No. 477 dated the 4-4-93 regarding town lands 
in Behar and there appears to be no objection to settling 
villages, which are partly agricultural and partly not so, under 
the Bengal Tenancy Act so far it applies and otherwise when 
the lands are non-agricultural." 

34. In accordance with the principles laid down by the 
Board we can reasonably demand enhancements in most cases. 
In fact before the Board's instructions were solicited some of 
the tenants had already agreed to enhancement. But some 
denied the powers of the Collector to make any enhancement 
whatever while some again refused to accept, as fair, the jamas 
calculated on rates as that led to great enhancements. The 
higher rates prevailing in the portions of the town belonging 
to private proprietors have already been referred to. It may 
be mentioned here, however, that the private Zamindars are 
not known to have increased their rents but it seems their 
rents are as high as can be legitimately demanded. The in
crease in the value of house property has already been dealt 
with under the heading "village history" so Collector 
Mr. Webstes ordered that in no case would enhancement exceed 
50 per cent. except for increase in area. In this office No. 354G 
dated the 10-5-01 it was further reported that deductions were 
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being allowed even in cases where the enhancement calculated 
on rates worked out to 50 per cent. or less and that the maxi
mum limit of 50 per cent. was being reached in rare cases. 
As regards agricultural land the area being small and no 
higher rent than at the rate of 2 annas in the rupee, it being 
thought necessary to claim, where enhancement was possible, 
it was reported that the settlement operations of such area 
might not be brought under the provisions of the Tenancy 
Act. These proposals were approved by the Commissioner in 
his No. 768R.G. dated 8/10-6-01. 

35. By fixing rents of the tenants who have not accepted 
the new jamas when instructions were solicited in this office 
No. 938G dated the 3-9-98 on the principles reported in this 
office No. 354G dated the 10-5-01, acceptance by a large 
number of those tenants, of the new rentals was secured. But 
still some either refused to accept the new jamas or failed 

* Viz. the Compiler-A.M. 

ex 

to appear when their rents were fued. though proper notice 
had been given. A list of these tenants, numbering 150, the 
total number of-tenants of the Government Estate being 798. 
has been submitted to the Collector so that ejectment suits 
might be brought against some of them as test cases. 

36. The gross rentals. as at present settled. amount to 
Rs. 5.779-12as.-3p. against Rs. 5,078-9as.-6p. which is the 
total of exist~ng rents. So the total enhancement comes to 13·8 
per cent. which must be considered as moderate enhancement. 
In the present condition of the town further enhancement 
would, have caused, 1* think. hardship to the tenants for whom 
Government as Zemindars have done nothing. I*hope that for 
the next four or five years at least the increase in our rental, 
will be devoted to improvements in the drainage which is 
very defective. The municipality are paying for a detailed 
survey. 
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HISTORY OF THE MOUTH OF THE 
BHAGIRATHI RIVER-1781-1925 

Extract from "Selections from the 
Records of the Government of Bengal relating 

to Nadia Rivers (from 1848 to 1926)" 

Early history of the Bhagirathi-The probable ~ate .when 
the main Ganges forsook its course along the Bhaglrathl and 
developed along the present alignment of the Padma ~s sta~e<l 
to be the 15th century or early part of 16th century III MaJor 
Hirst's report of 1915 and Nadia Rivers Committee's report 
of 1919, and the main reason given is the deterioration about 
this time of the rivers Saraswati, J amuna and Adi Ganga 
It is very probable that the Padma had been in existence ior 
many centuries before this date and that it had been 
gradually developing during all this time. It would not be 
correct to assume that the deterioration of the Bhagirathi or 
its spill channels in the 15th century meant the sudden deve
lopment of a big river like the Padma about that time. ~t 
is, however, quite possible for the spill channels of the Bhagl
rathi, which itself was already in a bad condition, to deterio
rate seriously within a short time without affecting very much 
the main Ganges or Padma. The Bhagirathi must have been 
more or less in the same condition 400 years back as now and 
this is borne out by the fact that Tavernier in 1666 recorded 
that the entrance of the Bhagirathi was closed by a sand bank 
in January. It is recorded in history that Gaur,. the ancient· 
Hindu capital, was built on the sacred Ganges which was also 
called the Bhagira thi in those days. 

Off takes of the Bhagirathi since 1781-In 1781 Major Rennell 
in his memoir on Hindustan says that the entrance of the 
Bhagirathi was near village Sooty and found the river almost 
dry from October to May. From his map it is seen that the 
entrance was about 5 miles east of Sooty which village is 
close to Kaliganj. This entrance corresponds roughly with the 
present Kaliganj entrance except that the Ganges is much 
nearer Sooty than in 1781. Before describing the changes in the 
off takes in detail. it is necessary to explain briefly the changes 
in the Ganges near the off takes. In Rennell's map the Ganges 
is a straight course from Rajmehal to Faracca with a long flat 
loop from Faracca to the entrance of the Bhagirathi near 
Sooty. In May's (Superintendent of Nadia Rivers) map of 
1825, this loop is seen as having elongated very much. In 
1847-48 map two loops are seen both extending .more than 
8 miles on the left bank between Rajmehal and entrance of 
the Bhagirathi river. In the map of 1859 these two loops are 
shown in the same position; in 1866-67 Dearah survey map 
of the Ganges, these two loops are seen as having flattened 
out and formed into 3 smaller loops. In 1905-06, the two 
lower loops are seen as having flattened out considerably and 
connected together near Kaliganj. The three ends of these two 
loops encroached on the right bank and gradually developed 
the three important entrances of the Bhagirathi, viz., Faracca, 
Kaliganj and Bishwanathpur. 

The three entrances are on a loop channel of the Ganges 
originating at Faracca and known as the Faracca channel. 
From Rennell's map it is seen that the Gomani and Singhia 
rivers rising from the Sonthal Pergannah hills and combining 
into one river near Bamungram flowed into the Ganges above 
Sooty. And the Bagmari river, rising from the same hills, 
had its outfall into the Bhagirathi at Sooty. As the Ganges 
shifted towards the right bank, the lower portion of the com
bined Gomani and Singhia rivers was absorbed and the upper 
portion joined with the Bagmari river near Shamserganj 
(Dhulian) and became ultimately the upper Faracca channeL 

In 17.96 according to Colonel Colebrooke, the Bhagirathi had 
conn~ction with the Ganges ~n the dry season and there was 
suffiCient depth of water at the head. 

1822-Before 1822 the entrance of the Bhagirathi is said 
to have been closed for many years in the dry season. In 
1822 the entrance was about 8 miles east of Faracca. 

1823-In _December 1823 after the big flood of the year 
the head shIfted about half a mile to the east of its position. 
A dredging machine was brought in the beginning of the year 
but could not successfully work on account of shallowness of 
water in the channeL 

exi 

1824-25-After the rains of 1824 the head was found to 
have shifted 5 miles to the west. The entrance was open to 
the direct current of the Ganges and worked so well that the 
breadth rapidly enlarged from 250 feet to half a mile. Across 
the entrance there was a depth of 22 feet in January 1825 
and a minimum depth of 3 feet was maintained throughout 
the dry season from the Ganges to Nadia. A dredger and 
bandals were used successfully in removing shoals. 

1825-26-The favourable condition of the head did not last 
long as the Ganges changed its course and instead of flowing 
in a'loop below Tarrah, made a straight cut across the Bhagi
rathi from Kankjole _to Tartipur. The old entrance and the 
channel were completely closed with sand, and the winding 
channel flowing by choka opened with the entrance 8 miles 
to the south-east of its previous entrance. The river was 
unnavigable as early as November and it closed at the begin
nin$ of March 1826. May found a bank of hard clay extending 
across the entrance which he removed at a cost of Rs. 2,500. 

1826-27-In spite of the cut made in the previous year, 
the entrance widened and became shallow. After the rains 
of 1826 the clay bar extended far below the entrance and the 
river became impassable except by small boats before the end 
of December. 

1827-28--The bar continued to extend down-stream throw
ing the stream of the Ganges away from the entrance. 

1828-29-During the rains of 1828 the entrance shifted a 
mile further down-stream to the south-east with the prolonga
tion of the clay bar. The depth of water was only 11 feet 
by February 1829. 

1829-31-After the floods of 1829 a change at the head took 
place resulting in the shifting down-stream of the entrance by 
3i miles and reopening of the old channel of 1822. Owing 
to the sandy soil, shoals began to develop for some miles 
below the head and by January 1830, the river was unnavig
able. It is recorded that even in November 1830, there were 
23 shoals from the entrance to Nadia with little more than 
2 feet of water. During the five years from 1826-27 to 1830-31 
the river was never navigable throughout the dry season. 

1831-35-In 1831-32 the river was in a slightly better 
condition owing to certain shoals having been cleared by the 
floods from Rajmehal hills in the early part of 1831. In the 
following year the entrance was not in a favourable condition 
but there was sufficient flow of water from the Ganges to 
clear away many shoals by means of bandals and the river 
was kept open till the beginning of March in 1833 and also 
in 1834. The river continued more or less in the same condi
tion till 1835. 

1836-39-A great change took place in the course of the 
Ganges during the floods of 1836, the main current after 
striking against the hard bank of Dobra began to flow in a 
south-westwardly direction directly into the entrance. This 
favourable condition lasted for two seasons. No bandalling 
was done for 2 years 1835-37. After the floods of 1837 three 
entrances appeared with 2! ft., 6 ft. and 3! ft. of water. 
May selected the first entrance which had a bed of stiff clay 
through which a channel 18 ft. wide and 31 ft. deep was cut, 
which was rapidly enlarged by current to a width of 250 ft. 
and depth of 10 ft. The river was kept navigable by boats 
drawing 3 feet of water throughout the year by erection of 
bandals till 1839-40. During 1839-40 the river was more 
navigable than in the two previous years. 

1840-47-In 1840-41 three entrances opened further down
stream. Captain Smythe who succeeded May in August 1840 
carried on the bandalling operations for the next 7 years. The 
river was kept navigable in 1840-41 for large boats through
out the dry season and in 1841-42 for boats of 2! feet draught. 
In 1842-43 the river was in worse condition than in the previous 
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5 years. Next year with great difficulty a passage was main
tained throughout the season and the river was kept navigable 
for the whole year till 1845-46. In 1846-47 the entrance 
shoaled up and closed in February 1847. 

1847·48-According to Major Lang, who succeeded Captain 
Smythe in 1847 the right bank of the Ganges ran from opposite 
Tartipur. In May of that year, a cut was made by Captain 
Smythe from the Ganges to the bend of the Bhagirathi which 
had approached the Ganges within 1,500 feet. This channel 
rendered the Bhagirathi navigable throughout the year of 
1847-48. 

1848·52-The current of the Ganges along the right bank 
was attacking the left bank of the Bhagirathi at the entrance 
which gradually moved down in 1852. 

1852·53--It is recorded that up to 1872-73 the flood of 
1851 in the Bhagirathi was the lowest The main current of 
the Ganges after being deflected from the left bank near Tarti
pur was flowing past the entrance of the Bhagirathi, which 
was facing down-stream. Owing to the formation of a pro
jecting bar on the up-stream side of the entrance, the stream 
of the Ganges was deflected away from the entrance about a 
mile above it. Owing to this unfavourable position the entrance 
closed as early as November 1852. 

1853·57-The entrance was more or less in the same position 
for several years since 1853. It closed in 1853 by the middle 
of December, in 1854 there was only l' 6" of water in March. 
In 1855 to 1857 the entrance got worse and closed for empty 
boats by middle of December. In 1858-59 the river was open 
during the dry season. 

1859-62-The entrance was in the same position during these 
years. In 1859-60 though an effort was made to keep open 
the entrance by harrows and rakes drawn by steam power in 
addition to bandals, it closed. The entrance was also bad 
next year and closed by the third week of November 1860. In 
the following year again it closed on the 1st December 1861. 

1862-63-The main current of the Gapges was cutting the 
right bank since 1852 and in this year the projecting nose of 
1852 was cut away and the entrance was shifted half a 
mile down. 

According to Wickes, the river was in a better state than 
in previous years since 1832 and open for traffic during the 
dry season. There was 2' 3" depth of water at the entrance. 

1862-64--Major Lang's survey map of 1853 shows that the 
Ganges had a big loop extending towards Dobra and Sibganj 
between Shamserganj (Dhulian) and Sooty. This loop has 
been moving down as seen from the Revenue Map of 1866-67. 
In 1863-64 a survey was made of the Ganges from Dhulian to 
Narayanpur showing the Bhagirathi entrance, which cannot 
be reconciled with the maps of 1853 and 1866-67 unless it is 
presumed that the Ganges shown in map of 1863-64 represents 
a loop of the Ganges and not the main Ganges. That this 
presumption is correct is proved by the existence of villages 
viz., Babupur, Lakhipur, Pankha and Narayanpur on the left 
bank of the loop channel, whereas these villages are shown 
on the right bank of the main Ganges in 1866-67 and also 
by the existence of a narrow channel from Baboopur to Surju
narayanpur of 1866-67. The entrance of the Bhagirathi which 
,,-,as fed by the above l~op chan?el was still near Sooty. The 
rIver was kept open wIth a WIdth of channel varying from 
40 to 50 feet and a minimum depth of 2' 6" at the entrance. 

~864-66- The entrance in 1864-65 improved considerably 
thIS year. The channel was 50 feet wide with 4 feet depth 
of water and a good current. In the next year the channel 
maintained same width but with 2t feet depth of water. 

1866-68--The Dearah survey map of the Ganges shows the 
Ganges and the position of the entrances of 1866-67 on com
parison of this with the maps of the Ganges of 1847-48 and 
1852-53. It will be seen that the big loop of the Ganges just 
above Sooty was moving down and in 1866-1867 the apex of 
the loop was almost opposite Sooty, increasing the distance 
?f the Bhagirathi from the main Ganges. The result was that 
10 that year an arm of the Ganges opened with its new entrance 
at ]oyrampur and Ganges water flowed along this loop (which 
was probably a portion of Old Bagmari channel) and passed 
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out near Surjunarayanpur about 5 miles below Geria. The 
Bhagirathi was fed near Chapghitti below Sooty from this 
loop of the Ganges. It is recorded that in the flood season 
about 40,000 to 50,000 cusecs of water were passing down 
this loop. It is this loop which later on formed a portion of 
the present Faracca channel and the Joyrampur entrance 
corresponds more or less with the present Kaliganj entrance. 
A channel with a minimum depth of 3 feet and width of 40 
to 50 feet was maintained during the dry season. The flood 
of 1867 was unusually high and the entrance was in the same 
condition after the rains as in the previous year. 

1868-70-The flood of 1868 was low and the Joyrampur 
entrance contracted to a width of 30 feet and with great 
difficulty l' 6" depth of water was maintained in 1868-69. In 
1869-70 the river improved and the entrance widened to 50 
to 60 feet. Boats draw~ng up to 2' 3" could navigate through
out the year. 

1870-72-There was high flood in 1870 when the loop 
channel from Joyrampur began to cut the right bank near 
Noorpur and caus~d a new entrance to be opened near village 
Chourasia about 6 miles down the former entrance near Sooty. 
This Chaurasia entrance became the important entrance from 
1871 to 1881 and gradually moved down forming the present 
Biswanathpur entrance. Thus the Bhagirathi had two 
entrances now, the lower one only was worked in the two 
seasons with great success. Prior to 1870-71 a channel of 
over 60 feet in width could rarely be maintained for naviga
tion but during this year a channel of not less than 200 feet 
in width was maintained, and boats drawing 3 feet could sail 
up and down the river throughout the entire length. The 
result of this was that the cold weather traffic which practically 
ceased to exist was revived and toll revenue increased. The 

• flood of 1871 was the highest since 1823 and -the Bhagirathi 
embankment breached at Laltakuri. In 1871-82 the Chaurasia 
entrance was worked as in the previous year with great success. 
A channel 150 feet wide and 4 feet deep was maintained down 
to Jangipur. Below Jangipur the least depth was 3 feet. 

1872-73-During the last 2 years the loop channel from 
which the Bhagirathi was obtaining its supply was deteriorat
ing and the left channel which was the main Ganges was 
developing. During the rains of 1872, the loop channel silted 
up, so that it really formed an extension of the Bhagirathi. 
Outside the entrance at ]ayrampur there was shoal water for 
distance of 2i miles in October and the new channel from 
Jayrampur to Geria was shallow and difficult to work. It is 
recorded that the shoals were 6t times as numerous and 13 
times as long as those of the preceding year, and toll revenue 
decreased as a result. 

The Bhagirathi entrance was, however, kept open during 
the dry season with a width of channel of 80 to 100 feet and 
minimum depth of 2' 3" at the entrance. 

1873-74--The season of 1873-74 was exceptionally dry and 
the Ganges fell one foot lower than in the previous year and 
owing to the presence of a clay bed, with great difficulty the 
entrance was kept open in the dry season by deepening the 
channel by means of kodalies for small boats only. 

1874-76--In 1874-75 the Joyrampur entrance closed early 
in the season but the Chaurasia entrance was better and the 
river was kept navigable by boats drawing 3 feet of water. 
In the next season, the condition of the entrances was the 
same. 

1876-77-The Chaurasia entrance improved and the upper 
entrance at Joyrampur closed in December 1876. A minimum 
depth of 3 feet was maintained in the dry season. 

1877-78--The Ganges after the floods began to fall quickly 
on account of drought in the United Provinces. The river was 
worked and the Chaurasia entrance was kept open with a 
minimum depth of 3 feet of water. 

1878-79--The upper entrance at Joyrampur was getting 
worse every year and showing to the shoaling action of the 
Ganges at this point it was never worked since the lower 
entrance at Chaurasia opened in 1871. The upper entrance 
closed completely by the middle of November 1878. The 
Ganges was cutting the right bank above Joyrampur entrance, 
the main stream being deflected from this point towards the 
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left bank. The result was the shoaling in front of ]oyrampur 
entrance and formation of a char above Chaurasia entrance. 
The entrance was kept open with a minimum depth of 3t feet 
of water, but the least depth in the river itself was only 
2!- feet_ 

1879-80-The flood of 1879 was the highest on record up to 
that year. It was higher than the last high flood of 1871 
by 21 inches at Berhampore. The entrance was deepened but 
the condition of the river did not improve; there was a 
minimum depth of 7 feet at the entrance, but 2! feet in the 
river. 

1880-8I-The main stream of the Ganges was flowing away 
from the right bank and so the char at the Chaurasia entrance 
was gradually increasing and this entrance closed by March 1881 
after working lor the last 1 () years. 

1881-84- -The state of the entrances was very bad and they 
all closed early in the dry season. From the water reports it 
is noticed that at the Joyrampur entrance there was only 
6 inches of water in the dry season of 1881-82, 1882-83 and 
9 inches in 1883-84. From Mr. Brown's report ·dated 8th 
September 1883, it is found that in the dry season of 1881-82, 
a sman cut about 100 ft. wide was made through a clay bank 
at the ]oyrampur entrance. The cut was not carried down 
to the subjacent sand below and so the channel was not scoured 
by the next floods. In the next dry season of 1882-83 another 
c:at 280 ft. wide was again made through the clay bank along
Side the old cut to 2 ft. below lowest water level without 
reaching sand. There was no immediate good result owing to 
these cuts. Mr. Brown also says in 1883 that the Ganges water 
f'ntering through Joyrampur entrance during the floods was 
flowing out of the Chaurasia entrance, the channel from 
]oyrampur via Nurpur to Chaurasia forming as it were a loop 
of the Ganges. Tbe current in the lower entrance was so 
sluggish that it was getting silted up rapidly every year, so 
that the Ganges water in the beginning of the monsoon coming 
through this entrance did. not meet the water coming down 
through ]oyrampur entrance till 15th July 1883, when there 
was least depth of 11 ft. at the upper entrance. 

The map of the entrance prepared. in May 1883 shows clearly 
that the upper Faracca channel from Faracca to Kaliganj had 
formed and was connected with the Bhagirathi river. In this 
map of 1883 we see for the first time at Kaliganj the entire 
length of the Faracca channel except the lower reach recently 
developed from Bishwanathpur to Chakghat more or less as 
it is at .the present day. The entrance at Faracca was, how
ever, hIgh and was closed during dry weather. In 1847-48 
t~lC Ganges was extending far away in a big loop from the 
nght bank between Faracca and Sooty and there was no exist
ence of the Faracca channel. This big loop began to move 
~own and flatten out and in 1866-67 we see the Ganges dividing 
mto two channels from Faracca down and reuniting at ]oy
rampur. The right branch of the Ganges between the two 
places is really the origin of the Faracca channel. As the loop 
of the Ganges ?f 1866-67 below Joyrampur moved down and 
flattened out stIll further, the Ganges cut its right bank and 
the ]oyrampur entrance also shifted with it until it came 
down near Kaliganj and has thus been known ~ince as Kaliganj 
entrance The formation of the lower Faracca channel from 
] oyrampur to Geria has been described already in the para
graph dealing with the year li66-67. In 1883 the lower 
outfall of the Faracca channel is. the Chaurasia entrance which 
gradually moved down in subsequent years with the extension 
0.£ the big char below ]oyrampur entrance, to its present posi
hon near Chakghat about 3 miles below Geria. 

1884-85-The head of the Bhagirathi was at Kaliganj. The 
entrance which had been in an unfavourable condition for the 
last 3 years took a favourable turn this year and was kept 
open for navigation with a least depth of 3 to 4 ft. up to 
end of March 1885. The cut through the hard clay bar which 
was started but not completed in 1881-82 and 1882-83 was 
taken advantage of this year to clear out a channel with the 
help of training works. 

1885-87- ·In May 1885, the channel at the head was again 
excavated to a depth 0-1 4 ft. below low water level at a cost 
of Rs. 3,600 and this produced good results, as the channel 
was enlarged during the floods of this year. In November 
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1885, sand banks and channels outside the entrance of the 
Bhagirathi river underwent rapid changes and with great diffi
culty a channel could be trained. In December, a good supply 
of water was brought into the Bhagirathi which ena.bled all 
the shoals lower down to be trained and a least depth of 3 
to 4 ft. to be maintained for navigation up to end of March 
as in the previous year. 

Mr. Roberts has mentioned that the Ganges wab'r was ent.er
ing through the upper intake near Faracca and was flowing out 
of the lower intake near Kaliganj. As the floods subsided, 
the upper intake closed which caused stagnation and conse
quent formation of a sand bar at the lower intake. This bar 
could be cleared only when there was a flow into the Bhagi
rathi and with the help of training works. 

The !lood of 1885 was faiTly high being only 7 inches lowel: 
than the flood of 1879 and this caused a breach at LaltakurL 

The condition of the entrance in 1886-87 was the same as 
in the previous year. 

1887-89-During the rains of 1887 the lower entrance near 
Kaliganj silted up completely and the upper intake near 
Faracca opened out sufficiently to carry the whc1le discharge 
of the Bhagirathi. As the Ganges fell however a sand bar 
formed one mile below the entrance reducing the depth to 
Ii ft. and admitting less water than in 1886-87. Training 
works done failed to keep the river open for navigation except 
for very light boats down to Katwa. Steamer service was 
maintained with difficulty as far as Katwa. The condition of 
the intake and the river was the same in 1888-89. The revenue 
administration of the Nadia Rivers was transferred from the 
control of the Board of Revenue to the P.W. Department in 
1888. -

1889-90-An attempt was made after the rains of 1889 to 
close the upper intake near Faracca and keep the lower intake 
near Kaliganj open during the dry months. This attempt 
failed and the lower intake was closed on 12th November 
1889 and the upper one on 2nd April 1890. No training works 
were therefore done about Katwa except at Berhampore and 
Lalbagh. Steamers plied up to Katwa till the end of February 
1890. 

1890-91-The flood of 1890 in the Bhagirathi river is the 
highest up to date, it was higher than the flood of 1879, though 
the flood in the Ganges was the highest in 1879 recorded 
up to date. As the floods began to subside a strong flow from 
the Ganges was noticed through the lower entrance at Joyram· 
pur near Kaliganj and the upper intake appeared cO be closing 
but when the Ganges rose again in the 3rd we,k 0+ September, 
the conditions were reversed, so much so that water was flow
ing out of the lower intake which ultimately clos,~d on 3rd 
November 1890. There was a big char 4 miles long outside 
the upper intake at Nayansook (below Faracca) which was 
trained by spurs and bandals with the result that 5 feet of 
water was maintained at the head and a least depth of 4' 6" 
in the river throughout the season. Compared with the last 
2 years the river had improved this year very much, though 
68 shoals had to be trained in the river alone. It has been 
mentioned by Livesay, Executive Engineer, that the Bhagi
rathi river had such an evil reputation as regards shoals that 
even with its improved condition boats preferred to use the 
Jalangi river which was in a better condition. 

1891-92- -Owing to scarcity of rainfall the Ganges was ex 
ceptionally low this year. The char outside the upper entrance 
extended down-stream leaving a narrow back water channel 
to feed the Bhagirathi river. As the Ganges began to subside 
a strong flow through the lower intake or Joyrampur channel 
was observed but this channel dried up on 30th October 1891, 
and the supply was drawn through the Nayansook entrance. 
Although a larger sum was spent on training works than in 
the previous year, the results were not satisfactory. Naviga
tion could not be kept open later than the end of February 
1892, the least depth at the head came down to l' 9". In 
the lower section below Katwa steamer traffic was carried on 
till the middle of February 1892. The number of shoals 
trained was 70, 

1892-94. The char in front of Noyansook entrance having 
extended too far down the narrow back water channel described 
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above closed and a new intake opened through the low char. 
With the help of training works a number of small channels 
at the head were closed and a least depth of 3' 3" was main
tained throughout the season. The Joyrampur entrance dried 
up on 18th October 1892. There was no change in the position 
of the upper intake which had improved a little so that a 
greater depth for a longer period was maintained iI}. the Bhagi
rathi than in 1892-93. 

1894-95-Since 1891 the Ganges has been encroaching 
gradually on the Bhagirathi below the lower intake at Kaliganj, 
and during the flood of 1894 which was only 8!" lower than 
the high flood of 1890, the Ganges cut away the intervening 
char leaving a narrow strip of land separating the Bhagirathi 
from the Ganges. On the 17th August 1894 a new entrance 
formed at Narainpur, known also as Tiktikipara entrance, 
about 2 miles above the old Chaurasia entrance. The new 
entrance channel was at first only 18' wide, but soon enlarged 
to a width of 2 miles during the rains. As the Ganges fell in 
level, the new entrance narrowed down and was further con
tracted to a width of 150 feet by bandals. The river was in a 
better condition throughout the year than in the past few 
years, the least depth of water being 4 feet. 

1895-98-After the floods of 1895 a connection was 
made at Madanpur between the Ganges and the old 
Bhagirathi so that the latter between Madanpur and Narainpur 
became as it were an arm of the Ganges which had its intake 
irom the main Ganges above old Joyrampur entrance. This 
arm or loop channel is known in later years as the Mondai 
loop. With the Ganges shifting gradually towards the Bhagi
rathi, the arm of the Ganges began to encroach on its right 
bank from below Madanpur and on the Bhagirathi entrance at 
Narainpur. It is seen from the map of 1897-98 that this arm 
of the Ganges below Madanpur and Narainpur which was 
formerly the old channel of the Bhagirathi, developed into a 
wide and deep channel, so that the Bhagirathi river received 
its supply directly from this channel during dry weather, and 
training works were only necessary at Narainpur which was 
practically the head of the Bhagirathi: After the floods of 1895, 
the entrance at Narainpur seems to have deteriorated suddenly 
with the formation of sand bar. There was only 3" depth of 
water on 29th May 1896 over the entrance bar. Next year it 
is recorded that between the 24th and 28th August 1896, the 
depth of water at the entrance shoaled up from 15 feet to 
4 feet with no variation of gauge owing to a very weak flow into 
the Bhagirathi. The Ganges towards the end of the dry season 
was 3 feet lower than the bed of the Bhagirathi at the entrance 
and. it was not until the middle of June that Ganges water 
entered the Bhagirathi river though the_ Ganges began to rise 
early in May. Training works done in September were of little 
use as the Ganges fell rapidly. The floods in the Bhagirathi 
river were very low this year and the entrance closed in Janu
ary 1897, The floods of 1897 were 2 feet higher and the 
entrance was in a slightly better condition than in 1896-97, 
there being 6" of water over the bar in April. 

1898-99-The flood of 1898 was still 2! feet higher than that 
of 1897 and was only l' 3" below the record flood of 1890. The 
high flood also continued for a long time. The entrance was 
practically the same as in the previous year. Training works 
could not improve the entrance as the inflow velocity was not 
sufficient owing to local heavy rainfall of about 8" in the 
middle of October which kept up the level of the Bhagirathi 
while the Ganges also fell rapidly. The entrance was practi
cally closed to through-traffic early in January 1899 when the 
depth was on l' 6", which was reduced to only 3" in April. 

1899-1900-Next year an attempt was made to train a 
channel a little over half a mile above the Narayanpur entrance 
which was connected with the Bhagirathi river at Momintola 
but this did not succeed. 

The least depth of water was l' 9" in the month of 
December 1899. 

1900-01-In, this year, probably before rains of 1900, a cut 
was made across the loop of the Bhagirathi river above Raghu
nathganj (Jangipore) through a series of pools. This shortened 
the length by 2 miles. The river below the entrance was in 
better condition than it had been since 1894-95, though there 
was only 3" of water at the head in May 1901. 

1901-02-In the next year the floods were low and the river 
fell rapidly so that the shoab were slightly worse than in 
1900-01. The entrance was in the same condition, the least 
depth being only 3" at the end of April 1902. It has been 
stated that the loop channel of the Ganges flowing past the 
entrance at Narainpore, known in later years as Faracca 
channel, was gradually cutting the right bank. The entrance 
which was more than 2 miles away from Geria bungalow in 
1894-95 was within Ii miles of it in 1901-02. 

1902-07-The Ganges as has been stated already was gradu
ally approaching the Bhagirathi entrance and after the floods 
of 1902, it is seen that the Faracca channel was practically 
absorbed by the Ganges from about a mile and half above 
the Bhagirathi entrance at Biswanathpur. As the bed of the, 
Ganges below Bishwanathpur was moving down-stream every 
year the chars separating the Faracca channel from the Ganges 
were also extending. 

After the floods of 1906 isolated chars opposite the entrance 
of 1904-05 and 1905-06 were connected together with the main 
high char separating the Faracca channel from the Ganges 
and extended down from one mile below the entrance. 

The entrance during these years 1902-07, was in the same 
position, viz., at Bishwanathpur. 

In 1902 Ganges water entered the Bhagirathi on the 15th 
June, and the head was closed in April 1903. Next year flood 
water entered the Bhagirathi much earlier, i.e., on the 10th 
May 1903, and the entrance was closed to traffic at the end 
of January 1904 and dried up in April. The flood of 1904 in 
the Bhagirathi river was very high, being only 0.98 foot below 
the record flood of 1890 at Berhampore. For many years past 
since 1895-96 the Bhagirathi water was flowing back into the 
Ganges towards the end of February and the head was dry 
by the end of March. In the year 1904-05, however, water 
was flowing from the Ganges into the Bhagirathi which main
tained a least depth of l' 6" at the entrance even at the end 
of April 1905 and was navigable for small boats throughout 
the year. In the following year the entrance was closed to 
traffic, there being only 6" of water by the middle of February. 
The flood of 1906 was the second highest flood up to date, 
being only 0.42 foot below the highest flood of 1890 at 
Berhampore. The river was open to boat traffic throughout 
the year, the leas't- depth at t!:J.e entrance being l' 3" in April 
1907. 

cxiv 

1907-09-The Ganges has shifted very far away from 
the old entrance of Faracca channel at Noyansook. The 
Faracca channel received its supply of water during the flood 
season through the entrance at Faracca and through the Mondai 
loop, but in the dry weather, the Bhagirathi had to depend 
for its supply on the intake at Faracca alone. From the train
ing works done not only at Bishwanathpur but also at Faracca 
it is evident that the intake at Faracca had deteriorated. 

1907-08-The river Bhagirathi began to rise from 5th June 
1907 and continued to do so up to 27th August 1907, 
after which it began to fall. The highest flood level 
of the year at Berhampore was 4·73 feet below the maxi
mum flood level of 1890. The river was nominally open 
throughout the year and the depth over the shoals was too 
small to admit of through navigation during the dry months. 
The least depth of water at \he entrance was only 0' 6" on 
22nd May 1908. 

1908-09-In 1908-09 the Bhagirathi began to rise as in the 
previous year on 5th June 1908 and continued to rise till the 
11th September 1908, after which it began to fall. The 
highest flood level at Berhampore gauge was 1.04 feet above 
that of the previous year. Out of altogether 39 shoals in the 
whole length of the river up to Nadia, 34 shoals were partially 
trained and the river was navigable up to the end of January 
1909. In the dry season, the depths over the shoals were 
too small for navi~ation. The general condition of the 
river was worse than that of the preVious year due to the 
Ganges being nearly 5" lower than in the preceding year from 
January to March. 

Dredging operations were done at the Faracca and Biswa
nathpUl e-ntrances and least depth of 4' was maintained only 
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at the entrance in April 1909. The dredging done was not 
effective in scouring shoals below the entrance, as the least 
depth of water in the section from the entrance to Jangipore 
was only 9", from Jangipore to Berhampore was 6", from 
Berhampore to Katwa was 9" and from Katwa to Nadia was 
l' 0". 

1909-10--The general condition of the river in this season 
was more favourable than in the 2 previous years due to the 
construction of a temporary cross dam below Biswanathpur 
entrance in the lower Faracca channel, diverting all the avail
able discharges into the Bhagirathi. 

A new entrance which opened at Mondai, 4 miles above the 
Bhagirathi entrance, was trained but it ran dry in November 
1909. 

The least depth of water at the entrance was l' 0" in the 
beginning of February 1910. The lower reaches of the Bhagi
rathi were in good condition, the flood of the year being nearly 
4 feet higher than that of the previous year. 

1910-11-0wing to the encroachment of the Ganges towards 
the Faracca channel at Kaliganj a new entrance opened at 

Months 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 

Entrance 
509 
344 

95 
Nil 
Nil 
24 

1909 

Berhampore 
1,109 

782 
481 
361 
329 
368 

The river was navigable throughout the year with a least 
depth of 3 feet of water over the shoals. Large boats plied 
from 25th June to 2nd of DeceIl1ber 1910. 

1911-12-The object of the training works done yearly at 
the Bishwanathpur entrance for some years past was to scour 
a bad shoal, about 2! miles long, formed at the entrance, 
'known as the Biswanathpur shoal. This year no dredger was 
available and bandalling works were started on the 28th Octo
ber 1911 and continued till 19th January 1912. In the middle 
of February 1912, a char appeared on the right side of the 
entrance and showed a marked tendency to develop and form 
a junction with the big char on the left bank of the Faracca 
channel. This bar was scraped with iron sheet and wooden 
plank scrapers' and a channel of 20 feet wide and l' 6" deep 
was maintained to the close of the dry season. 

One noticeable fact during the year was that on 15th Novem
ber 1911, the discharge observed passing into the Bhagirathi 
at the entrance was 13,675 cusecs and on the 30th November 
1,547 cusecs only. This large reduction in the discharge was 
attributed to the scouring out of the lower Faracca channel, 
which drew off the greater portion of discharge in the main 
Ganges. 

1912-13-The Kaliganj entrance began to deteriorate since 
the previous year and the Mondai entrance which opened in 
1909-10 considerably improved this year. The main stream 
of the Ganges passed through the Faracca channel through the 
Mondai entrance and reunited with the Ganges near Kalitolla. 

A length of 2,400 feet of the Bishwanathpur shoal was 
dredged and the lower channel was bandalled: a least depth 
of l' 6" was maintained in the upper section of the river. 

After the dredging operation was done, the Chief Engineer 
remarked that it was not possible to keep a navigable channel 
f?r the whole year by dredging except at a prohibitive recur
nng cost. 

1913-14-The entrances did not undergo any perceptible 
changes. The dredger "Rescue" worked at the Bishwanath
pur entrance and with combined dredging and bandalling 
works, a least depth of 2 feet was maintained. 

During the dry season the Bh.agirathi was drawing a small 
portion of the Faracca water as in the previous year. It is 

Kaliganj near Chapghati about 8 miles above the Biswanath
pur entrance. 

The general condition of the river was better than in the 
previous years due to longer duration of the floods and to the 
opening of the Kaliganj entrance. The supply entering the 
Faracca channel in the dry season in the past few years Wi,S 

very small, but after the floods of 1910, there was a consider
able discharge, estimated in January 1911 to be 4,650 cusecs, 
passing down the Faracca channel below Kaliganj. The 
greater portion of this discharge passed back into the Ganges 
below the Bhagirathi entrance. Mr. Butler, Chief Engineer, 
remarked that the dredging operation at the mouth of the 
Bhagirathi at its off-take from the Ganges from 1908 to 1911 
made sanitary improvements only owing to a slightly increased 
flow in the river. The more favourable result obtained in 1911 
was due to the new intake at Kaliganj and to the water lev.el 
in the Ganges during the dry season of 1910-11 being higher 
than usual. 

The following table gives the discharge in cusecs observed 
at the entrance and at Berhampore during the previous three 
years in the cold weather :-

Entrance 
128 
Nil 
115 
85 
48 

1910 

Berhampore 
586 
304 
364 
355 
323 

1911 
r----------JL----------__ 

Entrance 
1,820 

Not observed 180 

655 
4,165 
2,490 
2,353 
3,089 

Berhampore 
3,015 
2,067 
1,583 
1,128 
1,085 
1,114 
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stated that the Bhagirathi from the entrance down got silted 
from the sand scoured in the Mondai entrance channel near 
Noorpur. The bed of the river also became higher than low 
water level in the Faracca channel. 

1914-15-It has been described in dealing with the relative 
position of the Ganges and Faracca channel for the year 
1907-08 that the Ganges was far away from the Faracca chan
nel between Dhulian and Kaliganj. Since then, the Ganges 
has been gradually shifting towards the right bank, reducing 
the width of intervening char and resulting in the opening of 
the Mondai entrance in 1909-10 and Kaliganj entrance in 
1910-11. The direction of the main stream of the Ganges, it 
will be seen, was towards the Mondai entrance which improved 
considerably in 1912-13, so much so that the Faracca channel 
from Mondai became the main line of navigation for boats and 
steamers. The Ganges continued encroaching on the right 
bank near Dhulian and we see from the survey map of Faracca 
channel of 1914-15, that the Ganges was little over half a mile 
from the Faracca channel at Dhulian. 

The Faracca channel was fed by three entrances from the 
Ganges, viz., at Faracca, Kaliganj and Mondai, the upper two 
of which dried up every year, while the Mondai entrance re
mained open with a very strong current flowing through it. 
The outer channel of the Ganges was shallow with only 5 feet 
of water as against 12i; feet depth in the lower Faracca channel 
during the cold weather. During this year, the dredger 
"Nemo~ha" dredged.a total length of 14,108 feet in 146 days. 
Bandallmg and scrapmg were also done. The operations were, 
however, not successful. The upper section of the river from 
Plassey to the entrance was navigable for boats up to Decem
ber 1914, steamer-service from Calcutta to Azimganj being 
maintained up to 3rd December 1914. 

1915-21-0wing to the deflection of the main Ganges to
wards the left bank from below Dhulian and formation of 
shoals near Mondai, the Mondai entrance silted up and the 
Kaliganj entrance opened again after the flood of 1915. 

After the flood of 1916, a shoal formed just below the 
Kaliganj entrance dividing the channel in two streams. This 
caused so much deterioration of the lower Faracca that with 
bandalling works the channel remained open only for small 
boat traffic, while the outer channel of the Ganges became 
again navigable for steamer-traffic. 
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Though dredging was done every year to keep the entrance 
open, it was not v::cry effective as it was not possible within 
a short time available to extend the dredging operations much 
further down the river. Since 1913-14 a back flow was set 
up in the dry season from Geria to the entrance. 

In 1912-13 and previous years, the Geria gauge was lower 
than the entrance gauge, indicating that there was a flow from 
the Faracca channel but since 1913-14, condition altered and 
the Ceria gauge which was 4,000 feet below the entrance gauge 
at Bishwanathpur was reading higher from the dates men
tioned below:-

1913-14-from the 1 st week of March 
1914-15-from the bt week of February 
1915-16--from the 1st week of January 
1916-17 -from the 1st week of January 
1917-18- -from the 2nd week of November 
1918-19-from the last week of October 
1919-20--from the 1st week of December 

During the five years 1916-17 .to 1920-21 both the Faracca 
and Mandai entrances used to dry up and the Kaliganj entrance 
was only feeding the Faracca channel. Since 1917-18 to date 
no dredging operation has been carried out; instead, bandalling 
at the entrance was done every year up to 1922-23. 

The information regarding the closing of the entrances and 
the least depths is given below for the years 1915-21 :-

Month and date 

7th May 1915 
28th May 1916 
23rd April 1917 
24th May 1918 
26th November 1919 
19th November 1920 
15th December 1921 

Least depth at the 
Bhagirathi entrance 

l' 0" 
0' 3" 
0' 3" 

Closed 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 

The discharges entering the Bhagirathi, as measured at 
Geria on 1st December of each year, are also noted below :-

Date and year 

1st December 1914 
1st December 1915 
1st December 1916 
1st December 1917 
1st December 1918 

Sectional area 
in s. ft. below 
the highest 
known flood 
level of 1890 

27,500 
25,862 
24,722 
22,696 
23,125 

Observed 
discharge 
in cusecs 

1,098 
733 

1,232 
22 

Nil 

The bed of the shoal at the entrance has been rising higher 
every year as will be evident from the levels noted below :-

Year 

1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 

Date 

16th October 
29th October 
22nd October 
22nd October 
16th October 
31 st October 

Bed at 
Bishwanath pur 
P.W.D. datum 

49.199 
49.099 
52.689 
54.809 
55.699 
55.450 

In 1919-20 the Bhagirathi entrance closed on the 26th 
November 1919. On 25th November 1919, a discharge of 
12,870 cusecs was observed in the Faracca above the entrance 
while on the 1st December 1919, a discharge of 446 cusecs, 
due to percolation only, was observed in the Bhagirathi at 
Geria, there being no flow from the Faracca channeL 

1921·22- -In the beginning of this report the changes of the 
Ganges and the development of its loops affecting the Bhagi
rathi entrance have been briefly described from 1781. The map 
of 1905-06 shows 2 loops of the Ganges, one extending from 
Faracca to Kaliganj and the other from Kaliganj to Biswanath
pur. The gradual flattening out of these two loops is seen 
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from the maps of 1914-15 and of 1922-23. During this year 
another change took place, that is, the main stream of the 
Ganges after leaving Faracca crossed to the opposite bank from 
which it was deflected again towards Dhulian and it was due 
to this action that a large char between Bamungram and 
Dhulian was washed away in September 1921 and a new 
entrance opened at Dhulian with the main Ganges flowing past 
this entrance. The main current of the Ganges a:(,ter striking 
the Dhulian bimk was gently deflected towards the left bank 
to return again to tl:}e right bank near Kalitola. From the 
above it will be seen that the 2 old loops of the Ganges of 
1905-06 were gradually replaced by a small loop extending 
from Faracca to Dhulian and another long flattened loop from 
Dhulian to Kalitola. This has resulted in the {ormation of 
extensive shoals on the right bank between Momintola and 
Kalitola which have practically closed the Kaliganj and 
B~swanathpur entrances during the dry season. 

It may be mentioned here that although a new entrance 
opened at Dhulian which was the deepest entrance, the water 
entering through the entrance actually flowed out into the 
Ganges at Kaliganj, so that the Faracca channel from Dhulian 
to Kaliganj may be called an arm of the Ganges. The Faracca 
channel at Kaliganj had been absorbed in the past in the Ganges 
for a length of about a mile and this channel below Kaliganj 
was again drawing its supply from the Ganges near Chappghati 
about a mile below the exit of water coming from Dhulian. 
So that the Dhulian entrance did not improve the supply into 
the Bhagirathi except during falling floods, when the Ganges 
spill is cut off. Ganges water first entered on the 29th June 1921 
through the Kaliganj. or properly speaking Chappghati entrance 
which ran dry about the first week of November 1921 and then 
the Bhagirathi river was fed through the Dhulian entrance till 
the middle of December when the Faracca channel was discon
nected from the Ganges by a sand bar at the entrance. Bandal
ling works were done at Biswanathpur entrance to divert all 
water flowing out of the lower Faracca channel into the Bhagi
rathi which was successful. Up to last year during the dry 
season the Bhagirathi water was flowing out into the Ganges 
through the lower Faracca channel which was closed this year 
by bandals. The result was that the level of the Bhagirathi 
at Biswanathpur was much higher than in the past few years 
and was 5 feet higher than in 1920-21 as will be seen from the 
following gauge readings at Biswanathpur 

Year Highest flood Level on 15th 
level December 

1916 73.90 50.80 
1917 73.90 51.90 
1918 75.20 48.75 
1919 74.20 50.15 
1920 70.45 49.25 
1921 72.05 53.60 
1922 73.70 52.75 

1922·25-In 1922 there were three distinct high floods higher 
than normal and all rising to about the same height, the highest 
flood level at Geria being 73.20 P.W.D. datum. The main 
stream of the Ganges was still striking the right bank at 
Dhulian entrance in 1922. The high char separating the Ganges 
from the Faracca channel was also attacked by the main current 
of the Ganges from below Dhulian, causing great erosion of 
the char. The bed and left bank of the entrance channel 
being of hard clay was not eroded by the strong current strik
ing the entrance in 1922, and consequently the position of 
the entrance even now is the same as if! 1922. In 1923, the 
floods were low, and though the main current was still flowing 
along the Dhulian bank, it was striking the char about it mile 
below the entrance. The eroding action on the char, however, 
continued and after the floods of 1923 only a narrow neck of 
1,000 feet was left about a mile below the entrance. 

At Biswanathpur entrance a considerable change has been 
taking place since 1917. After the floods of this year silting 
up of the Faracca channel above and below Biswanathpur was 
noticed. Rapid deterioration of the rower Faracca channel 
below Biswanathpur took place during the floods of 1922 and 
this has continued since, Prior to the year 1923 Ganges water 
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coming down the Faracca channel was flowing out into the 
Ganges at Chakghat. Since 1922 vegetation has grown on the 
bed of lower Faracca channel accelerating the deposit of silt 
owing to the deterioration of the lower Faracca channel and 
the diversion of all water from the Faracca channel into the 
Bhagirathi, extensive erosion of the left bank of Bhagirathi 
river from Biswanathpur to Geria took place in 1922 and 1923. 
and the entrance shoal at Biswanathp~r was converted into a 
single deep pool from Nurpur down to Geria. The erosion at 
Geria has however ceased ft9m 1924 owing to the river having 
been able to adjust its bend at Biswanathpur. The Faracca 
channel from Kaliganj to Chakghat, which was formerly a loop 
of the Ganges, since 1923 has ceased to be so and has become 
really an extension of the Bhagirathi, and the lower Faracca 
channel instead of being an outlet has become a feeding channel 
of the Bhagirathi. Great changes occurred after the floods of 
1924 at Dhulian. As stated already, the Ganges after leaving 
Faracca was striking the opposite bank and eroding it above 
Dhulian. The char just above Dhulian was extending again 
towards the left bank and down-stream. Since 1923 and after 
the floods of 1924 the Ganges above Dhulian shifted about a 
mile away from Dhulian and bifurcated into two channels, the 
main stream again flowing past Dhulian entrance in the dry 
season with a sharp S bend and striking the right bank about 
a mile below the entrance. The narrow neck of 1,000 feet left 
after the floods of 1923 was reduced to only 165 feet by the 
floods of 1924 and it is likely that this strip will disappear 
during falling floods of 1925. 

During all these years there were 4 entrances, viz .• Dhulian. 
Kaliganj, Mondai and Biswanathpur; of these the Kaliganj 
(Chapghati) entrance alone is practically feeding the Bhagi
rathi during the flood season. During the flood season the 
deepest entrance is the Dhulian with more than 20 feet of 
water, at Kaliganj the least depth is usually between 6 and 9 
feet during flood season. The Mondai entrance runs over a 
stretch of hig)1 shoals and it is only during high floods that 
the Ganges spills over this entrance through a shallow channel 
into the Faracca channel above Nurpur. 

On the 7th August 1925, a quantity of 22,819 cusecs was 
en~ering Dhulian entrance which after being supplemented by 
spIlls was found to be 23,074 cusecs above Kaliganj. This 
volume of water was found to be flowing out into the Ganges 
about a mile below at Chapghati on the same date. The 
Faracca channel was drawing 34,301 cusecs of water from the 
extensive sl?ill of the Ganges between Kaliganj and Chapghati. 
It was notIced that on 8th August 1925, the lower Faracca 
channel was also supplying the Bhagirathi at Biswanathpur 
10,265 cusecs from the Ganges at Chakghat. The discharge 
observed on 8th August 1925 at Geria amounting to 49,588 
cusecs rel?resents t.he total volume of water coming through 
ChapghatI, Mondal and Chakghat entrances and small spills. 

In 1922 the Ganges flood first entered into the Bhagirathi 
river through the Kaliganj entrance on the 27th June, the water 
through the Dhulian entrance could not flow down earlier 
owing ~o the existence of high shoals. The Dhulian entrance 
closed III the. second we.ek of November but the KaJiganj 
entrance remamed open tIll the end of this month. 

. The dates when the different entrances opened and closed 
m '1923, 1924, and 1925 are noted below :-

Date of opening Date of closing 
of entrance of entrance 

1923 Kaliganj entrance on 21st 2nd week of November 
June 
Dhulian entrance on 24th 1st week of January 1924 
June 

1924 Kaliganj entrance on 4th 11 th October 
July 
Dhulian entrance on 24th 26th December 
June 

1925 Kaliganj entrance on 1st [U] 

July 
Dhulian entrance 
June 

on 12th [U] 

During all these years, of course, the Mondai entrance closed 
first and then the Chakghat entrance quite early in the year. 
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The reason for the early entry of Ga.nges flood in 1925 is due 
to the unusually early rise of the river. In 48 hours between 
2nd and 4th July 1925 the Ganges rose 5 feet at Dhulian and 
the Bhagirathi rose 6 feet between 4th and 6th July 1925 at 
Berhampore. Though the floods came down quite early in 
1925, they were much lower up to August than in the past 
few years. 

The last bandalling operations at Bhagirathi entrances at 
Dhulian and I{aliganj and down to Jangipore were carried out 
in the year 1922-23, but owing to the rapid fall of the Ganges, 
the operations were not very successful. From the 1st Septem
ber 1923, the Nadia rivers were thrown open to navigation free 
of tolls, and bandalling operations were only done in a restrict
ed manner between Az~mganj and Berhampore and between 
Katwa and Nawadwip. 

Notes on changes of the head of the Jalangi and 
Jalangi-Bhairab rivers 

The Jalangi river-There is no early history traceable from 
the records of this office as to the exact date of origin of this 
river. 

Addams-Williams, Chief Engineer, Bengal, says in his note 
on the Bhairab-Mathabhanga project that after the Ganges 
forsook its course through the Bhagirathi, the ]alangi might 
ha ve burst forth through the depression of the Bhairab and 
Bhagirathi banks and joined the latter at Nadia about 300 
years ago. 

Major Rennell in 1781 wrote that the Jalangi, although a 
stream ran in it the whole year, was in some years unnavig
able during two or three of the driest months. He recorded 
that its entrance from the Ganges was at Jalangi, the village 
from. which the river was named (vide statistical account of 
NadLa by VI W. Hunter, Esqr.). It is known also as Kharia 
in its lower reach below Bali- Tongi. Captain Colebrooke, in 
a memoir on the Ganges, wrote in 1797 that the Bhagirathi 
and the Jalangi were not navigable during the dry season. 
There had been instances of all these rivers continuing open 
in their turn during the dry season. 

Major Lang in 1826, observed that the Ganges after passing 
Jalangi and Bausmari villages, took a north-easterly direction 
towards Rajapore. The entrance to the Jalangi was then below 
the village of that name. (Memorandum on the Ganges and 
the Entrance of the Nadia Rivers.) In 1863, the Ganges was 
flowing under Alipore and Raj apore , the entrance to the 
Jalangi being 2! miles to the south-west of the former village. 
The Jalangi head which did not shift by more than 360 yards 
from 1820 to 1831, had changed very unfavourably after the 
flood of 1832. For some years past, the main entrance tended 
to move northwards and in that season it set in through a nullah 
which had been its course in 1796. The southern channel of 
the Gange.s was ~locked up with sand and the J alangi entrance 
had to ~hIft 5 mIles north; as the nature of the soil was very 
sandy, It closed at the beginning of the season. 

From 1832-40, the Ganges appeared to have gradually re
~urned. to .the centre of its path and since the latter year, 
Its OSCIllatIons had been comparatively limited, the bulk of 
the stream sometimes running in one branch under the eastern 
and at others under the western bank of its present bed. In 
1833, two hand dredgers were worked in the entrance and it 
was opened for navigation of small boats. 

During the ten years preceding 1850, the Jalangi and 
Mathabhanga had one common entrance in the neighbourhood 
of Dy:-ampore. ~ut in 1846-47 the Ganges current began to 
fall WIth de_struchve effect on the right bank opposite Raja
pore, to whIch the channel of the Mathabhanga was inclining. 
After three years' gradual encroachments, the Ganges broke 
through the narrow neck of land and thus the Mathabhanga 
severed itself from the Jalangi entrance. 

185~-51-The Ganges was cutting on the east bank and 
the bIg bend that formed below the entrance of the ]alangi 
in. 1828 became straight in 1850-51. The J alangi was worked 
thIS year successfully and a good depth of water was maintained 
throughout the dry season. 
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Major Lang in his l\Iemor~ndum ~m the Ganges an~ Nadia 
Rivers says that after the mund~hon of 1850,. the mlet to 
the J alangi was very favourably sltua.ted. Th~ stream of. the 
Ganges was separated by an island III the mId-channel mto 
two branches from the western-most of which an abundant 
supply Qf water flowed into the ]alan&i. In the following 
years, the right bank of the Ganges opposIte .Sarda was attack
ed by the current, which from Lalcoop pomt crossed to the 
eastern shore. The western channel from Lalcoop to Dyram
pore rapidly silted up and by the close of 1852, a continuous 
sand bank, nearly seven miles long and. one and a half mile 
broad, and rising in some parts to a helght of 15 feet, filled 
the space, where. two years before, the principal stream of 
the Ganges ran. The ]alangi was effectually dosed. 

He remarks that if the volume of water flowing in the 
Ganges were more equal in l?ulk and velocity .throug~out the 
year, and in nearer proportlOn to the capa~lty of lt~ b",:d, 
notwithstanding the yielding nature of matenal of whIch Its 
banks are composed, the difficulties would be very few to 
deal with these rivers. [Memorandum of the Ganges and the 
Nadia Rivers by Major J. Lang (1854).] It is in the vast 
disproportion between the supply of the inundation and that 
of the dry season that the real evil lies.. He calculated the 
discharges of the Ganges below Sarda m 1854 and found 
them to be 118,034 in January and 1,355,707 cusecs during 
floods, whereas Rennell found 80,000 and 405,000 cusecs, 
respectively, in 1781. 

October and November are the months when the greatest 
havoc is committed, the river has then fallen 10 or 15 feet 
and the current acts upon those strata which have least tena
city; stuff in them is consequently soon carried away, and 
the banks being thus undermined and heavy from recent floods, _ 
are precipitated in large masses into the stre.am, .whereby 
numberless eddies are produced, more destructIve III thelr 
effects than the direct action of the current itself. Some notion 
of the extent to which this process is carried, may be gathered 
from the fact, that during a few weeks of the subsidiary 
inundation of last year, 160 acres of land were washed away 
from the right bank of the Ganges, immediately above the 
Bhagirathi entrance, in a distance up-stream, not exceeding 
one mile. The depths to which these excavations are carried, 
vary with the volume and velocity of the stream, but when 
the entire abrasive force of the river is at work, 60 and 70 feet 
are no unusual soundings in channels formed by recent 
encroachments. Entire fields are then hurled into the river, 
and large islands, the formation of years, disappear rapidly, 
when the unresistable power of the main current is brought 
to bear upon them. These are the visible efIects ; under-water 
changes are equally extensive and more frequent in their 
occurrences. The vast masses of silt, held in suspension while 
the stream is strong, are precipitated with astonishing rapi
dity, whenever, from any cause, its velocity is retarded: deep 
channels of one day thus become impassable the next, and 
the disappearances of shoals are the works of but a few hours. 
'While the most considerable of these changes, are occurring, 
the river is losing 2 per cent. of its water a day, and rapidly 
retiring into its dry season channel. These portions of the 
bed which are abandoned by the stream quickly appear above 
water, and by the end of November the stream quickly appears 
above water, and by the end of November the river has dimi
nished to one-third of its inundation breadth, the other two
thirds being occupied by chars and sands, totally different 
from what they held the previous year. It should be borne 
in mind, that the beds of those outlets (Nadia Rivers) or their 
spill escapes are, during the freshets, frequently raised consi
derably higher than the dry season level of the surface of the 
Ganges, and consequently elevated from 30 to 40 feet above 
the channel bed of the great river. Continuing at this height, 
they must be left dry as the Ganges recedes. The constant 
influx of a body of water of such volume and velocity as 
shall suffice to cut away the sand and deepen their beds can 
only prevent such occurrences. \Vhen the formation of the 
bed of the Ganges and the distribution of sands in its course 
are such as to incline the stream towards the mouth of one of 
the smaller branch rivers. the necessary scouring power of 
streams in them are secured and their navigability for the 
season afterwards comes as a consequence. The Mathabhanga 

entrance during the past year is an instance in illustration 
of above. 

If however, contrary to this, masses of silt are deposited 
near the entrance and the current be thrown miles off to the 
opposite shore (as in the case of the ]alangi), the entrance 
gets choked and it becomes difficult to avert the evil. Or if 
the encroachment of the Ganges goes on to a great extent and 
the land cut away, continues to be precipitated into the mouth 
of the smaller stream, the current, favourable though it may 
have been at first, will soon be overcome by the mass of silt. 
and the whole of water will, as the river subsides, be carried 
away into the deep channel of the Ganges. 

He has also added that the deepening or shoaling of a 
channel, in many cases, indicates nothing more than a change 
in the distribution of the water, and are, of themselves, no 
criterion of the improvement or deterioration of a river. If 
it should be found that with a deepened channel, the previous 
average quantity of water continued to enter, it might safely 
be concluded, that progress was being made in the right 
direction, but if, with an increase in depth, the volume of 
water was found considerably to diminish, it would be well 
to proceed no further till the cause of the decrease had been 
ascertained and removed. 

Fears have been expressed, that the mischievous effect of 
the measures formerly employed for deepening the Nadia 
Rivers would sooner or later be felt in the Hooghly between 
Calcutta and the sea. 

Major Schalch thought that straightening their courses by 
cutting through the necks of bends, and removing the accu
mulations of sand from their beds by the use of. machinery, 
etc., would be the means of hastening the sand down to a 
part of the river where it was of the utmost consequence 
that a free passage should be preserved. 

1860·61-The Ganges at thp entrance of the Jalangi shifted 
towards the east about a mile from the bed of 1853. The 
head of the ]alangi was in a very unfavourable position and 
closed early. 

1862-63-The river closed early but was 0l?en for boats 
of small burden in its lower reaches. The mam Ganges was 
shifting each year to the north-east, leaving the heads of the 
]alangi and Mathabhanga to be supplied from a loop channel. 

In January 1864, the Nadia Rivers were amalgamated with 
Berhampore Division and since then it was called by the 
latter name and Captain A. E. Parkin, R.E., succeeded 
Major Smyth. 

In this river no training works were done up to 1872 and 
it closed each year very early in the dry season. The only 
work that was done was to clear snags and such obstructions 
from the river bed. 

The flood of 1871 was the highest on record after 1823. The 
river Bhagirathi rose 29' 6!,' above zero at Berhampore or 
32·509 x 29'54=62·049 P.W.D. datum. 

1873-Wickes, Executive Engineer, in 1873 remarked that 
no record was systematically kept of the rivers. He had 
gone through every paper in the office and had spared no 
pains to make his report as complete as possible, but he 
regretted that the information he got was of the most meagre 
description. (Wicke's note.) There was nothing to show the 
height or duration of the floods on either the Jalangi or the 
Mathabhanga for any single year. 

Wickes in his report about deterioration of the rivers on 
account of smaller proportion of the Gangetic supply stated 
the following in 1873:-

"I do not think that there are any grounds for supposing 
that the proportion of water received by the Jalangi during 
the flood season has increased or diminished in late years. The 
fact that the river has been uninterruptedly closed in the dry 
season since 185'1'-52, would appear at first sight to show that 
the supply has decreased, but the failure to keep the river 
open has been entirely due to the entrance and as the channel 
is fairly free from shoals, the discharge can have been but 
little effected, for had it been so, more shoaling would have 
occurred in the channel." 
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Dr. Hunter remarks that the most elaborate writer on 
the deltaic rivers predicted 10 years before that owing to the 
westward opening of the Brahmaputra via the Jamuna the 
Gangetic waters would be forcea back and increase the supply 
of Nadia Rivers. I shall now proceed to give what, I believe, 
would be the result of such a change, and my reasons for 
considering that the Nadia Rivers would not be affected by 
it:-

The bed of the Ganges throughout the delta is composed 
of fine sand and silt, and the various channels accommodate 
themselves to the volume of water they have to pass, with 
remarkable rapidity, in fact they often seem to expand and 
contract with increased and diminished supply, with some
thing of the ease of an elastic substance. I have myself seen 
a Sota or loop 1,000 feet in width, open out and become the 
main stream of the Ganges and again contract to its original 
size within 3 years. 

At the discharge of the Jamuna increased, the bed of the 
Ganges below Goalundo must have widened out, and there 
must have been a continual tendency to adapt itself to the 
state of things. The first effect of the change would be the 
enlargement of the river below Goalundo, which would year by 
year better accommodate itself to carry off the united waters 
of the two rivers. But occasion would doubtless arise, when 
the waters of the Brahmaputra would be considerably higher 
than those of the Ganges, and when consequently the latter 
would be backed up. 

About 22 miles above Goalundo is the entrance to the river 
Chandana, which falls into the Gorai and about 50 miles above 
Goalundo is the entrance of the Gorai itself, and we might 
therefore expect that they would assist to carry off the water 
backed up. This is exactly what has occurred and we find 
that its width in 1856 was treble of what it was in 1838. 

If the backing up of the Ganges by the Brahmaputra were 
of frequent occurrence, the Gorai would probably become the 
main stream of the Ganges. With regard to its (Gorai) pre
vious history, Captain Sherwill has recorded that the width 
of the entrance has increased from 200 yards in 1838 to 616 
yards in 1856, that it was annually becoming broader and 
tha~ it would in a few years most likely absorb the greater 
portion, if not all the water from the Padma. 

He also maintained that during the dry season of 1857, 
the Padma below the Gorai and above Goalundo was fordable 
in several places. 

The above statements are confirmed by the evidence of 
Major Lang, Captain Williamson and Captain P. M. Cowley 
given before the committee of 1853, appointed to enquire 
into the state of the Hooghly river. 

I should indeed have expected from the position of the 
Gorai that it was destined to be the main stream of the 
Ganges just as the Jamuna has since 1820 become the main 
stream of the Brahmaputra, and that the portion of the Padma 
between the Gorai and Goalundo would ultimately be a series 
of detached lakes in the dry season as the old bed of the 
Brahmaputra has already become in the district of 
Mymensingh. 

My reasons for forming this opinion are firstly that the Gorai 
runs directly into the "Swatch of no ground" which swallows 
up the sand brought down by the Harringhatta Estuary and 
prevents the sand islands of that river from extending as those 
at the mouth of the other rivers of the delta must do. Con
sequently as the islands at the mouth of Megna increase, there 
will be greater tendency of the Padma water to pass down the 
Gorai. There is also the tendency which all rivers flowing 
from the north and in the Northem Hemisphere must have to 
west, caused by the water continually flowing from a less to 
a more rapidly revolving part of the earth. 

As the earth moves from west to east, the water will, so 
to speak, lag behind and hug the west bank. General A. 
Cunningham has also shown that the westing of the Punjab 
rivers is due to the same cause. 

Lastly, whenever the Brahmaputra is in flood later than 
the Ganges, the water of the latter will be backed up, and 
more and more water pushed down the Corai and at the 
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same time, the velocity in the Padma imnreiliately above its 
junction with the Brahmaputra will be retarded and will 
deposit silt. I have no record, but probably it was owing 
to some such circumstances as the above, that portion of the 
Padma above Goalundo was fordable in the dry season of 
1857. 

This backing up, therefore, does not affect the Nadia Rivers 
owing to the fact that it is partly relieved by the enlarge
ment of the sections of the Padma below Goalundo and partly 
by the increased discharge through the Gorai.' , 

He has roughly calculated from the Mississippi figures that 
heaping up of water to a height of 6 ft. at Goalundo would 
cease to be felt 100 miles off. The distance of the entrance 
to the Mathabhanga he found to be 95 miles, of the Jalangi 
105 miles, and of the Bhagirathi 160 miles. 

Addams Williams, has calculated that a rise of 7 inches 
would be caused at the Mathabhanga off-take taking a fall 
of 3'3 inches per mile and depth 30 ft. in the Ganges. If the 
depth is taken as 40 ft., the rise would be l' 4". For the 
Gorai head w4ich is 45 miles above Goalundo, the correspond
ing rise would be 2' 3" and 2' 9" respectively. The backing 
up effect would therefore have been considerable. 

The Jalangi, Wickes says in 1873, has been closed for the 
last 20 years and has therefore deteriorated as a channel of 
navigation in the dry season. 

1880-81-The entrance of the Bhairab was giving alarming 
symptoms. The main current of the Ganges flowed by the 
east bank and a big char was formed at its entrance which 
by the deposition of silt every year was getting higher and 
higher. It was only now by a loop channel that the Bhairab 
was supplied. In the middle of March, the state of the 
river was so bad that it was thought advisable to stop all 
works. 

1881-82-The Bhairab was worked th!s year and the line 
of navigation kept open during the dry season. 

1882-83-The following is the report on the entrance of 
the Bhairab-Jalangi by Captain R. H. Brown, R.E., vide his 
letter No. 213, dated the 18th September 1883 to the Superin
tending Engineer, South-Western Circle. "During the season 
1882-83, the Bhairab remained open throughout the year, but 
during April 1883 there were certain shoals over which large 
laden boats could not pass; still through traffic for boats of 
medium burden was kept by unloading at these shoals and 
re-Ioading after passing the lightened boats over them. 

During April also, the river immediately in front of the 
entrance began to shoal and a channel had to be formed and 
maintained by digging with long handed kodalies. The loop 
of the Ganges from which the Bhairab was fed partially silted 
up at its upper end, so that although the head of the loop 
was never altogether closed, it became too shallow for boats 
to pass which had therefore to enter from and pass out into 
the Ganges by the lower end of the loop. The general features 
of the river outside the Bhairab entrance at Akriganj are 
similar to thos~ outside the Joyrampore entrance to the 
Bhagirathi; but the silting up of the loop channel was less 
developed. 

A dredger at work from about the middle of October would 
probably be able to keep open the channel that feeds the 
Bhairab and deepen the entrance itself. There is no reason 
to anticipate that this river will not work as well next season, 
as it did not last, except that the channel supplying it showed 
signs last season, of closing at its upper end, for which it 
appears to me that the only remedy is a dredger at work. 

The Sialmari Khal falls into the Upper Jalangi about 13 
miles below the Jalangi entrance. The Jalangi after a course 
of 39 miles joins the Bhairab 37 miles below the entrance 
of the latter. The Jalangi entrance from the Ganges is about 
27 miles below the Bhairab entrance. 

Proposal tor closing Sia lmari and Upper ] alangi-The 
channel of the former has a considerably less cross-section than 
that of the latter. The current in the Jalangi is compara
tjvely sluggish and the bed and the entrance much silted up. 
Hence the discharge of the Jalangi at Madhupore (Bhairab
Jalangi junction) is so small compared with tl1at of the 
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Bhairab, and the distance from the entrance such that I 
should doubt if any useful result would follow from a success
ful closure of the Sialmari Khal and Upper Jalangi. The sec
tions of the Jalangi taken during the entrance survey wen' 
not in well chosen places and are useless for the purpose of 
making a rough estimate of what the cost of closing this 
channel would be. 

Probably the closing of Sialmari Khal and Upper Jalangi 
would cost Rs. 20,000. This is but a v('ry rough guess, but 
I have not thought it worth while to have the defects in the 
survey made good in order to frame an estimate, as I would 
not recommend this work on account of the doubtful benefit 
to be obtained and the objection to closing the Upper Jalangi 
to navigation of which there is a fair amount during the 
rains. 

It therefore appears to me highly desirable that at least 
one dredger capable of working in 3 ft. of water should be sent 
to ihis subdivision. 

The proposal made in paragraph 30 of the report of the 
Nadia River Commission (No. 62, dated the 13th June 1882, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal) requires consi

, deration in connection with this subject. 

Proposed cut from the Jalangi to Lower Bhairab-The pro
posal is to make a cut about 2 miles long 150 ft., broad at 
top from the Jalangi to Karimpore into the old Lower 
Bhairab. Should such a work succeed and provided that the 
bed of the Jalangi between Karimpore and Madhupore should 
be sufficiently high as it certainly would be to prevent the 
Lower Bhairab drawing its dry season supply from the Upper 
Bhairab via Madhupore, the cut would, I imagine, tend to 
benefit the working of the present Bhairab-]alangi and form 
a new route-the Jalangi-Bhairab to Kissenganj, as this latter 
would join the Mathabhanga so far from its entrance, it would 
not affect its working but might increase the floods below the 
junction. 

The enirance to the ]alangi is now much silted up and 
is not likely to work, unless the Ganges sets into it and clears 
away the silt deposited in front of the entrance. This may 
however happen as there is now rapid cutting going on just 
below A ttarpara and should this action be transferred 2 miles 
higher up, the Jalangi entrance would probably be cleared 
out, and in this case if there is no independent channel to 
carry off the increased discharge which will flow into the 
Upper Jalangi, this river and the Upper Bhairab will tend 
to do each other harm. 

The carrying out of the River Commissioner's proposal 
would not, I think, be prejudicial to the working of the 
Bhairab-Jalangi but may be the opposite. 

On the other hand, it is probable that the opening out of 
this river (the Jalangi-Bhairab) might cause more water to 
flow Jown the Kumar river during the floods and possibly 
scour out its bed, while the current in the length between 
the Mathabhanga junction with the Kumar and that with the 
Bhairab would be slackened and 'silt deposited in this length, 
so that in the dry season the supply entering by the Matha
bhanga entrance might take the course of the Kumar instead 
of its present one. The distance between the two junctions 
is about 40 miles, so that I do not look upon the suggested 
result as a probable one. Again another possible objection 
to the proposal under consideration is that the present 
Bhairab ~ntrance at Akri~a~j may deteriorate and old ]alangi 
entrance. Improve, thus glvmg the lower Jalangi two chances 
of workmg, whereas, if the upper Jalangi were diverted into 
the lower Bhairab, one of these chances would be gone. 
However, we <;annot .get ~ll the possible advantages at once, 
and must deCIde whIch IS the greater, and most likely to 
be attainable. 

Beyond: the suggestion that a steam dredger, capable of 
workmg m 3 ft. water, be sent as soon as possible for work 
o_n the bend of this river, I have at present no further sugges
tlOn to o.ffer as regards measures to be taken for improving 
the workmg of the Bhairab-J.alangi river. 
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Wickes' note on the floods of the Nadia RiveTS 

The records of this office commence from 1820, and is 
therefore possible that heavy floods may not have taken place 
Juring the first 20 years of this century, of which nothing is 
known, but this is very unlikely, as occasional reference is 
made to the flood of 1796, whereas nothing is said of any 
flood between that year and 1820, and it is only' reasonable 
to conclude that had a severe inundation occurred, it would 
certainly have been mentioned as well as the earlier flood. 
The first high flood of this century, of which we have any 
records, is that of 1823, and it appears to have been an in
undation of extreme severity both in range and duration. The 
height which the Bhagirathi rose to at Berhampore was un
fortunately not recorded. The Bhagirathi embankments were 
probably severely breached a few miles above Latakuri by this 
tlood, as embankments known to have been constructed after 
the flood of 1796, are shown in the map of 1827 with large 
breaches repaired by running semi-circular retired bunds round 
them, and as explained above, there are good grounds for 
believing that the inundation of 1823 is the only severe flood 
that occurred between those dates, and therefore the only one 
in which the breaches are likely to have been made. Further, 
it is known that the breaches did occur that year and that 
the country suffered. It is on record that the flood on the 
upper Bhagirathi in 1823 topped the banks of that river and 
rushing across country cut out a new channel 8 miles ~n length 
to the river Kumar. This old bed of the river, which left the 
Mathabhanga some miles lower down, has since silted up. 

The next high flood appears to have occurred in 1838, when 
the Bhagirathi rose 29 feet 3! inches above zero at Berham
pore but beyond the mention of the height to which the river 
rose, there is not a single word regarding it on record. Bet
ween 1838 and 1856 there seems to have been no flood of 
importance, for not only is the flood of 1838 referred to in 
1856, but a daily record of the height of the river has been 
kept up since 1848 and shows for certain that no inundation 
occurred between that year and 1856. 

The flood of 1856 rose to 29 feet 2~ inches (61.72 
P.W.D. datum) on the gauge at Berhampore when the embank
ment at Laltakuri burst, and the whole country was under 
water. In that year Berhampore is said to have been crowded 
with raiyats who had escaped from the inundated tracts. 
~he next high flood took place in 1867, when the Bhagirathi 

regIstered 29 feet I!. inches (61.63 P.W.D. datum) over zero 
at Berhampore. ThIS flood was of but short duration and 
but little damage was done, and no embankment breached. 

Since 1867, we have had no less than three extraordinary 
floods; in 1870, the Bhagirathi rose to 29' 6" over zero 
(62'01) P.W.D. datum) and some minor embankments gave 
way. Again in 1871, the river rose to 29' 61" (62.05) and 
would have continued to rise to 30' {" had nc:'t the Laltakuri 
bund burst. 

Lastly, in 1874~ the river touched 29' 1" when the Laltakuri 
embankment agam gave way. I should here mention that 
I have always given the height of the Bhagirathi on the gauge 
at. Berhampore, because that is the only place on the Nadia 
Rlvers where a permanent gauge is kept up, and it therefore 
affords t.he only test for comparing one flood with another. 
The aV~llable mformation regarding former floods is shortly 
summansed as follows ;-

(1) No severe floods appear to have taken place between 
1796 ,:nd 1823. The embankment above Laltakuri probably 
burst m the laiter year. 

(2) The next heavy flood occurred in 1838 but there is 
nothing to show whether the embankments were breached. 

(3) There was no high flood between 1838 and 1856 In 
1856 Laltakuri bund burst. . 

( 4) After an interval of 11 years a high flood occurred in 
1867. The flood was of short duration and was somewhat 
lower than other noted floods. No embankment burst. 

(5) B~tween 1867 and 1874, a space of only 7 years, three 
extraordmary floods took place. The flood of 1871 was the 
most severe flood on reconi. In 1871 and 1874 the Laltakuri 
bund burst, and in 1870, the bund near Berhampore gave way. 



APPENDIX VI-contd. 

It would therefore appear that compared with the earlier 
part of this century severe floods in the lower Ganges and 
.its effluents have undoubtedly increased in frequency and 
severity within the last decade. It will also be noted that 
as a rule, the upper Bhagirathi embankments have breached 
whenever an unusually high flood has occurred. 

The severity of recent floods has been further increased on 
a part of the lower Mathabhanga by certain cut-offs. These 
cut-offs are 4 in number and are situated between Hat Boalia 
(at the head of the lower Mathabhanga) and Munshiganj. The 
distance from the entrance of cut-off No. 1 to the lower end 
of cut-off No. 4 was 221 miles, and the fall in the river 7.05 
feet before the improvements were made. The cut-offs have 
reduced the distance to 9! miles showing a saving of 13 miles, 
and a section of the river, taken before the cut-offs were made, 
with the flood of 1859 marked on it, has furnished the neces
sary data foe calculating the probable effect produced on the 
flood level by shortening the course of the river. 

Careful experiments undertaken on the Mississippi have 
proved that the effect of a cut-off is to lower the flood level 
above and to raise it below the cut. It has also been proved 
that the fall saved by a cut-off is distributed as follows: the 
river above the cut-off is lowered to a height equal to half 
the fall of the river due to the resistance of the channel consi
dered straight, plus the entire fall due to bed resistance, and 
the water below the cut-off is raised (the remainder, namely, 
half the fall) due to the resistance of the channel. The fall 
saved by the cut-off is 4.12 feet of which 0.25 is due to bend 
resistance and 3.87 to the resistance of the channel. Under 
ordinary circumstances therefore the river should be lowered 
2.19 feet above cut-off No. 1 and be raised 1.93 feet below 
cut-off No.4. But in the present case, the first cut-off leaves 
the upper Mathabhanga where the Pangashi (Kumar) sepa
rates from it, and rough[y speaking !ths of the water of the 
former goes down the latter and the increased discharge down 
the lower Mathabhanga, owing to the cut-offs, would only 
lower the upper river 0.54 feet instead of 2.19 feet and conse
quently an additional head of water of 1.65 feet would pass 
down the lower river, and the water below cut-off No.4 would 
be raised by 1.65 feet in addition to 1.93 feet, that is, there 
would be a total additional rise below cut-off No. 4 of 3.58 
feet or say, 31' feet." 

The actual figures as calculated fot flood of 1859 are :-
Upper Mathabhanga 89,589 cusecs 
L<_Jwer Mathabhanga 22,583 
J='angashi . . 65,517 

Armstrong has stated that the effect of the cut-offs would 
be to heap up the water below them and to cause the Matha
bhanga to spill over its bank but that no injurious result would 
follow from this. 

Present off·take-It has already been stated that the old 
off-take of the Jalangi has now become the off-take of the 
Mathabhanga. The original course in 1907-08 was completely 
closed. The present off-take is situated on the vortex of an 
ac~te curve of the Ganges and this point is gradually being 
shlfted downstream. It may be that the course of this river 
~t its head may take the line existing in Major Rennell's time 
III 1781. In that case the river will improve. The presence 
of two courses of the off-take, as in the case of the Gorai, has 
placed the Mathabhanga on a permanent footing and it is a 
p.ositive inference .tha~ the Padma (Ganges) cannot at any 
time out-flank thls Dver, because the Hardinge Bridge at 
Paksey has almost stopped the wild oscillations of the Ganges 
for :: good length both downstream and upstream of it. The 
maXlmum flood level at the entrance during 1924 was 55.75 
5P .W .D . datum) : at Dewanganj 9 miles below the entrance 
It was 53.00 (P.W.D. datum) on 12th September 1924. 
Therefore the flood slope is 3.7 inches per mile. On 14th 
August 1924:-

Entrance gauge 
Dewanganj gauge 
Hanskhali gauge . 

The distance between (1) 
(2) and (3) is 92 miles. 

p 

55.35 
52.75 
26.70 

and (2) is 9 miles and that between 

The flood slope in the upper reach is 3.5 inches per mile. 
In the lower reach it is about 3.4 inches per mile. On 9th 
October 1924 :- . 

Entrance gauge 
Dewanganj gauge 
Hanskhali gauge . 

Flood' slope between (1) and (2) is 3.8" per mile. 
Flood slope between (2) and (3) is 3.21/ per mile. 

52.10 
49.20 
24.85 

The distance between Dcwanganj and the junction of the 
Bhairab and Mathabhanga at Subolpore is 67 miles. 

A gauge was fixed for the Bhairab-Mathabhanga investiga
tion at this junction in 1924. The maximum water level at 
Dewanganj was 53.00 on 13th September 1924 and at Subol
pore, 35.80. Therefore the fall 53.00 35.80 = 17.2 feet in 67 
miles or 3.2 inches per mile, which agrees with the fall calcula
ted in the whole reach from Dewangap.j to Hanskhali. Maxi
mum discharge on 10th September 1924 at Dewanganj was 
24,226 cusecs. The discharge in the Ichamutty mouth was 
about 11,000 cusecs, at the Churni below Ichamutty junction 
9,500 cusecs. 

Notes on the heads of the River Gorai since 1825 
In the oldest map of Bengal prepared by Major Rennell, 

the Ganges was shown flowing below Kushtea and the course 
of the Gorai was indicated by a thin line, flowing from the 
Ganges near Kushtea and running towards the east via 
Kumarkhah. 

Colonel Colebrooke, writing tn 1796, of the numerous chan
nels by which the Ganges discharged its water into the sea, 
remarks that the Gorai and the Chandan a were then the only 
two rivers which were navigable throughout the dry season. 
The Gorai, as stated by Fergusson, was previously a small 
local drainage channel; when a larger volume of water from 
the Ganges was forced into it, the channel could not accommo
date the supply and serious floods in the Mahammadpur region, 
midway between Jessore and Faridpore, resulted at the end 
of the 18th century. Reaks says that after the great flood 
of 1798, the Gorai enlarged and Madhumati, the lower reach 
opened, meeting the sea at Haringhatta. The opening of the 
Mathabhanga is also attributed to this high flood. Inglis in 
the report of the Drainage Committee held in 1907, says that 
in the early part of the 19th century a reflex action set in. 
The waters of the Brahmaputra, which had formerly flowed 
east of the Madhupur jungle, were directed to the west and 
~ncountering the stream of the Ganges threatened to push it 
back through its old distributaries to the west. 

Mr. Wickes in his report, on the deterioration of the Naaia 
Rivers says in 1873 that whenever the Brahmaputra is in flood 
later than the Ganges, the water of the latter will be backed 
up, and more and more water pushed down the Gorai. Major 
Schalch who, in 1821, gave much attention to the subject, was 
satisfied of the inutility of attempting to form an uninterrupted 
communication between the Ganges and Calcutta through either 
of these rivers (Nadia Rivers) and recommended the present 
route by the Gorai and via Khulna, taking advantage of the 
tidal creeks. 

Major Lang in his Memorandum on the Ganges in 1853 says 
that at Kushtea, where the Gorai branches off, the bed of the 
riv~r is very different, and the banks do not give way to the 
actIon of the stream. A deep body of water flows down this 
river uninterruptedly in a bed of limited section, and with a 
current sufficiently strong to prevent the deposit of silt, which 
is thu~ carried down until it reaches the Haringhatta (a pro
longation of the Gorai and Chandana) the bed of which is full 
of sand brought down by these two rivers as shown in the 
sketch. 

Major Lang took sections of the Ganges and Gorai which 
are noted below :~ 

At the Bhagirathi head- ·10th December 1853 
Breadth of Average Sectional Mean velo- Discharges 

surface depth area city in cusecs 
Ft. Ft. S. ft. Ft. per sec. 

2,750 18.69 51,397! 3.2 164,472 
Above the Gorai at A-A-20th January 1854 

2,150 24.70 53,105 2.16 114,706 
Within the Gorai at B-B-19th January 1854 

1,660 18.65 30,959 2.45 75,849 

cxxi 
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Ganges below Surdah-23rd January 1854 
Breadth of Average Sectional Mean velo- Discharges 

surface depth area city in cusecs 
Ft. Ft. S. ft. Ft. per sec. 

2,893 17 49,181 2.40 118,034 

Ganges below separation C-C-January 1854 
1,000 16 16,000 2.54 40,640 

From the above statement of river discharges, it is evident 
that the Gorai was then taking greater discharges, than. the 
Ganges below its off-take. His evidence before the CommIttee 
appointed to enquire into the state of Hooghly in 1854 is that 
"an increased discharge by the Gorai or by any other outlet 
to the eastwards, might injuriously affect the discharge of the 
Nadia Rivers, as the water of the Ganges would be more 
quickly drained off, and the levels in the reaches above, 
lowered more rapidly." 

There is no old record up till 1875 to show the changes of 
the head of this river except the survey map of 1867-68. 

In 1798, the Ganges was flowing close to Kushtea and the 
Gorai entrance was very close to that place. In 1867-68 the 
Ganges shifted about It miles north and Kushtea was about 
the same distance below the Gorai off-take. 

In 1875, Hughes, Executive Engineer, was desired to investi
gate a scheme for a canal from the Ganges in the neighbourhood 
of Kushtea to the Hooghly. 

In a note by the Chief Engineer (Colonel Haig) dated 6th 
August 1875, it was said: "There appear to be two alternative 
routes for the canal--one following the line of Eastern Bengal 
Railway and connecting with the Ganges or Gorai near Kushtea, 
the other starting from a point above the mouth of the Churni 
(Mathabhanga) and running past Krishnagar and up the left 
bank of the J alangi to the Ganges. The first line would cross 
three large and important rivers; the second would cross only 
small drainages. The length of the two lines is about the 
same." 

In his report Mr. Hughes said: "It would no doubt be 
possible at a great cost ~nd some risk, to construct headworks 
to resist the current of the Ganges and to guard them by pro
tective works from being taken in the flank, but the difficulty 
would still remain, that the main stream of the Ganges might 
cut away, desert the headworks and leave a heavy sand bank 
between the head of the canal and the navigable stream of the 
Ganges which would make even the supply by pumping pre
carious. I do not think, it would be possible to dredge 
a channel, a mile or more in length, in a sandy bed with a 
cross current and a falling river, and after giving the subject 
the very best consideration and after careful study of all the 
information on the point, I am obliged to say that I am not 
aware of any practical way by which these difficulties can be 
overcome. It seems to me, however, that a site, in a great 
degree free from these objections, may be found on the Gorai 
below the Eastern Bengal Railway bridge affording a degree 
of security against any very rapid changes of the river in the 
neighbourhood.' , 

After quoting from a description of the Gorai given by 
Bradford Leslie in a paper read at the Institute of the Civil 
Engineers in February 1872, Hughes went on to say-

"It will be seen that even in this case we must be prepared 
to keep open a channel from the headworks to the main stream, 
upwards of 1,000 ft. long, by dredging under very difficult 
circumstances. There is, however, one important objection to 
this site, which must be very carefully weighed before it can 
be finally accepted and that is the great changes at the head 
of the Gorai which have taken place wIthin the last 10 years. 
When I first knew the Gorai in 1867-68, the Ganges flowed 
directly under Kushtea impinging almost directly on the head 
of that river. Since then a large char has formed across the 
entrance, the main stream of the Ganges has shifted in the 
north more than two miles, and the river now draws its supply 
through a sort of inverted delta of minor channels passing 
through the char. The result is that whereas formerly there 
were nowhere less than 20 ft. of water between the Gorai bridge 
and the Ganges, there was only a depth of 4t ft. on the en
trance shoal opposite Hurripore in May last, and training 

works at a cost of Rs. 3,460 were undertaken by the Executive 
Engineer. Nadia Rivers Division, to all?w the f~mine steame~~ 
to pass. which had the effect of deepenmg the nver to 7 t ft: 
(vide Canal and Flood Banks of Bengal by Mr. \Y. A. Inghs, 
C.S.I., pages 445-447). 

In 1870 the entrance of the Gorai sh'ifted about 5 miles to 
the north-~est through the old bed of the Ganges. This lasted 
till 1875 but there is no information available as to where the 
main course of the Ganges was during the period. Possibly 
the Ganges passed through. the northe_rn area. the main course 
of which has been shown m dotted hnes. 

Since 1876 up to 1909, the entrance shifted about 5 miles 
east of Kushtea near Shelaidah. The floods of 1870. 1871, 
and 1874 were very high when the Berhampore gauge rose to 
29' 6i" and 29' i" respectively, corresponding to 62.01, 62.05 
and 61.57 of the Public Works Department datum. 

It is probable that the Ganges forsook its old course via 
Kushtea and took a wide loop along its very old course as 
shown by Major Rennell in his map of 1781. The _existence 
of this bed is still traceable at Bazitpore, about a mlle above 
Pabna. In the report of the Drainage Committee hel?- in 1.907 
('page 29) it is said that "the important change whIch, smce 
about the year 1903, has taken place at the Ganges off-take, 
of the Gorai river is more instructive as illustrating the wide 
limits within which the main Ganges channel is liable to shift, 
a.s also the liability of the experienced observers to err in fore
casting the probable movements of the ~i,:"er." C<l;ptain Sher
will in 1857 remarked that "The Goral IS becoliung broader 
everywhere, its fierce current is cutting rapidly away tts b<l;nk, 
and in a few years it will likely absorb the greater portIon. 
if not all, of the water from the Padda." 

No one then imagined the deterioration of the Gorai. but 
we now find an extensive movement of the Ganges northwards 
leaving Kushtea separated by some 6 or 8 mil_es of sand. from 
the maiIll channel which formerly flowed below It. and senously 
affecting the current of the Gorai. 
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In 1906, Messrs. 1. G. N. and Railway Co. reported to the 
Collector of Nadia regarding the silting up of the Gorai and 
stated that "up to 36 years ago, the Gorai was the recognised 
route for' navigation in the dry season between Calcutta and 
the Ganges and there was a good depth of water for steamers 
and flats to ply an through during the driest month of the 
year. The building of the Eastern Bengal Railway bridge over 
the Gorai diverted traffic from that river to the Barisal route. 
The absence of traffic on-the Gorai caused by the diversion has 
had a great deal to do with the silting up of the river. It is 
utterly impossible for even country boats to find their way 
during the dry season over this route. The Shilaidah mouth of 
the Gorai is steadily deteriorating. When we opened a steamer 
service 15 years ago between Kushtea and Pabna, communica
tion could be maintained throughout the year. It is now inter
rupted during the dry season. It is difficult to exactly assign 
a cause for this deterioration but it no doubt due to changes on 
the Ganges main stream which have sent a large amount of silt 
into the Gorai and absence of any through traffic on that river 
has had its effect in not keeping the silt in suspension and thus 
allowing it to deposit and form a permanent shoal. The railway 
bridge with piers of short spans has no doubt had much to do 
with deterioration of the river. The only thing possible would 
be the use of large dredgers at the intake of the Gorai from the 
Ganges which would clear away the shoals and thus allow a 
large volume of water to find its way into the river." 

The Chief Engineer of Bengal did not support the proposal 
of using spurs and bandals as suggested by the Executive 
Engineer and proposed to use .powerful dredging plant for the 
purpose, and he expressed the opinion that the deterioration was 
not due to building of the railway bridge but to the alteration 
in the course of the main stream of the Ganges. In 1907, Babu 
Haran Chandra Ghosh. Overseer, reported that in 1868 the 
Ganges course was close to Kushtea and the Gorai used to flow 
by this town. 

About the year 1872, the Ganges changed its course and left 
the channel of 1868 as a loop which for some 2 or 3 years 
remained as the entrance, but silted up afterwards. The lower 
part of this channel remained as the entrance of the Gorai and 
hence the Goral had a backwater entranc~ from about 1857. 
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This channel was also silting up and was expected to close 
soon. The Overseer forecasted a change in the head of the 
Gorai within 2 or 3 years when the Ganges might come back 
to its old channel of 1868 and the Gorai river would then have 
direct entrance. 

In 1910-11, the entrance of the Gorai became unnavigable 
by steamers from Pabna to Kushtea in the dry season, and 
Messrs. I. G. N. and Railway Co. referred the fact to the 
Government pointing out the importance of maintaining the 
navigable channel. The dredger "Nemotha" worked in the 
channel from the 19th February to the 18th March 1911, and 
removed the bad shoals. The channel after being dredged, 
improved and a good depth of water was maintained during 
the dry season. 

After the flood season of 1912, the entrance shifted as fore
casted before (vide the report ot the Executive Engineer, dated 
the 13th December 1912). 

"The condition of the Gorai entrance, viz., that portion of 
the river above Kushtea, is better in all respects at present 
than it has been for the last 37 years or so. Since the flood 
season of 1912, the entrance channel has reverted to the course 
which it had abandoned since the year 1875. The length of 
the present entrance channel between its off-take and Kushtea 
is approximately 4 miles against 15 miles by the last year's 
course. In addition the present off-take which is situated 
about It miles below Goalbathan (about 2 miles west of 
Talbaria) is about 15 miles higher up the Ganges than last 
year. The result of this great decrease in length (i.e., 11 miles 
and the entrance being at a higher elevation) is that the 
current is strong and there is not a single shoal except at the 
very entrance. The present entrance channel is of average 
width of 600 ft. and runs between good high banks. 

Last year's entrance at Sadipore opposite Pabna Ghat is now 
practically dry. A char has extended downstream and com
pletely obliterated the channel where dredging operations were 
carried out." A plan showing the Gorai entrance of 1913 was 
prepared by Pandit Matadin Sukul, Executive Engineer. The 
length of the present channel from Talbaria is a little over 
5 miles only. Since 1912, there has not been any important 
change of the head as was noticed at the end of the 19th cen
tury. The present entrance channel has straightened and the 
cutting is near Burkada extending down as far as Renwick's 
workshop. The right bank of the Ganges about 5 miles 
below the Gorai entrance at Talbaria is cutting heavily since 
the opening of this new entrance in 1912 and the village Moha
nagar and Kalorkole channel have now completely merged into 
the Ganges. Since 1913 proper surveys of the entrance and 
taking of cross sections of the channel up to its present junc
tion .with the Kaliganga, about a mile below the Gorai bridge, 
are being annually taken to show the changes of the Gorai 
head. It appears that the construction of the Hardinge bridge 
over the Ganges at Paksey, the course of the Ganges below 
the bridge has been fixed. Abrupt oscillation of the stream 
has ceased at least up to the Gorai head which is about 8 miles 
below the bridge. 

Discharge statement 
Lang in January 1854 found the depth of water at the Gorai 

entrance near Kushtea 18.65 ft. and breadth of surface 1,660 
ft. He calculated the discharge as 75,842 cusecs. 

In 1923 during the flood months discharge observations were 
taken as .pelow :-

1923 

29th August . 
12th September 
;'lrd October . 

Talbaria entrance 
Water level Mean 

(P.W.D. velocity 
datum) 
43.69 
36.83 
39.40 

2.94 
3.48 
3.82 

Discharge 
Cusecs 

189,231 
176,843 
146,102 

P. C. Roy has calculated the Gorai discharge in his note on 
the Bhairab-Mathabhanga project as 2,50,000 cusecs in average 
high flood level. 

The maximum discharge in the Gorai was found in 1923 
about 2,00,000 cusecs by the Subdivisional Officer, Krfshnagar. 

The maximum velocity he observed along the cutting bank 
about t mile below the off-take was 6.25 ft. per second. 

Roy calculated the flood slope for the first 7 miles at 2.65" 
per mile, which agreed with the Subdivisional Officer's observa
tions. 

The Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar, measured the depth 
near the Gorai entrance at Mohanagar, Talbaria at the cutting 
side, about 60 ft. 

Report an the Gorai after the survey of 1923, submitted to 
the Superintending Engineer with this office No. 268, dated the 
20th March 1924. 

Haldar, Executive Engineer, observes that the tendency of 
the entrance to the Gorai as in the case of all such rivers, is 
to move downwards, and at the same' time of the right bank 
of the Ganges to cut more and more and advance towards the 
south. If the apex of the loop of the Ganges which is now 
near the old Gorai entrance, about 5 miles below the present 
entrance, moves down further, there will be a tendency for 
the Bhairamara char to reform and block the Gorai entrance 
unless this also moves downstream simultaneously. 

The Gorai takes off from the Ganges in its lower reaches, 
nearer to the delta than either the Bhairab or Bhagirathi so 
that the Gorai may be called a branch channel of the Ganges, 
by which he means that the conditions of flow which apply to 
the Ganges apply equally to the Gorai, or in other words the 
country through which the Gorai flows is more or less the same 
as that through which the Ganges flows from Kushtea down· 
wards. A river in its lower reaches has comparatively a stea
dier regime than in its upper reaches, so that the Gorai which 
has its off-take much lower down than the Bhairab or Bhagirathi 
has a greater advantage over the latter two rivers. 

The Bhagirathi and Bhairab flow through a fairly high coun
try as compared with the Gorai which passes through a coun
try the natural gradient of which probably suits the slope of 
the river. The Bhairab and Bhagirathi, and particularly the 
latter, have to cut their own channel and adjust their slope by 
innumerable sharp bends and loops to suit the soil which will 
not stand a steeper slope than 4" to 5" per mile. 

The natural slope of the country between the Ganges on the 
east and Bhagirathi on the west is more or less towards the 
south-east and the natural direction of flow whether on the 
surface or through sub-soil is also towards south-east. Any 
river which runs across the natural drainage has to overcome 
a certain amount of hydrostatic pressure of sub-soil water. In 
this respect the Ganges or the Gorai is more favourably aligned 
than either the Bhagirathi, Bhairab or Mathabhanga. The 
natural slope of an alluvial country like Bengal suits the sur
face slope of the rivers which have in fact built up the land 
to their natural gradient. 

Another important factor which influences the regime of river 
is the extent of the spill. The Bhagirathi flows through a high 
country and does not spill over its bank, or through any branch 
channels; on the other hand, there are many feeder channels 
which check the supply from the Ganges and thereby have a 
tendency to deteriorate the entrance and the upper reaches 
above these feeders. In the case of the Bhairab or Matha
bhanga though they spill over their banks, such spills are of 
a very restricted nature and occur only during very high 
floods. All the spill channels of these rivers in the Nadia and 
Jessore districts which could draw water and help to keep there 
rivers in a better condition have deteriorated in course of time 
from natural causes and also on account of artificial obstruc
tions. The Gorai in this respect has great advantage over the 
other three rivers, in that not only it can spill over its banks 
but there are many spill channels which draw water and pre
vent deterioration of the Gorai river, further development of 
which however is restricted by the Eastern Bengal Railway 
bridge which is only 7 miles below the entrance. From the 
discharge curves submitted with this office No. 268 S.E., dated 
the 20th March 1924, it will be observed that though the 
Bhagirathi curve runs parallel to the Gorai curve, the latter 
rises steeper above a certain level of the Ganges, showing that 
the Gorai can absorb an increasing greater discharge on ac
count of its spills than either the Bhagirathi or the other two 
rivers. 
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The mean velocities will show that the Gorai has a much 
steadier regime than any of the others. A higher mean velo
city at any particular period does not necessarily indicate a 
better condition ; on the other hand, it indicates great fluctua
tion of discharge and surface slope which is very detrimental 
to the regime of a river. 

Gorai-Kushtea Manikdaha 
Mathabhanga-Dewanganj 

Hanskhali 
Bhairab-Akriganj Swarupganj 
Bhagirathi-Dhulian Swarup

ganj 

Average fall per mile 
r----------A---------~ 

On 25th On 15th 
August 1923 September 1923 

0.22 ft. 0.19 ft. 

0.28 ft. 
0.23 ft. 

0.30 ft. 

0.24 ft. 
0.20 ft. 

0.28 ft. 

The average fall per mile is less in the case of the Gorai than 
in the case of the other three rivers and is probably 'as much 
as the soil can bear, thus avoiding erosion of banks, and too 
many bends. And as the G~rai takes off from. the Ganges 
lower down, it has to deal wIth less sand and SlIt than tJ:;e 
other rivers and the surface slope is sufficient to di~pose of thls 
sand and silt by depositing them on the areas spIlled over. 

The remedy of these dying rivers he has suggested is 
to realign Some other spill channels to run across low areas 
and remove other artificial obstructions so as to enable them 
to draw as much water as possible through these rivers and 
consequently from their parent river the Ganges. 

This will improve the sanitation of certain tracts of the 
Nadia and Jessore districts and improve the fertility of the 
soil for which purpose, the renewal of these rivers is needed. 

Embankments (MlIrshidabad) 

In the Murshidabad Gazetteer, page 118, it is noted that the 
early manuscript records of the Board of Revenue are full of 
letters concerning the embankments ~f Murshidabad. It w~s, 
in theory, the dut¥ of the neighbo~nng landowners t? mam
tain them in good order, and to repaIr the breaches whlch were 
caused by the floods almost every successive year. As a matter 
of fact, the Government was habitually compelled by the 
default of the zemindars to undertake the works, and was left 
to recover the expenditure from the parties primarily liable as 
best it could. In the year 1800, the -Collector was directed 
to furnish the Superintendent of Embankments with Rs. 32,788 
for the n6cessary repairs of that year, and was authorized to 
put up for sale the lands of the zemindars in order to recover 
the balance due on this account for the preceding year. In 
the same year, the Government undertook the construction of 
a new embankment at Katigacha-possibly the present Ganges
Bhagirathi embankment running close to the village Kulgachi-
at its own cost, and gave compensation to the zemindars for 
the land thus acquired. It would appear that this was the 
first embankment in Bengal constructed with pucca masonry 
sluices for it was represented as a model on this account to the 
Collector of J essore. In those days, the banks of the Bhagirathi 
above the city of Murshidabad were under the special charge 
of the Superintendent of Embankments who was in some sense 
independent of the ordinary executive officials. 

Wickes in his report on certain proposals by the Agent and 
Engineer of the Eastern Bengal Railway for protecting that 
line from the effects of floods during 1875 mentioned that the 
Bhagirathi embankments were probably severely breached a few 
miles above Laltakuri by the flood of 1823, as embankments 
known to have been constructed after the flood of 1796 were 
shown in the map of 1827 with large breaches repaired with 
semi-circular retired bunds round them. 

There were then no important embankments on the banks of 
the upper Mathabhanga as the floods of that year topped the 
banks and rushed across country, cutting out a new channel 
8 miles in length-, to the Kumar river. The next breach which 
occurred in the embankment at Laltakuri, was during the flood 
of 1856 when the gauge at Berhampore read 61.71 (P.W.D. 
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datum) . The whole country was under water and the people 
who had escaped from the inundated tracts crowded the town 
of Berhampore. During the floods of 1871 and 1874, the said 
embankment at Laltakuri again breached and an immense 
volume of water, not less than 50,000 cusecs, passed through 
the breach in 1871. The direction of flow is shown in the ac
companying map. This volume backed up the Jalangi and 
caused it to spill over to the Mathabhanga with the result that 
the private embankments on the east bank of the Mathabhanga 
in its upper reaches gave way and the railway line near Bogula 
was breached. In 1870, the embankment near Berhampore 
burst. 

In 1880, Vertannes, Superintending Engineer, South-Western 
Circle, speciiied the following embankments as maintainable by 
the Government (vide Canals and Flood Banks of Bengal by 
Mr_ Inglis):-

1. Embankment, 63 miles in length, on the left bank 
of the Bhagirathi river, KUlgachi about 10 miles 
below Jangipore down to Plassey. 

II. Embankment, 25 miles in length, on the right bank 
of the Ganges from Byra to Akriganj, 10 miles below 
Bhagwangola. 

Ill. Embankment, called the Ganges cross embankment, 
from Kulgachi to Byra, connecting the upper ends 
of the above two embankments. 

In 1879, the embankment on the Bhagirathi above Ber
hampore was breached. 

Wickes, Executive Engineer, in 1875 proposed that a retired 
line of embankment should be constructed from Jiaganj to 
Bhagwangola effectually to control the catastrophe caused by 
the floods of 1871 and 1874 by breaching the Laltakuri 
embankment. 

Vertannes objected, saying that this cross embankment will 
increase the discharge of flood waters of the Ganges into the 
Bhagirathi. The flOOd-level, he observed, at Bhagwangola .was 
about 6 feet higher than that of the Bhagirathi at Jiaganj. 
This will cause undue rise in flood level at and below Jiaganj 
and would cause great damage below Berhampore and 
Murshidabad than th() breaching at Laltakuri. Levinge ex
pressed in favour of the cross embankment but did not recom
mend for the marginal embankment to be abandoned. He said 
that the Ganges embankment from Bhagwangola to Byra, the 
cross bund from Byra to Kulgachi and the Bhagirathi embank
ment from the latter place to Chitpore should be maintained 
and the Jiaganj and Bhagwangola road should be embanked. 
Wickes had proposed to make a sluice in the cross embankment 
to pass off local drainage and impounded flood water. 
Levinge suggested cutting a drain to the Bhagirathi instead. In 
1885, which was a year of very high flood, the embankment 
breached again at Laltakuri. The floot! was of long duration, 
and the observations made rather tend to show that the effect 
of a breach at Laltakuri might extend as far as Bagula. The 
breach occurred on the 23rd August, and water continued to 
pass through the gap till the end of September and the discharge 
through the breach was about 50,000 cusecs. On the 9tb 
September, water topped the rails near Bagula Railway statiOIl 
and the bank gave way. The flood then passed along the 
Ichamutty and breached also the Central Bengal Railway to 
the east of Bongong. 

The report of T. Beatty, C.E., sent to the Collector of Nadia 
in 1882, says, "I do not consider that any of the embank
ments on the left bank of the Bhagirathi river below Plassey 
are of sufficient importance to be maintained, and I am of 
opinion that the country affected by them would be very much 
benefited if they were done away with-the floods in the 
Bhagirathi below Plassey never being of such severity as those 
in the reaches of the river above. Nearly everyone of these 
embankments (there are four altogether) consists chi~fly of 
bunds across the mouths of bils or over low lands leading to bils, 
and their effect is to prevent either the bil water flowing out, 
or fresh water from the river reaching the bil. It the existing 
bunds are cut away, the floods in the lower reaches of the river 
would never, I believe, be so severe as to give any cause of 
anxiety, the billands would gradually silt up and become every 
year more and more valuable for cultivation purposes. Open 
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cuts would require to be made in a few cases to connect the bils 
with the river, and might easily be effected at a small cost by 
District Board Cess Committee. 

The next and the highest floods on record occurred in 1890 
when the gauge at Berhampore rose to 30' Iii" (63.47 P.W.D. 
datum) on the 14th August. The rainfall up to August of the 
year was 44.11 inches against 34.45 inches in 1889 and 39.56 
in 1888. The Bhagirathi embankment at Laltakuri was 
breached. 

The embankment was again breached in 1907 but it did not 
cause damage. In 1906 the Bhagirathi rose very high and was 
only 7 inches lower than the highest flood level of 1890 but no 
damage to embankment was caused. 

A list of Government embankments under schedule D of 
Act VI (B.C.) of 1873 in charge of the Nadia Rivers Division 
is given beow (vide page 44 of the Irrigation Manual, 
Vol. II):-

No. 94-Bhagirathi embankment-Bhagwangola to 
Plassey-58 miles--740 ft. 

No. 94A-Moula cross bund-O mile-507 ft. 
No. 94B-Ganges embankment-Bhagwangollt to Dad

mati-IO miles--2,980 ft. 
No. 94C-Ganges Bhagirathi embankment-Bhagwangola 

to Kulgachi-15 miles--3,S03 ft. 
No. 95-Kachikatta embankment-Lakhipore to Par

krishnapur-O mile-5,220 ft. 

This class of schedule D embankment is the property of 
Government and the cost of maintenance of which is a charge 
against provincial revenue. 

In 1896, the cross embankment by raising the Bhagwangola 
road was approved by Colonel McArthur and D. B. Horn and 
the estimate was sanctioned. In Bengal Government notifica
tion No. 149, dated the 20th May 1901 (File 2E-22, A pro
ceedings for June 1901, Nos. 1-9), it was declared that the 
portion of the Bhagirathi embankment No. 94, situated between 
the new Bhagwangola retired line and the north-east corner 
near the 69th mile stone, would be no longer retained in 
schedule D of the Embankment Act. 

The Bhagwangola retired line (the cross embankment from 
Jiaganj to Bhagwangola) was finished in the year 1901-1902. 
Upon the completion of this retired fine, 17 miles of the old 
embankment on the left bank of the Bhagirathi, including 
several retired lines at the famous Laltakuri breach, were aban
doned. As this embankment was still intact, a cut was made 
in it just above the new retired line at the request of the 'culti
vators, to allow the inundation water to spill over the country 
as the flood rose. 

In 1904, there was a high flood in the Bhagirathi, reaching 
30 ft. on the Berhampore gauge. The houses in the exposed 
area outside the retired line suffered largely. The suffering 
people could not be induced to take agricultural loans to build 
their huts on raised mounds, which they refused saying that 
they could not take loans as they would have no means of 
repaying them. As some of the inhabitants in the exposed 
area had tried to cut the embankment, arrangements had peen 
made and approved in Bengal Government letter No. 379J, 
dated the 17th January 1905 (File 2E-5, A Proceedings for 
October 1905, Nos. 60-8S), to the Commissioner, by which a 
police guard is placed on the embankment whenever the flood 
rises to 59.00 on the gauge at the embankment. 

Embankment in the Nadia district 

In the Nadia district there are no embankments of much 
importance and the country is to a large extent open to free 
spilling when the rivers are very high. 

Sadar 

(27) Shambhunagar bund. Length is nearly a mile and it 
is situated on the right bank of the lower Mathabhanga. 

(28) Nowda bund. Stands on the left bank of the lower 
Mathabhanga near Nowda village. It is a raiyati bund. 

... 

(29) Mathurapur bund. This also stands on the left bank 
of the river and belongs to raiyats. 

(30) Sharna khal embankment is situated between Durga
pore and Paikpara. It belongs to Public Works Department. 
Its length is 2,000 ft. 

(31) Chandanagar embankment stands on the right bank 
of the lower Mathabhanga. 

(32) Hanskhali bund. Closes the mouth of the Anjona river 
(Helar khal). Its length is about 200 ft. 

(33) An embankment is wanted along the right bank of the 
river Mathabhanga from below Sibnibas to Gobindapur oppo
site to Hanskhali. The whole of this bank is overflooded 
during high floods, and the portion of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway from Kissenganj to Bagula and the first 3 miles of 
the Bagula-Krishnagar road are affected very greatly. 

Ranaghat 
(34) Antollee bund. This is a small bund on the right 

bank of the Churni, just opposite to Ranaghat. It is 200 ft. 
long. The zemindars maintain it. 

(3S) Moraghata bund. This is a raiyati bund It stands 
across the entrance of a baor. 

(36) Garh-Santipore embankment. This is a very import
ant embankment constructed by the Maharaja of Nadia some 
years ago. It is now maintained at the expense of the Nadia 
Estate. Length three-fourths of a mile. 

Sadar 
(37) Pabakhali embankment was constructed by the Eastern 
Bengal Railway over a khal excavated by them for conducting 
Ichamutty floods into the interior in order to alleviate the 
pressure of flood waters on the portion of the railway between 
Pabakhali and Bagula. 

(38) There is a bund at the entrance of a baor near Peepul
beria, situated on the right bank of the Ichamutty. The 
raiyats repair it. 

(39) Between Toongy and Bazanghat there were five bunds 
on the left bank of the Ichamutty over the five khals-Arjoon
khali, Goalkhali, Mundikhali, Pantikhali and Rudrakhali 
maintained by raiyats. 

(40) Matiaghata embankment. This is a Public Works De
partment embankment situated near Poraghacha along the 
left bank of a Nullah called Zhore which receives Gangetic 
supply through lower Mathabhanga. The length of embank
ment is I,SOO ft. 

(41) Shakrakhali bund. This is a Public Works Depart
ment bund having a length of 200 ft. It stands over a khal 
known as Shakrakhali khal, situated near Bansberia Factory. 

(42) Cooly khal embankment is situated near Bhagwanpore. 
Length is 2,000 ft. It belongs to the Public Works 
Department. 

(43) Juran embankment. This is also a Pubic Works De
partment embankment. It stands near Bhatisalla and' is one 
mile in length. Some part of it has suffered very greatly from 
the late flood. 

(44) Cow-Chunny bund is situated near Tangra village 
measuring 800 ft. in length. It is also under the care of 
the Public Works Department. 

(4S) Shoomer Katta bund.· It is 400 ft. long. It belongs 
to the Public Works Department. 

(46) Patoa embankment. This embankment is situated 
near Gatcha. Its length is one mile. It is under the care 
of the Public Works Department. 

The outlay required for the repairs of the Public Works 
Department embankments noted in paragraphs (30), (40), 
(41). (42), (43), (45) and (46) of this report has been esti
mated cost of repairs to the Kachikatta embankment men· 
tioned in paragraph (13) is Rs. 300. 

(47) Jalangi embankment. This embankment commences 
from the southern side of the village Mohutpore, and running 
along the left bank of the Jalangi via Banagalchi, Chapra, 
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Gokhrapota. lladra. Andulia. IIatisala and many other villages. 
terminates at Tehetta. It is about 42t miles in length; it 
exists from the time immemorial. In the year 1868. or thereabout 
the whole of this embankment was repaired at Government ex
pense. The zemindars and raiyats who derive direct benefit 
from it sometimes effect partial repairs to it when they anti
cipate high floods, but that does not prevent its gradual dete
rioration.. It was in fact very badly in want of repairs when the 
last flood visited and over-topped it, and the damage therefore 
has been very considerable. Some parts of it have been cut 
away by the Jalangi. The raiyats have constructed retired 
lines at such places. but the diversions thus made scarcely 
deserve the name "embankment." The outlay required to 
place it in an efficient condition is Rs. 18,000. This, of course, 
will cover the expense of diversions. raisings and all other im
provements which are needed in order to secure the desired effi
ciency. This is the most important embankment of the district. 
On the failure of the Bhagirathi embankment. floods come down 
via Kalantar (the portion of the country between Berhampore 
and Tehatta is known by the name from its being at a com
paratively lower level) and joining with that of the Jalangi 
spills over the left bank of it, presses transversely against the 
embankment and on the failure of this. inundates a large por
tion of the Sadar called Bonaj, and there joining again with the 
Mathabhanga river overtops the left bank of it and affects the 
Eastern Bengal Railway bund in some parts of Ranaghat and 
Bongong Subdivision. The floods in the lower Mathabhanga 
between Kissenganj and Arunghatta have never been known to 
overtop the left bank of it before such union being effected. 
Near Chapra, there are three lines of embankments. This is 
owing to the gradual shifting of the course of the J alangi. 
The necessity of constructon and maintenance of such an ex
tensive and costly line of embankment may be avoided 
altogether if the portion of the Krishnagar and Meherpore road 
between Bhanderkholla, north of Krishnagar and Chapra, be 
raised quite clear of the high floods. and the Chapra and TehaUa 
road be raised sufficiently and made watertight. 

(48) Beerpur bund is situated on the right bank of the 
Jalangi over a khal called Beerpur khal. 

(49) Sahebnagar bund. This stands at the entrance of 
Hanshadanaga khal near Sahebnagar on the right bank of the 
Jalangi river. Length 200 ft. only. 

(50) Shambhunagar embankment. This embankment lies 
between Krishnagar and Shambhunagar. It is nearly a mile in 
length. Originally it was constructed by the Public Works 
Department at a cost of Rs. 3.500 or thereabout. A portion of 
this embankment has been cut away by the Jalangi and the 
other parts have been damaged by the late flood. The probable 
cost of repair is Rs. 1,500. This embankment serves as a village 
road as well. 

(51) Shamnagar bund. This bund stands over a khal called 
Shamnagar khal, which is on the left bank of the Jalangi. This 
is a raiyati embankment. 

Bhagirathi embankment 

(52) Manikdihi bund. This bund which stands alongside 
the left bank of the Bhagirathi river was originally construct
ed by raiyats. In the year 1871, it was entirely washed 
away by the flood, and it was reconstructed during the famine 
of 1874 as a relief work. 

( 53 ) Shazna bund stands over a low land west of Shazna 
and about a mile north of Mera Bazar. It is nearly half a mile 
in length. Formerly there was a raiyati embankment here 
which was destroyed by the high flood which visited this 
district in the year 1871. In the year 1874, it was reconstruct
ed at Government expense as a relief work. 

54) Lakhuria bund. It stands over a khal through which 
Bhagirathi flood may enter into the interior. In the year 1874 
it was repaired thoroughly at Government expense as a relief 
work. Formerly the zemindars used to maintain it at their own 
expense. 

(55) There is a long series of embankments along the left 
bank of the Bhagirathi from Kaliganj down to Gobra. The 
principal bunds among them are Kaliganj thana bund. Hari
o;>.thpore bund, Calcutta khal bund, Dhapra, Debrine khal 

bund, Juranpore bund and Gobra bund The total length of 
this series is nearly seven miles. Formerly raiyats and 
zemindars used to construct and repair these embankmeots. 
But in the year 1874. when this part of the country was visited 
by a famine. the bunds were improved and repaired at the 
Government expense as a relief work. And since that year 
very little repairs have been done to them by raiyats. During 
the last flood. when the Bhagirathi rose very high. some repairs 
were effected by them to some parts of this long line of em
bankments under pressure from the Magistrate, who deputed an 
Overseer in order to help the raiyats by professional advice. 

(56) The next series begins from Bassatpore and passing via 
Metiari terminated at Khosalpore bazar, south of Chakundy. 
The principal bunds in this series are Bublary bund, Metiari 
bund and Solua bund. which are maintained by the Baboos of 
Metiary. In 1874, the bund round Matiary and those on the 
north of the villa-ge were improved at Government expense as 
a relief work. The total length of this line of embankment is 
about 6 miles. 

(57) Kushoari bund. This bund is situated at the entrance 
of Sangapara bil. which conducts the Bhagirathi flood into the 
interior and inundates the villages Akhandbaria, Mazirgong, 
and many others. Length 1.500 feet. It belongs to the 
raiyats. 

(58) Nishindpore bund lies between Modandanga and Gote
para. Its length is about 2~ miles. In 1874 it was constructed 
at the Government cost of Rs. 2,000 or thereabout. Formerly 
there was a bund here which was carried away almost entirely 
by the flood of 1871. 

(59) Bowalia bund stands over Borobeela khal near Sultan
pore. Its length is nearly half a mile. The raiyats repair it 
at their own expense. 

(60) Madia bunds lie between Gotepara and Jhowdanga. 
They together measure l! miles in length and belong to raiyats 
who repair them. 

(61) Dadupore bunds. There are three bunds in the proxi
mity of Dadupore village over and along the side of Gutoa bil. 
Their total length is about 2.000 ft. These are rayati bunds 
and maintained by them. 

(62) Shudhogarahpore bund. This bund stands along the 
side of Mirzapore khal between Kasiadanga and Jhowdanga. 
Its length is about a mile and a half. It is in existence from 
time immemorial. 

(63) Kasiadanga bund runs along the left bank of the 
Bhagirathi. Length 700 feet. 

(64) Chandanpore bund. This is a small bund over 
Kurgaria khal which connects the Bhagirathi with the Gurguria 
Nulla. Length 400 feet. 

(65) Nuttakuria bund commences from Kurkuria and runs 
down to the mouth of Beeshu Lukhi baor. It is one mile in 
length. The rniyats repair it. 

(66) Nadia embankment. There are embankments on three 
sides of the town of Nadia which is surrounded by the Bhagi. 
rathi. These embankments are of long standing. The Nadia 
Municipality maintains them. 

(67) There is an embankment along the side of Hanshadanga 
khal from Gummaghar to Chowgacha. It is ! mile in length. 
The embankment was originally constructed at Governmen1 
expense during the famine of 1874. The raiyats repair it now 
This is one of the most important bunds on the right bank of 
the J alangi river. 

Meherpore 

(68) Ekubpore bund is situated on the right bank of the 
upper. Mathabhanga between Bamandi and Ek~l?~ore. Length 
8t miles. It was constructed by the Subdlvlslonal Officer, 
Meherpore by raisng subscriptions. 

(69) Gangni bund is a raiyati bund over a khal near Gangni 
village. It is 1,200 feet long. 

(70) There was an old embankment from Tehatta to Ram
chandrapore.. Some parts of it have been cut away by the 
Jalangi. It was originally constructed by indigo planters. 
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(71) Srirampore khal bund. The people constructed the 
bund over the khal. 

(72) A new embankUlent is required between Sadhupur and 
Lalnagar. It is to pass via Narainpore. Length will be about 
5 miles. There was an embankment here which was partly cut 
away by the Jalangi and partly destroyed by the floods of 
1871 and 1872. 

(i3) Peerpore and Fulia embankment was a raiyati embank
ment between the villages named above. 

(74) An embankment is wanted between 'Fulia and Ram
nagar Factory via Nobingunj market. 

(75) Hanspukuria bunds. There were three bunds on three 
khals on the right bank of the Jalangi in the village. These 
bunds were constructed by raiyats. 

(76) Iswarchandrapore bund is situated on the right bank 
of the Jalangi. It was a raiyati bund. 

(77) Sahebnagar bund. These bunds are over a khal near 
Sahe,briagar village which is on ~he right bank of the J alangi. 
They together measure 360 feet III length. 

From the above description of the embankments, it will be 
seen that some of the important embankments only were re
paired and others merged into the rivers or gradually were 
washed away by successive floods and rains, no care of them 
having been taken. 

A further report of the District Engineer on the failure of 
Laltakuri bund is as follows:-

"On the failure of Laltakuri bund, the Bhagirathi flood takes 
the direction indicated by arrows on the accompanying map, * 
and joining with the floods in the J alangi and Mathabhanga 
rivers passes off towards the Sundarbans with great rush, 
causing considerable damage to almost all of the Saddar, 
southern part of Meherpore, south-western part of Chuadanga, 
some part of Ranaghat and nearly the whole of Bongong sub
divisions. 

The route described above comprises low land, locally 
called Kalantar and Bonaj, having a continuous fall towards 
the south-east and the fall per mile of the portions lying 
between Berhampore and Chapra being much greater than 
that of the bed of the Bhagirathi below Berhampore. A good 
portion of the Bhagirathi flood comes down this wayan the 
failure of the embankment and in course of 4 or 5 days the 
Jalangi from Ramchandrapur down to a mile south of Doya
bazar rises very considerably, and destroying the embankments 
it has along the left bank of it and passing over the highly 
embanked roads from Krishnagar to Meherpore and Krishnagar 
to Kissenganj, joins with Mathabhanga between Kissenganj and 
Hanskhali, and in another four days is pressed against the 
railway embankment between Ichamutty bridge and Bogula 
station, spilling over the left bank of the river." 

In Bengal Government letter of 21st July 1880 to the 
Commissioner (Mr. J. Monro), it was believed that much of 
the damage of the above embankments durjng the floods of 
~879 was d~e to the breaches of the Bhagirathi embankment 
m the Murshidabad district which had since been repaired. It 
was further said that if any of the embankments were to be 
maintained by Government officers, they should be brought 
under the Embankment Act and the cost assessed on the land 
owners. 

*Not reproduced.-A.M. 

Mostly the above embankments were in short lengths, 
closing spill channels and were also apparently used as dams 
to retain water in the bils after the inundation. 

In respect to the Jalangi, Mr. Vertannes, considered that it 
was not advisable to retain the embankments generally. He 
said:-

"There may. however, be portions of these embankments 
lying across natural hollows or inundation channels, and which 
would be necessary to retain in order to prevent the inundation 
water from needlessly damaging the crops at every rise of the 
river.' , 

In the case of the Mathabhanga he said: "The total number 
and length of embankments on this river is 19 and 43 miles, 
respectively. They are the most important in the district. I 
am of opinion that some of the embankments on this river 
interfere seriously with its discharge during inundation, and 
should be removed, specially Nos. 25, 26 and 31 ; to the 
existence of these embankments must also be attributed the 
sudden rise of the flood waters at Kissenganj during the in7 
undation of 1879. I am further of opinion that the roads 
leading to the town of Krishnagar from Bagula, Kissenganj and 
Ranaghat should have sufficient waterway provided jn them 
for the discharge of the spill waters of the Mathabhanga river 
during inundat[on. 

It does not appear that any action has since been taken to 
remove these embankments. The flood water is however not 
greatly affected by such private works as are now in existence. 
Since the Act II (B.C.) of 1882 is in force no additions to 
these embankments nor construction of any new embankment 
has been made. The zemindary embankments have either 
been washed away by the rivers encroaching on. them, or have 
been almost levelled to the ground for want of repairs. 

The people put cross dams over many of the spill khals till 
their aus crops are reaped and open them in the end of Septem
ber or in the beginning of October to obtain flood water into 
their fields. 

The Act of 1873 was modified and expanded in some respects 
by the Act of 1882. General power was taken to prevent the 
unauthorized construction of, or addition to, an embankment 
in a natified area, whether it might affect an existing public 
embankment or not. 

Under the Act of 1873 (section 34) the berms of embank
ments in charge of the officers of Government had been made 
to vest in Government. It had been found difficult to deftne 
what the limits of such berms were and whether or not they 
included the lands from which earth has to be taken for re
pairs. In the Act of 1882, it was provided (section 5) that 
the right of Government in these side lands shall be limited 
to an easement as to the taking of earth for repairs from lands 
which had been customarily used for that purpose before the 
commencement of the Act. 

An additio::l of much practical value was that (sections 63 
to 67) which provided for the estimation of the probabie cost 
of upkeep of an embankment or water course for a series of 
years and for the formation of a contract between Government 
and the persons responsible for the upkeep, by which Govern
ment undertakes the work of maintenance for a fixed annual 
sum. This greatly simplifies the procedure in apportioning the 
charges to the estates concerned. 
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The Chief Manufactures of Murshidabad District 

Extracts from "A STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF BENGAL" 

Volume IX-pp. 148-68 

By W. \V. HUNTER, B.A., L.L.D. 

Manufactures-The chief manufacture of Murshidabad 
District consists of the winding of silk. The following descrip
tion is taken from the report of the Revenue Surveyor, dated 
1857 ; but it must be recollected that since that time the silk 
trade of Bengal has considerably fallen off, owing to increasing 
competition from China and the south of Europe :_ 

'Silk filatures are found all over the District, wherever the 
mulberry will thrive, the property either of European or native 
merchants. The large factories belong almost exclusively to 
the former. The silk of Bengal is chiefly classed according to 
the old Residencies or head factories of the East India Com
pany, that of Murshidabad being called Kasimbazar. It has 
already been mentioned (p. 100) that mulberry field;; are much 
more valuable than any others, except the little plots on which 
pan is grown; but as the quality of the silk mainly depends 
on a full supply of good and fresh leaves to the worms, so the 
demand for mulberry constantly fluctuates, according as silk
worms are plentiful or otherwise. Sometimes, when worms are 
plentiful, the leaf is worth Rs. 2 per coolie load; when the 
worms fail, it is merely used as fodder for cattle, in the latter 
case not paying for the rent of the land. In favourable sea
sons, the gain to t'he mulberry-grower is great. The cocoons, 
owing. to the natives feeding their worms on the least possible 
quantity of mulberry, have greatly decreased of late years in 
quality and size. During the time that the Company worked 
the filatures, fresh stock from China and France was yearly 
brought to recruit the supply in this country. This practice 
has also been resorted to of late years, in the filatures of some 
of the European merchants. There are in each year three sea
sons, locally termed bands, of hatching the eggs, spinning and 
gathering the cocoons. The November band, from 1st October 
to end of February; March band, from 1st March to 30th June; 
July (or barsat) band, from 1st July to 30th September. The 
worms thrive best in the cold season, and the silk is then better 
in quality, and much more valuable. The March band is not 
so-good, and the rainy-season band the worst. A quantity of 
cocoons are selected and kept for stock, which are termed 
sanchu, and are very valuable. Natives travel sixty and eighty 
miles from their homes to obtain worms of a good breed, or 
from localities noted for early breeding. These are taken by the 
purchasers to their homes and carefully kept; a few days after 
the moths come out they lay their eggs, which are hatched in 
about ten or twelve days. The young worms require the greatest 
care and attention. They must be fed daily. They must be 
kept perfectly clean, and, above ftll, defended from the attacks 
of the ichneumonfly, which selects the finest worms in which 
to insert its eggs; and all dead worms must be immediately 
removed. Worms attacked by the iChneumonfly spin as usual, 
perhaps somewhat earlier, and the change to chrysalis is effec
ted about the time that the fly's grub comes to life. It then 
feeds on the chrysalis, and eventually eating its way through 
the cocoons, destroys its value. From the time the worm 
leaves the egg to its beginning to spin, a month or six weeks 
elapses, according to the season of the year, the longest period 
being in the cold season. About three or four days are occu
pied by them in spinning. 

'The manufacturer generally advances money to the rayat 
for the purchase of worms and mulberry plant; and in such 
cases a small reduction in price is generally made by the rayat 
for his cocoons. But the risk In advancing money is great; 
because, should anything happen to the worms or cocoons to 
decrease the quality or quantity of the silk, or perhaps destroy 
the yield altogether, the rayats are generally too poor to repay 
the advance. In Murshidabad District cocoons are purchased 
by number. In Rajshahi, the adjoining District across the 
Ganges, by weight. Of the two, the first system is perhaps 

more generally preferred by the purchaser. During t~e Novem
ber and March band, it is usual to put the cocoons III the sun 
for five or six days. Charpais stuck up on en?, mats, cloths, 
-all kinds of things may be seen used for placlOg them upon. 
They are then baked, and will c:are keep for a month: or more, 
affording ample time for worklOg off. But the ramy-season 
band must be worked off at once, or the chrysalis changes, the 
moth "cuts out," and the cocoon is spoilt. It ~s nec~ssary to 
heat the water in which the cocoons are kep.t whllst belOg sPU? 
off, in order to dissolve the gluten that _bmds the fine fab!1c 
together Under the old system, each palr of katanls. or sp~n
ners had to be provided with a fireplace, to heat thelr basms 
of boiling water. It required about 100 maunds of w.o0d, eac.h 
maund containing 60 sers, to work off one maund of sllk. Thls 
quantity of wood used formerly to cost Rs. 12; but of late 
years (1857) the price has risen to doubl~ that sum. The wood 
is chietly brought from the forests of Ra]mahal. The consu~p
tion, however, has been so excessive as.to lead t? th~ adoptlOn 
of a more economical process. Steam 1S now bemg l!1troduced 
to heat the water, the spinning-room being fitted wlth a fur
nace boiler and steam main pipes. These latter pass along
side the ro":s of basins of water, with which they are connected 
by smaller pipes furnished with stop-cocks. ~he rush of he~ted 
steam into the basin of water at once heats It t? the. reqUlred 
temperature. By its use, besides l?feater cleanllness m work
ing off the silk from the absence of soot-flakes, ash-dust, etc., 
which were caused by the numerous :f).res of the old system, 
there is a great saving in consumption of fuel.. The expense 
in altering the old filatures is donbtless the chief cause why 
steam has not been already introduced into all, coupled, per
haps, with the indisposition to change felt by the natives. The 
katanis or winders receive wages at the rate of Rs. 5 per month. 
The pakdars, who supply or feed the thread with fibres f:om 
the cocoons, as one after another is expended and thrown aSlde, 
receive Rs. 3 per month. The dexterity t~ey acq?ir~ in hand
ling the cocoons and keeping up the supply IS astomshmg. The 
pakdars are generally young boys or .girls,. wJ;lo ~et promotion 
to spinners after a few years. In RaJshahl Dlstnct, 1J.cross the 
Ganges women and girls are not employed. Advances have 
also to' be made to these people, and their death or desertion 
often entails serious losses on manufacturers. 

'Besides those who are occupied as above mentioned, weaving 
the silk prepared in the many small native banaks or filatures 
also affords employment to a great number of hands. Ko!'as, 
saris, bandannas, etc. are prepared by these weavers, of vanous 
colours and patterns. The chief colours are white, green, 
scarlet, and yellow. Silk pieces of almost any coloured tartan 
can be had to order if a pattern be given to guide the work
men. Handkerchiefs are made plain or stamped, of various 
colours, the stamp used being a coarse wooden one: 

The Collector, in his Administratioll Report of 1872-73, 
stated that the silk industry was reviving as compared with its 
condition in 1870, the year of the Franco-German war; but 
that it had greatly declined during the previous thirty or forty 
years. Mr. Cristoforis, an Italian gentleman in charge of 
filatures in the District, had tried some years before to natur
alize Japanese silkworms, and was at first partially successful. 
The skein reeled from these worms was pronounced by the 
Silk Committee of the Agricultural Society to be worth Rs. 27 
per sel', nearly double the price of ordinary Bengal silk. His 
next experiment, however, failed; and it is to be feared that 
the Japanese worm degenerates in the climate of Bengal. In 
1872 the Collector estimated that the total number of filatures 
in the District, large and small, including those worked by 
natives, amounted to 334. Among the European owners, the 
most prominent names are Messrs Watson & Co., Messrs James 
Lyall & Co., and Messrs Louis Payen & Co. Of the total 
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number of filatures, no less than 110 lie in thana Barwa, due 
south of the civil station of Barhampur. 

The total annual export of wound ~ilk from Murshidabad 
District to Europe has been vaguely estImated at 228,000 Ibs., 
which, at the average price of Rs. 15 per ser, would be worth 
£171,000. This only represents the out-tu!n C?f the European 
filatures. The amount of native wound sIlk IS also conSIder
able; and of this, much is woven in the District and exported, 
chiefly towards the north-west, in the form of manufactured 
goods. 

The Statistical Reporter for May 1876, in a notice which 
deplores the rapid decline in the silk industry of Murshidabad, 
prints the following .statistics, which deserve to be compared 
with those already glven:-

'There are 45 filatures belonging to or under the management 
of Europeans in Murshidabad District! an~ 67 filatures b~long
ing to nattves. The number of basms m the former IS not 
less than 3500 ; and in the latter, not less than 1600,. making 
a total of 5100 basins. In addition to these, there are some 
97 small filatures worked by natives in their homes, containing 
about 200 basins. Computing according to the house valua
tions recorded under the Road Cess Act, the value of the whole 
of the filatures may be set down at not less than Rs. 450,000. 
Each basin i5 worked by two persons; the total number of 
persons employed is thus 10,600. One-half of these represent 
the skilled workmen; there is, bestdes, a large number of 
peons, overseers, and clerks. The quantity of silk manufac
tured yearly 'cannot be accurately ascertained, but it probably 
amounts to 3000 maunds (246,000 lbs.) in an ordinary year. 
Estimated at a low price, say Rs. 14 per ser, owing to the 
unfavourable state of the market, the value of the silk pro
duced will be found to amount to the large sum of Rs. 1,680,000 
( £ 168,000) . The amount paid to rearers of silk worms on this 
quantity of silk is about Rs. 1,080,000, and to the spinners 
about Rs. 180,000. If to these sums is added the cost of 
establishm~t, Rs. 240,000, the expenditure involved in manu
facturing the product of an ordinary year will be found to 
amount to about Rs. 1,500,000 (£150,000). The margin of 
profits is not large, considering the outlay and the risks 0.£ 
the trade. These figures refer to spinning only. 

'The weaving of silk cloths forms another branch of the 
industry of considerable importance. Looms are found in no 
less than 137 villages of the District. The villages of Basua, 
Bishnupur, and Margram, in the Rampur Hat Subdivision, and 
Mirzapur in the Jangipur Subdivision, especially contain a large 
number of weavers. In these two subdivisions alone there are 
1450 weavers, and the number in the whole District may be 
computed at 1900, besides the adult members of their families, 
who generally assist them in weaving. These weavers work 
under advances from silk merchants. They are supplied with 
raw material by the latter, and return the manufactured cloth, 
receiving wages for their labour. Last year from eighty to 
one hundred thousand pieces of silk were woven, the value of 
which could not have been less than Rs. 600,000 (£60,000). 
The amount spent amongst weavers for wages was about 
Rs. 100,000 (£10,000). 

'The extent of the mulberry cultivation may be estimated 
at 50,000 bighas (17,000 acres), an estimate more probably 
under than above the mark. The rent of this land probably 
amounts to Rs. 150,000 (£15,000) ; while an average profit 
per annum of Rs. 10 on each bigha (£3 an acre) may be 
accepted as the gain of the cultivator of the present time 
(1876) .' 

. Indigo. Manufac!ur~ is not at pre~nt in a flourishi~g state 
III Murshldabad Dlstnct. The followmg remarks on thIS indus
try are taken from the Report of the Revenue Surveyor, 
dated 1857 :-

'The chief indigo factories are in the Bagri, or eastern half 
of the District. The rich low lands along the Ganges, the 
chars or islands in its course, and 1TIe low lands near jhils and 
water-courses, refreshed by inundation deposits, offer the best 
prosp~ct to the planter. It often happens, however, that sand 
deposIted is not good soil; that chars which yielded a splendid 
return one year, are moved lower down the river to another 

next year; or that large tracts of land are found, on the. ~ub
sidence of the rivers, to have been washeQ. away. In ~ddlt1on. 
the casualties of wind and weather; too much sunshme ; too 
much rain' too quick a rise of the rivers, forcing too early 
a cutting ~f plant, and affording little or no time to. work It 
off; bad weather during the making season preventmg. good 
deposit of fecula, and a hundred other. causes, ~ll com~me, to 
make indigo planting as hazardous as It often. IS lucrative. 

Since the date of this Report, the manuf~cture of in<;ligo has 
considerably fallen off. The unfort~nat~ dl~turbances m 1~59-
60 were particularly disastrous to thIS Dlstnct; and Murshlda
bad witnessed the most serious case of loss of life which took 
place .during those ~roubled times in an ~ttack. upon a factory. 
Many ruined factones may n0'Y be see~ 1D vanous parts of the 
District and the concerns WhICh contmue to work are beset 
with difficulties. The mode of preparing the dye does not 
materially differ from that which J;las been .described .. at length 
in the Statistical Account of Nadtya Dtstnct (vol. 11. pp. 97-
101). The plant is bruised and fermented in vats of 'Yate:. 
The dye is deposited in the form of a. blue powder, ~vhlch. IS 
collected, dried in presses, and formed mto tht: cakes m whIch 
it is known in commerce. At the present time the annual 
out-tum from twelve different concerns averages about 3000 
maunds, or 2214 hundredweights, of which the value may be 
estimated at seven lakhs of rupees, or £70,000. 

Ivory Carving used to be carr.ied .on to a .great ex~ent at 
Kasimbazar. The carvers now hve III Murshldabad CIty and 
Barhampur. They are clever workers, and ~ copy any t:?0dels 
supplied to t~em. The toys and ~gures whlc~ they are m the 
habit of makmg are turned out WIth great SkIll, neatness, an? 
despatch. The articles commonly made are elephants, capan
soned or plain, horses, equipages of all sorts with their driv~rs ; 
palanquins with bearers, ships, boats, .camel~, oxen, marrIage 
processions, servants of all classes, Hmdu Idols, table orna
ments, chessmen, draughtsmen, paper-cutters, flowers, cones, 
brush·handles, puzzles, letters, kharams or native shoes, carte· 
de-visite frames, walking sticks, etc. The process is very 
simple, consisting only of chiselling with the hand and polishing. 
The polishing is done by means of fish scales. The finer work
manship is accomplished with a stylus, which the carvers call 
by the common native name for a pen, kalam. 

Brass·Work-The bell-metal work made at Berhampur, 
which is called khagrai. from Khagra, the trading quarter of 
the town, is among the most famou~ in the country, and is 
highly prized by the natives of Calcutta and the metropolitan 
Districts. The metal not unfrequently contains a considerable 
proportion of silver. To this fact its superiority is partly due, 
as well as to the more elegant make and the greater polish 
given to the wares. The actual process of manufacture does 
not materially differ from that followed by the braziers in other 
Districts. The principal articles produced comprise plates of 
both large and small sizes, cups of various sorts, pan dans, and 
spittoons. 

Miscellaneous Manufactures-The city of Murshidabad is 
famous for its lace-work; clothes, gloves, slippers, caps, etc. 
are beautifully and skilfully embroidered with gold and silver 
lace. Another class of artisans in the city are celebrated for 
the skill with which they make musical instruments, and the 
tubes of hookahs. Jute and hemp are also worked up into 
gunny-bags, etc.; and the members of the Dom caste weave 
mats and basket-work to a considerable extent. Silk goods are 
still woven in various places, but this industry is now in a very 
decayed state. The two best-known patterns are called 'pea
cock's neck' and 'sunshade.' Coarse cotton cloths are woven 
in all parts of the District, but none of· good quality. Towels 
and dusters can be obtained if ordered. 

The Material Condition of the Manufacturing Qasses is des
cribed by the Collector as being very low. The weavers in 
particular, who form the most numerous class of artisans in 
the District, are always in debt, and in their appearance very 
squalid and miserable. 'Their physique generally,' writes the 
Assistant-Magistrate of Lalbagh Subdivision, 'proves that they 
are leading an unhealthy and half·starved existence.' They live 
from hand to mouth, on low wages, which are not always 
punctually paid; and their work also is very precarious. Their 
life is one of sedentary labour, passed within filthy houses. 

Q 
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The reason for their degraded position is to be sought for in 
the decay of the silk-weav~ng industry. That the supply of 
skilled labour is at present greater than the demand is the 
general opinion among the native residents. The demand for 
the silk fabrics of Murshidabad has been steadily diminishing 
for years past; and before there is time for the supply of 
labour to sink to the diminished demand, there must always 
be great distress among the labourers during the process of 
adjustment. The downfall of the towns which owed their 
former prosperity to this industry bears palpable evidence to 
the change. Kasimbazar consists now merely of a few ruins, 
surrounded by a swamp. Mirzapur, in the Jangipur Subdivi
-sian, was a flourishing town less than twenty years ago, and 
its silk-weavers were the most numerous class; but now an 
-atmosphere of hopeless decay broods over the whole place. In 
both these cases, no doubt, a change of sanitary conditions, 
and the outbreak of malarious fever, have contributed much 
to the results; but the weaving trade, which has deserted 
Kasimbazar and Mirzapur, has not settled elsewhere, and is 
gradually, but surely dying out in the District. 

The other artisans in Murshidabad, especially the braziers and 
the ivory-carvers, are much better off. They live far more 
comfortably than well-to-do agriculturists, and have a social 
position superior to that of both cultivators and weavers. One 
of the reasons for this marked difference between these two 
classes of manufacturers is, that the braziers and carvers are 
capitalists as well as labourers; they, supply their own materials, 
and sell their work in their own Shops. It may be laid down 
as a rule which universally holds good in this District, that all 
capitalist manufacturers who sell their own wares are well-to-do, 
while those who work for hire on the advance-system are very 
badly off. 

The wages of the silk-weavers are regulated not by time, but 
by the quantity of work done. The rate varies from Rs. 2-8-0 
to Rs. 4 for every five yards of silk woven; and the average, 

if reckoned by the day would be somewhere about 5 annas at 
7 * d., but it must be recollected that few weavers are in cons
tant employment. It is not possible to give any estimate 01 
the wages of a brazier or other artisan of the class who are 
their own capitalists, for they do not work for hire. It may 
be stated generally, that the average wages of the manufactur
ing classes range from 3 to 6 annas, or from 4id. to 9d. a day. 
Some of the best-paid classes may get as much as Rs. 15 per 
month, or £18 a year. 

Except ~n the case of the silk and indigo manufactures, there 
is no well-marked distinction in the District between labour and 
capital. Allusion has already been made to the system of 
money advances for silk-spinning. Indigo CUltivation is also 
carried on by a system of advances. There are no class of 
manufacturers in the District bound to work in a manner that 
affects their personal freedom. 

Decaying or Extinct Manufactures-The decline in the silk
weaving industry, which has already been alluded to, may be 
realized from the fact that, so late as the time of Ali Vardi 
Khan, raw silk to the value of £875,000 was annually entered 
in the Custom House books at Murshidabad. This is exclusive 
of the European investments, which were not entered there, as 
being either duty free or paying duty at Hugli. Apart from 
the decaying silk manufacture, and the many skilled handicrafts 
which. used to flourish at Kasimbazar, the Collector reports that 
there used to be formerly thriving manufactures of brass and 
iron at a place called Kansaribazar, a little to the north of 
Azimganj. There are now but few forges and shops remaining 
here, and the manufacture is almost extinct. It is not known 
that there are any traditions in the District of ancient processes 
of workmanship that have died out. 

The following table shows the number of male skilled workers, 
mechanics, and artisans, arranged under their respective trades, 
according to the District Compilation based upon the Census 
of 1872. 

MANUFACTURING CLASSES AND ARTISANS (MALES) 

Occupation No. of Male Occupation No. of Male O~cupation No. of Male 
Adults Adults Adults 

Indigo Manu.facturers 4 Watchmakers 4 Jute-weavers 15 
Tar Manufacturers. 3 Potters 1883 Carpet-makers 150 
Contractors 25 Lime-makers 85 Dyers 10 
Bricklayers (rajmistris) 1612 Cabinetmakers 77 Tailors 1530 
Stone-masons 2 Mat-makers 193 Shoe makers 716 
Sawyers 9 Basket-makers 642 Ornament makers 177 
Carpenters 2006 Toy-makers 17 Net-makers 3 
Thatchers 43 Hookah-makers 61 Thread-makers 55 
Brick dealers 2 Lacquered Ware makers 18 Embroiderers 11 
Cart builders 15 Garland-makers 
Blacksmiths 1752 Gilders 
Braziers 109 Shell-carvers 
Bell-metal makers (Kansaris) 33 Cane Workers 
Tinmen 2 Workers in sola 
Kalaigars 5 Cotton-carders 
Goldsmiths 1937 Silk-weavers 
Jewellers 20 Cotton-weavers 

Commerce and Trade--The District of Murshidabad occupies 
a very convenient situation for river traffic, lying between the 
two first offshoots of the Ganges, which leads southwards direct 
to Calcutta. The eastern half of the District, surrounded by 
the Ganges, Bhagirathi, and Jalangi, has from time immemorial 
been the seat of large commercial towns; and the East Indian 
Railway has lately opened out a new era of prosperity to the 
western portion. The principal seats of commerce are Jangipur, 
Azimganj, Jiaganj, the city of Murshidabad, Barhampur, in
cluding Khagra, on the Bhagirathi ; Bhagwangola and Dhulian 
on the Ganges; Murarai, a railway station in the north-west 
of the District; and Beldanga in the south-east. Trade is 
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90 Silk-spinners 9 
2 Blanket makers 4 

517 Daftris 12 
60 Book-sellers 3 
65 Papermakers 42 
23 Compositors 13 

6290 
11557 Total 31,913 

carried on chiefly by permanent markets; but in the case of 
a few articles, by means of village hats, held at stated intervals. 
The fairs most frequented for the purposes of buying and 
selling are those held at Dhulian in April, Jangipur in May, 
Chaltia near Barhampur in April, Saktipur in March, and Kandi 
in November. The chief articles of trade are rice, pulses, gram, 
oil-seeds, raw silk, woven silk, salt, cotton, cotton goods, 
sugar, tobacco, jute, hemp: gunny-bags, ghi, ivory ornaments, 
pottery, brass and bell-metal utensils, spices, indigo, and pre
cious stones. The three great local manufactures, silk, indigo, 
and metal ware, are largely exported into other Districts and 
to Calcutta, and in the case of raw silk and indigo, through 
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Calcutta to Europe. Much of the raw silk wound in 
Murshidabad is destined for the Lyons market. The silk 
cocoons are partly reared in the District, and partly imported 
from Maldah and Rajshahi. The town of Jangipur is the 
centre of the silk trade. Apart from its manufactures, the 
agricultural produce of Murshidabad is more than sufficient to 
meet the local consumption. Rice especially is, in ordinary 
seasons, exported in large quantities, both up the Ganges to
wards the north-west, and by rail and boat to Calcutta. The 
chief imports into the ·Dictrict, received in exchange for these 
exports, are cotton cloth, salt, jute, and spices. 

The Collector, in his Administration Report for 1872-73, gives 
the following description of the internal movements of trade 
within the District, and of the condition of the trading classes :
'Taking the District as a whole, it may be said that most 
commodities are the subject of export from, or import to, some 
part of it. Thus, to take the important article of rice, there 
are very considerable exports from the rice-producing west, or 
Rarh, to Calcutta, the north-west, and the eastern parts of the 
District itself; while, on the other hand, the east, or Bagri, 
imports very largely from the rice-producing Districts on the 
further side of the Ganges. I am not in a position to state 
how the balance of trade in this staple ordinarily stands, but I 
incline to the opinion that during the past year the export 
exceeded the imports. The chief commodities imported, other 
than rice, appear to be cotton, salt, jute, oil-seeds, su~ar, 
tobacco, vegetables, and ghi, while the chief exports are indIgo, 
silk, pulses, and salt. In the case of cotton, jute, ann salt, 
large quantities of the imports in reality only pass through the 
District, and are sent on to other parts. Thus, cotton and 

"jute consigned in large quantities to the Azimganj merchants 
are landed at Bhagwangola in the rains, and at Alatali, or New 
Bhagwangola, in the dry season, and thence sent in carts via 
Kandi to Synthia, and so by rail to Calcutta. Salt also is 
imported in large quantities, merely for the purpose of re
shipment and transmissi9n to other Districts. A very large 
proportion of the products of the manufacture of indigo and 
raw silk passes through the hands of the managers of three 
influential European firms, by whom exports are made to 
Calcutta; but the smaller native proprietor: of factories also 
generally adopts the same course with regard to the bulk of 
his produce. During certain seasons of the year there is a 
very considerable internal trade, or interchange of commodities 
between the east and west of the District. In the cold weather, 
I have frequently met long processions of carts and pack
bullocks (chiefly the latter, if their owners come from the west, 
where roads are scarce and bad) laden with rice, the great pro
duce of the west; and these will return with oil-seeds, or other 
cold-weather produce of the east, or vice versa. 

'So far as I have been able to ascertain, the year was one 
of more than usual commercial prosperity. Certainly, judging 
from appearances, I should conclude that the Oswals or Jains 
of Azimganj, Baluchar, Murshidabad, and Barhampur, who are 
the principal merchants and bankers in the District, are rapidly 
accumulating wealth; and they evince now, as in former days, 
an inclination to invest a portion of their gains in the soil of 
the country where they have taken up their abode. These men 
appear to have a genius for trade, and their careful and frugal 
habits are eminently suited to the accumulation of money, 
being seldom disturbed by alterations of lavish expenditure, 
except in the case of religious observances. They gratify their 
pride and love of show by the entertainment of retainers from 
the north-west; even as they have for some years past indulged 
their religious feelings by taking leases of some miles of the 
~hagirathi from the zami;tdars. and preventing fish being caught 
m these waters. There IS, however, reason to believe that not 
only have the larger merchants prospered, but that those whose 
transactions are on a much smaller scale have had cause to 
be grateful for the results of the year: 

The Collector also thinks it worthy of notice that in the 
north-western portion of the District, in thana PaIsa and part 
?f thana Mirzapur, commodities are usually exchanged accord
mg to the primitive method of barter. Rice is there a verv 
common standard of value; and salt, fish, oil, sweetmeats, and 
most .other necessaries, except clothing, are habitually bartered 
for nee. 

Statistics of River Trade--The following satistics. which 
are the most complete and trustworthy that have yet been 
obtained, are derived from a Resolution of Government on 'The 
Boat Traffic of Bengal,' dated 18th October 1875:-

The trade between the District of Murshidabad and the Dis
tricts of Behar and of the North-Western Provinces so far as 
it passes up and down the Ganges, is registered at 'Sahibganj. 
The following are the results thus afforded, showing as far as 
possible the places of despatch and of destination. In the year 
1872, the total amount of commodities of all kinds destined 
for Murshidabad, which passed Sahibganj on its way down
stream, was 431.531 maunds or 15,797 tons; of which total. 
104,659 maunds or 3832 tons were consigned to Jangipur, 
145,254 maunds or 5317 tons to Jiaganj, and 181.618 maunds 
or 6648 tons to Dhulian. In 1873, the total amounted to 
563,409 maunds or 20,624 tons; of which Jangipur took 
99,052 maunds or 3626 tons, Jiaganj 189,285 maunds or 6929 
tons. and Dliulian 275,072 mallnds or 10.069 tons. In 1874 
the year of scarcity, the total was 427,977 mallnds or 15667 
tons; giving 89,778 mallnds or 3286 tons to Jangipur, 109:659 
mallnds or 4014 tons to Jiaganj, and 228,540 maunds or 8366 
tons t<;> Dh.ulian. The up-stream traffic from Murshidabad, 
ascertamed In the same way. amounted in 1872 to a total of 
405,845 maunds or 14,857 tons; of which 132,996 maunds or 
4868 tons were despatched from Dhulian, and 272,849 maunds 
or 9989 tons from Jangipur. In 1873, the total was 504,751 
maunds or 18,477 tons; being 260,215 maunds or 9525 tons 
from Dhulian, and 244,536 maunds or 8952 tons from Jangipur. 
In 1874, the year of scarcity, the total up-traffic diminished 
to 125,070 mallnds or 4578 tons; 102,305 maunds or 3745 tons 
from Dhulian, and only 22,765 maunds or 883 tons from 
Jangipur. In order to obtain the total river traffic of the 
above-mentioned towns, it would be necessary to add to the 
above figures the amount registered at Jangipur itself, as 
exported from these towns up and down the Bhagirathi, which 
has not been already included. The returns of the Bhagirathi 
traffic at Jangipur for 1874 show that 71,383 maunds or 2613 
tons were exported down-stream, which had been originally 
shipped at Dhulian. and 27,775 maunds or 1016 tons from 
Jangipur itself. So far, therefore. as can be gathered from 
t~ese registry stations. it may be roughly stated that the total 
nver traffic, both up and down-stream, of Dhulian in 1872 
amounted to 314,614 maunds or 11.516 tons; in 1873, to 
535.287 maunds or 19.594 tons; and in 1874, to 402,228 
maunds or 14,724 tons. The total traffic of Jangipur was, in 
1872, about 377.508 maunds or 13,821 tons; in 1873, 343,588 
maunds or 12,578 tons; and in 1874, 140,318 maunds or 
5135 tons. 

. It is not possi?l~ to divide these totals among the many 
dIfferent commodItIes of which they are composed. It can 
only be affirmed generally of the imports that about 120,000 
maunds or 4393 tons. of sugar are received from the North
Western Provinces at the river marts of Murshidabad to be 
either forwarded to Calcutta. or re-distributed among other 
Distri7ts of western and central Bengal; and that a great 
quantIty of tobacco and cotton is received on the same condi
tions. C~mcerning food-grains and oil-seeds, the Resolution 
from whIch all these figures are taken makes the following 
remarks:-

. 'One .of the most i.mportant ma:kets for cereals in Bengal 
IS Dhuhan. In 1872 It was ascertamed by local inquiries that 
upwards of 300,000 maunds or 10,982 tons of maskalai were 
b:ought . into thi~ ~arket during the year, partly from rural 
vlll_ages !n the DI.str;ct, and partly from Maldah, Purniah, and 
R?-Jshahl. Of thIS lmmense total, saine part was exported to 
BI:bhum, .Burdwan, and Ban!rura, where the consumption of 
tqIS pulse IS large; and a conSIderable quantity up-country into 
Tirhut. In the same year, about 50,000 maunds or 1830 tons 
of gram were imported into Dhulian from Behar and Bhagalpur, 
and re-exported to Calcutta. The imports of wheat reached 
~OO,OOO ~a1fnds or 7320 tons. of which a little had been grown 
m the Dlstnct ; but the larger part came from Maldah, Purniah, 
Bhagalpur, and Monghyr. The imports of oil-seeds are also put 
down at 200,000 maunds or 7320 tons. Both wheat and oil
seeds are re-exported, principally to Calcutta, but also to the 
neighbouring Districts.' Of the total quantity of pulses which 
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pass Sahibganj going up-stream, the greater part is shipped at 
Dhulian, and consigned to Roshra and other places in the Patna 
Division. The amount of rice exported up-stream from the 
District of Murshidabad is returned as follows :-In 1872, 
306,018 maunds or 11,202 tons; in 1873, 292,843 maunds or 
10,720 tons; in 1874, the year of the scarcity, only 28,567 
matmds or 1045 tons. 'The rice trade of Dhulian, the prin
cipal mart of Murshidabad, is not so brisk as that of some other 
places in the District. Jangipur surpasses it, and probably 
Murarai also. In the year 1872-73, Dhulian dealt in about 
100,000 maunds or 3660 tons of rice, partly home-grown, but 
the greater part importations from Raiganj in Dinajpur and 
Narainganj in Dacca. Into the Jangipur market, during the 
same year, about 150,000 maunds or 5491 tons of rice were 
brought from the western part of the District. In 1873 the 
Sahibganj registered exports from Jangipur amounted to 
215,000 maunds or 7870 tons. From the west part of Murshida
bad, or the Rampur Hat Subdivision, where aman rice is grown 
almost to the exclusion of other crops, there are also large 
exports by rail, chiefly to Calcutta. During 1874 the total 
exports from this tract by rail were 288,372 maunds or 10,556 
tons, of which 127,655 maunds or 4673 tons were consigned to 
Howrah, and 59,337 maunds or 2172 tons to Chandernagar or 
Bhadreswar. The remainder was despatched up-country: 

The returns of the Bhagirathi traffic registered at Jangipur, 
are to some extent a repetition of those already recorded on 
the Ganges at Sahibganj. The returns of the down-stream 
traffic are but slightly affected by the addition of the goods 
shipped lower down the river than Sahibganj, and include a 
small amount of traffic which starts afresh southwards from 
Dhulian and Jangipur. 'The up-stream traffic registered at 
Jangipur shows only the traffic shipped at stations on the 
Bhagirathi between Nadiya town and Jangipur. The amount 
is inconsiderable, being about 300,000 maunds or 10,982 tons 
of all sorts of goods in 1873, and only 81,782 maunds or 2994 
tons in 1874. The bulk of the traffic in 1873 consisted of rice 
despatched from Jangipur itself, to Revelganj and other Behar 
marts: The following are the figures of the down-stream traffic. 
In 1873, 9040 boats, carrying 3,785,051 maunds or 138,559 
tons; in 1874, 8344 boats, carrying 3,742,759 maunds or 
137,011 tons. Of the total cargoes, nearly one-half in each 
year were composed of oil-seeds; while pulses (including gram) 
and wheat each constituted about one-seventh. 'A great 
number of the boats return empty from Calcutta, and pro
ceed to Rajshahi, Patna, Dinajpur and Maldah, for cargoes of 
jute and rice. They sometimes to down the stream laden a 
second time during the inundation months; and in seasons 
w~en t~e channels of the river are exceptionally deep, even a 
thrrd tnp c~n be made by boats of moderate size in the course 
of five months. Of the total amount of the traffic which passes 
to Calcutta along the system known as the Nadiya rivers the 
Bhagirathi in 1873-74' carried a little more than one-half 'The 
tolls levied. at Jangipur on boats passing through the tali office 
amounted In 1870-71, the last year for which I can obtain the 
figures, to a sum of Rs. 84,352, or £8435 4s. Od. The greater 
part was expended in efforts to keep open the channel of the 
~hagirathi, and generally on the improvement of the Nadiya 
nvers. 

The Resolution, from which so many extracts have already 
been made, states that the total import of salt into the District 
of !Murshidabad during 1874 was 122,450 maunds or 4482 tons. 
ThIs. amo.unt is b;ought by ri~er, almost wholly by the 
Bhaglrathl, and to It a small addItion must be made for what 
is carried by the railway into the western part of the District. 

From S~ptember 1875, the system of registration for boat 
traffic, whIch has been already described as existing at Sahib
ganj and Jangipur, was extended to all the great water-ways 
?f Bengal. .T~e returns thus obtained are published monthly 
III The Statlshcal Reporter. The two following tables show 
(Table I.) the exports from the District of Murshidabad which 
were registered throughout Bengal during 'the six months 
?eptember .18~ 5 to F~bruary 1876 ; and (Table II) the import~ 
mto the Dlstnct durmg the same period. 

From these tables it appears that the exports in Class 1 
(articles registered by weight only) reached a total during the 
SIX months of 510,160 maunds or 18,675 tons; and the imports 
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in the same class, 427,213 maunds or 15,639 tons, showing a 
balance in favour of the exports of 82,947 maunds or 3036 
tons. This difference, however, is more than accounted for by the 
large exportation of food-grains, which under the four headings 
of wheat, pulses and gram, rice, and other cereals, aggregated 
369,110 malmds, or 13,512 tons, being 72 per cent. of the total 
exports; while the importation of the same four classes of food
grains was only 39,656 maunds, or 1451 tons, which is but 
9 per cent. of the total imports. On the other hand, it is note
worthy that, in the single case of paddy or unhusked rice, the 
imports exceed the exports by about eightfold. The export of 
various sorts of oil-seeds reached 48,273 maunds, or 1767 tons, 
almost equally shared between linseed and mustard-seed; the 
import was 78,692 maunds, or 2880 tons, and was nearly 
altogether confined to mustard. The export of salt was 15,236 
maunds, or 557 tons; while the import was as much as 
87,529 maunds, or 3204 tons, leaving apparently 72,293 
maunds or 2647 tons for local consumption. To this balance 
there falls to be added the importation of salt into the west 
of the District by rail; and it is known that this is consider
able. Coal and coke was exported to the large amount of 19,813 
maunds or 725 tons, against 7468 maunds or 273 tons imported. 

Under Class II (articles registered by number only) there 
is nothing to call for comment beyond the large number 
(165,350) of cocoa-nuts imported in the month of September. 
The circumstance that the figures are identical in the two tables 
both for 'bricks' and 'miscellaneous", in that month, proves that 
these entries are not exports and imports proper, but merely 
a registration at Jangipur of articles passing from one part of 
the District. How far this element of confusion may have 
swelled other entries in the tWQ tables, it is not possible to dis
cover; but it does not appear probable that the great totals 
have been very materially affected. 

Class III (articles registered by value only) shows exports 
during the six months worth £10,089, 14s. Od., against imports 
worth ~ 15,448, 14s. Od., giving an apparent excess of ,imports 
amountmg to £5559, or nearly one-third. To this, again, there 
should be added the imports of European piece-goods by rail. 
But the returns in th~s class are especially misleading, unless 
extended .over a much longer than six months, as they are liable 
to be entIrely altered by the accident of a few valuable cargoes, 
or the occurrence of some frequented fair. For example, in the 
one month of September 1875, the exports of European cotton 
manufactures were valued at £8414, 4s. Od., or no less than 
83 per cent. of the total exports in Class III for the six months ; 
while in January 1876 the imports of miscellaneous native goods 
reached £7984, 12s. Od., or 51 per cent. of the total imports 
for the half-year. 

Wit~ regard ~o ~h~ destiI?-ation of th.e exports and the origin 
of the Imports, It IS ImpOSSIble to obtaIn accurate information . 
but approximate results-may be gained by analysing the return~ 
at the several registration stations. In the first place, as the 
station at J angipur on the Bhagirathi lies within the boun
daries of the District, it is evident that there arises from this 
cause a cert~in amount of double-registration, as has already 
b~en shown In the case of Class II. A boat passing Jangipur 
WIth a cargo taken on board at a mart within the District 
and destined to be unloaded at a second mart also within th~ 
Di~trict, would of necessity be registered twice; and the 
weIght, etc. of the cargo would be twice entered once as an 
i~pOl:t: and again as an export. It might also 'happen that 
thIS very same cargo, on transhipment into another boat, 
would be a t):lin;i time entered at some registration station 
?eyond the Dlstnct, as an export from Murshidabad. There 
IS, however, good reason to suppose that, in the present case, 
the ~mount of double-registration thus produced is not of any 
c<!nslderable extent,. and that, in the gross, it may be safely 
d:sre~rded. Bu~ In anoth~r ~a~ the returns at Jangipur 
gIve nse to a dlfficu.lty WhIch It IS not possible to remove. 
These returns, as mIght be expected, contribute largely to 
constitute the totals given in both tables; but no means is 
afforded for ascertaining the direction in which the boats 
I?assed the station. In other words, it is impossible to dis
cover whether an export from Murshidabad registered at 
J angipur was destined for Calcutta or for Behar· and the 
same with the imports. The Jangipur returns, ther~fore, must 
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be put altogether on one side, as affording no useful materials. 
We are left, then, with the registration stations beyond the 
limits of the District; and from these we can draw conclusions 
of a certain value. It is clear that the whole of the import 
trade, and the larger portion of the export trade, which 
Murshidabad District carries on with Calcutta, will be registered 
at the stations of Nadiya and Hugli; while almost the whole 
of the imports from up-country, and a considerable portion of 
the exports in that direction, will be registered at Sahibganj, 
Patna, and Darauli. Now the total in Class I of the exports 
from Murshidabad, registered in Nadiya and Hugli, amounted 
during the six months to 197,323 maunds, or 7223 tons, being 
38 per cent. of the total exports; while the exports registered 
at Sahibganj, Patna, and Darauli were only 65,171 maunds, or 
2386 tons i.e. about 13 per cent. Of the imports, 110,100 
matlnds, or 4030 tons, being about one-quarter, were registered 
at the two stations in the south; and 219,208 maunds or 
8025 tons, being about one-half, were registered at the three 
stations higher up the Ganges. The remainder, in each case, 
was chiefly registered at Jangipur. 

The Statistical Reporter furnishes detailed information for 
certain staple articles of trade, during the last four months of 
the half-year, from November 1875 to February 1876 inclusive. 
The exports of jute in that period came almost entirely from the 
city of Murshidabad, which sent 10,130 maunds, or 370 tons, 
ll? ~ess !han five-sixths of tht; whole. The rice traffic naturaily 
diVides mto the large trade With Behar, and the smaner business 
with Calcutta. Neither of these rose into importance until 
December; but the Behar trade rapidly and progressively in-

creased during the two following months. The total of the rice 
exports to Behar and the North-West during the three months, 
December to February, aggregated 118,425 maunds, or 
4336 tons, of which Jangipur sent 64 per cent., and Dhulian 
29 per cent. The total sent to Calcutta during the same three 
months was 42,781 maunds, or 1566 tons, of which Murshidabad 
city sent 36 per cent., and Jangipur 29 per cent. The rice
exporting marts of the District may be arranged in the follow
ing order, together with the totals which they despatched in 
both directions :-Jangipur, 90,081; Dhulian, 39,008; Mur
shidabad, 15,239; Nutanganj, 8787 ; Baluchar, 209; Jiaganj, 
140. During February, the District of Murshidabad despatched 
into Behar alone 68,558 maunds, or 2509 tons, of food-grains 
of various sorts which was 65 per cent. of the entire amount 
sent into that Province from all the Districts of Bengal. This 
total was made up of rice 63,543 maunds ;, pulses and gram, 
3139; 'other' cereals, 1813; paddy, 63. In the two months, 
November and December, the total of the exports of wheat from 
Murshidabad amounted to 28,537 maunds, or 1044 tons, of 
which Dhulian contributed 15,599 maunds, and Murshidabad 
city 7385; the destination of these exports is not recorded, but 
it was probably Calcutta. In December, the exports of pulses 
and gram amounted to 11,484 maunds, or 420 tons, chiefly 
derived from the following marts :-Murshidabad, 3045; 
Tiakata, 2544 ; Dhulian, 1692; ]iaganj, 1140 ; Jangipur, 1080. 
The importation of European cotton manufactures into Mur
shidabad is comparatively insignificant. The following were 
the chief importing marts during the four months :-Chak 
Islampur, with the value of £780; Murshidabad, £570' 
Dhulian' £220 ; ]angipur £20. ' 
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APPENDIX VII-contd. 

Statistics of the River Traffic of Murshidabad District for the 
Six months ending February 1876. Table I (Exports) 

Descrption of Goods September October November December January February Total 

CLASS I Maunds Maunds Maunds Maunds Maunds Maunds Maunds 

Coal and coke . 7,865 9,920 1,950 30 18 30 19,813 
Coton .. 534 945 269 230 119 2,097 
Chemicals and medicines 2 2 
Intoxicating drugs 5 5 
Cochineal 18 18 
Vermilion 5 400 405 
Lac-dye 109 40 149 
Red-wood 5 5 
Red-earth 200 200 
Kiramchi 90 90 
Indigo 100 129 135 364 
Betel-nuts. 337 179 6 148 817 59 1.546 
Fuel and Firewood 5,890 2,182 1,050 100 1,325 10,547 
Fruits, dried 325 3 232 560 
Fruits, fresh, and vegetables 270 806 442 77 129 260 1,984 
Wheat 17,758 9,792 21,359 7,178 2,060 1,891 60,038 
Pulses and gram 29,976 19,299 22,134 11,484 17,781 20,504 121.178 
Rice 2,237 2,859 3,426 21,642 53,760 84,898 168.822 
Paddy 676 1,039 142 29 202 136 2,224 
Other cereals . 718 1,733 7,031 5,089 1,582 2,919 19.072 
Jute and other raw fibres 239 164 1,371 4,363 4,378 2,794 13,309 
Fibres, manufactures of 401 142 96 196 2,120 1,660 4.615 
Silk raw 320 115 56 88 6 585 
Hides 600 175 100 875 
Iron and its manufactures 34 22 200 29 62 347 
Copper and Brass 116 61 9 137 95 5 423 
Other metals 116 31 3 26 176 
Lime and limestone 750 275 1,597 340 200 425 3,587 
Stone 256 250 
Chi 78 82 15 2 177 
Oil 22 12 39 4 19 4 100 
Linseed 8,190 1,506 3,824 4,516 1,800 561 20,397 
Til seed, 241 114 355 
Mustard seed . 1,811 14.520 5,239 2,104 1,155 491 25,320 
Castor-oil seed 187 400 200 10 797 
Poppy seed 500 268 260 20 1,048 
Surguja-seed 148 173 35 356 
Salt 3,281 3,529 2,350 2,293 1,752 2,031 15,236 
Other saline substances 1,246 42 401 10 12 428 2,139 
Spices and condiments 1,228 487 677 856 457 261 3,966 
Sugar, refined. 629 210 31 150 80 64 1,164 
Sugar, unrefined 515 11 138 22 100 50 836 
Tea 12 12 
Tobacco 569 374 628 376 844 189 2,980 
Miscellaneous 100 77 5.64 1,250 1,991 

Total 87,305 71,522 75,595 61,959 90,957 122,822 510,160 

CLASS II Number Number . Number Number Number Number .Number 

Goats and sheep 189 250 430 
Tortoises 80 80 
Timber 59 137 12 51 259 
Bamboos 6,382 7,130 16 65 85 13,6~8 
Cocoa-nuts 11,400 125 2,200 6,270 1,200 21,195 
Gunny-bags 240 240 
Hay and straw (bundles) 5,500 5,500 
Bricks 18,550 18,550 
Miscellaneous 1,975 16 1,300 3,291 

I 

CLASS III Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Cotton (European) manufrs. 84,142 600 1,015 200 125 86,082 
Cotton (Native) manufrs. 600 600 
Miscellaneous (Native goods) 1,983 1,911 3,859 1,541 1,020 3,901 14,215 

Total 86,125 2,511 5,474 1,741 1,145 3,901 100,897 
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APPENDIX VU-concld. 

Statistics of the River Traffic of Murshidabad District for the 
Six months ending February 1876. Table II (Imports.) 

Description of Goods September October November December January February Total 

CLASS I Maunds Maunds Maunds Maunds Maunds Maunds Maunds 

Coal and coke 1,515 20 1,925 3,960 18 30 7,468 
Cotton 1,227 532 349 463 2,971 2,798 8,340 
Cotton, twist (European) 25 3 6 12 46 
Chemicals and medicines 115 32 130 16 293 
Safflower 7 5 12 
Lac-dye 109 14 10 19 5 157 
Red-wood 3 40 43 
Red-earth 50 50 
Indigo 148 263 411 
Indigo seeds 1,874 225 2,099 
Betel-nuts 715 166 1.022 74 368 2,345 
Fuel and firewood 4,970 1,410 260 

4,53§ 
117 6,757 

Fruits, fresh, and vegetables 180 250 2,374 4,444 4,692 16,478 
Wheat 5,114 2,407 299 1,499 339 50 9,708 
Pulses and gram 8,257 1,922 3,374 609 1,014 1,144 16,319 
Rice 5,890 3,876 629 311 698 379 11,783 
Paddy 5,851 4,676 837 538 1,962 4,910 18,774 
Other cereals 745 972 3 26 100 1,846 
Jute and other raw fibres 206 353 81 99 49 299 1,087 
Fibres, manufactures of 171 27 508 973 875 362 2,916 
Silk, raw 132 54 31 9 8 234 
Iron and its manufactures 450 22 217 104 444 757 1,994 
Copper and Brass 10 117 4 22 25 327 505 
Other metals 85 30 3 18 11 147 
Lime and limestone 9,100 1,625 1,716 1,675 300 5866 20,282 
Stone 1,325 700 2,250 1,460 1,453 7,188 
Shell-lac 750 750 
Chi 633 933 379 508 622 355 3,430 
Oil 168 21 295 126 154 169 933 
Linseed 1,114 622 1,494 352 1,247 783 5,642 
Til·seed 8 195 203 
Mustard seed 17,038 17,344 11,123 9,896 8,946 7,160 71,507 
Castor-oil seed 10 110 120 
Poppy seed 699 233 710 90 258 1,990 
Surguja-seed 70 125 35 230 
Salt 14,667 5,918 15,872 19,983 17,872 13,217 87,529 
Other saline substances 5,040 2,582 483 233 20 94 8,452 
Spices and condiments 957 83 517 246 1,166 565 3.534 
Sugar, refined 3,695 1,590 10,265 2,907 928 1,519 20,904 
Sugar, unrefined 9,377 4,601 5,629 8,530 6,110 8,169 42,416 
Tobacco 8,761 6,762 5,310 3,759 2,358 914 27,864 
Liquor 10 50 60 
Miscellaneous 1,127 522 1,983 3,327 4,478 2,930 14,367 

Total 111,353 59,639 68,734 68,167 59,274 60,046 427,213 

CLASS II Number Number Number Number Number Numbel Number 

Timber 61 182 760 880 90 117 2,090 
Bamboos 68 16 252 161 497 
Cocoa-nuts 165,350 10,575 15,550 2,000 193,475 
Gunny-bags 1,900 1,900 
Bricks 18,550 18,550 
Miscellaneous 1,975 1,559 5,050 4,000 12,584 

CLASS III Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Leather 12 12 
Woollen manufactu;es 400 400 
Silk 1,950 800 2,750 
Cotton (European) ·Man~frs. 29,172 700 1,015 250 13,600 4,200 48,937 
Cotton (Native) goods 2,000 400 1,073 1,350 4,823 
Miscellaueous (Native) goods 7,608 1,350 2,564 2,776 79,846 2,671 96,815 
Miscellaneous (Europ.) goods 750 750 

Total 38,780 2,450 5,529 4,511 93,446 9,771 154,487 
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CENSUS TRACTS, VILLAGE SAMPLE POPULATION AND 

DISPLACED PERSONS 

Preparatory to the sorting and tabulation of census information, rural and urban areas 
of a district were grouped into Census Tracts on the basis of instructions issued by the Regis
trar General of India. These tracts had to have the approval of the Registrar General of 
India before sorting and tabulation began. A list of rural and urban tracts of Murshidabad 
grouping rural thanas and urban areas is given below. In the body of the statistics they are 
referred to by their code number. 

R-71 Berhampur Town (ex- R-72 
eluding town) 

Domkal 
Jalangi 

RURAL 
"""'1' ! ;.'. ,.' '., 

Beldanga 
Nawada 
Hariharpara 

R-73 Murshidabad 
(excluding town) 

Jiaganj (excluding 
J iagan j-Azimganj 

town) 
Nabagram 
Lalgola 

R-74 Bhagwangola 
Raninagar 

R-75 Farakka (excluding 
Dhulian town) 

Samserganj 

R-75 Raghunathganj 
(excluding J angi
pur town) 

Sagardighi 

R-77 Kandi (excluding 
town) 
Bharatpur 

U-31 Berhampur 

Suti 

URBAN 

R-78 Khargram 
Burwan 

U-32 Murshidabad 
J iaganj-Azimganj 
Dhulian 
Jangipur 
Kandi 

A 'village' in the book is identical with a cadastrally surveyed 'mauza' bearing a jurisdic
til)n list number. 

"2io '\ ,... ~ >. f 

In several tables the term 'Sample Population' has been used. This sample was drawn 
according to the following instruction of the Registrar General of India. Enumeration was 
done on pads of 100 slips each, a slip containing the record of an individual: -

"Break each pad and stack the slips of the pad; and 'cut' the stack as in a card game. 
Place the lower portion above the upper portion and then deal the slips into the pigeon 
holes. You should deal the slips into pigeon holes in the order of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, S, 5, 7, 8, 
and 9 successively. All the time, you should watch the slips of 'Displaced Persons'. If 
you come across any slip of a Displaced Person deal it in the pigeon hole of 'Displaced 
Persons' ." 

Hence it will be seen that the sample is not a sample of the total population but of the 
latter excluding the 'Displaced Population'. 
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CENSUS TRACTS, VILLAGE SAMPLE POPULATION AND 

DISPLACED PERSON8-concld. 

The check factors for the sample population are:-

1,000 S/G Rural Total= 153,402,000/1,386,066= 110·67 

1,000 S/G Urban Total = 11,757,000/105,805= 111·12 

1,000 S/G District Total = 165,159,000/1,491,871 = 110·71 

A 'Displaced Person' was defined by the Registrar General of India as fol1t>ws : -

"A 'Displaced Person' means any person who has entered India having left or being com
pelled to leave his or her home in Western Pakistan on or after the 1 st March 1947 or hIS / her 
home in Eastern Pakistan on or after the 15th October 1946 on account of·civil disturbances 
or the fear of such disturbances or on account of the setting up of the two dominions of India 
and Pakistan." 

The population is divided into two broad livelihood categories viz. the Agricultural 
Classes and the Non-Agricultural Classes. Each category is divided into four classes as 
below:-

Agricultural Classes-

I-Cultivators of land wholly or mainly owned and their dependants 

II-Cultivators of land wholly or mainly unowned and their dependants 

III-Cultivating labourers and their dependants 

IV-Non-cultivating owners of land; Agricultural rent receivers and their dependants 

Non-Agricultural Classes-

Persons (including dependants) who derive their principal means of livelihood from

V-Production other than cultivation 

VI-Commerce 

VII-Transport 

VIII-Other services and miscellaneous sources 
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TABLE 1.2-AII-VARIATION IN POPULATION DURING FIFTY YEARS 

Net 
District Persons Variation variation Males Variation Females 

1901-1951 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 

1,322,486 .. 
1,345,073 + 22,587 
1.224,181 -120,892 
1,370,677 + 146,496 
1,640,530 + 269,853 
1,715,759 + 75.229 

648,343 
665,227 
610,162 
683,483 
824,483 

+ 393,273 869.458 

+ 16.884 
55,065 

+ 73,321 
+ 141,000 
+ 44,975 

674,143 
679,846 
614,019 
687.194 
816,047 
846.301 

TABLE l.3-AIV-TOWNS CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION WITH 
VARIATIONS SINCE 1901 

Variation 

8 

+ 5,703 
65,827 

+ 73,175 
+ 128,853 
+ 30,254 

(NOTE-All towns are Municipalities unless otherwise indicated. Towns in the Census of 1951 have been classified 
as follows: Class 1-100,000 and over. Class II-50.000 to 100,000. Class III-20,000 to 50,000. 
Class IV-JO,OOO to 20,000. Class V-5,000 to 10,000. Class VI-under 5,000.) 

District. Town and 
Class of Town 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

Berhampur 

Class II 

1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 

Jiaganj.Azimganj 

Class IV 

1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 

Jangipur 

Class IV 

1901 
1911 
1921 
1931 
1941 
1951 

Persons 

2 

24,397 
26,143 
26,670 
27,403 
41,558 
55,613 

13,385 
12,327 
11.231 
10,998 
15,223 
19,148 

10,921 
1 I ,408 
10,739 
12.796 
16.903 
18,255 

Variation 

3 

+ 1,746 
+ 527 
+ 733 
+ 14,155 
+ 14,055 

1,058 
1,096 

233 
-+ 4,225 
+ 3,925 

+ 487 
669 

+ 2,057 
+ 4,107 
+ 1,352 

Net 
variation 

1901-1951 

4 

+31,216 

+ 5.763 

+ 7,334 

3 

Males Variation Females Variation 

5 6 7 8 

13,003 11,394 
14,302 + 1,299 11,841 + 447 
14,719 + 417 11,951 + 110 
15,166 + 447 12,237 + 286 
22.492 +7,326 19,066 + 6,829 
29,757 + 7,265 25,856 + 6,790 

7,381 6.004 
6,725 656 5,602 402 
5,876 849 5,355 247 
5,774 102 5,224 - 131 
7,727 ;I; 1,953 7,496 + 2,272 
9,783 + 2,056 9,365 + 1.869 

5.179 5,742 
5,493 + 314 5.915 + 173 
5.167 326 5.572 343 
6,283 + 1,116 6.513 + 941 
8,487 + 2,204 8.41'6 + 1,903 
9,061 + 574 9,194 + 778 



TABLE 1.3-AIV-TOWNS CLASSIFIED BY POPULATION WITH 
VARIATIONS SINCE 1901--conc1d. 

District. Town and Net 
Persons Variation variation Males Variation Females Variation Class of Town 1901-1951 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Dhulian 

Class IV 

1901 
1911 8,298 4,016 4,282 
1921 8,435 + 137 4,091 + 75 4,344 + 62 
1931 9,767 + 1.332 4,703 + 612 5,064 + 720 
1941 12,613 + 2,846 6,415 +1.712 6,198 + 1,134 
1951 15,935 + 3,322 8,208 +1,793 7,727 + 1,529 

Kandi 

Class IV 

1901 12,037 5,902 6,135 
1911 12,638 + 601 6,212 + 310 6,426 + 291 
1921 11. 787 851 5,903 309 5,884 - 542 
1931 12,616 + 829 6,403 + 500 6,213 + 329 
1941 16,652 + 4,036 8,557 +2,154 8,095 + 1,882 
1951 15,220 1,432 + 3,183 7,909 - 648 7,311 - 784 

Murshidabad 

Class IV 

1901 15,168 7,658 7,510 
1911 12,669 2,499 6,259 - 1.399 6,410 -1,100 
1921 10,669 2,000 5,401 - 858 5,268 - 1.142 
1931 9,483 1,186 4,904 - 497 4,579 689 
1941 11,498 + 2,015 6,004 + 1.100 5,494 + 915 
1951 10,756 742 -4,412 5,459 - 545 5,297 197 

4 



( 

o o 
q 

T o 
o 
IlJ 

o 
o 
IlJ 

('() -
N 

o 

co 

10 ... 
~ ... 
... 
o 
'" t 

<D- 0 N -.j< 
o)-<I'Nlll 
('()-<t'CO 
00 to 0)' 00 --

~UJor-comr ..... 
",NNOOCOr:--lll 
~O':l(OC:X:OOC'\!.lI) 
..,:; -.r',.,) 00 -.r'r:-- ,.,) ..... 

~~~~~&l~ 
~NI""O':)('oO('--o. 

..,:;.0,.,)00";"':"') ..... 

5 

r:--1lJr:--('() 
lI)NrrJ-

,..._~"': 
t-u:)UJr
('()-.r<D('() 

-.r<D(,()1lJ 
NOOO').q.. 
<"q_<D<D1lJ 
~-N~ 
['O>("tjr-

-'MOOt\lOO 
O\-N~ 
"Oll)O)('() 

"";I''';u:),.,) 

'" 

t-..0)0"'1lJ 
OOC') 001.1) l.O 

""""'~l'-:.O:~ 
'CSr.cm r..,., 

C.r--. CO ..... c.o 
"(0000)0) 
'ONN('(),": 
r--::r-:ONf"-. ..,., -



o 
o 
o 
o 
l o 
o 
N 

o 
o 
o 
o 

l 
o 
o 
lI) 

o 
o 
o 

1 
o o 
N 

o 
o o 

1 
o 
~ 

.... 
Q) 

,0 

S 
Z 

fi 
I 

<0 
(\I 

lI) 
N 

.... 
N 

"'" N 

-N 

o 
N 

00 

<0 

10 

'" Cl), .... 
10 

"-10 .... 

.... .... 
" ..; 
0\ .... 

00 
<0 r
NO? 
cDN 

.... <0 
ON 
<00 ..; ..... 

OlNO 

--00 r-
"'" N OM 
N 

M lI) 
r-oo 
NOl 
000 
N 

~~~~Kl~r::: 
f"\! 1""'-00') 0 ......... N l1') 

~";"'<o<ooo"; 

u?"'If'~r
NONOl 
NNOOO 
"",' <0 0 cD 

OO(VJ~r

.... 0"" .... 
M<O""'N 
M«)or-: ---
NN<ON 

0000 lI) 0 
~OO';lll) 
('1")~['1l) 

M <0"; 
N - N 

NMOO .... -

~~:::~Sl .... ~ 
""N<OOlr-~<o 
00"; «)oor-o ....., 

6 

r-...['O')~[' 
c- ~N 
...... "!_l'lI) 0) 

",,<O";OON 

'" 

'ON-(\)-

MO"'" ooco("t') 
O""lI) 

0"'11) N _ 

~r-~~~"'" 
r-.""'",":~oo",": 
~lI)M('t")~('o 

OON""' .... OO ..... 



., 
> 
~ 
"d 

~ 
o o 
o. 
o 

o o .... o ., 

g''S 
- Z 

o 
o o 
<:> o 

1 o 
o 
<:> 
II) 

o o o 
<:> 

1 
o o 
<:> 
(\) 

o o 
o 
<:> 

1 o 
o 
<:> -

'" Q) 

~ 
.... 
Q) 

! 

-rt:> 

o 
rt:> 

Ol 
(\J 

00 
(\J 

10 

"""-I [' ll) .0') 

00"'<0 0\(\)('1) ro 
o\><iai ><i ...... 

""'" 0':> ('t) .0') 
<:)11)00 oil) 
"">...;...... (\) 
<::>><iai ><i 
'" 
t'rJ --

...... t ..... lI) • OJ 
OOO'H.o .-
o.NM m 
o\><iai ><i 
....... 

........ 0) ('t") • 0';1 
<:)11)00 oil) 
"">...;...... N 
<::>><iai ><i 
'" 

'1 

co -NO~C(CaoNj-lI)-

~ooN~6.n~6.n.o6NN 
r-~r-c.o-N Nrt:)N -.:t 
0> 

en ONO('1)"'ooOO ..... ('1)OO 
...1-l"r.I6~6Ii:lM266~N~M 

t-..oeoc.o-N- ('f')mN ""'11" 
0>-

'Ul 
"d 

8 
.~ 

.2: 
.>-1 

-C\l~""""'lO~r-OO~O-NN') 
"I""""'~-"" 



TABLE 1.6-APPROXIMATE POPULATION OF UNIONS 

(Populations given below are provisional, being those reported immediately upon the conclusion of Census 
enumeration in 1951. For comparison with finally prepared figures the final population of a thana is shown against 
its provisional population. ) 

Final Provi- Final 
Number papula- sional popula-

Subdivision and Thana of Name of Union Persons Males Females tioD of popula- tion of 
Union Town in tion of Thana 

Thana Thana 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 !) 

Sadar Subdivision 

Berhampur Town Radhargha t . . 13,331 6,757 6,574 
2 Rangama ti -Chandpara 10,354 5,228 5,126 
3 Satui-Chaurigacha 6,074 3.119 2.955 
4 Hatinagar . 9,760 5.095 4,665 
5 Bhakuri 12,656 6.571 6,085 
6 Naudapanur 8,859 4.568 4,291 
7 Daulatbazar 8,752 4,495 4,257 
8 Chhaghori-Madaupur . 11,993 6,055 5,938 

Berhampur Municipality . 55,613 

Total 81,779 41,888 39,891 55,613 137,647 137,823 

Beldanga 1 Mahula 11,714 6,007 5,707 
2 Chaitanpur 10,894 5,508 5,386 
3 Bhabda . 11,759 5,971 5.788 
4 Sujapur . 16,154 8,300 7,854 
5 Beldanga 22,764 11,465 11,299 
6 Kashipur 6,245 3,193 3,052 
7 Kapashdanga 13,683 6,939 6,744 
8 Dadpur . 6,766 3,438 3,328 
9 Rampara 9,031 4,569 4,462 

10 Andulberia 8,062 4,048 4,014 
11 Kamnagar 7,358 3,797 3,561 
12 Saktipur . 8,375 4,250 4,125 
13 Shompara . 10,820 5,586 5,234 
14 Bachhra-Ramnagar 8,036 4,096 3,940 

Total 151,661 77,167 74,494 151,661 151.339 

Nawada I Chand pur 8.159 4,181 3,978 

2 Raipur 5.626 2,834- 2,792 

3 Madhupur 6,810 3,464 3,346 

4 Nawada 7,133 3,616 3.517 

5 Sarbangapur 9,270 4,699 4,571 

6 Bali 9,300 4,697 4,603 

7 Patkabari 12,193 6,210 5,983 

Total 58,491 29,701 28.790 58.491 58,652 

Hariharpara. 1 Raipur 5.297 2,681 2,616 

2 Khidirpur 6,893 3,676 3,217 

3 Humaipur 8.989 4,546 4,443 
4 Rukanpur 8,061 4,064 3,997 

5 Hariharpara 6,342 3,193 3,149 

6 Dharampur 8,571 4,340 4,231 
7 Swaruppur 8,959 4,582 4,377 

8 Choa 5,138 2,646 2,492 

Total 58,250 29,728 28,522 58,250 58,570 
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TABLE 1.6-APPROXIMATE POPULATION OF UNIONS--contd. 

Subdivision and Thana 

1 

Sadar Subdivision-contd. 

Domkal 

Jalangi 

Lalbagh Subdivision 

Lalgola 

Bhagwangola 

)iaganj 

Nabagram 

~umber 
of 

Union 
Name of Union 

2 3 

1 Dhulauri. 
2 Jitpur 
3 Domkal . 
4 Bhagirathpur 
5 Garibpur. 
6 Joginda 
7 Raipur 
8 Goraimari 

1 nebipur 
2 Sagarpara 
3 Khayramari 
4 Sadikhandiar 
5 Jalangi 

1 Nashipur. 
2 Paikpara. 
3 Dewansarai 
4 Lalgola 
5 Durlavpur 
6 Jashaitala 
7 Manikchak 

1 Sundarpur 
2 Bhagwangola 
3 Kan tanagar 
4 Akhiriganj 
5 Baligram 
6 Muhammadpur 
7 Amdahara 
8 Saralpur . 

1 Makundabagb. 
2 Bahadurpur . 

Jiaganj-Azimganj 
Municipality . 

1 Panchgram 
2 Gure-Pasla 
3 Maharul 
4 Nabagram 
5 Narainpur 
6 Kiriteswari 
7 Sibpur 
8 Bagirapara 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Total 

9 

Persons 

4 

5,908 
10,478 
13,522 
11,420 
12,381 
8,103 
8,884 
9,871 

80,567 

9,204 
14,114 
8,521 
6,249 

16,034 

54,122 

10,992 
9,377 

'7,619 
22,026 

3,427 
10,427 
14,866 

78,734 

11,304-
9,971 

13,569 
11,806 
14,488 
12,090 
7,310 
9,260 

89,798 

5,629 
4,078 

9,707 

8,54-9 
6,701 
6,452 
6,838 
6,678 
7,858 
8,909 
8,089 

60,074 

Males 

5 

2,991 
5,294 
6,926 
5,647 
6,315 
4-,139 
4,436 
4,991 

40,739 

4,551 
7,179 
4,364 
3,161 
8,191 

27,446 

5,330 
4,587 
3,763 

11,203 
1,727 
5,099 
7,333 

39,042 

5,658 
5,040 
6,682 
6,015 
7,209 
5,883 
3,661 
4,627 

44,775 

2,844 
2,123 

4,967 

4,323 
3,346 
3,197 
3,397 
3,343 
4,033 
4,507 
4,100 

30,246 

Females 

6 

2,917 
5,184 
6,596 
5,773 
6,066 
3,964 
4,448 
4,880 

39,828 

4,653 
6,935 
4,157 
3,088 
7,843 

26,676 

5,662 
4,790 
3,856 

10,823 
1,700 
5,328 
7,533 

39,692 

5,646 
4,931 
6,887 
5,791 
7,279 
6,207 
3,649 
4,633 

45,023 

2.785 
1.955 

4,740 

4.226 
3.~55 
3,255 
3,441 
3,335 
3,825 
4,402 
3,989 

29,828 

Final 
popula.
tion of 

Town in 
Thana 

7 

19,148 

19,148 

Provi
sional 

popula
non of 
Thana 

8 

80,567 

54.122 

78,734 

89.798 

28,844 

60,074 

Final 
popula
tion of 
Thana 

9 

82.804 

55,040 

78,247 

89,808 

29,130 

60,443 



TABLE 1.6-f\PPROXIMATE POPULATION OF UNIONS-contd. 

Final Provi- Final 
Number popula- sional popula-

Subdivision and Thana. of Name of Union Persons Males Females tion of popula- tion of 
Union Town in tion of Thana 

Thana Thana 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Lalbagh Subdivision.~ontd. 

Murshidabad 1 Dahapara. 9.019 4.680 4,339 
2 Prasad pur 5.841 2.991 2,850 
3 Kapashdanga 8.721 4.482 4.239 
4 Dangapara . . 10.337 5.266 5.071 

Murshidabad Municipality 10,756 

Total 33.918 17 ,419 16.499 10.756 44.750 44.571 

Raninagar 1 Hurshi 8.987 4.498 4.489 
2 Paharpur. 10.221 5.179 5.042 
3 Herampul1 10.003 5.093 4.910 
4 Islampur . 12.639 6.415, 6.224 
5 Kalinagar 17.003 8.506 8.497 
6 Raninagar 8.658 4.265 4.393 
7 Kat!amari 14.184 7.116 7.068 
8 Rajapur 11.155 5.637 5.518 

Total 92.850 46.709 46.141 92.850 91.672 

Jangipur Subdivision 

Farakka ~ 1 Bewa . 8.021 4.043 .3.978 
2 Beniagram 11.897 5.907 -5.990 
3 Imamnagar 14.887 7.498 7.389 
4 Arjunpur 24.315 12.035 12.280 

Total 59.120 29,483 ?9.6~7 59.120 58.791 

Samserganj 1 Kanchan tala 15.590 7.693 7.897 
2 Nawapara 11.712 5.731 5.981 
3 P~otapganj 19.250 9.660 9.590 
4 Nimtita 12.152 6.002 6.150 

Dhulian Municipality 15.935 

Total 58.704 29.086 29.618 15.935 74.558 74.324 

Suti 1 Kasimnagar 11.503 5.705 5.798 
2 Bahuta! . 9.951 4.979 4.972 
3 HHora 8.843 4.350 4.493 
4 Mahesail 6.646 3.305 3.341 
5 Aurangabad 17.959 9.002 8.957 .. 
6 Bajitpur 14.028 6.988 7.040 
7 Nurpur 14.488 7.262 7.226 
8 Miran 9.313 4.714 4.599 

Total 92.731 46.a05 46.4:26 92.731 91.686 

Ragbuna thgan j 1 Jamuar 6.983 3.533 3,450 
2 Jorur 10.484 5.211 5.273 
3 Mirzapur 5.965 3.004 2.961 
4 Da:ffarpur 11.465 5.637 5.828 
5 Mithipur 17.434 8.550 8.884 
6 Dayarampur 23.352 11.644 11.708 
7 Teghari . 12.624 6.323 6.301 
8 Gobindapur . . f3.252 6.527 6.725 
9 Sekhalipur . . 12.214 6.041 6.173 

Jangipur Municipality 18.255 

Total 113.773 56.470 57.303 18.255 132.072 132.633 

lQ, 



TABLE 1.6-APPROXlMATE POPULATION OF UNIONS-concld. 

Final Provi- Final 
Number popula- sional popula-

Subdivision and Thana of Name of Union Persons Males Females tion of popula- tion of 
Union Town in tion of Thana 

Thana Thana 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Jangipur Subdivision-contd. 

Sagardighi 1 Bokhra 9,150 4,615 4,535 
2 Sagardighi 9,054 4.628 4,426 
3 Barala 5,720 2.860 2,860 
4 Go bordhandanga 7,866 3.857 4,009 
5 Patikaldanga 7.073 3.552 3,521 
6 Balia 12,240 6.152 6,088 
7 Manigram 7,380 3.644 3,736 
8 More gram 6.809 3.431 3,378 
9 Baneswar 8,779 4.418 4,361 

Total 74.071 37,157 36,914 74.071 74,545 

l{ andi Subdivision 

Kandi I Kumarsanda 8,031 4,048 3,983 
2 Mahalandi 10,530 5,302 5,228 
3 Gorkarna 9,730 4,873 4,857 
4 Purandarpur 9,590 4,907 4,683 
5 Andulia 8,736 4.610 4,126 
6 Jashori-Anukha . 9.546 4,867 4,679 

Kandi Municipality . 15,220 

Total 56,163 28,607 27,556 15,220 71,539 71,436 

Khargram I Padamkandi 6,926 3,483 3,443 
2 Jhilli 8,072 4,094 3,978 
3 Indrani 10,620 5,282 5,338 
4 Parulia 7,909 3,949 3,960 
5 Eroali 8,851 4,287 4.564 
6 Kiritpur 10,230 5,181 5,049 
7 Sadal 6,811 3,428 3,383 
8 Margram 7,403 3,799 3,604 
9 Khargram 9,884 5,017 4.867 

10 Belia 5,198 2,648 2,550 

Total 81,904 41,168 40,736 81,904 81,902 

Burwan I Kalyanpur 8.154 4,141 4,013 
2 Kuli 11,164 5,643 5,521 
3 Sabaldah 8,690 4,418 4,272 
4 Biprasekhar 6,444 3,294 3,150 
5 Burwan 9,641 4,931 4,710 
6 Sahara 9,125 4,513 4,612 
7 Kurunnarun 6,301 3,192 3,109 
8 Sundarpur 9,044 4,577 4,467 
9 Panchthupi 13,251 6,657 6,594 

Total 81,814 41,366 40,448 81,814 81,917 

Bharatpur 1 Jajan 12,253 6,340 5,913 
2 Alugram 7,614 3,912 3,702 
3 Amlai 5,986 3,043 2,943 
4 Sijgram 8,160 4,123 4,037 
5 Bharatpur 8,059 3,976 4,083 
6 Talgram 8,262 4.217 4,045 
7 Godda 8,219 4,102 4,117 
8 Malihati 10,704 5,365 5,339 
9 Baidyapur 6,039 3,134 2,905 

10 Simulia-Banwaribad. 12,540 6,244 6,296 
11 Salar 10,640 5,378 5,262 
12 Kagram-Talibpur 12.3M 6,171 6,226 

Total 110,873 56,005 54,868 110,873 110,426 
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TABLE l.11-ECONOMIC T ABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS 

(Relates to Selfsupporting Persons Only) 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICf 

Persons following the occupation as 
---, 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

Total Employers Employees Independent workers 

All Industries and Services 

Rural-71 
"Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

{

Total . 
. Rural . 

Urban. 

lVlswn - nmary n us rles R I D · - - 0 P - I d t - {Total 
not elsewhere specified U:~:n 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

0-I-Stock Raising 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rnral-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

{

Total _ 
• Rural _ 

Urban _ 

0-2-Rearing of small animals {~~~~\ : 
and insects Urban . 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 

r-----~---, r--
Males Females Males Females 

2 

129,708 
101,095 
28,6~ 

15.075 
12.706 
13,216 
8,238 

22.196 
13.353 
8,738 
7,573 

13.394 
15.219 

11,400 
JO,540 

860 

1.104 
2.113 
1.583 

594 
1,518 

944 
1,206 
1.478 

98 
762 

3,650 
3,283 

367 

323 
699 
329 
66 

213 
401 
478 
774 

35 
332 

269 
258 

11 

250 
3 
5 

11 

3 

33,197 
26,980 

6,217 

3.076 
3,988 
3.731 
2.023 
4.246 
3.818 
3.010 
3,088 

2,386 
-3,831 

J,1l2 
J,035 

77 

66 
110 
100 
26 

122 
36 

281 
294 

2 
75 

180 
177 

3 

3 
37 
22 

55 
21 
20 
19 

1 
2 

36 
36 

2 
33 

46 

4 

2,125 
1,613 

512 

734 
83 

274 
33 

303 
181 

2 
3 

99 
413 

73 
73 

34 
2 

29 
7 

26 
26 

2 

16 
7 

5 

175 
169 

6 

22 
49 
32 
10 
52 

1 
3 

2 
4 

19 
19 

17 

9 
9 

7 

.-. 

Males Females Males Females 

6 

45,212 
33,638 
11,574 

4.009 
5,135 
6,484 
2.134 
5.542 
4.146 
2.938 
3.250 

7.162 
4.412 

2,858 
2,803 

55 

196 
1.154 

221 
28 

140 
259 
126 
679 

52 
3 

1,845 
1.818 

27 

182 
472 
220 
28 
58 
56 

124 
678 

24 
3 

205 
201 

4 

201 

4 

7 

8,061 
5,300 
2,761 • 

365 
764 
908 
252 
794 
630 

1,001 
586 

1 • .614 
1,147 

64 
64 

13 
18 

4 
9 

12 

8 

42 
42 

16 

9 
12 

5 

8 

82,371 
65,844 
16,527 

10,332 
7,488 
6.458 
6,071 

16,351 
9,026 
5,798 
4.320 

6,133 
10,394 

8.469 
7,664 

805 

874 
957 

1.362 
566 

1,349 
678 

1.080 
798 

46 
759 

1.779 
1,439 

340 

141 
225 
109 
38 

139 
338 
354 

95 

11 
329 

64 
57 
7 

49 
3 
5 

7 

9 

24,961 
21,511 

3,450 

2,689 
3,175 
2,791 
1.761 
3.400 
3,188 
2.008 
2,499 

770 
2.680 

J,029 
952 
77 

53 
75 

100 
22 

112 
24 

280 
286 

2 
75 

129 
126 

3 

3 
14 
22 

45 
9 

19 
14 

1 
2 

36 
36 

2 
33 



TABLE l.11-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

{Total 
Q'3-Plantation Industries . Rural 

Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Ru,ral-75 
Rural-77 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

0'4-Fotestry and Collection of {Total . 
products not elsewhere speci- Rural . 
fieri Urban. 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

O'S-Hunting (including trap- {~otal . 
ping and Game Propagation) U~b:n : 

Rural-77 

{Total 
0'6-Fishing . Rural 

Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 -Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Total 
,--__ ..A___-----, 

Males Females 

2 

190 
189 

1 

69 
69 

1 
46 

4 

368 
226 
142 

64 
2 
7 
2 

26 
14 

103 
8 

21 
121 

6.923 
6.584 

339 

648 
1.093 
1.243 

526 
1.233 

529 
621 
691 

30 
309 

3 

30 
27 
3 

27 

3 

36 
36 

9 
2 

2 
3 

20 

236 
236 

236 

594 
523 

71 

52 
11 
78 
24 
64 
15 
25 

254 

1 
70 

47 

Persons following the occnpation as 
~-------.---------~ 

Employers Employees 
,.-------"------., ~----"-------, 

Males Females Males Females 

4 5 6 7 

6 10 61 
6 10 61 

.. 
2 

10 45 
1 

4 15 

38 34 
38 15 

19 

32 

6 12 
3 

19 

.,. 

3 713 20 
3 708 20 

5 

14 13 
436 

4 
3 55 

200 
2 
1 3 

5 

......., 
Independent workers 
,.-----.A---, 

Males Females 

8 

123 
122 

1 

67 
24 

27 
4 

296 
173 
123 

32 
2 
7 
2 
8 

11 
103 

8 

2 
121 

6.207 
5.873 

334 

634 
657 

1.243 
526 

1.175 
329 
619 
690 

25 
309 

9 

19 
16 
3 

16 

3 

35 
35 

9 
1 

2 
3 

20 

236 
236 

236 

574 
503 

71 

39 
II 
78 
20 
64 
15 
25 

251 

1 
70 



TABLE loll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

Division I-Mining and Quarry- Rural . 
{

Total . 

ing Urban. 

Rural-72 
Rural-74 
Rural-77 
Rural-7S 

I·O-Non-metallic mining and f Total 
quarrying not otherwise classi- lRural 
ned-including mining and Urban 
quarrying of such materials as 
precious and semi-precious 
stones. asbestos. gypsum. sul-
phur. asphalt. bitumen 

Rural-78 

1'I-Coal mining-Mines prima- {Total . 
rily engaged in the extraction Rural . 
of anthracite and of soft coals Urban. 
such as bituminous. sub
bituminous and lignite 

Rural-77 
Rural-78 

1'3-Metal mining except iron Rural . {Total 
are mining Urban 

Rural-74 
Rural-78 

1·5--Stone-quarrying. clay and {Total . 
sand pits-Extraction from the Rural . 
earth of stone. clay. sand and Urban. 
other materials used in building 
or manufacture of cement 

Rural-72 
Rural-74 
Rural-77 

1'6-Mica 

Rural-7S 

{
Total 

. Rural 
Urban 

Division 2-Processing and Manu- {Total 
/actU'Ye-Foodstl{ffs. Textiles. Rural 
Leather and Products thereof Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rutal-73 
Rurai-74-
RUr<ip...75 
Rutal-76 
Rurill-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Total 

Males Females 

2 

237 
237 

5 
99 

120 
13 

4 
4 

4 

8 
8 

4 
4 

13 
13 

9 
4 

211 
211 

5 
90 

116 

17.268 
13.847 
3.421 

1.884 
1,4-95 

573 
986 

5.743 
1.344 

925 
897 

1.168 
2.253 

3 

3 
3 

1 
2 

3 
3 

1 
2 

15.675 
]4,949 

726 

1.212 
2.4-22 
1.643 
1.404-
2.767 
2.099 
1.615 
1.787 

125 
601 

48 

Persons following the occupation as 

Employers 
r-~ 

Males Females 

4 

529 
520 

9 

342 

1 
5 

115 
56 

9 

5 

82 
82 

20 
19 

8 
32 

3 

Employees 
r-~ 

Males Females 

6 

10 
10 

3 

7 

3 
3 

3 

3 
3 

3 

3 
3 

3 

5,266 
4.602 

664 

349 
_ 833 

126 
133 

2.795 
31\ 
29 
26 

543 
121 

7 

3 
3 

I 
2 

3 
3 

1 
2 

J.664 
].641 

23 

27 
243 

3 
81 

605 
23 

483 
176 

8 
15 

Independent workers 
.----"---. 

Males Females 

8 

227 
227 

2 
99 

120 
6 

4-
4-

4 

5 
5 

4 
1 

10 
10 

9 
1 

208 
208 

2 
90 

116 

11.473 
8,725 
2,748 

1.193 
662 
446 
848 

2.833 
977 
896 
870 

616 
2.132 

9 

]3.929 
]3,226 

703 

L 165 
2.160 
1.640 
1.315 
2.130 
2.076 
1.132 
1.608 

117 
586 



TABLE loll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 
r---

Division and Subdivision of Industnes Total Employers Employees Independent workers 
and Ser-,Qces and Tract ,....-------'--, 

Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

2·O-Food Industries th . {Total . 289 191 2 7 103 31 184 153 

unclassified 
o erWlse Rural . 258 171 2 7 101 31 155 133 

Urban. 31 20 .. 2 29 20 

Rural-71 3 35 • 7 3 24 
Rural-72 i2 88 3 23 17 49 68 
Rural-73 14 23 3 14 20 
Rural-74 19 4 16 3 4 
Rural-75 22 2 8 12 
Rural-76 113 13 53 4 60 9 
Rural-77 3 2 3 2 
Rural-78 12 6 11 6 

Urban-3t .. 31 20 2 29 20 

I 

{Total . 1,291 t3,694 18 32 412 1,321 861 12,34t 
2'I-Grains and pulses . Rural . 447 13,363 10 32 120 1,320 317 12,011 

Urban. 844 331 8 292 1 544 330 

Rural-71 154 1,005 6 31 8 117 997 
Rural-72 50 2,097 2 27 107 23 1,988 
Rural-73 30 1,588 26 4 1,588 
Rural-74 30 1,304 8 2 79 28 1,217 
Rural-75 52 2,112 4 19 8 467 40 1,626 
Rural-76 44 1.957 10 34 1,957 
Rural-77 52 1,552 5 483 47 1,069 
Rural-78 35 1,748 3 11 176 24 1,569 

Ueban-31 369 53 8 292 69 52 
Urban-32 ; 475 278. 475 278 

Z'Z-VegetabJe oil and dairy {Total . 821 43 51 159 611 43 

products Rural . 647 35 51 155 441 35 
Urban. 174 8 4 170 8 

Rural-71 109 2 45 33 31 2 
Rural-72 169 11 62 107 11 
Rural-73 53 7 9 44 7 
Rural-74 112 10 1 111 10 
Rural-75 141 6 25 110 
Rural-76 34 4 .. 3 31 4 
Rural-77 21 1 18 3 1 
Rural-78 8 4 4 

Urban-31 28 5 4 24 5 
Urban-32 146 3 146 3 

{Total • 397 117 194 77 203 40 
-a'3-Sugar Industries I Rural . 323 76 '169 76 154 

Urban. 74 41 25 1 49 40 

Rural-71 40 .. 15 25 
Rural-72 271 76 .. 154 76 117 
Rural-73 5 5 
Rural-76 4 .. ., 4 
Rural-77 1 .. .. 1 
Rural-7S 2 .. .. 2 

Urban-31 39 1 .. 25 14 
Urban-32 35 40 .. 35 40 

49. 
7 



TABLE l.11-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Se-.rvices. and Tract 

Total Employers Employees Independent workers 

2· 4-Beverages 

Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 

1 
Urban-31 
Urban-32 

2'5-Tobacco 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
;Rural-73 
'Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

2'6-Cotton textiles 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

{
Total 

. Rural 
Urban 

{
Total 

• Rural 
Urban 

{
Total . 

. Rural . 
Urban. 

2'7-Wearing apparel (except ITotal 
footwear) and made-up textile lRural 
goods Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-3, 

,-----..-'---, 
Males Females Males Females 

2 

94 
46 
48 

6 
7 

33 

10 
38 

5,931 
5,139 

792 

118 
305 
107 
80 

3,880 
280 
249 
120 

319 
473 

3,746 
3,597 

149 

592 
334 

68 
283 

1,248 
180 
477 
415 

84 
65 

1,405 
812 
593 

88 
147 
80 
75 
85 

232 
59 
46 

148 
445 

3 

27 
27 

3 
24 

759 
543 
216 

59 
9 
4 

458 
8 
1 
4 

38 
178 

353 
307 

46 

69 
44 

2 
13 

128 
26 
It 
14 

6 
40 

153 
136 
17 

4 
29 

5 
59 

2 
9 

24 
4 

'! 
16. 

4 

151 
151 

45 

1 
57 
47 

166 
166 

146 

20 

34 
34 

22 

10 
2 

5 

11 
11 

11 

19 
19 

5 
12 

.. 
2 

2 
2 

2 

Males Females Males Females 

6 

45 
6 

39 

5 

9 
30 

2,756 
2,600 

156 

185 
90 

6 
2,304 

11 

4 

83 
73 

873 
829 
44 

218 
218 

77 
208 
105 

1 
2 

44 

268 
200 
68 

7 
62 

1 
1 

22 
100 

4 
3 

50 
18 

7 

141 
141 

31 

103 
7 

36 
30 
6 

2 

2 
26 

6 

8 
8 

8 

8 

48 
40 
8 

1 
7 

32 

8 

3,024 
2,388 

636 

73 
120 

17 
73 

1,519 
222 
249 
115 

236 
400 

2,707 
2,602 

105 

228 
116 
68 

206 
1,020 

75 
476 
413 

40 
65 

1,103 
578 
525 

59 
85 
79 
74 
53 

130 
55 
43 

98 
427 

9 

27 
27 

3 
24 

607 
391 
216 

28 
9 
4 

344 
1 
1 
4 

38 
178 

a98 
258 
40 

64 
30 

2 
11 

100 
26 
It 
14 

40 

143 
126 
17 

4 
19 
5 

59 
2 
9 

24 
~ 

1 
16 



TABLE l.ll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 

Division and Subdivision of Inaustries Total Employers Employees Independent workers 
and Services and Tract 

Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 

2 3 4 5 6 7 • 8 9 

2·8_!_ Textile Industries th . {Total . 2,246 308 90 11 213 49 1,943 248 

unclassified 
o erWlse Rural . 1,739 267 90 11 213 34 1,436 222 

Urban . 507 41 .. 15 507 26 

Rnral-71 615 97 77 11 41 12 497 74 
Rural-72 13 11 .. 2 2 11 9 
Rural-73 72 1 1 30 71 1 
Rural-74 318 7 3 113 285 7 
Rural-75 132 65 4 26 8 15 57 
Rural-76 333 75 5 12 302 63 
Rural-77 6 11 .. 6 
Rural-78 250 249 11 

Urban-32 507 41 .. 15 507 26 

2'9-Leather, leather. products {~ota\ . 
1,048 30 16 243 789 29 

and footwear ura . 839 24 16 209 614 23 
Urban. 209 6 34 175 6 

Rural-71 165 4 160 
Rural-72 128 7 95 33 7 
Rural-73 137 5 137 5 
Rural-74 69 3 1 68 3 
Rural-75 183 2 12 107 64 1 
Rural-]6 124 7 2 a 119 7 
Rural-77 24 24 
Rural-78 9 ". 9 

Urban-31 140 1 34 106 1 
Urban-32 69 5 69 5 

Division 3-Processing and Ma- {Total . 2.300. 37 98 1 733 6 1,469 30 
nufacture-Metals,' Chemicals Rural . 1.835 25 91 1 570 3 ],]74 21 
and Products thereof Urban . 465 12 7 163 3 295 9 

Rural-71 331 50 49 232 
Rural-72 267 10 1. 184 82 8 
Rural-73 193 4 18 171 
Rural-74 140 6 1 6 133 5 
Rural-75 426 32 217 177 
Rural-76 235 5 3 72 160 4 
Rural-77 ~ 140 16 124 
Rural-78 103 4 8 95 4 

Urban-31 ~ 351 4 7 145 199 4 
Urban-32 114 8 18 3 96 5 

3'0-Manufacture of metal pro- {~ota\ 1,809 31 51 563 2 1. 195 28 
1,527 23 44 493 t 990 21 

ducts, otherwise unclassified U~~~n 282 8 7 70 1 205 7 

Rural-71 192 8 19 165 
Rural-72 197 10 1 164 32 8 
Rural-73 ~ 167 4 9 154 
Rural-74 100 5 3 97 5 
Rural-75 413 30 210 173 
Rural-76 220 4 1 67 152 4 
Rural-77 " 139 16 123 
Rural-78 99 4 5 94 4 

Urban-31 225 2 7 70 -148 2 
Urban-32 57 6 57 5 

51 



TABLE 1.1l-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISION8-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

Total Employers Employees Independent workers 

1 • 

g'I-Iron and Steel (Basic Manu- {Total 
facture)-Manufacture of iron Rural 
and steel. including all processes Urban 
such as smelting and refining;. 
rolling and drawing; and alloy-
ing and me manufacture of 
castings, forgings and other 
basic forms of ferrous metals 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 

3'3-Transport Equipment 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urhan-32 

. / 

jTotal 
. lRural 

Urban 

3'4-Electrical machinerY, appa- {Total 
ratus, appliances ana supplies . ~~~!~ 

Rural-73 
Rura~-78 

Urban-31 

3'S--Machinery (other than elec- {Total 
trical machinery) including Rural 
Engineering Workshops-Engi- Urban 
neering workshops engaged in 
producing machine and equip-
ment parts 

Rural-73 

Urban-31 

3'6-Basic Industrial Chemicals, {1ota\ 
Fertilisers and Power Alcohol U~~~n 

Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-77 

Males Females 

2 

107 
98 
9 

51 
1 

38 

7 

9 

298 
183· 
115 

134 
9 

16 
2 

13 
8 
1 

58 
57 

5 
5 

4 
1 

4 
4 

4 

11 
11 

9 
1 
1 

3 

3 
1 
2 

2 

52 

Males Females 

3 
3 

2 

44 
44 

42 

2 

5 

Males Females Males Females 

6 

31 
22 

9 

13 
1 
2 

5 

9 

109 
45 
64 

26 
3 
7 
1. 
7 

46 
18 

3 
3 

3 

7 

3 
I 
2 

2 

8 

73 
73 

38 

35 

145 
94 
51 

66 
6 
9 
I 
4 
8 

12 
39 

4 
4 

4 

3 
3 

3 

8 
8 

6 
I 
I 

9 

1 



TABLE loll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

3'7-Medical and Pharmaceutical {~ota\ 
Preparations UUbra r an 

Rura,I-71 
Rural-72 

~'8-Manufacture of chemical {1otal . 
products otherwise unclassified U u~al . . r an . 

Rural-71 
Rural-78 

Urban--31 

/ 

Division 4-Processing and Manu- {Total . 
facture-Not elsewhere specified {}.u~al . r an . 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

4'0-Manufacturing Industries {~otall . 
otherwise unclassified U u~a . r an . 

Rural-7I 
Rura,J-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban--31 
Urban-32 

4'I-Products of petroleum and {Total . 
coal . Rural . 

Urban. 

Rural-73 
Rural-76 ... 

Total 

Males Females 

2 3 

2 
2 

64 
5 

59 

4 
1 

59 

8.436 
7.294 
1.142 

1,333 
1,000 
1,351 

441 
817 

1,156 
662 
534 

670 
472 

1,912 
1,645 

267 

627 
209 
235 

76 
62 

193 
98 

145 

186 
81 

211 
211 

1 
210 

1.045 
735 
310 

114 
87 
90 
28 
59 

134 
131 
92 

245 
65 

179 
138 
41 

106 
13 
6 
6 
2 
4 
1 

15 
26 

53 

Persons following the occupation as 

Employers Employees 

Males Females Males Females 

4 5 6 7 

... 

24 
4 

20 

4 

20 

117 4 2,411 300 
115 4 2.015' 81 

2 396 219 

28 2 291 1 
560 2 

1 529 24 
6 20 

41 2 130 14 
38 477 38 

1 3 1 
5 1 

2 392 219 
4 

29 430 5 
29 362 5 

68 

7 28 
139 
147 

"J 
3 7 

18 34 3 
1 

64 
4 

.. 200 .. 200 .. .. 

.. 200 

Independent workers 

Males Females 

8 9 

40 
1 

39 

39 

5.908 741 
5164 650 

744 91 

1,014 111 
440 85 
821 66 
415 28 
646 43 
'641 96 
658 130 
529 91 

276 26 
468 65 

1,453 174 
1,254 133 

199 41 

592 105 
70 13 
87 6 
69 6 
52 2 

141 1 
98 

145 

122 15 
77 26 

11 
11 

1 
10 



TABLE l.ll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

4·2-Bricks. tiles and other {Total . 
structural clay products-Struc- Rural . 
tural clay' products such as Urban. 
bricks. tiles. etc. 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rura1-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

4'4-Non-metallic mineral 
ducts 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

pro- {Total 
Rural 
Urban 

4'6-Wood and wood products JTotal 
other than furniture and fixtures l~~~:~ 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

4·7-Furniture and fixtures- {Total 
Manufacture of household. Rural 
,Office, public buildings. pro£es- Urban 
sional and restaurant furniture; 
office and store fixtures. screens. 
shades. etc .• regardless of mate-
rial used -

Rural-78 

4'8-Paper and paper .products {Total . 
-Manufacture of paper and Rural . 
paper board and articles of pulp. ·.Urban . 
paper and paper board 

Urban-31 . , 
../ 

Total 

Males Females 

2 3 

1.184 
801 
383 

220 
81 

394 
6 

54 
35 
9 
2 

318 
65 

985 
903 
82 

10 
113 

12 
292 
204 

56 
125 
91 

19 
63 

4.015 
3.656 

359 

476 
592 
693 

67 
466 
662 
405 
295 

142 
217 

14 
14 

14 

293 
69 

224 

8 
25 

36 

219 
5 

225 
217 

8 

1 
25 
30 
6 

56 
27 
51 
21 

2 
6 

343 
309 

34 

7 
41 
29 
16 

1 
67 
77 
71 

8 
26 

2 
2 

2 

Persons following the occupation as 

Employers 

Males Females 

4 5 

8 
6 
2 

3 
3 

2 

18 
18 

6 
12 

53 
53 

21 

15 
17 

1 
1 

2 
2 

2 

2 
2 

2 

., 

Employees 

Males Females 

6 7 

898 
616 
282 

150 
67 

379 
6 
8 
6 

282 

133 
129 

4 

13 

5 
40 
40 

1 

4 

717 
680 

37 

113 
309 

1 
2 

52 
197 

2 
4 

37 

274 
55 

219 

2 
22 

31 

219 

14 
14 

14 

7 
7 

2 

4 

Independent workers 

Males Females 

8 9 

278 
179 
99 

70 
14 
15 

43 
26 

9 
2 

34 
65 

834 
756 

78 

10 
70 
12 

281 
152 

16 
124 
91 

15 
63 

3.245 
2.923 

322 

342 
283 
692 

65 
399 
448 
403 
291 

105 
217 

13 
13 

13 

19 
14 
5 

6 
3 

5 

5 

209 
201 

8 

1 
25 
30 

6 
40 
27 
51 
21 

2 
6 

334 
300 

34 

5 
41 
27 
16 

1 
63 
77 
70 

8 
26 

2 
2 

2 



TABLE loll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

{Total 
4'9-Printing and Allied Industries Rural 

Urban 

Rural-72 
Rural-73 
'Rural-75 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Division 5-Constyuction and Uti- {~otall 
IT llra 
lies Urban 

Rural--71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-3l 
Urban-32 

5'O---Construction and mainte- ITotal . 
nance of works-otherwise un- l Rural , 
classified Urban . 

Rural--71 
Rural--72 
Rural--73 
Rural-74 
Rural--78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

5· 1 ---Construction and mainte- ITotal 
nance:_Buildings lRural 

Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural--73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 ~ 

Urban-32 

Total 
~-, 

Males Females, 

2 3 

115 2 
64 
51 2 

5 
16 
31 
11 

1 

5 
46 2 

8,315 1,433 
6,798 1,261 
1,517 172 

229 
397 34 
510 759 
175 6 
800 75 

4,406 320 
96 3 

185 64 

475 13 
1.042 159 

283 5 
150 2 
133 3 

15 
3 

1t9 
5 
8 

132 3 , 
I 

3.606 254 
2.355 87 
1.251 167 

176 
373 25 
355 
>94 1 

336 49 
900 12 

70 
51 

229 8 
1.022 159 

55 

Persons following the occupation as 
r---------------------~------------------____. 

Employers 
,---~ 

'Males Females 

4 5 

8-
8 

.. 
8 

21 30 
19 30 

2 

29 

19 

2 

Employees Independent workers 
,-----"------, 

Males Females Males Females 

6 7 

33 
28 

5 

2 
2 

23 

5 

1,532 811 
1,369 695 

163 116 

48 
18 1 
41 '525 
72 4 

343 30 
708 111 

52 
87 24 

144 9 
19 107 

41 4 
11 1 
30 3 

4 
3 

4 

30 ~ 

163 139 
104 28 
59 111 

7 
4 
6 

56 28 

27 
4 

59 4 
.107 

8 !l 

74 2 
28 
<!6 2 

3 
14 

11 

46 2 

6,762 592 
5.410 536 
1.352 56 

181 
379 33 
469 205 
103 2 
438 44 

3.698 209 
44 3 
98 40 

329 4 
l.Q23 52 

242 
139 
103 

11 

119 
5 
4 

102 
1 

3.443 115 
2.251 59 
1,192 56 

169 
369 :>5 
349 

94 1 
280 21 
900 12 

43 
47 

170 4 
1.022 52 



TABLE l.11-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

Total Employers Employees Independent workers 

1 

5'2-Construction and mainte- {Total . 
nance-Roads, Bridges and Rural . 
other Transport Works Urban. 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 

5'3-Construction and mainte· {Total 0 

- .nance-Telegraph and Tele- Rural . 
phone Lines Urban 0 

Rural-74 

5'4-Construction and mainte- {Total . 
nance operations-Irrigation Rural 0 

and other agricultural works Urban. 

Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
CRural-76 
Rural_:77 
Rural-78 

5·S-Works and Services-Electric {~otall . 
Power and G&.S supply U~b~n : 

Rural-71 
Rural-73 
Rural-75 

Urban-31 

5'6-Works and Services-Domes- {~ota\ 0 

tic and Industrial'water supply U~b~n: 

'Rural-75 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-32 

5'7-Sanitary Works and Services {~ota\ . 
-Including scavengers U~b::n : 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Males Females 

2 

238 
168 
70 

25 
4 
3 

37 
71 
6 
9 

13 

70 

21 
21 

21 

3,878 
3,878 

4 
7 
2 

252 
3,499 

12 
102 

49 
5 

44 

II 
3 
1 

44 

70 
51 
19 

46 
2 
3 

19 

170 
170 

12 
13 
23 
16 
94 

1 
3 
8 

3 

52 
51 

1 

39 

12 

1,088 
1,088 

706 

8 
308 

7 
59 

4 
4 

4 

29 
29 

8 
14 

4.-
2 

56 

,..---.A.--, 
Males Females Males Females Males Females 

4 

2 

2 

2 

15 
15 

15 

4 
4 

4 

5 

30 
30 

29 

6 

144 
130 

14 

24 
4 
3 

34 
43 

3 
9 

·10 

14 

21 
21 

21 

913 
913 

4 
7 
2 

122 
704 

12 
62 

46 
5 

41 

1 
3 
1 

41 

54 
35 
19 

31 
2 
2 

19 

150 
150 

12 
3 

22 
15 
90 

1 
2 
5 

7 

30 
29 

1 

29 

630 
630 

496 

111 

23 

1 

7 
7 

4 
2 

8 

92 
38 
54.-

3 
28 

3 

"'3 

54 

2,950 
2,950 

115 
2,795 

o_' 

40 

3 

3 

3 

16 
16 

15 

16 
16 

10 
1 
1 

1 
3 

9 

22 
22 

10 

i2 

428 
428 

181 

7 
197 

7 
36 

4 
4 

4 

22 
22 

8 
14 



TABLE l.ll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

Total Employers Employees Independent workers 

Division 6-Commerce 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

{
Total . 

. Rural 
Urban. 

6'0-Retail trade otherwise un- {Total . 
classified Rural . 

Urban . 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

6·.I-Retail trade in foodstuffs {Total . 
(including beverages and nar-· Rural . 

,cotics) Urban . 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Ur~an-32 

6'2-Retail trade in fuel (includ- {Total Rural 
ing petrol) Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Ruml-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

8 

~--. 
Males Females Males Females 

2 ' 

26.434 
18,794 

7,640 

3,369 
3,094 
2,261 
1,678 
3,390 
2,629 
1,529 

844 

3,242 
4,398 

5,514 
3,685 
1,829 

690 
476 
2~5 
523, 
204 

1,129 
83 

335 

533 
1,296 

15,212 
11,104-
4,108 

1,891 
2,035 
1,359 

982 
2,169 

980 
1,250 

438 

1,801 
2,307 

905 
456 
449 

181 
20 
37 

2 
191 

17 
1 
7 

38 
411 

3 

6,131 
4,162 
1,969 

627 
670 
625 
272 
710 
633 
314 
311 

408 
1,561 

539 
465 

74 

86 
80 
39 
46 
56 

104 
5 

49 

40 
34 

4,038 
3,097 

941 

432 
575 
482 
220 
554 
412 
227 
195 

230 
711 

772 
307 
465 

37 
1 

32 
3 

26 
62 
82 
64 

41 
424 

51 

4 

955 
526 
429 

278 
78 
21 
20 
61 
66 

1 
1 

67 
362 

321 
214 
107 

109 
17 
5 
9 

10 
62 

1 
1 

19 
8.8 

491 
257 
234 

160 
42 
12 
6 

37 

17 
217 

24 

24 

2 
22 

5 

28 
26 

2 

8 

2 
16 

2 

6 
6 

1 
4 

19 
19 

7 

12 

Males Females Males Females 

6 

4,364 
2,319 
2,045 

993 
196 
102 
76 

439 
94 

375 
44 

723 
1,322 

960 
504 
456 

154 
75 
59 
42 
513 
69 
19 
30 

181 
275 

2,176 
1,306 

870 

587 
74 
24 
20 

283 
12 

299 
7 

263 
607 

274 
101 
173 

1,0\ 

4 
169 

7 8 

124 21,115 
96 • 15,949 
28 5,166 

30 
9 
5 
3 

39 
1 

9 

19 
9 

25 
25 

1 
6 
1 
2 

11 
1 

3 

45 
39 
6 

3 
2 
1 

28 

5 

6 

2,098 
2,820 
2,138 
1,582 
2,890 
2,469 
1,153 

799 

2,452 
2,714 

4,233 
2,967 
1,266 

427 
384 
181 
472 
138 
998 

63 
304 

333 
933 

12,545 
9,541 
3,004 

1,144 
1,919 
1,323 

956 
1,849 

968 
951 
431 

'1,521 
1,483 

607 
355 
252 

80 
20 
37 

2 
191 

17 
1 
7 

32 
220 

9 

5,979 
4,040 
1,939 

597 
653 
630 
267 
655 
632 
314 
302 

389 
1,550 

508 
434 

74 

85 
73 
38 
43 
41 

103 
5 

46 

40 
34 

3,974 
3,039 

935 

432 
565 
480 
219 
514 
412 
227 
190 

224 
711 

772 
307 
465 

37 
1 

32 
3 

,~~ 
82 
64 

41 
424 



TABLE l.11-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

Total 
..------"------. 

Employers 
r-----"-----, 

Males Females 

Employees Independent workers 

6'3-Retail trade in textile and {Total 
leather goods"'-Retail trade Rural 

. (including hawkers and street- Urban 
vendors) in piece goods, wool, 
cotton, silk, hair, wearing appa-
rel, made-up textile goods, 
skin, leather, furs, feathers, 
etc. 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

6'4-Wholesale trade in foodstuffs {Total 
-Wholesale dealers in grains Rural 
and pulses, sweetmeats, sugar Urban 
and spices; dairy products, 
eggs and poultry, animals for 
food, fodder for animals, other 
foodstuffs, wholesale dealers in 
tobacco, opium and ganja 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

6'5-\Vholesale trade in commo- {Total . 
dities other than foodstuffs . Ruubral . r an . 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-75 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

6'6-Real Estate-House and {Total . 
estate agents and rent collec- Rural . 
tors except agricultural land '. Urban. 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 

Males Females 

2 

1,907 
1,481 

426 

282 
167 
67 

134 
267 
422 

95 
47 

343 
83 

538 
293 
245 

151 
33 
18 
20 
63 

6 
2 

245 

1,633 
1,370 

263 

33 
336 
500 
485 

6 
10 

263 

71 
48 
23 

47 
1 

3 

97 
79 
18 

5 
10 

1 
7 

55 

5 
13 

404 
30 

374 

30 

5 
369 

157 
137 
20 

9 
1 

60 
65 

2 

13 
7 

74 
5 

69 

1 
1 
2 
1 

69 

62 
32 
30 

8 
3 
4 
5 
8 
4 

15 
15 

22 
2 

20 

2 

20 

26 
14 
12 

8 

6 

12 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 
1 

., 

Males Females Males Females 

6 

322 
125 
197 

16 
14 
1 

1(> 
42 
13 
27 

2 

129 
68 

277 
130 
147 

121 
1 

3 

4 
1 

147 

145 
88 
57 

24 
17 
47 

57 

.. 

7 

2 
t 
1 

6 

6' 

6 

10 

10 

10 

., 

8 

1,523 
1,324 

199 

258 
150 
62 

119 
217 
405 
68 
45 

199 

239 
161 
78 

30 
30 
18 
17 
63 
.~ 

78 

1,462 
1,268 

194 

33 
3Q4 
483 
432 

6 
10 

194 

71 
48 
23 

47 
1 

9 

95 
78 
17 

: 

5 
10 
1 
7 

55 

4 
13· 

396 
30 

366 

30 

5 
361 

147 
137 

10 

9 
1 

60 
65 

2 o' 

3 
7 

73 
4 

69 

1 
1 
1 
1 

69 



TABLE 1.11-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-Contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

()'7-Insurance-'--Insurance car- {Total 
riers and all kinds of insurance Rural 
agents and other persons con- Urban 
nected with insurance business 

Rural-72 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-77 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

6·8-Moneylending. banking and {Total 
other financial business- Rural 
Officers. employees ,of joint Urban 
stock banks and co-operative 
banks. Munims. agents or em-
ployees of indigenous banking 
firms. individual money lenders . 

. exchangers and exchange agents. 
money changers and brokers 
and their agents 

Rura:l-71 
Rw:al-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Division 7-Transport. 
and Communications 

Storage fTotal . 

l
Rural 0;; 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rura.I-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Urban. 

7'0-Transport and communica- {Total . 
tions otherwise unclassified and Rural . 
incidental services Urban . 

Rura.1-72 
.Kura.I-78 

Urban-32 

Total 

Males Females 

2 3 

135 
90 
45 

I 
9 
1 

79 

21 
24 

519 
267 
252 

94 
25 
35 
28 
53 
18 
9 
5 

220 
32 

4.730 
2.930 
1.800 

345 
320 
797 
168 
605 
365 
259 

71 

935 
865 

474 
9 

465 

5 
4 

465 

50 
42 
8 

32 
7 
2 

5 
3 

88 
58 
30 

3 
7 
4 
1 
6 

29 
3 
5 

17 
13 

59 

Persons following the occupation as 

Employers 

Males Females 

4 5 

9 
7 
2 

1 
6 

2 

64 
13 
51 

2 
2 
I 
6 
2 

51 

2 

2 

2 

Employees 

Males Females 

6 7 

55 
21 
34 

1 
19 

10 
24 

155 
44 

111 

14 
7 
1 
4 
7 

7 
4 

79 
32 

2.562 
1.749 

813 

157 
188 
533 

88 
303 
248 
177 
55 

468 
345 

56 
5 

51 

1 
4 

51 

36 
31 

5 

29 

2 

2 
3 

59 
46 
13 

4 
4 
1 
3 

28 
3 
3 

5 
8 

Independent workers 

Males Females 

8 9 

80 
69 
11 

9 

60 

11 

355 
216 
139 

79 
12 
34 
24 
46 
18 
2 
1 

139 

2.104 
1.168 

936 

188 
130 
262 

79 
296 
115 

82 
16 

467 
469 

418 
4 

414 

4 

414 

14 
11 
3 

3 
7 

3 

27 
12 
15 

3 
3 

3 
1 

2 

12 
3 



TABLE 1.1l-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

7'I-Transport by road-Owners, {Total 
managers and employees con- Rural 
nected with mechanically driven Urban 
and other vehicles (excluding 
domestic servant) palki, etc., 
bearers and owners, pack 
elephant; camel, mule, ass and 
bullock owners and drivers, 
porters and messengers, persons 
engaged in road transport not 
otherwise classified, including 
freight transport by- road, the 
operation of fixed facilities for 
road transport such as toll 
roads, highway bridges, termi-
nals and parking facilities 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

7·2-Transport by wate.r-Owners {Total 
and employees, officers, mari- Rural 
ners, etc., of ships plying on Urban 
the high seas, ships and boats 
plying on inland and coastal 
waters, persons employed in 
harbours, . docks, rivers and 
canals, including pilots, ship 
prokers 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

7-3-Transport by Air-Persons {Total 
concerned with airfields and air- Rural 
craft other than construction of Urban 
airfields and air ports 

Rural-73 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 

Urlian-32 

Total 

Males" Females 

2 

i,730 
803 
927 

156 
49 

131 
27 

276 
60 
83 
21 

670 
257 

740 
663 

77 

66 
81 

155 
74 
74 
94 
82 
37 

27 
50 

188 
152 
36 

35 
115 

2 

36 

3 

32 
9 

23 

4 
1 

2 

15 
8 

10 
10 

2 
2 
1 

5 

2 

2 

2 

60 

Persons following the occupation as 

. Employers 

Males' Females 

4 

58 
7 

51 

6 

51 

6 
6 

2 
1 
1 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

Employees Independent workers 
r--~ 

Males Females Males Females 

6 

529 
99 

439 

26 

-5 
15 
32 
2 
6 

13 

229 
201 

191 
190 

1 

8 
2 

17 
6 

16 
35 
77 
29 

188 
152 

. -36 

35 
115 

2 

36 

7 

11 
3 
8 

2 

3 
5 

4 
4 

3 

8 

1.143 
697 
446 

130 
49 

125 
12 

238 
58 
77 
8 

441 
5 

543 
467 
.76 

58 
77 

-137 
67 
58 
57 

5 
8 

26 
50 

9 

21 
6 

15 

3 
1 

12 
3 

6 
6 

2 
2 

2 



TABLE 1.1l-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

Total Employers Employees Independent workers 

7'4-Railway transport-Railway {Total . 
employees of all kinds except Rural . 
those employed on construc- Urban. 
tion works 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

7'5-Storage and warehousing- {Total 
The operation of storage faci- Rural 
lities such as warehouses, cold Urban 
storage, safe deposits when 
such storage is offered as an in
dependent 'service 

Urban-31 

7 '6-Postal Services' 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 

7'7-Telegraph Services' 

Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-75 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 

7'8-Telephone Services 

Urban-31 

7'9-Wireless Services 

Rural-73 
Rural-74 

Urban-31 

fTotal 

LRural 
Urban 

{
Total 
Rural 
Urban 

{
Total 
Rural 
Urban 

{
Total . 
Rural . 
Urban . 

Males 

2 

1,03G 
876 
160 

105 
139 
419 

44 
84 
14 
63 
8 

103 
57 

4 

4 

4 

421 
325 

96 

18 
43 
44 
22 
87 
82 
29 

96 

124 
97 
27 

3 
9 

84 
J 

27 

6 

6 

6 

7. 
5 
2 

4 
1 

2 

Females 

3 

38 
33 

5 

2 
3 
1 
2 

24 
1 

2 
3 

6 
6 

2 

4 

61 

Males Females 
,,_ .' :E.... t! 

-..1 ! 

4 5 

" , 

Males 
! i-, 
6 

1,036 
876 
160 

105 
139 
419 

44 
84 
14 
63 
8 

103 
57 

4 

4 

4 

421 
325 

96 

18 
43 
44 
22 
87 
82 

'29 

96 

124 
97 
27 

3 
9 

84 
1 

27 

6 

6 

6 

7 
5 
2 

" 1 

2 

Females 

7 

38 
33 
5 

2 
3 
1 
2 

24 
1 

2 
3 

2 

4 

Males Females 

8 9 

, '. 
~ .. ~ 

.. 
" . 



TABLE l.ll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries Total 
and Services and Tract ,....----'-----.., 

Division 8:_Health. Education {~ota~ 0 

and Public Administration Uubra 0 r an 0 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rtiral-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rtiral-76 
Rtiral-77 
R~~dl-78 

Urban-31 
U:r;qan-32 

801-Medica.! and other Health {Total 0 , Rural 0 
Services , Urban : 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Ru.ral-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

802--Educational Services 
Research 

Rural-71 
Ruial-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rrlral-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

and {Total 0 
Rural 0 
Urban 0 

804-Police (other than village {Total 0 
h ) Rural 0 

watc. men, . Urban 0 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural=--78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Males Females 

2 

9.739 
5.309 
4,430 

804 
719 
723 
510 
900 
396 
603 
654 

3,264 
1,166 

2,009 
1,317 

692 

249 
218 
163 
124 
156 
117 
149 
141 

345 
347 

2,672 
1,916 

756 

241 
275 
208 
143 
349 
168 
246 
286 

399 
357 

1,013 
762 
251 

184 
59 

193 
90 

130. 
20 
47 
39 

36 
215 

3 

1:140 
571 
569 

63 
111 
46 
48 
39 
78 

100 
86 

282 
287 

725 
497 
228 

56 
95 
43 
43 
33 
73 
81 
73 

57 
171 

202 
34 

168 

1 
9 
2 
1 
3 
2 
9 
7 

65 
103 

35 
15 
20 

3 
3 
1 
1 

4 
3 

7 
13 

62 

Persons Of allowing the occupation as 

Employers 

Males Females 

4 

10 
3 
7 

2 

7 

9 
2 
7 

2 

7 

5 

Employees Independent workers 

Males Females Males Females 

6 

8.052 
4.180 
3.872 

567 
543 
566 
423 
691 
306 
520 
564' 

3,019 
853 

602 
356 
246 

43 
54 
17 
37 
34 
27 
70 
74 

112 
134 

2,392 
1,748 

644 

210 
263 
197 
143 
262 
168 
242 
263 

387 
257 

1,013 
762 
251 

184 
59 

193 
90 

130 
20 
47 
39 

36 
215 

7 

634 
135 
499 

9 
17 
4 

32 
10 
4 

31 
28 

278 
221 

264 
68 

196 

2 
1 
2 

28 
5 
1 

13 
16 

55 
141 

157 
27 

130 

1 
9 
1 

2 

8 
6 

63 
67 

35 
15 
20 

3 
3 
1 
1 

4 
3 

7 
13 

8 9 

1.677 S06 
1,126 436 

551 70 

236 54 
176 94 
·155 42 

87 16 
209 29 

90 74 
83 - 69 
90 58 

238 4 
313 66 

1.398 461 
959 429 
439. 32 

206 54 
164 94 
144 41 
87 15 

122 28 
90 72 
79 68 
67 57 

226 2 
213 30 

279 
167 
112 

30 
12 
11 

87 

4 
23 

12 
100 

45 
7 

38 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

2 
36 



TABLE 1.11-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

805-Village officers and servants, {i°ta\ 
induding village watchmen UUbra 

r an 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-32 

806-Employees of Municipalities {Total ., 
and Local Boards (but not in- Rural 0 
cluding persons classifiable Urban 0 
under any other division or 
subdivision) 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
U;rban-32 

S07-Employees °of State Govem- {Total 
ments (but not including per- Rural 
sons classifiable under any other Urban 
division or subdivision) 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-7S 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

goS-Employees of the Union Gov- {Total 
ernment (including persons Rural 
classifiable under subdivision Urban 
803 but not including persons 
classifiable under any other 
division or subdivision) 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-7S 

Wbau-310 

Total 

Males Females 

2 3 

600 
577 

23 

17 
89 
42 
48 

144 
57 
95 
85 

23 

424 
33 

391 

4 
6 
5 
I 
8 

9 

265 
126 

2,SOO 
495 

2,305 

80 
53 
83 
81 
92 
20 
28 
58 

2,207 
98 

189 
177 

12 

29 
3 

29 
23 
21 
13 
38 
21 

12, 

7 
7 

2 

3 
# I 

134 
5 

129 

3 

129 

24 
12 
12 

2 

2 
2 
5 
1 

12 

13 
1 

12 

12 

Persons following the occupation as 

Employers 

-Males Females 

4 5 

., 

·t. 

Employees 

Males Females 

6 7 

600 
577 

23 

17 
89 
42 
48 

144 
57 
95 
85 

23 

424 
33 

391 

4 
6 
5 
1 
8 

9 

265 
126 

2,800 
495 

2,.305 

80 
53 
83 
81 
92 
20 
28 
5S 

2,207 
98 

189 
177 

. 12 . 

29 
3 

29 
23 
21 
13 
38 
21 

1~ 

7 
7 

2 

3 
1 

1 

134 
5 

129 

3 

129 

24 
12 
12 

2 

2 
2 
5 
1 

12 

13 
1 

12 

Independent workers 

Males Females 

8 9 

.. 



TABLE l.ll-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Persons following the occupation as 

Division and Subdivision of Industries Total Employers Employees Independent workers 
and Services and Tract ,-~ ,-~ 

Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9·9-Employees of Non-Indian {Total . 32 32 
Rural . 32 32 

"Governments Urban. 

Rural-72 16 16 
Rural-76 I 1 
Rural-7S 15 15 

• 

Division 9-Services not 15 {Total . 40,849 6,533 258 9 ]7,424 4,396 23,167 2,128 
where specifiea 

e 6- Rural . 33,511 4,181 253- 7 14.021 2.536 19,237 1,638 
Urban. 7,338 2.352 5 2 3,403 1,860 3,930 490 

Rural-71 '5.676 991 1.359 285 4.316 706 
Rural-72 3.296 537 4 1.456 469 1.840 64 
Rural-73 5.225 464 243 3 4.348 343 634 118 
Rural-74 ;: 3.447 232 1.288 126 2.159 106 
Rural-75 7.997 468 484 84 7.513 384 
Rural-76 1.878 484 9 1.671 412 198 72 
Rural-77 3,198 562 1,640 482 1.558 80 
Rural-7S ~ ~ 2.794 443 1.775 - 335 1.019 108 

Urban-31 3.191 1.290 5 2 1.676 1,076 1.510 212 
Urban-32 4,147 1.062 .. 1.727 784- 2,420 278 

9'0-Service~ otherwiso unclassi-- p::otal . 27.809 1.967 225 5 8.540 515 19.044 1,447 
tied l Rural . 23.347 1.793 221 3 6.642 444 16,484 1,346 

. Vrban . 4,462 174- 4 2 1.898 71 2,560 101 

Rural-71 -. 4,695 682 610 32 4.085 650 
Rural-72 . - 703 46 .. 77 29 626 17 
Rural-73 3,903 109 221 . 3 ~,155 28 527 78 
Rural-74 2.145 96 181 11 Ul64 85 
Rural-75 7.655 427 

. 
402 75 7,253 352 " Rural-76 595 74 595 33 41 

Rural-77 1.758 75 531 33 1,227 42 
Rural-78 1.893 284 1.091 203 802 81 

Urban-31 1.759 174- 4 2 917 71 838 101 
Urban-32 2.703 981 1,722 

9'I-Domestic services (but not {Total . 9.533 3,855 3 8.268 3.814 1,265 38 
including services rendered by Rural . 7.669 2.099 3 6,865 2,065 804- 31 
members of family households Urban. 1,864 l,756 1,40;l 1,749 461 7 
to one another) 

Rural-71 .- 671 251 667 251 4 
Rural-72 2.091 441 3 1,326 438 765 .. 
Rural-73 1,044 317 1,036 302 8 15 
Rural-74 1,085 115 1,083 114- 2 I 
Rural-75 19 9 16 9 3 
Rural-76 1,073 379 1.069 379 4 
Rural-77 1.040 445 1.034 445 6 
Rural-78 646 142 634 127 12 15 

Urban-31 1,162 983 701 976 461 7 
Urban-32 702 773 .. 702 773 

M 



TABLE l.11-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Division and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

9'2-Barbers and beauty shops- {Total 
Barbers, hair dressers and wig Rural 
makers, tattooers, shampooers, Urban 
bath houses 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Y'3-Laundries and Laundry JTotal 
Services-Laundries and laundry lRural 
services, washing and cleaning Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

9'4-Hotels, restaurants 
eating houses 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

and {Total 
Rural . 
Urban 

9'S-Recreation Services-Produc- {Total 
tion and distribution of motion Rural 
pictures and the operation of Urban 
cinemas and allied services, 
managers and employees of 
theatres, opera companies, etc., 
musicians, actors, dancers, etc., 
conjurers, acrobats, recitors, 
exhibitors of curiosities and 
wild animals, radio broadcast-
ing studios 

9 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Total 
,--~ 

i-lales Females 

2 
1,233 
1,019 

214 

135 
203 
106 
84 

172 
102 
133 
84 

17 
197 

453 
244 
209 

49 
32 
45 
26 
46 
11 
20 
15 

18 
191 

91 
41 
50 

5 
6 

12 
1 
6 

11 

6 , 
44 

312 
227 

85 

8 
26 
13 
2 

16 
3 

116 
43 

17 
68 

3 
230 
i7 

153 

25 
4 

11 
8 
8 

18 
3 

21 
132 

206 
64 

142 

5 
11 
12 
3 

18 
6 
4 
5 

27 
115 

24 
4 

20 

2 

2 

18 
2 

145 
66 
i9 

14 
18 
26 

3 
1 
4 

45 
34 

65 

Persons following the occupation as 
---'-- ----. 

Employers 
r--~ 

:'Iales Females 

4 
22 
22 

22 

5 

Employees 
,--.A. 

Males Females 

6 

128 
126 

2 

59 
5 

60 

2 

41 
39 

2 

2 
2 

35 

2 

18 
16 
2 

6 

9 

2 

108 
51 
57 

2 
4 

12 

15 

11 
7 

13 
44 

7 

3 

3 

3 

13 
13 

12 

20 
1 

19 

17 
2 

6 
2 
4 

1 
3 

Independent workers 
~ 

Males Females 

8 

1,083 
871 
212 

i6 
198 
24 
84 

172 
102 
132 
83 

15 
197 

412 
205 
207 

47 
30 
10 
26 
46 
11 
20 
15 

16 
191 

72 
24 
48 

3 
6 
6 
1 
6 
2 

4 
44 

204 
176 

28 

6 
22 

1 
2 
1 
3 

105 
36 

4 
24 

9 
227 

77 
150 

25 
4 

11 
8 
8 

18 
3 

18 
132 

193 
51 

142 

5 
11 

3 
18 
6 
4 
4 

27 
115 

3 
2 
1 

2 

139 
64 
75 

13 
18 
25 

3 
1 
4 

44 
31 



TABLE l.11-ECONOMIC TABLE III-EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
AND INDEPENDENT WORKERS IN INDUSTRIES AND SERVICES BY 

DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS-contd. 

Dtvision and Subdivision of Industries 
and Services and Tract 

{
Total 

9 0 6-Legal and business services Rural 
Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-i4 
Rural-75 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

{
Total 0 

9 0 7-Arts, letters and journalism Rural . 
Urban. 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

9oS-Religious, Charitable 
\Velfare Services 

Rural-il 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

and {Total 
Rural • 
Urban. 

Total 
---, 

Males Female? 

2 

385 
133 
252 

15 
23 
48 
26 
11 
5 
5 

178 
74 

130 
96 
34 

1 
45 

4 
1 

10 
27 

8 

2 
32 

903 
735 
168 

97 
167 
50 
77 
62 
67 

126 
89 

32 
136 

3 

4 
3 
1 

16 
16 

4 

3 
8 
1 

86 
59 
27 

10 
14 

6 

8 
16 
5 

21 
6 

66 

Persons following the occupation as 

Employers 

Males Females 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 
3 

3 

6 
6 

6 

5 

Employees 
r--.A. 

Males Females 

6 

151 
113 
38 

15 
12 
44 
24 
9 
5 
4 

38 

7 
7 

5 

2 

163 
162 

1 

3 
25 

42 
7 

58 
27 

7 

4 
3 
1 

21 
8 

13 

4 
3 

7 
6 

Independent workers 
...J< '" 

Males Females 

S 

233 
20 

213 

11 
4 
2 
2 

139 
74 

120 
86 
34 

1 
40 

4 
1 

10 
24 

6 

2 
32 

734 
567 
167 

94 
142 
50 
77 
20 
54 
68 
62 

31 
136 

g 

16 
16 

4 

3 
8 
1 

65 
51 
14 

9 
14 

6 

8 
12 
2 

14 



District and Tract 

TABLE 1.1l-ECONOMIC TABLE III-concld. 

Abstract of persons subsisting on non-productive activity 

Total 

Per- Fe-
sons Males males 
234 

Persons Persons living 
living principally principally 
on income from on pensions, 

remittances, non -agricultural erty scholarships, and 
prop funds 

,----A-----.. ,-----A-------, 
l\Iales Females 1Iales Females 

5 6 7 8 • 

Unclassifiable 
.A---

Inmates of 
jails, asylums, 

almshouses, 
and recipients 

of doles 
, __ ....A----. 

l\Iales Females 

9 10 

TOTAL POPULA nON 

Beggars 
and 

vagrants 

,---" , 
:'.Iales Females 

11 12 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICf 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 . 
Urban-32. 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 

Urban-31. 
Urban-32. 

4,329 2,053 2,276 
3,564 1,709 1,855 

765 344 421 

407 290 117 
752 349 403 
395 130 265 
404 178 226 
414 193 221 
424 149 275 
398 237 161 
370 183 187 

362 258 104 
403 86 317 

303 224 
237 158 

66 66 

136 82 
10 10 
26 12 
10 5 
15 14 
35 33 

5 2 

66 66 

79 
79 

54 

14 
5 
1 
2 
3 

21 
21 

14 

7 

62 
62 

52 

8 
2 

219 
38 

181 

1 
10 
7 
4 

8 
8 

i81 

136 
50 
86 

16 
9 

9 
16 

31 
55 

DISPLACED POPULA nON 

57 
7 

50 

3 

4 

50 

67 

16 
16 

16 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1,749 
1,598 

151 

237 
325 
123 
174 
193 
141 
222 
183 

65 
86 

103 
99 

4 

30 
10 
l2 
2 

14 
29 

2 

4 

2,078 
1,743 

335 

101 
342 
265. 
226 
221 
258 
143 
187 

73 
262 

63 
63 

38 

14 
5 
1 
2 
3 

All other persons 
living principally 
on income derived 
from non-produc-

tive activity 

,----A-----.. 
l\Iales Females 

13 14 

62 
52 
10 

52 

10 

62 
52 
10 

52 

10 



TABLE 1.I2-LIVELIHOOD DIVISIONS, SUBDIVISIONS AND GROUPS 

(Relates to Sel/supporting Persons Only) 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS V 

(Production other than cultivation) 

DIVISION a-PRIMARY INDUSTRIES NOT ELSEWHERE SPECIFIED 

STOCK RAISING . 
Herdsmen" and shepherds . . 
Breeders and keepers of cattle and buffaloes . . . . . 
Breeders and keepers of other large animals including transport animals 

REARING OF SMALL ANIMALS AND INSECTS 
Poultry farmers 
Beekeepers . 
Silkworm rearers 
Cultivators of Lac . . _ 
Rearers of other small animals and insects 

PLANTATION INDUSTRIES . 
Owners, managers and workers in

Tea plantation 
Coffee plantation 
Rubber plantation ..... 
All other plantations but not including the cultivation of 

in conjunction with ordinary cultivation of field crops 

. . 
special crops 

FORESTRY AND COLLECTION OF PRODUCTS NOT ELSEWHERE 
SPECIFIED . . . . . . . 
Planting, replanting and conservation of forests (including forest officers, 

rangers and guards) 
Charcoal burners . . . 
Collectors of forest produce and lac . 
Woodcutters . 
Cowdung cake makers and collectors of cowdung 

HUNTING (including trapping and Game Propagation) 

FISHING . . . .. ...... . 
Fishing in sea and inland waters including the operation of fish farms and 

fish hatcheries,. . . 
Gatherers of chanks and pearls 
Gatherers of sea weeds, sea shells, sponges and other water products 

DIVISION I-MINING AND QUARRYIN{; 

NON-METALLIC MINING AND QUARRYING NOT OTHERWISE 
CLASSIFIED-including mining and quarrying of such materials as precious 
and semi-precious stones, asbestos, gypsum, sulphur, asphalt, bitumen . 

COAL ::vnNING--:\Iines primarily engaged in the extraction of anthracite and of 
soft coals such as bituminous, sub-bituminous and lignite 

IRON ORE MINING 

METAL MINING EXCEPT IRON ORE MINING 
Gold .., 
Leafl, silver and zinc 
Manganese . 
Tin and wolfram 
Othe,r metallic minerals 

CRUDE PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS-Oil Well and Natural Gas. well 
operations (inclUding drilling) and oil or bituminous sand operations 

STONE-QUARRYING, CLAY A~D SAND PITS-Extraction from the earth 
of stone, clay, sand and other materials used in building or manufacture of 
cement 

MICA 

SALT, SALTPETRE AND SALINE SUBSTANCES 

68 

I.C.E.C. 
Group No. 

0·1 
0·11 
0·12 
0·10 

0·2 
0·21 
0·22 
0·23 
0·24 
0'20 

0·3 

0·31 
0'32 
0'33 

0·30 

0'4 

0·40 
0·41 
0·42 
0·43 
0·44 

0·5 

0·6 

0'60 
0·61 
0·62 

1·0 

1·1 

1·2 

1·3 
1·31 
1·32 
1'33 
1'34 
1·30 

1·4 

1·5 

1'6 

1·7 

Total 

57,513 

12,512 

3,830 
2,890 

909 
31 

305 
11 

294 

220 

10 
1 

209 

404 

106 
1 

26 
271 

236 

7,517 

7,490 
27 

240 

4 

11 

13 
9 

2 
2 

211 

1951 

Males 

39,641 

11.400 

3,650 
2,820 

827 
3 

269 
9 

260 

190 

10 
I 

179 

368 

106 
1 

19 
242 

6.923 

6,896 
27 

237 

4 

8 

13 
9 

2 
2 

211 

--.. 
Females 

17,872 

I,IlZ 

180 
70 
82 
28 

36 
2 

34 

30 

30 

36 

7 
29 

236 

594 

594 

3 

3 



TABLE 1.I2-LIVELIHOOD DIVISIONS, SUBDIVISIONS AND GROUPS-contd. 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS V-contd. 

DIVISION 2-PROCESSING AND MANUFACTURE-FOODSTUFFS, TEX
TILES, LEATHER AND PRODUCTS THEREOF 

FOOD INDlJSTRIES OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED 
Canning and preservation of fruits and vegetables 
Canning and preservation of fish 
Slaughter, preparation and presen'ation of meat 
Other food industries 

GRAINS AND PULSES 
Hand pounders of rice anu other persons engaged in manual dehusking and 

flour grinding . 
Millers of cereals and pulses . . . . 
Grain parchers and makers of blended and prepared flour and other cereal 

and pulse preparations 
Other processes of grains and pulses 

VEGETABLE OIL AND DAIRY PRODUCTS 
Vegetable oil pressers and refiners 
Manufacturers of hydrogenated oils . . 
Makers of butter, cheese, ghee and other dairy products 

SUGAR INDUSTRIES 
Gur manufacture 
Other manufactures and refining of raw sugar, syrup and granulated or 

clarified sugar from sugarcane or from sugar beets 

BEVERAGES 
Brewers and distillers 
Toddy drawers 
Ice-manufacturers 
Manufacture of aerated and. mineral waters and other beverages 

TOBACCO 
Manufacture of bidis 
Manufacture of tobacco products (other than bidis) such as cigarettes, cigars, 

cheroots and snuff. Stemming, redrying and other operations connected 
with preparing raw leaf tobacco for manufacturing are also included 

COTTON TEXTILES . 
Cotton ginning, cleaning and pressing 
Cotton spinning, sizing and weaving . 
Cotton dyeing, bleaching, printing, preparation and sponging 

WEARING APPAREL (EXCEPT . FOOTWEAR) AND l\lADE-UP TEXTILE 
GOODS .. ... 
Tailors, milliners, dress makers and darners . . . . 
Manufacturers of hosiery, embroiderers, makers of crepe, lace and fringes 
Fur dressers and dyers . . . . . . . . 
Hat-makers and makers of other articles of wear from textiles 
Manufacture of house furnishing of textiles 
Tent makers . .. ..... 
Makers of other made-up textile goods, including umbrellas 

TEXTILE INDUSTRIES OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED 
Jute pressing, baling, spinning and" weaving 
Woollen spinning, twisting and weaving . 
Silk reeling, spinning and weaving . 
Hemp and flax, spinning and weaving 
Manufacture of rayon, weaving of rayon fabrics and production of staplll 

fabric yarn ..,....... 
Manufacture of rope, twine, string and other related goods from cocoanut, 

.aloes, straw, linseed and hair . . . . . . . . . 
All other (including insufficiently described) textile industries, including arti-

ficial leather and cloth . . . . . .'. • . . . 

LEATHER. LEATHER PRODljCTS AND FOOTWEAR 
Tanners and all other workers in leather. . . 
Cobblers and all other makers and repairers of boots, shoes, sandals and clogs 
Makers and repairers of all other leather products . 

,69 

LC.E.C. 
Group No. 

2·0 
2·01 
2·02 
2'03 
2·00 

2'1 

2'11 
2·12 

2·13 
2·10 

2·2 
2·21 
2·22 
2·23 

2·3 
2·31 

2·30 

2·4 
2'41 
2'42 
2·43 
2·40 

2·5 
2·51 

2·50 

2·6 
2·61 
2·62 
2·63 

2·7 
2·71 
2·72 
2·73 
2·74 
2·75 
2·76 
2·70 

2·8 
2·81 
2·82 
2·83 
2·84 

2·85 

2·86 

2'80 

2·9 
2·91 
2·92 
2'90 

1951 
r-----------A_----------, 

Total 

32.943 

480 
13 
80 
11 

376 

14,985 

14,231 
424 

307 
23 

864 
600 

5 
259 

514 
128 

386 

121 
36 

1 
53 
31 

6,690 
6,678 

12 

4,099 
14 

3,931 
154 

1,558 
1,313 

5 

8 

232 

2,554 
553 
272 
920 

16 

112 

681 

1,078 
48 

927 
103 

Males 

17,268 

289 
13 

11 
265 

1,291 

705 
406 

157 
23 

821 
573 

5 
243 

397 
81 

316 

94 
33 

1 
53 
7 

5,931 
5,919 

12 

3,746 
5 

3,587 
154 

1,405 
1,174 

8 

223 

2,246 
512 
207 
891 

15 

15 

606 

1,048 
41 

909 
98 

Females 

15,675 

191 

80 

111 

13,694 

13,526 
18 

150 

43 
27 

16 

117 
47 

70 

27 
3 

24 

759 
759 

353 
9 

344 

153 
139 

5 

9 

308 
41 
65 
29 

I 

97 

75 

30 
7 

18 
5 



TABLE 1.12-LIVELIHOOD DIVISIONS, SUBDIVISIONS AND GROUPS-contd. 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS V-contd. 

DIVISION 3-PROCESSING AND MANUFACTURE-METALS, CHEMICALS 
AND PRODUCTS THEREOF. 

MANUFACTURE OF METAL PRODUCTS, OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED 
Blacksmiths and other workers in iron and makers of implements 
\Vorkers in copper, brass and bell metal . 
Workers in other metals . . . . . . 
Cutlers and surgical and veterinary instrument makers 
'Yorkers in mints, die sinkers, etc. . . . 
Makers of arms, guns, etc., induding workers in ordnance factories 

IRON AND STEEL (BASIC MANUFACTURE)-Manufacture of iron and steel. 
including all processes such as smelting and refining; rolling and drawing; and 
alloying and the manufacture of castings, forgings and other basic forms of 
ferrous metals 

NON-FERROUS METALS (BASIC MANUFACTURE)-Smelting and refining, 
rolling, drawing and alloying and the manufacture of castings, forgings and 
other basic forms of non-ferrous metals -

TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT. . 
Building and repairing of ships and boats . . . . . 
Manufacture, assembly and repair of Railway equipment, motor vehicles and 
bicycles . . . . . . . . . . 
Manufacture of aircraft . . . . . . . . . . . 
Coach builders and makers of carriages, palki, rickshaw, etc., and wheel wrights 
;\1anufacture of all other transport equipments 

ELECTRICAL MACHINERY, APPARATUS, APPLIANCES AND SUPPLIES 
Manufacture of electric lamps .. 
Manufacture of electric fans and other accessories 
Manufacture of electric wire and cable .. .. 
Manufacture of electrical generating, transmission and distribution apparatus; 

electrical J:.lousehold appliances other than lights and fans; electrical 
equipment for motor vehicles, aircraft and railway locomotives and cars; 
communication equipment and related products, including radios, phono
graphs, electric batteries, X-Ray and therapeutic apparatus; electronic 
tubes, etc. 

MACHINERY (OTHER THAN ELECTRICAL MACHINERY) INCLUDING 
ENGINEERING WORKSHOPS-Engineering workshops engaged in producing 

machine and equipment parts 

BASIC INDUSTRIAL CHEMICALS, FERTILISERS AND POWER ALCOHOL 
Manufacture of basic industrial chemicals such as acids, alkali salts 
Dyes, explosives and fireworks ..... . 
Synthetic resins and other plastic materials (including synthetic fibres and 

synthetic rubber) 
Chemical fertilisers 
Power Alcohol 

MEDICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS 

MANUFACTURE OF CHEMICAL PRODUCTS OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED 
Manufacture of perfumes, cosmetic and other toilet preparations 
Soaps and other washing and cleaning compounds. . . 
Paints, varnishes and lacquers and polishes 
Ink . . 
Matches -
Candle 
Starch 
Other chemical products 

70 

I.C.E.C. 
Group No. 

3·0 
3·01 
3·02 
3·03 
3·04 
3·05 
3·06 

3·1 

3'2 

3'3 
3'31 

3'32 
3'33 
3·34 
3'30 

3'4 
3'41 
3'42 
3'43 

3'40 

3'5 

3'6 
3·61 
3'62 

3'63 
3·64 
3'65 

3'7 

3·8 
3·81 
3·82 
3'83 
3'84 
3·85 
3'86 
3·87 
3·80 

Total 

2,337 

1,840 
1,113 

197 
457 

12 
34 
27 

108 

301 
125 

115 

61 

6 

5 

5 

11 
1 
9 

2 

64 

6 
23 
17 
9 

9 

1951 

Males 

2,300 

1,809 
1,090 

190 
456 

12 
34 
27 

107 

298 
125 

112 

61 

5 

4 

4 

11 
I 
9 

2 

64 

6 
23 
17 
9 

9 

Females 

37 

3t 
23 

'I 
1 

3 

3 



TABLE 1.12-LIVELIHOOD DIVISIONS, SUBDIVISIONS AND GROl]PS-contd. 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS V-concld 

DIVISION 4-PROCESSING AND MANUFACTURE-NOT ELSEWHERE 
SPECIFIED 

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED. 
Manufacture of professional scientific and controlling instruments (but not 

including cutlery, surgical or veterinary instruments) 
Photographic and optical goods 
Repair and manufacture of watches and clocks 
Workers in precious stones, precious metals and makers of jewellery and 

ornaments 
Manufacture of musical instruments and appliances 
Stationery articles other than paper and paper products 
Makers of plastic and celluloid articles other than rayon 
Sports goods makers 
Toy makers 
Other miscellaneous manufacturing industries, including bone, ivory, horn, 

shell, etc. 

PRODUCTS OF PETROLEUM AND COAL 
Kerosene and petroleum refineries 
Coke ovens 
Other manufactures of products from petroleum and coal 

BRICKS, TILES AND OTHER STRUCTURAL CLAY PRODUCTS-Structural 
clay products such as bricks, tiles. etc. 

CEMENT-CEMENT PIPES AND OTHER CEMENT PRODUCTS-Manufacture 
of cement, cement pipes and cement concrete products 

NON-METALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS. 
Potters and makers of earthen ware 
Makers of porcelain and crockery . . 
Glass bangles, glass beads, glass necklaces, etc. 
Makers of other glass and crystal ware 
Makers of other miscellaneous non-metallic mineral products, lime burners 

RUBBER PRODUCTS . 

WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS OTHER THAN FURNITURE AND 
FIXTURES 
Sawyers ... 
Carpenters. turners and joiners. ... 
Veneer and plywood makers, match veneer and splint makers 
Basket makers . . . . . .. . 
Other industries of woody materials, including leaves, but not including 

furniture or fixtures 

FURNITURE AND FIXTURES-Manufacture of household, office, public 
building, professional and restaurant furniture; office and store fixtures, 
screens, shades, etc., regardless of material used 

PAPER AND PAPER PRODUCTS-Manufacture of paper and paper board 
and articles of pulp, paper and paper board 

PRINTING AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES 
Printers, lithographers. engravers 
Bookbinders and stitchers . 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS VI 

(Commerce) 

DIVISION 6-COMMERCE 

RETAIL TRADE OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED 
Hawkers and Street-vendors otherwise unclassified 
Dealers in drugs and other chemical stores 
Publishers, Booksellers and Stationers . . . . 
General Storekeepers, shopkeepers and persons employed in shops otherwise 

unclassified. " 
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I.C.E.C. 
Group No. 

4'0 

4·01 
4·02 
4·03 

4·04 
4·05 
4·06 
4·07 
4·08 
4·09 

4·00 

4·1 
4·11 
4·12 
4·10 

4·2 

4·3 

4·4 
4·41 
4·42 
4·43 
4·44 
4·40 

4·5 

4·6 
4·61 
4·62 
4·63 
4·64 

4·60 

4·7 

4·8 

4·9 
4·91 
4·92 

6·0 
6·01 
6·02 
6·03 

6·00 

Total 

9.481 

2,091 

17 
10 
32 

1,313 
19 

67 

633 

211 

211 

1,477 

1,210 
1,178 

4 
28 

4,358 
523 

2,728 
72 

943 

92 

16 

117 
75 
42 

32.565 

6,053 
1,543 

249 
1,216 

3,045 

1951 

Males 

8.436 

1,912 

17 
10 
32 

1,258 
17 

12 

566 

211 

211 

1,184 

985 
978 

4 
3 

4,015 
502 

2,682 

754 

77 

14 

115 
75 
40 

26.434 

5,514 
1,503 

234 
1,079 

2,698 

Females 

1,045 

179 

55 
2 

55 

67 

293 

225 
200 

25 

343 
21 
46 
72 

189 

15 

2 

2 

2 

6,131 

539 
40 
15 

137 

347 



TABLE 1.IZ-LIVELIHOOD DIVISIONS, SUBDIVISIONS AND GROUPS-contd. 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS VI-concld. 

RETAIL TRADE IN FOODSTUFFS (INCLUDING BEVERAGES AND 
NARCOTICS) . . . . . .. . 
Retail dealers in grains and pulses; sweetmeats, sugar and spices; dairy pro

ducts, eggs and poultry; animals for food; fodder for animals; other 
foodstuffs, vegetables and fruits . . 

Vendors of wine, liquors, aerated waters and ice in shops 
Retail dealers in tobacco, opium and ganja . 
Hawkers and street-vendors of drink and foodstuffs 
Retail dealers in pan, bidis and cigarettes 

RETAIL TRADE IN FUEL (INCLUDING PETROL) 
Petroleum distributors . . . . . 
Retail dealers (including hawkers and street-vendors) in firewood, charcoal, 

coal, cowdung and all other fuel except petroleum 

RETAIL TRADE IN TEXTILE AND LEATHER GOODS-Retail trade 
(including hawkers and street-vendors) in piecegoods, wool, cotton, silk, hair, 
wearing apparel, made-up textile goods, skin, leather, furs, feathers, etc. 

WHOLESALE TRADE IN FOODSTUFFS-Wholesale dealers in grains and 
pulses; sweetmeats, sugar and spices; dairy products, eggs and poultry; 
animals for food, fodder for animals, other foodstuffs, wholesale dealers in 
tobacco, opium and ganja . 

WHOLESALE TRADE IN COMMODITIES OTHER THAN FOODSTUFFS 

REAL ESTATE--Hcuse and estate agents and rent collectors except agricultural 
land 

INSURANCE-Insurance carriers and all kinds of insurance agents and other 
persons connected with insurance business 

MONEYLENDING, BANKING AND OTHER FINANCIAL BUSINESS
Officers, employees of joint stock banks and co-operative banks, Munims, agents 
or employees of indigenous banking firms, individual moneylenders, exchangers 
and exchange agents, money changers and brolfers and their agents 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS VII 

(Transport) 

DIVISION 7-TRANSPORT, STORAGE AND COMMUNICATIONS 

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED AND 
INCIDENTAL SERVICES . 

TRANSPORT BY ROAD-Owners, managers and employees connected with 
mechanically driven and other vehicles (excluding domestic servant), palki, etc., 
bearers and owners, pack elephant, camel, mule, ass and bullock owners and 
drivers, porters and messengers, persons engaged in road transport not otherwise 
classified, including freight transport by road, the operation of fixed facilities 
for road transport such as toll roads, highway bridges, terminals and parking 
facilities .......... . 

TRANSPORT BY WATER-Owners and employees, officers, mariners, etc., of 
ships plying on the high seas, ships and boats plying on inland and coastal 
waters, persons employed in harbours, docks, rivers and canals, including pilots, 
ship brokers 

TRANSPORT BY AIR-Persons concerned with airfields and aircraft other than 
construction of airfields and air ports 

RAILWAY TRANSPORT-Railway employees of all kinds except those employed 
on construction works. . . . . . . . . . . . 

72 

1951 
I.C.E.C. ,....-------A------, 

Group No. Total :\I:ales Females 

6·1 19,250 15,212 4,038 

6·11 16,160 12,496 3,664 
6·12 141 139 2-
6·13 202 190 12 
6·14 1,120 929. 191 
6·15 1,627 1,458 169 

6'2 1,677 905 7i2 
6·21 24 24 

6·20 1,653 881 772' 

6·3 2,004 1,907 97 

6·4 942 538 404 

6·5 1,790 1,633 157 

6·6 145· 71 74 

6·7 135 135 

6·8 569 519 50 

4,250 4,168 82 

4,818 4,730 88 

7·0 474 474 

7·1 1,762 1,730 32 

7·2 750 740 10 

7·3 190 188 2 

7·4 1,074 1,036 38 



TABLE 1.12-LIVELIHOOD DIVISIONS, SUBDIVISIONS AND GROUPS-contd. 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS VIII 

(Other services and miscellaneous sources) 

STORAGE AND WAREHOUSING-The operation of storage facilities such as 
warehouses, cold storage, safe deposits when such storage is offered as an 
independent service 

POSTAL SERVICES 

TELEGRAPH SERVICES 

TELEPHONE SERVICES 

WIRELESS SERVICES 

DIVISION 5-CONSTRUCTION AND UTILITIES 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF WORKS OTHERWISE UN
CLASSIFIED 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE-BUILDINGS 
Masons and bricklayers 
Stone-cutters and dressers 
Painters and decorators of house 
Construction of houses with bamboo and other materials 
Other persons engaged in the construction or maintenance of buildings other 

than buildings made of bamboo or similar materials 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE-ROADS, BRIDGES AND OTHER 
TRANSPORT WORKS 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE-TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE 
LINES 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS-IRRIGATION AND 
OTHER AGRICULTURAL WORKS 

WORKS AND SERVICES-ELECTRIC POWER AND GAS SUPPLY 
Electric supply 
Gas supply 

WORKS AND SERVICES-DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL WATER SUPPLY 

SANITARY WORKS AND SERVICES-INCLUDING SCAVENGERS 

DIVISION 8-HEALTH, EDUCATION AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

MEDICAL AND OTHER HEALTH SERVICES 
Registered medical practitioners. ...... . 
Vaids, Hakims, and other persons practising medicine without being registered 
Dentists 
Midwives 
Vaccinators 
Compounders 
Nurses 
Veterinary Assistant Surgeons . . . 
All other persons employed in hospitals or other public or private establish-

ments rendering medical or other health services; but not including 
scavengers or other sanitary staff 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES AND RESEARCH . . . 
Professors, lecturers, teachers and research workers employed in Universities, 

Colleges and Research Institutions 
All other professors, lecturers and teachers . 
Managers, clerks and servants of educational and research institutions, 

including Libraries and Museums. etc. . 

73 
10 

I.C.E.C. 
Group No. 

7·5 

7·6 

7'7 

7·8 

7·9 

5·0 

5·1 
5·11 
5·12 
5·13 
5·14 

5·10 

5·2 

5·3 

5'4 

5·5 
5,51 
5·52 

56 

5·7 

8·1 
8·11 
8·12 
8·13 
8·14 
8'15 
8·16 
8·17 
8·18 

8·10 

8·2 

8·21 
8·22 

8'20 

Total 

72,906 

4 

427 

124 

6 

7 

9,748 

288 

3,860 
2,322 

2 

1,536 

290 

21 

4,966 

50 
50 

74 

199 

10,879 

2,734 
843 
641 

2 
190 

44 
212 
443 

359 

2.874 

1.407 
1.335 

132 

1951 

Males 

61,518 

4 

421 

124 

6 

7 

8,315 

283 

3,606 
2,251 

2 

1,353 

238 

21 

3.878 

49 
49 

70 

170 

9,739 

2.009 
814 
560 

2 

37 
211 
130 

255 

2.672 

1.384 
1.163 

125 

Females 

11,388 

6 

1,433 

5 

254 
71 

183 

52 

1,088 

4 

29 

1,140 

725 
29 
81 

190 
7 
1 

313 

104 

202 

23 
172 

., 
I 



TABLE 1.12-LIVELIHOOD DIVISIONS, SUBDIVISIONS AND GROUPS-concld. 

LIVELIHOOD CLASS VIII---concld. 

POLICE (OTHER THAN VILLAGE WATCHMEN) 

VILLAGE OFFICERS AND SERVANTS, INCLUDING VILLAGE WATCHMEN 

El\IPLOYEES OF MUNICIPALITIES AND LOCAL BOARDS (but not including 
persons classifiable under any other division or subdivision) 

EMPLOYEES OF STATE GOVERNMENTS-(but not including persons 
classifiable under any other division or subdivision) 

EMPLOYEES OF THE UNION GOVERNMENT-(including persons classifiable 
under subdivision 8'3 but not including persons classifiable under any other 
division or subdivision) 

EMPLOYEES OF NON-INDIAN GOVERNMENTS 

DIVISION 9-SERVICES NOT ELSEWHERE SPECIFIED 

SERVICES OTHERWISE UNCLASSIFIED 

DOMESTIC SERVICES (BUT NOT INCLUDING SERVICES RENDERED BY 
MEMBERS OF FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS TO ONE ANOTHER) 
Private motor drivers and cleaners 
Cooks 
Gardeners 
Other domestic servants 

BARBERS AND BEAUTY SHOPS-Barbers, hair dressers and wig makers, 
tattooers, shampooers, bath houses 

LAUNDRIES AND LAUNDRY SERVICES-Laundries and laundry services, 
washing and cleaning 

HOTELS, RESTAURANTS AND EATING HOUSES 

RECREATION SERVICES-Production and distribution of motion pictures and 
the operation of cinemas and allied services, managers and employees of 
theatres. opera companies, etc., musicians, actors, dancers, etc., conjurers, 
acrobats, recitors, exhibitors of curiosities and wild animals, radio broadcasting 
studios 

LEGAL AND BUSINESS SERVICES 
Lawyers of all kinds, including quazi's, law agents and mukhtiars . 
Clerks of lawyers, petition writers, etc. . . . . . . . . 
Architects, surveyors, Engineers and their employees (not being State Servants) 
Public Scribes, Stenographers, Accountants, Auditors . . . 
Managers. clerks, servants and employees of Trade Associations, Chamber of 

Commerce, Board of Trade, Labour Organisation and similar organisation of 
employers and employees 

ARTS, LETTERS AND JOURNALISM 
Artists, sculptors and image maKers 
Authors, editors and journalists 
Photographers 

RELIGIOUS, CHARITABLE AND WELFARE SERVICES 
Priests, Ministers, Monks, Nuns, Sadhus, Religious mendicants and other 

religious workers .... . . 
Servants in religious edifices, burial and burning grounds, pilgrim conductors 

and circumcisers, etc. . . . . . . . . . . 
Managers and employees of organisations and institutions rendering charitable 

and other welfare services 

UNCLASSIFlABLE 

1951 
I.C.E.C. ,.-------"-----___ 

Group No. Total 

8·4 

8·5 

8·6 

8·7 

8'8 

8·9 

9·0 

9·1 
9·11 
9·12 
9·13 
9·10 

9·2 

9·3 

9·4 

9·5 

9·6 
9·61 
9·62 
9·63 
9·64 

9'65 

9·7 
9·71 
9·72 
9·73 

9'8 

9·81 

9·82 

9'83 

1,048 

607 

558 

2,824 

202 

32 

47.382 

29,776 

13,388 
1,776 

722 
77 

10,813 

1,463 

659 

115 

457 

389 
jl48 

49 
74 

18 

146 
132 

7 
7 

989 

892 

80 

17 

4,329 

Males 

1.013 

600 

424 

2,800 

189 

32 

40,849 

27,809 

9,533 
860 
434 

74 
8,165 

1,233 

453 

91 

312 

385 
248 

46 
74 

17 

130 
117 

6 
7 

903 

821 

65 

17 

2,053 

Females 

35 

7 

134 

24 

13 

6,533 

1,967 

3,855 
916 
288 

3 
2,648 

230 

206 

24 

145 

4 

3 

16 
15 

1 

86 

71 

15 

2,276 
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TABLE 1.22-DIII-(i)-S~HEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES 

Scheduled Castps Scheduled Tribes 
~-----, 

District and Tract Persons l\Iales Females Persons Males 

2 3 4 5 6 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

Total 199,732 102,615 97,117 23,441 11,491 
Rural 185,351 95,332 90,019 21,612 10,522 
Urban 14,381 7,283 7,098 1,829 969 

Rural-71 21,161 11,045 10,116 1,481 791 
Rural-72 20,611 10,531 10.080 572 297 
Rural-73 27,396 13.277 14,119 8.101 4,033 
Rural-74 5.184 3,086 2,098 953 147 
Rural-75 17,320 9.499 7.821 999 509 
Rural-76 28.930 14.357 14.573 7,582 3,767 
Rural-Ii 25,312 13.080 12.232 1,213 623 
Rural-78 39,437 20.457 18,980 711 355 

Urban-31 4,327 2.388 1.939 921 396 
Urban-32 10.054 4,895 5,159 908 573 

TABLE 1.23-DIII-(ii)-NON-BACKWARD CLASSES AND CLASSES 

WHICH ARE NEITHER SCHEDULED NOR NON-BACKWARD 

Females 

7 

11,950 
11,090 

860 

690 
275 

4,068 
806 
490 

3,815 
590 
356 

525 
335 

Classes which are neither Scheduloo 

District and Tract 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICf 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

TABLE 

District and Tract 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

Total 
Rural 
Urban 

Rural-71 
Rural-72 
Rural-73 
Rural-74 
Rural-75 
Rural-76 
Rural-77 
Rural-78 

Urban-31 
Urban-32 

Non-Backward Classes nor Non-Backward 
__,.__---------.. ,--------A--

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

1.405,922 714,816 691.106 86.653 40.532 46.121 
1.295,282 657.633 637.649 78.585 35,792 42,793 

110,640 57.183 53,457 8,068 4,740 3,328 

190.941 99.741 91.200 6.469 1,833 4,636 
244.938 124,806 120,132 2,440 1,203 1,237 
137.974 70,101 61,873 9.016 4.440 4,576 
l43.008 73,614 69,394 32.335 14,619 17,716 
176.568 87,681} 88.882 13.979 6.157 7,822 
145,940 72,791 73.149 6.471 3.374 3,097 
139.685 70,797 68.888 432 227 205 
116.228 58,097 58.131 7,443 3.939 3.504 

49,948 26,765 23,183 408 206 202 
60,692 30,418 30,274 7,660 4.534 3.126 

1.24-DIII-ABSTRACT OF ANGLO-INDIANS 
Anglo-Lndians 
----"-

Persons Males Females 

2 3 4 

11 4 7 
2 2 
9 2 7 

2 2 

9 2 7 
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VITAL STATISTICS 
TABLE 2.1-BIRTH AND DEATH RECORD-1941-50 

Births and Deaths 

Births 
Male 
Female 

1 

2 Birth Rate (a) 
Male 
Female 

3 Birth Rate (b) 
Male 
Female 

4 Female Births 
reported per 1,000 male births 

5 Deaths 
Male 
Female 

6 Death Rate (c) 
Male 
Female 

7 Death Rate (d) 
Male 
Fe~ale 

8 Female Deaths 
reported per 1,000 male deaths 

1941-50 1941 

2 3 

1942 

4 

1943 

5 

1944 

6 

1945 

7 

1946 

8 

1947 

9 

1948 

10 

1949 

11 

1950 

12. 

220,969 29,323 28,370 18,956 15,051 22,999 24,512 18,188 21,644 22,665 19,261 
208,630 27,445 26,746 17,785 14,072 21,427' 23,022 16,792 20,382 21,015 19,944 

13·5 
12·7 

13·5 
11·4 

17·9 
16·7 

17'8 
16·7 

17·3 
[6'3 

17·0 
16·0 

11-6 
10·8 

11·2 
10·5 

9·2 
8·6 

9'3 
8'6 

14'0 
13·1 

14·2 
13·2 

'15'0 
14'0 

15'1 
14'2 

11·1 
10·2 

11'2 
10'3 

13·2 
12·4 

13'3 
12·5 

13·8 
12'8 

13·8 
12·8 

11·7 
12'2 

IH'i 
12·0 

944·2 936·0 942'8 938'2 935'0 931·7 939'2 923'2 941·7 927'2 1,035'5 

204,943 16,862 17,413 33,131 28,826 24,930 23,626 17,699 14,704 14,346 13,406 
193,791 14,569 15,920 31,942 28,090 23,687 23,165 16,175 13,842 14,220 12,181 

24'9 20·5 21·1 40·2 35'0 30·2 28·7 21'5 17·8 17·4 16'3 
23·7 17·8 19·5 39·1 34·4 29·0 28·4 19'8 17·0 17·4 14'9 

23·8 20·4 20·7 39·1 35'1 30·6 28'9 21'7 17·9 17'3 16'1 
23·7 17·8 19·1 38·0 34·5 29·4 28·7 20·0 17·1 17·4 14'8 

945·6 864·0 914'3 964'1 974·5 950·1 980·5 913·9 941-4 991·2 908·6 

(a) Number of births per 1,000 of the total population calculated on the popUlation of 1941. 
(b) Number of births per 1,000 of the total population calculated on the estimated popUlation on the 30th June of each year. 
(c) Number of deaths per 1,000 of the same sex calculated on the population of 1941. 
(d) Number of deaths per 1,000 of the same sex calculated on the estimated population on the 30th June of each year. 

Cause of Death 

Cholera 

Actual Deaths 

Male
Female 

Death Rate 

Male 
Female 

2 Fever 

Actual Deaths 

Male 
Female 

Death Rate 

Male 
Female 

Source :-Directorate of Health Services, West Bengal. 

TABLE 2.2-DEATHS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 

1941-50 1941' 1942 1943 

5 2 

564 
617 

·7 
·8 

3 

670 
661 

·8 
·8 

4 

563 2,495 
629 2,802 

·7 
·8 

3·0 
3·4 

1944 

6 

313 
360 

1945 

7 

91 
80 

·1 
·1 

1946 

8 

600 
648 

·7 
·8 

1947 

9 

166 
150 

'2 
·2 

1948 

10 

261 
346 

'3 
·4 

1949 

11 

215 
255 

·3 
'3 

1950 

12 

26,3 
238 

'3 
'3 

15,081 11,302 12,136 25,681 24,278 18,152 16,014 13,101 10,610 10,426 9,113 
14,495 10,001 11,230 24,781 24,116 17,595 15,876 12,103 10,251 10,579 8,414 

18·3 
17·8 

13·7 
12·3 

14·7 
13·8 

31·2 
30·4 

120 

29·4 
29·5 

22'0 
21·4 

19·4 
19·4 

15'9 
14·8 

12'9 
12·6 

12·6 
13'0 

11'1 
10'3 



TABLE 2.2-DEATHS FROM SELECTED CAUSES-contd. 

Cause of Death 1941-50 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

3 Small Pox 

Actual Deaths 

Male 192 57 5 13 108 1,035 441 24 28 10 202 
Female 194 71 IS 13 97 1,061 429 31 29 11 184 

Death Rate 

Male ·2 ·1 ·01 '02 '1 1·3 ·5 ·03 ·03 'UI '2 
Female '2 ·1 ·02 '02 '1 1·3 ·5 ·04 ·04 ·01 '2 

4 Plague 

Actual Deaths 

Male 
Female 

Death Rate 

Male 
Female 

5 Dysentery, DiarrhaJa and Enteric Group of Fevers 

Actual Deaths 

Male 373 219 334 345 261 411 587 317 399 329 516 
Female 340 185 320 289 246 374 637 278 373 267 430 

Death Rate 

Male ·5 ·3 ·4 ·4 '3 ·5 ·7 '4 '5 ·4 ·6 
Female ·4 ·2 ·4 ·4 '3 ·5 ·8 '3 ·5 ·3 '5 

6 Respiratory Diseases other than T. B. of Lungs 

Actual Deaths 

Male 343 215 319 435 462 449 426 319 293 241 271 
Female 271 120 236 349 381 867 234 _ 153 115 100 154 

Death Rate 

Male ·4 '3 ·4 '3 '6 '5 ·5 ·4 ·4 ·3 ·3 
Female ·3 ·1 ·3 '4 '5 1·1 ·3 ·2 ·1 ·1 '2 

7 Suicide 

Actual Deaths 

Male 42 31 40 42 48 57 38 38 58 30 38 
Female 43 25 33 45 41 51 56 50 44 42 47 

Death Rate 

Male ·1 ·04 ·04 ·1 '1 ·1 ·05 ·05 '1 ·04 ·05 
Female ·1 ·03 ·04 ·1 '1 ·1 '1 ·1 '1 ·1 ·05 

121 
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TABLE 2.2-DEATHS FROM SELECTED CAUSES-concld. 

Cause of Death 1941-50 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

8 Child Birth 

Actual Deaths 

Female 160 98 146 115 152 189 193 140 229 185 149 

Death Rate 

'2 " '2 '3 '2 ·2 Female ·2 '1 ·2 ·1 '2 '2 

9 Malaria 

Actual Deaths 

Male 8,084 7,451 6,434 12,983 14,593 14,123 7,753 5,534 4,286 4,606 3,280 
Female 7,801 6,933 6,201 11,736 14,514 13,724 7,683 5,131 4,186 4,804 3,099 

Death Rate 

Male 9'8 9'0 7'8 15'7 17'7 17·1 9·4 6·5 5'2 5·6 4·0 
Female 9'6 8·5 7'6 14'4 17'8 16·8 9·4 6·3 5·1 5·9 3·8 

10 Kala-azar 

Actual Deaths 

Male 174 131 148 156 189 294 290 190 150 100 87 
Female 119 93 115 105 112 211 213 141 82 69 53 

Death Rate 

Male ·2 '2 '2 ·2 '2 '4 -4 '2 '2 '1 '1 Female '1 ·1 '1 ·1 '1 ·3 '3 '2 '1 ·1 ··1 

11 T.B. of Lungs 

Actual Deaths 

Male 119 98 102 84 124 152 124 134 126 120 122 Female 26 35 28 11 19 29 22 33 28 29 21 

Death Rate 

Male '1 ·1 '1 -I '2 ·2 ·2 ·2 -2 ·1 ·1 Female ·03 ·04 '03 ·01 '02 -04 '03 '04 -04 '04 '03 

12 Snake Bite. 

Actual Deaths 

Male 74 76 61 59 82 89 98 71 90 54 63 Female 89 89 52 43 80 127 114 104 94 93 90 

Death Rate -
Male ·1 ·1 '1 '1 '1 ·1 '1 ·1 '1 ·1 ·1 Female ·1 ·1 '1 -I ·1 '2 -I ·1 '1 ·1 ·1 

The Death Rate is the annual death rate per 1,000 of the same sex calculated on the population of 1941. 

Source :-Directorate of Health Services, West Bengal. 
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TABLE 3.7-STATEMENT OF LAND UTILISATION IN THE 
DISTRICT IN 1944-45 

Paddy
Total 
Aman 
Boro 
Aus 

Cereals and Pulses
Total 
Gram 
Wheat 
Barley 
Musur 
Mug 
Maskalai 
Khesari 
Arahar 
Maize 

Other Food Crops
Sugarcane 
Groundnut 
Mustard 
Til 
Chillis 
Potato 
Onions and garlic 
Vegetables and others 

Fibre-
Jute 
Sunnhemp 

Orchards and Others
Cocoanut 
Betelnut 
Mango 
Dates 
Other fruits 
Pan Boroj 
Bamboo 
Others 

TOBACCO 

SPECIFIC CROPS IF ANY (Mulberry) 
TOTAL CROPPED 
DOFASAL[ 
NET CROPPED AREA 
CURRENT FALLOWS 

Area not available for cultivation-
Net unculturable area at the end of the year. 
Total 
Tank 
Bee!, kha!, rivers, etc. 
Path, road, bandh, railway lines, etc. 
Shop, homestead, mosque, temple, etc. 
Others if any . 

Culturable but not yet cultivated-
Net culturable waste at the end of the year 
Total 
Culturable waste 
Bhita, etc. 
Grazing ground 
Jungles . . . . . 
Playing and camping grounds. 
Others if any 

Total Areas 

Total for the 
district 

785,034'42 
435,254'27 

6,897'94 
342,882'21 

353,090'88 
133,863,74 
42,\69'37 
27,625'90 
69,623'96 

486·40 
10,650'53 
49,291'40 
16,447,21 
2,932'37 

11,794'35 
26·46 

10,040'06 
30,071'66 

2,81'1'54 
5,758'36 
:,221-40 

82,989'42 

33,257'22 
541·76 

229·48 

27,824'31 
148·12 

4,455·25 
118·73 

13,082'79 
3,266'41 

492'97 

1,448·73 
1,340,704'32 

394,157'53 
946,546'79 

26,939'27 

195,345'18 
195,345,18 
30,580'00 
77,915'86 
29,049'72 
40,531'82 
17,267,78 

141,492,03 
155,093'05 
116,196'66 

17,826'24 
5,814'89 

11,694'73 
453·02 

3,107'51 

1,310,323'27 

Berhampur Lalbagh 

273,538'33 175,227'86 
110,519'78 55,241,00 

184·90 1,296'83 
162,833,65 118,690'03 

157,855'50 
71,190'95 
19,57\'9\ 
5,126'83 

23,276'42 
32·71 

1,343'07 
27,767'14 

9,186'79 
359'68 

3,396'29 
1'90 

5,939'38 
1,112'36 
2,123'70 
1,991'99 

152·79 
25,274'10 

15,888'86 
45·10 

144·87 

8,283'51 
88·47 

1,783'67 
77'47 

5,018'23 
413·17 

269·86 

280·78 
503,680'33 
185,694,77 
317,985'56 

3,498'21 

44,839'55 
44,839,55 
3,084'96 

15,282'19 
10,912'88 
13,982'25 

1,577,27 

46,245'11 
51,362'03 
34,784'62 

6,300'18 
2,510'44 
6,780'75 

378·89 
607·15 

97,110'68 
40,831'20 
\0,424'20 
12,141-08 
21,316'09 

9·26 
5,189'03 
2,810,33 
3,964'85 

424·64 

1,121'94 
11·83 

3,042'44 
987'40 
681·99 

1,250'39 
356·30 

30,221-13 

11,459,13 
19·77 

21·94 

13,063'55 
6·37 

710·90 
9·87 

3,954,60 
823·57 

J31'17 

353·85 
340,566'68 
110,873'04 
229,693'64 

2,785'98 

60,509'02 
60,509,02 

5,372'99 
30,503'91 

7,766'73 
9,776,04 
7,089'35 

39,170'98 
42,002'41 
34,245'19 

2,729'65 
391·27 

3,715'76 
20·67 

899·87 

412,568'43 332,159'62 

Jangipur Kandi 

152,044'63 184,223'60 
94,748'56 174,744'93 

1,564'04 3,852'17 
55,732'03 5,626'50 

70,456'88 
13,688'44 
4,388'69 

10,285'34 
22,016'54 

72·20 
4,076'96 

10,606'00 
3,178'26 
~,144'45 

2,883'14 

886.85 
167·74 

3·88 
691·36 
147·23 

23,767'43 

5,397'96 
115·45 

6·45 

5,227'75 
42·73 

1,467'36 
25·26 

2,965'95 
1,891'98 

67·23 

51·19 
268,308'45 
79,912'07 

188,396'38 
15,254'28 

49,743'99 
49,743,99 

7,610'57 
21,006'73 

5,686'94 
'8·753'54 
3,686'21 

20,259'99 
21,385'91 
14,735'46 
3,497'25 
1,035'52 

861·68 
28·97 

1,227'03 

27,667'82 
8,153'15 
7,784,57 

72·65 
3,014'91 

372·23 
41·47 

8,107'93 
117·31 

3·60 

4,392'98 
12·73 

171·39' 
804·16 

1·97 
1,824'62 

565'08 
3,726,76 

511·27 
361·44 

56·22 

1,249'50 
10·55 

493'32 
6·13 

1,144'01 
137·69 

24·71 

762·91 
228,148'86 

17,677'65 
210,471'21 

5,400'80 

40,252'62 
40,252'62 
14,511'48 
11,123'03 
4,683,17 
8,019'99 
1,914'95 

35,815'95 
40,342'70 
32,431'39 

5,299,16 
1,877,66 

336·54 
24·49 

373·46 

273,654'64 291,940'58 

Source: -Agricultural Statistics by Plot to Plot Enumeration in Bengal, 1944-45, Part I ; by H. S. M. Ishaque, 1946. Page-20. 
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TABLE 3.11·-RAINFALL AND RAINY DAYS-1941-50 

1941 1942 1943 1944 
r- r- ......, ....)t...._ ___ --" 

Months No. of Monthly No. of Monthly No. of Monthly No. of Monthly 
Rainy days Rainfall Rainy days Rainfall Rainy days Rainfall Rainy days Rainfall 

January 1 0·75 1 0·10 3 1'93 Nil Nil 
February Nil Nil 1 0·73 3 0'63 Nil Nil 
March Nil 0'03 2 0·52 1 0·67 1 0·40 
April Nil 0·12 5 3·08 7 3·47 6 4·07 
May 5 5·01 6 2'44 6 5·78 2 0·46 
June 20 14·85 11 5·89 10 7·17 9 6·72 
July 19 17·01 17 6·74 17 15·58 17 15·70 
August 18 15'41 19 17·30 14 7·03 15 13·14 
September 1 1 6·38 16 17'81 16 12·13 11 6·32 
October 4 8'93 2 12'25 7 4·30 2 0·74 
November 1 1-61 2 a Nil Nil Nil Nil 
December Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

Total 79 70·10 82 66'86(c) 84 58·69 63 47'55 

1945 1946 1947 1948 
r- .., r----"------, r- ,...----J'------, 

January 2 0·67 Nil Nil Nil Nil 1 0'19 
February 2 1'30 0·35 Nil 0·08 2 0'9G 
March 2 0'27 3 1·11 5 1·14 1 0·36 
April 8 3·78 11 5·82 3 1'69 2 1',56 
May 4 3'96 7 2'24 7 3·03 12 6·76 
June 11 7·80 18 11·16 9 4·68 15 7·20 
July 22 7·31 15 8·63 21 11·46 19 11·90 
August 10 9'16 16 8'67 15 14·46 19 12·49 
September 13 8·88 14 7·48 17 13·74 14 9·71 
October 6 11·73 9 16·33 6 4·28 10 8·39 
November Nil Nil 1 0·40 Nil Nil 7 2'27 
December Nil Nil Nil Nil 1 0·50 Nil Nil 

Total 80 54·86 95 62·19 84 55·06 102 61'79 

Total for 10 (ten) 
1949 1950 years 

January Nil Nil Nil 0·38 8 4·02 
February 1 0'17 2 0·30 12 4·52 
March 1 1·32 Nil 0·14 16 5·96 
April 6 3·05 t 0·84 49 27'48 
May 9 9·06 8 4·14 66 42·88 
June 11 9'22 18 14·38 132 89·07 
July 17 11·80 16 4·55 180 110·68 
August 18 10·43 21 20·30 165 128·39 
September 13 8·06 6 3·96 131 94·47 
October 5 1·08 9 1·79 60 70·42 
Nov~mber Nil Nil 2 1·12 13 5'40(c) 
December Nil Nil Nil Nil 0·50 

Total 81 54·19 83 51·90 833 583'79(c) 

(a)-Data not available. (c)-Incomplete. 

Source :-Directorate of Agriculture, West Bpngal. 
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INDUSTRY 

TABLE 4.1-SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES 

A-Classification of Industries by localitv 

[NOTE-The census of Small Scale lndustrieswas not taken in the thana of Sagardighi and the (owns of Dlzuliun alld Jungipur. 
The table below therefore gives an account of other thanas and towns of the district.] 

Number of 
Total Number of Number of Handlooms 

Serial Name of number of Non-Textile Textile in Textile 
No. Town or establish- establish- establish- establish-

Thana ments ments ments ments 

2 3 4 5 6 

MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

Rural Areas 

1 Berhampur Town 2R2 173 109 222 
2 Domkal 405 94 311 502 
3 Jalangi 57 19 38 82 
4 Beldanga 423 302 121 165 
5 Nawada 140 100 40 48 
6 Hariharpara 394 100 294 388 
7 Murshidabad 214 147 67 75 
8 Jiaganj 88 8 80 130 
9 Nabagram 112 97 15 25 

10 Lalgola 64 27 37 60 
11 Bhagwangola 97 32 65 89 
12 Raninagar 612 231 381 594 
13 Farakka 448 33 415 612 
14 Samserganj 7 731 54 677 1.093 
15 Suti 34!) 94 255 381 
16 Raghunathganj 721 334 387 651 
17 Kandi 127 17 110 193 
18 Bharatpur 1,34.4 808 536 835 
19 Khargram 693 101 592 1,164 
20 Burwan 702 262 440 647 

Urban Areas 

1 Berhampur 272 :::70 2 2 
2 Murshidabad 39 30 9 10 
1 Jiaganj-Azimganj 35 28 7 26 
4 Kandi 78 43 35 47 

Total 8,427 3,404 5,023 8,041 

B-T extile Establishments 

2·61 
2·62 
2·63 

2·81 
2·82 
2·83 
2·84 
2·86 

2·80 

Industry group (Code No. and name) 

Cotton ginning, cleaning and pressing 
Cotton spinning, sizing and weaving. . 
Cotton dyeing, bleaching, printing, prepara-

tion and sponging. . . . . 
Jute pressing, baling, spinning and weaving 
Woollen spinning and weaving. . . 
Silk reeling, spinning and weaving . 
Hemp and flax, spinning and weaving . 
Manufacture of rope, twine, string and 

other related goods, from cocoanut, aloes, 
straw, linseed and hair. . . . 

All other (including insufficiently described) 
textile industries . . . . . 

Total 

Total No. of 
establish

ments 

2 

3,579 

136 
1,308 

5,023 

J36 

Persons employed 
r------------------------A-----------------------~ 
18 years and over 
r-~------~ 
Males Females 

3 

4,976 

172 
1,890 

7,038 

4 

4,194 

142 
1,539 

5,875 

15 to 18 years 
r-~'------~ 
Males Females 

5 

338 

6 
45 

389 

6 

158 

7 
9 

174 

14 years and less 
r-~'------~ 
Males Females 

7 8 

365 245 

15 16 

380 261 



TABLE 4.1-SMALL SCALE INDYSTRIES-contd. 

~-Non. Textile Establishments 

Livelihood Persons employed 
class and Total 
I.C.E.C. Number 18 years and over 15 to 18 years 14 years and less 

Subdivision Description of business (subgroup) of establish-
and ments Males Females Males Females Males Females 

group code 
Number 

1 2 3 .4 5 6 7 8 9 

Livelihood 
Class V 

(Production 
other than 
cultivation) 

0'2 0'23 Silk worm rearing 15 23 3 46 4 

2·0 2·00 Sweetmeat making 4 9 

2'1 2·12 Flour grinding (miller) 25 59 5 3 

2·13 Bread and Biscuit making 10 36 2 

2'2 2'21 Oil making 145 262 69 28 

2·4 2'43 Ice making 6 22 

2·5 2'51 Biri making 296 723 185 205 10 101 

2-7 2-71 Tailoring 119 159 3 

2-72 Net making 45 62 32 12 

2-9 2-92 Shoe making and repairing _ 29 83 2 

3-0 3-01 Smithy 416 872 11 45 39 

3-02 Brass, copper and bell metal 
wares making 82 216 4 

3-06 Gun repairing 

3-3 3-31 Boat making 11 23 4 9 

3-32 Cycle repairing 65 137 23 8 

3-34 Cart wheel making 86 185 31 5 

3-4 3·40 Radio repairing 9 17 3 

3-8 3;82 Soap making 2 4 

4-0 4·03 Watch repairing 15 28 

4·04 Gold and silver ornaments 
making 295 512 45 65 7 11 

4-00 Conch-shell articles making 270 328 52 17 5 

Ivory articles making 5 15 3 3 

4-2 4-2 Bricks and tiles making 39 78 45 4 2 
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TABLE 4.1-SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES-concld. 

C-Non-Textile Establishments 

Livelihood Persons employed 
class and Total 
I.C.E.C. Number 18 years and over 15 to 18 years 14 years and less 

Subdivision Description of business (subgroup) of establish-
and ments Males Females Males Females Males Females 

group code 
Number 

1 2 3 • 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Livelihood 
Class V 

(Production 
other than 
cultivation) 

4·4 4·41 Earthen wares making 749 1078 824 95 4 49 12 

4·6 4·62 Carpentry 404 726 32 68 9 

4·60 Bamboo basket making 212 339 201 23 7 6 2 

Cane basket making 25 38 33 

Sola articles making 3 3 2 

Mat making 7 18 21 3 

4·9 4·91 Printing 14 42 3 4 

Total 3,404 6,098 1,558 695 28 256 14 

TABLE 4.2-GROWTH OF FACTORIES-1940-49 

Seasonal Perennial 
r--"--., r-

Food, Govern-
Drink ment and Food, 

Year and Local Textiles Eng_ineer- Drink Chemicals, Miscel- Total 
Tobacco Fund mg and Dyes, etc. laneous 

Factories Tobacco 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1940 2 3 

1941 2 4 

1942 2 4 

1943 1 2 5 

1944 3 2 2 9 

1945 3 3 8 

1946 1 2 3 7 

1947 2 3 8 

1948 2 3 8 

1949 3 6 

Source: -State Statistical Bureau, West Bengal. 
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TABLE 4.3-FACTORIES CLASSIFIED BY ·INDUSTRY WITH 

AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF WORKERS IN EACH 

1949 

Industry 

I-Government and Local Fund 
Factories 

Cotton Mills 

Miscellaneous 

Total 

II-All Other Factories 

Textiles 

Silk Mills 

Total 

Engineering 

Minerals and Metals 

Food, Drink and Tobacco 

Rice Mills 

Total 

Chemicals and Dyes, etc. 

Matches 

Oil Mills 

Total 

Paper and Printing 

Processes relating to Wood, 
Stone and Glass 

Processes connected with Skins 
and Hides 

Average 
daily 

Factories number of 
workers 

employed 

2 

2 

3 

3 

20 

20 

289 

289 

34 

34 

67 

93 

160 

Factories 
Industry 

2 

Gins and Presses 

Miscellaneous 

Total (All Other Factories) 5 

Year Factorie3 

2 

GRAND TOTAL 

1949 6 

1948 8 

1947 8 

1946 7 

1945 8 

1944 
, 

9 

1943 5 

• 
1942 4 

1941 4 

1940 3 

Note-Above Statistics relate to Factories subject to Factories Act (XXV of 1943). 

Source: -Office of the chief Inspector of Factories. 
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Average 
daily 

number of 
workers 

employed 

3 

483 

Average 
daily 

number of 
workers 

employed 

3 

503 

515 

756 

605 

1,249 

377 

799 

727 

1,244 

660 



Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Figures for 

TABLE 4.4-AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF WORKERS 

EMPLOYED IN DIFFERENT INDUSTRIES-1940.49 

Seasonal Perennial 
~ 

Govern-
Food, ment 
Drink and Food, Chemicals 
and Local Textiles Engineer- Drink and 

Tobacco Fund 
Factories 

ing and 
Tobacco 

Dyes, etc. 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

601 59 

980 200 64 

625 75 

575 133 64 

62 23 157 68 

84 23 1,032 110 

260 23 210 112 

260 21 312 23 ]40 

2 20 313 33 147 

20 289 34 160 

Miscella-
neous 

8 

27 

?-7 

57 

1949 were compiled from the unpublished records of the office of the Chief Inspector of Factories. 

Note-Workers employed by Factories subject to Factories Act are only shown. 

Source: -State Statistical Bureau, West Bengal. 
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Total 

9 

660 

1,244 

727 

799 

377 

1,249 

605 

756 

515 

503 



*T ABLE 4 . .5-A VERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF WORKERS 

EMPLOYED IN JUTE MILLS BY CLASS 

• As there is no Jute mill at Murshidabad this table is not fumished for this District. 
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*TABLE 4.6-AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF WORKERS EMPLOYED IN COTTON 

SPINNING AND WEAVING MILLS BY CLASS 

.. As there is no Cotton spinning and weaving mill at Murshidabad this table is not furnished for this District. 
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ADMINISTRATION 

TABLE S.l-LAND REVENUE-l94l·50 

Particulars 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 

2 3 4 .~ 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Permanently Settled 
Estates 
Current-

Number 2,235 2,234 2,226 2,219 2,216 2,214 2,213 2,212 2,210 2,213 
Demand 971,632 971,605 971,505 971,316 971,302 971,137 970,333 970,328 970,252 961,821 
Collection 783,904 790,854 875,382 940,463 936.471 939,554 892,429 899,997 910,145 879,558 

Temporarily Settled 
Estates 
Current-

Number 148 147 149 130 122 123 121 120 111 112 
Demand 43,989 43,131 40,659 34,538 34,845 34,034 34,574 36,517 32,910 33,202 
Collection 36,700 33,547 29,550 28,059 27,039 32,138 31,319 33,081 29,870 31,629 

Estates held directly 
by Gnvernment 
Current-

Number 181 179 195 211 221 222 225 227 240 241 
Demand 59,705 58,764 61,309 70,422 66,418 65,601 66,139 65,900 65,530 67,367 
Collection 18,761 24,540 32,729 48,695 54,111 54,426 49,795 54,520 47,440 46,918 

Road and Public 
Works Cess 
Current-

Number 2,624 2,620 2,605 2,589 2,580 2,578 2,572 2,573 2,561 2,566 
Demand 248,800 248,728 248,386 247,640 247,933 247,849 247,515 247,510 247,500 246,266 
Collection 232,210 204,504 221,055 236,092 218,138 201,898 191,208 220,935 230,398 214,831 

Source :-Finance Department, West Bengal. 

TABLE 5.2-CRIMINAL JUSTICE-NUMBER OF CRIMI~AL CASES TRIED 

1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 

A-SERIOUS CRIMES 

I-Cognizable cases 
(a) Offences against State, public tran-

quillity, safety and justice . 36 51 39 35 34 68 104 183 145 129 
(b) Serious offences against the person 166 164 122 108 118 168 167 235 254 240 
(c) Serious offences against the person 

and property or against property 
only 960 1.069 1,505 853 765 744 810 766 744 772 

II-Nan-Cognizable cases 
(a) Offences against State, public tran-

quillity, safety and justice . 100 153 102 73 69 86 56 51 91 73 
(b) Serious offences against the person 2 
(c) Serious offences against the person 

and property or against property 
only 3 8 7 4 10 8 11 21 12 

Total of I & II 1,263 1.440 1.776 1,076 990 1,076 1, 145 1.246 1,257 1,226 

B-MINOR CRIMES 

J-CognizabZe cases 
(a) Minor offences against the person 7 4 7 2 4 8 10 16 19 14 
(b) Minor offences against property 783 696 1.075 660 589 585 724 699 787 811 
(c) Other offences not specified above 2.03 336 361 489 554 519 466 758 985 1,784 

II-Nan-Cognizable cases 
(a) Minor offences against the person 1,795 2,124 1,902 2,024 2,338 3,388 2,726 3,133 2,955 2,249 
(b) Minor offences against property 570 574 745 650 646 999 940 1.059 997 925 
(c) Minor offences not specified above 271 350 229 331 ... 337 366 433 500 967 568 

Total of I & II 3,629 4,084 4,310 4,156 4.468 5,865 5,299 6,165 6,710 6,351 

Compiled by the District Magistrate, Murshidabad. 
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TABLE 53-CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

Offence or Nature of Proceedings Persons convicted or bound over in , 
1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

All Offences 

Offences against public tranquillity 60 57 172 77 44 58 

Murder 3 8 

Culpable homicide 6 5 19 7 13 

Rape 2 

Hurt with aggravating circumstances 22 33 24 15 14 6 

Hurt with criminal force or assault 7 18 15 3 7 25 

Dacoity 61 11 38 28 3 8 

Robbery 2 2 2 

Theft 246 187 401 240 159 115 

Other offences against the Indian 
Penal Code 81 87 119 88 39 60 

Bad livelihood 74 280 40 42 33 26 

Keeping the Peace 

Salt Law 

Excise Law 2 3 2 2 3 

Stamp Law 

Municipal Law 

Other offences 251 431 352 376 439 492 

Source :-Superintendent of Police, Murshidabad. 

I-Money Suits 

II-Rent Suits 

Total 

Ca) For enhancement of rent 

III-Title and other suits . 

TABLE 5A-CIVIL JUSTICE 

1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 

2,296 1,975 2,123 2,243 2,081 2,052 

13,467 13,459 16,793 13,538 10,860 9,295 

15,763 15,434 18,916 15,781 12,941 11,347 

6 3 9 

1,246 1,463 1,236 1,278 1,335 1,421 

Source :-District Judge of Murshidabad. 
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1947 1948 

8 9 

83 84 

5 

11 7 

6 21 

17 1 J 

2 13 

3 

115 149 

52 56 

24 15 

434 872 

1947 1948 

1,590 1,916 

9,018 9,435 

10,608 11.351 

2 3 

1,302 1,294 

1949 1950 

10 11 

116 222 

5 

4 

3 

21 33 

26 12 

9 

3 

190 211 

84 55 

38 41 

5 5 

817 1,642 

1949 1950 

1,942 1,611 

7,786 7,386 

9,728 8,997 

2 

1,768 1,262 
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TABLE 5.6-JAILS 

Accommodation in 1950 Daily average number of prisoners in 
Nallle and class 

1948 of Jail Total Males Females 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1949 1950 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Berhampur 
Central Jail 1,362 1,342 20 .. 902·51 1,095'77 1,808'44 1,565'14 1,028'09 900·68 583'71 637 ·88 498·30 

2 Kandi Sub-
Jail 19 17 2 14'00 17·05 30·51 11'98 9·52 15'35 J 1·23 18·20 10·85 13·02 

3 Lalbagh Sub-
Jail 12 10 2 10·02 9·89 18·19 16·30 12·14 12·64 16·41 27'65 32·01 40·68 

4 Jangipur Sub-
Jail 23 20 3 35·00 24'53 36·94 25'66 24·01 16·84 32·32 45·44 23·51 23·68 

5 Berhampur 
Borstal School 489 489 229·65 195·60 176·60 140·84 123·61 123·66 104·04 107·29 123·54 127·69 

Source: -Prisons Directorate, \Vest Bengal. 

TABLE 5.7-NUMBER· AND DESCRIPTION OF REGISTERED DOCUMENTS 
AND VALUE OF PROPERTIES TRANSFERRED IN 1949 

Aggregate value of property 
Number of Registration transferred by registered 

documents 
Number, 

, ______ .A---__ .., 
Total Total Total Total 

of amount of other receipts expen-
tion Immovable Property Movable Wills Total Affecting Affecting Total of receipts diture 

registra- , Property immova- movable ordinary 
offices ble pro- property fees 

Com- Optional Total perty 
pulsory 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

8 36,950 250 37,200 650 152 38,002 16,793,192 450,849 17,244,041 145,295 34,029 179,324 80,976 

Source: -Annual Report on the working of the Registration Department. 

TABLE 5.S-CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES IN 1949-50 

Working Capital (Rupees) , 
Description No. of Socie- No. of Loans from Share Cap i- Reserve and Total Loans issued 

ties at the members private tal paid up other funds to members 
end of the persons, and other 

year other Socie- Societies 
ties and 

Banks 

2 ;5 4 5 6 7 8 

Central Banks 4 1, 198 956,495 152,069 381,251 1,489,815 463,306 

Agricultural Societies 841 15,629 48,957 84,978 247,700 818,635 387,016 

Non-Agricultural Societies 13 1,480 111,006 57,335 83,317 251,658 156,571 

Total 858 18,307 116,458 294,382 712,268 2,560,108 1,006,893 

Note-Figures for Agricultural Societies include credit and exclude credit grain. 
Figures for Non-Agricultural Societies include only credit. 

Source :-Registrar of Co-operative Societies, \Vest Bengal. 
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1940·41 

1940-41 

15 

1940-41 

1941-42 

15,161 

TABLE S.lO-RECEIPTS OF .SALES TAX 

(IN RUPEES) 

1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 1946-47 
August 
1947-48 

( 

77,927 72,073 131.569 2.52,000 165,553 

Source :-Commissioner of Commercial Taxes, \Vest Bengal. 

1948-49 

344,429 

TABLE S.U-RECEIPTS OF ENTERTAINMENT TAX 

(IN RUPEES) 

August 
1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 

35 15 7,214 15,447 24,000 17,729 28,399 

* Provisional Figur.e. 
Source :-District Magistrate, Murshidabad. 

TABLE S.12-RECEIPTS OF MOTOR SPIRIT TAX 

(IN RUPEES) 

August 
1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 W44-45 1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 

724 1,557 1,535 1,728 4,000 16,151 38,963 

Source :-Commissioner of Commercial Taxes, West Bengal. 
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1949-50 1950-51 

469,049 555,615 

1949-50 1950-51 

62,505 141.024* 

1949-50 1950-51 

54,972 70,839 
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EDUCATION AND ENTERTAINMENT 

TABLE 6.1-PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND PUPILS IN 1950-51 

Under the management of Government 
or Local Bodies Under private management 

Class of Institution 

Colleges 
H. E. Schools 
M. E. Schools 
Primary Schools 
Technical Schools 
Training Schools 
Other Schools . 

_, 
Managed by Munici-

Total Managed by Govern- palities and District 
ment School Board 

No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of 
Institu- Pupils Institu- Pupils Institu· Pupils 

tions .tions tions 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

5 1,274 
57 15,516 450 
78 5,061 

959 77,925 15 1,735 832 66,813 

5 79 5 79 
107 5,796 34 3,563 

Source :-Education Directorate, West Bengal. 

Aided by Govem-
ment and District Unaided 
or Municipal Board 

r----.A--, 
No. of No. of No. of No. of 
Institu· 
Hons 

Pupils Institu· 
Hons 

Pupils 

8 9 10 11 

4 1,122 1 152 
44 12,282 12 2,784 
61 4,282 17 779 
89 7,938 23 1,439 

" 
40 1,423 33 810 

TABLE 6.2-EDUCATION (NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS AND PUPILS)-1941-1950 

Class and number of 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 
Institutions with 
number of pupils 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

GRAND TOTAL 
Institutions 1,299 1,211 
Pupils 99,963 105,689 

Public Institutions 
Institutions 
Pupils 

Colleges 
Institutions I 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 3 5 
Pupils 

H. E. Schools 
602 810 809 722 703 766 1,327 1,532 1,598 1,274 

Institutions 56 57 
Pupils .. . 14,911 15,516 

M. E. Schools 
Institutions 80 78 
Pupils 5,645 5,061 

Primary Schools 
Institutions 983 959 
Pupils . 

Technical Schools 
73,378 77,925 

Institutions 1 Nil 
Pupils . 

Training Schools 
296 Nil 

Institutions 5 5 
Pupils 92 79 

Other Schools 
Insti tu tions 171 t07 
Pupils . 

Unrecognised Schools 
4,043 5,796 

Institutions 
Pupils 

Percentage of m a Ie 
pupils to male po-
pulation of school-
going age (5 to 14) 
of 1951* 32 32 

Percentage of female 
pupils to female po-
pUlation of school-
going age (5 to 14) 
of 1951* 9 11 

*Figures for the years 1941-42 to 1948-49 could not be supplied as old records were damaged by fire accident in February 1950. 

Source ':-Education Directorate, West Bengal. 
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TABLE 6.3-DIRECTORY OF HIGH SCHOOLS 
Note on compilation-The Cens).ls Department framed a questionnaire which the Director of Public Instruction addressed 

to all schools. The replies were tabulated and this table is based solely on the returns received from schools. No attempt 
has been made to check the returns with the records of the Education Directorate. The information furnished by each school 
is therefore without authoritative verification. 

Subdivision 

DISTRICT 
Sadar . 
Kandi. 
Lalbagh 
Jangipur 

DISTRICT 
Sadar 
Kandi . 
Lalbagh 
Jangipur 

DISTRICT 
Sadar . 
Kandi. 
Lalbagh 
Jangipur 

No. of 
Schools 

2 

54 
18 
15 
12 
9 

39 
11 
13 
9 
6 

ABSTRACT FOR MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

Total No. 
of classes 
including 
sections 

3 

434 
157 
106 
103 
68 

257 
71 
82 
66 
38 

Average No. Total No. 
of pupils of Teachers 
for years 
1946-50 

4 5 

ALL AREAS 

13,988 
4,999 
3,560 
3,276 
2,153 

667 
255 
159 
148 
105 

NON-MUNICIPAL AREAS 

7,999 
2,150 
2,577 
2,166 
1,106 

397 
113 
128 
95 
61 

MUNICIPAL AREAS 

No. of 
Graduate 
Teachers 

6 

312 
120 
69 
72 
51 

175 
49 
57 
40 
29 

No. of 
trained 

Graduates 

7 

101 
47 
10 
29 
15 

46 
18 
10 
10 
8 

15 177 5,989 270 137 55 
7 86 2,849 142 71 29 
2 24 983 31 12 
3 37 1,110 53 32 19 
3 30 1,047 44 22 7 

Note-Column 8 excludes moneys spent on schools run wholly by the Government. 

SUBDIVISION-SADAR 

ci • 
Z~ 
."8 
H~ 
.....; 

2 

P.S. BERHAMPUR TOWN 

1 Berhampur Munici- Gorabazar lswarchandra Insti· 
pality tution 

2 Do. Khagra Boys' H.E. School 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do: 
Do. 

Total for Thana 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 

20 

Manindra Chandra Vidyapith, 
Saidabad .' 

Berhampore J. N. Academy 

Maharani Kashiswari Girls' 
H.E. School . . .. 

Krishnanath Collegiate School 
Berhampore Girls' Mahakali 

Pathsala H.E. School 

7 
7 

::i .0 
E U tJ 
.S .s 

January 1-1·19 14 
1916 

March 21/23-9-16 9 
1868 

2-2-14 1915 15 

1939 January 
1947 6 

1-11-28 1-1-34 10 

1853 1853 24 
2-10-1901 20-9-49 8 

7 

388 

265 

501 

196 

419 

878 
202 

86 2,849 
86 2,849 

153 

24 

13 

24 

12 

22 

35 
12 

'+-< o 

~ 
9 

16 

10 

15 

4 

7 

14 
5 

142 71 
142 71 

Total 
Government 

grants 
received 

1946-47 to 
1950-51 

(Rs.) 

Total of 
private 

donations 
received 
or raised 
1948-49 

to 
1950-51 
(Rs.) 

8 

700,178 
295,162 
150,512 
142,965 
111,539 

347,946 
99,912 

129,702 
55,755 
62,577 

352,232 
195,250 
20,810 
87,210 
48,962 

'+-< o 

~ 
10 

5 

4 

5 

2 

4 

6 
3 

29 
29 

9 

201,395 
67,363 
25,768 
70,675 
37,589 

128,102 
47,834 
16,098 
26,781 
37,389 

73,293 
19,529 
9,670 

43,894 
200 

12 

Rs. Rs. 

33,285 400 

32,128 

43,399 3,073 

4,664 4,156 

45,236 2,900 

33,295 9,000 
3,243 

195,250 19.529 
195.250 19.529 



TABLE 6.3-DIRECTORY OF HIGH SCHOOLS-contd. 
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Zz ci 
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Q) 
[f) ....; 

2 

P.S. BELDANGA 

Bareknagar 
J. L. 52 

2 Beldanga 
J. L. 51 

3 Saktipur 
J. L. 79 

Total for Thana 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 

P.S. NAWADA 

Sarbangapur 
J. L. 8 

2 Surangapur 
J. L. 26 

3 Ramna-Chanda pur 
J. L. 6 

4 Patikabari 
J. L. 36 

Total for Thana 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 

P.S. JALANG! 

Sadikhan's Diarh 
Jw L. 37 

Total for Thana , 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 

.... 
0 
0 

..c:: 
eX 
4-0 
0 
Q) 

8 
rn 
Z 

3 

Hareknagar Abdul Momin 
H.E. Institution 

Beldanga Gobinda Sundari 
H.E. School 

I{umar Mohim Chandra Insti-
tution 

3 

3 

Sarbangapur Jana Kalyan 
Sangha Adarsha Vidyapith 

Amtala H.E. School 

Jhawbona D. N. Institution 

Patikabari H.E. School 

4 

4 

.1 

Sadikhan's Diarh, Vidya 
Niketon 

*Average for 2 years 1949-50, 
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Rs. Rs. 
P.S. DOMKAL 

Jitpur Jitpur Pal Institution January 24-12-45 6 184 9 5 2 9,103 1,922 
J. L. 15 1930 

2 Mauza Bhagirathpur Bhagirathpur H. E. School 1896 1897 6 152 9 3 6,150 
J. L. 46 

3 Domkal Domkal H.E. School 1900 1901 6 186 9 4 11,233 1,338 
J. L. 42 

Total for Thana 3 18 522 27 12 3 26,486 3,260 
Total for Municipality 

18 522 Total for Rural areas 3 27 12 3 26,486 3.260 

SUBDIVISION-KANDI 

P.S. KAND! 

Municipality Kandi Jemo N. N. H.E. School 2-1-40 1942 8 226 10 4 12.063 

2 Gokarna Gokarna P. M. H.E. School 1905 1909 7 197 10 5 2 7.992 2.765 
J. L. \9 

Not 
3 Municipality Kandi Kandi Raj H.E. School 1-4-1859 found 16 157 21 8 8.747 9,670 

Total for Thana 3 31 1,180 41 17 2 28.802 12.435 
Total for Municipality 2 24 983 31 12 20.810 9.670 
Total for Rural areas 1 7 197 10 5 2 7,992 2.765 

P.S. KHARGRAM 

Kanduri Kanduria H. E. School 1-1-40 January 
J. L. 110 1943 6 176 8 3 2,577 

Total for Thana 6 176 8 3 2,577 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 6 176 8 3 2,577 

P.S. BURWAN 

Sahora Ramnagar Sahora Union H.E. 
J. L. 91 School 18-1-46 18-2-49 4 73 9 5 883 175 

2 Sibarambati 
J. L. 146 

Trailakya Nath Institution 1904 1906 11 369 14 6 2 4,680 2,556 

Total for Thana 2 15 442 23 11 3 5,563 2.731 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 2 15 442 23 11 3 5,563 2.731 
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P.S. BHARATPUR 

J. L. 104, Kagram Kagram H.E. School 1891 1892 6 

2 J. L. 96, Sonarundi Barwariabad Maharaja's H.E. 
School 1864 1877 6 

3 J. L. 69, Alugram Alugram Union Uchha 
Madhyamik Vidyalaya 1909 30-9-50 6 

4 J. L. 81, Sijgram Sijgram Hossenabad Mohsen 
Taiyeb H.E. School 12-8-12 H-8-26 6 

5 J. L. 100, Kulari Gulhatia Ali Hafez Memorial 
H.E. School May 1916March 1918 6 

6 J. L. 92, Simulia Tarini Prosad Institution 1916 1-12-37 6 

7 J. L. 53, Mauza Goysabad Achala Vidya-
Goysabad mandir 1931 14-6-48 6 

8 J. L. 102, Salar Edward Zakariah H.E. School 1901 1901 6 

9 J. L. 107, Talibpur Talibpur H.E. School 2-1-25 9-10-26 6 

Total for Thana 9 54 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 9 54 

SUBDIVISION-LALBAGH 

P.S. MURSHIDABAD 

Murshidabad 'Munici- Nawab Bahadur's Institution 
pality .. Murshidabad -

Total for Thana 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 

P.s.. JIAGANJ 

Jiaganj-Azimganj 
Municipality ~ 

Raja Bejoy 
mandir 

Singh Vidya-

'2 Do. Rai Budh Sing Bahadur H.E. 
School 

Total for Thana 2 
Total for Municipality 2 
Total for Rural areas 

1909 1909 17 

1902 20-11-1903 

1909 1-6-49 
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13,483 2,005 
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P.S. NABAGRAM 
Rs. Rs. 

J. L. 79, Amar 
Kundu Amrita Kunda Vidyamandir 7-2-39 14-6-48 6 170 9 4 9,401 7,611 

2 J. L. 23, Panchgram Panchgram H.E. School 1916 January 
1948 9 244 12 5 2 8,377 

3 J. L. 35, Gura Gurah PashIa Siksha Niketon 2-1-48 30-7-48 6 *141 10 5 2,540 3,964 

Total for Thana 3 21 555 31 14 2 2()',318 11,575 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 3 21 555 31 14 2 20,318 11,575 

P. S. LALGOLA 

1 J. L. 89, Ashariadaha Lalgola Mahesh Narayan 
Academy 1914 16-7-21 15 526 18 7 13,154 10,296 

Total for Thana 15 526 
Total for Municipality 

18 7 13,154 10,296 

Total for Rural areas 15 526 18 .7 13,154 10,296 

P.S. BHAGWANGOLA 

Mahishasthali, J. L. 6 Bhagwangola H.E. School 1931 1949 6 295 10 5 2 5,337 407 

2 Nasipur, J. L. 66 Nashipur H.E. School 1892 January 
1950 6 p58 8 4 1,003 

Total for Thana 2 12 553 18 9 2 6,340 407 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 2 12 553 18 9 2 6,340 407 

P.S. RANINAGAR 

J. L. 56, Islampur Islampur H.E. School 1878 1882 6 216 9 3 8,820 154 

2 J. L. 89, Katlamari Katlamari H.E. School Jan. 1941 1-1-44 6 +182 10 3 2 1,693 

3 J. L. 93, Sibnagar Bamnabad A. C. H.E. School 1904 1948 6 134 9 4 2 5,430 4,349 

Total for Thana 3 18 532 28 10 5 15,943 4,503 
Total for Municipality .. 
Total for Rural areas 3 18 532 28 10 5 15,943 4,503 

* Average for 3 years 1948-50. t Average for 2 years 1949-50. 

tAverage for year 1950. 
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P.S. FARAKKA 
SUBDIVISION-J ANGIPUR 

Rs. Rs. 
Kuli, j. L. 58 Laxminarayan Sinha Memorial 

H.E. School 2-1-38 6-4-51 6 146 8 4 10,762 1,652 

Total for Thana 6 146 8 4 10,762 1,652 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 6 146 8 4 10,762 1,652 

P.S. SAMSERGANJ 

Municipality Dhulian Kanchantala T. D. T. Insti-
tution 1897 1897 10 318 14 7 19,242 200 

2 Nimtita, J. L. 108 Goursundar Dwarknath Insti-
tution 2-1-13 3-4-17 6 279 12 5 3 19,506 

Total for Thana 2 16 597 26 12 3 38,748 ·200 
Total for Municipality 1 10 318 14 7 19,242 200 
Total for Rural areas 1 6 279 12 5 3 19,506 

P.S. SUT! 

J. L. 98, Fatul1apur Fatullapnr Sashimani H.E. 
School .Jan. 1944 19-12-47 8 185 12 6 2 11,896 8,380 

Total for Thana 8 185 12 6 2 11,896 8,380 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 8 185 12 6 2 11,896 8,380 

.5. RAGHUNATHGANj 

Mauza Mirzapur, Mirzapur Dwijapada H.E. 
j. L. 131 School 2-1-48 27-5-48 6 *156 9 4 3,764 14,332 

2 Mauza Barla, 
J. L. 108 Barala R. D. Sen H.E. Sch091 8-1-18 1921 6 193 10 5 15,062 2,482 

3 Municipality Jangipur jangipur H.E. School 1872 1877 In 518 19 10 6 19,313 

4 Do. Ragh una thgan j H.E. School 1900 1-1-49 9 *211 11 5 10.,407 

Total for Thana 4' 32 1,078 49 24 9 48,546 16,814 
Total for Municipality 2 20 729 30 15 7 29,720 
Total for Rural areas 2 12 349 19 9 2 18,826 16,814 

P.S. SAGARDIGHt 

Mauza Popara, 
J. L. 88 Sagardighi S. N. H.E. School 2-1-48 I-I-50 6 tl47 10 5 1,587 10,543 

Total for Thana 6 147 10 5 1,587 10,543 
Total for Municipality 
Total for Rural areas 6 147 10 5 1,587 10,543 

* Average for 2 years 1949-50. t Average for 3 years 1948-50. 

Source :-Director of Public Instruction, \Vest Bengal, and individual school. 
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State 

Serial 
Number 

2 

3 

4 

S 

6 

TABLE 6.4-PRINTING PRESSES AT WORK, NEWSPAPERS 
AND PERIODICALS PUBLISHED IN 1950-51 

Numbpr of Printing 
Presses at work Number of Newspapers 

published 
Number of Periodir;als 

published 

~ 8 

Source: -Home (Press) Department. 

TABLE 6.5-CINEMAS IN 1950* 

Number of Cinema Houses 
(in December 1950) 

6 

*Provisional 

Source: -District Office. 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Number of Spectators 
(Monthly average) 

78,488 

TABLE 7.1-NUMBER OF HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES IN 1949 

Provo A.G. F.R.E. State Local and Private Private Rail- Total 
Special Municipal aided unaided ways 

Funds in-
cluding U.B. 
and Village 

4 19 5 2 56 10 2 98 

Source: -Office of the Director of Health Services, West Bengal. 

TABLE 7.2-RURAL HEALTH CENTRES IN 1950 

Health 
Centres 

6 

Subdivision Police Station Union Name of Health Centres No. of beds 

Sadar 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Kandi 

Do. 

Hariharpara Choa Choa at Chapra 

Jalangi Sagarpara Sagarpara 

Domkal Goraimari Goraimari 

Beldanga Shompara Shompara 

Khargram Parulia Parulia 

Do. Margram Garulia 

Source: -Directorate of Health Services, West Bengal. 
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Health Centre 4 

4 

4 

4 

10 

10 



TABLE 7.3--LIST OF HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES IN 1951 

Serial Subdivision, 
'No. Police Station 

or Town 

2 

SADAR SUB
DIVISION 

Berhampur Town 

2 Do. 
3 Do. 
4 Do. 
5 Do. 

6 Do. 
7 Domkal 
8 Do. 
9 Do. 

10 Jalangi 

11 Do. 

12 Do. 
13 Do. 
14 Do. 
15 Hariharpara 
16 Do. 
17 Beldanga 
18 Do. 
19 Do. 
20 Do. 

21 Nawada 
22 Do. 

23 Do. 
24 Do. 
25 Do. 

LALBAGH 
SUBDIVISION 

26 Murshidabad 
27 Do. 
28 Jiaganj 
29 Do. 
30 Do. 
31 Do. 
32 Bhagwangola 

33 Do. 
34 Raninagar 

35 Do. 

36 Do. 

37 Do. 
38 Nabagram 
39 Do. 
40 Do. 
41 Do. 
42 Do. 
43 Do. 
44 Lalgola 
45 Do. 
46 Do. 
47 Do. 

KANDI SUB· 
DIVISION 

48 Kandi 
49 Do. 

Union 

3 

Daulatabad 
Domkal 

Do. 
Garibpur 
Sadikhan's 

Derah 
Do. 

Khyramari 
Jalangi 
Sagorepara 
Hariharpara 
Rukunpur 
Beldanga . 

Do. 
Chaitanpur 
Manlo 

Patkabari. 
Chand pur 

Do. 
Patkabari 
Nawada 

Bhagwangola 

Do. 
Raninagar 

Do. 

Kalinagore 

Islampore 
Nabagram 
Panch gram 
Baghirapara 
Shibpur . 
Mohulkul 
Islampore 
Manikchak 
Paikpara 
Lalgola 

Do. 

Gokarna 

Hospitals, 
Name of place and 

J. L. No. 

4 

Berhampur 

Berhampur A.G. 
Police 
Special Jail 

Domkal A.G. 42 

Dobapara A.G. 57 
Sadikhan's Derah 
F.R.E. 37 

Beldanga A.G. 51 

Patkabari A.G. 36 

Lalbagh Prov. 44 ; 

Azimganj A.G. 39 

Bhagwangola A.G. 
3 

Raninagar F.R.E. 
81 

Nabagram A.G. 36 

Islampore A.G. 

Kandi G.C. Provo 
63 

Gokama A. G. 19 

Dispensaries, Beds 
Name of . Place and ,----A----, 

1. L. No. General Infec-

5 

Kashimbazar Raja 
K. R. Roy 

Daulatabad 129 

Domkal Thana 42 

Sadikhan's Derah 
Thana 37 

Khyramari 3 
Jalangi 30 
Sagorepara 10 
Hariharpara 32 
Rukunpur 30 

Beldanga 51 
Chaitanpur 24 
Sargachi Ram-
krishna Mission 

Chand pur 38 
Ghoramara
Mahishmara 

Patibari 36 
Amtala 26 

Nashipur Raj ·63 . 

Azimganj 39 
Azimganj Rly. 39 
Jiaganj 6 

Bhagwani;'ola 3 

Raninagar Thana 
81 • 

Bardhanpur 56 

Islampore 73 

Panchgram 23 .' 
Baghirapara 25 . 
Rainda Shibpur 87 
Ishan pore 68 

Manikchak 94 
Rajarampur 52 
Lalgola Raj 80 
Krishnapur Rly. 

74 

6 

102 

50 
56 
75 

20 

20 

10 

50 

10 

25 

20 

20 

10 

20 

30 

22 
20 

tious 

7 

17 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 
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Maintained 
by 

State 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

8 

Raj Estate 
District Board 
State 
District Board 
State 

Do. 

Union Board 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Private 
Do. 

State 
District Board 
Union Board 

Mission 
State 
Union Board 

Do. 
Do. 

District Board 

State 
Private 
State 
Municipality 
Railway 
Municipality 
State 

District Board 

State 

Union Board 

Do. 

Private 
State 
Union Board 

Do. 
Do. 

Private 
State 
Union Board 

Do. 
Private 

Railway 

State 
Do. 

Medical 
Officer's 
qualifica-

tions 

9 

M.D., 
B.M.S. 
M.B. 

M.B. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
M.B. 
M.B. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
M.B. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 

Not 
passed 

Not 
passed 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
I;,M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

M.B. 
L.M.F. 



TABLE 7.3-LIST OF HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES IN 1951-concld. 

Serial 
po. 

Subdivision. 
Police Station 

or Town 

2 

KANDI SUB
DIVISION 

50 Kandi 
51 Do. 
52 Do. 

53 Khargram 
54 Do. 

55 Do. 

56 Do. 
57 Do. 
58 Do. 
59 Do. 
60 Burwan 
61 Do. 

62 
63 
64 
65 

66 
67 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

68 Bharatpur 

69 

70 
71 
72 
73 

74 
75 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do.' 

Do. 
Do. 

JANGIPUR 
SUBDIVISION 

76 Raghunathganj 
77 Do. 

78 Do. 
79 Do. 

80 Do. 

81 Sagardighi 

82 Do. 
83 Do. 
84 Do. 
85 Do. 
S6 Suti 
87 Do. 
88 Do. 
89 Farakka 

90 Do. 

91 Do. 
92 Samserganj 
93 Do. 
94 Do. 
95 Dhulian 

21 

Union 

Purandarpur 
Gokama 
Jashohari-

Anakhi 
Khargram 

Do. 

Indrani 

Indrani Sadal 
Jhilli 
Kirtipur 
Eroali 
Burwan 
Sundarpur 

Burwan 
Sahor 
Karunnuruce. 
Kalyanpur 

Kuli 
Panchthupi 

Bharatpur 

Simulia
Bonwonicbad 
Sizgram 
Talibpur 
Talibpur 
Kenya-

baidyapur 
Jajar 
Bharatpur 

Jameera 

Mirzapur 
Dabbarpur 

Teghari 

Sagardighi 

Moregram 
Patkeldanga 
Manigram 
Sagardighi 
Bajitpur 
Bajitpur 
Nurpur 
Beniagram 

Do. 

Chaitanpur 
Beniagram 

Do. 
Nimtita 

Hospitals. 
Name of place and 

J. L. No. 

4 

Khargram A.G. 139 

Saherpore F. R. E. 
55 

Burwan A. G. 56 . 
Sundarpur A. G. 

153 

Bharatpur A. G. 
68 

Simulia A. G. 92 

Talibpur A. G. 107 

Jangipur Provo 

Sagardighi A. G. 
89 

Suti Provo 63 

Beniagram F.R.E. 
55 

Dispensaries. 
Name of place 
and J. L. No. 

5 

Purandarpur 49 
Gokama 19 

Baharo 81 

Khargram Thana 
139 

Indrani Sadal 40 
Jhilli 2 
Kirtipur 98 
Eroali 106 

Burwan Thana 56 
Sahor Hemangini 
Karunnuruce 
Kalyanpur-

Saboldah 8 
Kuli 36 
Panchthupi (5. M. 

Sarawati) 149 

Sizgram -81 

Talibpur 107 

Kenya-baidyapur 5 
Jajar 9 
Bharatpur 68 

Mandalpur
Sarbangola 107 . 

Mirzapur 131 
Dabbarpur Durga 

92 
Teghari Ram

Chandra 74 

Moregram 30 
Patkeldanga 159 
Manigram 46 
Sagardighi 89 

Suti Thana 63 
Aheran Nurpur 102 

Beds 
~ 
General Infec

tious 

6 

20 

10 

20 
20 

20 

20 

20 

14 

20 

20 

10 

7 

5 

Imannagore
Dholegobindapur 
53 

Bewaratanpur 31 
Beniagram 55 
Bewa 31 
Nimtita 108 
Dhulian B. C. 

Source :-Directorate of Health Service, West Bengal. 
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Maintained by 

8 

Union Board. 
District Board 

Union Board. 
State 

District Board 
State 

Union Board . 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

State 
Do. 

District Board 
Union Board. 

Do. 
Do. 

Medical 
Officer's 
qualifica-

tion 

9 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 

Do. .Not passed 
Private 

State 

Do. 

District Board 
State 
District Board 

Union Board. 
Do. 
Do. 

State 

District Board 
Union Board. 

Do. 

Do. 

M.B. 

L.M.F: 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F_ 
L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
M.B. 

L.M.F. 

L.M.F 
L.M.F. 

L.M .. F. 

L.M.F. 

State. L.M.F. 
Union Board. L.M.F. 

Do. L.M.F. 
Do. L.M.F. 

District Board L.M.F. 
Do. L.M.F. 
Do. L.M.F. 

Union Board .Not passed 

State 

Union Board. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do .. 

Municipality 

L.M.F. 

L.M.F. 
M.B. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
L.M.F. 
M.B. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
TABLE 9.1-VILLAGE ROADS 

SADAR SUBDIVISION 
Serial 

No. 
Name of Road 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

Berhampore (Chaopore) 
Panchananda 
Gorabazar 
Farashdanga 
Khagraghat 
Goaljanghat 
Goaljanghat 
Gorabazar 
Beldanga 
Panchananda 
Danjetia . 
Goas 
Gorabazar 
Panchananda 
Baramasia 
Farakka 
Baramasia 
Bhaduriapara 
Faridpur . 
Daulatabad 
Sargachi 
Beldanga 
Rezinagore 
Amtola 
Azimganj 
Azimganj 
Bhagaratpur . 
Garaimari Ferry 
Sarulia . 
Kaladangra 
Dhapirampur 
Bhabta '.' 

From 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 

Sargachi Railway Station 
Faridpur . . 
Nimtala 
Nimtala . 
Gorabazar river side 
Talpukur D. B. Road 
Mukundapur. . 
Kadametia ferryghat 
Gorabazar ferryghat 
Basudebkhali . 
Sankarpur 
J alangi Road 
Satuibazar 
Dowlatabad 
Chandpur 
Kaladanga D. B. 
Mahulaghat 
Debkunda . . 
Krishnagar Main Road 

Do. 
Kadamtalaghat 
Gholla . 
Gardwaraghat 
Nawada .. 
Beldanga Bagdipara . 
Chaitanyapur . 
Milki 
Madhupur 
Mamudpurghat 
Amtala D. B. 
Amtala D. B. 

64 Patkabari 
65 Sarbangapur . 
66 Gajnipur pucca culvert 
67 Kalitala .. 
68 Sahajadpur 
69 Bhagirathpur 
70 Islampur. . . . . . . 
71 Narsinghpur well Nowdapara D. B. Road 
72 Bhagirathpur. . " . 

To 

Nimtala via Kasimbazar 
Junction with Krishnanagore Road near Chattia 
Radhanagore Ghat 
Lalbagh' 
Railway station approach Road 
Nabagram Road 
Nabagram Road 
Monakara Road 
Majhyampore Road 
Junction with Krishnanagore Road near Chattia 
Sargachi Road 
Domkal Road 
Radhanagore Ghat 
Gobranala Road 
Ka tlamari Road 
Ramnagore Road 
Jalangi Road 
Damadipara Road 
Godhampara Road 
Bhagira th pore 
Feeder Road 
Feeder Road 
Garduara' Road 
Beldanga Road 
Garaimarighat Road 
Godhanpara Road 
Garaimari 
Dadpur Road via Nawpukuria and Moradighi with a branch 

to Andulia School 
Gangaprasad Road, Nakibuddin Road 
Kaliganj, Faridpur. via Kalari Joypur and Fakirabad 
Chandabad via Pilkhana and Ghoramara 

164 

Bharan via Ramparaghat and Sattarpur' 
Damadiapara from Faridpur 
Sankarpur Road Sec. A from Nimtala to Sailaghll.t 
Sankarpur Road Sec. B from Sailaghat to Sankarpur 
Ukilabad 
Madapur 
New Ustia 
Futi Sanko 
Bazarpara 
Bahurnl 
Sarsabad 
12th mile Kaladanga 
Chowrigacha Railway Station 
Nakibuddin Mondal D. B. Road 
Khamarpur 
Madanpur via Nowdapara 
Lalnagarghat 
Bhabta 
Dalua 
Jalalpur ferry 
Ramnagar 
Saktipur 
Tenyaghat 
Bhabta to Pilkhana Balighat 
Balighat 
Amtala D. B. Road at Kalitala 
Barhatta ferry 
Chandpur via Dangapara and Kishoritala ferry 
~I uktearpurgha t 
Azimganj Garaimari D. B. Road Sec. A 
Azimganj D. B. Road Sec. B from Bhatsala-Muktearpurghat 

via Juginda Sultanpur Garibpur and Jitpur 
Tungi via Goghata 
Trimohini 
Kishoritala ferry via Sahajadpur and Gangadhari 
Faridpur via Sadikhandiar 
Bagdangaghat 
Bajitpur 
Bhagirathpur 
Jalangi Gopalpur D. B. Road at Bidupur Sahebrainpur 
Chhaturdaura 



TABLE 9.1-VILLAGE ROADS-contd. 

Serial 
No. 

Name of Road 

73 Bagdanga L. B. Road 
74 Bagdanga-Kalitala 
75 Kapilaghat . . 
76 Baromasia D. B. Road 
77 Faridpur 
78 Baharan 
79 Rajdharpara 

80 Pathuriaghat 
81 Rajdharpara 
82 Hariharpara 
83 Tenachura 
84 Gajnipur . . 
85 Benakhula L. B. Road 
86 Tiktikipara 
87 Madapur 
88 BhoJla 
89 Chhaighari 
90 Pakuria 
91 Goaljan 
92 Bipraghata 

From 

93 Farasdanga ." 
94 Sargachi-Banjathia D. B. Road 
95 Andharmanik 
96 Polladanga 
97 Simulia ferry 
98 Madapur 
99 Sialmara 

100 Dowlatabad 
101 Kaladanga D.B. 
102 Chhaitantala . 
103 Radhaghat-Kandi D. B. Road 
104 Mirzapur 
105 Sujapur 
106 Beldanga 
107 Benadaha 
108 Dadour . 
109 Barkhala-Sujapur 
110 Nalhati 
111 Golla 
112 Sunaipara 
113 Rezinagar . 
114 Jhumko Madrasa . 
115 Majhyampur D. B. Road 
116 Krishnagar Main Road 
117 Beldanga . 
118 Dhagwan (Tungi) 
119 Sabdrnagar 
120 Dudsar 
121 Baligha t 
122 Bali . 
123 Sanyasitala (Tungi) 
124 Bhagirathpur 
125 Harl Dobaghat 
126 Ramchandrapur 
127 Kushberia 
128 Garaberia . . . 
129 Fataipurghat Garibpur L. B. Road 
130 Kanapukur 
131 Gobindapur 
132 Bhatsala 
133 Brindarampur 
134 Garaberia 
135 Raghunathpur 
136 Bhaduriapara 
137 Shyampur ferry 
138 Sultanpur 
139 Baruipara 
140 Swaruppur 
141 Barui para 
142 Choa. .. 
143 Bhagirathpur D. B. Road 
144 Sankarpur L. B. Road 

SADAR SUBDIVISION 

To 

Kapilaghat 
Garibpur L. B. Road 
Jalangi Gopalpur D.B. Road 
Ghoshpara 
31st mile Jalangi Road 
Dowlatabad 
Amtala Road Sec. A from Rajdharpara to Tehatta Amtala 

Road Sec. B from Amtala Tehatta 
Biswarathganjghat 
Baruipara (Rajdharpara with a brancli to Futi Sanko) 
Sundalpur 
Prodipdanga 
Jitpur via Gangadhari 
Chhutardaura via Pronampnrgbat 
Naryanpur 
Old Jail Road 
Naryanpur 
Kistomati 
Badurpur 
Khagraghat Rly. Stn. 
Kalikapur 
Arminan Church Street with a branch to D. B. Road 
Sundipur 
Village Road 
Village Road 
Baisnabtala 
U da ynagargha t 
Bajarpara 
Village Road 
Madanpur via Nowdapara Garamagari 
Ovirampur 

165 

Udaychandpur 
Krishnagar Road 
Maijhyampur 
Kapasdanga via Nowphukhuria and Eroal 
Dalua 
Village Road 
Satui Sijkhali ferry via Kumarpur 
Rampara 
Village Road 
Village Road 
Village Road 
Jungle Road via Rameswarpur 
Malinighat via Mirzapur 
Debkunda 
Kazisaha 
Tungighat (Bali) 
Gobindapur 
Village Road • 
Kodalkati via Shyamnagar and Knmarpur 
Sahebnagar 
Sanyasidanga via Ratanpur 
Village Road 
Jitpur 
Domkal Bhagirathpur L. B. Road via Benakhali 
Village Road 
Kulberia Achintala 

Khairamari Domash bil 
Srikrishna pur 
Katakpara via Mamudpur 
Sultanpur 
Bhatsala 
24th Jalangi Road via Harurpara 
Rusanagar via Pakerdiar 
Benakhali L. B. Road 
Bhatsala-Kumarpur D. B. Road 
Village 
Sundal purgha t 
Sailaghat 
Sripur 
Fatepurghat via Chatia 
Hariharpara via Ramkrishnapur and Khamarpara 



TABLE 9.1-VILLAGE ROADS-contd, 
SADAR SUBDIVISION-concld, 

Serial 
No, 

Name of Road 

145 Reglapara , 
146 2nd mile of Nabagram 
147 Bahara 
148 Madda 
149 Baharan , 
ISO Gorabazar ferry ghat 
151 Pareshnathpur 

From 

Branch road from Berharnpore 
Bhagwangola Road 

2 Natatala , 
3 Lalgola Rajbati 
4 Azirnganj 
5 Puranadewari 
6 Islampur 
7 Jiaganj (Kadamtala) . 
8 Dewansarai (~anikchand tank) 
9 Natatala 

10 Lalbagh 
II Farakka 
12 Ka tlamari 
13 Jiaganj 
14 Jiaganj 
15 Purandarpur 
16 Dhulauri 
17 Goaljan 
18 Lalgola 
19 J urankandi 
20 Gura ferry ghat 
21 Nabagram 
22 Jibanti 
23 Nabagram 
24 Sagardighi 
25 Natatala 
26 Amdahara 
27 Mahinagar 
28 Mahulabagh 
29 Tiktikipara 
30 Sundarpur 
31 Ranitala 
32 Bahadurpur 
33 Danrakandi 
34 Mahammadpur 
35 Jiaganj 
36 Barbaria 
37 Lalgola 
38 Manikchak 
39 Dewansarai ," 
40 Dhulowri 
41 J asai tala 
42 Manikchak 
43 Natiberpara ... 
44 3rd mile of Josaitala D. B. Road 
45 Manikchak Madrasa 
46 Babultali 
47 Suporigola 
48 Gowas 
49 Sitanagar. 
50 Paharpur. . . 
51 24th mile Islampur D. B. Road 
52 Suparigola Bazar 
53 Komnagar 
54 Topkhana 
55 Bansibaria 
56 Bhairabpurghat 
57 Katra 
58 Lalbagh 
59 Dahapara 
60 Bati 
61 Khamarpara 
62 Amdahara 

To 
Sundalpurghat 
Goaljan Road-Dafarpur 
Chandpara via Majhiara and Bahurul 
Maniknagar 
Mahismara (Ghoramara) 
Radharghat 
Sarbangapur 

LALBAGH SUBDIVISION 

166 

Jiaganj Sadarghat 

Kristapur with a branch to Lalgola Rly. Station 
Lalgola Rly. Station 
Bokhara 
Maricha 
Lotial from Godhanpara to Lotial 
Jangipur via Dewansarai and Dubra 
Maricha 
Kristapur with a branch to Lalgola 
Panchgram 
Ramnagar 
Maricha 
Kharibona 
Dowlatabad 
Gowas Nababganj 
Niamatpara via Shaikhpara 
Nabagram from Shibpur to Nabagram 
Bhagwangola via Josaitala 
Sankoghat 
Jurankandi with a branch to Kalyanganjghat 
Ashua 
Rainda via Bagore 
Sukee 
Sukee 
Shyampur 
Amaipara 
Benipur 
Palaspukur 
Berhampore-Bhagwangola Road at Jiaganj 
Mahatpur 
Harirarnpurgha t 
Jiaganj 
Bahadurpur 
Ranitala 
Dalelpara 
Rajarampore 
Hossainpur 
Fatepur 
Rajarampore 
Lalgolaghat 
Sanyasitala 
Bali Tungi 
Daurakandi 
Kajla or Jiaganj 
Asaridaha Kuthi 
Katlamari 
Harirampurghat 
Herampore 
Ramnagar 
Islampur 
Nazarana 
Kana para H urshi 
Panipia 
Gowribag 
Bhairabpurghat 
Bali 
Moniarpole 
Lalbagh Court Junction 
Hossianabad 
Hulaspur via Dangapara 
Hossianbad 
Tentulia 



TABLE 9.1-VILLAGE ROADS-contd. 

Serial 
No. 

Name of Road 

63 Gosaipara 
64 Sargachi 
65 Panchgram 
66 Simanapara 
67 Kriteswari 
68 Balaspur . 
69 Milki 
70 Mukundapur 
71 Kalyanganj 
72 Benipur 
73 PaIsa 
74 Sarbangapur 
75 Gura 
76 Lalkhuthi 
77 Kalukhali 
78 Dangapara 
79 Baligram . 
80 Gopainagar 
81 Bahadurpur 
82 Lotial 
83 Bansgara . 
84 Chaipara . 
85 Rambhadrapur 
86 Khadaiganj 
87 Talpukur. 
88 Pilkhana . 

From 

89 Ramdaspur 
90 PaIsa (on Nabagram-Asua Road) 
91 Korgram 
92 Achra 
93 Mirpur 
94 Singar 
95 Dafarpur 
96 Hossainabad 
97 Jiaganj 

1 Raghunathganj 
2 Raghunathganj 
3 Nimtita 
4 Raghunathganj 
5 Jiagaj (KadamtaIa) . 
6 Jangipur Road Rly. Station 
7 Badsahi Road J arur . 
8 Farakka 
9 Chandpur (Antardipa) 

10 Chandpur (Antardipa) 
11 Hillora . 
12 Raghunathganj 
13 Nurpur 
14 Tildanga . 
15 Sagardighi 
16 Akura Ferry 
17 Gazinagar 
18' Brahmanigram 
19 Sujapur 
20 Mirzapur 
21 Kanupur 
22 Chila 
d3 Mithipur D. B. 
24 Chak 
25 Mithipur D. B .. 
26 Chamapara 
27 Mithipur D. B. . 
28 Teghari 
29 Sonatikri . 
30 Ghosaia 
31 Bhanjankhali 
32 Teghari 
33 Jarur 
34 Mirzapur 

LALBAGH SUBDIVISION-concld. 

'To 
Bali Trimohinighat 
Nisadbagh 
Nidhia 
Lalbagh Cou~i 
Karjore 
Srirampur 
Shibpur 
Lalbagh Court Station 
10th mile Goaljan D. B. Road 
Barabathan 
Ekrole 
Kishorepur 
Ayra 
Mukundabagh via Gajbari 
Madapur via Dangapara 
Bahadurpur via Dangapara-Bathanpara 
Paikpara . 
Asaridaha Kuthi 
Suporigola 
Ghoshpara 
Budharpara 
Baharamganj D. B. Road via Nutangram and Muragar 
Haribhanga via Gouripurghat 
Damrul 
Chandraghat via TiJ"tikipara 
Indradanga via Ranjitpara 
Dubrakhali . 
11 th mile Lalbagh Panchgram Road via Khoyragachi 
Ekrol via Nimgram 
Anantapur 
Bankipur 
Bahala via Hasaram 
Tiktikipara-Bahara D. B. Road 
Kristapur Rly. Stn. 
Dalalpara abandoned Road D. B. Jiaganj Jangipur 
Road on the 18th mile post via Saharagachi-Kalitala 

JANGIPUR SUBDIVISION 
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Mitrapur 
Bokhara Station (E. I. R) 
Nimtita Rly. Station 
Mitrapur 
Jangipur via Dewansarai and Dubra 
Sonatikri 
Gambhira 
Ramnagar 
Dhulian 
Protapganj 
Protapganj 
Bokhara Station (E. I. R) 
Sajanipara Rly. Station 
Farakka Rly. Feeder Road 
Manigram 
Malancha 
Ratanpur 
Kotalpukur 
Rajanagar via Raninagar 
Manigram 
Bahutali 
Khamra 
Biswanathpur Giria 
Giria 
Jangipur Lalgola D. B. 
Giria 
Lalkhandlar 
Kulgachi 
Godaipur 
Hillora 
Nista 
Kasiadanga 
Mirzapur 
Dafarpur upto Rajanagar 



TABLE 9.1-VILLAGE ROADS-contd. 

Serial 
No. 

Name of Road 

35 Rajnagar 
36 Dayarampur 
37 Sajanipara 
38 Nurpur . 
39 Nimtita Rly. Stn. 
40 Suti. . 
41 Kassimnagar 
42 Nimtita . 
43 Sadikpur . 
44 Battala . 
45 Chandpur. 
46 Benigram Kuthi 
47 Pachullagram 
48 Jiolmari 
49 Debattar 
50 Hazarpur. 
51 Akura 
52 Digri 
53 lVIanigram 
54 Bokhara . 
55 Shaikhdighi 
56 Shaikhdighi 
57 lVIanigram 
58 Bokhara 
59 Belia 
60 lVIirzapur . 
61 Pauli 
62 Bokhara . 
63 Moregram. 
64 Teghari 
65 lVIarkole 
66 Miapore 
67 Miapore 
68 Shibnagore 
69 Chaipara . 
70 Charka . 
71 Pachanpara 
72 Islampur 
73 Jafrabad 
74 Bahadurpur 
75 Achintala 
76 Sahebnagar 
77 Raghunathpur 
78 Shaikhdighi 
79 Ramna 
80 Sagardighi 
81 Ballalpur Bus Halt . 
82 Dafarpur Tiktikipara 

1 Bharatpur 
2 Salar Rly. Station 
3 Purandarpur 
4 Kandi. . 

From 

5 Badsahi Road-Khargram 
6 Khargram 
7 Andi . 
8 Kandi (Rashora) 
9 Pancbthupi 

10 Sherpur 
11 Bharatpur 
12 Kandi Court 
13 Salar 
14 Gokama 
15 Salar 
16 Sherpur 
17 Indrani 
18 Alinagar 
19 Bagbari 
20 Salar 
21 Marura 
22 Jemo 

JANGIPUR SUBDIVISION-concld. 

To 
Gankar 
Kharkati 
Lalkhandiar 
Kali tala via Chapgha ti 
Lokaipur via English 
Pakur Station 
Sajanipara via Mahesali 
Bholanathpur 
Nurpur 
Pachullagram 
Bahutal 
Chandipur 
Amtala 
Protapganj 
Momrajpur 
Sankarpur via Tofapur 
Ra tan pur-Chandi pur 
Ratanpur 
Gadi 
Danturia via Moregram 
Ramna via Baneswar 
Athna 
Station Road 
Brahmanigram 
Manigram 
Jugore via Pauli 
Bokhara 
Bhurkundi 
Kherur-Koyar to Ekrakshi 
Babupur 
Bajrakhali 
Jarur 
Talai 
Bondhya 
Sujapore 
Jetia 
Nutanganj 
Madna 
Chaksapara 
Bhabanimati 
Arjunpur 
Kadamasarai 
Chandipur via Jafraganj 
Bhumihar 
Anuppur 
Diara via Chandanbati Etor-Mohipal Bus Halt 
Beniagram Kuthi 
Bahara D. B. Road 

KANDI SUBDIVISION 
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Salar 
Approach Road 
Feeder Road 
Panuti 
Nowgram Sec. II via Kulee 
Parulia 
Hatia 
Saktipur (Lahadaha) 
Tarapur 
Shurkhali 
Salar 
Chowrigacha Rly. Stn. E. 1. Rly. 
Kagram 
Chiroti 
Talibpur 
Ghuskaraghat Road via Joypur and Sabaldha 
Ganthlaghat via Sadal and Ruhigram 
Khaspur 
Jemo 
Kharera 
Molla 
Durgapur 



TABLE 9.1-VILLAGE ROADS-concld. 

Serial 
No. 

Name of Road 

From 

23 Jemo . 
24 Madhunia 
25 D. B. Marura Molla Road 
26 Gokarna . 
27 Ad?rapara 
28 Bharatpur 

29 Sijgram 
30 Baidyapur 
31 Sijgram 
32 Sijgram 
33 Talibpur . 
34 Kandi . 
35 Panchthupi 
36 Kuya River 
37 Dakshinkhanda 
38 Simulia 
39 Laharpara 
40 Pachipara 
41 Fatepur 
42 Sundarpur 
43 Kharjana. 
44 Jhikarhati 
45 Ramnagar 
46 Rangamati 
47 Kharagram 
48 Joypur 
49 Punya . . 
50 Dahalia (Kalitala) 
51 J asahari. . 
52 Chatnia Kandi . 
53 Kandi Municipal Road 
54 Mahisar 
55 Bhabanipur 
56 Lalkuti 
57 Madunia . 
58 Mahadia . 
59 Jibanti (6th mile) 
60 Kandi . 
61 Gokama. . 
62 Brahmanpara . 
63 Jasahari 
64 Salar . 
65 Par Rasora Road 
66 Saktipur . 
67 Syedkulutia 
68 Kandi . . . 
69 Barhatta Feeder Road 
70 Babla 
71 Salu. . 
72 Raigram . 
73 Dakshinkhanda 
74 Decha pra . 
75 Gangadda 
76 Salar Sastitala 
77 Kagram. . 
78 Tenya Rly. Station 
79 Biprasekhar 
80 Kandi 
81 Sundarpur . 
82 Fate Chandpur . 
83 Ghunkia. . 
84 Malianda . 
85 Badsahi Road 
86 Andi . . . 
87 Bichur Village Road. 
88 Ekomba. . 
89 Chandsingbati . 
90 Kapasdanga . 
91 Kirtipur Village Road 
92 Ban tipara .. 
93 Kashigram 

22 

KANDI SUBDIVISION-concld. 

To 

Andulia 
Jasohari 
Kandi Panuti Road 
Mahalandi via Kumarsanda 
Bhabasing Tank 
Salar via Gulutia and Dakshinkhanda. with a branch to 

Sonarandi 
Syed Gulutia Road 
Kagram via Talibpur 
Munsubpur 
Amlai 
Kandra 
Sardanga via Jajan 
Tarapur D. B. Road-Singhari via Gadda 
Alugram 
Erora Road 
Kachutia Road 
Saidpara Road 
Hatia Road 
Panuti via Sahora 
Bhastore 
Biprasekhar 
Beldanga-Kundol Santolpara 
Majhiara via Sahora 
Srihatta 
Purandarpur Road 
Eroali Road 
Margram via Nagore 
Jasahari Road via Madunia 
Chandsingba ti 
Belia 
Dohalia Road 
Jasahari 
Village Road 
Kotaldighi 
Village Road 
Maunakhali 
Chaipara 
Berhampore Road-Lakshinarayanpur 
Nowpara 
Village Road 
Golaghat 
Sonarandi 

Village Road 
Benodia 
Saktipur Road-Kanchangari 

Talibpur Kagram Road 
Gopgram Road 
Salinda Bharatpur Salar Road 
Punashi 
Bharatpur Kandra 
Village Road 
Bahara Belpukur 
Nowgram 
Baidyapur Salar Road 
Bangram 
Belgram Road-Nabagram 
Baydanathpur 
Kamunarun 
Maurkandi 
Village Road 
Kull 
Mahisgram 

Simulia 
Banur via Balla 
Ramchandrapur 

Telsundi 
Bashahi Road 

Source :-District Board, Murshidabad. 
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TABLE 9.2-ROADS AND BUNGALOWS 

I-Metalled Roads; lA-Metalled, bridged and drained throughout; IB-Metalled, partially bridged and drained; 
II-Unmetalled Roads; IIA-Unmetalled bridged and drained throughout; IIB-Unmetalled, partially bridged 
and drained; III-Banked and surfaced with "Murum" or similar material but not drained; IV-Banked but 
not surfaced, partially bridged and drained; V -Cleared, partially bridged and drained,' IV -Cleared only 

S1. No. Class of 
Road 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 
11 

12 
13 

14 

15 

16 
17 

18 

19 

20 
21 

2 

IA 

IA 

IA & IIA 

IIA 
IIA 

IIA 
lIA 

lIB 

IIA 
IA & lIA 

IIA 
IIA 

IIA 

lIA 

IIB 
IA & lIA 

IIB 

IIA 

IIA 
lIB 

Name of Road 

3 

Berhampore-Bhagwangola (Sec. B) with a branch 
to Jiaganjghat 

Berhampore (Choapur)-NimtaJa via Cossimbazar 

Radhaghat-Kandi Road 

Raghunathganj-l'vlitrapur Road 

Azimganj-Bokhara Road. 
Purnadewari-Maricha Road 

Gorabazar-Monkara Road 
Islampur-Lotial Road 

Dewansarai (Manick Chand Tank) to Maricha . 

Beldanga-Maijhoyampur Road 
Ponchananda to junction with Krishnagar Road 

near Chaltia 
Banjethia-Sargachi. . . . 
Panchthupi to Belgram via Banvan . 

I"andi-Panuti Road ._ 

Jangipur Road Rly. Station (l\Ieapur) to Senotikri 

Goas to Domkal . . . . . 
Gorabazar to Radhanagarghat Road. 

Badsahi Road in jangipur Subdivision :._ 
J arur to Gambhira . . . . 
Lalbagh Subdivision:-
Gopalchak to Sankoghat 
Kandi Subdivision:-
Sankoghat to Majlishpur . 
Lalbagh-Panchgram Road 

Panchananda to Gobranalla 
Baromasia-Katlamari Road 
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Length 
r----"-----, 

M. F. Yds. 

2 

3 

1 
5 

15 
19 

3 
12 

17 

2 
o 
1 
6 

10 

14 

3 
3 

26 

37 

17 

4 
9 

4 

o 

3 
2 
3 
1 

2 
o 

2 

3 
2 
4 
7 
3 

o 

6 

3 
5 
2 

6 

o 

1 
o 

o 

180 

73 
77 

125 
188 

93 
63 

139 

110 
93 

180 
77 
69 

47 

107 

160 
4 

199 

60 

o 

29 
145 

Location of Dak or Inspec. 
tion Bungalows and Remarks 

5 

Inspection Bungalow at 
Jiaganj, about a furlong 
off from the Jiaganj Rly. 
station. 

Dak Bungalow office Build
ing situates at Panchanan
tala in mile one of the 
roads near Rly. crossing 
of Berhampore-Bhagwan
gola Road (Sec. A). 

One Inspection Bungalow at 
the 18th mile of the Road, 
i.e. in the Subdivisional 
headq uarters, Kandi. 

One Inspection Bungalow 
was at Hurshi but eroded 
by the river Ganges. 

One Inspection Bungalow at 
Raninagar-7 miles off 
from Islampur and close to 
Raninagar Thana.. 

2M-IF-137 yds, has been 
eroded by the river 
Ganges. 

2 miles of the Road is now 
under the management of 
the W. & B. Department 
i.e. from Panchthupi to 
Gramsalkia. 

One Inspection Bungalow 
situates at Salkia on the 
18th mile of the road. 
7 miles and 127 yds, of the 
road i.e., from Kandi to 
Gramsalkia is now under 
the management of W. & 
B. Department. 

One Inspection Bungalow
situated at Hariharpara
close to 13th mile of the 
road. 

One Inspection Bungalow 
situates at Khargram--on 
the 30th mile of the road. 

At Panchgram situates on 
the 18th mile of Badsahi 
Road. 

One Inspection Bungalow 
situates at Lotial-~n the 
6th mile of the Road. 



51. No. Class of 
Road 

22 
23 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 

2 

IIB 
lIB 
IIB 

IA 

IA 
IIB 
IIB 
IIB 
IIB 
lIB 
IIB 
lIB 
IIB 
IIB 
lIB 
II 
IA & lIB 

IIB 
IIA 
IIA 
IIA 
II 
IIA 
IIA 
IIA 
IA 

IA 
II 
IIB 
IIB 
IIB 
lIB 
II 

TABLE 9.2-ROADS AND BUNGALOWS-contd. 

Name of Road 

3 

Khargram-Parulia Road 
Andi-Hatia Road 
Farakka-Ramnagar Road. 

Lalgola Rly. Station approach Road 

Berhampore-Krishnagar Road. 

Ch unakhali-J alangi Road 

Farasdanga-Lalbagh Road . . 
Chandpur (Antardip) Dhuriyan Road. 
Baromasia-J alangi Road . 
Bhaduriapara-Damdipara (Godagari) 
Chandpur (Antardip) Protapganj 
Jiaganj-Kharibona . 
Jiaganj-Daulatabad . 
Faridpur-Godhanpara 
Kandi (Ranara) Saktipur 
Panchthupi-Tarapur 
Purandarpur-Gowas (Nababganj) 
Shapur-Shurkhali . 
Raghunathganj-Bokhara (E. I. Rly. Station) 

Bharatpur-Salar 
Dowlatabad-Bhagirathpur Road 
Sargachi Feeder Road 
Beldanga Feeder Road 
Hillora-Pratapganj 
Rezinagar-Gardwara 
Amtala-Beldanga Road. . . 
Nurpur-Sajanipara E. I. Rly. Station 
Salar E. I. Rly. Station approach Road 

Khagraghat Rly. Station approach . . 
Kandi Court Chowrigacha E. I. Rly. Station Road 
Azimgan j-Garaimaraighat Road 
AziInganj-Godhanpara Road. . 
Dhulauri-Niamatpara via Shaikh para Road 
Salara-Kagram Road . . 
Tildanga-Farakka Feeder Road 
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M. 

7 
3 

86 

o 

3 
5 
8 
9 
4 
9 

10 
5 

13 
3 
8 
5 
7 
3 

8 
8 
o 
o 

12 
3 

14 
3 
o 

o 
8 

1·1 
6 
9 
2 
4 

Length 

F. Yds. 

4 

1 
3 
o 

5 

o 
2 
2 
3 
1 
o 
5 
4 
2 
3 
6 
3 
4 
7 

6 
7 
1 
1 
5 
1 
4 
2 
6 

o 
3 
o 
6 
o 
o 
5 

207 
73 

217 

116 

60 
27 

131 
154 
133 

o 
33 
o 

43 
7 
o 

73 
107 
33 

191 
153 
213 
147 

13 
101 
23 
75 

176 

125 
33 
o 
o 
() 

o 
110 

Location of Dak or Inspec
tion Bungalows and Remarks 

5 

From Farakka to Raghu
nathganj, in Jangipur Sub
division 32 miles of the 
road is now under the 
management of the W. & 
B. Department. Out of 
32 miles, 1 mile is under 
Jangipur Municipalicy-. 

One Inspection Bungalow 
situates at Dhuliyan close 
to Dhuliyan Ganges Rly. 
Station. 

One Inspection Bungalow 
situates at Raghunath
ganj, in the Sub divisional 
headquarters 2t miles off 
from Jangipnr Road E. I. 
Rly. Station. 

One Inspection Bungalo,.,. 
situates at Saktipur on 
84th mile of Farakka
Ramnagar Road, 3 miles 
off from Bazarsahu E. I. 
Rly. Station. 

Inspection Bungalow situates 
at Lalgola, close to the 
Lalgola E. I. Rly. Station. 

Inspection Bungalow situates 
close to Beldanga E. I. 
Rly. Station, 11 miles off 
from Berhampore (on the 
Berham pore-Krishnagar 
Road). 

Inspection Bungalow situates 
at Kalodanga, 15 miles off 
from Berhampore on 
Chunakhali-J alangi Road. 

Inspection Bungalow at Bo
khara, close to Bokhara 
E. I. Rly. Station. 

Inspection Bungalow situates 
at Salar, close to Salar 
E. 1. Rly. Station. 



S1. No. Class of 
Road 

57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 

67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 

75 
76 
77 

78 
79 

80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 

86 

87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 

96 

97 
98 
99 

100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 

108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 

2 

IA 
IlB 
IIB 
IIB 
IIB 
IIB 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 

IlB 
VI 
lIB 
lIB 
IIB 
lIB 
IIB 
IIB 

VI 
VI 
IIB 

VI 
VI 

lIB 
lIB 
IIB 
VI 
lIB 
VI 

VI 

VI 
IIB 
lIB 
VI 
lIB 
VI 
lIB 
lIB 
VI 

VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 

TABLE 9.2-ROADS AND BUNGA~OWS-contd. 

Name of Road 

3 

Nimtita-Nimtita Rly. Station Road. 
Gokarna-Chiroti Road 
Goaljan-Nabagram Road . 
Lalgola-Bhagwangola Road 
Salar-Talibpur Road 
Salar-Simulia Road . 
Bhagirathpur-Garaimaraighat Road. . . 
Garaimarai Ferry ghat to Baishnabpara Ferry ghat 
Jurankandi-Sankoghat Road ... 
Gura Ferry ghat-with a branch to Kalyanganj ghat 

Road ....... . 
Nabagram-Asua Road 
Jibanti-Rainda via Bagore Road 
Nabagram-Suki Road 
Sagardighi-Suki Road 
Kandi-Khargram Road 
Jibanti-Ganthla ghat Road via Mahalandi 
Gokama-Asua Road . 
Sherpur-Ghuskara ghat Road via Joypur and 

Sabaldaha ..... . 
Indrani-Ganthlaghat via Sadole & Ruhigram . 
Alinagar to Khaspur Road . . . . . 
Sarulia-Dadpur Rd. via Napukuria and Moradighi 

with a branch to Andiran School . . 
Kaladanga-Gangaprosad Road (Nakibuddin Rd.) 
Dhanirampur-Kaligani, Faridpur via Katari. Joy-

pur and Fakirabad Road . 
Sagardighi-Manigram Road 
Akura Ferry-Malancha Road 
Gazinagar-Ratanpur Road . 
Brahamanigram-Kotalpukur Road 
Bagbari-J emo Road . . . 
Bhabta to Chandabad via Pilkhana and Ghoramara 
Rwd. . 

Sargachi E. 1. Rly. station to Baharan via Rampara 
ghat and Sattarpur Road 

Natatala-Shyampur Road . 
Sujapur-Rajanagar via Raninagar Road 
Mirzapur-Manigram Road 
Kanupur-Bahutail Road 
Rezinagar-Sarbangapur Road 
Faridpur-Damadipara Road 
Salar-Kharera Road 
Marura-Molla Road 
Nimtala-Sankarpur Road Sec. A from Nimtala to 

Sailaghat 
Nimtala-Sankarpur Road Sec. B from Sailaghat to 

Sankarpur .,. 
Gorabazar river side to Ukilabad 
Talpukur D. B. Road to Madapur 
Mukundapur-New Ustia . 
Kadamtala Ferry ghat to Futi Sanko 
Gorabazar Ferry ghat to Bazarpara 
Bashudebkhali-Bahurul 
Sankorpur to Sarsabad ghat . 
J alangi Road to 12th mile Kaladanga . 
Satni Bazar to Chowrigacha Rly. Station 
Dawlatabad,.-Nakibuddin Mondal D. B. Road . 
Chand pur to Khamra or Chandpur-Hossainabad 

District Board Road . . 
Kaladanga 1. B. to Madanpur vill Nowdapara 
Mahulagha t-Lalnagargha t 
Debkunda-Bhabta 
Krishnagar Main Road to Dalna 
Krishnagar Main Road Jalalpur Ferry 
Kadamtala ghat-Ramnagar 
Gholla-Saktipur ., 
Gandwaraghat-Tenyaghat Road . 
Nowda to Bhabta to Pilkhana Road 
Beldanga Bagdipara-BaJighat 
Chaityanapur to Amtala District Board Road at 

Kalitala 
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M. 

1 
5 

12 
10 
2 
2 

12 
2 
2 

6 
6 
7 
4 
4 
8 
6 
5 

6 
8 
6 

4 
2 

10 
5 
2 
2 
6 
2 

8 

16 
8 
4 
5 

10 
7 
1 
4 
4 

4 

7 
1 
1 
3 
2 
o 
3 
2 
3 
o 
3 

1 
2 
6 
2 
2 
3 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 

5 

Length 

F. Yds. 

4 

2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
4 
o 
4 
4 

4 
4 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
4 

4 
o 
o 

6 
6 

o 
4 
o 
o 
4 
o 

o 

o 
o 
2 
o 
4 
o 
o 
4 
4 

o 

o 
4 
4 
6 
3 
2 
o 
6 
6 
6 
4 

1 
2 
2 
4 
o 
o 
o 
4 
2 
2 
o 

o 

38 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

40 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

Location of Dak or Inspec
tion Bungalows and. Remarks 

5 



51. No. Class of 
Road 

119 
120 

121 
122 

123 

124 
125 
126 

127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 

133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 

141 
142 
143 

144 
145 
146 
147 

148 
149 
ISO 
lSI 

152 
153 
154 
ISS 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 

2 

VI 
VI 

VI 
VI 

VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 

VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 
VI 

TABLE 9.2-ROADS AND BUNGALOWS-contd. 

Name of Road 

3 

Milki to Barahatti Ferry . . . . . 
Madhupur-Chandpur via Dangapara and Kishoritala 

Ferry 
l\iukundapurghat-Muktearpurghat 
Amtala District Board to Azimganj Goraimari District 

Board Sec. A 
Amtala District Board to Azimganj District Board 

Road Sec. B (from Bhatsala Muktearpur ghat via 
Jaginda. Garibpur and Jitpur) 
Patkabari to Tungi via Goghata 
Sarbangapur-Trimohini 
Goznipur pucca culvert to Kisharitala ferry via 

Shajadpur and Gangadhari 
Kalitala to Faridpur via Sadikhandiar 
Sha jad pur-Bagdangagha t 
Bhagirathpur-Bajitpur 
Islampur-Bhagirathpur 
Narsinghpur Well to Alaipur 
Nowdapara District Board Road to Jalangi

Gopalpur District Board Road at Bidhupur (Saheb-
rampur) . 

Bhagirathpur-Chutardanra 
Beldanga L. B. Road to Kapilaghat . 
Beldanga-Kalitala to Goribpur L. B. Road 
Kapilaghat to Jalangi Gopalpur District Board Rd. 
Baromasia District Board Road to Ghoshpara 
Faridpur to 31st mile Jalangi Road 
Baharan to Daulatabad 
Rajdharpara-Amtala Road (from Rajdharpara to 

Tehatta) 
Rajdharpara-Amtala Road (from Amtala to Tehatta) 
Pathuriaghata to Biswarathganjghat . 
Rajdharpara-Baruipara (Rajdharpara with a branch 

to Futisanko) . 
Hariharpara-5undalpur 
Tenachura-Prodwipdanga . 
Gaznipur to Jitpur via Gandadhari 
Benakhula L. B. Road to Chutardanra via 

Pronam purgha t 
Amdahar-Amaipara 
Mahinagar-Benipur 
Maulabagh-Palaspukur 
Tiktikipara-Berhampore-Bhagwangola Roap at 

Jiaganj 
Sundarpur-Mahatpur 
Rani tala-Harirampurgha t 
Bahadurpur-l iagan j 
Da urarkandi-13ahadurpur 
Mahammodpur-Ranitala 
J iagan j-Dalalpara 
Barbaria-Rajarampur 
Lalgola-Hossainpur 
Manickchak-Fatepur 
Dewansarai-Ra jarampur 
Dhularihat-Lalgolaghat 
J asaitala-Bansidastina 
Manickchak-Balu Tungi 
Natiberpara-Danrakandi .... 
3rd mile of Josaitala D. B. Road to Kajla on Jiaganj 
Manickchak Madrasa to Asaridaha Kuthi 
Godhanpara-Shaikhpara via Babultuli 
Babultuli-Ka tlamari 
Suparigola-Harirampur Ghat 
Goas-Herampur . 
Sitanagar-Ramnagar 
. Paharpur-Islam pur 
24th Mile Islampur D. B. Road to Najrana 
Suporigola Bazar-Kanapara Hurshi 
Komenagar-Panipia 
Topekhana-Gowribagh 
Bansberia to Bhairabpur Ghat 
Bhairabpur Ghat to Bali 
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5l. No. Class of 
Road 
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TABLE 9.2-ROADS AND BUNGALOWS-contd. 

Nam!' of Road 

3 

Katra to Moniarpore . 
Lalbagh to Lalbagh Court jnnction 
Dahapara to Khosbagh 
Hulaspur via Dangapara 
Kharuarpara-Hosainabad 
Amdahara-Tentulia . 

;: Gosaipara to Bati-Trimohinighat 
Sargachi-Nisadbagh . . 
Panch gram to Nidhia 
5hnanapara-Lalbagh Court 
Kriteswari-Karjora . 
Balaspur-Srirampur . 
Milki-Shibpur . . . 
Mukandapur Lalbagh Court Station . 
Kalyanganj lOth Mile Goaljan D. B. Road. 
Benipur-Barabathan 
Palsa-Ekrole 
Sarbangapur-Kishorepur 
Gura,.-Ayra 
Sagardighi-Goysabad . 
Barala Rly. Station-Mukundabagb 
Samsabad-Binode 
Sherpur to Itore 
Jerno--Durgapur 
J erno--Andulia 
Madhunia-j asohari ... 
Marura Mona Road to Kandi-Panuti Road 
Gokarna-Mahalandi Road via Kumarsanda 
Purandarpur Feeder Road (Metalled) 
Adrapara to Bhabasingh tank . . . . 
Bharatpur-Salar via Gulutia and Dakshillkhanda 

with a branch to Sonarandi 
Sijgram-Sayed Gulutia Road 
Baidyapur-Kagram via Talibpur 
Sijgram-Munsubpur 
Sijgram-Amlai 
TaHbpur-Kandra . 
Kandi-Sardanga via Jajan 
Panchthupi-Tarapur District Board Road to 

Singhari via Godda . 
Kuya river to Alugram 
Dakshinkhanda-Erora Road 
Simulia-Kachutia Road 
Loharpara-Saidpara 
Pachipara-Hatia Road 
Fatepur-Panuti via Sahora 
Sundarpur-Bhastore . . . . 
Kharjona-Biprasekhar ... 
Jhikarhati-Beldanga to Kundole Santalpara 
Ramnagar-Majhiara via Sahore 
Rangama ti-Sriha tta 
Khargram-Purandarpur 
Joypur-EroaJi Road 
Punya to Margram via l'l"agore 
Chila to Khamra .. 
Mithipur District Board to Biswanathpur via Giria 
Chak to Giria .... 
Mithipur District Board to Jangipur Lalgola District 

Board 
Chamapara-Giria 
Mithipur District Board to Lalkhandiar 
Teghari to Dubra 
Khamra to Nutanganj 
Sonatikri to Gadaipur 
Sujapur to Rajanagar via Raninagar 
Ghorsala-Hillora 
Bamla to Jamnr 
Bhanjankhali to Nista 
Teghari to Kesiadanga 
Jarur to Mirzapur .. 
Mirzapur-Dafarpur upto Rajnagar 
Rajnagar to Gankar 
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TABLE 9.2-ROADS AND BUNGALOWS-contd. 

Length 
51. No. Class of Name of Road r---...A--.-----, Location of Dak or Inspec-

Road M. F. Yds. tion Bungalow and Remarks 

2 3 4 5 

249 VI Dayarampur to Kharkati 2 4 0 
250 VI Sajanipara-Lalkhandiar 3 2 0 
251 VI Nurpur-KaJitala via Chapghat 7 0 0 
252 VI Kanupur-Bahutal .' 10 4 0 
253 VI Nimtita Rly. Station to Lokaipur via English 4 0 0 
254 VI Suti to Pakur Station 9 0 0 
255 VI Kassimnagar-Sa janipara via i\Iahesail 5 0 0 
256 VI Mahesail-Mohendrapur 1 4 0 
257 VI Nimtita-Bholanathpur I 2 0 
258 VI Sadikpur-Nurpur I 4 0 
259 VI Alampur-Ajgarpara via Ahiren 1 0 0 
260 VI Sadikpur-Bahadurpur I 2 0 
261 VI Ba ttala-Pach ulagram 2 4 0 
262 VI Chandpur-Bahutal 6 0 0 
263 VI Beniagramkuthi to Chandipur 2 0 0 
264 VI Pachiagram-Amtala I 0 0 
265 VI Jiolmari-Protapganj 1 5 0 
266 VI Debattar to Momrajpur 2 0 0 
267 VI Hazarpur-Sonkarpur via Tofapur 3 0 0 
268 VI Ekura-Ratanpur to Chand pur 3 0 0 
269 VI Digri to Ratanpuf 5 0 0 
270 VI Manigram to Gadi 2 2 0 
271 VI Bokhara to Dauturia via Moregram 8 0 0 
272 VI Shaikhdighi to Athua 4 0 0 
273 VI Shaikhdighi-Ramna via Baneswar 3 0 0 
274 VI Manigram to Station Road I 2 0 
275 VI Bokhara-Brahmanigram 6 0 0 
276 VI Belia to Manigram 2 4 0 
277 VI Mirzapur-J ugore via Pauli 
278 VI Pauli to Bokhara 4 4 0 
279 VI Bokhara to Bhurkundi 
280 VI Moregram to Kherur-Koyar to Ekrakshi 3 4 0 
281 VI Teghari-Babupur . 5 0 0 
282 VI Markhole-Bajrakhali 4 0 0 
283 VI Meapur-Jarur 2 0 0 
284 VI Meapur-Talai 2 0 0 
285 VI Sahibnagar-Bandhya 2 0 0 
286 VI Chaipara-Su japur 2 0 0 
287 VI Charka-J etia 2 0 0 
288 VI Pachanpara-N utangan j 2 0 0 
289 VI Islampur-Modna 2 0 0 
290 VI J afrabad-Chaksapur 3 0 0 
291 VI Bahadurpur-Bhabanimati 4 0 0 
292 VI Achintala-Arjunpur 2 0 0 
293 VI Shaikhdighi-Bhumihar 3 0 0 
294 VI Ramna-Anuppur 2 0 0 
295 VI Tiktikipara-N aryan pur 3 0 0 
296 VI Madapur-Old Jail Road 1 0 0 
297 VI Bhella-Naryanpur 1 0 0 
298 VI Chh;tighari-Krishnama ti 1 4 0 
299 VI Pakuria-Badarpur 2 0 0 
300 VI Goaljan-Khagraghat Rly. Station 1 0 0 
301 VI Bipraghata-Kalikapur . 1 0 0 
302 VI Farasdanga-Arminan Church Street with a branch 

to District Board Road 1 0 0 
303 VI Sargachi-Banjethia District Board Road-Sundipur 1 0 0 
304 VI Andharmanik-Village Road 1 0 0 
305 VI Polladanga Village Road . 1 4 0 
306 VI Simulia Ferryghat-Baishnabtala 1 4 0 
307 VI Madapur-Udaynagar Ghat 2 4 0 
308 VI Sealmara-Bazarpara . . 1 4 0 
309 VI Daulatabad Village Road . . . . 1 0 0 
310 VI Kaladanga Inspection Bungalow-Madanpur via 

Rowdapara-Gramgari 3 0 0 
311 VI Chatuntala-Abhirampur 2 0 0 
312 VI Radhaghat-Kandi District Board Road-Uday-

chandpur . 1 0 0 
313 VI Mirzapur-Krishnagar Road 1 0 0 
314 VI Sujapur-Maijhyampur 1 0 0 
315 VI Beldanga-Kapasdanga via Nowpukuria and Eroan 4 4 0 
316 VI Benadha-Delua 
317 VI Mirzapur Village Road 2 0 0 
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TABLE 9.2-ROADS AND BUNGALOWS-contd. 

Name of Road 

3 

Dadpur Village Road ..... 
Borkhola Sujapur-Satin Sijkhali Ferry via Kumarpur 
Nalhati-Rampara 
Gholla Village Road 
Sunaipur Village Rl1ad 
Rezinagar Village Noad . 
Jhunka Madrasa-Jungle Road via Rameswarpur 
Maijhyampur District Board Road-Malinighat via 

Mirzapur . " . . 
Krishnagar Main Road-.Debkunda 
Beldanga-Kaji Saha . 
Bhagwanpur (Tungi)-Tungighat (Bali) 
Sabdarnag-Gobindapur 
Dudsar Village Road . . . . . . 
Balighat-Kodalkati via Shyamnagar and Kamadpur 
Bali-Sahebnagar . . 
Sanyasitala (Tungi) Sanyasidanga via Ratanpur 
Bhagirathpur Village Road . . . . 
Haridobagha t-J itpur 
Ramchandrapur-Domkal Bhagirathpur L. B. Rd. 

via Benakhali 
Kushberia Village Road 
Goraberia-Kalaberia Achintala 
Fataipur Ghat-Garibpur L. B. Road 
Kanapukur-Khyar,amari Damosh . 
Gobinda pur-Krishna pur 
Garaimaraighat-Kuchiadanga. . 
Bhatsala-Katakopra via Mamudpur ~ 7 

Brindarampur-Sultanpur 
Garberia-Bha tsala 
Raghunathpur-24th Mile Jalangi Road via 

Harurpara . , 
Bhaduriapara-Rasunanagar via Pakardiar 
Shyampur Ferry-Benakhali L. B. Road 
Baruipara Village Road 
Swaruppur-Sundalpurghat 
Baruipara-Saliagha t 
Choa-Sripur .. 
Bhagirathpur District Board Road-Fataipurghat 

via Chaltia. .. 
Sankarpur L. B, Rd.-Hariharpara via Ramkrishna-

pur and Khamarpara . 
Kajlapara-Sundalpur Ghat . 
Sahalia (Kalitala) Jasahori Road via Madunia 
Jasahari-Chandsinghbati ., . 
Chatinakandi-Belia .. 
Kandi Municipal Road-Dohalia Road 
Mahisar-J asahari 
Bhabanipur Village Road 
Lalku ti-Kotaldighi 
Madunia Village Road 
Bahadia-Maunakhali 
Jabauti (6th Mile) Chaipara . . . 
Kandi-Berhampore Road-Lakshinarayanpur 
Gokarna-Nowapara 
Brahmanpara Village Road 
J asahari-Golaha t 
Salar-Sonarandi 
Par Rasora Road 
Saktipur Village Road 
Syed Kulutia-Bonodia 
Kandi-Saktipur Road-Kanchangari 
Barahatti Feeder Road 
Babla-Talibpur--Kagram Road 
Salu-Gopgram 
Raigram-Salinda-Bharatpur-Salar 
Dakshinkhandi-Punashi 
Dechapra-Bharatpur Kandra 
Daugedda Village Road . 
Salar Sastitala-Bahara Belpukur 
Kagram-Nowgram .. 
Ujania-Dangapara-Salar Khorera Road 
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TABLE 9.2-ROADS AND BUNGALOWS-Concld. 

Name of Road 

3 

Benya Rly. Station to Baidyapur-Salar Road 
Biprasekhar-Baugram . . 
Kandi-Belgram Road-Nabadurga 
Sundarpur-Baydanathpur 
Fate Chandpur-Karunnarun 
Ghunkia-Maurkandi 
Maliandi Village Road 
Badashi Road-Kuli 
Andi-Moregram 
Bichur Village Road 
Ekomba-Simulia 
Chandsingbati-Banur via Balia 
Kapasdanga-Ramchandrapur 
Kirtipur-Village Road 
Bautipara-Telsundi 
Kashigram-Badashi Road 
Lalkuthi-Mukundabagh via Jugbari 
Kalukhali-Madapur via Dangapara. . 
Dangapara-Bahadurpur via Dangapara Bathanpara 
Baligram-Paikpara 

. Latial-Ghoshpara' 
; .... Dangapara-Budharpara 

Chaipara-Baharamganj on D. B. Road. via Nutan-
gram and Buragar 

Rambhadrapur-Haribhanga via Gowripur ghat 
Khodaiganj-Bamrul . . . . 
Talpukuria-Chandrahat via Tiktikipara 
Pilkhana-Indradanga via Ranjitpara 
Ramdaspur-Bubrakhali . 
PaIsa (on Nabagram-Asua Rd.) 11th Mile Lalbagh 
Panch gram Road Khoyragachi 
Korgram-Ikrol via Nimgram 
Achra-Anantapur 
Mirpur-Bankipur . 
Singar-Bahala via Itasaran ... 
2nd Mile of Nabagram Goaljan Road to Dafarpur 
Bahara-Chandpara via Majhira and Bahurul 
Mada-Maniknagar 
Baharan-Mahismara (Chormora) . 
Ballalpur Bus Halt to Baniagram Kuthi . 
Dafarpur Tiktikipara to Bahara District Board Rd. 
Badshahi Rd.-Beldanga and Jhikarhati via Kapas-. 

danga ...... . 
Jiaganj Dalalpara abandoned Road to District Board 

Jiaganj-Jangipur Road on the 12th Mile post via 
Saharagachi Katchari P.S. Bhagwangola 
Pareshnathpur to Sarbangapur . . . . 

Gorabazar Ferryghat to Radharghat Road P.S. 
Berhampur 

Gunananda Bati to Dubra--Sarkarpara up to 
Suvadra 
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o 
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o 

o 

Location of Dak or Inspec
tion Bungalow and Remarks 

5 

DISTRICT BOARD ROADS TAKEN OVER BY GOVERNMENT (P.W.D. ROAD) 

Berhampore-Krishnagar Road 
Berhampore-Bhagawangola Road 
Bhagawangola-Lalgola Road 
Lalgola-Raghunathganj Road 
Raghunathganj-Farakka Road 
Chunakhali-J alangi Road . . 
Islampore Lotial Road to the Junction of Godhanpara 
Radhaghat-Kandi Road 
Katlamari-Maricha . 
Gramsalika-Kandi Road 
Kandi-Sultanpur Road . 
Raghunathganj-Bokhra Road 
Godhanpara-Saikpara Road 
Panchthupi-Balgram Road 
J alangi-Gopalpurgha t 

21 
21 
23 
15 
32 
27 

6 
16 

6 
7 

12 
5 
5 

10 
2 

Source: -District Board, Murshidabad. 
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4 
3 
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137 
o 
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116 
o 

70 
127 
127 
52 
o 
o 

69 



TABLE 9.3-LENGTH OF ROAD COMMUNICATIONS MAINTAINED BY PUBLIC 

Length of Length of 
metalled roads unmetalled 

maintained roads main-
tained by by the Works 

and Buildings the Works and 
Department Buildings 

(in miles) Department 
(in miles) 

30'4 44·6 

Name of Railway Line and 
Station 

East India Railway 
Calcutta-Ranagha t-La] golagha t 

Line 
Rejinagar 
Beldanga 
Bhabta 
Sorgachi 
Berhampore Court 
Cossimbazar 
Murshidabad 
Nashipur Road 
Jiaganj 
Bhagwangola 
Krishnapur 
Lalgolaghat 

Eastern Railway 
Nalihati-Azimganj Branch Line 

Azimganj-Junction 
Azimganj City 

SI. No. Branch Offices 

2 

AUTHORITIES AS AT 31ST DECEMBER 1948 

Length of Length of Length of Length of Total length Total length Grand 
metalled roads unmetalled metalled roads umrietalled of metalled of un; Total 

maintained roads main- maintained roads main- roads metalled 
by the dis- tained by by the muni- tained by (in miles) roads 

cipalities trict boards the district the muni-
(in miles) boards (in miles) cipalities 

(in miles' (in miles) 

39'3 1,561'0 90'6 108'4 160'3 

Note :-Figures of Union Boards are not shown in this statement. 
Source ;-Works and Buildings Directorate. 

TABLE 9.4-RAIL WAY STATIONS 

Distance of each Railway 
Station by rail 

Miles From 

2 3 

99 Calcutta (Sealdah) 
105 Do 
108 Do 
110 Do 
116 Do 
118 Do 
122 Do 
125 Do 
127 Do 
134 Do 
140 Do 
146 Do 

A zimgan j -Junction 
Do 

NaJ..Ile of Railway Line and 
Station 

Baraia 
Sargachi 
Morgram 

East India Railway 
Howrah-Bandel-Bar Harwa Line 

Salar 
Tenya 
Baz<tr Sohu 
Chourigacha 
Chiroti . 
Khagraghat Road 
Lalbagh Court Road 
Manigram 
Gankar . 
Jangipur Road 
Sajinikara 
Nimtita 
Dhulian Ganges 
Tildanga 

TABLE 9.5-LIST OF POST OFFICES 
SADAR SUBDIVISION 

Sub-Offices SI. No, Branch Offices 

3 2 

(in miles) 

1,714'0 1,874'3 

Distance pf each Railwa, 
Station by rail 

------~------, 
Miles From 

2 

7 
12 
17 

3 

Do 
Do 
Do 

101 Calcutta (Howrah) 
105 Do' 
109 Do 
114 Do 
119 Do 
126 Do 
131 Do 
148 Do 
153 Do 
157 Do 
165 Do 
169 Do 
174 Do 
183 Do 

Sub-Offices 

3 

P. S. BERIIAMPUR TOWN 10 Sayedbad 
11 Sandolpur 

1 
2 Amritakunda 
3 Balatampore Colony 
4 Baruipara 
5 Daulatabad 
6 

7 
8 .. 
9 ! 

~ 

Berhampore (H.O.) 

Berhampore District 
School Board 

Cossimbazar Raj 
Gorabazar 
Khagra' 

12 Kamnagar 
13 Mahala 
14 Pulinda 
15 
16 Andulberia 
17 KUj.1larpore 
18 Mirzapur 
19 Rampara 

P. S. BELDANGA 

Belganda 



TABLE 9.5-LIST OF POST OFFICES-concld. 

SI. No. Branch Offices Sub· Offices 

2 

P. S. NAWADA 

20 Amtala . 
21 Kedarchandpur 
22 Sarbangapur 
23 Pareshnathpur 
24 'fungi 

P. S. HARIHARPARA 

25 Choa 
26 Rukanpur 

27 Gobindapur 
28 Jitpur 
29 Domkal 
30 Bhagirathpur 
~ 1 Madhui-kul 

32 Jalangi 
33 Sadikhan's Derah 
34 Sagarpara 
35 Dayarampur 

P. S. DOMKAL 

P. S. JALANGI 

LALBAGH SUBDIVISION 

P. S. MURSHIDABAD 

3 

36 Dangapara 
37 Murshidabad 
38 Dahapara . . 
39 Shahpur Murshidabad 

P. S. JIAGANJ 

40 
41 

Jiaganj 
Sripat Sing College 

42 Milki 
43 Panch gram 
44 Nabagram 

45 Lalgola 
46 Rajarampur 

-,:'. S. NABAGRAM 

P. S: LALGOLA 

47 Sadar Nashipur 
48 Nashipur Rajbati 

P. S. BHAGWANGOLA 

49 
50 Akhrigan j . . 
51 Nashipur Balagachi 

52 Katlamari 
53 Goas 
54 Raninagar 
55 

P. S. RANINAGAR 

Bhagwangola 

151~mpur 

SI. No. Branch Offices Sub·Offices 

2 3 

JANGIPUR SUBDIVISION 

56 Arjunpur 
57 Bewa 
58 Farakka 

P. S. FARAKKA 

P. s. SAMSERGANJ 

59 Dhulian 
60 Cossimnagar. 
61 Nimtita 

P. s. sun 
62 Ahiran 

63 .. 
64 Barala 
65 Gankar 
66 Jarul 

P. S. RAGHUNATHGANJ 

Raghunath?anj 

P. S. SAGARDIGHI 

67 Sagardighi 

KANDI SUBDIVISION 

P. S. KANDI 

68 Gokarna 
69 Kandi (MUIshidabad) 
70 Jemo 

71 Eroali 
72 Khargram 
73 Mahisor 
74 Nagar" 

75 Panchthupi 

76 Amlai 
77 Bharatpur 

P. S.KHARGRAM 

P. S. BURWAN 

P. S. BHARATPUR 

78 Masundi . . 
79 Sahapur Murshidabad 
80 Sijgram 
81 Sompara 
82 Talgram 
83 Kagram 
84 Kharera 
85 Malihati 
86 Halu 
87 Tenya 
88 
89' Talibpur 

Salar 

SOU'CIJ :-Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
(List incomplete, no complete list being readily available with the Department.] 
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ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND FAIRS 

TABLE IO.I-GLOSSARY OF THE BETTER KNOWN ANCIENT 
MONUMENTS OF MURSHIDABAD DISTRICT 

There are three distinct strips of territory in Murshidabad district representing three 
historic periods. The first strip is along the Bhagirathi from Badrihat or Gayesabad, at 
present called Ganja Sinheswari in Sagardighi P.S. down the right bank of the Bhagirathi 
towards Tribeni. This represents the early Hindu period before the Mohammedan conquest. 
The second strip is from Rajmahal down to Jangipur, from Jangipur down to Morgram 
(locally called Bokhara after the Saint Bokhari), past Khargram and through Burwan down 
to Mangalkot, and beyond Mangalkot to Pandua and Satgaon. This highway northwards 
went to Gour and Pandua in MaIda district. This strip contains the ruins of the Muslim 
period up to the 17th century. The third strip is from Giria, north of Lalgola downwards, via 
Dewansarai and Bhagawangola, the outskirts of Jiagahj, terminating in Murshidabad. This 
strip contains the ruins of the period when Bengal used to be ruled by the Murshidabad 
Naw~bs. Needless to say, there has been much destruction and rebuilding in the first and 
second strips by later generations but the traces are too distinct to be ignored. 

The Bhagirathi used to be the eastern limit of the Rarh country and the dividing line 
between the well organised townships on the west and the jungle and swampy country on the 
east. The antiquities of the northern Rarh country, which embraces the western half of the 
district on the right bank of the Bhagirathi extend as far west as Birbhum. Within the 
district the still most considerable ruins of the Hindu p.eriod are at Panchthupi in Burwan 
Police Station, and Sagardighi in Sagardighi Police Station. Several inscriptions, stone and 
bronze images representing Brahmanical and Buddhist deities and archaeological remains 
such as the Barkonar Deul or the Siva Temple with the colossal Lingam at Chandanbati at 
Sagardighi, serve to illustrate the important part played by this tract during the last Pala 
period, loth and nth centuries A.D. In 1928 a site named Gitagram (in Survey called Gid
gram, J.L. 50) in Bharatpur Police Station about five miles due southwards from Bharatpur 
thana and on the border of Burdwan district was brought to the notice of scholars by the dis
covery of a number of antiquities of the Gupta and ea~lier periods, including clay seals, stone 
beads, terracottas and rectangular cast coins. Close to Gitagram is a village called Gayesa
bad (immediately north of Gidgram) which suggests that the Pathan Kings were attracted 
by this site. Close investigation stimulated by the finds revealed the existence of a continuous 
chain of ancient sites now represented by mounds in the Kandi subdivision, extending from 
Banwaribad on the border of Burdwan, through Salar, through Panchthupi, through Bazar 
Sau, through Rangamati, through Kiriteswari onwards to Gayesabad and Mahipal with 
Gayesabad on the west. It is to be noted that Gayesabad and Mahipal are on the extreme 
northern tip of the Rarh soil on the right bank of the Bhagirathi, beyond which the very new 
alluvium formed by the Bhagirathi commences. The extension of cultivation in this locality 
is gradually reducing some of the low mounds to the level of the fields, but the occasional finds 
made by cultivators indicate the antiquity of the sites. Most of these finds are thrown away, 
but stone beads of variegated colours and designs seem to catch the fancy of Muslim peasants 
who string them into rosaries for religious use. Several such collections of beads are avail
able at different villages in the Salar region. A typical rosary of such beads available from' 
Chunsar (Chunsahar, J.L. n9, P.S. Bharatpur) two miles from Salar and said to have been 
found in an ancient mound, now almost indistinguishable from the fields, contains 60 stone 
beads of a variety of shape, colour and design, undoubtedly indicative of an early age. The 
whole of Bharatpur is studded with very ancient Muslim families in Salar, Talibpur, Bharat
pur, Sijgram, etc., and an ancient Hindu family in Banwaribad, and the number of Aimadars 
around Salar suggests that in the beginning of the Pathan period the whole area must have 
been very important. Hind1l' edifices were destroyed and built upon by Muslim conquerors 
and the area contains tombs of Muslim saints. 
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The second strip contains innumerable traces of a very important royal highway. 
Traces of mosques, tombs, Serais and houses abound from Bahutaly and the Martuja Shrine 
in Chapghati in the north, the old mosque in J angipur, the tombs of Tirmiz at Shekher Dighi, 
the old bridge across the Brahmani on the northern tip of Khargram (reminiscent of 
Udhuanala near Rajmahal), the big tanks and graves on the other side of the road down to 
Mangatkot through Burwan. The third strip' evidently joined Gour with Murshidabad, the 
place called Dewan Serai marking almost a halfway halting place on the route to Gour via 
Sibganj. This strip extended in the south through Beldanga and Dadpur to Plassey and 
crossed over to Kaina. 

I Sadar Subdivision 

A-Berhampt-tr Town P. S. 

I 116 miles from Calcutta on the Lalgola line and about 160 miles by road through 
Ranaghat, Santipur and Krishnagar the Headquarters town attained prominence in the 18th 
century as a British Fort. ].L. 91 Bar Berhampur cOlltains the District Magistrate's bun
galow and the barracks around a square field, some of which are as old as the 18th century 
(1757-73). Legend says that Clive lived for a while in what is now the District Magistrate's 
house and circuit house. 

(a) The Babulbona Cemetery (lL. 91 Gar Berhampur) a mile north-east of the square 
field was started in the 18th century and contains tombs of many famous persons. 
It contains, e.g., Creighton's (of I.da Gaur Ruins fame) tomb (1804) and Skinner's 
tomb (Captain James Skinner, uncle of Colonel Skinner, who raised Skinner's 
Horse) 1773. 

(b) There is a second large cemetery about 600 yards from the railway station towards 
the town. It is a military cemetery and comparatively modern. 

2 Saidabad (J.L. 100). This is the northern portion of the town and contains three 
areas called Saidabad, Kunjaghata and Amaniganj (Armeniganj). 

(a) Armenian Church at Saidabad. This is a little way off to the east of the Khagra 
road, and is about a mile east of the Kalikapur Cemetery (J.L. 99). The Church 
was erected in 1758 (the Armenian settlement dates back to 1665) and is contained 
in a very big compound enclosed by a high wall. This arched gateway and 
doorway, containing an Armenian Knocker (which is very similar to the one at 
the Armenian Church at Chinsurah which is older), are very impressive and 

. wrought in arabesques. The sacred building is now "only a dilapidated barn". 
Its walls are bare and crumbling and, except for a very little portion even which is 
falling down, the church lacks a roof. The inscriptions, mostly in the Armenian 
tongue, on the upper stones of the flat graves are slowly being obliterated. The 
font in the sacristy and the vestry are all ruined The main body of the church 
is a tumble-down ruin looking like a bombed place. The verandah surround
ing the building and the compound, is covered with the gravestones of Arme
nians between 1758 and 1858. There is a very old Armenian caretaker, Mr. 
Carapiet (since dead). 

(b) The Dayamayi temple at Saidabad-Kunjaghata. About 300 yards south-west of 
the Armenian Church and one-fourth mile due east of the Khagra road where it 
takes a sharp bend at Kunjaghata to the right for Lalbagh. 

The main temple is on a high plinth of the J orebangla type, small and ,,,,ith 
little ornament. A tablet on the front wall says it was consecrated on the 1st 
Baisakh in rr66 B.S. There is a quadrangle cont-d.ining 12 small temples, and 

--several others. 
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This locality contains several isolated temples all of the r8th century each 
bearing a date tablet but none of them are of any great interest. 

(c) Raja Nandakumar's house at Kunjaghata. This is situated at the bend of the 
Khagra road where it leaves the town and turns for Lalbagh. The interior of the 
house is in ruins but it gives a very good idea of the layout and ground plan of 
a Hindu nobleman's,house in the r8th century. The room in which Raja Nanda
kumar was apprehended is still shown. 

3 The Bishnupur Kalibari at Bishnupur (J.L. 93) about a mile north of Babulbona 
Cemetery. This is an eighteenth century shrine. 

4 (a) Grave of Mary Hastings and Residency Ruins in Residency Hatabagan (J.L.I02 
Kasimbazar). Three miles to Kasimbazar Rajbati either by the Babulbona road or through 
the town. The cemetery in which Mary Hastings, first wife of Warren Hastings, lies buried 

. is outside the northern wall of the Rajbati. It is in the shape of a small vestibule or porch 
with four slim square pillars of basalt. There are other old graves in the cemetery. 

Nothing much remains of the Residency ruins except mounds and platforms (the Phansi
tala) and remnants of the once famous Debdaru avenue leading on to an old ghat at Kati
ganga. A large number of these noble trees sti~line the old paved road about three-quarters 
of a mile long. 

(b) Ruins of old temple of Neminath. Proceed about half a mile east from the Residency 
cemetery and then turn sO,uth. The road is metalled and walled on either side with 
crumbling ruins the bricks of which are about half an inch thick and measure 
3" x 5". To the left is an old house with corridors and passages. This is the ruin 
of the temple of N eminath. N eminath now is installed in another temple of 
recent date. 

(c) The temple of Byasdeva in Kasimbazar at th~ south-western corner of Kasimbazar 
Rajbati. The site is ancient but the tempie is comparatively recent. 

5 The Kalikapur Cemetery (J.L. 99 Kalikapur). From the Kasimbazar Rajbati turn, 
left towards Berhampur town. A railway level crossing is reached and the Kalikapur 
Cemetery is at the north-west corne\ of this level crossing. This is a Dutch Cemetery con
taining 47 monuments, the oldest being that of Daniel Vander Miiyl, who died in r721. 
There are monuments which are distinctly saracenic. 

6 Rakshasidanga at Rangamati Chandpara (J. L. 50). One mile south-east of Chirati 
station on the Bandel-Barharwa Loop line. Site of ancient capital of Karnasuvarna and the 
famous Raktamritti Sangharam. The tomb of Pir Turkan is now in the river as well as great 
portions of Rakshasidanga; but even now bricks are strewn all over the place. The bluff over 
the Bhagirathi is about 30 feet. 

The following is an extract from the report of the Archaeological Survey of r928-29: "The 
site of Rangamati, situated picturesquely on the west bank of the Bhagirathi, six miles below 
Berhampore, was one of the first in the radha country to attract the attention of scholars. Its 
huge red bluffs raising 40' to 50' high above the ordinary level of the river, form a conspicu
ous landmark for miles around and the occasional finds of pottery, stones, even gold coins of 
the late Gupta period exposed among the remains of the walls and floors on the battered edges 
of the cliffs, have made the place familiar-to the treasure hunter. A large portion of the 
ancient city spread along the banks of the river for at least half a mile has been washed away, 
but sufficient traces are available to show that it extended for a mile to the west. The two 
con5picuous mounds in the locality are the Rakshasi Danga or Devil's mound and Raja 
Karna's palace, the former being higher and the latter more extensive of the two. The 
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excavation of this site was suggested by Mr. Beveridge, who first proposed the identification of 
the place with ancient Karnasubarna, close to which was the Rakta-mrittika-Vihara, referred 
to in Hiuen Tsang's account. The trial excavations conducted late in the season at the Devil's 
mounq brought to light the remains of structures of at least three periods, the lowest of which 
appears to be a Buddhist establishment of the 6th to 7th century A.D., but no definite con
firmation is available about its identity with the Karnasubarna Vihara. The mound has a 
circumference of about 700' and rises to the height of about 25' above the level of the surround
ing rice fields. The eastern part of the mound is occupied by the tomb and ardghar of a 
Muhammadan saint around whom local tradition, as usual, weaves a web of fantastic legends. 
A number of trenches were sunk across the rest of the mound in all directions, some being 
carried to the depth of IS'. The remains in the superficial strata exposed within the first 6' 
were isolated fragments of pavements and brick walls apparently of a late age and quite un
connected with a number of earlier stucco and terracotta and other ornamental pieces, which 
were found at the same level. The disturbance of the site by brick-diggers and treasure
seekers who must have long prosecuted a systematic campaign of vandalism, has rendered the 
sequence of strata somewhat obscure. The filling up of the trenches after the bricks had been 
quarried is evident from the narrow funnel-shaped lines of debris in the sides of the new 
trenches, which in most cases correctly pointed out the position of the walls underneath. The 
more important structures at the site were uncovered at the depth of 9' to 13' from the top 
of the mound. The building, which from th~solid masonry and the size of the bricks (IS!-" x 
10" x 2f') must be attributed to the 6th to 7th century A.D., has not been fully excavated, but 
the general plan seems to provide for a number of large chambers ranged on either side of a 
central thick wall. On the north-east, the remains of a long hall with a verandah have been 
exposed and in the south-west a complex of walls which it has not yet been found possible to 
connect together. The floor level of this period is at a depth of about 12' 13" from the top of 
the mound and the foundations of certain walls go down to a depth of 23'. Another season's 
work will be necessary to elucidate the connection between the different parts of the main 
structures exposed this year, although the importance of this site has been established by the 
finds of terracotta and stucco heads which unmistakably point to the existence of a Buddhist 
establishment. The finds recovered during the excavations number 292, of which stucco 
fragments account for as many as 95. A distinctively Mahayanist find is the fragment of crown 
of a Bodhisattwa in which the figure of a Dhyani-Buddha Amitabha can be made out. The 
stucco heads, of which at least 5 to 6 must be representations of Buddha, exhibit a striking 
variety of facial expressions which was lacking in the stucco examples from Paharpur. The 
repose and finish of all terracotta heads leave no doubt that they must be attributed to the late 
Gupta period. A number of terracotta toys and pottery are among the other note-worthy 
finds from Rangamati. It is remarkable that a majority of the antiquities were found in the 
loose debris within 6 feet from the top of the mound, and several feet higher than the buildings 
with which they appear to be connected-a fact for which the vandalism of the brick-diggers 
and the disturbance of the soil during the later fillings must be held responsible. 

"To summarize briefly, the trial excavations at Rangamati have proved (I) that the site, 
of the Devil's mound was occupied by a Buddhist establishment, most probably a monastery 
in the 6th to 7th century A.D., (2) that after the destruction of the earlier building, the site was 
considerably raised before occupation during the mediaeval period, and (3) that the mound 
was the scene of extensive brick-carrying activities, probably during modern times." 

B-Beldanga P. S. 

I Mirmadan's tomb at Rampara-Faridpur (J. L. lIO). Alight at Rejinagar R. S. By 
D. B. Road, 21 miles due west towards Saktipur. The mausoleum is on the road about a 
quarter mile east of the Bhagirathi river. There are two tombs in the enclosure, that of 
Mirmadan, General of Sirajuddaula, who fell in Plassey and of Farid Saheb Pir. The date 
of the tomb is 1757. 
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2 The Imam Saheb's Darga at Bazar Sau (J. L. 75) very close to Bazar Sau station on 
the Bandel-Barharwa line. 

C-N oada P. S. 

I Raypur (J. L. 17). The Dubtola temple. 

II Lalbagh Subdivision 

A-Murshidabad P. S. 

I Chunakhali (}. L 24). At mile 4-1 from Berhampur on the Berhampur-Lalgola road 
a village road due east leads to Chunakhali. Once famous for its handmade paper 
Chunakhali contains two 15th century ruined mosques and a mausoleum containing the 
tQmb of Fakir Masnad Aulia (d. 1490). The mausoleum is in a good state of preservation 
containing three slabs of basalt with Tughra inscriptions, but the mosques are a total ruin. 

2 Topkhana (J. L. 34). Further up on the Berhampur-Lalgola road at about mile 8 a 
fork goes east towards the Gobra-Nallah. The Jahankosha cannon embedded in a pipal tree 
is about half a mile from this fork past an old badshahi bridge. 18 feet long and 4i feet in girth 
it has been lifted by the tree about a yard from the ground. It has rings and nine pieces of 
brass bands containing Persian legends. It was forged by "chief gunsmith J anardan in 

. October 1647 under the supervision of Daroga Sher Muhammad and Haraballav Das at 
J ahangir Nagar when Islam Khan was the Subadar of Bengal under Shah J ehan." 

3 The Kadam Sarif at Kadamsarif (J. L. 48) is about half a mile east of the Murshidabad
Railway Station and on mile 8-1 of the Berhampur-Lalgola road. It contains a mosque built 
in 1872 and a shrine which once contained the . footprint of the Prophet brought over from 
Kadam Rasul Mosque at Gaur by Sirajuddaula but returned to its place by Mir J afar. The 
enclosure contains many family graves of the Nawab family. 

4 The Katra Mosque at Sabjikatra (J. L. 56) about a quarter mile north of Kadam Rasul 
on the Berhampur-Lalgola road in the Lalbazar MahalIa of the old town of Murshidabad. 
Murshid-Kuli Khan who died in 1725, had this mosque constructed in 1723 and completed in 
the course of a year, which received his mortal remains on his death. The mosque is said to 
have been constructed after the model Qf the great mosque at Mecca, and has two splendid 
minarets 70 feet high, one fallen, the other still standing though much damaged. A ganj (market 
place where dues were collected) was annexed to the Katra, in order that out of the dues the 
whole might be maintained in repair. The Nawab is buried at the foot of the stairs, so as to 
be trampled on by everyone who passes up. The stair:s give entry into an east gate on the 
first storey of which is the N ahabatkhana or bandstand and through it to a courtyard 165 feet 
square, at the west of which stands the five domed mosque with four broken minarets at four 
ends. In 1780 Hodges, a traveller described the cloisters as a grand seminary of Mussalman 
learning, 70 feet square. It is said that about 700 Karis or Koran scholars lived here. 

S The tomb of Sarfaraz Khan at Nektakhali (Golapbag J. L. so) on the way from 
Murshidabad R. S. to Lalbag. Little remains of Sarfaraz Khan's palace in this· area. 

6 (a) The remains of the old palace and fortifications in Killah Nizamat (J. L. 52). This 
fort built of stone and brick, some of which were brought from Gaur, is now in ruins, south 
of the Hazarduari palace. 

24 

(b) To the west of the Killa Nizamat is the Begam Musjid built in 1719 A.D., a big 
mosque but not architecturally distinguished. It was erected by Mani Begam, west 
of the Mubarak Manzil, fOIDlerly called the Kandil Bag. The peculiarity of this 
mosque was its liberality of worship. On one side prayers were conducted ac .. 
cording to the Hanafi rite of the Sunni Sect, while on the other side were 
observed the religious ceremonies of the Shiahs, the Court Sec~. 
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(c) The Tripulia gateway built by Nawab Sujauddaulah about 1730 astride the main 
thoroughfare of Lalbag. W. W. Hunter, in r876 wrote that here was still main
tained the most striking emblem of royal dignity, the imperial music, upon the top 
of the great fortified gateway leading to the main palace. The music consisted of 
nagras (Kettle drums) of iron, twice as big as those in Europe; dhols (ordinary 
drums); Zurnobs (hautboys); Karas (trumpets); Zils (cymbals); tassas (flat kettle 
drums) of varying diameter and depth; and lastly karnah, or straight speaking
trumpet, which is seven or eight feet in length, and two or three inches in width 
at the mouth. 

The old city is given indiscriminably to a collection of temples, mosques, ruins of many 
edifices that have greatly decayed. 

7 Syampur Hydarganj (J. L. 61). The ruin of an old mosque, called Azimnagar Katra 
mosque, containing near the eastenl stairs the grave of Azimatunnesa, a daughter of Murshid 
Kuli Khan. This is opposite the Mahimapur Police outpost on the Lalbag-Jiaganj road. 

8 (a) The Jafrabad cemetery, a little to the north, on the east side of the Lalbag-Jiaganj 
road. This contains the tombs of Mir .T afar, his two wives Mani Begam and Bachu Begam, 
and other members of the Mir J afar family. The cemetery is well looked after and many 
tombs are adorned with Dutch tiles, the same that are found in J agat Seth's temple at 
Mahimapur. 

(b) The ruined palace of Mir J afar is to the north-west of this cemetery across the road. 
The corner where Sirajuddaula was beheaded is still pointed out. The gateway 
to the palace is still standing, a solid piece of masonry called the 'Nimakharami 
Deuri' or the traitor's gate. 

9 Temple of Jagat Seth at Mahimapur (1. L. 71) about a mile north of Jafraganj on the 
Lalbag-Jiaganj road. The old temple and house of Jagat Seth having tumbled into the river, 
the new temple is a recent construction but contains the besalt (black marble or hornblende) 
throne complete with four columns and a front wall paved with a mosaic of Old Dutch tiles 
containing pictures from the Bible and delicate arabesques and floral designs. 

10 The J afraganj Mahanta's Akhra established by Mahanta Lochan Das in II68 B.S. at 
N ashipur (.J.L. 63). 

II Farhabag (J.L. 5). This is on the west of the river Bhagirathi facing the new 
palace. Contains the remains of a marvellous summer garden built by Nawab Sujauddaulah 
who succeeded his father-in-law Murshid KuE Khan in 1725. Remains of pipes, fountains and 
reservoirs are still to be seen as well as masonry of walls. But the place is much broken up and 
the original layout cannot be clearly discerned. 

12 Roshnibag at Rasnaiganj (J .L. 6). This is due west and opposite the palace, across 
the river Bhagirathi. A very good view of Lalbag is available from this point. The ruins 
are contained in a walled enclosure with crenellated tops and stairs at corners. They consist of 
Sujauddaulah's mosque, in good preservation, and his tomb, loi feet long. Sujauddaulah 
died in 1739. Outside the enclosure at its north-east end is a small Siva temple built after the 
style of Mathbari temple, Baranagar, .Tiaganj. 

13 Darpanarayan's house at Dahapara (J.L. 4). The house is in ruins on the inner road 
from Farhabag to Khosbag. 

Darpanarayan used to be the Chief Kanungo of Murshidkuli Khan and came with him 
from Dacca, established a colony of immigrants from Dacca at Dahapara and built for himself 
a very big residence. Chief Kanungoes in the Nawab's regime used to be called 'Bangadhi
kari', a title received from Emperor Akbar after the Todarmall settlement. The title was first 
conferred on Bhagaban Roy, from whom Darpanarayan was descendant. 
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14 Khosbag (J.L. 10): Khosbag cemetery in which Sirajuddaula lies buried, lies on the 
western bank of the Bhagirathi, about three-quarters of a mile south-west of the Lalbag Sub
divisional Courts. The Khosbag cemetery is in a large compound enclosed by a high wall and 
with towers at the four ends and a gateway to the east with a staircase leading into the river, 
wpich has now receded about 300 yards to the east. The cemeter~ is full ?f graves of the 
Nawab family and has three enclosures, the westernmost of which contams the tomb of 
Alibardi Khan, his mother. his sister, that of Sirajuddaula, and at the end of Sirajuddaula's 
tomb, that of his wife, Lutfunnesah. To the east of Sirajuddaula's grave is that of his brother, 
Mirza Mehdi. Besides the principal mausoleum, are a mosque, and two buildings allotted to 
the establishment. 

15 (a) Matijheel (J.L. 42): Almost opposite Khosbag and on the eastern bank of the 
Bhagirathi about three-quarters of a mile to the south-east of the Lalbag Sub divisional Courts 
is Matijheel. Once a very big piece of artificial water in the shape of a horse-shoe, but now 
largely dry and cultivated with boro paddy, the jheel still yields oyster containing pearls of 
small value. On the west bank of the jheel stands the Nawajeskhan Mosque, which is rather 
a pleasing structure, a doorless building, another building called the Baroduari and the plinth 
of what was once called Singhee Dalan. Outside the gate is a small grave of an English boy 
aged about 9, called Keating. West of the Nawajeskhan Mosque and beyond the compound 
wall stand the remains of a big royal gate also built by Nawajeskhan, the nephew and son
in-law of Alibardi Khan. The mosque enclosure contains the tomb of Nawajeskhan and other 
members of the royal family. 

(b) Mubarak Manjil: This stands onthe east of Mati Jheel on the Baharampur-Bhaga
bangola road. The palace and the enclosures are now in ruins. 

16 Kumarpara (or Koarpara) J.L. 41): It is said that in the 17th century Horipriya, 
disciple of J eebagoswami, came from Brindaban and established the deity Radhamadhav in 
this village. 

B Jiaganj P.S. 

The town of Jiaganj-Azimganj itself contains very little of ancient importance. Mansur
ganj (J.L. 38) once contained the palace of Sirajuddaula called Lalkothi and the famous 
Hirajheel. No trace of either remains. 

There are a Siva temple and ta:nk at Bageswarbati (J.L. 6r) said to have been built by Raja 
Rajballav. 

1 Bhrigurambati (J.L. 10): This village contains the ruins of several old J aina temples 
built towards the end of the 18th century or the .beginning of the I9th century. 

2 Debipur (J.L. 4): This now contains the two monasteries, one called Sadhakbag 
which is the' akhara' of Mastaram Aulia. The other monastery is called Chhota Aulia. The 
Mastaram Aulia is a recent structure, but is famous for its unique and vast collection of 
copper, brass and eight-metal figures and images of gods of the Hindu pantheon. It is one of 
the most complete, unique and valuable collections to be found in the whole of India, and 
contains about 500 figurines of gods and goddesses from all parts of India. The Mahanta has 
in his possession a deed of gift from Rani Bhabani to the Aulia of monastery dated n62 
B.S. of Rs. 1,800 per annum or Rs. 5 per day. This deed of gift has recently been photograph
ed and published in the records of the Regional Historic Record Survey Commission. 

3 Sadek Bag (J.L. 3): This used to be the old Sadhak Bag containing the original 
monastery of Mastaram Aulia facing the palace of Rani Bhabani and her temples across the 
river. This monastery used to be very large establishment just on the left bank of the Bhagi
rathi and contained cells for meditation built under the level of the ground. Almost the entire 
monastery has tumbled into the bed of the river and only traces of the original building still 
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remains forming a sharp cliff or bluff above the river. The solid masonry work reminiscent of 
the tumbled down ruins of Jagat Seth's palace further down the river is still to be seen pro
jecting from the bed of the Bhagirathi in winter. The tomb of Mastaram Aulia has now been 
destroyed by the river. 

4 Baranagar (J.L. 40): About one mile from Ajimganj station on the Bandel
Berharwa Loop. This used to be the famous residence of the Natore Raj family and contains 
many temples built by Rani Bhabani. The most famous temple is the Bhabaniswar temple 
of a peculiar architecture mingling Hindu with Mohammedan influence and is octagonal. 
The Gopala Temple, built by Tarasundari, Rani Bhabani's daughter, and the Rajrajeswari 
Temple, built by Rani Bhabani herself, are two famous temples distinguished for their pecu
liar architecture. The Madangopal Temple, although not so ancient, contains the deity of 
Madangopal. But the most satisfactory unit is the Charibangla Temples, a group of four in 
the Bengal thatched hut model, built round a square courtyard. All the four temples contain 
excellent specimens of curved terracotta and the eastern temple contains scenes from mytho
logy engraved in white plaster. Besides these temples there are the Astabhuja Ganesh 
Temple, the Math Bari, the Dayamoyee Bari and the Panchamundi Pith. The group of 
temples has recently been declared protected under the Ancient Monuments Act. 

C Lalgola P.S. 

r Nadaipur (J.L. 6r) and Deoansarai (J.L. 70): About ten miles from the tri-junction 
of the Baharampur-Bhagabangola Road and the Jiaganj-Bhagabangola Road an old wide 
road runs directly to the north. This used to be an old Badshahi road going towards Gaur and 
Giria. At the junction of Nadaipur and Deoansarai there is an old square tank, the banks of 
which are of solid masonry work. There are four flights of steps on the four sides, leading to 
the tank, each of which is very solidly constructed, and one was built for the watering of ele
phants and horses. This ghat reminds the visitor of the old ghat at Sadullapur in District 
MaIda. A little to the north of this tank are the remains of a very considerable inn and of a 
large brick well. This well has a winding staircase leading into the pit of the well after the 
fashion of the old Mansingh well at Katghar, close to Rajmahal. This was undoubtedly a 
half-way halting place between Sibganj in MaIda district and Murshidabad, being about 
28 miles from Murshidabad and of equal distance from Sibganj. 

D Nabagram P.S. 
r Amarkunda (J.L. 79): This place can be reached from Berhampur by crossing the 

Bhagirathi at Khagraghat and taking the Berhampur Nabagram road, from left at Rainda vil
lage. Amarkunda is about three miles from Rainda to the south of Rainda mouza. This 
village contains a small brick temple in which are worshipped several old stone images of the 
Pala period. Popular treatises claim that there is an image of the Sun God, mounted on a 
horse; but actually it is one of the many images of the Sun God with Aruna and the seven 
horses curved in a series as a frieze. There is, however, a very big image of Buddha which 
the local people worship as Raghunath. 

2 Kiriteswari (J.L. lOr): Kiriteswari can be reached both from Berhampur by cross
ing the Bhagirathi at Khagraghat or from Lalbag. From Lalbag Kiriteswari is about four 
miles to the west, on the Lalbag-Nabagram Road. Kiriteswari was shown by A. Rennel in 
his map as Kiritkona. It is claimed as 'pithasthan'. The Debi is called Bimala or Kiriteswari 
and the Bhairab Sambarta. The date tablet found in one of the Kiriteswari temples has now 
been deposited in the Archaeological Survey. It runs as 'Sake Satasta Kalendu'. Sri N. 
Bagchi of Berhampur has kindly given me an jnterpretation of the date. He says: "Fol
lowing the dictum 'Ankasya Bamagati' it will read like this-

Indu - moon - I 
Kal - trikal = .3 
Asta 8 
Sata 7 
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This gives the date 1387. Saka or I387 + 78 = I465 A.D." In the 18th century Darpanarayan 
Roy carried out extensive restoration work of the old temples of Kiriteswari and consecrated 
several Lingams and excavated a tank called Kalisagar. Over an area of about 88 acres 
there are ruins of a number of small temples of which a temple to the south of the main temple 
is said to have been built by Raja Rajballabh. The Kalbhairabh idol is at present with Sri 
Surendra Narayan Sinha of Nahalia at Jiaganj. 

3 The tomb of Hazarat Badshah at Panchgram (J.L. 23) about eighteen miles from Lal
bag on the Lalbag-Nabagram-Panchgram road. 

4 Ishaneswar or Kalindar Siva at Ishanpur (J.L. 68): This is an ordinary temple. 

III Kandi Subdivision 

A Kandi Police Station 

I Gokarna (J.L. I9): The temple of N arasinha Deva and Sinha Bahini has an inscrip
tion. 

2 The temple of Brindaban Chandra in Goborhati (J.L. 40). 

3 Kandi P.S. (J.L. 63): This is about nineteen miles from Berhampur by a metalled 
road. A temple of Radhaballabh Jiu is situated in the courtyard of the Rajbati of the Lalla
babu's. There is a fine double storeyed gateway with a N ahabatkhana on top in imitation of 
the Tripulia gateway of Lalbag town. 

4 (a) J emo (J.L. 93): There is a group of thirteen temples at the south-western corner 
of J emo village consecrated to Siva. The central temple is in fine preservation, but the other 
twelve temples are rapidly falling into decay. The architecture is a mixture of the Pancharatna 
type and of old Kiriteswari inasmuch as the tower is taller than normal. 

(b) Inside the residence of the J emo Raj family is a piece of old wall containing stucco 
work, rather rare in this part of the country. 

(c) The temple of Rudradeva in which an old Buddhist image is being worshipped as 
a Hindu deity. Two single cell Siva temples of the Bengal Hut model of the r6th
I7th century flank the passage leading to the more modern shrine where the image 
is worshipped. The image is one of the typical Buddha figures with the eight great 
scenes on the life of Buddha exhibited in the style prevalent in the Eastern School 
of Culture. As in·other examples of this style, the central figure is that of Buddha 
in Bhumisparsa Mudra or the attitude in which he attained enlightenment. On 
the proper right the scenes from bottom to top are the bust of Buddha, the design 
from the thirty-three heavens indicated by the Baradamudra and the first sermon 
at Saranath; the corresponding scenes depicted on the proper left are the offering 
of the cup by the guardians of the four patrons, the subduing.,f the elephant 
Nalagiri at Rajgir, and the Sravasti miracle; while on the top occurs the scenes 
of Buddha's death. The sculpture can be attributed to the 9th-roth century A.D. 

B Burwan P.S. 

I About eight miles to the south-west of Kandi connected by a metalled road lies 
Panchthupi (J.L. 149), a big and ancient village. At the north-east corner of the village there 
are the remains of a structure called Barkonar Dolor probably DeuI. This is actually a 
mound extending to about 170 feet in length from east to west and about half the distance in 
breadth, and is 15 feet high above the surrounding level. There seems to be several structures 
distinctly. visible in the mound, and there is no doubt that they belong to the Pala period. 
In the Kalibari of this place an extremely black basalt image of Durga, 2'6" in height is fixed 
in a pucca platform. The image is seated in the Lalitasana pattern and the hands hold the 
distinctive attributes, Mala, Ghat and Trisula. 
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2 There is a group of five old brick temples at the south-west corner of the village, 
a central big temple with four smaller ones at the four corners. The central temple contains 
very good specimens of carved terracotta. 

C Khargram P.S. 

This Police Station is famous as containing the sites of sev.eral important battlefields all of 
which are on the old Badshahi road from Rajmahal to Burdwan via RaIna which passes 
through the middle of Khargram and along Khargram Police Station. The battlefields are 
Sherpur Atai, three miles north of Khargram (].L. 86) and Maricha. The village of Nagar 
(J.L. 85) containing the Astana of Dadapir is also an ancient battle site. There are remains 
of an old Badshahi bridge at Khansama Danga (J.L. 39), across the Daraka river. 

IV J angipur Subdivision 

A Sagardighi P.S. 

I Gayesabad: This is north of Dasturhat (].L. 188) on the Bhagirathi about five miles 
from Baranagar and is in present mauza Ganza Sinheswari (J.L. 184). This is surmised to 
be a part of the great city of Mahipalnagar. During Pathan rule Gayesabad was a very 
prosperous city and some imagine that in the 13th century it was built by bringing away stones 
from the ruins of Mahipal city. There is a Darga here which contains four tombs which are 
the tombs of Sultan Gayesuddin and his children. The staircase of the Darga is patently of 
Hindu construction. Capt. W. H. Sherwill, in 1857, reported that it contains the ruins qf an 
ancient city extending for some miles inland where have been found carved stone pillars and 
slabs with Pali inscriptions, gold coins and much broken pottery. Sri Monomohan Chakra
barty, writing in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, July 1909, Vol. V, NO.7, page 
215, makes a guess that this Gayesabad might have been Lakhan Or. The following is quoted 
from Capt. J. E. Gastrell's 'Statistical & Geographical Report of the Moorshedabad District' 
(1857): "Gysabad or Budrehat, on the banks of the Bhaugiruttee, stands on a hard bank of 
clay and kunkur. In its vicinity are found remnants of old pottery, old wells, the remains of 
a Fort or Palace, and ancient Stone Slabs engraved in Pali characters, all demonstrating this 
to have been the site of an ancient City. Captain Layard, Executive Engineer, Berhampore, 
found two small golden Coins here in 1852 about the size of Shirt Studs; these, together with 
a Stone Slab from the same old Temple, bearing a Pali inscription were sent by him to the 
Asiatic Society, where they may be seen by those curious in Antiquarian Research. Captain 
Layard both then and subsequently endeavoured to glean some information, traditionary or 
otherwise, regarding the ruins of the City, which from the Slabs, &c., he judged to have been 
a Buddhist one, but none of the Natives know any thing regarding them. The Mussulmans 
altered the name from Budrehat to Gysabad, after one of the Mahomedan Kings of Gour, 
Ghyasoodeen, ~ho is said to be buried here." 

2 Mahipal (J.L. 161): Mahipal Halt Station, II7 miles from Bandel on the Bandel
Barharwa Loop line. Gayesabad must have extended up to Mahipalnagar which was perhaps 
the site of an old palace. 

3 Sagardighi (J.L. 89): This is a very big tank close 10 the railway station Sagardighi 
on the Azimganj-Nalhati line and is connected by a road with Mahipal and Gayesabad. 
Mahipal is about six miles to the east. The tank is about 500 yards in length and 300 yards 
wide, but has gone shallow. In the middle of the tank there used to be a temple. 

4 Chandanbati (J.L. 92): Remains of a building have been excavated by Sri Nirmal 
Kumar Sinha Nowlakha of Azimganj. A huge Siva lingam, one of the largest to be seen, 
has also been excavated here. The remains are presumably of the Pala period and exhibits 
solid masonry work. 
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5 Ramna Sheikher Dighi (J.L. 6): This is a very big tank excavated north-south dur
ing the Mohammedan times about 6 miles north of the railway station Morgram (Azimganj
Nalhati Line) on the Moregram-Jangipur badshahi road which runs through Khargram on to 
Burdwan district. On the north of this tank is a tomb of Abu Said Tirmis. The tank itself 
was excavated by Husein Shah of Gour in I540. 

6 Banyeswar (J.L. I4): This is about two and a half miles to the west of Ramna 
Sheikher Dighi and contains an ancient Siva temple dedicated to Banyeswar Siva. In the vil
lage there are remains of an old Badshahi bridge on the road from Ramna Sheikher Dighi 
to Birbhum via Lohagarh and Bhadrapur. 

7 Kherur Mosque at Kherur (J.L. 48) : It looks like an 18th century mosque, but bears 
no inscription. 

8 The Chandpara mosque at Chandpara (J.L. 40). 

9 The tomb of a Mohammedan saint, known as Shah Bokhari at Bokhara (.J.L. 62) 
close to Morgram Station on the Nalhati-Azimganj Line. 

B Jangipur P.S. (J.L. 7). 

I In Jangipur town, railway station Jangipur Road, on the Bandel-Barharwa Loop. 
J angipur is on the east bank of the river Bhagirathi and contains an ancient mosque, establish
ed in 1664 by Said Kasim. 

C -Suti P.S. 

I Chhapghati: About three miles south of Suti there is an Astana of Martuja Pir called 
Martujananda and Anandamoyee. This Asta1'ba is venerated by Hindus and Muslims. 

2 Mahesail (J.L. II): This is about three miles west of Khadirpur railway station on 
the Bandel-Barharwa Loop. Mahesail contains a tank and the ruins of a residence called Raja 
Mangal Sen's house. 

3 In Bajitpur (Suti, J.L. 63) there is a temple of Sarbeswar Mahadeva on the wall of 
which there is an engraving of a battle scene supposed to be a battle scene of Giria. 

4 The tomb of Mallik Dewan S'aheb at Bahutaly (J.L. 20). This is about 14 miles from 
Raghunathganj on a direct road. 
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Serial 
No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

i2 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
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32 

33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 

TABLE lO.2A-LIST OF IMPORTANT FAIRS AND MELAS 

J. L. 
No. 

2 

Name of place 
where mela or fair 

is held 

3 

Time (English 
month) when mela 

is held 

4 

Local religious or 
other occasion of 

the mela 

5 

SUBDlVISION-JANGIPUR 

THANA RAGHUNATHGANJ 

110 Jarur 
131 Mirzapur 
138 Gankar 
142 Rajnagar 
35 Giria 
15 Mithipur 
65 Bhabki 
14 Sekandara 
21 J otkamal 
89 Rampur 

6 Raghunathganj Town 

October 
November 
March 
December 
October 
February 

Do 
November 
February 
March 

Do 

THANA SAMSERGANJ 

Faridpur 
Nayansukh 

96 A..rjjunpur 
108 Nimtita 
104 Dhusaripara 
63 Mahadeb Nagar 

Delwarpur 
Ramrampur 
Nayahat 
Shibnagar 
Maheshtola 

103 Jaladipur 
75 Dogachhi 

108 Nimtita 
Hijole 
Kanchantola 

108 Nimtita 
Raghunandanpur 
Jibanjole Hat 
Nayansukh 

55 Paniagram 

THANA SAGARDIGIII 

14 Banyeswar 
14 Do. 
21 Jaglai 
46 Manigram 

Mathurapur 
137 Bangsia 
89 Sagardighi 
62 Bokhara 
30 Morgram 

102 

59 
10 

59 
84 
40 
86 

THANA: SUTI 

Ahiran 
Bajitpur 
Chhapghati 
Ich3lipara 
Kadamtald. 
Kassimnagar 
Ichhlipara 
Ramakan tapur 
Bangsabati 
Nurpur . 
Lakshmil1ara yan pur 

April 
July 

Do 
October 
October 
October 

Do 
Do 
Do 

December 
Do 
Do 

November 
March 
October 

Do 
February 
December 

Do 
November 
October 

February 
March 
February 
April 
January 
March 
January 
March 

Do 

March 
January 
May 
July 

Do 
October 
December 
April 
February 
November 

Do 

192 

Jagadhatri puja 
Kartick pu ja 
Basanti puja 
Lakshmi puja 
Kali puja 
Saraswati puja 

Do 
Krishnakali puja 
Saraswati puja 
Shiva puja 
Tulsi-Bihar 

Lakshmi puja 
Rathajatra 

Do 
Bhagwati Bhusan . 
Padma puja 
Maharrum 

Do. 
Kali puja 
Kali puja 
Shyamsundar 
Madan Mohan Dev 
Lakshmi pu ja 
Shyamsundar Deb 
Basanti puja 
Kali puja 
Kali puja 
Saraswati puja 
Nabanya Kartic 
Shyamchand & Balaram 
ltali puja 
Maharrum 

Shivaratri 
Shivamela 
Brahmadaitya mela 
Basanti puja 
Shyamsundar Deb 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Kamale-Kamini 

Basanti puja 
Sarbeswar pu ja 
Dhulot 
Rathajatra 
Kali puja 
Kali puja 
Ananta Deb 
Kali puja 
Rajrajeswari 
Jagadhatri puja 
Lakshmi puja 

Duration of 
mela or fair 

(number 
of days) 

6 

1 day 
1 .. 
2 days 
8 .. 
8 .. 
4 .. 
5 .. 
8 " 
1 day 
3 days 
4 .. 

30 days 
2 " 
1 day 
1 " 
1 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
7 days 
7 " 
7 " 
7 
4 " 
1 day 
1 " 
8 days 
3 " 
7 
1 day 
1 " 

4 days 
4 
4 " 
8 " 
9 " 
7 " 
8 .. 
9 " 
8 " 

15 days 
1 day 
1 " 
2 days 
2 " 

15 " 
7 " 
1 day 
9 days 
6 " 
8 " 

Average 
total 

attend
ance 

7 

400 
500 
200 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

500 
1,000 

500 
200 

1,000 

3,000 
500 
600 

2,000 
300 

1,000 
800 
500 
200 

1,500 
1,000 

500 
1,500 

500 
500 
500 

1,500 
1,000 
1,500 

500 
1,000 

5,000 
SOD 

2,000 
2,000 

250 
1,200 
1,200 

900 
1,000 

500 
3,050 

500 
600 
500 

2,000 
1,500 

500 
1,500 
1,200 
1.200 



Serial 
No. 

53 

54 
55 

56 

57 
58 
59 
60 
61 

62 
63 
64 
65 

66 

67 

68 

69 
70 
71 

72 

73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 

79 

80 
81 
82 
83 
84 

25 

TABLE lO.2A--LIST OF IMPORTANT FAIRS AND MELAS-contd. 

J. L, Nanie of place Time (English Local religious or 
No. where mela or fair month) when mela other occasion of 

is held is held the mela 

2 3 4 5 

SUBDIVISION-LALBAGH 

THANA : MURSHlDABAD 

52 

63 
44 

101 

74 

68 
29 
67 

6 

3 

66 

80 

17 

49 

Kella Nizamat 

Nasipur 
Lalbagh Town 

THANA NABAGRAM 

Kiriteswari 

Mahurul 
Belele 
Isanpur 
Juran Kandi 
Hijrol 

THANA: JIAGANJ 

Jiaganj Bazar 
SadhuganJ 
Jiaganj-Azimganj Bazar 
Sadekbagh 
Neheliapara and Jiaganj 

Bazar 

THANA: RANINAGAR 

Goas 

THANA 

Lalgola Bazar 

Piplaserai 
Deoan Sarai 
Syampur 

LALGOLA 

September " 
(Last Tuesday of Bhadra) 
July-Aug. . .: 
Not held in any fixed month 

January-February 

February-March 
Do 

March 
April 
March 

January-February 
May 
June 
June-July 

July-Aug. 

April 

June-July 

Not held in any fixed month 
Do 

January 

Bera Festival 

Jhulan Jatra 
Muharram 

KaJi puja (Pitasthan) 

Shyamchand 
Do 

Sivaratri 
Chaitra Sankranti 
Shyamchand 

Saraswati puja 
Sri Sri Kamale-Kamini puja 
Dashahara 
Rathajatra 

Jhulan Jatra 

Ram Navami 

Rathajatra 

Muharram 
Do 

Ananta Sajya 

THANA BHAGW ANGOLA 

11 Sundarpur 

11 Do 
Shaikpore 
Tekpara 

111 Gopirampur 
120 Harirampur 

15 Lalitakuri 

63 

84 
63 
63 
63 
63 

THANA :.KANDI 

Kandi-Puratan Hat (Rudra
devtala) 

Dohalia-Kali tola 
Kandi-Rajbati 

Do 
Do 

Chatina-Kandi 

January
February 
March 
January . 
September-October 
June 
April 
February 

Sri Panchami (Saraswati 
puja) 

Ram Nabami 
Dadapir's mela 
Durga puja 
Ganga puja 
Chaitra Sankranti 
Makri Saptami 

SUBDIVISION-KANDI 

April 

September-October 
October-November 
June-July 

Do 
September-October 

193 

Home of Rudradev (Chaitra-
Sankranti) . 

Worship of Goddess Tara 
Rashpurnima 
Rathajatra 
Ulta Rathajatra . . 
Immersion of Goddess Durga 

Duration of Average 
mela or fair total 

(number 
of days) 

6 

I day 

5 days 
5 " 

4 Tues
days of 

15 days 
15 " 
8 " 

12 " 
12 " 

I day 
4 days 
I day 
7 days 

4 " 

2 days 

attelld-
ance 

7 

10,000 

3,000 
10,000 

5,000 
Po us 

2,000 
2,000 

500 
500 
500 

500 
500 

1.000 
500 

500 
(in each 

place) 

1,000 

30 days 12,000 
for two days 
for pulling 
the Rath and 
for the rest 
2,000 per day 

1 day 3,000 
1 " 1,200 
4 days 200 

I day 

1 
4 days 
I day 
I 
I 

1 " 

I day 

I 
1 
I 
I " 
I " 

550 

300 
600 
250 
350 
700 
500 

5,000 

4,000 
3,000 

7{)0 
700 

1,000 



TABLE lO.2A-LIST OF IMPORTANT FAIRS AND MELAS-contd. 

Serial J. L. Name of place Time (English Local religious or Duration of Average 
No. No. where mela or fair month) when mela other occasion of mela or fair total 

is held is held the mela (number atiend-
of days) ance 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

SUBDIVISION-KANDI-concld. 

THANA : KANDI 

85 85 Ruppur April Worship of God Rudra 2 days 5,000 
86 88 Boalia Do Fakir Saheb's mela 2 .. 600 
87 93 Jemo Bazar June-July Rathajatra 2 .. 2,000 
88 20 Mahalandi July Matherer mela 1 day 2.000 

THANA : KHARGRAM 

89 85 Nagar january Dada Pir Shab's Barga 30 days 2,000 
90 Manasatala June Manasa puja 15 .. 300 
91 103 Eroali October Kali puja 2 .. 600 
92 106 Do Do Do 1 day 500 
93 9 Nonadanga January Shyamsundar Dev 1 month 200 
94 138 Khargram Feb. and March Shyamchand 12 days 1,200 

THANA BURWAN 

95 1 jhikarhati August Manasa puja 2 days 700 
96 3 Sitalgram Do Do 2 700 
97 Barakopra Do Do 2 700 
98 Chotakopra Do Do 3 1,200 
99 134 Masadda April Shiva puja 2 700 

100 99 Bhastor May Dharmaraj puja 7 .. 2,000 
101 149 Panchthupi August jhulan jatra 5 .. 1,200 
102 149 Panchthupi October Durga puja 4 .. 1.200 
103 Kaytha March Dole purnima 20 200 
104 Jugaswara Do Basanti mela 15 .. 500 
105 56 Burwan Do Sha Samarkand Bokhari 

Saheb 15 10,000 
106 29 Kharjjuna February Shyamsundar Dey 15 

" 
3,000 

107 12 Kundal Do Shyamchand Dey . 7 .. 3,000 

THANA : BHARATPUR 

108 81 Sijgram April Fakir's Asthana 14 days 3,000 
109 83 Saiyad Kulutia February Pir Shab's Asthana 14 

" 
2,000 

110 83 Saiyad Kulutia Do Hazrat Baba Saha 7 1.000 
III 42 Talgram March Hindu Adwita Festival 14 

" 
4,000 

112 51 Sahabajpur Do Khelaram Babaji's mela 14 .. 4,500 
113 107 Talibpur April Pir Saheb's Darga 4 5,000 
114 9 Jajan April Sarbamongala Thakur 18 

" 
500 

115 113 Malihati Do Ram Nabami I day 200 
116 5 Baidyapur May Dharmaraj 1 300 
117 85 Raigram june Do I .. 300 
118 95 Jamulia january Do 2 days 200 
119 Sisua March Siyaratri I day 5,000 
120 92 Simulia March Sadhu Baba 2 days 500 
121 Sisua April Chaitra Sankranti 1 day 5,000 
122 Hamidhati Do Ourash Sarif 5 days 700 
123 68 Bharatpur March Sha Farid 7 

" 
300 
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Serial 
No. 

124 
125 
126 

127 
128 
129 

130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
J.39 
140 
141 
142 
143 

14-1 
145 
146 
147 

148 
149 
15(:) 

151 

152 
153 

154 

155 

!56 

TABLE lO.2A-LIST OF IMPORTANT FAIRS AND MELAS-concld. 

J. L. 
No. 

2 

Name of place 
where mela or fair 

is held 

3 

Time (English 
month) when mela 

is held 

4 

SUBDIVISION-SADAR 

THANA : BERHAMPUR TOWN 

Berhampur 
Chowrigacha 
Basantatala 

93 

Karbala 
Do 

Bishnupur 

, 

THANA BELDANGA 

Mauganpara 
7 Bhabta 

51 Beldanga 
3 Mahala-Rajapur 

51 BeJdanga 
79 Saktipur 
54 Maniknagar 

7 Bhabta 
51 Beldanga 
51 Do 

3 Rajapur 
44 Kumarpur 
59 Sarulia 

Mahala 

June 
January 
April 

October 
December 
January 

January 
January 

Do 
Do 

May 
February 
April 
May 
June-July 
November 
Mav 
June 
October 
January 

THANA : HARIHARPARA 

39 
34 

30 

Ramkrishnapur 
Hosenpur 
Tajpur . 
Rukunpur-Kalitala 

THANA NAWADA 

5 Alampur 
10 Bali 
36 Patikabari 

15 
30 

THANA 

Mastaram 

Jitpur 
Katakopra 

THANA 

Kalitala 

DOMKAL 

JALANGI 

Dargatala (]alangi) 

Jalangi 

October 
March 
Not held in any fixed month 
April-May 

June 
May 
March 

April-May 

October-November 
April-May 

May 

May 

October 

Local religious or 
other occasion of 

the mela 

5 

Ganga puja 
Pous Sankranti 
Sitala puja 

Maharam 
Challisha 
Kali puja 

Ganga snan 
Uttaranti 
Ganga snan 
Uttaranti 
Harinam-sankirtan 
Shivaratri 
N am-Sankirtan 

Do 
Rathajatra 
Kartic puja 
Hari-Sankirtan 
Dasahara 
Maharram 
Uttarayan 

Kali puja 
Shivaratri 
Mahurram 
Kali puja 

Narayan puja 
Dharmaraj puja 
Sivaratri 

Astana of Mastaram Sadhu 

Kali puja 
Charak puja 

Bar-mela 

Darga mela 

Maharam 

Duration of 
mela or fair 

(number 
of days) 

Average 
total 

attend
ance 

6 

3 days 
1 day 

On 4 Tuesdays 
and 4 Sundays 
of the month 

i day 
1 .. 

On 4 Tuesdays 
and 4 Saturdays 

7 

10,000 
1,000 

500 
1,000 
1,000 

of Pous 3,000 

1 day 
1 .. 
1 .. 
.1 .. 
1 .. 
4 days 
1 day 
1 .. 
1 " 
1 " 
1 

14 days 
1 day 
1 .. 

4 days 
7 " 
1 day 

4 Tuesdays ot 
Baisakh 

5 days 
1 day 
9 days 

4 Tuesdays of 
Baisakh 

4 days 
15 .. 

1 day on last 
Tuesday of Bai-

300 
200 
200 
200 
200 
500 
300 
200 
200 
200 

1,000 
200 
300 
500 

2,000 
200 
300 

300 

1,500 
400 
500 

3,500 
1,000 

800 

sakh 1,000 
1 day on last 
Thursday of 
Baisakh 600 

1 day 300 

Source :-By courtesy. of the Chairman, District Board, Murshidabad and Superintendent of Police, Murshidabad. 
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Serial 
No. 

1 

Police 
Station 

2 

Berhampur 
Town 

2 Ditto 
3 Ditto 
4 Ditto 
5 Ditto 
6 Ditto 
7 Nawada 
8 Ditto 
\) Domkal 

10 Ditto 
11 Ditto 
12 Ditto 
13 Ditto 
14 Ditto 
15 Ditto 
16 Ditto 
17 Hariharpara 
18 Ditto 
19 Ditto 

20 Ditto 
21 Ditto 

22 Ditto 
23 Beldanga. 
24 Ditto 

25 Ditto 
26 Jalangi 
27 Ditto 

28 Ditto 
29 Ditto 

30 Ditto 

31 Ditto 

32 Bhagwangola 

33 Ditto 
34 Ditto 
35 Ditto 
36 Ditto 
37 Ditto 
38 Lalgola 
39 Ditto 

40 Ditto 

41 Raninagar 
42 Ditto 
43 Ditto 

44 Ditto 

45 Ditto 
46 Ditto 
47 Ditto 
48 Ditto 
49 Ditto 
50 Ditto 
51 Ditto 
52 Ditto 
53 Jiaganj 
54 Ditto 
55 Murshidabad 

56 
57 
58 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

TABLE lO.2B-LIST OF HATS (MARKETS) 

Name of village 

3 

Bara Satui 

Gorabazar.. . 
Baharampore (Kasaribazar) . 
Khagra 
Saidabad 
Daulatabad 
Surangapur 
Patikabari 
Jitpur ., . 
Ramna Etbarnagar Basanta-

pur 
Azimgan jagola 
Bhagirathpur 
Brindabanpur Chak 
Chandpur 
Bagdanga 
Garaimari 
Baruipara 
Rukunpur 
Hariharpara 

Sankarpur 
Swaruppur 

Choa 
Bhabta 
Beldanga 

Saktipur 
Khayramari 
Dhanirampur 

Sagarpara 
Narsingpur 

Muradpur Jalangi 

Bilsapur Nachharerpara 

Mahishasthali 

Habaspur 
Ranitala 
Akheriganja 
Chhatai 
Dakshin Sahar 
Maia 
Lalgola 

Diar Fatehpur 

Uttar Gopalpur 
Malibari 
Hurshi 

Moktarpur 

Paharpur 
Islampur 
Harharia Chak 
Komnagar 
Godhanpara 
Majhar Diar 
Katlamari 
Nabipur 
Jiaganj 
Mansurganj 
Lalbagh 

Jafraganj 
Nashipur 
Naoda 

J.L. 
No. 

4 

Days of 
marketing 

5 

39 Daily bazar 

90 Ditto 
96 Ditto 
97 Ditto 

100 Ditto 
129 Tuesday 
26 Thursday 
36 Saturday . 
15 Ditto 

38 Tuesday and Friday 
39 Ditto 
46 Wednesday and Saturday 
50 Saturday and Thursday 
58 Saturday. . 
72 Monday and Friday 
81 Saturday. 
14 Daily bazar 
30 'Wednesday and Saturday 
32 Daily bazar; hat on 

Sunday 
38 Friday 
54 Daily bazar; hat on 

Tuesday and Saturday 
59 Daily bazar . • . 

7 Ditto 
51 Daily bazar; hat on 

Tuesday 
79 Daily bazar 

3 Wednesday and Sunday . 
6 Daily bazar; hat on 

Wednesday and Saturday 
10 Tuesday and Friday 
19 Daily bazar; hat on 

Monday and Thursday 
30 Daily bazar 

38 Daily bazar; hat on 
Wednesday and Saturday 

6 Daily bazar 

55 Wednesday and Sunday 
79 Tuesday and Friday 

107 Wednesday and Sunday 
123 Thursday. 
124 Monday 

2 Tuesday and Thursday 
80 Daily bazar; hat on 

Wednesday and Sunday 
97 Tuesday and Saturday 

3 Ditto 
13 Daily bazar 
16 Monday. Wednesday and 

Friday 
30 Sunday and Thursday 

37 Sunday. . . 
56 Monday and Thursday 
58 Sunday and Thursday 
71 Tuesday and Friday . 
81 Vlednesday and Saturday 
88 Daily bazar . 
89 Monday and Friday 
90 Tuesday and Saturday 

6 Daily bazar 
38 Ditto 
44 Ditto 

ti2 Ditto 
63 Ditto 
72 Wednesday 

196 

Principal com· 
modities sold 

6 

Ordinary com· 
modities of daily 

consumption 
Ditto 

Remarks 

7 

Ditto Also brass wares: 
Ditto Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto Known as Amtala 
Ditto bazar. 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto" 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto Also a cattle mart. 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto Known as Jalangi 

Bazar. 

Ditto 
Ditto Known as Bhagwan. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

gala Bazar. 

Cattle mart on Sun-
Ditto day only. 
Ditto Locally known as 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Dhulaori Hat. 

Locally known as 
Ditto Saheber Hat. 
Di tto Locally known as 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Rajar Hat. 

Ditto Locally known as 
- Panchraha Bazar. 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 



Serial 
No. 

I 

Police 
Station 

2 

59 Murshidabad 

60 Nabagram 
61 Ditto 

62 Ditto 
63 Ditto 
64 Ditto 
65 Samsergan j 
66 Ditto. 
67 Ditto 
68 Ditto 
69 Ditto 

70 Ditto 

71 
72 

Ditto 
Ditto 

73 Raghunathganj 
74 Ditto. 

75 Ditto 
76 Ditto 
77 Ditto 

78 Suti 

79 Ditto 

80 Ditto 

81 Ditto. 
82 Sagardighi 
83 Ditto 
84 Ditto 
85 Ditto 
86 Ditto 
87 Ditto 
88 Ditto 
89 Ditto 
90 Kandi 

91 Ditto 
92 Ditto 

93 Bharatpur 
94 Ditto 
95 Ditto 
96 Ditto 

97 Ditto 

98 Ditto 
99 Ditto 

100 Ditto 
101 Ditto 
102 Burwan 
103 Ditto 
104 Ditto 
105 Ditto 
106 Ditto 
107 Khargram 
108 Ditto 
109 Ditto 
110 Ditto 
III Ditto 

TABLE lO.2B-LIST OF HATS (MARKETS)-conc1d. 

Name of village 

3 

Hasenpur 

Pasla 
Chupar 

Panch gram 
Gura 
Nabagram 
Beoa 
Beniagram 
Bhabanipur 
Mahadebnagar 
Samserganj ]iolmari 

Paranpara 

Arjjunpur 
Nimtita 

Raghunathganj 
]angipur 

Giria 
Khandua 
Mirzapur 

Ichhlipara 

Punropara 

Ic;hhlampur 

Ahiran 
Banyeswar 
Morgram 
Kismatgadi 
Manigram 
Kherur 
Popara . 
Narasinghapur 
Ganja Sinheswari 
Gokarna 

Mahalandi 
Kandi 

]ajan 
Bharatpur 
Sonarundi 
Salar 

Kagram 

Talibpur 
Kandara 

• 

J.L. 
No. 

4 

101 Friday 

Days of 
marketing 

5 

12 Tuesday and Thursday 
21 Wednesday and Saturday 

23 Sunday and TUf:sday 
35 Sunday 
36 Tuesday 
31 Thursday 
55 Monday and Friday 
59 Tuesday and Saturday 
63 Monday and Thursday 
92 Daily bazar; hat on 

Wednesday and Saturday 
93 Sunday and \Vednesday 

96 Tuesday and Friday 
108 Ditto 

6 Daily bazar 
7 Daily bazar; hat on 

Monday and Friday 

35 "Wednesday and Saturday 
60 Saturday 

131 Daily hazar 

59 Daily bazar; hat on 
\Vednesday and Sunday . 

63 Wednesday and Saturday 

69 Daily bazar; hat on 
Friday 

102 Wednesday and Saturday 
14 Saturday 
30 Ditto 
42 Ditto 
46 Monday and Thursday 
48 Saturday 
88 Tuesday and Friday 

112 Saturday 
184 Ditto 

19 \Vednesday and Sunday 

20 Tuesday and Saturday 
63 Daily bazar; hat on 

Tuesday and Saturday 
9 Daily bazar 

68 Ditto 
96 Ditto 

102 Daily bazar; hat on 
Monday and Thursday 

104 Daily bazar; hat on 
Thursday aud Saturday 

107 Sunday and VVednesday . 
114 Daily bazar; hat on 

Principal com
modities sold 

6 

Ordinary com
modities of daily 

consumption 
Ditto • 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Tuesday and Saturday Ditto 
Sahapur 124 Daily bazar Ditto 
Amlai 130 Ditto Ditto 
Kantur 43 Monday and Friday Ditto 
Burwan 56 Tuesday and Friday Ditto 
Sahara 91 VVednesday and Friday Ditto 
Gram Salika 121 Sunday Ditto 
Panchthupi 149 Daily bazar Ditto 
Jhilli 2 Saturday Ditto 
Indrani 40 Monday and Friday. Ditto 
Margram 88 Ditto Ditto 
Eroali 106 Saturday .. Ditto 
Khargram. .. 139 Daily hazar . . . Ditto 

(By courtesy of the Deputy Dirf'ctor of Agricultural Marketing, \Vest Bengal). 
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Remarkl 

7 

Locally known as 
Hazi Bibidanga. 

Clothes, steel made 
articles locally 
manufactured. 

Locally known as 
Baburhat cattle mart. 

Locally known as 
Kalitalahat. Also 
blankets and brass 
wares available. 

Also silk clothes and 
shirtings available. 

Also lac and clothes 
(silk and ordinary) 
available. 

Also paddy and gUt 
available. 

Locally known as Sat
gachi hazar. Also 
lac and clothes (silk, 
ordinary) available. 

Locally known as 
Tilakganj Hat. 

Also brass wares 
available. 

Also a cattle mart. 



SERIES II. 

VILLAGE DIRECTORY 

This directory renders an account of each Village and each Ward of a Town entered on the 
Jurisdiction Lists for each thana maintained by the Director of Land Records and Surveys, West 
Bengal. It gives the J. L. number, name, and area of the village, and, where inhabited, its 
number of occupied houses, popUlation, number of literates, with the livelihood of the popUla
tion classified into eight major livelihood classes of which four are agricultural and four non
agricultural. The four agricultural livelihood classes are--I-Cultivators of land wholly or 
mainly owned and their dependants, II-Cultivators of land wholly or mainly unowned and 
their dependants, III-Cultivating labourers and their dependants and IV-N on-cultivating 
owners of land; Agricultural rent receivers and their dependants. The .four Non-agricultural 
livelihood classes are persons, including their dependants, who derive their principal means of 
livelihood from V-Production (other than cultivation), VI-Commerce, VII-Transport, 
and VIII-Other services and miscellaneous sources. 

The villages or towns of a thana are grouped under its name and the total of each column 
has been struck for each thana with an account of its rural and urban popUlation. Thanas 
have been arranged according to the census code serial. 

Symbols will frequently be seen against the name of a village or town, and they indicate 
that the institution which the symbol denotes is physically situated within the village. The 
symbols are:-

denotes Primary School P " S " 
High English School 

H " 
Hospitals, A. G. or F. R. E. Hospitals 

D " 
Dispensaries 

Rh " 
Rural Health Centres 

PO 
" 

Post Offices 
M.A. 

" 
Municipal Area .. I •• If .\ . 

Where figures like sP or 2S or 2H, etc. occur they denote that the mouza or town has five 
Primary Schools or 2 High Schools or 2 Hospitals etc. 

J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

SADAR SUBDIVISION 

I P.S. Berhampur Town 

89 Ajodhyanagar . 441'56 186 872 160 76 23 11 63 48 37 614 
21 Andarmanik P .. 1,414'71 342 1.412 228 856 334 32 135 55 
16 Arazi Budhar-

para . 62'53 9 49 7 40 !l 
34 Arazi Chhiruti . 223'96 Uninhabited 
31 Arazi Madhupur 1,147'19 173 694 132 311 128 i66 .' 8 6 74 
8 Bagmara 180'16 57 400 71 287 16 15 8 3 .. 71 
6 Fatepur P. 512·77 95 523 53 4\5 9 24 11 () 58 

96 Baharampur 
Kasari Bazar . 158'06 Included in Urban Area 

27 Bahurul 1,119'78 200 1,158 108 334 286 198 .. 3 6 2 329 
67 Baikun thapur 197'48 67 374 61 256 17 80 4 II 5 .. 1 

82 Bairgachhi P. 1,332'35 615 2,374 328 280 117 386 519 345 34 693 
85 Bairgachhi 

Kanandoem 80'43 Uninhabited 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. o! P0l;lU- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIll 
No. or Village or occupied labon literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

1 P.S. Berltampur Town-contd. 

20 Balarampur 2P, 
PO. 117'22 72 299 4 262 25 5 6 

116 Baliadanga 396'96 51 233 5 143 87 3 
141 Baliharpur 364'98 42 153 114 26 10 ;; 
65 Baninathpur 569'86 153 765 42 468 39 211 14 16 I 16 

105 Banjetia 833'39 194 949 240 25 44 !J 93 14 5 759 
149 Baradaha 586·68 55 258 29 219 16 5 2 16 
39 Bara Satui 560·48 247 1,146 116 219 126 512 85 126 16 62 
43 Basabari 460·76 82 352 12 71 45 4 15 5 212 
22· Basudebkhali 1,006'44 180 787 116 444 21 220 40 4 58 
88 Beliakhari 388'99 ll6 519 71 259 24 72 28 109 27 

122 Benidaspur 466·02 95 506 34 311 47 120 10 4 14 
66 Be.zpara 897'27 209 1.012 88 656 55 234 37 30 
40 Bhagabanbati 704·60 \88 818 274 196 45 195 15 80 121 44 122 
68 Bhatpara 267'49 72 361 21 212 51 86 9 3 
94 Bil Bishnupur '104'25 Included in Urban Area 
28 Bilchauti 279'97 Uninhabited 
93 Bishnupur 162'33 Included in Urban Area 
17 Budharpara 119'58 39 181 12 4 18 4 59 27 69 
12 Bundhaipara 129·28 33 154 29 53 13 10 35 43 
7 Bahara 243'61 85 501 28 211 138 12 140 

58 Chak Chandpara 79·19 Uninhabited 
47 Chak Ka talia . 686'98 70 423 21 t 18 60 45 3 3 194 
81 Chaltia 1,267'72 583 2,475 421 809 425 163 87 142 113 736 
86 Char Begpur . 124·68 58 283 4 152 40 48 40 3 
45 Char Bhaba-

nandapur 177'37 Uninhabited 
48 Char Dangapara 267'51 30 199 7 119 15 3 30 32 
56 Char Halalpur . 132'83 85 453 12 187 136 19 1 I 109 

155 Char Harharia . 270'99} 
152 Char IsJampur . 366·69 Uninhabited 
57 Char Khidirpur 187'54 
52 Char Mahula , 480'78 154 884 12 333 293 d29 9 15 5 
84 Char Narayan-

pur 322·82 40 175 6 96 16 24 39 
156 Char 

Panchananpur 97'95} llninh;tbited 46 Char Sujapur . 380'86 
147 Chhayghari P. . 2,521'08 542 2,687 138 1,286 301 695 18 177 12 198 
119 Chhota Gorabasa 56'07 Uninhabited 

41 Chhota Satui 1,050'23 198 1.053 1~ 653 90 111 114 41 7 37 
49 Chhiruti 278'50 178 859 7 356 10 400 4 89 

133 Chhutipur 939'91 218 1.018 73 568 6 191 177 16 60 
38 Chumarigachha 

P. 1,076'15 228 938 66 48 489 242 150 9 
32 Dabkai 208·75 105 424 39 231 153 31 2 5 2 

136 Dadpur I, 132'91 240 1,307 47 623 36 212 30 300 106 
37 Dakshin Hijal 220·99 Uninhabited 

129 Daulatabad P, 
PO, D. 886'40 243 944 111 411 44 191 111 141 46 

4 Debidaspur 478'39 81 372 13 136 93 143 
143 Dhanaipur 329·38 113 533 27 384 119 7 23 

2 Diha 218·84 75 327 10 134 97 96 
62 Fatesing Diar 944·64 192 1,024 51 427 439 68 2 39 49 
44 Gangadharpur . 137·22 25 187 39 60 16 7 63 28 13 

137 Gangaprasad P. 169'55 27 114 31 66 7 32 6 3 
151 Ganti Baishnab 

Charan 83·08 Uninhabited 
123 Garabasa 134·38 26 152 3 98 18 30 6 
153 Garamgari 245'32 70 452 39 324 39 7 4 9 69 
91 Gar Baharam-

pur 889'68 Included in Urban Area 
126 Gouripur 758'97 130 495 ·19 286 7 42 52 108 

15 Goaljan 2P. 472·05 340 1,484 395 142 4 150 659 54 475 
30 Gobindapur 420'17 129 532 52 341 93 56 21 6 5 10 
.18 Gopjan 2,378'34 623 3,229 1,161 1.401 45 503 617 279 384 
90 Gorabazar 516'45 Included in Urban Area 

131 Goraipur 152'34 42 149 24 115 1 12 4 16 
142 Habipur 382·58 Uninhabited 
148 Hazidanga 366'88 95 571 21 73 45 414 16 7 11 5 
125 Hallumantana-

gar 301·16 20 84 2 59 2 21 2 
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j. L. Name of Village Area. of No. of Popu· No. of I 11 III IV V VI Vll VllI 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town I War.d Town I houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 !J 10 11 12 13 14 

1 p.s. Berhampur Tow Il--con td. 

87 Haridasmati 522·86 395 1,506 117 890 437 107 72 
115 Harirampur 342'34 73 443 35 313 9 74 5 42 
111 Ha tinagar P. 1,787'37 206 795 5~ 399 135 186 25 19 7 24 
146 Hogaldanga 623·52 150 642 54 217 15 381 5 20 2 2 
118 Idilpur 208·01 Uninhabited 
55 Jadupur P. . 841·73 136 580 90 175 276 129 
23 jagannathpur P. 988·72 201 574 98 248 214 82 13 16 

112 Jan Mahammad· 
pur 1,127'95 212 806 24 272 50 370 .3 49 30 32 

121 jhanjha 258'65 43 146 14 86 15 22 14 9 
101 Kalikapur 

Kadamkhandi 248·04 54 176 2 8 [) 19 20 120 
25 Kandibandha 79'29 34 170 11 30 100 37 3 
98 Kantanagar 79'26 Included in Urban Area 

108 Kariagachhi 127'91 Uninhabited 
102 Kasimbazar 

PO, D. 686·34 874 3,655 1,144 96 58 37 8 1,245 828 85 1,298 
150 Kaladanga P. 1,143'24- 279 2,121 489 1,377 285 153 136 170 
77 Kaya 772·02 205 851 40 459 7 38 18 7 322 
36 Katalia P. 1,002'24 211 1, lil 20!) 387 163 31 172 105 313 
97 Khagra 280'89} 
95 Khagra Jay Included in Urban Area 

Chandra 172'94 
75 Kharsadanaa 888·77 193 876 45 480 32 260 17 7 80 
5 Khili 180·85 4 14 4 10 

33 Kodla P. 836'24 200 1,010 58 173 469 89 53 226 
128 Kulbaria 883·98 145 663 39 258 128 222 18 3 34 

1 Lakshanpur 174-69 36 200 8 94 70 32 4 
11 Lakshmi· 

Narayanpur '. 102·31 Uninhabited 
139 Madanpur P. . 668'53 199 980 57 630 60 251 11 2 26 
106 Madapur P. 541'21 35 168 84 12 40 21 11 
92 Madhupur 169·89 Included in Urban Area 

124 Maharajpur 431·13 42 186 32 101 14 7 50 6 8 
29 Majhira P. 536'99 222 1,032 79 847 36 140 2 1 
63 Mankara 354'12 93 339 102 18 9 2 S.l 20 9 198 
64 Math Binkar 112'24 Uninhabited 

144 Mirpur 95·32 Do 
19 Moktarpur 729'18 226 1,221 130 796 23 322 40 13 27 

130 Mukundapur 70'56 8 32 20 12 
120 Muli 123'54 16 84 33 45 0 
114 Muli Arazi 335·73 19 93 6 65 21> 
103 Nagpara 131'95 34 155 13 39 15 44 9 31 17 

9 Naoda 255'36 26 56 7 31 I 24 
76 Naodapanur 937'90 247 1,091 54 486 6 554 27 18 
70 Naopara P. 598·36 100 408 27 250 65 90 2 
13 Nialispara 174'81 88 382 147 53 41 38 103 10 137 

154 Nidhinagar 
Sarsabad P. 1,087'19 375 1,952 103 854 439 135 36 31 23 434 

26 Nischintapur P: 372'62 241 1,126 50 880 63 68 33 12 70 
3 Nutangram 86·75 16 70 23 21 20 

138 Nutanpara P. 341'33 '53 294 17 267 27 
51 Pakamati 

Mahula 503'68 31 181 38 70 91 7 5 8 
80 Pakuria 201·10 126 519 82 178 27 9 46 7 2 250 
72 Panchbaria 199'45 200 380 55 176 27 99 28 29 13 1 7 
53 Par Halalpur 220'56 U niuhabi teu 
54 Par Khidirpur 68'57 Do 

107 Paschim 
Gopinathpur . 204·58 Do 

83 Paschim 
Narayanpur 69'36 15 90 2 16 13 4 7 50 

59 Pratappur 
Chandpara. 258'75 36 137 17 67 12 24 19 5 5 5 

117 Purandarpur 615'65 120 580 10 319 29 219 10 3 
134 Purbba 

Gopinathpur 229'63 17 353 42 320 10 5 ' .. 18 
74 Purbba 

Narayanpur 1,674'20 288 1,288 41 1,118 92 78 
109 Putijol 802'50 187 871 11 513 41 200 37 47 4 29 
73 Rajdharpara P. 1,155'25 271 1,112 49 724 215 12 112 3 46 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of POt>u- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward. Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

1 P.S. Berhampur Town-concld. 

50 Rangamati 
Chandpara 216·71 73 274 10 128 25 93 9 16 3 

10 Raniswar 135·63 20 91 13 34 8 2 47 
140 Ruharpara 336·55 67 245 21 166 11 44 17 2 5 
127 Ruhia P. 511·98 108 538 45 267 14 221 28 4 4 
132 Sadipur 322'84 28 122 18 92 6 15 3 6 
24 Sahajadpur P. 811'20 337 1,504 76 1,295 6 180 11 11 

100 Saidabad 601·27 Included in Urban Area 
60 Samaskar 565·09 32 158 18 55 43 38 3 5 14 

135 Selamatpur 1,942'04 328 1,574 74 1,258 32 229 16 22 17 
79 Sibdanga-

badarpur 695·50 107 465 45 94 69 137 14 74 77 
104 Sibpur 289·13 6 31 2 19 4 1 4 3 
71 Simulia 702'01 141 695 81 339 218 64 7 36 31 
42 Sonadiar 573'06 Uninhabited 

145 Sundalpur PO. 688'81 79 363 26 195 63 91 8 6 
69 Sundipur 989'98 271 1,212 34 859 105 179 20 4 45 
61 Sungai 676'86 69 280 15 37 142 94 7 
78 Tarakpur 1,125'98 162 602 3 207 120 26 8 48 4 189 
14 Tikiapara P. 162'36 31 143 4 13 53 2 75 

110 Udaynagar 259·66 58 305 36 230 15 53 6 
113 Usta 1,048'36 245 1,352 35 1,009 22 293 24 3 
35 Uttar Hijal 752·58 Uninhabited 
99 Kalikapur 207'11 Included in Urban Area 

Berhampur Municipality 
2P, 75, 7PG., 4H, M.A. 

Ward I 2,443 11,533 6,840 329 39 146 1,080 2,655 556 6,728 
Ward II 499 2,773 1,625 111 1 5 14 21 109 157 2,355 
Ward III 3,164 16,844 7,565 552 81 66 369 1,975 3,964 977 8,860 
Ward IV 2,089 11,803 7,555 368 27 18 197 1,746 5,145 447 3,855 
Ward V 1,570 9,016 4,763 541 308 1,832 2,100 286 3,949 
Ward VI 889 3,644 723 39 171 811 618 235 1,770 

Total ]0,654 55,613 29,071 ],940 280 128 1,034 7.465 ]4,59] 2,658 27,517 

Rural 17,761 82,210 9,507 37,922 8,103 12,769 359 5,652 5,564 803 11,038 
Urban ]0,654 55,613 29,071 1,940 280 128 1,034 7.465 14.591 2,658 27,517 

G. Total 80,459'49 28,415 137,823 38,578 39,862 8,383 12,897 1,393 13,117 20,155 3,461 38,555 
acres or 

125'72 
sq. miles 

2 P.5. Beldanga 

72 Alikpur 415·81 60 284 37 275 4 1 3 1 
122 Amarpur 759'95 229 1,111 172 522 246 227 32 50 25 9 
58 Andiran P. 375·25 324 1,394 208 259 138 131 6 454 198 14 194 

138 Andulbaria 2P" 
PO. 3,822'88 643 2,927 256 2,084 38 334 309 66 95 

45 Arazi Giridhari-
pur 62'07 13 59 59 

47 Arazi Jalalpur 85·36 Uninhabited 
91 Arazi Jay-

krishnapur 115·78 92 366 42 263 81 8 2 12 
99 Bachhara P. 1,228'45 448 1,783 164 638 70 723 274 14 12 52 
86 Baidyapur 952·62 Uninhabited 
35 Banamalipur P. 483·38 56 415 48 288 18 2 7 96 4 
38 Barlu 230·11 Uninhabited 
60 Barua 1,050'70 359 1,719 566 73 30 330 369 55 862 
75 Bazarsau P. 663'88 156 590 89 313 11 182 28 7 40 9 
56 Begunbari 486'40 441 2,061 92 935 32 446 126 358 5 159 
51 Beldanga 5P, S, , 

PO, D, H 553·12 1,291 6,286 2,132 506 19 28 149 525 2,634 91 2,334 
18 Betberia 246'23 66 364 40 291 6 64 2 1 
36 Bhabanandapur 235'33 Uninhabited 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu., No. of 1 11 11l IV V VI Vll Vin 

No. or Village or occupied lation literates 
Town/Ward Town/ houses 

Ward 
in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

2 P.S. Beldanga-contd. 

7 Bhabta 4P, PO. 1,773'47 652 3,306 514 1,368 52 893 30 241 274 90 358 
30 Bhabta 

Kharida 66·60 25 101, 14 21 11 62 10 
105 Bidupara P. 1,11.0'54 207 1,127 62 404 552 99 59 3 10 

26 Bhadur P. 1,002'41 202 1,042 169 947 1 64 2 3 8 17 
126 Bikalnagar P. 1,410'76 278 1,386 151 786 168 200 157 23 14 38 
20 Bil Bhandar-

daha 128'27 Uninhabited 
10 Binkar P. 460'45 82 427 56 180 4 7 10 135 50 5 36 
53 Bishannagar 1,525'17 532 2,801 273 1,171 622 531 30 251 33 163 
24 Chaitanyapur, D 457·74 71 323 59 107 38 44 14 19 1 100 

106 Chak Bidupara . 451'65 } Uninhabited 
111 Chak Chand pur 294·73 
57 Chak Hijli . 76'49 279 1,238 52 • 593 127 357 5 50 57 49 
93 Chak Rangapara 111'39 167 750 148 334 184 98 73 8 53 
81 Chand pur . 221·64 156 836 55 240 219 25 139 4 209 
82 Chandpur Diar . 295·19 22 92 3 9~ 
43 Char Diar 155'40 

102 Char Erar-
danga 541'10 

66 Char Kamnagar 431'78 
4 Char Kudla 204·23 
5 Char Kusa- Uninhabited 

danga 152'69 
107 Char Maham-

madpur 321·08 
65 Char Mirzapur 1.207'79 
8J Char Saktipur 114·08 

119 Chhatiani 2P. 936'13 153 875 58 644 19 II 30 171 
100 Dakshin 

Bachhara 1.029'83 267 1,110 120 3ID 36 596 65 33 18 52 
27 Dalua 2P. 689'26 326 1,735 354 463 117 793 142 109 111 
46 Dayanagar 180'38 125 661 51 632 7 22 
49 Debkunda 322'45 541 3,084 416 818 95 1,599 72 74 174 7 245 

89 Dopukharia 117·SO 226 1,226 288 364 7 72 40 579 27 1 136 
130 Ekdala 1,006'81 86 355 33 180 64 62 26 19 4 

9 Gangapur P. 498·72 207 1,120 238 578 50 262 134 20 76 
90 Garduara P. 143·13 98 491 137 179 143 90 24 7 48 
87 Gholla P. 869·45 285 1,411 152 914 20 393 15 53 16 
62 Giridharipur 95'35 Uninhabited 
13 Goalpara 611'77 112 509 13 275 14 179 3 6 32 

134 Gopalpur P. 1,090'31 177 860 70 454 120 218 46 17 5 
12 Gopinathpur 1,248'69 495 2,590 430 1.390 60 431 194 115 7 393 
2 Halalpur 206'81 37 214 27 146 42 22 4 

52 Hareknagar P,S. 860'82 543 2,646 527 723 109 565 143 162 371 573 
127 Hariganja , 179·77 57 316 12 114 53 37 64 32 16 
39 Harinarayanpur 71'35 91 477 44 443 7 18 9 

76 Ismalipur 443·21 60 269 49 141 51 73 2 1 I 

22 Jafrabad 414·52 H 355 31 208 66 43 14 15 \} 

124 Jagamohanpur 450'86 42 196 17 150 1 4 21 8 12 
42 Jalalpur 225·71 357 2,314 668 787 144 579 71 314 264 12 143 
37 Jalalpur Diar . 118'93 Uninhabited 

115 Jalkar Dadpur . 62·24 Do 
123 Janpur 347'41 124 624 29 406 65 82 3 47 5 4 12 

88 Jaykrishnapur 41·97 Uninhabited 
128 Jaynagar 1,289'47 255 1,183 46 788 96 214 66 7 12 

136 Jhikra P. 3,504'82 380 1,958 102 636 842 197 82 165 36 
48 Jbunka 2F. 1,151'18 342 2,056 287 1,127 18 671 179 27 34 

103 Kadkhali P. 578'38 342 1,857 146 830 135 516 240 50 44 42 
25 Kaharpara 142·00 Uninhabited 
67 Kamnagar p, 

PO. . 1,956'17 483 2,527 167 1,698 42 515 87 82 37 66 
125 Kapasdanga 2P. 3,294'11 588 3,132 138 1.380 231 1,235 149 81 55 
135 Kasipur P. 1,656'62 563 2,756 248 1,217 720 671 64 41 43 

77 Kataikona 234'92 254 1,019 51 490 138 298 62 31 
55 Kazisaha P. 492'67 497 2,800 181 1,331 617 767 3 25 17 40 

19 Kheali 103·42 17 80 2 80 
'80 1 Khidirpur 290'14 91 515 53 255 21 14 11 3 131 

133 Kulbaria 517·55 147 695 64 376 91 140 58 10 20 
44 Kumarpur p, 

PO. 530'07 241 1,330 132 483 132 164 332 45 27 147 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of 
No. or Village or occupi.ed 

Town/Ward Town! hOUf.eS 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 

P.S. Beldanga-concld. 

129 Loknatbpur P. 849'49 408 
50 Madda P. 1,647'19 751 
3 Mahala PO. 1,359'64 611 

96 Mahammadpur . 978'98 187 
84 Mahata 255'97 484 
98 Mahatpur 456'92 54 
31 Maheshpur 622·86 188 
11 Mahishasthali 269'82 48 
61 .Mahyampur 539·07 475 
69 Maklispur 386'87 124 

108 Manganpara 1,422'52 139 
92 Manikahar 748·82 482 
54 Maniknagar P. 4,436'93 785 

121 Maradighi 384-67 136 
73 Masimpur P. 739·85 162 

116 Masimpur Diar 1,037-71 46 
63 Meliani 297·77 
78 Mian P. . 646·17 266 
64 Mirzapur P, PO. 1,864'98 1,183 
68 Nagar 202·24 131 
29 Nalkunda 235·07 162 
15 Naoda 1,474-04 525 

120 Naopukhuria P. 2,230'26 584 
95 Narikelbari P. 238·95 198 

132 Nazirpur 1,074'44 364 
21 Palaighata 149·62 89 
94 Palitpara 653'02 330 
85 Panchkatia 101·64 61 
6 Parkatalia 171·58 

112 Pilkhana .. 299'42 81 
14 Pulinda 2P, PO. 1,459'49 536 
34 Radhaballabh-

pur .: 264·69 178 
28 Rameswarpur P. 462·24 345 

114· Ramna Dadpur 
PO. 232·58 160 

104· Ramnagar P. 975·75 278 
110 Rampara Farid-

pur P, PO. 1,547,35 461 
32 Ratangopbati 61-43 
17 Ratanpur P. 412'58 135 

109 Rejinagar P. 590·54 313 
117 Sadatpur 132'31 18 
118 Sadhukhali 445·14 180 

16 Sahapur 266·94 50 
70 Saharbati 176·63 43 
71 Saharbati Diar . 102·93 
79 Saktipur P, S. 2,239'56 742 
8 Sankarpara 52'62 160 

80 Santoshpur 63·15 42 
59 Sarulia 599'41 334 
23 Sattarpur 809·17 124 
74 Sekandarpur 249·94 140 
40 Sibpur 78·09 118 
97 Sompara 2P, 

Rh. 326'62 243 
41 Srikrishna pur 137'28 55 
33 Sujapur 216·48 39 

101 Sujapur . 270·37 99 
137 Sukurpukur P. . 579·68 140· 
113 Takipur P. 747·12 378 
131 Tegharia P. 153·43 167 

Total . 91,716'45 30,063 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

143'31 
sq. miles 

Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
lation literates 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

1,974 97 891 168 715 15 121 34 19 11 
4,157 673 1,324 582 956 8 339 330 13 605 
3,354 400 1,590 281 696 301 261 12 213 

770 88 202 13 378 20 45 90 22 
2,067 459 156 28 75 9 797 471 530 

278 40 68 8 102 81 15 4 
782 55 427 239 46 30 6 34 
282 52 141 77 5 39 20 

2,490 77 1,013 188 419 367 207 23 273 
854 53 764 73 13 2 2 
600 90 241 36 144 2 50 96 31 

2,413 250 1,419 52 552 128 153 1 108 
4,028 517 1,576 429 1,022 4 103 648 3 243 

693 43 394 96 167 19 3 14 
784 122 465 78 64 86 47 44 
329 12 294 35 

Uninhabited 
1,254 103 824 8 49 266 63 39 5 
6,164 373 2,091 608 2,091 156 510 305 18 385 

666 47 300 126 106 106 2 1 25 
860 87 602 144 40 14 60 

2,959 397 2,145 257 441 77 10 29 
3,049 360 1,548 441 804 9 66 104 4 73 

805 103 102 263 243 173 2 22 
1,848 209 1,126 24 425 143 82 48 

429 36 87 20 112 177 5 11 17 
1,335 134 171 351 482 16 145 117 1 52 

350 102 202 30 42 9 67 
Uninhabited 

419 27 385 Il 16 12 
2,714 270 1,489 254 935 6 5 25 

1,087 135 678 48 168 33 110 49 
2,041 194 1,289 13 461 24 103 151 

850 235 402 20 9 271 95 53 
1,471 223 140 484 692 66 19 70 

2,418 360 1,479 14 461 286 80 98 
Uninhabited 

576 109 212 136 190 31 7 
1,548 77 930 85 342 75 23 35 58 

81 4 11 9 56 4 1 
945 102 465 79 326 11 16 22 26 
200 13 128 49 9 5 9 
240 47 111 110 3 1 2 13 

Uninhabited 
3,222 550 1,606 273 760 248 153 44 138 

877 14 398 8 450 2 8 11 
171 8 27 34 !l 102 

1,610 62 1, 144 39 384 2 34 4 3 
523 41 346 9 119 19 14 16 
586 42 348 44 142 26 5 11 10 
637 21 524 12 46 3 9 43 

929 257 50 79 223 33 195 229 120 
293 18 247 3 23 3 17 
334 55 271 28 4 3 23 5 
499 67 265 79 35 96 3 21 
669 92 531 19 75 11 22 10 

1,939 425 1,016 362 459 24 17 30 31 
749 54 326 75 249 64 11 24 

151,339 19,264 68,648 11,829 33,703 963 13,201 10,595 828 11,572 
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]. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 14 

3 P.S. Nawada 

5 Alampur P. 1.346'10 361 1.439 274 373 519 260 136 10 141 
2 Arazi Biharia 61.52 Uninhabited 

10 Bali P. 4.302:22 1.135 5.909 556 4.001 185 1.466 136 70 51 
13 Bhagabanpur 122'04 Uninhabited 
16 Bundainagar 1.471 :54 473 1,951 296 529 407 906 48 18 43 
3 .. Chandabad P. 793'09 118 584 73 389 169 26 

19 Chandkati 1,827'06 324 1.439 35 620 311 231 2 16 28 231 
38 Chandpur P, D. 2.144-63 595 3.421 740 1.606 101 262 514 230 196 512 
23 Char Fazilnagar 169-25, 
21 Char Garibpur . 225·40 
37 Char Kanainagar 188'27 
24 Char Madhupur 184'15 
31 Char Narayan- Uninhabited pur 92-30 
39 Char Radha-

nagar 183'62 
25 Char Suranga-

pur 118'84 
9 Dakatiapota P .. 3,468'91 148 815 66 529 117 165 1 3 
7 Dudhsar 2P. 973'68 313 1,749 78 826 284 572 16 8 43 

33 Edrakpur 3.129'65 584 2,388 258 875 211 551 277 197 21 256 
20 Gangadhari P. , 1.349'96 241 1,290 41 487 173 518 20 64 4 24 

1 Ghoramara P, 
D. 1.257'76 195 892 245 199 273 223 22 145 23 7 

12 Goghata P. 1,955'24 572 2.959 33 689 89 1,673 31 252 79 20 126 
29 Jagaipur P. 1.849'85 158 659 173 434 7 142 49 6 21 
27 Kanapara . 94'01 43 199 6 34 83 82 

4 Kedar Chand-
pur. PO. 2.818'71 481 2,498 249 905 683 318 16 366 63 147 

35 Mahammadpur 
P. 1,823'42 511 2.424 145 254 436 881 31 391 95 336 

18 Madhupur 4.472'07 900 4.081 275 1.599 469 1,193 394 189 24 213 
22 Moktarpur 75'25 Uninhabited 
15 Pareshnathpur 

P. PO. 1,150'30 202 887 178 387 301 103 69 12 15 
30 Paschim Char 

Brindabanpur 305'22 225 1.170 20 339 296 336 11 184 4 
36 Pa tikabari 3P, 

S. H. D. 1.417'66 740 3.482 360 733 109 2.013 27 .64 195 2 239 
32 Purba Char 

Brindabanpur 161'82 Uninhabited 
6 Ramna Chand-

pur S. 2,575'36 947 4.230 308 1.846 1.136 993 105 51 99 
17 Raypur P. 3,462'14 327 1.356 30;7 528 392 19 55 26 336 
28 Sakua P. 858'25 158 612 65 160 159 126 103 23 41 
8 Sarbbangapur 

2P. S. PO. 6,486'50 940 4.803 566 1.967 1,566 710 168 241 7 144 
34 Sibnagar 130·01 131 712 8 185 266 241 14 6 
14 Sona tikri P. 1.460'91 542 2,745 212 1.193 684 732 74 30 3 29 
26 SUrangapur, S, 

D. PO. 1.162'20 305 1,385 221 612 78 286 72 9 328 
11 Tungi P; PO. 1,196'12 520 2.573 313 635 372 390 453 454 34 235 

Total 56,865'03 12,189 58,652 6,096 22,934 9,876 15,418 643 3,764 2,272 119 3,626 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

8S'85 
sq. miles 

4 P.S. II ariharpara 

3 Bainpur 541'54 83 359 3 290 69 
4 Balarampur 201·60 29 110 1 89 18 3 

14 Baruipara P. 1.078'27 280 993 96 507 24 181 16 141 50 74 
25 Bhandardaha 988'58 80 353 45 86 64 131 57 11 4 
27 Biharia P. 4.264'56 793 3.473 334 1.809 623 727 201 29 84 
22 Bil Bhandar-

daha 431·18 Uninhabited 
Bochadanga 1.161·74 152 740 4 608 4 128 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Po~u- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town I houses 
Ward 

in acres 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

4 P.S. H ariharpara--'-Concld. 

49 Char Bhagirath-
pur 

25473 } 63 Char Malopara . 340·58 
55 Char Sibnagar . 335·94 Uninhabited 
40 Char Tekona 124·39 
8 Chotta Sahar-

basa 100·23 
59 Choa P, PO, Rh. 4,947'14 719 3,090 249 1,535 563 709 34 111 23 115 
33 Dasturpara 1,358·55 332 1,509 48 1,245 39 53 8 164 
45 Dharampur 385'49 80 286 37 188 33 21 5 I 38 
46 Dharampur 

Ramna 1,042·80 \66 769 47 431 188 114 21 11 3 
36 Fatepur 

Gobindapur 491·33 110 484 32 371 4 60 40 4 5 
61 Gaznipur 1,776'12 3t1. 1,370 137 596 405 266 38 14 51 

2 Gobindapur P. 121-45 50 257 36 184 49 2 16 6 
32 Hariharpara P, 

D. 2,976,33 545 2,577 268 1,522 215 321 26 144 72 277 
11 Harispur 398·36 89 438 30 266 49 60 21 22 20 
34 Hosenpur 904·69 83 371 7 203 I 144 17 I 5 
26 Jagannathpur 1,995'42 307 1,427 205 742 361 288 25 5 6 
18 Jamalpur 523·64 91 397 25 326 2 69 
35 Jamira 428·78 36 201 3 103 81 17 
44 Jamlabad 112·95 13 43 29 11 3 
42 Janarddanpnr 190·04 25 146 3 71 47 28 
57 Jaykrishnapur 885·66 167 652 15 391 111 89 41 8 12 
5'2 Jhanjha 273·01 Uninhabited 
10 Jitarpur 607-41 59 458 41 314 5 95 26 r 17 
50 Kaludiar 86·53 102 561 6 423 19 22 30 67 
5 Khalsi 345·57 11 61 2 41 20 

43 Khamarbati 485·14 87 342 14 202 47 80 9 0 4 
15 Khidirpur 2P. 1,457,58 460 1,994 249 752 18 t.,001 4 87 43 89 
12 Khosalpur 249·54 51 233 5 183 41 7 2 
17 Kismat Imadpur 4,064,66 715 3,414 480 2,042 219 542 13 226 60 2 310 
37 Kumripur 

Patharghata . 528·76 68 292 15 215 1 32 4 11 29 
20 Lalnagar P. 1,298'91 273 1,245 84 655 142 357 41 18 32 
47 Lochanmati 

Dangapara P. 1,962,10 235 906 22 591 17 43 40 29 186 
23 Mahishmara P. 373·94 207 864 103 351 147 273 49 12 32 

7 Mamlatpur 78·27 70 340 5 233 107 
13 Masurdanga 1,095'23 141 676 40 498 31 104 37 3 3 
31 Nasipur P. 231-61 182 902 60 371 214 133 29 10 145 
56 Padmanabhpur . 797·70 512 2,668 239 1,357 433 232 35 158 141 29 283 
19 Pradipdanga . 1,076'65 245 809 II 551 33 199 20 6 
29 Pratappur p, 1,922'85 536 2,463 453 466 1,243 109 9 116 34 486 
39 Ramkrishna pur 

P. 484,70 184 791 53 322 116 74 95 173 11 
24 Rampara 354·88 198 817 103 285 227 168 84 11 42 

9 Raypur P. 1,437:82 162 1,391 73 971 58 335 10 17 
30 Rukunpur P. 

PO, D. 5,752,03 976 4,453 592 2,782 597 653 243 60 118 
62 Sahajadpur P. 1,169'49 325 1,672 142 795 183 302 3 142 119 128 

6 Saharbasa 162·70 57 257 3 170 87 
38 Sankarpur P. 1,044·13 272 1,254 119 609 28 300 3 175 72 67 
58 Sarbbangapur 444,49 55 252 19 47 6 30 91 68 10 
53 Siddhinandi 248·01 121 629 46 157 122 48 3 269 30 
16 Simulia Jot 87·43 Uninhabited 
60 Sripur 2,280,79 206 842 31 414 156 197 67 2 tj 

51 Sundalpur P. 253·81 110 631 22 380 78 2 33 33 105 
54 Swaruppur P. 927·71 605 2,806 324 541 609 692 2 563 157 22 220 

PO. 
48 Tartipur P. 921·23 518 2,453 420 894 208 156 726 64 404 
28 Tehatta 1,307'91 306 1,243 107 421 316 426 40 14 26 
41 Tekona P. 201-45 99 710 55 344 250 79 9 13 15 
21 Tekpara 53·00 21 96 15 39 53 4 

Total 62,429'13 12,710 58,570 5,578 30,008 8,087 10,608 209 4,341 1,445 123 3,749 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

97'54 
sq. miles 
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J . L. Name of- village 
No. or 

Town/Ward 

2 

5 P.S. DomkaZ 

77 Aminabad P. 
55 Ara:d Garibpur 
39 Azirnganja Gola 
72 Bagdanga 
11 Bagharpur 

Ramna 
12 Bajitpur P. 
6 Baniakhali 

36 Batkarnari P. 
22 Bazeapti 

Paikmari 
46 Bhagirathpur 

3P, S, PO. 
35 Bhatsala 
28 Bilaspur 
65 Bil Damas . 
66 Bil Nayankhali . 
50 Brindabanpur 

Chak P. . 
33 Chak Bhikhari . 
53 Chak Laskarpur 

P. . 
58 Chandpur P. 
61 Char Jitpur 
64 Char Juranpur 
47 Char Kaludiar 
62 Char Kusbaria . 
80 Char Momenpur 
54 Char Padma-

nabhpur . 
2 Char Panchan-

anpur P. . 
36 Char Sahajadpur 
52 Char Salikadaha 
48 Char Sundalpur 

4 Char Syampur 
P. 

63 Charunagar . 
60 Dakshin Jitpur 
75 Dakshin 

Nagar 
3 Dakshin

Panchananpur 
19 Daser Chak . 
24 Debottar 

Lakshmi
narayanpur 

17 Dhulauri P. 
42 Domkal P, S, 

PO, H, D. 
44 Ganrabaria 
81 Garaimari P, 

Rh. 
57 Garibpur p, H. 
34 Gobindapur p, 

PO. 
2! Gokul Chak 
5 Gokulpur 

Gobindapur 
87 Harisankarpur 

P. 
10. Hetanpur 
40 J ayrampur 
76 Jhaubaria 
15 Jitpur 3P, S, 

PO. 
37 J orgachha 
20 Jot Kanai 
74 Juginda P. 
67 Juranpur P. 
8 Kalabaria 

68 Kalyanpur 

Area of No. of 
Village or occupied 

Town I houses 
Ward 

in acres 

3 

1,459'54 
69'53 

173·97 
614·15 

1,507'73 
93'77 

519·75 
472·37 

103·97 

1,128'10 
833·05 
778·70 
130·21 
99·50 

559·54 
85·37 

155'95 
702'06 
129'421 

234'
38 l 63·48 

60·20 
394·80 I 
2fl3·73) 

277'28 
157'98} 
235·28 
72·36 

435·21 
208· 15 
304·25 

568·54 

245'29 
583·55 

4 

417 
7 

117 
132 

431 
177 
197 
59 

686 
179 
14l:1 

100 
51 

307 

143 

94 
55 

221 

108 

132 

1,067'81 147 
1,852'75 328 

651·46 148 
637·06 174 

5,823'49 1,345 
2,192'71 525 

512·23 147 
370·38 90 

1,112'30 436 

1,224'96 129 
88·85 69 

576·05 79 
909·18 81 

3,08t-43 394 
388·82 76 

1,720'26 233 
2.961,25 646 
1,634'23 330 

534·42 10 
80·32 92 

Popu- No. of 
lation literates 

5 

2,033 
66 

538 
628 

1,907 
796 

1,147 
241 

3,220 
917 
762 

458 
174 

1,606 

803 

624 
279 

1,506 

483 

571 

584 
1,352 

698 
788 

7,863 
3,919 

628 
403 

2,495 

550 
328 
373 
321 

1,902 
400 

1,014 
2,742 
1.682 

62 
415 

6 

100 

54 
28 

86 
273 
218 

538 
162 
38 

36 
5 

215 

39 

47 
4 

699 

12 

32 

24 
92 

181 
5 

347 
482 

37 
23 

134 

45 
1 

25 
33 

78 
1 

18 
225 
135 

10 

206 

I II III IV 

7 8 

907 405 
48 

202 
306 12 

1,057 31 
105 
292 284 
218 5 

Uninhabited 

457 206 
353 89 
412 90 

Uninhabited 
Uninhabited 

259 29 
. 94 12 

Uninhabited 
499 102 

Uninhabited 

461 120 

Uninhabited 

442 41 
52 37 

103 10 

296 53 

Uninhabited 
387 49 

9 

247 
16 

227 

651 

198 
4 

213 

239 

142 
1 

159 

12'2 
25 

92 

237 
847 

72 176 

141 
505 

4,611 
1,705 

381 
184 

905 

315 
179 
193 
131 

1,157 
377 
565 

1,754 
696 
62 
86 

67 253 

156 7 
234 41 

659 1,793 
381 524 

5 63 
103 79 

599 921 

23 111 
28 
14 
29 

44 635 
6 

143 250 
134 31 
344 484 

127 101 

10 

26 

.. 
2 

27 

14 

83 

5 

24 

15 
23 

9 

V 

11 

117 
2 

95 
50 

6 
276 
82 

900 
135 

5 

7 
Hi 

208 

19 

1 
1,058 

9 

HI 

19 
67 

.. 
S 

370 
808 

64 
11 

7 

40 
10 
21 
6 

27 

51 
333 
71 

6 

VI 

12 

22 

26 
5 

56 
170 
39 

564 
162 

6 

12 
2 

173 

40 

15 
164 
132 

9 
47 

77 

180 
288 

18 

8 

36 
28 

101 

18 

103 
34 

79 

VII VIII 

13 

13 

9 

24 

10 

11 

16 

14 

309 

215 
26 

79 
245 
225 

14 

788 
178 

10 

4 
49 

600 

4 

4 

193 

125 

56 
48 

317 
3 

250 
213 

97 
17 

46 

25 
72 
44 

155 

21 
17 
5 

387 
53 



J,L, Name of village Area of No, of Popu- No, of I II III IV V VI VII VIn 
No, or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

5 p,,), Domkal-concld, 

38 Katakopra 995,17 123 546 11 361 33 l1U 11 6 25 
86 Khidirpara 453'56 56 252 13 106 33 77 34 2 
8'2 Kuchemora p, 381,87 221 974 84 503 234 171 32 3 31 
88 Kupila 1,402'06 389 2,088 119 1,018 257 400 4 192 92 25 100 
69 Kusbaria p, 947'14 215 1,118 110 482 61 441 37 30 67 
43 Lakshmina th pur 1,605'95 501 2,266 281 1,005 110 285 8 277 365 216 
71 Madhurkol PO, 368'82 2Ul 926 131 291 24 110 287 88 126 
14 Mahabubnagar 654,68 58 410 20 310 21 71 M 
45 Malatipur 337'64 132 '554 23 270 112 85 70 17 
32 Mamudpur 324·03 76 0307 10 159 10 21 5 16 96 
,')9 Par Diar 1,134'29 286 1,930 130 327 499 44 183 201 75 2 599 
23 Par Raghunath-

pur p, 1,684'85 208 844 47 545 13 194 37 17 13 25 
70 Pirojpur 276,78 73 471 44 289 10 38 13 44 23 54 
38 Ramna-Etbar 

nagar Basanta-
pur 1,056'07 437 2,049 100 506 62 305 4 707 233 232 

16 Radhakantapur 1,075'60 115 500 13 390 48 58 4 
29 .Raypur P. 2,639'74 148 3,499 252 1,794 319 1,107 19 187 20 3 5U 
51 Subdalpur 1,530,90 262 1,153 58 573 190 212 131 16 30 
83 Sahadiar P. 1,471-06 187 753 39 354 62 269 32 3 33 
13 Sambhunagar 76,62 9 55 51 4 
27 SekhaJipara , 1.255'42 117 586 25 410 44 92 6 11 23 
49 Sibnagar-Laskar-

pur 2P. 2,481'97 899 4,453 384 2,191 442 66 44 255 195 1,259 
7 Sripatipur 259,68 51 303 13 146 38 IOU 12 7 

73 Sultanpur . 1,178'73 191 800 14U 373 275 44 79 29 
25 Taraf Rasulpur-

Patnipara 3,056'91 720 3,618 16U 2,338 123 1,028 70 23 36 
84 Srikrishnapur 1,025'59 155 674 76 434 12 55 173 
41 Maniknagar 463'62 124 574 45 341 134 82 13 4 
78 Masdanga 427,42 Uninhabited 
9 Masimpur 468,59 48 194 4 139 5 10 11 4 25 

1<5 Mohanpur 680'29 91 454 12 331 21 90 5 7 
79 Momenpur P. 2,302'60 481 2,359 177 1,084 378 681 135 31 6 44 
31 Narajpur 313,01 36 160 I 66 19 62 10 3 
18 Paikmari P. 1.178'62 145 656 42 455 47 147 6 

1 Panohananpur 486'42 Uninhabited 
26 Bhaduripara Not used 

Total 75,166'82 15,996 82,804 7,046 39,623 7,992 14,467 605 7,771 3,990 143 8,213 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

117'45 
sq. miles 

6 P,S. Julangi 

35 Arazi Sadipur , 122,75 Uninhabited 
9 Arazi Sibnagar , 475·18 8 8 

20 Arazi Sipahi 
Chak . 25,54 24 126 3 47 5 74 

11 Azimpur , 182'90 6 34 2 32 2 
25 Baro Bil Raghll-

nathpur 5,300,22 425 2,158 152 1.279 313 243 31 17 275 
21 Baram'asia p, 1,101'54 199 824 72 438 69 115 121 23 58 
42 Bhaduriapara p, 250,89 61 340 19 203 38 55 1 8 6 29 
38 Bilaspur 

N achharerpara 
Bil Bharat 

582'83 378 1,705 112 953 57 262 19 137 30 247 

Gobindapur 948'73 4 20 2U 
22 Chak Ram-

prasad 17'96 120 477 18 293 71 107 6 
44 Char 

Chandanpur 
Sahar 

284'
521 43 Char Gopalpur 

Uninhabited Khasmahal . 16,14 
2 Damasbil 223'70 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town! houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

6 P.S. ] alangi-{;oncld. 

16 Dayarampur P, 
PO. 403-84 167 818" 49 319 153 8 144 11 183 

4 Debipur P. 4,626'41 917 3,816 203 2,134 429 1,046 10 109 14 74 
6 Dhanirampur 1,972'35 216 983 25 677 125 24 31 9 117 

40 Faridpur 4,753'66 697 3,028 141 2,056 90 438 9 133 48 254 
18 Ghanasyam 

Chak 683·17 251 1,295 44 819 118 267 26 65 
14 Godagari 1,135'18 303 1,376 142 732 274 24 62 37 247 
23 Hare Krishna-

pur P. 659·11 107 469 17 236 30 121 29 50 3 
34 Harisankarpur 60'00 8 172 12 160 12 
45 Hazrahati 

Mirganj 245'22 69 407 31 319 2 65 10 11 
31 Ikuri 768'08 Uninhabited 
29 ]aykrishnapur 847'78 450 2,351 242 566 272 206 3 820 143 4 337 

7 Kazipara P. 781·06 441 2,042 153 1,056 126 155 38 402 163 102 
3 Khayramari 

P, D. 3,803'40 869 3,790 1813 2,166 133 956 302 87 146 
32 Madhubona 627·31 143 757 40 475 5 87 29 40 121 
26 Muradpur 

Arazi 362'50 525 2,529 237 1,016 279 52 33 240 88 8 813 
30 Muradpur 

]alangi p, D. 1,437'51 757 3,671 624 817 493 548 786 456 11 560 
28 Nandalalpur 94·73 25 114 8 37 13 30 2 5 27 
27 Nandalalpur 

Arazi 18'32 10 28 14 1 4 5 15 2 1 
19 Narsingpur P. 891'96 213 977 113 285 256 164 120 85 67 

5- Natial 1,629'27 514 2,358 127 1,456 191 526 116 50 19 
36 Paranpur 174·36 Uninhabited 
15 Paraspur 129'11 52 291 45 76 8 72 5 130 
17 Raghunathpur 39'99 Uninhabited 
13 Ramnarayan-

para 209·58 64 263 5 142 34 73 6 8 
24 Ramprasad 

Chak Arazi 2)6'42 Uninhabited 
37 Sadikhanr Diar 

P, S, PO, H, 
D. 696'21 261 1,221 214 694 87 56 38 163 183 

39 Sadipur 209·53 8 28 8 23 4 
10 Sagarpara p, 

PO,D, Rh. 4,482'78 1,493 7,812 482 4,005 643 826 184 646 421 3 1,084 
8 Sahebnagar P .. 1,772,03 333 1,889 86 1,117 160 101 69 31 411 

33 Sahebrampur P. 4,256'82 926 4,947 388 1,947 181 207 645 1,017 950 
41 Tikarbaria 

Kalkihara 810·32 279 1,500 122 680 86 594 46 19 4 71 
12 Udaynagar Diar 766'21 76 416 22 284 30 59 19 10 14 

Tolal 49,097'12 11,392 55,040 4,159 27,568 4,775 7,451 417 5,183 3,011 36 6,599 
<Entirely Rural> acres or 

76'71* 
sq. miles 

* Excludes 9·21 sq. miles allocated to West Bengal by Bagge Commission. The awarded area is contiguous to Jalangi P.S. 

LALBAGH 
SUBDIVISION 

7 P.S. MUfshidabad 

73 Akbarpur 481'85} Uninhabited 68 Akherighata 182·28 
67 Aliganj 71·41 10 20 20 
30 Arazi 

Mathurapur 85'62 42 174 116 7 9 42 
9 Arazi Saikuli 130'S9} Uninhabited 19 Ayesbag 219·29 

26 Bali 1,273'75 234 1,017 44 465 113 2· 201 32 204 
93 Banoaripur 85·93 Uninhabited 
21 Bansbari 484·21 105 406 106 47 26 7 ., 3 2 321 
22 Baramganj 237·65 42 209 2 14 77 10 108 
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Area of 
]. L. Name of Village Village or No. of 
No. or Town/ occupied Popu- No. of 

Town/Ward Ward houses lation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

7 P.S. M ursltidabad--conhl. 

75 Baranda Sib-
nagar 646·77 161 682 571 8 21 5 77 

103 Bati P. 707'37 182 902 220 537 10 18 51 21 265 
57 Bazar Mansur 

Khan· 92'47 Included in Urban Area 
94 Begumnagar 1.719,09 148 585 38 421 8 ::l 15 7 132 
37 Bele 358·80 30 140 4 89 13 5 4 29 
14 Belun 1,389'46 202 886 75 558 43 16 24 25 14 206 
95 Bhartadoba 52·25 Uninhabited 
79 Bhatpara 158·10 24 76 20 1 55 
28 Birampur 261,57 68 299 41 170 :50 22 77 
54 Budhaspara 78,47 Included in Urban Area 
13 Budhra P. 253·05 41 195 10 100 49 3 43 
15 Chainpara 280·22 174 785 4 128 35 269 353 
89 Charchatra 555'40} Uninhabited 

104 Char Ramipur 199·36 
69 Chirakuti 

Samserganj 79·72 8 34 1 15 2 17 
24 Chunakhali 660'33 92 373 5 177 12 13 97 74 
4 Dahapara PO. 208·69 7 43 9 34 3 6 

102 Dangapara p, 
PO. 676·32 295 1,478 154 767 121 (j 154 50 8 372 

2 Dhamua 374,31 53 234 63 26 5 140 
90 Dharmmapur P. 987,20 289 1,494 61 671 19 65 51 207 481 
11 Diar Chaitanpur 392,31 45 206 21 164 5 19 8 1 9 
74 Dilalpur . 383'88 86 374 23 171 17 26 55 10 95 

g Elahiganj 114'41 103 431 25 157 14 105 95 28 32 
5 Farrabag' 98·91 47 215 40 28 8 43 66 12 58 

32 Gauribag 61·02 24 68 3 68 
31 Gauripur Khas-

taluk 151'15 44 159 9 5 151 3 
3 Gerddahabeli 73'62 Uninhabited 

20 Gobindapur 
Lakheraj 172-41 46 174 17 10 52 3 109 

50 Golapbag 56'51 Included in Urban Area 
84 Gopalnagar 147,24 15 100 23 69 7 '1 17 
23 Gopinathpur 88,60 Uninhabited 
85 Gudhia P. 1,100'94 559 2,152 67 1,191 8 72 131 6 744 
45 Haibatganj 73,81 Uninhabited 

1 Haidarpur P. 320'46 67 351 26 324 7 lU )0 
40 Hamdampur 85,67 • 9 42 22 5 4 11 
27 Hanri Bhanga 485,09 90 391 36 229 41 8 5 29 79 
46 Haramati Jhil 254·04 Uninhabited 

101 Hasenpur 1,358,75 393 1,839 207 882 86 53 64 180 49 525 
77 Hasnabad 110'18 113 514 36 173 35 2 24 28b 
49 Hosennagar 78·80 Included in Urban Area 

100 Hulaspur 545·71 148 798 45 298 2 68 48 382 
82 ]afrabad 164'56 148 633 4 318 16 7 51 • II 233 
62 ]afraganj 180·42 included in Urban Area 
48 Kadamsarif 217,04 8 28 13 15 
76 Kalikapur 491·52 38 190 17 91 12 87 
81 Kamalpur 143·55 16 64 10 7 (j 8 17 7 19 
91 Kanksa 1,667'78 144 567 43 366 4 l:I 31 1 157 
83 Kapasdanga P. :. 697·28 249 1,064 58 706 28 54 14 262 
70 Karimabad . 110'95} 
64 Karimabadganj . 53·79 Included in Urban Area 
52 Kella Nezamat . 81·57 
39 Khanpur 889·10 43 246 5 124 20 8 94 
12 Khosbag P. 245·19 109 464 39 190 103 29 45 3 94 
41 Kumarpara 108·81 28 94 4 21 23 17 33 
87 Kumirdaha 1.052'71 137 535 37 389 16 34 7 89 
58 Kumrapur 141'241 65 Kurmitola 195·43 Included in Urban Area 
44 Lalbag 99·96 
71 Mahimapur 287·02 
36 Mathurapur 163'80 26 101 26 40 8 53 
42 Matijhil 287·99 2 24 14 10 
60 Mogaltuli 82'63} Included in Urban Area 
55 Naginabag 56'21 
'72 Naoda 494,65 Uninhabited 
63 Nasipur 348·43 InclUded in Urban Area 
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Area of 
J. L. Name of Village Village or No. of Popu- No. of 
No. or Town! occupied lation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIn 

Town/Ward Ward houses 
in acres 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

7· P.S. M urshidabad---concld. 

97 Neoai Khamar-
para 731-10 96 343 33 241 80 2 I 19 

86 Nesta 561'26 102 465 43 388 10 7 60 
96 Palasdanga 85·28 36 161 27 63 18 2 18 60 
38 Paschim 

Gobindapur 119'30 Uninhabited 
47 Pilkhana 60·42 10 38 5 38 
29 Prasadpur P. 92·51 51 196 19 45 93 27 31 
98 Purbba 

Gobindapur 509·22 95 357 II 220 4 6 4 123 
7 Raitanbag P. 88·22 163 718 28 341 54 129 8 25 105 56 

53 Rajabazar 62'14 Included in Murshidabad Municipality 
33 Rambhadrapur . 519'83 61 262 14 115 32 15 100 
80 Ramdaspur . 137'56 20 98 12 8 I 2 75 
99 Rampur 576'64 63 236. 48 181 12 15 28 
66 Ransagar 316·40 77 350 50 73 170 5 20 24 58 
6 Rosnaiganj 124'10 31 169 37 87 32 9 41 

56 Sabjikatra 244'95 20 98 29 34 16 48 
43 Sahamatgang 101'15 Uninhabited 
'~l Sahanagar 65·78 Included in Urban Area 
ttl Saikuli 581·68 89 403 27 149 165 19 19 5 45 
35 Sani Baharapara 

P. 569'87 121 538 46 226 31 281 
16 Sanyasidanga 938·50 320 1,374 93 335 80 412 34 87 238 25 163 
78 Sasidharpur 689·32 66 286 39 97 3 9 14 163 
92 Singa P. 545·12 72 303 58 158 15 11 119 
61 Syampur 

Haydargan.i 183'09 Included in Urban Area 
J7 Talgachhi 1,042,33 441 2,192 238 689 269 663 20 187 25 3 336 
88 Tentulia P. 857·82 444 2'306 218 1,367 45 439 5 216 63 171 
25 Tiktikipara 595·01 137 629 54 394 99 19 117 
34 Topkhana 168'95 32 125 13 2 9 3 3 15 93 
18 Ukta 455·41 84 312 24 125 81:1 20 IU 31 38 
59 Urddu Baza.r 82·70 l.ncluded in Urban Area 

Murshidabad Municipality 
D, S, 3PG, H, M.A. 

Ward J 902 4,774 2,622 205 14 7 40 809 936 231 2,542 
Ward II 667 2,979 1,098 139 7 8 44 556 759 50 1,416 
Ward III 263 1,086 438 66 51 29 87 320 25 508 
Ward IV 324 1,531 448 157 19 5 92 78 231 26 923 
Ward V. 74 376 230 7 35 5 39 1 289 

• Total 2,230 10,756 4,836 574 91 20 240 1.535 2,285 333 5,678 

Rural 7,575 33,815 2,749 16,278 1,951 2,537 225 2,687 1,658 253 8,226 
Urban 2,230 10,756 4,836 574 91 20 240 1,535 2,285 333 5,678 

G. Total 38,512'57 9,805 44,571 7,585 16,852 2,042 2,557 465 4,222 3,943 586 13,904 
acres or 

61·76 
sq. miles 

8 P.S. }iaganj 

31 Amaipara 598·81 114 459 4 57 9 7 40 346 
26 Ambamagar 100·49 72 291 34 139 58 21 35 7 31 
58 Aminabazar 144·99 17 75 1 7 63 3 1 1 
43 Asanpur 125'72 34 143 101 42 
39 Azimganj 207'57 Included in Urban Area 
27 Bagdahar 255·35 21 125 1 51 71 3 
61 Bageswarbati 46·92 Uninhabited 
15 Bahadurpur 390·70 98 377 81 55 8 11 163 44 4 92 
40 Baranagar 569·48 53 334 31 71 235 1 1 26 
29 Begampur 101'21 13 43 14 10 ti 13 
22 Beliapukur 361'56 27 95 3 47 2 7 3 36 
53 Bf'nipur 1,444'47 135 618 18 55 434 60 38 8 23 
33 Bhelladanga 175'52 Uninhabited 
10 Bhriguram ba ti 67'34 42 178 16 32 I 25 66 35 6 13 
54 Bil Chand pur 45·98 Uninhabited 
25 Bilkandi 132'41 83 387 45 186 33 85 16 32 35 
17 Chaipara 183·76 3 19 19 
52 Chandabag 128·74 25 97 57 27 12 
24 Chandipur 254'98 1 1 1 
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Area of 
J. L. Name of Village Village or No. of 
No. or Town/ occupied Popu- No. of 

Town/Ward Wara houses lation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

8. P . .). Jiaganj--concld. 

49 Char Mahimapur 175·02 61 298 17 154 118 23 3 
42 Chhalimpur 118'51 Uninhabited 
66 Dakshin 

Ganespur P. 210·04 30 151 22 6 2 121 
55 Darura 

165'
311 4 Debipur 113·22 

J. L. No. 56. 7 Durgapur 56·14 Nil 
35 Enatalibag 25'34 
44 Fatejangpur 222·73 3 6 6 
37 Fatejangpur 

Diar 311'34 300 1,221 347 38 244 44 690 205 
57 Fauzbag 52'51} Nil Uninhabited 11 Fayejpur . 19·88 
63 Ghanasyampur . 330·61 28 133 2 17 41 75 
14 Goljarbag . 83·19 92 330 43 38 167 42 7 76 
19 Gujasita Rampur 238'69 2 9 8 I 
56 J akhirabag . 55·98 26 135 9 42 35 16 42 
21 Jayenpur 387·86 88 409 31 292 15 6 29 25 42 
6 Jiaganj 94'52 6 26 18 1 11 14 

45 Kaltapara . 64·85 Uninhabited 
28 Kanchannagar 60·22 f' 26 22 4 
60 Kasibati 64·20 77 294 49 50 46 145 10 2 11 30 
5 Kasiganj 10c·70 Uninhabited 

41 Kusumkhola 586'71 38 100 66 34 
50 Lalkuthi 140·83 86 340 19 83 10 149 8 6 7 19 58 
51 Madhusudanba ti 358·02 64 297 49 92 123 7 26 
46 Mahinagar 301·39 33 198 20 110 71 12 5 
47 Mahinagar Diar 

P .. 147'88 63 271 8 88 89 94 
38 Mansurganj 45'99} Uninhabited 34 Mirnasirerpol 231·01 
48 Mirpur 67'18 19 85 77 8 
64 Mukundabag P. 113·58 61 250 21 162 38 21 8 2 19 
20 Narayanpur 93-37 15 64 12 45 I 6 
13 Nehalia 48·48 } Uninhabited 36 Panisali 99'74 
2 Payasti Kati-

ganga 296-71 78 428 19 191 32 39 14 44 4 104 
8 Raghunandan-

bati 18·06 Uninhabited 
23 Raichandpur 179·35 2 11 5 6 5 
62 Rajbari 129-67 33 138 42 17 2 68 13 23 15 
30 Ramnagar 116·32 41 154 10 73 40 8 33 
32 Ramtanugram 66'68} Uninhabited 3 Sadek bag 94-21 
18 Sadek Sarai 83-94 26 111 7 31 10 19 II 40 
12 Saiduganj 33'80} Uninhabited 59 Sati Chauraha 97'10 
65 Satlakshmi 676·29 158 804 52 623 49 52 22 5 18 35 
16 Tantipara 63'81 7 24 2 4 2 16 
9 Thikamahal 

Nezamatganj . 87-70 Uninhabited 
Uttar Ganespur 159-01 71 427 14 264 51 9 25 8 70 

]iaganj-Azimganj Municipa-
lity 25, 3PO, I-I, 3D, M.A. 

Ward I 633 3,258 653 138 139 75 865 867 79 1,095 
Ward II 1,094 6,198 2,220 454 13 34 1.037 2.f'03 268 1.789 
Ward III 1,074 5,290 1.651 255 7 16 68 1,466 1, 186 319 1,973 
Ward IV 928 4,402 2,133 540 47 53 391 920 284 2,167 

Total 3,729 19,148 6,657 1.387 193 29 230 3,759 5.576 950 7.024 

Rural 2,252 9,982 967 3.076 1,521 1,586 32 953 496 817 1,501 
Urban 3.729 19,148 6.657 1.387 193 29 230 3.759 5.576 950 7.024 

G. Total 12,625-69 5,981 29,130 7,624 4,463 1,714 1,615 262 4,712 6,072 1,767 8,525 
acres 

or 19·73 
sq. miles 
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Area of 
J. L. Name of Village Village or No. of 
No. or Town/ occupied Popu- No. of 

Town/Ward Ward houses lation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIII' in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 14 

9 P.S. Nabagram 

78 Achhra 2P. 252·29 126 701 122 429 109 22 40 5 96 53 Amar 674'45 57 273 98 64 88 121 
79 Amarkunda P, 

S 1,633'39 170 775 101 391 135 148 40 8 53 15 Amirabad 583·73 224 966 162 619 171 176 
76 Anantapur P. 364·51 112 447 192 324 23 I)! 5 4 31 Arazi Saidpur 208·62 Uninhabited 
49 AruliadaI)ga 180'37 7 38 1 4 (j 28 

8 Ayra 560·64 96 401 162 155 63 115 23 9 36 104 Bagmara 354·03 76 320 35 168 50 96 6 81 Bagor P. 493·65 245 1,005 305 587 98 161 44 69 46 59 Bahala 710·97 49 268 53 145 67 55 1 54 Baidyabati 276'24 14 70 59 5 6 10 Baniapara 196·95 46 212 60 113 72 3 4 20 62 Bichhuti P. 605·20 119 513 168 249 62 180 12 10 83 Bil Bagaur 282'09 Uninhabited 
106 Bilbari 323'94 188 873 267 526 83 212 10 42 33 Bil Basia 267·16 Uninhabited 

17 Bilol P. 1,386'47 190 952 289 567 68 291 17 9 117 Bil Telkar 1,256'91 Uninhabited 
43 Bishnupur 385'79 47 222 63 99 93 19 1 10 64 Brahmapur 414·86 58 265 61 109 42 9-7 9 8 91 Bundaidanga 363·49 74 360 80 125 124 111 
3 Buradanga P. 130·54 62 335 78 128 91 94 11 11 52 Chanak P. 753·03 126 524 100 102 373 3 46 58 Chand pur 168'92 Uninhabited 

85 Chayannagar 240·54 28 131 22 52 79 
21 Chupar 2P. 435·11 254 1,496 321 772 53 445 4 66 156 116 Dafarpur P. 1,678'90 314 1,392 276 942 38 268 63 21 60 48 Dakshingram 530·33 48 246 46 116 66 46 18 102 Damrul 1,969'91 307 1,469 300 207 791 374 58 6 33 72 Daspara 492·07 52 204 32 118 24 54 4 4 75 Digari 185·94 55 278 41 205 58 15 26 Fakirpur 201'24 132 1,406 109 833 371 102 26 7 67 118 Faphar 141·77 18 113 31 66 16 112 Gangarampur 435·50 83 366 50 165 70 116 7 8 108 Garra 733·67 117 528 51 179 96 200 41 11 96 Garsama 529·36 82 340 20 43 130 93 9 65 88 Gopgram 1,360'39 272 1,341 72 413 284 532 80 8 24 66 Gorara 452'98 75 287 57 145 103 5 4 18 12 77 Gramdighi 316·13 32 148 89 48 7 2 2 35 Gura P. S. 1,623'72 31!J 1,568 214 676 262 371 47 76 53 5 78 67 Hijrol 532·36 73 334 68 189 108 20 8 9 73 Hosenabad 116·81 Uninhabited 
38 Ikrol P. 522·78 56 264 52 51 205 8 69 Isannagar 281'46 106 361 50 226 26 29 15 38 27 68 Isanpur H.D. 1,334'53 69 292 50 191 41 9 51 57 Itasaran P. 268'91 101 460 110 230 184 12 10 24 92 Itor P. 982·33 139 714 144 291 247 65 11 5 95 19 J afrabad Chak 138'55 61 229 17 22 19 182 2 3 1 61 Jalukhan 858·18 67 299 36 112 55 123 9 45 Jarulia 461-42 63 308 21 88 141 79 11 J aykrishnabati 178·06 24 117 7 108 9 

110 Jaykrishnapur 
P. 279'31 79 364 57 274 34 27 21 8 28 Jhulanpur 576·66 154 777 32 642 128 3 4 29 Juran Kandi 332·56 52 261 12 261 

80 Kanakpara P. 307·85 120 539 104 277 99 126 10 27 55 Kanfala P. 817·32 184 735 101 311 156 149 39 7 73 40 Karai 583'71 53 238 8 186 30 8 3 11 37 Karjora 655·28 89 368 24 101 131 112 24 95 Kethor 523·50 62 283 9 53 171 43 16 93 Khajuria P. . 1,322'67 219 996 35 422 336 201 6 31 5 Kharikadanga P. 671·50 141 672 37 308 21 338 1 2 2 109 Khekul 876'24 279 1,027 72 574 134 196 47 45 31 101 Kiriteswari 674·31 68 334 16 135 67 51 47 34 18 Kisorpur 624·53 72 287 36 73 23 34 149 4 4 100 Kongarpur 390'56 46 2HI 148 49 22 16 Korgram 1,752'52 178 695 77 270 206 186 12 21 13 Kusmor P. 186·87 135 563 97 494 (j 43 4 16 24 Kutubpur P. 492·43 173 904 79 881 23 84 Madhunia 991·77 133 649 55 234 100 269 18 16 12 
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Area ot 
J. L. Name of Village Village or No. of 
~o. or Town/ occupied Popu- No. of 

Town/Ward Ward houses Iation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 14 

9 P . .). Nabagram--concld. 

115 Mahadipur 202·90 20 109 4 90 8 6 5 
9 Mahalo 662·64 45 202 21 41 72 42 6 3 38 

20 Mahespur 777'56 Uninhabited 
50 Majhigram P. 346'18 107 216 25 92 54 67 2 
74 Mahurul 1,183,33 46 441 32 210 71 92 57 11 
56 Maminabad 397·66 71 340 38 148 120 54 13 5 
98 Mathurapur 173·31 Uninhabited 

4 Mehenadanga 104'64 74 396 31 177 143 63 5 3 5 
41 Milki Palasi Po. 362·05 97 384 14 325 41 1 1 I 15 

2 Mobarakpur 284·91 144 649 64 341 270 15 10 13 
63 Mugroldanga 126·77 23 114 36 68 13 33 

114 Mukundapur P. 537·58 110 466 94 197 80 41 12 4 132 
70 Mururia P. 367'02 55 275 129 27 72 18 29 
36 Nabagram P, H. 

PO. 1,494'84 367 1,498 125 610 254 356 90 69 119 
94 Nagara P. 644·41 60 322 79 36 212 37 8 8 21 
82 Nandigram 747·48 79 356 82 170 27 14 48 14 83 
90 Narayanpur 667·46 79 367 34 247 56 56 2 6 
14 Nimgram P. 751·10 220 944 it 5i8 171 193 2 
65 PaIsa 634·77 135 512 67 306 67 74 14 12 39 
46 Palsanda P. 545·28 55 265 25 99 120 39 7 
89 Pamia 493'53 50 275 38 122 105 44 3 I 
60 Panchananda-

pur . 462·44 49 276 3 125 120 II II 8 
23 Panchgram P. S. 

D, PO. 2,735'80 859 3,931 314 1,424 207 1.481 382 220 217 
12 Pasla 2P. 1.155'53 232 931 181 429 107 191 26 37 13 128 

103 Pathanpara 172·87 12 61 11 13 22 24 2 
7 Pundi P. 1.301'38 170 657 50 278 109 200 37 33 

44 Purbagram 321·95 51 244 17 li5 12 55 2 
30 Radhanagar 941·19 1 5 5 

107 Raghupur 312·42 77 344 12 172 41 123 5 3 
87 Rainda P, D 1,474'96 310 929 21 450 41 81 65 .:l 289 

105 Rajdharpur 710'74 204 912 7 509 160 169 40 13 21 
71 Rajkhanda 2,375'62 236 953 29 396 175 302 38 18 24 
25 Rasulpur D 2,182'31 635 2,642 32 1,928 3i 511 69 16 81 
22 Sahebnagar 230·27 195 990 28 5il9 381 15 5 
27 Saidpur 241·51 99 514 12 494 20 
47 Sajaimati 119'88 II 60 10 34 20 6 
86 Sankuria 718'03 127 605 4 342 165 6 15 77 
51 Siara 217'69 27 121 3 28 52 41 .. 

113 Sibpur 141·81 61 335 28 147 131 35 5 15 
97 Sibrambati 115·35 Uninhabited 
32 Singar P. 2,846'41 363 1,471 35 648 179 326 75 104 139 

111 Srirampur 263·96 17 80 27 32 19 2 
39 Suki 808'12 100 387 31 124 163 16 4 3 77 

1 Targram P. 1,009'33 170 690 125 259 118 222 7 84 
6 Tentulia 204'67 84 414 29 185 96 104 14 8 7 

99 Tiadanga 220'77 34 161 6 68 45 21 13 14 
42 Tiknara 267·50 51 214 13 81 52 81 
34 Uste 816·17 56 263 193 63 7 

Total 75,764'78 13,338 60.443 7,295 29,951 10,276 13,567 92 2,361 887 33 3,276 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

118'38 
sq. miles 

10 P.S. Lalgola 

65 Alighata 122·38 9 104 11 81 20 3 
24 Amarkundu 660'89 140 755 29 390 78 6 280 
35 Arazi Badagare 19'62} 
34 Arazi Keshabpur 43'01 Uninhabited 
72 Arazi Narayan-

pur 41·65 
89 Ashariadaha 

P.S. 2,226.85 449 2,881 244 1.523 322 813 !l 81 78 55 
86 Asariadaha 

Khasmahal 1,328'69 Uninhabited 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of POJ;>u- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VII1 No. or Village or occupied laban literates 
Town/Ward Town/ houses 

Ward 
in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
10 P.S. Lalgoia-{:ontd. 

36 Badagare 95·94 2 4 3 95 Bajupur 
Madhupur 1,084'70 427 2,201 309 1,217 29 340 16 92 72 39 396 78 Bansgara 314'74 176 2,355 264 454 118 7 10 576 569 171 450 44 Basumati 115'20 20 127 ~ 41 28 58 64 Bausi 1,120'96 152 595 39 387 48 14 146 3 Bayra 1,721'96 333 1,583 147 608 324 416 163 21 51 81 Bil Bora Ropra 543'27 399 2,160 175 957 88 162 185 344 128 296 10 Bil Domkal J 274'46 Uninhabited 26 Bil Nasipur ' 405'96 28 127 2 8 36 44 2 37 94 Brahmottar 

Manik Chak 
P, D. 650'13 

19 Chak Amar-
690 3,433 350 1,325 531 1,071 51 75 201 14 165 

kundu 54'90 Uninhabited 14 Chak Dihi 
Ganeshpur 195'36 27 125 2 103 9 11 1 27 Chamunda 315·64 27 104 2 15 51 15 22 88 Char ,Barnish 88·74 Uninhabited 17 Deoan Sarai 118'74 6 26 17 9 97 Diar Fatepur P. 618'51 379 2,004 203 1,174 41 224 15 48 89 3 410 85 Diar Manikchak 
P. 4,207'10 187 795 120 325 58 210 39 59 25 79 12 Domkal 134·07 Uninhabited 92 Durbarpara 732·00 486 2,814 137 1,920 20 709 71 94 73 Durgapur 192·73 77 265 5 107 111 42 5 82 Durltabhpur 1.032·35 213 1,260 125 965 49 179 3 3 4 57 69 Egdalia 53'86 34 153 9 75 8 64 6 30 Fatepur 124'43 45 192 8 100 6 12 74 71 Ganespur . 1,163085 95 367 38 186 49 61 18 26 7 20 79 Ganti Jagannath 
Singh 146'64 Uninhabited 18 Gaukhana 140-61 29 116 7 79 37 15 Gouridaspur 425'37 56 192 6 103 5 53 1 30 57 Gayespur 392'70 76 398 33 _ 184 109 40 38 27 41 Haripur 44'13 24 123 40 80 3 91 Hazi 

Mahammadpur 465-83 311 1,542 126 1.042 37 171 125 39 128 31 Ilimpur P. . 847'70 155 692 31 278 149 177 47 5 36 58 JagannathpuI P. 407'80 59 292 35 161 47 4 25 9 46 39 Jagarpara . 329'75 75 326 9 199 112 8 6 40 Janarddanpur . 541'60 144 551 20 368 5 155 13 10 46 Jhamra Naya-
gram 318'20 166 872 91 219 287 166 65 75 18 42 51 Jhaudanga 110'13 25 138 31 104 15 10 9 67 Jot Bhikhan 156'38 68 242 13 121 30 70 5 16 63 Kajla 722'81 44 176 19 146 9 12 2 7 20 Kaliagachhi 551'12 7 20 20 8 Kalkali 105'21 Uninhabited 77 Kalmegha P. 367-61 377 1,893 265 456 182 90 528 92 66 479 76 Karttikpur 279'14 236 1,431 50 575 106 210 10 305 105 23 97 32 Kesabpur 130'58 93 497 28 202 41 249 5 6 Khalifabaj 69'16 75 480 22 3015 63 74 12 8 8 22 Khosalpur 35'59 :::0 69 4 47 22 84 Kodalkati 3,311'13 1 12 11 12 74 Krishnapur p, 
D. 703'86 959 4,389 494 715 8 11 59 1,430 628 396 1.142 90 Krishnapur 195·17 39 205 7 170 35 93 Krishnapur 
Dinupara 634'47 588 3,229 170 2,374 117 352 245 39 6 96 43 Kuchidanga 68'97 Uninhabited 25 Kulgachhi P. . 68'37 36 180 5 119 6 55 80 Lalgola 2P, PO, 
D. 1.445'71 1,828 9,600 1,958 1,371 328 199 86 1,961 2,705 670 2,280 23 Laskarpur 180'93 37 168 4 130 30 R 2 Maia 1.327'91 46~ 2,543 220 1,173 433 173 383 93 288 33 Mahishasthal 211'26 3 14 7 7 28 Makimnagar 256'42 78 340 14 93 155 47 45 5 Malatipur 141'49 64 430 31 227 10 29 53 42 6~ 1 Miapur 59·79 69 400 9 210 56 122 3 4 5 13 Mridadpur P_ 539'87 94 439 20 186 91 114 3 15 9 21 21 Mulidanga 223'58 20 92 50 2 39 1 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II 1I1 IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates " 

Town/Ward Town! houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 14 

10 P.S. Lalgola--concld. 

61 Nadalpur P. 1,760'53 357 1,556 74 821 258 176 44 49 208 
62 Namo-Orahar 466·76 34 190 23 145 40 5 
70 Narayanpur . 102'41 34 114 3 50 13 19 24 8 
42 Nasipur P, 2PO. 946'62 279 1,34.1 114 60. 98 390 12 58 99 50 40 
87 Nausara Khas-

mahal 1,173'30 Uninhabited 
45 Neamatpur 45·52 9 60 17 45 12 3 

9 Paharpur P. 1,241'85 538 2,597 319 301 40 108 19 1,323 338 9 459 
54 Paikpara 1,118'13 356 1,953 200 864 237 260 4 112 269 207 
47 Panisala 304·70 125 785 42 246 246 111 30 16 64 72 
29 Paranpur 298'29 12 33 1 33 
96 Radhakantaput 452'73 17 81 39 24 10 8 

4 Radhakrishna-
pur P. 250'92 195 1,113 60 489 81 183 325 4 31 

52 Rajarampur P. 
PO, D. 1,202'66 313 1,585 109 806 161 490 69 34 25 

75 Ramchandra pur 328·17 180 1,067 304 506 85 149 105 57 9 156 
16 Ramna Bagsarai 92·10 13 50 39 11 
56 Rampal 119·84 48 262 63 167 29 3 10 52 
83 Raninagar 203'05 Uninhabited 
48 Rianpur 342·31 104 612 41 177 165 204 21 40 4 1 
59 Sagia 360·95 60 373 27 190 52 44 87 

7 Sahabajpur 179'96 192 965 100 322 7' 207 96 269 
66 Sahapur 239·68 168 885 79 392 73 !J 113 136 17 145 
38 Salmara 72·39 31 161 2 91 70 
50 Sarpakhia 355'25 80 396 23 188 96 25 42 21 24 
53 Satpakhia 78·14 Uninhabited 
11 Simulia 98'06 18 99 4 34 21 10 5 29 
37 Singa 234·65 89 436 7 191 156 79 10 

57/98 Sitesnagar 721'36 305 2,211 187 1,371 265 352 11 19 193 
49 Syampur P. 839'59 167 879 111 354 161 249 60 20 35 
55 Tejraypur 309·30 67 395 88 200 102 45 13 7 12 16 
68 Upar Fatepur 1,437'37 317 1,521 110 817 62 575 31 8 28 
60 Arazi Manidanga. 51'59 Uninhabited 

Area of river Padma 2,280'00 

Total 53,468'46 15,128 78,247 8,063 32,920 6,590 11,017 319 9,308 6,702 1,734 9,657 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

83·54 
sq. miles 

11 P.S. Bhagwangola 

107 Akheriganj 9·64 Uninhabited 
72 Alaipur 225'32 195 1,256 67 767 96 119 9 45 65 155 
44 Amdahara 

Hajiganj P. 760'82 207 792 119 318 21 112 16 59 36 230 
63 Anupnagar 147·13 61 302 9 157 8 74 63 

103 Arazi-Alaipur . 70'63 Uninhabited 
122 Arazi Hariram-

pur . 56·36 Uninhabited 
37 Arazi Kulgachhi 77·89 3 12 6 (j 

92 Arazi Nista 200·35 52 229 11 183 13 33 
47 Arazi-Paikpara 66·27 Uninhabited 
38 Bajitpur P. 277-14 101 396 25 185 18 4 50 4 2 133 
41 Balarampur 309·54 114 499 6 325 45 89 40 
45 Balia Hosen-

nagar 762·97 81 385 25 208 4U 35 7 95 
64 Baligram P. 363·28 80 408 30 273 61 74 
80 BaJijana 250·38 24 82 2 81 1 
28 Barbaria p_ 370·44 226 1,116 62 658 121 82 1 209 4 41 
12 Ba.~!lntapur '. 129'05 82 499 17 260 12 20 207 
7 Bella Syampur. 843'46 258 1,159 109 335 22 223 2 341 32 109 95 

112 Benipur P. 345·47 186 986 119 587 3 209 123 60 4 
90 Bhandara 837·37 246 999 16 878 1 17 4 99 
M Bhudhar Kismat 1,170'17 104 404 28 234 44 104 20 2 
25 Big Gobra 75·81 Uninhabited 
96 Boalia 574·70 70 309 10 134 172 3 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII vnr 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

11 P.S. B hagwallgu/a-{;ontd. 

23 Chainpara 59·50 12 261 .:l 158 75 8 18 2 
16 Chak-Maham-

madpur 22'92} Uninhabited 30 Chak-Sundarpur 75·77 • 51 Chandipur Ram-
kantapur 421·37 105 560 45 401 13 36 110 

113/125 Char-Molladanga 542·82 160 949 9 244 607 2D 58 10 1 
46 Chhakkanagar 138·23 22 117 4 90 18 7 2 

123 Chhatai 649·30 198 877 73 360 58 94 4 218 16 127 
29 Chengta 209·68 16 80 2 45 13 22 
91 Dakshin-Basu-

debpur 405·79 65 261 10 193 .. 7 61 
124 Dakshin Sahar 885·75 314 1,396 59 705 64 517 81 29 
100 Daulatpur 131·80 49 163 36 107 1 13 42 
114 Debaipur 2P. 321'54 120 537 53 153 89 255 25 14 
94 Dhwajamati 310·61 40 158 6 123 35 

4 Diar-Syampur 318·08 412 2,304 106 1,302 177 575 197 28 15 10 
26 Digha 694·37 25 71 4 30 34 6 1 
69 Dihi-Dumuria 3,068'98 21 108 2 96 12 

9 Dastina P. 369'33 85 413 27 305 14 8 86 
86 Faridpur 613·64 122 572 44 527 3 5 37 
77 Fulpur P. 122·55 35 127 5 80 8 7 16 1 15 

105 Giridharipur 222·43 303 1,389 66 212 59 38 323 636 121 
75 Gaalpara 207'37 Uninhabited 
20 Gobindatola 191·07 46 288 12 153 66 23 27 16 3 
36 Gabra 431·50 156 774 11 486 88 1 24 2 173 

111 Gopiramanpur 237'56 28 136 6 30 16 33 14 20 23 
55 Habaspur P. 1,762'27 999 5,958 298 2,175 861 1,881 11 295 195 540 

1 Hanumantana-
gar P. 7.731,91 1,099 6,103 432 2,974 222 2,227 19 427 53 181 

120 Harirampur P. 233·44 73 238 22 98 21 87 18 6 8 
71 Hasanpur 583·59 349 1,841 92 1,112 77 271 f78 93 110 

101 Jafrabad 231'92 30 115 10 89 9 17 
119 Jayrampur 174·44 22 156 4 82 18 29 9 18 

70/127 Jazira Char 
Dumuria 2,042'71 463 2,856 117 2,109 143 459 26 42 77 

78 Jhikra 824·58 52 187 7 91 20 63 13 
82 Jibanpur 294·44 122 507 29 393 71 20 23 
99 Jagapur 176·17 35 142 2 112 20 10 
87 J ot-Sahaba j 273·03 56 390 15 256 10 88 27 2 7 
85 Kalyannagar 204·39 43 199 6 199 
95 Kamalchak 259·74 48 287 26 123 144 5 10 5 

117 Kamari 966·85 144 624 27 394 17 155 31 27 
2 Kantanagar P. 2,099'53 827 4,710 321 3,435 100 428 27 204 80 33 ·403 

56 Kasba Bahadur-
pur 1,080·74 183 891 47 426 lOS 127 68 8 154 

110 Kasiadanga 164·47 Uninhabited 
84 Khagjana 892·79 250 1,048 15 622 356 33 37 
70 Khamar-Diar 3,265,78 605 3,563 205 2,437 373 316 68 48 50 271 
35 Kismat Tatla 681·34 45 217 9 109 30 66 10 2 
49 Kochgiria 601'73 144 618 13 293 123 24 31 9 138 
89 Kalan-Radha-

kantapur 1,665,53 193 824 17 681 8 9 22 103 
52 Kulgachhi 288'52 120 498 15 251 4 61 10 172 

106/126 Kuthibari 24·58 Uninhabited 
121 Lahari 230·81 36 108 7 52 47 9 

15 Lalitakuri P. 785'46 297 1,508 145 1,003 36 174 35 260 
109 Mabarakgan ja 26·52 Uninhabited 

50 Madapur 506·83 79 312 12 105 57 18 132 
53 Madhya 

Gobindapur . 511·52 143 724 29 578 98 38 10 
17 Mahammadpur . 277·71 37 159 29 89 21 26 6 17 
8 Mahatpur . 711·61 55 280 15 116 60 15 89 

54 Mahespur 145·08 Uninhabited 
6 Mahishasthali S. 892·11 888 4,219 564 557 283 441 52 901 1,313 58 614 

18 Malipara 485·50 86 444 35 117 190 48 21 26 12 30 
59 Malipur 519·04 43 234 33 210 .. 24 
48 Math Barenda . 150·88 23 130 7 82 43 5 
98 Mathurapur 267'40 38 124 15 95 11 8 10 
65 Mehadipur 457·57 58 361 2 204 157 

3 Meoakhana D, 
H. PO. 421·79 135 624 24 160 331 133 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town I houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

11. P.S. Bhagwallgola-roncld. 

106 Munsarpur 366·98 143 705 62 395 :I 86 72 95 52 
81 Nandanpur 368·67 22 128 13 127 1 
22 Naodapara 457·54 127 692 50 286 186 III 19 6 84 
66 Nasipur 2P, S, 

PO. 3,817·55 1,970 10,678 2,156 6,752 408 689 411 293 4 2,121 
67 Naya-Kharida 

Babupl;Ir P. 2,837·14 419 2,849 145 1,937 274 381 93 37 127 
76 Nazirpur 371·87 15 6? 8 45 4 13 
68 Nirmmalchar 134-81 Uninhabited 
42 Palasbati 214·42 57 271 127 73 4 67 
93 Palasi-Sona-

danga 677-92 106 452 32 312 3 3 9 9 116 
14 Paschim 

Gobindapur 220·76 66 406 13 239 30 92 10 27 g 
31 Paschim Kasi· 

pur 93·46 Uninhabited 
21 Paschim Ram- .. 

pur 436·89 276 1,374 375 697 179 211 45 242 
57 Patti-Bahadur 

pur 72·54 Uninhabited 
tiS Pirojpur 259·50 12 55 1 18 14 23 
113 Pukhuria 1,152·59 220 1,038 62 520 80 202 38 9 189 
116 Purbba-Gobinda-

pur P. 436·35 151 706 57 574 35 75 8 5 9 
33 Purbba Kasipur 251·28 Uninhabited 
60 Purbba Rampur 247·67 Uninhabited 

118 Rajabati . 122·50 64 234 14 193 15 4 6 9 7 
108 Rajagola 4·80 Uninhabited 
83 Rajapur 91·14 2 12 2 7 5 .. 
40 Ramchandrapur 345·14 Uninhabited 
24 Rameswarbati 212·63 8 36 4 25 3 4 
27 Ramna Gobra 407·84 25 154 3 tl7 15 2 7 13 
43 Ramnapara 232·49 65 282 36 180 7 311 21 19 17 
79 Ranitala 49·23 35 140 21 134 6 
61 Rasulpur 208·57 10 43 1 19 12 12 
13 Sadasib 109·22 69 440 13 351 5 2 82 

102 Sahapur 343.90} Uninhabited 97 Sahari 209·96 
74 Saidpur 667·40 122 658 40 534 2 18 2 20 82 
73 Sankarpur 218·58 156 810 15 433 273 41 6 57 
19 Saoragachhi P. 254'82 52 239 12 73 80 19 48 4 15 

104 Saralpur P. 548·13 107 486 26 140 181 114 25 26 
39 Subarnamrigi 106·26 43 190 19 136 23 11 3 17 
58 Sultanpur P. 331-48 91 388 50 348 1 39 
11 Sundarpur P. 1,194·37 271 1,670 71 1,041 59 299 18 178 60 15 
32 Telia 1,447·81 190 935 27 595 85 174 30 22 29 
gg Topidanga 202·30 106 496 52 4311 4 M I 45 
10 Upar-Orahar 361·26 121 606 40 266 22 81 14 223 
62 Uttar Basudeb-

pur 110·82 Uninhabited 

5 Not used 
River Padma 2,968·00 

acres 

Total 74,657·06 17,395 89,808 7,300 50,256 6,444 13,767 308 5,646 3,809 236 9,342 
(Entirely Rural> acres or 

116·65 . 
sq. miles 

12 P.S. Rallinagar 

70 Arazi Doem 
Kanun . 95.84} 

59 Arazi Kalabaria 83·62 Uninhabited 
15 Arazi Kanaipur 56·19 
5 Arizpur 185·94 3 19 10 12 6 1 

40 Azmatpur 990·58 98 471 24 145 172 78 65 2 9 
83 Babal Tali 4,769·23 910 4,325 224 3,290 200 622 19 116 21 57 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town I houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

12 P.S. Raninagar--con td. 

46 Baliharpur 439'54 31 127 3 106 15 6 
54 Balumati P. 320·79 126 631 24 216 209 100 15 17 11 63 
87 Bansgara 1,969'97} Uninhabited 48 Barabila 204'27 

9 Begampur 234'98 19 101 4 101 
12 BiJchatra P. 477'86 130 696 46 345 84 253 9 5 
84 Bil Pachakoppra 569'35 183 773 15 411 99 186 30 23 24 

7 Binodpur. . 75'14 Uninhabited 
64 Birkuchi D~ga-

para 267·11 17 61 11 61 
44 Bishnupur 2,314'40 330 1,506 37 1,200 128 41 5 2 89 36 5 
53 Borakuli 291'59 40 177 18 68 8 10 15 26 14 36 
18 Bota 117'52 56 249 43 109 23 84 29 4 

11 Brindabanpur 625'52 252 1.360 66 971 145 191 3 20 30 
73 Chainpara, D. 175'43 51 240 8 147 92 1 
36 Chandpur 147'56 23 107 42 45 18 1 
31 Char Alampur . .200·51 } Uninhabited 23 Char Debaipur . 152'65 
57 Char Garamgari 129'02 78 391 86 26 282 4? 6 31 
34 Char Hulaspur . 164'86} Uninhabited 97 Char Katlamari 671-48 
98 Char Nabipur-

dihi 114'02 114 721 57 378 152 151 13 5 22 
24 Char Pirojpur 339'23 71 378 15 158 15 199 6 
51 Char Radha-

ballabhpur . 252·37 Uninhabited 
99 Char Ra j~nagar 362'29 235 1,644 91 1,341 40 200 9 9 45 
33 Chatra . 663'67 120 717 31 418 118 102 29 9 18 23 
63 Dakshin Gopal-

pur 1,022'21 144 692 18 649 43 
8 Daulatpur 1,965,07 173 1,011 34 689 105 170 HI 18 10 

82 Deputipara P. 199·11 70 357 16 254 47 53 3 
94 Diar Sibnagar 188·71 Uninhabited 
60 Digp.irpahar 759·10 177 922 19 593 312 16 1 
20 Durgapur 755·70 - 158 782 23 422 131 177 47 5 
76 Egararasi 72-61 10 54 6 14 17 22 I 
38 Firojpur 114'98 27 100 39 93 7 
62 Gajepara P. . 115'43 71 337 38 263 30 33 5 6 
66 . Goas Kalikapur Uninhabited 

PO. . 1,927'55 317 1,635 91 1,122 207 227 31 47 
81 Godhanpara P, 

H, D. 2,892'23 551 2,519 128 1,728 136 412 98 27 118 
29 Gopinathpur . 266·41 145 790 51 140 255 292 73 30 
58 Harharia Chak . 491·83 467 2,716 687 301 182 145 21 1,129 477 2 459 
49 Haribhanga 

Daulatpur 582·85 116 494 22 341 38 105 9 
55 Hasimpur 153'52 24 104 11 104 
65 Herampur 1,195'00 429 1,626 149 786 535 12 271 22 
16 Hursi 910'80 261 1,280 103 406 100 524 120 106 2 22 
41 Ichhabpur 261-65 28 145 34 125 8 5 3 4 
56 Islampur 2P, S, 

PO, D. 1,011'12 679 3,339 461 650 178 567 19 791 415 69 650 
85 Jhaubaria 1,091'02 159 727 119 474 I 115 I 48 3 85 

2 Jot Balaram 22·17 Uninhabited 
77 Kalyanpur 465·50 106 525 19 283 81 118 35 8 
42 Kamalpur 1,548'98 372 1,680 155 894 184 424 107 71 

1 Kanaipur 626·72 Uninhabited 
61 Kasbagoas 1,690'24 191 919 38 413 227 241 21 17 
89 Katlamari 

P. S., PO. 3,978'51 1,719 9,850 647 3,696 570 3,338 1'56 848 769 39 434 
45 Kharkati 81'76 Uninhabited 
75 Khastaluk 80·33 55 267 12 173 17 77 
25 Khemrajpur 142·60 40 223 6 122 26 65 7 3 
71 Komnagar P. 506·81 127 588 63 551 17 10 4 6 
80 Krishnanagar 420·32 14 97 4 96 I 
22 Lochanpur P. 1,354'88 416 1,908 203 1,075 208 355 147 37 86 
32 Maheswarpur 344·90 69 317 45 240 16 14 4 7 36 
88 Majhardiar 2,255,40 187 867 58 575 12 250 13 14 3 
13 Malibari 1,787'48 530 2,478 148 1,535 196 648 18 42 39 
19 Melanpur 166·39 Uninhabited 
28 Mohanpur 599'30 160 890 14 370 238 243 10 29 
30 Maktarpur 1,436'57 410 2,347 79 1,807 30 445 28 5 32 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

12 P.S. Raninagar--concld. 

4 Molladanga P .. 587·03 325 1,566 74 836 156 248 65 145 115 
14 Mridadpur 546·52 468 2,371 84 676 107 361 328 335 145 419 
90 Nabipur P. 2,080'17 472 2,527 95 1,206 179 814 165 80 83 
67 Nalbatta I, le5·15 215 1,013 40 737 58 185 10 12 1 10 
27 Naodapara 369'36 154 786 34 372 102 257 22 33 
43 Natkuli 659·60 48 195 21 105 24 56 1 9 
37 Paharpur P. 363·60 142 628 62 263 130 72 93 19 51 
21 Pratappur 1,306'38 284 1,203 47 1,091 70 11 14 17 

6 Purandarpur 302·98 Uninhabited 
17 Purusottampur 

P. 674·82 442 1,750 153 335 185 889 193 34 113 
10 Radha-

krishnapur 499'37 33 187 11 118 62 7 
47 Raghunathpur 

P. 229·66 28 89 1 58 9 2 4 16 
69 Raipur 2P. 643·54 112 478 84 386 21 69 1 1 
91 Rajanagar 3,281'01 597 3,143 145 2,655 376 9 40 16 47 
95 Rajsahi 

Khasmahal 425·31 Uninhabited 
92 Ramchandra pur 630'20 50 293 1'5 183 96 14 
50 Ramipur P. . 553'76 154 724 71 320 58 174 38 109 3 22 
79 Ramnagar Chho-

em Kanun P. 928·87 387 1,919 191 1,085 143 233 95 65 298 
78 Ramnagar 

Doem Kanun 2,657'47 710 3,846 268 2,532 256 861 63 33 101 
86 Ramnagar 

Khastaluk 944·41 165 848 73 604 22 169 6 11 36 
35 Raosatmagar 79·02 66 439 8 337 30 47 9 16 
96 Saranda jpur 1,652'42 Uninhabited 
93 Sibnagar S. 2,919'15 964 5,044 428 2,708 802 1,028 124 168 4 210 
39 Sinkaipur 86·88 28 130 4 34 64 30 2 
68 Sitanagar 263·42 80 358 5 343 5 10 
72 Sitanagar 

251 Chainpara 57'85 44 28 187 23 32 9 
26 Srirampur 195'23 12 61 1 12 44 5 
74 Tejsingpur P. 2,413'07 380 2,051 72 1,315 406 287 5 17 21 
52 Tekaraypur 1,442'32 461 2,492 257 "852 532 441 18 83 196 4 366 

3 Uttar Gopalpur 69,7.8 Uninhabited 

Total 78,963'64 18,110 91,672 6,625 4Q,867 8,783 18,137 351 6,156 3,488 328 4,562 
<Entirely Rural) acres or 

123'38 
sq. miles 

JANGIPUR SUBDIVISION 

13 P.S. Farakka 

13 Abhla 97·22 12 42 2 12 17 8 5 
19 Alaipur P. 424·90 161 888 30 348 10 57 9 464 
40 Andhua 524·49 167 831 26 154 300 100 35 242 
18 Anuppur 193·84 35 178 6 130 14 3 2 29 
96 Arjjunpur, PO .. 67.72 Uninhabited 

1 Arazi Jot Sundar 313·94 315 1,547 117 327 52 589 351 113 115 
56 Asua P. 159·86 18 115 9 23 3 13 8 68 
5 Bagdabra 372·52 87 486 12 204 21 6 82 58 115 

10 Bahadurpur 1,537'27 217 1,062 29 270 163 75 10 544 
54 Baikunthapur 105·13 137 550 84 73 8 312 57 6 94 
99 Balarampur 113·04 Uninhabited 
49 Ballalpur 731'32 128 741 48 158 223 133 7 220 
51 Ballalpur 

Brahmattar 41·29 Uninhabited 
11 Baze Osmanpur 57.49 4 20 20 
55 Beniagram 

P, H, D. 1,284,74 440 2,263 170 521 211 10 114 97 48 2 1,260 
31 Beoa P, Po. 2D. 2,042,00 421 1,764 160 553 457 133 121 54 2 444 
59 Bhabanipur 733·95 368 2,132 149 '902 152 465 330 98 24 161 
12 Bhairabdanga 166·31 12 61 1 31 19 5 6 
34 Bharatpur 40'82} Uninhabited 25 Bhrigurampur 59·87 
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Area of 
J. L. Name of Village Village or No. of Popu- No. of 
No. or Town/ occupied lation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIII 

Town/Ward Ward houses 
in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

13 P.S. Farakka--concld. 

28 Birkendua 73·50 Uninhabited 
39 Chandipur 164·25 65 254 11 50 138 15 51 

4 Chandur 831'97 163 798 34 510 18 13 8 1 4 244 
4\ Chauki 144·75 29 \52 1\ 42 13 71 26 
20 Damodarpur 82'72 37 229 6 73 43 4 109 
98 Deonapur 2,237'14 754 4,064 9 1,083 2,890 18 12 10 2 ·49 
29 Dohitpur 393'62 \34 499 38 198 107 37 36 7 114 
30 Fatepur 91·52 Uninhabited 
46 Fatepur 205·43 2 17 17 
22 Ghasania \89·79 Uninhabited 
35 Gobindarampur 631·51 156 682 18 209 160 34 41 22 216 
57 Hosenpur 446·36 148 615 41 82 41 154 266 72 
53 Imamnagar 

P. D. 217·05 295 1,704 52 561 332 68 11 732 
33 )adabpur 

Nimtala IIZ'OO 116 525 26 170 110 31 52 162 
47 Jafarganj 835·56 473 2,526 157 489 585 4 366 157 925 
94 J igrikulgachhi 102'05 178 970 52 279 128 381 74 SO 4 24 
16 Jot Raghu 118'27 Uninhabited 
3 Jot Sundar 206·45 24 67 19 34 16 9 8 

24 Kalaidanga 278·00 33 191 9 22 154 3 3 
52 Kalupara 124·23 Uninhabited 
44 Kasinagar 132·77 58 282 8 60 91 12 64 55 
26 Kendua 971·12 31 123 22 32 1 72 9 5 4 
58 Kuli S. 2,989'29 1,492 8,389 435 1,329 529 5 46 2,686 964 19 2,811 
50 Laharia 142·78 32 167 3 60 24 26 57 
23 Lakshmipur 273-96 7 22 22 
42 Langaldahi 

Ramnagar 58'69 78 346 39 59 137 63 87 
63 Mahadebnagar 

P. 848·51 735 4,080 192 1,052 180 1,072 S 860 500 408 
62 Mamrejpur 1,163'\7 398 2,146 38 674 736 447 148 I'll 
2 Nagri 119'13 13 62 16 49 1 7 5 
7 Nimaitok 103·93 17 104 21 16 65 2 

60 Pachulagram 114·75 90 480 22 233 \17 79 33 18 
93 Paranpara 1,399'16 1,019 5,421 261 927 280 960 1,533 938 76 707 
8 Pasupara . 198'07 35 190 25 10 147 7 1 

37 Puran Chandi-
pur 632·40 Uninhabited 

15 Rajipur 137'45 15 118 6 76 14 10 18 
17 Sahabazpur 348·58 129 879 165 421 89 10 31 328 
45 Sahanagar . 149·90 7 37 37 
38 Sahebnagar 2P .. 86·28 11 38 11 5 3 5 14 
48 Samaspur IZ7'16 39 240 5 29 53 6 152 
61 Sankarpur P. 245'55 168 1,073 11 334 75 531 45 73 15 
97 Sankhopara 435·87 219 1,137 64 377 22 504 101 89 44 
95 Sibnagar P. 307'48 199 1,047 53 314 98 306 183 95 51 
32 Sikarpur P. 51·99 115 714 21 87 361 3 263 
36 Srimantapur 1,78J045 609 2,956 174 807 741 335 tti' 71 885 
43 Srirampur 232·03 171 933 113 269 62 32 110 460 
9 Sudna 485·49 25 100 14 63 14 1 16 6 
6 Talipur 409·03 36 229 7 156 25 3 25 20 

21 Tulsipukur 89·36 30 168 9 56 31 81 
27 Uttar Bhabani-

pur . 235·28 270 1,076 54 232 276 37 76 49 52 354 
14 Uttar Jamalpur 201'16 ·49 261 7 40 46 6 169 

River Padma 5,446'40 

Total 36,472'07 11,226 58,791 3,058 15,325 9,281 6,388 168 9,134 4,494 306 13,695 
<Entirely Rural) acres or 

57'00 
sq. miles 

14 P.S. Samserganj 

71 Adwaitnagar 295'60 167 881 53 256 71 52 38 38 426 
80 Alamsahi P. 139·31 163 797 117 184 73 137 170 125 108 

tOO Anantapur 2,678,74 1,696 9,403 507 2,618 661 1.065 3 2,787 8S7 323 1,059 
69 Antardwipa 635'24 349 2,010 114 1,150 3.74 104 71 311 
90 'Anupnagar 1919'21 939 4,530 374 1,038 10 812 617 26 2,027 

115 Arazi Dharam-

76 
pur 

Arazi Napara 
18'29} 

137'93 Uninhabited 
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Area ot 
J. L. Name of Village Village or No. of Popu- No. of 
No. or Town/ occupied lation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIII 

Town/Ward Ward houses 
in acres 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

14 P.S. Samserganj--concld. 

64 Baharagachhi . 464·26 95 427 17 71 46 48 179 9 67 
119 Baidyanathpur . 1,432·38 Uninhabited 
79 Balbalpara 317·70 147 663 27 201 16 233 74 139 
81 Basudebpur 335·34 140 704 129 255 12 183 120 134 

70 Bhasai paikar P. 752·45 624 3,463 164 1,376 6 484 3 232 131 1,231 
82 Chachanda 2P. 283·99 355 1,761 109 310 752 192 "" 507 
87 Chandnidaha 752·16 153 755 27 170 124 225 30 206 

117 Chand pur 
19.77f 86 Dakshin 54·00 Uninhabited Mahammadpur 

116 Dharampur 133·94 
104 Dhusaripara 818·04 642 3,121 152 774 290 285 5 1,380 117 45 225 

75 Dogachhi P. 1,398·50 436 2.426 144 916 220 95 92 93 1,010 
109 Durgapur P. 223·70 218 977 83 169 20 116 439 135 10 88 
68 Ghoramara 487·49 14 66 1 25 4 37 

111 Haridebpur 59·80 Uninhabited 
105 Hasimpur 111·53 117 496 72 123 4 11 162 27 169 
89 Jafrabad P. 753·54 431 1,830 144 861 29 17 308 59 556 

103 Jaladipur 173·31 79 485 91 255 84 93 9 35 9 
124 Jamalpur 56·18 Uninhabited 
92 Jiolmari 4·74 Included in Urban Area 
85 J aykrishnapur 

P. 493·60 399 2,139 161 490 80 Itt 378 104 976 
118 Jot Kasi 81·08 Uninhabited 
112 Kamalpur 225·85 
88 Kankuria 855·04 904 4.127 184 1.635 57 14 964 321 15 1.121 

107 Kasimnagar PO. 8·65 33 212 56 44 53 9 53 3 50 
84 Kohetpur 228·29 124 611 II 284 108 12 207 
91 Lalpur 1,171·29 453 2,280 171 344 130 6 614 275 102 809 
77 Laskarpur P. 1,248·00 227 881 26 165 261 323 62 32 38 

102 Loharpur P. 547·10 461 2,481 126 1,016 92 400 244 35 6 688 
78 Mahisha thali 273·81 146 659 18 70 142 141 69 237 
66 Malancha P. 1,362·06 659 3,187 116 1,223 114 72 234 168 1,376 
72 Napara P. 147·19 57 219 18 70 5 4 36 25 79 

108 Nimtita 
p, S, PO., D. 42·57 156 668 59 IS 358 54 15 226 

121 Nutan Char 
Jamalpur 96·38 Uninhabited 

120 Nutan Char 
Tarapur 432·03 20 157 21 102 30 1 24 

65 Phulandar 828·89 49 194 1 4 17 31 129 4 9 
110 Radhanagar 647.33} Uninhabited 122 Ramnagar 122·49 
67 Ratanpur P. 452·51 173 '885 97 435 46 22 28 354 

125 Sadak 49·07 Uninhabited 
106 Serpur 156·30 344 1,964 203 374 22 341 33 623 291 84 196 
113 Sibpur 976·39 8 34 3 20 11 
101 Sikdarpur 93·13 214 1,246 76 364 28 459 114 281 
74 Sitarampur 107·29 67 333 15 157 55 4 2 115 

114 Sobhapur 243·55 Uninhabited 
123 Sukdebpur 72·69 .19 148 It 127 15 3 1 2 
73 Umarpur 235·31 164 835 57 298 81 43 30 383 
83 Uttar Maham-

madpur 121·25 58 334 13 97 9 213 13 2 
River Padma 1,443·60 

Dhulian Municipality 
S, 2PO. M.A., D. 
Ward I 576 3.510 299 67 3 10 1,262 703 178 1,287 
Ward II 1,362 8,050 1,227 }58 41 117 1,793 2,981 869 2,091 
Ward III 6 34 11 15 19 
Ward IV 819 4,341 540 60 65 1,265 1,638 170 1,143 

Total 2.763 15.935 2.077 285 44 192 4.335 5.341 1,217 4,521 

Rural 11,500 58,389 3,765 17,759 3,087 4,359 142 12,564 4,365 629 15,484 
Urban 2,763 15,935 2,077 285 44 192 4.335 5,341 1,217 4,521 

G. Total 27,219·88 14,263 74,324 5,842 18,044 3,131 4,359 334 16,899 9,706 1,846 20,005 
acres or 

42·5 
sq.miles 
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Area of 
J L. Name of Village Village or No. of Popu- No. of 
No. or Town! occupied lation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIII 

Town/Ward Ward houses 
in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 P.S_ Suti 

102 Ahiran P, PO_ 
D_ 2,170-04 578 2,940 181 687 222 1,064 17 449 355 146 

107 Ajagarpara 191-81 147 812 - 63 262 166 159 166 19 2 38 
109 Akamba 195-96 Uninhabited 
105 Alampur P- 393-40 129 815 63 103 294 250 35 133 
37 Aluani 988-26 50 195 13 59 31 39 35 II 20 
27 Amarpur 598-48 87 448 11 334 42 50 1 21 
16 Amadaul 669-58 Uninhabited 
12 Amuha P_ 655-25 188 951 119 329 264- 262 57 10 29 
19 Arazi Gorsa 334-07} Uninhabited 
74 Arazi Gotha 29-85 
75 Arazi Rama-

kantapur 61-83 73 477 73 154 35 62 69 157 
93 AtpaJgachhi 50-13 35 145 10 41 23 30 3 48 
94 Bagdanga 165-68 71 328 45 82 67 48 11 120 
96 Bahadurpur P_ 250-34 78 475 39 211 100 48 20 3 93 

3 Bahagalpur P_ 2,137-67 307 1.695 73 451 537 324 2 93 35 253 
20 Bahutali P_ 2,352-82 695 3,321 149 1.404 406 1,147 70 134 44 116 

6 Baze Gazipur 494-26 239 1,217 46 494 151 424 1 61 23 63 
4 Baliaghati P_ 571-03 193 1,057 53 396 172 440 15 9 25 

46 Bamuha 422-70 98 558 40 237 157 104 26 34 
104 Bangabari P_ 90-20 84 374 44 78 135 69 60 32' 
40 Bangsabati P_ 3,495-82 397 1,834 51 500 133 800 206 65 18 112 
44 Basantapur 1,034-52 75 402 174 111 3 1 23 90 

1 Bauripuni P_ 324-10 219 1,348 10 641 341 360 6 
50 Bhabki 890-13 233 1,065 80 298 133 223 348 52 11 
47 Bhairabpur 227·88 14 74 3 39 8 15 1 4 7 
28 Bhelian 362-15} Uninhabited 
67 Chaipara 343-03 
97 Chak Bahadur-

pur 123-75 50 261 27 157 8 96 
70 Chak Meghoan _ 309-38 54 392 6 194 144 20 21 8 5 
68 Chak Purapara _ 217-38 120 895 37 560 9 245 55 II 15 
87 Chak Saiyadpur 70-43 90 574 68 233 84 12 87 158 
80 Chandamari . 154-56 57 336 14 130 50 15 38 103 

108 Chandpur 198-27 Uninhabited 
56 Dafahat P_ 671-93 387 2,119 77 400 83 269 466 116 175 610 
42 Dahina 871-87 70 302 47 144 85 44 29 
58 Debipur 100-98 207 1,059 150 208 6 408 119 88 230 
13 Ekatia 770'50 Uninhabited 
8 Faridpur 90'12 71 360 49 148 17 87 13 74 21 

83 Fatehpur 193-75 171 1,078 82 488 63 111 236 137 19 24 
98 Fateullapur S_ 483-93 254 1,278 185 171' 316 262 192 220 H7 
88 Fatullapur P_ 51-08 Uninhabited 
41 Gambhira 2,361 ·71 235 1,153 89 469 422 212 18 20 12 
66 Gaurangapur 433·00 Uninhabited 
7 Gazipur 497·50 102 470 15 246 35 171 4 14 

100 Ghorapakhia 
Gangin 2P_ 769-64 358 1,887 126 577 413 29 " 89 399 380 

26 Gopalnagar 403-52 133 573 43 203 313 10 42 5 
81 Gotha P_ 221-05 216 1.321 42 495 40 2 86 266 432 
53 Hafania 280-44 260 1, 179 65 310 80 66 476 57 3 187 
14 Hajipur 630-72 48 217 17 95 59 26 37 
43 Harua 877-35 436 2,290 82 789 126 976 18 240 122 19 
65 Hasanpur 210-00 Uninhabited 
33 Hilora P_ 2,680'37 455 2,007 168 943 152 625 150 11 126 
23 Hosenpur 225-80 78 381 11 198 31 139 13 
69 Ichhlampur 189-37 245 1,351 75 521 44 230 323 68 95 70 
59 Ichhlipara 683-86 1.858 ~',~~i 1.300 798 30 110 60 4,140 1,931 284 2,020 
57 Jagtai P_ 174-96 625 31() 134 7 1() 1,390 371 35 1,104 

101 Jalangapara 453-74 77 367 53 43 37 70 13 149 3 52 
106 J ehelinagar 83-70 67 386 45 141 34 7 23 25 2 154 
10 Kadamtola 140-54 128 514 48 277 58 104 32 19 24 
18 Kadoa 1,634-50 310 1,364 125 480 209 496 86 60 33 
76 Kakramari 366-77 157 983 27 325 54 119 95 78 18 294 
34 Ka1inagar 215-16 14 34 8 16 7 2 I 

51 Kayadanga 63-56 130 702 85 235 96 79 223 29 40 
79 Khanpur 404·80 112 642 35 274 40 257 51 3 17 
78 Khidirpur 259'85 63 326 137 93 29 74 72 31 27 
29 Khoskagachhi 220'50 Uninhabited 
45 Kisorpnr_ 1,012-60 110 534 41 324 43 5 8 5 149 
24 Kusamgachhi P_ 420'50 185 885 52 516 4 195 96 11 63 
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Area of 
J. L. Name of Village Village or No. of POJlu- No.o.t 
No. or Town/ occupied lation literates I II III IV V VI VII VIII 

Town/Ward Ward houses 
in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 P.S. Suti-concld. 

61 Lakshminagar 329·24 Uninhabited 
77 Lakshmipur 128'33 95 544 13 289 33 191 29 2 
25 Lalupur 142·75 107 501 10 110 140 189 9 40 13 

111 Loharapara 210·59 Uninhabited 
15 Lokaipur 1,195'91 137 657 28 242 244 124 37 10 
55 Madhupur 60·95 21 113 7 17 39 57 
91 Madna P. 273·42 173 914 36 575 61 72 29 32 28 117 
31 Mahammadpur 144'59 Uninhabited 
52 Mahendrapur 163·01 160 826 15 237 40 177 202 53 8 109 
11 Mahesail P. 2,429,76 490 2,071 79 568 352 438 204 100 409 
54 Manikpur 269·74 55 232 35 63 75 32 39 12 11 
38 Mirzapur 121·12 37 126 1 25 19 16 56 3 7 

61/112 Manoharpur 73·03 Uninhabited 
21 Nadai 120·71 92 446 15 163 268 '6 4 5 
73 Narayanpur . 1,311'33 Uninhabited 
89 Naya Bahadur-

pur 811·17 243 1,557 42 745 235 288 72 168 49 
110 Najirpur 446'28 39 171 8 III 12 34 6 2 6 
39 Nazirpur 543,74 28 97 13 77 1 9 5 2 2 
9 Nezampur 63·76 104 525 14 172 116 182 6 25 24 

86 Nurpur P. 1,432'50 377 2,340 191 1,212 432 19 161 86 19 411 
85 Nurpur Nara-

72 
yanpur 

Paka 
1,124'65} 
2,347'88 Uninhabited 

17 Panchberia 204·80 6 40 27 13 
32 Panchgachhi 285'22 26 168 62 71 35 
49 Parulia 360·52 74 278 50 129 44 67 18 20 
48 Prasadpur 243'79 4 40 7 14 8 8 10 
63 Punropara H, 

D. 1,907'91 1,446 7,796 347 1,659 138 1,082 2,849 1,093 317 658 
84 Ramakantapur 94·10 215 1,328 166 485 105 198 182 82 26 250 
60 Rainapur P. 840'16} Uninhabited· 64 Raghunathpur 231·45 
35 Raturi 575'47 206 725 50 231 128 49 60 39 218 

103 Rosanpur 307'45 236 1,470 124 327 372 607 34 78 52 
90 Panchgachhia 113'31 31 171 12 85 23 3 7 53 

98/113 SadllUa Nurpur 47·52 Uninhabited 
92 Sadikpur P. 1,407'75 252 1,180 145 421 153 12 203 391 
5 Sankarpur 86·33 96 599 49 134 39 195 10 194 5 22 

22 Sidhari P. 695·51 400 1,897 134 595 313 841 61 43 44 
99 Sonapur 84'851 
36 Srirampur 604·17 Uninhabited 
82 Srirampur 138·45 t 
30 Sujaganpur 144·77 
95 Sujanipara 302·40 127 732 106 338 151 26 73 143 
62 Syampur 64'33} Uninhabited 71 Syampur 23·86 

2 Umarapur P. 3,239'44 529 2,967 88 542 1.238 921 219 21 26 

Total 65,472'45 17,729 91,686 6,684 27,956 11,256 16,606 251 15,687 7,579 1,156 11,195 
<Entirely Rural) acres or 

102'30 
sq. miles 

16 P,S. Raghunathganj 

1 Kanupur P. 482·58 376 2,003 109 269 304 350 293 787 
2 K}.idirpur 449'01 186 832 185 91 150 110 222 18 241 
j Gldaipur 492'05 60 249 45 42 39 8 4 156 
4 Sonatikri P. 388·00 253 1, 193 268 68 352 580 38 21 133 
5 Galighata . ~662} 6 Raghunathganj . 149'99 
7 Jangipur 602'07 Included in Urban Area 
8 Bhabanipur 87·54 
9 Ena yetnagar 408·87 

10 Bangabari . 212·71 Uninhabited 
11 Char .Sekandara 197·14 26 150 10 33 28 69 20 
12 Lalkhandiar 318'92 Uninhabited 
13 Giria Kismat 291·34 338 1,881 214 595 440 430 117 207 15 77 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town I houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 It 12 13 14 

16 P.S. RaghulIathganj-contd. 

14 SekandaraP. 1,086'81 783 4,254 425 705 401 604 1.299 814 3 428 
15 Mithipur 2P. 618'17 414 2,183 273 332 42 29 482 278 1,020 
16 Pananagar 112·70 203 1,038 115 9 65 440 61 463 
17- Mukundapur 157'38 100 541 22 22 286 87 146 
18 Jayrampur 510·38 80 348 30 113 4 3 81 41 106 
19 Chhota Kalia 382·33 Uninhabited 
20 Bahura 121·12 139 698 95 119 2 5 110 ll5 12 365 
21 Jot Kamal P. 365'96 311 1,708 450 161 61 671 121 8 686 
22 Osmanpur 402'30 198 877 120 169 147 157 60 344 
23 Khodrampur 213·70 75 494 30 135 126 54 179 
24 Sahajadpur 387'97 117 465 28 128 57 193 16 71 
25 Bara Simul P. 325'48 330 1,880 116 553 446 61 97 74 649 
26 Jal Sukha 181-44 Uninhabited 
27 Jalalpur P. 218'90 81 463 14 245 23 40 53 102 
28 Sidhaigachhi 64'00 8 44 44 
29 Jot Sundar 472'16 108 513 11 111 114 26 53 209 
30 Nababjagir P. 154·43 120 ']74 31 258 288 4 17 207 
31 Markol 127'69 52 368 29 104 59 4 89 10 2 100 
32 Akbarpur P. 71·11 119 628 58 120 85 22 70 III 220 
33 Ramdebpur 489·45 459 2,768 239 831 141 27 590 358 821 
34 Rameswarpur 246·00 227 1,225 112 390 114 102 137 334 30 118 
35 Giria P. 1,522'26 993 5,815 646 1,859 356 1.303 367 762 176 992 
36 Pirojpur 1,877-75 221 1,476 173 760 159 155 71 120 76 135 
37 Kajikola 188·84 227 1,222 102 382 133 !:! 118 112 469 
38 Ramdastuli 28'54 38 302 30 166 16 32 18 70 
39 Chak Sadpur 193·95 155 1,096 150 354 92 1.12 53 56 429 
40 Sadpur 134·19 67 385 29 103 29 7 90 156 
41 Binoddighi 272'95 171 1,052 172 139 204 23 244 150 11 281 
42 Hirkati 55'97 45 268 10 lOS 152 11 
43 Dayarampur 2P. 234·39 435 2,488 386 202 122 3 251 345 655 39 871 
44 Bajitpur 259'84 159 836 67 166 45 119 178 7 321 
45 Hirkati 55'60 46 329 10 66 59 87 78 39 
46 Dariapur 74-67 16 • 96 29 22 32 13 
47 Khamro. 170'83 Uninhabited 
48 Sibpur 313·28 240 1,326 153 78 66 9 230 467 476 
49 Indranarayan-

pur 71'92} Uninhabited 
50 Kalaimati 27'48 
51 Kazimati 70·13 52 245 8 22 48 22 12 141 
52 Kanaimati 111·97 80 420 37 110 16 3 254 
53 Pania 29·01 Uninhabited 
54 Naru Khaki 332·86 8 88 12 32 47 9 
55 Dubra P. 619'94 315 1,658 56 321 471 47 8 166 249 396 
56 Jot Biswanath 180'24} 
57 Char Gotha 38·30 Uninhabited 
58 Malgotba 8·36 
59 Sekhalipur 1,108'48 854 4,686 454 2,352 957 693 10 232 136 27 279 
60 Khandua 1,516'08 497 2,779 256 592 832 384 271 123 577 
61 Barn Jumla 109'54 Uninhabited 
62 Putia 709'08 141 920 74 312 262 42 89 15 200 
63 Khar Kati 698·18 195 1,268 90 292 506 426 3 1 4U 
64 Simultala 181·15 80 604 24 118 312 152 8 4 10 
65 Bhabki 386'79 424 2,616 293 672 478 124 702 640' 
66 Naodatuli P. 266·51 259 1,366 95 327 232 10 5 224 184 384 
67 Gosainpur 226·28 226 1, 134 171 247 129 4 199 332 223 
68 Piarapur P. 379'13 222 t,142 61 312 122 363 59 46 240 
69 Hudrapur 212·34 113 687 31 208 134 41 23 154 127 
70 Nasipur 504'60 242 1,258 101 269 177 394 66 352 
71 Habipur 142·31 62 364 45 171 4 105 8 76 
72 Donalia 300·50 20 138 4 35 44 59 
73 Kutubpur 148·42 77 370 9 110 69 48 143 
74 Tegbari P. D. . 874'33 410 1,987 216 432 562 44 138 96 715 
75 Chak Kutubpur 102'94 Uninhabited 
76 Krishnasali . 294·26 37 182 9 21 52 7 3 98 
77 Asrnfnagar 473·14 Uninhabited 
78 Durgapur 91·10 12 99 2 18 16 54 II 
79 Aitalghata 67·22 Uninhabited 
80 KuIgachhi 377·70 332 2,197 75 1,058 121 606 II 45 356 
81 Khanpur 204·94 Uninhabited 
82 Jhamra 209·08 208 t,151 43 359 229 353 31 79 9 91 
83 Diar Raghunath-

pur 298·27 Uninhabited 
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16 P.S. RaghulIathganj-contd. 
84 Bahara P. 745'05 330 2,137 69 503 672 591 12 100 151 71 37 
85 Kasia-Danga 1,103'43 564 3.581 359 838 481 1,153 53 182 631 12 231 
86 Dighirpahar 110·64 130 803 31 38 251 393 1 39 58 23 
87 Babupur P. 239·05 98 488 2 185 245 7 26 9 16 
88 Lakshmijola 193·02 113 747 29 328 2 376 3 18 16 4 
89 Rampur 490'61 104 592 93 136 173 3 176 20 6 75 
90 Raninagar 

Dwipchar 100·46 44 203 24 65 17 25 40 56 
91 Char Dafarpur 360'88 Uninhabited 
92 Dafarpur D. 1,399'84 448 2,307 289 403 313 223 II 435 337 3 582 
93 .Charka 283·18 165 740 45 254 14 170 61 5 236 
94 Sujapur P. 316'42 180 798 90 41 74 19 8 252 184 8 212 
95 Basudebpur 284·45 133 659 34 22 69 39 7 154 62 2 304 
96 Deuli 341'64 48 201 8 7 88 4 18 1 83 
97 Mangaljan 374'86 44 207 10 8 139 43 14 3 
98 Ghorsala 889·56 68 270 61 31 114 15 6 8 58 38 
99 Bagha 502'13 79 391 31 11 45 334 I 

100 Takshak 676·89 51 209 25 122 3 6 78 
101 Hasampur 342'81 28 120 4 46 72 2 
102 Bainda P. 853·00- 94 425 60 54 6 327 6 5 12 15 
10il Nait Baidara P. 1,082'04 247 1,193 159 561 75 520 23 2 12 
104 Sahebnagar P. 220'79 28 147 9 75 25 47 
105 Birthamba 290·50 29 170 34 65 9 89 2 5 
106 Senda Jamuar 

P. 1,502'52 257 1,119 179 798 5 291 2 4 18 
107 Mandalpur D. 937·10 168 657 59 149 269 149 7 83 
108 Barala S. Po. 1,550'10 387 1,551 310 ,525 203 438 89 78 55 163 
109 Sakhalipara 131·70 55 283 22 151 2 4 126 
110 Jarur P. Po. 1,001'86 348 1,493 178 637 252 488 3 49 25 39 
111 Umarpur 274·57 104 437 12 32 112 293 
112 Sadhua 166·85 21 92 4 32 24 15 21 
113 Kankuria 465·85 20 109 18 22 42 1 11 8 2 23 
114 Srikantabati 619·86 184 926 16 41 310 44 227 170 13 121 
115 Bahadinagar 77·83 79 266 26 183 25 4 54 
116 Bandkhola 101'63 Uninhabited 
117 Nis~ P. 606·20 118 466 22 327 16 26 35 62 
118 Talai 863·06 78 445 23 143 183 70 49 
119 Mathurapur 363'83 63 239 18 44 68 24 2 101 
120 Simla 432·35 79 368 36 174 81 75 2 36 
121 Siddhikali P. 717·64 72 334 77 101 81 85 34 3 30 
122 Kulri 584'80 52 212 17 29 108 60 6 9 
123 Selalpur 266·55 43 174 18 59 58 37 3 7 10 
124 Prasadpur 460'23 68 291 10 21 165 85 6 4 10 
125 Katnai 560·53 16 51 7 16 28 
126 Baidpur 176·54 74 257 12 41 104 105 7 
127 Arazi Katnai 198·75 Uninhabited 
128 Jagadanandabati 103·72 97 520 31 291 152 4 62 11 
129 Ramakantapur . 273'80 153 702 10 523 21 18 43 53 44 
130 Jethia 556'61 91 395 16 241 10 102 18 12 12 
131 Mirzapur S, D. 729·81 367 1,586 432 211 443 181 33 230 155 2 331 
132 Amgachhi 154-68 92 343 62 69 138 69 33 I 33 
133 Bijaypur 1,274'88 145 577 109 43 388 2 93 9. 42 
134 Gankar Chak 102·43 Uninhabited 
135 Ramchandraba ti 972·39 251 995 61 226 557 128 63 21 
136 Dakshinpara 1,098'03 45 196 1 11 128 28 3 2 11 13 
137 Dhala 339'07 29 125 6 30 :35 18 8 34 
138 Gankar P, Po. 932·70 193 751 93 129 168 62 189 48 155 
139 Paikar 109·37 12 4(; 5 35 5 1 
140 Brindabanpur 268'02} Uninhabited 141 Chak Bahala 270·61 
142 Rajnagar 49H2 165 713 149 430 70 108 2 41 19 3 40 
143 Raninagar P. 610·54 434 2,549 178 581 514 605 228 329 2 290 
144 Diar Raninagar 474·59 100 659 36 82 340 153 31 22 31 
145 Nutanganj P. 393'02 256 1,349 123 416 382 421 88 22 20 
146 Pachanpara 501'34 Uninhabited 
147 Santoshpur 208'99 125 502 33 230 109 104 41 8 10 
148 Elaspur 150'38 31 129 43 17 3 7 26 33 
149 Bagpara 249·76 84 377 24 97 89 127 16 48 
150 Kanchanpur 499·64 11 73 2 19 6 45 3 
151 Pasai 587·10 67 266 47 53 70 30 23 90 
152 Mahammadpur 381·90 46 222 9 93 43 15 22 49 
153 Raghunathpur 

P. 368·99 170 862 54 228 303 3 69 79 3 177 
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16 P.S. Raghunathganj-concld. 

154 Birendranagar 302'52 61 331 13 58 183 5 9 76 
155 Frasernagar 419·6'2 78 503 44 266 107 4 2 26 l-I8 

106/156 Uttar Ramna 1,445·66 152 704 54 28 230 441 5 
157 Charbagdanga .. 174 1,118 18 107 816 137 13 16 :~9 

Jangipur Municipality 
2S, 2PO, M.A., H. 

Ward I 324 1,959 769 195 205 14 13 444 513 33 542 
Ward II 694 5,380 1,202 294 99 11 38 1,329 2,506 76 1,027 
Ward III 404 2,604 572 71 59 562 1,242 8 662 
Ward IV 531 2,929 1,664 104 73 798 549 60 1,345 
Ward V 238 1,296 204 52 2 215 528 71 428 
Ward VI 326 1,703 798 196 75 11 149 579 253 24 416 
Ward VII 354 2,384 1,392 432 274 Hi 203 512 60 887 

Total 2,87] 18,255 6,601 1,344 655 52 332 4,]30 6,103 332 5307 

Rural 21,582 114,378 11,214 29,943 20,681 15,418 572 13,695 11,241 829 21.999 
Urban 2,871 18,255 6,601 ],344 655 52 332 4,130 6,103 332 5.307 

G. Total 65,305'15 24,453 .. 132,633 17,815 31,287 21,336 15,470 904 17,825 17,344 1,161 27,306 
acres or 

102'04 
sq. miles 

17 P.S. Sagardighi 

1 Biprakali 219·82 74 285 8 158 4 113 9 1 
2 Chandpur 193'61 10 67 11 31 30 2 4 
3 Baburgram 332·99 77 300 43 168 118 4 10 
4 Chandpur Chak 56'35} Uninhabited 5 Anuppur 92'60 
6 Ramnasekh-

dighi 446·94 399 1,560 84 714 331 380 79 5 51 
7 Nachna 408'89 49 207 20 91 59 46 9 2 
8 Durgachandpur 56'22 Uninhabited 
9 Fulsahari 197'59 160 673 206 459 58 123 33 

10 Dakshingrarn 305'Ol-l} 11 Jianagar 112'50 Uninhabited 
12 Uttar Debagram 89'10 
13 Uttar Kalikapur 195'87 91 391 163 89 222 18 4 58 
14 Banyeswar 854'09 54 235 38 69 131 7 15 13 
15 Kismat 

Nispibiral 249'25 Uninhabited 
16 Tantibiral 210'47 28 125 15 35 73 17 
17 Math Khagra 716'05 60 282 17 89 156 21 15 
18 Seora 96'65 49 233 14 66 146 2 19 
19 Ser P. 635·16 85 365 50 129 198 11 !J 17 
20 Kotla 221-62 9 39 3 34 2 
21 Jaglai 726·93 123 483 50 231 9 214 3 25 
22 Nispibiral 197'46 155 715 145 320 6 345 6 38 
23 Budhi 193·16 15 63 5 28 35 
24 Jindighi P. 625'22 134 528 180 201 77 232 12 3 3 
25 Belaipara 399·84 252 1,000 131 677 249 33 41 
26 Athua P. 166·56 96 367 38 141 60 138 15 13 
27 Syampur 176·3i 6 27 1 11 16 
28 Kharati 1,046'01 112 487 82 213 59 152 11 52 
29 Dumaipur 376'07 52 212 15 75 2 124 5 ti 
30 Morgram, D. 1,556'52 315 1,292 333 545 98 465 65 34 85 
31 Gangadda P. 925·93 235 977 260 577 173 125 24 5 73 
32 Beloria P. 384·46 126 563 147 190 83 207 14 4 9 56 
33 Udaynagar 199·00 30 138 9 20 30 70 13 5 
34 Sitalpara 517'84 no 452 167 238 60 141 11 2 
35 Kharugram 490'08 48 153 20 76 22 47 4 4 
36 Buzruk Fatepur 147'08 20 75 18 37 13 19 6 
37 Pauli P. 242·06 101 363 72 188 .75 84 10 6 
38 Bhumihar 1,111-47 108 505 47 182 174 117 14 18 
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17 P.S. Sagardighi--contd. 

39 Arazi Balaram-
bati 222·68 Uninhabited 

40 Chandpara 1,690'19 . 89 411 24 105 61 189 4 7 45 
41 Harirampur 345·26 163 188 5 72 56 44 6 10 
42 Kismatgadi 261·48 163 973 ~6 391 185 207 52 21 117 
43 Kantanagar P. 612·48 313 1,672 214 821 561 4U 41 35 174 
44 Dogachhi 591·26 83 359 16 81 70 64 2 27 83 32 
45 Hatpara . 63'96 10 37 9 28 
46 Manigram P, D. 1,537'24 291 1,243 196 453 112 401 106 8 163 
47 Balarambati 525·18 88 396 68 38 56 96 78 38 21 69 
48 Kherur P. 1,507'57 183 718 187 270 174 211 16 47 
49 Thakurpara 139·85 Uninhabited 
50 Karaia P. 637'37 216 1,031 499 560 145 198 14 4 110 
51 Ekrakhi 849·82 155 653 76 248 162 216 8 19 
52 Bhola 266·44 91 443 66 258 98 71 9 7 
53 Kaiar P. 982'28 134 545 118 188 42 264 21 1 29 
54 Saorail P. 1,000,03 90 343 60 115 85 100 16 2 25 
55 Gokulta 573·92 86 339 61 176 17 13Y 5 2 
56 Chak Mathura-

pur 116·77 Uninhabited 
57 Surjyapur 192' 1 1 34 130 6 21 67 22 13 7 
58 Bhurkunda 650·16 125 496 22 267 10 186 29 4 
59 Bahalnagar 2P. 203·58 170 734 135 417 61 65 19 5 2 165 
60 Fulbari 291·73 75 361 95 99 73 29 8 18 14 120 
61 Telangal 700·40 148 591 Y9 229 55 27 46 15 17 202 
62 Bokbara P. 1.444'02 345 1,517 408 745 161 385 87 44 23 72 
63 Maliadanga 32·12 59 296 62 84 146 66 
64 Jalbanda 505·96 71 264 63 70 91 102 
65 Imamnagar 216·92 36 230 27 123 34 48 25 
66 Chak Imam- I' 

nagar 63·35 Uninhabited 
67 Sihara P: 224·06 89 410 44 205 96 78 21 10 
68 Rasbeluria 340·52 72 276 46 142 21 81 !! 24 
69 Jogpur P. 805'51 137 539 76 186 45 251 24 3 30 
70 Chak Sihara 51-66 Uninhabited 
71 Dohaildanga-

para 1.290'17 181 775 108 262 136 301 11 15 50 
72 Megha 207·72 87 460 27 248 92 95 7 18 
73 Jotkamal 61·35 Uninhabited -74 Ratanpur 441 ·94 85 384 58 242 5 126 4 7 
75 Belsanda P. 402·26 100 375 33 186 26 159 1 3 
76 Ganesbati Chak 20'41 } Uninhabited 77 Dhamua 213·51 
78 Dhumarpahar 37·89 26 107 28 41 14 42 7 3 
79 Dakshin Deba-

gram 356·02 63 269 64 108 67 63 7 3 21 
80 Buzrug Deba-

gram 191·05 18 80 26 35 28 9 2 6 
81 Brahmanigram 

P. 696·75 183 735 205 385 63 162 37 6 82 
82 Dangrail 320·91 56 258 55 137 27 94 
83 Pania 263·16 15 75 7 34 22 12 7 
84 Dhalsa P. 404·52 84 397 44 152 100 119 5 5 16 
85 Kundar 567'81 47 219 49 84 63 72 
86 Jugor P. 532'59 235 1,062 92 542 210 256 23 6 25 
87 Chak Chachua 68·30 Uninhabited 
88 Popara 2P, S. . 1,173,44 532 2,391 554 1,159 51 341 167 402 43 228 
89 Sagardighi PO, 

H,D. 519·58 77 294 40 111 25 115 14 6 8 15 
90 Bergram 376·88 87 359 66 189 75 83 2 10 
91 Santoshpur 77·79 84 332 26 163 72 65 2 30 
92 Chandanbati P. 944·35 132 552 55 152 388 10 2 
93 Durgapur 79'62 16 59 11 21 8 26 2 2 
94 Kanidighi 209·51 13 56 7 18 22 5 3 7 .. 
95 Parulia 307·70 44 231 37 116 37 57 11 10 
96 Samsabad P. 1,126'23 143 642 222 235 165 200 2 13 27 
97 Katherpara 299·52 66 245 12 64 63 66 26 22 4 
98 Aheripara 288·72 56 231 18 70 132 11 5 13 
99 Fulban 663·17 32 151 14 61 60 23 2 2 3 

100 Haldi 519·98 80 373 4 59 165 145 2 2 
101 Harhari P. 594'88 254 1,166 331 617 136 216 81 23 93 
102 Baragara 1,745'22 225 1,071 162 433 320 215 52 5 13 33 
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17 P.S. Sagardig hi-con td. 

103 Taspara 318'54 17 91 25 27 16 43 5 104 Bayar 779·15 160 690 127 363 74 184 7 62 105 Iswarbati 255'27} Uninhabited 106 Dingali 324'43 
107 Chandigram Ra-

ghunathpur P. 1,167'70 154 803 122 404 165 50 65 II 108 108 Senpara 71-02 24 112 2 27 49 33 3 109 Paschim Matia-
para 395'41 10 53 42 11 

110 Olahar 83'48 6 36 1 4 32 
111 Kumarthi P. 519'92 67 278 65 111 69 59 13 5 21 112 Narasinghapur 194'90 43 213 23 53 87 57 3 13 113 Binodbati 210·86 52 236 27 94 101 7 6 28 114 Ballabhbati 123·30 2 12 W 2 115 Bharat Chanda . 265·04 7 27 20 7 
116 Krishnapur 304'18 72 303 34 130 i02 6" 5 .) 

117 Nanoch 242'21 20 65 4 4 30 29 2 118 Paranpur 220·74 11 42 5 19 2 17 4 119 Diara P. . 888·44 112 477 61 IR8 112 175 5 17 120 Rambhadrapur . 170'19 22 104 25 22 52 26 2 I 121 Saundighi 261·13 12 64 25 52 9 3 122 Garerpahar 297·67 20 85 3 II 44 30 
123 Tagarpur 98'59 6 36 2 12 24 
124 Hosenpur 348'42 25 103 6 39 27 31 5 125 Math Tagarpur 51'77} Uninhabited 126 Putimari 52·21 
127 HUkumapur 261'95 35 187 4 48 86 32 7 11 3 128 Barala P. 464·88 98 429 84 132 169 77 25 8 18 129 Sahapur P. 647·43 56 251 41 30 76 7 14 17 11 96 130 Tokardanga .. 255·95 32 201 9 32 108 61 131 Dakshin Danga-

para 90·57 11 48 6 18 20 1 4 5 132 Itor 460'28 60 291 22 16 45 211 19 133 Ujalmanik 229·42 38 199 38 53 96 23 9 18 134 Kanchia Bishnu-
danga 1,572'39 145 830 51 236 332 211 3 6 25 11 6 135 Naopara P. 1,655'16 181 904 60 235 669 

136 Dangapara 253'50 34 172 25 147 14 II 137 Bangsia 455·54 63 309 85 97 105 96 3 6 2 138 Bishnupur P. 596·19 83 363 73 121 96 70 49 27 139 Kaliadanga 257'47 47 209 55 70 58 74 4 3 140 Balia P. 1,178'65 400 1,999 290 781 255 693.. 109 115 7 39 141 Kabilpur P. 1,256'42 568 3.431 271 1.699 325 1,224 5 49 76 53 142 Char Kabilpur . 254·37 132 683 26 318 29 332 4 143 Char Mathura-
pur 772·08 346 2,292 122 1.244 338 539 16 112 9 34 144 Char Sitesnagar 104·57 Uninhabited 

145 Jamalmati 472·61 54 346 57 175 33 111 6 21 146 Uladanga P. 477'50 95 583 47 328 57 164 16 3 15 147 Chak Gopalpur 
P. 178·58 39 197 11 69 78 39 4 7 148 Uttar Ramnagar 383·10 93 405 53 163 54 106 24 16 42 149 Pilki . 519·83 102 417 37 130 84 180 23 150 Chamunda P. 615'03 126 517 45 256 130 131 151 Balagachhi P. 448·39 87 412 22 124 84 160 17 25 2 152 Ramna-
mahadipur 337·40 Uninhabited 

153 Sinheswari 
Gauripur 624·73 76 334 41 200 93 Hi 2 18 5 154 Diar Balagachhi 557·87 70 384 20 180 140 45 2 17 155 Arijpur 64·74 Uninhabited 156 Dihibaraj 123·60 20 100 10 52 35 7 5 157 Gopalhat 141'67 Uninhabited 158 Lakshmihat 114'43 13 53 51 2 159 Pait Kaldanga 
P, D. . ' 323·65 121 536 129 199 187 111l 5 27 160 Nurpur 223'20 27 134 I 81 37 10 6 161 Mahipal 304·52 22 133 9 25 94 7 7 162 Bhabki 246·40 10 58 4 18 30 10 163 ]adabpur 841·14 117 582 80 203 202 125 5 4 10 33 164 Alankar 556·52 61 302 68 50 110 72 5 36 5 3 21 165 Bajitpur 289'40 73 341 63 196 105 31 9 
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17 P.S. Sagardighi--concld. 

166 Chargachhi P. 278·61 57 265 27 105 137 19 4 
167 Kundain 88·20 Uninhabited 
168 Komadda 513·24 55 257 3 119 125 5 5 
169 Chordighi 430·52 22 142 6 48 38 56 
170 Ghuguridanga 844·55 146 674 35 120 367 142 6 4 35 
171 Sridharpur 117·27 5 25 1 22 3 
172 Palanda 637·53 50 245 53 192 49 4 
t73 Khatua P. 955·82 112 518 167 232 116 117 6 17 29 
174 Dakshin Kalika-

pur 206·66 8 49 3 29 2 3 6 9 
175 Bagan!lat 139·14 11 61 2 49 10 
176 Hukarhat 471·77 89 374 88 52 130 18 174 
177 Bhunihat 1,183'05 79 306 63 86 160 48 3 9 
178 Sinheswari 41·18 Uninhabited 
179 Char Lalitakuri 185·55 134 965 150 629 252 84 
180 Char Sundarpur 160·74 Uninhabited 
181 Choapukuria . 139·66 92 613 15 270 317 19 7 
182 Chaitpur 280'23 60 302 13 128 19 114 20 18 3 
183 Kamrapara . 159·56 Uninhabited 
184 Ganja Sinhes-

wari 249·66 19 70 18 6 3 42 
185 Dakshin Ramn~ 248'76} Uninhabited 
186 Arazi Jadabpur . 71'62 
187 Gobarddhan-

danga P. 157·85 283 1,172 121 672 251 80 105 1 2 61 
188 Dasturhat P. 1,272,75 604 2,786 278 1,065 623 681 38 181 75 123 
189 Pardiar 184·29 26 146 10 81 18 24 17 6 
190 Binod 212·97 63 257 14 73 8 137 7 9 7 16 
191 Dwarikapara 140·81 15 83 19 64 
192 Mansinhapur 378·39 57 215 6 76 139 
193 Ramnagar 341·35 36 178 4 19 102 54 2 1 
194 Gosaingram P. 130·11 40 218 83 96 78 35 9 
195 Baora 470·47 51 241 63 43 110 51 19 18 
196 Matiapara 130·10 Uninhabited 
197 Lalipali 408·94 49 215 51 13 91 107 3 

Total 85,310'47 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

133'30 
sq. miles 16,260 74.545 11,231 31,303 14,484 20,109 203 2,504 1,419 240 4,283 

KANDI 
SUBDIVISION 

.... ' 
18 p.s. Kandi 

Khordda Nara-
yanpur P. 162·48 73 329 52 45 238 46 

2 Bil Madgarya 315·92 Uninhabited 
3 Bahadurpur 356·19 100 521 47 400 45 35 15 11 15 
4 Gatla P. 1,029'02 300 1,330 173 886 124 170 105 2 43 
5 Belun 699·76 85 368 19 296 7 14 40 11 
6 Solpara P. 215·60 162 693 74 519 106 67 1 
7 Durllabhpur 393·04 97 420 21 291 107 12 10 
8 Kumarsanda 2,190'78 490 1,987 164 1,450 94 168 9 77 \14 75 
9 Noapara P. 996·95 154 517 13 454 59 4 

10 Mandarhati 516·13 130 495 20 323 88 77 4 3 
11 Bijaynagar 166·17 93 380 10 299 81 
12 Bil Amalbandha 241'94} Uninhabited 
13 Arazi Gokama . 206·69 
14 Ranagram P 676·96 122 535 21 290 61 60 21 31 62 
15 Dakshin Laksh-

minarayanpur 242·38 24 110 1 108 2 
16 Parbatipur 245·47 136 533 21 233 109 180 4 7 10 
\7 Chiakhali 43·86 Uninhabited 
18 Khoshbaspur 

P. 774·24 347 1,500 269 201 382 476 220 83 48 90 
19 Gokama 2P, S. 

PO. H, D. 3,444'15 891 3.684 685 1,566 441 50S 39 387 375 2 366 
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18 P.S. Kandi-contd. 

20 Mahalandi P. 4,023'62 999 4,574 719 2,260 429 933 3 89 5 855 
21 Jamna P. 451·70 129 649 41 505 46 36 62 
22 Alampur 290'67 30 173 8 68 58 47 
23 Asua P. 449·02 72 195 52 108 71 16 
24 Patna 805·44 100 461 59 169 105 168 5 4 10 
25 Tentulia 474·66 120 413 17 246 61 95 2 9 
26 Ugura P. 657·98 120 487 73 128 99 197 15 19 29 
27 Bhatpara P. 530'96 93 367 81 133 33 100 53 11 37 
28 Bhatpara 

Palasi 168'97 119 548 53 177 105 52 26 26 162 
29 Bil-Begampur 113'23 Uninhabited • 
30 Uttar Lakshmi-

narayanpur 289·89 64 323 7 247 3 3 70 
31 Udaychandpur 

P. 608'62 342 1,800 266 950 49 510 213 24 3 51 
32 Durgapur 262·05 93 447 77 292 14 112 15 6 8 
33 Nisadbag 

Jhaubari 216·57 46 204 18 121 13 38 15 -IS 2 
34 Jiadara P. 1,105'70 205 877 114 364 202 235 45 4 27 
35 Nabagram P. 1,192'93 254 1,154 127 540 255 177 58 18 19 87 
36 Motara 666·02 159 592 98 3Dl 97 72 22 8 2 
37 Marura 1,138-45 202 739 113 337 132 151 50 HI 50 
38 Patenda 1,000-82 212 779 31 344 283 71 21 17 43 
39 Arazi Chandpara 221'58 Uninhabited 
40 Gobarhati P. 1,727'64 345 1,305 80 568 619 106 6 6 
41 Hijal 9,093,98 176 1,083 71 814 12 238 11 8 
42 Benipur 2P. 405'57 200 789 36 766 10 12 1 
43 Gopalnagar P. 455·22 112 455 15 347 21 61 7 2 17 
44 Baze Gopal-

i26'15 nagar 90 386 2 363 14 3 6 
45 Indata 238·72 133 498 50 341 100 16 26 I 14 
46 .Chatar 162·28 36 154 5 128 22 1 3 
47 Chandraprasad-

pur 272·71 228 1,009 132 613 18 361 17 
48 Bundai 194'73 32 180 13 164 4 5 3 4 
49 Purandarpur D. 1,007'47 254 l,l92 99 800 159 133 5 48 9 38 
50 Srikanthapur P. 568·28 323 1.923 112 1,432 29 398 36 2 26 
51 Harinagar 197·72 65 263 13 258 5 
52 Gobindapur 454'25 141 716 15 615 30 55 15 1 
53 Chandnagar 264'38 114 518 36 340 94 23 2 48 11 
54 Santoshpur 289·47 56 268 18 192 40 9 8 15 4 
55 Jitpur 164·95 26 130 19 126 4 
56 Rajarampur 123·66 71 296 41 280 1 12 3 
57 Gopalpur 243·05 107 467 42 269 16 95 39 10 38 
58 Manoharpur 401'28 97 393 42 306 15 26 17 1 2 26 
59 Gandharb bapur 415·12 114 486 51 361 22 73 11 19 
60 Rayabati 273·29 51 185 37 147 3 7 11 1 16 
61 Bati 168'17 47 169 61 103 29 17 6 2 12 
62 Boltali P. 172·21 146 689 199 350 57 35 186 26 35 
63 Kandi 727·17 Included in Urban Area 
64 Kalyanpur 66·72 49 188 18 52 4 31 18 20 34 29 
65 Sad pur 600'83 158 687 138 235 29 182 89 30 6 116 
66 Bamandasbati 150·07 14 51 6 38 5 4 4 
67 Jasahari P. 1,158,16 444 1,846 310 782 616 418 20 5 5 
68 Rambhandra-

bati 40'30 Uninhabited 
69 Munigram 716·33 184 798 144 323 265 123 29 25 22 11 
70 Rudrabati 167'93 96 516 78 279 95 57 35 16 34 
71 Raghupur 104·08 12 56 10 39 3 4 
72 Laharpara 392·17 107 398 17 312 56 26 4 
73 Anukha 466'40 111 426 50 265 108 21 13 6 13 
74 Ratuni 163·40 39 189 18 156 4 29 
75 Mahadebbati 258·10 93 388 54 202 27 23 91 45 
76 Singhadda 137·59 50 212 15 123 5 11 49 24 
77 Molla 261·91 64 332 78 214 16 3 22 9 68 
78 Kaya 193'34 75 339 44 256 15 33 10 25 
79 Kayemba 169·18 20 87 3 78 6 3 
80 Brahmanpara 418·64 128 612 106 497 30 11 39 7 4 24 
81 Bahara P. D. 565'26 190 894 143 536 45 31 2 67 13 200 
82 Bhandara 332'91 125 598 45 572 2 11 9 4 
83 Baje Dohalia 44·35 38 182 42 36 114 2 2 28 
84 Dohalia P. 368·76 96 407 76 167 41 80 4 23 7 85 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

/8 P.5. Kalldi---concld. 

85 Ruppur 
277-7

31 86 Raghunathpur 101·13 Included in Urban Area 
87 Sibrambati 223'82 
88 Boalia 188'18 
89 Rasara 2P 622'94 78 365 151 28 260 58 3 16 
90 Arazi Sibram-

bati 129'82} lncluded in Urban Area 91 Baghdanga 722·50 
92 Saspara P. 227'90 256 1,147 84 704 135 158 111 5 34 
93 Jemo 164·91 Included in Urban Area 
94 Mahadia P 575·06 240 1,047 152 460 134 148 101 57 16 131 
95 Durgapur P. 256·72 83 451 44 233 45 107 49 7 10 
96 Lakshmikanta-

pur 642'63 92 422 70 310 22 24 6 36 24 
97 Andulia P. 611'51 212 950 136 572 82 197 52 19 28 
98 Hizal Thaku-

ranir Chak 799·53 Uninhabited 
99 Jayrampur 235·75 3 15 8 7 

100 Bhabanandapur 219'40 65 276 89 187 
101 Ranipur 447'43 125 599 4 67 532 

Kandi Municipality 
25, 2PG., M.A., H. 

Ward I 1,003 5,743 2,539 215 144 616 53 1,014 1,407 94 2,200 
Ward II 801 3,986 939 850 248 15 166 632 326 46 1,703 
Ward III 694 3,204 748 543 270 17 12 584 292 123 1,363 
Ward IV 175 786 220 302 41 167 4 68 8 2 194 
Ward V 271 1,501 510 699 109 199 5 146 117 23 203 

Total 2,944- 15,220 4-,956 2,609 812 1,014- 24-0 2,44-4- 2,150 288 5,663 

Rural 12,774- 56,216 6,759 32,000 7,758 8,599 4-74- 2,733 1,171 88 3,393 
Urban 2,944 15,220 4,956 2,609 812 1,014 240 2.444 2,150 288 5,663 

G. Total 58,957'47 15,718 71,436 11,715 34,609 8,570 9,613 714 5,177 3,321 376 9,056 
acres or 

92'12 
sq. miles 

/9 P.5. Khargram 

1 Raypur P. 356'07 63 250 26 101 87 21 4 37 
2 Jhilli D. 1,639'81 4-51 1,698 281 588 359 4-56 110 26 159 
3 Khaspur 502'67 222 934- 194- 4-07 73 24-9 134- 3 68 
4 Sripur 611'43 84 425 62 227 34 164 
5 Mirhati 452'66 64 291 37 134 80 71 5 
6 Chak Bhatina 169'99 Uninhabited 
7 Siata 1,136'30 145 547 38 352 10 162 11 12 
8 Kamarpur P. 166'56 44 181 26 98 10 49 16 8 
9 Nonadanga 200'34 82 344 43 128 108 38 30 23 17 

10 Titidanga P. 394·89 170 728 67 496 17 199 6 5 5 
11 Dhanigram 433'21 141 649 81 188 50 243 112 4 52 
12 ]adabpur 135'65 73 342 19 181 18 117 13 13 
13 Digha 114'30 84 390 39 227 4 107 28 7 17 
14 Kelai P. 495·77 225 959 128 628 199 39 7 86 
15 Sanigram 658·56 105 425 52 224- 159 21 5 16 
16 Hazipur 379·53 87 371 20 114 39 4 14 
17 Bazitpur 596'81 26 127 3 122 5 
18 Masadanga 188·12 15 121 18 121 
19 Basantapur 591'23 126 589 122 362 HI 185 10 9 4 
20 Anandanagar . 208'21 2 5 3 1 3 1 
21 Biswanathpur P. 435·46 250 1,207 178 749 82 232 16 34 38 56 
22 Jhajhra . 677·13 74 304 20 131 76 77 12 -s 
23 Padam Kandi P. 762·05 208 913 141 344 276 200 6 34 13 40 
24 Sarbbamangala-

pur 124·19 49 204 8 168 9 "23 2 1 I 
25 Sabaldaha 766·17 256 1,206 293 521 164 180 248 56 37 
26 Desalpur 591·23 73 400 99 222 41 96 19 2 20 
27 Palasi P. 361·46 113 544 126 248 89 134 46 10 4 13 
28 Gaphul P~ 198'53 99 441 99 296 16 21 61 47 
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J.L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

19 P.S. Khargram--contd. 

29 Punrapara 341'70 176 944 185 574 77 196 63 20 14 
30 Jaypur P. 1,312'09 234 917 104 357 154 278 50 35 43 
31 Purbba 

Srikrishnapur 257'05 49 221 25 118 34 46 6 17 
32 Nabipur 103'47 25 124 3 35 87 2 
33 Bautipara P. 352'00 62 326 56 257 19 40 9 I 
34 Matai 400·77 54 275 43 153 6 8 I 8 99 
35 Bhalkundi P. 926'51 191 813 142 379 101 281 16 7 29 
36 Matanda 107·83 7 30 2 4 8 17 1 
37 Diara P. 394·72 20 514 48 289 123 84 5 6 7 
38 Ramchandra-

pur P. 364·53 145 487 56 292 37 129 23 6 
39 Khansama-

danga 210'85 10 33 4 23 9 1 
40 Indrani p, D. 1,123'08 428 2,009 536 788 369 627 57 38 130 
41 Sarmastapur 157'69 22 113 8 60 33 13 7 
42 Rahimanagar 570'92 129 614 89 311 174 84 30 2 13 
43 Rahigram 2P. 877-78 278 1,200 132 560 280 258 47 36 3 16 
44 Uttar Ganga-

rampur 130·98 22 105 2 13 28 48 14 2 
45 Sadal P. 1,466'29 239 949 104 893 45 11 
46 Bhatkanda 254·11 41 171 2 107 10 34 12 8 
47 Surkhali P. 706·72 143 762 51 613 10 127 7 5 
48 Sankarpur 1.225'65 384 1,752 42 997 9 663 33 32 17 
49 J ahangirpur 204·57 83 364 23 167 189 6 2 
50 Raghunathpur 186'76 7 46 2 7 20 15 3 1 
51 Amjua P. 352·80 123 629 132 281 33 157 7 101 25 25 
52 Churigram P. 332·33 45 247 68 163 37 17 2 18 10 
53 Durgarampur 276·86 36 161 32 108 12 15 18 8 
54 Gobindapur 346·45 44 192 5 39 52 69 18 3 11 
55 Serpur P, H. 322'36 210 802 120 306 37 329 48 6 76 
56 Asalpur 422·43 317 / 1,193 191 771 266 30 26 100 
57 Sahapara 407·80 115 539 125 255 57 75 78 8 66 
58 Bil Belun 999·57 Uninhabited 
59 Bagrain 1,007,70 135 615 91 456 126. 4 29 
60 Bhabaninagar 461·10 147 652 114 450 165 10 6 21 
61 Kandra 512·57 84 348 52 160 26 141 8 13 
62 Chhatrapur 120·35 49 186 12 82 9 89 3 2 I 
63 Palsanda 574'30 158 645 71 235 82 117 35 176 
64 Chandibati 272·69 58 297 69 179 38 46 17 17 
65 Telsundi 551·32 84 373 66 146 124 74 8 21 
66 Samandi 714·42 103 437 84 224 13 134 13 9 44 
67 Ghanasyampur . 220·02 21 86 3 47 26 5 8 
68 Pilsima P. . 403'65 97 464 72 219 30 196 9 5 5 
69 Dasdebagram 430·16 117 555 86 368 l14 50 14 1 8 
70 Paschim 

Srikrishna pur 314·12 16 79 4 64 15 
71 Jasorpara . 186·92 Uninhabited 
72 Uttar Gopinath-

pur 2P. 933·99 289 1,365 175 601 157 419 121 32 35 
73 Giridharipur 355·41 35 177 11 100 2D 54 1 2 
74 Parulia P Rh. 1,231'83 426 1.557 378 780 99 393 106 21 158 
75 Jethya ' 167'21 73 334 57 169 50 106 6 3 
76 Isanpur 352·52 122 563 88 388 53 102 16 4 
77 Punia 1,006'01 145 637 115 266 122 146 9 29 18 47 
78 Kesiadanga P. 224·12 107 493 112 257 113 84 18 2 19 
79 Mahammadpur 1,333'55 196 873 88 305 228 215 33 18 74 
80 Hazrabati 165'39 70 337 46 115 92 126 3 1 
81 Bhatgram 291·39 61 304 25 105 62 127 5 5 
82 Gopalpur 167'86 5 26 1 3 22 1 
83 Sibpur 23·71 Uninhabited 
84 Jot Seha 361,96 112 564 32 211 199 149 3 2 
85 Nagar p, PO. 446·65 416 2,245 268 737 34 256 1,088 71 59 
86 Atai P. 1,077'64 170 708 63 280 81 310 16 11 9 
87 Dunigram 358·80 72 317 87 222 36 38 17 4 
88 Margram P. 410·62 202 1,007 141 462 126 157 215 5 3 39 
89 Pathai 438·13 ...,114 496 70 350 46 72 20 8 
90 Margram Arazi 224·69 Uninhabited 
91 Sundarpur 514·94 74 331 8 321 7 3 
92 Kalidaspur 273'44 23 92 2 91 1 
93 Bibinagar 515'57 92 430 15 424 ;:l 3 
94 Khesar 1,165'02 101 488 52 319 9 102 23 14 21 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ·11 12 13 14 

19 P:S. Khargram-conc1d. 
95 Sahapur 478'30 286 1,359 279 502 240 195 338 24 60 
96 Kasigram 359'09 58 296 25 152 52 78 5 7 2 
97 Mandalsar P. 972'56 122 577 94 355 31 134 13 7 37 
98 Kirttipur p, D. 1,476,67 238 1,085 222 602 89 327 25 9 33 
99 Budharapara 243·36 141 704 123 322 55 241 28 11 3 44 

100 Podda P. 377-00 141 644 182 433 36 127 18 3 27 
101 Ayra P. 805·94 151 784 117 361 208 134 41 9 31 
102 Bharata 292·68 84 406 47 188 83 102 8 25 
103 Augram 2P. 1,012'89 149 665 93 269 39 259 46 19 32 
104 Upalai 557·76 95 479 89 356 48 49 1 25 
105 Simulia Chak 226·04 20 157 14 27 14 55 3 58 
106 Eroali P, PO, D. 2,668'99 558 2,565 486 1,044 372 912 68 42 13 113 
107 Atgharia 462·73 108 540 65 423 77 18 5 3 14 
108 Gayespur P. 1,439:42 361 1,562 296 1,020 126 309 27 6 73 
109 Jatarpur 304,50 202 1,135 129 474 188 393 48 16 16 
110 Kanduri P, S. 504·28 234 950 198 579 60 188 54 7 62 
111 Durgapur 874·69 142 591 146 313 8 164 55 14 37 
112 Ninur 342·54 119 451 32 214 39 135 16 12 35 
113 Katigram 240·89 5 40 1 18 22 
114 Gurulia P, Rh .. 1,102,93 262 1,251 306 449 129 237 246 45 6 139 
115 Garutia 673·08 147 681 106 634 9 31 7 
116 Bil Sankura 101·67 Uninhabited 
117 Dakshin Ganga-

124-69 rampur 38 177 10 177 
118 Ratanpur Arazi 

P. 144'85 55 235 13 228 5 2 
119 Naldipi 305·29 40 176 12 133 31 12 
120 J alkar' Bilnarua 203'47} Uninhabited 
121 Nrisinghapur . 928·74 
122 Gaharia P. 446·27 166 747 98 506 68 70 4 82 14 3 
123 Bil Patan 986·53 Uninhabited 
124 Dakshin Sibpur 385·35 12 126 3 34 67 17 5 
125 Dakshin Raypur 854·07 111 459 1 281 37 83 22 6 30 
126 Harinagar 59·58 5 22 58 17 5 
127 Kesabpur 538'83 42 181 3 138 17 24 2 
128 Rameswarpur 308·72 7 29 15 7 13 5 3 
129 Sujapur 592,11 32 138 1 5 85 48 
130 Borai 274·08 4 19 4 7 8 
131 Harinarayanpur 489·87 47 250 44 171 34 17 19 2 7 
132 Mandalpur 175·62 131 524 23 201 103 153 53 14 
133 Chandkhali 216·33 25 84 3 67 12 1 4 
134 Dangapara 248·05 90 315 27 257 12 28 16 2 
135 Banur 196·29 54 240 10 157 5 1 73 4 
136 Goai 369·74 76 376 8 221 20 1 127 7 
137 Jamuni 472·80 79 356 7 179 10 23 95 45 4 
138 Kalgram 2P. . 354·19 137 719 76 299 76 123 20 91 110 
139 Khargram PO, 

H, D. 2,384'91 806 3,420 430 1,713 497 596 248 30 9 327 
140 Lakshminarayan-

pur Arazi 175,11 Uninhabited 
141 Dakshin 

Gopinathpur . 415·90 55 269 10 190 41 1 25 12 
142 Manikpur 225·19 38 228 6 128 61 19 14 2 4 
143 Haladharpur 

Arazi 23·41 Uninhabited 
144 Rasulpur 246·61 28 154 24 95 54 5 
145 Mahisar 2P, PO. 1,548'95 391 1,553 269 431 212 545 131 40 32 162 
146 Haripur 619·21 277 1,575 249 618 182 117 376 27 255 
147 Haladharpur 28·56 Uninhabited 
148 Barar P. 590·34 121 626 100 304 58 130 57 5 72 
149 Thira 173·63 43 197 5 137 55 2 3 
150 Batur 366·40 131 6,34 129 416 23 80 44 7 7 57 
151 Nitaipur 120·54 1 2 2 
152 Bele 576·15 219 911 154 370 86 130 200 64 4 57 
153 Bil Dabeswar 106,20 Uninhabited 
154 Chandsinghbati 150·66 140 617 4 138 14 308 144 5 8 
155 Kharsa 154·84 74 413 8 389 23 1 

Total 78,304,77 18,042 81,902 11,960 42,349 8,874 18,400 78 6,482 1,338 85 4,296 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

122'35 
sq. miles 
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J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II __ III 
IV V VI VII VIII No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
20 P.S. BUl'wan 

1 Jhikarhati P. 2,368'83 525 2,629 247 1,474 28 814 7 72 61 2 171 2 Kalikapur 219'68 24 143 26 114 24 3 2 3 Sitalgram P. 505'30 84 441 95 339 5 50 23 24 4 Kunia P. 845'92 246 1,060 88 481 236 304 17 22 5 Daspara 421'47 18 69 14 67 2 6 Siddheswari 815'04 143 503 98 350 80 '63 7 3 7 Bahara 383'09 89 420 85 258 116 6 9 8 23 8 Kalyanpur P, D. 625'46 175 673 t08 472 47 77 24 53 9 Aikalpara 104·75 Uninhabited 10 Kapsa 801'36 126 533 126 427 15 71 6 13 It Padmalabhbati 147'25 Uninhabited 1;- Kundal P. 893'37 259 1,274 216 702 76 369 16 62 49 Iii Badda 713'48 84 379 60 260 87 19 I 12 14 Bichhur P. 574'82 85 360 58 221 132 6 I 15 Mallikpur 174'27 35 150 11 123 3 17 4 3 16 Andi 537·50 58 264 22 214 46 4 17 Mahishgram P. 1,157·08 246 1,049 230 712 13 296 5 ., 23 18 Debagram 927'64 115 462 61 313 21 116 10 I I 19 Kapsa Kisma t 590'75 171 71£ 72 451 3 183 47 32 20 Belgaon 485'68 56 2.54 30 222 25 I 6 21 Mahula 171'30 26 99 10 32 16 48 3 22 Misra Taloa 257'08 52 228 43 168 13 43 I 3 23 Ful Sikhar 816'39 130 51 I 116 397 32 77 5 24 Bipra Sekhar P. 559'42 98 485 44 273 30 154_ 9 3 16 25 Kamarmuni 363'68 59 267 42 195 33 18 20 1 26 Amritamuni 217'00 36 160 28 98 45 10 1 6 27 Baratia 2'95'85 77 409 110 335 45 9 20 28 Haldi P. 451'48 87 430 88 322 78 22 7 29 Kharjjuna P. . 1,078'42 272 1,372 234 1,020 28 294 ·18 12 30 Bhabaninagar P. 331 '44 92 465 32 351 24 19 17 19 35 31 Lakshmi-
narayanpur 602'08 28 140 8 100 7 7 2 6 18 32 Haribati P. 281'23 160 644 123 424 181 14 25 33 Mudda 169'19 58 247 27 153 23 48 9 6 8 34 Ruithanpur 170'26 II 59 15 47 6 6 35 Rojkhara 231'16 53 205 32 88 8 90 11 3 5 36 Kuli P, D. 753'83 253 971 120 502 25 32 40 72 300 37 Ramrampur 105'08 68 279 9 201 12 10 18 38 38 Komadda 528'87 110 467 !H 193 193 31 15 35 39 Rahigram 319'41 59 250 35 157 4 68 4 1 16 40 Gopipur P. 99'35 178 780 132 398 65 152 69 13 21 62 41 Kurulia 877'21 205 1,320 228 773 6 468 38 4 31 42 Sabaldaha P. 374'92 129 580 107 433 3 84 36 5 19 43 Kantur 2P. 317'22 52 211 69 160 15 4 19 6 7 44 Srinarayanpur 153'11 20 108 6 6 18 69 15 45 Karbelia 183'62 66 295 59 91 83 17 37 29 38 46 Baugram P. 387'02 145 594 98 328 83 150 14 19 47 Durjjaypalsa 219'19 28 145 110 5 15 15 48 Ghoshpalsa 300'16 39 161 39 160 1 49 Surjyabati 321'45 69 306 68 228 24 47 5 2 50 Samatari 312'63 60 217 31 56 16 143 2 51 Ekpaharia P. 326'61 81 368 48 215 70 82 1 52 Akundi 154·77 74 278 35 247 2 16 3 9 I 53 Srihatti 1,066'20 263 994 122 515 87 256 60 76 54 Salpa 308'19 55 226 37 62 51 84 IS 13 I 55 Ruhina 420'84 175 697 114 350 53 241 29 7 17 56 Barwan P, H, 
D. 1,970'97 599 2,428 440 737 149 523 252 190 51 526 57 Simulia P. 531'15 221 995 99 573 65 327 12 18 58 Ekamba 2P. 578'11 187 723 ~ 368 30 304 13 7 1 59 Katna P. 443'68 155 612 93 36~ 247 3 60 Chauki 250'32 66 270 74 172 10 58 14 15 61 Nabagram 188'76 22 94 8 60 5 1 10 18 62 Monai Kandra 
2P. 813'54 207 960 153 119 425 293 60 21 2 40 63 Kapasdanga 309'17 137 511 80 200 223 84 4 64 Faridpur 432'14 60 287 30 164 3 97 I 12 10 65 Badua 2P. 662'44 287 1,652 195 t,161 51 294 25 I) 113 66 Kumrai 2P. 530'35 191 1,024 273 713 73 112 33 93 67 Nabadurga P. 425'17 137 591 57 422 19 70 25 12 43 68 Golahat P. 565'01 77 372 7 231 26 100 15 69 Kalla 739'84 192 809 142 479 112 161 18 7 32 
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]. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII No. or Village or occupied lation literates 
Town/Ward Town/ houses 

Ward 
in acre~ 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
20 P.S. B urwan~ontd. 

70 Singadda 348·02 67 254 38 138 38 55 8 15 71 Raniara 
Masadda 425'67 91 311 19 139 8 134 16 14 72 Gopalnagar 94'51 38 135 34 104 12 13 6 73 Babarpur 325'17 217 941 144 719 30 126 28 2 3 33 74 Lalitapur 271'90 Uninhabited_ -'is Konchbandha P. 191'04 29 134 9 42 56 25 11 76 Bansbere 98'78 6 21 5 15 3 3 77 Hapina 213'24 30 113 31 46 23 9 20 15 78 Rabi Surjyabati 144'28 30 131 ~ 116 7 2 1 3 2 79 Jugaswara P. 247'13 106 424 98 123 52 87 3 124 13 22 80 Kayalipara 263-11 73 368 33 293 46 I 18 10 81 Panpardaha 193'23 Uninhabited 82 Kurcha 193'23 164 722 74 529 193 83 Sainjuli 143'53 37 126 21 93 12 14 2 2 3 84 Paikpara 174'34 29 137 2 99 13 22 2 1 85 Sadpur 213'20 59 264 21 148 3 113 86 Panpara 188'51 29 140 19 137 3 87 Rayhat 338'08 99 497 93 394 12 81 6 4 88 Ranipur P. 242-86 67 267 46 125 31 67 20 2 22 89 Majiara 448'49 150 646 139 196 151 128 100 14 3 54 90 Kalidaspur 119'12 25 103 14 76 19 6 2 91 Sahora S. 791'67 217 872 140 352 240 45 80 28 4 123 92 Sukuria 261'43 108 422 79 272 14 121 9 6 93 ]agannathpur 251'80 32 130 14 78 23 21 8 94 Ghasiara 145'90 88 354 38 222 27 105 95 Tita P. 317-01 95 383 26 198 31 127 23 4 96 Bhagulia 236'10 49 211 9 202 8 1 97 Panuti 108'62 61 268 17 170 37 44 5 6 6 98 Dewar 193·74 37 158 15 115 43 99 Bhastor P. 594'44 148 640 92 387 37 121:1 65 4 19 100 Talbona P. 237'35 37 137 16 114 5 12 6 101 Jhilera 170'76 46 166 23 86 23 10 18 29 102 Senai 322'93 52 192 29 145 29 8 9 1 103 Mandra P. 539'66 125 545 110 352 5 1 9 178 104 l\lansara 276'36 72 327 34 199 7 67 26 8 2C 105 Margram 106'69 43 179 25 131 1 3 38 4 2 106 Kunnarun P. 576-89 166 799 148 531 49 135 35 13 36 107 Chak Palasi 168'58 Uninhabited 108 Srirampur 539'51 95 384 34 283 19 16 18 47 109 Kogram 543'99 121 471 55 385 65 11 4 6 110 Petari P. 455'46 89 397 46 209 39 95 18 6 3'1 111 Kakra 103'54 53 223 44 133 36 47 7 112 Sahebnagar 104'05 20 107 15 73 8 25 1 113 Mahurakandi P. 524'19 97 500 118 243 136 67 23 31 114 Pasupatibati P. 361'19 85 388 70 326 8 6 8 40 115 Mirzapur 261'01 70 311 61 173 20 92 17 9 116 Dhanghara 107'13 52 244 50 167 2 43 20 12 117 Gaurinagar 134'76 56 285 44 212 1 35 34 3 118 Bolpara 268'52 50 219 39 152 56 8 3 119 Parsalika 159·99 39 189 31 116 9 58 5 1 120 Rameswarpur 67-64 43 226 64 176 46 1 1 2 121 Gramsalika 299-46 148 578 89 390 11 89 37 33 18 122 Ekgharia P. 250'62 104 379 62 180 63 8 16 7 105 123 Srihatta 640'38 182 675 87 367 30 166 57 28 27 124 Ojhara 103'82 70 278 36 188 19 22 23 26 125 Bichkandi 300'21 131 520 64 391 30 53 24 3 19 126 N andibaneswar 

P. 165'48 93 381 56 99 97 84 30 52 6 12 127 Sabalpur 356'22 III 612 181 438 5 8 92 7 62 128 Ballabhpur 262'45 42 201 26 123 43 20 8 7 129 Satitara P. 657'76 225 912 125 448 90 11 165 49 149 130 Nimabahadurpur 
P. 347·73 200 789 78 336 105 201 64 56 4 23 131 Fatepur . 529'22 147 597 72 443 120 27 7 132 Pachhipara 2P .. 603'69 170 690 146 347 64 133 45 9 92 133 Andulia 112'67 28 167 16 137 30 134 Madda 457'23 138 656 72 457 104 59 19 4 13 135 Rajyadharpur 193'42 52 191 16 117 70 4 136 Rajahat Siuli 486'45 132 579 62 331 78 7 85 2 76 137 Gafulia 2P. 420'38 66 350 72 280 16 9 18 3 24 138 Hastinapur P. 582·21 177 843 124 456 63 161 18 65 80 
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J. L. Name of Village 

20 

No. or 
Town/Ward 

2 

P.S. Burwan--concld. 

139 Bharwan 
140 Chaitpur P. 
141 Hatisala 
142 Belgram 2P. 
143 Phupra 
144 Tagra P. 
145 Achhoan 
146 Sibarambati S. 
147 Janarddanpur 
148 Muniadihi P. 
149 Panchthupi P, 

D. 
150 Pulia 
151 Maliandi 1'. 
152 Beharkhanda 

Nabagram 
153 Sundarpur H. 
154 Baidyanathpur 

P. 
155 Sonabharai 
156 Tarapur 
157 ~aohari . 
158 il Langalha ta . 
159 Majlispur P. 
160 Mamudpur 

Total 
(Entirely Rural) 

21 P.S. Bharatpur 

Raghunathpur 
Palisa 

2 Gunanandabati 
P. 

3 Bhatra 
4 Brittii Gangedda 
5 Baidyapur D. 
6 Matiara 
7 Ajitpur 
8 Saktipur 
9 Jajan P, D. 

10 Akta 
1 1 Sardanga P. 
12 Harishchandra-

pur . 
13 Bindarpur . 
14 Chak Chandpur . 
15 Jadabpur 
16 Ruha 
17 Gundiria P. 
18 Hamidpur 
19 Sripatipur 
20 Gangedda 
21 Simulgachhi . 
22 Rajarampur . 
23 Kamalakantapur 
24 Mandalpur 
25 Chamardani 
26 Sank Palisa 
27 Arazi Chuator . 
28 Arazi Jagdisbati 
29 Bhabanipur . 
30 Sankar Marui 
31 Chuator P. 
32 Baje Chuator 

Area of 
Village or 

Town/ 
Ward 

in acres 

3 

637·39 
931·89 
540·85 
263·56 
365·45 
207·14 
219·80 
374'78 
149·91 
386·91 

1,604'74 
309·27 

1,112'77 

129·50 
829·23 

441 ·91 
882'26 
372·94 

1.081'81 
678·41 

1,111,76 
209·16 

68,928'70 
acres or 

107·70 
sq. miles 

371·74 

276·32 
139·49 
190'01 
171·90 
176·62 
107·43 
394·50 

1,098'37 
427·92 
183'39 

548'54 
291·36 
527'95 
278·36 
444·86 
653'35 
478·78 
180'29 
256·84 
452·90 
632·47 
125·14 
295·31 
217·50 
158'53 
28'00} 
59'62 

126·64 
241·02 
227'42 
199'13 

No. of 
occupied 

houses 

4 

166 
233 
110 
207 
50 
48 

160 
339 
171 
308 

591 
145 
238 

51 
481 

211 
266 

53 
118 

294 
62 

18,555 

160 

109 
65 

138 
111 
74 
70 

124 
451 
167 
154 

323 
197 
158 
29 

163 
164 
107 
28 

47 
66 
50 
51 

9 

182 
30 
33 

Popu-
lation 

5 

8:\1 
992 
518 
777 
201 
197 
663 

1,675 
737 

1.495 

2,860 
727 
899 

194 
2,046 

891 
1,258 

231 
495 

1,393 
303 

81,917 

623 

476 
254 
646 
550 
329 
292 
638 

1,485 
752 
724 

1,386 
1,117 

811 
152 
763 
887 
422 
102 

197 
317 
195 
238 

34 

841 
136 
145 

No. of 
literates 

6 

121 
131 
165 
52 
95 
59 

160 
1.043 

213 
707 

669 
31 
36 

14 
677 

43 
249 
30 
77 

230 
63 

14,361 

33 

65 
55 
88 

114 
104 
38 
68 

312 
77 
84 

349 
63 
22 
42 

106 
69 
62 
5 

17 
6 
9 

33 

2 

32 
34 
32 

236 

I II 

7 8 

593 
654 42 
266 40 
325 142 
107 27 
150 3 
171 86 
473 39 
60 59 

655 65 

1,338 181 
492 72 
451 80 

113 49 
1,015 

303 108 
604 132 
123 57 
337 

Uninhabited 
819 54 
255 8 

46,715 6,206 

582 5 

385 
57 41 

330 79 
237 97 
224 
266 
585 
886 212 
644 
677 

752 199 
581 37 
467 94 
127 6 
521 8 
856 
305 2 

93 5 
Uninhabited 

153 44 
316 
195 
210 28 

Uninhabited 
26 

Uninhabited 

494 15 
114 11 
83 8 

III 

9 

196 
16 
65 

217 
26 
25 
88 
61 

1 
234 

131 
128 
143 

13 
716 

259 
268 

46 
137 

375 
8 

15,325 

63 
65 
67 

9 
25 

177 
14 

211 
239 
246 

22 

4 

7 

231 
5 
2 

IV 

10 

18 
32 

3 

6 

117 

21 

20 

7 

V 

11 

79 
42 
35 
23 

6 
191 
231 
251 
313 

394 
32 

151 

S 
152 

29 
123 

4 

58 
8 

5,120 

67 
16 
62 
21 
27 

7 
27 
85 
47 

135 
56 
3 
2 

155 
8 

69 

12 

41 

VI 

12 

13 
17 
66 
41 
7 

47 
318 

90 
119 

203 
1 

18 

41 

I 
28 

1 

8 
12 

2,045 

3 

2 
12 
23 
14 
16 

2 
9 

45 
109 

1 
1 
1 

7 

49 

VII 

13 

28 
2 
4 

115 

8 

11 

286 

5 
1 

16 
1 

12 
1 

]0 

VIII 

14 

29 
183 - 39 

17 
11 
13 

"80 
507 
242 
105 

495 
2 

46 

14 
105 

191 
103 

21 

79 
12 

6,103 

32 

22 
39 
86 
98 
52 

1 
44 

166 
9 

44 
95 

16 
24 
22 
39 

33 
6 
1 



J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Po~u- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town I houses 
\Vard 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

21 P.S. Bharatpur-contd. 

33 Arazi Bhabani-
pur 61·73 Uninhabited 

34 Ibrahimpur 385'27 28 145 5 139 3 2 
35 Chhatrapur 122·63 34 168 23 167 1 
36 Jakhani 360'66 36 214 25 212 I 1 
37 Kolla P. 152·81 115 548 42 286 46 110 89 3 3 11 
38 Kharchandpur 168·19 Uninhabited 
39 Ruha Palisa 222·21 17 97 57 17 23 
40 Santoshpur 980'05 234 893 170 163 169 283 175 28 41 34 
41 Manoharpur . 247·98 98 522 33 338 12 156 10 6 
42 Talgram P. PO. t,57i'10 424 1,961 218 673 189 644 148 162 39 106 
43 Bil Panchthupi . 661'75 Uninhabited 
44 Gadda P. 799·77 270 1,189 255 450 337 168 32 87 114 
45 Sinhari 527'43 115 525 140 258 24 124 70 10 3[1 
46 Syampur P. 315'18 56 300 31 2eJ7 1 54 24 "j 7 
47 Chanchhoa 253·31 76 356 26 276 79 
48 Balichuna 224·61 24 122 17 116 & 
49 Kasipur P. 703·13 127 561 102 328 137 10 24 44 18 
50 Gidgram 550·52 248 1,170 137 762 32 281 14 2 79 
51 Sahabajpur 380'51 129 500 49 341 6 55 42 56 
52 Bharadanga 

Serpur 372'04 290 1,185 248 381 79 185 270 67 203 
53 Gaysabad S. 491'36 225 951 150 495 46 243 46 44 8 6!} 
54 Sunuti 912·74 252 1,074 187 759 21 245 5 30 1 13 
55 Manpara 122·00 Uninhabited 
56 Atkula 222·49 92 379 64 161 9 108 67 18 1& 
57 Rautari 157-74 41 230 60 203 17 8 2 
58 Masadda P. 516·20 115 471 80 291 23 132 16 8 
59 Nabagram 194·54 41 187 34 167 17 3 
60 Ayajuni P. 419'89 13& 653 154 409 20 137 47 7 33 
61 Salu P, PO. 1,327'88 265 996 216 524 121 184 76 14 5 72 
62 Dechapra P. 447-71 182 795 115 408 79 22.5 37 3 19 24 
63 Kharinda 352'99 201 753 66 397 86 156 35 7 4 68 
64 Parbbatpur 39·49 Uninhabited 
65 Karandi P. 932'97 251 1,011 243 487 108 209 55 26 21 105 
66 Masundi P. PO. 221·78 162 897 136 566 29 238 12 52 
67 Braq.mandihi 232·32 73 251 39 100 21 24 70 4 32 
68 Bharatpur 2P, 

Po, H. D .. 2,525'38 834 3,421 481 827 716 931 361 150 34 402 
69 Alugram 2P, S 1,297'03 383 1,707 404 181 231 653 328 67 6 241 
70 Sunia 469'45 204 811 141 376 123 200 24 18 10 60 
71 Sehalai P. 328·13 101 428 64 336 21 22 17 I 31 
72 Chak Ballabhpur 92·38 Uninhabited 
73 Madanpur 

Dafarpur P. 532·93 193 765 74 233 176 212 24 40 20 61} 
74 Gobindapur 325·99 41 209 14 75 120 7 3 4 
75 Berbari 137·17 14 49 9 23 16 1 
76 Bulchandpur 208'58 Uninhabited 
77 Uttar Sahapur 258·41 39 198 10 11 76 87 23 1 
78 Masla P. 831·01 342 1,362 251 929 207 89 75 32 30 
79 Karea 344·61 102 493 94 446 24 19 I 3 
80 Podmur P. 422·65 78 476 31 416 11 45 4 
81 Sijgram p, S, 

PO,D. 1,037'09 439 1,902 3S7 682 353 477 37 94 259 
82 Bholta 473·88 109 449 66 243 88 99 7 4 8 
83 Saiyad Kulutia 

P. 1,006'89 337 1,375 82 608 52 513 50 49 103 
84 Binodia 2P. 796·28 343 1,415 73 649 186 232 7 3 11 4 323 
85 Raigram P. 1,098'49 291 1,200 48 691 3 488 16 Z 
86 Gulutia P. 511·08 258 1,196 277 215 379 347 35 2 21 86 III 
87 Gopgram P. 475·81 142 552 190 319 62 99 15 12 3 42 
88 Katundi 126·67 50 236 67 131 54 34 5 I 2 9 
89 Khanrera PO. 1,018·05 608 2,619 257 883 195 1, 182 6 66 45 3 239 
90 Dhur Sunda 205'64 41 188 5 98 3 80 7 
91 Dattabarutia P. 1,684'97 291 1,179 274 525 306 206 75 31 8 28 
92 Simulia P, S, H. 881·18 276 1,211 303 751 400 60 
93 Erera 2P. 819'96 231 1,053 140 333 125 299 104 68 28 96 
94 Sirpara 336·91 112 542 112 223 17 71 192 25 

'" 14-
95 Jaulia 460·53 72 321 81 205 39 32 8 1 5 31 
96 Sonarundi P.S. 251·88 455 1,846 268 591 148 381 2 385 97 22 220 
97 Jalsuti 653·57 186 822 119 316 110 220 131 14 3 28 
98 Punasi P. ... 661·60 277 1,083 244 336 151 129 391 18 58 

237 



J. L. Name of Village Area of No. of Popu- No. of I II III IV V VI VII VIII 
No. or Village or occupied lation literates 

Town/Ward Town/ houses 
Ward 

in acres 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

21 P.S. B haratpur--concld. 

99 Dakshin Khanda 
P. 919·88 381 1,648 459 670 206 248 142 106 5 271 

100 Kuluri S. 400·41 111 562 120 223 105 221 4 2 7 
101 Harinya P. 125·59 36 166 66 131 6 24 3 2 
102 Salar 2P, S, PO. 1,766'60 1,144 4,665 422 825 193 594 37 804 787 232 1,193 
103 Hamidhati 

Pilkandi P. 547'03 212 955 106 324 409 9 68 31 11 103 
104 Kagram 2P, S, 

;pO. 2,720'91 1,230 5,153 725 2,128 1,201 845 328 265 11 375 
105 Dhandanga 802·99 103 494 35 256 19 14 10 15 17 163 
106 Bahara P. 303·13 68 312 14 115 48 14 24 4 107 
107 Talibpur 2P, S, 

PO, H, D. 3,676'58 1,038 4,102 413 1,282 466 1,199 639 163 353 
108 Purbbagram 309'45 179 609 84 136 17 320 52 41 14 29 
109 Hat Pilkhandi 337·15 104 371 42 153 44 135 13 11 15 
110 Matoa 222·71 69 304 94 114 8 110 9 10 53 
111 Madhaipur P. 259·79 177 871 89 122 326 229 50 10 134 
112 Kechunia 323·46 58 282 58 246 14 15 1 6 
113 Maliha ti P, PO. 605·38 204 903 322 257 135 129 103 104 174 
114 Kandara P. 1,911'75 685 3,313 458 1,253 248 1,006 161 186 106 353 
115 Ghanasyampur . 155·78 37 219 59 130 63 12 14 
116 Ujunia Sisua P. 602·56 239 1,061 285 455 246 107 60 16 177 
117 Senpara PO. 462·43 96 404 13 295 25 49 6 29 
118 Aocha P. 1,031-64 296 1,288 98 608 151 34 195 43 4 253 
119 Chunsahar .147 ·66 100 434 7 31 66 294 20 23 
120 Parchati 263·23 36 163 15 77 51 20 15 
121 Prasadpur P. 588·42 183 817 212 264 164 276 93 4 2 14 
122 Salinda P. 1,601'55 244 1,195 176 515 180 113 150 147 43 47 
123 Munsurpur P. 829·92 191 722 115 197 115 171 130 42 8 59 
124 Sahapur P. 1,291·01 538 2,279 412 732 256 696 140 161 45 249 
125 Bil Karul 889·64 Uninhabit~ 
126 Ekdala 396·69 67 288 73 188 27 18 24 9 22 
127 Kanchan -Garia . 203-21 47 188 37 118 18 9 22 5 15 
128 Narayanpur 768-12 77 381 69 295 45 18 15 8 
129 Bhaluipara 225-76 216 1,037 78 563 7 298 33 112 11 13 
130 Amlai P, PO. 2,579'20 651 2,504 385 1,042 145 598 431 183 16 89 
131 Lohadaha 2,001-82 172 757 92 349 123 212 10 15 2 46 
132 Khaira P. 912-32 190 1,000 105 449 152 201 51 70 7 70 
133 Ghoshkura 441·21 69 284 29 227 5 28 2 2 20 
134 Katai Kona 555'45} Uninhabited 
135 Haranandapur . 212·03 
136 Bara Baidyapur 895·97 287 1,267 150 461 154 2 27 144 106 12 361 
137 Naoapara 611-59 199 782 56 355 24 252 24 20 45 62 
138 Ghoshpara P. 818·64 116 483 94 400 2 62 19 
139 Korgram 312·76 81 464 138 378 40 19 5 22 
140 Tenya P, PO. 1,405'31 350 1,701 313 628 419 240 44 94 65 24 187 
141 Barahati P. 643'43 206 1,041 263 32 408 194 34 ItO 
142 Chak Gupura 245·89 Uninhabited 
143 Sarmastapur 

2P. 1,234'12 353 1,975 119 1,548 12\ 43 263 
144 Ramna Bara-

khari 1,110'91 50 258 13 191 10 3 54 

Total 84,565'96 25,356 110,426 16,163 50,919 12,411 21,875 529 9,075 4,528 1,087 10,002 
(Entirely Rural) acres or 

132'13 
sq. miles 




