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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

The figureR presented in this booklet give some basic particulars of the population of 
Mysore State as on 1st April 1971, aR recorded by the 1971 Census of India. The data has 
been compiled from the abstracts pre pared by the enumerators on the basis of the Census 
records and must, therefore, be considered as representing only crude totals. The figures 
are therefore, only provisional. The accurate, final figures will he available only after 
the census scheduleR have been fully processed. The final tabu1ation will present the 
Primary Census Data for every village and, in the ease of towns for every enumerator's 
block. Apart from these, a series of cross-tabulatiol1s of census data will be made to present 
the demographic, social and economic characteristics of the population in, a mamler which 
will be useful to cenSl1S data users. Since the fulJ tabulation of the results is likeJy to take 
:;ime, this booklet seeks to present the essential data on thp population for current 
information. 

The 1971 Censu8 of India marks the completion of 100 yeaTS of census taking in this 
country. The referenee date for the Census is the 1st April 1971. The enumeration was 
conducted from loth March 1971 to 31st March 1971, ·with a revisional round from 1st 
April 1971 to 3rd April 1971. The house1ess W€'l'e enumerated on the night of the ~lst 
March 197L The State was divided into about 70,000 C('nsn8 Blocks and the operations 
were conductecl by nearly 60,000 Enumpratol's and Sl1pervisol'f'. 

BANGALORE, 

April 197J. 

P. PADMANABHA, 

Directo'l' of Census OperaMons 
in 2Jlysore. 
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CENSUS OF INDIA, 1971 

MYSORE STATE 

PROVISIONAL POPUUTION TOTA.LS 

FIGURES AT A GLANCE 

A. POPULATION OF MYSORE STATE 

B. DECENNIAL POPULATION GROWTH EATE, 1961-71 

C. DENSITY OF POPULATION 

D. SEX RATIO 

E. PROPORTION OF URBAN POPULATION TO 'IOTAL POPCLA'IIO:r; 

F. LITERACY RATE 

Total 29,263,334 
Mtllel'l 14,940,661 
Females 14,322,673 

24.07 Per cent 

153 per Sq. Km. 

959 females per 
1,000 males 

24.31 Per ceLt 

Total 31.54 per cent 
Males 41.87 per c('nt 
Females 20.76 per ceLt 





BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE PROVISIONAL RESULTS OF THE 1971 CENSUS 

The population of Mysore State a.ccording to the provisional results of the 1971 Census 
is 29,263,334 consisting of 14,940,661 males and 14,322,673 females. The State population 
in 1961 was :.:3,586,772 .. There has thus been an increase of 5,676,562 persons over the 
decade 1961-71. This represents a percentage increase of 24.07 over the 1961 population. 
The corresponding increase in the decade 1951-61 waEl 21.57 per cent. 

Of the total population of 29,263,334 the number of persons who live in rural areas 
total 22,148,627 and in the urban areas there are 7;H4,707 persons. In otber words, 24.31 
per cel\,t of the population lives in urba.n areas and the rest in rural areas. In 1961, the 
proportion living in urban areas was 22.33 per cent indicating a slight increase in the 
decade 1961-71 in the urban population .. 

Mysore State with a population of 29,263,334 contributes 5.34% of the total population 
of the country. The State has the 8th rank in order of population size, which rank it held 
in 1961 also. Uttar Pradesh has the largeSt populatjon of 88,299,453 which is nearly 
thrice that of Mysore. Bihar has a population nearly twice that of this State while Tamil· 
Nadu is about one and a half times. Except for the States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maha
rashtra, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, which have 
population sizes greater than that cf Mysore, all the other States have population '3maller 
than this State. 

Mysore's sex ratio (number of females per 1,000 males) is 959 in 1971. Kerala ,has 
the hi!Shest sex ratio of 1,019. closely followed by the Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli with 1,007. The States and Union Territories with sex ratios higher than that of 
Mysore are Kearala (1,019), Dadra and Nagar Haveli (1,007), Pondicherry (990), Orissa 
(989), Goa, Daman and Diu (989), Manipur (9S4), Laccadive, Minicoy and Amilldivi 
Islands (980) T::J.mil Nadu (979), Andhra Pradesh (977) and Himachal Pradesh (974). All 
the other areas have sex ratios lower than that of Mysore. The All India sex ratio of 932 
is also lower than that of Mysore's ~ex ratio. 

Among the four southern States, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, in that 
order. have sex ratios higher than that of Mysore. 

The population density, or the number of persons per square kilometre, in this State 
is 153. This gives Mysore State the 15th rank among the States in terms of population 
density. Delhi (2,723) has the highest density. closely followed by Chandigarh (2,254). 
The other States or Union Territories with densities above that of this State are Lltccadive, 
Minicoy and Amindivi Islands, Pondicherry, KeraIa, West Bengal, Bihar, Tamil 
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Goa, Daman and Diu, Maharashtra and Andhra 
Pradesh. Among the Southern S,tates, Kerala has the highest density (548) followed 
by Tamil Nadu (316), Andhra Pradesh (157) and Mysore (153). Mysore has the sixth 
rank in area in the country and is the second largest State in area among the four southern 
itatei, Andhra Pradesh boin" th. largtit and Kerala the smallest. . 
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The rate of ~rowth of population in the deoade 1901-71 for the country i9 24.27 pel 
cent. The growth rate for Mysore is 24.07 per cent. In terms of growth rate Mysore 
occupies the 23rd rank among the States and Union Territories in India. Tamil Nadu, 
Himachal Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Andhra Prade3h and Uttar Pradesh have rates of 
growth lower than that of Mysore in that order. 

Chandigarh Union Territory has the highest growth rate of 114.36 per cent, followed 
by Andaman and N':'cobar Islands (81.11 %) and Delhi (52.12%). Among the four 
southern States, Kerala has a higher growth rate than MY80re. Tilmil Nadu and Andhra 
Pradesh have rates lower than that of Mysore. 

Distribution of Population by Districts : 
Table I indicates the distribution of popuJation, the sex ratio, density of population 

and growth rates by districts. The comparative chart of the population size of the districts 
at page 29 gives a pictorial idea of the population distribution among the districts. 

Of the 19 districts in the State, Bangalore has the highest pOI> uJation of 3,346,405 
followed by Belgaum with 2,421,196. The di&hicts with the smallest population is Coorg 
with 376,923 perEaDS preceded by CbikmagaJur with 735,447 pnwns. 'I he districts have 
generally maintained the ranks which they held when arranged according to population 
size in IS61 except for BeIlary which has yielded place to Mandya. The population of 
BeUary District in 1961 was 915,261 while its population in 1971 is 1,122,472. T'he popula
tion of Mandya District in 1961 was 899,2]0 while in 1971 itis 1,152,763. Except for this 
slight interchange of ranks, the position is similar to that of 1961. 

For information, the population of each district in 1961 and 1971 are indicated below :-

1981 1971 

1. B:1ngakre 2,504,462 3,346,405 
2. Belgaum 1,983,811 2,421,196 
3. Dharwar 1,950,362 2,342,(98 
4: Myavre 1,67U·99 2,073,568 
o· Bijapur 1,660,178 1,983,237 
6. South Kanar3 1,563,837 1,937,042 
7. Gulbarga 1,399,457 1,739,671 
8. Turdrur 1,367,402 1,633,2[8 
9. Kolar 1,29),144 1,516,455 

10. Raichur 1,100,€95 1,414,933 
11. Chitradurga 1,G94,284 1,397,181 
12. Shimcga 1,017,368 1,300,379 
13. Bellary .. 915,261 1,122,472 
14. Mandya 8!):),210 1,152,763 
15. Hassan • • 895,847 I,G98,884 
16. N Jrth Kanara •• 689,549 848,604: 
17. Bidar .. • • 663,172 822,818 
18. Chlkmagalur . . .. •• 597,305 735,447 
19. CuOI'S or. S22,829 376,923 



As mentioned earlier, Bangalore District has the highest population in the State. It is 
interesting to notice that of Bangalore District's pcpulaticn of 3,346,4.05 FUfons, nearly 
half are in Bangalore City Agglomeration since the pcpulation of the latin is 1,648,232. 

Growth Rate 

The growth rate for the State as mentioned earlier in the decade 1961-71 is 24.07 per 
cent as against a growth rate of 21.57 per CEnt in the preceding decade of 1951-61. When 
the growth rates of the districts are corr.pared, as will be Evident {rem Coh:tr..n 10 of Table I, 
Bangalore has the highest growth rate of 33.62 per cent followed by Raichur with a growth 
rate of 28.53 per cent with Mandya closely fo110wing with 28.20 percEnt. 'Ihe district 
with the lowest growth rate i.s Coorg with 16.76 per cent. The districts can be grouped as 
follows depending on the growth rates being equal to or above the State ave~age or below: 

State Average : 24.07 Per cent 

District with growth rates equd/or abo'Ve Stete c.vercge 

Bargalcre 
Rdchur 
Mmdya 
Shimcga 
Cbitradurga 
Gulbarg:1 
Bidar 

.. (33.62%) 

.. (28.55%) 

.. (28.20%) 
.. (27 .8:'~U 
., (27.EU~O 

., (24.310k) 
.. (24.07%) 

District witli grcwt11 rc.tes belcu' Stc.te c.'1.'(f( te 

Myscre 
Sc.uth Kar.llIa 
ChikIrf gdur 
N(rth Kar.ara 
Hasfan 
Bellfry 
Belgaum 
Dharwar 
Bijapur 
Tumkur 
Kolar 
Coorg 

., (24. OC<)O 

., (23.£(%) 

., (~3.1~%) 

., (~3.0~%) 

.. (22.f( 0/,) 

.. (22.e4.°1.) 
(22.05%) 

.. t20 . 00%) 

.. (19.4(%) 

.. (19.44%) 

.. (17.1':4%) 

.. (16.76%) 

It is interesting to notice £rom Columns 9 and 10 of Table I the rather steep fall in the 
growth rates during the d.ecade 1961-71 when cOlY'.pared with the growth rates in 1951-61 
in the case of the districts of Chikmagalur, Coorg and Shimoga. The large growth rates in 
the decade 1951-61 in these districts was due to the influx of population into these areas 
consequent on the control of epidemics particularly Malaria, whereas the gro"\\'ih rates in 
the decade 1961-71 represent the normal increases which might be expected in these areas. 

The increase of 33.62 per cent in the case of Bangalore District in the decade 1961-71, 

which is nearly double the increase in the previous d.ecade is largely explainEd by the growth 
of Bangalore City itself. As mentioned earlier, Banga.lpre City Agglomeration constitutes 
nearly half the population of the didrict. 

The increase in the growth rates in the decade 1961-71 over the corresponding rates of 
thp decade 1951-(il in the case of Gulbarga District is p~rtial]y explained by the J .. arge Scale 
improvement in communIcations in the area and investment in development in that district 
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in recent years. Similarly, in the case of Mysore District, the establishment of the 
University and the development of a new campus for the University has added to Mysore 
City's population and consequently partially explains the increase in the growth rate of this 
district. Large-scale project works which have recently been taken up and resettlement 
schemes also have contributed to the growth. Raichur District has been an area of intensive 
agricultural development consequent on irrigation since nearly 5 lakh acres have been 
developed in the district under the Tungabhadra Dam. Irrigation has always required 
intensive labour and this district has had quite some migration from neighbouring areas, 
particulrly from Andhra Pradesh. The influx of agricultural labour and the improvement 
of communications and marketing largely explain the jump from 15.44 per cent in the 
decade 1951-61 to a growth rate of 28.53 per cent in the decade 1961-71 in this district. 
The increases in the case of Mandya and South Kanara Districts are also due to development 
activities. In Mandya district agricultural development as a result of the Intensive Agri
oultural Development Programme has attracted labour while in the case of South Kanara 
special projects such as the Harbour Project and the Railway Project would explain partially 
the increase. 

Sex Ratio 

Sex ratio is an important demographic characteristic. It is defined as tbe number 
of females per thousand males. For Mysore State the Sex ratio in 1961 was 959. The 
sex ratio is identical to this figure in 1971 also. Incidentally, the All India sex ratio 
III 1961 was 941. 

South Kanara has the highest sex ratio of 1,061. In 1961 too, this district had the 
highest sex ratio. It has been the tradition for males from South Kanara to move into 
the plantation areas in the neighbouring districts of the State for employment. 

It is interesting to notice that the rural sex ratio is higher than that of the urban one. 
This has been so even in 1961 and is due to the fact that it is usually the males who first 
move into the urban areas in search of employment rather than the females. This explains 
Bangalore district having the lowest sex ratio in the State. The figures for 196] and 1971 
are indicated below : 

Total -
Rural 

Urban 

Sex Ratio (MysoreState) 

1971 

959 

973 

914 

1961 

959 

973 

913 



Density of population per Sq. Km. 

The density of population per Sq. Km. in the State is 153 perEOLs as against 123 in 
1961. Bangalore District has the highest densit y, "hie h it hied in 1961 alEC. '1 his is 
mainly due to Bangalore City. The district with the lowest density of population is NOl'th 
Kanara with 83 persons. In 1961 also it had the lowest density. 

The statement below indicates tbe districts arranged in the order of density of popl'la
tion per Sq. Km. in 1961 and in 1971 : 

1961 1971 

B:lngll',re (~09) Ba'l:galcre (418) 
S ,uth I(e,mm', (19:=) M:lndya (23~) 

M ,ndya (lS[) South Kanara (2~ Ii) 
K.lar (157) Kolar (184) 
Belgaum (149) BelgDum (lSI) 
Dharwar (142) Mys0re (174) 
Mys0re (14::) Dharwar (1~ 0) 
Tumkur (130) Hassan (16] ) 

H.1ssan (129) Tun kur (154) 
Bidar (1::'2 ) Bidar (151) 
C:li ~T.1d urga (:O~) Chitradurga (]29) 
Bij,lpur (98) Ehimoga (123) 
Shirn( ga (97) Biji' pur (lIt) 

BelL"ry (9::) Bellny (113) 

GulbJrga (8e) Gulbarga rO-) 
CJlik'11~1 g:.tlur (82) Chikmagdur (10: ) 

RJichur (78) Raichur (101) 
C)\,rg (7S) Cocrg (9::) 

N Jrth Kf111ara (67) North Kanara (S~) 

The density in Mandya district has increased from 185 to 233 placircg it as the district 
with the second highest demity of pcpulation arr.ong the districts in the State. South 
Kanara district which held the second place in 1961 now moves to the thild place. Mar:dya 
district has had fairly intensive devek'pment in recent years and this would explain the 
higher density in this district. In 1961 Dharwar and l\IYEore had densities of 143 and 142 

respectively. In 1971, they exchange places with MYEore district havircg a density of 174 

and Dharwar 170. Tumkur, which had a density of 154 in 1971 yields place to Hassan 
district which has now a density of 161. Shimoga district which had a density of 97 in 
1961 now has a density of 123. Consequently it has displaced Bijapur from its position 
in 1961. Bijapur district had a density of 98 in 1961 but now has a dEnsity of 116 in 1971. 

Sbimoga district has attracted considu(1 ble labour around the industrial belt between 
Shimoga and Bhadrav[;.ti. The ranks of the other districts do not undergo any change. 

Th~ density of popultion varies from district to district. It ranges from 83 in North 
Kanara to 418 in Bangalore district. The other districts with densities higber than the 
State average of 153 persons per Sq. Km. are Mandya (233), South Kanara (229), Kolar 

, 



(184), Belgaum (181), Mysore (174), Dharwar (170), Hassan (161) and Tumkur (154). 
Bidar (151) is very close to the State average. The rest of the districts, namely, Chitra
durga (129), Shimoga (123), Biiapur (116), Bellary (113), Gulbarga (107), Chikmagalur 
(102), Raichur (101), Coorg (92) and North Kanara (83) are below the State average. 
Except for Belgaum and Dharwar, the other districts which have densities above the State 
average are situated in South Mysore. Of these, Bangalore, Mandya, Mysore, Hassan, 
Tumkur and Kolar form a compact block. South Kanara forms a unit by itself. Broadly, 
the southern, south-eastern and southern coastal regions are more densely populated. 
Dharwar and Belgaum also form a compact block. The Malnad districts of Shimoga, 
Chikmagalur, Coorg and North Kanara have densities lower than the State average as also 
the Northern-Maidan districts of Bijapur, Bellary, Gulbarga and Raichur. Among the 
Malnad districts, North Kanara, Shimoga and Chikmagalur form a continuous belt, while 
the Northern-Maidan districts indicated form one block. 

Comparative ranking of the Districts 

In the statement given below the districts have been arranged according to their rank 
in terms of population size in 1971. The percentage of popUlation attributable to each 
district in 1971 has also been indicated along with the rank which the district holds in terms 
of size and its rank in population density :-

Rlnk in Percentage 
popu1ation Name oj District oj State's Rank oj Rank of 
,izei'l11971 population Areo dcn'i'ty 

in 1971 

1 Bargalore 11.44 B 1 
l) Belgaum 8.27 I) 5 
S Dharwar 8.CO 04 7 
4. MY30ra 7.09 6 6 
~ Bijapur 6.78 1 13 
6 South Kanara .. 6.62 12 3 
7 Gulbarga 5.94 2 15 
8 Tumkur 5.58 8 9 
9 Kolar 5.18 13 4, 

10 Raichur 4.84 3 17 
11 Chitradurga 4:.77 7 11 
12 Shimoga 4.44 9 12 
13 Mandya 3.94 18 2 
14 Bellary 8.84 11 14 
15 Hassan 3.76 16 8 
16 North Kanara 2.fO 10 19 
17 Bidar 2.81 17 10 
18 Chikmaialur 2.51 15 16 
19 Coorg 1.2~ 19 18 



Bijapur District, though having the largest area among the districts in the State occupies 
only the 5th rank in terms of population. The second largest district of Gulbarga occupies 
an even lower position in terms of population as does Raichur also. The districts which 
have ranks in population size hIgher than what they have in terms of area are Bangalore, 
Belgaum, Dharwar, Mysore, South Kanara, Kolar, Mandya and Hassan. Tumkur, Bidar 
and Coorg dIstricts get the same rank both on the basis of pOfulation and on the basis of 
area. Coorg is in fact the only district which gets the lowest rank both in terms of area and 
population. 

There has not been any significant change in the ranks among the districts when arranged 
in terms of population size in 1971 from the ranks they held in 1961, except in the case of 
Mandya which has displaced Bellary in 1971. Bellary district had the 13th rank in terms 
of population in 1961 but now moves to the 14th rank yielding place to Mandya district. 
It is interesting to notice that Bangalore 'district, though occupying a fairly low IJosition in 
terms of area, has the first rank in terms of population size. As has been mentioned earlier, 
this is mainly attributable to the development of Bangalore City. 

Bangalore district has the first rank even in terms of density of population. Bijapur 
district, with the largest area, though occupying the 5th rank in terms of p~pulation size 
has only the 13th rank in terms of density. It is significant that Mandya district which has 
the 18th rank in size, that is the last but one place in terms of area amor:g the districts in 
Mysore State has the second largest density of population aIr.ong the districts. The districts 
which have rather high ranks in terms of denisty are Bangalore, Mandya, South Kanara, 
Kolar, Belgaum, Mysore, Dh~rwar, Hassan and Tumkur. Except fOl Belgaum and Dharwar 
districts and South Kanara district, the other districts which have a high rank in terms of 
density of population form a compact block. Dharwar and Belgaum districts together form 
a compact area while South Kanara forms a unit by itself. In genera], the South and 
South Eastern coastal regions of the State have larger dEnsities. The districts of Shimcga. 
Bijapur, Bellary, Gulbarga, Chikmaga]ur, Raichur, Coorg and North Kanara hold fairly 
low ranks in terms of density. Of these, Bijapur, Gulbarga, Raichur and Bellary form one 
block, while Shimoga, Chikmagalur and North Kanara form another compact area. 

Variation of Population from 1901 

Tables II-A and II-B, provide data on variation of population and the decadal varia
tion of population sinoe 1901 in the State. It will be evident from Table II-A that the 
population in the State registered only marginal increases between 1901 to 1921. There
after, the increases have been impressive both in terms of numbers and percentages. The 
year 1921 can, in fact, be considered as a turning point in the population trends of this 
country. It is interesting here to quote from the All India General Report of 1951 of 
Sri R. A. Gopalaswamy wherein he pointed out that 1921 was a central year for the analysis 
of population trends., He writes " There is a profound difference between the trend of 
growth after that year and the trend of growth in the preceding decades. Dry figures of 



the Census which record the growth of the people acquire meaning and significance only 
when the sharp trends between the decades before and since 1921 is clearly understood and 
constantly borne in mind." Upto the year 1921, the growth of population was considerably 
curtailed by recurrent famines and epidemics but theleafter with the vast strides made in 
public health measures, population has continued to increase at a rapid rate. Mysore State 
has followed the All India trend and we have added 5,676,562 persons to the population of 
1961 in the last decade. 

Table II-B, indicatestbedecadal variation in population since 1901 in the State. It will 
be noticed from this table that the groVr'i:h of population for the State uS a whole or in the 
case of the districts has not been uniform from· decade to dEcade. From 1921 onwards 
there is a perceptible change and the decades that {oHow 1931 specially, aTe periods ot 
sizeable :n crease. 

Bangalore has had a spurt in population from 1931 onward:"l and specially during the 
decade 1941-51 the increase is impressive being 4 6 . 79 per cent. This tremendous growth 
is mainly due to the phenomenal spmt in p~pulation in Bangalore City with the establish
ment of largescale public sector undertakings eluring this period. The genEral tempo of 
increase in the case of Bangalore District has continued to be maintained mainly because 
of the development of Bangalore City. 

Belgaum district has registered an increase of 22.05 per cent during 1961-71. In 
keeping with the general trend, the increase is comparatively greater in the years following 
1921. Large parts of the district are in the low rainfall area and exposEd to droughts. 
It is only the western and central parts of the district 'Y}lich are in the high and medium 
rainfall regions. This would explain the rathu lo,v growth of population in the district 
as a whole llptO 1961. With increasing measures to counter the scarcity conditions, the 
popUlation has registered a slight spurt in the decade 1961-71. 

Be.llary has shown a decrease of populati::m in the first two decades of this century 
and a small increase during 1931-41. The district lies in the low rainfall region of the 
State and in the years past has had recurrent famines which has resulted in emigration 
from the area to other places. These factors have been responsible for the moderate rate 
of increase of population in the district. However, with the Tungabbadra High Level 
Canal now irrigating large tracts of the district, there has been immigration into the district. 
This would explain the spurt in population in the decade 1961-71. 

Bidar district has registered an increase in popUlation identical to that of the State 
average. Till 1951, the growth rate has been rather low and it is only in the two decades 
1951-61 and 1961-71 that the population increase has been sizeable. The entire district 
is in the region of medium and reliable rainfall and well irrigation is also prevalent in the 
area. Agricultural operations are generally good and the district hp"s had a significant 
increase in the area corning under sugarcane ",hieh bas, in fact, induced the establishment 
of a Co-operative Sugar Mill in recent years. These factors together would explain the 
increase in population in this district. 



Bijapul' dietrict in terms of area, is the large~t district in the State. In this district 
also the general trend of increase a.fter 1921 has been maintained but the rate of growth 
is lower than. the State average. The fall in population in the decade 1911-21 was due to 
epidemics and influenza. The whole district is situated in the northern low rainfall region 
of the State and rainfall is not only low but also unreliable. Large tracts of the district 
are often subject to frequent scarcity conditions. It would be generally true to say that 
the district is rather poor and that conditions are not conducive for a high rate of growth of 
population. 

The low decadal growth rates in Chikmagalur district upto 1951 are explained by the 
serious epidemics which prevailed during thoiSe year's, specially Malaria. Intensive public 
health measures undertaken particularly after 1941 appear to have yielr1ed good results 
as will be evident from the increasing size of population particularly during 1951-61. The 
plantations in this district are generally large scale enterprises and attract it Jarge num ber 
of labourers from outside. This factor of immigration also contributes to the population 
growth in the district. The increase of 21.13 per cent in the decade 1961-71 in the case of 
Chikrnagalur district can be considered as normal. 

Chitradurgn district has also followed the general trend. The growth rates in the 
decade 1951-61 and 1961-71 indicate that the popUlation has been growing fairly rapidly. 
Though the district is located in the central low rainfall region of t.he State, there are large 
areas of tank and well irrigation. Large areas are also served by the Bhadra Project 
around Davanagere. The textile industry of Davanagere and the other industries around 
Harihar also attract a large component of labour. These factors explain the fairly high 
growth rate of this district. 

Coorg district is an exception to the general trend of growth in the State in that it has 
shown a decline in population even during 1921-31 and a very low rate of growth in 1931-41. 

This is a completely Malnad district where Malaria was at one time a serious epidemic. 
With public health measures improving, the district has registered an impressive growth 
in the decades 1941-51 and 1951-61. Coorg is a highly developed plantation area and soon 
after 1941 and upto 1961 has evidently attracted large components of outside labour. 
It is likely that with plantation activity already having reached an optimum scale such 
migration may tend to taper off. 

Dharwar distriet is in the medium rainfall region of the Northern Maidan area and 
some parts of it are subject to severe scarcity conditions. In the last few years, such 
conditions have resulted in some migration to other areas which would explain the slightly 
below average rate of growth in this district in the decade 61-7l. 

Gulbarga district has registered an increase of 24.31 per cent in the decade 1961-71 

as against 15.31 per cent in the previous decade. While this district has had a fairly low 
rate of growth in the previous decades, due to its being agriculturally rather backward, 
situated as it is in a low rainfall region, the spurt in popUlation growth in the decade 196]-71 
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can be attributed to some extent to the general imprcJvement in the economic hlfrastructure 
of the district. With an impressive net work of communications now having been deve
loped, improvement in educational and medical facilitie.s and the gp.neral growth of 
Gulbarga City itself, the district has registered a rate of growth which, in comparison with 
the previous decades, is impressive. 

Hassan district has maintained a fairly uniform rate of grovtth over 1951 while it 
follows the general trend in the previous decades. The low rate of grov-vth in the previous 
decades upto 1941 is, in common with all Malnad areas, attributable to the high mortality 
rates due to epidemics specially Malaria. 

Kolar district has kept up a steady rate of growth. However, it is below the State 
average. The district is in the low rainfall region of the Southern Maidan part of the State 
though there are pockets of tank and well irrigation. 'The generally poor Economic condi
tions in the district induce the people to migrate to areas of more intensive agriculture. 

Mandya district has a high rate of growth of 28.20 per cent. Manelya is now agri
culturally a well developed and prosperous district, tbanks to the extensive irrigation 
facilities and large scale in vestment under the Intensive Agricultural DeVelopment Plans. 
In fact, Mandya Town itself has had a very impressive increase, having doubled in the 
decade 1961-71. 

Mysore district has generally followed the trend in the St&te. The population of this 
district has been steadily increasing. The area around MYWff City has also attracted 
many immigrants particularly with the establiEhment of educational and other centres 
in and around this city. As mentioned before, certain projects have been undertaken 
in this district and some settlement schemes are also in progress. ~\he distlict as a whole 
has registered a growth rate of 28.06 per cent. 

North Kanara is one of the districts in wbich the overall il1crease in popUlation in past 
decades has been low. Malaria at one time was severe in this district and it is only after 
1941 that the population has steadily risen. 

Raichur district has registered an increa.se of 28.53 per cent over the Hl61 population 
which, in corrparisen with its pH.vious rate of gro'wtll is imp'tHE:ive. Though the major 
part of the district is in the low rainfall region of the State, the Extenfive irrigation 
facilities offered by the Tungabbadra Proicct have attracted large components of labour 
into the district, specially from neighbouring Andhra Pradesh. The &p;rt in population 
in the decade 1961-71 can be attributed to labour camps which now dot the countryside 
wherever irrigation facilities exist, greatly improved communication facilities and larger 
marketing centres which have developed in recent years. 

Shlmoga, like other Malnad districts has had a very low rate of growth till 1941. 

After improvement of public health measures, the district has Tegistned a sileR ble increase 
in population. The agricultural pattern of the district, pmticulady in the rice and 
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arecanut growing areas, attracts labour from. neighbouring districts such as South Kanara 
and Chikmlga,lur. The district has also had an impressive increase of urban pO.l!ulation 
as will be evident from Table III as a conseqLlence of industrial growth. These factors 
together eX'plain the high rate of growth of this district. 

South Kanara district has maintained a steady growth rate during the earlier decades. 
Traditionally, this district has eAported labour because of the dense population which is 
mainly rural and agricllltural. The Harbour Project, the Railway project and other 
activities in the district partially explain the growth rate of 23.86 per cent in this district. 

Turnkur district has registered a rate of growth less than that of the State average. 
The district is situated in the Centmllow raillfed area of the Southern Maidan region of the 
State. A large l)1'oportion of the porJulation i~ dependent f)n agriculture and though there 
is fairly ext,ensive tank cultivation, this district haR always had a low .cate of growth. I~ack 

of induf>triaJisatlon in the district and the generally low rainfall in the area would indicate 
that the district is not able to sustain a high rate of grvwth. 

Seventy years of population growth 
It is inteL'eating to consider the percentage increase of population in the Stat:e and 

in the districts Ov"er the la~t Reventy years from 1901 to 1971. The increase of population 
in the State between] 901 and 1971 is 124.16 per cent. The corresponding jncreases for the 
districts are indicated below : 

Percentage increase 
District between 1901-71. 

B:1ng?lore 278.63 
Belgaum 114.00 
Bellary 84.58 
Bidar 130.10 
Bijapur 119.61 
Chikmagalur 104.71 
Chitradurga 173.62 
Coorg 108.70 
Dharwar 87.88 
Gulb:1rga 97.00 
Hassan 93.15 
Kolar 109.15 
Mandyu 138.77 
:Myscre 124.25 
North Kanara 86.72 
Raichur 93.48 
Shimoga 143.89 
South Kanara 115.61 
Tumkur 143.05 
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During the 70 years from 1901 to 1971, the population of the State has increased by 
124.16 per cent or nearly one and a quarter times over the] 90] p()~ulation. In HiOl, 
the population of the State was 13,054,754 while in 1971 it is 29,263,334. In other words, 
the population is now two and a quarter times bigger than the 1901 population of the State. 
Put another way, during the ten years from 1961 to 1971, the State has had an additicna] 
population nearly equal to 44 per cent of its total population in 1901. 

Among the districts of this State, the largest increase over the last 70 years is in 
Bangalore with 278.63 per cent. This is mainly attributabJe to the rapid growth of 
Bangalore City. The population of Bangalore distric~ in 1971 is nearl}' thrice that of 1901. 

In the districts of Chitradurga, Shimoga, Tumkur, Mandya, Bidar and Mysore the 
percentage increases over 1901 are also higher than the State average. In fact, in these 
districts and in the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Chjkmagalur, South Karara, Cecrg 
and Kolar the population has more than doubled since 190 I. The increases in the districts 
are not uniform over the decades since 1901. However, in general, the increases have 
occured mainly after 1941. Bangalore district has had the highest increase in the decade 
1941-51 when tbe increase in popUlation was 46.79 percent. In the decade 1961-71 also it 
bad the highest increase among all the districts in the State. Tumkur district has also had 
its largest increase in the decade 1941-51. The districts of Chikmagalur, Coorg, Dharwar, 
Hassan, North Kanara and Shimoga had their highest increases in the decade 1951-61. 
The districts which have had their highest increases in the decade 1961-71 are Belgaum, 
Bellary, Bidar, Bijapur, Chitradurga, Gulbarga, Kolar, Mandya, l\1ysore, R"aichur and 
South Kanara. 

Cities over 100,000 population 

For Census purposes, certain places were classified as urban areas based on the 
following criteria : 

(i) all municipalities, cantonments, notified areas; 

(ii) places with a population of 5,000 to 10,000 with a density of not less than 
1,000 per square mile and with at least three-fourths of male popUlation 
engaged in non-agricultural activities; 

(iii) places having pronounced urban characteristics but not -satisfying the two 
criteria indicated above. 

Such places are considered as towns for census purposes. There are 245 Towns in 
1971. Among such tOWllii, those with a population of 100,000 and above are termed Cities. 

In certain cases, where the core town has urban outgrowths not falling within the 
strictly statutory limits of that town but closely linked to it, the core town alld the out-
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growths have been grouped together to constitute an Urban Agglomeration. In this State 
there are four such agglomerations as indicated below: 

.4gglomeratio. 

1. Ban&alote 

t. Bhadranti 

Con,tituen! unita 

(i) Bangalore Municipal Area and. area uader thi O. I. 1' . .B. 
(ii) H. A. L. Township 

(iii) B. E. L. Township 
(iT) H. II. T. Township 
(v) I. T. I. Notified .Area 

(vi) H. A. L. Sanitary Board Aroa 
(Tii) Devarajeevanahalli 

(viii) Jalahalli 
(ix) KaduaondanahalU 

(i) Bel"auIll Municipal Area 
(ii) Belgaum Cantonment Board Art. 

~i) llangalore llunicipal Area 
(ii) Derebail 

(lii) Kankanadi 
(iv) Pada .... 
(T) Ullal 

(i) Bhadravali llunicipal Area 
(ii) Bhadravati New Town Board Area 

Ta.ble III indicates the population by seiX: and the growth ra.te in the decade 1961-71 of 
the eleven Cities (including agglomerations). 

In 1961, 6 places were classified as Cities. These were Bangalore, Hubli-Dharwar 
Town-Group, Mysore, Mangalore, Belgaum and Kolar Gold Fields Area. Due to the re
organisation of municipal limits in the K.G.F. area, this ceased to be a City in 1971 Census. 
The other five continue to be Cities. In addition, at the 1971 Census, six new placea 
have qualified to be classified as cities. These are Gulbarga, Bellary, Davanagere, Bijapur, 
Shimoga and Bhadravati Agglomeration. These six places have, for the first time, crossed 
the one lakh mark and have attained the status of Cities. 

Of the eleven Cities in the State, Bangalore is the largest with a population of 
1,648,232. The City has had a growth rate of 43 percent in the decac.e 1961-71 as 
against 53.49 percent in the previous decade. The decadal growth rates of Bangalore 
Qver the last few decades are indicated below: 

1901-11 17 . 34 Percent 

1911-!U 26.69 
" 

19~1-31 ~9.05 .. 
1931-41 32.66 •• 
1941-~1 91.34 

" 
1951-61 03.49 It 

H161-71 .. 43.00 ., 
" -
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In general, Bangalore has registered a steady growth. The phenomenal increase in 
the decade 1941-51 is primarily due to the establishment of large scale industrial complexes 
and administratiV'e organisations in Bangalore. This was a period of Industrial develop
ment, the tempo of which has continued to be felt in the succeeding two decades. The 
decades 1951-61 and 1961-71 are also periods of impressive growth in the City. 

Hubli-Dharwar is the second largest City in the State with a population of 379,555w 
This City was formed in 1962 by the combination of the erstwhile municipal areas of 
Hubli and Dharwar along with some of the intervening villages. The growth rate of 52.75 
per cent is due not merely to the increase in the statutory limits of the Municipal Corpo
ration but also to the developing industrial importance of Hubli and the increasing educa
tional importance of Dharwar. The corresponding growth rate in the decade 1951-61 
was 26. 66 percent. 

The third largest city in the State is Mysore with a population of 355,636. This 
City has had a growth rate oC 40.09 percent over 1961. The increase is partially explained 
by the establishment of educational institutions in the City. 

Mangalore is the fourth largest city in the State. It has a population of 214,093 ard 
has had a growth of 22.68 per cent over 1961. Mangalore, in the previous decade 1951-61 
had a growth rate of 45.41 per cent. 

Belgaum, which is an agglomeration made up of Belgaum City and the Cantonment 
has a population of 208,872 and is the fifth City in the State. The growth rate of 42.29 
per cent in the decade 1961-71 is due to two factors, namely, the increase in the statutClY 
limits of the Municipality as also the growing administrative and industrial importance 
of the place. In the previous decade 1951-61, Belgaum had a growth rate of 24.58 per 
cent. 

Gulbarga has the sixth rank among the Cities in the State with a population of 
145,630. The city shows an impressive growth rate of 50.03 percent in the decade 1961-71 
as against a growth rate of 25.75 per cent during the period 1951-61. The high rate of 
increase is explained by the growing importance of the town. Educational facilities lave 
been expanded impressively in recent years while housing colonies have also been 
established. 

Bellary has the seventh rank among the Cities in the State with a population of 125,127. 
Its growth rate of 46.05 percentjn the decade t961-7i Isdue tQ the growing importance of 
the place both as an educational and administrative centre. With some of the administrative 
agencies concerned with expansion of irrigation under the T.B. Darn locating their offices 
in Bellary, the town has increased in importance. Its growth rate in the decade 1951-61 
was 21.83 percent. 

Davanagere which occupies the eighth place among the Cities in the State has a popu
lation ot 121,018. It is an industrial centre where the textile industry has established itself. 
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The growth rate of 54.91 per cent is explained by its industrial importance. Even in the 
previous decade of 1951-61, Davangere showed a high rate of growth of 39.46 per cent. 

Bijapur with a population of 103,308 is the ninth city in the State. The City has 
registered a growth of 31.01 per cent in the decade 1961-71 as against a rate of 19.96 
per cent in the decade 1951-61. 

Shimoga claims the highest increase of 61.07 per cent among all the Cities in the 
State. The large increase is mainly due to the growing administrative and industrial 
importance of the place. 

Bhadravati agglomeration has for the first time become entitled to be classified as a 
city with its crossing the 100,000 mark. The impressive rise over 1961 of 54.03 per cent 
is due to the industrial growth in the area with the great expansion of the Mysore Iron 
and Steel Works and other units there. In fact, Bbadravati and Shimoga are closely 
linked, situated as they are about 16 Kilometres apart. 

Literacy 

Table IV provides some essential informatiun regarding literacy in the State and in 
the districts of the State. 

For Census purposes, a person was considered as literate if be could both read and 
write with understanding in any language. It was not necessary that one should have had 
any formal education or have passed any minimum educational standard. The ability to 
read and write in any language was applied as the only criterion for determination of 
literacy. 

Of the 29,263,334 persons in the State, 9,230,140 persons are literate which would 
mean that 31.54 percent of the total population is literate. The percentage of literacy 
in the State in 1961 was 25.39 The proportion of literates in the State to the total popula. 
tion bas therefore increased in the decade 1961-71. 

The statement below indicates the rural and urban distribution of the population 
and the literates in the State. 

POPULATION LITERATES 
-----------

Males Females Total Males Females Total 

Total 14,940,661 14,322,673 29,263,334 6,256,109 2,974,0:31 9,230,140 

Rural 11,223,300 10,925,327 ~2,148,627 3,996,320 1,570,260 5,!'i66,580 

Urban 3,717,361 3,397,346 7,114,707 2,259,789 1,403,771 3,663,560 

Tbis would be more interesting wben presented in terms of percentages. The statement 
in page 16 therefore indicates the percentage of literates in the State to the total popUlation 
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with the rural and urban break up. For easy comparison, the corresponding percentages 
for 1961 have been indicated in brackets: 

Persons Males Females 

Total 32 42 ~1 
(25) (36) (14) 

Rural 25 36 14 
(20) (30) (9) 

Urban 51 61 ~1 

(44) (55) (32) 

Both in the rural and urban population, the proportion of literates has increased in 
the decade 1961-71. The literacy rate among males is twice that among females, the 
disparity being greater in rural than in urban areas. It is, however, interesting to notice 
that among females also, the increase in literacy is increasing specially in the rural areas. 

Table IV also gi~es information districtwise regarding literacy rates. The percentage of 
literates to total population or of males and females to total males and females varies from 
district to district. The districts can be arranged in the order of thier literacy rates as 
indicated in the statement below: 

PerBons Males Pet»/JJles 

1. Coorg 44.35 South Kanan fi~.4~ Coorg 37.83 
2. South Kanar~ .. 43.42 Bangalor8 62.01 SouthKan&ra M.93 
3. Bangalore 43.03 Dharwar 51.43 Bangalore 33.19 
~. North Kanara .. 4-0.59 Coorg 6O.3~ North Kan&ra :n.13 
r,. Dharwar 38.50 North Kanara 49.66 Shimo~a, ~6.45 

O. Shimoga 36.65 Shimoga 46.15 Chikmagalur 25.2! 
7. Chikmagalur .. 34.98 Chikmagalur 44.11 Dharwar ~4.87 

8. Chitradurga 31.87 Chitradurga 42.83 Chitradurga 20.23 
9. Belgaum 30.53 Belgaum 42.36 Hassan 19.55 

10. Hassan 30.49 Hassan 41.23 Belgaum 13.08 
11. Tumkur 29.19 Bijapur 40.59 'fumkur 17.69 
12. Bijapur 27.42 Tumkur 40.21 Mysore 17.42 
13. Kolar 26.90 Bellary 37.26 Kolal 16.8(') 
14. Bellary 20.11 Kolal 36.56 Bellar,. 14.65 
15. Mysore 25.46 l\fysore 33.04 Bijapul 1~.93 

16. Mandya 22~29 Mandy.a. 31.5~ MandYIL 12.68 
17. Raichur 20.33 Raichur 31.15 Raichur 9.30 
18. Bidar 19.57 Bidar 30.44 Gulbarga, 8.59 
19. Gulbarga 18.81 Gulbarga 28.84 Bida.r 8.28 

Coorg has the largest proportion of literates to total population followed by South 
Kanara and Bangalore Districts. Mandya, Raichur, Bidar and Gulbarga districts occupy 
the last four places. In 1961 too, these districts occupied the last places. 



Among males, the largest proportion of literate males is in South Kanara with 52.42 
percent of males literate ,as against 41.38 percent in 1961. Bangalore comes next with 
52.01 percent of literate males as against 44.50 percent in 1961 followed by Dharwar with 
51.43 percent and Coorg with 50.33 percent. The districts of Mandya, Raichur, Bidar 
and Gulbarga occupy the last four places even with regard to literate males. In 1961 also 
these four districts had the !aet places. 

The largest proportion of literate females to total females is in Coorg diEMict with 
37.83 percent as against 27.89 percent in 1961. South Kanara closely follows with 
34.93 percent as against 23.99 percent in 1961. Bangalore comes next with 33.19 percent 
of its females literate as against 23.26 percent in 1961. Mandya, Raichur, Gulbarga and 
Bidar occupy the last places. Gulbarga District has a slightly larger proportion of literate 
females than Bidar district. 

The ranking among the districts varies {rom the 1961 ranks they held. Coorg district 
has retained its first position with respect to total literacy. Bangalore which held the 
second position in 1961, has yielded place to South Kanara which, in 1961, had only the 
5th place. The percentage of literates to total population in the case of South Kanara 
in 1961 was 32.35 and now it is 43.42 percent while in the case of Bangalore the percentage 
in 1961 was 34.34 which has increased to 43.03 percent in 1971. In terms of perc~ntage, 
the difference is marginal. Of the districts in the State, Coorg, South Kanara, Bangalore, 
North Kanara, Dharwar, Shimoga, Chikmagalur and Chitradurga have percentages of 
literates to total population above the State average. All the other districts are below 
the State average. 

The ranking of the districts in terms of percentage of literate males to total malee is 
interesting. In 1961, Dharwar had the largest percentage of literate males but now 
South Kanars has the largest percentage. Bangalore district which had the second rank 
in terms of percentage of literate males to total males continues to maintain its position 
in 1971 also. 

Tlte districts of Belgaum, Chikmagalur, Chitradurga and Hassan have improved their 
position while Bijapur which held the 7th place in 1961 now occupies the llt~ rank. The 
districts of Bellary, Kolar, Mandya, Mysore, Raichur, Shimoga and Tumkur retain the 
same ranking which they hud 80 far as male literacy is c.ollcerned in 1961. 

Coorg has retained its first position with refe;rence to the ,percentage of female literates 
to total female population which it had in 1961. South Kanara, Bangalore and North 
Kanara districts which had the 2nd, 3rd and 4th places in 1961 continue to hold these 
ranks in 1971 also with reference to female literacy. Except for marginal differences, the 
other districts have approximately the same ranking which they had in 1961. 

In general, the literacy rates in 1971 for the State as a whole and in the districts are 
higher than in 1 Q61. 



A little earlier in this report, the population structure of the 11 CitiM in the Sbte 
has been considered. In the statement below, the population of these 11 cities with the. 
break-up for literate males and literate females and total literates is given as indicated 
by the provisional figures for 1971: 

Literat. Literat. Total 
Oit'V Male, Female, Total Male, D'male, Literatei 

Bangalore 879,267 768,965 1,648,232 588,235 392,942 981,177 
Hubli-Dha:rwar 201,198 178,S57 379,55~ 129,506 76,132 205,638 
lfysore 186,751 168,885 355,636 117,788 82,647 200,435 
Mangalore 107,257 106,836 214,093 77,746 61,243 138,989 
Belgaum lO9,981 98,891 208,872 76,906 50,009 126,915 
Gulbarga 76,623 69,007 145,630 45,355 22,780 68,135 
BIlIary 65,56~ ~9,562 125,127 38,142 21,304 59,446 
Davanagere 64,412 66,606 121,018 38,979 22,906 61,885 
Bijapur 64,405 (8,90S 10:3,308 35,474 18,574 54,048 
Shimoga 54,42~ 48,280 102,703 34,498 23,550 58,048 
Bhadravati 53.531 41,784 101,315 31,982 18,806 50,188 

The statement given below indicates in percentages the proportions of literate males, 
literate females and literate total population to the number of males, females and 
persons. The corresponding literacy rates among males, females and total persons for 
1961 has been indicated herein: 

-------

Oity 
LiteraC'V rate 1971 Literacy rata 1961 

Males Femala, Total Male8 Female8 Total 

Bangalore 66.90 51.10 59.53 59.'32 38.40 49.57 
Hubli-Dharwar 64.37 42.69 54: .18 62.60 36.74 50.34 
Mysore 63.07 48.94: 56.36 61.64: 43.20 52.88 
Mangalore 72.4' ~7.:S2 64.92 61.S0 45.65 1)3.53 
Belgaum 69.93 50.67 60.76 69.55 46.48 58 75 
Gulbarga 59.19 3~.01 46.7~ 54.52 28.M 39.73 
Bellary 58.17 35.77 47.51 54.34 29.76 42.74 
Davanagere 60.52 40.47 51.14 56.12 :SO .84 44.31 
Bijapur 65.20 37.98 52.32 61.46 30.99 46.91 
Shimoga 63.39 48.78 56.52 57.67 39.17 49.04 
Bhadravati 59.74 39.S6 50.1S 53.IS 28.55 4J.5g 

From the above statement;t will be noticed that Mangalore City takes the first place with 
regard to total literacy, literacy among males and literacy among females. Thus in all the 
three literacy proportions it ranks first. This rank was held by Belgaum in 1961. Belgaum 
City has been displaced by Mangalore in literacy rates in 1971. Belgaum City occupies 
the second place with regard to total literacy rate and the rate of literacy among males. 
However, it does not enjoy the second place with respect to female literacy rate which 
is occupied by Bangalore in 1971. The City with the lowest total literacy rate is 
Gulbarga. This City also occupies the lowest place among the Cities in the State with 
reference to female literacy rate. However, so far as male literacy is concerned, Bellary 
occupies the lowest place in 1971, while Gulbarga City has the loth rank. Mysore City 
which held the third rank among the Cities in the State in 1961 with respect to total literacy, 



now moves to the 5th place with Bangalore and Shimoga overtaking it. Mysore City 
again, with the third place both for male and female literacy rates in 1961 now moves to 
the 7th and 4th place respectively so far as male and female literacy rates are concerned. 

In terms of total literacy in 1971 the ranking of the Cities would be Mangalore, 
Belgaum, Bangalore, Shimoga, Mysore, Hubli-Dharwar, Bijapur, Davanagere, Bhadra
vati, Bellary and Gulbarga. 

Mysore State has the 14th rank among all the States and Union Territories in India 
with reference to literacy rates. The statement below indicates the literacy rate in the 
States and Union Territories in 1971 and in 1961. 

Ranking 
in 

1971 
State I Union Territory 

Literacy 
rate in 
1971 

---------------------,----

1 
2 
I 
~ 
t> 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

INDIA 

Chandlgarh 
Kerala 
Delhi 
Goa, Daman and Diu .. 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
Laecadive, Minicoy and Amindivi Ielands 
Pondicherry 
Tamil Nadu 
Maharashtra 
Gujarat 
Punjab 
West Bengal 
ManipUll 
Mysore 
Himachal Pradesh 
Tripura 
Assam 
Meghalaya 
Nagaland 
Ha:r;yana 
Orissa 
Andhra Pradeeh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Bihar 
Rajasthan 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli .. 
North-East Forntier Agency 

29.85 

61,24 
60.16 
56.65 
44.53 
43.48 
43.44 
43.36 
39.39 
39.06 
35.70 
33.39 
33.05 
32.80 
31.54 
31.32 
30.87 
28.74 
28.41 
27.33 
26.69 
20.12 
24.56 
22.03 
21.64 
19.97 
18.79 
18.30 
14.86 
9.34 

Literacy 
rate in 
1961 

24.03 

51.06 
46.85 
52.75 
30.70 
33.63 
23.27 
37.43 
31.41 
29.82 
30.45 
26.74 
29.28 
30.42 
25.39 
21.2f> 
20.24 
29.19 
18.47 
17.91 
19.93 
2l.66 
21.19 
17.13 
17.65 
18.40 
15.21 
1l.OJ 
9.48 
7.13 

Mysore continues to have the same rank it held in 1961. The Union Territory of 
Chandigarh has the highest literacy rate in 1971 of 61.24 per cent followed by Kerala with 
60.16 per cent and Delhi with 56.65%. Among the Southern States, Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu have literacy rates higher than that of Mysore State. Andhra Pradesh has a literacy 
rate lower than that of Mysore. 
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THE POPULATION OF STATES OF INDIA-A COMPARATIVE TABLE 

-----------

India/ 
States anrl 

Union Territories 

1 

1971 Census-Provisioll:.tl figures 
--~--~~~---=--~----------- ' Decennial G,-au·th Rail' of 

Total Pap,.lation Population Density oJ 
--- .. -----------.---.--- - - ----------.-- ----------- population 
P')7,n fa!ion i'n Popu:'1fion in 1951-61 1\:J61-71 1071 
l~F;l (and lank) 1971 (ewd rank) (per Sq. Hm.) 

~~ 3 4. 5 G 
-----_--

INDIA ,}39,234,771 546,955,945 +21.64 +24.57 182 

36,983,L7 43,394-,951 +15.65 +20.60 157 
P) (5) 

J} .l27,P';~j 11.857,314- +35.0'j +33.51 
(11) (13) 

Bihar ±iiXj5,lilll ;,1\.387,29li +19.77 +21.38 324 
(~) (2) 

:t '.';33,:330 :2fi,flGO,929 +20 08 +29.21 136 
(:J) (9) 

HarY,lilil 75,90,543 9,971,1\):) +33.79 31.36 225 
(15) (15) 

3,42·1.332 + 17. R7 +21. 76 62 
(. -\ 1! I (18) 

3,3(j .Ui'n 4,615,170 +!).+1 +29.60 
(1 G) (16) 

Kera]a :; ij,!.lC,3. 7];) 21,280,397 +2·1. 7G +2589 548 
(12) (12) 

MaJ_hya Prudesll .. 32,372,·1()i' 4J,449,729 +2·1.17 +28.04 93 
(7) (6) 

Mahara~htr<l 39,553,71 to: 50,295,081 +23,6U +27.16 163 
(3) (3) 

:23,330,772 29,224,046 +21.57 +23.90 152 
(8) (8) 

Nagaland 36!J,:Wu 515,561 +14.07 +39.64 
(23) (23) 

31 

Orissa 17,5-ld.8W 21,934,827 +19.82 +24.99 14.1 
(11) (11 ) 

11,130,OGIJ 13,472,972 +21.5G +21 00 268 
(13) (14) 

2u,155,(j(12 25,724,142 +20.211 +27.\:i3 
(10) (10) 

Talllil ~adu 33,GSG,1J5:.l 41,103,125 +11.85 +22.01 316 
( 13) (7) 

73,7·~ I),-±Ul 88,299,453 +16.66 +19.73 
(1) (1) 

300 

West Bengal 34,\)SG,:ri\:J 4·1,4~0,095 +32.8U +27.24 
(5) (4) 
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THE POPULATION OF S'TATES OF INDIA-A COMPARATIVE TABLE 

India! 
States and 

Union Territories 

UNION TERRITORIES. 

Andamall and Nicobrrr Islands 

Chandigarh 

Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

Delhi 

Goa, Daman alld Diu 

Laccadive, Minicry and Amin-
clivi Islands. 

Manipur 

Meghalaya 

North East Frontier AgcD.(Y 

Pondicheny 

Tripura 

Total Poptdation 

Population 
in 1901 
(and rank) 

63,548 
(27) 

119,881 
(:l6) 

57,963 
(~8) 

(18) 

626,667 
(22) 

24,108 
(29) 

78,,,037 
(20) 

744,833 
(21) 

336,558 
(25) 

369,079 
(24) 

I,H2,OO5 
(19) 

Population 
in 1971 

(and ran7;) 

115,090 
(27) 

256,979 
(26) 

74,165 
(28) 

4,C44,338 
(l7) 

857,180 
(22) 

31,7~8 
(29) 

1,(69,535 
(20) 

gS3,336 • 
\21) 

444,744 
(~5) 

471,347 
(24) 

1,556,822 
(19) 

(1971 Census-Provi~:onal figurel!) 

Decennial Growth 
rate of population 

1951-61 1961-71 

+105.19 +81.11 

+394.13 +114.36 

+39.56 +27.95 

+52.44 +52.12 

+5.H +36.78 

+14.61 +31.90 

+35.04 +37.12 

+25.97 +32.02 

+32.14 

+16.34 +27.71 

+78.71 +36.32 

Density 
of Popt,lation 

1971 
(per Sq.Km.) 

14 

2,254 

151 

2,723 

225 

994 

48 

44 

982 

149 

Note:-TLe Popu'aticn of Mysore Stc te fS indicated in tl:is compa~ative table is slightl}' lebs than that indicated 
in the other tables in this boo:det. This is because the populatio:l of certain special areas which will 
ultima tely find a place in the final totals has been inclu d, d in these figures in the other tables but no t 
in th s All India Table. The slight variat: on in demity in the pages that follow from that indicated 

herein is also due to the t'ame factor. 
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MYSORE STATE' 

COMPARATIVE POPULATION SIZE OF THE DISTRICTS' 
§71 CENSUS- PROVlS10NAg ., 

B22,619 MY~ATE 
29,263)334 
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TABLE I 

DISTRmUTION OF POPULATION, SEX RATIO, DENSITY OF POPULATION AND 
GROWTH RATES BY DISTRICTS 

(1971 Census-Pro\'isional Figures) 

Sex Ratio, i.e. De'Mityof 'Dcannial Growth 

Population 1071 Females per population per RateD! 

Stale/ Dut,ie' 1,000 Males Sq.Km. Population 

,P,)raons Mala Females 1961 1971 1961 1971 1951.61 1961·71 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

MYSORE STATE .. 29,263,334 14,940,661 14,322,673 959 959 123 153 +21.57 +24.07 

BANGALORE 3,346,405 1,750,592 ],595,813 917 912 309 418 +17.74 +33.62 

BELGAtJM 2,421,196 1,242,015 1,179,181 95] 949 149 181 +20.53 +22.05 

BELLARY 1,122,472 571,341 551,131 960 965 92 113 +18.29 +22.'" 

BIDAR 822,F18 419,180 403,638 971 963 123 151 +20.35 +24.07 

BIJAP,[JR 1,983,237 1,003,649 979,588 976 976 98 116 +18.£1 +19.46 

CRIJU.IAGALUR .. 735,447 379,527 355,9~0 903 £138 82 102 +43.05 +23.13 

CllITRADURGA .. 1,397,181 719,660 677,521 940 941 101 129 +26.02 +27.68 

COORG 37G,923 196,600 180,323 862 917 78 92 +40.72 +16.76 

DllA.RWAR 2,342,098 1,202,615 1,139,483 951 948 143 170 +23.80 +20.09 

GULBARGA 1,739,671 878,032 861,639 989 981 S6 107 +15.31 +24.31 

RASSAN 1,098,884 554,700 544,184 969 981 129 161 +25.27 +22.66 

KOLAR 1,516,455 772,592 743,863 968 963 157 184 +14.18 +17.54 

I1fANDYA 1,152,763 5F.S,269 561,494 9137 960 lS5 233 +25.49 +28.20 

1>IYSORE 2,()73,568 1,067,605 1,005,963 950 42 142 174 +17.32 +24.06 

NORTH KANA.R.A .. 848,604: 433,274 415,330 946 959 67 83 +33.17 +23.07 

RAIC.EIUR 1,414,953 714,189 700,764 985 981 78 101 +15.44 +28.69 

SHIMOGA 1,300,379 673,016 627,363 898 932 97 123 +53.38 +21.82 

SOUTH KANARA •• 1,937,042 940,074 996,968 1,082 I,OGI 192 229 +17.50 +23.86 

TUMKUR 1,633,238 833,731 799,507 956 959 130 154 +18.76 +19.44 

-----
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fABLE 11·04 

VARIATION OF papULATIO!llOOl·71 

Year Population 

lIYSORE STATE 

1001 13,054,764 

1011 13,525,251 

l~lll 13,377,590 

J03l 14,632,992 

1141 .16,255,368 

lOra 19,40' ,956 

10fjl 23,686,772 

1071 29,';:63,3'U 

lNDtA 

1001 233,396,:;27 

1011 %52,093,3!?0 

19%1 %51,321,213 

1~31 .. 278,977,238 

lUI ... 118,1160,580 

1051 .. !(lI,O~S,OIlO 

10(l1 ... ... '39,~::',"I"ll 

1971 5'6,\)55,945 

Nole :-The ~ fllr 1971 are ploviJionl1L 

(1971 C.mus-Provjsjcnal F'gUlt!') 

V:zriation 
(In numbers) 

+ 470,497 

J4,7,6S~ 

+1,25(,:193 

+1,622,S'0 

+3,140,588 

+4,184,810 

+5,676,f:62 

+ 13,!I9i ,003 

- 772,177 

+27,650,02$ 

+39,683,::42 

+12,420,(81 

+77,~2,87S 

107,721,174. 

Ptrcentage 
variation 

+ 3.00 

-1.00 

+ g.31 

+11.00 

+19.30 

+21.57 

+2'.07 

•• 

+ 5.73 

- 0.31 

+11.00 

+] •. 22 

+13.31 

+ 2l.1! 1 

+~'.57 





TABLE II-B 

DECADAL VAlUATION IN POPULATION SINCE 1901 

(1!Ii! ()t!I,sub.l'ro\'iS,ollall'lgur&<1 

.-----------.~~.-.-----.-----.--.... ---... ----.-~.- .. _----_._-----_-
Percentage deWl.lal mriativl! in populatIOn 

Statc/lJi,yirici ----------- .-------------------- - ~ - ---------_-

1~01-11 1~1l-21 1921-31 1931-41 1941-51 11.)51-61 11161-71 

-----~-~----- --_---- - -- ---~~- ----~-

:! 3 4 :j. Ii :-; 

-------------------~--- ------------~-~-------~------~-----.~--~ 
.-~ ~-~ -- .. -~- ~---

~IYSORE STATE "";"3.60 -·1.09 +9.38 -i-11.09 )·19.36 "1"21.57 -;-24.07 

BANGALORI'~ +i .Hi "";"~L07 +18.36 ,18.71 ·llj. 'i!I ·,-li.H , 33.(j~ 

J3J~LGAmI --4.1t1 +HAt: +13.63 -:-IH, !)7 : 16. i L ;!IJ -" t' . .J -j-~:.!.U~ 

BELLAR)' -0.;:;1 --1:3.4(i +13..10 ~I:·!J·:H - 1\J.21 Is.:!\! -:-22.t» 

HIDAl{ ·r-Ib.lti> - ·{i.bl +9.51 -;·16.110 --!-7.-.15 '-:!O.:J;j :·24.07 

mJAPCR .~~ 13.t>i -·6.6.1 +!I.25 +12.31 +I~.i!l .'~ IS. '"" .L 19.46 

CHIKl\lAGALL' j{ -J 711 -1.45 +4.25 -;-:UI.j Tl6 ..• 1 --; 4:1.0.) -i 23.1:: 

CHllRADURGA +10.4:1 +1.U6 -:-L4.:15 +10.47 'C. 1U .. ,>u --; ;,!r .Cl:! -;·27 .I)~ 

t'OORG -~ 3. I:! --G.:i7 ~-·(I.:H -; 3.31 -,35. !J6 " ·to.i:! " HUt) 

DRARWAR - 7.31 -r-0.52 TtI.5!:> +9.U8 -t- J(j. 66 +:l3.S0 +20.011 

UULBARGA -;-!I.:! :I --7.!J4 -:-11.56 +6.9!l +14.52 -;-1 iUl +24.31 

lIAStlA1\ +1.61 +0.63 -1·2.61 +5.16 -,J:L9:{ +:!5.27 ·;-22.66 

KOL.\R -i-7 .80 +1.57 +7.16 +14.36 +16.1:1 ~~J4 1:-> +Ii .54 

~ANDYA +4.47 -,.j .511 +7.27 +9.0(1 +12.9U +:W.411 -+-28.~O 

)fYSORE +3.11 Negligible +8.J6 +14.33 +20.84- +17.3:! +24.06 

XORTH KANARA -5.27 -6.69 +i.Ol +o.5li +17.37 -,33.1 i +23.07 

JtAICHUH -1'7.38 --1.78 +6.51J +ll.HI + 1I.:!l +1':;.44 +:!S.53 

tiHIMOGA --2.69 - ,1.64 +5.4f. +5.U3 +:W.02 +53.38 +27.82 

ilOUTH KA ... '{ARA +4.82 +4.50 +8.04 -1-10.38 +13.41 +17.50 +23.86 

'fUMKUR +10.02 +5.10 +11.10 -f1O.73 +20.46 +18.76 +19.44 
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TABLE III. 

POPULATION BY SEX OF CITIES OVER 100,000 POPULATION IN 1971 AND THE GROWTH 
RATE OF POPULATION 1961-71. 

(1971 CcnlU&-Provisional FJgures). 

------

Oitiu oV~f' 100,000 population, 1971 Populatioft 1971 
Percentage 

Growth Rate 

Persons Males Females 
0/ population 

1961-71 

1 2 S 4, 5 

Bangalore Agglomeration 1,648,232 879,267 768,965 +43.00 
(1,152,622) (615,261) (537,361) 

Hubli-Dharwar 379,555 201,198 178,357 +5!.15 
(248,489) (130,718) (117,771) 

My50re 355,636 186,751 168,885 +40.09 
(253,865) (133,365) (120,500) 

Mangalore Agglomeration 214,093 107,257 106,836 +22.68 
(174,519) (87,940) (86,579) 

Belgaum Agglomeration 208,872 109,981 98,891 +42.2~ 
(146,790) (78,125) (68,665) 

Qulb!ug& 145,6!O 76,623 69,007 +50.03 
(97,C69) (51,019) (46,050) 

Bellary 125,127 05,565 59,562 +46.05 
(85,673) (45,243) (40,430) 

Davanagere 121,018 64,412 56,606 +54.91 
(78,124) (4:1,606) (36,518) 

Bijapur 103,308 54,401) 48,903 +31.01 
(78,854) (41,205) (37,649) 

Shimog& 102,703 54,423 48,280 +61.07 
(63,764) (34.024) (29,740) 

Bhadravati Agglomeration 101,315 53,531 47,784 +54.03 
(65,776) (34,880) (30,896) 

------ ---





state! District 

1 

Total Populatirm 1971 

37 

TABLE 'IV 

LITE RA:C~Y 

(1971 Cell.~u3-Provisional Figures) 

Literate Pop!!lation 1971 

Peretntage of literate8 to tolltl popula,tion 

19£1 1971 

Persons Jlltles Fema'les Persons llfales Females Persons Males Fema'les Persons Jlalea J'e'lltlI'les 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 11 12 13 

MYSORESTATE 29,268,334 14,940,66114,822,6789,230,140 6,256,109 2,974,081 25.39 36.15 14.19 31.54 41.87 20.76 

Bangalore 3,346,405 1,750,592 1,595,8131,440,096 fJIO,4€9 529,627 34.34 44.50 23.26 43.03 52.01 33.19 

Belgaum 

BeJlary 

Bidar 

Bijapur 

Chlkmag~.]ur 

C,hitra.durga. 

Coorg 

Dharwar 

Gulba.rg3 

Huun 

Kolar 

Mandya 

){y8~re 

North. Kanara 

:Raiohur 

Sh.imoga. 

South Kana.ra 

Tumkur 

2,421,196 1,242,015 1,179,IS1 739,176 52f.,974 213,202 26.03 37.S9 13.55 30.53 42.35 18.0S 

1.122,472 5'11,341 551,131 ~93,106 212,909 SO,I!)7 20.91 32.16 9.19 26.11 37.26 14.55 

82'?,818 419,IS0 403,638 161,029 127,6lU 33,419 14.49 24.02 4.67 19.57 30.44 8.2S 

1,9S3,237 1,003,649 979,588 M3,80!) 40';,338 136,471 24.44 38.04 10.52 27.42 40.59 13.93 

735,447 379,527 355,920 257,2H 167,410 89,1331 27.53 37.63 16.35 34.98 44.11 25.24 

1,397,181 719,660 6i"i,5:.!1 44f,305 308,21U 137,086 25.09 36.84 12.£9 31.87 42.~3 20.23 

376,923 196,600 180,323 167,163 98,951 68,212 36.27 43.49 27.89 44.35 50.33 37.83 

2,342,098 1,202,615 1,139,483 901,Sil 618~473 283,33S 33.35 47.43 18.55 38.50 51.43 24.87 

1,739,671 878,032 8fil,6~[) 327,164 253,188 73,976 14.73 24.15 5.20 18.81 28.84 8.59 

1,098,884 564,'700 544,184 335,G8; 228,'716 106,:ril ~4.34 36.53 12.'18 30.40 41.23 19.56 

1,516,455 772,59! 743,863 40'1,8"11 ::!S2,«0 125,431 21.29 30.93 11.33 26.90 31U6 ltl.S6 

U52,7f.3 588,269 564,494 25'l,007 185,(47 71,560 Ii .31 26.46 7.86 22.29 31.52 12.68 

2,013,568 1,067,605 1,005,963 527,958 352,712 175,246 21.30 29.50 12.6'7 25.46 33.0' I'I.e! 

848,604 433,274 415,330 344,448 215,160 1~9,288 33.44 43.39 22.1J2 40.59 49.66 31.13 

1.4:14,953 

1,300,379 

1,937,042 

1,633,23!l 

"114,189 

673,016 

940,074 

833,731 

iOO,7(_':4 287,600 222,461 65,139 

627,363 4'76,554 310,623 165,931 

996,968 841,039 492,756 34S,2S:~ 

'199,507 476,676 335,253 141.423 

15.66 25.96 5.21 20.33 31.15 

28.05 38.33 16.60 36.65 46.15 

32.3f 4J.38 23.99 43.42 52.42 

22.64 33.98 10.~7 29.19 40. 21 

9.30 

26.45 

34.93 

17.89 





)1YSORB STATE. 

1971 CENSOS. 

(Provisional Figures). 

80.:S IKTERESTIKG FAOTI 

1. The Population of )lysore State in ,1971 is 29,263,334. 

2. The increase in populatioll over 1961 is 5,676,562. 

3. The population of the State in 1971 is about 2.25 times that in 1901. 

4. Nearly half the population of Bangalore District is ill and around Bangalore City (Bangalore City 
Agglomeration). 

5. Bangalore District which is the 14th district in area. has the highest population and density among 
the districts in the State. 

6. North Kanltra District has the lowest density of population in the State. 

7. Coorg District, with the smallest area and population, has the highest literacy rate in the State. 

8. Gulbarga District has the lowest literacy rate. 

9. In 1961, there lYere six Cities with II, population of one IIlIth. In 1971 there are 11. 

10. Gulbarga, Bellary, Davan&gere, Bijapur, Shimoga and .Bhadravati Agglomeration han, for the first 
time, crossed the one lakh mark and thus attained the 8tatus of Cities. 

11. South Kanara District has the highest sex ratio (1,061) while BangaloreD:strict has the lowest (912). 

12. Bangalore i.e tbe Seventlllar,eat ~ity i. IIl~. 




